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NOTES AND COMMEKTS.

Under this heading, m oooedon ariMe, the Bnlletini .iiraed fay this D^artmanl

win oontain, u en appendix, snoh comment as may leem necewaiT or adriaalile npoa

matteta rdatiac to the «ori( of the Dq;>artment in oonneotion with the adminirtntim

of the Adulteration Act, the FnrtiliMn Act, the Feeding Stnffi Aot or the PropiiataiT

Hedicinee Act

It frequently happens diet correspondents ask information regarding die ahov*

Acta, of such a nature that the matter in question possesses general interest, and

comment upon it would prove acceptable and useful to others than the immediate

questioner. In such casee the reply may ind a place in these columns. For eon-

TcniaBoe of refeianoe these notes will be numbered in series.

A. MoOHX.
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J. U. VWOBTT, E*i. K.O.,

D«|mt7 Minister of Inland Rsrenue.

Ottawa. 18th April, 1017.

So,—I would reapectfully call your attention to a groM fraud wiwht to h»
pwpetrated upMi the farmer* of Canada by tiM tale of an artide offered at Kato^s
Plant Food; tbe manufacturers having their Canadian Acenojr at ObatbAm, Ont

The article in queation ia merely a cradied rock of the Syenite tgm loch a*
^xirta in UmitloM quantity at y&ty many plaoaa in Canada, where it ia naed for
macadamising rosds, and other purpoaea. I cannot call it a pulTericed nxi, dnoe a
ample examined from this point of view, in ^ese laboratoriev, girea the following
result*:

—

Finent*. Paasee lOO mesh siere SO-9 pua
" 80 " 9.0 «
" «0 " 6.0 «
" 40 «

e.l *

„._ "20 «
12.8 '

Held J)y 30 mesh sieve iJ.g «

100.00 "

Basic phosi^ste and other slags, having vogue as fertilirors, are required to b«
ground so that at least 60 per cent passes the 100 mesh sieve, and the whole, as a rule,
paasea the 80 mesh sievei

The same material was sold at various places in the United States aa "New
Minwtl Fertilizer"; and the Director of the Maine Agrieoltnral Experiment Steti<m.
a* Orono, made a test of it in 1911. The results in detail itre published in BnUetia
No. «• of the above mentioned station, and oopies may be had by addressing Dr.
(Jbm. D. Wood^ Director. The foll:>wing quotation shows resulta obtained on plots
whidi were planted to potatoes and com, and in each case treated as indicated.

1. No fertilizer was added.

8. A complete fwtilizer w. added
S. The so-called New 'Mineral Fertilizer was added.

'
Total Crop, Pooadi^
PotaUMs. Com.

1. Without any fertilizer 286 176
8. With good fertilizer S46 460
8. With New Mineral Fertilizer 966 146



of tys tiiat «lw .

to timatt Urn origiaal
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Ow TwtiliaHt Aot k iatosM to ptotoi* Urn Iwidac isdutiy hf n«drfa^
tittt BO tetOiav ikdl h« mM vBlMt it to Nttotab<i and «ni« a itatoBMat «f te
Mtwl «Mmta«t ia IwtUUiBt auteriaL llMt, if not «U. Ow StotH of Urn AaMri«Mi
Union, taka the lanM pncautiona. It to ia «obm
of this fraadolnt aatwpriM hare fonad it aaoM
and to daaeriba 4«b piodnot othanrtoe tliaa aa a fertiliiar.

NavwtbatoM. tba material to aotoal^aoM aa a fbrtiltoar, aad dMoribad w .»
fannar aa ineli. Thoa, a pampUat paUidiad bj Natav** Plant Food Co. oaataina tht
foOowinsatotaoiaDti*: at pa«« 0. " Wkjr plant two aona <rf Italf fbrtOiaad oofa, «Imr
by uaing oaq Plant Food you oan niaa nMia and battnr oom m> ona aom «l giondt
Natav^a Plaat Food eaa ba appUad to aQ frawing anpa bgr onrfaoa appUcatioo. daw^to the tune of harrertinc aad araiy appUoation will ahew inaaedUto naolto.

%

famine the ptonte to a mow TlffBronagmrth and KNattr yield." PateU. ^HainA
rhaA Food, iaauaa eropa of patotabk taOj flavonrad TecotaUaa, and jni«7. aioai^e^
«bolew>me fniit" " If the land to in ordinary good condition and a geiMeal «np
to to be railed, we adriae niiag tbia Plant F K>d at the rate of IfiOO or man poaaft
to the aete." Page 18. » Strairbarriee: wh«i acting oat new viaei, aoik aboot eaatn par aoia of tiito Phat Food into the top aeU." Page U. " Thto ICamlbai Food
eontaina the Ti^ minento the loil annrea, aad tiia plaato maat haTai" Page* "Aa
tike Mnroe of the potaA and the aeda lor the aagar beeto^ we can only on^dbr
Natore'a Ptoat IFood. iriiigh, thadb to God, to oontaiaed to a very dight dwiee ia
many aoil% iriiito the mtngn to fnintohcd by the atmoqthtee."

I hold that the abore quoted itatemeati^ wjth aameRraa othen, do oonr«r to Aa
reader, the idea that the artiole to a fertiliser, aad that they are written wjA doe
intoition. The whole trend of ita. adrertiaing to to make the farmer beliew that it
is to all intents and purposea, an agricoltural fcrtiliaar; and any<»e who rurrhaiM
the material will, to that extent, be oertain to curtail hto porohaae of really Talaidble
fertiUxenu

It is, in reality nothing more than crudely pulverised rode, such as may be oktaiaed
from die dftinga of any stone pil^ where Syenite haa been crushed for road aaiMi^^
and is not eren ground to any uniform degree of fltmwiw,

Aa a fact, natore^e true plant food oonaistt of tha-gasea of the atmosphaN^ laia
watMT, aad the soluble oonstituenta of fardk aeiL Ifany soito aia ddldent ia 4a
more soluMa ingredients, uanwly oompoundi of nitrogra, i^KMphoroua and potaadva,
and leas fraqueoti, ^f ntloinm. For this rea«>n manufactured fertiliaets aoak to
supply tlie misdng -afaat; iinee. Oomponnds of nitinr^ are normally the moat caaUy

••T two, xtotasMum e mnds era hdd at eoMadrdyW oondderatio'i cu^u;ins no nitrogen. Mid tiaeai
u; di<- e traoes being lodced up in oompovnda whidi
agriculture. The othOT ingrediento of thto artiele

t quantity in all ordinary soili^ and their pudttae
«> to at $?n ^ per ton, the matter bec^aes eheer waato

of theses b for the last jrear

high prio The art; > now
>ly of T isphonus imd pou-

make them practically usde»
are normally jwesent in !=nffi(

at any in'ioe, it unwarrsm
of mon^.

It would be bad ennutfh

the ddusion that one n-as bu
crime just now, when becanti

productive as possible. The p.

has no agricultural value; but k
Users; and losing ttie season.

Mr. Inspector Forde of this h
where the company is stoted to ^
ten and a half mike from Roaifera
organised later 1^ a Mr. MoCrelli".

Mineral Fertiliaer. A number of fan:

and without eseeption denounced it it^

be quoted :

—

i<> .spend money for worthless material,
icultural fertilizer; but it bocoi m a podtive
nditions we are adced to mak ur farms as

: this naaterial is not only bu g that whidi
iir*y prevented from purchasii cffieotive ferti-

tment las just returned from Rumford, Maine,
t* miJLi. He reports that a nickel mine, aimte
"^ed df Vn dx or seven yeaia ago, and" waa re-

a vi, ^-^ ""!!'•- the crushed rode aa N«wd o« locality were intenrivmd,
t" A ^Y. „ the stoteaMoto made mav

V. ^il



th« Mkof H la *• 8m» of MaiM^« H ia ^Mlvlrir • *»*m J<ny Mutia: "Bm* oM ĵtaf t K h a* fM*! ilM^ Mk m to

Mr. r. . OeCa: "To^ I km* «Hd «id« fwtiHMr, uA ohmMw H anlm X

niiM i«at M wdl giiad op lb* rock oa av ova iona, aud aoo tb* mtmtf."
Mr. T. J. Ooddnd- "Bavo VMd tko ataff; it ia ao aaat avoilad mf mvpi H ia

oalrafaha:"
Mr. AIlaB. of AOmi. BtariiiW aad Lolkiap: " Wa aaU aavaraf Uaia af iartiliaanb

kst aarar haadla tbia partieolar oaa^ aa wa Inm it to ba a iakak"

It mani Maroaly naaaiaafy to qnoto farther; baaanaii tho fraaAikat okataator

of dw artiflla ia adBdaatly iadieatod ia tba way it ia advartiaaA

Maat «l tba atatanNBta aiada ia tba paaiyklato' an mfbM aatiaaii fioai rariaaa

imMJaatioa^ aad maay of tham ara pataat fakahoo<a Iba^ aa pat* M of tka 1

paaipblat ia tba folkwinc: " I hava taooatiy bad ona o< Aa baat ahaiaiali ia

laaka earafal taata aa to tba aolubiUty of te atttarial, with nothiat bM para laia

wstar. Ha foaad. ia in days' tiaM^ aftar fHarii« tbrooik a ihw papar, that •§
par oaat bad baooaia lolubia, witltont nhanging tha watar ia tha toat talia. Ia feartaaa

dajra, IT par eant wcat icto aolotioa with para raia-wator. Ia taaai^ daja, 91 par
oaat want into nlntioB ". It goaa without layiac, that ro(ia of thk Uad ara Inailabii

ia raia-wator; aad it ii beoaaaa <:' tit inaohibility ia raia-wat» tiiat tbay iirniit.

Ia order, howorer, to aioet the ab./ro ridioahwN atotamaato by tfraet avidaiM^ I
eaaaed the actual taat to be ina<K and found tha water aolnbla aiattar, ia fira dhq«k

to amounfr to 0-OOB per «eiit or lee* than one-tenth of one per oeat.

In a land of free speedi like oura, where every fad, tooial, relit 'ooa, r^itfiral.

or other, baa ito apoetka, it need a^ be regarded aa wonderful that area tha l^tioMto
uae of fertiliaers ibould And roluble opponents. I am aware that adrooatas of lo-aaUad
" clean raltare " are in evidence (see Simpson MoTfan in The Vegetarian for Ifardt
1917, reprinted in Chemical Newa of March leth, 1»17.) But the adrooaey of thia

abeurdity is '>ne thing, and the attempt to sell hy fraudulent aiaana a brokan rook
at fifty times iu value ia quite another thing.

At tha spring m-saon is upon us, and the demaad for fartili^an ia vary grtat, I
would lespeutfully preai upcm you the neoasaity of inuoediato aetfam, ia tha ^tareato
of our farmers, who are having thia uselaaa artida priaisd upon the! attaatkn by
salf-intereated agents. I would suggeat the immadiato pnblieatioai of t' ittar, in an
edition of 10,000 copies; and ensure ito effective diMribatioa by our eotora^ aad
through the manufacturera of registered fertilisns. Agrieulttral papi ^ will doab^
less give it additional publicity.

I would leapectfully recommend publication ol the reporv oa Jdulletia No. 871.

! ii^lj *

I have the honour u. ^ Sir,

Toar obeuient aerrant.

A. MoQILL,

ChitfAnalfk
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