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Vou. L), MonTaeaL, Trusspav 31st Oct 1822, [ 4.

> 6 It ispow time to lay ande all* disgwize. and to speak
-~ . % plaioly abd openly nipon the affairs in question; to look
« ground ts and take note of the dispositions and conduct
« of our fellow-citizens.” . _
-+ Speechof the Hon John Richardson, at the meeting
of the Unionists, ' 4th October, as reported w the
Canadian Couraat. . ' :
~ . ' 5

Fas est ctab hoste doceri, is a_maxim .older than the lan-;
guage 10 wiich'it bas fastedRntd: pular apophthegm ; -and’
the uoionists can’ not complain if, it adoptinz;the sentiments and -
expressions of their leader, au aut:-unionist, for such | avow myar.
sell to be, speaks plainly and opeuly, and sifts the dispesition \\(
and conduct of thdse who are oppused to him in politics, Iam. '
happy to see that the editor of the Canadian Spectator, {a new. i
independent* paper of which the first number was published the
16th jostant,) has virtually followed that maxim. io’ the: very? { } 4

—
w

point to which'l am wishful to direct the attention of the public. {
He has very properly restored the good old epithet 'ofaEngl:s:é‘ X
as applied to the maxims ofhbexty, to: the Commons- house .8} - ey
po - —~ " publiaimeit; dnd té olr | copatitutionat .nghts’ asd privileges.—> €
‘I'his at once points out the farid of his uvativity. ' I'he natives' ]

of the northern part of Britaig, vever speak of England, or Eng-. "
Qish feehogs, or Enghshwen; but alwaysaflect the terms B¢ }
isk, and Brilons,and take merit to themselves that they belong: o "
to the empire of Great Britain. Certaiuly it is an hopour to )
them that they do; but they know very hittle of Englsk fecl-.

logs, of English rights, & of the English constitution.  The tri-

al by jury they know not, they have nota siogle popular elec.'

tion, they have the old leaven of despotism, of clanship, aud of N
the hereditary and divice right of the Stuartsin their veins. 47
heuce Scotsmen are at home, mostly courtiers. ialriguers and 9

| haogers-on, and abroad, adventurers, with a greatlaffectation of

b=

-

' {
* This epithct has been cavitled at asnot apphoable to a pa- A
per espousing avowedly the Canadian or anti-unwon party, as i }
st were equivalent to inpartial : but indepeudent, as applied to'a
public writer, ymphes uncontrouled by superiors, unswayed by

motwes of interest, not dictated to_ by a junto, independent n
\ principle and in language, and such.scems to be the paper .

question.
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loyalty, and invariable adherents of the powers that be, subser-
vient to those above them, and ariogant to their ioferiors [
ask, 1s'ther® otie single Enghshatan amoug the unioaists? | be.
lieve doge ; 'do frie Enghsh-feeling can éxist amorgst those
who are using their ntmost endeavours to depiive their fellow-
citizeus of their chartered rights, ‘'of their privileges, that'are en-
deared to them by long possession, and -of those customs and
awe that were the chermshed tisages, the zevered insttutions, of
their forefathers. 1t isno Eniglish feeling gbat would _wish_to
coerce and controul freemen, nay that would even' jorce free-
dom upon slaves acatnsT FREIR WiLL, [or what would that be
but tyranny 7 1n’speaking of forcing frredom upon slaves, {
must not be uederatood ss intendiog the most'distant allusion to
the present political circumstances of Canada, or its inhabitaats,
further than illustrating the absurdity of endeavouring to com-
pel a nation of men ‘to take that at a_boon and bepefit, which
they couceive to be an mjuggianddeftiment; for Lkuow of no
couptry or people'subjectto’ the Uritish rule, wheie treedom is
better understood, and more warmly loved, than amongst,the en-
lightened Capadians Iwish I could say the same of the
Scotchmen, who are now ‘attempting to force down the nause-
ous dravght of arhitrary sway, and uncontrouled dominion, up~
on the révolting stomachs of those who have tasted better things.
But I amaftaid that the Canadisos wiltform, and bave formed,
a very mistaken notion of Englishmen, and Enguish principles,
from those they are accustomed to call les Anglors, which s @
term indiscrimimately applied to all who come from the parent-
slate.  ‘Che Gauadian who has vever been away from bis conp-
try, ought notto form his estimate of the liberal and.noble

priociples of England, and Englishmen, by the varrow, bigoted ~

and mean specimens that present themselvesto him here, in the
bulk of our'commercial men. 'Of our nobility, of our literati,
of our country gentlemen, he can have no conception ; and even
the Scotch adventurers, who so iolest thesproymice, are in gen-
eral but bad specimens of that part of Biitain. But the whole
Uhionist-party1s hlmost exclusively a Scotch faction ; as before
snid, I do not believe there is one Englishmen amopgst them;
the Jrish that are in Canada, are mostly of the lower class of
Iahourers, and it is their characteristic bever to meddle with
politics, ‘until the shileleh comes iuto play, and then they will
Iy sbout lustily without much caring or knowing opn which
side they are fighting : the few I¥ish of a better deﬁcri‘pﬁon are,
1 believe, generally ‘iimical to <the union ; 'they remember ther
onm union.  Vhe ‘dmericans form, however, a strong acces-
sion 1o the Uniosist-party, yet the principles of that party are
diametrically opposite to the spusit of fieedom, and liberality,
which is the soul of the American republic: but Americans.—
are Americans,~—aud have a fond aud ambitious desire of ex-
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tending their name and empire, and, seeing in  the union of the
'two provioces, and the utter anpihilatios of the independence of
Lower, Canads, aod of the Capadian pame and vauon, the most
probable’'means that will, at some- future period, throw the
whole of Canagda into the circle of their federal uvion, it is from
policy,aud a latent desire to see the Canadas form part of the
United States, that they have’ joined the upiopists. It this
rough out-lige of the party be a faithful sketch, it may not be
unapily coucluded by a parody of a welt knowa Freich dfséch,

Méfiez vous mes freres

De Phlandos, par devant,

Du Bostounois, par derriere,

Mars des Ecossois, de tous cotés.

L\ L\ M.

TO THE EDIToR OF THE FREE PRESS.

Simn .
1 have just received from Upper-Canada the following de-

cument, which 1 send to you, conceiving it to be the best angwer
that can be given to the Tuth query of Socraticus it your ' Iast,
1 have propesty in both provinces, and am deeply solicitous for
their welfare, and that the machinatious of a few mterested and
prejudiced individuals should be' counteracted by all the evergy
and perseverance that can be bestowed upon so momentous ap
ohject. : AN ANGLO-CANADIAN. ~

o PETITION AND REMONSTRANCE - ..
SGREED UPQN BY THE FuEF-HOLDES; ETC. OF THE HOME,
DJSTRICT UFPRR CANADA.

We, Qis Majeaty’s laithful subjects, the undersizgned Gentle.
tlemen'and Freeliolders, of the Home District of Upper Cana-
da, most humbly beg leave, to represent to your honorsble
House the serious alarm given us by reperts through the medi.
um of the public prints of recent measures introduced to your
houorable House relative to the governmeat and trade of the
Caundas, sud proposing ss one of those measures, 8 UNION of
the two provinces; an alarm exXcited not only by the reported
terms whereupos this Union was to have been declured, but by
the very mode of its introduction, so lughly uncoastitutioual us
regards the libc ity of the people of this province, and so {atel to
its interests and welfure, that we should be very deficient in our

" duty to ourselves and the community of which'we form so great

a part, if we did oot, without Joss of time, make this our humhle
but earnest and just petition and rvemons'ranee (o your honorg-
ble House against this wessure go rashly proposed for your
aduption and for reasous thut can not fuil o awake your parents)
attention to this colony; and
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Farst, because the project as annowced to us by those public
prints - 1f cousumwated, would be to us the gNmeayrep
PRIVATION Of oty CONSTITUTON, 85 the same is defived by the
Act of the British Parltament, passed i the thirty-first year of
Ins Majesty's Reign, entitled, ““An Act for more effectual pro-
«wision fov the government of the Province of Quebec in North
“America, aud to make further provision for the government of
“the same;” a C'onstitutiou endeared to us by maoy warmly
cherished considerations) ~ That statute was given and reccived
asthe declaration of Britisg Lipuery, made to British born
subjects, having by birth an indefeasible right to such liberty ;
that statute is the mode and the form prescribed by the parental
solicitude of his late gracious Majesty avd his Parliament, by
which weare lo uge this hberty 10 which we are born, a mode
aud a forn guaravteed by the solemn enactment of & British
Parhament and which will not, we trust, be taken from us, wath-
out our colisent. o

Secondly, because it wes given, as the well earned rerard of
fidelity, to brave and devoted subjects and soldiers who sacrifi-

* ced their property and shed their blood ia defeace of therr King

and Country.

Thirdly, because mauy of us, not origioally boro subjects, in
confidence of protection to our persons and property under
British institutious, have vot only made permanent seitlements
in this Proviace, under this Coostitution, but have actually
fought and bled in its defence, successfully, and with credit upi-
versally ackoowledged by His Majesty’s geoerals and officers
having the conduct of the Jate wir ip_this Pravince. p

‘We therefore, gravely, respecifully and earvestly, remon.
strate to your honourable House, against all innovations 1 this
our Couostitation, without our consent, expressed by legislative
acts of* the Prpvince, passed in due session by the King, the
Council and the Assembly thereof; and

First, because this isthe only legal course 1o effect any
changein the act, except in as far a5 thesaid act, in express terms,
reserves to his Majesty. his heirs and successors, and the Par-
hawent of Great Britaig, certain powers of future-legislation, on
particulur matters, ip the said act also expressed. ;

Secondly, because that statate, the pledge of security to Can-
adwn rights and liberties, the very biauch which identified us
with our parent stock. is aboutto be toro from us against our
will, and substituted by a hasty, ill digested project, subversive
of all thatis valuable in thatstatute, a catastrophe that we, your
petitioners, could never apprehead, if your honourable house be
only apprised of the true state of the coluny. .

Thirdly, Beceuse tie project, as appears by those public
prints, contemplates. the tranaformation ofour. House of Assem.
hly into a mixed chambex of Execntive Councillors aud of the
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people’s 1epresentatives, a violation of Buitish punciple. alacm-
ing and dstressing to us in the highest degree. - n )
Fufthly — Because this project would give an invidious, and,
in our miads, av unconstitutional controul to us over the equal
rights of ot tellow-subjects in Lower Canada ; whase riglits be-
ing as dear to them as our rights are to us, we should grieve to
see impaired, against theic wishes and coosent
8.xthly.— Because by this project is proposed the removsl
of our' Yegislation withoutthe bounds culP “the, province, whié
must, 1 «ffect, deprive us of the benefits of a legislature alto-
gether, in the present state of the proviace, as few representa-
tives could be found sble to afford the time and expence of at-
teading thewr duty atsuch a distance, of consequence eandidates
would be tew, and our elective choice would be injuriously a-
bridged ; atsuch a distance, we should be wholly estranged
from our representatives, and they from us; no interchange of
sentiment, to any useful extent; httle communication of our
wants or wishes—petition would be almost smpracticable,-enqui-
ry impossible -~nv documents within veach, o records for refer-
ence,~questions asked, but no one to give ao answer,-the Execu-
tive Officers at York, and the Legislattue at Quebee, Allmmst
end in coufusion, disgust, and fatimie. Need we add, as further
causes of alarm, the extension' of Parliament to guinquennisl,
the extension of qualfication of our representatives, measures
sol: ly calculated to abridge our right, and add to the meaos of,
execntive iofluencé, of which your petitioners can ussure your
honourahle House, there js po deficiency i this grovince.
.All which is with'grest deference hutibly submitted, and your
petitioners, a8 in duty bound, will ever pray.
York, Upper'Canada, 10th QOctober, 1822.

The attempts made by persors in authority, to throw impe d
jments in the way of the circulation of the Scarsmies, by
which the liberty of the press is infrioged, now forui“an object
of public jnterest, a question for freemen to discuss. a proper
subject for the pages of the Frer Pressin winch, therefore, the
following letter finds a place, as will whatever else may reguire
to be said on the subject.

¢ Qn the coutrary in the modern world, and particalarly in
Europe, great nalions, having allied themselyes by a sort of u-
viversal language, the fivm of opinion has been placed upon a

broad basis: we have seen sgreement in thinking, and concord
foacting  Infine, that sacred art, that memorable gift of celes-
tia) geoius, THE PREss, furnished a means of communicating,

of diffusing, at one ingtaat, auy idea to millious of the species.”
: ' ‘ Vorney’s Rutns ®

MER regiet I have not the ongdl of the work here quoted, at
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Fownship of
My praz Sin,

Your letier of the 17th ultimo, explained a difficudty which
had ewbarassed me. 1 did not know how to account fur the si=
jence of the Senbblm in my woods [or three weeks, but as [
had some suspicion as to the cause, which indeed proved cor-
rect, 1 senta letter by a private hand, and I have now to com-
gratulate you, that the meavs have been fornied for the distribu-
~tiou of your mnscellany, even 1o these remote parts, withowt
sau or your subsctibers being under obligation to any Jjack-in-
office of them all.

We mast for ever remember thst, in Lower Canada by the
capitulation made at the conquest between general Awherst, and
the marquis de Vandieuil, the Enghsh government did cove-
{ nant, to preseive te the inhabitants the F'rench laws. that is, —to
: defend despotism—=ts Excellevcy, My Lord Dalbousie, ac.

cordiugly, listening ouly to fus duty, forbids the freedom of the

press where he pleases. L
But 1 can not forget the memorsble year 1761, when the pre-
sent constitution was given to Canada It is forever recorded
by theseparation of the celebrated Edmund Burke, from the
‘} honest Charles Fox. Yes, Mr. Fox did, amougst many obser-
o vations, rematk the incousistency of depriving the Cavadians of
W their criminal law, and, in the samé act, confitming the ordinao-
ces of their despolic monarchs. Mr. Pitt explaived 'that the
’ Englhish criminal law, was more tender, more humane than the
French criminal low, for which it was therefore subslituted —
} But it appears, we.1n Lower Canada. are 1o suffer, all'thie'vigour
| of the despotism of French ciyil law § 1 was iu the house of
Commons on the debate;—and here 1 stop, to create, in imagia-
ation, & questian that will probably occur to your readers—
Pray. were you & mewher of the house ! My reply is, what s

Oltawa Raver, Ocl, 1822.

havd, {s § wouLeve i rastavon, fiom which this passage is
takes, is very far frum doiug justice to the energelic, and elo-
: quent language of the original. L L M

.Sdmsx..

3 # It is more humane in the mode of trial, more indulgent to

' § the prisoger whilst under accusation, more conducive, i its sys-

g \ tem, to do justice between]man and mau, and to elicitthe truth,

i i, and to protect the ionocent ; but 3ts sangumary aod relentless

; ' spirit n the peual part, it 15 well known, 8 8 benstly blot upon
the character of British criminal jurisprudesce. L. L. M.

ty the English inhabitants of Cauarta are uuder, of sabmittiug to
x the deginsy 5T The French L 10 ¢ivil ¢iaes, a8 a~hardship —
With respect to the Scotch, it can be none, for their civil code,

} / ¥t My frien scems here to mean to complain of the pecessi-
/
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thatte you, whether I wasa member on the floor, or a0 audi-
tor 18 the gallery ? I was io that house, aed 1 did hear that de-
bate. But,:, .. .

“ Awake, St. J ohp, and leave all meaner things, |
- o Jow dmbition, ‘and the pride of kings.”

[

In this province, devoted nat ouly to be the victim of errones”
ous jsformation given to the supreme government of Britain,
but likewise to be the yesort of the most uncultivated, the ru.
dewt the poorest, end the least Tistructed, patt of her extiberaiy

is hikethe French, budt upon the Roman law and follows, e-
ven more servilely, the civil jurisprudence of Justiviag; aod ds
tg the Eoglish, they come with a kitewledge,( at least'they ought
to do g0, ) that such are'the prevailing laws here,’ fud, in be-
comiog ichabitants o,l)’ Lower Conada, tliey have- voluntatily
suhjec*ed themselves to them; Zo that, if it b& a hardship, 1t 153
hardship of their owo_choice. But I have strong doubts wheth-
eritishot a very ertoneous construcuion of the Québec ‘act, to
extend the operation of the French civil lmws beyorid‘the ‘bouh-
daries ofthe seignories; for i can'not but;lookidg at the-pre-
amble of that ‘act,'explais the V [11th.secudn, where it is ‘elact-
ed ~ Phat all His Majesty’s Candidian ‘sabjects, within the “pro-
vice of Quebec, the 1ehigious orders aod commuuities'only ex-
cepted, maj alsoTold dud eijoy teir property and pbsséssions,
togetber with all customs and’ usages ‘relabve thierélo,~and ‘all*
other their atil'rights, o aslarge, ample, aud beneficial man-
net.asaf.the said proclamations, ¢tg. bad nat beey made, and as
may consist with theirallegiance to  His Majesty, and '’ subjec-
tion to the crown aud garliament of Great Bntaw, audthatin
all attersof controversy, relahive to property, aud cvil rights,
resort shal) be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule for the
decision ofthe same; anddll causes that sholl hereafter be -
atituted i sy of the conts of justice to  be appoisted within .
and for the said province, shall with respect to such .property
dnd rights; be détermined agreeably to thesad laws apd cus- ~
toms of Canada,” to apply alone to the inhabitants of the seigno-
ries, ‘and the props iy and rights of those inhabitants; -and by
pomeaps a5 extending to new British sewtlers upon the waste ‘
Inods of the crown, since erected -nto. townships; particularly
when the section immediately following, (I ) declares., that
“Nothug n this act contawned shall extend or be construed to
extend to any dands that have been granted om suaLL BE
HEREAFTER GRANTED, o be holden 1n free and common soc-
cage.” 1n this opinion 1 do not stand alone ¢ dnter alia 1 can
zeler to that of an emivent luminary of the law, and one person-
ally and deeply versed in the early politics of Cannda, Franas,
DBaron Maseres;formerly attorney-geueral at Quebec, and now
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population, wbo have cxchanged the rocks and heaths of the
Inghtauds of ncottand, and the bogs and morasses of {reland, fou
the exj.ccted dehicious vales of Cavada, which, by the bye, is &
hope deferred, as there are a [ew Jarge trees that obstruct the
design of readering them abodes of instantaneous rural; felicity,
whilst the expectants have pot the cash to 1emove the impedt-
et ;—I say, that, i the estimatation 1 havebeen able to torm’
of the humaga micd in Canada, X consider that it 1535 prone as
effect will ever follow cause, to descend into a yude apd uscul-
tivaled conditton. 't he circulation, therefore, of perodical
publications, must tend to check the descending mclination~ of
this moral cause, advance the civilization of a people uucultiva-
ted, aud 1mprove their character. The labour of such writers
13, in spril, and disposition, and effect, of the nature of . the ex~
amples displayed by Solon, Lycurgus, and Numa. You pro-
motea desire of information, an extension of koowledge, aud
correct dissolutemanoers it wss by the FREEDOM 0¥ THE PRESS,
by the dissemisation of opinicn, aod the collision of jatellect,
that Eutope roseto il pre-eminence. It was by those’ means
the daxkqess's of the noithern baiharians was overcome, & hence
the memory of Goths, Vandals Suevi, Allemanyi, Prauks, and
Lombards, pow only serves to point a tale, or round a pened.
Goad and useful labourer, pursue the toils of a pauiotism
not factious, and continue to devote your arduous exertions to
the benefit of the society you belang to )
L’AMI DE LA PATRIE.

. -

v

‘

a cursitor-barou of the Exchequer, This intelligent statesman
and lawyer, who was & townsmap ‘both of: the gentleman to
whose letter this note is appended, and of myself; wheniwe both
resided at Reigate in Evgland, says, in s “Account: of the pro.
ceedings of the protestant uhabitants of the province of Quebee,
to obtain a house of" Assembly, 1175 ; T

« ' he Canadians ought to have been satisfied, with the full
eujoymeunt of their property of every kind, moveatle aod im-
moveable, (which va, granted them by the capitulation,! to-
gether with so much of the Freuch 1aws and customs as is neces-
sary thereto, (swhich will be found, upon examnation, to be the
laws of the tenmre, alienation, andseitlement, dower, and wher-

wance of landed property, and, I beledéy NoTHING monlr‘:.")
- N, Le L. M.
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