Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couteur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents

\/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I"'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible. ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked beiow/

Ce document est filme au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L'institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il
lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue

bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image

reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués

ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquees

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

| Showthrough/
\/ Transparence

Quality of print varies/

Qualité inégale de |'impression

\//Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Inciudes index{es)/

Comprend un {(des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/

Titre de depart de ta livraison

Masthead/
Geénsrique {périodiques) de la livraison

26X 30x

12X 16X

20X

28X 28X

32x




THE PRESBYTERIAN.

JUNE, 1868.

N every discussion on the
subjuct of College arants,
it is to be assumed, as a

position which is unchallenzse-

in the Province. It is com-
mitted to a legislation and an
expenditure fully adequate to
this end; for, to complete the existing sys-
tem of Common and Grammar Schuuls,
Collezes are necessary as the connecting
link between the former and the Univer-
sity. The people throuzhout the Provinee,
who by taxation are compelled to support
the government aund all public institutions,
are cntitled to as cqual an enjoyment of
privileges as can be afforded them. The
Glob¢ argucs that the Colleges will not go

withdrawn—tht the denomninations inter-
ested in them are able and willing to main-
taio them.  Bat it is not just to thruw the
whole burden of supportinz theu, upon the
denominations.
expect nre of them than they are at pre-
sent doing.
mean to take from them gratis what the
country should pay for. X minorityof the
population get Collesiate cducativn at To-
ronto for nothingz, the country bearing the
cost annually to the tun: of at least §40,000.
University Colicze accords with their views.
Nobody questions their right to the con-
victions which they hold and agreeably to
which their destres are matified.  Bat the
majority have their rizhts too. and why
should they not have their institutions
also, cspecially when the class of institu-
tions for which they contend can be proved
to be as liberal in their manazement and as
useful to the country as University (ol
lege 2 If the Legislature will not assist
the existing colleges it must cadorc othiers .

able, that the government of |
Ontario must provide for Colle- |

giate educationat differcnt points |

it must incur the whele expense of crection
and mairtenance.

The alternative just stated, would be a
l]CCCSS(lr.\' one were thcrc an cnﬁrc ubscucc
of legislation on the subject. But this is
not the case; und the consequence of its
not being the case, 1s, that the governmeat

.1s oot under the necessity of putting up

new institutions, but under the obligation
of encouraging thuse which already exist.
The University Act of 1833 is> a standing

" testimony of tuverniental expericace, con-

victions, and intentions.

It b:gins by

' recording the failure of furmer attempts to

incorpurate cxisting colleges under one

_scheme; by making a distiact recognition
of canses—such as, distance from Tourouto,
. €Xpense, anxiety on the part of parents and

others in senling younz men to a large

, city—as vperating there and likely to con-
down though the government grants be

tinuc to vperate agadnst the centralization

. of collegiate education, and in favour of

academic Institutivns in different sections

_of the Province, and also, by declaring 1t

It is intenscly selfish to

It would be incxpressibly

to be just and right, that young men at-
tendiag such institutions should have faci-
lities fur obtaining s :holastic honours. That
1s to say, in 1553, the government of that

. day «dcliberately resvlved that une college

at Torento was inadeguate for superior
cducation, and it acted at once creditably
to itseif aud respectfuliy to the ascortained
feclings of the peopic, by iegislating on that
basis in behalf of 2 system of coliczes, not
of a single institution.

But the magificent pile of buildings
since crected at Torouto, at 2 cost of
§100,000, with free tuition, cpulent and
numcrous scholarships. residence for stud-
ents, and other attracticns, did not then

, Xist, dving away with the neeessity of out-

lying cstablishments. This is true. No

, one was then wild cnough to dream of such

lavish cxpendicure, or, as Sir G. E. Car-
ticr vnce foreibly put 1t such a preference

if it will not accept a liberal co-opemation, | of construction to tastruction. But the
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fact does not touch the broad basis on
which the legislation proceeded, namely,
the propriety of cncouraging the diffusion
of educational fucilitics. And even if it
did, there is another more reeeut testimony
which flatly contradictsit. T'his testimony
is recorded in the report of the Commission-
ers appointed by Lord Monck in 1861 toin-
spect the University and University Col-
lege, Toronto. 1t is to the cffect, that
there were complaints of the aceviumoda-
tion afforded by these buildings being alto-
gether inadequate, notwithstanding their

splendour and costliness—declared by the |
Commissioners to be unwarranted.  But,

did not the Legislature of 1853 regard the
denominationalism of certain institutions
as a disability? Did it not feel towurds
that bugbear something of the horror
which 1s excercising the souls and disturb-

ing the peace of so many in the present :
Its Aet describes the

day ? Not at all.

institutions to be beunefited. It legislated

in favour of those which are denominational |
without cven mentivning their denomina- |

tionalism. It was deemed enough that

they were known to be incorporated and
efficient Academical Institutions, frequent-

ed by the youth of Upper Canada.  These
colleges, therefore, irrespective of their de-

nominationalism, have a recognized public
standing, with certain rights and privileges !

secured to them by law.
And this unquestionably is the enly
sound and tenable position to take with

regard to them. What has the government |
to do with denominationalism in its legis- .

lation, except to respect the rights and turn
to proper account the taxable resources of
denominationalists for the gencral good ?
Is the cligibility of an individual, for a
public situation and public pay, dependent
upon his religious views or ceclesiastical

litics? The decision of this question, .

which must be in the negative, is not
affected by the substitution of several per-
sons or & corporate body for a singic indi-
vidual. The conditions of government
support, namely, fitness for serviee and
fidelity in its performauce, are as entirely
untouched in the onc case as in the other.
If a corporation fulfils these conditions. it

does its part in the state, equally with the
Roman Catholic schoolmaster, the Presby-

terian  treasurer, or the Ipiscopalian
Premier, in his officc.  The only concern
of the Legislature is to legislate and ad-
minister its measures cquitably, and to
cnforce the observance of its laws. We
have legislation with respect to the Colleges
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| as has been shown. The adwministration of
| it is a history of educational institutions
depriv d of their just rights, as can easily
be proved. 1If in any particular, the
authorities of any colleze have infringed
cither statute law or excecutive regulations,
1t is owing to the remissness of the govern-
ment. If it can be made out that the
colleges are averse to an improved legisla-
; tion or a stricter inspection, so that ail
¢ reasonable demands with respect to their
, character as public and efficient institutions
. may be satisfied, we shall cease to be their
advocates. The collezes ask no favour, no
assistance from the state, for the propaca-
tion of dennminational predilections. They
. avow an ceelesiastical connection, and they
¢ are vilued on that accoun., just as the
i private citizen or the public official -«
. This connection enables them to conjoin
with state aid, an  amount of revenue,
which the government cannot raise withour
, @ burdeusome taxation. It has a special
. attraction for students belonging to par-
ticular sections of the community. And
to all classes of the population, it affords
a guarantee for that meoral influcuce and
respect for religion. which the incessant
. berating of denvminationalism by our op-
_ ponents has a direet tendency to diminish.
But we are told, it has been reproack-
fully asserted on the floor of the As-
. sembly at Toronto, that the extending of
| movernment assistance to these colleges is o
i ©* fragment of the connection between
: church aud state.” If this charge husany
. foundatien at all the grounds of 1t are so
{ micrescopical as not to be discernible to the
|

|
i
|
|
|

naked cye. It would have point and force
if the grants were made dircetly to
churches as such. But the colleges have
not received and have not spent public
. moncy for purely ccclesiastical purposes.
The churchies as has been conclusively
proved by statistics, only share the general
benefits derivable from the colleges as pub-
iic institutions.  Qne or two denominations
which have no colleges of their own, re-
. ceive the same kind of advantage from
. University College, Toronto. With noex-
pense to themsclves they get a general
cducation for their students, intending to
enter the ministry, at the public expense.
In that respect the charze holds against
the favoured institution as much as agrinst
those which it is proposed to proscribe
This charze, morcover, carried consistently
) to its proper issuc has apphications which
ought not to cscape attention. Kvery
advertisement for a public servant should
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wind up with this note bene—no denom- |

inationalist need apply. The University
Act of 1833, should be swept from the
ctatute book, for it mukes provi-im for

these collees, the legality of their claim to ¢
" required to lay an aunual report before

which we hope they will have the spirit to
test. and <atisfaction to realize. Besides
the standing it gives them and the pecu-

!

niary benefit it intends they shonld bave, .

it makes it the business of the University
of Toronto, to uffer schulurships fur compe-
titin to their students, and these scholar-

<hips are just so much money for themain-

tepanee of denominational institutions, for

they are desizned to keep up the attend-

ance of students at them.
b2 usked, why are wrants to denominational
charities allowed to pass uuchallenged ?
Yet another frazment of this hated con-
neetion between chureh and state is to be
found in the municipal Law of Upper
Canada. The salary or stipend of cvery
minister nfrclicion is exemyptod from income-
tax. Thisis neither more nor le~s than state
assistance, und in the aggregate a very

Niriin, it may |
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neglect of the daty of giving zn account
of the stewardship—probably under this
~uppositiun the cxpenditare aud the neglect
would have beea much less, a3 a personal
interest would have been ereated. Although

Parliament, no such docuwent has seen the
lizht of day since 1360, and beyond the
valls of the legulized star-chamber, not a
man in the country can tell whether the
fears of irreparable cmbarrassiment to the
income fuud, expressed by the commis-
stoners in 1861, may still be entertained,
or whether retreuchment is the order of
the day. If public atd of any kind, be
viven hereafter to the outlying Colleges,
we hope, for their owa sake, it will not be

*after . ach a louse and irresponsible fashion

as this, but that they will be kept to the
just requirement, to which as the very
winimum of state control, we believe they
are willing to conform, namely that they

" shall give @ vegular aud dutiful evidence of

con=1lerable Jirect assistance, to the difier-

ent churches, and yet it has never been
exposed or complained of by those who
most bitterly denounce the grants to super-
wr cducation.  We hope the government
will never withdraw so proper & conces-
sion, though we cannot justify it by any
reason that does not more strongly apply to
the colleges.

The only other objection of sceming .
weight is this—that the institutions to
which grants are made, arc not subject to

government contral.  This< we deny. The
very nature of the case involves govern-
ment control, for the government has a
right to know. and fails in its duty if it
docs not employ means to know that the
money which it gives for general purposes,
1s not devoted to ccelesiasticnl ends. We
presume that these who urze this objection
are ready to point to the institutions at
Torontn as madels of subjection to legisla
tive swrcetllanee and its wonderful bene-
fits.  But to what doesthe public superin-
tendence and dircction of  these institu-
tions amount? We hesitate not 1o say
that the control has becn, not only worth-
less; but also pernicious. If the University
Act, so frequently referred to already. had
provided that the authorities of the Uni-
versity and the College at Toronto shall
have power to do as they please. there
could not have been a more reckless or
lavish expenditure of the munificent appro-

priation for superior cducation, nor a greater

their fidelity, both as regards expenditure
and work.

-HE Church Serviee Society
I~ an as<ociation of Cler-
evmen of the Church of
Seatland. which was instituted
a few vears aza. It numbers
upwards of" one hundred mem-
bers, amouzst whem are the
clerieal principals of the Scot-
ti=h Universities, several profes-
sors of note, and not a few of the most able
and distinguished ministers of the Church.
It has representatives also in Nova Scotia,
Ceylon, and India, with avespectable mem-
bership in the Provinces of Quebee and On-
tario. ¢ The u])jcct of the Socicty," as
stated in the sixth articic of its constitution,
<hallbe the study of the Litaraies. ancient
and modern, of the Christian Church, with

- 2 view to the preparation and  ultimate pu-

blication of certain forms of Prayer for Pu-
blic Worship, and services for the adminis-

, tration of the Sacraments, the celebration
. of Marriage, tho Burialof the Dead, &e.,"—

* to be regarded as models of, or aids to
devotion, and 10 be cmployed by clerey-
men. not so as to supersede what s called

.« Free Prayer,” but soas to add richness

to its language and solemrity to its wor
ship,” in the hope that  while public
Praver will still remain essentially free and
unfettered, there may grow up a certain
unity of form and of arrangement, and a
certain fulnese and richness of cxpression,
which at present are too rarely found, aund
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that the people may be trained thereby to
join more inteliigently and reverently in the
act of prayer.”

Amongst the papers published by the
Society arc the following: (1) on Yublic
Prayer; (2) on Public Prayer and Worship ;
(3) on the arrangement of the several parts
of Public Worship; all these are beautifully
written, and arc characterized by a reason-
ableness, which cannot fail to commend the
Society and its aims to every candid and
unprejudiced mind. They are worthy of
the carcful perusal and carnest consider-
ation of our ministers and also of that of
our people. Besides these tracts, the Socie-
ty has also published Eijozéywv or Book
of Prayers, a carrying out in part the idea
avowed in the Rule of the Constitution before
quoted, “theultimate publication of ¢ tain
torms of Prayer for Public Worship, and
services for the administration of the Sacra-
ments, &c.””  This volume, the Kditors tell
us, is not offered to the public as acomplete
work, but as “ a contribution to the good
cause, which has during the last ten or

twelve years called forth in Britain and in ;

America a great deal of dilizent research, |

of pious thought and of reverent interest.”
They express the hope that “ their offering
may be found acceptable and useful to cler-
gy and laity, as aids aad guides to their
devotions in their public acts of” worship.

The highest reward of their labours which .

they could desire,” they say, “ would be,
that these should be found of some avail in
preparingclergymen to recognize the benefit

of the Church’s possessinga Beok of Prayers -

(and such she practically possessed in

the 16th and first half of 17th century) |

calculated to be a constant help to her mi- !

nisters in the discharge of their most so-
lemn dut’es, and fuli of comfort and edifica-
tion for her people at home and abroad.
We sympathize in the aims which the
Society has in view, and regard their un-
dertaking as onc that is highly laudable.
We belicve that the public services f our

Church arccapable of being greatly improv- -

ed, and we arc hopeful that through the in-
fluence and labours of the Society, this im-
provement may be brought about. E: yore; ron
we heartily commend to our Ministers and

also to our pcoplc. Coplcs of it, and also of : Joung lady a Swiss Protestant .cho has come

Tract on “ Public Prayer and Worship,”

may be had at Messrs. Dawson Bros. Mont- |

real, and at Messrs. Adam, Stevenson & Co., . all ¢
! and individuaisattendingat presentandwithone

Toronto.

At its institution none but ministers
were cligible for membership of the Church
Service Society, but we learn that at last
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annual meeting the following motion was
agreed to: “ That the Society, recognising
the lay members of the Church in all that
relate to its worship and the sympathy felt
by many of them in the objects of the So-
ciety, agrees to invite the co-operation of
laymen ¢ &e.” Clergymen and laymen
desirous of becoming members of the
Society are requested to make known, their
desire to the Society’s Canadian Secretary,
the Rev. Robert Dobie, Lindsay, Ontario.
The annual payment of members is five
shillings sterling.

IIE Convener of the French
Mission Scheme, has re-
ceived the subjoined inter-
esting letter from Mr,

Charles Doudiet. relative to the

work in Montreal resumed by

him since the close of the ses-
sion at Queen’s Colleze Theo-
logy Hall.

The Convener respectfully requests a
prompt transmission to the Treasurer, Ar-
CHIBALD FERGUsON,Esq., Mansfield Street,
Montreal of any moneys, now in the hands
of Clergymen or Sessions on account of this
Scheme.

, Report of Missionary Work for fortnight May

1—15,

I have not much toreportas far as actual re-
sults areconcerned, this spring; there have been
some changes, in the attendance at church, not
in numbers, these keep to about the same, 30 to
40 in the moraing, 20 to 30 in the cvening, but
the “personnel” of the church bas changed toa
certain extent. A few of those that attended
last summer, have left off ; some through care-
lessness, two have joined another Protestant
Church, three have left Montreal, and there are
more or fewer confined to their Louses by sick-
ness. Un the other hand, new comers have
taken the vacant places.  Mr. B. and his family
attend pretty regularly. A Mr. M. a young
Canadian, who was visited by Miss Vernier,
whilst Iying sick at the M. Gen. Hospital, has
attended our services regularly, since he was
able togo about. Another, arespectable looking
man, whose name ] have not yet ascertained,
but who I judge to be a Frenchman, has at-
tended for the last two Sabbaths. He waited
for me at the door, last Sabbath, cxpressed his
pleasure at what he had heard and his intention
to come again, He has not been long in Mon-
treal, but intends to remain. e scems a well
to do, respectable and well-informed man. A

here, to reside, has also become a regular atiend-
ant, on the Sabbath. 1 have taken pains to
collect all the addresses of the varicus families

or two cxceptions, bave visited them all. Those

- visits often give me good opportunitics tourge

the truth of the Gospel, upon their friends,
who may be present at the time. From all my
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experience, I find that the fear of man, is per-
haps as great an obstacle in the way of the Gos-
pel, as the differcnce in religious convicuons. -
A very intelligent FPrench Canadian told we a
few days ago, that although, Le could not at-
tend Protestant services, he was convinced
that we were nearer Apostolic simplicity, than
bis own Church, and added : « When once your
congregation has got numerous enough that
one can attend without attracting special at-
tention, you will have no trouble to get hearers,
for many of us are not at all satisficd with many
things our clergy teach us.” .

The prayer meetings, have been comparative-
1y well attended. Itis seldom that I have
fewer than 15 present,  On Sabbath mornings,
I preach serthons adapted to the mixed audience,
then present. In the evening, I lecture on
1he history of Elijah.  On Wednesday evenings
I simply read and explain familiarly a chapter
of St. Matthew, following in order from the be-
ginning of the book. Theencouraging feature of
our services that I noticed last summer, still
continues,viz : the atiendance of sometimes quite
a number of strangersin thelohby of the Church.
They go in and out the whole time of the dis-
course, and many times 1 have to leave the
plan of the discourse, and togive in a few words, .
a short summary of Guspel truth, which 1
judge adapted to their spiritual wauts,

The Sz2bbath schoul, is a great encourage-
ment to me, T have divided it into clas-es ac-
cording to age and capacitics. Last Sabbath 1
had an attendance of 24 altogether, without
counting several strangers, who coming iu
ihrough curiosity, got interested, and remained
to the end. I find the use of the Black-board an
immense advantage, the infant class, especiatly
are delighted with it.

Miss Vernier 1s 2 most valuable help, in my
work. Throughheractive energy, I find uccess
to many. It isa great pity, that we have not
also an energetic colporteur, such a man for in-
stance as Mr.—, Sucha one would pave the way,
as it were, for a missionary, his calling giving
kim opportunities of access to many that are
well disposed to receive the truth, aithough too
umid to go boldly in search of it.
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It is satisfactory to find some Presby-
teries endeavouring to obtain returns res-
pecting the several congregations within
their bounds, thus tollowing up the good
work so well inaugurated by Mr. Croil,
when Agent for the Church. It is to be
hoped, however, that the Synod will not
leave this work to be done by Presbyteries
alone, but will revive the Committee on
Statistics. It would be an cxcellent plan
to have a Central Synodical Committee,
with a Corresponding Committee in each
Presbytery, acting under instructions from
and in eoncert with it.  This would give
unity to the cfforts of Presbyteries in this
direction, fur now different Presbyteries
have different farms of returns. It would
also give cfficiency to the Central Commit-
tee, obviating in great measure the diffi-
culty experienced 1 former years of getting
returns to lay before the Synod, as recus-
ant congregations would be casily accessi-
ble to a Cummittee of Presbytery. The
Presbyterial returns having all the same
busis, would then have greater statistical
value. To this subject, we beg to direct
the attention of thuse who have the cutting
out of the work of the Synod, and trust
that a Committee shall be appointed which
would prosceute the work vizorously.

It will be scen by the report of the
Presbytery of Montreal that one gentleman
has given 82000 towards the fund for
planting a chureh in Griffintown, Montreal.
The Committee arc working vigorously,
and there is uo doubt that liberal contribu-
tions will be given to secure the building
of a church here at an carly period.

efos of onr Ehureh.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTRE.AL.
The Preshyiery of Montreal met on the 4th uit. |
m St. Andrew’s Church. the Rev. Joushua Fru-
ser, Moderator, presiding.
The meeting was ¢ mstituted with prayer,
religious exercices being thereafter held. .
The Clerk (Rev. Mr. Patterson) read the |
minutes of the former meetings, which were .
sustained.
The Rev. Mr. Clarke, Convener of the Sta-
tistical Committer, made an interim report of 1
the information received from the different con-
i
'

gregations, some of the schedules not being yet ¢
returued. The report showed that the largest
contribution per head for Gospel ordinances
were those from St Gabriel Church, Montreal,
the average per family being $20.60; and the ;
lowest, Georgetown the average being $4.60. !

, Several explanations were entered into by the

Convener, who also pointed out the advantages
to be derived from the continuance of the col-
lection of these statistics, and suggesting some
improvemensis that might be made.

Rev. Mr. Campbell moved that the report be
re.cived aml adopted, the thanks of the Presby-
tery be given to the Convener, and that the
Committee be reappointed and requested to
continue their labours, and make such improve-
ment in the form of enquiries as reay seem to be
necessary.

Rev. Mr. Ross (Dundec) seconded the motion,
which was carried, and the thaoks of the Com-

© mittec we e accordingly given to the Convener

by the Moderator, in the name of the Presby-
tery.
It was further agreed that the report be com-
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pleted and presented at the next meeting of
Presbytery.

Rev. Dr. Jenkins reported that the committee
for selecting a site for a Church in Griflintown
had held one or two meetings. At one of these
an influential member of the Church had oftered
the sum of £2,009 as a contribution towards the
object the committee had in view., Several
members were added to the committee, which
wag continued, and the thanks of the Presby-
tery were given to the committee.

Rev. Dr. Jenkins reported on behalf of the
Presbytery's Home Mission Committee that the
total from the Missionary meetings duiing the
winter, was $194.121 ; the expenditure being
S$121.204 : lerving a balance of 372.92 in the
hands of the Treasurer. There were, however,
liabilities aceruing amounting to $150, but for
these collections are now being taken up, The
Commuttee are of opinivu that the ordinary col-
lections taken up at the Missionary meetings are
not sufticient, and that there should be collec-
tions taken up during the year, which the con-
gregations should be enjuined to atiend to, the
missionary meeting collections being lovked up-
onr as merely supplementary. This plan had
been adopted by the city congregations. The
report of the Griftintuwn Mission, now under
the care of the Rev. Mr. Black, was read, which
was very crcouraging. Rev. Mr. Balmain, in
charge of the Huchelaga Mission alsosent in his
report, whiclh was un the whole satisfictory ;
the state of Mr. Balmmain’s health during the
winter having prevented him from visiting so
frequeantly as desirable.

Rev. Mr. Niven read a report of the missiona-
ry operations in St. Louis de Gonzagues, which
was of an encvuraging nature, one of the great
obstacles to entire success bring the want of a
permanent connection between the minister and
the congregution of St. Louis.

After sume discussion the different points re-
ferred to in the committees’ and missionaries’
reports were agreed to.  Rev. Mr. Black was re-
appointed to Griffintown, Rev. Mr. Balmain to
Hochelaga, and Rev. Mr. Niven to St. Louis de
Gonzague. The Rev. Mr. Ross (Chatham) and
Messrs. Brymuner, Ferguson andl Cruickshank
being appointed by the Presbytery as Moderator
and Asscssors to mect with the Elders at St
Louis de Gonzague and constitute the session,
and to report the state of the coungregation to
the Presbytery at the meeting to be held at
Kingston in June next, so that the Preshytery
may then and there come to a definite finding on
the whole subject.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

The Presbytery resumed its sittings at half-
past seven, when the consideration of the
¢ Act anent examining students” was taken up
and tke clauses cxamined scrialin which after
some amendinents were agreed to.

Certificate of the sctilement of the Rev. Mr.
Cochranc into the charge of Port Hope was re-
ceived from the clerk of the Presbytery of To-
ronto.

Presbyterial certificate from the Presbytery
of Niagara in favour of the Rev. Ilugh Niven
wag readand thelname of Mr. Niven wasordered
to bo entered on the roll as an ordained mis-

l
l

, tion and services of their pastor,
; mewmber of the congregation lately left a legacy
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sionary within the bouuds of this Presby-
tery.

The considiration of the case of the Elgin
and A helstane congregation was taken up and
after d scussion it was resolved that the Presby-
tery v sit the congregations of Huntingdon,
Athelswane and Elgin on the 12th insti., so as
to effece 2 disjunction of the congregation of
Athelstane from Huntingdon, and to unite the
congregations of Athelstune and Etg.»

The Presbytery adjourned at 10.30 p. m.

Husriscpon.—The Presbytery of Montreal
met in the neat substantial chureh of Me. Wal-
lace in this village on the 12th ult, to counfer
with the congregation as to their ability and
willingness to support a miuister without the
aid of Athelstane. There was a good atten-
dance, although the meeting was in the evening,
Several meaibiers of Presbytery, besides the mo-
derator, Mr. Fraser, addressed the congregation
on the yuaestion under cousiderazion, and there-
after, Mr. Hagh Barr on behalf of the elders,
and Col. Reid on behalf of the managers,
assured the Presbytery that they wonld not see
Mr. Wallace suffer sy pecuniary louss from the
disjunctivn of Atheistane. There are many en-
cuuraging circumstances regarding this congre-
gativn, and we augur for them great prosperity
in their new church, now that it is out of debt,
and that they are to Lave the undivided atten-
A deceased

of 3100 for the benefit of the Church.

EvGiy AND ATHELSTANE—.\n adjourned meet-
ing of the Presbytery of Montreal was held in
the Church at Athelstane, on the 13th uly | at
which the Rev. Mr. Wallace resigned the pasto-
rate over the Athelstaue section of the hitherto
united congregation of Huniingdon aud Athel-
stane, in order that the latter might unite with
Elgin in sustaining Christian ordinances. The
Presbytery accepied Lis resignation and ap-
poiated the Rev. Mr. Masson to preach at
Athelstane on the 24th ult, and thereafter
proclaim the church vacant. The congrega-
tion alsu, after due intimation under the
authority of the Presbytery, met at the same
time within the church, and after an earnest
discussion of the whole question of union with
Athelstane, finally resolved, by formal motion
unanimously carried, to unite with Elgin. The
busy season of the year at which the meeting
was held, rendered it impossible to expect a
large attendance, but as it is presumed the lead-
ing members aud representatises of the congre-
gation were present, confidence is feit that
those who were necessarily absent will heartily
agree with those present, as indeed they are
constitutionally bound to do, in the matter in
question.  Atter Mr. Wallnce's resignation
there was nothing left for them to do, but
cither unite with Elgin, or attempt to sus-
tain ordinances for themselves, which latter,
with their small numbers, was something not to
be enterteined.  This satisfactory solution of a
question which has occasioned the Preshytery
some anxicty reflects great credit upon Mr.
Wallace. It does soin two ways: first, in his
willingness to relinquish his influence over a
portion of his congregation, between whom
and himself there cxisted mutual affection and
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eateem—no litile sacrifice,%even though there is
10 be no pecuniary loss; and secondly, as praof
of the success of his mirvisiry, Elgin and
Athelstane being both swarms from the parent-
live of Huntingdon. This is what we want—
expansion, one congregation bursting its bonds
wmetamorphosing itself into three. Thanks, also,
to the generosity of the people of ifuntingdon,
who have undertaken that their pastor shali
suffer no pecuninry loss from this disjunction,
Elgin and Athelstane will form an excellent
congregation,

PresayteRy oF Grerei.—Below will be found
a hrief statement of the condition of the sev-
cral congregations in the Presbytery of Guelph,
with the exception of Kincardine which has been
for some time without a pastor. This statement
should have appeared two or three months ago,
but it, together with an abstract of the pro-
ceedings of the Presbytery at their regular
meeting inJanuary, was misiaid.

Statistical Relurns of the Preshytery of Guelph.
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PresByTERY OF GUreurs.—Kmecurdme.—This
congregation, vacant since the absurd secession
of Mr. Dawson, has at length obtained a mia-
ister.

The Presbytery met at Kincardine on the
21st of April. The trial discourses and exa-
mination of Mr. John Ferguson, preacher of the
Gospel, were proceeded with and found satisfac-
tory.

According t¢ appointment, Wednesday tae
22nd, was the day settled for the ordination
and induction of Mr. Ferguson, as minister of
St Andrew’s Church, Kincardine. At the hour
of 11 A. m., there was a respectable congrega-
tion asgembled, and the Presbytery was con-
stituted with prayer by the Maderator, the Rev.
J. B. Muir of Galt.

After the preliminaries were disposed of, the
Rev. Mr. Aluir proceeded io the pulpit and con-
ducted Divine Service, preaching an excellent
and approprirte discourse from Philippians
i, 8. At the close of the service be stated
the special occasion of this mecting and the
principal steps t1aken in relation to the settle-
ment of Mr. Ferguson. e then called upon
Mr. Ferguson who answered the questions put
1o him, in the presence of the Congregation,
and agsented to the Synod's act of Indepen-
dence,
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The officiating Minister then descended from
the pulpit to the place where the other brethren
of the Presbytery were, and by solemn prayer
and the luying on of the hands of the Presby-
tery did set apart and ordain Mr. Ferguson to
the office of the Holy Ministry. The prayer
being ended, the Moderator and members
present gave to Mr, Ferguson the right hand of
fellowship, after which the newly ordained
minister was suitebly addressed by the Rev,
John Hoge of Guelph, and the Congregation
by the Rev. Grorge MacDonunell of Fergus, as
to their respective duties. Divine Service was
then concluded with praise and the Apostolic
benediction.

The new minister was warmly welcomed by
the Congregation as they retired.

They have obtained. a highly estimable
yvoung pastor—one who has come from an ex-
cellent stock and been trained from earliest
years by both futher and motier in the ways of
goodress. It is sincerely hoped that this pas-
toral relation will be a happy one, resulting in
much good fruit.

New Vacancies.—TElgin, Georgina, Murtin-
town and UOsnabruck, are all vacant by the
translation or Jdemission of their Iate ministers.

IN MEMORIAM.

ALexaxner McBaiy, M.A | Divinity student,
died at his father’s house, Thorah, on the after-
noon of Sabhath, the 26th duy of April.

Mr. MeBain was in delicate health, as many
of his friends at a distance are aware, for a
lengthened period of time. He was suffering
from unsounduoess in his lungs. Still this was
not at least the sole cause of hig death. The
sad event resulted from what would seem to be
a complication of causes. Mr. McBain was en-
gaged in teaching till within a few days of his
death. He had the charge of & Geammar School
at Ingersoll—u distance of a great many miles
from his futher's. Finding nis health much im-
paired, he resolved to resign his scheol and
return home; and it would appear like a special
Providence that he started, his brother accom-
panying him, just at the very time he did; for
so rapidly did he begin to sink that, were he to
delay but for a few hours longer, he could not
have come home at all.  Mr. McBaia was a su-
perior scholar. His knowledge was both accu-
rate and extensive ; and if ever & good scholar
bas been free from parading his learning, or
makiag a boast of it, our dear departed friend
was. The decensed was, so far as his college
course was concerned, virtually through with
bis studies. Were it not foriil bealth, be would
have been licensed to preach some time ago.
A< it is, his services are lost to the Church mili-
tant; but it is to be fondly boped that what is
loss to otbers, is to bim great gain. He wasa
student of the Kingston University. Unless
we are mistaken, he was in hig 31st year at the
time of his death. His death hag veiled thne
family in deep sorrow. Nor ig this to be won-
dered at. Indeed his death is much lamented
throughout the community 1t is felt that a
talented, very accomplished, and very excelient
cheracter—one that could ill be spared—hag
passed away.



176

QUEEXN'S UNIVERSITY.

The closing Convocation of the Session was
held in the Convocation Hall, on the 30th
April. .

The chair was vccupied by the Principal, the
Very Rev. Dr. Snod 7rass, and on the platform
were the Professors and some of the Trustees.

After prayer the prizes were awarded. The
several Pass, Honour, and Scholarship lists
were read The ceremony of laureation was then
performed on Graduates in Arts. The Principal
explained that the smallness of the number of Ba-
chelors was owing tothe present being the trans-
ition from a threeto a four year's curriculum,
The Principal briefly addressed the Graduateson
the true value of degrees. Professor Williamson,
L L. D. delivered 2 valedictory on the Unirver-
sity question, giving a history, the facts of which
it is important to place before the people at the
present_time, The learned Professor was fre-
quently greeted with hearty ronnds of applanse.

The election of Fellows was procecded with
in the usual manner, and upoun its completion
it was publicly announced that Mr William Mc-
Lennan, M. A., Williamstown, was elected Fel-
low in Arts; John McMillan, B, .\, Musquodo-
boit, Nova Scotia, Fellow in Theology, and
Sir John A. Macdonald, LL D., K C.B,, Fellos-
in the Faculty of Law.

The meeting was closed with the benediction

The following arc the University lists :—

1. Prize Mex.~Crass Work ~Crassics.~-Third
Year.~1. Jumes E. Burgess, Kingstoun; 2. Rub-
ert Crawford, Kingston. Honourable mention
for Latin Prose, Wiiliam Malloy, Vaughan;
John I. Fraser, Kingston. Secoad XYeur.—1,
Thotas . McGuire : Mark R. Rowse,Bath,Eben-
czer D. McLaren, Komoka, equal; Laun Verse,
Thomas M. McGuire, kingston. Monourable
mention for Latin Verse, Alexander H. Ircland,
Kingston. First Year.—1. Alexauder F. Rid-
dell, Kingston; 2. Frederick Welch, Kingston;
3. Edwin . Dickson, Kiagston. Honourabie
mention, Robert Jobun Craig, Kingston.

1. Marasmatics.—First Year—1. Alexan-
der F. Riddell, Kingston; 2. Frederick Welch,
Kingston; Robert John Craig, Kingston, and
Edwin Hawilton Dicksoa, equal. Second Year.
—1. Thomas McGuire, Kingston ; mbenezer D.
McLaren, iKomoka ; Mark Rogers Rowse, Batl,
and Duncan McTavish, Osgoode, equal.

Natvrat Panosoviy.— Tawd Year —-1. Jame,
Edward Burgess, Kingston: 2. Robert Craw-
ford, Kingston; 3. William Redford Mulock,
Kingston.

ReeToRric —Prizeman, Alesander Riddell,
Kingston, Honourably Mentioned, 1. Edwin H.
Dickson and Frederick Welch, Kingston; 2.
Robert J. Craig, Kingston.

Logic.~Yrizemen, Ebenezer McLaren, Komo-
ke, and Thomas H. MecGuire, Kingstoa,
equal. Uonourably mentioned, 1. Mark R,
Rowse, Bath, and Geo. L. B. Fraser, Kingston ;
2. Alexander H. Ireland, Kingston; Duncan
McTavish, Osgoode, and Joseph Gaudier,
Harold. Prizeman for & Summer Essay on the
Life and Works of Alexawder Pope, Thomas 1.
McGuire, Kingston.

Mrrargysics.—Prizeman, Robert Crawford, |

Kingston. lonourably mentioned, James E.
Burgess, Kingston.

- B A, Ramsay.

-Duncan
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Nartoran History axp Cmesstav.—Therd
Year —Cueysistay.~1. William R, Mulock; 2+
Robert Crawford. Second Year—BoTAsy avp
ZooLaGy.~—1. Thomas H. McGuire: 2, E. D. Mc-
Laren. Hesrew.—First Yeur.—Robert Camp-
bell,B.A., Brockville. Second Year.—Charles A.
Doudiet, Montreal. Third Year.—William Mc-
Lennan, M.A., Williamstown.

Divixiry.—Senior Class, William McLennan,
M,A., Williamstown, ¢ The Macleod Prize.” Jun-
jor Classes, Robert Campbell, B.A., Brockvilie.
Class merit list determined by monthly written
exuminations :—2%hird Year.—1. William Mec-
Lennan, Williamstown ; 2. Sumuel McMorine,
Second Year.~Charles A, Doun-
diet, Montreal. Fir Year.~Robert Campbell,
B.A., Brockville.

GRADUATES.——Doclor of Laws.—~Peter Mc-
Laren, Rector of the Grammar School,  (u-
frew, Scotland.  Doctor of Dicinity.—Rev. P.
Grant, Dundee, Scotland. Master of Arts.—
(Alphabetical list)—Rev. Charles I. Cameron,
Bombay ; N. I'. Dupuis,Kingston ; Thomas Hari,
Perth: Rev. Kenneth McLennan, Whitby ; Rev,
Morrison, Uwen Sound; John I
Thompson, Prince Edward Island. Bachelor of
Arts.—(Order of Merit)—1. James E. Burgess,
Kingston; 2. Joka C. Cattenach, Corawall; .
John M. McDonnell, Fergus

Pass Mex.—MenirList.—TueoLoGY.~ Second
Year.—1. Charles A. Doudiet, Montreal, 2.
Joseph 8. E 1kin, Markham. 3. David P. Niven,
Niagara. First Year.—Robert Csmpbell, Brock-
ville,.  Awrs.—Thuwd Year.—1. Robert Craw-
ford. Kingston. 2. William Malloy, Vaughan,
3. William R. Mulock, Kingston. 4. Pe ¢ S.
Livingston, Dawn Mills. 5. John F. Fraser,
Kingston. Second Year.—1. Thomas . McGuire,
Kingston. 2. E. D. McLaren, Komoka. 3.
Mark R. Rowse, Bath. 4. Duncan McTavish,
Osgoode. 5. George L. B. Fraser, Kingston.
6. Alexander M, Ireland, Kingston. Also
John T. Kerr, Kingston. first Year.—-}
Frederick Welceh, Kingston. 2. Robert J.
Craig, Kingston. 3. Edwin H. Dickson, King-
ston. 4. James Chambers, Holbrook. 4. An-
drew McCulloch, Nelson. Also K. N, Fenwick,
Kingston.

Hovxotr LisT.—ARTS.— Third Year.—-Ro-
bert Crawford, first class in Classics, first class
in Metaphysics, and second class in Chemistry.
2. William Mujock, second class in Chemistry.
3.P. 8. Livingston, sscond class in Chemistry.
Seccond Year.—1.T. H. McGuire, first class in
Classics, first class in Mathematics, first class in
Logic. 2. L. D. McLaren, first class ia Logic,
second class in Classics. 3. M. R. Rowse, s¢-
cond class in Classics, second class in Logic.
4. D. McTavish, second class in Mathematics.

The Trustees’ Scholarshipopen to all Students
of the first year in Arts, was gained by Freder-
ick Welch. The othier Scholarships are award-
¢d at the matriculation examinations.

The following University Prizes, tobe award-
ed in Session 1865-9, were announced.

I. The Prince of Wales Prize—-probable
value $60. For the best papers at the exami-
nation for B.A.

IT. Montreal Prize—Value $20.

For the best translation of the Choral Odes
of the Medea of Euripides and cssay on the
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beautics and defects of the Tragedy asa work
of dramatic art. Open to all students.

1. Montreal Prize—Value $20.

For the best essay, expository and critical,
on Spenser’s ¢ Facrie Queenc.” Open to all
students.

IV.—Lewis Prize—Value $25.

For the best Lecture on John I1. 1.-11. Open
to ail students of Theology.

V. Church Agent’s Prize—Value 325

For the best sermon on 1 John ii. 2.

Dovarioy o tur Lisrarv.—Rev. Alexander
Spenco D.D., Ottawn, 15 volumes. As the Sy-
nod meets this year at Kingstor, ministers and
elders will have a good opportunity of bringing
with them any volumes they may think of pre-
senting to the Library.

UXNIVERSITY QUESTION.

JAddress to the Graduules of the Queen's Univer-
sity by Professor Williamson LL.D. at the
closing Convocation of the Session 1867-8.

In briefly nddressing yon, gentlemen, Gra-
duates of Queen's Uaiversity, at the close of
another Session, no subject occurs to me in our
prerent circumstances so proper to be brought
before your notice as the recent action of the
government of Ontario, with regard to the fu-
wre withdrawal of the Legislative grants
hitherto made to Queen's and other Colleges.

You, Gentlemen, and many other Graduates
of Queen’s belonging to every denomination in
the Provinee, who now form centres of an cleva-
ting influence throughout the land, are the liv-
ing witnesses of the benefits of that diffusion of
the means of a higher education which the Go-
vernment is bound to promoete, but which, we
regret to say, it now seems to wish to check. I
need not here dwell, to you to whom they are
well known, on the advantages of that diffusion,
but in order that you may be better prepared
for the duty which devolves on you to main-
tain and defend the just rights and claims of
your Alma Mater, and its sister Colleges in this
crisis of their affairs, and by every means in
your power to prevent the fatal injury which
the step taken by the Government is calculat-
ed to inflict on the educational progress of our
common country, I will in what follows lay
before you a short history of the origin and
management of the public university endov-
ment in Ontario, with reference to the present
state of the University question, which we are
now forced to revive.

In a region of vast extent like Ontario, with
an area much greater than that of Great Britain
and Ireland, with a rapidly increasing popula-
tion now amounting to two millious, the cen-
tralization of the means of a Gollege education,
and their monopoly by one locality, and for the
benefit of a comparatively small number, are
manifestly most unjust and injurious to the peo-
ple. Not ouly so; they are the very reverse of
what was designed by the original grant of the
public University Endowment. It was express-
ly declared in the despatch of the Duke of Port-
laad in 1797, communicating the gracious in-
tention of His Majesty, George III., to set apart
a portion of the Crown Lands for the purposes
of & higher education in Upper Canada, that the
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object of that endowment was for the establish-
ment, and maintenance, not of one University
or College, but of Colleges—in the words of the
despatch, ¢ of Seminaries of a larger and more
comprehensive nature,” that is, than the Gram-
mar Schools before mentioned and provided for
in the same documents, * for the promotion of
religions and moral learning, and the study of
the arts and'sciences.”  This is carefully kept
out of view by the advocates of the Toronto
monopoly ; yet such arc the terms of the des-
patch, in conformity with which a grant from
the Crown'of upwards of 250,000 acres was plac-
ed in 1798 at the disposal of the Provincial legis-
lature as the allotment for the support of Col~
leges in Upper Canada, terms -rhich show a
wisdom that puts to shame the shoctsightedness
of our local government in the present day.
How miserably, alas! have the cbjects of this
munificent endowment been carried out

Nothing was done for a long time .o fulfil the
berevolent intentions of the Crown. The scan-
tiness of the population for a numberof years in
the beginning of the century, together with the
difficuity of disposing of the lands thus setapart,
in a great measure account for the delay. At
length, when the country becume better settled
and more prosperous, certain parties in Toronto
belonging to the old family compact, without
the knowledge of the Provincial Parliament at
whose disposal the lands had been left, and by
the grossest misrepresentations to the Home
government, applied for and obtained in 1827 a
royal charter of the most exclusively Episco-
palian character, establishing King's College,
Toronto, and the whole 226,000 acres of Uni-
versity lands, (the number of acres having been
reduced by exchange for Crown lands more val-
uable and available at the time,) were through
the same influence made over for its support,
These proceedings, intended to throw the meang
of a liberal education entirely into the hands of
Episcopalianism of the most exclusive king,
while only & small proportion of the population
were of that denomination, created, as might
have been expected, universal dissatisfaction,
and were generally disapproved of even by
Episcopalians. Repeated appeals were made
on the subject by the Provincial Parliament
and the people to the Imperial authorities, who
soon became sensible of the error into which
they bad been led, and insisted on the surrend-
er of the charter which had been thus wrong-
fully obtained. After ten years' obstinate re-
sistance by the College Council to their re-
moustrances, they were at length compelled to
submit to its amendment to a certain extent
by the Provincial charter of 1837,

The charter of 1837, however, made no pro-
vision for extending the benefits of the Imperi-
al Graut to other Colleges, and left the ma-
nagement of its revenue, and of the College as
thus constituted, virtually in the same hands as
before. General dissatisfaction therefore, still
continued. No attempts, also, were made to
set King’s College in operation, although the
annual income from the University Endowment
was now considerable, and the population of the
Province was greatly increased. Inview ofall
these circumstances, and resolved not to remain
supine, if others did, in providing for the more
liberal instruction of the youth of Upper Cana-~
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da, the Methodists obtained a Provincial char- I
ter in 1840, for Victoria College, and the Pres-
byterians a Royal charter for Queen’s College
in 1841, several years before King's College
was at length opened, 45 years after the date
of the Original Grant. Still, howerer, these
denominations, or rather the people of the Pro-
vince geacrally, never ceased to urge their
claims to share in the benefits of the public en-
dowment, and to require that it shouid not be
confined to one College, and that College de-
voted exclusively to onc Church, as King's
College undoubtedly was even after the amend-
ed charter of 1837.  Accordingly the Hon. Mr. ‘
Draper, now Chief Justice, when at the bead of
the Government in 184G, brought in a bill which ;
clearly and explicitly provided for the incorpo-
ration of the several chartered Colleges as in-
tegral parts of ove University, and for the par- ’
ticipation of eachin thie public University fund. |
It was a wise and statesmanlike measure, and is
still, we are persuaded, in these its leading fea-
tures, 2 settlemeat of the question which would '
generally satisfy the country, and cffectualiy
jromcte the wider diffusion of literary and
scienzific knowledge. It was, howerer, inter-
Tupted in its course by the abrupt termination
of the Session of Parliament which preceded
the advent of the Hor. Mr. Baldwin to power.

& bill was thereafter brought in by Mr Bald-
win in 1§49. That bill became law, and chang-
ed cntirely the constitution of the University.
It cstablished one university called the
Toronto University, of a wholly sccular kind,
strictly excluding from its wallsall the services
of religion, and providing for the affiliation of
the otiier Golleges. None of these, however,
were to receive any portion of thc public en-
dowment, while they were to give up their
power of conferring degrees, and to become
merely Theological Colleges or Halls.

As might bave been foréscen, still greater
dissatisfaction, if possible, than before arose

e —

from the passage of “this Act, and not only did
none of the otler Colleges so affitiate but the
Iate Bishep of Toronto immediately began to
collect subscriptions, and prepare for the cree-
tion of Trinity Colicge, which was incorporat-
¢d by Roral Charter in 1852,

Al attempts baving fxiled to reader the Uni-
versity endowment useful for the purposes for
which it was set apart, the preseat Act of 1853 |
was brought in dy the lHon. Mr Hincks. By
this act the Cniversity praper, or the body which ]
appoinis Examiners, awands scholarships, and |
confers degrrees, is declared to be altogether se-
mamate and distinet from the Univessity Col-
lege, and provision is made for the afliliation of '
other Colleges to thie Unisersity, aad for their |
receiving a portion of the Cniversily fands for |
thelr support.  Such is its tenor, and such un-
doubledly were the purpases for which it was i
framed and passed intoa lan. Thatsach was
its Intent is proved by the testimony of al least |
three of the Minisisy of Mr Hincks at the time~
the Hon. James Marrie, e Hon. Dr. Rolph, and i
the Hon. Malcolm Cameran.  The preamble of i
the Act declares the desimbleness, for varions
imporiaal reasane, of different Colleges in a 4
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by sec. 54 explicitly recognizes the right of the
other chartered Colleges, to share in the public
endowmnent for the diffusion of higher cducation,
and provides that the whole surplus revenue
shall be set aside for their support.. It i3 in
these terms: % Any surplus of the said Univer-
sity Income Fuand, remaining at the end of any
year afterdefraying the expenses payable out of
the same shall coustitute a Fund to be from time
to time appropriated by Parliament for Acade-
mical Education in UpperCanada.” Nay more,
inorder that there might he as large a surplus as
possible for the support of the Faculties of Arts
in the other Colleges, the professional Faculties
of Lawand Medicine were abolished in the Uni-
versity College, which was therzeforth to con-
sist of only one faculty, the Faculty of Arts.
The 5um, also, to be expended from the capital
for building purposes was expressly limited to
what was necessary for improvements or addi-
tions to the buildings then occupicd by the Col-
lege, and erected only a few years before. In
this way it was naturally and confidently expect-
¢d, that out of arevenuc then amounting to £16,
000, and which by the sale of the remaining
Iands would seun amount toupwards of £21 ,000
a year, £10,000 annually would, after amply
providing for the support of the Common Unt-
versity aad the College at Toronto, be left for
the maintenance and enconragement of the
otheraffiliated Colleges.

The Act of 1853 began at first to be car-
ricd into effect fairly, and according to its in-
tention, before evil influence began to work.
At the end of the first year after its being pass-
cd, notwithstanding the very large sum even
then absorbed by the University, and the pay-
ment of ayear's salary to the Professors of Law
and Medicine as a compensation for the doing
away of these Facultics in the University Col-
lege, a surplus of £6,400 was realized and st
aside ® to be appropriated by Parliament for
Academical Education in Upper Canada”
Nothing, however, was made known to the
other Colleges regarding the cxistence of this
surplug, and no approprintion of it was made
in the manner 12quired by the statute. There-
afler both the spirit and letter of the Act of
:353 in cvery essential particular were violat-
cd.

1. In the first place, vac of its main objects,
following the example of the English Graversity
of London, is the complete separation of the
University, or examining body, from University
College, or any one similar Academical Instita-
tion alfiliated to the University.  In conformity
with this leading object, the Sexate as at first
nominated was composed of the hieads of the
three chariered Collrges, Queen’s, Victoria and
Regiopolie, only onc Professor of Univessity
College, Toronia, and other prominent persons
of diferent prrsasions and professions. 1t con-
sisted, moarcaver, of only twenly-lwo members,
and was really in 5o far_an independent body.,
The number was a0l fixed, but oniy twenty-two
being appoinicd, it is nataml to suppose, thatit
was not intenced alall events very largely to
exceed Wil amenns, At present, trough the
intsipmes of the partizans of the University Col-

growing and widely extended comalry.  Itex- | lege, and witha very evident design, the num-
pressly provides for the sepamation ol the Uai- | brr of memiass of the Senate has bren increased
versily from University College, Toronta, and  to no less than foriy-seven, comprising foar
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Professors of that Institation together with six-
teen of its graduates, besides the Principal of
Upper Canada College, its Grammar School,
making 21 out of 4%, almostall resident in
Toronto. Three or four others are ministers or
members of the Free Church, whose students
obiain tuition in the under-graduate classes of
the Toronto College free, besides scholarships,
and who, therefore, on all occasions side with
its Professors. Of the rest, nine or ten are non-
resident, and cannot, if they would, attend fre-
quent meetings of Senate at their own expense.
Its times of meeting, also, are not statutory, but
may be adjournced from week to week at the
pleasure of the Toronto majority, whenever any
inconvenient subject of discussion is introduc-
cd. Theresult is, that, the quorum of the Senate
being only five. the number of its members
not being intended to exceed the twenty two
originally appoisited by the Governor in Coun-
cil, the whoie management of the University is
now practically in the hionds of the Professors of
Uuiversity College. Iustead, therefore of the
University being, according to the express in-
tention of the Act, a wholly sepamte and inde-
pendent body, as the University of London is
with respect to its aflilinted Colleges, and as
Queen’s University in Ireland is with respect to
its three Colleges of Belfast, Galway, and Cork,
the University, and the University College of
Toronto arc now virtually onc and the same.
The present canstitution of the University Scn-
ate is 2 complete travesty of the Act—is, in fa-
miliar but cxpressive phrase, a perfect farce.

2. Inthe second place. the surplus income from
the public University Eudowment, i+ by seciion
53 of the Act 1833 1o be annually reserved, to
Lie applied by Parliament to the support of Aca-
demical cducation. throughout the Province,
and it is well kuuwn that in the first dmfi of
the Act a specific sum of £1,500 a year to each
of the principal chartered Colleges, was intend-
cd 10 be inserted in the blank left for that pur-
pose. At the close of the year immediately f.d-
lowing that in which it wwas passed a surplug
cfincome to the amount of £6 380 which would
have more than sufficed for the above sun being
given to cach of the four, Queen’s, Vicioria,
Regiopolis and Trinity, remained over, as has
been  already mentioned, and, had the funds
been honestly and cconomically administered in
accordance with the desiga of the Staiute, a
much larger surplus ought to have been realiz-
ed from n regularly increasing revenue. In
order, however, that no such surplus might ap-
pear in succeeding years, a system of the most
cxtravagant and unwarsantable expenditure was
initiated at the instigation of ceriain Professors
of University College, who taok advantage of
the frequent meetings of Scnate bring altended
almast solely by resideats in Toreato, aud, aid-
<d by local selshness and a desiee of local ag-
grandizement, seon acquined a paramount infla-
cace in that bady.  Ne surplas, threefare, with
the cxceplion of a small additional amount of
£500, ont of anavempe revenue of upwardsof

L£15,000 3 year, was permitied to acere from |

1854 down 10 1869, when a select comaitice of
the Legislatare was appointed to report on the
tetitions preseated lo it complaining of the
Danner in which the University Act had been
ypettisiently infringed.
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} Irrespective of the outlay on the new Univer-
| sity building to which we shall presently refer,
it may be enough to state one or two instances
of the mode in which the parties alluded to suc-
ceeded in absorbing the whole of the ample
revenuce intended fur the support of Academical
: instruction throughout the Protince. From
these you may furm some idea of the rest.  The
! salary of the President of University College was
! raised from £760in 1853 10 £1,000 in 1862, and
I the salaries of the Professors from £510, and
z £450 1o £630 and £330, exclusive of fees re-
| ceived from occasional students.  In 15862, (and
matters arc not altered for the better now,) the
{ maintenance of the single Faculty of Arts in
: University College, Toronto, cost as much as
, ull the other seven Chartered Colleges in Upper
. and Lower Canada, McGill, Laval, Bishop's
; College, Queen’s, Regiopulis, Victoria, and Tri-
rity, most of them with their Faculties com-
: plete, with o ten times greater attendance, re-
X quiring more work from their studentd, and
, siving them a more thorough education. They
care fur all their students alike, while at Uni-
; versity College the students geaerzlly, with
the exeeplion of a few honour men are left very
: much to themselves. Take again the Bursar's
office for the financial management of the public
endowment. The cxpenses of this office alone
were very nearly cqual to the whole expendi-
ture of Queen’s Collegre, and  greater than that
of cither Trinity or Victoria, and although the
Bursar himself proposed a reduction his repre-~
sentations were not atlended to.

3. The third and ouly other point to which
we shall at present advert in which the Act
1853 has been strikingly violated will furnsh
another instancc in which the * Family Com-
pact,” as Dr. Rycrson has well termed 12, of the
Professors of University Gollege succeeded in
causing the surplus to be absurbed which, dur-
ing the years from 1854 to 1860, would other-
wise have accrucd. The only authoriiy given
by the Act for expenditure en buildingsis to the
following cffcet : Scction 57 provides, that “ the
Governor in Council may authorize such perma-
nent improvements and additions to the buld-
ings on the said propecty as may be necessary
for the purposc of the said iustitutions respec-
tively, and may direct the cost thereof o be
id outof the permancent Fand aforesaid, here-
by made applicable to the insutation for the
purpases of which the improvement or addition
is made.” This is the sole auhionty for any ex-
penditare from the permandnt fund on buildings.
The buildings referred toin the Act had been
recently erectedin 1833 ntanexpense of £14,000,
while the laying oulof ke grounds had cost
£10,600 more, and the scction of the siatate
just quoted expressly limits the expeaditure for
buildiag purposes 1o improvements and addi-
tions to hesc haildings.  Nevertbeless, in defi-
ancec of this enaciment, these castly crections
were nltogether abandoned, nnd new buldings
on a lotally different s1c were reaned at the
further almast iacredible expense of £90,000,
cxclusive of the additional cxgence of upwards
* of £16,000 for Library and Mascrms, makingin
 all £106,000. Not anly, therefore, up to the pe-
! fiod of the Reportaf the Universuy Commis-
! cioners in 1862, had the annual income of the
! public University endowmeat, which, after de-
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fraying the expenses chargeable upon it, wasre-
quired to be devoted to the formation of a sur-
plus fund to be applied by Parliament to the
benefit of other Colleges, been illegally squan-
dered and frittered atway,but the permanent capi-
tal had been illegally and deeply encroached
upon, to the lasting injury of the interests of a

higher education throughout the Proviace by .

this enormons expenditure un buildings wholly
unwarranted by the statute, the interest on
which alone would have afforded £1,500 per
annum to cach of the four Chartered Colleges
of the leading denominations.

In 1860 upon petitions from Queen'sand Vic-
toria Colleges, and other bodies, complaining of
the manner in which the University Act had been
violate?, and praying that the sTstem of one
provincial University might be faithfelly carried
out,a select committee of the Legislative Assem-
bly was appointed to take evidence upon the
subject and to report. That committee sat re-
peaiddly, and, although they were nol able to
present their report to the House before the close
of the session, Fet so strongly were the members

of the Legislature convinced of the truth of the |
allegations of the petitioners, and the injustice |
. befare conclusion, has that the least title to be

which bad been donc to the:n, that an addition

of £500 a year to each of the former grants o
Victoria and Queen’s was passed without one

dissenting voice.

Nay more. in cunsequence of |

the representations which had been made, and -
already in a great measure fully proved, of the |
extmavagant expenditure and misapplication of .

the publicendowment,threec Commissioners were
appointed in 1561 under the Great Seal of the
Province to inquire into its management, and
generzlly into the finaneial affairs of the Uni-
versity of Toronto. These Commissioners re-
ported in 1862, fally confirming what has been
aborve stated, and suggesting a plan of affilia-
tion to whick the Senate of that University, and
the governing bodies of cach of the chartered
acadcmical institutions, Queen’'s, Victoria, Re-
giopolis, and T:inity, gave in their adhesion,

It proposed, siso, that the lands and funds of
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finally settling the TUniversity question in an
equitable manner on the basis proposed in the
report of the Commissioners, and that the differ-
ent Colleges did wot still cuntinue their agita-
tion, and urge the Legislature 10 carry out the
plan proposed. They naturally relicd on the
honuur of the Government to sce that the Uni-
versity Act was carried into effect, and certain-
Iy never supposed that the grants which they
had hitherto received as sume ccmpensation, in
the meantime at least, for the injustice done
them, until full redress was obtaiued, would be
withheld. But the climax of injustice has been
reached by the Government of Qutario, without
investigation and information on the subject,
intimating during the recent session of Parlia-
ment their intention of withdrawing those
grants, which, afterthe fallest inquiry, had been
cven unanimously increased by the Legislature
of Canada—to withhold them from Colleges
which have for years been doing their work
faithfilly ared successfully.

I shall not now detain you further by discus-
sing this proceeding of the Got ernment, ad the
new University policy to which it scems o point
in their various bearings 1 would simply ask,

called genuine cconony, which, with a provin-
cizl income exceeding the expenditure by halfa
wm:llion dollars, by refusing the oatlay of the
paliry sum of £5,000 to four acade:nic iustitu-
tions of high standing, aod intimately conncct-
cd with nearly four-fifths of the populaiion, is
calcalated at onc fell swoop to deprive tie pro-
fossional man, the farmer, the merchiant, and the
mechanic, at any considerable distance from onc
favoured spot, of the opportunity of sending
their sons to Colicge, cxcept at greatly increas-
cd expense, to be cxposed to the templations
and distractions of a large city, aud a long and
perilous separation from home, and the salutary
influence of domestic tics and domestic counsels?

" Can tbat be called cconomny which would with-

the University Endotwment should be managed |
by the Crown Lands Depariment, thus saving |

the expense of the Bursar's office, upwards of
£2,000 a year, and securing in future the appli-
cation of the surplus income cqual to the sup-
port of the other Colleges.

The adhesion of the Scnate of the Tniversity of
Toronto, and of the University College of whose
Professers and graduates the Scnate was large-
Iy compased, was given with a cery ill gmce,
and was obtained only after repeated cfforts to

cvade any reform in the abuses complained of. |

No action having been taken by the Govern-
ment on the Commissioners’ Report, the Pro.
fessors and paruzans of University College

thereafler took steps to pack the Semate by a |

further increase of their paris there, so 2s to sc-
cure at all times a large msionits in that body,
and effectunlly te prevent any change for the
better being effected through ils means, even if
all its members were or could be, present at its
frequent mectings.  The same sysiem of unseru-
pulous expenditare, and disregard of the intent
and provisions of the Tmiversity Statate, is there-
fore, still coatinued.

It is ;much to be regretted that the Govern-

hold from four poor Colleges = well-carned £35,
000 for the instraction of the Fouth of the pro-
vince in litemature and science, and would leave
the University College  of Torouto in the sole
and undisturbed possession of the noble public
endowment, of that which is not honestly theirs,
of that which isthe patrimony of the pro-
vince, and which, twith the aid aftorded
by private liberality, would be amply sufficient
for all ?

The battle mast still be fought, and we shall
not, nor will others rest satisfied until each of
the Colleges o whom grants have hitherto
been made shall receize a just share of the pub-

; lic fund intended for all, aad the incorporation

of the diffcrent Colieges in one University of
Ontario be accomplished in such a manuer as
10 casure a fair and generoas nivaley between
them, and diffase more widely the benefits of
Academic instraction throoghout the land.

One College manifestiy can never beenough”
for a Province containing more than four times
the area of Great Britain and Ireland pat to-
gether, and nearly two millioas of inhkabitants.
For the sake, therefore, of the interests of a
kigher cducxiion in our common couniry, as
well as in justice to institutions which, as vet
comparaticeiy unaided, bave done much more

ment did not take the opporturnity ai the me of . for the advancement of learning than Uairvessi-
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'ty College, supported a3 it is by the unrighteous |

monopolj of the vast national endowment, let
all unite in bringing this subject prominently
before the public, aund in petitioning the Legis-
lature at its next session for redress, assured
that they will not suffer a legislative enactrent
to be violated with impunity, and that they wail
take immediate and effectual measures for reme-

dyiog the evils of which the people of Untario

have just reason to compiain.

SYNOD'S SCHOLARSHIPF AXND BUusSAR
SCHEME.
Valcartier, per Rev. D. Shanks,

Chinguacousy, per Rev. George Law 41
Willizmstown, per James Dx.xgnnll Fsy... A UX1 2]
Southwold, per Rev. E. Macaulsy ........... H.A¥)
MeNab & Horton, per Bev. George Thomson . 1533
Qttawa, per Wilham Hamilton, E~p.......... 3 0
Nottawasaga, per Hev. A \!acdunaxd ........ U]
Finch. per Bev. 11, Lamont...... ... ....... bX1Y)

N JON PATON, Treasupir.
Kingston, Oat., 15th May, 1553,

FRENCH MISSION FUXND.

Chelsea, per Rev J Sievenght..
Chingurcousy, per Rev G “Law
St. Gabrielt fmn:h Montreal, Miss onnr) Asso-
SOCIRION ... ..ot Lol e eet i 2n
Hamilton, St. Andrew” saunda\ Sclwul Assucia-

3171 1 S, . .. Y]
Perth, per Rev, W La'n. ... .. 1:43
Oxfosd, paer Rev. W, L:mmn-v ............. L2350
!lum!y, werJ. ‘-mva:un 4.
Usnabruck, per Rev. Roberst Dolie. i)

|
ARCH. FERGUSON,
Treasurer,
Montreal. 10th May, 1%,

i
d z Pomporalities” oarnd,
i
i
§ e
!
|
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MINISTERS' WIDOWS AND ORPHANS' FUND.
] St. F'aul’s Church, Montreal, per Rev. John Jen-

Ring, DD e £162.00

| King, per Bev J Tawse ...l v

| Georging, per Kev J. Gordon . 1300

| Caclsea, per Rev. J. Sievenight ..o ... ... L. . 1200

; Clunguacousy *per Res. G, Law, .. 5.0
St Gabriel Church, Montrenl, dMisstonary As-

i sociation.. J . : X 1 ]

+ Marknham, per Rev. A Baker ... 0T 1200

. Laneaster, per Rev. 1. Mclherson.. ... ... 10.00
Belleville, per Kev. Arch, Walker........ e 1200

{ Quebee, per Rev. J. Cook, DD, ... . ... 100.00

H s}»uxcuulh- per Rev .1 Mullan ... .. 1200

« Nowmarket, per Rev. J Browa. ool - .00

i Oxford, per Hov. W.C Canping . ... . 6.02

{ Russel-Town, per Bev. Wm. Masson. .. eee 1200

‘ Beechndge, per Rev. J. McDonald .. e 000

! Hornby, per Rev. Wm Stewart............... 1.00

! SH3.07

ARCH. FERGUSON,

; R I'rcasurer.

. Montreal, 15th May, 1855,

, HOME MISSION FUND.

* Mulinur aud Tosscrontio, per Kev. Alexander

! Melanuan . ... . $25.00

, Chatham, per fZev. Jahn Rannic . o

| Finch, addisonz), per v Hugh I.amum ..... 11.0

boSt, Andrew's Church, Turonlo, vr Rev. Dr.

i Barclay..... ... .. .. il .. 6.5
Lanca«ter, et Bev. T homus Melhe reon, addl 3
Raugston, per R2ev, W Mo Inghs, addl ......... 6.0)

© Huntley, per Rev. James bmcl:ur. addi.. 2.

In next number of the - Preshytenan’ will bc mven
a complete hist of all sins cantributed for the !lomc
Mrsqon Fund, mn an<wer to the special appeal of the
There are still a few—a very
fow —congregzations  having punisters, who have not
yet contributed  We <hall thankfuliy yvecive and
:u-Ln-mlcd-c-tlu smailat sams, rather than mar the

st wath bLlanks,
JAMES CRIL. Sec

Morzisburgh, 33th May, 1555,

Correspondense.

ATHELSTANE AND ELGIN.

{ The following letter arrived too late for
insértion in the May number. A scttle-
ment of the question has since been arrived
at; but as there are some personal expla-
uations in the letter, we have thought it
best to publish it.—Ep. I’n reshyterian.]

To the Edator of the Presbylerian.

IR :—In the April number of
the Preshylerien, a report
is published by my friend
J. F, of the missionary
meetings tiy held in the
charches of Hunungdon, Athel-
staue, Elgin, &c.: &, bot in id
report I find a coaple of siate-
inenis that most certainiy call
for remark.  And it scems right
that the writer of this note shouid notice these
remarks. J. F. ia the neport alluded 1o,
baviag spoken of the desirablencss of effecting a

joaction between the congregations of Elgis

and Atlelstan, goes on to give the following
Tepresentation :—* Both Elgin and Athelstaze

j are willing (1. «. to be united Into one charge)
l and the latier anxiously desires it; where, then,
lies the difficalty 7 1tis this, Mr. Wallace is
! not willing te resign Atheistane except oa this
i conditiva, that the proportion of his income
{ paid by a1, viz., $140, be supplemented by the
t Huntingdon congregation.”
¢ Now, with regard to the first part of this
! representation—1the anxious desire of Athelstane
i 10 be united with FElgin—every member of
! Presbytery knows that for the last four years
I the vers opposite of this staic of feeling has
prevaiied.  Somewhicre aboat five years ago,
atmy owa urgeat request as also with the
I concurrence of the Preshyiers of Montreal, the
! Aihclstane congregation proposed to unite with
i the cangregation of Elgin—baut ia the doca-
meat that was drawn upon that occasion, 2 cer-
l tain condition was proposcd by the former con-
! geegation, with which the congregation of Elgin
’; did not see it to be their duty to comply. The
; business then fell to the ground, so far as
* Athelitane is concerned : and since that ime lit-
tle or nothing has Leen done baviag this end
in view,
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sentation—that bearing upon Mr. Wallace be- ¢
ing the obstacle in the way of union, and more
especially for the reason given by J. F., it is'
cqually unfounded. The thought never once '
occurred to the writer of this note to hold on
1o Athelstanc, or to throw auy obstacle in the
way of upion being effected with Elgin, if the
Athelstan congregation so desired. And  cer-
1ainly the money consideration referred to has
not influenced his conduct in the least. 1
plead innocent to the charge imputed to me
of unwillingness to resign Athelstane, and more
cspecially on the ground specified by J. F. in
his report.

Mr. Editor, T would express my strong
desire in the pages of the Presbylerian, as 1
have done clsewhere, to see a cordial union
formed between these two churches. Most
earncstly do I long to sec these two branches
of the Huntingdon Church, among whem 1
laboured for many years, snd connected with |
whom I have many pleasznt memories. while
carrying on the work of the Lord of the Vine-
yard—both in my public ministrations, as in
my private visitations from house to house—
to be united together. 1 think that good to
both partics would be the result.  Elgin, most
certainly, would be benefited, and Athelstane, 1
am confident, would be bienefited also.  And
there is no doubt as to the strong desire cher-
jshed by the Presbytery that it be accomplish-
cd speedilv, A very respeciable new chasge
would then be formed—a charge not having
naw to learn, for the first time, their church
duties; and the future Minister of Huntingddn
would still have a sphere uf labour sufficicntly
extensive 10 occupy ail lus time and thougit.

I remain. Yours very respectfuily,
Avex. Wattace. l

With reference to the latter part of the re _.e- )
I

Huntingdon, 12 April, 1868,

e

QUOAD MODERATORS.

*

Sm,—1 am humbly of opinion thata much
morc useful and satisfactory wethed of appoint. |
ing the moderatars of our supreme ceclesiastic |
cal court can be adopied than that whick now |
obtains. Itis true the prachice has herctofore
been tosclect out feremest wen to that position,
and many of them have been men of whom we
need not be ashamed. Bul why not make a
litde useof what is our glory and bagst, the §
talismanic words “ 3a canneclion sath the Church
af Scollend?” Why nol arange with the parent ,
church, or with eminentaministers of that church,
to lend us 3 moderatar cvery sccond or third
year? Who can foreser the beneficiat resultsof
having some of the illusirious men of our father- |
land presiding over our highest Church court
and, for a couple or three months, visiting our
principal centres of population, where, by their §

" them.
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genius, zeal and eloquence, they would be in

struments in God's hands of infusing new 1if®
and energy into our worn and jaded ministers
who should, asa rule, rather be regacded as
wisstonaries than parochial clergymen ? 1t is no
doubr refreshing for them to meet once a year
and louk into cach others faces, and speak words
of kindness one 1o the othier, and even to sce 2

; worthy one of their number clevated to the
. chair, but to them there is a {cdious samenesg

in it, and our synoJds are distinguished mainly
for their monotonous duluess and lack of in-
terest of any kind whatever. How different
would they be. if our ministers could look fur-
ward to such men as Norman McLceod or Char-
teris  or Tulloch or Macduff presiding over
Hew immense the enthusiasm which
would be excited in our whole denomination!

* Then, ivstead of little more than half our mi-

nisters and some half dozen elders, there wonld
be a fuil attendance of both elements at our
mectings of Syvod,and I would not be surpris-
rd to see the galleries erowded With ourleading
churchmen from one end of the Dominion to the
other. The result could not but be beneficial
Qur ministers could return to their work with
renewed and  quickened eneryy. Our laity

" would assizt them with 2 brighter intelligence

antd 2 steadier industry.  Our whole people
would take a far greater interest in the oper-
ations and success of their Church. 1T presume
there could be no great difficulty in effecting
suck an arrangement, and, as torny additional
expense thereby incurred, it would be more
than compensated for by the larger benefactivns
of our propde. 1 do hope that our Synod, at its
approaching mecting, wiil give n = suggestion
their earnest and prayerful con-ideration, as |
firmly biclicrve it would be a source of incalee-
labic good to aur Cuurch in Canada.

A Rennen Misisren.

QUOAD STIPEND.

Sir,—At our next meeting of Synod, it is to
be huped, sume enactment will be made to the
effect, that all congregations baving sctiled

ministers, shall, under the penalty of a small

fine in addition to public exposure,and, if neces-
sary, rebuke, fyle in the office of the Clerk af
the Presbytest of the bounds, their minister's
annual, semi-anuual, or quarterly receipts of
the payment of stipend, on or before a certain
day. to be by themselves named.  This would
bate the cffect of shaming many dilatory hoards
of managers into paying, if not hibemlly, at
Ieast regalaris, and thus save their ministers
much ansiety and trouble. The fine would
require to br merely nominal which wenld b-
qte sufficient for the purpese. 1 am aware
that some of our ill-remunecrated ministers may
oppase such a law. fearing lest their own man-
agers and reasurers will be sorcly exercised

. thereby, but let it once become the law of the

Church and all wiil eventuaily submit to it and
be thankful for it. Certainly it would go far
towards precenting ministers being paid their

. stipepds in dsiblets which is the wretcheq

practice almost every where, but above all, it
would prevent our diszbled ministers, by giving
them, previous lo their retitement, larger and
more punctual stipends, frem sharing the fate
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of tl.e poor, aged cquine, whose story runs
tws : “There was a horsy, this horse was old,
with age his limbs began to shake ; this horse |
was once, so we were told, a well-cared horse, |
there's no mistake.  But helpless, looks his |
worn-out frame, his tattered mane gets sad |
abuse, for pity none will on him take, because
he is too old for use.”

A Retmep Misisten.

THE UNION QUESTION.

[We have every desiré to give corres-
pondents the fullest latitude. There are,
however, limits to the right ¢f discussion,
and, we believe, that no one will thank us |
more heartily than J. . for having drawn °
our pen through the opening paragraphs of
his communication.—( Ed. Presbyteriair.)

(To the E litor of the Presbylerian )

The letter of # Ax Euner™ on Union, speaks
of the “attempts of enthusiastic but ignorant
young men to break up our Charch umder the |
namne of Union.” We wonld ask, has * Elder”
forgorten that many of the vencrable Doctors .
of our Church are avowed Union men? Has |
he forgntten that the two Principals of our
Theological Colleges, men witom the Charch
delights 1o honour, are U"nion men? Has ke .
forgotten that the most intluential of our lay- -
men, who speak in our Church courts, are the
staunchest advocates of Union ?  Now, if these
are the ignerant young men of the Church,
where will  Elder” stand?  Bat we care very !
little for anthoritics in such a question as this,
Doctors, Principals, and young mendonot alter
the intrinsic morits of a question. Thae Union |
question is one that can stand upon its own |
mefits, it needetis not tiie commendation of any |
man; if fairly and dispassionately treated, it |
must commend itself to the approval and ac-
ceplance of every honest and right minded -
Churchman.  Bat if viewed through the filmy ,
spectacies of a narrow-minded bigotry, and a ]
pscudo-charchism, then of conrse we may ex-
pect such sentimeats as wer: eaunciated by |
“Elder” in the last Presbylerian. We hold, |
and are prepaced 1o wmaintain that the pre-

sent  disunion bitween the  Preshyterian
Church of Canada, in conaection with ,
the Chureh of Scotland, ani the Canala

Preshrlerian Charch, is the greatest eccle-
siastical anomaly which trday exists in .
Christendom. Nay, sack is the cumman seasc |
tendency of the present age—a tendeacy 9 1
judge of things as they really are, irrespective
of authority or antiquity—that if this separa- :
tion is long persisted im, it will make us the
laughing-stack of the Christian world.

Bat again “El'der™ sars, the attempts of
Union men have “happily ceaced” In this
hr agair <praks with all the imnadenc . of self-
satisfied igaarance.  No, Mr. Elder, the Union
question is not dead, nor likely 10 die for some l
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time to come, in so fur as your attacks affect
its existence. If Union men are moderate, or
even quiescent in this great movement, it is
not from a consciousuess of weakness in their
cause, or apprehension of failure, but for the
very opposite reasons.  Knowing_ that they

- have common sense, expedicncy, and sound

prieciple on their side, they can afford to be
{uiet, and wait, until in the ordinary course of

. Providence, the right side will turn uppermost,

a3 it invariably does where such great princi-
ples are involved. .And this koowledge is

. linged w®ith a feeling of forbearance and defer-
. ence to the opinionsof certain,—whoare Fathers
" in the Church—time honoured and still shining
¢ lights among us, but who in the course of

nature we know must soon pass away—in all
sincerity we say it, may the day be far
distant. But Presbyterian Union in Canada
is a settled fact: it will take place, and it must
take place, because the genius of the country,
the practical common sense of the people, and
the inberent force of truth and right will com-
pel it ia spite of the fractious onc sided views
of ¢ Elder” and his confreres.

We do not menn this letter as controver-
sial. We are simply meeting “ Elder” on bisown
ground. But we are not unwilling to discuss
this question” with him in all its merits, cither

. in the pages of this periodieal, on the public

platform, or in vur Church courts. But if such
a discussion takes pitce, we hope it will not
be characterized by ill-cpnditioned wit, and
muserable punuing. which, contemptible at all
times, are specially so, when associated with
great Church questions.,

We cannot conclide this letter without refer-
ring to the manuer in which “ Elde:™ speaks of
the sister Presbyterian Church of this country.
His remarks in this connection are equally
devoid of trath and courtesy. The epithets
 heterogencous body™ and “ disintegration,” as
applicd to that Cuurch, are toth unjust and
mran-spirted.  If £ 1s a heterogencous body,
thea in all candour we would earncstly wish,
that we had more of that clement among oar-
sclves, as far as the practical working and cffi-
ciency of the two Churchies are concerned.
And we think that it ill-becomes * Elder,” or
any onc in our Chureh, to predicate dismtegra-
tion, on the ground of the petty discussion
which now cxists in that Church on the organ
quston.  [twoald evince a far betwer spint if
we wauld hape and pray that their dissensions
and troables woald come to an cnd, and that
the minority, wiaether headed by a muniature
Charch ur others, waall submuit with all respect
and obzdicnca to the decision of their superior
Court.

We hope that our Church will never so
dem~an herself. as 1o becomnn the refuge of dis-
abedient seditious  conzregations or iadivi-
duals. Sach uninn would not ha Presdylerian,
it would be subversive of the best principles on
which our Church s founded, and I for ono
would resist 1t to thie ulmost. J.P.
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QArtrcles Communicated,

ey

PUBLIC PRAYER. GENEV.A rersus WEST-

MINSTER. ‘
|
]

OR a long period. Public
Prayer has with us been
left entirely in the hands of the !
officiating Minister. In the ecarly [
days of the Church of Scotland,
however, it was not so. At
the time of the reformation, cach
of the National Branches of
Presbyterianism, the Church of i
Geneva, the Church of France, of Hungary, ofl
the Alpine Valleys, the Church of Holland and
also that of Qcotl:md adopted & Liturgy. To |
this fact, there is a not a solitary exception.
Saith Principsl Tullocb, in his ¢ Leaders of tbe
Rcformauon the iden of extemporancous Prayer
as an appropriate Vehicle of Public Devotion

was one quitc unknown to the Reformation.
The numerous formularies of worship, adonted
by these churches, differ we find from those of
the Prelatic Churches by the fact that they leave
10 the officiating Minister a wide freedom of
omission or interpolaiion according to the re-
quirements of the occasion.  Chiefamong these
is that of Calvin, which became the basis of the
French, Dutch and Scotch, and which contrasts
strikingly with the prayers that are in our days
offered up in the pulpits of many who call
themselves by his name.

In 1559, John Knox,after anexile spent chief
Iy at the feet of Calvin, returned to Scotland,
taking with him a versien of the Genevan Lit-
urgy. This form of service he submitted
to the General Assembly for adoption who
commanded it to be printed, “being thought
necessary and profitable for the church.” In
the following year, it was dirccted that the sa-
craments shonuld be administered after * the
Book of onr Common order” and again * that a
uniform order should be kept in the ministra-
tion of the Sacraments according to the Kirk of
Geneva.” The injnnction iwas afterwards is-
sued “ that Ministers and Readers provide them-
sclves with that order in prayer and adminis-
tration of the Sacmments” This same Book
was in 156 translated into Gaclic for the use
of the Gaclic Churches, and issaid to havebeen
the first book {cver printed in that language.
1t was entitled ** Foinm na Nurrnuidheadt” A
little before the meeting of the Westminster
Assembly vizin 1641, the Scottish Book of Com-

mon order was reprinted at London and pre-

sented to “the Most Iigh Court of Parliarent.”
Two years thereafter, a second edition appeared
with o similar | Dedication, and as late a5 1648,
it continued to be the common ritual ol the
cburch. “Some of the prayers in it” says Dr.
Cunningham in his Church History of Scotland,
% for transparency of diction and beauty of piety
may well compare with the much lauded com-
positions of the Anglican Prayer Book "—adding,
“the whole compilation is characterized by
good sense and sobriety of religious feeling.”

The Church of Scotland, which for a bundred
years had thus preserved these written forms,
at length Iaid them aside, not that it had any
disposition to do so, for ag we bave scen va-
rious cditions of the book were published, and
this in accordance doubtless with the demands
of tne church down to the very year of the
meeting at Westminster, but in concession to a
plan of uniformity with other churches in
the use of a common Directory for worship.
The fact is o remarkable one that the Church of
Scotland laid aside her Book of Prayer to please
others rather than hersclf; and adopted a system
propounded by strangers, in the hope of the be-
nefit of an extensive agreement and uniformity
tobe realized upon an entirely Now  Platform,
which hope. it need scarcely be added, was
doomed to signal disappointment.

Whicther the church acted wisely in thus
giving up the usc of her vencrable Formula;
has been disputed. Her children, it is true, have
loved her in spite of her having deprived them
of everything like a form of worship, save
her old version of metrical psalms, rourd
which memory and association can entwine , but
had she retained her Old Liturgy, she might
have bound them closer in her embrace and pre-
veated many from straying from her fold. The
experiment of leaving the prayers of the Sanc-
taary to the unaided individuality of the Minis-
ter has now been fully tried. For two centurics
and more has the church in the face of all kis-
toric precedent, and in conflict with her own
carlicr principles and practice adhered to the
method agreed to by the Westminster Assembdly,
and unknown in ccclesiastical experience be-
fore the sittings of that body. This method
many have come to regard as quite defective:
and, if judged by its working can scarcely be
pronounced, cven by its greatest admirers a suc-
cess, a thing at which no onc need greatly
wonder. The Westminster Assembly met in
troublots times, times butill fitted for calm and’
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unprejudiced legislation, even for the age that
then was, much less for the far distant future.

Besides, its recommendation of or agreement
upon a Directory for Public Worship was an is-
sue to which, it may with truth be said, it wag
driven by tbe circumstances of the times—be-
ing o not unnatural revulsion from the use of
an enforced Liturgy, containing many things to
the members of it offensive, and which left
them no liberty or discretion whatever, in the
words of Dr. Shields “a revolutionary protest
sgaiost civil and ecclesiastical tyranny™ while
the adoption of it by the Church of Scotlard

is to be accounted for on the same principle, “a

consequence,” as says Principal Tulloch, ¢ of
the insane Prelatical despotism of Laud and bhis
associates.” A proposul to change or modify
in any way the system thus set up by the
Westminster Assembly and adopted by the
Church  of Scotland, some, strange to
say, would be disposed to regard as little
clse than gn act of impiety, though such a pro-
posal need not be regarded as at all reflecting
on the wisdom of the great and good men of
that Assembly,who could scarcely have heen so
sanguinc as to expect that it would be followed
for two hundred years, much less for a Jonger
period, cspecially by the Church of Scotlang,
which had so small a Representation in it—for
of the 120 Divines who sat in that assembly,
only 5 were commissioners from the Church of
Scotland ; of the Westminster assembly, we are
ready to say what the members of it said of
those who went before them in the work of Re-
formation, * we acknowledge them as cxcellent
‘ instruments raised by God, and desire that
‘% they be had by us and posterity in everlast-
“ing remembrance—and are persuaded, were
ff they now alive, they would join in this work”
of reforming the service of the Church with the
view of adopting it, profiting by the experience
of the past, to the felt requirements of the age
and the changed circumstances of these our
times, for whatever that system may have been
or their own age and times, it is not, in the
opinion of many of our moest distingushed
clergrmen and enlightencd laymen, the best
passible that could be devised for us, living
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so very different, And to the smouldering con-
victions and wishes of not a few such, expression
has in recent years been given. The enlighten-
ed are perhaps the least satisfied with the pre-
sent meagre devotlional equipment of the
Church. The belief of many is that that sys-
tem is not the best which places the whole of
the devotional services in the hands of the
officiating Minister, be his state of body or spir-
it what it may at the time, and which assumes
that he can at all times and under all cir-
cumstances, conduct these becomingly, if able
to attempt doing so at all. Dissatisfied with
the present naked and unequipped state of the
church, they desire a return to a discretionary
Liturgy fur public worskip and prescribed forms
for the administration of the sacrameats, the
celebration of marriage, burial of the dead &c.
Having as great a dislike to & fixed and enfore-
ed Liturgy, as a conviction of the defectiveness
and utter unsatisfactoriness of the present sys-
tem, they are prepared to urge the use of a dis-
cretionary Liturgy, retaining all that is valu-
able in the Church of the past, and yet adapted
to the Church of the present and the future, in
cupjunction with Free Prayer, believing that
the worship which combines both, is that
which, being the most comprehensive and
edifying, is best suited for the service of the
sanctuary,

The subject thus brought under the notice ot
the Readers of The JDresbyferian is one,
which is engaging the attention of other Chris-
tian Churches, and is indecd one of ¢ the Ques-
tions of the Day.” It is worthy the consider-
atiun of all who revere the name of Calvin and
Knox, and the mecmories of the men of the
Scottish Reformation, and who value aright
that noble Legacy of Devotion, which they and
others of their tune have bequeathed to  us, as
well as that of the Early Fathers of the Church
the common inheritance of ali Christians, and
—vho believe that our public services are suscep-
tible of improvement, and that atis our duty
toimprove and as much as possible perfect them]
and that this may be, in part at least, cffected
by a discreet use of the same, as well as render-
c¢d more worthy than they at present are, 0

more than two centuries after them and in imis + Ihim to whom our worship is od~red.
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Fotices and Rebiclus,

a———

A HistoricAn AND STATISTICAL REVORT
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
Canapa 1N CONNECTION WITH THE
CavuRCcH Or SCOTLAND, Fer THE
YEAR 1866. Printed by order of
Synod ; Montreal; John Lovell, St.
Nicholas Street, 1868. Second edition.

This admirable compendium of the
present condition and past history of our
Church has met with the rapid sale which
we predicted for it and which its own
merits so richly deserved, the second

edition beinz called for within a fewmonths |

of its first appearance. The opinions re-

garding it which have reached us from all
quarters, amply assure us that its publica- |
viduality of the author; who, we may remark,

tion will confer lasting benefit upon the
Church; as there is no question that the
noole response, which our people made to

the appeal of the Temporalities’ Board -

during the last few months is largely to be

attributed to the enthusiasmm which the |

author’s visits tu our cungrezations inspired
of which this report is partly the fruit,
and partly the record.  In this sccond edi-

tion, a few alterations and corrections have
been made, so far as any errors in the
former edition were puinted out to the -

author, and now it may be regarded as a
perfectly reliable authority in regzard to
facts and dates, as it from the first was in
regard to principles.  As it is not likely,
from the very nature of the work, that
another opportunity will be afforded of
procuring it, we would advise all our
friends who were not fortunate enough to
secure 2 copy of the former edition to send
in their orders carly to Mr. Lovell, who
will execute them without delay.  As it is
-presumed the former edition was almost

wholly monopolized by our own people, the |
general public who may be curious in such |

matters, and cspeeially our friends in the
Canada Presbyterian Chureh, will now
have an opportunity of gratifying their
wish to obtain cach a copy. We subjoina
few extracts of a bricf, but appreciative
notice of this little book, which appeared
in the May number of the ** Home and
Foreign Record,” above the signature of
R. 1. 8§, whom w¢ recognize as one who
was formerly intimately connccted with the
Church in Canada, and whom we are glad
to see taking still an interest in our affairs.

“ We have receivad frowm Me, Crail & copy of
this exhaustive and admirable report <« ¢ ¢
A work undertaken so generously, accomplish-
ed so thoroughly, has a claim upon the personal
gratitude of Churchmen, while the substance of’
it engages their deepest interest. Mr, Croil
travelled 12,000 miles, and visited 126 scatter-
ed congregations which form our Canadian
Church . . . . . i .
The report gives not only full but minute ia.
formation regarding each of these congregations
Presbhyteries, and Colleges; the Church's
Schemes ; her revenues and property ; her places
of worship, manses and glebes; her clergy,
down to the places of their birth, education, and
services. And these statstics are not like sta-
tistics generally, arid and uarelieved, but are
lighted up with all the interest of a personal
narrative, with frequent gleams of a humorous
quaintness and vriginality which mark the indi-

has already won his spurs in the field of Golo-
nial literature by his ¢ History of Dundas a
most vivid and useful chapter of Canadian an-
nals. Mr. Croil speaks with remarkable plain-
ness when his spirit s stirrel by a settler's reluc-
tance to “contribute.” ** How much,” heex-
claims indignantly, apiopus of some hard-fisted
farmer of Nottawasaga, ‘“docs this modern re-
presentative of Christianity in the finest wheat
growing township of Canada—a ‘man who
thanks God he was burn & Presbyterian’~—who,
‘Please God, intends to die a Presbyteriany
whose love fur the Church of Scotland, to hear
him talk, is, as was that of David to Jonathan,
¢ wonderful—passing the love of women'—How
much per annam Jdoes this prosperous farmer
dole vut for the suppourtof a laburious and faith-
ful minister of the Gospel ? Publishit in Gath—
four doliars. Tell it in Askelon that he refus-
ed, point-blank, to become a subscriber to the
¢ Presbyterian’ atonce dollara-year !  Again, in
the case of a congregation waich had no Sun-
day collections, “ consteatious scruples were as-
signed by an old elder, who submitted that he
and o hers thought itsinful to collect money on
the Lord’s Day which mightbe applied to secu-
lac purposes, such as digging post-holes round
a minister’s garden. Tae fallacy is plansible,
but ‘ facts are stubborn chiels;’ the fact fatal to
our clder’'s argument in this case being that
there happened to be no minister’s manse or
garden belonging to that congregation!”

The report in generat is satisfactory, although
the strength of the Church, especially in some
of the chief towns—Toronto, Hamilton, and
Ottawa, for instance—is much below the right
standard. But the growth of the Church—
although checked for a time by the secession of
24 ministers in 1S14—has been steady and
healthy on the whole since its first plantation
in 1765, when 15 history begins with the minis.
try of Mr. Heury, & military chaplain at Que-
b(!c . . . . L] [ . e

The great want of the Canadian Chureh is
men. In 1866 there were 19 vacant charges,
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and the vacancies are often long, to the great
detriment of the cause of religion. Of the 32¢
ministers who have been connected with the
Church in Canada since its foundation. we no-
tice that only 67 have studied at Kingston.
There must be a larger,supply of native students
ece the pastorate can be adequately filled. Of
these 336, we observe that 16 have got charges
in Scotland after leaving Canada ; 47 have re-
tired, resigned, or been dismissed; and 4 have
seceded to the Anglican communion.

But for every detail concerning the outward
apparatus and inner life and work of the Church
we must refer those interested in Canadian af-

|
|
|
|
|

[
|
i
|
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fairs to the report itself, It will be read, we
feel sure, with real pleasure, and will give a
distinct jmpression of an ecclesiastical organi-
sation, the offspring and representative of our
ows, and yet in many rezpects snggestively and
picturesquely modified by the conditions of Col-
uniul life, sacial and political,  Might it not be
well, with a view to the better study of these,
and to the strengthening of our brethren’shands
in Canada, thata deputation were sent out to
go through the colony ¢ confirming the church-
es”? A Canadian welcome—no less hearty
than a Scotch—would greet jt.”

@he Churches and fhetr FKlisstons,

VISIT OF THE DEPUTATION TO THE
NORTH-WEST PROVINCES OF INDIA.

T has been a matter of very
great regret, not to Preshy-
terians vnly, but ty the Pro-
testant Chuschies general-

Iy, that the visit of your Depu-

tativn to the Noeth-Weat b been

so very hurricd.  We can testify
to the feeling of disanpointient
both in Delli ana Mecrut, when
it was made known that De. Mae-

place. According to medical advice, he could
not deviate from the line of rail, and was to be

lrod would be prevented, through
iliness, from preaching in either |

i
{
[
{
l
|

i
|
+
1

back in Calcutts, ready tu sail vn the morning of .
the 25th February. Hence be lias not journeyed

at all in the Punjab, and his been able to mahe
only the most cursory run through Allababad,
Lucknow, Agra, and Dclbi. From Caleutta

s

upwards the work of the Deputativn in visiting .
the missions has bun fuifilled (Hiddly by Dr. |

Watson, who alsu seums admirably fitted for U1 . }
© his hearers would ask, what are the impressions

We bad the pleasure of meeting the Deputa- . you have received in regard to Christian work

the task.

tion at Delhi, and of going with Dr. Watsun to

Meerut, and trust it may be appropriate v your |

pages if we now send a briof auvlice of thar
most welcome visit.

Although they remained in Ddlli only abuat
a day and a half, and went to se¢ most of the
memorable scenes and buildings, of which the

spirit, but wost ready and anxious to meet the
representatives of all Protestant missions, and
of all interested in their work. They had come
tc sec, to hear, to inq .ire, and to learn; and,
laying aside all precunceived ideas, to report
faithfully what they might thus discover. They
trusted that, through such wmquiry, they would

2 hetter able to assist in conducting the work
of the Mission Committee at home, aund that
their report would be useful to the Church and
tu their fellow-members on tue Committee. It

v was a cause of thanhfuluess that thdir recep-

tion evirywhere, amyng churches and classes,
had been most hearty and generous.  They had
met with gentlemen in the civil and wilitary
services, as well as with clergymen and mis-
sivnaries, and all had been most readsy to give
the moust abuadant information.  They had met
alsy with educated natives, and with many per-
sons whose thoughits varied wmach in regard to
missionaries and their work., Their inquiries
Ead been answered from many sources, and the
teport resulting was therefure more likely to be
true, cumprehensive, and liberal. .And now,

in this great country ?  Une was. that the mis-
sivnaries were respected as thoroughly houest
men ; and anuthier. that the people were being

. prepared for a wider recoption of Christian

city and its neighbourhood are full, they yet |

found time to address a large public meeting
in the Institute. The Commissiuner of Delhii,

Colonel McNeill (sen of the venerable Dr. .
. that the missionarics, as a class, are thoroughly

McNeill of Liverpool), presided, and intro-
duced the Depumiation.

Dr. Maclcod said he was very glad, indeed,
to address a few waords 1o those present at this
his farewell meeting in udia.  He began with
a brief account of the missionary work uf our
Church both at home and abroad, and then
mentioned how the idea of this Deputation bad
arisen, and been approved by the General As-
sembly, and how Dr. Watson and himself had
been commissioned to carry it uut.  They had
come to visit the missionarics aund mission-sta-
tiong of our own Church, yet in no sectarian

truth than had bitherto appeared.

Dr. Watson and lbimsclf had conversed with
many Who believed in the good of missions,
and with some who did pot—with some who.
thougt t that wissionaries shouid work in this
way, with others who thought they should in
that—but from all the umform testimony was,

Lionest mer, carnestly secking to accomplish
the work they have undertaken, and respected
accordingly. e thougtt also they bhad fonnd
much ctvidence of the fact that the country was
Leing prepared for a much more general recep-
tion of Christianity. Think on mauy cruel
customs abolished within comparatively a few
vears ; think on the extent of English educa-

. tion among the natives, and of fnmihiarity with

European idess ns compared with that of a few
years back; think of the shakiog of belicef in
maoy of most of the superstitions of Hindooism ;
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think on the advance made in religious thought
and worship among members of the Brahmoso-
maj; think on the dissatisfaction with thf:ir
own eystem expressed by many educated Hin-
doos, and on the desire after something better;
think on all these things, and the conclusivn is
icresistible, that the people are being prepared
largely for the belief of the Gospel. The speak-
er did not say that all these changes and symp-
toms of change were entirely due to direct
missionary effort, but assuredly they were very
largely so, and the missionaries had always
been in the van of enlightenment and returma-
tion. People sometimes said that missionaries
had accomplished little.  When it was remem-
bered that the whole number of them was very
small compared with the waats of this vast
country, that several of them were sick and
too old for work, and others newly come and
too young, and, above all, that it was litule
more than fifty or sixty years since they were
allowed free permission tv preach—wheu all
this was remembered, hie thought that as much
had been done as could reasvnzbly be expected,
Fifty years! a hurdred years was not much in
the history of a nation. Nor was the mere
number of baptisms at all a fuir test of all that
had been done.  The spreading abroad of' light,
the inroads made on heathen darkness, were
as much to be thought of, and were indeed the
results immediately to be lovked for.

The Rer. Doctor here dilated, with bis usual
eloquence, on the many and long preparations
often nceded for great works. An on-looker
might be tempred to think jthese preparations
unsightly and useless, bat the day would come
when the great result should be attained, and
the paticnce of the workmen approved. As
with the advance of an armny—as with the
memorable siege of their own city—it was long
while the trenches twere being cut, and the
batteries brought forward, and the columns got
safely into positiou, and scemingly nothing
done; but at last, when all is ready, the word
is given, and the powder is fired, and the gate
blown in, and the tioops rush in aund the city
is taken ; so he believed it would be with the
victory of Christian truth over the falseness and
wickedness of Leathenism.

Such were among the impressions they had
received from their visit to India.  In conclu-
sion, Dr. Macleod would cutreat all Clristinns
in India to let it be known by their conduct
what living Christianity is. In thi3 most im-
portint way of example every onc is a mission-
ary. When inall parts of the world men and
women arc found true, loving, pure, pious—who
all say, we became and are thus through the
faith of Jesus Christ—then others are persuaded
of the truth and power of the Gospel. This was
that great oneness for which our Saviour prayed,
that it might be amoung His disciples a oneness
in character, in feeling, and in holy living. Let
those prescni manifest its reality and beauty.
The speaker urged such duties persuasively on
hisowaconntrymen,adressing particularly some
soldiers of H.M. 79th Camcronian Highland-
ers, who, alongwith their commanding officer
{Colonel Best), were present.  And he thought
that, asscmbled where they were, on the very
scene of the memorable outbreak of 1837, there
was no lesson more snitable than that of Chris-

i
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tinn forgiveness, after our Lord’s own example,
We could do no good to any so long as we hated
or despised them. Let the dead past bury its
dead. Unless forgivencss and charity should
prevail, we would never be in a right relation
toward the races of this country whoare nlaced
50 wonderfully under our rule.

It nced not be said that the address was
listened to with unabated interest; but it may
be added that a few cducated natives who were
preseat were as attentive asany, and emong the
first to applaud.

Dr. Watson followed, briefly confirming the
tone of Dr. Macleod’s address. As in civil
questions, o parliamentary commission might
find out, in a few weeks, facts that the citizens
had not discovered in the course of years, so
he thought that the Deputation might discover
very much of the real state of missions in India,
They had not the authority of a parliamentary
corgmissivn, but the extreme readiness of al!
whom they had met to impart information made
up forapy such defect. Dr. Watsoa also thought
that the natives were begiuning to be lifted up
out of the depths of superstition; that there
were many who, althcugh they went to the
temples to do poojab, did it now onlyas a
form, and that in such empty formality they
could not always or long remain. Ia itlustra-
tion, be might mention a most interesting meet.
ing he himself had enjoyed in Gyah with
upwards of 190 young men-—educated Hindoos,
but not Christians—~who had listened most
readily to his discourse, and whom he had
urged to do all they could in bringing their
countrymen out of ignorance and folly.

Almust immediately after the meeting Dr,
Macleod left by rail, so beginning his home-
ward journey. May it be prosperous!

Dr Watson came eastward to Meerut, where,
on Sunday the 23d, he preached most impres-
sively to the Presbyterian congregation worship-
ping there.

It has been noticed before, but can scarce be
repeated tuo oftee, that the Presbyterians at that
large station have hitherto received ouly the
most inadequate church accommodation. 1n the
mean time, also, owiug to changes among the
troops, the congregation is exceptionally small.
Neverthless, a collection was made of upwards
of £24. 165, towards the fund for retiring al-
lowance to missionaries.

If we may be allowed ecven in the smallest
to anticipate their own report, we would say
we hopefully expect very much good from the
visit of Uns Deputation. Dr. Macleod's great
name and Dr. Watson's practical sagacity have
been well united in fucthering such results.
Not to speak here of tihe information gathe-cd
by themselves, and which they are so well able
to communicate to the Committee and to the
Charch at home, we would say what we feel,
that they have done much in stirring to a health-
thy zeal the members both of our owa Church
and of other Churches; that they have doune
much in drawing out the brotherly concord of
different churches and missionary societies, and
in welding them together in common carnest-
ness and cffort for the promotion of the truth;
and that they have done much in cheering the
hicarts of fellow-labourers who may have feit
lonely—far from home and sympathy—in their
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toil among a teeming beathen population. On
such accounts we are sure that missionariesand
chaplains and private Christians wiil thank the
General Assembly for sending those two bre-
thren to visit us. And we would end by ex-
pressing the wish that this Deputation, which
has been received so enthusiastically through-
out India, may not be the lust, but that before
very many years our venerable Church may
again commission certain of her honoured sous
at home to journey to this far BEast, and see
« whether it be well with their brethren.”
G.G.G.
MsereT, February 29, 1868.

ScotLaxp.—The Joint TUnion Committee
have passed important resolutions as to the fu-
ture position of the churches situated in Eng-
lagd and Scotland respectively. The follow-
ing are the conclusions agreud 10 :—

*1st.  That any union of the negotiating
churches which may be formed, it wall be desir-
able that there be separate and independent
jurisdiction in the portions of the uniling
churchies situnted in Scotland and England re-
spectively.

« 2nd. That under any adjustmentof those two
portions which may be propused, it will be
necessary to make manifest and maintam that
uhity.

“The following would seem to be the best
way of giving practical effeet to these conclu-
sions t—

1. That the churchies now negotiating
should fratue a basis of uniun, which all shall
accept; and, in this respect, constitute onc
church.

432, That for the churches thus uaiting,
there shall be two separate judicatories in Eng-
Jand and Scotland respectively, each haviug
independent jurisdiction, and that, in ths re-
spect, they shall constitute two churches—one
in BEugland, the other in Scotland.

#3, That the unity of these twu churches
might be made wanifest by sume such means
as the following :—viz. simil.rity of nawme, mu-
tual recognition of licence, ordination aud
membership, co-operation in missions, and a
council t0 meet at stated intervals, or as occa-
sion might require, with functions carcfully de-
fined in harmony with the independent juris-
diction of the separate judicatories.” .

We gathier a few fragments from the interest-
ing report of the Scottish National Bible So-
cely.

Ighlands and Istands.—Edward Colby, Don-
ald M‘Lean, and John Macleod have laboured
chiefly in Highland districts, where their ac-
quaintance with the Gaelic language was turn-
ed 10 good account. Colby's sprcial ficld has
been as usual ¢ the Long Istund.”  MLean has
almost completed his painstaking  house-to-
house visits in Argyleshire, when he was re-
moved to the Orkncys, as detailed in a subse-
quent paragraph. Macleod has found ample
work, in Inverness-shire, where he has been
encouraged not only by large sales—on the
average twenty-six Bibles and Testaments
every working day—but by the countenance
of the ministers, and frequent capressions of
interest nnd gratitnde on the part of the people,
lu various instances thesc colporteurs have
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found access to Roman Catholics, who would
searcely have obtained the Scriptures in any
other way. It muay be mentianed here that a
new colpor. ar, James Jack, was taken on
trial iv November. His sules in Russ-shire dur-
ing four weeks have been 163 Bibles and Testa-
ments. From infurmation recently received,
it is eyident that much will require to be done
before the Westera and Northern Highlanders
can be fully supplied with suitable copies of
the scriptures.  In one large school visited last
summner, not a single cumplete Bible could be
found. The whole issues of Uaelic Seriptures
this year were 7,450 Bibles and Testaments.

The Bible-waggon.—William Murray, with
his young assistant, John Shaw, las laboured
with great as<iduity and success. The sales
of Bibles and Testamnents have been 8,378, or
twenty-seven daily. The waggon which was
one of Mr. Henderson's many gifts to the so-
ciety, hss become a fumiliar visitor to almost
all the open-air gatherings in the west of Scout-
land. During the bolidays in Glasgow, in
connection with the fair, and at the beginning
of the year, Murray cheerfully gave up his own
recreation, and often Ul lowg after nightfall
continued at the work to which he is so much
attached.  On New Year's-day le sold to the
value of £7. In complinnce with local wishes,
the waggon went to Fifeshire in the autuman, and
lefumany hundred copies of the Scriptures among
the weavers, winers, aud fishermen of the an-
cient kingdom,

PrespvTERY of HapvinGTrus.— At a meeting
of the Presbytery of Haddington, held on Tues-
day, it was resolved to trausmit o memorial to
Her Majesty expressive of their detestatioun of
the attempt made upecn the hfe of the Duke of
Edinburgh. A discussivn tuwk place in the
Presbytery un the question of patronage, which
1esulted i the trausmission of an overtare to
the General Assembly praying that body to take
steps to secure the abulition or modification of
the law of patrunage, and failing that to bring
the proper influence of the Church upon the
patrons with the view of inducing them to
give the people tie choice of their own minis-
ters.

Tue Vacaxey 1y tue Pawrisu or Oup Grey-
FRiaks.— A mecting of the members and adhe-
rents of the Old Greyfriars congregation was
held in the church, on Wednesday cvening, to
constder what steps shouid be taken by the con-
gicgation in connection with the vacancy in the
charge occasioned by the lamented death of the
Rev. Dr. Lee. On the motion of Mr. Cairns,
M. Greenlull was called to the chair.  After
stating the object of the meeting, the chairman
requested Mr. Ciirns to mention what steps the
session had hitherto taken in the matter. Mr.
Cnirns accordingly explained that the session
Ead waited npon the Rev. Mr. Wallace, of Trini-
ty College Church, with the view of ascertain-
ing whether, in the event of a unanimous re-
commendation in his favour being made by the
congregation in the Town Counail, the patrons
of the parish, and in the further event of the
Town Council acting on the recommendation
he (Mr. Wallace) would accept the charge; and
that Mr. Wallace's answer bad been favourable,
Mr. Cairns added, that in taking this step the
elders in no respect whatever committed the
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congregation to the support of the gentleman
named, they being perfectly free to nomi-
nate or vote fur any other clergyman whom
they might think better fitted to fill the place of
their late lamented pastor. Mr. Alexander
Ramsay then moved the appointment of a com-
mittee, consisting of the elders, deacuns, and six
members of the congregation, tv inquire as to
asuitable successor to Dr. Lee, and to report to
a future meeting of the congregation. Mr.
Skelton, advocate, who was named as une of
the members of the congregation, on the com-
mittee, stated that, without disparagement to
Mr. Wallace, he should feel it his duty to bring
before the committee the name of the Rev. R.
Herbert Story, of Roseneath, as a suitable persun
for the charge. Mr. Skelton read a letter from
Principal Tulloch, of St. Audrews, in support
of Mr. Story’s claims, in which the Rev. Priuci-
pal urged that by Mr. Story being brought to
Edinbuargh the hands of the Rev. Mr. Wallace
and of others who sided with himin the Presby-
tery would be materially strengthened. Mr.
Mcllish mentioned Principal Tulloch himself as
a suitable candidate; and another member of
the congregation suggested that it would be
very desirable to nscertain whether the late Dr.
Lee had bimself given any indication of his vie &3
regarding an assistant and successor. After
some further conversation, the motion for the
appointment of a committee was agreed to, and
a vote of thanks to the chairman termnated the
proceedings.

Excpaxn.—The Latter-Day Suints in Lontdon
have held their annual meeting at the Music
Hall, Store Street. At the hour appointed for the
commencement of the proceedings twenty-
three men, all dressed in black, and most of
them very young, came through a side door on
the platform, and sat down in a row. The
president for the day (Mr. Franklin Richards)
requested every onc to stand up while a bymn
was sung—t0 one of the most popular airs of
the day ; but the twenty-three gentlemen on
the platform sat in their chairs, without show-
ing the slightest interest in the matter, while
everybody else obeyed the presidential injune-
tion to stand. The next business was to ask
for & blessing on Brigham Young, his counsel-
lors, bishops and apostles, and this was done,
we are told, in a very intelligent way, what-
ever that may wmean. Next followed the
delivery of verbal reports from the elders who
have charge of districts in connection with the
London Confeience, the eldest of these elders
being apparently not more than twenty-three
years of age. Mr. Franklin Richards. the
president of the conference, then delivered an
address.  He said that in the London district
there were nince branches, 20 clders of confer-
ence, 33 priests, 24 tetchers, 30 deacons. During
tiie Jast gix months 132 persons had been bap-
tized, 16 cutoff; 4 had died. The total number
in the London Conference, including officers,
was 1,172, He thought it was doubtful whezther
all the Latier-Day Saints in England would be
able toget away to Utab this year, fo- they were
admitting hundreds of new iembers every
month and they could not make up the necessary
amount for cxpenses of passage. By a
show of hands Mr. Brigham Yourg and his
councillors, the twelve apostles, the bishops,
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and other officers were * sustained” in their
present positions.

Last jear the Secretary of the London Mis-
sivnary Society had to make the unsatisfactory
anpouncement that the association had a
deficit of £20,000, and that unless successtul
effurts were made to supply the deficiency, it
would be absulutely necessary to curtail nis-
sivnty operations. Smce then Dr. Tiwdman
has died, and his successor, Dr. Mullens, bas
been appointed. e will have the satisfaction
of declaring in his first budget not only a buj-
anced accotnt, but a surplus. The contribu-
tivns which have been made during the past
year have been extraordinarily laree.  Une
gentleman in Tasmania, Mr. Henry Hopkus
lias alune contributed £3,333, one-third, . ¢.
of the £10,000 which the colonies have Leen
asked to subzcribe.

-

IrELAND.—The issue of the of the great de-
bate in the House of Commons has made the
relation of Church and Swate the question of
the time.  Forescen and long impending, it has
now come up for an immedinte sctilement,
amid no less excitement than the nature of the
caze would suggest. It is the absorbing topic
meeting cne in the paper, in cunversatior, in
public meetings, in corporations, in the puljut,
—everywhere. Yet the defence of the estab-
lished Church is maintained with more vigour
than the attack.,  The Church Instuution alune
has printed and circulated 139,000 pamphleis
and 10,000 forms of petitivn, and Church De-
fence Associatinng have sprung u; in almost
every town of importance. Thoug'. the issue
may still be in doubt, its posibilitieshave given
the discussion a practical turn.  The relation
of the unendowed Church to the State, alter-
ations of its constitution to a form that woutd
approach the churches in America or the col-
onies ; modes of its support on the plan of the
sustentation fund—these are matters that are
evidently vecupying men's minds, and that are
already freely bandled in private and in the
press. Changes of some magnitude inevitable,
and large reforing are eagerly ciaimed by those
who are the stoutest to defend the church,
The apprehension that Protestantism must suf-
fer dues not seem to spread, and the spirit with
which the Protestant churches. have wworked
during the last thirty years gives no ground
to fear for them or to be discouraged about the
advance of the truth.

Fraxce.—There isa little rise in the life of
the Young Men’s Christian Unions in the
south and elsewhere. The 150 subscribers to
their Bulletin have increased this year to 300
the paper is publizhed now at Nimes, where, it
is expected, it will be under a more warm-
hearted and carnest management.  The Ameri-
can and gangiish branch n Paris have their
reading-room, library, and lectures at the
banking offices of J. W, Tucker and Co, 3,
Rue Scribe, and all young mea are assured of a
hearty welcome.

The Lutheran Church in  Paris shows
much working power: its schools are certam-
1y the most carcfully tended by the pastuss.
In 1812 it had one school, the only Protestant
school in Paris, and gladly used by the Re-
formed Church, also for its children. In 1850
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the Lutheran schools numbered 15, with 8060 .
children; at present they number 47, with |
3,600 puils.

The General Pastoral Conferences were fixed '
for April 28th; and the subject, Justification by
Faith : reporters, Pastors Weber, (Lutheran)
and Byse (Free Church). The National Con-
ferenceis 1o meet on May 2nd ; subject The Pas- |
toral Ministry. The Liberal Conference Las taken |
for subjects, 1. The Connection of Morals with
Religion : reporter, Pastor Jalabert of Naucy ;
and 2. Is the Pastor a Priest? by Pastor Fon-
tanés of Hivre

The maltitudes of pleasure-seckers who make
their annual pilgrimage to the Barriere du
Trone to enjoy the Easter fair and purchase
gingerbread—i. e. the whole working popu-
lation of Paris—find this year a new attraction;
a reminiscence of the Exposition: a booth |
where tracts and gospels are given freely to all
who will, and picture-tracts and Scriptures |
sold. The crowd surround the booth, and aie
as eager as ever they were at the Champ de
Mars, to secure the little Easter gift. Some .
conae out of curivsity, all express pleasure, and
many come as old acquaintances.  The police
authorities, in granting the stand, added :he
most handsume enconiums on the work and
its promoters, and gave the best possible situa-
tion for it, placing it with its back to the :
clowns and follies, and its face looking down ,
whole Faubourg St. Antoine, The fair re-
mains open for three wecks. On Easter-day
10,000 tracts and gospels were circalated.

IraLy :—A Florence correspondent says:
Probably something like half & milliou of Bibles
and Testaments have been sold o distributed |
in Italy since it was open for their cireulation
in 1848. If the sale of the Biole is now more
lapguid than at first, it is probably only be-
cause Italy is more nearly supplied up to its
present educational ability to read or under-
stand it. Besides this Bible circulation, about .
350 books and tracts have been printed and |
published by the Claudean press, first at Turin, !
and since at Florence. Within the last three |
years the number sold and circulated, of all i

!

sizes, have been so many as 415,000, This
press, so called from Claude, the good Bishop of
Turin, in the eighth.century, is superintended by |
a committee of our countrymen and of the Vau- ’
dois, and is employed chicfly by the London
Tract Socicty. The commitice here suggest |
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the works, and superintend the translation
and printing of such as the Tract Society ap-
prove. Many of these publications have gone
through severnl editions, especially the works
of Dr. De Sanctis, one of the Professors of the
Vaudvis College, and an ex-priest of Rome.
His work *¢ Cunfession” is now in its sixteenth
cdition. A second edition of the  Purgatorio,”
of 5,000 copies, wag printed in 1364, and ,is
now exhausted. His letter to Pius IX. reach-
ed itz twentieth edition. His compendium of
controversy isin its fourth edition. His alman-
ack reached a cirgulation of 80,000 yearly.
The priests having got up rivals it has suffered

yet still maintains 50,000 of g circulation’.
Rebetti’s tract, entitled “ Gli [tahani Sono
Protestanti,” in afew weeks ran through two
editious of 2,000 each,  More than 3,000 copies
of an address by him, cntitled ¢¢ Ma Solusion
Radicale della Romana Questione,” were gold,
The greater part of their publications are trans-
liations from the English, French, and German

- and include such books as M:Cries “I[taly,”

D’Aubigne's © Reformation,” the “ Pilgeim's
- 2 ¢
Progress, many of Spurgeon’s sermons, &c.

Ispra—The last report of the Chureh of
Scotland’s  Sealkote and  Gooujrat  mission
(Punjaub) says: It i3 & striking fact thay
within a few hundred yards of the mission
house, in which the Rev. Thomasand Mrs. Hunter
spent their last night on earth, and in sight of
the spot where therr spirits left our world for
heaven, there now assemble from Sabbaih to
Sabbath in their memorial church a company
of sixty or seventy worshippers of that Saviour
for whom they lived and died. ¢ The blood of
martyrs is truly the seed of the church;’ and if
such be the first fruits, bow glorious will be

" the harvest.

¢ Gulam Masih (formerly a commandant un-
der the Amecr of Cabal), who was in charge
of the orphan  boys, was suddenly called from
hence in April last. He looked torward to

. the approach of death with calmness and hope.

Two children received, and seven adults have
applied for the ordinance of baptism. There
are tweniy-four members in full communpion
with the church at this station. In two in-
stances church censure was necessary. One
adult, whose probation was very satisfactory,
was baptized at Goojrat.  In addition to the
communicants mentioned above, there are
five at Goojrat and two at Wazeerabad,”

Arhcles Selected.

THE FISHERMAN'S DAUGHTER. N

(Continued from our lasl.)
ni.

Well, the next day came.  “Just the bright,
warm, sunshiny day it ought to be,” Sam said.
The first thing we did—after Elsic and I had
prayed together—was to run to the top of the
hill before us—this was pt fice o’clock in the
morning—bhrothers and I, and the Joneses lads,
aud set fire to a heap of dry sticks and furze,
that blazed up finely, and must bave made, we

thought, & grand appearance; and while it was
burning —which it took about ten minutes to
do—we sct up three loud cheers, ouc for father,
one for mother, and another for their wedding
day ; this lastbeing Jim's idea, and greatly de-
lighted we were with it.

The garland was up, and gave usallunbounded
satisfaction. Moreover, the whole of the large
old hall, which wasa very spacious one, and
the kitchen, were decked up with flowers and
shells of cvery sort we could procure. At
breakfast, father said he also meant to put up
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something against the wall opposite the porch,
which he begged we would all keep in mind to
look at, every time we came into the house.

Very carious were we as to what it could
possibly be, aot having seen him preparing any-
thing ; and when be went into the hall we fol-
lowed very closely; Sam perching me on his
shoulders, that I might, he said, have a good
view. Presently father came forward, holding
a bright red board »f about a foot square, whicki
he bung up by a’itof faded pink ribbon (1
know it had been nlsic’s) on 2 nail, between
som.¢ leaves and flowers. Ve all luoked cager-
Iy, and on the board was written in such large,
clear, round, white letters, that even I could
read it casily—* Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do il the glory of
God.” And also—

% Godliness is profitable unto all things;
baving promise of the life that now is, and of
that which is to come.”

# Now, my lads,” said father **and thee too
my little maiden (laying his hand on my arm),
wind ye think of these werds as ye come in and
as 3¢ go out, and don’t do anything, no matter
how innocent it mnay be, in cxeess; for it's just
that which makes many a day of pleasuring a
day of sorrow tomost people.  If thee wants to
be really happy, keep God's laws closely, on
thy right haud, and on thy left, for mind thee,
as surc as cver thee steps aside from ‘e, so
sure will happiness and peace step aside frum
thee—mind that, cvery sicp tother way from
theright, will part thee farther and farther, and
the day beginning with sunshine and juy will
cnd in clouds (if not sterms) and sorron.”

Noone could fail ta sce thic red board as they
came ia at the dvor that day ; and of cvurse ail
read the texts ¢ and as itwas well known father
was a truly Christian man, everibody respect-
cd him, and his principles, and accepting the
good advice contained in the white lciters, and
guided thereby 10 be taempemte, all passed, as
they declared, and indeed as they truly scemed
todo, & very pleasant day.  But to retura.

Sirnggling down from Sam’s shoulder. 1
begged ather 1o let me carry up the board to
show to Elsie.

* Ay—1o be surce thee skait,” he maid, putting
it into my hiands; * ren away little lass, run
away.”

Elsic was so pleased with ity she put it before
her and bent over iy, her pale face looking so
sweet and carniest, and her eyes became full of
tears, and shemusrmured, * Just like dear father!
hie is always so good; Gawr, do yoa knosw, {
like this better than all the rest™  (We had
shown bier the garland, and other things be-
sides, and a loag board covered with soft green
mass, acvass the middic of which we had writien
in large leliers of bright fowers, * Welcome,™
anl which was placed just over the kitchen
door, for crerybody to sce as they came into the
Ealll) @ Yeq" she went on, ¢ the others were
beantifal, and fo nicr, and kind, but this is so
grod.” And again she Wentover it, but the
1CRTS in her e¥es prevented ke seeing, nnd just
a8 she pat ap hes hand fo brush them away,
two fell upon the boand, and as the paint was
not quile dry, it crught them, and  they stuck
re—notl doing any harm o the lelters, bat
as 1 tried to dry them, wmaskiag the spot where
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they lay ; one fell on the word “ all,” and the
other on * promise.”

Elsie did not see it, and ¥ didn't like to say
anything, for fear of vexing her.

When I carried it back to father, I asked him
to paint the two words over again, telling him
how it had bappened.

He did not speak for a minute, as he gazed at
it and hung the board in its place on the wall,
Then when he turned round, I could see his
cyes were red, and his voice shook a little ashe
only said, “ Nolet them bide.” And there ther
arestill, the two tearstains.

After breakfast, and the things were put
away, I ran up-sturs to Elsic to read my Bible
and say my hymn—she had taught me a great
many since her illness. T was very restless and
inattentive, 1 am sorry to say; Elsic did not
keep me long.

# [ will not stay thee, Gatty my bairn, for I
see thy young spirit is pining to be flecing about
to-dax,” she said in such amournful voice, that
I was qnict and sorry at once. *¢ I do not wish
to cloud thy mirth, littlc one,” ske went on,
“ but yet—oh ! bear in mind sometimes to-day
that we know not what an hour may bring
forth—onc short year back I was as lightsome
and gay, and alas! as unthinking of any grief
coming upon mec or others, as thou art now.
and in four weeks after—I lay here, as you
know.”

Throughout the day Elsie’s words—and st
morte her white; sad face—kept following me
cverywhere. 1 was too blithesome to be un-
happy because of i, but it acted upon my feei-
ings somcthing like sweet, doleful, far off mas,
and made me often—zcs, very often I am glad
to sag—rush up into pour Elsic’s quict roem
during the day, to kiss #ier, and sce how she
was, and if I could do anything to comfort ut
please her.

Evernibody seemed to have thought of L,
for they all brought her litile presents of swvii
sort—at least, cach family did.

Two fammers' wives, who came with ther
hushands and children from a good distance o,
brought = numbir of nice things, mostly for
Elsic, buat somc for mother also. Others
birought her—one & bupch of flow~rs, another
threc ot four fresh eggs, and another some ripe
fruit from their litle garden—all and cach
according to their means. And with these
Measant things so pleasant, as Elsic said, *be-
canse of the rich, kind fecling with which
their taste and sight seemed full,"—1 joyfally
tan ap to hier room as fast as they cam~, ani
spread them out on a table, for her to look ar
and admire.

Once, while cvery person was out in the
walley watching the boys running in a sack,
and whe should win, I grew tired of looking o,
or fclt anxions about Kisie, or something o
other, and mn in 10 pay ber one of my has'y
visits; and who should I Gad sitling there with
her but father and  Harry Jones. Ilmd often
thought how sorry Harry always scrmed for
Elsic, and he was cver bringing ber litde pre
seats of different kindg, ~nd asking me Low s
was, and if she was bappy, and wanted any-
thing he could get her; and mow he was si-
ting on a chair beside ber bed, and his ronyd,
vosy, good-lemmpered faee, that always befe-e
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looked so merry, was now so grave, and even
sad.  He was reading to herout of such a nice,
s-looking book, that I afterwards new e
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bought ber with some money he got by

working for people atodd times, when his
father did not waat him out fistung. It wasa
book he knew Elsie would be pleased with:
was all about the Bible, aud prayers, and tl-c.
holy things she loved so dearly, aad wade me
lovc too.

. But father would not let him stay long, for

fear of wearyving Elsie, and himself too, he said. ©

However. 1 don't think the last likely, he look-
ed so greatly vexed to be obliged to go away;
and when 1 went down nad out, I found bhiin
standiog at the door, and not scsming to heed
a bit all the fun going on; and be came close
1o me aud said, his face becoming red the
while as Mrs. Busk's scarlet petticoat (that was
onc of the farm ladies): * Tell Elsic I care
naught for anything. now she’s soll, and can’t
be with us,—do yve mind Inssie 27

“Yes,” 1 said, “! did mind, and would run
back and tell her then,"—which | did.

Elsic was reading her new book as I came in
and gave her my message.  She glanced up at
me as 1 spoke, and then down again, but she
didat say anyihing at first, 11l § asked her
*What | was 1o tell Harrr, who was looking
so unhappy 77

After a little while she said, “ Poor Harry !
it was very Kind of him to be unhappy about
her.” and | was to say to him this : * He must
aways iry o remember she was in the hands
of that God who wauld be surc to work cvers-
thing togcther fur her grad, if she trusted in
him.—vwhich she hoped she did in beart and
soul "

Solran and told him, as well as T could,
word for word of Elsic’s answer; and I also
iid him thut she cailed Yun *poor Harry,”
and said; =1t was vers hind of bim 10 be sorry
for her.  And he looked pleased and vexed
bath, which 1 cooldnt understand. and he said,
‘(;.\» hind of me® where b2 the hindacess 1 won-

o

.

- sents,
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and than satdown with hereyes brim fall of tears,
and bher face all over smiles.

Father was a very grave quiet man, he never
spoke much, and very seldom swmiled, and 1
dont think he ever luughed —leasiways |
never heard him, 2ud now he didn't say a word
cither : and some people might have thought it
was breause Le dida't care.  Bat we Kuew bet-
ter than that; we saw and knew why the
colour came deeper overbis face, and the water
nto his clear blue eyves; and he bent over his
cup I think to hide his face.

But now I must go un with the wedding day.
Oh, it was such a pleasant oue! E vcr\bodv
locked so happy, and was so kind, and ail
waould belp to Iax out the dinner o the large
table, placed unacr a big chestaut tree beside
the house. .\s for me, I kept close to Sam,
duing all sorts of things, 2nd running messages
for tim : and Harry came and helped too: but
be didn't seem to like it muach—and Tom asked
himaf he was<ail?  He looked so down hearted
Iike, 2ad he turned very red, and said—* No,
b wasu't i1l but he shouldn t mind if he was,
if that would make other folks besides lnmself
weil.”

What alot of nice things there were to cal,
for the farm ladi:s bad brought so many pre-
winch togetier with what father and

* hrothies had bought and caught, and the roast
. chickens, aud the dishes of goudies made with

the help of cpgs from mother s pouliry yard, so

- filled up the Gibie, I am sure no one there had

T ever scen

v
¢

; was going on.

. tle prayer wiiic we were ail  standig.

so grand a feast.  Father was
down amengst us somctuacs, bhut not much.
lic scemed more sad to day, I thought, tha
othicr days, nnd sai up a great deal with Els:e,
reading and athng to her—and Svery body
Kaew what hic was doing, and liked him the
more for at. bt in truth 1 dont thiok they
carcd much were hie was. they were so con-
tented 2nd happy, and ali so mersy at what
Lefore dinner, fatker stood up
and said a grace, aad after dinnes he said a dit-
He

; Praged that Gud wogld of his great merey pat

Now that Elsic was iil, mother hd evers- .
thing to do, aad every body to aitend to; and |
she had tcld father and me thatl we must look
afier Elsic all day, aad take care she wanted -

for nothiz. Fatder had gcaid, * Ay, ay, my
httle womaa” (he alwars catled her dus iittle

wonaa), “doai thee go far lo fash thyself -

abaut Elsic:ld talher sit with iy hittde sich
mard ihan with all the gar folks i Chnstendom
azd Iet Galiy bave kor play the dax, paor lassie
—il ¢omes bul once 1a lhe Year Ve mind.”
Aad mother jamped up (wease all s:ting at
tea yust the evemng before the weddiag da\)
and ran up and pat ker arm Tound his neck,
azd gave him such a heasly Kiss, 1t sosnded a
loag way off, and laughed, aad sad, «that
once was qaile ofien cmougk. as she had foaad
tn Bi+T Cost over since she gave up besag servant
12 Lady Halls grand lhoase, far the sake o!’
12l oace, and come 1o be wilfe 1a hic pooroac,”

Aag ihen she kiced him and said— God b.ess
him! be was a good, kind, teader-beatied soul
as ever hved—a goyd Caristian, a good hse.
taad, a good father, and a good friend, and
whatmare coald ke be 7 and she kissed Wmagan

1t iato the hearis of all present to remember
hosww short was life ! but yet morc—how shorter
st:l and uncertain was the cajormens of kealith
and bkappiness 1in us world—that none knew
what of griefl was in siore for thewa during the
long year that lay siretchied out beiween thig,
has wedding dax—ithey hiad so pleasured him
br conuing 1o herp ai ¢« the old housc™—and the
onr a the 3ear to come, & Hre then,” ke said,
*“faces (Gl of health and joz now, might be
wonc for ever frota betuge themm, ar darkened
with griel, or ssulien with sickness.”™  Hig
vaicr shouk fo Le cauid searce sprak thase last
wonds, and e biushed the back of las hand
actass lus exes,  He thea enirealed them o
kheep bits wards in reinembraner, for thex were
spoken in the tracsi spint of love and friend-
ship towand them all. Asd :..en he sat down ;
asd § siipped roznd 1o hum, and gol upon kis
lap and knell there, and ;»:.l m\ amas roand
his aech zmd saltis hisged him tmaay limes.
0511 kaew, and they all kxex. bow his heant
was acking for Kise,

 Bess thee. iy bairn 7 he whispened, press-
g me to lam . 0 ths wee hases (a1 like drops
of b on Wy $a9¢ beartl
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.Shall I run up and see how Elsieis, father ?”
1 s1id in his ear.

# Ay do, litle lassie, and tell her not to
greet, father will come to her quickly.”

But Elsie was not greeting, she was asleep
so still and pale—and her thin hand looked so
white as it lay on the coverlid. 1 had never
befure scen any one look so.

As 1 stood watching her, 1 heard ever so
soft a step at the door: and turning round, saw
Rarry's great brown cyves peeping in. ] held
up my finjrer to him not to make 2 noise : and
he came on very gently, bolding his big shoes
in his hand. He came close, and looked at

Elsic ; and as he did so, his face got so unhap-
P¥, and I heard him sigh ; then he laid 2 hutle |
bunch of fresh white roschuds, just by her |
havd, and went away ngain very quietly. I
don't know where ke went, for I didn't see |
him anymore that day; but one thing 1
thought, which was, that I was sure only Sam
and I missed bim; they were all toomerry to
notice who was there or who was not.

Then we had a nice tea, and after that, every !
hody went home, looking very tired but very |
happy. Some of them, before they left, told
father, when they shook his hand =nd thanked
him for the nice day he bad given them, that
they would try hard to keep in their hearts the
words on the board, and those he had spoken,
and make them guide their actions.

CHAPTER IV,

Two days after came Sunday. How Elsie i
and T always loved Sunday ! but jndeed we all |
Joved it ; and well we might: fore verything we !
did on that duy was so pleasant. Father and |
Lrothers were with us from morning till night: t
forno matterhow “ unlucky” their fishing might |

!
|
i
¥

have been during the week, or how promising
the Sunday looked of & good draught, father
never went oat in his vessel on God-s holy day,
nor allowed Sam and Tom to do so. There
were many on our coast who did, but father
sever; and in no way was he onc whit the

waorse, in the end, than they; on the contrary 1

in much far better, although at the time he
seemed to lose.

In the morning we were allowed one hour
more of rest, and instead of five got up atsix:
but since poor Elsic's fall, mother rose just as
carly as on other days, 0 as not to keep her
waiting for her breakfast, knowiag she ofien
1ay awake for hours duning the might, and that
a cup of coffce greatly refreshed her, as soon
as she could haveit.  Mother wanted to make
father stay in bed too, and have his breakfast,
but he would not hear of such a thing, he said,
and if she named it again, he would get up at
four and light the fire himsclf, and take Elsic
her breakfast , and morcore: the hutle woman
(mother) should have ker breakfast in bed, that
she should.

The pretty little charch lay abont two miles
distant from the old house. butas it was in-
land, on the other side of the hill, at our back,
it was greatly sheltered from the rough sea
winds. The walk to and from it was delicions
in the sommer, or on bright fresty darys in win-
ter; lerding up through the wood, and down
the hill-side, and over fields, and through Janes
bright with ail soris of flowers. )

BT S B ——_— Rl WL . W . B8 s oh Sewn om

—rtan s 8

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

When I was very little, father and brother
carried me by turns ; and still even Sam some-
times made me mount my horse, as he called kis
shoulder, particularly when going to church,
that I might not bLe tired ard go to sleep during
the sermon, and fall down and erack my heal
again, he said. Just onc year before, 1 hag
fullen off the seat and knocked my head smar:-
Iy against the boarding  Father picked me g
quickly, and for a long time I sobbed quietly 1y
myself, with my face hid on his broad chest,
while be often bentand kissed my curly head,
and whispered to me to be a brave little chily,
and not to mind it. I was very carcful aft:
not to go to sleep again, unless father’s or
mother’s arm was round me; but I nsually prc
ferred creeping close to Sam.  However, I w..-
100 old fur such silly conduct now.

When church was over, the Joneses alwa; .
joined us coming howe; they were our nearest
neighbours, and their way to church lay in the
same dircction as ours. Jones was a sailor as

| well as father; they had known ecach oth ¢

since they were boys, and had warried at tle
same tine *but while Jones had only two chili-
dren—Jim and Harrg—father had four to pro-
vide for.

“#Now Iads,” father wonld say, * Iet us scc
which on us can remember the most or best o
the sermon to-day.”

So then they all tricd first for the text; then
some would repeat ene part of the scrmon, and
some another, until I had nearly the whe
over again by the time we reached home, and
greatly they all seemed to enjoy the pleasure of
t-ying to recollect it. Harry being? always tie
quickest atit. I quitelonged to be big cnough
to take part too in saying it.

We were now very near home, and I stoppe i
bebind alittle, as I oficn did, to pick soue
flowers for Elsic. Hatry came back tome as |
was gathering wild roscs.

““Let me help thee, Gatly,” he said, taking
out his large pocket-knife and opening it.
thee'll prick thy wee fingers.”

‘1 dow't mind prickingmy fingers for Elsic,” |
answered; but standing back nevertheless, and
letting him cut the ~oses.

# Poor bairn ™ he marmured ; “well, let her
have her loiking then—maybr, God only knous
—it mayn't be tor long;” and he turned quick-
Iy away.

When Elsic was smelling them and admiring
their pretty soft leaves, T told her Harry had
belped me to pick the roses : she didn't look uy,
or say anything, but it seemed to me she bent
aver them more, and in a lender sort of way
began settling the buds and leaves with her
thin white fingers—how small and white they
were growing - they had never looked so thin
before. I thought.

Though Idid not share with Sam and the
others in trring to repeat the <ermon, 1 always
told Elsic all | cculd remember of it, beginniag
first with the texy, which T got Sam or father
to find 03¢ for me in the Bible when the parson
sid it and vo look at it often, o get it Ly
heatl if it was toolong or hiard for me.  Today
Elsic would have me tell her a8 uenal, althozgh
Harty was goirg to do so in the cvening, “ she
could not hiave oo wnuch uf such holy things,™
she s3id ; and by the time 1 had finished, dia-
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qer was ready, and so was I for it, [ can pro-
mise you.

We always had a grand, nice hot juint of
beef or pork on Saturday, and cold on the Sun-
day, with & large fruit tart and potatoes, and
some other vegetable—fur though mother stay-
ed at home in the morning with Elsie, they
read their prayers and Bible, and a sermon to-
gether, so that she could not cook any meat
now, any wore than whén she went to church.
Ia the cvening, father stayed at home, and
als0, but mother and brothers went to church.

PYoor Elsie! she bad been ill for so long a
time, I was becoming accustomed, and cven
unthiuking, of the many changes which were at
first so painful in our little houschold ; aud as
she never complained, and slways spuke to me
as cheerfully about her illness as though she
were daily improving in strengih aud health, [
fully believe shie was so, and would s on be all
right again, and filling her old place amoungst
usas betore. Ab! how little I understood her
then, when one day she said, - Thank God, she
was better now than sbe had ever been in her
Iife, and she feli—deeply felt—she had nceded
tbe bitter aflliction.”

I kucw not then how blessed to myself was
her illness; and as for poor Harry, he was
moalding Limaelf just after her own heart.

CHALTER V.

Two years had passed over the old house
without bringing any great change cithe to
persons or things, cxcepiing that Sam, and
Tom, and Harry, and Jim, were now big, strong
men,

Harry's one constant thought was still Elsic’s
happiness and Elsie’s rccovery. He was sure
he said, if she could but have the care of some
clever doctor she would, with Gods blessing,
get well, and this idea weat un growing in his
keart, stronger and stronger, with every moath
that passed, till he seemed to quite pine over it

He was always talking to father too about 1y, |

and worked him into being as miscrable as
himself. Mother was angry at that, and for-
hade him saying any morc on the matter.
“#\What was the use,” she said, ¥ of worrying,
frelting, and longing for that which was as
atterly beyond their power to obtain as the
mooa was to the child that ceied Jor it? It
was wrong, it was flat rebellion against the
will of thair hicavenly Father, who, if he sent
an affliction upon poor folks, who trusted in
him, of a Lind they could not by any pessitality
get themselves out of, they might be sure and
certain e had gome great and goed reason of
kis own for doing so, and which, if they coald
not see and Rnow now, they would hereafler.”
Father sighed and said she was quite right,
znd from that day he would net et Harry say
any more about it,

As for poor Elsie, she was not better, nor
was she, o say, any worse, she was thinner,
cetlainly, and even paler; bat she was more
resigned to hier sorvow, and more happy than
ske was two years before.

Oas crening, having bren in the house =%t
day attending to Elsic and helping mother,
who had huart her foot s0 mach she coxld only
move about very slowly, and that with pain,
Ky told me 1o go oat and run aad play abont
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in the fresh air for an hour orso. I did not
like leaving them, but Elsic’would have me go.
Did a good angel urge her to insist upon it ?
But all things are arranged by God's geod
pruvidence.

Out I went thercfore. At first [ bethought
me to run roind down to the beach and iry
and sce the “Elsie,” our litie vessel, but re-
membered that father and brothers, and also
the Joneses in their vesse!, had gone a good
distance”down the coast to fish for berrings,
which at this time of the year came up in large
shoals in that direction, and that none of the
parly would return till the muruing, the tide
obliging them to remain where they were untl
it again served. So I deternuned instead to
wander about the old ruined outhouses, and iu-
to the wood, to find some aice flowers for
Elsie. especially snapdengons and wall-flowers,
which grew in all directivns over the old
broken walls.

Harry kept Elsic well supplied with pretey
shells of all sorts, for her great delight was to
make many beaatiful things with them, work-
boxes, letter-boxes, and other sorts, card-cases
and such like, and which Sam or Tom took
with them every week when one or other car-
ried the fish for sale to the little town. Most
people there and round the country had heard
by whom and how they (the boxes) were made,
and frequently one or two, and sometimes, on
market-days all wonld be sold ; and delighted
the brothers were to bring the small sum of
moaney back to poor, anxious Elsie, who often,
by the end of the month, had thereby a nice
help to give mnother towards purchasing clothes
fur father, or Sam or Tum, as may be.

It was now the middle of Scpiember, and the
evening beginning to close in carly, so [
hastened on to the wood first, not hking to be
there in the gluaming, and intending to return
in time to gather the wall-flowers and snap.
dragons uear the house afterwards,

The weather was very pleasant, though not
bright, for the air was still, and full of sweet
sounds and scents coming from the Inlls, wood,
and the sea-shore; and a gladsome time I speat
gathering wood-flowers and then those which
grew, as [said, amongstthe walls in the grassy
courts by the side and at the back of the house.
Just as [ was climbing npa heap of stones
and rubbish to pick a fine wall-flower, what
should I sce but onc of Sam’s favourite rabbits
that had cscapedy I know not how, from the
hutch, and was making its way towards the
wood. lc had oniy a pairleft now, and was
carcfal of them, for they were 2 rave sort, being
large and torloiscshell-coloured, with long
silky cars. Jamping at once dowa from the
stones, I man and ttied {0 stop and dnve it
back again to its box; bat instead of that it
dashed off into another court, and then down
the steep steps into the dangeon I told youof
before.  Without waiting a miauie [ flew to
the Kitchen for a light, and then followed at
quickly as 1 could. The hole was $o dark {
could not sece & yard before e, aud groped
aleng with the lantern close to the ground,
Loping to catch sight of banny, who from be-
1ag in reality very tame I kacw U could soon
then manage to sceure,

It was not in the first great black bole, o
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went into the next. Whatever was the reason
I don't know; whether I tipped it too much on
one side, or whether the oil was spent, but out
went the light, and there 1 was left at quite
the other end of the second dungeon in total
darkness. [ had never before been so far in
without a light by myseclf, and did not like it
atall, and began making my way out as fast
as I could. Fearing to miss thc opening by
crossing the sccond dungeon, I felt with my
hand round by the wall, and had nearly reach-
ed it when suddenly I heard the sound of heavy
footsteps coming down into the hole. Without
a fecling of doubt but that it was Sam returned
home and come to look for me, I was just on
the point of crying out “Here I am, Sam,”
when the person at that instant missed his foot-
ing and fell, uttering at the same time, ina
strange voice, such frightful words as stopped
my steps, and gave me 2 shock almost as great
as if I had been knocked down. Then came
other voices and other feet, 2 great many, and
they all, as they got down, spoke such dreadful
words against the darkuess of the place and the

steepness of the stairs that a horrible feeling |
; Yit won't do for us all to go to the same place,
for fear of drawing attention, and let us part

seized me,

Presently T heard them call each other by
their names, and now they began talking in a
way and on matters 1 could not at first under-
stand. By the sound of their voices I kuew 1
was near the opening, and it was curious how
clear the heavy stillness of the place made
cvery, the least little noise—it seemed to me
I heard each movement cven.

But at Iast the meaning of their words came
upon me. They had come down from London
at different times and by different trains, to
cscape being noticed and suspected, having
agreed together to mectin the big hole in Tom
Mi lar's old house (how they bad found it out,

and how did men living in London know father's -

name?), and their motive for coming was to
rob a great, grand house, seven miles from here
that very night. Sir Henry and his sons, they
said, were up in town, and only the ladies and
servants at home ; and as for them, why, the
butler they would soon put into a soundersleep
than he had ever enjoyed in his life before (and
here they all laughed); and the others were pretty
certain, at the distance they lay, not to be
wakened by the nuise, and if they did, well, let
them look to it, that was all. (And again
they laughed alow, frightful laugh.)

“Hush?® they said, in a hissing whisper,
%gome one will hear us.”

“I wish some one might hear us and come
in here now,” exclaimed a savage voice, that I
could scarec believe was » man’s, it sounded so
cruel and harsh and altegether unnatural like.
Then they again laughed, ol so fearfully 1
shaddered to hear them all.

At two o'clock they fixed to break into the
house, and wenton to talk of kow 1t was 1o be
donc.  “Oh!™ I thought “ what did they in-
tend doing in the meanwhile 7 stay where they
were? What was Ttodo? and what would
be mother’s tertor, and poor, poor Elsie’s, when
honr afier hour passed away and I did not re-
wm? And then fatker and brothers, they
would certainly—if; after all, they came home
fo-night, and it was not quite improbable they
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might do so—seck for me in this hole, thinking
I might have fallen asleep somewhere.”

My terror and agony was now so great that
but for the remembrance of Elsie's frequens
advice to me * to pray, pray ceaselessly to
God under all trouble, danger, and grief,” I
should have cricd aloud. Sinking on mv
knees, however, [ entreated the great Goii 1o
have pity on Elsie and mother, and to keep
father and brothers from coming there. I for-
got myself and kept saying “ Save them, good
God! oh, save them !” without hardly knowmge
what T said. Indeed so frightened was I, |
listened no longer to their words, but became
only attentive to catch any sound of weli
known and beloved steps.

Just then a stir amongst the robbers again
made me hearken to them ; and oh! with what
joy did I hear one of the men say, Well, come
along and get some supper. I am as hungry as
a shark, and could cat a bit of roast butler if [
had it.” upon which they all laughed horriblv
again.

‘ Three of us had better go to the Dragon.
and two to the Duck and Drake,” he went on;

Z'other side of the hill, where we can't be scen.”

“ Yes, that will be best,” they ull said, and
began directly leaving the dungeon.

And now my prayer was changed to ¢ Oh! |
thank thee, iny God! Oh!my God, I thauk
tree”  And this ] continued saying till all
their steps died away in thedistance ; but cven
then, and for a long time after, I did not move.
They might have dropped something, I thoughs,
aud come again 1o seek it, or they might not
be far enough not to see me come out of the
court. Oh! how little dreamed they who was
S0 near them hearing all they said ; for though
it was casy to find the outer dungeon the in-
ner one could not be entered without a light,
the opening into beingso small and alinost hid by
a part of the wall, which stuck out beyond the
rest.

But now they were gone, quite gone, and the
place once more in its old state of deathly still-
ness. Slowly 1T groped my way towards the
steps, and there, for o space, I again waited
and hearkened, then crept up and ont into the
sweet. fresh air. Oh'! how sweet after the long
darkuess, damp closeness, and, more than ali,
the horror I hiad beenin! I almost felt as if
flew, I ran so fast, along the court, into the
house, up the, staurs, and into Elsie’s room.
Mother was still there, as 1 had left her, sitting
by the window working. I could scarce breath

- as I panted ontmy awful story; and now what

[

L]

was 10 be done? how were we to save the
family of Sir Henry Barton?

Mather and Elsic were so terrificd at the
thought of what I liad cscaped, and of the dan-
ger hanging over the Bartons, that thexr could
not at first speak. At last the only thing we
could as ret decide upon was for wme to run o
Mrs. Jones—she was our only neighbou. with-
in three miles—and beg her 10 walk to Bartoa
Court and warn the family of that which
threatened them. Bat, alas! Mrs. Jones was
not in her collage, and I could nowhere find
her, and no lime remamned to be lost, for the
evening was just over and the night coming oa.
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Wiscellancons.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CONVENTION IN
AMERICA; ITS LESSONS TO ECUCROPE.

No. I1.

Ix spite of the fears of the timid, the Presby-
terian Churches in America have come to a
substantial agreement at their Convention,
The questions are raised in every reflecting
mind: Have the Presbyterian Churches in
Great Britain and Ireland nothing *o do in this
matter ? and if so, whatis thatduty 7 I venture
to address myself to the first of these. As to
the second, I feel that it is not for me to origi-
nate measures, and that the time for catering
into details has not yet come. My remarks
throughout will be tentative rather than dog-
matic. Iamsatisfied if wise men can be induced
10 ponder the subject, and good men and women
to pray over it: if this is done, [ am sure good
will follow to the Presbyterinn Churches
throughout the world.

1. We should earnestly inquire whether
there may not be a way of bringing the British
Churches and the American Churches to a
closer connection.  There can be no douit, 1
think, that Britain, with its fast-increasing col-
onies, and the Urited “1ates with their vast
domain, arc the two strongholds of vital reli-
gion in the world. It is time, surcly, that the
fricnds of Evangelical religion in the two
countries shouid come to understand each other.
Notv that the stainof slavery has been washed
away by a baptism of blood in the United States,
there can be no objection in principle, no dif-
ficults in practice, standing n the way of such
a desirable result. I am confident there is no
feeling oncrating against it in the minds of
Preshyteriang, ministers, clders, or metnbers in
America.

I am prepared to testits, from an extensive
tour of upwards of 6000 miles in the States,
and from intercourse with people of all ranks,
that the good Protestant people (I cannot say
the same of all othiers) there are most auxious
1o cultivate fricndly relations with this country.
And bere 1 max be allowed to give the true
version of an American peculiarity, which has
often hindered what wonld otherwise have been
the pleasant intercourse of the two peoples,
On the part of our cousing, there is, nt times. a
shyness, almost amountirg towhat scems jeal-
onsy, in approaching ns Hritons. 1 have the
pleasure of being acquainted with the president
of onc of the American colleges, a man of great
intellectual power and much medesty, who
happened to be travelling in our country a few
¥ears ago, when the anti-Ametican fecling was

at it greatest height ; and he told me that,a. he |
passed through our cities, including Belfast, be

carefully abstained from calling on those who,
as 1 kaow, would have welcomed him ; and all
this from the sensitive apprehiension that  we
might speak insuitingly of his country. QOther
Americang, with less delicacy of feeling, are
templed to exhibit their independence inan of-
fensive form. Bat we have oaly to place Amc-
ricans on o footing of cquality with Britons, to
find this fecling thawing, ns frost does before

the morning sun. Thus [ had only to go in
upon the president ! have referred to, in his
own mansion, which I did as = mark of my
estcem for him, to be received with unhounded
kindness. The Americans are, in this respect,
vere much like the young men [ bave to deal
with in my college classes. Were I to assume
airs, and lord 1t over them, I would have diffi-
culty in subduing these hundred spirited youths;
but I endeavour to act towards them s cne
gentleman should do to another, and I have no
difficulty in ruling them, and getting a good
deal of work from them, without ever imposing
a penalty.  Now, young nations cherishing a
sense of independence, and feeling as if they
had a place to gain or sustain, are very much
like our young men of spirit, and are to bLe
treated in the same way. If T had taken a
lordly attitade in America. as too many English
do, 1 would have been met in 2 rough cnough
manner at the close of a war in which they were
not satisfied with the conduct of Great Britain.
Bu: 1 disarmed all this, not by assuming that
We were superior to them, and certainiy not by
acknowledging that they were superior o s,
but by simply putting them and us on the same
level, and the consequence was, every exprassion
of gaod-will that I uttered was answered back
by far louder reverberating cchocs.

I amn speaking from experience when 1 say
that the good men of America arc most anxions
to bring Christians in the two countries closer
together, 1 hiad some small share in establish-
ing 2 Branch of the Evangelical Alliance in the
States; and it gives me pleasure to testify that
1 found ministers of various denominations most
anxious to favour it, not so much because they
needed it themselves, as because they hoped it
weuld bring Christians in the old country and
the new into more intjimate union; and now we
have the American Branch pressing us to hold
the next (Ecuinenical Mecting in New York, and
promising us an cuthusiastic reception. A pro-
posal of a similar king, to bring the Presbyterian
Churches of the two countries into closer com-
munion, will, I doubt not. bemetan a likespirit
by the Amcricans. Should it be made, let us
not frown upon it in this country: let us not
dwell upon, and exaggerate the difficulties
standing in the way, let us be ready to express
a desire to have them removed.  There seemed
to be insurmountable obsiacies in the way of
the Amcrican Preshyterian Churches coming to
an understanding ; bat these melted away as
Christian men, with bearts filled with leve, met
face to face. It is surely conceivable, that if
such swise and excellentmenasi met in Amcrica
were to confer with men who have confidence
of these Churches in our country, there might be
a cominunion cstablished such as has never
been preseated by Preshyterian Churches be-
fore.

2. The success of the American Convention
points to the propricty of our seching to draw
the Churches at home nto closer fellowship.
T have sometimes thought, that in the cffort to
promote fellowship belween the British and
Amcrican Churches, we may succeedin bringing



198

Britishs Churches to a better matnal understand-
ing. The Free Church, the frish Clurch, the
1 nited Presbyterian Church, the EnglishPresby-
tepiag Church, and, [ may add, the devated

W dsh Presbyterian Church (with which 1 lmve

boen brought into providential connection of
1ate years), woald all, I believe rejoice 1o meet
their sisers whe have emigrated to Amerien,
:nd in deing sothey would meet with, and learn
w' love, vue another.

I saw atindaut evidence that the Presbyterian
Churches have a more commanding position in
the United States than they hve in this conn-
try.
Baptists have a geeater number of adherents
but the Presbyterians (always with the Congre-
gationalists of New Eogland, who are  half
Presbyterians) have a much larger share of the
intelligence and sucial and political influence of
the country. Lovkiug at onr own ¢suntry, how
very few Peers (1 know  only three)—how
very few members of the House of Commons (I
suppose a little above a duzen)—how few of the
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3. 1 am peesnaded that a visible demonstra-
tion of oneness on the part of the  Presbyteria
Churches in America, and Great Britain with
her Colonies, will have a powerful influcuce on
the Heformed Clurchies of the Coutinent. It

, i3 all well that we receive deputies from thess

T am aware that both the Methodists and |

Charehes, and allow them to beg smong our
congregations; but we sheuld (o somethivg
more.  \We ought to give them our moral sup-
port in the view of the nativns. My oceasional
runs on the Continent bave left on me the deep
impression that the cause for fear there does ny
lie so much in the strength of Rumanism, as
the weakness of Protestantism.  The Romish

L osystem is, nudoubt, still strong, and capable o

A fearful death-stragglie ; bat after the defexts ot
hues saffered, and the humidiations to which it
has been expased, its security of Lie Hes muinly

i this—tuat there is o strotg living power o

oppose i, Superstition w.il never be put down

- Ly infidelity, which only disgasts our nobler and
. finer minds, and alarms the mad to drive them

literary men of Londun belong to the Preshyte- !

rian commuuion. fn America, I found Presby-
terians occupring high positions in all depurt-
ments.  Itis well koown that theie iHustrious
President, Abraham  Linculs, attended the
Presbyterian Churchi his  Attorney-General
¢one of the most interesting men Lever net) was
anclder of that Chareh; and when I was i
Washington, the President of the Senate, who

to the same commuuinn,  § give these merely

. from the tangs of persecution.

as examples of what you will ind over all the -

Union. [Itis not diflicult to find the causze of

the difference between the two countries in this |

respect.
thing as a fushiouably ecuwdowed Episcopacy
silently and govlually drawing away our young
men and women of the upper classes from the
faith of their fathers by means of universities,
schools, and social influence. Patus all on a
footing of cquality; let Preshytenanism have
its fair place (and it asks no more), and it wilt
be able to contend intellectually aud socially
srith any other denemination,
the precise inference 1 mean ta draw from this
difference between the two cotntrics.  The fact
comes before me as pointing to the Jifficulty
which lics in the way of the union of the Pres-
byterian Churchies in (ireat Britain and Ireland.
Itis anoteworthy circumstanee, which we would
do well to ponder, that wherever there is no
Established Church—all over the United States,
in Canada, in Mustralia, ald New Zealand——the
orthodox Presbyterian Churches are victaally,
are visibly oue,

Meanwhile. I see no reasen why the various
Nonconformist Preshyterina Charches of Scot-

conference like the American Clinrches, or enter
into communion, as the Colonial Churches have
done. I donot despair, asevents in Providence
roll on, to find the good men of the Established

But this 15 net

In the New World there i no sueh

tuck to their old faith; and the Prolestam
Churches sire in most places serionsly trammet-
fed by State restraints, and by being so much
bound up with an unbelieving world, and even
an avowed rationalism. We know what the
Evangelical Allizuce, by its woral weight aad
its deputations, has done in rescuing persons
We kuow how
these Churches have felt themselves strengthen-

) ; ed and cacournged by the mectings of the Al
iz Vice-President of the United States, belonged

auce in Geueva and in Amsterdam. 1L was with
most painful refuctance, an  urgent appeai being
b fure us from the Continental brethren, that
we shonld hold the next meeting m sume of
their cities, beeaase they would be belped by i,
that 1 seconded the motion 1o bhave the next
General Conference in New York. @ was re-
concied 10 this course by the conviction, «xt

. by bringing Continental Christinus tuto closer
. ae aimtance with Americans, we should be able

. pling

— e e

o -

L

to bring a new influence to the aid of the strug-
Cuoutinental  Charches. Bat as  the
Evangelical Alliance is prevented by s cons-
titution from interfering with ceclesiastical are
rangements, 1t is cvident that a combined Pres-
by terin organization could Jde for the Reformed
Churches, which are Presbyterian, what a mixed
Alliance could net undertake, especially in se.
curing for them that free synodical action for
which they are panting, and thus indefinitely
widening the sphere of thewr action.

4. Not must we furget our Presbyierian
missionarics settled amwag the heathen, It s
all well that they shonld be encouraged by let-
ters from their churches and commitices athome,
but thig, after all, is distant cheer. They wounid
surely feel it te be a precious prvilege, if they

. ¢coubd meet for consultation and communion in
land, Enagland, and Ireland, should not hold a |

the vountry inwhach they condnet ther arduous
work., [rejoice to hiear that there is a proposal
of preshyierial union among our missignanes

- helonging to different cauntries in India. Suck

Cintercourse aud

Church of Scotland looking to such an vrgani- '
sation with feetings of intcnse intccest, and

prepared to consider whether there might not
be a plan devised of beating all the divisions of
the Old Church of Scotland, aud exbibiting the
nnity in whick she appeared fur ages after the
Reformation.

¥

interconmunion  anwag the
daughters will re-acl upon the mother churches
aud help to remuve obstacles to o closer umon.
We see this already m onr Colonial churches
which have come to »n understandang, winle the
British chnrches remain alienated, and willy 1
believe, shame nginio closer fellowstip, in spite
of our denominational prejrdices.
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Let us suppose that it could bearranged that
a Pan Pussnyreviax Coxrrresce should be held
in Edinhuargh, the city of Knox and of Chalmers,
! verily believe that it would be the most iinpos-
ing conncil that has met for ages ;and it would
exhibit o unity in doctrine and worship. in3prit
and in gction, such as conld be displayed by no
other branch of Christ's Church in the world.

Janes McCosn.

MR MOXNCREIFF, M. P, OX SCIENTIFIC
SCEPTICISM.

Mr. Moncreiff; M P., delivered an address to the .

wembers of the Working Men's Institute of
Stockbridge. He said—My own hapression,

derived from some tulerable scquaintuace witis -

their writings, is, that up to the present point,
o any point which they are atall Yikely to reach
these scientific speculations may be safely left
to take care of themselves. They are but
scratchings of the surface——but the first few
feet of excavation in the forsation of the great
tonnel through the centre of the earth. § enurely
decline to come 1o any conclusion at all on any
eligious question from such data as they have
furnished, or probubly ever will furnish. ¢ Head
my book,” says the exeited philosupher, “and
say if you can for 2 moment belivve such old
waorld legends.”  #Well" [ reply, *1 have read
sour book with more or less pleasure, gud my
belief remains exactly whereit was.  Whatever
may be the evidences of the trath of revealed
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fore the days of railways or steam, under the
convoy of an Arab Sk ik, he was surprized,
while encamped under the moonlight in the
desert, to overhear lis friend the Sheik venting
tus discontent to himseif in good Aberdonian
vernacular —(Laughterj—and he avowed after-
wards that he was a countryman of his own,
whose lot in life had terminated in that singalur
though doubtless dignitied position, 1t stru x
me forcibly, in resding the Bishop's book. that
a very large proportion of the minute difl.« ries
on which he painfully dwells might entaddy
disappear if regarded through the medivm of
CUriental experience. He cannot understand how
the children of Israel obtained their apme—why,
i they bad them, they did not rebrl against
Pharaoh——how the signal was given for the
PPassover j and = varicty of similar eircumstances
of the narrative of the Exedus.  Batif we could
accurately ascertain the precise position held by
the Jews in Egypt. a very simple explanation
might resolve all these doubts, It is certainly
not difficult 1o conceive that they were treated,
not as sinves, bt as feudal dependents, bound,
itis true, to render service. as many tribes in
that position have been in other countries, but

© stil] retsiming a patiounl organisation of their

, tory bands,

religion, they are not ljkely to ke diminished or -

increased by your buek.” 1 have rend Colense
~(Laughter)—and retain my  opinion.
weakened, but largely confirmed, by his enti-

not

«

4

cisms, that St Paul hnow muck more about the |

matter than be dos,
Darwin, aud am satisficd that man was ereated,
not deeccloped. 1 have read Lyel}, and contiune
in 1wy conviction that for anght that there ap-
pears man is not older than the Mausaic chrono-

(Applause.) T baveread |

H

t

logy. 1do notsay that these works are demons-

trations of my views; bat there is quite as much
10 be found in them, so fur as real facts are
concerned, as tend one way as the other; and
very little, indeed; which tends cither way. The
truthis, that the more intense disciples of these
schools forget that they are still on the outer
verge of the vaguest speculntion, and are never
likely to be anything else.  Take Bishop Colen-
5o, for iastance. Onc can easily conccive the
temptation (0 an ingenious mind, sitting down
to criticise history at the disiance of 3600 years,
brimful of idens of publdic and sacial life dersv-
d from the foggy climes of Britain, and trymg
o reconcile — and  trying in vain—what he
finds in the warm brillinney —the nemadic life
—the utterly dissimilar conditions of cxistence
under an castern sun, with the modern routine

!

wwn, and anmed against depredntors and preda-
But whis we do not know—and 1
much prefer adbering to the history which has
bren so marvellously preserved and transmitted
10 us, to aceepting from such quariers minute
critictsm on Wpics which, if well founded. must
have aitracted the attention of much more
competent critics in a much more fivourabie pr-
riod of the warld's history.  But #11 these speen-
lations have little of noveliy, althangh, | admil,
a graod deal of jearning to ce~ommend them. The
pinlosophical works of Rolingbroke—which 1
hope none of you will read, for they are both
sceptical and dull—contain the germs of all
the more modern cavils on ithis head. There
was also a work — I do ot know whether Co-
Jenso has ever referred 10t or not——by 2 Scotch
Roman Catholic clergyman of the name of
Geddes, published at the beginning of this
centary, wiich foreshadows, and indeed pro-
claims, *he more important and substantial part
of his lucubrations. It is true that Bishop Co-
lense has become more historical than the not
less Jearned but more obscure priest ever did
-1 venture, howerer, to think, however un-
pleasant the prospect may be, that the ectave
of the Iatter witl hecome as rare, and therefore
as valunble, as the quarto of the former, before
anotker half century has elapsed.  (Applause )
Rut the researches themnselves of such criticg |
& far from condemning. They are full ofinterest,
It is the faregone conclusion which repudiate.

, Al inquiry into the history of such times,

in vogue in the university, the metropolis, or ;

the parsonage.
unfit a man for such » task. An  Enghshman
- cspecially an English University man - liag
little adaptability ; and it is not without long
and extensive experience of Orientals that he
erases to see their mauners and custums throngh
spectacies bought in Regent Streel.  Perhaps
a Scotchman is a liitle more fnpressible in that
espeel. 1 remember a fricad of mine telling
tne that when crassing the Isthmus of Surz, be-

No mere training could more °

whesher derived from comparative philology,
from history, or from madern travel, are well
worthy of your attentive studs. But they are
by no meaus all in the direction of our philoso-
phers. The histery of Joseph, the residence

. andoppression of the children of Israel in Egypt,

the exodus. the wandering 13 the wilderness,

e theecracy then established, the selling aside

of the peculiar people, even 1o this day, the
conquest of Palestine, the wars and the poetry
of David, and the glories of Soloman, are facts
mare ceriainly true, apart altogether from the
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doctrine of inspiration better established, and
1more unyuestivoed, than the contemporaneous
Listory of apy pation on the carth, I was great-
1y struck the other day with Mr. Porter's vol-
ume ot the ¢ Cities of Bashan.” Itis within
your reach, and I recommend it to you: perusal.
I recullect hearing & discussion between
two Oricntal travellers on the subject of
Palestine. They both agreed that the country
never could have been peopled as it is repre-
sented in the Bible; and, in particular, that
the idea of sixty fortified cities in the little
country of Bashan was a manifest figure of
speech. Well, Mr Porter went to Bashan, 2
district somewhat out of the route of ordinary
travellers, and in a parrow gorge of Lills,
terminating with Moant Hermon, he saw with
his own eyes the sixty cities. There they are—
cities built of granite, stone doors, turniag on
stone hiuges, stone shutters on the windows,
stone slates on the roofs. They are entirely
untenanted, save by the jackals, and seem to
have remained just as they were in the days of
Og, King of Bashan—(Ap,lause)—a strange,
mystecious, but speaking fufilment of prophecy ;
but, what is more importaut to my preseat
thewme, an enduring rebuke of the levity and care-
lessness of sume wodern Biblical crities. (Ap-
plause.) There are two reasons which should
zestraiu men of science strictly within thar
prop:r province. The first is the continual
change of opinion, the second is the existing
Qifference of vpinion. The first of these reasons
is peculiarly applicable to the arguments so
confidently derived from geology as to the
antiquity of man. Now, geology in itsclf bas
Do relation whatever to the antiquity of man.
No doubt ir the course of the scieace facts may
be elicited which, when thoroughly ascertained
and well weighed, may come to have a bearing
on tbat subject. But no man can pretend that
aoy of the facts hitherto disclosed can form safe
data for any such assumptivns. The geolugical
landscape shifts from day to day and frum year
to year. The axiows of last year are the fal-
lacics of this, and may again be the axioms of
the next. No braucli of kauwledge has alter-
<d so much and so rapidly as geology. Sir
Charles Lyell himself—descrvedly at the head
of the school—has ’a the course of very few
years altercd Lis vpinivn un sume of the must im-
portant tesalts of the science. Itis quite certain
that oun the subject of the antiquity of man,
Cuvicr, and Buckland, and Agassiz, the great
names of thirty years agy, licld vpinions entire-
1y different frum those now maiatained by Lyell,
or Haxley, or Page, or Geikic. ¢ Truth at any
price” is the modern battle cry ; as if truth had
sent the worthy philosopher what we call in
our profession a special retainer. Itis vain
for us mildly to suggest that we have no con-
troversy with truth at all, bat that we doubt
whether the pbilozopher 15 quite as much in ber
confidence as his vanity assumes, and we are
confirmed in our misgivings when we find that
unly a year or twu ago truth wore a different
dress, spoke a diffcrest language, aud taught
an cntirely different lesson. Let me take an
cxample. Professor Husley—a name celebrat-
cd conough, and a man strong cnough to afford
to stand criticism—in a lecture lately deliver-
¢d before a clerical audience indulged in many
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somewhat dogmatic prelections as to the ago
of the pyramids and the mud-banks of the Nile,
There may have beec much force in the remarks,
but be must have koown that there i3 no more
noted battlefield than the age of the pyramids
and the mud-banks of the Nile. No longer
time ago than 1864, Sir Charles Lyell, in the
first edition of his work on the antiquity of
man, said that eminept Egyptologists thought
the mud-banks of the Nile furnished no safe
d.ta for any conclusions whatever in regard to
the antiquity of man. He alters the phrase to
some emineu. Egyptologists in the tbird edition,
bat there the controversy remains. So that
truth at any price in 1864 was a very different
person than the clamorous client of our friena
the philosopher in 1868. (Applause) 2ir
Moncreiff proceeded to give the impressions
which Le had derived from attending the
meetings of the British Association in Dundee
in the autumn of last year, remarking that
these meetings had quite convinced him tbat
religion had pothing to fear from science, and
that in the meautime science, had better not
intrude upon religion. He criticised Professor
Tyndal's ¢bservation that we could not tell who
made the universe, because we did not know,
for * the real myste:y of the universe remains
unsolved ;" rewarking that the learned Pro-
fessor was really no authority beyond his own
province. After a few words on Mr Geikie's
address, whose conclusions he challenged, Mr
Moncreiff adverted to the cthnological discus-
sions at the assuciation, remarking that neither
of the contending parties could be strictly
denominated orthodux, but he thought they
were entirely successful in destroying each
other. (Laughter.) They were divided into
Darwinians and Crawfordiaus—into those who
maintained that men sprang from monkeys,
and those who maintained that they cannot
have all descended cven from Adam. Amid
these two luud and jubilant camps hardly a
word was said fur the account given by Moses,
which, notwithstanding, had by much the best
of the argament. Mr Moncreiff also disputed
the theory of human progression maintained by
Sir Jobn Lubbock. Progress, he said, bas
certainly been made, bat it is not intellectual
nor physical progress. We are ncither iatei-
lcctaally nor physically greater thau the philo-
sophers of Greeceland Rome, I doubt if Greece
was greater than Egypt, acd Rome eertainly
was put greater than Greece. It is moral ad-
vance ouly that bas beecn made, and that only
where Christanity has prevailed—(Applaase)
—~—thougl in the whole of that discussion I did
not hear that idea once suggested. Chris-
tianity bas introduced 2 milder and more bene-
ficeat code of laws, a more merciful practice in
war, more leisure for the arts of peace. Chris-
tian nativps are no longer, as Pagan nations
always were, in a chronic state of war. With
war came insccurity, and with insecarity,
indifference to the artsof life. If the matter
were traced to its origin our real superionity
would Le found to cunsist cilizely in tho sha-
dow of Christian precept under whish we live.

On the motion of Dr WincLester, a cordial
votcof thanhs was given to Mr Moncreiff for
his lecture, and thanks were also voted 10
Sheriff Cleghorn for presiding.



