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| Shall Not Pass Again This Way.

L'k bread that bringeth strength I want to give,
The water pure that bids the thirsty live ;

| want to help the fainting day by day,

I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

1 want to give the oil of joy for tears,

The faith to conquer crowding doubts and fears,
Beauty for ashes may I give alway,

I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

| want to give good measure running o’er,
And into angry hearts I want to pour

The answer soft that turneth wrath away.
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

I want to give to others hope and faith ;
I want to do all that the Master saith ;
I want to live aright from day to day,
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

—Author Unknown.

——, e

“Here a Little, and There a Little.”

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Avoip sermonizing. Be willing to leave
some things unsaid. Let the grown-up young
people especially draw some of their own con-
clusions.  ““ Don’t drive a nail till you split
the shingle.” Better one earnest sentence
carefully prepared than ten minutes of trite
moralizing.

salvation.” He said this impressively, and
went away.  The student retired to his 100m
with those words ringing in his eas, ** Make
one honest effort.” He could not forget them,
He resolved to try the advice. He was saved,
and became a successful minister, through
whose labors hundreds we: e saved.

An active Christian said to a friend, *‘1
never can forget that single word which was
once whispered to me in a prayer-meeting.”

*“ What word was it ? "

““The word ‘eternity.’ An associate who
was anxious for my soul came up to my pew
and simply whispered ‘eternity’ in my ear
with solemn tenderness, and left me. That:
word drove me to the cross.”

A young student in a famous Italian uni
versity came to Philip de Neri to tell him of
his plans and ambitions. Philip said, ** When.
you finish your studies, what will you do ?”

““Take my doctor'’s degree.”

‘““ And then?” asked Philip.

** I shall attract attention with my learning
and eloquence.”

‘** And then?” persisted Philip.

‘*I shall be promoted to some high office and
make money and grow rich.”

‘“And then ?” repeated Philip.

‘I shall enjoy life.”

‘“And then?” demanded Philip.

‘“And then—then, I suppose—why, I sup-
pose I must die.”

Philip looked at him earnestly, and said :.

‘“ What then?”

The young man could not answer. He was
his own accuser. Two words had shown him
his destiny.

The time for class study grows brief as other
interests increase, and you must study to be
terse if you want to imprLeu the truth. One

Some years ago there was a prof in
Brown University who coveted for Christ and
the Church a young man named Malcolm, He
said to him one day as they parted, **My
friend, make one honest effort for your soul’s

t ma, pl what a sermon
would not.
Is there not significance in Paul's advice to

Timothy about ‘‘rightly dividing the word of

s truth?”
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The subject ought to be growing in your mind
all the week. It will if you try to have it so,

Own a good reference Bibl2. Use the same
one constantly. Own also, if possible, a con-
cordance and a Bible dictionary, and use them,

Pray for the help of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
said to His Disciples: *“He shall receive of
mine, and shall show it unto you." Try to
cultivate a devout and earnest spirit. Live
near to Christ yourself, that you may s, eak
from an earnest heart. Remember your scho-
lars at the Throne of Grace.

3. As to the class, Know each one as
familiarly as possible. You cannot do this
wichout calling on them. Know their occupa.
tions, surroundings, temptations; win their
confidence.

Speak to each one occasionally on the subject
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_Suggestions to Sunday-school
Teachers.

11, Ae to the school. Be prompt in attend-
.. ance ; then your scholars will be more likely to
..be 8o, .Full ranks at the opening exerciscs
, promote devout interest.

Don't be .absent without securing a substi-
tute ; if you cannot get one, notify the superin-
tendent in time.

Attend every teachers’ meeting. Cheerfully
bear your part of the r ibility in planning

of religi Don’t do this in the presence of
others, but alone. Draw out the thoughts, the
desires and longings of their hearts, and, if
jossible, pray with the one with whom you
speak. Try thus to reap as well as sow.

Consider whether your own example day by
day is such as to uphold before them the im-
port.nce and value of religion. Actions often
speak louder than words.

If a scholar is absent more than one Sunday,
find out the reason, Go after such more than
once if necessary. Win the absent one back
by love and perseverance. If yeu find that
irregular ones would prefer to be in another
class, don’t be sensitive about it. Cheerfully
introduce them to the teacher or class they
would probably like, and get others in therr

laces. KEach teacher has his own adaptations,
Sometimes scholars outgrow the class they are
in, or have preferences which it is well to
gratify.

Constantly invite your echolars to attend the
other means of grace. The Sunday-school is
not a substitute for listening to preaching or
for attendance on the prayer-mecting. See
that they have seats shown them in church.
If necessary, and if you can, invite them to
your own pew. Be the pastor’s helper in this
way, and tell him of all cases of especial

. for the good of the whole school.

2. As to the study of the lesson. Find out all
you can about the particular book in the Bible
from which the lesson is taken. Learn its

. author, the circumstances in which it was
written, its general purpose and main divisions;

, keep in.view the relation of each lesson to the
whole book.

Begin. to study early in the week. There

,.must be time to become familiar with the pass-

. Read it in both Authorized and Revised

ersions over and over. Look up the refer-
ces. Consider the ing and difficulti

en g
‘i Think for {oumlf as well as study the ‘‘helps.”

Consider the points applying to your own class,
and how to enforce them in an interesting way.

4. As to the teaching, Insist vpon order and
attention. Study to get these first of all
Dou’t go on without them. Cultivate tact,
skill, winsomeness, patience.

Hasten to the main points of the lesson. Try
to give a comprehensive view of them; but if
one seems especially practical for your clas,
don't | esitate to dwell on it, even if" you must

b

therefore slight thing else,

L4

w T €.

Don’t bring * lesson helps ” into the class,
1t looks as if you had not made careful prepara-
tion. Use the Bible, and teach the class touse
it always. Bring a memorandum on paper, if
you wish, of points to be noted, but never the
*¢]esson helps.”
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Don’t let any part of the hour go to waste,
Careful study beforehand will generally make
it too short ; but if there is time left, use it for
religious and practical advice. Help to make
the closing exercises earnest and impressive to
your class. Youmay be giving tosome of them
all the religious instruction they will get for a
week.

Don't let your teaching run into a mere ex-
pository lecture. Get the scholars to express
their own thoughts. Draw them out ; encour-
age conversation. Give each one something to
look up in the next Sunday's lesson ; then be
sure to call for it.

Induce your scholars, if ible, to it

When she invited her scholars to meet in the
school-house Sunday afterncon, they stared at
her and then smiled good-naturedly. Behind
her back the most of them made fun of the
project. Six came on Sunday.

‘I will form a class of young ladies if they
will come,” she announced.

“Ha! ha!” laughed Samantha Tutherley,
when she heard of it. *‘ Ketch me a-goin’ ! "'

That settled it. Samantha, a loud-talking,
boisterous girl, was a leader among her mates.
The teacher in that rough education-box near
the road that skirted the sea was disheartenc.

“I'll go to see somebody wiser than [ am,”

to memory the most atrikfn; verses in each
r

lesson. Do it vourse'f. Call frequently for the
repeating of these. It is storing up truth and
enriching the mind.

Finally, be of good cheer. Let the scholars
see that the Scriptures are to yourself a joy and
comfort. Be hopeful of practical resnlts.
Look for them, but do not {:e discouraged if
they do not at once appear. ‘‘ Let us not be
weary in well doing, for in due season we shall
reap if we faint not.” Lay this in your Bible,

~Henry F. Colby, D.D.

How She Filled the Old School-
house.

BY REV. EDWARD A. RAND.

“ l’ .

Annie Burton uttered this word and stopped.
She said it while halting in a rough country
road, facing the vast, restless ocean that
tumbled along the shore. Her thoughts had not
the least connection with that ocean, but with
a little building behind her, a building shaped
like & square box. It had one red, ragged
chimney that projected from its roof. There
was a stont wood-pile at one side of this box.
In that school-box Annie Burton was the young
teacher. She was at the head of the educa-
tional interests of this fishing village, known
as ‘“ Deestrict No. Three.” The teacher was
now at work on a problem. Because the ucean
itself was a kind of imperfectly solved problem,
amystery partially known, she faced the seaas
if seeking sympathy.

She said again, “If”—, and then com-
pleted the sentence forming in her thoughts,—

“If I could have a Sunday-school I think it
would be & good thing fur the village.”

But how get a Sunday-school ?

“Well,” she said resolutely, moving off
toward her boarding-house, ‘‘ the way seems
hedged up, but one way to do a thing is to

was her ible resolution. She trudged off to
see the old minister at the Centre, three miles
away, Father Harris, a kind of Saint John in
his spirit, rather slow in his methods, but his
judgments had value.

‘“ What have you done?” he inquired.

““Oh, I have begun,” she replied.

“That is oocf. Miss Burton.
begun is half ﬁone,' you know the saying runs.”

‘“ But it ought not to stay half done, and I
am sure I invited my scholars cordially enough
to have them all there,”

“Only gave an invitation in school? Then
you believe in fishing at a distance.”

“ What, sir?”

““Why, you stood off, as the fishermen say,
too far, and threw your line. Why didn't
you"—

“Go round to the houses?”

“That's it. Take the line into their homes.
You want the fathers and mothers to take hold
of that line, though you only expect children in
your school. There is a good deal in having
a warm home-interest to back up your efforts,”

“Isee; I made a mistake.”

* “Thut is hopeful,” thought Father Harris.
‘“ Next to mending a mistake comes the allow-
ance that a mistake has been made.”

‘“ Have you any teachers?” he asked,

‘1 thought I would get up my classes first,”
she replied.

*“Classes first? Yes, but it might help very
much if it were known who would teach.
There is a woman, Jones Harly’s wife, who
would make an excellent teacher. You get her
and it would draw scholars,” suggested the
minister.

“Isee. It would tole the fish into the net,
as the fishermen say. I will speak to her. I
tholnght if I could get up a class of the older
girls "—

““Then you get Samantha Tutherley.”

““ Ah—she won't come near us.”

“1 was thinking if you got Samantha you
might get her melodeon sometimes.”

“ Oh,” said the young woman, enthusiasti-
cally clal:‘; ing her hands, her brown eyes flash-
ing out their magnetic sparks ; *“if—if I could
get what the children call the ‘orgin’ and do
80 admire !

‘“ Yes, children like to be interested ; they

‘A thing

begin, and I'll begin.”

like to be drawn by an attraction.”
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« But how can I draw that big girl and her
melodeon across the road from her home to the
tchool-house ? "

1 don’t know, but you must watch optor-
tunities and wait., 1 havelived long enough to
see that where God has a work for any one—
and I think He has such for you —we must wait
patiently and He will bring things about.”

““Yes, I suppose so.”

“] know so. One reason whﬁwe are in this
world is to show that God has His plans, that
we and other people are parts of them. God is
working, He will make opportunities, and we
must watch and step in as He opens a door.”

After this interview with Father Harris, the
Sunday-school effort, pushed along lines he had
indicated, was more successful.

But there was that Samantha Tutherley !
She was a big blocking bowlder lying ucross
these lines, and it seemed as if she never would
he dislodged.

“What can I do?”
would wonder.

And Father Harris would seem to answer,
three miles away, and cheerily counsel her:
** Wait and watch ! "

One day it was reported at school that
Samantha Tutherley was *‘ down sick.”

“ Perhaps it's my opportunity,” thou!;ht the
teacher, and she was soon at Samantha’s door.

¢ Samanthy's poorly !’ moaned her mother,
in reply to the teacher’s expression of sympathy.
““Won't you come in? Somehow she don’t
seem to git ahead. Got a slow run of suthin’
—fever or suthin', the doctor says. Youplay?
Somehow she's got the %rumt notion to git to
her orgin. I thought if you played it might
sort of quiet her.”

It was just before the shutting down of the
night like a black cover on sea and land; an
hour that may bring a feverish unrest to the
patient. Annie was not a gifted musician, but
she appreciated one quality of good music, that
of expression. Shesat down to the little instru-
ment, gently tou hed its keys, and sang that
verse :

Annie Burton often

V¢ Should Thy mercy send me
Sorrow, toil aud woe,

Or should pain attend me
On my path below,
Grant that I may never
Fail Thy hand to see,

Grant that I may ever
Cast my care on Thee.”

“Who's that?” said Samantha, tossing on
her bed in an adjoining little room. *“Tell her
to sing it ag'in !

Her mother hesitated. She had had previ-
ous orders irom the patient ‘‘not to let thai
teacher in,” if she should chance to come to the
house. And there she was at Samantha’s
*‘orgin,” swaying that magic sceptre of music
:hich so controls and quiets many disturbed

earts.

—

“Tell her to come ag'in,” was Samantha'y
direction when she knew who the caller was,
It was soon understood that if “‘old Dy
Beal ” was Samantha’s lrhyllchn. the teacher
v;u assistant nurse, and her music was medi.
cine.
About a month after this, Father Harriy
behind his old white horse, was slowly moving
t the school-house,

wholes:
ing.

boy wh
If you
and inc
have d
1do n
boys, €
about i

*What's that?” he wondered. ‘‘Why Anot
there's music in the school-house! What bas write
that teacher got mow? I must step out and them.
see.” He pushed ajar the creaking school. schools
house door and cautiously peered in. the w¢

““My!” he softly said. ‘‘Got a Sunday. the libs
school concert or something ! Lot of people, tenden
fathers and mothers! An ohildrenvjuut.g; openly
them !—and that class of young ladies! Andif ter tl
there isn’t Samantha presiding at her melodeon! any m
1 thought that teacher would do something, badly
So much for waiting and watching and improy. letter,
ini your opportunities! I told her so.” and he

‘ather Harris was detected at the door, and result
was obliged to go in and {.y for this inspection bath, a
by making ‘‘ some remarks.” day-scl

—————————————

What Can We Do For the Boys?

BY A TEACHER.

Tuis has been called the age of unrest, and
the reason we seem to have a demand for all
kinds of Sabbath desecration is because of the
restiessness of human nature and a desire to be
going somewhere. What shall we do to hold
our young men and boys in our Sabbath.
schools? This is the work of the individual
teacher to & certain extent. Someone has
said, to be a successful teacher you must first
win the love of your class; but we may have
much to do before even this is accomplished.
In the first place, pray for them often; keep
them in your mind. Be regular in attendance
at all church services.  One boy said when his
mother came home from church, *I know
one person who was present—my teacher.” It
has a good influence. Be punctual and set a
good example. Study your lesson thoroughly,
so that you can talk about the lesson with:
out hunting for the answer when it is
needed. If they ask you a question on the
lesson you cannot answer, say so, and do not
try to make them think you know more than

you do, for if they are wide awake boys you They a
cannot deceive them, and you might lose their Po.ﬁlbl
re “churq

spect.

If they are like most boys, you will have to
ask the questions and give most of the answers
00 ; but some seed may find good ground. If
your bogl are zbsent, find out why they are,
and if they have been injured in any way, by
which they are confined to the house, but have

their senses, send or carry them something
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wholesome to real, but be sure it is interest-
ing. Do not take anything solid and dry to a
boy who is just aching to be out playing ball.
If you cannot go personally to see him, be sure
and inquire of some one who will tell him you
have done so. Send flowers when convenient,
ldo not think any kindness is ever lost on
boys, even if they do not make as much fuss
about it as girls.

Another way to keep hold of boys is to
write them letters when you are not sure of
them. A few years ago, in one of our Sunday-
schools, was a class of boys who were called
the worst class in the school. They sat near
the library door, and one Sunday the superin-
tendent, hearing a noise, spoke to the boys
openly and they were very indignant, and

ter the school closed they c{wided not to come
any more. The teacher, hearing of it, felt very
badly and sat down and wrote them each a
letter, telling them of her feeling in the matter
and her desire for their conversion. The
result was they were all there the next Sab-
bath, and, with one exception, all are in Sun-
day-school work now. The same teacher has
kept within the past two years three of her
young men under her influence in the same
way. If you have a scholar who is annoying in
the class and undertake to lecture him, either
during the lesson or at the close of the school,
it does not amount to much, for the same
spirit that yed you is predominant still ;
itis much better to wait until you get home,
and after praying about it, write just as you
feel. Tell him you pray for him every day
and you hope to see him following Christ.

Do not take a class of boys if you do not like
boys; they will detect it at once and your
peace is at an end. If oneof your boys gets
his finger broken while playing football, or gets
spiked while playing baseball, do not say,
“Well, it is what you might expect,” but tell
him you are sorry he is so unfortunate.

Do not go anywhere that your boys think
Christians ought not to go, unless they are
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ble, and I do not think they will be.
I wish every person who has anything to do
with boys, either teachers or parents, would
read, ** What about Fred ?” If you have an
opportunity in Sunday-school or church wor
to make your boy useful, do so. Let us do
our best,

Tue Buddhist priests of Japan are thoroughly
aroused against the spread of Christianity.
They are adopting Christian methods as far as
possible. The temples are now often called
“churches ; " there are * Young Men’s Buddh-
ist_Associations,” *‘ Young People’s Societi

Opening and Closing Services.
FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.

I. Silence.

II. Responsive Sentences. [Psalm 84. 8-12.]

Supt. O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer :
give ear, O God of Jacob,

School. Behold, O God our shield, and look
upon the face of thine anointed.

Supt. For a day in thy courts is better than
a thousand.

School. 1 had rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness,

Supt. For the Lord God is a sun and shield :
School. The Lord will give grace and glory :

Supt. No good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly.

Schoo!. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man
that trusteth in thee.

IIL. Singing.

IV. The Ten Commandments, or the Apostles’
Creed.

V. Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in
concert.

VI. Seriptural Lesson.
VII. Singing.

LESSON SERVICE,

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
IL. Singing Lesson Hymn.

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson
by Pastor or Superintendent

V. Supplemental Lesson, | u| lessons in
the Church Catechism may here be introduced. )

VI. Aonouncements (especially of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE.

I. Singing.

IL R o ok

of Buddhist Endeavor,” and Sunday-schools for
learning Buddhism, all in active operation.
Some priests even use the Christian marriage
service, ring and all, substituting the name of
Buddha for God. Every sect has one or more
journals as official organs.

Supt. My God shall supply all your need
ac:ording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,

School. Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
able gift.

III. Dismission,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

B. C. 1427.)

LESSON I. THE TIME OF THE JUDGES.

[Oct. @,

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord raised up judges, which delivered them. Judg. 2. 14,

Authorized Version.

Judg. 2. 112, 16, [Commit to memory verses
11, 12, 16.)
[Study connection in chap. 2.]

1 And an angel of the Lorp came up from Gil'-
gal to Bo'chim, and said, I made you to go up out
i E'gyrt, and have brought you unto the lund
which" [ sware unto your fathers; and I said, 1
will never break my covenant with you;

2 And ye shall make no league with the inhab-
itants of this land ; ye shall throw down their
alturs: but ye have not obeyed my voice; why
save ye done this?

3 Wherefore I also said, 1 will not drive them
out from before you; but they shall be as thorns
in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto
you,

4 And it came to pass, when the angel of the
Lorp spake these words unto all the children of
I~"ra-el, that the people lifted up their voice, and
wept.

5 And tiw{ called the name of that place
Bo'chim: and they sacrificed there unto the
Lowrp.

‘
|
|
|
|

[

6 And when Josh'u-a had let the people go, the ‘

children of Is'ra-cl went every man unto his in-
heritance to possess the lund.

7 And the pcnl\h- served the Lorp all the days

of Josh'u-a, and ull the days of the elders that
outlived Joshu-n, who had seen all the great
works of the Lorp, that he did for Is'ra-el.

8 And Josh'u-n the son of Nun, the servant of
the Lorp, died, being a hundred and ten years old.

9 And they buried him in the border of his in- |

heritanee in Tim'nath-he'res, in the mount of
E'phra-im, on the north side of the hill Ga'ash,

10 And also al that generation were gathered |

unto their futhers: and there arose another gen-
cration aftex them, which knew not the Lorp, nor
vet the works which he had done for Is'ra-el.

11 And the children of Is'ra-el did evil in the
sight of the Lorn, und served Ba'al-im:

12 And they forsook the Lorp God of their
fathers, which’ brought them out of the land of
E'gyr , and, followed other gods, of the gods of the
people that’ were round about them, and bowed
themselves unto them, and provoked the Lorp to
anger.

16 Nevertheless the Lorp raised u
which delivered them out of the han
that spoiled them.

judges,
of those

Revised Version,

1  And the angel of the Lorp came up frony
Gil'gul to Bo'chim.  And he said, I nide yoyu
to go up out of E'gypt, and huve brought :\nu
unto the lund which I swure unto your futher
and I said, I will never breuk my
nant with you: and ye shall mak: 4
covenant with the inhabitants of this lu ye
shall break down their altars: but e
not hearkenced unto my voice: w! ye

3 done this? Wherefore I also sai vill not
drive themout from before you ; but they shall be
as thorns in your sides, und their gods shull be
2 snure unto you. And it enme to pass, when
the angel of the Lorn spake these words unto
all the children of lIs'ra-cl, that the people
lifted up their voice, and wept. And they
called the name of that place Bo'chim: and
they sacrificed there unto the Lorb.

Now when Josh'u-a had sent the people away,
the children of Is'ra-el went every man unto

7 Ins inheritance to possess the land. And the
people served the Loro all the days of
Josh'u-n, and all the days of the elders that
outlived Josh'u-a, who had scen all the great
work of the Lorp, that he had wrought for I+'-
ra-el. And Josh'u-a the son of Nun, the
servant of the Lorp, died, being an hundred
and ten years old. And they buried him in
the border of his inheritance in Tim nath-he'res,
in the hill country of E'phra-im, on the north
of the mountain of Ga'ush. And also all that
generation were gathered unto their fathers:
and there arose another generation after them,
which knew not the Lorn, nor yet the work
which he had wrought for Is'ra-el.

And the children of Is'ra-el did that which
was evil in the sight of the Lorp, and served
the Ba'al-im : and they forsook the Lowrp, the
God of their fathers, which brought them out
of the land of E'gypt, and followed other gods,
of the gods of the peoples that were round
about them, and bowed themselves down unto
them : and they provoked the Lorp to unger.
And the Lorp raised up judges, which saved
them out of the hand of those that spoiled
them.

TIME.—This lesson contains a general state-
ment of the condition of Isracl from the death of
Joshua, B. C. 1427, during the period of the
oadges, about three hundred and thirty years.
PLACE.—The land of Israel ; especially Shiloh,

where, doubtless, the Isruelites were assembled,
and Bochim, which we suppose to have been a
locality in Shiloh. RULERS.—As yet the He-
brews had no definite government except that of
the priesthood and the power accorded to the

und
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selders™ of the tribex,  INTRODUCTORY.
The tribes soon took a very dungerous course ;
they made terms with their idolutrous enemies,
und permitted them to rexide in the lund on pay-
went of tribute,  Intermarriage followed und led
1o community of religious worship. The two re-
ligions were in some sort incorporated, and if the
first commandment of the luw was not generally
roken, the second wus, DOCTRINAL SUG«
GESTION .—The discipline of affliction,

HOME READINGS,

M. The time of the judges. Judyg. 2. 1-10,
Z'u. The time of the judges. Judg, 2. 11-17.
I, A sad history.,  Judg., 2. 18-23,

Th, Command and warning. Num. 33. 50-56.
F. Forsaking God. Jer, 2. 4-13,

5. Folly of disobedience, Psalin 81, 8-16,

S. Unfuithfulness,  Psalm 106, 34-45,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 287, New Canadian Hymnal.

Safely thwough another week.

No, 358, New Canadian Hymnal,

0 God of Dethel, by whose hand.

No. 278, New Canadian Hymnal,

One more hymn we'll sing at parting.

GCUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
I A Faithful Rebuke, v. 1-5.

Who came up from Gilgal to Bochim?

What do you know about Gilgal? What about
I whim?

Wiicre were the Iebrews accustomed to gather
for religions and politiesl purposes?  (Answer.
Nhiloh,)

Iow and where did God swear to the * fathers
't they should inherit Palestine ?

What ** leagues” had the Isruclites made with
the inhabitants of the land ?

It they thrown down their altars? Why not?

1w did the Hebrews aet when the ungel re-
b iked them ?

What did they call the place where the angel
ske ?

What does Bochim mean? (Answer. Weep-
vs)

2. A Forgetful People, v. 6-12,

What followed Joshua's dismissal of the tribes?

How long were they faithful to their covenant?

Of what had they been witnesses?

What wax Joshua's age at his death?

Where was he buried 1

What is meant by * gathered to their fathers?"

Whut change in the people did time accom-
plish ¢

How did the new generation show their forget-
fulness of God ¢

What was Baalim ?

Of what had God especially warned his people !
(Deut. 6. 14.)

Into what idolatry did they fall?

What was the consequence of their folly ?

On what conditions had success been promised
them? (Deut. 28, 1,)

What was fulfilled in the distresses of this peo-
ple? (Josh. 28. 16.)
3. A Gracious God, v. 16,

llow did the Lord show his mercy toward the
transgressors ¥

Had these judges anything like *‘ constitutionul
rights,” or were they what might be called prov
idential dictators ?

Did they each govern all the country ¢

Practical Teachings.

Where are we taught in this lesson—

1. That God sceures to his people their inher-
itance t

2. That forgetfulness of God's promises leads to
departure from his service ¢

3. That the threutenings and promises of God
arc alike sure !

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. A Faithful Rebuke, v. 1-5.

What visitor came to Bochim?

What had he done for Israel?

What had he promised to keep unbroken !

What alliunce had he forbidden ?

What duty had he enjoined ¥

What did he say of Israel’s conduct?

What punishment would result from their dis-
obedience ?

How were the people affceted by this rebuke?

What name did they give to the place?  Why ?

What did they offer to the Lord ?

Of what are God’s rebukes a proof? (Rev.
3. 190.)
2. A Forgetful People, v. 6-12.

Where did the people go from Bochim?

Ilow long did they remain true to God ?

What was Joshua's age at his death ?

Where was he buried ¢

What is said of the next generation ?

What evil did Israel do before the Lord ?

Whom did they forsake? Whom follow ¢

Name some of the gods whom they followed,

Which commandment did they break? Repeat.
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How did God punish them? (Verses 14, 15.) What did the Lord want the Israelites to ¢
3. A Gracious God, v. 16, Drive them out of the land.

How did God show himself gracious? (GorpeN What did they do after Joshua's death ?
Texr.) What ought they to have done?

What was the source of power to the judges? Whom did the Lord send to reprove them ?
(Verse 18.) What did he say the Lord would not do ?

What happened when the judge died! What were the heathen allowed to do ¢
(Verse 19.) What made the Israelites weep? To hear

Why were not all the Canaanites driven out? | that they must suffer.
(Verses 21, 22,) What should they have done? Driven out
their enemies.

What did they do instead ¢

What awful sin were they soon led into?

What did the Lord send upon them?

What did they do?

Whom did he send to help them?

What does this lesson teachi? To keep away
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER from sin.

SCHOLARS, Remember—

What kind of people lived in Canaan? Idole That sin in the heart is sure to make trouble,
aters. That the only safe way is to drive it out.

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown-—
1. That God alwuys keeps mis promises 7
2. That disobedience to God brings evil ¢
3. That God shows mercy to those who forget
him?

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, PiL.D.

General Statement.

The war isended. The aged conqueror hus sought retirement. The new nation has started on its
history, with God as its King und the priests and clders as his vicegerents, Never did a people live
among stranger conditions, They were removed by one geuneration from ubject slavery. They were
trying to contorm to a law which touched cvery detail of their lives, and which was a novelty to them
in muny particulars, Without experience except as slaves, us shepherds, and of late ycars as warriors,
they were to establish themselves in the rich plantatious and cities of onc of the weulthiest countrics
then known. Then their possession of this country was only partial. The mountain runges were
theirs, though even there exceptions must be made of notable fortresses like Jebus and Beth-el, In
nearly every valley there still remained villages of the conquered peoples, worshiping fulse gods, indul-
ging in vice, and ready to rise ut any moment against their oppressors, Thorns in the sides of the
nation indeed they were.  From their heights the Jews could look down upon the Philistines of the
southeastern plain, intrenched within their powerful cities, while the Jordan valley and the plain of
Esdraelon and the valley of Sharon were still occupied by the Ca it These el ts of peril
were in their borders, while beyond them were Amalekites and Edomites on the south, Moabites, Am-
monites, and Bashanites on the cast. Isracl stands alone amid the nations, and in equal danger from
their enmity and their friendship. We begin to understund, when we realize the temptationsaround and
the lusts within, how the people of God so soon forget their high vocation and their glorious history und
sink into the embraces of sin. They long for a visible objeet of worship like the people about them ;
they are charmed with the splendid rites and are led astray by the seductive fascinations of idolatry.
At lust, after many half steps in the wrong, Israel turns from Jehovah and, like all sinners, suffers the
consequences.  No sooner did the chosen people bow the knee to Baal thun enemies arose about them.
Wave after wave of oppression xweeps over the land, each in turn rolled back by the deliverers whom
God in merey raises up. The history contained in the Book of Judges is, some of it, painful readine,
but it is doubtful whether the history of mankind furnishes more instructive passages than these. O
Jexsson notes seven steps downward which Israel took, and which resulted at last in their enslavenicnt,
Y.t us be warned by the faithless people of God.

Verse 1. An angel o the Lord. Prob- i Covenant, the second person of the Trinity. The

ably in this case a human messenger and prophet. | word translated ** ungel” is ncarly always used in
We cannot speak with certainty, because the | the Bible for a supernatural messenger. Tiere
wisest scholars differ, Some commentators be- ‘ are, however, notable exceptions to this usage,
Jieve that this was the uncreated Angel of the | such as Hag. 1. 13; Judg. 11. 13; Isa, 42, 193
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Eecles, 5. 63 and Mul. 2, 7.
up from Gilgal scems 10 muke it probuble that
this was a prophet sent with a special message
from God,  But pily the true meaning of the
age, and especially its message to us, is not
affected by either understanding, al was
the old camping ground where the Tsraclites had
solemnly dedicated themselves to God on their
entrance into the promised land. The very fuct
that the angel came from there would he pro-
foundly suggestive to these sinners, Bochim
cannot now be identificd, though it was probably
in or neur Shilol, where the tabernacle stood. 1t
means * weepers,” and received its name from
the incident of this lesson. See verse 5. [
made you to go. These arc the words of God,
whethier the speaker was the Angel of the Cov-
enant or a proplet. Which I sware, Mude
solemn covenant. See Gen. 12. 7; 17.7, 8; and
the entire history of the patriarchs.

2. Make no league. That is, 10" covenant,
no treaty of peace, See Exod. 23. 32; Deut. 7.
233 Josh. 9. 7; 23. 12, The natives of Pulestine
und their fulse religions were inscparable, and no
peace could be made between Jehovah and Baal,
Throw down their altars. This command
had been repeatedly given to the Israclites in the

y 8. Sce Exod. 84.13; Deut.7. 5; 12. 3.
Lovers of beauty and antiquity cannot suppress a
momentary regret when they think of the interest-
ing monuments of ancient ecivilization thus
destroyed ; but the Israclites were prone both to
idolatry and licentiousness, and the emblems of
idolutry were fascinating in the extreme, so that
this destruction was absolutely necessary, Ye
have not obeyed my voice. The tendency
of the Hebrew had never been toward war, and as
soon as he was settled in Lis comfortable Lome in
Canaan he made friends with his idolatrous neigh-
bors—overreached them, doubtless, on many occa-
sions—but eubjeeted himsclf to the temptations
that arose from their false rcligions.  Why have
ye done this? The exclamation is full of sharp
grief.

3. Ialso said, God had plainly told them
all along that the consequences of both sin and
right doing were unavoidable. (1) “ J¢ is not an
innocent thing to smile on the presence of sin and
give it equal rights.’—Lange. As thorns in
your sides. These people whom you have wick-
edly suffered to remain among you will haunt you
through all your history, even though they be con-
quered. The word * thorns " is not in the orig-
inal. Some people translate the word * sides,”
“enemies,” A smares The Israelites soon
turned to hate the *“ inhabitants of the land,” but
it was centurics before they learned to hate their
gods. The message of the angel reduced to its
simplest form is this, * You have forgotten God's

early d

| Bochim.
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The phrase came | covenant, but God will inviolably keep his

promise.”

4. The people lifted up their voice, and
wept. Orientals are always demonstrutive, and
the Ilebrews at least had never any more reason
for weeping than now,

5. They called the name of that place
It is probable that the ‘*‘angel”
found Isracl gathered together in Shiloh. The
tabernacle was there, and great gatherings were
frequent. The place that they called Bochim
was, according to Lange and other scholars, xome
gateway or street or house where the angel
stood, and which became the ecnter of this out-
burst of penitence ; some place in Shiloh. They
sacrificed there. Shiloh was the regulur place
for sacrifice. They would have done better, how-
ever, if they had paid less attention to their own
feelings and their own outward demonstrations ot
sorrow, and set forth at once to destroy the false
gods and to break the national friendships which
they had perversely formed and to cease the foul

| vices in which they had indulged.

6. Let the people go. As related at the
close of the last lesson. Went every man.
The tribes returned to their several borders, and
the new epoch began, of rest in the land in place
of war, and of tribal government in place of the
personal rule of Joshua. To possess the land.
To complete the work of conquest, since in many
places the native races still had a foothold.

7. Served the Lord. Mindful of the prom-
ise made in the last lesson. All the days of
Joshua, Those who had participated in the
stirring events of the conquest and had grown up
under the influence of Moscs. Who had seen.
Their personal experience strengthened their own
fuith, and their testimony the faith of others,
(2) See here the power of good example to guide in
right ways. (3) See, too, the power of experience
in religion,

8,9. The son of Nun. Nun was an un-
known Ephraimite, born in bondage, and perhups
dying in the wilderness. The servant of the
Lord. A noble title, and well deserved, for not
even Moses was more earncst, uncompromising,
loyal, and vigilant in God’s scrvice than Joshua,
Timnath<heres. By the transposition of a let-
ter clsewhere called Timnath-serah. At Kefr
Tluris, nine miles south of Shechem, is a place
shown by the Samaritans as the tomb of Joshua,
and supposcd by the latest investigators to be
really his burial place. Hill Gaash. A location
well known when the book was written, but now
forgotten.

10. That gemeration. The main body of
those who participated in the conquest. Were
gathered unto their fathers, In thegrave with
their ancestors, Though their fathers were buried
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in the desert and their grandfuthers in Egypt,
yet all were regurded as together in the place
of the depurted. Some find here a hint of a belief
in a state of departed spirits.  Another generas=
tion. Dr. Steele remarks acutely, ** The transi-
tion from that low faith, grounded on the senses,
to that higher faith, grounded on testimony, is ul-
ways a eritical period.” Knew not the Lord.
Had not the personal acquaintance with God’s
workers in behalf of Israel and that sense of de-
pendence upon God possessed by their futhers,
Nor yet the works which he had done.
They had not seen the fiery pillar nor the heaped-
up waters of Jordan nor the fulling walls of Jer-
icho. (4) Was there not a lack of early trairing
of their children on the part of those who were so
busy in war and in occupation #

11. Did evil in the sight of the Lord.
The set phrase so often repeated in this book, and
expressive of the fact that, with God's eyes on
them and the divine standards before them, Israel
vet fell into sin,  (5) Al sin is in God's sight, for
God's law is the measure of rightecousness. Nerved
Baalim. The plural form of the word Bual,
which was the name of the chief male divinity
worshiped by the nations surrounding Israel, and
henee was used in its plural form as a general term
for all idolatry.

12. Forsook the Lorde The word here is
Jehovah, the lofty name of God, as if to mark the
contrast with idols. Of their fathers. Thus
by their backsliding they dishonored the memory
of their noble ancestors the patriarchs, Brought
them out. They forsook the God that wrought
their salvation, and followed the idols which could
not save their own lands! Followed other
gods. The motives of their idolatry were: 1.

‘I'he eraving of the human heart after a visible ob-

ject of worship; for example, sec it in the Romanist
adoring his crucifix. 2. The influence of associu

tion, * following the fushion.” People dislike to
be singular, and Israel was often taunted by other
nations as having no gods, 8. The feasts and de-
baucheries eonnected with idol worship had a fasci-
nation for corrupt hearts, especially when drunk-
enness and licentiousness could be veiled under the
name of religion. (6) How many influences unite
to lead hearts astray from God! 'The people
that were round about. On the shore of the
Mediterranean on the south were the Philistines,
newcomers like themselves; on the north, the
Pheenicians, rich and cultured ; in the Jordan vul-
ley, the still unconquered Cunaanites ; in the heart
of the country, the Jebusites and the Hivites, under
tribute, but existing as elements of dunger ; east of
the Dead Seu were the Moabites, who hud alrendy
corrupted their morals at Beth-peor; and on the
south, their kinsmen, the Edomites. All these
worshiped Bual under vurious names. (7) Even
yet God's people stand alone ina world whose enmity
and whose friendship are equally dangerous. Proe
voked the Lord to anger. Not an irregular
passion, but a just indignation against wickedness,
(8) We must never forget the tender susceptibility of
our God.

16. The Lord raised up. By the prompt-
ings of his Spirit and the call of opportunity.
Judges., These were not ordinary rulers nor
dictators nor despots, but deliverers, divinely
raised up as religious reformers, * judges in dis-
puted cases, and military lenders, They appeared
generally in times of ealanity ; they ruled by
force of character, and did not transmit their
authority to successors, (9) There s hope for
a people when God still sends them leaders in right-
eousness !

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR W.

Let every \wcholur read the entire Book of
“Judges, with a map before him and a Bible die-
tionary at his side. Whoever will do this may
gain an intelligent view of the period of history
now studied.  The book takes up the story of the
Ilebrews at the death of Joshua and traces their
vietories and defeats, their apostasies and their
deliverances, their rests and their wars down to
the time of Eli and Samuel.  Though the author,
whoever lie was, leads us through a long night of
durkness and trial, of perfidy and repentance,
there is, on the whole, a steady growth toward
national unity and greater piety. So that a disor-
gunized hovde of clans, of runaway slaves, is
changed into a vietorious nation of freemen, des-
tined to be one of the greatest factors in the civi-
lization of the race,

Therc is no reason for believing that the book

W. DAVIES, D.D.

was written luter than David’s time. The author,
evidently tired of the disorders prevailing under
the judges, and anxious for a more centralized
form of government, must have been a royalist in
sentiment,  This feeling crops out throughout
the entire hook. The names of Sumuel, Nathan,
and Gad have each been suggested as that of the
author.

Verse 1. And the angel of the Lord.
The word ** angel ”* signifies messenger, one having
a specinl mission to perform. It is generally used
of superhuman messengers, sent from heaven. It
is used of the priest or minister in Eccles. 5, 6 and
Mul. 2. 7, of prophets in Hag. 1.18 and Mal. 3.1, and
very often of men; especially is the plural form
used in this way. It has been inferred, since the
“angel” ix said to have come from Gilgal to
Bochim, that he was a prophet or some represen-
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tative of the sanctuary at the former pluce. But
ungels are spoken of elsewhere us traveling from
place to pluce, us at thesdestruction of Sodom und
Gomorrah (Gen, 18, 16-28). Many, from the
language used by the angel, think that he was
the Angel of the Covenant, the sceond person in
the Trinity, so prominent in Jewish history. At
uny rate the angel of the Lord in this verse seems
to identify himself’ with Jehovah.  Gilgal, The
coming of the angel from Gilgal ut this time is s

nificant.  Gilgal was the first encamipment ; it

espeeially saered and dear to the Hebrews (Josh,
i. 19).
the Lord appearcd to Joshua (5. 13),
This word means *“ weepers,”  The exuet location
isnot known. I will never break my cove-
nant with you. God on his partis always true,
For the nature of this covenant, compare Exod.

5 6,0

2. And ye shall make no covenant with
the inhabitants of this land. This und the
following clause are repeated almost verbutim
trom Deut. 7. 2, 3. It was necessary that they
should have no communion with the Canaanites.
The dunger of associating with irreligious people
hus always threatened the church, and wherever
the practice has been indulged in it has resulted in
great spiritual loss,
their altars. Not only were they forbidden to
associate with the Canaanites, but they were to be
uggressive.  They were to destroy heathienism out
of the land. This command is quoted from
Exod. 84. 13; Deut. 7. 5; 12. 8. Ye have
not hearkened unto my voice. As was
their duty to do, and as they faithfully promised.
Sece Josh, 23. 11-13; 24. 21-23. Why have ye
done this? More literally, * What ix this that
you have done?” This is a most searching ques-
tion, and one everybody should ask himself when
conscious of not having done right.

3. Wherefore I also saids Sce Num. 33
55, T'will not drive them ount. 7The angel
or speaker here identifies himself with Jchovah,
the omnipotent God. It would not do any good
for God to interpose in hehalf of the Hebrews, un-
less they did all within their power. God helps
those who are willing to help themselves and to do
their whole duty. Why is it that there is a saloon
in your city or village? It is as hurtful to your
hoy or yourself as the idol sanctuaries of Canaan

to the Hebrews. They shall be as
thorns in your sides. There is no word corre-
sponding to *“ thorns ”” in the originnl. The clause,
literally rendered, reads, * They shall be sides to
you” That is, they shall erowd you hard. Notice
the marginal reading of the Revised Version, where
“adversaries’ is substituted for * thorns,” as also
in the Septungint and Vulgate. To obtuin this
rendering one letter is changed. Tt is possible
that the word * thorns,” used in Nuni. 83. 55, hax

Bochim.

It wus in this vieinity that the angel of

Ye shall break down |

| Josh, 1.

been aceidentally dropped out of the text here.
Their gods shall be a snare unto you, Idolu-
try isasnureand a delusion. It leuds away from the
true God. So with all &in in our duy. The more
thoroughly we do our duty and obey God the
fewer temptations we have to sin. Let us there-
fore put away everything which can estrunge us
from God.

4. The people lifted up their voice, and
wepts Their weeping was caused by the dark
picture which was painted before them. They
must reap the fruit of their carclessness and dis
obedicnee,

5. They sacrificed there unto the Lord.
They do this as an atoncment for their sins, and
with the hepe of averting the impending enlumi-
ties. It is not necessury to think that the ark
was at Bochim or that Bochim was another name
for Shiloh, for sacrifices eould be offered, at least
on speeial occasions, elsewhere,  See Judg. 6. 20,

1 13.16; 1 Sam, 13. 9, . ; 2 Sam, 24, 25,

This begins another section, and the passage
(6-9) is alinost the sume as that of Josh, 24. 28-31.
The three verses are inserted to show that God had
blessed the people while they obeyed his laws
during the days of Joshu. and the clders who
were his immediate successors. But though se-
curcly settled in Canaan and victorious over their
encmies, their lack of faith in Jehovah and their
disloyalty to him brought trouble.

7. All the days of Joshua. According to
Jewish authorities, Joshua lived twenty-five years
after the death of Moses. The elders that
outlived Joshua, How long these outlived
the great leader is not said, but possibly twenty
to thirty yea Joshua and the elders had been
living witnesses of God’s power in the wilderness
and in the overthrow of the Cunaanites, and re-
mained faithful to the worship of Jchovah. How
much do we owe to the fathers and the mothers in
Israel who have passed through great revivals and
have fought the battles of the Lord !

8. And Joshua . .« « died. The exact date
is not given, but probably about 1425 B. (.
The servant of the Lord. A noble title, u
very common designation of Moses (Dcut. 34, 5
1, 13, 15; and often). It is once ap-
plied to David (sec title of Psalm 18), and fre-
quently to the prophets.

9. And they buried him ... Tim-
natheheres. It is called Timnath-serali in Josh,
24, 30, The word means * portion of the sun,”
perhaps an old sanctuary devoted to the worship
of the sun. Conder und others identify it with
Kefr Harix, nine miles south of Shechem. Dr,
Eli Smith thinks that modern Tibneh, five miles
northeast of Lydda, is Timnath. One of the
many graves in the rocks around the ruins of Tib-
neh is gaid to be that of Joshua, Gaash. Men-
tioned also in 2 Sam. 23. 30 and 1 Chron, 11, 82,
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10. All that generation were gathered
unto their fathers. The fathers of some of
them had been buried in Egypt, of others in the
wilderness, and of the rest in Canaan j thus the
reference is plainly to some mecting pluce beyond
the grave. low vain, therefore, to assert that
the Hebrews had no hopes of a life beyond! |
Another generation . . . which knew not ‘
the Lord. What a sad picture! The sons und |
daughters of those so highly favored apostates |
trom Jehovah ! How often history has repeated
itself in this particular. How carcful parents |
ought to be in training their children in the fear |
of the Lord, Wealth is good, education is better, |
but obedience to Jehovah is the highest good.

11. Did that which was evil. Sinncd ‘
openly, forsook Jehovah and indulged in idolatry. |
And served the Baalim, Baal denotes lord |
or possessor. Buaalim is the plural form, denoting a |
plurality of gods, or more probably the so-called ‘
“ plural of excellence,” referring to the various at-
tributes or forces united in one supreme god |
Baal or Baalim, when written with the defi- |
nite article, refers to the chief god or gods of the |
Shemites, as Bel of the Babylonians, He was the
sun-god, the fructifying principle of nature, the
source of life, and the king of heaven. Baal
was worshiped in different localities under differ- |
ent names, like Zeus or Jupiter by the Greeks
and Romans. Bail was the male god, and As-
tarte or Ashturoth (the moon) was the principal
female divinity. The fatal thing about the wor-
ship of the Baalim was the gross immorality, lewd- |
ness, and open prostitution inseparably connected |
with the idolutrous rites. Any chureh or organ-
ization in our time which will wink at immoral-
ity, or even thosc things leading to immoral prac-
tices, is ax dangerous as Baal worship was to the
ancient IHebrews,

12. Forsook the Lord. There is no safety |
in associution with idols or idolaters,

16, The Tord raised up judges, The
judges were at once the judicial and the military
or exeeutive, the magistrate and the ruler. They
were ruised at intervals between the death of
Joshua and the time of Saul. They were some-
times selected by the people (Judg. 4. 63 11. 15), ’
sometimes assumed control by foree (Judg. 3. 9; |
15. 8). Gideon and Samson were directly ap- ‘
pointed by Jehovah. Deborah was the only wom-
an, Eli the only high priest, S8amuel the only |
prophet, who were made judges. Their jurisdic-
tion was sometimes general, and sometimes only
local. The office was not in all cases forlife (Judg.
8. 28, 29); in rome instances, however, it seems
to have been hereditary (Judg. 9. 2; 1 Sam, 8. 1), |
They were generally men of prowess and militury
fame, but therc are cases where a war record is
entirely wanting.

The chronology of the period, being fragmen-
tary, is very uncertain, See 1 Kings 6.1.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Relations of Israel and God.

1. IsrAEL'S WANDERING.

1. Disobedience. Not obeyed. v. 2.
Willing....refuse and rebel. Isa. 1. 19, 20,

2. Forgetfulness, Anew not. v. 10.
Beware lest thou forget. Deut. 6. 12,

3. Worldly Fellowship. _.1bout them. v, 12,
Enmity with God. James 4. 4.

4. Disloyaltys Other gods. v. 12
Mingled among....heathen, Psu!m 106. 35,

5. Helplessness. Not....stand. v. 14,
Without me....nothing. John 15. 5.

1I. Gon’s GRrack.

1. Watchfulness. Anangel. v. 1
Rising up early....speaking. Jer. 7. 13,

2. Remembrance. Andsaid. v. 1, 2.
1lis miracles and his acts. Deut. 11, 2-7,

3. Warning. Also said. v. 3.
No more a....brier. Ezek. 28. 24,

4, Discipline. Delivered them. v. 14.
Despise not ... .chastening. Ileb. 12, 5-7.

5. Mereye Nevertheless. v. 16,
Not always chide. Psalm 103, 9, 10.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Dangers of God’s People,

1. God’s people are in danger when the perind
of active and special work is followed by a period
of rest and ease. (Verse 6.)

2. God’s people are in danger from the cares of
this world an:l the deceitfulness of riches and the
enjoyment of carthly possessions, (Verses 6, 7.)

3. God’s people are in danger when they de-
pend upon men as leaders, without the power of
direet, personal relation to God.  (Verse 7.)

4. God’s people are in danger when the age

| of faith proceeding from knowledge is succceded

by an age of faith dependent upon testimony.
(Verse 10.)

5. God’s people are in danger when parents who
know God become so busy in worldly affairs as to
fail to instruet their children diligently in the
knowledge of God. (Verse 10.)

6. God’s people are in danger from the associa
tion and friendship of the world leading them
astray. (Verse 12,)

7. God’s people are in danger when earthly and
sensual objects come between them and their God
(Verse 12,)

8. God's people are in danger from the lusts of
the fleshly nature in alliance with the influences of
the world. (Verse 12.)
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Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A, RAND,

Come, let us go through the lund of promise,
Tuke it in the spring, when the beauty of an em-
crald folinge is everywhere. Fair as ever! To
one coming up from the wilderness it is like a
garden of the Lord. The flowers are on the hill
slopes, and the vineyards are everywhere, The
song of the husbandman comes up from the fur-
rowed fields.  Along the roads wind the caravans
of travel. In the warket places of the towns
cchoes the hum of prolonged traffic.

Yes, fuir and fortunate land, both beautiful and
bountiful ! The land of promise is a land of
tulfillment.  But—is cverything  satisfactory ?
Look at that green grove uhead,  What is peeping
out through the leafy meshes of its veil of folinge ?
It is not a peep, but a flash! It is fire on an altar!
It is an altar to a god of Canaan! But step
nearer, look within the grove. Sacrifice is on the
altar, and before you 1s a ving of deluded devotees
bowing to an idol! Some of these are Israclites!

And this in the land of promise! This among
the people of God! How can they stay, the peo-
ple of God, who sleep over this impiety, conniving
at it, some joining in it? O land of promise,
you will be the land of penalty !

There is another scene to be witnessed. It is a
great gathering of the children of Israel at
Bochim, and a messenger from the Lord speaks to
the people. How full of rebuke his face, how
searching his eyos, how plain his words! 1le goes
to a covenant between God and Isracl. Do
they remember?  Yes, the words of the messenger
are like swords pricking sleepy conscicnces, The
people weep. They turn to God. They call upon
lis name. They sacrifice to him. There are
tears of penitence shed.

The great gathering breaks up. The people are
buck in their homes. Do they remember the cov-

enant renewed at Bochim?  Amid the trees of the |

grove flash the altar fires of the gods of Canaan?
The people of Israel worship Israel’s God now.
The procession of the generations steadily moves
on. Joshua, leader of the war-worn host, who
had seen the great works of the Lord, passes
away. The generation that had known of Je-
hovah’s marvels gradually, steadily moves on.
It is a new generation in the land of promise,
another people. And O, evil days ! In the green
groves flash the unhallowed fires. Israel is a
slave bound to an idol’s feet, Is the great Jeho-
vah sleeping in the heavens ?

Come to that battlefield. The warriors of Is-
nel go out in numbers great as ever. Their
weapons are as bright, their war ery is as vigor-
ous. But O, where is the God of battles that went
out with the fathers? Iie is not with the chil-
dren, and here they come from the first shock of

the fight ! They run like a flock of sheep. They
scutter to homes of servitude. Israel, that has
been sitting at the feet of Buul, now hus its neek
under the feet of the Cunuanites,

But look! Who appear as |
On the judgment seat are judges who are uen of
mind, men of battle, men of God. Down go the
idols in the groves ! To the front of Israel’s col-
umns go these cuptuins of fuith. God goes with
them. Like lions in the combat are the warriors
of Israel, while the idolaters now run likethe sheep
in the pastures. Ilonor to the judges, and salvation
to Israel, and praise to Jehovuh !

racl’s deliverers ?

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D.

There are some tew phrases in this lesson which
require to be considered in their orientul setting to
gain their proper force, In verse 11 God charges
the people with worshiping Baulim, the plural
formi of Baul, “lord.” The Baalim recognized
were many, und named according to loculity or
speeial funetion, as *“Baal of Sidon,” * Baul of
Tarsus,” * Bual of Peor.” Some think that all the
gods of the Phoenicians were one and the same,
varying only in name, excejt in the case of the
Kubiri, who were the sons of Sadyk, and who were
esteemed actual deities.  The one supreme power
recognized under all these various forms and
names is supposed to have been Baal, lord of
heaven, for which statement Rawlinson gives
many able authorities in his story of Pheenicia, Ile
says he was the great and only creative being, au-
thor of all life, and yet was sun-god as well,  The
whole pantheon of the Phanicians was, however,
limited compared with that of Egypt, being con-
fined to about cighteen gods, A good deal of light
is gradually coming through modern rescarch on
some of these idolatiies of Pheenician order, Some
coins and a few idols have been found in Cyprus
which contain the names of some of these gods.
New discoveries are constantly being made of
Phenician munners and customs. The tablet of
Marseilles, discovered in 1845, fixes the price of
various suerificial offerings, such as the ox, sheep,
lamb, birds, the firstborn of animals, offerings of'
meal, oil, and milk. The priest received a pre-
seribed portion, with which he sustained the guar-
dians of the temple and other atfackés of the tem-
ple, all of which is shown on one of the tablets ot

| Cyprus, *but the skin and the haunches and the

feet and the rest of the flesh belonged to the
offerer.” The sacrifice was to be fat, not lean;
healthy, not leprous nor seabby. No one must par-
take of the blood of the vietim.

Verse 3 speaks of the Phanician gods as “a
snare” to the people of Isrnel, The Israelites
were descended froman idolatrous people, Rachel
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stole the “teraphim” of her futher—images con-
neeted with the Magi’s ritual, which were consulted
as oracles,  Laban called them his * god=,” with
which he suid he had augured and foretold by ob-
serving signs, These survived as late as the time
of Ezckiel. They usually had a man's head,
though the bodies greatly varied in form. These
people worshiped in turn nearly ull the gods ot'the
Pheenicians, Cunuanites, Syrvians, and Assyrians,
Amulets and charms were worn, which were sup-
posed to place them under the proteetion of the idol
gods,  The first chapter of Judges shows that they
forsook the Lord and worshiped Buaal and Ash-
tarvoth, the latter being the female form of Baal,
During the life of all the judges Isracl worshiped
these gods,  Gideon stayed it a little, but they often
carried on a double worship of Jehovah and Baal
seeretly. Moses’s own son, Jouathun, was the pricst
in the temple of the idol go.ls of the tribe of Dun.
Verse 2 containg the prohibition to make any
league with the inhabitunts of the lund, yct,
strange to say, as if in mockery of the Jehovah of
the covenant, the form of Baal worship which was
popular with the Israelites was that of Baal-Berith,

or ** Baal of the Covenant.,”  This was the form of

Bual, or the impersonation of Baal, which presided
over treaties of all kinds, whether of marriages, of
allinnees of tribes in peace and war, or of any
form of agreement or obligation whatever, Jecho-
vah specifies that they should not recognize any
other god of “leagues” or ** treaties” or formal
binding obligations. Ie, and he alone, was to be
to them the * God of Covenants.” Especially docs
he prohibit not only the recognition of Baal-
Berith as superintending their interests in formal
obligations, but their making any league or com-
promise with idolatrous customs. They were to
become iconoclasts and *throw down their al-
tars.”  Nothing short of a complete abandonment
of their abominable idolatry would satisfy Jelio-
vah's just demands,

\
By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Ferse 1. God would have a land for his people.
As he guided the Israclites to Canaan, so he
guided to this new world, Amcrica, the Mayfower
eolony that it might havea congenial place to un-
fold the truths of the Gospel. In both instances
his providenee watched over the growing nations,
preparing them for the work to which he had
called them, Bushnell writes: * A sced must have
position, else it cannot grow. If it be laid in a
rock, or buried in sand, or sunk in water, or frozen
iniee, it will be inert as astone ; but in good warm
soil and sun and rain and dew it will quicken, be-
cause it is in position. A tree will die out of posi-
tion ; a clock wilistop ; a compass wants setting.”

Verses 2 and 3. God had commanded Israel
drive out from all the land all their encemies, b
history records that they * did not utterly driv
them out.””  The Earl of Bath, speaking in stronyg
terms in the House of Lords against the adminis
tration of Fox and Pitt, was reminded thut the
latter was about to be dismissed, and that Fox
only would remain in office. **This half-meus
ure,” suid his lordship, **is the worst of all, and
reminds me of the Gunpowder Plot.  The lord
chamberlain - was  sent to examine the vaulis
underneath the Parliament louse, and returned
with the report that he had found five and twenty
barrels of gunpowder, but that he had removed
ten of them and hoped the remainder would do
0o harm.”— Percy.

Verses 4 and 5. A strunge scene was witnessed
by an English visitor at Odessa on the first day of
the present Jewish yeur. Sixty thousund Jews
living at Odessa went down to the sea for the
purpose of throwing the lust year's sins therein, to
begin the new year with a clear conscience,
They stood in groups closely packed together,
looking toward the water reciting prayers. Some
of the people turned their pockets inside out and
shook them toward the sea, Others merely muade
sign of throwing stones into it. This was a pub-
lic act of confession and contrition.  Whether or
not it wus followed by a better life would depend
on how much of sincere penitence there was in the
act.

Verse 16, Valiant * judges” have always ap-
peared in the hour of need—Charlemagne, William
of Orange, Gustavus, Cromwell, Washington, Lin-
coln, But the cmergeney passes, the providenc
grows dim, the =alvation is forgotten, and the na-
tion fulls aguin amid the sharp goadings of its per-
mitted foes, till in its ““sore distresses’ it reme
bers God and cries for help.  As with Manas
when affliction befell he humbled himself greatly
before God with the consequent rescue, so with
communities and individuals, Chastisements are
disguised mercies. The eutting off of a finger
be the suving of an endangered arm ; the criticul
sickness, the healing of a discased soul. And
there was never, in the midst of overwhclming
spiritual perils, a despairing eall like that of the
thief on the cross, of Augustine under the fig tree
at Milan, of Newton in the ship’s hold, of Finney
alone in the woods at Adams; but there cumne in
answer the vision and the fact of a resening
Christ.  The * judges * of our day are the realy-
waiting reulities of our holy religion.—/r. [
Witt S. Clark,

References.
Freeman’s Ilaxosoox. Ver. 11: Baualim, 222,
Ver, 13: Baal, 184 ; Ashtaroth, 304,
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Blackboard.
BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, ESQ.

AND THEY=}-fORS00K

Tre [oRD gg

|

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, E8Q.

RETRIBUTION.

ISRAEL'S | MAN’S
WICKEDNESS AND WEAKNESS.

ORSAKING GOD
OLLOWING IDOLS
BRING
DISTRESS AND DISASTER.

**The hand of the Lord was against them.”

DELIVERANCE.

++ GOD -
RAISED UP
JUDGES, | JESUS,
WHO DELIVERED
The ISRAELITES| THE WORLD
FROM THE
BONDAGE OF

SPOILERS. SIN.

‘‘Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen
your heart,"

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map of Palestine; show the boundaries
of the land as conquered and the heathen nations
which surrounded the Israclites....Mark on the
map in colored letters the locations of the heathen

natives and the pluces in the land which were

hield by the nations....Show the danger to which
the Israclites, us God's people, were exposed....
To which of these perils is the Church of God now
exposed, and how 2.... Why were the Israclites so
constuntly led into idolutry, snd what were iix
dangers to them?....How did their sin show :
(48} wetfulness 2 (2) Ingratitude ? (3) Folly ¢
..... stice the downward steps of Iswael, anil
itllustrate  them by drawing  stai with  the
numes of xins on suceessive steps. ... What resulis
followed Israel’s sins?,...Name the sins aguinst
which this lesson warus us,
OPTIONAL HIYMNS,
No. 1.
Come, thou almighty King.
1ow good thou art to me.
The Love of God,
When all thy mercies, O my God.
There's u wideness in God’s merey.
No. 2.
The praying spirit breathe.
I bring my sins to thee,
Saviour, 1 come to thee.
Now Bless Me,
By Faith Alone.
The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.]
| 1. How long did the Israclites serve God?

| While Joshua lived,
| 2. What did they do after Joshua and the
elders died ¢ "They forgot God,

3. What other sin did they commit?
followed idols.

4. How did they suffer for thix?
oppressed by their enemies,

5. llow did God still show them
Gowpey Text: ¢¢ The Lord,?? cte,

They
They were

merey ?

CATECHISM QUESTION,
55, In what is the Word of God contained ?

In the Scripturesof the Old and New Testaments,

36, In what sense are the Seriptures the Word of
God? Because through them He declares to all
men His will.

57. What do you mean by His will? What we
must believe, what we should do, and what we

nmay expect from Him,
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B. C. 1249.]

LESSON II. THE TRIUMPH OF GIDEON.

[Oct. 13,

GOLDEN TEXT. Though a host should encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear. Psalm 27, 3.

Authorized Version.

Judg. 7. 1323, [ Commit to memory verses

19, 20.]
[Study connection in chap. 7.]

13 And when Gid'e-on was come, behold, there
wax o man that told a dream unto his fellow, and
suid, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake of
barley bread tumbled into the host of Mid'i-an,
and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along,

14 And his fellow answered and said, This 4
nothing else, save the sword of Gid'c-on the son of
Jo'ash, a man of Is'ra-el : for into his hand hath
God delivered Mid'i-an, and all the host,

15 And it was so, when Gid'c-on heard the tell-
ing of the dream, and the interpretation thereof,
that he worshiped, and returned into the host of
Is'ra-el, and said, Arise: for the Loun hath deliv-
ered into your hand the host of Mid'i-au.

16 And he divided the three hundred men into
three companics, and he put a trumpet in every
man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps with-
in the pitchers.

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do
likewise : and behold, when I come to the outside
of the eamp, it shall be Zkat, as 1 do,so shall ye do.

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that
are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on
every side of all the eamp, and say, Z%e sword of
the Lorp, and of Gid'e-on.

19 So Gid'e-on, and the hundred men that were
with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the
beginning of the middle watch ; and they had but
newly set the wateh : and they blew the trumpets,
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets,
and bruke the pitchers, and held the lamps in their
left hands, um[ the trumpets in their right hands
to blow withal : and they cried, The sword of the
Lorp, and of Gid'e-on.

21 And they stood every man in his place round
about the camp: und all the host ran, and cried,
and fled,

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets,
and the Lorp set every man's sword against his
fellow, even thronghout all the host: and the host
tled to Beth-shit'tah in Ze-re'rath, and to the border
of A'bel-me-ho'lah, unto Tab’bath.

23 And the men of Is'ra-el gathered themselves
together out of Naph'ta-li, and out of Ash'er, and
out of ali Ma-nas'seh, and pursued after the Mid'i-
an-ites,

Revised Version.

18 And when Gid'e-on was come, behold, there
was & man that told a dream unto his fellow,
and suid, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo,
a cuke of barley bread tumbled into the camy
of Mid'i-an, and came unto the tent, and smote
it that it fell, and turned it upside down, that
the tent lay along. And his fellow unswered
and said, This is nothing else save the sword of
Gid'e-on the son of Jo'ash, a man of Is'ra-cl;
into his hand God hath delivered Mid'i-un, and
all the host.

And it was so, when Gid'e-on heard the tell-
ing of the dream, and the interpretation thercor,
that he worshiped ; und he returned into the
camp of Is1a-el, and suid, Arise; for the Lory
Liath delivered into your hund the host of Mid'-
i-un, And he divided the three hundred wen
into three companies,and he put into the hands
of all of them trumpets, and empty pitchiers,
with torches within the pitehers.  And he suid
unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: und,
behold, when I come to the outermost part of
the camp, it shall be that, us 1do, so shall y¢
do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all that
are with me, then blow ye the trumpets ulso on
every side of all the camp, and say, For the
Lorp and for Gid'e-on.

19 8o Gid'e-on, and the hundied men that were
with him, came unto the outermost part of the
camp in the beginning of the middle wateh,
when they had but newly set the watch: and
they blew the trumpets, and brake in picces the
pitchers that were in their hands. And the
three companies blew the trumpets, and brake
the pitchiers, and held the torches in their left
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to
blow withal : and they eried, The sword of the
Lorp and of Gid’e-on. And they stood every
man in his place round about the eamp: and
all the host ranj and they shouted, and put
them to flight. And they blew the three hun-
dred trumpets, and the Lorp set every man’s
sword agninst his fellow, and against all the
host: and the host fled as far as Beth-<hit'tah
toward Ze-re'rah, os fur as the border of A
me-ho'lah, by Tab'bath.  And the men of
ra-cl were gathered together out of Nuph't
and out of Ash'er, and out of all Mu-nas'seh,
end pursued after Mid'i-an,

TIME.—About B. C. 1249, PLACE.—The
valley of Jezreel. INTRODUCTORY .—Reud
the whole story of (iideon from the Bible. The
Israelites had again forgotten their God and turned
to the worship of foul Syriun idols, As a punish-

ment God permitted an invasion of their Jund by
the eruel Midianites, The desolation of Isracl wus
complete and led to penitence. Then an **angel
of the Lord " ealled forth Gideon to be the national
deliverer. By repeated signs he fortified his heart.
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DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,—The gov-
ernment of God,

HOME READINGS,
M. Triumph of Gideon, Judg. 7. 18-23,

. Prayer in dunger. Judg. 6, 1-10,

. Gideon's commission. Judg, 6, 11-21,
Gideon assured.  Judy, 6, 33-40,
Testing for service. Judg, 7. 1-12
Strength in weukness, 1 Cor, 1, 20-31,
God the helper,  Psulm 27,

LESSON nyYMNs,
No. 183, New Canadian Hymnal,

Onward, Christian soldiers,

No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink,

No. 350, New Canadian Hymnal.

God be with you till we meet again,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Dream, v. 13-15,

What tribe had reduced the Israelites to bond-
age and starvation ?

Who was Gideon?

Who had called him to liberate the Israclites ?

What had he done to show his loyalty to Je-
hovaht

What had God done to confirm Gideon’s faith 2

What did Gideon do on the eve of the battle ?

Who accompanied Gideon on his trip to the
Midianite tent ?

What did they overhear

Are dreams sure “ signs " of what is to come ?

Was barley bread regarded as luxurious or as
poor food ?

What happened to the tent of Midian when the
barley loaf rolled against it?

How did the other soldiers interpret this dream ?

Were the Midianites mostly afraid of Gideon ?
(Answer. They werc afraid of God, who had de-
livered Midian into his hand.)

What did Gideon first do when he heard this
drewn and its interpretation? What did he do
next ?

2 The Attack, v. 16-20,

How many men were in Gideon's company ?

How many had there been originally 7

Who told him that his army was too large ?

What two methods did he take to reduce his
army ?

What did he do with the three hundred men
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What did he give to each ?
What was his purpose in this act? (See verse 19.)
What was his instruction to his soldiers ?
In what sense should every Christiun suy the
| sume thing to all about him?
What does * when I come to the outside of the
camp’ mean ?
Where did Gideon get all his trumpets ? (Verses
8, 16, 18.)
[ What time of the night was the middle watch ?
| Were Gideon's soldiers uble to obey his com-
mands ?  (Verse 19.)
| 3« The Victory, v. 21-93,
After the battle ery did they march forward ?
(Verse 21,)
What did the Midianites do?
Who slew them ?
In what direction did they fly?
Who pursued them ?
What does the GoLvey Text say ¥

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson show—

1. That God works by his providence on behalf
of his saints ¢

2. That victory is wrought not by might nor by
power, but by God's spirit?

3. That the more grace we have the more com-
mon sense we need and should have?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Dream, v. 13-15,
Whose dream is here told ?
What was the dream ¢
What explanation of the dream was given?
What did Gideon do when he heard the story ¢
What did he say to Isrnel 2
How did Gideon know this to be true?
2. The Attack, v. 16-20.
How did Gideon divide his force !
How did he arm them ?
Whose example were all bidden to follow 2
At the signal what were all to do and say ?
When did they come to the attack ?
How did they begin the attuck ?
3. The Victory, v, 21-23,
What did the Israelites do ?
What did the enemy do ?
What did the Lord do?
Where did the Midianites go?
Who followed in pursuit ?
Who guarded the fords of the Jordan? (Verse
24.)
What princes were tuken and slain ? (Verse 25.)

By what other name is Gideon known ? (Verse 1)

that were left 2

What confidence have all who confide in God ¢
(GoLpex Text.)
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Upon whom did he depend for strength ¢ The
Lord.

How large an army did he gather? (Verse 3.)

How many did he choose for his soldiers !

What did he hear before going to battle ¢

What did each soldier carry to the battlet

What did they do with the trumpets

With the pitchers ?

What shout did they raise?

What frightened the Midianites ¢

What did they do?

Who fought for Israel ¢

Remember—
That every child has a battle to fight.
That God helps those who trust him.

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. A lesson of faith ¢
2, A lesson of obedience?
3. A lesson of self-reliunce?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What heathen nation came against Israel ?

Why did the Lord allow this?

To whom did the Israclites ery for help?

What kind of a nuan was Gideon ¢

What did an angel tell him?

Did Gideon feel strong and brave? (Chapter
6, verse 15.)

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.

The story of Gideon is one of the most picturesque of the entire sacred history. The Israclites had
again forgotten their God and turned to the foul worship of Syrian idols. Aguin had bondage and mis-
ery come to remind them of him who alone can save. The strong warriors of Midian pour over the
Jand, robbing the people of grain and sheep and cattle and domestic treasures, even of the muidens
who were the joy of their homes. Sometimes they scemed to be niore intent on destroying harvests
than on gathering them. They were men very much like the modern Bedouin, only at this time they
appeared in lurger numbers and with greater wmilitary power than the Bedouins have shown in recent
centuries. In the midst of the prevuiling misery and repentance a traveler, with his staff in hix hund,
came to Ophrah, where Gideon, the son of Joash, a brave but modest man, was threshing wheat : not,

however, with oxen on a threshing floor, as might have been expected, but in a wine press, where his
industry might be unmmolested, and probably working with a stick. Like all his countrymen, he was

afraid of the marauders. This stranger, who was an angel of the Lord, said, * Jehovah is with thee,
thou valiant hero.” We can imagine the blush of shame that flew over Gideon’s face as he confessed,
 No, my lord ; Jehovah is not with me. If he were with us, wonld I be driven to thresh wheat ina wine
press?”  The conversation that follows shows as much as any of his more famous deeds the noble char-
acter of Gideon. Directed by the Lord, he that very night tore down Baal's altar and built an altar to
Jehovah in its stead. To make sure that he had not been excited by fevered fancy he asks God for a
miraculous sign to confirm his confidence, and receives it. The first night the flcece of wool which he
left on the earth was saturated with dew, while all around it was dry. On the next night the flecce was
dry, while the ground about was wet with dew. This was the final test, and Gideon, now sure that God
was with him, was ready for battle, With the vigor of a great general Gideon gathered an army,
which arranged itself near the valley of Jezreel, in which the Midianites had drawn themselves up in
battle array, But Gideon's army was too large and contained too many cowardly and distrustful sol-
diers to do effective worlk, &0 the proclamation was made by divine authority, ¢ Whosoever is fearful let
him return, and depart early!” Twenty-two thousand returned, and only ten thousand remained.
God said, * The people are yet too many.” And by a strange, arbitrary test three hundred were
sclected from the ten thousand, That night Jehovah ordered Gideon, with Phurah, his servant, to go
down in disguise into the camp of Midian, and here our lesson begins.

Verse 13. When Gideon was come. Bet-
ter, ** As he walked along.” He was now within
the Midianite encampment, and overheard what was
to follow as he passed between thetents. We are to
think of the encampment as a great disorderly
mass of nomadie warriors, who had their women
and children, and their household goods and eat-
tle, all with them. While military discipline was
resorted to very early in the history of the world,

there have been repeatedly in the East instances of

huge armies like that of Midian, which included in

the company a whole nation—men, women, and
children, There was a man that told a
dream. Dreams are not, and never were, infulli-
ble messengers from on high, but God has often
used them to influence men under his guidance,
just as he has often used all other sorts of incidents
in ordinary life. A cake of barley bread wus
an article of food which the Midianites at
that time, with the wealth of Israel within their
grasp, would look upon with distaste. Only the

poor and beasts eat burley in the Eust. Tumbled
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inte the host, The whole phrase might better
be translated, * A round barley loaf rolled itself
overthe army.,”  Came unto a tent. It ~hould
be the tent, und specifies the tent of the king or
The loat rolled straight on over all other
tents till it came to that of the chieftain, We must
remember that everything that the Midianite
had was in his tent—his garments and jewel

general,

his
cuttle and provisions, his wives, his children, ull
his wealth and all his dearones,  In the rest of the

seutence words are heaped up with a vigorous repe- |

tition that indicates how complete was the over-
throw that this little barley loaf seemed to make,
The tent was knocked and turned over and over
until the final collapse.

14. His fellow, Ilis comrade. 'The sword
of Gideon. Sword is licre used by a figure of
speech for valor, wmilitary prowess. The barlcy loaf
would be an apt symbol to the Arab of an insignifi-
cant person such as Gideon must have appeared ;
but doubtless the uprising of Gideon had already
been discussed in the camp of Midian, and caused
much fear. The desertion of two thirds of Gid-
eon’s men must have made his earlier efforts ap-
pear contemptible, while his mysterious later
movements may have aroused the superstitions of
the Arabs. Into his hand hath God delive
ered Midian, Why did this Arab think so?
Doubtless he had an evil conscience.

15, Gideon heard the telling of the
dream, and the interpretation thereof.
And it is hard to tell which helped him the more.
The dream itself must have seemed to him to be a
dircet help from Almighty God. The interpreta-
tion showed that the dream was thoroughly effect-
ive, and Lad struck panic into the hearts of his
cnemics, He worshiped. Bowed in adoring
gratitude. Returned into the host of Israel.
The sooner he got back the better now. Arise.
Up, and be quick about it. The Lord hath
delivered into your hand the host. Here is
holy confidence. He had good reason for it, to be
sure, but not any better than you have to trust in
God.

16. He divided the three hundred men
into three companies to make the impression
of great numbers, and to add to the confusion
whicli he foresaw, A trampet. These had been
collected from the large army which he com-
manded at first,  Read verse 8. Pitchers.
Earthen jars for drawing water, Lamps. Torch-
e, The breaking of the pitchers and the sudden
flaring of the torches must have been terrifying.
In Egypt, even to-day, torches in pitchers are used
as we would use dark lanterns.

17. Look on me, and do likewise.
Watch me. The night was dark, but they could
ensily observe their commander, especinlly when
be broke his pitcher. The Christian teacher

should always be uble to suy, As I do, so shall
ve do. :

18. Blow ye the trumpets, Armies from
the carliest days have had their trumpeters, or
buglers, but an army of soldiers everyone of
whom blew a trumpet was a new thing in warfare,
and their united blare doubtless added greatly to
the terror of the Midianites. The sword is not
in the original. The war ery was, * For Jehovah
and for Gideon.”

19. The beginning of the middle watch.
At midnight. Newly set the watch. Mil-
itary forms were gone through, but evidently this
encampment was very badly prepared for an
attuck. See note on verse 18,

20. Tl.» distracting noise, the sudden flash of
so many lanterns, the evident presence of enemies
in the midst of the Midianite army, and the shrill
war ery bewildered and confounded the Midian-
ites 3 but we cannot wonder when we regard them
not as an army, but as a horde, with women, chil-
dren, and cattle within the encampiment.

21. They stood . . . all the host ran,
Undisciplined troops, especially undisciplined
orientals, are liable to be thus thrown into a panie,
The great destruction was wrought not by the
sword of Gideon, not by any miraculous inter-
position, but by the Midianites upon themselves,
in the darkness, through confusion and terror.
Cried,and fled. And as each one fled, his com-
rade mistook him for a pursuing Isruelite and fell
upon him to slay him. Disordered armies of the
ancients made such mistakes frequently.

22. The Lord set. Notice that here was the
natural result of natural causes, but God gets the
credit for it; so he should get the credit for all
providences, whether or not individual men become
the immediate cause. Throughout all the host.
There was no wing or reserved battalion which
was free from panic. Fled to Betheshittah,
Possibly the modern Shutta, between Jezreel and
the Jordan, for near this the Midianites must
have passed in their flight toward the Jordan.
Zererath. Mentioned under somewhat different
names in 1 Kings 7. 465 2 Chron. 4. 17, which was
in the Jordan valley. Abelemeholah., A
place which became more famous still as the
birthplace of the prophet Elisha.

23. The men of Israel gathered theme
selves together. This means not the three
hundred, but the host of warriors who had
been dismissed, many of whom had hardly yet
reached their homes, They now cagerly joined
in the pursuit of their nation’s enemies. Naphe
tali« .« Asher ... Manasseh, The bound-
ary lines of these three tribes. come nearly to-
gether, and doubtless fleet runners were sent out
by Gideon in all directions to notify these people,
&0 that they were all ready to respond to the notifi-
eation,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

No one should attempt to teach, or even study,
this lesson without first having read carefully the
story of Gideon as told in the sixth, seventh, and
eighth chapters of Judges.

Verse 13. Gideon was come. Gideon, ac-
cording to Keil, was judge forty years, B, C. 1222-
1182, Usher places the beginning of his rule in
B. C. 1249, while others make it a hundred years
earlier. ‘There wasa man that told a dream.
The ancients in all countries placed a great stress
upon dreams, This was one way in Bible times in
which God communieated with men. Sce Gen, 20,
8: 98, 8-12; Num. 12.6; 1 Kings 3. 53 Matt, 1.
20; Acts 2.17.  Wonderful dreams, prophetic in
their nature, are recorded in the history of many
nations. It was not accidental that Gideon heard
the dream just at this time; it was providential,
and was intended to encourage him for his great
work. A cake. This word, used only here, de-
notes anything circular. Barley bread. Barley
formed the food of the very poor : most often it was
eaten by beasts, This despised barley cake, the
emblem of poverty and wretchedness, was to rep-
resent Israel, or, rather, the army of Gideon. Came
unto the tent, Not ‘‘ atent,” as in the Author-
ized Version, The word tent is made definite, as
referring to the principal tent, that of the king or
communder in chief, or, as others think, to the
Midianite encampment collectively, The accumu-
lation of terms, or the repetition of words of similar
import, as ** tumbled,” “smote,” ¢ fell,””  turned
upside down,” and “lay along,” is pure Hebrew
style, and expresses complete demolition,

14. This is nothing else save the sword
of Gideon., These enemies of Isracl, conscious
of the injustice of their course, were conscience-
stricken and troubled. The recital of this dream,
revealing their terror and apprehension, along with
many other favorable omens, would naturally
strengthen Gideon for his dangerous undertaking,

15. When Gideon heard the telling of
the dream. The voice in which the dream was
related and the way it was interpreted eonvineed
Gideon of the low spirits and discouragement of the
Midianites, and helped to fill him with new inspi-
ration. Strong indeed is he who believes the com-
mands of God and tries to exccute them. That
he worshiped. Filled with gratitude to God
and full of faith in his promises, he turns aside to
invoke the divine blessing. The man who works
for God in the spirit of Gideon is bound to suceced.
Let us therefore put on our armor to drive out the
spiritual Midianites who may be around us, devas-
tating the Lord’s heritage.  Returned into the
camp. There is a time for worship and a time
for fighting for God, for home, and native land.

16, He divided the three hundred men

into three companies, 1le had two objects iy
w0 doing—to attack the foe ut three ditferent
points, and to make it appear that he commanded
a much larger foree,  Saul practiced the sume tue-
ties (1 Sam. 11. 113 28am. 18, 2), and 50 have gen-
erals in all ages and countries even to this duy.
The highest morality must not be sought for in the
times of the judges or in the abnormal times of
war. Trumpets, Ordinarily not every soldicr
carried u trumipet, but one in each company. Thus
the blowing of three hundred trumpets would lead
the Midianites to belicve that there were that muny
companics, or an exceeding large army. Empty
pitchers, These pitchers, ut a given signal, were
to be broken (verse 19), 5o as to add to the confu-
sion. The word * torches,” or * fircbrands,” as in
Revised Version, and also in Judg. 15. 4, 5, is bet-
ter than * lamps.”

17. Look on me, and do likewise, I
striet attention and follow me in every particular,
There is nothing like trust in and obedience to the
commander in chief, Would we succeed in the
Christian warfare, we must look to Christ,

18. For the Lord and for Gideon. It is
not necessary with the Authorized Version to
supply the word “sword,” for it is not in the orig-
inal.  Why used in verse 20 and omitted here
eannot be explained.,

19. In the beginning of the middle
watch, This was toward midnight, for the He-
brews at this time divided the night into three
watehes, See Exod. 14. 2435 1 Sam. 11, 11: and
Lam. 2,19, In New Testament times the Jews
followed the Romans, and divided the night into
four watches, Sce Matt. 14. 25. Blew the
trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitche
ers. The cffect of breaking so many pitchers,
the sudden glare of so many torches, carefully
concenled to that moment, and the shrill noise of
three hundred trumpets would be terrible in the
darkness of the night, especially upon a vast
horde of men, women, and children suddenly
aroused from profound sleep. Both Keil and Nic-
buhr furnish several instances of similar strata-
gems,

20. Held the torches in their left hands.
No arms of any kind are mentioned. This shows
the profound faith exhibited by Gideon and his
fuithful band,

21. They stood. The panic was so great
that it required no effort on the part of the IHe-

| brews. All the host ran. In the darkness of

the night and in the great confusion which fol-
lowed the Midianites could not distinguish the
friend from the foe, so that *“every man’s sword
was turned against his brother.” Compare 1 Sam.
14,16, . ; 2 Kings 7. 6, /. 2 Chron, 20. 23,
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22. Betheshittah, Thisword means * house
of aeacins.” The location of the place is unknown,
Robinson suggests Shutta, in the valley of Jezreel,
but Keil thinks this plice too fur north, Zere.
rah. There is no agreement among commentators
cither as to the location or the orthography of this
place.  The letters 5 daleth and = resk (d and ”)

ure so similar in Hebrew that one could be written |

very casily for the other,  Thus, many read ** Zere-
duh," identitying it with Zeredatha, another name
for Zarthan (2 Chron. 4. 17), near Succoth, Now
Zurthun is su| posed to be identical with modern
Kum Sartabeh.  Abelemeholah, This place,
the birthplace of Elisha (1 Kings 19, 14), signi
ing ** meadow of the dance,” is supposed to have
been a valley some four miles south of Beth-shean,
None of the places mentioned in this verse have
been positively identified,

23. The men of Israel were gathered to- |

gethers Or,'more literally, “ were summoned to-
gether.”  When the Isruclites saw the disorderly
tlight of the frightencd Midianites, they av once
followed in hot pursuit, and now the very men
who a short time ago had been rejected by
Gideon were glad to Jjoin in the general attack.
Out of Naphtali. This tribe was settled along
the west side of the Jordan from the Sea of Gal-
ilee to the river Leontes. Asher, This was
west of Naphtali, extending along the Mediter-
ranean from Carmel to Zidon.  And ont of all
Manasseh. That is, on both sides of the river
Jordun. It is well known that one hulf of this
tribe had settled on the east side of the Jordan
previous to the invasion under Joshua,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Gideon’s Sword.

I. Tue Sworp or Farrn,

He worshiped. . . .and said. v, 15.
Trust in the Lord. Psalm 7. 8,
1f God be for us. Rom, 8, 81,

11, Tue Sworp or DiscirLiNg.

Divided the three hundred. v. 16,

By the three hundred. Judg. 7. 7.
The weak things of the world,
27, 28,
III. Tue Sworp or Taor.

Look on me. .. .do likewise, v. 17, 18,
Walk circumspectly. Eph. 5. 15,
Wise as serpents. Matt, 10, 16,

IV. Tue Sworn or Covrack.

FEvery man in his place. v. 19-21,
Fear thou not. Isa. 41, 10,

Be strong, fear not. Isa. 85, 4.
V. Tue 8worn or Exerey,

Seént messengers. v, 24,

Earnestly contend. Jude 3.

Be strong in the Lord. Eph. 6. 10,

Thoughts for Young People.

Lo When a great question confronts God's cause
on carth, he surcly vaises up a great leader. Since
the first revelation of God in the dim early ages
there have not been lacking faithfal souls rea ly to
follow holy lcadership when it asserted itsclf, The
great men of Bible history and of luter Church his-
tory were hieroes 3 so in the sight of God were the
unnamed men that followed them, and the leader
could no more have done without his army than
could the army huve done without the leader,

24 When God makesagreat many it is for the pur-
pose of getting vid of some diiculty which threatens
his Church. There have been many great men,
great in ability and great in opportunity, whose
liveshave been evil forces, tremendous evil forces—
men like Nero and Alva and Napoleon, The sad-
dest fuet about such characters as these is not the
simple fuct that they were bad, and that their in-
fluence weakened the cause of right, but that their
exeeptional abilities and opportunities had been
given them by God for the express purpose of help-
ing on God’s cause. A great bad man is not simply
agreat bud man ; he is also a great traitor to God
and his own high ideals.

3. The greatest need in the Church to-day is the
need of sanctified ingenuity. How muny swords
and how much of bloodshed did the simple break-
ing of the pitchers and the flashing of the torches
save! If active young men and women gave to the
cause of Christ as much of their natural ingenuity
as they give to their ordinary occupation, the
Church would receive an impulse forward such as
it has never had.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

1o, Gideon, why do you look so excited ¢ Are
you thinking of going home—you and your three
hundred ?  Some people think it is the best thing
you can do,

Look at Midian and Amulek and all the ehil-
dren of the East arrayed aguinst Israel, Why, you
would think the grasshoppers had come, 80 vast is
the multitude. If you want to know the number
of their camels, count the sand on the seashore. Go
home, Gideon; go home, you and your three hun-
dred!

But this is not what Gideon is meditating.
Somebody has had a drenm. In the night—the
black, silent night—le saw a cake of barley bread,
and it was in motion. It kept turning over and
over, turning and rolling right among Midian’s
host, and, this barley wheel striking a tent, over
went the tent! The dreamer had a companion,
who heard the dream and saw in the cake of barley
bread the sword of Gideon !

Is it any wonder that Gideon is excited, that he
says his hour hus come? First, he bows in prayer
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to Jehovah, O, man of the sword, you are a man
of God, and you shall be a man of victory !

 Arise | " now shouts Gideon to Israel. e tells
them God will give them the battle. They look
very few in numbers, those three hundred, by the
side of the grasshoppers from the Eust, but every
man under Gideon will be a barley cake in terrible
motion.

He makes three companies. Every man has a
trumpet. Every man has a pitcher. Every pitcher
has a lamp. People must have smiled at the size
of Gideon’s band in the first place, and then how
strange their equipment of trumpets and pitchers
and lamps! Where are spears and lances and
hows and arrows? But Gideon thinks of the bar-
ley cake that went rolling and rolling and struck a
tent of Midian, and Gideon tukes courage.

Gideon now gives his orders. When he and his
three hundred reach the enemy, then let them
blow and shout, blow and shout. Anything else?
We shall ace ; but don’t forget the barley eake, and
be hopeful.

The night has come. It is the beginning of the
middle watch. Gideon steals out of his camp, and

his three companics steal after him. Fuch man |

has a trumpet and a pitcher that carries & lighted
lamp. Gideon stutions his three hundred barley
cakes along the outer rim of the enemy’s great
camp.

All is quiet in the tents of Midian and his allies.
There is only the sound of the step of the wateh—
the watch ““newly sct.” The old watch has gone
to bed, and it is dreaming of a battle with Israel
and an easy victory. ‘“Allis well!” All is
well ! murmurs the night wind about the tents
of the invader Rest and sleep and security !

Suddenly there is a trumpet peal echoing in the
camp, and then what a blast! What a shout—
¢ The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!”

The invaders stir in their sleep. They awake!
They turn over, sit up, and look out of their tents!

What a sight !

What sounds also !

A horrible trumpet blast!

How loud !

A crashing of earthenware they have caught!

A flashing of lamps !

Lights everywhere, dazzling and bewildering !

More trumpet peals, shouts, trumpet peals—a
bedlam !

Lights everywhere! More flashing of lights!
trumpets and shouts! O, it is awful! And
amid the confusion of sights and sounds rise up the
stalwart forms of Isracl’'s warriors, looking like
illuminated demons.

In the tents of the invaders is hopeless con-
fusion. An awful fear cruzes them! They smite
down one another! They flee before that shout—
« Phe sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!™ They
are pursued, They are conquered. The barley

cake that struck the eamp of the enemy has leveled
its haughty power to the earth.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Lamps have from time immemorial been of
greatly varied pattern in the oriental world. At
Naples the museum contains perhaps the finest va-
riety of specimens to be found anywhere. These
were recovered from the ruins of Pompeii and Her-
culancum. Some lamps were hung from the ccil-
ing, some supported by brackets, The terra eotta
and bronze hand lamps recovercd from Nimrud
and Koyunjik give a good idca of the lamp com-
monly referred to in the Bible. The common
lamp of Egypt is a small glass vessel, with a tube
in the bottom, in which is stuck a wick of eotton
twisted around straw. Tin has now become socheap
that it is in quite general use in Palestine. There
are also paper lanterns, with a candle inside. The
poor only now use lamps made of carthenware. In
India the common lamp is only a little earthen sau-
cer, with a bit of raw cotton twisted for a wick. In
ancient times also the poor were restrieted to the
use of earthenware lamps, The common lamp of
Bible lands is a small earthenware plate turned up

| at the edges, holding a spoonful or two of oil.

The Egyptians used a traveling lamp of ** waxed
cloth strained over a eylinder of wire rings, and a
top and bottom of perforated copper.” Smith's
Dictionary says this would, in form at least, auswer
to the lamps within pitchers of Gideon. The term
used here may be a lamp-torch ; hence the lamp
may have been o flambeau.  If composed as the or-
dinary traveler's torch in India is, it would be a
bundle of strips of rags or flax on the end of a stick,
on which oil is poured. Inside the carthen jarit
would continue burning in a smothered way with-
out flame enough to break the pitcher, but would
instantly flame out with the swinging in the uir
when the pitcher was broken.

# Piteher " is the word used for the common
water jar, with one or two handles, carried on the
shoulder. The forms of the water jars have varied
extremely little throughout many centuries. The
ruins reveal ancient water jars of the precise
tern of those now made throughout all
ancient jars, however, were not of 8o coarse niate-
rial as those of the present, and were often much
more ornamental, The pitchersor jars vary in size
from that of a small cruse to that of a great bin
holding twenty-five gallons, which is buried in
the carth for storing grain or holding wine. The
“harrel ? of the widow of Sarepta and Elijali's
“harrels” of water on Mount Carmel are cx-
pressed by the same word as that of Gideon's
“ pitchers,”  These were probably earthen jars
large enough to inclose the smoldering torch.

Trumpets.—The blare of three hundred trum-
pets and the shouting of three hundred men sud-
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denly ont of the darkness of the night is in full
character of an orientul buttle surprise. A recent
lecturer on the Thibetans recounts their eustom of
using bows and arrows in battle, the arrows hay-
ing a whistle attached, thut the shrick as it flies
through the air may at once terrify their human
enemies and se

away the demons and devils,
who are supposed to love war, This, accompanied
by the necromaneer’s drum and the emblem of the
thunderbolt—the dorje—are sufficient, presuma-
bly, to strike terror to the whole spiritual and nat-
ural evil forces. Surprises are common in all war-
fare, but the use of means to terrify an cnemy is
peculiarly oriental. The Chinese in the recent
Chino-Jupanese war, both in Korca and Manchu-
ria, were again and again terror-stricken and
scattered like ehaff before the wind before even the
Japaucse army got within dunger distance of
them.

The war cry which Gideon ordered added to
the terror, as it included his owm name. In
the terrible massacre of Cawnpoor, India, in the
Sepoy rebellion, four hundred men, women,
and children were hurled—the living with the
dead—into a great well. In all succeeding bat-
tles the British soldiers rushed into the con-
test shouting, *“Boys, remember Cawnpoor !
This war ery of Gideon has been compared with
that of Cyrus, Many instances are recorded in the
Instory of the Romans and Greeks of successtul
strategy similar to that of Gideon, and Nicbuhr
gives instances from the history of the Moslems in
his  Description of Arabia —one of an Arab
chief’ who extricated his army when surrounded in
a fortress by means which remind onc of Gideon’s
device.

Trumpets, according to a high authority, of the
order of our cornet seem to antedate all other mu-
sical instruments. They appear on the bas-reliefs of
Egypt. Those of the Romans were both straight
and crooked.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 13-15. * The Lord hath delivered into your
hand.”  Napoleon said, *God is on the side of the
heaviest artillery.” At Waterloo ke learned that
his words were untrue, for the one hundred and
sixty guns of the English overcame the two hun-
dred and fifty guns of the French, * God und
one make a majority.”  Luther proved this,
God is on the side of right, lowever weak it may
seem to be, and with him is ultimate triumph,
“One shall chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight.” Ilow helpless seemed the
Israelites against the Egyptians! But God was
with the Israelites! Iow helpless seemed
William of Orange and the Protestant Hollanders
aguinst Spain and the political and religious

forces of Rome! But God was with William of
Orange. Tlow helpless seemed the preacher Purk-
hurst against the ecombined moneyed wickedness
of the great city ! But God was with him. Dur-
ing the antislavery struggle a company of people
were talking together of the hopelessness of the
cause, when one said, * Gentlemen, it looks dark,
but God is on our side, and how much do you
count him for?” We forget that the chariots of
God are twenty thousand.

Ferses 16-23.  “God hath chosen the weak
things of thiy world to confound the things which
are mighty.”” A writer observes that when visit-
ing Kenilworth he was noticing the ruins of solid
masonry, and found that in one place the swelling
root of a ereeper had lifted one arch from its base,
and the protruding branch of a chance spring tree
(sown perhaps by & fleld sparrow) had unseated
the keystone of the next. And so perish eastles
and nations, not by strength which they feared,
but by the weakness of trifling things which they
despised. Little did the famous architect think,
when these great stone blocks were hoisted into
their place by his giant workmen, that, after resist-
ing fire and foe, they would be sapped and over-
thrown at last by a vine tendril and a sparrow,—
Bowes.

Verses 16-23.  The man is more than the equip-
ment, It is always pathetic to read of that experi-
ence of Agussiz, when as a young man he was
summoned to Puris to be associated with a great
naturalist, Ile was too poor to provide himself
with the appropriate instruments for the conduct
of his work; so poor he could not procure a
decent coat in which he might present certain let-
ters of introduction, 1le was no mean man in the
esteem of the world even then, but he was poor.
He had a meager equipment, but he rose to be our
greatest naturallst.  What did Gideon’s men
have? Trumpets, lights, pitchers! What did
the Midianites have? Spears, shields, bows,
camels! A man righteously endowed in his own
soul with courage and fortitude has at command
that which makes a tusk both easy and suceessful,
—Dr. N. Boynton,

Years ago I was to summer in the Adirondaeks,
and my wealthy friend, who was a great hunter
and fisherman, said, * You can take my equip-
ment.,”” And I did. It was a splendid outfit,
costing many hundreds of dollars.  Such guns
and reels and torches and baskets, and many
things that I could not even guess the use of!
Well, T am no hunter, and not a deer or fish did I
catch. There were hunters there that season who
had nothing but a plain gun and a coil of fishing
line, who came in ever and anon with as many
captives of forest and stream as they and two or
three attendants could carry. Now I fear that
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many Christian workers, who have most elaborate ]
educational and theological equipment und most
wonderful weaponry, sutlicient, one would think,
to capture a whole cotmunity or nation for God,
will in the last day have but little exeept their
fine tackling to show ; while some who had small
advantages, exeept that which they got in pruyer
and conseeration, will prove that they have been
gloriously successful as fishers of men,— Zulmage.

Blackboard.

WARFARE FOR GOD.

GIDEON'S | THE LORD'S
ARMY

ESTED. UMBLE,
RUE. OPEFUL,

BELIEVING IN THE
POWER OF GOD
\ VICTORIOUS.

VICTORY OVER SIN

GAINED BY
OBEDIENCE TO .

Serencence vron GOD
AND BY
WATCHING

EART. [ THOUGHTS.
THE M EAD. MY | FEELINGS.
| pEEDS.

"“Take heed to thyself.”

The Teacher:. Meeting.

The attention of the teacher is called by the
HNlustrative Notes to three distinet themes brought
forward in  this lesson, and still more elub
orately brought forward in the three chapters 6-8,
1. The communder, Gideon, born leader, statesman,
und general. 1. Had intimate fellowship with
God, 2. Uncompromising fidelity God, 3,
Prompt and energetie action. 4. Exact and un-
hesitating  obedience. 5. Taet and  gentleness
with men. 6. Strong fuith in God's promise, 11
The warriors whom God chooses for his servants,
1. Humble. 2. Fearless, 8. Single-hearted; this
was the test of character by the brook. 4. Be-
lievers in God's promises. 5 Obedient. 111
What God does for his warriors. 1. He choose
them. 2. Ile encourages them. 8. lle dircet
them. 4, Ile opens the way. 5. He gives to
them complete triumph,

References.
Freeman, Ver, 16: Torches, 230, Ver, 18: The
trumpet (shophar), 447, Ver. 19: The * middle
watch,” 121, Ver, 20: The broken pitchers, 32.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Praise, for Lis excellent greatness.
Though troubles assail,

Deep are the wounds,

Depth of merey !

Keep thou my way.

No. 2.
Sing ITis Praise.
A mighty fortress is our God.
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven.
Here on earth, where foes surround us.
Jesus, let thy pitying eye.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. Who had overcome the Icbrew nation?
The Midianites.

2. Whom did God raise up to liberate them?
Gideon.

3. What greatly encouraged his heart? The
dream of the Midianite.

4. What was the battle cry of the Hebrewst?
¢ The sword of the Lord, and of Gid=
eon.”

5. What destroyed the Midianite army? A
deadly panic.
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G. What is the GoLpDEN TEXT? “Though a To the keeping of His Church, for public and
host should encamp,” etc. private use.
CATECHISM QUESTIONS, Oct 13 59. what is the private use?
58. To what keeping has God committed His To be our daily and constant teacher and com-
Word? panion.

o

LESSON iII. RUTH’S CHOICE., [Oct. 20,
GOLDEN TEXT. Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.
Ruth 1. 16,
Authorized Version. | Revised Version.

Ruth 1. 14-22, [ Conomit to memory verses 16, 14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept
17.] | again: and Or'pah kissed her mother-in-law ;
[Read the Book of Ruth.) [ 15 but Ruth clave unto her. And she suid, Be-

14 And they lifted lllr their voiee, and wept lold, thy sister-in-luw is gone back unto her
again: and Orpah Kissed her mother-in-law ; but people, and unto her god : return thou after thy
Ruth elave unto her, 16 sister-in-law, And Ruth said, Entreat me not
15 And she said, Beliold, thy sister-in-law is to leave thee, und to return from following after
gone hack unto her people, and unto her gods: re- thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and
turn thou after thy sister-in-law, . b A
16 And Biith ead, Butreat T | where thou lodgest, T will lodge: thy people
6 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, e iy o el it
or to return from tblin\\‘illg after thee : for whither shall be my poop ) "“‘! thy God m)- God:
thou goest, 1 will go, and where thou lodgest, I | 17 where thou dicst, will I die, and there will I Le
will lodge : thy people shall be my people, and thy buried : the Lorp do so to me, and more also,
God my God: . . . ) 18 if aught but death part thee and me. And
; 117 Wi l‘l' '””");J dlc-‘(d will It die, and lﬂl(-rc W Il“ 1 when she saw that she was steadfustly minded to
¢ buried 1¢ LORD do 80 to me, and more also. 9 " . a n . .
if aught but death part thee and mie. ik g]u )”uvl h_"' alie lltﬂl SpRaKlog u]x;toI I,llu', S
18 When slie saw that she wassteadfastly mind- siey two went until they camo to Both'le-hen,
«d to go with her, then she left speaking unto her, And it came to pass, when they were come to
19 8o they two went until they came to Beth'le- Beth'le-hem, that all the city was moved about
hem. And it came to pass, when they were cone them, and the women said, Is this Na-o'mi?
to Beth'le-hem, that all the city was moved about | 90 And she said unto them, Call me not Na-o'nii,
them, and they said, Z this Na-o'mi¢ b % ¢
1 . . g call me Ma'ra: for the Almighty hath dealt
20 And she said unto them, Call me not Na-o mly | o vory bitte Iy withame, Twe 'f e nnd this
call me Ma'ra: for the Almighty hath dealt very | 21 Very bitterly with me. Twent out full, and the
bitterly with me, Loun hath brought me home again empty : why
21 T went out full, and the Lorn hath brought call ye me Nu-o'mi, secing the Lorp hath testi-
me home again empty : why then call ye me Na- fied against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted

o'mi, seeing the Lorp hath téstificd aguinst me, and 22 me? So Na-o'mi returned, and Ruth the Mo'-
the Almighty hat!y afflicted me ¢ )

22 8o Nu-o'mi returned, and Ruth the Mo'ab-i- "E’ : .t‘:]’ Ler ?m]lgh‘ter o ]"‘;'““ l,”)' ].'"’ which
tess, her daughter-in-law, with her, which returned returned out of the country o Mo'ub: and they
out of the country of Mo'ub: and they came to came to Beth'le-hem in the beginning of barley
( barley Darvest, harvest,

Betli'le-hem in the beginning of

TIME.—This incident occurred in *the time W. Finding favor. Ruth 2, 1-12,
of the judges,” two centurics or 8o before the estab- Th. Kindness of Bouz. Ruth 2, 13-23,
lishment of the Hebrew monarchy. DPossibly F. Christ’s friends. John 15, 12-19,
Gideon was judge, but the dates arc exceedingly S. The greatest love. Eph. 8, 14-21,
uncertain, PLACES.—The land of Moab, east 8. Inseparable love. Rom, 8, 33-39,
of the Dead Sea; and Bethlehem, in the tribe of
Judah. INTRODUCTORY .—Ruth was a Mo- LESSON HY¥NS,
abitess, a descendant, therefore, of Lot, and prob-
ably a worshiper of idols till her friendship with a | No. 229, New Canadian Hywminal.
godly woman brought her to a knowledge of the
true God. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— Again we meet with one accord.
The true catholie Chureh,

HOME READINGS. No. 131, New Canadian Hymnal,
M. Ruth’s choice. Ruth 1, 14-22, )
Zu. Preceding events. Ruth 1. 1-10, Blest be the tie that binds.
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No. 210, New Canadian Hymnal.
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty :
Hold me with thy powerful hand.

Of what people was her mother-in-law?
(Verse 2.)
Where hud the women started to go? (Verse

"
i

+)
What had Naomi urged her daughters to o2

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, | (Vere %)

1. Ruth, v. 1415,

Read the whole Book of Ruth.,

Study this purticular chapter with care. ‘

Commit to memory Ruth’s words,

Trace the journey of these people, !

Study the ancestry of the Moabites, and find how [
they were related to the Jews, |

Where is the scene of the story laid ? |

To what period of Bible history does it be- |
long?

Where was the country in which this Jewish
family had been living ?

Why were these women sorrowful ?

Of what was Orpah’s kiss the token?

What kind of eharacter is displayed by Ruth's |
language?

What must Ruth leave in joining Naomi?

What was her petition ?

What prophet refused to leave his master!?
(2 Kings 2. 6.)

What reason for her request did Ruth urge?

What silenced Naomi’s ohjections?

Why is Ruth of special interest to every Bible |

student? (Ruth 4,17.)
2. Naomi, v. 19-22,

Why did they journey to Bethlehem ?

How were the two travelers received when they
reached Bethlehem ?

How did the change of name express Nuomi's
experience ?

Was Nuomi's speech true?

What great blessing had God in store for,
her?

Was she grateful to Ruth ?

What was the attitude of Naomi toward God
and the world

Give un analysis of her character.

Was she not acting just as many of us act now ?

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. That choosing a lot with God's people means
abandonment of the world ?

2, That true love does not stop at saerific

3. That fixedness of purpose is essential to sue-

cess !

?

| hem?

4. That what begins in sacrifice ends in bless- |

ing!

QUESTIONS TFOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Ruth, v. 14-18,

To what nation did Ruth belong? (Verse 4.)

|

|
|

What did they each do?
What did Naomi urge Ruth to do?
What was Ruth’s reply ¢
What supreme choice did Ruth make? (Gorpey
Texr.)
What people did she thus choose?
Who was the God whom she chose?
2. Naomi, v. 10-22,
To what place did the women come ?
How long had Naomi been away from Bethle-
(Verse 4.)
What cffeet had their coming on the peo-
le?
What did Nuomi say about her name ?
How had she gone out and how returned ?
What is God's design in affliction ?
4.17.)
At what time of year was this return ?

(2 Cor,

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. True love illustrated?
2. True devotion shown !
3. True faith declared !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What is the meaning of Ruth? ¢¢ Beauty,”
or ¢¢ Friendship.”?

Where was the lund of Moab?

Who went there to live?

Why did they go?

Where had they been living? In Canaan, at
Rethlehem,

Who died in Moab?

Whom did the sons marry ?

Why was the home a happy one?

What new trouble eame to it?

What did Naomi begin to long for then ?

Why were the daughters sad?

Why did they go with her on the way ?

Why did Naomi tell them to return ?

What did Orpah do?  (Verse 14.)

What did Ruth do?

Which showed self-forgetful Tove?

What did Ruth become ?

Remember—

That true love makes unselfish choices.
Thut God loves and rewards the heart that
cleaves to him,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.
The Book of Ruth opens a picture of peace in the midst of centuries of war. While Gideon’s triumphs

arc in progress in the north, quict reigns in the south of Israel.

In the peaceful relations between

Moab and Israel a fumily of Bethlehem remove from their ancestral home to the land on the east of the
Dead Sea. Here the sons marry the daughters of the land, but sfter a few brief years of happiness
death enters, und the widowed and ehildless Naomi, left alone of her family, prepares to return to her own
home. Her two daughters-in-law, the widows of Ler sons, go forth to see her on her way. At the bor-
ders of Moab are tears and embraces—one daughter giving the kiss of farewell; the other, clasping her
hiand, resolves to become her companion. Together they journey to Isracl, and Ruth the Moabitess be-
comes Ruth the Israelite, having chosen Jehovah for her God and Israc! for her people. At Bethlehem
she enters upon a life of poverty and toil, gleaning in the fields for her daily supply of food. But her
fuith is rewarded by the care of God, by the fellowship of God’s people, and by her honor in after years
us the ancestress of David the king, and of David’s greater Son, the King of kings.

Verse 14. And they. The three women on |

the borders of Moab, Naowi and her daughters-in-
law, Orpah and Ruth, Wept again. In the

could promisc no worthy home to her adopted

| daughter, yet for her sake Ruth would dwell in the

unwillingness to part after ten years of life to- |

gether,  Orpah kissed. She kissed in token of
furewell, as is customary in the East, Iler kiss
showed that her affection for Moub was stronger
than her love for Naomi and for Isruel. She went
back to her country and her gods. (1) Zow many
love God’s cause, yet not enoughto forsake all for it !
Ruth clave. Showing her resolve to accompany
Nuaomi into her own land—a choice of Nuowmi's
God as well as of her people.  One sister showed a
kind heart, the other a self-sacrificing purpose,
15. And she saids Naomi’s words show a
clear coneeption of the religious choice involved in
the decision. Unto her people. The Moub-
ites, descended from Lot, and living east of the
Dead Sea and south of the brook Arnon, At this
period their relations with Israel were friendly,
but afterward they became enemies, and Moab was
made subject. Unto her gods. Religion was
generally regarded as national rather than in-
dividurs, Jehovah was the God of Israel, and
Chemosh (to whom afterward the Moabite stone
was inseribed) was the divinity of Moub. Rea
turn thou. This was spoken, not from lack of

but to make her choice free and voluntary, We

virsions among the Gentile nations had not yet
come,

16. Ruth said. Showing in her answer a
mingling of love, decision, whole-heartedness, and
self-sacrifice.  For the very reason that Orpah had
left, beeause Naomi was old, poor, and childless,
Ruth clung to her. (2) We should choose for the
good we can do, not the gain we can get. Entreat
me not. This was in reply to the entreaties of
the verses preceding the lesson, ¥ will go. To
a land which she had never scen, and agninst
which there was a prejudice among her people,
Where thou lodgest. Nuomi was poor and

i
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

lowliest cottage. Thy people shall be my
people. She would renounce citizenship in
Moab and beecome an Israclite. (3) Such should be
the resolution of every young disciple, to possess full
JSellowship with the people of God. Thy God my
God. Probably this did not mean the same full-
ness of experience with Ruth as with us; yet it
was a renunciation of the idolatries of Moub and a
putting on of Jehovah, of whom she had undoubt-
edly received much knowledge during the ten years
of married life in an Israclite fumily, (4) We should
seel God above every earthly possession. (5) How
many are won to the service of God by the character
of God's people !

17. Will I be buried. Most people desired a
burial place in their own land, as did Jacob und
Joseph; but Ruth renounces all ties that bound her
to her native country. (6) Let us break every band
that attaches us to Moab, and fasten every link unit-
ing us to Israel. The Lord do so to me. An
ancient form of imprecation frequently found in the
Books of Samuel and Kings, invoking the severest
penalties upon the nonfulfillment of a vow. It
may have been spoken with some expressive ges-

| ture.
love or of desire to have Ruth among her people, |

18, When she saw. Naomi's advice was in

| @ measure sincere, for she knew the hardships
are to remember also that the age for makin,: con- |

awaiting Ruth in her land from poverty, toil, and
the scorn of narrow-minded Israelites. Yet she
was, no doubt, more glad at her refusal than at Or-
pal’s obedience. She left speaking. (7) 4

| Jirm resolution puts temptation to silence.

19. Bethlehem. At that time, and all
through Bible history, a village of a few hun-
dred inhabitants, Tt is six miles southeast of Je-
rusalem, among the hills of Judah; and famous
as the birthplace of David and of Jesus Clrist,
It is still & prosperous town, of much better ap-
pearance than most in Palestine. When they
were come. Their journey was around the
north of the Dead Sea, crossing the Jordan at the
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ford opposite Jericho, and up the mountains to
Bethlehem,  The ecity, This term is  ap-
plied in the Bible to all places, lurge and small,
having walls, Moved about them. Ticir |
coming attracted attention, as the family had once
been prosperous and of noble position. They
saide In the Hebrew, “the women said.” Is
this Naomi? In surprise at her altered appear-
unce and lonely state.

20. Call me not Naomi., A\ nume meuning
pleasant, beautiful. Call me Mara. A word
meaning bitter; in allusion to her troubles,
widowhood, bereavement, und poverty. The
Almighty. She had amcasure of fuith to see that
God ruled in her afflictions, but a small measure,
sinee she could not trust him, though she called
him the Almighty. Dealt very bitterly.
The word is from Mara, bitterness, (8) Jow
Heeting are earthly blessings, when ten years turn

CRITICAL

The best preparation for the study of this lesson |
is o careful reading of the eighty-five verses com-
prising the Book of Ruth, It is one of the most
charming stories in any literature, a little oaxis in
the barren wastes of the wilderness of war, rapine,
carnage, und desolation—a veritable garden of the
most beautiful and fragrant flowers. It gives us
a ** peacetul glimpse of the quict lite™ of two or
three families in those times of disorder or dis-
cord, The narrative is full of sorrow, bereave-
ment, pathos, and simple trust in Jehovah, “the
Friend, the Protector, yet slso the Sovereign
Judge and Lord—demanding obedience and heav-
ily punishing sin.”’—Geikie.

The Book of Ruth, really a part of the Judges,
was probably written during the reign of David,
though the events thercin recorded took place |
“inthe days when the judges judged,” that is, |
between the death of Joshua and the aceession of
Saul—between B. C. 1426-1095,  The question
has been asked often, Why was this little book
written?  The answers have been various. Some
say that the author hud no special object besides
that of preserving such un exquisite account of the
gentleness and devotion of a young foreign girl to
hermother-in-law. The Hebrews, however, it must
be remembered, never wrote for the sake of writ-
ing, but always had some special object in view—a
special lesson or lessons to be taught.  We think
there are at least four points which the author of
the book desired to impress upon his readers : |

1. The danger of forsaking God's people. Elim-
eleeh'left God’s heritage to escape hunger, but found
death in a foreign land., It is better to suffer
want with the people of God than to fare sump-
tuously with those hostile to Jehovah, It is never
necessary to forego religious privileges and oppor-
tunities in order to better our temporal affuirs,

Naomi to Mara! (9) low great onr need of tuith
to trust God at all times!

21. I went out fulle With husbund and
children, in happiness. The Lord hath
brought me. The going was by her own will,
the returning by God's constraint.  (10) Often sop-
row brings home those who in enjoyment have wan-
dered from God.  ‘Testified against me. Gol
had borne witness against her by his dispensy-
tions, and in appearance was turned te be her
cnemy,

22. Ruth the Moabitess. This is the
name by which she was generally known among
the people of Bethlehiem, and a name of honor, g
it represents the first fruits of the Gentile world
brought into God's true Isracl, the Church of
Christ. Barley harvests Named to introduce
the events of the next chapter.  The barley L
vest is in the middle of April in southern Pulestine,

NOTES.

2. The danger of associating with those who do not
love God. Once in Moab, it is not easy to avoid
intercourse with the Moabites ; it is still less casy
to associate with godless people without ibib-
ing their ideas, without beeoming like them,
The Iebrews went to Canaan in order to be
scparated from the nations around, Why then
should Elimelech reverse the divine eommand?
The Icbrews were not to intermarry with the
neighboring nations (Deut. 7. 1-3).  Though
marriages with the women of Moab are not
directly forbidden, it is but reasonable to in-
fer that they were displeasing to Jehovah, since
the Moubites were excluded from the congregation
of Isruel.  See Neh, 13. 1-8 and Ezra 9, 1. This
indeed has been the view taken by most Jewish
interpreters, The Targum on this verse com-
ments as follows: *“And they trangressed the
ediet of the word of the Lord, and took to them-
sclves alien wives of the daughters of Moab.” It
is evident that the author did not regard sucl:
marringes with fuvor, and thus records the death of
both sons, Whether or not our position be cor-
reet, one thing is certain: it is always risky to be
‘“uncqually yoked with unbelievers.” This is as
true to-day as ever,  Muny a boat has been shat-
tered on this rock.

8. The duty of returning to God. Naomi, be-
ing a woman, had little to say, but had to fol-
low her husband to Moab. The hushand dead,
the sons ussume control and have charge of
affuirs, These having passed away, she is free to
return to her people, to her beloved Bethlehem,
She hastens back, and the blessing of God is upon
her. The hands of God are ever open to welcome
prodigals, no matter how they strayed.

4. The blessing attending those who forsake false
gods and come to Jehovak. PoorOrpah! What he-
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came of her? We simply know she returned to

her people and to her gods ; but as to Ruth, bless- |

ings covered her every effort from the moment
she turned her back on the gods of Moab, Not
only did she find a home for hersclf, but also
for her mother-in-law, whom she loved so we 1.
She becume the ancestress of not onl David,
but of great David’s greater Son. It |
wise to put our trust in Jehovak,

Verse 14. Orpah kissed her mother-ine
law. This was the most commion suiutat

always |

nin |

the East, and is often referred to in the Bible, |

w

1never be more than guessed at,  What-
ever these were, she turned Ler back on Naomiand
Ruth and disappears from the seene forever, But
Ruth clave unto her. Ruth's charucter was cs-
sentially different; her attachnient for her motlier-
in-law was love personified,
conjecture to soy that Ruth had no home or
friends to whom she might return, or that Orpah
was more happily situated.  Ruth find Orpuh
have beea compared to Mary and Martha, See
Luke 10. 38-42,

15. Back unto her people. Iler immediate
relations in Moab. And unto her gods. The
Moabites worshiped Chemosh (Nuni, 21, 20) and
Baal-peor (Judg. 11. 24). Cliemosh is mentioned
repeatedly on the Moabite stone. The word Elo-
him, rendered * gods ** above, isa plural forn ; bug
when referring to Jelovah, the God of' Istuel, it is
always given in the singular, and, indeed, may re-
fer hiere simply to one god, the chief god of Moub,
Return thou after thy sistersinelaw. This
advice, regarded froma religious standpoint, cannot
be justified.  Either there was but little difference
between the religion of Moub and Israel, or Naomi
was not thoroughly consecrated. Others think, as
Fuller, that this was only to try Ruth's fuith.
“God wrestled with Jacob with desire to be con-
quered ; 50 Nuomi no doubt opposed Ruth, hoping
and wishing that she herself might be foiled,”

16. Entreat me not to leave thee,
“Urge™ or “insist” would more nearly express
the Hebrew than *“entreat.” What pathctie clo-
quence in this short speech of Ruth! Thy people
shall be my people, Ilcr love for Nuomi was so
great as to compel her to give up everything, even
native land and the nearest human tics, Thy God
my God. We are not to think of Ruth as being
of shallow religious convietions, The Israelites
and Moabites were of common origin, and must
therefore have had many religious ideas in com-
mon. At the most her adoption of Mosaism
would be something like the conversion of a Roman
Catholie to Protestantism,

17. There will 1 be buried. Orientals
mmake more of the place of burial than we do,
though even in our land and times bodies are
carried across the continent, and even oceans, in

It is a pure matter of

it were the real motives which deeided Orpal’s |

order thut they might vest with the remains of
those they once loved, cob wus taken from
Egypt to Canuan (ticn, 49, 29, £.), und Joseph's
re transferved to the suma country (50,
25). The Lord do so to me. A very com-
mon form of asseveration among the Hebrews, As
, “ I Dviolate my pledge, if I do not
5 then let the eurses of God eome
And more al Literally, “may
he add to " —that is, let his punishment be still
licavier.  If aught but death part thee and
The particle translated **if " might be ren-
ed “only " or “alone.”

18, Steadfastly minded. Ruth was firmly
resolved and could not be dissuaded. It was not
sentiment, but genuine love, She left speake=
ings She no longer remonstrated with her, since
she saw it would avail nothing,

19. So they two went until they came
to Bethlehem. As tle cxact starting point is
not given, the length of the journey from Moub to
Dethlehem or the route tuken cannot be deter-

much as to

keep my
upon me."

mined,  Bethlchem denotes ““house of bread,”
doubtless from the extreme fertility of the lund
around, iis very ancient town, so dear s the

birthplace of our blessed Lord, still has a popula-
tion of over three thusand. All the city. Nuo-
i, descended from one of the leading families,
was wellknown in Bethilchem and, though she had
been away for many ycars, the elder people recog-
nized her at once, and there was quite a stir when
she returned. They saide The form of the verl
in Ilcbrew is feminine, thus we know that * they
refers to her women friends, Is this Naomi 2
ITow changed ! How bowed down with gricf, how
forlorn-looking andsud! How does she happen to
come without Elimelech and the two sons, und
who is this forcign girl? Suel, without doubt,
were some of the questions asked by the women
of Bethlehem,

20. Call me not Naomi. Nuomi means
pleasant. Mara means bitter, The aflictions of
Nuomi had even touched hiersoul. The Almighty
hath dealt very bitterly with me. Accord-
ing to her belief, God was the direct cause of ull her
trouble ; for was he not displeased with the con-
duct of her husband and sons ?

21. I went out full, ““1" is emphatic, Went
out with husband and sons. Empty, Without
anything—property, sons, husband, all gone,
The Lord hath testified against me, The
figure is that of a judge presiding over a court, and
uacting the part of witness and prosceutor at the
same time. Sce 2 8am. 1. 16; 1 Kings 17,18, Job
often speaks of God as testifying against him, and
even challenges Jehovah to appear as witness in
open court aguinst him. The Almighty hath
afilicted me. The ancient Hebrews regarded
most suffering as punitive in its nature, inflicted as
the direct penalty for sin. Naomi fully shared in
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this belief (sce also verse 13), The Book of Job was
written to show the untenability of such a doe-
trine, to counteract such a belief.

22. In the beginning of barley harvest,
Barley is harvested in Bethlehem about the mid-
dle of April, and sometimes earlier,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Choice of Ruth,
I. A~ INDEPENDENT CHOICE.
LEntreat me not to leave. v, 16.
As for me....serve, Josh, 24, 15,
1I. A PersoNaL Cuolck,
Whither thou goest, I, v. 16,
Withersoever thou goest. Matt. 8. 19,
11I. A Cnoice or FELLOWSHIP,
Thy people....my people. v. 16,
We love the brethren. 1 John 3. 14,
1V. A Cuoice or Gop,
Thy God my God. v. 15,
Fellowship....with the Father. 1 John 1, 8.
V. A Resortvre Cuoice.
Steadfastly minded. v. 18,
No man....looking back. Luke 9. 62.
VI. Ax Unserrisi Cnoice,
Home again empty. v. 21.
Afflietion with the people. Heb. 11, 25.
VII. A Gestiee's CrolcE,
Ruth the Moabitess, v. 22,
Gentiles shall come. Isa. 60. 8,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Example of Ruth.

1. Ruth gives the example of self-forgetting
affection, renouncing all for the sake of love.
(Verse 14.)

2. Ruth shows firm deecision in the face of
many difficulties and hindrances, (Verses 15, 16,)

3. Ruth shows whole-heartedness in her choice,
not looking back to Moab when she had chosen
Tsracl. (Vebses 16, 17.)

4. Ruth shows a love for God as the result of
acquaintance with God's people. (Verses 16, 17.)

5. Ruth shows a spirit of faith, having insight
into the relations of God and his people. (Verses
16, 17.)

6. Ruth shows a spirit of helpfulness, willing to
bear burdens and toil for the support of Naomi.

7+ Ruth shows the rewards which God has in
store for those who give up all for his service.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

All through the ficlds the barley had grown
golden for the harvest, and among the slender
stalks, as if harp strings, the wind makes pleasant
inusie. It is time for the reapers to go out with
sickle and song. All the land is full of hope. This

scene, though, at a corner in the winding roud is
not hopeful,

These three women that you see have come froy
the lund of Moab. The gray-haired womun is
Naomi, Years ago she went from Isracl to Moub,
and a husband and two sons went with her, Spe
now leaves behind her in Moub three graves, and
is on her way to Bethlehem. Her two daughters-
in-law stund in the road with her. They are wonen
of Moab, Orpah and Ruth. Willthey go with Naoun
to Bethlehem? The way is weary and bread will
be scanty and life may be long. Still the wind
amid the barley sings of hope.

The gray-haired Noomi has told each daughter-
in-law to turn back to the home of her mother iy
Moab.

She loves them. She blesses them, She kisses
them.

They weep and say surely they will go back with
her to her people,

Nay, * turn again,” eries Naomi, What can she
do for them ¢ She has no more sons for them, She
cannot stand in their way, and their better way
lies over toward the land of Moab,

Still they sob and wail and weep. Orpah kisses
Naomi, how tenderly, affectionately, again and
ugain,

‘Where are Ruth’s kisses ?

Hlow cold she is!

One more loud kiss from Orpah, an energetic
embrace, a flood of tears, and Orpah turns back to
the blue mountains of Moab. She turns and looks
back fondly, and sheds another flood of tears, und
waves her hund passionately, turns three or four
times, and returns to Moab,

How lonely Naomi feels! Did she do right to
leave the blue mountains of Moab? She had heard
that there was bread among the people of the
Lord, aid so started home. Ilad she done right?
The way is weary, the harvest days will be full of
toil, and the sunset may be fur off. The wind,
though, keeps on singing among the barley stalks,

Orpah has gone down the road.

Ruth still lingers with Naomi,

Ruth has not kissed her mother-in-law yet. You
watch the scene.  You can see Naomi pointing at
Orpah retreating at a brisk rate. Naomi says
Orpah has gone back to her people and her gods;
now would not Ruth better go back ?

O voice of Ruth, voice of deep, sincere affection!

Is the way long and weary ¥

“ Whither thou goest, I will go,” she says to
Naomi.

Will Naomi’s home be poor, its door humble, its
beds mean ¢

“Where thou lodgest, T will lodge.”

Did Naomi bid Ruth go back to her people and
Moab’s gods ?

*Thy people shall be my people, and thy God
my God.”
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The time is coming when Naomi must die. In !

some little God’s acre the body will be laid to r

“ Where thou diest, will I die, und there wil
be buried.”

And death, death, great-hearted Ruth declures,
alone shall part Naomi and Rutli,

Nuomi ean say nothing more,

Two women now walk together in the road lead-
ing to the lund of the people of God. O Llessed is
the choice of Ruth ! What a loud song of hope the
wind sings in the barley fields !

At lust the two women come to Bethlehem, They
pass along the streets so well known to Naomi,
But what a stir the coming makes! This i
haired woman, weary and worn, her face semmned
with eare, is this Naomi? * Call e not Nuomi,”
she tells the old-time friends, Her name is Mara,
Bitter is the cup she has drained,

* Poor Naomi ! " I hear them s ing.

Then they look at the beautitul stranger with
Nuomi. They watch the two going to their humble
nome. They see day by day Ruth and Nuomi g
ing out into harvest ficlds. How scanty the glean-
ings! How far off is the sunset! But one duy
Ruth goes into the ficlds of Boaz, O what a sweet
song of hope the wind sings as the fair gleaner
from Moab stands aniid the barley stalks!

And now, looking away, what do 1 sce afur?
There are shepherds in the Christinas fields, perhaps

near the fields once belonging to Boaz, and they |

hear the angels’ song from heaven, und in o Beth-
lehem stable they find the Christ-child. Al not

| ferred.
| close 1

in vain was Ruth a gleaner, becoming by murriage |

with Bouz alink in the golden Messianie line lead-
ing on to the shepherds’ watch and the angels’
song and the Babe in the manger. Not in vain did
the wind amid the barley stalks sing of hope.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Geikie, in describing a harvest scene,
sickle is still in use for reaping, as it w

s, Y The

in Bible |

times—the reaper gathering the grain into his left |

arm as he cuts it.  Following him comes the bind-

er, who makes up into large bundles—not as w ith |

us into sheaves—the little heaps of the reaper,
During his toil the peasant refreshes himsclf with
apoor meal of roasted wheat and pieces of bread
dipped in vinegar and water, just as they did of
old. The bundles of eut grain are ried on
asses, or sometimes on camels, to the open-uir
threshing floor, near the village—onc of the huge
bundles, nearly as large as the camel itself, being
hung on each side of the patient beast in a rough
netting of rope.”—Geikie, Holy Land and the Bible,
vol. 1, pages 147, 148, The harvest in Palestine
lasts for weeks, one kind of grain ripening after
another. Legally it began on the second day of
passover week and continued seven wecks, till the
feast of Pentecost. Barley was gathered first, fol-
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lowed by the wheat, almost confined to the Jor-

1 valley,  Nuowi and Ruth (verse 22) returned
“in the beginning of barley harvest,” which
would be in the hot plains of the Jordun in the
end of March, but not till April in the upland and
Lilly regions,

An understunding of verses 11-13 is essential to
an appreciation of' this lesson,

In the ancient so-
ciety of castern Asia a widow was expeeted to be-
come the wife of the nearest relative of her de-
ceased hushand, provided she were not past the
prime of life. wmi says she was *too old to
have a husband ™ under this custom, and she was
too old, even if married, to have *“hope” of' chil-
dren being born to her, and, even if' all this were
not impossible, these already adult daughters
could not wait to be married to sons which might
be born of her in a second marriuge.  On this hy-
¥y
To this day in Egypt, Arabia,
1d Syrin the marriage of blood relativ

Pothesis it was allowable for daughters to ma
“

stepbrothers,”
is pre-
Among ancient Ilebrews marriage with
in was allowable, and always preferable
with relatives as against strangers,  Dr, Trumbull
reminds us that among ancient Egyptians and As-
syrians marriage of Lrothers and sisters, and even

ithers and danghters, was an approved custom,
Just as it was among Peruvians in the Western
world. It was in aceord with widespread oriental
usage that Naomi suggests to her daughter Ruath
that her sister had taken what would be an ap-
proved course in returning to her relatives to se-
cure hier future marriage to relutives,

When Nuomi advised her sons’ wives to go
back to their own people they wept aloid aud
kissed her, probubly after thoroughly Eastern
fashion throwing the right arm over her left shoul-
der and weeping on her neck, kissing it, and then
the left arm over her right shoulder in the same

manner. This form of embrace and kissing is not
that of daily greeting, but of special oceasions,
speeially after long absence. The form of the
commoner salutation was first to join right hands,
then each kiss his own hand and put it to his lips
and forehead or breast, In ecuse of more formal
greeting the element of rank controls the cere-
mouy, as indicating condescension on the one hand
and veneration on the other.

In Egypt superiors
were suffered to kiss the hack of the hand of a
sovereign or, by greater fuvor, the palm also, In

Lane's Modern Egypt it is said the custom in that
country was for the son to kiss the hand of the
father, the wife that of Ler husband, the free serv-
ant, and sometimes the slave, that of the master,
Between persons of the same sex, or within pre-
seribed limitations between those of different seXes,
to kiss the eheck as a mark of respect or in saluta-
tion has been customary in all the East from the
carliest times between parents and children, be-
tween brothers and near male relatives, Kissing
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a8 a mode of salutation among men is so common ‘ turned his back on the City of Destruction, angd

in the East as to attract no more attention there
than does the common greeting by kissing between
womien in Western lands,

Ruth declares that she desires to be buried where
her mother shall be buried. This great desire of
burial with ancestors is far stronger amonyg the
older peoples of the globe than wmong modern
people, among whom the necessities and facilities
for wide colonization, by making this impossible,
gradually wear down this natural instinet. The
Clinese for many special reasons exhibit this pas-
sion in the extreme, as in case of migration to any
other country they provide for the return of their
dead bodies for burial with their ancestors, and
when they go away under contruct of service this
is made a condition, In ense of war or riot the
first thing nearly that is attempted is to destroy
the ancestral graves of an enemy. This desire of
Ruth to have her bones receive ancestral burial on
the mother-in-law’s side of descent was an accentu-
ation of her absolute and inseparable devotion to
her.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 14 and 15, ** Orpak kissed her mother-in-
law ; but Ruth clave unto her.” Orpah was at-
tracted to the new religious faith, but when it
came to the test of giving up all she turned back.
Shie is an illustration of the Gospel hearer, who, in
the parable, is like the seed which fell into a stony
place. He receives the word with joy, but, having
no rovt, believes *for a while,”” and in time of
testing fulls away.  Guthrie says: * Paul had
such hearcrs, whom he addresses, saying, ‘Ye
did run well, what did hinder you?'” John
Baptist had many such, and in IHerod a distin-
guished one.  Our Lord had these hearers. The
day was once when ten thousand tongues would
have spoken and ten thousand swords would
have flushed in his defense, and the day arrived
when, enduking for a while, they fell away, and of
the crowds that swelled his jubilant train all
deserted him. Impression must pass out into ex-
pression.

Verses 16 and 17. When Franklin read the
Book of Ruth to those French scholars, ignorant
of its origin, though informed it was a part of
holy writ, they were charmed with its beauty
and simplicity. Voltaire, no friend of the Bible,
regarded Ruth's reply to her mother-in-law as
surpassing any passage in Homer or Herodotus,
Goethe, well versed in Eastern literature, styles it
“the loveliest specimen of epic and idyllic poetry
which we possess,”— Professor W, W. Davies,

Verse 18, “Steadfastly minded.” 1n Pilgrim’s
Progress, Christian put his fingers into his ears,

¢ steadfustly minded” run toward the Heavenly
City. Pliable was persuaded to start with hiu,
but he turned back in the Slough of Despond,
Frequently has it happened in our mission fields
that converts have turned awuay from thei
heathen faith and joined themselves to the niis-
sion, and this has meunt giving up their tamily
and friends us truly as though they went to -
other coun They have proved their steadtust-
ness by perseeution and sometimes martyrdom,

Anastasius, a martyr of the first century, being
offered by the King of Persia, first, liberal gifts,
aud then threats if he would not abandon the
Christian faith, replied : * Do not give yoursclt so
much trouble about me ; by the grace of Christ, |
am not to be moved.”

Terses 19=22, A friend of mine had been very
unfortunate in business ; and in consequence wus
very much discouraged. I dropped in to sce him
in August, just before I went to Europe, and he
said that his business had gone down so fur thay
it could never come up again, T did not return to
this country until the next year, and calling on
this friend found him very cheerful. Ile suid,
“ Business took a turn in September, and I found,
when I came to strike a balance, that 1 was several
thousand dollars in.  You ecan never tell how
things are until you strike a balance.”  There ure
some Christians who suy that they are very fur
down, and it seems as if they could never te
happy again,  Wait a little till a balance is struck,
and remember God has two worlds in which to
make his promises good.— Pentecost.

“ T never let bairns or fools sce my pictures un-
til they are done,” said a Scoteh artist once, quot-
ing a familiar proverb of his countrymen. With
childlike impaticnee we often demand to know
why we pass through this expericnee or endure
that bereavement; we are never willing to wait
until God’s work is complete, As no artist is
willing to have judgment passed upon a painting
or statue until the work is finished, so our heav-
enly Teachier bids us in patience possess our souls,
“ What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter.” The half finished marble can-
not tell the grandeur of the sculptor’s conception
The canvas but half completed has no tongue to
describe the ideal in the artist’s mind. The be-
ginnings of our experiences cannot exhibit the
fullness of God’s plans toward us.—7. L. Cuyler.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw an outline map, showing Judah and
Moab, and mark the line of journey around the
Dead Sea, across Jordan, to Bethlehem....The
story of Naomi's emigration ; life in Moab ; return,
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The spirit of Ruth,  What were its elements?, ...
The choice of Ruth. What was involved in it?
What motives led to her choiee?. ... What exam-
ples do we here find ?....How wus Ruth rewarded
for her choice

..The Kiss of Orpab. What did it show?

Blackboard.

RUTH | P TN
AN ALIEN
8y

BIRTH, SIN,

CHOOSES CHOOSE

:::;LE of ISRML coum«v of mtsms

HEAVEN

““Thy God my God.”

DECISION.

THE TIME. ’ THE PLACE.
NOW. i HERE.
THE OBJECTS.
CHRIST or THe WORLD.
THE RESULT.

ETERNITY
OF
LIFE. |

DEATH.

"Now is the day of salvation.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

The Lord’s my Shepherd.
Who'll be the next ?

Jesus, my portion,

All for thee.

I heard the voice of Jesus say.

No. 2.

Hark ! the voice of Jesus calling.
I will follow thee.

And can I yet delay?

My body, soul, and spirit.
Perfect peace.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. Whose story is told by the Book of Ruth?

The story of Ruth, Naomi, and
Boaz.
2. Who was Ruth? A heathen girl of
Moab,

3. What was her destiny in Jewish history?

| To be an ancestress of Christ,

4. What was the moving principle of her lifo?
Fidelity to her loved ones.

5. In what words did she express her loving
purpose?  Gorpex Text: ¢¢ Thy people shall
be my people,”’ ete.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

60. How may we best use the Word of God for
private benefit?

By using all the helps that may enable us to
understand it, with prayer that the Holy Spirit
may show us its meaning, and apply it to onr
hearts.

John v. 39.

Acts vii. 17. Now these were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, examining the
Scriptures daily, whether these things were so.

2 Timothy iii. 15-17.

61. What is the public use of God's word?
For teaching and preaching in public.
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B. C. 1160.} LESSON 1IV.

THE CHILD SAMUEL.

[Oct. 27,

GOLDEN TEXT. Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth, 1 Sam. 3. 9.

Authorized Version.
1 Sam. 3. 1=13. [Commil to memory verses 1-4.]
[Observe connection with verses 14-21.]

1 And the child Sam'u-el ministered unto the
Lorp before E'li.  And the word of the Lorp was
precious in those days; there was no open vision,

2 And it came to pass at that time, when E'li
was laid down in his place, and his cyes began to
wax dim, tkat he could not sce }

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the tem-

le of the Lorp, where the ark of God was, and
Sam'u-el was laid down to sleep ;

4 That the Lorp called Sam'u-el: and he an-
swered, Here am 1.

5 And he ran unto E'li, and suid, Here am I
for thou calledst me, And he said, 1 called not;
lie down aguin. And he went and lay down,

6 And the Lorp ealled yet again, Sam'u-el: and
Sam'u-el arose and went to E'li, und said, Here am
1; for thou didst eall me. And he answered, 1
called not, my son ; lie down again.

7 Now Sam'u-¢l did not yet know the Lorn,
neither was the word of the Lorp yet revealed
unto him,

8 And the Lorp ealled Sam'u-el again the third
time. And he arose and went to E'li, and said,
Here am 1; for thou didst call me,  And E'li per-
ceived that the Lorp had called the ehild.

9 Therefore E'li said unto Sam'u-el, Go, lie
down : and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou
shalt say, Speak, Lorn: for thy servant heareth,
So Sam'u-el went and lay down in his place,

10 And the Lorp came, and stood, and called as
at other times, Sam'u-el, Sam'v-¢l, Then Sam'u-el
answered, Speak 3 for thy servant heareth.

11 And the Lorp said to Sam'u-cl, Behold, I
will do athing in Isra-el, at which both the cars
of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against E'li all
things which 1 have spoken concerning his house :
when I begin, I will also make an end.

13 For T have told him that T will ‘]udge his
house forever for the iniquity which he knoweth §
because his sons made themselves vile, and he re-
strained them not.

Revised Version.

1 And the child Sam'u-el ministered unto the
Lonp before E'li.  And the word of the Lorp
was precious in those days; there was no
open vision. And it came to pass at that time,
when E'li was laid down in his place, (now his
cyes had begun to wax dim, that he could not
sce,) and the lamp of God was not yet gone
out, and Sum'u-el was laid down fo sleep, in the
temple of the Loxp, where the ark of God was;
4 that the Lorp called Sam’u-el: and he said,
5 Heream 1. And he ran unto E'li, and said,
Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he
said, 1 called not; lie down again. And he
went and lay down. And the Lorp ealled yet
again, Sam'u-el. And Sam'u-el arose and
went to E'li, and said, Here am I; for thou
calledst me. And he answered, I called not,
my son; lie down again. Now Sam’u-el did
not yet know the Lorp, neither was the word
8 of the Loro yet revealed unto him. And
the Lorn called Sam'u-el again the third time,
And he arose and went to E'l, and said,
Iere am I for thou ecalledst me. And E'li
perceived that the Lok had called the child,
9 Therefore E'li said unto Sam’u-el, Go, lie
down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that
thou shalt say, Speak, Lorp; for thy servant
heareth. So Sam'u-el went and lay down in
10 his place. And the Lorp came, and stood, and
called as at other times, Sam'u-el, Sam’u-el,
Then Sam'u-el said, Speak; for thy servant
11 heareth. And the Loro said to Sam’u-el, Be-
hold, I will do a thing in ls'ra-el, at which
both the ears of every one that heareth it shall
12 tingle. 1In that day I will perform against E'li
all that T have spoken concerning his house,
13 from the beginning even unto the end. For |
have told him that I will judge his house for-
ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because
his sons did bring a curse upon themselves,
and he restrained them not.

©w

o

-3

TIME.—B. C. 1160. PLACE.—Shiloh, in
central Palestine.  INTRODUCTORY .—Eli
was at onee high priest and judge. 1lis xin lay in
his indulgence of his sons’ sins, These men took
advantage of their position to corrupt the whole
nation. There was no strong central government,
The tabernacle stood in Shiloh, and the priests’
apartments were attached toit. DOCTRINAL
SUGGESTION.—The divine revelation.

HOME READINGS,

M. The child Samuel. 1 8am, 3. 1-13.
Tu. Growing in favor, 1 Sam, 8, 15-21.

|
|
|

W. Lent to the Lord. 1 Sam, 1, 21-28,

T, is mother’s joy. 1 8am, 2, 1-11,

F. Judgment on Eli. 1 Sam. 2. 30-36,

8. Judgment completed. 1 Sam. 4, 10-18.

S. Youthful knowledge of Seripture. 2 Tim.
3. 10-17.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 267, New Canadian Hymnal,
Happy the child whose youngest years.

Oc

No.

Lord
W]
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No. 261, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, happy is the child who hears,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. A Voice in the Night, v. 1-10,
What youthful servant and service are here

| named ¢

No. 73, New Canadian Hymnal, '

God calling yet! shall I not hear?

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, |
1. A Voice in the Night, v. 1-10,
Who was S8amuel  Read chapter 1 and learn all ’
about his parentage and previous Listory, |
How came he to be ministering unto the Lord ¢ |
Where was the tabernacle of Isrucl at this time
located ?  Recall all you have lemrned ubout the |
tubernacle and its priesthood, |
Why was it that God seemed to be so distant |
from men at this time ? .
Who was Eli?  Search all the references con-
cerning him in the Seriptures. |
During what time were the lamps in the taber-
nacle kept burning?  (Exod. 27, 21.)
What awakened Samuel from his sleep ?
What is meant by the assertion that Samuel did
not know the Lord?  °
Find indication of the beginning of the pro- l‘
plictic order before this. (See 1 Sam, 2.) |
Do you believe that God calls men now as cer- |
tainly as then ¢ |
|
|
|
|

Give a reason for your answer,

IHow does God call men now ?

What is essential now to hearing God's eall?

Why were not other boys in Israel called as well |
as Samuel ¢ ‘

What had led to this special eall ?

Wi besides had been ealled by name by the |

Lord? (Gen, 22,115 Exod, 8. 4.) }
What was Samuel’s answer to God’s egll ? |
Write a parallel or a contrast between yourself |

and Samuel.

2. The Judgment of the Lord, v. 11-13,
What evil tidings did the Lord reveal ¢ |
Why was not the message given directly to Eli?
What law coneerning parental duty is here im-

plicitly stated #

Was the message new ? |
Why was not the manner of the punishment re- "
vealed ? )
Practical Teachings. |

Where are we taught in this lesson— |
1. That God’s revelations of his will and grace

are open to children ¢
2 That parental inattention begins parental |

sorrow ¢ [
8. That God knows and calls hLis children by
name ? i

What precious gift was then rare?

What signs of old age appeared in Eli?

Where was Samuel at night

What call came, and what answer was given?

To whom did Sumuel go ?

What wus he bidden to do?

What did Sumuel say a second time t

Of what was Samuel then ignorans ¢

What did Eli perecive at the third call ?

What did he bid Samuel to do ¢

What call then camc?  Ilow did Samuel an-
swer?  (GoLpex Texr.)

When God speaks to us what answer should we
make? (Aets 9. 6,)

2. The Judgment of the Lord, v. 11-13.
Who would be startled by the Lord’s judg-

| ment ?

Against whom would the judgment be ?

What had the Lord told Eli ?

What evil now invited judgment ?

To whom did Samuel tell the messuge?  (Verses
16-18.)

What was Eli's answer ? (Verse 18,)

Wit three marks of fuvor did the Lord show to
Samuel ! (Verses 19-21,)

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where have we in this lesson—

1. An example of youthful picty ?
2. A lesson in prompt obedience ?
8. A warning against God’s judgment ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

SCHOLARS.

Who was Eli ?

What work had he to do?

Iow many sons had he ?

What were their numes ?

What kind of men were they ?

Who is grieved by evil doing ?

Who was Samuel ?

Why did he stay with Eli ?

What is a minister ?

Do you know any child minister?

Who gave Samuel to the Lord ¢

What kind of u coat did he wear? (See 1 Sam,

2. 18,19,)

Who called Samuel ane night ?

How did he eall him ¢

Doces God know us by name?

Who did Samuel think culled him?

How many times did he make the mistake?
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What did Eli perecive !

What did he tell Samucl ?

Did the Lord really speak to Samuel ?
What did he tell him?

Remember—
That you may be a little * minister” to the
Lord,
That the Lord still speaks to those who listen.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement, :
Amid the disorder in the cra of the judges, in the generul negleet of religion, the hollow forms of
service by wicked priests, and the idolutry of the people, there is one picture upon which we love to
linger—the child Samuel in the house of God. We may well believe that his thoughtful eyes early be-

gan to see more in the ritual than its outward form,

As he filled the lamps, he may bave dimly recog-

nized something of the divine light within; as he saw with childlike pain the sacrifice slain and luid
on the altar, he may have apprehiended some of the deeper truths of the atonement, and so grown into
nearer fellowship with God and a fitness to receive the message from on hizh. The lour comes when
Samuel is to learn at once the solemn joy of communion with the Almighty and the solemn responsi-
bility of the prophetic mission. Ile hears the Voice breaking the stillness of his chamber once and
again. 1lis light footfalls sound on the floor as he runs to the aged priest, eager to fulfill hix service.
How deep the feeling in his throbbing heart when the third time he waits to hear once more what he now
knows is the voice of Isracl's God! Tlow heavy the pain as the prophet's burden thus early rests upon
him, and he is compelled to break the sad message to one who has been to hima futher and a friend ! And
when the news flies through the land that the silence of the centuries is broken, that a prophet has
arisen to deliver God’s message to his chosen people, how great the gladness in that mother's heart
among the mountains at Kamah as the word comes to her that the child of her prayers has been chosen

as the prophet of God !

Verse 1. The child Samuel. Il wus at
this time twelve years old, according to Jewish
tradition. Ministered. Lighting the lamps,
opening the doors, and generally helping the
high priest, who was now blind and iofirm.
(1) A thoughtful child can do much to kelp others.

Before Eli. Under his dircetion and care, |

taking in his Lieart the place of his own unworthy
sons. The word of the Lord. God's message
through inspired prophets, Was precious.

¢ Was rare.””  We read of but few prophets in the |
| to answer a summons, (3) Let us hold up the er-

period of the judges, on account of the sinfulness
of the priesthood and the neglect of religion. No
open vision. No dircet revelation through a

prophet whose word was given abroad to the peo- |

ple.  (2) Zow grateful should we be for the revela-
tion of God's will in his written word !

2, 3. At that time, That speeial time is
lLiere referred to when the vision to be related

took place. Bl was laid down. At night, |

while the aged priest was sleeping in one of the
chambers around the tabernacle. Eyes began.

The dimness of Eli's sight is mentioned as a |
reason why Samuel ran so promptly to lis assist-
ance, The lamp of God. The seven-branched |
candlestick in  the holy place. Went out.

Most of the lamps went out near morning, but
one was filled later, so that at no time would all
be extinguished. ‘Temple of the Lord. The
general name for the tabernaele and all the outbuild-

ings which had grown up around it, which were |

retained in the temple of Rolomon.  Where the
ark of God was., The ark is named as the

most important object in the temple, not as in the
room where Samucl was sleeping.

4, 5. The Lord called Samuel. Pronoun-
cing his name with an audible voice, as was fitting
at the call of one who was to usher in a new period
in the political history of Israel and found a new
order of prophets which was to last till the closc of
Bible times. [Ie answereds Supposing that
the voice was Elicalling him. He ran unto Eli.
Showing a spirit of prompt obedience, for not every
boy suddenly waked out of sleep would be as ready

ample of Samuel to the children as their model in
cheerful submission to authority. (4) * God calls
us by his word, and we take it to be only the call of
hisminister.—M. Ilenry. 1 called not. Eli

| may have thought that Samuel had been dream-

ing.

6-8, Called yet againe (5) God calls until
the hearer has an opportunity of obeying or r¢fusing
by hisown free will. 1 called mot. The voice
was individual, addressed to Samucl, not Eli; so
the priest heard it not.  Did not yet know the
Lord. llad not yet received any direct revela-
tion, and therefore was not able to recognize the
signs of its coming. The third time. One can-
not help noticing the patience and gentlencss of
Samuel, rising again and again when he thinks
that Eli is ealling him. Eli perceived. At st
it dawned upon his mind that God had spoken.
The feeling with which he realized it must have
been of mingled pleasure in knowing that God was
speaking to Lis people, and mortification in that he
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himself, the anointed high priest, was not chosen | which 1 have spoken. He had already fore-

as the voice of communication,

9, 10. Thou shalt say. Showing that he
was not envious of the honor given to another,
(6) Let the older ever teack the younger how to ad-
dress God. Went and lay down. Ilow solenin
the monient, while the child ¢ with throbbing
heart, waiting for the voice of God! The Lord
came, and stoods This was not a voice mercly,
but a personal presence, unscen in the durkness,
yet manifestly a reality, It was the * Angel-
Jehovah” of the Old Testament, the preincarnate
Christ. Speak § for thy servant heaveth, In
the excitement of the moment he may have forgot-
ten the word * Lord,” yet he showed that submis-

sive spirit which befits one to whom God speaks, |

(1) When God talks to us through his spirit, his
messenger, or his word, let us be ready to hear,

11, 12, I will do. This wus to be the ruin
of EI’s family, the loss of the ark, and the destrue-

tion of Shiloh, thus making an end of the entire |
Ears . . . shdll tingle. |

tubernacle worship.
The news would come like a thrill of woe to
every heart, and shock all Israel,

All things I

warned Eli by the mouth of the unknown ** man

| of God,” whose prophecy is given in 1 Sam.

When I begin. The course of judg-

ment was to go on until completed in the de-

struction of Eli's house. Ilis sons were slain,

himself died, his line lost the priesthood, though

the latter event was not accomplished until after

the death of David, when Abiathar, Eli’s descend-
ant, was depesed.

13. Will judge his house. The privi-
lege of approach to God as high priest was to be
taken forever from his family, But the personal
salvation of his descendants was another matter,

| which each was to scttle for himself. (8) Purents
may have much influence over the religious privileges
of their children for generations. Iniquity which
he knoweth., The crimes of his sons, as stated
| in 1 Sam, 2, which he but faintly rebuked and did
not at all punish, failing thereby in his duty as
father, judge, and priest. Made themselves
vile. Rather, ** have cursed themselves,” Rew
| strained them not. (%) God holds parents re-
sponeible for omissions as well as for actual misdeeds.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The child Samuel.

of Elkanah and Ilannah, though born in Ephraim, |

was really a Levite (1 Sam. 1. 1; 1 Chron, 6,
27, /). Itis well known that the tribe of Levi had
no regular portion in Isracl, but that the priests
and Levites were distributed in the priestly cities,
The Levite mentioned in Judg. 17. 7 was *“ of the
fumily of Judah.” Samucl was a N
cated to the service of God from birth (1 Sam, 1.
11), and grew up as an assistant of Eli in the taber-
nucle.  After the defeat of the Philistines at Eben-
ezery he was made judge, and with this office he
united that of prophet, just as Eli had been judge
and high priest.  Though Ramah was his regular
home, ** he went from year to year in circuit to
Jeth-¢l and Gilgal and Mizpeh ” (18am. 7. 15, 16).
1le anointed hoth Saul and David as kings. Iewas
hy far the most influential of any of the judges, a
man of great courage, unmixed patriotism, and
genuine piety, always working for the glory of
God and the good of his fellow-countrymen, The
age of Samuel, or the dates of important events in

Samuel, son |

rite, dedi- |

Lis life, can only be guessed at. There is a singular |

silenee in the Bible on these points, Compare 1 Sam,
1,245 2 183 7. 15, 28, 8,

exact work is not given, but we may infer that he

Ministered. The |

assisted Eli in various ways, Sce 1 Sam, 2. 183 3, |

15, The word of the Lord was precious
in those days, The lawless times of the judges
had erowded religion and saered things into the
background. There were few who cared for com-
munion with heaven, and still fewer to transmit
the message. And yet God was not without wit-

nesscs, for there were some cholce spirits like Boaz
and others here and there throughout this entire
period, and even some religious leaders, Sce Judg.
4. 4; 6. 85 18am, 2, 27, Besides, we read of an-
gelic visitations (Judg. 6. 11, 3 13, 3, f.). More-
over, the judges were men who were more or less
moved and influenced by the Spirit of the Lord.
No open vision. There was no recognized
leader whose business it was to promulgate the
truth. The people, divided into small eliques, jeal-
ous of each other, neglected the sanctuary, It was
a time of general degencracy, of groaning for a
better state of things. God never forsakes his
people, though they be few, but in the darkest
hour brings forth some mighty leaders.

2. At that time. At night, when all was
quict, in the stillness of the hour, a voice from God
came to young Samuel, This parenthetical allu-
sion to Eli's old age and poor eyesight is inserted
here to account for the mistake of Samuel, who
thought that Eli, whose attendant Le was, needed
his help,

3. The lamp of God. The sacred candela-
brum, or the golden candlestick, so often mentioned
in the history of the tabernacle (Exod. 85, 14),
Was not yet gone out, Thus it must have
been toward daylight, From the language here em-
ployed it seems that these lamps, owing to a lack
of oil, went out toward morning, Be that as it
may, we read that they were trimmed and replen-
ished with oil every day (Lev. 24, 3). We also
read (Exod. 50, 8) that Aaron was to light the lamps
ateven, The word * continually,” in Exod, 27, 20,
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probably means nothing more than that they were

12. All that I have spoken. This refers to

to be attended to regularly. Some conjecture that | the message of the man of God (1 Sam, 2. 27-34),

six of the seven lamps were put out during the
day, while one was left burning. In the temple.
The word * temple ” here does not point to a late
authorship ; for the tabernacle could be called very
appropriately the temple, that is, the place or resi-

dence of the great King. Where the ark of God |

was., We are not to suppose that Samucl or Eli

glept in the same room with the ark, but rather in |

some apartmcnts in close proximity to the holy
place.

4. The Lord called Samuel. In an audible
voice, This is clear, since Samuel mistook it for
that of Eli, Abraham (Gen, 22, 1), Moses (Exod.
8. 4), and others (Isa. 6. 8) were called in a simi-
lar way.

7. Samuel did not yet know the Lord.

This cannot possibly mean that Samuel was not a |

worshiper of Jehovah, but simply that this was
the first direct message from God to Samuel. It
was his initiation to the prophetic office. Alas,
how often do we also fail to recognize the voice of
God when calling to us! Neither was the
» word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.

“ It was a gloomy time, poor in revelation as in |

exemplary religious life. For Eli, the high priest,
was weak, his sons defiled the sanctuary, the peo-
ple served idols (1 Sam. 7. 8), and the Philistines
ruled oppressively."— Nagelsbach.

8. Eli perceived that the Lord had
called the child. Ilow, we know not. The
fact that Samuel obeyed the first two calls, as far
as he understood them, prepared him for the third
and insured him direet communion with Jehovah,
Those who live up to the light they have will re-
ceive more,

10. The Lord came, and stood. This was
not simply an impression upon the mind of Sam-
uel, not u vision, but an objective appearance, per-
haps in the form of & man (see Gen. 18. 2, 333
Josh. 5. 13, "), or that of an angel, as in Judg. 6.
14. There was a reul presence no less than a
voice. Speakj for thy servant heareth.
Eli tells Samuel to say, ‘*Speak, Lord; for thy
servant heareth.” Samuel, however, perhaps out
of embarrassment, omits the word ** Lord.”

11. I will do. The pronoun suhbject of

the verb is not often used in Hebrew. The “1”is |

employed here for emphasis, showing that God is
fearfully in earnest. Both the ears. Not one,
but both, shall tingle. The phrase is evidently
a proverbial expression. We find it again in 2
Kings 21. 12 and Jer. 19, 8, where the destruction
of Jerusalem, for the sins of Manasseh and his
contemporaries, is foretold, The capture of the
ark by the Philistines at the close of Eli’s admin-
istration was a calamity comparable to the
spoliation and desecration of the temple by Neb-
uchadnezzar (Jer. 7. 12, f/\ 5 26. 6).

| If any further warning had been given, it has not

been preserved. From the beginning even
unto the end.  This clause, literally transluted,
reads, *To begin and to end.)”” It is u le-
braism, meaning * fully * or * thoroughly.” The
whole verse, frecly rendered, would read, ** T will
utterly destroy the house of Eli, and thoroughly
execute every threat pronounced against it.”

13. I have told him. The new Gernun
translation has * thou instead of * 1" There is
no need of the change, especially as it eould not
be made without violence to the text; moreover,
there is no evidence that Samuel was at this time
commissioned to speak to Eli. I will judge. The
word * judge ™ is used in the sense of *“ to punish.”
I will pronounce sentence of death upon his funily
and will wipe it out forever, will transfer the
priesthood and judgeship to another branch,
For the iniquity which he knew. [lis sins
were sins of omission ; nevertheless, they were sins,
He know the wickedness of his sons and rcmon-
strated with them (1 Sam, 2. 1lis fatul mis-
take was to stop here; he should have gone far-
ther, for though he might not have been able to
reform his sons, he as priest and judge of God
might have deposed them, Sce Deut, 17, 12; 21,
18,  When a father negleets to do his duty by
his children, the state is often called to punish
them. 1Ilis sons did bring a curse upon
themselvess This clause is very difficult. No-
tice the marginal reading of the Revised Version,
where we read, ¢ His sons did speak evil of God 1
that is, they spoke slightingly or disrespectfully.
The actions of his sons were such as to bring upon
themselves the curse of God. Sin in many in-
stances is selt-inflicting. For the crimes of Eli's
sons see 1 Sam. 2, 12-17, 22,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Child Samuel.

I. A Heverur Cuino.

Ministered unto the Lord. v. 1.
Opened the doors. Verse 15,
A doorkeeper in the house,

II. A Hory Cuip.

The Lord called Samuel. v 4.
Samuel among them. Psalm 99, 6.
Diversities of gifts. 1 Cor. 12, 4.

111, A Wituive Caip,

Here am 1. v. 4.

Here am I, send me. Isa, 6. 8.
What wilt thou? Acts 9. 6.
IV. A Proxer Currp.

He van unto El, v. 5.

Do it with thy might. Eccles. 9. 10.
Wait on our ministering. Rom, 12. 7.

Psalin 84. 10,
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V. A Pamest Cuip,
The third time... . he arose, v. 5.
Of the Spirit....gentleness, Gal, 5.
Trying of....faith, patience. Jumes 1.
VI. A Susmissive Chip,
Speak. .. .servant heareth, v. 10,
To do the will....sent me. John 4, 34,
I delight to do thy will. Psulm 40, 8,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Call of God.

1. The voice of God is but rarely heard in a
time of wickedness and negleet of God's ordi-
nances, (Verse 1.)

2. The cull of God comes in his tabernucle, the
place where God meets man,  (Verses 3, 4.)

3. The call of God comes to young as well as to
old, when the young are living in fellowship with
God. (Verse 4.)

4. The call of God is sometimes mistaken, even
by those who are willing to obey it. (Verse 5

5. The call of God is repeated until the heart |

addressed by it clearly understands it. (Verse 10.)

6. The call of God should be answered
promptly, and in the spirit of lowly submission,
(Verse 10.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is to be a message from heaven to-night,
and where will it be delivered ¢ At the house of
some notable one, like a prince of Isracl, you would
suppose. No, none will be left there,

What person whose oflice is s0 worthy of notice
as Eli's? [le is the high priest. The message,
though, will not come to him.

Willit not go to some great scholar or great eap-
tain, to wisdom or prowess of many years? To no
one of this sort. We must wait,

The shadows of the night are deepening all about
the house of the Lord, Allis still, and the lamp
of God burns quietly.

Within the tabernacle is no sound of a footstep,
No one is at the great altar without, Eli is asleep,
Those that may watch watch silently,

So still is it!

Hark !

A solemn, impressive voice is sounding overhead.
Only one person hears it. It is the—boy Samuel ;
just a boy ! Perhaps he is dreaming of his home,
of his sweet mother, of his kind father, of the
sheep on the hills and the corn in the valley.
Suddenly that echoing voice says, *‘ Samuel ! "

The tones are dying away, slowly, softly dying,
and a boy’s face stares into the shadows. IMis
heart beats faster,

“Itis Elil” he says.

‘“ Here am I!" he answers the voice,

His feet patter across the floor, he gains Eli's
room, and he says, ** Here am I, for thou ecalledst
me,”

The drowsy priest wonders, then murmurs, 1
called not ; lie down again.”

Eli turns over to his sleep again.

“That is strange,” thinks Samuel, as in his bed
he recalls the voiee that spoke to him.

Was it a dream ?

Suddenly the mysterious voice breaks the still-
ness again, ** Sumuel !’

A boy’s fuce is turned upward, listening and
wondering, Then a boy™ feet patter away from
his little room, and he murmurs, “ It is Eli !

He steuls into the old priest’s room and cries,
“Here am I!” Ie insists upon it. * For thou
didst call me.”

The old priest is quieting the lad. ** I called not,
my son ; lie down again.”

Eli tries to sleep, and Samuel goes back to his
bed,

Again it is still all about the house of the Lord.
The lamp of God burns quietly. 1 do not believe,
though, Samucl’s heart is going quietly. He must
wonder what that strange voice means.

Ah, there it is again !

“ Sumuel !

A third time boyish feet patter to the old
priest’s bedside.

He insists upon it that Eli did eall him. IHe
does not realize that possibly God’s voice might
have sounded in his hearing. Eli appreciates the
fuct, though. Ie says to himself, ** It is God !

0, how blind he has been' all this time! God
calling, and he deaf to it and trying to sleep! God
speaking to a child in the service of God’s house,
God making a temple of that child’s heart, and he,
Eli, the high priest, asleep to the fact !

“Go lie down,” Eli says now to Samuel;
“and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt
say, Speak, Lord ; for thy servant heareth.”

Slowly Samuel returns to his bed, and how se-
riously he is thinking! Then it was God speak-
ing to Samuel. And does God want Samuel

There must have been a faster beating of the
heart. Is Samuel willing to do what God bids ?

He says if God speaks to him again he will
surely answer as Eli has taught him. Samuel is
ready.

Sumuel lies down again. It is so still, and his
heart is beating fast. I wonder if the lamp of God
could in any way have shone out of the tabernacle
80 as to have sent a comforting beam in a boy’s
room. It is so still, still, still, and Samuel lies
anxiously listening, his face turned npward.

There it is, that solemn voice calling! It calls
twice now, ‘*Samuel ! Samuel ! "

But Samuel is ready.

There is no hesitation,

“ Speak,” he cries; *for thy servant heareth.”
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[Oet. 27,

And God speaks, and he makes a solemn decla-
ration concerning the house of Eli.  Samuel heard
the voice as God’s voice at last, 1 wonder if God
may be speaking to any child’s heart near us, and
we be deaf to the sound of the wonderful eall and
fail to give the needed help!

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Polygamy was not common among the Israel-
ites, but Samuel’s father furnishes an instance of
it. He may have been a Levite, but he was not a
priest; hence Samuel a8 a lad was net in the
tabernacle to be trained as a priest. There were
many things he could do as a lad, such as opening
and shutting the door and watching when the
candles needed trimming or to be substituted,
The priests furnished him, however, with a sacred
gurment of white linen, made like the ¢phod
which they wore, and his mother once a year gave
him a little mantle to be worn over the other
dress. He seems to have been shut up in the
tabernacle, and to have slept there even within the
holieat place.

He was a child of a vow, his mother having
made a vow long before he was born that he
should be dedicated to God's service. Many
sorts of vows were very common in those days, and
among IHindoos it is not at all uncommon for
women to seek special blessings of their gods, and
to vow to dedicate their children in some specific
way if some calamity be averted or some good
bestowed on them. The vow was a volun-
tary obligation to do some act not already in-
cluded in ceremonial or other religious duty.
Jacob’s vow is the earliest on record (Gen. 28,
18), though, if the Book of Job be earlier than
Genesis, that would antedute the instance of
Jacob (Job 22, 27). Vows were of several classes,
as vows of devotion, vows of abstinence, or vows
of destruction. There was no legal requirement
that anybody should make vows, It did, how-
ever, restrict the making of them.  No man could
secure the creﬁit of a voluntary vow to dedicate to
holy uses the firstborn either of man or beast,
for these were devoted already by law (Lev, 22,
26). A man might devote his child or slave, ex
cept the firstborn. If not redeemed, which w
provided for by a fixed seale of values, he hecame
a slave of the sanctuary. Vows once made,
though voluntary in origin, were compulsory, A
wife's vow, like this of Iannah, was void if her
husband disallowed it when he first heard of it,
Afterward Le could not veto it, Eli’s sons had
sinned by extorting too much from the temple
offerings, and, as is common to-day in heathen
temples in India, though they were priests, they
had committed iniquity with women who came to
the tabernacle to bring offerings,

“The Lord revealed himself to Samuel” is a

as

phrase which indieates the divine origin of the
communications. This is emphatically a Sewitie
phase of thought, The IHindoos generally aceept
their Puranas and other Seriptures as suacred
books, without any thought of sceking evidence of
their divine authority. The Veda, the Rig Veda,
the first and greatest of their sacred hooks, the
foundation of the whole vast sacred literature,
alone ean lay cluim to being supernatural, hut
that is not a revelation after the Semitie order,
The Veda is held to be eternal and unereated, o
brought down in its entirety by a process not ;
tempted to be explained, The Moslems have the
idea of revelation, The Koran is held to be un-
created and eternal, and Gabriel is supposed to
have communicated it at various times in parts to
Mohammed. But the Moslem mind is positively
Semitic, and the concept may be easily assigned
to Arab corruption of the original Ilcbrew idea,

The oriental world was full of the element of
oracular utterance. Soothsayers and fortune tellers
were a feature for the direetion of personal con-
duet.  Some told fortunes by the marks on the
pulms of the hands, some by fire, some by eracks
in the earth. Multitudes were misled and de-
ceived by these deceivers, Kings and warriors
consulted them. In later times the temples of
certain gods beeame famous as oracles,  God chose
now to provide for this feature in the political
control of Israel, but the marked distinetion
between this and other oracles and fortune tellers
was that it was always based on moral principles,
and was used to educate the people to righteous
conduet, The very commencement of this order
is found in this lesson, when in verse 18 God sa)s
to the people through Samuel that judgments are
to come upon the house of Eli forever, because of
their iniquity and because Eli had not trained his
family along moral lines, The oriental religions,
of whatever date, have no such ethical line con-
nected with the element of prophecy.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Review briefly the last lessan....Show Samucl’s
cirenmstances in the tabernacle: (1) The evil sur-
roundings, formality, wickedness of priests, de-
cline of religion, ete. (2) The good surroundings,
example, and instruction of Eli; lessons from the
sacrifices, ete....Deseribe the tabernacle, its sur-
roundings and contents....Samuel’'s character
while a boy an example to childhood....The call
of God: (1) To whom it comes. (2) What is it?
(3) What are its results £.... What God expects of
his people as shown in tiis lesson....llow may u
child minister to the Lord ?

References.
Freeman, Ver, 3: The ark of the covenant, 142,
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Blackboard,

AMUELS HEART

THE CALL OF GOD

COMES TO ;
SAMUEL | .. ME ..
BY
THE | NATURE,
REVELATION.

DIVINE VOICE. INNER VOICE,

THE MESSAGE.

JUDGMENT | EARN,
UPON | I OVE,
ELl. | IVE,

““Thy servant heareth.”

THE CALL TO DuUTY.

“THE MASTER
CALLETH FOR THEE.”

THE CALL, THE _ANSWER,
“FOLLOW ME.” | “HERE AM 1."

What answer shall | give?

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 1. * There was no open vision.” It was
an age of priestly corruption and spiritual dryness,
God eannot speak to men who seal their lips to
him. Communication from God to the prophets
well-nigh  ceased.  When the lheart is closed
against him, whatever he may desire, God cannot
impart to it his heavenly visions, It was Abram,
not Lot, to whom came the visions of God’s pur-
poses,  Abram’s heart was open to God, Lot’s to
Egypt and her voices, Christ could not reveal to

Judas, as he did to John, the mysteries of his
mission and the glorious future of his kingdom,
John's soul turned Christward, Judas was of the
earth. It was not to Saul of Tuarsus, but to Paul
the apostle, that the revelations of the Christian
faith were made. The vision of Christ in the
eighth chapter of Romans was one he simply could
not see until the seales fell from his eyes in the
blaze of glory on the Damascus road, Prodiga)

in his giving, even to the giving ot his only begot-
ten Son, he wastes no visions on the blind, no
songs on the deaf. To worshiping shepherds, to
praying Johns, to kneeling Stephens, to clinging
Jucobs, to repentant Davids, to obedient Samucls
God communicates his truths,.— e, oJf. E. Tuttle,

The chéld Samuel. We cannot consider the

| ehild dpart from his mother, to whom he owed so

much,

Rev. Dr. Stevens, the veteran missionary to
Burmah, made a visit to his birthplace in Georgia
a short time before his death. He met there an
aged lady who told him how in his infancy his
mother had sent for her pastor and, folding the
child in her arms, requested him to dedicate the
child in solemn prayer to the work of foreign
missions, Of this uct of his mother Dr. Stevens
learned for the first time, after nearly forty years
of missionary labor. “I now sce,”
“why I was drawn so irresistibly to the mission-
ary work, It was the answer to my mother's
prayers.”

“ Multiply the IHannahs," said Dr. Howard
Ilenderson, when pleading for more missionaries,
“ Multiply the Hannahs, and many a coming Sum-
uel will say, as did the young man in my State
recently, * Put the collection plate a little Jower;
I want to step into it myselt.””

he said,

Verses 210, Willing obedience,  An  oarly
message to Isainh was, “If ye be willing and
obedient, ye shall cat the good of the lund.”  And
when God said to him, * Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” Isaigh answered promytly,
“llere am 1; send me.” This was Samuel's
spiri A young woman was reading about the
raising of Lazarus, and was impressed by the
words, *The Master is come and calleth for thee,”
It came to her as a direct mess: and when she
read in the next verse that Mar
heard that, rose quickly and came unto him,” this
young woman resolved to answer her Master's
call and give herself to Christian work, which she
did.

A young man who was a earpenter received at
his beneh o eall to preach,  After a severe struggle
he said, “Here am L Te left his beneh to study,
went into the ministry, and eame to highest honor
in the Church of his choice,

“as soon as she

Verses 11-13,  An unwelcome message. ** Go,”

et p e e

- o

e
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said the Lord to Jonah, ** and preach the preach-
ing that 1Dbid thee.” e wus not to preach his
theories, nor what he thought would certainly
please the people of Nineveh. We hear a great
deal nowadays about adapting the Gospel to the
times,  Fur better would it be to adapt the times
to the Gospel.  Not what men would like to hear,
but what they need to hear—this is the thing to
be preached and taught.—Zpworth Herald.

Verse 13, ** He vestrained them not,”” Those
parents are ealled “indulgent” who allow theit
children to persist in habits which will bring them
everlasting sorrow and I call those
parents cruel to their children.—Susannak Wes-
ley.

shame,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Saviour, like a shepherd.

Keep thou my way,

0O God, my youth is thine,
Father, lead thy little children,
Growing up for Jesus.

No. 2.

Hark, my soul! it is the Lord.
Ever looking upward.

Our Heavenly Guide.

Little One, Come to Me,
Ready for Labor.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did the child Samuel do in the tem-
ple? He ministered unto the Lord.

2. What took place one night in the temple?
The Lord called Samuel,

3. Who did Samuel suppose was calling him?
Eli the priest.

4, What did he say when he knew it was the
Lord? Gowpex Texr: ¢¢Speak, Lord; for
thy servant heareth,”?

5. What did God tell Samuel that he was about
to do? To punish the wickedness of Eli’s
sons.

6. How did Eli receive the message when Sam-
uel told it to him? He was submissive to
God’s will.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
62. With what disposition of mind ought we to
read or hear God’s Holy Word?
With a meek and teachable disposition, with
faith, and an intention to practise it by God's
grace.

Romans x. 17. Belief cometh of hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.

James i. 21. Receive with meekness the im.
planted word, which is able to save your soul-.

Hebrews iv. 2,
63. What is our further duty after hearing or
reading it? 2

To meditate upon what we have heard, and
seek God's help that we may put it in practice,

John xiii. 17.

The Library.

Saimp the teacher of a young men’s class to
the Librarian : ‘‘ Last Sunday, it being the first
of the new Conference year, I asked my pupils
how many of them desired library cards. There
was a dead silence, which was at length broken
by someone asking whether any new books
were to be added. That I could not promise,
Then someone asked whether the present system
might be modified so that patrons of the library
could get the volumes which they wanted. A
little inquiry disclosed the fact that our library
is run on the antiquated printed card plan.
The volumes are numbered and each patron has
a card with corresponding numbers printed on
it. There is no catalogue of books. Nobody
can tell what book his card will draw. Cer-
tainly the inventor of that system was at great
pains to suppress the circulation of books.
No, of course my boys don’t want to patronize
any book-lottery. I wouldn’tif I were in their
place.” This is not an imaginary case, nor is it
one of rare occurrence. The library must fail
if (1) it is seldom replenished, and (2) its con-
tents are not freely advertised to the school by

tal by freq and platform
announcements, etc. Add a book a week, or
four books a fortnight ; add only good books,
and let the pupils know what they are and how
good they are. These are the secrets of success
in this department.—8. 8. Journal.

+ hinllets

WHEN the home is ruled according to God's
word angels might be asked to spend the night
with us, and they would not find themselves
out of their element.—Spurgeon.
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Primary Miscellany.
Farruevn vNto Dearin,—A cultured Christia)
lady of gifts and graces, writing to a friend whor
she had not seen for many years, said: * The sil
ver is in my hair, and I am thinking often and
happily of the day when I shall lay down the de-
lizhtful work and opportunities of this life to enter)
upon the larger life just beyond. I ask nothing
better than to be borne to my last resting plac
by noble Christian men whom I have trained ir
the infant class—my lifelong, precious work, whicl
1 hope to lay down only with my life.”

ring or

d, and
ice.

lass to The writer of “One Class Reunion” saysg:
e first “This story is true in every particular, and wal

pupils told me by one of the six men who took the bod

There of their former teacher to the grave.”

roken Som——t

books Make taE Cuip Haepy.—IHappiness belongs

omise. to childhood.  Light-heartedness and mirth ax
ystem spontaneous. Frolic and laughter are absolutely
ibrary necessary to the little ones,

d. A

Do not try to suppress the tendency, only to di-
rect it,  Teach that God loves to see his little ones
happy,and that the purest happiness comes through
thoughtful love for others. Guide the joyous
gladness in the classroom. Let the little hands
clap as merrily as they will to sweet music, and
under your direction. Rest the busy feet by a
joyous march, and let a motion song or exercise
of some kind work off the extra energy. Time?
You can do all these pleasant things in the time
that it would take to secure order without such
aids, and as your reward have eager attention
given to your earnest lesson teaching. 0

A Summer Scroor,—This is the day of summer
schools and conventions, and among them the
“Summer School of Primary Methods ” may well
claim a place.

A very pleasant and profitable one was held
this season from July 15 to 20 at Asbury Park,
N. J,, under the able direction of Rev. E. M. Fer-
guson, General Secretary of the Sunday School
Association of the State.
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God’s With such instructors as Mrs, 8. W, Clark,
 night Miss Juliet E. Dimock, Miss Annie S. Harlow,
1selves Mrs. J. W. Barnes, and others, the school could

not fail to be one of interest and profit. Lectures,

addresses, model lessons, lessons in blackboard
art, and practical work, including lessons in mold-
ing the sand maps, making objects, lettering, ete.,
filled the week with varie! and interesting work,
which must have been a delight and stimulus to

,everyone present.

The enthusiastic secretary deserves commenda-
tion for his earnest efforts to improve the founda-
tion work of the Sunday schools of the State. A
practical effort like this straightway becomes “a
city set on a hill,” and its blessings reach far be-
yond the limits of a single State. Another year
there will be other schools of the kind, because
this secretary had the grace and courage and faith
to attempt this in the face of difficulties,

And so the new education gains ground and the
new day comes on apace.

S e—

Everyday Working Suggestions.

“Your eyes look just like new ones,” said a
little child looking up into her teacher’s eyes—eyes
that were old enough to wear spectacles. What
made the teacher’s eyes so bright 2 The teaching
of little children was to her a passion. How
could it help but illumine her face? Dr. Tal.
mage sui‘, “Enthusiasm puts a lantern behind
the face,” Teachers whose faces and manner re-
main passive have very little power with childven,
Cultivate sprightliness. It belongs to youth, and
will vanish if not cherished. When we are old
we must put away childish things, but not child-
ikeness ; that is a quality that belongs to eternity.

Mes. W. F. Crarrs,

“Lend nte your ears,” may be all a speaker
needs to borrow of an adult audience, but a pri-
mary teacher will want the ears, eyes, and hands
of her class. Something will occupy these gates
to the child soul if the teacher does not. The kin-
dergarten is most suggestive of how to do this. It
takes hold of the instinct of imitation, and gives
to the fingers and hands a language that is differ-
ent from that used by deaf mutes, but equally
expresgive in its way. Under its spell fingers
may represent tossing leaves, flying clouds, moun-
tains, swimming fish, flying birds, flitting insects,
fish nets, prison bars, church steeples, etc.  Such
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exercise as this will be found more attractive than
pinching, pushing, or any kind of mischief making.
Wlien all the powers of the child are thus brought
into exercise, there is not only more enjoyment of
the lesson, but a clearer understanding of it.
Mgs. W. F. Crarrs,

THE BIBLE IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

Always teach the lesson from the Bible, leaving
all lesson helps at home. One of the most impres-
sive memories to follow the child through life will
be that of its first Sabbath school teacher unfold-
ing God's great truths, an open Bible in her hand.

Nee that the pupils are supplied with Bibles,
Some primary departments furnish copies of the
Scriptuves for all their pupile, If this is not
practicable, see if parents will not furnish Bibles
for their children. As soon as the little people
begin to attend the public schools they begin to
clamor for books from which to learn their lessons.
Why should not the same desire be fostered in
connection with the Sabbath school ? No matter
if some of them cannot read, let them bring their
own Bibles to the class.  Let them show teacher
the very place where mother found the verse they
have just learned. We wish that all denomina-
tions would call their Sunday schools * Bible
achools,” as do the Friends,

Before teaching the lesson ask all who have
Hrought their Bibles to hold them up and to repeat
in concert:

“ Holy Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine ;
Mine to tell me whence I came,
Mine to tell me what I am.”
Avice M. DouGras,

C‘RDS IN THE PRIMARY CLASS.

Notwithstanding the fact that children receive
50 many attractive cards from all quarters, they
highly prize those they receive at Sunday school,
as every teacher who is entertained by the cards
she has given out whenever she calls upon her
pupils can testify. Lesson helps are quickly
gone, picture papers ave soon destroyed, but the
beautiful Seripture cards, safely preserved in gcrap-
books, will remain to remind the young ownews of
the great lessons they have learned in their infant
days,

In distributing cards I sometimes tell the chil-
dven that I have a number of cards I will place in
their Bibles as bookmarks, to note some verse I
«want them to learn during the week. I find that

this keeps them on the alert to always bring their
Bibles, for if they have no book how can they ex.
pect me to furnish them with a bookmark ¥

A M D,

TAKING THE COLLECTION,

No matter how carefully the eollection is taken,
I find that there ave generally several childven who
have not quite finished exploring the deep mines of
their pockets for their coined silver or copper, or
who have not yet fished their pennies from be.
tween their gloves and their chubby hands, or are
in the midst of a struggle to untie the corners of
the handkerchiefs in which their cents have
been safely lodged, and go cannot drop their
money into the box at the proper time. Formerly,
after these operations were ended and the box had
goune the rounds, there would be a great shaking of
hands, while the new scholars would exclaim, “0,
you haven't got my cent,” “You haven't got my
sister’s,”” and the tiniest ones would sometimes
run forward with their contributions,

Now, to obviate this confusion, I ask as soon
as the collection has been taken, and before the
children have an opportunity to call attention to
any omisgion, “ Now, let's see who has a penny to
hold up.” The truant cents are immediately pre.
sented to view and easily gathered. It does not
do to put this request in the form of a question,
If so put, it would receive a dozen vocal responses.

A M. D.

[Time, confusion, and much anxiety on the part
of the little ones are saved by taking the * offer-
ing " as the children enter the room.—Ep.]

One Class Reunion.
BY MRS, GEORGE ARCHIBALD,

A cLass reunion, now so long past that you
must count back to the last year of the civil war
for its date. To attend it the colonel of a regi-
ment stationed not far from Washington got a
leave of absence. On his way North he had for a
companion a private soldier going home on a fur-
lough. Both these men, of about the same age,
were bound for the same place—a country village
of New York, lying fresh and sweet under June
skies,

At the village they found four other men—a
clergyman, eminent in the pulpit and peculiarly
blessed as a helper to repentant sinners ; a lawyer,
who wore new honors as a judge; a physician,
skillful beyond the average of Lis profession ; and
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a wechanie of bluff, honest ways and reliable
countenance, These six men were once the mem-
bers of a Sunday school ¢lass in the village that
saw their reunion, and were long before self-ap-
pointed and mutually agreed to bear to its last
resting place the worn body of one whose early in-
fluence us their Sunday school teacher had so
touched their boyish lives as to hold fast the
grateful affection of their manhood. Besides
the colonel, one other had made a journey of
more than two hundred miles solely for this
service, and each had left for it a busy life of
many claims,

The dead woman had not been one of wide ex-
perience in worldly ways, She had lived simply,
inconspicuously, and uneventfully the solitary life
of one not set in a family as wife and mother, and
had devoted herself to good deeds and near duties,
One of those duties, and of the deavest, had been,
years before, the care of a Sunday school class of
six boys—bright, restless, difficult to control, to
interest, to influence.  And somehow, by force of
patience, love, discernment, and that personal at-
traction which goes with sinceve, intelligent Chris-
tian character, she had won them at last to a loy-
alty of love which time could not lessen,

When this class had grown and scattered, as
Sunday school classes must, the teacher had
affectionately followed their progress and kept her-
self alive to their trials and successes. Nor had
she ever forgotten to send messages of sympathy
or congratulation at those times important to them
in personal life and experience. She who had
never gone in the flesh beyond a narrow horizon
had followed in spirit and shared in heart and
mind the varying and widening activities of
those who had passed out of her daily associa-
tions.

At her funeral the church of her life’s choice
was crowded beyond its capacity, and its overflow
was not owing to the fact that it was set in
the midst of a community which, having few
opportunities for assembling, improved them all,
but to the fact that for miles around the peo-
ple had an interest in, and a love for, the dead.
There were countless tears shed for her as the
simple-hearted folk listened to the affectionate
and sincere words of their pastor and to the fal.
tering tribute of that minister who in his boyhood
had been guided in spiritual things by her now
gone to rest.

It was in all its appointments a country funeral,
and the graveyard but a short walk from the
charch.  Thither, when those who would had

looked for the last time upon the delicate, tran-
quil face, the coffin was borne by the colonel, the
private soldier, the physician, the new judge, the
mechanie, and the minister from the city. As
they walked their faces were wet with tears, and
when they reached the spot where the dead was
to lie beside her father and mother, each with a
reverent hand laid a bit of green upon the coffin
lid, and then with bowed heads listened to the
words of the burial service.

Afterward the people of the village used to tell
how it did not seem hall so hard that the dead
had no near relatives to mourn her, for those men
were like six stalwart sons to stand above her
lifeless body.

They lingered, when the crowd had gone its
way, to talk together hefore they separated, each
to return to his own life. Not one but felt the
old ties strong within him and was loath to say
good-by.  Probably never again would they all
come from their widely parted ways to be again
an unbroken band. So for the little time left
them together they spoke of their common past,
of the friend they had buvied, of their present and
future. And then they walked away, with the
manner of those whose hearts, full of the simple
loyalty of great natures unspoiled, cling to old
loves and places, And the class reunion was over ;
the dead was left alone,

Not all who go bravely into battle achieve prom-
inent sucoess, Yet every faithful, patriotic sol-
dier helps to win the glorious victories which are
heralded around the world.

Not every patient, praying teacher in the Sun-
day school so remarkably proves the power of per-
sonal service as did she to whose burial came those
six men with extraordinary fidelity to an early as-
sociation. But wherever wisdom and Christian
love and service work together, though directed
by the humblest of us all, there is good wrought
for coming men, there is an influence begun
which shall reach out into the lives of some
who will lool. back one day to say, “To that
devoted soul T owe the debt of one whose life
she touched and moved upward in its begin-
nings.”

We tell the tale of the great soldier to those
who will only be of the rank and file, and the rank
and file are nerved to steadier purpose. We tell
the tale of the exceptional worker to those who
perhaps may never see the certain fruit of their
labors, Perchance they may find in it inspiration
in the midst of perplexity.

Elmira, N. Y.
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Ways Busy Teachers Prepare
Lessons.

BY BERTHA F, VELLA.

Tury plan and prepare by degrees,

They read the lesson verses the Sunday previ-
ous,

They follow the “ daily readings " in their daily
devotions,

They think of the lesson, even when about
their daily occupations,

They talk over the lesson with teachers they
meet.

They use lesson “helps” each day, as they
find time.

They find illustrations familiar to the class.

They recall something in their own lives as
children which may be used as illustrations,

They seek for stories and object lessons in
their general reading.

They keep clippings in scrapbooks or in envel-
opes, so marked that it is easy to find those re-
lating to particular subjects.

They index a list of illustrations to be found
in books and periodicals they do not wish to
cut.

They make illustrations. If they read a suit-
able story, they decide to picture it by a drawing
or by using objects mentioned in it.

They gather incidents in the kitchen, sewing
room, parlor, street, school, store, or cars,

They take “notes " when reading, observing, or
thinking, having a notebook for the purpose
near at hand,

They give one hour a week to attend a primary
teachers’ class, if possible.

They question parents for suggestions or
about results\of their work.

They ask God for wisdom to know the messaga
for their classes from that lesson.

They select the best illustrations they have at
hand for that one message or application.

They pray in spirit while teaching,

They review their teaching upon their return
from their classes. and see ways to do better
“next time,”

It is helpful to have a pocket notebook with
the titles and Golden Texts at the tops of blank
pages.  Such notebooks for the year can be
purchased at some of the hookstores. A teacher
can easily prepare a “ homemade " one from time
to time.

Boston, Muss,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONs,
THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON 1. (October 6.)
THE TIME OF THE JUDGES.
1-12, 16.
Gorvex Texr. “The Lord raised up judges,
which delivered them” (Judg. 2. 16).

Judg. 2,

Primary Notes,
BY MRS J. H. POLUEMUS,

Who knows what theman

at the head of the Canadian

Government is called? The
Governor-General. In Eng.

land there is a queen, Ger.

many an emperor; inevery

country there is some kind

Ml ofaruler. Why? Togovern

the people and tell them what to do.

For three months we have been learning about
what people? In what land had they come to
live?  Who were their rulers? Moses and Joshug
had been their leaders, but they only did and suid
what their real Leader and Ruler told them. God
was their Ruler.  You remember that God always
spoke to Moses and Joshua, and they repeated to
the people what God had said. What had hap-
pened to Moses and Joshua? After Joshua was
buried, God still told the people what to do
through some person chosen by him. [Tell how,
although the Israclites were in possession of
Canaan, some of the old inhabitants still lived
there, and of God’s command that all should be
driven out.]

You sce there was still some fighting to be
done, and when Israel did exuctly as God suid
they were victorious, And now we come to a sad
part of our story. Some of the tribes did not obey
God perfectly, and this brought them into great
trouble, '

Six of the tribes let part of the people with
whom they fought stay in Canaan, and did not
drive them out (Judg. 1. 21, 27, 29, 80-33), |
wonder if you can think why God did not want
the Israclites and these people to live together !
Because they were people who worshiped idols
and were very wicked, God knew that they
would lead his people astray and away from him;
80 he commanded that the Israclites should have
nothing to do with them, but should drive them
entirely away.

But there was no Joshua now to remind them
of what God xaid, Many years had passed, and ail
the men and women who had known Joshua and
who eould rememberthe wonderful things God had
done for the Israclites were dead too. The men
and women now were the little children grown
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what God knew they would if the heathen were

eft in Canaan, * They forsook,” or left, ** the |

Lord and served idols.,” Docesn't it seem strange

that this could happen? How would it muke God |

feel toward them? What would he do? le let
the people whom the Israclites had left in Canaun

mquer them and take away their possessions,
and they were brought into great trouble and dis-
tress (Judg. 2. 14, 15).

What could they do? Who would help them?
I wonder to whom you go when you have been
naughty, and when your naughtiness has brought

ou into trouble? I wonder who is always ready
to find some way to help you? I am sure your
mamma.  Can you think why? Beeause she
loves you. Was there anyone to help the Israel-
tes! Who? Why was God willing to help
them? Because he loved them, and so the Bible
says [repeat the Golden Text).

God didn’t give Isracl a leader like Joshua or a
king, but *‘ the Lord sent judges” [print] who led
them against their enemies *‘to deliver™ [print
them out of their hands. After this, formany years,
“Israel  [print at leftof * deliver™] was ruled by
julges; so this time is called ** The Time of the
Judges.” We will learn about one of these judges
next Sunday, but to-day I want you to think of
how many there are now who behave like the
Israelites.

There was once a little lamb that strayed away
from the flock. It wandered into a mountain and
was torn by the thorns on the bushes, and all
tired and wounded it lay helpless in the thicket,
but it did not die; no, the good shepherd left the
other shecp and lambs safely folded, and hunted
till he found the foolish little lamb, and, putting it
on his shoulder, delivered it from its danger and
carried it home. The lamb is just a picture of
many boys and girls who forget, as did Israel,
what God tells them, who forget God and follow
their own way. All who do this will surely get
into trouble.

Do you know of whom the good shepherd re-
minds us? Of Jesus [print], who came himself to
deliver us from the punishment of our sins,
Draw a cross around * Jesus.”’]  Why did he do
this? Because he loved us so.

By the side of the Golden Text let us put
another verse (John 8, 16). The Lord sent Jesus
to deliver “me" [print at right of * deliver™].
Has he found you? Has he saved you!?

Sing first and second verses of “I am so
glad.”

Sveaestions For CoLoring, Cross, white: “ The
Lord sent judges,” red outlined with while; *to
deliver,” yellow; * Jesus,” white outlined with
red,

ip, und the Bible tells usa very sad thing about |
them (Judg. 2. 10-13). You sce, they did just |

DE‘LI‘\I ER

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.
KixpErcarTEN Departvent.  The Time of the
Judges, Judg. 2. 6,7, 8, 10, 18, 16,
GoLpeN TeXT. ** God is love” (1 John 4. 8).

Aws ro TuE KixpeErcarrser, Holy Bible,
Heb. 115 Geikie's Hours with the Bible, vol, ii.;
Bible Work, vol. iii ; The Jewish Church (Stanley);
How to Know the Wild Flowers (Mrs. W. 8. Dana) ;
Lands of the Bible (McGarvey); Hours with the
Lible (Geikie), vol. iii.

ATTENTION STORY.

After the minister, Joshua, let the people go to
their own homes, they all served God and loved
him and lived very peacefully. By and by,
when Joshua became very old, e went away
from this earth to the beautiful heavenly land.
Many of the people lived to be old, and then they
too went to that better country. Their cities,
towns, and homes were then given to other fncn-
ple. These pcople did not know much about
God, and neither Moses nor Joshua was with them
to tell them how to live and how to be good.
They heard of two false gods; so they prayed to
them and forgot the true God. He did not forget,
and when he saw that they needed teachers he
sent seme good people to them, They were called
judges, and they were very helpful. When the
people were naughty, the judges talked to them
and persuaded them to be good. They were very
ruticm with the people, and when one finished
1is work another came to take his place. The
people were not left alone, for God loved them so
much that he gave them a good faithful man to
lead them and help them all the time. Do not the
little people like to hear of God's loving care of
everyone? We will read some verses which give
us this story. [Read Judg. 2. 6,7, 8, 10, 13, 16.]

Explain unusual words: *“ Inheritance,” ** pos-
8, “served,” “elders,” “outlived,” * gen-
" gathered,” “ nevertheless,”
OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of what inheritance means, and
explain as simply as possible how land and houses

se
eration,
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are given by one person to another, Should a
man give sore land to hix son, he camiot hand it to
him as he would give him an apple, but he says,
“I give you this land to be your own.,” Then
the son does what he pleases with it. The futher
also gives to his son a paper in which he tells him
the land ix his to keep or to sell, just as he wishes
to do with it.

Tuesday. Explain ownership—that it means to
have a right to anything bought or given to one;
and tell the little people what it is to possess the
land. Show them that, although the man owns
the land, he is not able to take it away to another
place. Let them know that he pays some money
to the town or the city every yeur beeausc he is a
landowner, .

Wednesday. Just as Joshua and the other peo-
ple left their land when they went to their heav-
enly home, so must everybody else.  We eannot
tuke things with us when we leave this world, but
we cun take love and character, for our thoughts
and our real selves are with us always,

Zhursday. This shows us that we should care
more for what we are than for what we have,

Friday. Talk of the Golden Text. God shows
his love for us in many ways. He has given to us
our friends who love us, and he has given to us
the grains and fruits we use for food; also the
beautiful heavens, full of stars and sunlight—all
to make our life pleasant and joyful.

Narvne Wonk. Talk of the darkness which
comes #o early these autumn days, and explain
that while the days have not quite so much light
in them for us as they had in June and July, yet
somcbody else on this beautiful ecarth is having
the long days while ours are shorter.

** The dark is a curtain, so warm and so close,
God folds it around us at even.”

Art Wonrk. Get an autumn scene and show to
the children, letting them name the objects they
seo.

Haxp Worg. The children may sew crescents
on their ecardy, and they may make moons on the
blackboard. The latter will be good practice in
drawing curves,

The TransiTion Crass may sew the words under
the picture on the ecard.

Sciexce At Home witn Moruer. Talk of the
enjoyment which we may have in the things
which other people own. We may look at the
ficld which another person owns, We may enjoy
looking at abeautiful house in which someone else
lives, even thongh it is not ours.  We may sce the
beauty of it and have great pleasure in it without
having the care and expense of it. If the house
in which any of the little people live is beautiful and
has that which gives pleasure, then in some way
pleasure and joy ought to be carried hy such to
those little people who do not have these things,

Any oue wuy make other people huppy by a word
pleasantly spoken, or the gift of flowers, or any
such simple thing.

Primary Notes.
LESSON II. (October 13.)

THE TRIUMPH OF GIDEON. Judg. 7.
13-23.

Gorvex Texr.  “Though a host should encamp

aguinst me, my heart shall not fear” (Psalm
27, 8).
[Show a Canadian flag, tell
| briefly the story of the battle
of Queenston Heights, im.
| pressingthe thought that the
| Canadian flag placed on the
EE=Y Heights after the battle re-
‘ presented Brock's triumphor
[N Ie Mo A=1 g victory. Have “Theiriunph
of " printed at top of board,
and point to the words when illustrating by story.
Now show a pitcher, and have the children teld
how pitehers are used at home. ]

To-duy we have a wonderful story about a man
named Gideon and his triumph over a great army.
You will sce soon why I showed you a pitcher, for
I am sure you are wondering what it has to do with
Gideon and a battle,

Wlo did we learn last Sunday were sent by God
to rule and deliver Israel? To deliver from whom ?
Why did they have trouble with these people ¢

The Midianites [show on the map where they
lived] fought and eonquered the Israelites, and took
80 much away from them that they became very
poor. Although all this came to them because they
did evil, yet, when in their trouble they called
upon God for help, he sent a judge, who was
Gideon, to deliver them. [Tell briefly the story of
Gideon’s call and first act (Judg. 6.11-29).] Soon
after this the Midianites, with a great host, pitched
in a valley near the Isruelites. Gideon blew a
trumpet to gather Isracl, and sent messengers to
four of the tribes to tell them to come and help
fight.

Do you think Gideon was afraid? [ don't
know, but the Bible tells us he wanted to be sure
God was going to help him triumph over the
Midianites ; 80 he asked the Lord to give him u sign
that he would conquer. [Tell the story of the
fleece (Judg. 6, 36-45).] 1 am sure now Gideon
was not afraid.

Early in the morning he and his men pitched on
the side of the valley opposite the Midianites and
their army. [Tell how Gideon’s army was re-
duced, and why, and how God encournged his
heart by letting him overhear the Midianite’s
dream (Judg. 7. 2-14).] Gideon thanked God,
and came back to his own eamp brave and glad,
feeling as David did when he said [repeat Golden
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Text]. No wonder he suaid to his soldiers [Judg.
7.15). And now it was time to prepare for the
battle. Gideon divided his men into three con-
panies. Ilow many would be ineach? What do
you suppose they had to fight with? Gideon gave
each man a trumpet and a pitcher, with a toreh to
hold inside.  [Uncover picture of pitcher and
trumpet, explaining that the toreh was held inside
the pitcher to prevent its being extinguished, and

repeat Gideon’s orders. Tell the words of the |

“shout” and describe what was done, with re-
sults (Judg. 7. 17-23). I am sure you never
heard of such a battle and such a triumph, Why
was it that Gideon and his little band overcame
such a host? Beecause it was not Gideon alone,
but *the Lord and Gideon” [point to words on
the picture] that gave the triumph, Gideon did
his part and the Lord made him victorious,

Lam glad we know this story, for it hielps us to
have hearts that need not fear. We Lave enemies
and diflicultics we could never overcome alone, but
we needn’t try alone; if we do our part and trust
in God, he will make us triumph over every hard
thing.

There wus once a boy who couldn’t do an ex-
ample in his arithmetic lesson.  He was going to
give up, when his mother said, * Have you asked
God to help you?” He hadn’t thought of that,
but he stopped studying and asked God to be with
him and help him to see how to do the example,
and then, beginning again, he was able to under-
stund and conquer the difficult lesson. It was the
Lord and the boy together that triumphed,  Next

time you have a hard lesson to learn try this boy’s
way.,

You and I have some eneniies we cannot over-
come alone,  For you perhaps it is selfishness ; for
you, & bad temper ; for you, untruthfulness. Well,
the Lord and you can overcome even these. Try
with him and see, and though you don’t nced a
pitcher and trumpet, you do need and have the
Bible, which is like a light to show you the way.

Paul found out how good it was to work and
fight with God. He said: I can do all,” ete.
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(Phil, 4, 18). It was Christ and Puul, and so it
may be Christ and you. It is like joining your
hand with God’s hand to make you strong. [Un-
cover the clasped hands and print Paul’s words be-
low.]  Will you give him your hand to-day ¢

Sveaestions ¥or CoLoriNg,  Pitcher, brown, out«
lined with yellow; trumpet, white; * Gideon,”
red; “the Lord,” white, outlined with yellow;
clasped hands, white,

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNpERGARTEN DEpArTMENT,  The Triumph of
Gideon, Judg. 7. 18, 15-21,

Gorvexy Texr, “Though a host should en-
eump against me, my heart shall not fear " (Psalm

Ams 10 TiE KiNpercartser, lloly Bible,
Psalm 275 Jlustrative Notes (Drs. Hurlbut und
Doherty), pages 278-284; Zhe Jewish Church
(Stanley); Old Testament History (Smith), puges
344-851,

ATTENTION STORY.

Onee upon u tine these people needed some one
to lead them, some one to be a captain for them,
und God sent a good and strong man for that pur-
pose. His name was Gideon. One day this man
was threshing wheat for his futher, and he saw an
angel sitting underan onk tree. The angel spoke
to him and told him that God’s people needed him
to go and help them, At first Gideon was a little
bit afraid, but those two little words we have found
%0 often in God’s word werespoken to him, T'he
ure, * Fear not,” aud then he became brave, He
prayed, and afterward took ten of his servants and
went to work vutting uwuy the fulse gods which
the people had “been wuruln[l)iug. When Gideon
went to the people a man told him a dream. This
man dreamed that a cake of barley fell upon a tent
and threw it over. Ilow funny that was! Gideon
thought this meant that he should be able to take
God’s people into the cum}) of the other people. So
he took many men with him, and each one had a
lamp and a pitcher and a trupet,  When Gideon
told them to blow the trumpet, they did so, and
then they broke their pitchers, which had boeen
used to shude the lamps, and this made such a noise,
and the lamps burned out so brightly, that the
people ran off, and Gideon and his men had the
eamp.  This reminds us somewhat of Joshua and
his men taking Jericho. Let us read about Gideon
in Judg. 7. 18, 15-21,

Explain unusual words: “Barley,” ‘smote,”
‘“overturned,” *“interpretation,” ** worshiped,”
‘“ delivered,” “ likewise,” * watch,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of the dream, and expluin verses
13, 15, and refer to Joseph’s dream of seeing the
sheaves (Gen, 87. 7).

Tuesday. These men followed their leader, He
said, “Do as I do;” that is what * likewise”
means. If we are to do good work in this world
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we must follow our Leader. Whois he? Let us
follow him every duy.

Wednesday. Let us repeat to-day some of the
words of our Leader.  Jesus said, “ If ye love me,
keep my commandments.” Do we really love him,
and are we obeying his words ¥ We may help each
other to remember his words, and if we love him
we will be glad to show the love of our hearts in
two wuys: First, by being obed to our parents
and teachers ; second, in being gentle and helpful
to them and to our playmates,

Thursday. Repeat the Golden Rule aund the
great commandment, and talk about these, for
they are the words of Jesus, It is not just what
others do to us that we are to do, but * what ye
would.” That means what we would like' them
to do and to say to us. If we would like to have
peogle gentle and helpful to us, let us treat them
in this same way. Let us sing together the Golden
Rule song, beginning:

“To do to others as I would
That they should do to me,

Will make me always kind and good,
As children ought to be.”

Friday. The Golden Text says that David
thought he would never be afraid, no matter what
happened, even though crowds of people were
camping all around him, for his heart would still
trust in God.,

Narvre Work., Talk of wheat and name
its uses, Explain how it is harvested, and how
Gideon was working at his threshing. Nature
does her work with the grain, then men and
women and children must do their part of the
work. God leaves something for us to do, becuuse
nature and people, even little boys and girls, all
work together,

Arr Work. Study harvest fields and fruit-
gathering scenes.  Encourage the children to nume
objects which they see in a picture,

Haxo Work. Model pitchers and trumpets in
clay, and ‘wpon the network slates the children
may outline both forms, thus having practice in
curved lines,

The Transirion Crass may outline the word on
the eard, and following this pattern may try (on
different pieces of paper) to draw a pitcher.

Science ar Home witn Morner,  Tulk of barley
and of the different grains which are harvested
from time to time. No one in this world could
get along without other people,  Kven things we
do not like work together for our good if we love
GGod. See Rom. 8, 28: *‘‘All things work to-
gether for good to them that love God.”  Gideon
was busy working for his father when he saw
the angel. If he had been lazy and asleep he
would have missed that. It is when we are busy
at our work that we see beauty and find happiness.
A lesson of industry may be taught here,

Primary Notes,
LESSON III. (October 20.)
RUTH’S CHOICE. Ruth 1.14-22,

Goupex Texr.  ** Thy people shall be my peo-
ple, and thy God my God” (Ruth 1. 16).

*

Suppose I put on the table
this picture paper and a card,

| and tell Johnnie he can have
one of them. What is he

| doing while he thinks which
W he will take? Choosing. If

7
B

| he tukes the card, we say the
. | card is his choice [print]. [
suppose many of you have big brothers, When
these brothers become men they have to choose
what they will be. Perhaps yours will ehoose to
be a carpenter, and yours a painter, and yoursa
doctor or a minister, Whichever it is, it will be his
choice,

How many have had a sister get married? What
did she do after the wedding? Did your father
say she must marry the man she did, and leuve
home to go away and live with him? Noj she
chose to go—it was her choice. I know a dear girl,
with many friends and a good home, who will soon
leave all and go to a strange lund and strange peo-
ple to live with and tell them about Jesus, Docs
anyone make her go? Noj it is her choice “to
leave all for [print at right of the picture of Beth-
lehem)] Jesus’s sake.” [ could tell you of many
others and what they chose to do; but there isa
beuutiful story of a young girl and her choice that
you must not wait longer to hear.

During *“ the time of the judges” there came a
year when the barley and wheat did not grow in
Canaan, and there was a famine, What is a famine?
Because of it a man named Elimelech, who lived in
Bethlehem [uncover or make a city ], took his wife
Nuomi and their two sons and went to Moab to
live [show on the map and print the name at the
hottom of the board]. Elimelech died soon after,
but Naomi and her sons still stayed in Moab, and
in time the sons chose wives for themselves of the
women of Moab. Their names were Orpah and
Ruth,  For ten years Naomi with her sons and
their wives lived together in Moab, and then
trouble came again. Both sons died, and there
must have been three sorrowful women in that
household, But the trouble made Naomi think
of her old home in Bethlehem, and she longed to
go back to her own land and her own people,
where she heard the famine was over. [Tell of her
starting and what she said to her daughters-in-law
(Ruth 1, 7-9).] Now, yousee these two had a choice
to muke—either to stay in a heathen country or go
to Canaan, where they would learn to know and
love the true God; either to leave Nuomi or go
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with her. [Tell of Orpah’s choice and then of
Ruth’s (Ruth 1. 10-18).] Which was best ? ' Ruth’s
[print].  [Tell of the arrival at Bethlehem, and
finish the story through to Ruth’s marriage. ] Why
was Ruth’s a wise choice ? What was it ¢ To leave al]
for whose sake? [Print Naomi to right, but alittle
below “to leave all.”]  What did she find in Ca-
naan? A good home, a good husband, and, best of
all, a good God, But she was more blessed than
she knew then.

Long years afterward there came a night when
o beautiful star [make] shone over Bethlehem,
Why? Because Jesus {print above stur] was
born there, [Now tell how Ruth’s son was David’s
grandfuther, and how many belonged to David's
family. Ruth and Mary were relatives (Ruth 4,
16, 17).] If Ruth had chosen as did Orpuh, she
would never have belonged to the family into which
Jesus was born,

Do you know, the star over Bethlehgm makes me
think of something I want you always to remem-
ber. We talk and think a great deal about Jesus
when he was on earth, but to-day I want you to
think of him in heaven, before he came as a baby
to Bethlehem. [Picture what he was there, the
love and homage given him, and the joysof heaven.)
Cun you tell me what Jesus chose to do? He left
all for whom #  [Print * me” above Naomi. ]

And now L amn going to ask you to make a choice,
Jesus is right in our class to-day, and I think each
of you can hear him speaking in your heart, and
saying : * Will you chooseto follow me? Will you
leave your ways and go in mine? Will you take
my triends for your friends, and my Futher for
your Father?” What will you answer? All who
think they can truly say, * My [print] choice is to
leave all for Jesus ™ [print above me "], may rise
und repeat our Golden Text,

J-|

N
To leave all for Me i

s

7~
Ll

~

Svearstions vor Cororivg. Star, yellow ; ¢ Je-
sus,” white : road, white and brown *Choice,”
yellow: “ Ruth’s,” white, outlined with yellow ;
“my™ and “to leave all,” red, outlined with
white; ““ B.,” ¢ J.,” “ Me,” ¢ N.,” white.

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNpERGARTEN DepartMENT.  Ruth’s Choice,
Ruth 1. 14-19, 22,

Gowpex Texr. “Thy people shall be my peo-
ple, and thy God my God ” (Ruth 1, 16).

Aws 1o Tue Kinvercartser,  Holy Bible, Ruth
2, 3,45 The Land aud the Book (‘Thomson); Land
of Israel (‘Tristram); Farm Ballads (Will Carle-
ton); The Rich Kinsman (Stephen Tyng); Sie
Lectures on Ruth (Aubrey Price); Lectures on
Ruth (George Lawson).

ATTENTION STORY.

Our lesson to-day is a beautiful one about a
woman named Ruth, who loved her mother very,
very much, They lived in Bethlehem many yeurs
before Jesus lived there, and as they were very
poor the whole family went away once to another
town, where there was plenty of food to eat, for in
Bethlchem there was not enough for the people.
After a time they heard that the people of Bethle-
hem had bread aguin ; so the mother decided to go
home.  One of*her duughters kissed her good-bye,
but the other one, named Ruth, said she hoped that
her mother would not ask her to stuy in this town,
but would let her go home with her, for she wanted
to go wherever the mother would go, and sleep just
where the mother slept, und she wanted to pray to
the same God, and to stuy with her always. The
mother's name was Nuomi, and this name means
‘*pleasant.”  When she saw that Ruth wanted to
stay with her always, and that they could live to-
gether und pray to God, she let her'stay, and they
went to Bethlehem together. All Naomi’s neigh-
bors, the people of the city, were very glad to see
her again, and gave her ‘welcome. "You know,
dear children, what it is to welcome a person, It
is both to say you are glad and to act glad, for we
can show gladness as well as speak it. It was just
the time when the people were gathering the bar-
ley, which is a grain known to people many, many
years ago, and it grows out in a broad field, not in
agarden. When Ruth knew that the harvest time
had come she must have been glad to be uble to
glean after the reapers,  This wonderful story ook,
God’s word, tells us about it. [Read Ruth 1, 14-
19, 22.]

Explain unusual words: “Clave,” “ beliold,”
“whither,” “lodgest,”  *steadfustly,” ¢ Moab-
itess,” ** daughter-in-law,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

Monday. Thesetwo sisters and the mother were
very sorry to leave each other, One begged that
she might stay.  She loved her mother so dearly
that she was willing to help her, and she worked
in the field =0 as to earn bread for them,

Tuesday. Ruth had lived for a long time in that
place they were leaving, and the mother thought
that perhaps she would not like to be in Beth-
lehem ; so she wanted Ruth to be happy and stay
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where she was. Mothers are always thinking of
the happiness of their children. The teacher should
talk faithfully of the self-sacrificing love of a
mother. Let us all try to make our dear mothers
happy every day !

Wednesday. Ruth was so sure that she wanted
to go and help her mother that they decided she
might go. So the mother and daughter started,

and when they reached home everybody was glad |

to see them. Naomi hud been akind neighbor and
helpful to the people, and they remembered it.
Teuch u lesson of neighborly love and kindness to
each other,

Thursday. Ruth worked in the field gathering

barley. Other women, and even littie children, |

worked in the fields, as you sce in the picture on
your card, Children can help in everything, and,
when they cannot with their hands, they can with
their love and with their gentle words,

Friday. Talk of the Golden Text, and teach a
lesson of fellowship with each other and of the de-
light of all praying to God, who is our Father. Let
us love all people und be helpful whenever we can.

Narvre Work. Talk of harvesting, and refer to
the seed-sowing time months ago, explaining the
action of the sun, the uir, and the rain upon the
soil. Also, God's eare, which is “over all his
works.” And this care is shown in the way he
has provided for all the needs of man. Barley is
one of the very first and oldest grains, Many
years ago people thought that it was sacred ; that
means one of the choicest and best things. When
people culled Greeks wished to train their young
men to have great strength for their games they
gave them barley to ent. A good medicine tea is
made from barley.

Art Work. If possible, get an illustrated copy
of Farm Ballads, and show pictures of the rcapers
and expluin them.

Hasp Work. Sew or draw a picture of asickle,
and, with sticks, outline harvest fields. With
paper folds make barns with single and double
doors, and imagine them full of wheat and barley.

The Traxsmion Crass may color the picture
in whichever colored crayon they choose. This is
u lesson in taste and also of judgment in the use
of ¢ lors.

Sciexce At Howe witn Moruer. Ruth picked
up the barley which the reapers left, and she was
as glad to take it home to her mother as yon are to
take home the berries you pick. If nothing is
wasted, we must be ecarcful of all the leavings,
"Palk of the need of industry. If people should not
do their part after the God of love has sent the sun
and the showers to make the wheat and barley
grow, it would spoil in the field, ‘We must do our
work when the time comes. Talk of the joys and
the rewards of labor.

LESSON IV. (October 27.)
THE CHILD SAMUEL. 1 8am. 3. 1-18,

Govoex Texr.  “Speuk, Lord ; for thy servant

hearcth ™ (1 Sam, 3. 9).
Primary Notes.

If you wanted mamma to
do something for you, how
would you make her under-
stand?  You would have to
speak [print]. If mamma
| usked you to do an errand
| tor her, how would you
know it? You would heur
[print] her speas. low would she know you
| heard? By seeing you obey [print]. Whatdo you
speak with? What do you hear with? Can you
tell me how deaf and dumb people speak ¥ How
do they hear? Not with tongues and ears, but
with fingers and eyes.  You sce there ean be more
than one way of speaking and hearing.

Can you think how God speuks to us? Some of
you will suy by the Bible, and that is right, but |
know auother way. I am sure you have all heard
his voice. Sometimes when you want to he
naughty there is something in your heart that is
like & “still small voice" speaking to you and
telling you not to do the naughty thing; that is
God’s voice speaking by his Spirit. How do you hear
it? With your mind. How do you show you hear
the voice? By obeying. God has been speaking
in this way to boys apd girls, a8 well as to grown-
up people, a long time, but many, many years ago
he spoke in a different way—with his voice.

You remember he spoke in this way to Moses
on Mount Sinai, and to Joshua after Moses died.
To what kind of people would he love to speak
best? Tothose, I think, who were ready [print]to
heur and abey.

There is a beautiful story in the Bible of how
God once spoke to a child [print * The Child"
at the top of the board] who was not ouly rendy
to hear, but ready to obey. This little boy's home
was in a strange place for a child; it was in what
we would now call a church, but when he lived it
was called the tabernacle.  Who worshiped in the
tabernacle ?

To understand how this boy came to live thero
we must go back to our story of the Isruelites,
We must skip over a good many years in their
lives and come to a time when the priest who
served in the tabernacle was named Eli. He and
his two sons lived there, and though Eli was a
good man, he didn’t teach his sons to be obedient,
and they grew up to be wicked men (1 Sam. 1. 12,
1%, 20-25).

Not very far away from Shiloh, where the taber-
nucle was, lived Elkanah, and Hannah, his wife.
Every year Elkanah would go to Shiloh to worship
in the tabernacle and make an offering to God,
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and Hunnah used to go with him. But Hannah
had one trouble that made her very sad. [Tell

briefly what is found in 1 Sam. 1. 5-15.] You |

know now why Sumuel [finish printing title| came
to live in the tabernacle. Let us make a picture
of the tubernacle on the board. What do you
suppose Samuel did there (1 Sam. 2. 18-20)¢ lle
must have been a lovely child and faithful in all
his work, because the Bible says—(1 Sawm. 2. 26),

These words make me think of another child, of

whom it was saidl, ¢ He inercased in wisdom and
in favor, with God and man.” Who was that
child (Luke 2. 52)?

God had a message for Eli, and he chose Samuel
for his messenger. I will tell you how God spoke
to Samuel. [Tell lesson story.] When Sumuel
knew it was God who was speaking, what did he
say ! [Repeat the tenth verse, *Speuk ; for thy
servant heareth,” and print it on the bourd.]

Was the tabernacle a quiet or a noisy place? It
wis 80 quiet it must have been casy to hear God's

voice. Where did we say, in the beginning of

this lesson, that God spoke to us{ In our hearts
[make heart around tabernucle]. [ think we
should often keep our hearts quict that we may
better hear God's voice.

Sometimes his voice warns us not to do wrong ;
sometimes it tells of something we may do for
others ; often it gives us a message for some one.
If you listen you will hear the voice say, * Tell
somebody about the Saviour who died to save all
who will trust and obey him.”

Whatever God's voice suys to you, be ready to
hear and obey ; be ready to say, as did Samuel,
“Speak ; for thy servant heareth.”

[Close by repeating,

¢ Jesus, my hands I lift to thee;

I look uhm e, thy light to sce;

I list to hear thy whisper low

I wait that I thy wili may know; 3

I pray thee take me as 1 am

And make e, Lord, thy little lumb”]

Svaerstions ror CororiNg. Heart, white ; tab-
ernacle, white, outlined with yellow; “Speak,
Lord,” red, outlined with white;  Ready to,” yel-
low; * hear,” ‘‘obey,” blue.

Kindergarten Hints.

KixperearteN Deparryest, The Child Samuel.
1 Sam, 8. 1-10,

Gorpen Tk
heareth”

Aips TiuE KINDERGA Holy Bible,
1 Sum. 2. 1-113 Wild Flowers and How to Know
Them (Mrs. Dana); Robertson’s Sermons, ** The
Character of Eli ;" A Childs Dream of a Star

¢ Speak, Lord; for thy servant

| (Charles Dickens); Oratorio of the Creation

(Haydn), *The Heavens are Telling the Glory of
God.”
ATTENTION STORY.

It is wonderful that everybody can help some-
body else in this world ! Our very lust lesson was
about Ruth working for her mother because she
loved her, and the lesson for this week is about a
little boy who helped an aged minister in the tem-

sle.  The minister was 1y blind, for he had
ived so many years that his eyes ha ad become tired,
The little boy fielped himin the temple service, for
this mun wasa pr n st. 1 you would like to know
how a priest dressed, you may look at a lesson card
you had last summer.” You will know which eard,
for you lettered the words ** A High Priest”” under
the picture. The little boys name was Samuel, and
his mother love s0 much that she had given
Samuel to him toserve in hischurch, e was very
ll‘llL when he was taken to the church, smaller
than most of the children here,  How old do you
think he was? At that time little children three
years old helped in the church service. Samuel’s
mother talked to himof good things, 1u|~l he was
very obedient to all she taught him. IHe loved
his ‘mother very dearly, and also learned to love
God and pray to him. “Tow beantiful it is for little
lnn; le to pray to God and tell their heavenly
ither all their thoughts,  Although Samuel was
a little boy, he learncd to do work in the chureh,
such as a little boy might do. His mother said he
might stay and help the minister just as long as he
lived. Once every ycar she went to see him and
took 4 little new coat to him, The little boy slept
near the minister’s room, and one night he nwnl\n
thinking some one had ealled him, He ran in to ask
Eli, the minister, it he had called himj but the
minister said no, and the little boy went to sleep
azain, Three times he thought that Eli called
und each time he was polite enongh to an-
swer rieht off and run right to Eli's room,  Then
the minister thought that God must be speaking to
the boy, and told Samuel if he was ca lled again to
ay, ** Speak, Lord ; for thy ant heareth.” Let
ad about it. \lu oadd 18 o

Explain unusual words: ¢ Mir stered,” * vis-
fon,” ‘¢ wax,” ¢ xlim " onlledst,” ¢ revealed,”
“arose,” ** heareth,’

OUTLINE,

Sunday.  Attertion Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of the willing spirit of Samuel.
Here was a little boy who got right up as soon as
he was culled. That is the first thing to do, and
that is the way to begin each day. You dear little
boys and girls do not live with the minister, but in
your own homes you can begin each day by obey-
ing your father's voice when he calls you. In this
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way, by the parents’ voices, God speuks to chil-
dren now.  Repeat the fifth eommandment.

Tuesday. Sumucl had a helpful spirit. The love
he had in his heart made him wish to help the aged
man, und his bright young eyes and his willing
hunds and feet were helptul to others,  Ilis work
in the temple was to light the lamps, and open the
doors, und to do whatever would be helpful to
others, e was so willing that he must have been
tired at night, just as other little helpful boys are.

Wednesday. e was a brave boy, and did not
fear when he heard a sound in the night.  Ie
trusted God, and he knew that nothing could hurt
him.

Thursday. We have scen that Samuel was will-
ing, helpful, and brave, but he was obedient too,
He did just what Eli told him to do ; so we may be
sure that when God’s voiee told him what to do he
obeyed.

Friday. Let the teacher talk of the Golden Text.
One word here tells that Samuel did obey God, for
he says, ‘““thy servant.” A servant is one who
serves, and we all are servants serving some one.
Let us love and serve God, and then we will be glad
to gerve others. Expluin the bliss of service, and
speak of Mark 10. 44,

Narere Work. Let the teacher talk of the stars,
which are brighter now than in the summer, and
some day you may sing the song, * Do you know
how many stars#” for it will remind you of God's
care.  The little fringed blue gentian and the pur-
ple aster are two beautiful October flowers you may
sce in the country, especialiy ift you live near to
mountain brooks,

Ant Work. Study the lesson eard, and talk

of night scenes mentioned in the Bible, and
some of the stories of Galilee.  The little people
should never be ufraid at night, for it is as beautiful
us the day.
The kindergarten children may
make pictures of stars with sticks and with in
terlucing slats,  They may draw them upon the
bluckboard alzo, and sew them on their cards,

Haxn Wonk,

The Traxsirion Crass may practice making pie-
tures ot stars, and then make one, ** best one,™ in
the lower corner of this lesson card.

Sciexce AT Home wirn Moruer, - When trou-
bles and little things that annoy us eome to our
life, then the blessings and lights are more numer-
ous and brighter, just as the thousands of stars are
clearer now than they were when we had the long
days of sunshine,  But we must look up if’ we
wonld see them, for as we could not see the starry
sky if we were looking downward always or stuy-
ing shut up in a dark house, &0 we must go out of
ourselves and look up if we would see the bright-
ness and forget the dark ways.

Whisper Songs for October,
FIRST LESSON,

Ltk children, watch and pray §

Wateh to drive the sin away ;
Pray that you may be so true,
(iu.f\vill always fight for you.

SECOND LESSON,
O how safe, and O how strong
Those who to the Lord belong !
Love him, trust him ; he defends
From: the foes that Satan sends,
THIRD LESSON.
Love will follow every where,
Love is quick a grief to share,
Love is wise to choose the right,
Living always in God’s sight.
FOURTH LESSON,

Speak, O Master, speak to me,
Though a little chii«l Ihe;
In the darkness or the day
Help me hear thee and obey.

Pa——
Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

Fourth Quarter.
Rising, all repeat, “ O Lord, open thon my
lips ; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise
SixnG, or RepeaT 1N CONCERT,
‘“Jesus, Master, we do love thee,
And to prove our love would lay
Fruit of lips which thou wilt open,
At thy blessed feet to-day.”
SoxG oF Prarse.
Teacher. O God, thou art my God; early will [
seek thee,
Class. O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee
shall all flesh come,
Ecno Praver, closing with the Lord’s Prayer,
Hyny, adapted to lesson,
Arostres' CREED,
1xGs, followed by singing,
s, Psavy, or Books or THE BisLy.
k. (A beautiful service ma
he found in Sony and Study for God's Little O,
pige 146.)
teview, from blackboard,
Moriox 8Soxa. “Two Little Eyes,” No. !
Melodies for Little People, unt & Eaton, New

:550N TeacHING, followed by CoNceRrT Praver,

“Shepherd of thy little flock,
Lead me by the suadowing rock,
Where the richiest pasture grows,
Wiere the living water flows.
“By that pure and silent stream,
Sheltered from the scorching beam,
Shepherd, Saviour, Guardian, Guide,
Keep me ever near thy side,”

Crosing Hyus,

Mizpan.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

CONSUMPTION

can, without doubt, be cured in its early stages. Itisa
battle from the start, but with the right kind of weapons
properly used it can be overcome and the insidious foe
vanquished. Hope, courage, proper exercise, will-
power, and the regular and continuous use of the best
nourishing food-medicine in existence—

Scott’s Emulsion

—the wasting can be arrested, the lungs healed, the
cough cured, bodily energies renewed and the physical
powers made to assert themselves and kill the germs
that are beginning to find lodgment in the lungs.
This renowned preparation, that has no doubt cured
hundreds of thousands of incipient cases of Comsump-
tion, is simply Cod-liver Oil emulsified and made

latable and easy of assimilation, combined with the

ypophosphites, the great bone, brain and nerve tonic.
Scott & Bowne, Belleville, All Druggists, 50c. and $1.

Sunday=school Catalogue

CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING:

Miscellaneous Books at Graded Prices, Sunday school Decorations.
and from various Publishers, Wall Rolls,
Popular Authors and Special Series. Sunday-school Requisites—

sunday-school Lesson Helps. Officers’ and Teachers' Record Books.
Miscellaneous Requisites.

Helps for Bible Study— Wall Maps.
Bible History. Reward Cards and Tickets.
Bible Commentaries, Books for Sunday-School Workers,
Bible Concordances. Readings, Recitations, Dialogues, ete.
Bible Dictionaries. "Our Periodicals.

OUR NEW.....

This splendid Catalogue should be in every school. Of its 73 pages, 55 are devoted to library
books, the cream of the publications of such well-known houses as The Religious
Tract Society, Thos. Nelson & Sons, Nisbet & Co., Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier, Blackie & Son, London Wesleyan Conference
Office, ete., not to overlook the important list of
our own publications.

WRITE . US ., FOR . CATALOGUE . AND . TERMS

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT
©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halltax, N.8.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning ani ing advertised in this Magasine, you will obi the
g g n g inquiry ng anyth e s lge

Ppublisher, aaweli as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the




Epworth . . .
League
. . . Requisites

B b

Per
SR . §0 10
-Laws for Junior

In e leaflet.

Suggestions, Constiiuti
Leagues, Perdoz...
Prayer-Meeting Topics. On cardboard. Per 100..
Prayer-Meeting Topics. On neat, folding card,
printed in colored ink, with Rev. H. T.
Crossley's Scripture Acrostics on back pace.
Per 100 . SEA RN aa e By By e nese
Same style, with name of Church or Society on
front page. Per 100
Same style, with name of Society on front page,
and list of Officers, Church Services, or
other matter on back page. Per 100

Junior League Praver-Meeting Topics. On card-
board, Per 100 .

Associate Member's Pledge Card. Per 100
Active Member's Pledge Card. Per 100... ..
Junior League Pledge Card, Per 100

Membership Certiticate Card. Printed in colours.
Per 100

0 50

Epworth League Chart Handsomn
graphed

Epworth Badge, pendent, sterling silver,

ly litho-
with

Epworth ribbon, enclosed in neat box.

Price, 36¢.; per doz,, $3 70; per 100.. v 8

Epworth Brooch Badue, sterling silver, enclosed in
box. Single, 45¢.; per doz., 24.00; per 100 36

Epworth Ribbon, Special design. Per yard ..... O

RYTN XD TONE BOOK

PEOPLE'S EDITION

Following bindings and prices :
Cloth, plain edges
Roan, sprinkled edges «
French Morocco, yapped, gold edges. . .
Moroceo, yapped, red under gold edges

Size, T} x 6§ inches,

CHOIR EDITION
Cloth, plain edges

French Moroceo back, cloth sides
French Morocco, hoards, gilt edges.

Size, 8} x 6} inches,

ORGANISTS' EDITION

In two styles of binding.
Cloth, plain edges ........o.oovcivienian o
French Morocco, boards, gilt cdges
Size, 10 x T} inches.

« $2 60 net,
8 60 net,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
0. W. OOATES, Montreal.

ADVERTISEMENTS

WESLEY BUILDINGS, =

Etéhings T

FROM A

Parsonage Veranda

By MRS. E. JEFFERS GRAHAM

With illustrations by J. W, Bengough.
o ee
CLOTH, - . $1.00

Jontents: The Parsonsge—Solomon Wiseacre—Two
Women—Marion Fuller—Jacob Whinely—Curlo—A
Pensioner—Mrs, Taffety—The Knight and the Dove—
A Cross—Under a Clond—Joy in the Morning—A
Supply—Only & Child—Miss Primperty—A Temper-
ance Meeting—A Dinner Party— Au Revoir—Parting,

T T h Methodi

Into every M p ag
exists, this charming bork of Mrs, Graham's should find
a glad welcome. Scarcely less warm should be its wel.
come into other homes and of other denvminations, The
humour and pathos of the sketches will win their way
into every heart, Their literary beauty will commend
them to the most cultured reader,

o —— ——

The following, in the ** Men of the Bible Series,” will
found especially helpful in the study of the Internationa
Sunday-school Lessons during the preseut quarter : i
Moses: His Life and Times,
Rawlinson.

Joshua: His Life and Times. By Rev. W J.
Deane, M.A.

Gideon and the Judges.
Lang.

Samuel and Saul: Thelr Lives and Times,
By Rev, W, J. beane, M.A,

David: His Life and Times.
Deane, M. A,

The Kings of Isracl and Judah.
Cavon G. Rawlinron,

EACH, 90 CENTS.

MOSES =

* His Life and
Its Lessons
By MARK GUY PEARSE

CLOTH, $1.25

Much has been written on the life of the great Israelit-

ish leader, One might wonder what mere could be

written with force and freshness, but those who know

Mark Guy Pearse know that his pen touches no subject

without throwing upon it fresh light and extracting
new lessons,

By Rev, Canon u.”

By Rev. J. Marshall

By Rev. W, J.

By Rev,

TORONTO, ONT.
§. F, HUESTIS, Halifax,
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Another Shot at King Alcohol
—

A new story from the author of *Matthew Mellowdew,”
. ‘‘Nestleton Magna,” * Simon Holmes, Carpenter,” etc.
THE '

Red, Red Wine

A TEMPERANCE STORY e
. BY _J. JACKSON WRAY

ulul __ With fine Photogravure Portrait of ghe*sl “"
Author, and Six Full-page Ulustrations .

WE HAVE JUST ISSUED in a handsome Canadian edition this fine temperance story of the late

J. Jackson Wray. The Joyful News thus refers toit: *This, as its name implies, is a temper-
ance story, and is told in the lamented author's most graphic style. We have never read anything
so powerful since ‘Danesbury House,' and this book in stern and pathetic earnestness even excells
that widely-known book. It is worthy a place in every Sunday-school and village library ; and as the
last utterance of one whose writings are so deservedly popular, it is sure of a welcome. It should give
decision to some whose views of Local Option are hazy."

e Just Published

@

PRACTICAL
TALKS .« ..

Impbrtant Themes

TO YOUNG CONVERTS, OLDER CHRISTIANS
AND THE UNCONVERTED

BY --- -
Rev. H. T. Crossley.

e e CLOTH, $1.00

HE author tells us in his preface: ¢ This book of Practical Talks on Important Themes
may be regarded as a souvenir volume of our evangelistic work. We publish it in
response to many requests for such a volume, hoping to further instruct and confirm

those who are new converts, and, at the same time, assist to clearer views of truth and privilege
those who are more experienced Christians, and also to induce the unconverted to become
Christians.” Those who know Mr. Crossley need not be told that his book is terse, practical,
clear, and evangelistic in its tone. It is a book of nearly 400 pages, clearly printed and
strongly bound, and contains portraits of Mr, Crossley and of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Hunter
and family.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, . Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.

In ordering goods, or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magagine, yow will oblige the
Publisier, as well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisemens in THE SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER.
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SOME PEOPLE

Will buy any kind of a stove, but women

with brains always insist on having a

Souvenir - Range.
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We have testimonials from leading women of
Canada giving undoubted evidence of the
popularity of these stoves.

= THE (JURNEY, TILDEN CO., .

Stove Dealers. Hamilton, Ont'
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