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A Happy New Year

mony

“ guid New Year to ane an” a’, and
may ye set So sang the modern anci
ents. But those were the days when Old

Highland was sixpence a gallon (generous);

when dope was but a diamond in the rough; and

Boston had not yet vanquished the sphinx. DBut in

cur days of unstinted civilisation the gay and fes-

tive season is garlanded with other aspirations. Its
form delighteth the eyve, in the same way as a tomb
stone gladdeneth the heart. The heraldry of the
prophets has given way to the profits of ‘“heraldry

and the ‘‘good will’’ that was once cordial with a

‘dram’’ i1s now unetuous with a suggestion

At this joyous season, that ‘‘nobleman of nat
plug,
and fro over our charming earth contrives to return

ure,”’ the freeborn pleasantly travelling to
quite ostentaciously to the bosom of his family, yea
to the sanctuary of his indefeasible hearth, there to
enjoy the worshipful season in the sweet tranquil
ties of peace. Being of a fervent spirit his mind 1s
calm in the quietude of content. And having been

diligent in his industry, waiting—obediently as be
ecometh the lowly—with respectful patience on the
will of his appointed master, and being frugal
withal, he hath garnered to himself plenteous stores
of ““good’’; and @massed much treasure whereo}f no

moth may ravish/and none:covet

visdom, that to the uttermost ends of

tested the ancient verity that “‘ney

the righteous beg for brea«

iding omnipotenece

He was comforted, as with balm of Gilead, to r¢

fleet that amidst the multifarious duties of life right

cousness increased her borders and vielded succor

and pleasantness to the heart. - Meditating reminis

centlv on his fruitful journeyings through the in

spiring marts of fame he was magnificently 1m

pressed with the devout fervor of common life. He
that *‘‘felt

remembered \\H'o'll.\ the guileless faith

the guiding hand’™ in the sore days of trial and

adversity; and the unrestrained acclamations of
those whose secret prayers had prospered even their
carnal those—a

expectations. He remembered

mighty multitude—who having bathed in the ruddy
tides of salvation, had come forth white and shin
ng, even militant with humility. Others again he
knew, had been mightily purged from disease and
affliction, merely by gazing upon the holy man, lo,
even a Yogl from the land of the great Freedom
Abundant as the hosts of heaven were those who
had been born again, and had acquired a new heart
Even it was said—and witnessed by the holy eyes
of faith

that some, hy an especial act of merey,

hiad inherited a new leg, even a new kidney, and

8o he hasteneth o hi¥*isteHatéd house s Whede-"lose ears had been-restored to-tic novmel propor-

none may despoil him or any make him afraid. His
coming maketh his household glad. For they have
been forward in the garnishings of festivity, wait
ing the feasting but for him who cometh with great
reward and whose diligence 1s mightily esteemed
He rejoiceth in his little flock ;yea he maketh merry
it maketh his heart glad
And hav

as is the formality of

with his comely little ones
that they are comely and fair to behold
ing performed his ablutions
his custom at this season—and arranged him in
erateful rainment, he sitteth down, even he and his
A\Ilwl

i1ts [uvl]\)lt"{

little ones, at the laden tables of his riches

as he surveys the snowy board with
ware and glittering number, its sparkling crystal
decorations, its choice and

its bowered tempting

viands, its rich and varied vintage, his heart filleth
with gratitude to the great giver of all good, who
hath manifested himself so wondrously and reward

ed the laborer so abundantly

Having feasted and made merry for a space, dis
poiling the ‘‘crackers’’ of profit with the bon mots
of obsolete yesterday and the yet more obsolete to
morrow, and delighted the young shoots with the
multitude of toyland, he giveth himself up to seem
ly and profitable meditation
ningly the earth was devised for the habitafion of

He observed how cun

man:; and how nothing befell contrary to his great
good. Even those visitations, which in uncharitable
noments were spoken of as calamities, were but the
chastenings of affection.
scme home unto greater glory, did he not inspire
others thither in their stead? And did not those
very manifestations open up new and wondrously
ravory opportunities for the further achievements
¢f man? He remarked how all men were of a eom-
mon indulgence. He saw that as the good father
had prospered him he prospered all who had been
diligent in endeavor and of a contrite countenance.
He perceived how swiftly corrupticn and contumely
hst been humbled and dismayed, and raneorous dis-
obedience to appointed authority brought to nought.
And he was conscious of the amplitude of infinite

For if the master called

tions of the field

had never been vouchsafed a new head

Once he had questioned why faith
But it had
been startlingly revealed to him in a vision of the
night, how little occasion the godly have for a he!
met. Everywhere he looked, life was honeycombed
with the sentiment of religion. He had heard a peas
ant from the hinterland affirm by the ‘“treed coon”’
(one of those loving allusions to the cross, so in
dicative of intimate communion with the spiritual),
that the country was ‘“‘going to glory.”” He had
listened to a carpenter proudly declare to his mas
ter. )v_\ the ‘¢

spiked Jese’’ (another of those tender

touches of divinity), that his work

‘“was as square
as the mansions of heaven He knew any number
of saintly men of business who had become affluent
by selling’ their merchandise in the stoke-room of a
liner, who habitually testified to their credibility by
the ‘““smoking ransom’’
of hell

ence as an artist in a gravel-pit (and who attributed

and ‘“the flying hammers
He knew one who had acquired a compet
h].“ success to 11]\'1]]?" l'r”"“'tl“l]‘

who invariably

accredited his statement ‘“by the bearded ghost of

grace.’” And he had overheard, but recently, a
doughty woodsman testify to a comrade ‘‘by the
branching that this story was
‘““the sacred truth of God.”’ (He was quite at a loss
to appreciate the symbolism of this spiritual out
pouring, but undoubtedly it emanated from an un
usually deep spring of holiness.) Even the most
apathetic seldom engaged in a matter without the
most solemn oaths to God, and even in the trivial
affairs of life they constantly appealed to the cru-

cified Christ to witness their asseverations

buds of Lucifer’’

In every walk of life this integrity of holiness
prevailed. Men of probity struggled with the ‘“de-
mon rum,’’ or the ‘““drug fiend,”’ to preserve the im-
mortal souls of the people. Corporations, knowing
the evil of money, strove with unceasing ardor to
keep the people from its corroding touch. Govern-
ments, perceiving the tyranny of the ‘“mailed fist,”’
and violent dictatorships, admonished the multitude
against the blandishments of organisation. Tariffs

manipulated to lighten the trials of daily life

lizence was solaced with come

pensions. Indus-

s were regulated nicely to the necessities of the

le. Labor was adjusted by the sliding secale,

the bounteous standards of life should be im

1 The most meticu ire was exercised

the operation of industry, lest fe and limb be

langered 3eautifully eomputated struetures

ere erected for the worthy co-partners of capital
N1

hipping was regulated, lest men should perish in
the hungry sea. Freight commissions pleaded with
penurious railroads for the rights of the public. Féod

laws were enacted, lest the

unscrupulous should
vitiate the tabernacle of elay. Even enactments on
speech and thought, so that man might not be tempt-
ed unknowingly to evil, and contaminated by In-
iquity. Here or there throughout the world the
kindly master forbids eager man to work, fearing

he may become exhausted

through over exertion
Anon he wisely urges him to toil, that the times and
the seasons may be made worthy of the Merey. And
over it all the sweet councils of fraternity and the
dispassionate justice of equality, safeguarding to
all, without respect of persons, the common rights
of prosperity and life

In the anointed courts of state, whose wateh

word was, ‘“God and right,”” he saw the flower of
manRood. battlumg--with ancieyt Lywanny for the
rights of man and nation, and who esteemed jus-
tice and honor of infinitely greater value than life
itself. For the perpetuation of truth and liberty he
saw whole kingdoms surrender their dearest pos-

sessions. He observed the leaders of men
a polyglot devil

the barbarous gutterals of Deuteh

great

tempted like the man of Uz by

now speaking in

or Slav, or anon using the flowery culture of modern

Gaul. But, sustained by high conscience, inflexible

honesty and resolute will, always they put the evil

thing behind them. to becuile their enemies. He

was lost in admiration for the altruistic self saen

fice of the mighty captains of industry, who un

flinchinely bore the burden of giant armaments for

the preservation of the sacred peaee; who formu

lated international leagues, lest eternal freedom be
overwhelmed ; and who sought in the exalted spirit
of God-fearing humanitarianism to convey and im-
plant the sublime message of civilisation to distant

and downtrodden lands and peoples And above

}

them all, beautiful in life and

purpose, those

Christly ministers of love, who had been esteemed
stewards of many talents. By prodigious labor, un-
remitting thrift and superhuman intelligence, their
talents had multiplied exceedingly. And now they
stood ready, eager, nay accounted it am honor to
the glory of the master to lend, upon condign con-
siderations, to

worthy constituted

substance,

and properly
their
humanity from ruin and extinction

people the last of to save

But it would be impossible to narrate the heroie
epic of king and state and noble, for the eontinuing
beatitude of human kind. Not to mention those,
romantic, charming, unmistrusting, long distance
followers of the spontaneous Jehovah and his par-
thogenetic son, who, by song and story, by screen
and show, sometimes by dance and revelry, occa-
sionally with bread and wine, seek to enfold the dear
people in the undoubted ‘‘spirituality’’ of a “pré-
vidence’’ undeniably ‘“‘divine,’’ and to confess them
in a ‘“civilisation’’ whose ‘‘goodwill’’ is as abund-

(Continued on page 8)
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By the Way
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tual Arguing a j ri. that ig. arguing from pre
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to politiea - 0T oppression will he to throw
it eff—arg r 8 no g ntee of the result. Ti
may be they - npt and fail, cr it may be that
subservie: d ahject submission wil be the line
cf resn 2 3 r I. H. B.) there is no fore
telline: th ven, t! nmediate cirenmstances will
determiy teome resnltant as we examine
it at any partic- "ar date, now or in the future, is the
cutecome of ‘he nliy of the whole complex of factors

engaged at #ny such date
My <ritic in last issue, J. II. B.. savs that the re-

volutionary movement must prove equal to its task
or hiztory is falsfied (emphasis mine O Rome, O

y P passed by 1 s of Balclutha and
the Wl desolat [if ¢ falsifies ]“\Tur'_\_
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'l trar med par
ular problems Thn ot going well
this modern world An roblems 1s what
to become of a new so« as at has appeared
estles ntented 1 1 bitter competitive
etween individuals ween classes. between

e national entities: con rrentlyv there exists a ¢on
on of world-wide mutual dependence due to an
ing svstem of ¢ non relations such as
ills for a pooling of the world’s resources in the
mon interest The latter condition is the re
ult of hange in the state of the industrial arts:
fory sac ,13‘ mn of life whieh suited a state
ndustriz: irts now assed away, that of the

sustaining economy of the localities of the

mac ne age and the immdivigual production of
handicraftsman he social problem appears as
of n .(‘m}‘_‘ 1Istmen o student of soeilety
e state of the industrial arts e material produe
e culture, underlies and conditions all the rest of
e cultural features \laladjustment oceurs in de

18 the rest of cu re lagzs behind the former

social eviis of erpational war arising out

the ndustr d comimerelal rivalries

he great vested interests, and the poverty, inse

rity and d atior f life of the underlying

opulatiol in rineiple of private owner

I Iar as 1t re s to social means _Hf pro

{ Then tl ezal and political institutions

suppor ind enforee that prineiple need

nging to reetify the maladjustment, for, lagging

nd 1 ne¢ t are nunable to funetion for

nv ali f Institutions are the organs

he 1 1y polit s the heart, lungs, ete., are to
mman body

But the seat of the problem lies deeper yet; in

Nns are econdaxy effeets in the chain of caus

n. The prestige of the law and the military

ver of the State rest finally and find ultimate

inction in the opinion of the community. What

ver of force and fraud may have established those
nstitutions in their inception; or however the force

tradition, or the inertia of settled habits and
ivs of thought, or lack of education may continue

maintain them throuch retarding advance to a
ore enlightered opinion; behind the institutional
r lies the lag of opinion. In this age of universal
political enfranchisement in the advanced nations
the institutions are representative, and not ~ even
bourgeois lecal theory claims for thenr any other
hasis. either of divine or other kinds of right. The
idea is essentially active, kmowledge is functional.
To spread knowledge, to create opinion, to organize
ways and means through wlich opinion may become

effective in a civilized way is the work of those who

wisl take up the lag and remove social evils
Whether eontrol 1s seized by violence or by legal
meeans, both must alike have the massed opinion of
the communty 1n support of the soeial programme
Part arly 1s this so in advanced communities,
where a universal literacy and an active political

enfranchisement have obtained for genecrations, and,
as a consequence, where opinion is an active prineci
] Violence passes, but the law abides said a
Frenchman of Mussolini  Which is to say that, after
all, Mussolini 1s not absolute dictator: he must trim
his sails to the winds of opinion or he has but a short
me to strut the stage of political life Subsequent
ntinue to show that behind the spectacu
ar military selzure of political power in Italy Mus-
solini had with him a great majority opinion in that

ountry n the sense that

1e gave voice to ideas and

wetica rogramme to which that majority at
least ad no strenuous objection. or the revolution
ary worker uld hav ountercd Fascism with

I'o assume that the transformation from the
last form of slavery to freedom will come merely
as the result of slow changes in social viewpoints
and patehworp reforms secured by or granted to the
slaves by the masters appears to be as visionary and
unpraciical a state of mind to me as does revolu-
tion by force to ( says J. H. B. I did not use the
1erm slow 1in connection with soecial rhunges 50
far as | am aware. I said the process was one of

gradualism’’ and history bears cut the truth of
that descriptive term for the past, while the years
since Saint Simon down through Robert Owen and
Marx bear tribute to the ideological preparation that
necessarily precedes great social changes. Since the
Laissez-faire school dominated social theory approx-
mately at the beginning of the same period, and to
whom social reform was anathema, it has been an
age-of experimental social reforma, as for instance,
m soeial hygiene, in the nature of factory legisla
tion, shortening of working hours, reduction of
child labor, the establishment of hospitals and pub

i chmnies, public  parks and playgrounds, ete.

Great educational systems and public libraries
have been established, successive extensions of the
franchise have taken place and the anti-combina-
tron laws against trades unions abolished Dur
ing this time the centralized state, that mere po
liceman of the Laissez-faire school, has taken to
Alore and

iore, con‘rary to its own will and against the the

tself more and more of social powers

ry of self-help and individual enterprise, the state

concerning itself with the community as a whole
IS 4 going concern State socialism, state capital
sm, which you will, a rose by any other name will
smell as sweet—or stab your finger Further,
who can estimate the contributions of science to
this ferment; in anthropology from Lewis H. Mor-
gan down, in economic and political theory, in his-
ory, in social psychology and the rest of them. It
has, in faet, been an age of a vast preocenpation
with the soeial question, an age of preparation for
greater adventurs in social experiment

Has all this been the work of masters and
slaves? Bah, let us not make a perverted use of
words in seriousnes. Push the class struggle with
ratchwork re-
forms? Is an anaemic working class, stunted phy-
sically and mentally, and morally degraded, a like-
ly instrumentality for transforming the world? Is
not a strong, vigorous, self-reliant, intelligent and
knowledgable working eclass the desirable instru-
ment? I, at least, am sure so and say, scrutinize
those reforms I have mentioned, and if the battle
be to the strong and skilful see if they can not be
regarded in more ways than one as preparations,
if unconsciously designed ones, for the soecial re-
volution. Preparation!

all vigor, but in a civilized way

Leaving out palace re-
volytions, every political revolution with & new
social purpose must have been prepared for. And
power came to the modern capitalist class &1l

-
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down from the burgesses of the

along the way

towns in the middle ages, not by one means but by
many ways and means and by gradual accretions
of power

Pessimist, J. H. B. says' 1 am. 1 deny the in
putation! I am only concerned with Lringing those

into aection, into the revolutionary educationa

movement, into the political labor movement, int

the organized labor movement as their bent
clines them, who now sit idly by mmitted to
policy of drift and the reign of accident in soc
chaos Forlorn hope! Visionary, am | Wel
there are others! I have this fundamental insig
into life, however | know the huge par that fat
plays in it. I know that lu:k has a way of favor
ing those who deserve it I know that so fa:
we may ecntrol the future, within the
fate, 1t 18 done only by « iblishing 11
present, by 1nliuel ng events in the resent, b
doing things now i1 ! tul
as wisely as we ecan, and 1 ne the re S 1
we set 1 tran ' I ¢ 1 i y | 1
¢f material eausation which m neg
tive nearer realization Without 3 we peris
Fut let it look out on the world and not too muc
mward on our desires

In referring to my antagonism e | trin
of violent overturn my criti Savs Comrade (
seems to be obsessed with the weight. power and ef
1lcj(‘llt'_\ of the eapitalist regime t naustria ind
economical efficiency

He misreads me I never considered its eff

ieney in such a conneetion. What 1 have said was

in effeet, that the continued livelihood of any com
munity, loecal or. national, rested precariously on
maintainung econom:c relationships -with the rest
of the world. Based as those relationships are o
a system of international credits, in the cas f

civil war in any country over revolutionary issues
those relationships would be snapped, exports and
imports would cease automatically, the internal
economy would be disrupted and famine and de
privation of all the necessaries of life would worl
havoc among the population of the great commer
cial and industrial ecities. Chaos and a common
ruin was the prospect, rather than success for the
revolution [ referred to Great Britain, whos
population of forty-five million lives from hand to
mouth, importing from overseas 70 per cent. of its
foodstuffs. It seems to me that the irresponsil

ity of sheer madness or idiot folly alone wou

plunge such a community into civil war. The pat
asites (‘Hlll‘l be LHFL‘HH.\W’: out at a cheaper price
and would be only a flea bite on the national econ
cmy, so long as the mcans of production were set
free for the community’'s use It 1s not what a

} |}

parasitic class can consume that is the burden, but

their control

What the parasites consume is but a fraction of
the surplus they rob the community of, the rest is
turned mmto more mecans of production either at
Lome or abroad and entails a further aggravation
of a state of things where there is a greater pro
ductive capacity than there are means for purchas
ing consumable goods. Thus there is not alone a
direct robbery of the surplus products of labor
but an indirect sabotage on the community by a
aeliberate limitation of the production of goods. In
fact, capitalism has become a gigantic conspiracy
against civilization in that respect, for the progress
of civilization is marked, on its material side, by a
continual inerease of desires and wants and ways
and means of satisfying them. ‘“Controlled’’ pro-
duetion, tariff barriers, to destroy competitors, to
beat down the standard of living of the producing
masses, to ‘‘charge all the traffic will bear’’ are
the ways to a profitable price, are the only ways to
survival in the competitive life of capitalism. But,
at the same time, they are ways of sabotaging the
underlying peoples of the community. -And yet, if
eapitalism is assumed as the final goal of society,
world withont end, they are the only solutions of
its inherent contradictions. We are all caught in
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF CGANADA

PROPAGANDA

MEETINGS
EVERY SUNDAY

THEATRE ROYAL

SUNDAY DECEMBER 30th

Speaker: C. STEPHENSON

All meetings at 8 pm.
Questions. Discussion.
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Hence, the counter ¢ Britis i 1s the
development of Empire Trade, the 1 Confe i
ence, Protection plus Imperial Preference. Mean
vhile unemployment grows, the s! i life of
the workers falls, and internatio FFaseism, the
tool of international heavy indusir nbhiushingly
throws aside democratic form to crush the wo kers
hy force M. 1. DOBB
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RING IN THE NEW

HE year just gone, every day of it marked

by human strife in field, factory and wo %

shop, in national councils and in internation
al relationships, and every day of it witnessing the
pitiable conditions in which the tormented peoples
have striven to live may be marked down as a vear
well gone. It is mot that we would parade and
trade upon cumulative misery and rejoice that it
continues, rejoice, that is, that present incre:sed
suffering betokens the break-up But it would
seem that in viewing soeiety and its welfare as the
great consideration we are still far below Wa d’s
‘“last and highest landing in the great staircas- of
education.”’

While the industrial and agriecultural workers
cf this American continent have had their immed
iate every day problems, in the former case t'te
general problem of work and wages and in the
latter case the serious business of making ends
meet as producers and marketers of foodstuffs of
one sort or another, while their problems "ave
been acute enough they are almost beyond compan
ison with the conditions that have obtained i cer-
tain parts of the European wor!d. The once pow-
erful national fabric of Germany has beeu broken
and her people reduced to a state of famine. The
peace seems worse than the war, and still there go
along powerful military preparations ostensibly t
preserve the peace

There remains in 1924 the same caunsal ralations
existing between rich and poor that have marked
these past years, yet aggravated the more by pol
iciey of conquest and oppression set afoot by na
tional groups and powerful combinations who bave
3till more to gain. How long these courses w.a)
be pursued is quite naturally a matter for wonder
ment by all. The new year carries with it the
problems of the old. Surely they cannot magnif)

JOHN MacLEAN IS DEAD

EVERAL terms of imprisonment during the

war and after operated seriously against the

health of John MacLean, of Glasgow, Scot
land, a man well known and widely respected
throughout the world of Socialist educational and
propapanda circles. We learn of his death from
‘““The Forward’’ (Glasgow) :

““De mortuis nil nwi bonum. John Maclean
was a sore thorn in the flesh of the Labor and So
cialist Movement in the West of Scotland during
recent years, but none ever doubted his sinecerity
His conviction that machiavellian attempts were
made to poison him and that he was surrounded
by cabals seeking his destruction, colored all his
later years znd rendered him gey ill to thole. To-
wards the end his organization was simply an
anti-Labor Party, one trading largely upon his per-
sonal sufferings and sacrifices of its founder.

‘““But now that he is dead, we think of him
rather as the man who in earlier days of the Social-
ist Movement conducted a great and thankless pro-
paganda at the street corners. Peace to his
ashes!’’

In the war years the practice of ‘‘doctoring
prisoners’ food (C.0.’s, politicals and such like),

resulting in various ailments to mind and body
was much complained of It was in self-defence
against such pressure, presumably exerted offic-
ially to break the prisoners’ morale, that John
Masl.ean adopted the hunger strike practice. His
release from his first term found him, therefore,
reduced physically, and mentally from that time
on, by all reports, he had suffered all sort of imag
Ings concerning various designs made for his per-
sonal hurt His trust in human nature was

wrecked, and some of his friends were not beyond

Liis suspicions That is what ‘‘Forward’’ means
when 1t says he was hard to bear in the later years
We join with all comrades in the general sorrow

of his passing His devotion to the educational
field among the working class is well shown in the

Foreword’ to ‘‘First Principles of Working

Class Education™ (Clunie written gune 1920
The growing demand by vage-earners for
knowledge of history in all its branches and of
economies from a worker's as well as a capitalist’s
point of view 1s a natural reflex of the war, the
Russian Revolution, and the growing tension be
tween Britam and America in the rush for world

economic supremacy

The Government’s jugglery with its Bradburys
and the consequent rise of prices, the rapid amal
gamation of companies into trusts and interlocked
trusts, the transformations inside works along the
lines of scientific management, and the perpetual
repetition of the ‘‘inereased produetion’ eryv are
more immediate stimuli imeiting the more thought
ful of the workers to plumb to the depths the primn
ciples of human and social evolution and of polit
ical economy.

““These are the main circumstances that have
led to the permanent establishment of the Secottish
Labour College, the start of the CConnolly Memor
1al College 1n Ireland, the desire. for other Labor
Colleges in England besides the Labour College in
London, and the movement just beginning in Car
ada to establish a string of Labor Colleges right
across that vast territor

Very soon every village and hamlet in Scot
land will have its classes working in conjunction
with the Labor College. A tremendous thirst for
knowledge will then manifest itself Unfortun
ately, tutors and suitable text-books are scarce
However, these will emerge in due course once the
ploneer work of getting finance and organization
machinery has been accomplishe’d

MacLean in his early years had himself wit
nessed some evictions of the Scotch Highland
crofters by landlords’ agents and, as he himself
expressed it in ‘‘Condemned from the Doek,”” his
class bitterness had its root there and became an
obsession. Perhaps that accounts in some measure
for the fact that in these past few years he ran
out of step with most groups in the West of Scot
land, working class and otherwise. Anyway, an
other sincere and able working class educator has
passed from among us

HERE AND NOW.

E suppose that Socialists being akin to
the, wise men, never make resolutions
In spite of all temptations they meander
along solaced, if not comforted, with the thought
that all things come under change—and that in
cludes resolutions
Now in case any should fall from the straight
and narrow path of the dialecties, and should be
enticed into the ecamp of the resolutionists—they
«bound in plenty among the heathen—in such a
case we would be amiss in neglecting an oppor
tunity
Resolved, then, say we Here and Now, that in
1924 the Clarion subscription list will be extended!
As we write, the moon is.on its last quarter—
and so are we. 'Come, all ye faithful :—
Following, $1 each: John James, C. C. Kennedy,
. W. Blair, J. G. Randall, J. C. Budge, J. Carson,
E. Erwin, J. H. Moon, T De Mott, E. S. Robinson,
C. Woolings, F. Wood, C. F. Orchard, M. J. Knud-
sen, J. Caxon.

—

Lee Wilson, $5; J. A. McDonald. $4; W. Cun-
neham, $2; C. Lestor, $2; G. R. Donald, $3
Above, Clarion subseriptions received from

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND
Following, $1 each: T. Richardson, J. G. Ran-
dall, J. Carson, W. Cunneham, T. DeMott, E. S.
Robinson, Osear Motter, F. Neale. Miss William
son, J. Caxon \
Dave Watt, $5; P. A Askew, %2 Alex, and
Shepherd, $5.40
Above, C. M. F. receipts, from 15th to 28th
December nelusive—total, $22.40

TO E. RHODES

Tkis notice is “nserted here on the offchance that
Com. Rhodes may learn that several letters await
him in Vancouver and also a parcos. It might
Le (in view of the season) that the parcel contains

say—a plum pudding, and it would be a pity to
have to hold a post mortem on it. Hurry! Let’s
know where you are

TOOLS, THOUGHT AND LANGUAGE

Sociability with 1t8 conséquences, the moral
feelings, 1s a peeubiarity whieh distinguishes mag
Irom some, but not from all, animals. There are,
however, some peculiarities which belong to man
only, and whieh separate him from the entire an
imal world. These, in the first instance, are lan
guage, then reason. Man is also the only animal
that makes use of self-made tools. For all these
things, animals have but the slightest propensity,
but among men, these have developed essentially
new characteristics. Many animals have some kind

voice, and by means of sounds they can come to
some understanding, but only manshas such sounds
as serve as a medinm for naming things and actions
Animals also bave brains with which they think,
but the human mind shows, as we shall see later, an
entirely new departure, whieh we designate as reas-
enable or abstract thinking. Animals, too, make use
of manimate things which they use for certain pur
poses; for instance, the building of nests. Monkeys
sometimes use sticks or stones, but nlll_\‘ man uses
tools whieh he himself deliberately makes for par-
ticular purposes. These primitive tendencies among
ammals show us that the peculiarities possessed by
man ecame to him, not by means of some wonderful
creation, but by continuous development

Animals living isolated ean not arrive at such a
stage of development. It is only as a social being
that man can reach this stage. OQOutside the pale of
society, language is just as useless as an eye in dark-
ness, and is bound to die. Language is possible only
in sociely, and only there is it needed as a means by
which members may understand one another. All
social animals possess some means of understanding
each other, otherwise they would not be able to ex-
ecute certain plans conjointly. The sounds that
were necessary as a means of communication for
the primitive man while at his tasks must have de-
veloped into names of activities, and later into
names of things

The use of tools also presupposes a society, for
1* 18 only through society that attainments can be
preserved. In a state of isolated life every one has
to make discoveries for himself; with the death of
the discoverer the discovery also becomes extinet,
and each has to start anew from the very beginning.
It is only through®society that the experience and
knowledge of former generations can be preserved,
perpetuated, and dcveloped. In a group or body a
few may die, but the group, as sueh, does not. Tt re-
mains. Knowledge in the use of tools is not born
with man, but is acquired later. Mental tradition,
such as is possible only in society, is therefore neces-
sary. ¥

While these special characteristics of man are
inseparable from his social life, they also stand in
strong relation to each other. These characteris-
ties have not been developed singly, but all have

(Continued on page'8)

5th to 28th Deceiber, inclusive, —total, $31 \
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T’he World

HE hopes entertained by the capitalist world

of an improvemept in the situation of the

world’s economics in 1923 have met with but
a very slight degree of fulfilment. The improve
ment only extends to the United States, and certain
parts of Europe: above all to France and Belgium,
though it is very doubtful whether the improvement
in the two last-named countries is of a real char
acter. Jt appears to be bound up with the slow de
preciation of the rate of exchange. As we have
learnt by experience, and especially by the example
furnished by Germany, a depreciation of currency
1)l|l.\' causes a hoom so lullfj as the purchgsing powel
of the money standard is considerably higher in the

home market than in the world’s markets. So lor
as these conditions last, the counfry concerned is
capable of exporting to the world’s markets. But af
a certain point a change sets in—which ean be ob
served at present in its erudest form in Germany
the depreciation of the rate of exchange no longer
conceals the fact that in such countries{ production
1s objectively dearer, calculated’ in Sworking time
than in countries with a more stable valuta, this in
turn involving a rise in prices beyond that of the
world’s markets, despite a depreciated and falling
rate of exchange

The collapse of the capitalist world market is
still proceeding, and in even a more acute form. On«
symptom of this is the fact that the currencies of
the neutral European countries, which for so long
maitained their value as compared with the dol
lar, are now on the down grade: the Swiss franc
the Dutch florin, and the currencies of the Scandin
avian countries, are now all showing a decline In
rclation to the dollar

It is mteresting to observe m this connection
that two different circles have been formed in the
miiernational exchange of commoditius, correspond
Ing to the rates of exchange: the countries with d«
preciated currencies also form a circle umnn,t:{ them
selves. The exchange of commodities between coun
tries with a high value and countries with a low
valuta is becoming more and more difficult and re
stricted.

A glance at the various great economic areas
yields the following picture

The United States of America.

The boom in the United States reached its high
est point in the spring (March-April)
summer a certain slackening was observable. This

During the

is evidenced alike by statisties as to production and
foreign trade statistics. -

Production amounted to

Crude iron Steel Balance of steel Consumption

trust orders of cotton

(In thousands of tons) (In 1000 bales
May ... 3868 4196 6981 621
August 3435 3619 0415 492

In‘the eourse of the month of September a slight
improvement, seems to have set in again, but the
data concerning production have not vet heen pub
lished.

The point of decisive importance for us is the
fact that the American boom was incapable of rais
ing European economics to a higher level. And all
hope of it now doing so is past. Whilst the boom
in the United States reached a culmination during
the months of March, April and May that the bal-
ance of the United States showed an excess of im-
ports over exports, in June a change set in: foreign
trade showed a preponderance of exports over im-
ports. This means that more American goods were
thrown on the world’s markets than America pur-
chased abroad. There is thus no further hope of
America exercising a favorable influence on Europ-
ean markets already suffering from a crigsis. The
imports of the United States, which amounted to
398 million dollars in March, sank to 275 million
dollars by August. The hoped for revival of the
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European market by means of extensive purchases
on the part of America has thus proved illusory
The American economic reports are still optin

istic in tone, but more and more voices are to be

heard, especially in banking circles, expressing the

opinion that the favorable state of the American
markets cannot be maintained unless the European
markets are restored. They point out that even in

1922 Europt¢ absorbed 549 of the exports from the

United States. The farmers are also in favor of a

tion for the restoration of |f.u‘m_~ The price of
agricultural products in the United States is de
termined by the world’s market prices, and these

are determined by the prices which Europe is able t
pay. The very limited purchasing power of Europ¢
ibsorbed to an increasing degree by Russia! In

America, wheat has been used for feeding the cattle

I late [t 18 sugeested that credits be granted to
Goermany 1 the form of whe 1"\”|‘[\||v\ et ['he
readiness of the United States to take part in some¢

rt of solution of the reparation problem s t« b

ascribed to these facts

The British Empire

England 1s still in the most diffieult position of
all  the-countries of Europ« Her situation has
grown steadily worse during the period just el
apsed. The number of unemployed increases from
week to week, and it is calculated that by the New
Year there will be as many out of work as last
vear, if not more. The benefits derived by England
from the occupation of the Ruhr have already ceas

1 Besides this, the situation of the textile in
dustry continues to be extremely bad, and the re
riction of cotton produection is being prolonged
from month to month. The Iinglish political e
momists appear to be more and more inelined to
abandon the hope that England will be able to feed
her population by exporting industrial articles in
exchange for food and raw materials Absolute
perplexity prevails. Attempts are being made to
improve KEnglish agriculture, and to organize emi
gration to the English settlement colonies: all the
traditions of English political economy are being
called into doubt; protective duties and inflation of
currency are being demanded !

The British Imperial Conference has been en
gaged in the attempt to convert the Empire into
a self-sufficing economic whole, able to remain aloof
from the rest of the world behind its system of pre
ferential duties. But the deliberations showed that
the economic position of the various English colonies
varies far too much to allow of the possibility of
such a plan being realized. (Canada’s interests lie in
the development of its industries, and it is already
much more closely bound up with the United States
than with England. And in other co.onies inde
pendent industries have also sprung up since the
war, and these would be very unwilling to submit
to a new policy. This is especially the case with
India. While on the other hand there is in England
itself a strong party of industrial and comme:cial
capitalists which is strongly opposed to the idea of
a self-surficing British Empire; these circles stand
in fear of increased prices of food, which would re
sult in higher costs of production, and ultimately in
decreased competitive power in the world’s markets

It would seem as if the divergence of interests is
so great, that it is impossible for any unified econ-
omic policy to be arrived at. The confused condition
of English economies is aptly characterized by the
tendency being shown by very influential circles of
industrial capital to take up the idea of an inflation
policy, though perhaps not openly. In this regard
the speech made at Glasgow by Geddes, the presi
dent of the powerful Federation of British Indus-
tries, is extremely characteristic. In the course of
this address he expressed his doubts whether the
country would be able to bear, in addition to all oth-
er difficulties, the sacrifice demanded hy a continual

Lconomic Situation of 1923

mprovement in the value of the Irrency Defla
had been carried on to a great extent for a num

f vears For a number of vears the value of the

1d as compared with the dollar has been raised

e ‘had been a frightful burden of unemployment
tion had been terribly heavy. There should ecer

nly be some sort of connection between the coun
try's financial policy and the economie situation. Ir
nternational commerce, a poliey of continuous defla
n and continuous sinking of prices signified a dis

ement of trade, an 1mcrease of the burden of in

ternational debt, and a constant exertion to =dapt
11 s and costs of produetion to the constantly
sinking price leve [t seemed to him (Geddes) that
added an unbearable burden to those Mrrali}

ng carried 'hese burdens uld be lightened
by }.vr.‘l\ less excelusively devoted to the immprove
ment of the rate exchange. with America, and

more to the restoration of permanent economic con
lition I'he speaker further announced that the re
port of the commission appointed by the Federation
f British Industries for the purpose of studying

juestion would be published within a few days

dea of introducing a system of protective
‘uties*® and of bringing about neo-Malthusianism,
are best proofs that the English political economists
have lost all nope of the restoration of the conditiond

once vital to England in the economics of the world.
France and Belgium.

A\t the present moment the economie situation of
France and Belgium appears to be the most tavor
able of all Europe. The number of unemployed re
corded 1s very small; France employs more and
more foreign labor As already mentioned above,
this i1s to be xli;n'H‘} ascribed to the gliidllal fall in
the rate of exchange. This renders it possible for
French and Belgian industry to sell their goods on
the world’s markets, and to enter into keen competi
tion with England and the United States The
English press has lately been filled with complaints
about the intrusion of the produects of the French
wool and metal industries into the markets of Eng-
land itself. The Bradford Chamber of Commerce
recently demanded that the government should in-
troduce protective duties in favor of the English
wool industry Within the last few days the French
newspapers published reports as to an agreement
said to have been come to between France and Eng
land, in accordanée with which the products of the
Ruhr valley, which have accumulated during the
period of the Ruhr occupation, are not to be dumped
cn to tire English markets. (Matin, 25 October®)
As already mentioned above, French and Belgian
economics appear to be flourishing in the same man-
ner as was the case with Germany in the vears 1921
and 1922

Germany

At the present time, Germany's economic situa
tion i1s characterized by a complete reversal in the
matter of prices. After the middle class has been
entirely expropriated by means of the inflation, a
state of affairs has been arrived at compelling the
middlemen selling to the final consumers—the small
dealers, craftsmen, inn-keepers, etc.—to resort to
calculating in gold marks, in order to avoid being
left ahsolutely without the means for renewing
stock. This has swept away the last appearances of
cheap production and economice prosperity; produe-
tion 1 Germany is in effect dearer than in the
world’s markets. This has given rise to an acute

®* The Prime Minister, Baldwin, again expressed

himself a short time ago as decidedly in favor of the
iptroduction of protective duties.

* The organ of French heavy industry. 1'Usine,
Oct. 27, confirms this report, and observes that this
has been a friendly service, and that the reserve
stock of iron accumulated in the Ruhr has not ex-
ceeded 100,000 tonms,

(Continued on page 6)
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Scabbery and Unionism

Y HA wWords
S hvious
LPress
vious
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ng
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Y I a
S sal of
1 ! 1 dad
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S ¢ n
{ S r iornm i there
ng that 1 nds mdispensable 1o
ntnres s th {lvnamie
stin ntal effort heer necessily com
rate t I i vOorid mort
ind 1 irs of trus I s of manufae
¢ by 301 nsiant attempts
redu t Income ntiict never-ending em
barassmel n their wage and sSdia i deperdents
To t} { se they are forced m part, il noi alto
cether, | etition and often by the competition
I men usir cap labour in fore gn couniries
But tnes nions of manufacturers wno operate
siries 1l izhh the agency h‘.rwl
ubordina rether w the proletariat constitute
two faetors of whieh society is the sum therefore
ne wors ( ne en masse by bhoth 18 a soc¢:ial effort
and be i st a naturs individual from e.ther
v 3 S icht to savy what the recompense
rece ( it er members of s class shail be
[hat a eorpora-e affair and can only be dec ded
by 1 \ interested members of the

they belong: in the case of the

18 known the world

48 a4 union
The eternal rv between this class of union
and those of the employvers is nothing less than the
etamorphosis he strnggle for existence that
started hundre thousands of vears ago 1n the
ngi inda that 1S AST un the economie¢ emadan
cipation of mar complete. since it is to a large
exter I g tl pedaium ol hese 1nstruments
hat human:ty gles upwardas Ea*h 1s fand
IONIng mani ¢ ntial to the needs of future
SOC1€ forms evelop. nz industry anG com
nerece f« S St jevelopinz a race thail
I preciate he hest advantage its
inificen nlie
in t niear nteresting to con
Sicle im what | W e 1gnt t e rd our neces
ser intere v nd he scab referred to
more politely . strikclbreaker, and admitted
by his patrons 11l measure of respeetability
by the use of the euphom term replacement
man
Perhaps he I o much to blame after all

Let us hope that for the sake of the reputation and
Lonour of humani-v that he does not realize the 1m
port of his actions; thai he thinks in the terms of
the last eentury when his forefather usinz his own
tools worked as an individual and had a right to
dispose of his labour-power in any manner he chose
To such let us be kindly-disposed, and demonstrate
to his satisfaetion that he is an instance of atavism
and that

It may be that he helps in furthering human
evolution, but his efforts can only be compared to

his ideals are gradually becom'ng extinet

a erawling inse-t that in ‘rying to satisfy the needs
of its stomach, pinches man and forees him to con-
sider that his condition is not such as it ought to
be

But this is not all for which he is responsible,

since a final victory of scabbery over unionism would
ean that there could be only one obvious culmin-
n to the ever-dwindling standard of living: it
1d sink to the lowest possible ebb consistent
h the merest existence
he strike-breaker therefore not only covers his
me with obloquy, but he is battling for a system

that wounld presently land millions of the indus-
“ial proletariat in a condition of penury that ob-
ns to a large extent in India today, where ac-

cording to the Rev. D. M. Rose of Kangra, India,
ho made the following statement to the Vancouver
members of the Women’s Canadian Club on March
““Eighty

have no in:ierests outside

1921 the conditions are as follows
ent of the people
their farms: there is wealth’” Mr. Rose continued,
ihe mass of the peaple have to eke a mere ex
nce frem the land. The curb of wealth de
scends abruptly to poverty An average family
s on $75.00 per annum’’; to which we might add
21 that means $6.25 per month, and a dearth of
everything that goes to make a man fitted for world
itizenship and therefore, under favourable eircum
<tances. a tool of those war-lords belonging to any
ore of the great powers, that have often proved a
menace to the existenee of eivilized society
Compare this condition with that of the youth-
Maharaja of Cooch Behar whose picture, with
this informa‘ion underneath, appeared 1n the Fam-
iy Herald and Weekly Star for November 28th
last. This seion of a royal house 1s seven years
old and receives an income of $150,000 per month,
a sum sufficient to support 24,000 families, or allow-
ing an average membership of four ro each family,
population of 96,000 people
Usually the possession of such an income 18 de
fended on the ground that 1t 18 a fair recompense

for brain-power, but here there can be no such ex-

cuse for.an infant of seven who by the time he 18
twenty-one will have _whether a genius or an idiot,

saved. squandered, or used up the colossal sum of

€25 200,000, while the average ipcome of one of his
‘s in that tiime, according to the figures quot

subjec
It is hardly possible

ed above, amounts to $1050.00
that the most ardent capitalist desires to see such
conditions develop; nevertheless that does not help

the case at all since sentiment 1S powerless in this

instance.

Whether we like it or not, the inexorable laws
of competition force drastic action amongst the
combatants, action that 18 of supreme 1mportance 1
sharpening the wits of the race

Let us hope that the ‘‘scab’ environed by all
the appurtenances of strike conditions will receive
a mental shock sufficient to make him realize his
irue position

When: that happens he will become a valuable
acqnisition to the great labour-union army.

Let us hope that the tume 1s not far distant when
2 world awakened to a sense of its responsibilities
will leave no pretext for the presence of dehuman
izing ““scabbery’’ and that the time will soon be
here when the unions of the world of all deserip-
tions, amalgamated by necessity, siall materialize
the dreams of the prophets, poets, and sages of his-
tory in the ‘‘Federation of the World, The Par

2]

liament of Man

F. W. MOORE.
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THE WORLD EOONOMIC SITUATION OF 1938.
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crisis in the finding of markets. Unemployment
grows from day to day, and when we call to mind
the unemployment in the Ruhr distriet, eoncerning
which we have no data, we can estimate the number
of those out of work as fa» exeeeding a million and
the number on short time at several milbons.

The transition to the gold mark calculation re-
veals the absolute improverishment of Germany.
Those shops which sell articles of general use, cloth-
ing, footwear, etc., are bare of customers. The gen
eral improvishment of the whole middle and work-
ing classes is such, that there are no purchasers for
such goods at the present prices. The profits which
the tradesmen hoped to gain by adopting the gold
mark caleulation are not realized owing to the lack
of buyers. Since prices have risen the foreigner
has disappeared as a buyer. The rich peasantry
are already well supplied with industrial articles;
the poor peasantry are equally unable to buy, for
they are heavily burdened by the new taxes, and
the frightful rate at which money loses n value ren-
ders them afraid of putting their slight surplus of
food products-on the market. German economists
have thus become involved in a erisis of such acu-
teness as is probably unexampled in the history of
capitalist economies. The unsolved reparation ques-
tion. the tendeney to disruption in the Reich itself,
the hopeless situation of German finances, all these
contribute to increase the hopelessness of German
economics.

In spite of the fresh taxes, in spite of the aband-
onment of the resistence in the Ruhr area, expendi-
ture rose more than the dollar in the 10 days be-
tween the 10th and 20th October. Again the state
revenues do not eover one per cent of the expendi-
ture: 99% is covered by the printing of banknotes.
And no bourgeois government will be in the least
able to alter these conditions.

Japan.

Japan is an ultra-European great power whose
economic progress has received a severe set-back
owing to the earthquake catastrophe. The inner
economics of Japan naturally show, at the moment,
a certain revival as a result of the extensive work
of restoration, but there is no doubt Japan is par-
alysed for a time as a factor in international econ-
omics. The Japanese catastrophe has caused cer-
tain favorable economic effects in other countries,
especially in the silk industry of Italy and France,
in the same way as the Ruhr oecupation improved
the trade of other countries; this, however, is de-
void of significance for the world’s economics as a
whole

To sum up, we can only repeat that, with the ex
ception of the United States, where a satisfactory
amount of economic prosperity may be looked for
for a eonsiderable period, although the boom of this
spring may mnot be repeated, the economics of the
whole capitalist world, and above all of the Eur-
opean capitalist ecountries, are still in a state of
chronic erisis. Indeed, we may sufely assert that
the sitnation of European economies has rather de-
teriorated than improved during the period just
passed through.
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PAGE SEVEN

Marginal Utility

HE marginal utility theory of value is the
theory that is used by all the professors of
economics in all the universities throughout
the eapitalist world at the present time, to explain
why, in the majority of cases, it is necessary for us
to give something in anything we
want instead of getting it for nothing. This theory
i5 therefore the only one worthy of consideration

exchange for

as a rival of the labor theory of value

For many years it has been the custom of the
opponents of the labor theory of value, when writ
ing a book on economiecs, to state the theory much
the same as it was first stated by the classieal.econ
omists, without making any distinetion between in
dividual labor and social labor, between necessary
lebor and waste labor, or between labor and labor
power, and then, after having confused the propos:
tion as much as possible in this way, proeceed to
rbolish it, and replace it by some other theory of
value more acceptable to the capitalist ¢lass, and
sinee the invention of the marginal utility theory
it appears to be the favorite for that purpose

At the present time, however, very few of the
professors of economics take the trouble to mention
the labor theory of value at all, or if they do give
it mention, it is merely to remark that even the
Socialists have abandoned it. The fact of the mat
ter 1s that they have found it a dangerous theory to
monkey with, so they try to avoid it by ignoring it
altogether, and represent the marginal utility theory
as the only possible method of explaining exchange
value.

Now this marginal utility theory of value as 1t
i1s generally defined and explained by its exponents
is somewhat diffiecult for an ordinary person to un
derstand, and it has cost me a considerable amount
of study and meditation to get to the bottom of it,
but I think I have solved ¢he problem at last, and
if I am mistaken I hope the columns of the Clarion
are open to any person who may wish to correet me
To make a long story short, the theory has never
heen explained to my satisfaction, so I have decided
to explain it to suit myself, and if possible make it
clear to others as well, taking as the basis of m)
analysis a few of the definitions and illustrations
supplied by two of its foremost advocates

Before commencing our investigation however
it may be well to point out that our aim is to find
what determines the exchange value of ecommodities,
or on what basis do commodities exchange one with
another. This is the question that the marginal
utility theory is supposed to answer
remember that buying and selling 's merely trading.
using money as the medium of exchange.

We must also

Let us now examine some of the evidence. Our
first exhibit is a definition of marginal utility given
by Professor Richard T. Ely in his book ‘“The Ele-
mentary Principles of Economics.”” He tells us
here that marginal utility is ‘‘ Utility under a condi-
tion of scarcity. To possess value, a thing must be
able to satisfy wants, and it must exist in less than
suffieient quantity to satisfy all wants.”’

Read that definition again, and ponder over it,
and meditate on it, because it contains the keystone
of the whole marginal utility theory. = It also con-
taine the snag that punctures the baloon. Note,
that no matter how useful a thing may be, it has no
value unless it is scarce. And conversely, if a
thing sells for a priee, it must therefore possess val-
ue, and this fact in itself is conelusive proof that it
is scarce, because if it existed in sufficient quantity
to satisfy all wants it would possess no value and
consequently could have no price, so in that case we
would get it for nothing. You ean’t get away from
the logic of the argument. It is impregnable.

Our next witness is Fred Rogers Fairehild, Pro-
fessor of Economies in Yale University. Professor
Fairchild is the author of a book just off the press
entitled ‘‘Essentials of Economies.’”’ It is, right up
to date in every respect, and as we wish to be up to

By F. J. MeNEY

the minute ourselves we will follow Professor Fair
child from now on. In this book the Professor tells
us that ““the marginal utility of anything to any per
son decreases with every increase in the quantity
which he possesses This deereasing tendeney of
the marginal utility of anything to any person is
called the ““law of diminishing utility Professor
Fairehild illustrates how this law works in buving
Laseballs, evidently under the impression that buy
ing baseballs will be more interesting to university

students than anything else. However, as the ma

Jority of Clarion readers are, no doubt, pig philoso
phers like myself, 1 will give the illustration in
lcaves of bread. Tr.e idea 1s to show how the util

ty of anything to any person decreases from the

Eighest point of utility, whieh is called final or mar
ginal utility. This lowest point is reached wher
ever utility comes in contact with searcit) [
other words, it is a collision of diminishing utility
with scarcity that determines value But if there

1s no searcity, there is no margin, and consequently
there can be no collision, so the utility keeps on dim
mishing until it disappears altogether, and with it
zoes value, and both are lost forever in the un
fathomable depths of abundance

Now sappose you were out on the desert some
where starving to death, and just when you were
about to croak, a bread merehant came along with
a wheelbarrow load of bread and offered to sell you
a loaf for ten dollars. You would not stop to hag
gle with him over the price, vou would not have
loaf of bread would

trme, and besides, a appeal

cheap to vou at ten dollars, under such circum
stances, because jts IllIIIY_\ to you would be absol
ute, it wounld save vour life. So you would give him
the ten dollars, and devour the loaf. DBut now that
vour hunger has been appeased 1o some extent, you
would be in a position to bargain over the price of
the seecond loaf. You would want another loaf of
course, but you would not want it so much as you
did the first one, consequently you would not pay
so much for it You would perhaps pay eight dol
lars for the second loaf, and so on down the scale
until you had consumed ten or a dozen loaves, and
wore fairly well ““fed up’ for the time being, then
vou might buy one more loaf at the price of say a
nickel, to take with vou in case you got hungry
again on the way home But that would be all
Your wants are now all satisfied, and as far as you
are eoneerned the hottom has dropped out of utility
entirely No doubt, the bread merchant would
cffer to sell you the remainder of his stock for a
nickel a loaf, but you would tell him to take the re
mainder of his loaves and go ‘““over on the other
Bread

would have no more exchange value to you just

side’” where Conan Doyle’s friends live

then. because you could not use any more of it. But
suppose there had been a scarcity of bread. Sup
pose the peddler only had six loaves, and ten were
necessary to satisfy your wants. Then the last loaf
would still have considerable exchange value to you
because the utility value of bread to youn had not
vet been exhauted.

Of course you understand that nothing like this
actually takes place, it is merely a supposition, a
theoretical proposition to illustrate how the law of
diminishing utility works from the highest point,
absolute utility, to the lowest point, the margin of
uility which is supposed to determine exchange val
ue. What actually happens is as follows:

You walk into a bakery to b‘u_v a couple of loaves
of bread. You may not even be hungry at the time,
but you know you will be in a few hours. You find
that loaves of the same weight are all the same price
no matter whether you buy one or fifty. But you
don’t want fifty loaves, they would only spoil before
you got them used up, so you buy two or three loaves
at, say a dime each, enough to do you for two or
three days. And now, your wants are all supplied
in the matter of bread just for the present, and so
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The difference between the water out in the
mountains, ard the water in the city, is a difference
of ““great expense l'here is ““great expense’’ con

nected with bringing the water into the eity, and this
‘‘great expense’’ makes it scarce, and the scarcity
gives it exchange value, and there vou are. Why
il is as simple as falling off a log, and I never no-
ticed it before. There is one question yet to be an-
swered, however: the Professor has forgoiten to
state, and I have not got the least idea myself. what
it is that causes this ‘‘great expense.”” Why there
should be any ‘‘great connected with
building reservoirs, digging tunnels and ditches, and

(Contipned on page R)
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laying pipe, to bring the water long distances into
the city, is a mystery to me, and why this “‘great
expense ' should make the water scarce after it is in
the city, is a greater conundrum still. But every-
body knows how scarce water is in the average city
under normal conditions. And it is the ‘“‘ereat ex
pense’’ that makes it scarce. And—well there vou
are. Professor Fairehild is some logician that’s a
cinch

Let us now sum up our analysis and see what con
clusions we have arrived at. Our first conclusion
18, that according to the marginal utility fheory of
value there is not one single commodity at the pre-
sent time, that is, not one single thing that requires
labor for is produetion and distribution, that exists
in sufficient quantity to satisfy all the wants of so
ciety, not even the eommodity labor power. The
idea is a Joke. of course. Tt is so absurd that I
doubt if 1t would be possible to find many exponents
of the marginal utility theory who would even at
temaipt to defend sueh a hypothesis if it eame to
show down. But suppose we grant them their pre
mises; we can even afford to do that. Let us as
sume for the sake of argument that there is a scar
city of all commodities in human society at the pre
sent time,and that it is this searcity that gives them
exchange value. What then? Now we are forecel
to follow this assumption up with another one We
must assume that if we were to speed up industry to
such an extent that it would be possible to supply all
eommodities in sufficient quantity to Satisfy all *
wants of society, then exchange value would -lis
zppear altogethier; and those stubborn contrary arti
cles of commerce would absolutely refuse to be ex
changed one for another on any hasrs. In other
words, according to the marginal utility theory of
value, it would be impossible to trade a bushel of
wheat for a necktie if both wheat and nee':ties ex
isted in sufficient quantity to satisfy all wants be
cause in that case neither wounld have any exchange

PLATFORM

Socialist Party of
Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada affirm our alleg-
lance to, and support of the principles and programme
of the revolujionary working class

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all
wealth. The present economic stystem is based upon
capitalist ownership of the means of production, conse-
quently, all the products of labor belong to the capital-
ist class. The capitalist is, therefore, master; the
worker a slave.

So long as the capitalist class remains in possession
of the reins of government all the powers of the State
will be used to protect and defend its property rights in
th emeans of wealth production and its control of the
produet of labor.

The capitalist system gives to the ‘capitalist an ever-
swelling stream of profits, and to the worker, an ever
increasing measure of misery and degradation.

The interest of the working class lies in setting
itself free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition
of the wage system, under which this exploitation, at
the point of production, is cloaked. To ncoompv:h
this necessitates the transformation of capitalist pro-
perty in the means of wealth production into socially
controlled economic forces.

The irrepressible conflict of interest between tHe
capitalist and the worker necessarily expresses itself
as a struggle for political supremacy. This is the
Class Struggle. £

Therefore we call upon all workers to organize un-
der the banner of the Socialist Party of Canada, with
the object of conquering the political powers for the
purpose of setting up and enforcing the economic
programme of the working class, as follows:

1—The transformation, as rapidly as possible,
of ecapitalist property in the means of
wealth production (natural resources, factor-
fes, mills, railroads, etc.) into collective
means of production.

2—The organization and management of indus-
try by the working class.

3—The establishment, as speedily as possible,
of production for use instead of production
for profit.

value whatever. And I say unto youn that not even
Solomon 1n all his wisdom was arraved witk a head
szt could have conzocted - theovy like t! at

Now, if you have read this article carefully yoa
krnow as mueh about the marginal ntility theory of
value as I do, and it is pos.ible that I know almosi
as mueh about 1t as some of its exponents How
ever, I may be mistaken may have® cverlooked a
point or two, and if I have, I hope that some person
who understands the theo
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Hyperion turns his ehariot once more towards the
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Correspondence

Editor, Western Clarion
Dear Comrade
Comrade Lestor visited the Stanmore Local and spoke
the Municipal Hall at Stanmore on Thursday evening
December 13th, and at the Westover School on Dec. 14th
Both meetings were well attended and some literature
sold. Owing to the fact that the population of the district
has been reduced by at least one half during the past year,
the audiences were not 8o large as the former meetings
of Com. Lestor But the sympathy and interest of the
audience was easily discerned, there being instead of op
position signs of encouragement and hope. In working in
our district Com. Lestor has a fertile field: 959% of the
farmers are sa deep in debt, (heavily involved, as the banks
put it); they are beginning to see that there is pesitively
no hope of them ever having a home they can cal] their
own By a heavy provincial debt, a heavier federal debt,
besides private debts, which altogether according to Mr
Fream the drought commissioner averages $9,000 per half
section farming is a burden so heavy that those with the
strongest backs and weakish heads are beginning to
weaken and are reversing the place of their strength
Family after family has moved out and stiil they go
Some are dazed and do not know what happened to them,
nor how it happened. They do not kpow it was a well
planned skinning game from the beginning The home
stead laws were so0 framed that he was doomed in the
beginning. He got 320 acres and in order to secure patent
to the land a $300 house had to be built and at least 80
acres broken, etc. This required more capital than most
of us had. The machiné combine had agents traveling in
all direction, inducing the future farm slave to buy machin
ery No difficulty was experienced in buying a complete
outfit on time Not much difficeulty was experienced in
getting an extension of credit until the homesteader had
proved up. After he had proved up he was forced to pay
up. The only way he could pay was to borrow: he was
now the owner of 160 acres. The loan shark appeared and
like the machine agent he was working on commission and
therefore anxious and keen for business. They had beau
tiful arguments to prove to the future farm slave that
since he was borrowing it was wise and “good business”
to get all he could
The trick was done. Now the farm slave toils, his wife
and children toil, but there i8 no hope He was caught
in a web so carefully woven that there is no hope of es
caping
“Let us build elevators of our own” was their first at-
tempt at emancipation. It failed. Other red herrings fol-
low in rapid succession; farmer “organizations” “co-op-
eration,” “education,” “group government,” “farper gov
ernment” "and recently the wheat pool The farm slave
has been more or Igss successful in his bogus attempts at
bettering his condition, but his misery and poverty con
tinues and deepens. For him there is no hope under the
system. This fall the farm slave’s wagon Las made deep
ruts in the roads by hauling the master’s grain. Although
he has raised so much wheat that the hauling has ruined
the roads, his own condition is not improved. Most of them
are beginning to see that all they need from now on is a
thorough explanation of his proper function in capitalist
society. He is a slave of the farm and the next thing is
to point the way of emancipation. In this task Comrade
Lestor is doing splendidly and the comrades of the Stan-
more Local have pledged themselves to assist, each ac-
cording to his means and ability in this as yet unthankful
but encouraging and worthy task.
And why not? The farm slave nas “nothing to lose
but his chains, and a world to gain.”
Yours for Socialism,
S. V. VALISCO,
3 Stanmore (Alberta) Local No. 110.
Deec. 17th, 1928.

TOOLES, THOUGHT AND LANGUAGE.
(Continued from page 4)

progressed in common. That thought and langu-
age can exist and develop only in common is known
to everyone who has but tried to think of the nature
of his own thoughts. When we think or donsider,
we, in faet, talk to ourselves; we observe then that
it is impossible for us to think clearly without using
words Where we do not think with words our
thoughts remain indistinet and we can not combine
the variouns thounghts. KEvery one can realize this
from his own experience. This is because so-called
abstract reason 1s perceptive thought and can take
place only by means of perceptions. Perceptions
we can designate and hold only by means of names.
Every attempt to broaden our minds, every attempt
advance our knowledge must begin by distin-
guishing and classifying by means of names or by
giving to the old ones a more precise meaning. Lan-
guage is the body of the mind, the material by which

tll human seience can be built up

Continued In next issue.)
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