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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

OEPARTMEN-^ OF AGRICULTURE. NOV

SEASONS OF 1913-1914

IlY V. 1>IM)A« Tomi, Fol I.-HWHIK I.NHI'KI TOR.

IN tin- llliilitli of (hti.liiT. V.tll, lliiTi' \V«"ri' ll«lf(l nil till- rcninlH of tlio

m>|iiirtiii(-iit of Aai'lrultiiri- tlic niiiiicM of IHMi Iwc-ktH'iJtTM ill the

I'rovliKf, mill It Is t'HtlniiitiMl tliiit llnTc art' [irolmbly iiboiit 2<»i) more

witli wlioiii till' Hvc liiN|if(torH liiivc fulled to K<'t Into tom-li. From
III! known licc-k('('i«'rM tlirro whs rniin-stnl a lioncy-rrop reixirt for

tlio j-cnrs !!ii:i 141111 IHU, and .'{s." kindly ri'siMiiidnl. Ilrlctly stated,

we got the following results :—

roIonloH
I

In April.
I

rrop In
I'uiintlH.

Avorase
por lllTo.

1014

l,11»l

2,i;i7

37.782
117.275

31.7
54.S

If we nssnme that those reimrtlnj: are fairly reprewiitatlve iKHr-keeiH-rs. then

n little ealeiilatloii will show that the total honey-crop of the rrovliice In 101.'!

was probably nlM)nt '» tons, and In I'.iU from l."i> to 2itt» tons.

Four years ago there was fairly uiianlnions aare<'iiieiit aiuoiiK the heo-keepers

vlslte<l by the Iiisp<><t.irs that Ilritlsh ('olnmbla was a riitlier poor lioe eountry.

r.«'t us take the reports and leani what lljsht they throw on the sHhJe<-t.

First, let It be said that a country Is (onsldered a iJoisl one for liees wlieii a

skilled l)«s'-ke<'iK'r can (h'p<'n<l i'l«>n n <rop of ."(I ii>. a iilve. one year with anotlier.

The year 1!li;5 was -i-oiisidered liy many to lie the worst seasiai for twenty .vi'ars In

British Colunilila ; 1014 was d»t>med above tlie averaKe, so we have the extremes

of S(H>d and bad. As a sample of what i-onstltnti's a poor year elsewlicre, one may

refer to tlie rrovliice of Ontario, where skilled b(H'-keopers report an averajie of

10 lb. a hive In 1014.

Now, we have very few skilled liee-ktH'pers in ISrItlsli Coiuiiibia, yet the reports

indicate an nvenige crop of over .'{1 lb. a liive in l!»i;5. If we si'lect out of the

reiwrts the apiaries reportlnt; .'{I lb. a hive or over, we will find that lirty-six bee-

keeiiers witli ."2.") {•oloiiies prisiiici'd 27..sa2 lli. of b' 'ey, or nn average of ."h{ lli. to

the hive, while a20 bc<'-keeiK'rs owning t'ltiii hives • :luoed O.iCO lb., an average of

15 lb. to tlie hive. It begins to look as If a very -or ser.s<Mi in British Columbia

would lie called a good season anywhere else.

Exaniinliig the figures for 1014 in the same way. wi lind ninety-tliree liee-keepers

who reiiort an average prodiutlon alsive <!() lb. TIn'y owned a total of 77H colonies

and raiseil (i.".;{."2 lb. of honey, being an average of S4 lb. <»ii the other hand. 2it2

iH-e-keeiiers owning 1.3."0 (oloiiles produced .1S.S24 lb., being an average of 20 lb.

lK>r hive.





!^^

The .liorp ncurm .eeni to .ugu- «t thnt the dllfereno.- between a rtmed aiwl •!)

iiMkllled »»e-koe|H.r wiwlrt* li> thin: thnt tlie former get. a rrop of honey three

ttniea aa great «« ilnea the latter.
.. ^ , .

If we tHk« the "above avenigo" ro|K.rt« for 1013 by In«iK^i«r« dUtrlota. we

And that In the «knn.i»iu .i<«<» Th«ni|».«i lUver country IIT colon laa produced

IfitA lb., an avcrnne of tI7 lb.; In the Kootwiay and Arrow Lake region 111

coloulea yleUfc-«l .'..IW lb., ni. average of -W lb.-, In the liower Kraaer Valley and

Vauc-ouver Ulund region a»7 .-.lonle,. giive 14.»IW1 lb., an average of 00 lb.

Examining ll»14 In the wiine way, we And thnt Okanagan and Tlionipaon niver

DIatrlct jwaaeamnl 101 roloulea yielding ir,.:«10 lb., an average of 96 lb.; K-^twfy

and Arrow I^ke region. ]4« colonle. prcHlucIng ll.ir.0 lb., an average of 7S lb.;

Lower Frnw-r and Van.t..iver Inlnnd h..d 471 c..l.wU«a yielding 38.824 lb., an average

While the^e ngurea are m<*t exwilent. eaiKKlally when we conalder how few

really good bee-keeiieri. there are In Britlah Columbia, they, aa a matter of fact,

merely suggest the imsKlbllltlea of honey i.roduttlon. for reiKirta of an average of

ISO lb. iier hive and over are not um-oramon.

We alHO learn that In lltU In all i>robablllty onr honey production equalled

conaumntlon. The rather audden upward movement In pro.lu(t«on. combined with

a decld«l tendency toward* lower conHun.ptlon. will dnubtlev.8 In some diatrlcta

d..|ay the n.arketing of the cn-p. It must Ik, nMneu.berea that the wholesale houaea

uauilly c-ontract for Calirornla honey al«.ut Slarch. and that therefor., these obllga-

tlona are still In fori-e. Furlherinore, the honey-<rop Is not a ahort-i«rlod product.

my Its ^nsumptlon Is ne«.ssarlly spread over the yenr. being moat In demand when

perishable fruits are sturce. The averaije b.H.-kee,a.r should therefore endeavour

to sell as much as he can Iwnlly. si.readlng the sale as much as ixwalble over the

whole year. What he should .ultlvate Is a line of steady customers.

The i>eople of British folumbia are rather small .ousuroera of honey, ao there

exists n very excellent iK>tentlnl market that should develop with a little effort on

the part of the bee-keepers.

One bet-keei>er thouKhtfully reported thnt he had sold 200 lb. of hla crop

Iwally In quart sealers at (!5 cents a quart net. Then he shipped 400 lb. In pint

and quart Schram sealers, a do7.en to the case, to the City Market. Vancouver, where

the honey sold on an aven.ge at 7.'. cents a .pmrt. D«luctlng freight, containers,

c-ommlsslon, and other chtirgcs. he got 17 cents a imund for the honey.

Like all other farm pr<Hlu<ts. the more tempting honey can be presented to

the buyer the better a price It will command. It may Just aa well be frankly

aald that the average be«-keeper In the I'rovlnce la not getting hla product In flrst-

dnsa nmrketable shape. To \w tempting, extracted honey must be bright and

sparkling not In the least cloudy, and of a light-golden colour.- Now, when Judging

honey at local agrlcnltural exhibitions, the writer finds that most of what Is shown

Is dull and cloudy, due to the presence of particle*, of wax and pollen. This condi-

tion follows If honey Is cool when extructtnl. To remdy the trouble the honey

should be slowly warmed to a temiK?rature of about 140 degrees. wh°n all the

particles will rise to the surfac- and can then be skimmed off. The wood enclosing

section honey should 'je scraiK-d clean. Inside as well as out. with a Jack-knife.

The Inspectors are agreetl that on quality alone British Columbia honey wUl

some day hold a high reputation. Honestly, they know of nothing better.

ORDERING SUPPLIES FOR 1916.

Now Is the time to order bee supplies. Although In 1014 the dealers made

preparations for bl(,' increase of business, yet the end of June found not a hive,

frame or sheet of foundation In their hands. It will therefore be wise for every

bee-keeper to notify his dealer as to how much he exi)ect8 to use In the coming

season. Payment of the goods need not be made until they are wanted.
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