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Deputy Commr. K. L. Cadiz, 19081944



Gobbtborerd,

For determination and outstanding courage one N.C.O. and two constables of the

Royal Canadian Mounted Police recently were awarded the King’s Police Medal (For

Gallantrv) They quallﬁed for the coveted decoration by

King's Police Medal Awards their dlstmg\mhed action in preventing crime, arresting

criminals, and attempting to save life—Reg. No. 12963,

Cst. W. H. Warner and Reg. No. 13610, Cst. T. ]J. Keefe for conspicuous gallantry in

apprehending dangerous bank robbers (see R. v. Lauzon, 11 R.C.M.P.Q. 179); and Reg.

No. 10288, Cpl. J. W. Pooke for conspicuous gallantry at Athabasca, Alra., on Apr. 20, 1945,

when he rescued infant Gloria Bart from a burning building in a vain attempt to save
her life.

Constables Warner and Keefe, it is clear from the actions of one of the men they
arrested, would have been murdered without compunction had the criminal’s revolver
functioned properly. The desperado’s Odyssey of crime, and that of his no less dangerous
confederate, however, were brought to an abrupt finale because of the courage, dash and
good judgment of the two constables, and once again justice triumphed over flagrant
villainy.

As for Corporal Pooke, flames were shooting from the windows of the house when
he learned that a baby was inside. One man in attempting a rescue had been driven back
by intense heat and smoke; but Pooke, in a second attempt and without thought of self,
succeeded where the other had failed. The baby, though still alive when carried from the
blazing inferno, was so badly burned that she succumbed soon afterwards—but this points
up rather than detracts from the meritoriousness of the corporal’s action.

All three policemen showed heroism, great fortitude and resourcefulness in the face
of grave danger. Each had a close call from Death, but an amazing chain of circumstances
and good luck saw all of them through without mishap. The awards reflect honour not
only on the brave peace officers directly concerned, but on the entire Force, and will
be whole-heartedly welcomed, by all ranks.

* > * * *

In July, 1938, the Quarterly published an article that traced the growth of the R.C.

M.P. Marine Section from its sailing-ship days to the period just preceding the outbreak

of World War II. Eight years have passed since then—

R.C.M.P. Marine Section momentous ones for all of us—and in this number of our

magazine we carry on with the story. Here, in what might

be termed phases Il and III of the Marine Section’s existence, the same writer tells graphi-

cally of the splendid contribution made by a handful of men and ships in the battle for
the ocean life-lines, and outlines the subsequent post-war period of reorganization.

To us the story makes fascinating reading, for it reveals the exploits of many of our
comrades whose deeds until recently have been shrouded in secrecy. With reorganization
now well under way, the Quarterly looks forward to further written contributions by
members of the Force’s Marine Section.

Our cover shows the newly-commissioned R.C.M.P.S. French. This colour photo-
graph was taken by C.P.O. Eric Heywood, R.C.N., and the illustrations in the article
are R.C.N. photographs. 1

- * * - *

Following his retirement to pension on Jan. 31, 1944, after 44 years in harness as a
soldier and policeman, ex-Deputy Commissioner Cadiz settled down in Vancouver, B.C.,
to what we hope will be many years of well-earned
Ex-Deputy Commr. R. L. Cadiz leisure. As one of its past chairmen, he has w atchcd
the Quarterly’s development and progress with :
|ealous eye—his letters show that he continues to do so—, and we are pleased to run hls
picture as our frontispiece in this issue.
Colonel and Mrs. Cadiz have endeared themselves to a host of friends wherever they
have been, and in retirement they have the cordial goodwill of Royal Canadian Mounted
Policemen everywhere.
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CNotes on Recent Cases

R. v. Galbraith

False Pretences—Pseudo-Medical Man Exposed—National Selective
Service Mobilization Regulations—Modus Operandi

On Christmas day, 1945, a penniless
young man arrived in Cornwall, Ont., and
applled to the Salvation Army for succour,
passing himself off as a former salvationist
from their branch at Chilliwack, B.C.

Through the intercession of the Salvation
Army authorities the new-comer, who went
under the name of Derek Heflin, was tem-
porarily employed in a local hospital dis-
pensary. He claimed that he had studied
medicine at Dalhousie University, Halifax,
N.S., but members of the hospital staff
doubted this when it became evident that
he was utterly unfamiliar with even com-
monplace medical terms.

In February, 1946, a newspaper item
stated that Dr. Derek Heflin had been pre-
sented with a Royal Academy Certificate
at a ceremony in Montreal, Que. Dr. Heflin,
the write-up continued, was a native of
Salsburg, Austria, and prior to 1933 had
been a professor of psychiatry at Heidel-
berg University in Germany. A graduate
from the Ro\'al Academy of Medical Arts
and Sciences, London, Eng.. in 1938 he
had enrolled at the University of Vienna
but his studies there were interrupted by
the German occupation.

He had recently married the daughter of
a prominent Cornwall family.

On the face of them some of these par-
ticulars were ludicrous, for Heflin whose
age had been given from time to time as
not more than 27 would have been a mere
lad of 14 when he was suppmed to be a
professor in Germany. A routine inquiry
launched by the R.C. M.P. disclosed several
other inconsistencies in his life story. For
example the man had never, in any way,
been associated with the Salvation ~\rm\
at Chilliwack; Dalhousie University authori-
ties had never heard of him, and the
diploma mentioned in the newspaper was
bogus.

Under close questioning on Feb. 26, 1946,
the mystery man stated that his parents had

been killed in Europe and that upon his
arrival later in Canada he had attended
Dalhousie University. In faultless English
and with scarcely a trace of an accent, he
maintained that he knew a number of
prominent people in Canada and produced
“official” documents to substantiate his pre-
tensions. An accomplished singer and
pianist, he seemed to have many attain-
ments for his age. However, despite his
polished manners and nonchalance, the
more he talked the more convinced the
investigators became that he was an im-
poster with a vivid imagination—perhaps
covering up past illegal activities.

Upon learning that he had not notified
the divisional registrar of his change of
address they arrested him.

Questioned a second time, he explained
blandly that he wasn’t Heflin at all but that
his name was Hans George Schulte; that
he was a prisoner of war, and that in
August of 1945 he had escaped from camp
133 near Medicine Hat, Alta. He spoke in
German and showed his interrogators
several photographs of P.O.W.’s, claiming
that one of the men whose depiction was
hazy was himself. With three other German
airmen whom he named he had escaped
from a P.O.W. hostel in July, 1944. These
assertions seemed true for actually the four
prisoners designated had escaped from the
hostel in question at that time. But all four
of them had been recaptured next day
(See R. v. Schulte, 10 R.C.M.P.Q. 286),
and a check confirmed that Schulte was still
confined.

Confronted with these facts the suspect
finally admitted that his real name was
John™ Galbraith and that his home was in
Edmonton, Alta., where he was born in
1926. This new information was confirmed
by the R.C.M.P. Central Modus Operandi
Section, Ottawa, Ont., where the records
also revealed that Galbraith had served a
term of imprisonment at Lethbridge, Alra.,
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for stealing an automobile, and that he was
presently wanted by the police of that city
on several worthless cheque charges.

While in gaol at Lethbridge he met the
four German P.O.W.’s who were also serv-
ing time for a similar crime, and his ac-
quaintance with them had furnished him
with the data that had made his second
story about himself so plausible.

Galbraith had never received instructions
in medicine, but claimed that he was very
interested in the subject and had read from
medical books in his spare time. He had
had the fake diploma printed in Montreal
by a firm of job printers that did “com-
mercial printing”. This firm had also printed
100 sheets of stationery, and envelopes to
match, with the letter-head ‘“Canadian
Medical Association”, which he had used
later to support his fantastic story of his
being a refugee intellectual.
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To expedite matters, charges against Gal-
braith in Cornwall under the National
Selective Service Mobilization Regulations
and the National Registration Regulations
were withdrawn, and on March 6, he left
the city under escort for Lethbridge to
stand trial.

At Lethbridge on March 11, the accused
appeared before Police Magistrate B. Met-
calfe on three charges of False Pretences,
s. 405 (3) Cr. Code. He was convicted on
all three and ordered to pay fines and costs
totalling $252 which amount was paid.

Galbraith’s series of bewildering lies
were featured in daily newspapers across
Canada and created a minor national sen-
sation. It is difficult to ascribe any reason
for them but one thing is certain—they
labelled their concoctor as definitely given
to romanticism.

R. v. Jonasson

Murder—Crime Detection Laboratory—Circumstantial Evidence
Gives Quietus to Accused’s Testimony

Early in the morning of Tuesday, Sept.
11, 1945, a farmer came upon Baldwin
Jonasson, a middle-aged farm-hand, lying
on the road approximately 11 miles north
of Portage la Prairie, Man. Jonasson’s
throat and left arm were badly cut, but,
though in critical condition from loss of
blood, he was conscious and able to speak.
He said that he had had an accident and
that his car was in a ditch further up the
road with the dead body of his girl com-
panion in it.

The farmer, assisted by his brother,
rushed the injured man to a hospital in
Portage la Prairie and communicated the
facts of his discovery to the R.C.M.P. in
that city.

The investigators found the body of 16-
year-old Pearl Dell in Jonasson’s coupe
which was ditched on a lonely road and
almost concealed by willow trees. She was
on the seat in a sitting position and her head
leaned against the door on the right. Her
throat was cut deeply from ear to ear, and
coagulated blood adhered to her clothing
and every visible part of her body.

The windshield of the car was broken
and most of the glass was on the floor
boards. There was no blood on the pieces

of windshield remaining in the frame, nor
any on the instrument panel. The motor
had been turned off and the key was still
in the ignition switch.

In the ditch beside the car were a few
fragments of glass, and near the right run-
ning board was the empty cardboard scab-
bard of a straight razor.

The ground was muddy and slippy from
a recent rain and the route taken by the
car was easily followed—a zigzag course
indicating the car had been in and out of
the ditch several times on both sides of the
road. The tire tracks led to a meadow and
near the gate, one gate-post of which had
blood stains on top, a blood-stained razor
was lying open in some weeds. In the
meadow the investigators found a claw
hammer and some broken glass.

At the hospital, Jonasson told the police
that on Sunday night he and Miss Dell were
driving through heavy rain to the farm
where they were employed, and the car
ran off the road throwing both of them
partly through the windshield. He lifted
the girl off the edge of the glass on which
her neck rested, but her throat had been
slashed and she died in his arms. He man-
aged to drive a short distance, but the car
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got out of control again and he ran it into
the ditch where it stopped. He had been
in the vicinity all night and all the next
day and mght and during this interval had
crawled to where he had been picked up.

He did not try to explain away the
blood-stained gate-post, and his account
was contradicted by the fact that most of
the windshield glass had fallen inwards.

Because of these and other inconsistencies
Jonasson was questioned again. This time
he changed his story. The girl, he said,
had committed suicide. First, she had asked
to see his hand and when he held it out
she cut his wrist with a razor. He then got
out to crank the car, which had stalled,
and when he was about to get back in the
car she cut her throat, threw the razor out
of the window, and, finally, kicked out the
part of the -windshield in front of her.
Afterwards, Jonasson concluded, he drove
along the road a short way, struck a culvert
and was thrown against the windshield,
which cut his throat.

A post-mortem examination by Dr. J. W.
Kittlewell, Portage la Prairie, showed that
a very clean regular laceration extending
from the left side of the thyroid cartilage
across to the right of the neck had com-
pletely severed the right carotid artery and
jugular vein. This incision lacked the
jagged appearance which usually charac-
terizes incisions caused by broken glass, and
there were no particles of glass in it. In the
doctor’s opinion the wound had been
caused by a strong and extremely sharp
instrument and signs of violence indicated
that it had not been self-inflicted.

On the forehead was a crescent-shaped
laceration one-half to three-quarters of an
inch long whose ends extended into a con-
centric contusion, and the underlying fron-
talis muscle was crushed. Death had resulted
from a massive exsanguinating hemorrhage.

At the R.C.M.P. Crime Detection Labor-
atory, Regina, Sask., scientific examination
established that the glass particles retrieved
from the ditch and meadow were parts of
one windshield; that the blood on the razor
was of the same type as Jonasson’s, and that
the hammer was free of blood stains. There
was insufficient blood on the gate-post top
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to be properly classified, and a sample of
the deceased’s blood had hemolyzed making
it impossible to determine its type.

Jonasson was charged with Murder,
263, Cr. Code, and on Nov. 11, 1945, ap-
peared before Mr. Justice J. E. Adamson
and jury at Portage la Prairie. W. D. Card,
K.C., and H. Sparling, both of Portage la
Prairie, appeared for the Crown and de-
fence respectively. The accused pleaded not
guilty but was convicted on November 17
and sentenced to hang at Headingly, Man.,
common gaol on Feb. 8, 1946, on which
date he paid the penalty for his crime.

At the trial the accused testified in his
own behalf, but after a few vague replies
in cross-examination resorted to the refuge
of saying “I don’t remember”. Medical evi-
dence was adduced to the effect that it
would be impossible for the victim, fatally
wounded as she was, to throw a razor 40
feet (distance from the car to the point
where the razor was recovered), as the
accused alleged she did after using it on
her throat.

It is believed that Jonasson and Miss Dell
drove into the meadow and there an argu-
ment took place between them; that he
dealt her a sharp blow on the forehead
with the hammer, and then slashed her
throat with the razor. Thereafter he at-
tempted to commit suicide with the same
weapon but his nerve deserted him before
he could effect his purpose. He denied
ownership of the razor but it was identified
as having at one time been his.

The court complimented both counsel
on the way each had handled his case.
“Mr. Card”, Mr. Justice Adamson said,
“conducted the case with efficiency and
moderation; it was almost a model of the
way a Crown case should be conducted.”

Commenting on the case afterwards the
Crown prosecutor said in a letter to the
Commissioner of the Force:

“I cannot let the opp()rtunit\ pass of express-
ing to you my appreciation and admiration for
the work done by your Force here, not only
generally but partuularl\ in this matter.

The demeanour of members in the witness
box and their full and fair answers to ques-
tions were a credit to your Force.”
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By
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The 1945 volume is now complete.

Price, bound, $7.50

R v

Lauzon et al

Armed Robbery—Theft of Automobile—Escape From Lawful Custody—
Courage Under Gun Point—King’s Police Medals Awarded

Heavy betting and free spending by two
men and a woman at Covehead race track
near Charlottetown, P.E.I, on Sept. 12}
1945,  “attracted attention, and R .C.MP.
investigators checked up on the trio on the
remote chance that they might be linked
with a series of major bank hold-ups per-
petrated in Ontario.

No official information regarding the
fugitives or dertails of their depredations
had been provided. The police patrol was
based solely on suspicion engendered by
press and radio publicity given Ulysses
Lauzon, 23, and j')scph Bcvcrly Peltier, 19,
both of Windsor, Ont., who on July 19,
1945, cscapcd from the county ga()] at
Kitchener, Ont.; yet it resulted in the cap-
ture of two desperadoes wanted in five
provinces and the recovery of many thous-
ands of stolen dollars. i ;

At the time of their escape, Lauzon and
Peltier were awaiting trial for bank robbery.

Peltier was recaptured in Montreal, Que.,
on August 31 while attempting to negotiate
some stolen bearer bonds, but Lauzon was
still at large.

At the race track, ch. No: 12963. Cst.
HWarnerand Reg: No. 13610, Cst. Tt .
Keefe located a Ford coupe in which it was
alleged that Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Jensen
of Halifax, N.S., and another man—the party
plunging at the parimurucls—, were travel-
ling. Before the final race of the afternoon
had been run two men and a woman ap-
proached the car and, when asked by the
police to do so, produced registration certi-
ficates. These certificates appeared to be
bona fide, but the men’s answers to certain
questions were not satisfactory and the
driver of the car had no operator’s licence.
So the three of them were told that they
would have to go to Charlottetowa for
further questioning.
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Constable Warner got into the coupe
with Jensen and his wife, the former driv-
ing, while Constable Keefe and the other
man—Walter Peter Kerr of Chatham, Ont.,
according to his registration certificate—
followed in the police transport. Theser
arrangements were permitted because at
that time the constables had no definite
suspicions of the strangers’ identities.

After going about two miles Jensen
seemed to lose control of the car, and it
swerved off the road to the right and
bumped along the ditch for 75 feet or so
before stopping. Mrs. Jensen’s head struck
the windshield. She groaned, then slumped
as if in a faint. An expectant mother, she
was the first concern of the police, and
Constable Warner tried to make her as
comfortable as possible under the circum-
stances before he got out of the car. Mean-
time Constable Keefe had stopped the
police car and, with Kerr, hurried up on
foot to see what was wrong.

When Constable Warner turned after
backing out of the car, he found himself
staring into a revolver held by Jensen. By
this time Kerr also had drawn a revolver
and the two constables, neither of whom
was armed, found themselves at gun point.

Jensen, who appeared to be the leader,
ordered the investigators to lie flat on the
ground. The command was ignored. In-
stead, Keefe started a slow advance, and
both revolvers turned in his direction.
Warner rushed forward at that moment,
and Jensen, diverting his aim to him, pulled
the trigger four times. The only response
was four hollow clicks.

Warner seized Jensen firmly and knocked
his revolver to the ground where unfor-
tunately it bounded out of reach of both
constables. Jensen screamed to Kerr to
shoot Warner, but the latter prevented this
by holding his captive in front of him as a

shield.

Keefe was now edging closer to Kerr,
talking calmly to him—reasoning with him
that escape was impossible because they
were on an island; that if he shot, neither
he nor Jensen would escape to the mainland
or get away with it

With Jensen helpless in his grip, Warner
urged Keefe to rush Kerr. “His gun isn't
loaded”, he said.
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“Oh, it isn’t eh?” replied Kerr, and he
fired a shot that whizzed between the two
constables.

Warner added his comments to Keefe’s
argument which was beginning to have
effect on Kerr. Finally the latter’s bravado
deserted him and he handed over his re-
volver.

The other weapon was found to be fully
loaded, with four of the cartridges marked
by the firing pin. The cartridges were of
the rimfire type and the revolver, designed
for centre fire ammunition, failed to ex-
plode them—very probably the policemen
owe their lives to this fact. Believing that
sudden action on his part might have preci-
pitated gun play, Keefe had made no at-
tempt to get hold of this weapon; rather
he had preferred to keep Kerr’s mind occu-
pied with persuasive talk. By thus drawing
Kerr’s attention and keeping him occupied,
Keefe exercised sound judgment, as it turn-
ed out; had he attempted to reach Lauzon’s
weapon the outcome might have been far
different.

In Charlottetown it was established that
Mr. and Mrs. Jensen were in reality Lauzon
and his wife, Eileen Cornell Lauzon, 20, and
that Kerr was Walter Koresky, 22, also of
Windsor. The national registration certi-
ficates were forged, their names and ad-
dresses fictitious. When searched, Lauzon
and Koresky each had in his possession over
$2,000.

Lauzon’s avowed intention had been to
shoot both constables, put their bodies in
his car and head for Borden where he
planned to throw them off the wharf, or
overboard during the ferry journey to
Cape Tormentine, N.B.

In a cabin at Cavendish, P.E.I.,, which
had been used as temporary quarters by
the three prisoners, eight $500 Victory
bonds were found that subsequently were
identified as loot taken during a bank
robbery in Ontario.

The automobile they were travelling in
was one they had stolen on August 31 in
Quebec City, P.Q. They had substituted
New Brunswick licence plates, also stolen,
but Michigan and Quebec plates as well
were recovered with the car. On September
17, both men were arraigned in court of
sessions at Quebec City before Judge A.
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Geron, charged with Theft of Motor Car,
s. 377 Cr. Code, and pleaded guilty. Each
was sentenced to one year in gaol with
hard labour.

Lauzon voluntarily explained how he and
Peltier had made their getaway from the
Waterloo County Gaol which up till then
had been considered escape-proof. He had
secreted four saws on his person, which the
guards didn’t find and, with a pal in an
adjoining cell singing to drown the noise,
used them to saw through the bars, filling
the resulting slits with soap as he pro-
gressed. When the singing stopped, it was
a warning to cease operations quickly. The
bars revolved, he said, which made them
extremely hard to hold. He fashioned a
30-foot rope of blankets, also a hook from
a spring off his cell cot, to scale an 18-foot
wall that surrounded the building and
which he had sized up when entering the
place on the day his incarceration began.
In the escape, the rope with the hook at-
tached was thrown over the wall and the
escapers shinned up it

On November 19 at Kingston, Ont,,
Lauzon, Peltier and Koresky appeared be—
fore County Magistrate J. B. Garvin, with
Ontario Deput} Attorney General C. L.
Snyder, K.C., Toronto, Ont., representing
fhesprosecution, and” J. S. Allan; K.C.,
Windsor, and H. A. McNeill, Kingston,
representing the defence.

Peltier and Lauzon were charged jointly
on three separate charges of Robbery While
Armed, s. 446 (c) Cr. Code, as follows:
(1) Canadian Bank of Commerce, Ayr,
Ont., May 9, 1945, in which the total haul
consisted of $53,700 in bonds and $19,600
cash—up to that time the biggest bank
robbery in Canadian crime annals; (2)
Canadian Bank of Commerce, Port Perry,
Ont., Aug. 6, 1945, which netted $2,832;
(3) Royal Bank of Canada, Bath, Ont.,
Aug. 20, 1945, where the take totalled
$300,000 in bonds and securities and about
$11,000 cash—creating a new record as the
biggest robbery in Canadian history. They
were also charged jointly with Escapmg
Lawful Custody at Kitchener, July 19, 1945,
s. 189 (b) Cr. Code.

Both pleaded guilty to all charges and
each was sentenced to 12 years on the first
charge, the same on the third, eight years
on the second, and three years on the
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fourth—all sentences to run consecutively,
making a total of 35 years’ imprisonment.

When recaptured in a Montreal bank on
August 21, Peltier had been shot in the
back by the teller, the bullet almost sever-
ing his spinal cord and leaving him a para-
lytic for the remainder of his life. He had
been wheeled into court on a stretcher to
face trial with Lauzon. Made consecutive
to the eight-year term he is serving for
bank robbery at Windsor in the summer
of 1945, his new sentences render him sub-
ject to a total of 43 \ears 1mprlsonment

Koresky was charged ]omtl\ with Peltier
and Lauzon for his part in the hold-up of
the Port Perry branch of the Canadian
Bank of Commerce on August 6, and the
Bath branch of the Royal Bank of Canada
on August 30. He pleaded guilty to both
charges, and received three years’ imprison-
ment on the first, and 12 years’ imprison-
ment on the second—both sentences to run
consecutively, making a total of 15 years’
imprisonment.

All terms will be served in Kingston
Penitentiary. At the request of the Crown,
five lesser charges against Lauzon and Pel-
tier were withdrawn—including one for
stealing revolvers from the Bank of Toron-
to: Preston, = Onc.,on May 4, 1945 and
another for robbery at Port Perry. Mis.
Lauzon was released from custody on No-
vember 5, following withdrawal of the
holding chargc on which she had been

held.

In the afternoon of Jan. 22, 1946, Con-
stables Warner and Keefe were presented
with the King’s Police and Fire Service
Medal by Lt.-Gov. ]J. A. Bernard of Prince
Edward Island. The ceremony took place
in the Confederation Chamber of the Parlia-
ment Buildings at Charlottetown.

After pinning the medals on the breasts
of the two constables the lieutenant-gover-
nor said:

“Actions such as you have performed while
in your line of dut\ as gmrdlms of the law
have been regarded l)\ your superiors as being
worthy of special meritorious consideration
and this investiture therefore gives me much
pleasure.

“That the action occurred in our province
brought to it as well as to you constables
unexpected and favourable publicity and it is
to the credit of the Royal Canadian Mounted
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Police that the training you have received has
been utilized in bringing you this honourable
recognition.

“Your courage and bravery in the face of
what might well have been tragedy are ex-
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amples of heroism which cannot be refuted,
and in presenting you these medals I wish to
add my congratulations’ and best wishes for a
successful future in your chosen profession, the
upholding of the law under all conditions.”

R. v. Miktaeyout
Manslaughter—Eskimo Wives Traded—Complete Court of Law Sits in
Far North—Criminal Code of Canada Applies to Ewvery
Person in Every Part of Canada

In July, 1942, while locked in the ice at
Pasley Bay during her west-east voyage
through the North-west Passage, the now
famous Sz. Roch, only floating detachment
of the R.C.M.P., learned that an Eskimo
woman of the Netsilinguit tribe had mur-
dered her husband the previous month at
Victory Harbour near Thom Bay on the
south-east coast of Boothia Peninsula.

In due course a patrol set out from the
R.C.M.P. detachment at Pond Inlet on the
north shore of Baffin Island, and on May 6,
1943, the investigator reported by wireless
that the suspect had confessed. There had
been no eye-witnesses, but the body was
available and circumstantial evidence had
been obtained.

Behind the tragedy lay the old story of
the eternal triangle, a bane not uncommon
even in the Far North. Miktaeyout, the sus-
pect, had for five years been the wife of
Equalla who was a good provider and one
of the best hunters of the tribe. However,
early in 1940 an influental native named
Ohokto decided that Equalla would be a
suitable husband for his daughter, Kachoo-
teenosk, and persuaded him to take her as
his wife. In the deal Miktaeyout was given
to Kookieyout, a shiftless, unattractive in-
dividual and no good as a hunter or trapper.

Miktaeyout protested the arrangement
to no avail. Once, upon following her erst-
while spouse to another camp, she was
lashed to a sled and returned to Kookieyour,
and several times was subjected to threats
and abuse. For two years she put up with
her unwanted husband, sinking lower and
lower from the enviable status she had
enjoyed as the notable hunter’s wife. Fin-
ally, on July 24, 1942, she shot Kookieyout
while he slept.

Early in the morning of that fateful day
two native men of the village had gone to

Kookieyout’s tent and asked him to go
hunting with them. He had declined, say-
ing he was too tired, but while there they
examined his rifle and found it to be un-
loaded. In the evening a shot was heard,
and two other men who were cooking seal
meat in the open saw Miktaeyout come out
of her tent. She was crying, and told them
Kookieyout was dead. They looked inside
the tent and saw him lying on his side with
a bullet hole in his head; the rifle was on
the ground beside him.

The bleak and timeless North unleashed
obstacles that delayed the inquiry, but
eventually the law was in motion. On June
6, 1943, the body of the deceased was taken
north to Fort Ross at the southern tip of
Somerset Island and buried.

This was done preparatory to an mquest
which tentatively was to take place in the
autumn when R.M.S. Nascopie, the Hudson
Bay Co. supply ship, would call at Fort
Ross during her annual cruise to the East-
ern Arctic. But ice conditions prevented
the vessel from docking there, and the
inquest and trial had to be postponed.

It was the second year that the ship had
failed to reach the two small clapboard
houses which comprise the fort, and in the
following spring the personnel of the
H.B.C’s trading post had to be brought
to the outside by plane because of lack of
provisions. Meanwhile the R.C.M.P. in-
\estigator who had assembled the witnesses
and prisoner for the expected court pro-
ceedings released them with an m|unct10n
to be on hand the next year at ship time.
Then on Oct. 18, 1943, he left the fort on
a lone, circuitous patrol back to his detach-
ment. He arrived at Repulse Bay on the
north-west corner of Hudson Bay on De-
cember 14, and on New Year’s day struck
out almost due north up Melville Peninsula
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toward Pond Inlet; the total distance of
the round trip which occupied 146 days,
was 3,550 miles, and the temperature was
below zero all this time.

In 1944 the trial was again deferred be-
cause the ice-packed waters of the eastern
approach rto the North-west Passage made
it impossible for the Nascopie to reach
shore at Fort Ross.

On Feb. 5, 1945, for the third time a
patrol mushed across the 400 miles of snow
and ice-fields from Pond Inlet to Fort Ross,
and gathered together Miktaeyout and the
witnesses of the shooting for the trial. In
the autumn the ice-breaker, sailing with
her usual cargo of trading goods, once again
carried a special jurist, coroner, doctor and
lawyers. This time she succeeded in anchor-
ing off Fort Ross.

Following a post-mortem of the ex-
humed body on Sept. 3, 1945, by Dr. Denis
Jordon, which established that death had
been caused by a bullet entering the left
temple and passing through the brain, Sub-
[uspr. J. ‘A" Peacock, B.Sc., LL.B., of the
R.C.M.P., in his capacity of coroner for the
N.W.T.,, and jury held an inquest, and
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later the same day the accused appeared
before Major D. L. McKeand, Stipendiary
Magistrate, and jury, charged with Murder,
s. 263 Cr. Code. Sub-Inspector Peacock
conducted the prosecution and Capt. R. M.
Macleod, LL.B.,, R.C.A., appeared for the
defence. The accused pleaded not guilty
to the charge but was convicted of man-
9laughter and sentenced to one year’s im-
prisonment in the custody of the R.C.M.P.
at Pangnirtung, N.W.T.

The Nascopie on her return trip dropped
the prisoner off at Pangnirtung. Aboard the
sturdy ship that for years had brought
Supplles like manna from heav en, Miktae-
yout sailed past the spot where in 1831
Capt. John Ross, R.N., established the
proximity of the North \lagnetlc Pole
which with its adjoining territory he took
possession of “in the name of Great Britain
and King William the Fourth”, past the
haunt of Capt. Francis M’Clintock and
other valiant searchers for the survivors of
the Franklin Expedition. Thus the Canadian
Arctic in its slow but persistent way rings
down the curtain on another of its grim
dramas. >

3ul[()i)zq gom) Gif[zem/u'p

/ He R.C.M.P. maintains its historical tradition of pioneering. With the co-
operation of the Toronto Police Department and the Kiwanis Boys’ Club,
officers are meeting groups of boys and, like the story-tellers of old, recount-
ing to them true tales of the adventures that form the vivid and stirring back-
ground of the world’s most famous police force.

This association between boys and the R.C.M.P.

is the sort of activity

that will produce excellent citizens. The boys will recognize the police as
friends and realize that the laws and traditions of the country are something
to be proud of and somethmg to be maintained. Equall\ important, the boys
will come to appreciate their heritage, the exciting colour and sw eep, the
romance and adventure, the beauty, the vigour and the challenging strength
of their country. The stories the R.C.M.P. can tell should thrill any boy for,
unlike a foreign movie or magazine yarn, they spring genuincl'\" from the
cities and towns, the lakes and forests, the prairies ‘and mountains of home.

These meetings between the Mounted Police and boys suggest other pro-
grams. Prospectors, trappers, soldiers, seamen and airmen, loggers, fishermen,
sailors of the Great Lakes—all have stories to tell which should fill the vacant
hours with accounts that stir the blood and fire the imagination. Tell boys of
the deeds of their countrymen, and the young mind will have no use for

shabby, mean, criminal conduct.

The R.C.M.P. and the Kiwanis Club are performing a splendid service
and should earn the satisfaction of achieving splendid results.

—Toronto Telegram.
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HE term “agent provocateur”

originated in France, pmlnbl\

about the end of the 18th cen-
tury, and is linked closely with political
f()rcm{n and domestic) espionage. It was
qppllcd to persons who resorted to the
then very common form of p()lmcal
tyranny which encouraged, pr()uncd or
counselled others to commit overt actions
so that these others would be liable to
arrest. In those days every citizen was
regarded as a potentml traitor and anyone
who could be pemmded to commit an
offence was considered disloyal to the
State.

Agents provocateur were recruited
from among persons of doubtful char-
acter who were ready to do anything
for money. The sinister interprétation
of the words, which no doubt is due to
this connection, prevails in the minds of
some people to this day. A person who
persuades another to commit an offence,
which except for persuasion would not
have been committed, solely to have him
punished fior it s still I‘I(Tht]\ called an
agent provocateur. But our courts have
enlarged the meaning of these w ords by
app]\ ing them to peace officers who in
certain circumstances carry out legiti-
mate police investigations, investigations
which if not undertaken would make it
possible for persons to engage in illegal
practices without fear of prosecution.

There is a tendency to put policemen
working on such investigations in the
category of those whom the expression
was first meant to describe. Thus applied
the expression is a misnomer and every
policeman should ()l))ecr to it. True the
methods used in police investigations and
in the activities which originally gave
rise to the words in question are similar.
But—and this point is all important—
the motives behind them are entirely
different. ;

by: Sex."W. H. Krriy

If in the interests of justice a
peace officer misrepresents his
true occupation he does no more

than his proper legal duty.

Arm making sure that offences are
being committed and that no
other form of investigation is likely to
stop them, the peace officer usually must,
through disguise or misrepresentation of
his official status, participate in one of
them. This procedure, which is known
to some as “the test purchase method”
and to others as “making a buy”, often
is the only way to close a “source” of
certain kinds of illegal trafic and to
bring the perpetrators to justice.

The test purchase method enables an
investigator to get directly at the root
of a crime. Without someone “on the
inside” it is virtually impossible to detect
parties responsible in the drug and liquor
traffic, black market activities and so on,
or in various forms of continuing offen-
ces, and the test purch‘lse method has
been used with marked success in com-
batting these evils.

When the test purchase method is
used the investigator resorts to pretence,
sometimes even to false statements. He
must conceal the fact that he is a police-
man or an agent collaborating with the
police—this in the interests of justice,
for otherwise he will be unable to prove
the existence of activities defeating the
ends of justice.

But the use of subterfuge in the de-

tection of crime is quite a different thing
than its use in the instigation of crime.

[184 ]
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The subjoined remarks of Robertson,
C.J.O., are authority for this contention:

“He was obeying orders that, as a police
officer, he was bound to accept from his
superior officer and loyally to execute as
in the interest of law and order. He is not
to be stigmatized as one who, shamelessly,
will lie and deceive whenever it suits his
purpose to do so, because of his efforts to
ascertain the manner in which the business
of Drayton Motors was carried on in so
far as prices were concerned. It is not a fair
statement of his position to say that he was
trying to procure a breach of the law. He
was trying to act as an ordinary citizen
would act who desired to buy a used car
from a dealer. Any flaws in his acting may
fairly be assigned to the fact that, by train-
ing, he is a policeman and not an actor,
rather than to a propensity to lie:?

When a case investigated by the test
purchase method comes before the court,
the prosecution is permitted to disclose
that it received certain information but
not what that information was. The sus-
picious train of circumstances that led
to the discovery of the evidence upon
which the charge is based cannot be
revealed as it forms no part of the res
gestae, is regarded as irrelevant. In other
words the court has jurisdiction to look
only at the charge before it, and under
the rules of evidence, the police witness
is prohibited from divulging the reasons
why it was necessary to employ the test
purchase method. Is it any wonder then
that the court often has little sympathy
for evidence secured in this way?

Doubt is usually cast upon such evi-
dence because of the way it was obtained
and it sometimes does not receive the
weight it deserves. Defence counsel of
course makes much of possible abuses
liable to spring from the test purchase
method. He leaves no stone unturned to
show that it strikes at the very principles
which underlie British justice. One must
believe that his pleas have had their
mtended effect, for some judges and
magistrates object strenuously to false

TR . White (No. 2), 84 C.C.C. at p. 144,
2R. v. White (No. 1), 84 C.C.C., Part 2, p: 132,
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representations made by a detective while
using the method. There is, however, no
more justification for this attitude than
there is to distrust the evidence of a
plain clothes officer who has captured
a man evading arrest, on the grounds
that the officer should have been in uni-
form—and of course there is no valid
reason for drawing a distinction between
a detective or other peace officer in plain
clothes and a peace officer in uniform.

The mere fact that a policeman acts
anonymously, that he does not reveal his
identity before associating with the illegal
transaction to which the suspect is an
alleged party, hardly makes him an agent
provocateur. The courts, however, refer
to him as such without defining the term
or even differentiating between the
actions implicit in its original meaning
and those of a peace officer engaged in
the discharge of his legal duty.

The peace officer has sound reasons
for arguing that under the circumstances
he should not be classed as an agent
provocateur. The courts themselves make
this clear. For surely the fact that they
accept his evidence 1s proof of its admis-
sibility, of its legality. The appeal courts
as well as the lower courts have accepted
such evidence with little or no reserva-
tion. By so doing they show in a very
definite way that the test lei‘cliaée
method is acceptable police procedure.

Support for this view is to be found in
these remarks of Gillanders, J.A.%:

“The use of police spies or agents provo-
cateur or, to use a term of opprobrium
employed at times by persons critical of the
practice, ‘stool pigeons’, has long had a well
recognized and useful place in the enforce-
ment of certain laws. It is well recognized
that certain laws could not be adequately
enforced and the frequent and notorious
breach thereof prevented without the em-
ployment and use of police spies.”

We may be sure that these same courts
would roundly criticize the evidence of
anyone acting as an agent provocateur
within the original meaning of the term.
No self-respecting peace officer would



186 R.C.M.P. QUARTERLY

stoop to being an agent provocateur in
this sense, and it is unfair to class a
policeman w ho performs his duty with
a person who actually is an agent pro-
vocateur.

The term, being applied svnonvm()uslv
to both, leads one to think that it is used
to refer to peace officers merely for want
of another term whose meaning will be
understood. But whatever the reason and
however 1mppr()prnte the term may be,
there is this consolation—its constant
misapplication has given it an additional
and less sinister connotation.

* * *

rceNTLY the Crown had occasion
III : t(mppeala decision which inferred,
without saying so in as many words, that
the evidence of a person obtained by the

test purchase method should be corro-
borated the same as that of an accomplice.

The case arose out of a black market
transaction in Ontario. Without identi-
fying himself, a member of the R.C.M.P.
went to a used car lot where he let it
be known that he was interested 1n buy—
ing a used car. Offered one for $2,650,
more than $1,000 above the ceiling price,
he accepted and paid over the stipulated
amount in marked money. As soon as the
transaction was cmnplétc other peace
officers entered the office, seized the
money, and arrested the salesman.

In a trial under Part XV of the Crim-
inal Code the local magistrate found the
accused guilty.

An appeal from this decision, taken
before a County Court in a trial de novo,
quashed the conviction, the judge stat-
ing:

“I do not think I can find on the evidence,
with the weight I must attach to agent
provocateur. . . . The evidence on which
I am asked to convict is the evidence of a
man who goes out and confesses he delib-
erately lies to produce this offence, there-
fore, it is reasonable to expect, and I must
give consideration to that phase, a man
who would go out and lie to obtain an
offence and induce an offence, how far will
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he go in stretching the truth to obtain a
conviction? Undoubtedly, he will put it in
the most favourable light for the charge he
has laid. That is self-evident, no one will
contradict that.”

The Crown’s application for leave to
appeal, taken under provisions of P.C.
4600 which confers right to appeal from
the ruling of a county judge hearing an
appeal from a summary conviction
matter where the appeql court feels that
the points raised in an application to
appeal (in this case these points related
to the weight to be given evidence ob-
tained by the test purchase method) are
of sufficient importance to the enforce-
ment of the War Orders and Regula-
tions, was granted b_v the Ontario Court
of Appeal.

The appeal itself was heard by that
same court, which sent the case back to
the County Court to be reheard de novo.
A great deal of law was discussed at both
of these hearings on the proprlen of
obtaining evidence by the test purchase
method and on the relative value of such
evidence.

In the hearing of the application to
appeal’, Laidlaw, J.A., observes at p. 139:

“With much respect, I am of the opinion
that the learned judge improperly dis-
credited the police constable. I can see no
reason to criticize his conduct in any way
but, on the contrary, am impressed with the
view that he was carrying out his duty as
an officer of the law in a proper and neces-
sary manner under the circumstances. That
he resorted to false representations or dis-
guise for the purpose of obtaining the evi-
dence does not necessarily discredit him or
invalidate his evidence. Indeed, it would be
difficult, if not impossible, for officers of
the law to prevent or successfully combat
crime of certain kinds (including offences
charged against the accused), except by
employment of measures involving mas-
querade, deceit and false representation,
Reg. v. Mullins (1848), 3 Cox C.C., 526.”

In the appeal hearing® Gillanders, J.A.,
quotes this from Maule, J., at p. 531 in
Reg. v. Mullins supra:

“An accomplice confesses himself a crimi-
nal, and may have a motive for giving in-

—
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formation, as it may purchase immunity for
his offence. A spy, on the other hand, may
be an honest man, he may think that the
course he pursues is absolutely essential for
the protecnon of his own interest and those
of society; and if he does so, if he believes
that there is no other method counteract-
ing the dangerous designs of wicked men,
I can see no impropriety in his taking upon
himself the character of an informer. The
government are, no doubt, justified in
employing spies; and I do not see that ‘a
person so employed deserves to be blamed
if he instigates offences no further than by
pretending to concur with the perpetrators.”

Nevertheless the individual policeman
who carries out his duty conscientiously
in the necessary manner Contemplated by
the test puth‘lSC method continues to be
a helpless target for censure. In this con-
nection the observations of Stuart, J.A.%
also are interesting:

“As long as the law permits the employ-
ment by the Crown of so-called ‘stool
pigeons’, I do not think we should allow
any repugnance to that system to influence
our decision with regard to the intention
of the Legislature in the use of the words
in question. Indeed, the fact that, after
several expressions of this repugnance by
individual members of the court, of whom
I have been one, the Legislatures have not
interfered, seems to me to be fairly good
proof that in the public interest it is advis-
able, or at least considered by the Legisla-
ture to be advisable, not to forbid the
practice.’

On the subject of misrepresentation
Wigmore* asserts in effect that

(a) A spy who obtains information
about the commission of an offence is
not thereby necessarily open to discredit
but if he employs trickery or commits
himself in a partisan manner, his evidence
may be open to suspicion.

(b) A spy or pretended confederate
Is not an accomplice, though to apply

3R. v. Hills (1924), 44 C.C.C., 329, (Alta. App. Div.)
at p. 33e.

4 Wigmore, paraphrase of Third Edition ss. 969
and 2060.

5R. v. Bickley (1909), 2 Cr. App. R., 54.

6 Reg. v. Dowling, 3 Cox C.C. at p. 516.

TR. v. Heuser (1910), 6 Cr. App. R., 76 at p

-1
-1
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this distinction is not easy. When the
witness has made himself an agent for
the prosecution before associating with
the wrongdoers or before the actual
perpetration of the offence he is not an
accomplice; but he may be if he extends
no aid to the prosecution until after the
offence i1s committed. A mere detective
or decoy is therefore not an accomplice
(zeference to Reg: Mullins, 1848, 3
Cox €@ 1526):

(c) The onus i1s on the accused to
rove a Crown witness i1s an accomplice.
P

That a person who secures evidence
by the test purchase method is not an
accompllce and does not require corro-
boration is clearly laid down by Walton,
%

s Int che first place’ the fact that the
woman was a police spy in no way in-
validates her evidence, nor must her evi-
dence be regarded as that of an accomplice.
As the law stands at present, it seems
established that a police spy does not need
corroboration.”

A person who enters into a conspiracy
for the sole purpose of detecting and
betraying it does not strictly require
confirmation as does an accomphce but
says Erle, ].% his evidence should be
received by the jury with caution. Thus:

“If he only lent himself to the scheme
for the purpose of convicting the guilty,
he was a good witness, and his testimony
did not require confirmation as that of an
accomplice would do. At the same
time, from the facts of his joining the
confederacy for the purpose of betrayal,
and that he had used considerable deceit
by his own account in carrying out that
intent, the jury would do well to receive
his evidence with caution. %

In another case Avnr\'. i states:

“There is no ground for say ing that when
the police have information that an offence
is likely to be committed, and go to the
place for the purpose of detecting it, they
thereby become accomplices merely be-
cause they assent to the informer going
there too, for the purpose of entrapping
the offender.”
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On an appeal from a conviction where
the trial judge did not warn the jury
that it was dangerous to convict on the
evidence of the principal witness for the
Crown and it was contended he should
have done so Macdonald, J.A.5, dismissed
the appeal on the principle that,

“If a police agent—as often occurs—pre-
tends to take part in a crime to secure a
conviction it is not necessary for the trial
judge to submit to the jur'\" the question
of whether or not he is an accomplice unless
there is evidence from which a jury might
reasonably infer it.”

On this same point it was held by a
majority of the court in another case"
that,

“The evidence of the detective or spy
does not need corroboration, nor does the
jury have to be warned of the danger of
convicting on their evidence. Although
juries are to be warned against accepting
the uncorroborated evidence of accomplices,
they may disregard the warning and con-
vict, notwithstanding the absence of corro-
boration. But even in this rule, the practice
does not apply to a detective or spy who
participates in the offence for the purpose
of obraining evidence—his evidence does
not require corroboration.”

In the case just referred to Riddell, J.,
observes, at ps 484

“The evidence for the prosecution is
assailed because it is the evidence of detec-
tives and not corroborated. But the detec-
tve or spy—call him what you will-is in
law wholly different from the auomp]lce

Further authority for saying that so
long as the agent is attached to the pro-
secution in some form before 1ttempt1ng
to associate with the w r(mgd()ers he 1
not an accomplice is to be found in
Corpus Juris Secundun’, which under
the heading “Feigned C()xllplicit)"’ reads:

“The rule established by the weight of
authority is that one who felgns complicity
in the commission of a crime in order to
entrap the person on trial 1S not an accom-
plice, even though he may have actually
encouraged or counseled the commission

8R. v. Williams et al (1985), 2 DIL.R. 651
(BC.C:A).

9R. v. McCranor (1918), 44 O.L.R., 482 (App.
Div.).

10Vol. 22, Nos. 787 and 788.
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of the crime, or assisted in its perpetration.
The rule stated has been held to be par-
ticularly true where the accused is continu-
ously engaged in the proscribed conduct
and the particular violation which he is
provoked to commit is merely an instance
in a uniform series.”
More, (to quote U.S. v. Becker, C.C AL
N.Y. 62 F 2d, 1007, 1009, referred to in
Corpus Juris Secundum under this same
heading) these words are of interest:
“the reason that a decoy is not regarded
as an accomplice of accused is that the
decoy does not have the same motive for
fabricating his story”.
Under the heading
Informers”
lows:

“Detectives and
the same work reads as fol-

“A detective who is engaged in attempts
to discover violations of the law is not an
accomplice of one charged with such a
violation, even though the detective may
have been instrumental in procuring the
specific violation of the law on which the
prosecution is based. Familiar illustrations
of this principle are found in cases where
detectives, investigating alleged illegal sales
of liquor, purchase such liquor for the pur-
pose of securing evidence, or where detec-
tives join in a conspiracy or a criminal
organization for the purpose of exposing it
and bringing the criminals to punishment.

“Where informers, under the direction
of public authorities, continue to act with
their guilty confederates until the matter
can be so far advanced and matured as to
insure the conviction and punishment of
such confederates, the informers are not
accomplices. Accordingly, informers,
‘spotters’, inspectors, and various other paid
officers and agents have, notwithstanding
their participation in the transaction on
which the prosecution is based, been held
not to be acu)mpllces of accused in criminal
proceedmgs under intoxicating liquor laws
and in prosecunons for violation of narcotic
laws; neither is a person who is employed
or used by law enforcement officers to
obtain evidence of a criminal act by a third
person an accomplice of his in a prosecu-
tion for such act, nor are the oﬁicers them-
selves accomplices in such case.’

That the courts regard the test pur-
chase method as being in the pubhc



—

April, 1946]

interest, and that it would not be possible
otherwise to detect certain types of crime
is recognized by Martin, J.A1:

“It further appears that this conviction
was brought about because the police had
reason to suspect that the law was being
violated in the house in question, and so
laid the trap outlined in the case stated to
stop such violation and to secure the con-
viction of those concerned therein, and as
something was said during the argument
about the employment of ‘stool pigeons’,
so-called, this is an opportune time to make
some observations thereon in the public
interest, because the law and practice in
that behalf continue to be persistentlv and
harmfully mlsrepresented in various quart-
ers which misrepresentation has tended to
hamper and impede police officers, magis-
trates and others in the discharge of their
duty to see that the law is enforced accord-
ing to long established legal precedent and
usage. By the loose term ‘stool pigeon’, 1
believe is popularly meant a person known
in the law as a police spy or agent provo-
cateur, either specially or regularly em-
ployed by the police to assist them in the
detection of crime in a variety of ways as
decoys or ostensible confederates by lavmg
traps to apprehend criminals though such
traps are also constantly laid by the regular
members of the police force in general or
those attached to particular branches there-
of for special service.

“To any one at all familiar with the his-
tory of our criminal jurisprudence the sug-
gestion that such special agents have not
been employed from Iegal time immemorial
will come as a surprise, for the contrary is
notorious, and unless specml means were
employed to secure convictions in special
classes of cases the law could not be en-
forced and would become mischievous
laughing stock or dead letter. Without
attempting to enumerate even the ordinary
classes of cases i which such means are
necessarily resorted to I shall mention, by
way of illustration merely, those connected
with offences against the safety of the
state, the noxious drugs traffic, the liquor
traﬁic ‘knocking down’ fares on railw ays,

11R. v.. Berdino (1924), 38 D.L.R., 794 (B.C.C. \)
at p. 796 vide also R. v. Chandler (1913)), 1.K.B. 125.

12R. v. Mortimer (1910), 80 L.J.K.B., 76.

13 Amsden v. Rogers (1916), 30 D.L.R., 534, (Sask.),
at p. 536.
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stealing in the mails, and sexual offences
against young persons and others, and one
has only to pick up, at hazard, almost any
volume of the English or Canadian criminal
reports to find illustrations of such traps
being laid and convictions obtained thereon
as a matter of course. Among said offences
those connected with the unlawful sale of
liquor and drugs are particularly hard to
suppress because of the facilities the traffic
offers for making large and speedy profits
and the extent to which they are notori-
ously carried on reaches even to quarters
which ought to be above suspicion yet from
which the lawbreakers receive active sup-
port or sympathy, hence special means must
necessarily be invoked to combat an evil of
such wide and sinister ramifications. . . .

“Such being the law and practice in
regard to this long established and unfor-
tunately necessary system for the protec-
tion of the law a bldmg people of the land,
it only remains for the courts to see, in
cases which come before them, that in its
operation there shall be no abuse, and in
justice to all concerned, I feel it right to
say that no case of abuse has yet reached
this, the highest court of the Province.”

McPhillips, J.A., dissented, taking an
opposite view as to the employment of
police agents.

Approval of such methods is to be
found also in the words of Lord Alver-
stone'?, though he voices a personal anti-
pathy for them:

“I do not like police traps any more than
does anybody else, but at the same time
there are some offences the commission of
which cannot be found out in any other
way and unlawful acts done in C()nséqucncc
of the trap are none the less unlawful.”

While there is no doubt that evidence
legitimately pmduccd by the test pur-
chase method is not to be looked upon
as that of an accomplice, it would appear
to be the rule to regard it with suspicion
on the qssumptu)n ‘that the witness may
colour it. In this connection, Lamont,
=2 states:

“l do not say that in their efforts to
secure evidence in cases where crimes have
been committed the officers of the law are
not sometimes entitled to resort to pretence
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and even false statements. There may be
cases where that is necessary in the interests
of justice to enable them to secure the
evidence, and the fact that the officer has
resorted to subterfuge may not cast dis-
credit upon the evidence which he discovers
by means thereof. But, in my opinion it is
a different matter where the false state-
ments are made, not for the detection of
crime committed but for the purpose of
inducing its commission, and inducing its
commission in order that the person mak-
ing these statements may be able to prefer
a charge for the offence committed at his
solicitation. The evidence of such a witness
must, in my opinion, be scrutinized with
great care. (Reference to Connor v. People
(1893 36 Am. State R300) &
“Every case must be determined in the
light of its own particular facts, which will
not be without bearing on the credit that is
to be given to the testimony of the witnesses
called. T have, however, no hesitation in
saying that where the zeal or otherwise of
an officer of the law leads him to make false
statements to secure the commission of an
offence in order that he may be able to
prosecute the offender, his evidence must
be weighed in the light of the possibility
that the same motives might have a ten-
dency to induce him to colour his testi-
mony in order to secure a conviction.”

* * *

He foregoing jurisprudence has
been set down for the information
of peace officers generally and in defence
of their actions when called upon to do
undercover work. These cases well illu-
strate how truly difficult the p()lleeman S
position is. On the one hand the courts
acknowledge that the undercover method
is necessary, that as a means of securing
evidence it is valid; without it, to repeat
the phrase of Martin, J.A.", the law
would become “mischievous laughing
stock or dead letter”. On the other hand,
both the court and the public look ask-
ance at the police for using the method.
What this all means is that the police-
man must render service to the public
whose servant he is, however unpopular
the manner of rendering that service
Py
p. 610.

Rodgers (1926), 4 D.L.R., 609 (Ont.), at
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may be. Where his duty is concerned,
he has no alternative; his function is to
enforce the law, and hls course of action
is clear.

Before using the test purchase method
to secure evidence the investigator ought
to acquaint himself as fully as possible
with all the conditions under which the
undercover man will be working. He
should insist on two main points:

(1) That the undercover man (when
it is necessary to employ an out-
sider) be reliable and ‘of unim-
peachable character.

(2) That evidence obtained by the
test purchase method be, wherever
possible, corroborated.

The very fact that such a person’s
lmcl\glound and credibility will be con-
sidered when the evidence is w eighed is
a primary reason why e\treme care
should be exercised when choosing an
undercover man. Besides being trust-
worthy, he should be well disposed to
follow instructions to the letter.

To employ one who has a criminal
record or whose personal mtegrltv is
not above reproach is to invite harmful
criticism, for some courts denounce the
practice of using undesirable characters
in police work. Consider, for example,
the strong words of Hopkins, C.C.J.*%,

“The evidence for the prosecution de-
pends entirely on two spotters, Coffee and
West, who swear they purchased a case of
beer from the defendant. . . . These men
cannot be called independent witnesses,
their living depends on getting convictions.
Their reputation as a class shows they are
unreliable. In my opinion men who will
accept occupations of this kind are quite
as unreliable as accomplices and it is unsafe
to convict on their evidence where they
are flatly contradicted. Especially in this
case where they induce the commission of
th> offence rhe\ are accomplices and their
reputations are such that I cannot conceive
of the License Department employing them
had they known what they had to admit
on their examination, and if their character
is such that they should not be empl()ved
why ask a conv iction on their evidence.”

P
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As to the second pomt while it is
true that corroboration is not technically
essential common sense dictates that it be
obtained to buttress the evidence of wit-
nesses whose actions are bound to be
questioned. A case which depends solely
upon evidence of this type is never
strong; besides it is seldom that some
form of corroboration is not available.

I have tried to show that what, from
a policeman’s standpoint, is sometimes
considered good police work, is viewed
with disfavour by some courts. But there
is another side to the question—a very
important one.

Court cases attract widespread interest
and a policeman’s evidence is news. In
describing court proceedings newspapers
qenenll\' deal ()b]ectl\'elv with a peace
cficer’s testimony and it naturally fol-
lows that when the court comments un-
sympathetically on it this lack of sym-
pathy will be reflected in the press. Thus
a reporter’s account of a trial that rests
on evidence obtained by the test purchase
method might very easily undermine the
public’s confidence in the police by mis-
construing the peace officer’s actions as a
deliberate attempt to incite the accused
into committing an offence.

The public’s moral repugnance toward
spies, spotters, stool pigeons, informers
and so on is natural, but objection seems
to rest to a great extent upon the type
of crime being investigated. For instance
the public manifests little opposition to
the methods emploved n bringinq to
justice criminals guilty of such despic-
able crimes as white slavery or breaches
of the Opium and Narcotic Drug Act.
But in black market cases, say those in-
volving the illegal sale of g'asolinc—or
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suppose for the sake of a more shining
example that tobacco were rationed in
this country; a test purchase of that
commodity would be very unpopular
even though it were necessary to ensure
eqmtable distribution—, the publlc atti-
tude is far different.

In the elimination of sordid crimes
that wreck human lives and leave an after-
math of misery and degradation the man
on the street appalently feels that it is
only right to fight fire with fire. Seem-
mgl\ he associates this traffic with deeper
and more serious elements of crime and
abhorrence causes him to gloss over the
method of investigation used.

If the public continues in ignorance
of a policeman’s difficulties in combat-
ting offences where the use of the test
purchase method is an essential deterrent
public opinion is apt to turn against the
p()lxce particularly if there is 3 any sugges-
tion that the offence was instigated by
the investigator.

It is difficult enough to keep a police-
man’s standing on the high plane it
deserves without having to cope with
false or misleading impressions originat-
ing from indiscriminate use of the words
agent provocateur.

It remains to be emphasized that the
test purchase method ought not to be
used promiscuously, or where more con-
ventional methods may succeed. No
method brings better results; but no
method brings as much adverse criticism
when improperly handled, is so apt to
occasion public prejudice or to cast
discredit on a police force.

Use the method as a last resort, but as
with a loaded firearm make sure it is
aimed in the right direction.

Police' Science Solves ‘Gfizof/zer Mysz‘er

7\1{1\(. the tense interval after Pearl Harbor, a milk bottle containing a
piece of water-soaked paper was fished out of the Pacific Ocean. The w rltmg
was too faint to be deuphercd but it was plainly a case for the F.B.I. Various
tests were made and various acids applied. At last six words stood out clearly.

They read: “Two quarts of milk, no cream”.

—Coronet.
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HEN in' September; 1939,

Canada elected participation

in the greatest drama the
world has ever known, she like every
other democracy, was w oefully unpre-
pared Her\m\ L()XI]PJI‘AU\ el\ tiny but
hlghl\' efficient, was, like its sister ser-
vices, pmfull\ inadequate. The extent to
which that Navy grew and the resp(msl—
bility it shouldered in six years of war
und()ubtedl\ u)mprlse one of the bright-
est chqptms in the history of Canadian
arms. And into this Lluprel a few modest
sentences were written by the ships and
the men of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Marine Section.

For several vears before the war, an
agreement existed between the Naval
Service and the Force w hereby, in the
event of war, the ships of our Marine

Section would be transferred to the
> l’i;tu;ed above is R.C.M.P.S. MacBrien, ‘“‘Commis-
sioner’’ class, formerly a ‘‘Bangor’” class mine-
sweeper and escort vessel.

Royal Canadian Navy and the persomlel
allowed to volunteer. Though more or
less informal, the arrangement assured the
Navy of the immediate use, when they
would be most needed, of some 30 vessels
of various sizes and a number of trained
and experienced seamen. Consequently
between Sept. 3, and Sept. 10, 1939, most
of our ships were on duty at sea w earing
their new white ensigns. Of the personnel
155 officers and men had volunteered for
and been accepted by the Navy; the re-
mainder were in the R.C.AF., forming
the nucleus of its new Marine Section for
Air Sea Rescue.
* * *

The War at Sea
80\1!‘ of these volunteers took part in

the early anti-submarine patrols and
examination duties at the Approqches to
Halifax. Those duties, however, were but

a forerunner of many grimmer ones
which in the next six years exacted a sick-

[1924]
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ening cost in ships and lives and took our
men to minesweepers, corvettes, frigates,
destroyers, aircraft-carriers and battle-
ships on the convoy routes to the West-
ern Approaches to ‘the United Kingdom,
to Iceland, Murmansk, the \Iedlteuanean
the Pacific and ultimately to the Invasion
of Normandy.

To most of our me
Canadian Navy for that matter—it was an
anti-submarine war. So much has been
and will be written on the Battle of the
Atlantic that it is not this writer’s purpose
to enlarge on it except as it affected
R.C.M.P. Marine Section ships and per-
sonnel. Yet in that respect the battle can-
not be lightly dismissed here, for some of
our membels saw their most arduous and
bloodiest service in that campmon We
were denied the preliminary inactivity
that pleceded the fighting on land and in
the air. At sea the war opened with the
torpedoing of the Athenia and mounted
with murderous intensity until V-E Da_\',
when hundreds of U-boats still were de-
ployed against us.

The reason for the battle at sea is
readily understood. Munitions, food, fuel
and other vital supplies in prodigious
quantities, also troops, had to be trans-
ported to Britain. It
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—often very great—to ignore the convoy
and fight it out with the Hun.

In the early stages, we could afford to
view the battle with some confidence.
The enemy confined his attacks for the
MOSt part to the Western Approaches—
of grim memory—, and assisted by the
powerful French Navy we were able to
provide reasonably adequate protection.
Furthermore the U-boat at that time
favoured the submerged atrack in day-
light, and this, consideri ing the A/S (anti-
submarine) resources at our disposal and
the effectiveness of the still secret Asdic
eqmpment resulted in a heavy destruc-
tion of these vessels with relativ ely low
Allied merchant shipping losses.

But with the fall of France the situation
changed abruptl\ Our troubles multi-
plled to the point where many times they
seemed insurmountable. U-boats Appeared
in ever-increasing numbers and, instead
of concentrating on the Western Ap-
proaches, attacked conv oys all over the
Atlantic. Our forces, now tr agically re-
duced by the loss of the French shlps
had to be stretched almost to the break-
ing point to provide close escort for the
entire Atlantic passage.

Then, on top of all this, the enemy

changed his tactics.

was done in ships, and
the U-boats concen-
trated their efforts
against those ships.
The strategy was
sound—that of sever-
ing the supply lines
and denying us use of
the oceans.

Our problem in

turn was to protect
the merchant convoys

The story of the
R.C.M.P. Marine
Section atwar and
of its re-establish-
ment as an inte-
gral part of the
Foree for peace-
time duties.

fl8hle « secret of  the
Asdic was out, and he
quickly grasped the
futility of submerged
attacks. His wolf- pad\
surface attacks at
night against thinly-
derended convoys
brought him great
success; - but the de-
velopment of radar
and the acquisition by

— [0y driving off or
destr()\ ing the enemy. The phrase * The
safe and timely arrival of the conv oy’

1ppeared thmugh()ut the years with con-
stant reiteration in the sallmg orders for
the convoy escorts; and with good rea-
son, for it held in check the temptation

the Allies of many
more escort ships checked his :lggressi\'é-
ness to some extent.

The battle seesawed up and down with
heavy losses on both sides until eventu-
ally, due to many factors, the enemy was
beaten. - At the peak of the ﬁgh't our
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losses were enormous but they were
always replaced the enemy sank many
more ships than we did submarines. But
still he was beaten. Because, as in the
Napolcomc wars, though our losses in
ships ran into thousands as against his in
hundreds, replacements always filled the
gaps.

It was into this battle that most of the
R.C.M.P. Marine Section ships and men
were absorbed.

Our larger ships—French, MacDonald,
Laurier, Fleurdelis, Adversus and Ala-
chasse—at first were employed on anti-
submarine patrols and the Examination
Service. After a few months, when the
convoys from North America to the
United Kingdom were inaugurated, they
formed part of the outward local escort
for the convoys leaving the Nova Scotia
ports of Halifax md Sydney. These
duties necessitated heavier armament and
the installation of depth-charge gear and
Asdic equipment, with the result that
our normally peaceable-looking ships
fairly bristled with guns and presented
a very war-like appearance. The ships
continued on the duty of local escort—
that is to the Western Rendezvous, as it
was known at that time—until the new
construction program produced more
suitable ships to take over the escorting
of the convoys. Our ships then were
relegated to the familiar and exacting if
less exciting duties—patrol and examina-
tion.

It was well that Canadian ship-yards
accomplished the magmﬁcent job they
did, for very soon the convoys reqmred
close escort for the entire cross-ocean
trip. The old police vessels lacked the
endurance necessary for such work.
Nevertheless many bitter comments were
heard on board anent N.S.H.QQ.’s lack of
perception in denying our ships the
opportunity to take part in it. The 1m-
patient ones, however, were to see plenty
of action in European waters.

A number of experiences befell our
ships and men about this time, and un-
fortunately some of them already have
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been forgotten. Adversus was lost at sea;
there were no casualties and the captain
even saved the ship’s confidential books.
Laurier, with a Marine Section officer in
command, had the honour of being
senior ship of the inward escort for the
Netherlands cruiser that brought Princess
Juliana and the two infant princesses to
Canada in 1940. She later formed part
of the outward escort for the convoy
so courageously defended by Capt
Fogarty Fecan V.C, in HMS. Jarvis
Bay, when 1ttacked by an enemy surface
raider.

One evening at dusk shortly after this,
MacDonald’s former captain e\(penenced
the doubtful glory of being bombed by
friendly aircraft off \Ton Scotia. The
ship was almost capsized by near-misses,
the e\chmge of signals bemor highly
diverting but unpubllshablc

As the ships retired from escort duty,
most of them passed into other hands,
and Marine Section personnel were re-
quued to man the new corvettes and
minesweepers coming forward from the
ship-yards. In these ships and later in
frlcrates and destroyers some of our
ofﬁcers served throughout the remainder
of the war in command at sea. To relate
their experiences would take volumes;
little more than passing reference and a
very sketchy recapitulation may be given
here.

Our men, in several cases as Senior
Officers, served all over the ocean in
close escort groups, and in striking forces
comprised of corvettes, frigates and
destroyers. Service in striking forces, or
support groups as they later were known,
was hlghlv prized, and within certain
limitations these groups were free to
roam the ocean and seek out U-boats for
destruction. There was no convoy to
worry about, except of course when
such a group was used to reinforce the
close escort of a heavily attacked or
threatened convoy. :

On one occasion while leading a group
of three lend-lease destroyers one of our
officers émn(d contact with a U-boat at
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the end of a four-day hunt by aircraft
and surface vessels. The U-boat surfaced
in the dark, fired two torpedoes at a
flank destroyer, then dived. The tor-
ped()es e\ploded harmlessly on the sur-
face. The destroyers searched for the
submarine but poor weather prevented
further Asdic contact. The next after-
noon, while still hunting, the ships heard
Haw Haw gloating over the sinking of
two British destroyers in that locality.

One gratifying aspect of the battle
was the association it offered with the
stout-hearted men who carried on the
fight at sea after their countries had been
overrun. None who had the privilege
of serving with French, Polish, Nor-
wegian and Dutch units will ever forget
their high sense of duty and boundless
determination to ensure Germany’s de-
feat at whatever cost. And the cost for
some of them was great.

Sometimes they worked in separate
groups, but more often as ships became
available they were welded into mixed
h()htmtr umts—cspeuqll\ when the hght
was t()uqhest And they worked superbly

t()gethel. One group consisted of a
British destroyer, H.M.S. Harvester,

commanded by the Senior Officer, one
Free Nor\\'cgihn, two Free French, one
Free Pole and one “Free Canadian”,
H.M.C.S. Dauphin. The Polish destroyer
was the O.R.P. Garland famous for her
exploits; H.M.S. Harvester gave a simi-
larly magnificent account of herself be-
fore she was sunk with very heavy
casualties. - :

One Marine Section officer, in com-
mand of a frigate, was credited with a
confirmed submarine kill, and several
others pnrt1c1pated in actions assessed as
“probables”, “possibles” and “certain
destruction”. Survivors from torpedoed
merchantmen and their escorts were
brought to shore by the hundreds. There
is no way of knowi ing how many actions
our men tought in in defence of convoys,
but the total over six years is very hxgh
Some indication may lie in the ten decor-
ations, including two foreign and six
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mentions in dispatches, awarded Marine
Section personnel in the Navy. Yet hon-
ours and awards do not tell the whole
story; usually, in sea warfare, they go
to the few for the devotion and courage
of the whole.

While the more fortunate of our men
were serving operationally and at close
grips with the Hun, many others were
filing a variety of important and diffi-
cult administrative posts on shore—all
part of a gigantic and complex organiza-
tion designed to cope with the multi-
tudinous msl\s involved in keeping a
fighting fleet at the peak of efficiency.
\Vhat these men accomplished, w orl\mtT
at all hours of the day and night, year in
and year out, was one of the factors
which contributed to victory in the
Battle of the Atlantic. :

'§hip9 at the end of a long hard ocean
crossing had to be made ready for sea
again in a matter of da\s———sometlmes
hours. The combined operations of the
enemy and the assaults of North Atlantic
winter gales imposed a back-breaking
task on the repair staffs at the dockyards.
And always there were the routine jobs
of prov ldInU each ship with fuel, victuals,
ammunition and man- power, which usu-
ally were done in a race with the oper-
ations staff who ultimately ended the
contest with the signal that began with
the familiar sentence: “Being in all
respects ready for sea and plepared to
engage the enemy. H. NHES ———— il
pmceed b R

Our people fitted into this vast organi-
zation like pieces into a jig-saw puzzle
and a list of their duties reads like a
dockyard nominal roll. “Port Minesweep-
ing Officer”, “Boom Defence Officer”,
“Assistant  King’s Harbour Master”,
“Berthing Master”, “Compass Adjuster",
“Engineer Officer i/c Repairs”, “Chief
Examination Officer”, “Staff Officer
Local Craft”, “Staff Officer to Captain
(D) and “Port Signal Officer” are some
of the jobs “taken in hand and made
uood —to use the ancient and yet ever
new sailor’s phrase—-—bv Marine Section

l
\
|
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members whose peacetime experience so
admirably fitted them for their war
duties.

With their comrades at sea, these men,
striving toward the same great goal pro-
duced a united effort that contributed
largely to the attainment of that goal.
Thelrs was a privilege w hich by the very
nature of things was denied the Oxeat
majority of me'nbels of the Force—that
of direct pntlupatlon in the war against
Hitler. That plmleﬂe was 1cgepted with
a high sense of duty and respomlblllt\
In the words of the Chief of the Naval
Staff, “These vessels with their trained
crews were an important factor in the
build-up of an efficient escort Navy, and
gave us a real measure of help at a time
when it was most needed”.

* * *

souT 25 of the officers and men of
! our Marine Section best qualified
b\' their knowledge of small craft volun-
teered for the R.C.A.F. Marine Section
for Air Sea Rescue. With them went
Arresteur and Detector, two high speed
launches that already had pl()\'ed their
worth during a short span of anti-
smuggling service; in the years that fol-
lowed, they rendered w ()1th\ service in
succouring the distressed.

Round these ships and few men was
built an organization which in a few
yvears numbered its small craft in hun-
dreds, its personnel in tens of hundreds.
The value of the service rendered by the
R.C.AF. Marine Section in saving lives
i1s incalculable. Ditched aircraft were
salvaged, their crews saved, supplies were
transported to outlying or otherwise in-
accessible posts and a host of other duties
were discharged in a manner of which
many an airman has cause to be proud.

It 1s a curious anomaly that, while all
were working toward the same goal, the
energies of man\' of our men were con-
centrated upon killing and destruction
and those of many others were absorbed
into the loftier task of saving human
lives and succouring the unfortunate. But

THE MARINE SECTION OF

THE FORCE 197
whether their work called for destruction
of life or the saving of it, we feel they
did that work well.

iTH the close of this all-too-brief
account of the R.C.M.P. Marine
Section at war, let us turn our thoughts

to the happier task of rebuilding our
service for the peace.
Reorganization

On V-E Day, our Marine Section’s
activities in the war came to an end. The
re-deployment of the Allied forces on a
greatly reduced scale in the Pacific made
possnble the release of many ships and
men, including those of our Marine
Section. By the middle of June the
Commissioner had received the assurance
of the Naval Service that the release of
our personnel would be expedited as far
as possible, and when Japan surrendered
our men were returning to the Force in
slowly increasing numbers.

Two major problems confronted the
Force—the almost complete deterioration
of its fleet after six years of war, and a
41 per cent reduction of personnel due
to casualties and other causes. To some
extent these problems had been antici-
pated, especially that relating to the lack
of ships, and negotiations were opened
in March, 1945, to obtain suitable parr()l
ships.

A survey showed that only three of
our pre-war Shlp&-—-AllL’)f(’lH Detector
and French (later renamed MacKenzie)
—would be fit for service without heavy
expenditure, and also emphasized our
need of some modern ships embodying
all late dev elopments, which would be
economical to operate.

By the end of June arrangements with
the War Assets Cor poration were made
whereby the R.C.M.P. obtained a bal-
anced fleet of modern ships which fall
into three distinct classifications and are
capable of discharging the responsibilities
this Force is called upon to assume at sea.
The ships of each class have been sub-



R.C.M.P.S. Fort Selkirk, “Fort”

jected to the utmost rigours of sea war-
fare and were not found wanting. Their
adaptability to peacctlme law-enforce-
ment and life-saving duties pnesented
little or no dxfﬁcult\, and at this writing
the conversion pr()gram i1s almost com-
pleted.

Forming the backbone of our new
fleet is the * ‘Bangor” Class—minesweepers
that were later converted for escort
duties. These are our “big ships”, capable
of great endurance and able to remain at
sea even during the most severe winter

gale. Diesel powered, they are economical
m operate and can attain very satisfac-
tory spccds With them on the job, no
rum-runner will remain ‘“unpicketed”
off shore, no distress call will go un-
answered because of bad weather.

Eight of these ships were obtained.
They are designated the “C ommissioner”’
class and all but one of them have been
renamed to commemorate former com-
missioners of the Force: French, Macleod,
Irvine, Herchmer, Perry, Starnes and
MacBrien; the exception was renamed

class, formerly a “Fairmile”

class motor launch.

Colonel White for Lt. Col. Frederick
White, C.M.G., who in 1878 was ap-
pointed Comptroller of the North West
Mounted Police and served some 45 years
in that capaut\' The conversion program
of these ships is especially interesting, for
the contemplated mess- deck and living
quarters arrangements w il promde con-
venience and comfort unheard of in war-
time when the crews were considerably
larger than the peacetime crews will be.

The “Fairmile” class motor launch is
too well known to require any elabor-
ation here. Four of these game little
vessels were obtained and renamed for
forts that figured prominently in the
Force’s history. Designated the “Rontd
class, they bear the names, Fort Pitt,
Fort Walsh, Fort Selkirk and Fort Steele.

They are expensive to operate, but
present plans call for their being re-
engined with Diesels. In this regard the
Adnnralt) Is carrying out some Very
interesting experiments, and the Naval
Service on our behalf is investigating
with a view to lowering operating costs..
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ilihe changes probably will involve a
reduction 1n speed of a knot or two, but
this is acceptable. These vessels will be
used for “in between” duties where a
ship of the Commissioner class is un-
necessary and a small vessel 1s not able
to meet the need.

Small craft such as motor boats or
small launches discharge a multitude of
duties. They patrol small bays, rivers and
harbours and cooperate closely with local
police detachments. In order to stan-
dardize, and to benefit by interchange-
able parts and equipment, 13 small v essels
all of a class known as Harbour Defence
Patrol Craft, were acquired for the pur-
pose just mentioned.

Forty-eight feet in length and powered
with twin l\ermath ‘Seawolf” engmes
they were developed by the Navy for
harbour duties, and are similar in deslon
to our “D” class boats of pre-war days.
These craft are designated the ° ‘Detach-
ment’’ class and named for detachments
that have played an important part in
the Force: Cutknife, Aklavik, Brule,

R.C.M.P.S. Little Bow, “Detachment”
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Carnduff, Chilkoot, Fitzgerald, Grenfell,
Little Bow, Moosomnin, Shaunavon, Slide-
out, Tagish and Yellowknife.

* * *

1ITH the acquisition of our new

fleet, the agreement with the
Naval Service was renewed. Under the
terms of this agreement, which is mutu-
ally very 5‘1tlsf1ct01\' the Navy makes
penodlc surveys of hulls and nmdnnerv
and refits and emergency repairs to our
ships, and provides a great many other
facilities including technical advice and
training for gunners, radar operators and
other specialists. Needless to say this
arrangement relieves the Force of main-
taining a large technical staff on shore—
a thing the Nav y must do in any event—,
and enables us to place pmctlcall\ all
members of our Marine Section where
they can be most effective—at sea. In
turn, the Force agrees to make available
to the Navy, in the event of real or
apprehended war, the ships and trained
personnel of the Marine Section.

class, formerly a

Harbour Defence Patrol Craft.
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Besides acquiring the new fleet, an-
other long stride toward greater effici-
ency was taken. This had to do with
the personnel.

Before the war, members of the Marine
Section, unlike other members of the
Force, wore navy-type uniforms and
were given marine ranks. This was not
entirely satisfactory. It was difficult for
members while carrying out duties on
shore to cooperate closely with other
members of the Force; also there was the
slight sense of isolation from the Force
proper felt by the Marine Section—a
situation undesirable in a homogeneous
organization.

This, however, has now been remedied
by appointing members of the Marine
Section to the same ranks as other mem-
bers of the Force and by issuing police
uniforms—with some modifications—to
them. The regulation brown uniform of
the R.C.M.P. is now worn for duties
on shore, and blue battle-dress with a
black beret is worn at sea and in the
dockyards. The latter uniform, an inno-
vation resulting from experience gained
during the war, is comfortable, practical,
and as anyone who has observed the
Royal Marine Commandos can testify,
smart in appearance. Worn with chevrons
of yellow worsted and the regimental
cap badge, It st happ_\' compromise
between the extremes of purely naval
and purely military uniforms.

Pay and allowances coincide with that
of all other members of the Force, and
this final move completes a process of
amalgamation which apart from the in-
terruption of the war years had been
taking place since 1932.

* * *

Loss of 41 per cent of trained and
experienced personnel is a serious

one in a small organization, and before
all our officers and men had returned
from the services, some concern was felt.
The picture brightened somewhat, how-
ever, when a count of those who had
survived Doenitz’s U-waffe and other
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hazards showed that enough experienced
officers, N.C.O.’s and men had re-engaged
to form a solid core for the re-established
service and to help inculcate the new
members with the high sense of duty
which has characterized the service in
the past. Men who were able seamen in
1939 returned to the Force after relin-
quishing commissions in the Navy and
brought with them a wealth of experi-
ence from years of command, in some
cases extended.

Moreover they have exceptionally good
material with which to work. Whatever
the explanation, the popularity of the
Marine Section with young Canadians
is gratifyingly evident in the type of men
presenting themselves for engagement.
The standards are high; it is doubtful if
there are higher in any similar organiza-
tion. Young men suitable in every res-
pect, most of them with operational
experience in the Navy behind them,
have been coming forward for months.
Their record of service in war if carried
into the peace bodes well for the Marine
Section.

Plans for training these recruits in
police work have been completed and,
by the time this article appears, the first
class will be well advanced in an inten-
sive three months’ course at Rockcliffe,
Ont.

Before the war the Marine Section
played an important part in eliminating
a smuggling ring that cost the Federal
Treasury uncounted millions of dollars.
Fach vear between 70 and 80 distress
calls were answered and brought to a

successful conclusion.

With new ships to replace the old;
with men returned wiser in the ways of
the sea and perhaps with a deeper sense
of responsibility because of what they
have been through; with new and able
men to replace the grievous losses of the
past six years, the Marine Section of the
Force is ready again to resume its polic-
ing of Canada’s Atlantic and Pacific
coasts.




His Excellency Field Marshal the Rt. Hon. Viscount Alexander of Tunis,
G.C.B., G.CM.G., CS.I., D.S.O., M.C,, LL.D., A.D.C.

Governor General of Canada.




The Marquis
of Lorne.

The
7/¢'ce-/ee9d Jour a{ Wedlern

4y JOHN PETER TURNER

ANADIANS have indeed been hon-

oured by the appomtment of

Field Marshal Viscount Harold
Rupert Leofric George Alexander,
G.ECB. GSI. DS @. M@ as theirgnew:
Governor General. During the invasion
of Sicily and Italy he had the Ist and 5th
Canadian Infantry Divisions and Ar-
moured Brigade under his general com-
mand, and throughout World War 11
won the esteem of all Canadians. One of
Britain’s most brilliant military strategists,

Canada

a man of prowess and dlplonncv he has
come to our Dominion preceded by his
fame.

His coming makes it appropriate at
this time to recall details of the first vice-
regal tour through the Canadian North
West. The year was 1881, and thus far
the closest any Governor General had
come to setting‘ foot in this region occur-

[202 ]
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red four years prewouslv when the Earl
and Countess of Dufferin visited Mani-
toba.
* * *

gl\TY FIVE years ago a great transition

was takmg place in Western Can-
ada—a territory which but recently had
resounded to the war- cry of savages and
the tread of countless buffalo. The Indian
was receding, albeit reluctantly, from his
primordial way of life and settlers were
deploying over the plains with gathering
momentum. Explorer, corporate trader
and finally the tireless rider in scarlet
tunic had paved the way. All these things
presaged a new and greater West and
more and more the people were relying
for guidance and protection upon the
ubiquitous virile North West Mounted
Police then in the ninth year of its
existence.

There remained but one step to be
taken—transportation. The Government
of Canada, with an eye toward influenc-
ing the Crown colony of British Colum-
bia to enter Confederation, had promised
that a transcontinental railway would be
built; in fact work on it had already
begun.

Early in the year it was decided that
His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir John
Douglas Sutherland Campbell, Marquis
of Lorne, K.T., G.C.M.G., P.C., Gover-
nor General of Canada, should wvisit
Western Canada. Her Royal Highness
the Princess Louise, daughter of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria and charming
chatelaine of Government House at
Ottawa, was not included in the plan; it
was deemed inadvisable for her to incur
the discomforts and rigours of such a
journey.

Late in the spring Commr. A. G. Irvine
of the N.W.M.P. received instructions
to arrange for an escort to accompany
His Excellency on the tour, and prepa-
rations were started at once. Provisions
were cached at suitable points, equipment
and stores gathered, officers and men
specially chosen, the best horses and
vehicles selected.
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Inspr. P. R. Neale went to Winnipeg
in June to purchase horses, wagons and
buck-boards which, with three army
ambulances bought in St. Paul, \Imn
and hired drivers, were shipped the 60
miles to Portage la Prairie the farthest
point west on the new uncompleted
Canadian Pacific Railway.

Meantime, while the nucleus of a
selected escort, consisting of seven
N.C.O.’s, 16 constables, 31 horses and
three wagons with Reg. No. 13, Sgt.
Major Thomas Lake in charge, left
N.W.M.P. headquarters at Fort Walsh
for Fort Qu'Appelle a Hudson’s Bay
Company post 315 miles north-eastw ard,
Supt. W. M. Herchmer with seven men
and 14 horses set out from Battleford by
main cart trail bound for the same
destination, a distance of 280 miles.

Unforeseen difficulties arose and
trouble beset seemmglv everyone con-
cerned in the preparations. At Portage la
Prairie Inspector Neale had barely set up
camp when a violent thunder-storm
scattered tents, wagon-covers, bedding
and other equipment; on the trail to Fort
Qu’Appelle 100 miles from Fort Walsh
the horses of Lake’s party stampeded and
15 of them were lost, and to the north
some oats which Superintendent Herch-
mer had intended to pick up at Fort
Carlton, H.B.C. post midway between
Battleford and Qu’Appelle, had been sent
to Battleford. As a climax to this series
of set-backs, three constables carrying
Indian annuity money arrived at Carlton
from Qu'Appelle on horses so jaded that
Herchmer had to replace them with
four of those he had selected for the tour.

Oats were an essential travelling com-
modity in those days and of course it
was imperative for the success of the
tour that they be made available in
quantity at strategic points. Herchmer
instructed that two tons of the oats at
Battleford be returned to Fort Carlton
and from there he took them to Qu'Ap-
pelle, arriving on July 21. While his men
were laying in a cache in the Touchwood
Hills and another at Humboldt, he learned
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Commr. A. G. Irvine.

that Lake’s party, its rations almost ex-
hausted, was slowly approaching from
the south and nnmcdmtel\ sent out sup-
plies and assistance. On the 26th the
travel-weary detachment arrived — its
only reverse the lost horses and these
were replaced by hired ones.

On July 31, his mission at Qu’ Appcllc
finished, Herchmer with eight N.C.O.s,
32 constables and 50 horses, one light
and five heavy wagons set out for Fort
Ellice, prmupql L B C. post on the upper
Assiniboine—his object being to store
oats at suitable points along the trail.
Next day a messenger overtook the
party, w ith instructions from Ottawa for
Herchmer to go to Portage la Prairie
and there take over the transport from
Inspector Neale.

Herchmer pushed on to Fort Ellice
where he hastily complctcd his arrange-
ments, then, leaving Lake in charge of
the main escort party cnmmpcd n «r()od
pasture-land a few miles from the settle-
ment, moved on to Portage la Prairie.

Inspector Neale had in his care nine
hired men, two police recruits doing
teamster work, 39 horses, two of them
incapacitated, and 12 wagons. Herchmer
relieved him of his command, and on
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August 8 took charge of more transport
and stores that had been shipped to the
end of the newly-laid steel of the C.P.R,,
several miles west of Portage la Prairie.
Five miles further west he made camp.

All now was in readiness—a spick-and-
span  get-up aw aited His Excellency’s

arrival.
* * *

Cil][‘mz wait wasn’t long. As a brilliant
afternoon was waning, smoke was
seen in the east and the vice-regal train
rolled slowly on unballasted rails to the
end of the line. Accompanying the vice-
regal party was Asst. Indian Commr.
Elliott Galt who had brought along two
wagons loaded with presents for the
Indians. Herchmer consulted with the
Governor General’s military secretary
and it was decided that His Excellency
should take a steamer up the Assiniboine
to Fort Ellice where he would be met
by the Mounted Police escort.

Following upon these arrangements
Herchmer retraced his steps to Fort
Ellice and on August 12 camped near
where Sergeant Lake and the main escort
were staying. The escort presented a
fine appearance—the men in white hel-
mets and new tunics, the horses groomed
to a glossy sheen, the transport teams
choicely matched.

Next morning shortly before the
steamer bearing His E \cellencv was due
Herchmer and 20 men on horseback
trotted down the winding road from the
high plateau on which Fort Ellice was
perched and were lined up at the landing-
place as the boat steamed to shore.

The distinguished visitor disembarked
and acknow ledged the “Royal Salute”,
sounded by the trumpeter, after which
he remarked favourably on the pleasant
spectacle before him and followed by
his aides inspected the escort.

While the baggage was being unloaded,
a four-horse team got out of hand and
bolted. Before the hlgh -spirited animals
could be brought under control the
wagon had upset throwing the teamster
to the ground and breaking his collar-
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bone; the injured man was sent to Winni-
peg on the returning steamer for medical
attention.

The Governor General’s party con-
sisted of a chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Mc-
Gregor of Edinburgh; a surgeon, Dr.
Sewell; a military secretary, Lt. Col. F.
De Winton; aides-de-camp, Major
Chater, Captam Bagot of the Royal
Artillery and Captain Percival of the
2nd Life Guards; an artist, Sidney P
Hall of the London Graphic; correspon-
dents of the Toronto Globe and the
London Times, and a French chef and
SIX servants.

In the lavish entertainment that fol-
lowed, Chief Factor Archibald McDon-
ald of the H.B.C. and his wife were hosts.
A keg of Demerara rum was broached
and to round out an occasion that was
replete with Western hospitality a sump-
tuous repast was served. His Excellency
attended an Indian council that after-
noon and was guest of the McDonalds
for the night.

* * *

NI\[ afternoon the party left by
trail for Fort Qu’'Appelle, His
Excellency riding in one of the army
ambulances.

Countless details devolved upon the
Mounted Police throughout the tour.
Apart from serving as escort, they
performed such duties as unpad\mq
and repacking the baggage and equip-
ment, pitching and tal\mg down the
tents, fitting and repairing the saddlery
and other harness. The regular mqhtl\
routine provided for two reliefs—one
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., the other from
2 to 6 a.m. In the daily routine, reveille
usually was at 3 a.m., with the cavalcade
on the trail b\' 6, a stop being made at
10 for breakfast and another at 3 p.m.
for dinner—then a further advance was
made to suitable camping grounds for
the night. This schedule was altered at
Mounted Police and H.B.C. posts.

At the mission of Lebret Father ]J.
Hugonard and his assistants had erected
an arch of green boughs under which
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the visitors passed to be met by a large
gathering of half-breeds and Indians who
presented an address and in turn were
addressed by His Excellency.

A few miles further on was Qu’Appelle.
The travellers arrived there in the evening
of August 17 and were met by an escort
led b\' Insps.-'S. °B, Steele /Here the
civilians who had been hired at Portage
la Prairie were paid off, and the Force
henceforth assumed all transportation
duties.

Half-breeds and Indians gathered to
stare at the son-in-law of the Great White
Mother, and the setting sun shone on a
colourful picture. Lodges of the red men
dotted the river bottom, lithe young
warriors in gaudy costumes astride their
ponies galloped back and forth on the
plains, and the flashing scarlet of the
Mounted Police lent a special touch of
brightness to this thoroughly Western
scene.

During his brief stay at Qu'Appelle
the Governor General was made com-
fortable in the H.B.C. post by Chief
Trader W. J. McLean and his wife, the
former having met His Excellency at
Febret:

Supt. W. M. Herchmer.



Fort Carlton, N.W.T.

On the 18th, with Inspector Steele in
charge of the guard, His Excellency
attended a council of the Indians who
afterwards held a big war-dance in his
honour.

On the morrow the cavalcade wended
its way out of the valley and after six
days of easy trav cllmg through the
Touchwood Hills and across the Salt
Plains came to Gabriel’s Crossing on the
South Saskatchewan where thc well-
known Metis plainsman, Gabriel Dumont,
operated a scow-ferry.

Crossing the river was arduous work.
Some of the escort swam the 80 horses
over and others made numerous trips
transporting the baggage and wagons.
Each time, the loaded ferry drifted
downstream a mile or so before reaching
the opposite bank and had to be hauled
up to the landing-place with ropes for
the next passage. ““The men”, said Super-
intendent Herchmer afterwards, “worked
admirably—their handiness and cheerful-
ness under most trying Liuumsmmes
were most fav ()umbl\ commented upon.’

At Duck Lake Chief Beardy, decked
out in his most brilliant raiment, embraced
the Marquis warmly and in Cree and
broken English showered him with enco-
miums. The Cree chief had always been
a trouble-maker, but judging from his
present conduct a new-comer would

have thought him one of the most fer-
vent and law-abiding of the Queen’s
sul)]ects He capped this hlghlv effusive
1ecept1(m by holding the vice-regal hand
tightly and’ solemnl\' declaring that they
were blood relatives—his father was re-
puted to be a white trader called Suther-
land, a name connected with His Excel-
lency’s forebears.

Though amusing the situation was
startling and His Excellency, laughing
aside the intimate pretension, presented
a souvenir token of his visit and lost no
time in resuming the journey. That eve-
ning he arriv ed at Fort Carlton where
he and his party found quarters for the
night awaiting them in the H.B.C. post.

In the morning, after attending an
Indian powwow, the visitors sailed down
the North Saskatchewan on the com-
pany’s steamer Northcote and at Prince
Albert changed over to the steamer
Lily which took them to Battleford,
Capital of the Northwest Territories.
Shortly after the vice-regal departure
from Carlton, Herchmer w vith the escort
and transport took the overland trail
westward and in the morning of the 29th
arrived at Battleford. In the preliminary
preparations for the tour, a relay of
horses had been sent to thls point from
Fort Walsh by Commissioner Irvine
who had correctly calculated that the
animals purchased in Winnipeg would
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bring the Governor General’s party this
far.

His Excellency reached Battleford the
day after Herchmer did and was escorted
immediately to Government House, resi-
dence of the Hon. David Laird, lieuten-
ant-governor of the Territories.

That afternoon hundreds of Indians
and whites took part in a grand powwow
with Lord Lorne, at which Inspr. W. D.
Antrobus was in charge of the guard of
honour, and the following day His Ex-
cellency inspected the N.W.M.P. bar-
racks.

Calgary, the next important stop in the
itinerary, lay 300 miles to the south-west.

Indian Commr. Edgar Dewdney, who
later succeeded Laird as lieutenant-gov-
ernor, joined the party at Battleford, and
on September 1 they set out w ith an
escort of 45 men and 80 horses. John
Longmore, commonly known as Johnny
Saskatchewan, acted as chief guide and
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assisting him were Poundmaker, one of
the foremost Saskatchewan Crees, and
Louis Laronde, guide and interpreter of
“D” Division, N.W.M.P.

Through virgin country, in which
water and wildfowl were ample but
wood was scarce except around Sounding
Lake, the cavalcade blazed its own trail,
and in many places was forced by
obstacles of Nature’s own designing to
pursue a roundabout course.

A week after leaving Battleford the
travellers sighted a small herd of buffalo
near the Red Deer river. Three of the
animals were bagged and Poundmaker
caused consternation among some of the
Easterners when he sat on one of the
carcasses, tore out the quivering liver
and calmly ate it raw.

Near Sounding Lake the party over-
took a supply train that Herchmer had
sent ahead from Battleford on August 24.
The train, carrying fodder which would

A painting by R. Lindemere of North Battleford, Sask., depicting the arrival
of the Marquis at the N.W.M.P. barracks, Baulefor(l INSW- L. Aug 31, 1881.
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Chief Crowfoot.

be needed before Calgary was reached,
had made very poor time and Herchmer
was reluctantly forced to transfer some
of the oats to his own already overloaded
rrllnSPUl‘r.

The nights grew bringing dis-
comfort to members of the escort who
were travelling light with little warm
clothing or bedding, and in the mornings
the tents were covered with hoar-frost.

colder,

[Longmore had planned to cross the
Red Deer at a point south of Hand Hills,
but the river banks were so steep that
no crossing could be made there and the
travellers had to go considerably out of
their way before a suitable pl.uc was
found. L ongmore said that he knew
nuthmn whatever of the country on the
other of the river so he was sent
back to Battleford and Poundmaker re-
placed him as chief guide.

side

Herchmer aware rlmr the party was
behind schedule was concerned. Their
indirect course had taken more time than
had been anticipated and there was danger
of the provisions running out. To go
directly to Calgary would in the cir-
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cumstances be imprudent, Herchmer
thought, so they struck out for Blackfoot
Crossing w here supplies were obtainable.
A cold drll,/,lc that lasted 12 hours set in
shortly after the Red Deer was left be-
hind, but when the weather cleared good
time was made and on September 9 the
vice-regal party reached the famous
crossing.

To the south-east from Fort Walsh
Commissioner Irvine and his adjutant
Supt. John Cotton, with some N.C.O.’s,
men and horses had gone to Fort Mac-
leod from where the Commissioner sent
oats and a relay of horses to Calgary.
The Commissioner and his ad]ut"mt
arrived in Calgary on August 24 and
settled down to await the vice-regal
party. Unaware that His Excellency’s
itinerary had been changed he dlspatched
several carts of oats to the Red Deer,
but later, upon receiving a letter from
Herchmer advising him of the altered
plans, he set out for Blackfoot Crossing
with more oats and some spare h()r.ses.

At the crossing on September 10 the
day after the vice-regal party arrived

Poundmaker of the Crees.



“The Last Great Council of the West™.
Photo of the painting by Sidney P. Hall.

there, a large number of Indians includ-
ing Crowfoot chief of the Blackfoot, and
many other dignitaries congregated and
took part in a grand powwow. His Ex-
cellency and staff in full-dress uniform
mounted a platform of a sort erected for
the purpose, while the guard of honour
under Herchmer drew up on both sides
of them and Indian Commissioner Dewd-
ney and Chief Crowfoot walked to their
appointed places.

Though the guard had been assembled
at a moment’s notice and preparations
had necessarily been hurried, efficiency
was the key-note; in his report Supcnn—
tendent Heuhmcr said:

“The men turned out in a manner that
would have done credit to any troops
stationed in permanent stations. His Excel-
lency and party were loud in their expres-
sions of admiration at the men’s appearance.

. Notwithstanding the fact that they had
tm\'cllcd over 850 miles of pmiric,' they
were thus enabled to supply a guard of
honour at a few minutes’ notice fit to
appear on a general inspection.”

No sooner had the Governor General
sat down than over 200 mounted Indians

galloped up and in their wake flowed a
horde of men, women and children on
foot. Rifles cracked and bullets whistled
overhead ominously close, and De Win-
ton, entirely unaccustomed to displays
of Indian exuberance, sidled up to
Herchmer and 1nquncd in a low voice,
“Are your men loaded?”

As the ceremony got under way the
U)p})m-sl\mncd hosts in war bonnets and
robes of state ranged themselves in a
](mg semicircle, some of them squnrring
on the gmund. others remaining on their
ponies —a striking picture of frontier

might and grandeur which Hall subse-

quently painted and titled flthes Toast
Great Council of the West”
Crowfoot then addressed His Excel-

lency. He dwelt on the failure of the
Government to provide the Indians with
sufficient food and supplies,
appreciation of the fair treatment ac-
corded his people by the Mounted Police.

but voiced

An hour or more passed with speaker
following speaker in much the same strain.
The interpreter was Jean LL’Heureux an
Old Country Frenchman who some years
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before had cast his lot with Crowfoot
and even shared the chief’s lodge.

In the afternoon the march to Calgary
was resumed but prior to the vice-regal
departure Blackfoot Crossing felt the
fury of a sudden and violent hail-storm
that forced everyone to run for cover.
Toward the end of the next day Com-
missioner Irvine and Superiﬁtendent
Cotton met and joined the cavalcade
which was in need of the extra horses
and oats they brought.

On the 12th, under the direction of
Cotton, the party crossed the Bow river,
entered Calgary and occupied the camp
previously set up by the Commissioner.

Westward the ghmmcrmg peaks of the
Rockies drew the attention of the Mar-
quis who gazed spellbound at the beauti-
ful scene before him. In high spirits he
visited the H.B.C. and 1. G. Baker stores,
the Mounted Police barracks and many
of the settlement’s humble dwellings. :

Among the latter was that of an Irish-
man named Sam Livingstone who in
1849 left his homeland for the California
gold-fields. He became an expert Indian
fighter, buffalo hunter and trapper and
was associated with Kit Carson. Crossing
the R()cl\'_\' Mountains to the Bow river
country in 1870 he had wandered here
and there along the North Saskatchewan
until eventually he settled down on the
north bank of the Elbow river. His
Excellency was so interested in this well-
known pioneer that he \m\ ed and took
pot luck at the old man’s table.

While the cavalcade rested at Calgary,
His Excellency beguiled the time hshm()
and hunting and C\pl(nmn the district.

* * *

@.\' the 15th His Excellency and staff
escorted by Herchmer started
from Calgary for Fort Macleod. Com-
missioner Irvine and Superintendent
Cotton had preceded them by a day. At
a leisurely pace the cavalcade pmcccdcd
\mtm(r the Indian l)cpamncnt farm at
Fish Creek and at lunch time stopping
at the ranch of “Honest” John Glenn
who apologized profusely for being
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Supt. John Cotton.

obliged to ask his distinguished guest to
eat meat and pudding from the same
plate.

Further on, when about half way be-
tween Calgary and Fort Macleod, the
column came to a wayside eating place
—the little log shanty “of Joe TlOllln(TCl’
and his bride L ucy, a Blood squaw. His
Excellency }.ulscd there long enough to
eat and rest, and added his name to the
unrecorded list of famous personages
who at one time or another had parmken
of Lucy’s cooking w hich was acclaimed
far and near for its matchless delectability.

Near High River a stop was made at
the Emerson and French ranch, and
“The Leavings” on Willow Creek, 25
miles north of Fort Macleod, was selected
as a camp site for a night; at the latter
point the column received fresh horses
and a load of oats which the Commis-
sioner had forwarded from Macleod.

On the 17th, in the morning, the vice-
regal party met Irvine and Cotton about
ewht miles from Macleod; the two offi-
cers had ridden out to welcome it to the
father of all police posts in the far West.
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At the head of the escort that followed
the Commissioner and Cotton was Supt.
L. N. F. Crozier, officer commanding
“C” Division at Fort Walsh who had
arrived at Macleod with a large number
of his men several days plevlousl\ Be-
hind this escort was a crowd of Indians,
whites, and half-breeds, some on horse-
back, some on foot. A salute was fired
from two 9- pnundm field-guns that had
been moved from the fort to a high
ridge overlooking Willow Creek, and
Mounted Policemen lined the trail at
intervals as the distinguished visitors
crossed the Old Man’s river; at the main
gate of the fort a guard of honour under
Inspr. F. J. Dickens awaited them.

Seldom if ever had the old fort wit-
nessed such pageantry. Indians by the
hundreds, Blackfoot, Bloods and Pelg.ms
resplendent in paint and gay attire,
mingled with lean and stalwart cattlemen,
frelghters, store-keepers and half-breeds.
The Mounted Police were everywhere,
and gracing the entire asseml)lagc was a
sprinkling of white women dressed in the
best finery of their limited wardrobes.

B¢ @ol. | B: Macleod, EM:G. (cx-
Commissioner, N.W.M.P.), and his wife
were greeted heartily by His Excellency
and commended for the conspicuous part
they had played in building the West.

While preparing for the reception,
Mrs. Macleod discovered that her only
garment befitting the occasion, a black
plush coat trimmed with silver fox, was
gone at the elbows (fine clothes rarely
came to Fort Macleod), but with true
Western resourcefulness the good lady
had blackened her elbows. :

Macleod himself had also been faced
with a problem—he had a black frock
coat but no silk hat, and the black,
broad-brimmed felt he substituted was
incongruous. Never was any man more
ill at ease than he as alternately he smiled
toward His Excellency and frowned i
irritation at the ()ﬁcndinﬂ head-gear; he
seemed barely able to repress a desire to
tear it from his head and tramp on it.
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Lt. Col. J. M. Macleod, C.M.G., in his

robes as magistrate for the N.W.T.

The occasion was of course sufficient
reason for a long powwow among the

Indians, intermittent spccchcs, horse-
racing, dancing and singsongs. In the

background during these activitiés was
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the ceaseless beat of raw-hide drums.
Traders at improvised booths benefited
from the easy-flowing money and Cana-
dian one-dollar bills which had but re-
cently appeared were displayed as novel-
ties.
Next day Commissioner Irvine received
the following letter:
“Fort Macleod, 18th September, 1881.
Sir
“I am commanded by His Excellency the
Governor General to desire you to express
to Superintendent Herchmer his entire
satisfaction with the admirable manner that
officer has performed his duty while in
command of the force of Mounted Police
which has escorted His Excellency from
Winnipeg to Fort Macleod. I am further
to request you to convey to the non-com-
missioned officers and men who formed
the escort His Excellency’s thanks for the
services rendered by them while on the
march, and the pleasure it has afforded him
to witness the discipline and efficiency of
the corps.
“I have the honour to be,
& SIT,
“Your obedient servant,
“E. De Winton, Lt. Col..:Milly. Secr.2

Unmistakable signs of winter were in
the air, and it was decided that the D
Division part of the escort should return
immediately to its headquarters at Battle-
ford. %Lundmglv in the morning of the
19th, Herchmer turned over command
of the escort to Superintendent Crozier.

In the afternoon the Marquis held a
council with the Bloods and Peigans, and
Herchmer, who had not yet departed,
commanded the guard of honour. Years
later, “Norrie” XI%Ieod, Colonel Mac-
leod’s nephew, in referring to the doings
of that afternoon said it was the ‘“best
turn-out of Indians” he had ever seen,
“so many genuine costumes, bows and
arrows, not to mention the old brass,
bell-mouthed blunderbuss carried by
Button Chief” -

Commenting on the tour, Herchmer
later reported that the “percentage of
loss in horses had been small, taking into
consideration the length of the trip, the
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loads carried and the pace of travel, and
bearing in mind also that the majority
of the horses employed were remounts”’
and that “the old police horses had in
nearly every case been working hard up
to the last moment”

Regarding the men in the escort, he
stated:

“I cannot close this report without draw-
ing your attention to the great assistance
rendered me by . .. Sergeant Major Lake.
Of this non-commissioned officer’s conduct
I cannot speak in too high terms, nor can I
overrate the cheerful manner in which the
whole escort, non-commissioned officers
and men, performed their several duties,
some of which were particularly arduous
ones . . . duties, it must be remembered,
that did not cease when camp was pitched
each evening. Day and night, the horses
received the greatest care. . I believe
it to be unprecedented that not a horse was
incapacitated from work by sore back or
shoulders. I attribute this entirely to the
great care and attention exercised by Staff
Sergeant Horner. From His Excellency, his
staff and the gentlemen accompanying him
I and my command received the greatest
kindness, consideration and assistance.

* * *

NEXT day, September 20, following

a consultation with Colonel De
Winton, Commissioner Irvine and a small
party rode southward with news of His
E\'eellency’s intention to visit Fort Shaw
in Montana, U.S.A. By steady riding he
and his men travelled the 200 miles to
Fort Shaw in record time, arriving on
the 22nd, and were heartily greeted by
Col. Jacob Fort Kent, the officer com-
manding.

Pleased at the prospect of a visit from
the Governor General of Canada, the
genial commandant, after sending an
escort under Lieutenant Todd to meet
the vice-regal column, set about with his
officers and men making arrangements
for the forthcoming reception. Next
morning, assured that all would be in
readiness, he with the Commissioner rode
out to welcome His Excellency.

Meanwhile, escorted by Supermtendent
Crozier and the men of C Division, His
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Excellency and entourage had left Mac-
leod on the 20th and gone to Pincher
Creek where' quarters for the Marquis
were provided in the home of Colonel
and Mrs. Macleod while a camp for the
other visitors was established nearby.
Next day His Excellency visited the farm
of the 'police. also that of the Indian
Department.

Bad weather prevented a detour that
had been contemplated to Kootenay
Lake, and on the 22nd the journey to
the United States was resumed. The
travellers passed across an open plain,
leaving in their wake a well-defined path
known afterwards as the “Governor
General’s Trail”, crossed the Kootenay,
Belly and St. Mary’s rivers and turned
due” south on the Sun river trail to
American territory.

The weather changed, and a bright
sun in a cloudless sk\ revealed in great
detail the vast sweep of plains and the
bold outlines of the Rockies which here
near the international boundary culmin-
ate in the huge obelisk of Chief Moun-
tain. Deeply impressed His Excellency
penned these ﬁttmg lines to the tow ering
massif:

Among white peaks a rock, hewn altar-

wise,

Marks the long frontier of our lonely

lands.

Apart its dark tremendous sculpture

stands,

Too steep for snow, and square against

the skies.

In other shape its buttressed masses rise

When seen from north or south; but
eastward set,

God carved it where two sovereignties
are met,

An altar to His peace, before men’s eyes.

Camp that night was on United States
soil a short distince beyond the Milk
river, and after dark while out gathering
fuel with some companions one man
made a gruesome discovery. He came
upon a dried-up Indian cor'pse sewn in-
side an old buffalo hide and thinking it
was wood took it along. For days after
he was the butt of much good- ‘natured
banter.

THE FIRST VICE-REGAL TOUR OF WESTERN CANADA
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Supt. L. N. F. Crozier.

Next night camp was pitched on the
South Blackfoot Reserve near Hamilton
and Hazlett’s trading store which dis-
pensed a variety of comestibles and liquid
refreshments. ]err\ Potts, famous guide
and interpreter of the Force who had
conducted the party from Fort Macleod,
imbibed freely of the latter, worked him-
self into a bellicose frame of mind, and
recalling a difference he had had with a
local Indian decided to settle it in true
Western fashion. Fortunately the police
picquet took a hand in the matter and
desplte Jerry’s protests bound him, put
him in a wagon and left him there to
cool off for the night.

The following day, September 24, the
troops under Lieutenant Todd arrived
and the entire train moved southward to
Birch Creek where camp was- made.
During the night the American horses
stampeded and in the morning could not
be found. An extensive search would
have entailed too much delay and the
party moved on without the animals,
though the men stopped long enough to
brush up and burnish their accoutre-
ments. Colonel Kent reached the Black-
foot Agency with the Commissioner and
afterw ards meeting up with the party,
took practical chaxge of arrangements
for the remainder of the trip.
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ATE in the afternoon of the 28th
Ill 9 they arrived at Fort Shaw. Seven-
teen guns ‘boomed a salute to His Excel-
lency; the entire garrison paraded and
presented arms; a guard of honour was
furnished, and the regimental band play ed
“Hail to the Chlef” then broke into
“God Save the Queen” as the vice- regal
conveyance swept past curious spectators
and drove under an arch which had been
specially ¢ constructed over the main gate
for the occasion.

Unaccustomed to such fanfares several
of the police horses, disturbed by the
music, reared and plunged threateningly,
but steady hands quietened them.

Then a near-calamity occurred—the
Governor General’s team bolted. With
experienced hand the police teamster
gave the frightened animals their heads.
Skilfully he manoeuvered them into a
runnmg circle until they eventually drew
up in front of the commmdmg officer’s
quarters where the Marquis alighted un-
hurt and entered the building, which had
been kindly plqced at his dlsposal

That evening with Colonel Kent as his
guest, His E \LC”C‘HL\ dined with several
members of his staff. A splendid recep-
tion was given to the others of the party;
Commissioner Irvine and Superintcndent
Crozier were guests of the American
officers, and after taking full charge of
the horses, the Amerlum soldiers threw
their mess room wide open. Cigars, beer
and sandwiches were supplied and every-
thing p()wble was done for the comfort
and entertainment of the red-coated
Canadian police.

The barracks at this mlllml\ post were
more elaborate than those of the Mounted
Police. The adobe buildings had wide
verandas, shade trees lined the four sides
of the square, and throughout there was
a spacious comfort not “associated with
the small log buildings typical of the
nitial outp()sts of the N.W.M.P.

In the morning, arrangements were
made for His I\cellenc\'s departure.
The military band marched and played
reveille to the tune of “The Regular
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Army”, while Crozier and his men par-
aded for the last time in their capacity
of escort to the Marquis of Lorne.

In bidding them farewell His Excel-
lency said:

“Officers, non-commissioned officers and
men—our long march is over, and truly
sorry we feel that it is so. I am glad that its
last scene is to take place in this American
fort where we have been so courteously
and hospitably received. That good fellow-
ship which exists between soldiers is always
to the fullest extent shown between you and
our kind friends. This perfect understanding
is to be expected, for both our Empires,
unlike some others, send out to their distant
frontier posts not their worst, but some of
their very best men. I have asked for this
parade this morning to take leave of you,
and to express my entire satisfaction at the
manner in which your duties have been
performed. You have been subject to some
searching criticism, for on my staff are
officers who have served in the cavalry,
artillery, and infantry. Their unanimous
verdict is to the effect that they have never
seen work better, more willingly, or more
smartly done while under circumstances of
some difficulty caused by bad weather or
otherwise. Your appearance on parade was
always as clean and brlght and soldierlike
as posslble Your force is often spoken of in
Canada as one of which Canada is justly
proud. It is well that this pride is so fully
justified, for your duties are most import-
ant and varied. You must always act as
guardlans of the peace. There may be occa-
sions also in which you may have to act as
soldiers, and sometimes in dealmg with our
Indian fellow-subjects you may have to
show the mingled prudcnce kindness, and
firmness which constitute a diplomat. You
have, with a force at present only 250
strong, to keep order in a country whose
fertile, wheat-grow ing area is reckoned
about 250 millions of acres. The perfect
confidence in the maintenance of the
authority of the law prevailing over these
vast territories, a confidence most necessary
with the settlement now proceeding, shows
how thoroughly you have done your work.
It will be with the greatest p]easure that I
shall convey to the Prime Minister my
appreciation of your services, and the
satisfaction we have all had in having you
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with us as our escort and companions
throughout the journey.”

By 9 o’clock His Excellency was again
on the road, accompanied by the \Iounted
Police and a detachment of American
troops. At the parting of the ways a few
miles out a halt was made and each man
in the police escort was presented to the
Governor General who had expressed a
wish for an informal good-bye. He shook
hands with all and smiled adleu

Finally amid cheers the vice- regal
party, w ith the American infantry now
in charge of the escort, moved off in the
three army ambulances bound for the
terminus of the Utah Northern Railway
at Dillon in south-eastern Montana.

At Helena a public reception was de-
clined as the United States was in mourn-
ing for President Garfield who had died
on September 19, a victim of an assassin’s
bullet.

* * *

MMEDIATELY after the Governor
General’s parting with the Mounted
Police, Commissioner Irvine struck out
on his return to Fort Macleod; next
morning, that of the 30th, Crozier and
the escort started after him. Near the
South Blackfoot Agency cold weather
and snow-storms were encountered and
Crozier had to leave several horses with
ranchers along the way. He and the
escort crossed the Milk river during a
blinding blizzard but they reached Fort
Macleod without mlslmp on October 7.
Some of the escort who were members
of “B” Division, Qu’Appelle, stayed at
Fort Macleod for the winter rather than
attempt the hazardous journey across the
plains, and those from Fort Walsh re-
mained for a short time because Star
Child, a Blood Indian accused of murder-

ing Reg. No. 335, Cst. M. Graburn in
the Cypress Hills two years earlier, was
about to be tried; there were dlsturl)mg
rumours afloat 1nd it was deemed advis-
able to have as strong a force on hand
as possible.

The N.W.M.P. escort travelled many
miles during the vice-regal tour—from
Fort Walsh to Fort Ellice, 443 miles;
from the end of the C.P.R. tracks to
Fort Shaw, 1,229 miles, and finally the
mileage involved when the men returned
to their respective posts.

Lord Lorne’s tour did much to cement
that feeling of kinship which today pre-
vails throughout the British Common-
wealth. In reporting the tour, Commis-
sioner Irvine drew attention to the great
benefits accruing from it to the country:

“The interest shown by His E\ccllency
in everything concerning the prosperity
and welfare of the settlers has left a lasting
impression on them. He at all times took
every opportunity of visiting their homes
and conversing with them on their personal
welfare and their plans for the future. He
gleaned from all the information that could
be obtained in reference to their opinions
as to the prospects and natural resources of
the country. The personal interest shown
by His Excellency in the settlers will, I am
aware, ever be remembered with feelings
of loyalty and pride.

“Among the Indians, too, His Excellency’s
visit has been producme of much good. As
the direct representative of Her Majesty
the Queen, His Excellency’s presence in
their midst, and the trouble and care taken
to enquire into their wants, has had the
effect of strongly impressing the Indians
with the l\mdl\ devotion' of the Great
Mother towards her red subjects.

“The numerous and exceptionally great
kindnesses extended by His Excellency to
the Police Force shall ever be proudlv
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fostered by the corps. No words of mine
can adequately express the earnest and
heartfelt appreciation that prevails through-
out all ranks.”

* * *

]I]:N due course the Governor General
returned by rail to Winnipeg where
during an address to a large audience he
paid this tribute to the Force:

“Canada has been fortunate in organizing
the Mounted Police Force, a corps of whose
services it would be impossible to speak
too highly. A mere handful in that vast
wilderness, they have at all times shown
themselves ready to go anywhere and do
anything. They have often had to act on
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occasions demanding the combined indivi-
dual pluck and prudence rarely to be found
amongst any soldiery, and there has not
been a single occasion on which any mem-
ber of the force has lost his tempe'r under
trying circumstances, or has not fulfilled
his mission as a guardian of the peace.
Severe journeys in winter and difficult
arrests have had to be effected in the centre
of savage tribes, and not once has the moral
prestige, which was in reality their only
weapon, been found insufficient to cop'e
with difficulties which, in America, have
often baffled the efforts of whole columns
of armed men. I am glad of this opportunity
to name these men as well worthy of Can-
ada’s regard—as sons who have well main-
tained her name and fame.”

Oriqi)z 0/ the P.L.D. g ’s

dex the autumn of 1878 when it was learned that the Princess Louise, a daughter
of Queen Victoria, was to come to Canada as the consort of the Marquis of
Lorne, Canada’s Governor General, the government decided that a Canadian
military corps should be provided to escort Her Royal Highness when she

arrived in Ottawa.

To this end the then Prime Minister instructed John Stewart, a young man
who had served two years in a troop that had existed in Ottawa more or less
spasmodically for six years, to organize and command the new unit which was
appropriately named the Princess Louise Dragoon Guards. The first move was to
start recruiting and a primary step in that direction was the appointment of Reg.
No. 280, ex-Cst. John Herron of the North West Mounted Police as sergeant

major.

Born at Ashton, Ont.,, on Nov. 15, 1853, Herron had gone to Winnipeg in
1873, where on November 24 of the next year he joined the Force. On May 7,

1878, when his time expired he took his discharge at Macleod, N.W.T., and
returned to Ottawa to live. It was shortly after Herron arrived in the Capital that
Lt. Col. Fred White, CM.G., Comptroller of the N.W.M.P., requested him to

help in the formation of the P.L.D.G.’s.

In the spring of 1881, because of his intimate knowledge of Western terrain
and conditions, ex-Constable Herron was commissioned to purchase and transfer
some 100 horses to various outposts in the Territories in preparation for the vice-
regal tour which was expected soon to take place. With five N.W.M.P. recruits
he set forth during the second week in June and saw the task through.

Herron decided to remain in the West, and with Captain Stewart, his former
O.C. and the first to command the P.L.D.G.’s, went in for ranching. Together
they formed the Stewart Ranching Company which, with Herron as manager,
became one of the largest horse-breeding establishments in what now is Alberta.

Herron spent his last days at Pincher Creek, Alta., where he died on Aug. 19,
1936. His colourful and distinguished career as a policeman, soldier, rancher and
parliamentarian is recalled at this time because the unit he helped organize was
among those to welcome His Excellency Viscount Alexander to Ottawa on

Apr. 12, 1916

GiS'HE




i g-orqoh‘e)z (Noman

by One of Them

Many and varied are the experiences of the man
on detachment. So, too, are those of the unpaid
and patient members in the Force, though not of
it, who maintain the men who maintiens le droit.

HOUGH an assiduous reader of

the Quarterly, 1 look in vain

through each number for any
mention of the mainstay of the Force—
my colleagues will know well enough
that 1 refer to the detachment man’s
wife. You smile and ask, what do we do.
What, gentle reader, don’t we do?

We mow the lawn; we scrub out the
office and keep it clean; we answer the
phone; we never dare ignore a knock on
the office door—the first cake I ever
attempted was a charred ruin by the time
I got back from answering that door;
we are the matrons, unpaid until some
kind soul warns us, and we refresh the
memories of our masters when they en-
quire with bewildered look, “What the
devil did I do last Thursday afternoon?”
What do we do? What don’t we do?

When I left my home in the East, my
sister Emily, who thought I should take
along a six-shooter and a saddle, called
in farewell, “See if you can’t catch your-
self a real ‘Mountie’!”

I never thought of her words again
until I was at the little country hospltal
on the prairies, which was my destination.
There were two Mounted Policemen in
the town, but the badges of orthodoxy—
the red coats and the horses—were miss-
ing. But, horse or no horse, one of them
came in handy when a fine old gentle-
man patient in the ward upstairs suddenly
cried out that he had succumbed to the
lure of the South Seas and wanted to
bask on the surf-pounded sands outside

the hospital—that at 4 o’clock on a De-
cember morning with the temperature
about 40 below zero.

And so my “Mountie” and I were
married. I lent him $5 to make up the
$500 necessary as stipulated in Rules and
Regulatzom section 222, and he went
mto a frenzv over somethmg he called

“permission” which he had overlooked
until after the invitations were out.

My mother and sister Emily came
West for the wedding. The bridegroom
and best man wore such beautiful red
coats. They were really gorgeous. Emily
spent most of her time ogling (unsuccess-
fully) a young man from the next de-
tachment, and thought that the wives
should wear some kind of uniform too.
My mother said if she were 20 years
younger she’d set her cap for a redcoat
herself, but a Mrs. (Corporal) Smith
who was present declared, “You can’t
eat them”.

Off we went to what was his, and of
course my, first detachment. I received a
long harangue on what could be called

“Keeping Your Nose Out of the Office”.
The office, I discovered was a place of
greater sanctity than the something or
other in Mecca, not to be entered C\LCP(
to answer the phone or the door during
his lordship’s absence to say that he was
away. And, oh yes, for the purifying
cause of washing the place out.

“Wild horses”, I said to myself one
morning- after he had gone, “wouldn’t
drag me into his old office.”

52171
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The door swung open at the first ten-
tative touch of my hand on the knob.
“I suppose”, | sneered, still to myself, 2|
should take off my shoes and make an
obeisance.”

There in the corner was a cell. I took
the only practical way of learning if
anyone was inside—I pulled the door
open and looked in. The ghost of Pan-
dora must have giggled over my shoulder
when I wondered how a felon must feel.
Slip went my heels on the metal floor
and clang behind me went the treacher-
ous door which I clutched for support.

“Serves me right”, I breathed. I pushed
on the door, but it refused to budge.

“It must be stuck a little”, I said, aloud
this time. 1 pushed harder.

By 110 ‘clock that morning I was qu1te
worn out, what with shouting and trymg
to reach the door handle. It was 8.30 in
the evening before the lord of the manor,
the wretch, came home and released me.
That was over four years ago, but last
week when he came in smgmg, off key
of course, “She’s Only a Bird in a Gilded
Cage” I toyed with the idea of letting
him have some rice pudding smack be-
tween the ears.

A few days after my cell experience
I began to get lonesome. I had painted
the kitchen cupboard twice and was
trying to think of something else to do.
Finally I settled down to write a letter
to mother and Emily. They had made
me promise to write e\'er_\" three days
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so that they would know I hadn’t been
scalped.

I wished some neighbour would call,
if only to try the first doughnuts I had
ever made. He had gone out that morn-
ing muttering something about a tennis
court—at least that’s what I thought it

o’clock.

At 1.30 p.m. I looked up from the
letter 1 was writing, and there they were
—visitors at last. Coming up the walk
was an elderly woman, and believe me,
the green coat she wore did nothing for
her figure. She had on a black straw
sailor with a blue feather which lurched
precariously with every step she took.
Bringing up the rear were two small
boys.

I had the door open before they
reached the front step. “I'm so glad you
came”, I gushed, almost yanking them
in. Though I did think they might have
taken off their overshoes, I pretended
not to notice and rattled on, “You're
my very first visitors”.

They seemed a little taken aback by
the eagerness of my welcome, but there
was no time for questions. Before I got
them settled, an Indian in a bright green
shirt who chewed snuff and a gentleman
with a beard appeared at the door. Wait
until I tell Emily I have entertained a
real Indian, I gloated as I ushered them in.

These five were only the vanguard.
Soon visitors overflowed into the kitchen.

“My Very First Guests”
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and I had to use the cups from my
dinner-set.

While pouring I tried to make con-
versation with the Indian. “You heap big
chief gottum lots wampum?” I asked
archly.

His grunts made me wish for my Girl
Guide Manual, though I was sure one
grunt meant “yes”.

SYiou Catchum plenty scalps at Frog
Lake massacre?” I went on desperately.

He gave me a look which was a dead
ringer for one that a doctor in the hos-
pital where I had trained once gave an
intern who recommended amputation of
the head for a patient suffering from a
troublesome scalp ailment.

“Hardly, madam”, he replied in digni-
fied tones. “My paternal grandparent
was a mere youth at the time.”

The man with the beard asked me
twice when court would start, but rather
than betray my ignorance I affected not
to hear him.

Then the office door slammed, signall-
ing the master’s return. He came through
to the pantry where I was cutting up
the last of the bread. Incidentally there
were only two trains a week—no more
bread until Monday. But what was bread
where my very first tea party in my own
home was concerned?

“What the hell are you doing?” he
screamed. “You've filled the house with
an assorted gang of hen-roost robbers
and wife beaters.”

I feebly waved my hands in explana-
tion.

“Send them around to the office”, he
snarled. “To the office door at the side.
And in future, anyone who comes to
the front door, send them around to the
office door at the side.”

Three days afterwards I sent the
minister’s wife and his maiden sister from
Toronto around to the office door at the
side. They didn’t speak to - me  for
months.

“What”, I asked one peaceful evening,
“are those things I sign at the end of the
month after I’ve been matron?”
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My devoted one was reading and kept
his nose buried in the book. “Something
to do with rules and regulations”, he
grunted.

SWell ] persisted,
cheque?”

“It’s a contribution we make each
Christmas for distressed members of the
Force”, he growled. “Can’t you see I'm
reading?”

The next day the officer commanding
the sub-division came, and stopped lono
enough in the living-room to exchange a
word or two with me. I took the bull by
the horns. :

“Inspector, do matrons get paid>” 1
ventured.

“My dear lady, of course they do.
They get—"

“Sir, I want you to see the basement”,
my lord interrupted.

“In a moment”, said the inspector. “As
I was saying, they get—"

“Sir, I have a case pending that I'd like
to get your opmlon on It raises some
very mterestmg points”, fairly howled
the master in desperatlon

The mspector s tone grew frosty. “Be
patient, man.” And turning to me. “As
I started out to say, matrons are entitled
to 2

After the inspector had gone I did
some figuring, then stalked into the office.
“Fork over $37.80”, I ordered. “Prisoners’
meals, matron fees and my share of the
moiety.”

He paid.
*

“what is a 11i0lety

* *

ND in case this should catch the eye
A of some p()licenmn's wife who is
ignorant of such things, it’s nothing but
blackest deception thqt we have to dean
their buttons and shine their boots—that
isn’t in the Rules and Regulations at all.
I looked.

As one who has had five years’ e\peu—
ence, let me advise my detachment sisters
that there’s nothing like a visit to the
next detachment to compare notes. Be-
lieve me, as husbands the Mounted Police
are all ‘alike. One bride was in tears
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when she told me about the time she
tried to surprise her husband by forcing
herself to buy a new muskrat coat—
when she went down to make sure that
the joint account would stand the strain,
what do you think she found? He had
spent $100 on a camera.

I myself once had to put up with a
retriever pup (during the winter, too)
in place of an adorable blue—ﬁgured
jersey dress with shirred waist and front
pockets.

Another girl’s husband went scientific
on her. She told me it was bad enough
to have to throw biological specimens
out of the ice box, but she finally balked
when he wanted her to swallow a tube
so that he could do a gastric analysis.
That was after the time the garden plot
in which she had carefully put $2 worth
of gladioli bulbs, was littered with
plaster-filled footprints—she always
blamed the class at Regina for that. As
a peace offering, he volunteered to make
a dress form for her. You know how it’s
done, of course. You wear a sweater,
then cover it with plaster-filled wet tape.
They had to get a doctor to cut her free,
and now she buys her clothes through
the mail order mml()(rue like the rest ()f
us do.

Another detachment wife told me that
her father gave them a dining-room suite
for a wedding present. In three moves
they never mqm(red to get a house with
a dmmgr room, so thev sold the suite.
You guessed it, the next move was to a
house which had a huge dining-room.

But even moving from place to place
can be fun. The onl\ time I regretted a
transfer was when I had just been ap—
pointed to the chair of a local women’s
club—I had patiently attended the meet-
ings for three years. However, in the
next place we went to, even though it
was a foreign- -language settlement, [ had

the satisfaction of organizing a company
of Canadian Girl Guides.

I now can smile at incidents I once
thought grim. Who among us hasn’t had
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the experience of seeing the bread-
winner get up in the small hours of the
morning in response to a call which
eventually takes him 30 miles or so
away? Have you while he is away
settled down ‘with a newspaper and
gazed in horror at a head-line such as,
“Policeman Murdered by Bandit>”

* * *

sHOWED this effusion to Mrs. (Cor-
poral) Smith and she looked wistful.

“My child”, she said gently, “I reached
my first detachment by driving 30 miles
in a cutter. It was a log house, and I still
shudder when I think about the bedbugs.
I could tell you a story. One, did I say?
Hundreds of them. Walt until you have
been in for 30 years.”

I happened to leave this manuscript
where it caught the eye of the constable
in charge, and only quick action pre-
vented it from becoming fuel.

“I will”, he threatened, “be fired,
canned, discharged, kicked out, and
probably get a term in the guard-room
in the bargain.”

Later I heard him asking the magistrate
if offences under the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Act were extraditable.
Then I caught sight of a letter addressed
o “The Recruiting Officer, French For-
eign Legion, Sidi Bel Abbes, French
North Africa”.

The deeds of the sons of the Force
are chronicled. But what of the Force’s
daughters? The patient, self-immolated,
obscure daughters? The watchers, the
waiters, the hewers of wood, the drawers
of water (I'll fill the water pails as soon
as I get back)? Ah, Investigation! How
many water pails and wood boxes have
been left as barren as the Sahara in thy
name!

Yet we are not altogether forgotten.
Superintendent K. used to sum up our
virtues, and kindle a glow of self-satis-
faction in every bride by assuring them
sagely, “We know, we know. You see,
we dipind on the wives”.
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THE NAVAL COLLAR: When sailors favoured
pigtails as a mark of their distinctive occupation, the
tar and grease applied to keep the pigtails stiff soiled
the jumper —so colourful “Jack Tar” wore a wide
collar. In 1857, the addition of three rows of white
tape was authorized—and contrary to popular belief
are not symbolic of three great British naval victories.
The reason remains unknown.

In The Best Of Tradition It's Always

Vayo Ploar®

PLAYER'S MILD

MILD or MEDIUM
CORK TIP and PLAIN

Plain—have “Wetproof’’ paper which does not stick to the lips.

PLAYER’'S NAVY CUT

CIGARETTES



The Arctic trails have
their secret tales

That would make your
blood run cold.

—Service.

AN A

BY W.

T waAs a rather weird experience,

and though it was years ago I still

recall the details \1\1dl\' It hap-
pened one winter while I was travelling
alone the 70 miles from the mouth of
the Coppermine river on the Canadian
Arctic coast to Bernard Harbour where
I was to spend Christmas. Broken ice
and pressure ridges were piled high
against the sheer rugged cliff that skirts
Cape Krusenstern, and I decided to cut
across the low ten-mile portage behind
the cape and save my five weary dogs a
tough pull.

Fine weather had held for several days,
a rare. phenomenon in. that district at
that season; but now there was a por-
tentous calm, and I felt that a blizzard
was about to strike. If one did, trav elling
would be next to impossible, for all
landmarks would be obliterated and my
compass was pmctically useless so close
to the magnetic pole.

Halfway across the portage, I came
to a deserted Eskimo village of nine
igloos. It was a good camping place,
and something inside me—prudence or
that so-called sixth sense, call it what
you will—seemed to be clamouring for
attention, warning me not to go any
further until the weather was less threat-
ening. However, being anxious to get to
Bernard Harbour without delay, I pushed
on.

CTIC TALE

B B, B O A B E

I had gone no more than three miles
when it started. A light puft of air sent
up a spiral of snow, and within ten
minutes howling winds were blowing
the ground drift of loose snow to a
height of at least 20 feet. The blizzard
was becoming more severe with each
passing moment, and I was headed right
into it. Soon the lead dog was obscured
from my view. I clung tlghtlv to the tail
line of the sled as I ran, aware that if it
slipped from my grasp I w ould be
stranded.

Realizing presently the futility of try-
ing to buck such w cather, I wheeled the
dogs and let them race at top speed
before the storm back to the deserted
village.

I Lh()se the only igloo whose walls had
not been breached b\' the village’s late
inhabitants, and after unhltchm(r and
feeding the dogs, I cut away the block
that filled the door-w ay of the snow
porch. Next I put fresh snow on the bed
platform, carried in my sleeping sack
and grub box, then from the inside
sealed up the door-way for the night.

After I had quickly cooked and eaten
a meal, I placed my single deerskin on
the snow bed, my sleepmo sack on top
of it and crawled in. A long odd- -shaped
bundle lashed securely in deerskins lay
on the other side of the bed, and drowsily
I wondered what it was. It belonged to

9199
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the Eskimos who had camped here, and
they would call for it later. That much
I knew. For when Eskimos leave a place
in a hurry they flequentlv cache some
of their belondmgs in sealed igloos. I
had often noticed this in my travels The
bundle beside me, however, was much
longer and narrower than others I had
seen; but I was too tired to satlsf\ my
curiosity and before long fell fast asleep

The storm was one of those freaks of
nature that begin in very mild ‘weather,
then ina few hours the temperature dr ops
to 35 below while the wind increases in
velocity to 50 miles an hour or more.
During the night, I wakened chilled to
the bone, got up, lit a candle and undid
the raw- hlde thongs of the mysterious
bundle suﬂicxentlv to allow me to pull
out three deerskins of many that were
neatly folded on top. One of these I
placed under my sleeping sack, hair side
up; the other two I used as covers. In
the darkness again and now quite warm
I tried to sleep.

But a haunting presence seemed to be
near me, seemed to fill the igloo. As the
wind howled wildly outside this pre-
sence seemed to chant in aceompam-
ment, “It is wrong—it is-s wrong—it is
wro-o0-o-n-n-ng—to take those skins—
to take those skin-n-n-ns. Put them back
—put them-m-m back —put them
ba-a-a-ck”.

This is foolish superstition, I upbraided
myself. I tried to sleep but the unearthly
lament persisted, kept me awake. Fin-
ally I got up again, put the kettle on
the primus stove and brewed a good
strong pot of tea.

While waiting for the tea to steep I
approached the bundle, candle in hand.
With my free hand I turned down layer
after layer of deerskin. When I reached
the last one, a finely-tanned fawn skin,
the light flickered and threw weird
shadows on the wall, and T had a pre-
monition I was in for a shock.

Trembling, I lifted this skin. To my
amazement, there before me was my
old Eskimo friend, Ha-la-lak. He was

0o
o
“)

dead of course. His wide eyes stared up
at me; in the wavering llGht they seemed
to be very much ah\'e to be dancing
with amusement. His mouth was tw isted
into what looked like a grin of welcome,
as though he were glad to see me.

I drew back with a shiver, then sud-
denly recalled an Eskimo custom I had
all but forgotten. When an Eskimo of
this region dies, his relatives wrap up his
remains and leave them in the place of
death because his spirit is supposed to
hover there for awhile; after the spirit
departs, the body is removed to the
burial ground. It was a practice of which
I was well aware; yet I had never
actually encountered it, and this un-
expected introduction to it through the
discovery of my old friend startled me
greatly.

By now the tea was ready, and I gulped
down a cupful. Remembermg that Ha-
la-lak had shared many a pot of tea with
me, I gravel\ bowed to his remains and
said, “Wish you could join me, old
man’’.

I wasn’t being flippant. I really meant
what I said, for 1 had always enjoyed
his company. After that the turmoil inside
me ceased. Tranquility was restored to
the igloo.

Murmuring, “Friend Ha-la-lak, my
need is greater than thine”, I once agaih
crawled into my sack, pulled the skins
over me and settled back comfortably.
The wind now sang a different refrain.

“You're welcome, you ar-r-re welcome
—you are welcom-m-me. Sleep gently——
slee-ee- -p gently—sleep gentle-e-e-y.’

For three days and nights I remained
storm-bound. But during them I rested
more peacefully than ever before or since
in bad weather. Even though dead, Ha-
la-lak somehow was good company and
I was glad to have him there with me.
When the storm cleared I lashed him in
his deerskins again, re-sealed the door of
his Taj Mahal and, bowing reverently
in front of it, said under my breath,
“Good-bye, old man. Sleep well”.

With a shout to my dogs, I was away.
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ASHME, st 150l ¢ st C
plete of these projects, is situated in

a valley 2,300 feet above sea level on the
site of old 14 Mile Ranch so named be-
cause it was 14 miles from Hope, B.C:
Giant mountain barriers hem the place n

OR security reasons it became
necessary early in 1942 to evacu-
ate the jnpnnés‘c people from the

proteued area of the Pacific coast. A
matter of military strategy, the under-
taking was the 1)10s,cst emergency trans-
fer of p()pul.ltmn n (Amadmn hlst()r In
its initial stages, some 8,000 Japanese were
given temporary Ju()mm()darmn at
Hastings Park, Vancouver, B.C., and
from there, as settlements were estab-
lished, moved to their new homes.

Six of these relocation centres are still
operating, all of them in British Columbia
the province in which most of the Japan-
ese in Canada are located. They are
known officially as interior h()usmo pro-
]ccts and it 1s incorrect to refer to them
as internment camps.

*Reg. No. 14248, Cst. William Robert C “ooper
has been in charge of Tashme Detachment since
May, 1945.

[:2

COOPER"

most isolated and most com-

and

and invest it with an aloof beauty
mystical aura of a Shangri-La.

The name Tashme though it sounds
ty plmll\ hpanue 1s of th()rouwhl\' _ana-
dian or igin. It came about this way. W hen
the evacuation took place the British
Columbia Security Commission, now
Department of Labour, Japanese Divi-
sion, whose pnnml\' function, in the
words of Order-in-Council P.C. 1665,
was “‘t pl‘m supervise and direct the
evacuation” and “to provide for the hous-
ing, feeding, care and protection” of the

evacuees, consisted of Mr. Austin’ C.
I'aylor, a prominent Vancouver indus-
trialist, Asst. Commr. (now Deputy

24 ]
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Commissioner) J. Shirras of the British
Columbia Provincial Police and Asst.
Commr. (now Deputy Commissioner)
F. J. Mead of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. The first two letters of
the surname of each of these officials were
linked together to form TA-SH-ME, a
word destined to outlive the settlement
for already it has been used to name
several Japanese babies.

All the lumber used for renovating and
construction work at Tashme was ob-
tained on the spot. The supply was un-
limited as the settlement lies not only in
the heart of the mountains but in the heart
of some of the richest forests of the pro-
vince. Timber limits were leased and from
the outset many experienced Japanese
loggers were employed at felling trees.

A saw-mill was erected on the grounds
to cut the logs into lumber, and soon a
number of dwellings began to take shape.
As each little hut was finished it became
the home of an evacuee family and gradu-
ally the congestion at Hastings Park was
relieved.

Wood and lumber continued to be the
main product of the settlement even after
building operations were completed. It is
marketed elsewhere by the Department
of Labour and some of it in 1943 helped
to alleviate the acute fuel shortage in
Vancouver.

On the property, when the security
commission acquired it, were a small
ranch house, two large barns and several
outbuildings. One of the barns was quick-
ly converted into a two-storey apartment
house by Japanese carpenters and work-
men; the other served first as a hospital
but now is a recreation hall, and one of
the outbuildings became a well-equipped
butcher shop.

A large U-shaped structure was erected
and divided into three parts:
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and the hospital were finished.

There are ten avenues in the settlement,
each with approximately 30 houses re-
sembling army huts, that have no base-
ments and are covered on the outside with
tar paper. Each hut accommodates a large
family or two small ones, and in the latter
case both families share the middle room
which in every house serves as a kitchen,
dining-room and living-room, and from
which the bedrooms are separated by
curtains.

Outwardly the huts seem alike with
their ad]ommg flower gardens, tiny and
colourful, their wood piles neat and all
of a size. Inside, however, some are inter-
estingly different; it is remarkable what

a little'originality and effort have accom-
plished.

Several are well finished and have built-
in tables and cupboards. Some have been
partitioned, and in a few instances other
rooms have been sectioned off; this prac-
tice, however, is discouraged as it involves
the use of extra stoves and heaters. The
beds are built purposely high off the floor
so as to provide storage space underneath
for trunks and boxes. When company
comes, quaint little wooden benches ap-
pear from nowhere and a cushion for each
is gracefully placed in position as the
visitor sits down.

Four apartment houses near the centre
of the settlement provide living quarters
for some of the older people and numer-
ous families. Each apartment consists of
a large room, and large community
kltchens one to a floor, furmsh facilities
for cooking and eating.

Down on what is known as Pig Avenue,
a bunk house some distance from the
others and locally called the “bull pen”
has been assigned to a dozen or more un-

one side provides office
accommodation, the middle
1s a store and the other side
is a warehouse. Subse-
quently a school, quarters
for the Occidental staff,

one of several
relocation settlements prepared

Life in Tashme.

for the Japanese evacuated from
British Columbia coastal areas after

Canada declared war on Japan.

Photos by National Film Board
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desirables who are feared and ostracized.
After dark this abode is shunned by all
but the brave

The bachelors live in bunk houses
where at all hours of the day a queer type
of card game is in progress. These tenants
are always complaining, for Japanese
object strenuously to sleeping in upper
bunks and judging from the many re-
quests made they never seem to have
enough space for their personal belong-
ings.

The huts have no running water or
electric lights. Taps placed at intervals
along the streets supply the water, oil
lamps the illumination. Electricity is con-
fined to street lighting and to the store,
hospital and other public buildings.

* * *

DMINISTRATION at Tashme is handled
by a small staff of Occidentals
headed at present by Mr. Walter Hartley,
whose assistant supervises such outside
work as cutting logs, saw-mill activities
and general maintenance. The office staff
consists of a chief clerk, an accountant,
a welfare manager and a junior clerk.
Occidentals are also in charge of the
hospital, the store, the warehouse, the
butcher shop and the post-office.
The welfare department, under the
management of a trained social worker,
is responsible for housing, clothing, fin-

£ INCiNERATOR

Compare with picture on opposite page

ancial, personal and other matters. Its
chief function is to supervise full and
supplementary maintenance—a system of
support similar to public relief.

Residents must subsist on their private
assets, if they have any, down to a certain
amount——namely, $260 (1,000 yen) for
each adult and $50 for each child. The
reason for setting this limit was to pre-
serve for the Japanese a measure of inde-
pendence, a nest-egg from which they
could draw in post-war contingencies.

Maintenance is based on the size of the
family, large families with earnings below
the usual allotments getting supplemen-
tary maintenance. Where circumstances
warrant it, clothing may be supplied, but
the requmtlon which is filled at the
central office in Vancouver, must be sup-
ported by the welfare manager’s recom-
mendation.

A high moral standard obtains at Tash-
me and only a negligible amount of actual
child welfare work is handled. Nor is
there much call for the welfare depart-
ment to sit in on personal problems; very
few cases come officially to its notice, for
the Japanese have an inherent aversion
to sharing family matters with outsiders.

At Tashme, as at other ]A})IHC\C re-
location centres, a committee of the more
prominent residents represents the people
in an advisory capacity and pcrf()rms,
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certain minor administrative duties, but
of course it is always subservient to the
authority of the Occidental supervisor.
There is no lack of would-be politicians
eager for prommencc in civic affairs, and
a phce on this committee constitutes the
realization of their highest aspirations.

Local problems and grievances are
brought before this tribunal and each is
discussed at a general meeting before
being referred to the proper authority for
attention. The committee very often acts
as arbiter in family disputes and its rulings
are usually accepted and followed. Judg-
ment is sometimes difficult though, for no
Japqncse will admit he is in the wrong if
there is the slightest pOSSlbllltV that by
doing so he will lose face among his
people. The Japanese are a race given to
censure and bitter criticism of one an-
other, and to lose face is a calamity of
the worst kind.

* * *

HERE are three main religions at

Tashme — Buddhism, Church of
anland and United Church. The popu-
lation is preponderantly Japanese na-
tionals and Buddhism therefore predomi-
nates. The other two denominations are
represented by missionaries who concen-
trate on secular education.

Education upon which the Japanese

lace great importance, has not been
neglected. All instruction is in English
and students are encouraged to use this
language, their w eakest subject, in every-
day speech. Indeed, they are also ur(red
to dev elop all their thoughts along Cam—
dian lines.

Ninety per cent of the students attend
the pubhc school, grades I to VIII inclu-
sive, where the regular British Columbia
provincial curriculum is followed.
Teachers are chosen from the best-
educated young Japanese Canadians and
given a brief but thorough training spon-
sored by the Department of Labour. The
bulk of education work at Tashme de-
volves upon this school whose classes
begin at 8.30 in the morning and end at
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3 in the afternoon. Attendance is good
and the results have been extremely satis-
factory—in fact they compare favour-
ably with the accepted grade standards
of elementary Canadian schools any-
where.

There are also subsidiary schools at
Tashme. The kindergarten is run by
Church of England missionaries with two
classes a day, one in the morning and one
in the afternoon.

The high school, grades IX to XII, with
an attendance of about 100 pupils, is con-
ducted by United Church missionaries.
By special arrangement with the Depart-
ment of Labour, the public school class-
rooms are made available for the high
school students at 3 in the afternoon and
6 in the evening. Japanese graduates assist
the Occidental teachers, and courses in
commerce and home economics are given.
The evening classes enable day workers
to take up studies, and though the “double
duty” entailed is rather onerous to some
students, all do surprisingly well.

The social side is a very important part
of life at Tashme. The Boy Scouts, num-
bering about 150 members, Girl Guides
and Wolf Cubs come under the Tashme
Young People’s Organization and have
been doing splendid work. The Parent
Teachers’ Association also is very active,
and it is considered an honour to belong
to it. There are several other prominent
groups: The Shin-Wa-Kai, an adult
society; The Tashme Young Buddhists’
Association; The Anglican Young
People’s Association, and so on.

These groups meet in the recreation
hall. Formerly a cow stable, the lower
floor of the same building is used as an
assembly-room by the economics and
music groups, and the stalls, though at-
tractively pamted in green and whlte,
seem an odd settmg for plano and music
book. The musicians—some of them are
accomplished artists — occasionally give
concerts, and dances and other entertain-
ments are staged there in the Christmas
season.
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Conforming to native habit, residents
of Tashme, save for some of the girls
accustomed to the privacy of a modern
bath tub or shower, ob\lousl\ enjoy
publlc bathing. Bath houses have been
built for the purpose, but unlike the ones
in Japan, those for the men and boys are
separate from those used by the women
and girls. These ablution centres are
popular resorts, for there the local 0‘()551})
is bandied about while the bathers sit on
little benches and soap themselves, before
soaking in the large community reservoir.

Food is always a topic of interest. The
impression that rice and plent\' of it will

alone satisfy the Japanese inner man is

quite erroneous. Raw tuna fish flavoured
with soya sauce and mustard, or rice

cakes garnished with seaweed, are favour-

ite dishes at Tashme, though one doubts
if either would appeal to many Canadians.
Most Japanese in the settlement relish

‘Occidental as well as Oriental food, and
only one Oriental meal a day is customary

—usuallv rice and chopped fried meat, or
fish and vegetables. In the hospital both
kinds of food are served.

Medical service for all residents is free

and Tashme is fortunate in its modern,

well-equipped hospital. An Occidental

doctor is in charge and has as assistants a
Japanese doctor, a Japanese dentist, three

trained nurses one of them Japanese, and
many Japanese nurses’ aides. Every pre-
caution is taken to maintain the good
health of Tashme’s 2,300 residents, and

'umsequentl\' there 1s very little illness—

20 patients in the h()spltal at one time is

unusual although there is accommodation
for 50.

* * *

gmtx sauce is as essential to the Japan-
ese diet as olive oil is to the Italian.
A small soya factory operated by the
Department of Labour and manned by
Japanese workers manufactures cn()uOh
of this commodity and miso paste, a by-
product, at Tashme to supply the needs
across Canada.

Tashme is too high above sea level for
good all-round farming, but the residents
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are encouraged to till land in unused parts
of the valley and free seed is provided for
the purpose. The Japanese are excellent
gardeners and many have prrvate plots
that not only help materlallv to reduce
the maintenance cost of the settlement
but provide good farm training for the
workers. Barley, oats, celery and cabbages
are grown in gardens that are planted and
tended with characteristic care. With
live-stock however the Japanese are not
successful; pigs were raised at first, but
the experiment proved uneconomical.

The people have other occupations also,
and many are employed as stenographers,
truck drivers, mechanics, butcher shop
helpers, store clerks and so on through-
out the settlement.

The general store stocks groceries and
dry goods of all kinds, and like the
butcher shop receives payment in cou-
pons, not money. Books valued at $2.50,
$5 and $10 containing coupons worth
from one cent to 50 cents are purchased
from the cashier. Shopping therefore has
its headaches, involving as it does both
scrip and ration coupons.

As in most isolated places a great deal
of merchandise is bought through cata-
logues, and every day finds the post-office
jammed with parcels from well-known
mail order firms.

Tashme is invariably a surprise to visi-
tors. It is hard for the stranger to believe
that this snug, self- supportmg little prin-
cipality is tucked away in such an isolated
spot. But the settlement is real enough,
and it is dependant upon few other than
its OWn resources.

A bakery furnishes the entire settle-
ment with bread; laundry and pressing
concerns are open for business; dress-
makers and tailors are plentiful. There is
also a shoe-maker with an efficient staff,
and a barber shop where shampoos and
face massages soothe tired nerves with
city efﬁucncv and technique. On 9th
Avenue the jeweller’s long nimble fingers
deftly repair the community’s timepieces,
while on 10th Avenue Joe the photo-
grapher, who shaves only when called
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upon to take pictures of weddings, gives.
good 24-hour service on films.

* * *

G:[I]-:/HERE is a marked difference in the
outlook of the Canadian-born
Japanese (Nisei) and that of the nationals.
(Issei). Yet the former differ just as much
from Occidentals in this respect. Caught
in a conflict between two cultures these
Canadian Japanese are in a class by them-
selves and at Tashme as elsewhere theirs
is the problem faced by all first-gener-
ation children of foreign parents who
have settled in America. But the difficul-
ties of the orthodox Oriental are even

greater for he does not take readily to the

customs and laws of our country.

Strict parental authority, traditional
among Japanese, is the source of much
family trouble. In a great many cases the
fathers frown on the freedom enjoyed by
young Canadians and do everything in
their power to counteract its influence on
their own offspring. Ordinarily, Japanese
children submit implicitly to their par-
ents’ will and even an adult seldom makes
a decision without first consulting his
father. Thus, with little or no contact
with the outside, the young Japanese at
Tashme and the other relocation centres
are now much more Oriental in their
views than they were three years ago.

* * *

MANY and varied are the duties of
the R.C.M.P. detachment at
Tashme. In the beginning, the Force
established road blocks on the communi-
cation routes where every passer- by is
checked by a guard. It was deemed in-
advisable to allow the Japanese to wander
at will, so all their movements are kept
under surveillance by means of a rigid
permit system. No resident is permitted
to leave the settlement without adequate
reason being shown. Death of a relative
seems to be the best and therefore the
most popular excuse, and it is astonishing
how great in number are the relatives each
deceased Japanese has.

Invariably the residents bow politely as.
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the police make their regular patrols
through the settlement. The constable
finds himself instinctively returning the
gesture, and after a few months he beolm
to wonder whether he will be able to
break himself of the habit by the time
duty calls him to some other detachment.

Preparing the monthly report 1s always
a task, for many parole “certificates suffer
a tragic f‘ltC——JLU)Idan to the harassed
owners some go thr ()UOh the family wash,
others become part of baby’s breakfast
and still others simply dlsdppCJl into thin
air.

Japanese reluctance to discuss private
matters with persons not of their race
seems to dissolve where the Force is con-
cerned. Each day a steady stream of
worried faces flows into the detachment
office. There is seldom a dull moment.
]mt as the constable through an mtcrpre-
ter is trying to untangle the snarled skeins

of a family difference he is interrupted
by a rush call from the bunk houses where
a fight, usually of the verbal kind, is in
progress. That settled, and the partici-
pants friends once more, a new problem
is awaiting him back at the office.

Tashme and its sister settlements were
the solution to a very serious problem.
The mass migration, JﬁC(.tl]‘l" more than
21,000 persons, an undctml\mg umque in
the annals of this country, was effected
without mishap. In sharp contrast to the
sufferings of refugees in other parts of
the world, scrupulous attention to the
needs of the evacuees was observed. And
1t 1S grat’ifying to record that the residents
of these relocation centres, many of
whom plan to return to their homeland,
have frequently remarked the impartial

and courteous treatment they have al-
ways received at the hands of the
R.C.M.P.



Adventure Road to
Stalag Luft 11

by Cst. G. W. Mortimer

Reg. No. 10740 ex-Cst. R. J. J. Ball’s bent for
excitement conditioned him early in life for the
risks and danger that were his when with other
prisoners of war he participated in the largest
and most skilfully planned escape of the war.

LIGHT-LIEUTENANT Barr and 1

greeted each other in the rotunda
’ of the Royal Alexandra Hotel in
Winnipeg, Man., and shook hands, and
I knew that I was in for an enj()yable
afternoon. He was in civvies but I
recognized him instantly, for though |
hadn’t seen him since we were intro-
duced to each other and on that occasion
he had been in Air Force uniform, no
one could mistake his amazing friendly
smile.

Listening to this man of the marvellous
grin and firm hand clasp was sure to be
a pleasure. Here was a man who had run
hcadl(mg into life and still was on his
toes grinning at the thought of it, a man
who had been slapped around by the
war and taken it with a smile as if it had
all been fun.

He was bare-headed, and under his
overcoat wore an open-neck sport shirt.
No scarf. Outside, the snow was sweep-
ing down the wide expanse of Main
Street before a strong north wind. I
looked out the window, shivered and
sniffled my runny nose; in the presence
of this man who scemed to effervesce
with the most of the best I began to
doubt my alleged health.

We went into the dining-room and
over our meal I learned things about my
companion. Born some 37 years ago at

[
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Kitchener, Ont., where he attended
school and spent his boyhood, Rod as
he is known to his friends had, in answer
to the call of the times to “Go West,
young man, go West”, joined a harves-
ters’ excursion and gone to Saskatchewan.

The open spaces and outdoor life
appealed to him, kept him in the West,
and he turned to trapping for a living.
He “made a pretty fair go of it”, he said,
but wouldn’t tell me where he had oper-
ated—seems a few game wardens liked
his traps so much the\' kept some of
them penmnentl\' Am\ way, things in
general during 1928-29 got a little tough
and Ball decided to turn to something
else.

The prospects of a fairly good future
in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
and his desire for a life of outdoor ad-
venture and action, plompted him to
apply for engagement in the Force. He
was acceptcd, and at Regina, Sask., on
Nov. 4, 1929, signed on as a constable.

It was a gatmd(l\ morning about 11.30.
His first request threw the office staff,
which was rushing to clear its work
baskets for the week-end, into an uproar.
He wanted ten days’ leave to clean up
his personal business. I can’t understand
how he managed it, but he started out
in the Force drawing pay for being on
leave.

32 ]
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Upon completing  his training  at
“Depot”, Ball was transferred to Van-
couver, B C. He wasn’t there long. One
day the officer commanding strolled out
behind the stables and took exception
when he found that his personal instruc-
tions to have a certain horse walk-exer-
cised were being ignored. Ball was
putting the horse over the jumps. Almost
immediately the energetic constable
found himself guarding dockyards at
Esquimalt.

After a year at Esquimalt, he got his
chance to go North. Inspr Ve Sandys-
Wunsch, while on an mspectmn tour of
the dockyards, picked him to accompany
a patrol to the Liard river district. The
officer, two N.C.O.’s and Constable Ball
left on June 11, 1931, and upon reaching
Lower Post Liard started building a
detachment. They completed the detach-
ment in September and the inspector and
N.C.O.s left later in the autumn; Ball
stayed in charge of the new post until
it was closed in September of the next
year.

Upon his return to the Outside, Ball
became a member of the riot squad at
Vancouver, and accompanied it to Ed-
monton, Alta. In April, 1933, he went
to Calgary, Alta., then back to Edmon-
ton, from there to Peace River, Grand
Prairie and finally to Lake Athabasca

where he was stationed until November,
1941.

Out of Stony Rapids and Goldfields,
both of which are on Lake Athabasca,
Ball made many long and eventful patrols.
I remembered reading of one in a file
at Headquarters, Ottawa, Ont.,—the case
of Dirk Bursee. Bursee had been missing
all one winter, and Ball found him the
next spring in a small lake in the barren
lands. It was a really amazing patrol.

“Just luck, that’s all. Just luck”,
Ball's way of passing off my praise.

That life was right up Ball’s alley. In
the bush, on the trail or river, in fine
weather or blizzards, he was entirely at
home. Exceptionally strong, rugged “and
virile, he was ideally suited for Northern

was
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police work; and he enjoyed every min-
ute of it. He did everything well and
kept himself occupied with the 1,001
things open to a man when alone in the
North. The cold never bothered him; in
fact he delighted in it. When he told me
that he rarely missed a daily roll naked
in the snow no matter how low the tem-
perature, I understood how an open-
neck shirt was natural protection for
him against the icy Winnipeg blasts. His
ph\ sical fitness certamlv paid off later
on in Europe.

When war was declared Ball ached
for the action and adventure Europe
offered, wanted to join the Armed Ser-
vices at once. But first he had to get his
release from the Mounted Police and this
did not come until his time expired on
Nov. 4, 1941.

* * *

E joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force next dav and was in
Manning Depot at Edmonton on the
7th. His ambition to be a fighter pilot
was blocked because of his age; then 32,
he was too old. He was given the option
of a d1scharge with possibly a commis-
sion in the Service Police or going
through for what many believe to be the
most dangerous of occupations in the
R.C.A.F.—air gunner. Eager for action
he jumped at the latter chance and within
seven months of enlisting was overseas.
As a rear gunner in a Halifax, Ball
soon was making regular flights over
Europe on bombmg missions. Nearly
every trip had its e\cmng moments and
he liked ev ery bit of it.

One time while he was away on a
short course and a few days’ leave his
crew got so badly shot up that it had
to disband, and, crewless, Ball found
himself grounded. The rear gunner who
replaced him had been killed.

Soon, however, Ball was back over
Europe with another crew—and for
eight months all went well.

Then on June 19, 1943, his flight oper-
ations came to an abrupt stop. While
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flying low over France about 1 a.m. on
the way back from a bombing, the big
aircraft ran into what seemed to be the
heart of heavy flak at Caen and one of
its wings was blown off. At 150 feet it
had been 1mp0551ble for any of the crew
to bail out, and in a matter of seconds
the plane crashed upside down half a
mile from where it had been hit.

It plowed through the ground at
terrific speed and shattered into a thous-
and pieces. Torn free by the lmpact
the rear gunner’s turret, with Ball in it,
rolled away from the fuselage.

“The turret hitting and rolling free is
probably why I wasn’t killed”, said Ball
with a grim smile.

Shaken but still conscious, he struggled
out of the turret and managed to get to
his feet. He was in a field of high, ripen-
ing wheat. One of the plane’s engines
was on fire and by its llght he saw the
main part of the fuselage It seemed to
be fairly well intact. He took one step
toward it, but his leg gave way and he
fell. Until that moment, though he was
bruised and cut from head to toe, he
hadn’t felt any particular pain in any one
spot. But now, lying on the ground, he
knew that his leg was broken. He started
to crawl but lurched sideways as one
of his arms buckled under him, useless.
Also broken, he was sure.

Finally, after exhausting effort, he
reached the fuselage Peering through a
hole in one of its sides, he saw that the
radio operator had been cut in two by
the radio and was lying in a huddle w ith
two other mangled bodies. The three of
them were definitely beyond help.

Ball had just begun to look for the
three other members of the crew when
he heard a moan coming from some-
where near the front of the fuselage.
He called out but got no reply. He
worked his way around to where the
moan had come from. The pilot was
hanging head down in the cockpit and
bleeding badly. His legs were jammed
between the rudder and the seat.
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With a lot of effort Ball freed the
smashed legs, got the pilot out of the
cockpit and lowered him to the ground.
In the dark it was impossible to see
much, but Ball did what he could. His
probing fingers felt a big hole in the
pilot’s head, so big that a rolled-up
handkerchief didn’t fill it. He folded
the handkerchief into a bandage, wrapped
it around the pilot’s head “babushka”
style, and had just finished tying it when
the Germans were upon him.

After making him prisoner, the Ger-
mans quickly inspected the wreckage
and its immediate area. They found one
other member of the crew but he also
was dead. That left the mid-upper gun-
ner still unaccounted for. This man, Ball
learned later, had been thrown a tre-
mendous distance from the wrecked
plane into the deep wheat and had
escaped detection until next day. When
the Germans found him he was alive but
badly injured.

* *

G[ HE Germans superﬁcmlly examined
Ball and, with a splint composed

of strips of cloth and the rung of a chair,
crudely set his leg. They ignored his
injured arm altogether, but he was able
to make it fairly comfortable by holding
it close to his body and buttonmg his
sweater and jacket ‘around it as a sling.

The pilot was carried away on a door.
His loss of blood had been considerable
and it seemed improbable that he w ould
live. In the dim light Ball was certain
he saw him turning green in death.

Ball was taken to a small village nearby
and confined in an awe-inspiring old-
fashioned gaol which had the largest
courtyard he had ever seen—about a
quarter of a mile square, he thought.
The building was of heavy stone and
reinforced with very formidable-looking
carved-oak buttresses and beams. Inside,
the cell block reminded him of pictures
he had seen of Sing Sing. The cells were
1rr1nged in tiers and connected by lat-
tice-work catwalks and they faced into
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a single room. The whole pl;lcc exuded

an atmosphere of old age and solidity.

Ball’s cell was small and its only ap-
pmntmcnr\ were a bed and a bed jerry.
llu bed was suspended from the ceiling

* huge chains with links six inches in
ulunntuuuc and the jerry—even it
looked medieval—was a high old-fash-
ioned thing with two handles on it like
an ancient beer mug. Suffering from his
mjuries and in these surroundings, Ball
got little sleep that night.

Next 111(»1‘ning he was taken h\' truck
to Paris. The stations there were crowded
to capacity and transportation was all
tied up by incoming filled with
wounded the Russian
front. These wounded had been loaded
onto the trains, unattended by
or nurses, and during the trip many of
them died. In Paris the dead bodies were
cremated by the score. The living, pu1d~
ing their removal to IIH\PII als in the south
of France, were cared for to the best of
the city’s limited means;

trains

(Germans f.]\ )11

doctors

but with very

Pengelly.

Camp Stalag Luft III as seen from a “goon™

reproduced through courtesy of Maclean's Magazine

box.

few doctors and nurses and an absolute

lack of medical supplies the former
French c.]piml was an abode of terrible
suffering.

Two days passed before a train headed
eastward and Ball,

medical attention

who had received no

whatever i1n Paris,

wasn’t sorry be on it.

His two-guard escort took him to Du
LLag Hospital at Obberrousal near Hom-
burg and Frankfurt. A former mental
institution that still retained its padded
Du Lag was
being used as an interrogation hm})iml
for wounded and burned of all
the Allied nations.

doors and barred windows,

airmen

Ball was given a quite comfortable
room and his leg splint was adjusted.
But, as all fractures were set at Homburg

and the Germans

always waited until they

some distance away

had at least six

break cases before ordering a transport

to take the patients there, his injured

arm wasn’t attended to for two days.
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The place at Homburg fascinated Ball.
In the room to which he was taken,
three doctors and four nurses, all of
whom were swathed in oil-cloth from
head to foot, put him on a simple operat-
ing-table and set his broken arm. They
wrapped the arm in something like grass
matting, then with toilet paper and fin-
ally with a plaster bandage that they
took from a pail of water. Quickly but
skilfully they flicked the dripping band-
age into place and plaster flew from it
across the room, up the walls and over
the ceiling. They worked with feverish
haste and in very short order the arm
was firmly encased. A peculiar mght
mused Bail on recalling this experience,
those hespattered workers in their plaster-
sp()tted room.

Ball went back to Du Lag much im-
pressed by the therapeutic cﬂulencv of
the Homburg mﬁrnnrv He received no
further treatment thcre, however, and
weeks later after the swelling had gone
down and his arm had reassumed its
normal size the cast wobbled loosely on
his wrist like an elongated bracelet.

The interrogating officers at Du Lag,
smart, mtcl]wcnt ln()l\mg men, carried
large record books that were conspicu-
ously marked with various R.C.AF.,
R.AF.and A.AF. squadron numbers and
crests. With one of the books impres-
sively opened before them, they had
interviewed Ball the first day he arrived
at the hospital and in perfect English
told him nearly as much as he himself
knew about his training, postings and
operations.

When in answer to a request for the
number of his “kite” Ball said that all
he could give was his own name and
number, they didn’t seem to mind;
throughout the interview their attitude
was that of men who knew all they
wanted to know and cared little whether
Ball cooperated or not. At one phase
they informed Ball that the mid-upper
gunner and the pilot were still alive. Ball
doubted that the pilot still lived, but did
not argue the point.
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The P.O.W.’s were allowed to wander
about the hospital grounds, and Ball soon
learned that one wing only of the build-
ing was reserved for prisoners pending
their interrogation. The other wing
served as a sort of rest resort for better-
class bombed-out citizens. These “guests”
and the P.O.W.’s mingled on the lawns,
but were not permitted to talk to one
another.

The lovely grounds and grand sun-
shine ple%ed Ball and he said he rather
liked his stay at Du Lag. He continued
to receive good treatment and even re-
tained the sheeted bed he had inherited
with his room which was a luxury in-
tended, he feels sure, for some wounded
German officer but which fell to him
when the German didn’t show up.

* * *

IIE\R()\I Du Lag Ball was sent to Stalag
Luft I1I at Sagan, half way between
Berlin and Breshu, where some 10,000
British and American airmen were im-
prisoned. This place consisted of three
camps, each separated from the others
by dense forest, and Ball was confined in
the middle one.

Hope of escape was the one thing that
kcpt the men’s spirits up during their
mptnlt\' A number of tunnels were
started in middle camp, but after several
of them were discovered by the Germans,
who were always suspicious and on the
alert, progress on the others slowed
down. No actual break was effected
from this camp.

While in this camp Ball unexpectedl)‘
met his former pilot. It was like meeting
someone from the dead. Though alive,
the poor chap had by no means fully
recovered. He was falrlv well patched up
but bore horrible scars from his IIl’UIl€§
In their preliminary examination the
Germans had overlooked two fractures
in his foot and a day or so after Ball
happened upon him he was returned to
hospital for further treatment.

At this stage of the war more and more
Flying Fortresses were being shot down.



April, 1946] ADVENTURE ROAD

TO STALAG

FOR WINTER RE/ALIT

LR TET

Frepared from

PREFM E3

RICH BEEF!

Before long the Americans in the middle
camp outnumbered the British ten to
one and the Germans, deciding to reserve
the camp exclusively for them, moved
Ball and the other prisoners into the
north camp.

North camp like the remainder of
Stalag Luft III was in the centre of a
very sandy area which had been forested
with piné trees 200 years ago. Its com-
pound was 425 pzlcés by 450 paces, or
about a quarter of a mile square, and
littered with foot-high tree stumps. Cut-
ting the stumps out had been left to the
P.O.W.s and they did it readily for the
firewood it afforded them. '

Two high parallel barbed-wire fences,
seven feet apart and packed in between
with great rolls of barbed-wire reaching
to the top, surrounded the compound.
Forty feet inside this was a safety wire.
To go past it was to invite death from
guards’ bullets. The numerous sentry
towers, each 15 feet high and cquippcﬂ

with a scnrchlighr and a machine-gun,
were manned 24 hours a day.

Beyond the wire barrier on all sides
was the dense forest, its great trees in
rows about 12 feet apart with their
upper branches intermingling and casting
deep shadows below. The trees offered
no more than scant protection to anyone
who might escape and reach them; the
underbrush had been cleared to about
12 feet from the ground, leaving an open
vista in which there was little or no place
for concealment save behind the bare
tree trunks.

When Ball arrived at the north camp,
X, the escape organization, was well
established and operating smoothly. It
had lost some of its best men with the
departure of the Americans but their
going had left vacancies for volunteers
and Ball was one of those accepted.

Every accepted volunteer was classi-
fied according to his qualifications by
the X chief of his block. Miners. car-
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penters and engineers were detailed to
work in the tunnel, tailors to turn out
disguises, artists to forge counterfeit
papers. Anyone who s‘poke German flu-
entl\ was given the job of cultivating a
“goon”—Ball’s name for a guard—, keep-
ing him always in sight and when possible
bribing him to smugglc in items needed
hy. X,

Men without speual ability became
either “penquins” or ‘“stooges”. The
penquins disposed of the sand from the
tunnel while the stooges kept watch on
the goons.

Over 300 in number, the stooges work-
ed in shifts and used an ever-changing
system of signals to warn their comrades
of approaching Germans. For instance,
a tin can on an incinerator meant a cer-
tain thing until the goons, getting sus-
picious after knocking it off several
times, forced the stooges to change to
another signal. Under the aegis of this
security system the workers in the tunnel
carried on free from fear of detection.

The huts in which the P.O.W.’s lived
were 100 feet long, and each contained
slcepmg quarters, a washroom and a
small kitchen. They had been built on
piers about two feet from the ground to
enable the guards to see under them But
one detail had been overlooked—the
washroom and kitchen of each hut had
cement floors that rested on a solid
foundation of concrete and brick into
which the guards could not probe.

And it was from a kitchen that the
tunnel started; through the four-foot-
square base that suppm‘tcd the stove. The
stove had been moved back and the tiles
upon which it had rested were chipped
out of the base then reset in a concrete
slab made from some cement that had
been left over when the camp was built.
The result was a trap door similar in
every detail to the original base.

When Ball arrived thc tunnel was well
started. It went straight down 30 feet
from the trap door, then cut off toward
the woods through light sandy soil that
had to be shored S()lldl\ all” the way.
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Bed slats, commandeered in increasing
numbers from the beds, were used for
the shoring. Unfortunately these slats
were but two feet long and as a conse-
quence the tunnel’s height and width
were limited to this dimension.

In this cramped space the diggers
worked in pairs. No. 1 digger, while ly-
ing on his side and propped on one
elbow, scraped the sand down and push-
ed it toward his feet where No. 2 digger
who lay with his head in the opposite
direction, loaded it into boxes that were
pulled on trolleys by improvised ropes
to the entrance.

Sturdy enough to carry a man, or two
loaded sand boxes, the trolleys were
ingenious affairs. The wheels were hand-
made of wood and fitted with tin tires
cut from cans, and their hubs were
equipped with ball-bearings that had
been smuggled into camp. After the
passageway got fairly long the diggers
lay flat on the trollevs and pushed them-
selves forward to their work.

Fortunately a magazine that told how
to make an air-pump had been found in
camp and, following its directions, X
artisans made one by fashioning a pipe
and bellows out of some tin cans and kit
bags. This contrivance w orked pelfectlv
and enabled the toilers to carry on w ith-
out interruption in the tunnel even when
the trap door was closed.

Sand falls occurred flequentlv A
sudden swish, and invariably they buried
No. 1 digger whose partner had to act
quickly to get him out alive.

The job of disposing of the sand from
the tunnel was a pquous one, for this
sand contrasted umsplcuomlv with the
dark brown surface soil. At the tunnel
shaft the penquins loaded the sand into
long sacks that hung inside their trouser
lcos then they w andered over to a soft-
ball or \olle\ ball game w here, shielded
by the pl‘n ers and spcctatms they pulled
release strings and a dozen scraping feet
soon made the load blend with the
ground.
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other workers — the
;md SO On—were
busy. They too had to work cautiously,
as the Germans, always searching for
-.m_\'rhing that might aid a prisoner to
escape, made a practice of rushing into
the blocks at irrcgulnr hours and ran-
sacking them tlmmutrhl\' even llppln“
up floor boards and tearing out sections
of the walls.

Meanwhile the

ful'QCI‘S. tailors also

Countless times they had to hide their
work at a moment’s notice and conse-
]umtl\' progress was slow. A few of
the artisans worked in an cnl;lrgcd space
at the bottom of the tunnel shaft, but the
others had to use the huts and there,
with a resourcefulness heightened b\ the
constant sp\mu upon rhcm they built
hiding-places whose trap doors were so
cleverly concealed that the goons never
found them.

Some of the who could be
tempted into accepting bribes of food

gu()ns

helped the P.O.W.’s no end. Through
them information was sent to outside

1000 ST.

CATHERINE STREET WEST, MONTREAL, QUE.

contacts, and material needed for making
bogus Passports and identification cards,
and even magnets and radio parts, were
smuggled into camp. A receiving set was
built, and each day

it was read in all the huts.

Nnews came over Iit,

Clothes were made from odds and ends
of cloth brought into camp, identifica-
tion papers from fine pages torn out of
Bibles,

phone records,

compasses from softened grama-

razor blades, pins and
broken glass, and maps were copied on
duplicators which consisted of jello with
pulverized indelible-pencil lead serving
as transfer ink.. Ball showed me two of
the maps and all their details showed up
clc;n'l)',

* * *

C]I[lm tunnel was 340 feet long by the
beginning of the second week in
March, 1944, and had miniature rooms
at 100-foot intervals. On the 12th, dig-
carefully upward till rlu\

1NSt: IHHIU ladders on
went.

oers bored

GaInMeE O GIrEE roots,

the side as they
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Two days later the tunnel was ready.

The entrance door was cemented down
to await a suitable night for the break.

About 600 men had sweated on the
project but only a third of them would
be able to get through the tunnel in one
night. The key men numbering around
50 were to go, and 20 others of the
workers were selected by secret ballot;
of the remainder, 140 names were drawn
from a hat and Ball's name was among
them.

It was decided that the escape would
be attempted during the night of March
24 which promised to be moonless and
windy. A stroke of bad luck occurred
in the form of a fresh fall of snow in
which tracking would be greatly facili-
tated, but as contacts had been notified
and the night was otherwise ideal the
prisoners resolved to chance it.

At the tunnel end a digger pushed a
stick up. Only four inches of earth inter-
vened.

As night wore on, final preparations
were completed, and all the carefully-
planned machinery slipped into action.
Papers and dlsgulses were taken from
their hiding- places and made ready,
blankets were laid at the bottom of the
entrance to muffle noise, and boards, for
the men to lie on while being pulled to
the exit, were nailed to the trolleys.

At last the go signal was given. The
lead man dug through the four inches
of earth, stuck his head out; then quickly
withdrew it. The men behind him sensed
at once that something was wrong.
Something was, and in a flash a wave of
disappointment rippled down the line.

The tunnel’s mouth was short of its
objective. Instead of being inside the
woods it was in the open. The trees were
ten feet away. Even more dlsconccrtmg
a bare 15 \ards from the Qapm(r hole a
goon box was silhouetted against the

sombre sky.
But there was no turning back. Too
much had been planned for this night

to do that.
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The lead man climbed out and crept
to the protection of the trees, letting out
a rope as he advanced with which to
signal the next man when to follow. It
took an hour for the first 20 men to
reach the trees. Lining up, they audaci-
ously marched away as if they were a
squad of guards changing shift. In the
darkness the sound of their feet passed
unnoticed — the goons were always
changing guard and the tramp, tramp of
marching feet in that area was common-
place.

After a few hundred yards, the escap-
ers broke off and headed in different
directions. They had their instructions:
some were to travel by train, others by
road, still others through the woods. :

The same procedure was followed by
those who came after—they lined up in
groups of ten and marched away, prac-
tically holding their breath for they
were well aware that a goon box was
barely a spitting distance from them.

Eighty-three prisoners passed through
the tunnel before a guard with a dog
came along and discovered it. In a short
time the whole country-side had been
aroused in this the biggest man hunt of
the war. The radio warned all civilians
to be on the watch; SS troops, Gestapo,
Luftwaffe and even navy men, by the
thousands, threw out a dragnet, and
Hitler Youth Groups were organized
into parties to aid in the search.

Ball's course took him through the
woods and by morning he was a good
distance away. In the fresh snow, how-
ever, he was unable to cover up his
tracks and before long was picked up
and taken back to the camp. Most of
the escapers were recaptured; of them
all, only three got out of German-occu-
pied territory. “Those caught by local
police, civilians and guards were re-
turned to Stalag Luft III, but 50 taken

by the Gestapob\\'ere held at Gorlitz.

A few days later a horrlf\'mg an-
nouncement was made by the camp
commandant—all the escapers recaptured
by the Gestapo had been shot. The men
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couldn’t believe it. The Geneva Conven-
tion gives P.O.W.’s the pri\'ilege of at-
temptmg to escape; to be shot for escap-
ing would be downright murder! Surely
the Germans were merely trying to
frighten the prisoners from attempting
further escapes.

But when 50 urns containing the ashes
of their dead were sent to the camp,
the awful truth was realized. The story
of this infamy began to go the rounds;
soon every prisoner of war was talking
about the 50 airmen who had been herded
into a courtyard and mowed down by
machine-guns for escaping from Stalag
Luft III.

The grossly brutal act without doubt
served its purpose—from that day on
attempted escapes were fewer.

Intense and solemn gloom spread
through the north camp. Powerless to
avenge their slaughtered comrades, the
P.O.W.s did what they could and paid
tribute by erecting a memorial and
burying the urns around i They ex-
pressed their sentiments also b\ auction-
ing off the clothing of the deceased and
sendmg the proceeds to the dependants.
Generous amounts were bid for practic-
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ally useless articles—150 quid for old
uniforms, 20 for badly-worn sweaters,
and so on. It seemed i)itifully little for
men who had been butchered in return
for their part in the planning and execut-
ing of the most spectacular escape of the
war.

* * *

N the soft luxury of the Royal Alex,

Ball's story seemed fantastic; but it
pieced together perfectly. The thought
struck me that any further excitement
in the life of this dark man with the
touch of gray at his temples would be
anticlimax. But I was wrong.

He handed me two small diaries
jammed with a day-by-day record of
his life as a prisoner of war from Jan.
27, 1945—the march from Sralag Luft
IIT to Tarmstadt near Bremen and east
again to Lubeck near H’llﬂi)lll’g, the
coming of the Royal Cheshire regiment,
Ball’s release on \13\' 2, 1945, his plane
trlp to England, V ) Day and his liner
trip to Canada.

His arrival home on June 7 of the
same vear. That, for ex-Constable Ball,
was the climax.

roecer s rYror
Printer’s £

7HF, following correction appeared in a local newspaper: “We stated last
week that Mr. John Doe was a ‘defective’ in the police force. This was a

typographical error.

Mr. Doe is really a detective in the police farce.”

—OQverseas Mail.

?fspecf /0)' Policemen

‘7‘[ POLICEMAN is important not simply because he wears a uniform, but

because he stands as the appointed representative of the community to assure
its protection under laws which it has established. As such the respect shown
him is simply the respect shown the community. If there is contempt instead,
then it reflects not on the policeman or on the police force, but on the people
who have given him his authority.

Perhaps that is not stressed enough to the young, and taken too easily
for granted by adults. The magnitude of crime is not the sole measurement
of enforcement.

—Hamilton Spectator.




Old-Timers’ Column

Anniversary of The North-west Rebellion

) (
I asT year, 1945, marked the 60th anni-

versary of what officially is known as
“The North-west Rebellion”. Due to lack
of space the Quarterly was unable to allude
to this historic milestone in a proper man-
ner, but we now wish to point out that
Canada should not forget the part played
by those courageous fighters of a bygone
era who shouldered pack and rifle and ven-
tured forth into the still untamed West.
Few of those veterans remain, but to those
few the Quarterly pays tribute.

The author of the following account of
the steps taken to quell the insurrection,
A. N. Mouat of Victoria, B.C., was in the
rebellion from beginning to end, kept a
daily diary thmughout the campaign, and
as he himself states, “fortunately I have a
wonderful memory, with a knowledge of
the North West gamcd by many years’
service with the Hudson’s Bd\ (,()mpam

“The alarm bugles”, he says, “blew in
Winnipeg about 7.30 on the’ morning of
March 25, the day before the Duck Lake
fight. 1 was sworn in at 830, and before
11 a.m., that is within four hours after the
alarm had sounded, the first detachment of
the 90th Winnipeg Rifles, fully equipped,
100 men in all of which I was one, marched
out of the drill shed for the C.P.R. station.
We were a young lot with practically no
military training, but many of us were all-
round athletes and in healthy condition.
Many of us had some years of cxpcricncc
in the West. Havi ing gone out early in 1882,
I spent three years on the great plams and
therefore had l\nm\lcdgc of the customs
and habits of the natives.

“I took part in the record march of the
Main column from Qu’Appelle to Clarke’s
Crossing, meragmg 21 miles a day under
most adverse circumstances. I was present
at the action of Fish Creek, the four days
fighting at and capture of Batoche, the relief
of Prince Albert and Battleford, and took
part in the operations after Big Bear’s band
from Fort Pitt.”

by A. N. Mouat

HE Insurrection broke out on Mar.

18, 1885, when Riel formed a pro-

visional government with tempor-
ary headquarters at Duck Lake, imprisoned
the Indian agent and others there and seized
government stores and supplies.

On March 22, Lt.-Gov. Edgar Dewdney
at Regina, NN\W.T., wired Prime Minister
John A. Macdonald that the “situation
looked very serious” and as a result Major
Gen. Fred Middleton, commanding the
Canadian Militia, was appointed to com-
mand all forces in the field, including the
North West Mounted Police. Middleton
left Ottawa for the West on March 23,
travelled by way of the United States and
arrived at Troy Station, N.W.T., (now
Qu’Appelle) five days later. Having ar-
ranged for commissariat and transport, on
April 2 he moved on to Fort Qu'Appelle.

In the meantime word had been received
of the serious reverse on March 26 of a
small force consisting of 56 N.W.M.P. and
43 volunteers from Prince Albert, under
Supt. L. N. F. Crozier who had gone from
Fort Carlton to Duck Lake to salvage gov-
ernment stores and other property.

The rebels, Metis and Indians about 350
strong under Gabriel Dumont, were in
ambush in poplar bluffs and opened fire
when Crozier and his men were at a dis-
advantage in deep snow. Within an hour
Crozier was forced to retire to Fort Carl-
ton with a loss of 12 killed and 11 wounded
—in all, approximately 25 per cent of those
in action.

Mn)m,a’mx's general plan of operation
was:
(a) The first or Main column under his
personal command was to march from
Fort Qu’Appelle to Clarke’s Crossing,
at the elbow of the South Saskatch-
ewan river, to be met there by:
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Militia at Winnipeg, Man., just before their departure to the North West in 1885.

(b) a second column (the Battleford
column) under Lt. Col. W. D. Otter
which was to proceed by river and
trail from Saskatchewan landmg 32
miles north of Swift Current. The
two columns would then move down
the river along both sides and attack
the rebels at Batoche. This arrange-
ment was however altered following
reports that Batteford was in immi-
nent danger, and Otter was instruct-
ed to prmccd to that point as speedily
as possible. (It was afterwards learned
that the situation at Battleford wasn’t
as serious as reports had intimated.)

A third column (The Alberta Field
Force) under Major Gen. T. Bland
Srmnm was to march from (algar\
to Edmonton, then on to Fort Pitt
where it would meet the Main
column. Strange left Calgary on
April 20. ;

(@]

The

N UMBERING about 400 all ranks—French’s
Scouts (Qu’Appelle district), Win-
nipeg Field Battery and 90th Winnipeg

Rifles—, Middleton’s force left Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle on April 6 and set out via Clarke’s

Main Column

Crossing for Batoche, the rebel’s stronghold

230 miles distant. The trail was in bad

condition, the weather very cold; it was

below zero, and a heavy blizzard com-
pelled the small army to make camp early
Severe weather continued

for several days, but an average of 21 miles

in the afternoon.

a day was maintained even though the
infantry were on foot.
April 9 brought the sad news of the

massacre on April 2 at Frog Lake by Chief
Big Bear’s band. All the white men in that
ill-fated settlement, except Bleasdell Cam-
eron, clerk of the Hudson’s Bay Co.,
killed. He and white
made prisoners.

were

twWo women were

Enroute to Clarke’s Crossing, Middleton’s
column was strengthened l)\
R.C.A., Quebec (,1r) half of “C” Company,
Infantry School, ()nt‘;
Scouts, Manitoba, and the 10th Royal Gren-
After the battle of Fish
Creek, April 24, the column was joined by
two companies—the Midland Battalion, On-
tario; Dennis’ Ontario,
and a Gatling gun under Lt. A. L. Howard,
U.S. Army, who represented the manufac-
turers of the Gatling gun.

The column arrived at Prince
N.W.T., on May 19. I
miles, fought and defeated the
Fish Creek and Batoche, taken many
including Riel and, with the
of Prince Albert, completed the special
task assigned it. There
made up as follows:

Battery,

Toronto, Boulton’s

adiers, Toronto.

Surveyor

Corps,

Albert,
had marched 300
rebels at
})I‘i\«
oners relief

were 110 casualties
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Killed, or Wounded Total
Died from
Wounds

Generalls staffie s o = 2 2
AtiBagtery  REGANS 5 14 19
C Co., Infantry School... 1 6 /l
Boulton’s Scouts . s 9 11
French’s Scouts =2 2 4
Dennis’ Surveyor Corps.._. 1 2 3
10th Royal Grenadiers ) 18 20
Midland Battalion ... — 7 7]
90th Winnipeg Rifles...... 9 25 34
On board S.S. Northcote.. — 3 3
Total Lo BN R e d) ) 88 110

Leaving the N.W.M.P. under Lt. Col.
A. G. Irvine (N.W.M.P. Commissioner) at
Prince Albert, General Middleton and half
of his infantry forces on May 22 left on the
S.S. Northwest bound for Battleford. The
remainder of the infantry followed on May
23 and 24 aboard the S.S. Baroness and the
S.S. Alberta; the mounted men and artillery
went by trail. At Batteford on May 24,
Middleton met with Otter’s column; also
there, were the N.W.M.P. under Inspr.
F. J. Dickens who had arrived after aban-
doning Fort Pitt and assumed command,

and 50 N\W.M.P. under Supt. W. M.
Herchmer attached to the Battleford
column.
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On May 26 Poundmaker and his people
surrendered to Middleton at Battleford.
Poundmaker and his principal councillors
with others who had participated in the
murder of two government officials, were
held as prisoners. On May 31, Middleton
with his infantry boarded three steamers
at Battleford and left for Fort Pitt where
he had arranged to meet Major General
Strange.

* * *
The Battleford Column

His column under Lieutenant Colonel

Ortter, about 550 all ranks, was made
up of NNW.M.P. and scouts under Super-
intendent Herchmer; “B” Battery, R.C.A.,
Kingston, Ont.; half of “C” Company, In-
fantry School, Toronto; Governor Gen-
eral’s Foot Guards, Ottawa, Ont., and the
Queen’s Own Rifles, Toronto. It left Sas-
katchewan Landing on April 18, reached
Bartleford six days later and went into
garrison there.

Over a week went by and Otter, having
learned that Poundmaker and his band, and
other Indians, were camped 35 miles from
Battleford, determined on a reconnaissance
in force, hoping to make that redoubtable
Cree lndmn declare himself and prevent

under

Militia,
up a coulee at Qu’Appelle on the way north in 1885.

Major General Middleton, travelling
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the junction of his forces with Bear Bear,
should such be his intention. Without com-
municating with Middleton (which he could
have done by wire) who was still on his
march to Prince Albert, Otter left Battle-
ford on the afternoon of May 1 with 325
all ranks, camped that night several miles
away and made an early start the following
morning.

Poundmaker’s camp was descried, near
Cut Knife Hill, at day-break and the In-
dians, though evidently taken by surprise,
quickly assembled and lost no time in at-
tempting to surround the troops. From
coulees and ravines they poured a vicious
cross-fire on the troops and at 2 p.m. Otter,
realizing his position was not tenable, de-
cided to retire. He arrived back at Battle-
ford late that night.

His casualties were:

Killed. or Wounded Total
Died from

Wounds
INBWAMER. @08 0 oo 3 1 4
BfBattenys RIGAC = - - 4 4
C Co., Infantry School...... 1 1 2
Gov. Gen. Foot Guards.... 2 2 4
Queen’s Own Rifles......... — 5 5
Battleford Rifles ... ... .. 1 1 %)
ElransportService = = 1 — 1
ftotalss tn i 8 14 22

It has been said that Otter’s attack on
Poundmaker was ill-judged and unnecessary
and that had Poundmaker not held his
braves back the result would have been
disastrous. Why Otter ignored Middleton
has never been explained.

* * *

The Alberta Field Force

G:[I['HE Third column comprised 500 all
ranks and included Major (Inspr.)
S. B. Steele’s Scouts (N.W.M.P. and other
volunteers); the 65th Mount Royal Rifles,
Montreal, Que.; 92nd Winnipeg Light In-
fantry, Winnipeg, Man., and the N.W.
M.P. with one 9-pounder gun under Inspr.
A. B. Perry. It was in three divisions and
arrived at Edmonton, N.W.T., between
May 1 and May 10.

On May 14 the column left Edmonton,
partly on scows down the Saskatchewan,
the transport and scouts by land. All reached
Fort Victoria on May 16, from which point
the 92nd with the 9-pounder and horses
moved by land to Fort Pitt, the 65th con-
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tinuing on the scows with forage and other
supplies.

Big Bear’s band was encountered at Bear’s
Butte on May 27 and driven from a strong
position, the ‘column suffering no casualties.
The pursuit was continued and next day at
Frenchman’s Butte another skirmish took
place, but Strange, thinking he had not
sufficient force to effect Big Bear’s caprure,
retired about six miles to open ground.
Strange’s casualties were three wounded—
one member of the NNW.M.P. and two of
the 65th. The following day (May 29) he
returned to Fort Pitt.

General Middleton arrived at Fort Pitt
on June 2 and arrangements were decided
upon whereby the Alberta Field Force was
to march to Frog Lake. Strange and his
men reached that point on June 5.

* * *

The Pursuit of Big Bear
Wn‘u mounted men, artillery, and 150

infantry, from the Main column,
Middleton on June 3 took up the chase
determined to run down Big Bear who was
being trailed by Major Steele and his
scouts. At dawn on June 4 he caught up
with Steele who informed him that he had
had an engagement with Big Bear at Loon
Lake. Three of Steele’s men had been
wounded, one police and two scouts.

Believing that Big Bear’s band was be-
coming disorganized and might scatter
Middleton telegraphed Lieutenant Colonel
Otter at Battleford instructing him to rake
a force across the river and patrol on
Squirrel Plain, north of Battleford. At the
same time he telegraphed Lieutenant Col-
onel Irvine at Prince Albert to cross at
Carlton and patrol north toward Green
Lake. With Strange moving toward Beaver
Lake and his own troops following the
trail northward Middleton felt it would be
difficult for Big Bear to escape. Leaving
camp early he picked up Steele’s party,
crossed Little Red Deer river, and called
a halt at 6 o’clock in the evening, after a
march of 25 miles. Mosquitoes, bull-dog and
other flies were very troublesome.

Middleton with his mounted men con-
tnued on Big Bear’s trail, leaving behind
the tents which were an impediment, camp-
ing on the night of the 7th within sight of
LLoon Lake.



Reg. No. 773, Sgt. W. C. Smart, Csts. C. C. Colebrook (605), F. Nicholls

(1119), and D.

(John L.) Sullivan (766) with Mista-ha-a-musgva (Big

Bear) at Prince Albert, NNW.T. in July, 1885.

At abandoned Indian camps and along
the trail traces of the white prisoners were
torn photographs, bits of
coloured wool twisted and tied on bushes,

found—boxes,

and sometimes scraps of writing stating
that the prisoners were all right. There

were also signs that the Indians were being
sorely pru\u] and were in distress from
lack of food.

Middleton kept up the chase until June
9 when it was found that the Indians had
passed through a muskeg that was appar-
ently an ]Illpl\\dl)]L barrier for the troops.
i\puunud scouts declared that it might
be done but half the horses would be lost.

Reluctantly Middleton decided to return
Fort Pitt and arrived there on June 11
after a fatiguing march.
After the fight with Steele’s party of

police and scouts at Loon Lake Big Bear
had released his prisoners, about 40 in all.
['hey reached Fort Pitt on June 22, several
in ill health from the hardships they had
suffered.

Campaign Ended

\/%()HH Batoche taken, Riel and most of
his councillors captured, Poundmaker

and several chiefs made prisoners, Big Bear
and his band disorganized and all the white

captives freed, Middleton issued orders for

the disbandment of his forces, with the
exception that pending further orders the
undermentioned troops should remain as
garrison at the places named: 92nd Winni-
peg Light Infantry (less 50) at Fort Pitt;
A Batteny,: RiC A., at Battleford, and B
Battery, R.C.A., at Prince Albert.

The Winnipeg Field Battery went by

trail to Swift Current, thence by rail to
Winnipeg; the mounted men, scouts and

others proceeded by trail to their respec-
five p()lnr.\y

On July 2 Big Bear and a few of his band
were captured near Fort Carlton by a small
detachment of police under Reg. No. 773,
Sgt. W. Smart who had been stationed
there by Commissioner Irvine following
receipt of Middleton’s telegram on June 6.
Big Bear had travelled a l()ng way from
Fort Pitt.

The infantry, on three steamers, left Fort
Pitt July 4 via the Saskatchewan river for
Grand Rapids, thence travelled on barges
across Lake Winnipeg up the Red river to
West Selkirk, 20 miles north of Winnipeg,
and by rail to Winnipeg. On the voyage
down the river they were joined at Battle-

ford by the infantry of Otter’s column.
At Telegraph Coulee, berween Battle-
ford and Prince Albert, on July 7 the

Winnipeg-bound voyagers sichted the 7th

=]
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Fusiliers who were camped there with a
large quantity of stores; some of the stores
were taken aboard the steamers. This bat-
talion (the 7th) had arrived at Saskatch-
ewan Landing on May 9, hoping to reach
the firing line, but to their great disappoint-
ment were employed on scows taking sup-
plies to Clarke’s Crossing and other places.
With the Halifax and part of the Midland
battalions they rendered valuable services
under most tf_\'irlg circumstances.

It is worthy of note that the Main column
under the personal command of Middleton
from the ume it left Winnipeg until it re-
turned, March 25 to July 15, travelled a
total of 1,900 miles—575 on foot, 1,000 on
river and lake and 325 by rail.

The number of troops called out in con-
nection with the rebellion was approxi-
mately 5,400. Nova Scotia sent 400; Quebec
1,000; Ontario 1,900; Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories 2,100 (including the
N.W.MP.)

Many of these men never reached the
firing line as some were assigned to duty
on lines of communication, as detachments
at Indian reservations and other places
throughout the North West.
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Following is a recapitulation of casualties
during the insurrection:

Killed, or Wounded Total
Died from
Wounds

Puckilbake i S e ) 11 23
Main'Column: =~ - e o)) 88 109
Battleford Column .......... 8 14 22
Allberta €olumn: =« . — 6 6
N.W.M.P., additional to

Duck Lake, Cut Knife

Hill, etc. 2 2 4
Total casualties tmops en-

gaped aue. Saneq3 121 164
Illness and accident........_.. 3 - 3
Civilians, Battleford mur-

dered =it S n s A 3 — 3
Frog Lake Massacre mur-

deredii s v wiihes o 9 — 9
ol sime s o S e 58 121 179

Total Casualties of N.-W.M.P. in 1885

Killed, or Wounded Total
Died from
Wounds

Puckellake seonianniviie ¢ As3) 6 9
Cut Knife Eull
Battletord: r 2 e 2o
Ront Patge: s o el
Frenchman’s Butte ... -
Tloon: Lake st oy fole
iEotaledNWEM:P. i« o8 1

— W
— - N

Steamer North West, one of the vessels in which the infantry

iled to Grand Rapids, 1885.
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Agnes Mary Howe

At her residence in Vancouver, B.C., on
Oct. 29, 1945, :\gnes \Iar\' Howe, w 1d()\\
of the late Supt. Joseph Howe of the North
West Mounted Police, passed peqccfull\'
away. Though she had not been in good
health for the past year, her death came
as a distinct shock to her many friends.

Over 50 years ago Agnes Mary Cameron,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Cameron
of Trenton, Ont., arrived at Regina, Sask.
(then N.W.T.), with her mother and
sisters. There she met Superintendent Howe,
and in 1892 they were married at Toronto,
Ont. In the ensuing years Superintendent
and Mrs. Howe were stationed in the
Northwest Territories at Battleford (Sask.)
and Regina, and Calgary and Fort Macleod
(in what is now Alberrta).

During the North-west Rebellion, 1885,
Superintendent Howe was wounded in the
leg at the battle of Duck Lake when a
small detachment of the Force and 200
volunteers under Supt. L. N. F. Crozier
were attacked by 2,000 rebels.

In 1901 Superintendent Howe served
the South African War as second in com-
mand of the Canadian Mounted Rifles. On
his return to Canada he commanded “D”
Division, Fort Macleod. But his health had
been impaired by the arduous campaign
in South Africa and on Aug. 17, 1902 he
died suddenly.

After her husband’s death Mrs. Howe
and her two children resided in Calgary
until 1920. Moving to Vancouver, Mrs.
Howe with her cheerful and kindly nature
soon drew about her many close friends,
including members of the Force and their
families and members of the R.N.W.M.P.
Veterans’ Association.

To her more intimate friends she some-
times spoke of the early days in the West
and of the good times she and others asso-
ciated with the Force had at the barracks
in Reglm and of her many interesting
experiences at posts she had known.

Mrs. Howe took a prominent part in the
official reception for the late King George
V and Queen Mary when, as the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall, they visited Calgary
in 1901. On that occasion Superintendent
Howe, who was in command of the
Mounted Police escort accompanying the

Agnes Mary Howe.

Royal party, was presented with an auto-
gmphed photograph of Their Royal ngh-
nesses. The picture is still in possession of
the family.

After the C.N.R. station was built at the
forks of the Elbow and Bow rivers on the
old Mounted Police barracks site in Cal-
gary, veterans of the Force, serving mem-
bers and Calgary citizens erected a memorial
stone to mark the historic spot that had
for so long served the Force as its head-
quarters in the district. Mrs. Howe, repre-
senting her deceased husband, was accorded
a place of honour at the well-attended
ceremony.

Mrs. Howe’s sisters, Mrs. Maude Mac-
donnell, widow of the late Col. James A.
Macdonnell, railway contractor, Vancouver,
and Lady Isabelle Bourinot, widow of the
late Sir John Bourinot of Ottawa, prede-
ceased her. She is survived by one daughter,

Mrs. Audrey Camidge, wife: off Ri At
Camidge, London, Eng., and one son,
A /Supt. Joseph = Howe, “H” Division,

R.C.M.P., Halifax, N.S. Her brother W. B.
Cameron, writer, lives at Parksville, B.C.

Funeral services were held at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Vancouver, and the re-
mains were buried in Mountain View
cemetery of that city.
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“Griz”" Adams

In the disastrous fire that swept the
municipal hospital at Maple Creek, Sask.,
Reg. No. 621, ex-Cst. George Alexander
Adams—“Griz” to old-timers—set aside his
worldly gear and joined the spiritual host
of Scarlet Riders, who had built better
than they knew, and now rides the plains
afar. (See Obituary).

Adams was 18 when he joined the North
West Mounted Police at Toronto, Ont., on
May 10, 1882. With other recruits he pro-
ceeded via Chicago, Ill., to Bismark, N.D.,
and continued by the steamer Red Cloud
up the Missouri river. The vessel was loaded
down with everything imaginable, from
cordwood to pacl\ mules, from card sharks
to policemen—all frontier bound. After a
short wait at Fort Benton, Mont., they con-
tinued by means of an I. G. Baker Co. bull
team over the Old Bulls hook trail to Fort
Assiniboine where they were very well
treated by U.S. military authorities, and
after resting up they left by bull team via
Kennedy’s Crossing for Fort Walsh, N.W.T.
(Sask.).

That trip always amused Griz. “We, the
personnel”, he stated whenever he talked
about it, “walked all the way.”—The teams
were too heavily laden to permit the men
to ride.

There was no room for the new-comers
in the barracks at Fort Walsh, so Griz and
his companions went under canvas on the
space between the north row of buildings
and the north stockade.

After his squad passed out under the
Exaceig eye oft Reg. No. 419, Spt. . S.
LaNauze (father of ex-Asst. Commr. C. D.
LLaNauze — now magistrate at Lacombe,
Alra.), Griz’s first job was hauling water
at the fort with an old cart and pony. Later
he was put on patrol duty.

Griz remained at Fort Walsh undl it
was abandoned in 1883, then helped to
move to the post at Maple Creek which
became headquarters of “A” Division. At
the new location he assisted in erecting the
knock-down sectional buildings that had
been shipped from the East. Presently he
was back at his old job—general patrol He
also served at Farwell, Ten Mile, Willow
Creek and Graburn detachments.
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Fle and Reps No. 19595 €st. 'R B Tucker
were outriders to the Lady Macdonald
party when that tited lad\ arrived at
Maple Creek en route to Fort Walsh where
she visited the grave of her nephew, Supt.
E. Dalrymple Clark, adjutant of the Force,
who died Oct. 2, 1880. Supt. A. Shurtliff,
the officer commanding, rode with Lady
Macdonald in the police democrat. The
time was short—they had only seven hours
to go the 70 miles to Fort Walsh and back
to Maple Creek. It was accomplished, how-
ever—at the end of the wild race against
time the outriders were no longer red riders,
but two sweat-and-dust-covered figures,
hardly recognizable.

After purchasing his discharge, Griz took
up ranching on Adams Creek—a small stream
named for him, that joins Fish Creek in the
south Maple Creek district. He spent his
final days quietly, a good citizen and a
pleasant neighbour. AR

Last Serving N.W.M.P. Officer

When Commr. S. T. Wood, CM.G., was
appointed head of the R.C.M.P. on Mar. 6,
1938, only ten serving commissioned officers
could claim membership in the Force at the
time it was known as the North West
Mounted Police. The ten, and their ranks
then, are: Asst. Commrs. D. Ryan and T.
Dann; Supts. C. F. Fletcher, A. H. L. Mellor
and G. C. P. Montizambert, and Insprs. C. R.
Peters, H. M. Fowell, E. E. Spriggs, K.
Duncan and R. G. Warnock. Of them all,
only Duncan remains in the Force. Now an
assistant commissioner, he is, in other words,
officer in the Force today who

the only )
the RN.W.M.P.

served in the N.W.M.P.,
and the R.C.M.P.

As most of our readers probably know
the prch\ ‘Royal” was added to the Force’s
name in 1904, and the name was changed
to “Royal Canadian Mounted Police, in

1920.
As the Quarterly goes to press we learn
that Assistant Commissioner Duncan is

scheduled to go on leave May 1, 1946, pend-
ing retirement to pension. In effect the
N.W.M.P. has been struck off the strength.
There are no more of them.
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Book Reviews

by ]J. C. MarTIN, K.C.

THE UNKNOWN MURDERER, by
Theodor Reik. Pp. 260. George J. Mc-
Leod Ltd., Toronto, $3.75; Prentice-Hall,
Inc., New York, $3.

This book, dated 1945, and ably trans-
lated from the German by Dr. Katherine
Jones, deals with the application of psy-
chology in the field of criminal law before
the criminal is known.

It is a highly provocative book and for
that reason difficult to review because
the reader is tempted at times to be led into
argument. For example, the author says
(p- 43): “Doubts have been thrown, and
rightly so, on the adequacy of the psycho-
logical knowledge and understanding of
judges in problems of this kind (ie., of
establishing a connection between the deed
and the personality of the criminal). It is
like trying to get to the deepest layers of
the earth with the child’s spade. Do not let
us speak of common sense which guides
the judge in his examinations. Stupid things
with tragic consequences are still done in
the name of common sense. The way in
which the judges, the public prosecutor
and the defending counsel learn to know
the accused is the most cursory that can
be imagined, the material at their disposal
is the scantiest, the method they employ
the most superficial.”

At p. 45 he writes: “The kind of psy-
chological thinking which dominates the
law courts becomes most dangerous when
it is thrown as a weight into the scales of
Justice. #ilthe 'scales are #indeed, = falscly
weighted whether it is a question of the
expert’s opinion about a witness’s capacity
for remembering, or of making a judgment
about the nature of a suspect’s impulses so
as to arrive at a conclusion as to his guilt
or innocence. It is not my business to show
in how many thousands of cases the naive
trust in one’s own psychological insight or
in the understanding of other people’s
mental processes has led to the most terrible
miscarr_iagcs of Justice.”

These extracts would appear to be an
argument that psychological training should
be part of the equipment of a iudge but
later we find the following (p. 54): “Alex-
ander and Staub assumed it was rlghr and

important to ‘introduce’ psycho-analysts
into the courts of justice. They prophesied
that psycho-analysis would never again
leave these courts. In a review of their book
—I expressed a doubt as to the desirability
of psycho-analysis in the law-courts. 1 was
afraid that the functionaries of the law
would misunderstand psycho-analysis and
would teach the criminal that what he used
to do by instinct was done in accordance
with certain rules” And again (p. 55):
“No, I do not wish for the ‘introduction’
of psycho-analysis into court. I had rather
it stayed outside. I think a law-court is not
the right place for psycho-analysis. Its
influence goes deeper; its research into
criminology will lead to a recognition of
the many problems involved in criminal
justice.”

It is difficult to reconcile these expres-
sions even amongst themselves. It is equally
difficult to reconcile them with the view
of Prof. Hugo Munsterberg stated in his
book On the Witness Stand: “The time
will come when the methods of experi-
mental psychology cannot longer be ex-
cluded from the court of law. It is well
known that the use of stenographers in
trials once met with vehement opposition;
while now the shorthand record of the
court procedure seems a matter of course.
The help of the psy ch()]()glst will become
not less indispensable.”

The case which the author cites as the
outstanding example of judicial error is
that of the murder of a domestic servant
in 1886. A number of clues pointed to a
tanner, Gregor Adamsberger, who in his
turn sought to inculpate a youth named
Franz Kunz. The latter, however, refuted
the tanner’s suggestions and produced w hat
seemed to be a conclusive alibi. Adams-
berger was convicted and sentenced to be
imprisoned for life. In 1890, Kunz attempt-
ed suicide and confessed in detail how he
himself had murdered the woman. This
author stresses the point that the court was
unduly influenced by publlc opinion, yet,
as he tells the story, it seems that “the
emphasis should fall elsew here. The court
must proceed on the ev idence before it and,
while Kunz must have been a convincing
liar, the fact remains that his word was the
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decisive factor both at the trial and in the
final solution of the crime.

From another angle, the author gives a
highly interesting account of primitive
methods of crime detection, to show that,
almost universally, they have originated
from some form of animistic religion. But
here again there may be argument. It seems
far-fetched to attempt a parallel between
the aborigine directing his search for a
murderer by the crawling of an ant over
the grave of the victim, and the American
detective who deduced the time of a murder
from the thought that flies, lying dead on
a window sill and killed by the same poison
as the victim, had probably been attracted
to the window by the light of dawn.

Nothing that is said here is meant to
belitde the stimulating effect of this book.
Its author is at his best when he expounds
the nature and interpretation of clues, and

“the seven golden W’s” of crime detection,
and what he says is bound to be of im-
portance to anyone concerned in that
pursuit.

GAUNTLET TO OVERLORD, by Ross
Munro. The Macmillan Co. of Canada
Ltd., Toronto. Pp. 477. $3.

The name of Ross Munro became familiar
to newspaper readers in Canada and else-
where through dispatches from various
fronts during the war. It was always a
guarantee of careful and conscientious re-
porting. In this book he has undertaken to
tell of the part taken by the Canadian Army
in the operations at Spitzbergen, at Dieppe,
in Sicily, and on and after D-Day. The
same qualities have gone into the book as
into his other work. While his account is
largely matter of fact, he shows in many
ways that he was keenly sensitive to the
horror and tragedy of war as it affects the
individual. When he has occasion to deal
with a controversial topic he does so tact-
fully and without bias.

The book is open to criticism on two
grounds. First, the reportorial method has
been carried to extreme in beginning with
the D-Day landing and then going back to
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tell of the earlier operations. The landing
in Normandy was the climax to which the
other operations were designed to lead,
and did lead, and the chronological order
would better enable the reader to place
the events in their proper relation to each
other. This applies especially to the raid
on Dieppe. Second, the lack of an index
1s notable when one wishes to follow the
references to a particular unit or person.
There is no doubt that Mr. Munro’s book
will have a semi-official status and that it
will be consulted many times until an
official history is written, and probably
afterwards.

THE FALAISE ROAD, by Alan Wood.
The Macmillan Co.
Toronto. Pp. 64. $1.

This is a day-to-day account, written
by an Australian war correspondent, of
the bitter struggle after which the British
Second Army and the Canadian First Army
“looked back along the 34 kilometres of
the Falaise Road, the 21 miles of R.N. 158
which it has taken them over a month, and
the lives of thousands of men, to travel”.
It tells in vivid and sometimes poignant
detail why it was that, while the Americans

were making spectacular gains across France,.

the British and Canadians seemed to be
standing still. The Americans, to adopt Mr.
Wood’s metaphor, were swinging along
the wide arc of an opening door, the
British and Canadians “had to hit at the
hinge”.

The appended Chapter VIII, “The Truth
about France”, contains some startling
statements. For example, the author says
“You can take any town in France and
divide it according to incomes; of those
with an income above a certain level, 90
per cent were collaborationists. Of those
with an income below that level, 99 per
cent were not collaborationists”.

It may be that this author’s opinions, like
others, will meet with something less than
unanimous agreement. However, there is
no doubt that his account of the actual
fighting will appeal to Canadians, especi--
ally as he writes with generous and out—
spoken admiration for Canadian troops.

of Canada Ltd.,



- Obituary

Reg. No. 621, ex-Cst. George Alexander Adams,
83, died at Maple Creek, Sask., Dec. 10, 1945.
He served in the N.W.M.P. from May 10,
1882, to May 9, 1888, and from Sept. 4, 1888,
to Sept. 3, 1891, and was stationed in the
Northwest Territories at Fort Walsh (Sask.)
and Maple Creek. He was a veteran of The
North-west Rebellion, 1885.

Reg. No. 2262, ex-Cst. George Oliver Ambrose,
81, died at Calgary, Alra., Jan. 22, 1946. He
served in the N.W.M.P. from Feb. 8, 1889, to
June 30, 1891, and from Oct. 26, 1891, to
June 13, 1894, and was stationed in the
Northwest Territories at Macleod and Pincher
Creek in Alberta. A veteran of the First
Great War, he served overseas in the 50th
Battalion.

Reg. No. 5964, ex-A/Cpl. John Bannister Bibby,
68, died at Calgary, Alra., Dec. 22, 1945. He
served in the RN.W.M.P. from Aug. 29,
1914, to Aug. 28, 1917, and was stationed at
Macleod, Alta.

Reg. No. 2660, ex-Cst. David Francis Carson,
75, died "at Grey.= One.; fan. 30, 19460 He
served in the NNW.M.P. from May 3, 1891,
to May 2, 1897, and was stationed in the
Northwest Territories at Regina (Sask.) and
Macleod (Alta.).

Reg. No. 9962, ex-Cst. Edgar Armon Dean, 51,
died at Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 31, 1946. He served
in the CEF. during the First Great War
from June 20, 1918, to Aug. 26, 1919, and in
the R.C.M.P. from Aug. 17, 1923, until he
was pensioned on Aug. 16, 1943, being sta-
tioned at Ottawa, Ont.

Ex-Asst. Commr. Richard Field, 69, died at
Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 12, 1946. Engaged in
the N.W.M.P. Dec. 19, 189, with Reg. No.
3167, appointed to commissioned rank of
inspector Nov. 1, 1910, and after continuous
service retired to pension Oct. 1, 1933. He
served in the ranks and as officer commanding
at many points throughout Canada including
Fort Saskatchewan, Fort Chipewyan and Ed-
monton in Alberta, Dawson, Y.T., Vancouver
and Fernie in British Columbia, and Winni-

peg, Man.

Reg. No. 899, ex-Cst. Joseph Herlbert Horton,
46, died at Minto, Ont., Nov. 19, 1945. He
served in the Force from Dec. 16, 1919, to
July 9, 1921, and was stationed at Lethbridge,
Alra., Vancouver, B.C., and Regina, Sask.

Reg. No. 10602, Cst. Andrew Edward Kennedy,
48, died at Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 10, 1946. He
served in the R.C.M.P. at Ottawa from June
8, 1929, until his death.

Reg. No. 2857, ex-Cpl. Frank Lukey, 75, died
at Victoria, B.C,, Jan. 4, 1946. He served in
the N.W.M.P. from Jan. 14, 1893, to Nov. 2,
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1895, and from Oct. 28, 1897, to Oct. 27, 1900,
and in the RN.W.M.P. from Feb. 3, 1905,
to Feb. 2, 1908, from June 22, 1908, to Aug.
17, 1910, and from Sept. 2, 1914, to Sept. 1,
1915. While in the Force he was stationed at
many points including Lethbridge and Ed-
monton in Alberta, and Regina, Sask. He was
in charge of one of the gangs of Inspr. C.
Constantine’s Trail Party that built the road
from Edmonton to Fort St. John, B.C., in
1905, and was a veteran of the Boer War
and First Great War.

Reg. No. 732, ex-Cst. George John Miles, 84,
died at Toronto, Ont., Feb. 11, 1946. He
served in the N.W.M.P. from Apr. 22, 1882,
to Apr. 21, 1887, and was stationed in the
Northwest Territories at Lethbridge (Alta.)
and Battleford (Sask.).

Reg. No. 739, ex-Sgt. Laurence O’Keefe, 84,
died at Marcelin, Sask., Mar. 26, 1946. Last
survivor of those who made the epic retreat
from Fort Pitt to Battleford, Apr. 15, 1885,
he served in the Force from Apr. 5, 1882, to
Apr. 5, 1890, and from June 5, 1902, to June
4, 1917, and was stationed for many vyears
at Battleford, Sask. o

Reg. No. 10829, ex-Cst. Robert Nelson Southam,
37, died at Fort William, Ont., Feb. 25, 1946.
He served in the R.C.M.P. from July 8, 1930,
to Sept. 22, 1932, and from Oct. 4, 1939, to
Oct. 3, 1940, and was stationed at Regina,
Sask., Nipigon and Port Arthur, Ont., Win-
nipeg, Man., and Montague, P.E.IL

Reg. No. 9044, ex-Sgt. William Henry Tre-
panier, 78, died at Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 19, 1946.
He served in the Dominion Police from May
1, 1893, to Jan. 31, 1920, and in the R.C.M.P.
from Feb. 1, 1920, the date that Force ab-
sorbed the Dominion Police, to Oct. 31, 1930,
when he took his pension. Throughout his
service he was stationed at Ottawa.

Reg. No. 5093, ex-Sgt. Leonard Harry Worgan,
60, died at Ladner, B.C., Feb. 1, 1946. He
served in the Saskatchewan Provincial Police
from Feb. 21, 1910, to May 31, 1928, and in
the R.CM.P. from June 1, 1928, until pen-
sioned on May 31, 1931, and was stationed
in Saskatchewan at Broadview, Yorkton and
Regina.

Ex-Asst. Commr. George Stanley Worsley, 79,
died at Victoria, B.C,, Dec. 19, 1945. Appointed
inspector in the N.W.M.P. Apr. 1, 1901, he
retired to pension, after continuous service,
on June 5, 1931, having been stationed at
many points throughout Canada including
Edmonton, Alra., Regina, Sask., and Ottawa,
Ont. He commanded “B” Squadron, R.N.W.
M.P. Cavalry Draft, CEF., in Siberia 1918-
19. Educated at Royal Military College,
Kingston, Ont., he served in many parts of
the British Empire with the Imperial Service.
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