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REPORT.:

Before we advance to the details of this Society since the last report
of your Committee, which will necessarily be but brief, it may be appro-
priate to the present public occasion, and best facilitate the objects sought’,
by the Society, to occupy your attention by a short review of some of the
principal considerations which set forth the high importance of the un-
dertaking in which you are @ngaged ; and in doing so, we first
notice,

The importance of education to the civil prosperity of a Country. It
18 well knov - that barbarous nations have always been ignorant, and
that progres. i1 arts and sciences, success and increase in trade, a due
administre o of justice, and an upright and wise government, especially
of a country grown large and wealthy, by the combined operation of all
these causes, are necessarily dependent on the free diffusion of the
means of education. To this sentiment, it is not usual to meet much
opposition ; every one generally admits its truth. If the youth of this
Province are to fill with credit the various municipal or professional of-
ficeswhich the country requires—ifthey are to be skilful physicians,
successful lawyers, or intelligent merchants ; if, as jury men, they are
to decide with wisdom in difficult causes, where the property or the
life of a fellow being hangs on their judgment—if, as magistrates, they
are to exercise their high office with dignity and discretion—or as the
representatives of the people, they are to represent, not merely the will
or the wealth, but the wisdom of their fellow subjects, and really to le-
gislate for the public good—in all these cases, it will be admitted, that
they need in greater or less degree a due portion of judicious, well di-
rected education. To provide, then, the means of such an education, is
a duty as pressingly incumbent on any country, as almost any other de-
mand of private or public necessity. Individuals should feel it as they
feel the duty of providing for bodily sustenance—communities should ap-
preciate such an object as holding equal claim with the construction of
roads or bridges, or the encouragement of commerce. But, ifeducation be
thus extensively important, of course, no considerable portion of any com-
munity can be justified in neglecting it ; the establishment and support of
adequate schools and academies, is an object which demands combina-
tion of effort and of means ; and hence, the Baptists of Nova Scotia,
forming so large a portion of the population, owed it to the community
of which they formed a part, as well asto themselves as individual ci-
tizens, to take a direct and active share in the education of the Pro-
vince. They have thus far done well towards the discharge of this duty
in the establishment of the Horton Academy.




4 Report of Baptust Education Commuliee.

But again, education is highly important as an auziliary ip the diffu-

sion of religious truth. The Committee of this Society, when they
1ook round on the body of their constituents—on the multitudes by whom
they find themselves always surrounded on the anniversaries of this
Society, and of the churches—the fruit of the labours almost wholly of
those who have not been in the common sense educated—ought to be
amongst the last to drop a syllable which should seem to depreciate the
value of these labours. Nothing, in fact, is farther from their wish
or intention than thus to depreciate them. "They are foremost among
those who venerate the excellent servants of Christ to whom allusion
is now made, and especially those aged labourers still amongst us
who look back at the early dawn of the Baptist Churches in this
land, 2s an event which they witnes ed, and in which they, with but
a few others, were, under God, the sole acents. DBut, while thus joy-
fully offering our meed of deep and unfeigned respect and aflection,
we would remind the Society that the meaning of the term education
is sometimes misapplied in its connection with the present subject.
These honoured ministers of Christ, are not in the strictest sense un-
cducated men. Education, in effect, commences in our earliest in-
fancy. With or without the consent of their guardians, children can-
not but be the subjects of a species of education—and, in like man-
ner onr excellent brethren who have been the pioneers of our Zion in
its earlier period of hardship and toil, as they are now its support and
ornament, have in effect obtained in the midst of pains, privations,
and unwearied labors, a species of education, of peculiar value to them,
inasmuch as itis so wholly self-acquired. 'These brethren are, in
fact, Theologians. By individual effort, guided by the Holy Spirit,
they have wrought out for themselves, much of that knowledge which
it is the object of seminaries rather to facilitate than to give. Thus,
from the case of these brethren themselves, may be gathered an argument
for the importance of education in a religious point of view ; they pos-
sess a degree of real education, witheut which, acquired either by
similar Jabours, or supplied by the advantages of previous mental culs
ture, no young minister will be competent to fill their place, as they are
successively removed to their rest above. It is a matter of fact, that edu-
cation as directed in places of learning does facilitate the acquisition, in
the course of a few years, of that sort of knowledge which our e!der breth-
ren possess as the fruitofa long life, and the result of muck painful ex-
perience ; and it must also, of course, furnish information in many impor-
tant and uscful subjects, the knowledge of which is otherwise never ac-
quired. It is an important object, therefore, to provide such facilities
to those pious young men who are disposed and able to take advantage
of them, as may, with God’s blessing,enable them to exert in the churches,
in ashorter period, the same degree of influence as their senior breth:
thren have attained by longer delay and toil.

It should be remembered, too, that the conntry is no longer now what
it was when our elder brethren commenced their labours ; it was then,
comparatively rough and ancultivated, both in mind and soil, to a much

greater degree than is now the case ; and consequently, any young las

Lourer in the Lord’s vineyard, meets, in many instances, a very different
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population from that which enjoyed the first ministrations of the Gos-
pel in our denomination. lle finds the people what they are now,
not what they then were ; he goes amongst those who have bLeen
subject to the various improvements which have spread
country, during the course of thirty, forty, or fifty years;
less, there are places, and the number of these is incre
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In further proof of the importance of education in the present point
of vic - your Committee cannot but refer to the indications of the divine
will anifested in his providence, 'T'he Providence of God is an index
whici. + becomes us carefully to notice; and in a review of the past and
present history of the church, we shall see learning repeatedly employed
as a means in God’s hand of diffusing religious truth. When the untu-
tored fishermen of Galilee were selected as the heralds of the cross of
Christ, they were prepared for extensive usefulness by learning miracu-
lously bestowed upon them. They obtained by instantancous endow-
ment those gifts of tongues whichin the present day can only be acquir-
ed by long and laborious study ; and were guarded from all danger of
error by immediate inspiration. When in the East, ¢ the candlestick”
of the seven churches of Asia was “ removed out of its place ;” and in
the West, the “ man of sin’’ was fully and fearfully revealed; the with-
drawal of education from the mass of mankind was a striking charac-
teristic of those gloomy ages in which tlie sentiment was openly propa-
gated, that “ ignorance is the motler of devotion ;”" while, on the other
hiand, a distingnished feature of the glorious Reformation of the six—
teenth century was the aid which learning was permitted to render the
cause of God. It was by means of literature that the long Lidden
volume of sacred truth was unveiled. It was speedily translated iuto
various modern tongues, and its traths expounded and enforced orally
on the people by such men as Luther, Calvin, Bucer, Melgnchthon,
Zuinglius, and many others, who were among the most distinguished
in that day for literature, as well as leaders in the work of grace by
which the truth was rescued from its long oblivion. How strikingly,
t00, has the head of the chureh manifested his will that learning should
be cultivated, in the lesson with which the history of modern missions
furnishes the christian world, When Carey and Ward heard within
them that silent voice which directed them to ihe distant and neglected
Leathen, they felt themselves called to seck by a close attention to litera-
ture a fitness for their arduous work. Judson, too, and Schwartz, and
Buchanan, and Martyn, and Gutzlaff, have all been trained for their la-
bours and their successes, Ly the advantages of mental culture. To
these causes may Le added the uses which God has condescended ta
make of learning in raising from time to time a bulwark around the
truth.  The attacks of Infidels, the perversions of Papists, the sophis.
tries of Socinians, the false glosses of pretended christians, of whats
ever narce, have all been repelled by the aid of learning,
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In connection with these thoughts, your Committee proceed to no-
tice the duty of pious young men to seek an education.  Where young
men possess all other needful qualifications for the ministry of God’s
word, and the way to mental cultivation is open, we hold it to be
their duty to seek it. Weare fully sensible of the strong claims which
will often be made for the immediate exercise of their gifts ; and we
do not venture to say that these claims may not be sometimes so ur-
gentas to justify their yieiding to them, and thus submitting to all
the subsequent pain and toil which a modest and sensible youth must
necessarily feel in thus devoting his life toignorance in many respects
insuperable. But with these exceptions, and perhaps they ought to be
more rare than they are, we hold to our proposition—It is the duty of
our pious youth possessed of ministerial gifts, to seek an education.

This appears from a consideration of a general law by which God
is pleased to govern human conduct; which is, to adapt our means to
our end. When a man is called to devote himself to the work of the
ministry, it is not to address a particular individual, er one particular
class in society only, that he is called. Such may be the call of many a
private christian. The range of the ministerial call is much wider.
The minister of Christ devotes himself to his master’s service, in what-
ever way his services may be demanded, he goes forth as a herald of
the cross to society at large. The rich and the poor, the learned and
the unlearned, all equally come within the scope of his ministrations,
and hence, if he would adapt his means to the end, he must aim at that
varied information, which, with the grace of God, and the teaching of
the holy spirit, will qualify him to meet all the varieties of station and
human character.

We arrive at the same result, when we reflect on the duty incumbent
on every christian fo improve to the utmost every talent committed to his
trust. Every thing we have is atalent. If the religious young man,
possessed of ministerial gifts, has also an opportunity to obtain an edu-
cation, these are his talents. Is he improving them to the utmost if he
neglects that opportunity? Say not he improves his talent best by
preaching. He may still preack, though studying, if necessary ; and we
take it now to be conceded, that with education his ministerial gifts will
generally be more available than without ; is he then improving those
talents to the utmost if he remains in ignorance ?

“ The call of God,” in such cases must be a call to seek an education.
We allude of course to those who have the means, and are not pecu-
liarly pressed to immediate labour. The ministerial callis never a call
merely to embrace thisor that opportunity to preach. It respects the
future as well as the present ; it is a call to devote not an hour, or a day,
but alife ; and hence, it involves the necessity of obedience to the princi-
ples above named. The rules which God has laid down for our gui-
dance are, as already stated,that we should adapt our means to our
end ; and improve our talents to the utmost ; and hence, when he calls a
man to his sacred service, he calls him to obey these rules. The in-
ward working of that spirit which prompts him to devote himself to the
work of God, will also prompt him, if viewed aright, to see it his duty to
set about that work in a way accordant with the divine procedure, and
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the principles which God has established for the regulation of our con-
duct. An important illustration of this is afforded by the case of Carey
and Ward, as well as by a hundred missionaries who have followed
them. Feeling themselves called to preach the gospel to the heathen,
they found it necessary to qualify themselves by previous study. So
the preacher at home, should in most cases, where the way is open, feel
the like necessity.

If these positions are admitted to be just, then the Committee feel
themselves prepared strongly to urge on the churches the duty of provi-
ding their pious youth with the means of education. 1fit is the duty of
the minister to preach, it is equally the duty of the people to sustain him.
If it is his «duty to improve his ministerial gift by mental culture, it is
the duty of the people to provide him with the means. It would be a
happy circumstance for this and the surrounding Provinces—a happy cir-
cumstance, possibly, to many a distant land, and many a heathen fireside
whither our churches, like the little band of warm hearted Moravians
in Silesia, might send forth their cultivated sons as heralds and mission-
aries of ti.e cross, if they were aroused individually to feel their duty to
furnish all the means of improving to the utmost all the ministerial gift:
which God graciously raises up amongst them ; not only by providing a
place of education, but by defraying the expenses of those who are qua-
lified and willing to repair thither: but at present our attention must be
turned to the history and present condition of the Seminary of this so-
ciety at Horton.

PAST HISTORY.

If we may judge of the call of a minister by the hand that has guided
him to labor and success, notwithstanding innumerable obstacles, surely
the likg evidence exists that God called our churches to the establishment
of this Institution. In the midstof much discouragement it has fought
its way—it has by the mercy of God triumphed over many difficulties—
has obtained a large measure of respectability amd usefulness; and
how clearly has the hand of God directed the labours of its friends,
who often could scarcely anticipate what would be the final issue of their
undertaking.

This Seminary yon know originated in 1828, at the meeting of our
churches just seven years ago on this same spot where we are now as-
sembled. It met the warm approbation of our aged fathers in the mi-
nistry, and influenced by their hearty recommendations, there has been
collected for its support from time to time in the Provinces, and abroad,
about the sum of £1000.

Its operations commenced in a small house, still on the ground pur-
chased as the site of the present commodious edifices, under the care
of Mr. Chapin, of Amherst College, Mass. In 1830, Mr. C. returned to
his native country, and the Rev. Mr. Pryor, A. M. the present Principal,
consented to take the charge he now holds, at the earnest request of the
Committee ; and the present Academy building, commenced in that
year, was completed and occupied by the autumn of 1831.

In the commencement of the last mentioned year, the Society received
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from lim' Legislature of this Province, a donation of £3500, and in the twe
succeeding years the sum of £300.

THE BOARDING HOUSE,

It being found cxcocdingly necessary that there should be a Boarding

House connected with the Academy, under the controul and direction of

the Teachers and the Committee, a house was hired for this purpose at
£40 ayear, where a number of scholars were immediately accommoda-
ted. The whole number receiving education at thig Seminary having
ranged from about 30 to near 70 in the vear.

In 1833, the hired boarding house not having been found sufficiently
commodious, the Committee fet themselves called on to use their utmost
efforts to attempt the erection of a suitable Boarding House on the pre-
mises, and accordingly sought subscriptions to that object, and having
obtained a sufficient amount to justify the undertaking, the present
Boarding House was commenced in the autumn of that year. The
projected building was 10 contain suitable apartments for the Principal
and his family, as well as for the Assista 1t Teacher and the Steward of
the Establishment, and afford accommodation for at least 50 scholars.
All which has now been completed at an expense of about £1200.

LOSS OF THE GRANT IN 1834.

In the winter of 1834, while the Committee were struggling under the
accumulated burthens that this new undertaking imposed upon them,
they were appalled by the withdrawal of the annual vote of the Legis-
lature, which they had enjoyed for several years, and to which the suc-
cess and good reputation of the Academy, and the continued support of
other institutions in the l’r()\'ince, not at all superior to this, seemed to
give Horton Academy so fair a claim. They were already personally
liable for large sums of money, the only security for which was an
equitable claim on-the property of the Academy; but feeling the ur-
gent importance to the interests of this institution, that the Boarding
House should be completed, they determined to borrow the money
which would be necessary to enable them to advance, and to throw
themselves on the good fzeling of the denomination and the public, to
reimburse them.

In the spring of the present year, the building was completed, and
a proper person having been engaged as Steward, the establishment
i1s now in full operation, and promises fair to reward abundantly the
labours of this Society as an institution of great public benefit. "And,
as a rentof £30 a year is received from the P incipal, for his apart-
ments, and from the Steward the annual sum o(cfl for every boarder
at the Academy, the present system produces an annual saving in ex-
penditure, notwithstanding the additional sum of money borrowed to
complete the Boarding House.

The expenses of a scholar at this institution, remain as they were be-
fore, viz. 7s. 6d. per week for boarding, lodging, and washing ; and
from £3 to £5 a year for tuition i making, therefore, when two months
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vacation are deducted, from £15 10 to £2] 10, as the total amount for
which an education can beobtained at the Seminary of this Society.

During the last year, five young men were professedly pursu-
ing their studies at this institution, in preparation for the ministry,
only one of whom has received any assistance as a beneficiary of this
Society, the sum obtained in England for this object being nearly ex-
hausted, and nodirect appropriations having been made in this Province
to the personal support of such students.

The Committee have every reason for the most perfect satisfaction as
regards the respectable footing of this institution, and the high reputas
tion which it possesses as an efficient and well conducted Academy.
The Rev. Mr. Pryor, the Principal, continues to digclarge his duties
with unwearied assiduity, and has received very competent assistance
during the past year, from two young gentlemen who have obtained their
education at this Seminary; and the government of the institution has
continued to be as originally projected, “mild and paternal without laxi-
ty, and religious without sectarianism,” all denominations being equally
admitted to its advantages. 'I'he present assistants being desirous of
pursuing their own studies yet farther, the Committee are now in
searchof an assistant more advanced in age and experience.

The condition of this country is such, however, as has heen now
abundantly tried, that higher academies cannot be sustained solely by
the tuition money they receive, and at the same time furnish education
within reach of the means of the bulk of the population. I'hey must be
supported to a considerable extent either by the Public Treasury, or
by private contributions, or th country must remain withoui the impor-
tant advantages of a liberal education.

The withdrawal of the Legislative supply, therefore, during the last
year, subjected the committee to the most serious inconvenience, as they
were entirely destitute of any other means to sustain the instructors of
the Academy, and were also pressed with the additional burthen of
the Boarding House. 'The various accumulations of debt, for
which they are personally responsible, on account of the original pur-
chase ofthe property yet unpaid, and the recent erection of the Boarding
House, the salaries of teachers, and other expenses, now amounts
nearly to the sum of £2000 ; and although they cannot allow themselves
to doubt but that the Baptist community will feel themselves imperative-
ly called upon to take this burthen from the shoulders of the committee,
and sustain an institntion thus useful, not only to themselves, but to the
public at large ; yet, the Committee feel it their duty to arouse their
most serious attention to this subject, and to demand immediate and
prompt assistance, if the denomination would save themselves from the
disgrace and severe injury of suffering this institution to sink under the
weight of debt that presses it, and eventually either to go into private
hands for other purposes, or to pass under the management of some other

bady of people, who should be found more ready to make sacrifices in its
behalf.
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SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS,

On the above report be ing concluded, several of the Ministers and
other friends of the Society addressed the Assembly on the great ime-
portance of Horton Ac wlemy, and the urvent d ity of the denomination
to sustainit. A more powerful impression appeared to be produced in
its favour than on any other previous occasion, and an immediate sub-
scription beine proposed towards defrayi

0 ! the heavy debt the Commit-
tee now sustain, the most gratifyinge readiness was manifes ted on the
. e

)

part of the respec

Ne :L’lw:i‘:"-i',. ent to contribute towards this ob-
Ject; and, in the course of an hour or two, the sum of £448 was sub-
scribed,

It being the pinion of the S y that this subseription oficht to be
continued throushout this Provii nd al d, the Rev. ] rs. DBil
and Vidito, were appointed as Acents in N va Scotia, and the Rev. Mr.
McLearnw as Cco 18510 1 o und crtai 1 agend I Lic same object

1 the United State

Mr. Bill having since declined the Agency

1
ces, beyond his controul, the Committee are at

present in search of some
person to take his place, and they now uree ntly callon all friends of thi

Institution in ihis Province to consider the burthen which the Commit-
tee now personally sustain for no mere pri

e benefit, and to contribute
¢ advantage of Horton Aca-
demy so justly merits. I'hey also venture to express their earnest hope
that this Institution will not be without friends in the United States, toen-

-
\

courage Mr. |

such assistance as the acknowledged pul

IcLearnin his arduous engagement. The sympathies
of christian chai ity thus exercised are never found to impoverish ; and,
1f the friends of education and of rc ligion in that Country will consider
the comparative newness and poverty ofthis, and especially the very li-
mited means possessed in general by our denomination in Nova Sc otia,
and the vastimportance of secking amongst ourselves a body of eflici-
ent Ministers of the Cross, trained to the hardships and familiar with the
peculiarities of the C untry, the Committee cannot doubt that the heart
and hand of Christian libe rality will freely expand in aid of an object so
closely indentified with the cause of God,

07> We ought not to omit noticing the indefatigable exertions
of W. A. Chipman, Esq. which, devoted as they have been from
the first to promote the interests of the Education Society, have
been successfully employed in collecting funds for the erection
of a lurge and convenient barn in the rear of the Academy build-
ing, which is now complete.




Nova Scotia Baptist Education Society in account with the Committee.

Dr. Cr.
1835. To balance from last act. at date July 1, S35. By cash received for tuition £194
1835. £741 16 Provincial Grant for 1835. 300

Interest on 500 borrowed to pay for pre- Contributions to the Boarding House 373

mises to May 30 0 Balance for which the Committee are

Hire of Boardin House for 2 years €0 o0 answerable 1946
Teachers salaries 2 years . 0

Boarding House, (

Carpenter’s /.....:.; L9770 00
Foundation 8 00
Mazon Work 250 00 1121
Pzinting and Pri; ning 58
Stoves, &c 21
Acencies c./.vo 1ses 82
Outhouses K7
Contingencies 20 0

—— ——

W3 1 4

<
W
~
-
s
s
R~
O
o
=
o
-
s
<
S
~e
S
=
h—
.l
=
N
B
>
-~
~
=
oY
Lo
—~

4 4 8 4 & s b e 5 &b o S & 42 B % W = ' > W B 4 W 0 e
il Lol s V=g - O n s e a® i -kt g0 O =sE04g.t
S =Eo=2x2=0a Q= O Sg=Se8aceTo=a5 =@ cESs oS
B — = e R A == . ¢ W e ESVsoey = Bl C O ctem
v o L PSS - = g - O ead s o S '3 08 o 5w B - P
neSH _ _@mSe B - = o2 G 5o S 1 e e e B O 4 - \n..VIU
- S0 Qs ~ m " = e = - - D ey oay D oo >
o ===20%%=S2 - = SO  PEaRutog BT 9.5 TR
20 san SES W8 Som e W g =il -85 S @ ¢ s O F=2a : S > 5 >y
2 epe T =P . = == ORBgwaQeiseo " o “ - O S O e O T
e S0 s oT LT s i = - . i -0 i L () 3 3 e
= S 20 ® 0Ty = B B0V 5T W e - B Fe



