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, 18'76.

-

SEcOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
PresBYTERIAN CHURCH 1 CANADA.

The General Assembly commeneed its
proceedings in Knox Church, Toronto,
of which Rev. Dr. Topp is pastor, on
Thursday, the eighth of June,at11 o’clock
8. m, The body of the church was re-
served for the members of the Court,
while the public found accommodation in
the spacious galleries. Although a large
number of the members did not reach
the city in time to be present at the
opening services, the church, which is
seated for 1200 perscns, was well filled
in every part by an audience evidently
deeply tmpressed with the importance of
the oceasion.

At the hour appeinted, the retiring
moderator, Rev. John Cook, D.D., of
Quebec, ascended the pulpit, and after
the usual preliminary services, preached
an able discourse from Ephesians IV,
2-13, of which the following is a brief
out-line.

¢ And he gave some, Apostles; and some,
prophets ; some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ; till we
all come in thé unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto &
perfect man, unto the measure of the stat-
ure of the fullness of Christ.”

Commencing with the statement that
&od has given, for men to study, two books
~—~the book of nature and the book of reve-
lation—reference wag made to the ever re-
sulting discovery of new truths from the
study of the former—iruths, which, though
they had always existed, were unknown
before even to the wisest of men, and to the
opinions held by some who look for some
such development and discovery of un-
known truths from the continued study of
the book of scripture. There are analogies,
doubtless, points of resemblance, between
those two grest books of God,—such as
were to be expected in works coming from
the same divine author. Is this one of them,

even the capacity of deve)c&ping new truths
to the diligent student : and, as from age to
age, men are ever adding to the truths which
have been drawn from thestudy of material
nature, may they also be adding to the
truths which have been drawn from the re-
vealed word?

It has to be admitted in the first place,
that the critical and scientific study of the
divine word have seldom resulted in what
may be called discovery. They bhave clear-
ed away some of the dtfficulties which at-
tach to books written in ancient times, and
in languages which have long ceased to be
spoken. ‘But no great leadiug truth, unper-
ceived from the beginning, or which, was
not patent to the apprehension of ordinary
readers, bas by means of them been attain-
ed: and when something new has been start-
ed, not unfrequently error has been made
to takelthe place of truth by the application
of unsound principles of interpretation. In
the second place, it is to be considered that
christianity in its doctrines and principles,
has been revealed plainly and fully to the
apprehensions of plain men. The corrup-
tion of man’s nature by sin, the unspeakahle
mercy of God in the redemption of the
world by Jesus Christ, the work of the Holy
Spirit in renewing and sanctifying the hearta
of men, the future life, the future judgment,
the future and righteous retribution,—these
have been, are, and always will be, the
great truths of the Gospel.” It is not to be
thought that any amount of study will ever
evolve from the scripture truths greater than
these. No such development of christianity
is to be expected, Nevertheless, there may
grow out of a more intelligent study of the
word of God, what shall, 1n effect, amount
to discovery, in some degree ansalogous to
that which rewards the enguirer into the
wonders of the raterial world, and which
may be fitted to tell powerfully on the con-
dition of the christian church. No Protes-
tant doubts that for centuries the church
did misunderstand and misrepresent certain
passages. Can it be claimed that we are
safe from all similar denger? Is it not pos-
sible that still we may be under misappre-
heusion of gome portion of God’s word, on
which light may yet be made to shine?

But it is not s0 much in the discoveryand
development of new truth, a» in the new
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and better application of Christian princi-
gles to the duties of life, that analogies will

e found between the progress of science
and of Christianity. The practical applica-
tion of scientific principles to distinguish
modern from ancient science; and in par-
ticular the science of our own age, and, in
point of fact, the most magnificent result of
applied science is the impulse given to the
perfect application of the powers of nature
to the puposes of men. Can any suck de-
velopment of Christianity take glace, 43
this of science? The answer to this ques-
tion we take to be the chief point of the ar-
gument in this discourse.

The preacher stated his conviction that
the continued study of the Book of Scripture
may and will result, not in the discovery of
new doctrines, but in a greater extension of
the application of those truths already held
by the Churchto thepurposesof Christianitv.

hen the general mind of the Church is en-
lightened in regard to any truth, there fol-
lows on the whole, to some extent at least,
a great change of conduct in therightdirec-
tion, which tells at last upon others who are
lessinfluenced by Christian principle. This
he illustrated in a variety of ways, and the
concluslon was arrived at, that there is no
more reason to believe that a period has been
put to moral discovery—discoveries of duty
made by the right application of Christian
principle, to the affairs of human Society,
than there is to believe that a period has
been put to the further application of the
powers of nature. The Church is not yet
80 enlightened as to need no more light.
Believers are still far from having reac%ned
¢ the meusure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ:” and, just as the triumphs of
science give reason to expect progress and
advancement in its pecuhar domain, so do
the glorious triumpﬁs of Christianity give
token of more, and greater yet to come.
What, for example, if the principles of Chris-
txani? were applied to “the horrors of war ?”
would it not appear to be & duty to put an
end to war?  What if they were applied
more largely to the duty of temperance ?
and of education ? May there not grow up
scunder views in regar(f to the application of
wealth, making it directly subservient to
the law of love, instead of the principle of
selfishness ? May it not hereafter appear,
s0 generally as to constitute a new standard
of morals, that all power, the power of
station, of' intellect, of wealth, should be
used directly to rromote the general good,
and not yersonal and family aggrandize-
ment? May it not hereafter appear just as
wrong and foolish to spend all life in acquir-
ing wealth, to be spentonly in seifish objects,
a8t now appears wise and right ? Once let

the.duty of Christian principles be recogniz-
ed as the general mind of the church, and
then the change—great as it must needs be on
society and the world—will come. Chris-
tians of future days, looking trom a higher

.8tand-point of morals, will then wonder as

much how true and genuine Christians
could act as they now do, as we wonder
when we look on John Newton converted to
God and praying in his cabin, yet the captain
of a glave ship.

The latter days are the better days. The
cause of trath, of righteousness, of God, is
ever advancing, The time is apgroaching
when the knowledge of the Lord shall cover
the whole earth, and when believers shall
come in the unity of faith, and of the know-
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man.
Happy they who help forward this glorious
consummation !

At the conclusion of this discourse,
which was listened to throughout with
marked attention, and after the benedie-
tion had been pronounced, the moderator
took his place on the platform, and consti-
tuted the Assembly with prayer. There-
after the Roll was called. The reading of
the pames of over twelve hundred mem-
bers, ocecupied fully one hour, but the
Houge submitted with examplary patience
to the necessary ordeal which in itself was
calculated to impress one with the extent
and power of the Church here represented.
It also suggested a consideration of the
herculean task that must inevitably de-
volve upon the officor who should be call-
ed upon to preside over the deliberations
of 80 vast a number of men trained in
different schools and habitnated to a
diversity of procedures.

MoperaTOR ELECTED.

The only names proposed for the Mod-
erutorship of the Assembly were those of
Rev. Alex. Topp, D.D., of Knox Church,
Toronto, and the Rev. John MecTavish,
of Woodstock. In respect of these two
excellent miuisters, it might have been
said, “how happy should we be with
either.” The first vote in the Assembly
was however made unanimous, by the
withdrawal of Mr. McTavish’s name,
when Dr. Topp was elected by acclama-
tion. While the Moderator elect retired
to put on the robes of office, the house,
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88 usual, abandoned itself to the free in-
terchange of colloguial congratulations,
but in a very few minutes the hum of
voices was hushed as Dr. Topp advanced to
the chair, and proceeded with characteris-
tic grace and suavity to acknowledge his
sense of the compliment which had been
paid him by his peers, in the bestowment
of the highest honour which it was in
the power of the house to confer upon
him. The Moderator’s address, which
was couched in very happy terms, refer-
red to the largeness of the Assembly, as a
feature of it having few parallels in the
history of Presbyterian Churches, and
which was due to the exceptional circum-
stances in which it was found : and also,
to its peculiar character ag being eom-
posed of different bodies, hitherto acting
separately. With regard to the different
branches of the Presbyterian family, he
said :—

“Every one whoisaccustomed to observe
what is going on around him must be aware
that the spiritof union largely predominates.
Since the union of our scattered forces in

anada, negotiations for union between two
of the sister Churches in England have been
completed, and the union is fixed to take
lace on Tuesday first, and thus there will
a united Presbyterian Church rising up,
pheenix-like, from the ashes of g decayed
and withered branch of the beginning of this
century, o hura with brighter flame and to
shed & clearer and more attractive light for
the gatheringin of those in that land who, in
the midst of Romanizing tendencies, are in
love with the simple Gospel, and with Him
who is the Author of thai Gospel. Then, in
8cotland, the Free Church and the Reform-
Presbyterian Church have Jjust united,

& harbinger we trust of a larger union :
and, from the proceedings in Brooklyn, you
observe that there is & prospect of the
North ard the South shaking hands over
the dead igsues of the past, and, unitedly as
oue noble phalanx, forming an attraction
for the other branches of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States. T hope the
day is not far distant when, with a united
Presbyterianism in Scotland,and inEngland,
and in Ireland, there wiil be a federation of
these Churches, as the earnest of an cecu-
menical council, a great alliance of Presby-
terians in all farts of the world, tor Presby-
terianism is elastic enough to accommodate
itself, without compromise of principle, to
every clime and to every race,

pel which it holds forth as the source of life

hkethat Gos- | 1

aud salvationtoall nations. The Assembly
has & peculiar character in so far agitis the
first Assembly for business. The last, was
such that liftle more could be done than
merely consurumating the union; but now
we proceed to build upon the foundation
which has been laid, to avail ourselves by
the blessing of God of the vantage ground
which God in His ) rovidence has given us
for the vigorous prosecution of His work in
the land; and this is to be done by the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada all the more
because of this great difterence, that the ter-
ritory over which it extends is vastly increas-
ed, and the claims of home missionary
operations are proportionately greater. To
this work I believe the Assembly will ad-
dress itself with earnestness, with calm
Jjudgment, and with devotedness and zeal,
remembering that ¢ except the Lord build
the house, they labour in vain that build it;
exceptthe Lord keep the city the watchman
waketh in vain,” and, in dependence on this
truth, seeking from Him the wisdom that
cometh above,and that ig profitable to direct,

Fathers and Brethren,—As we meet to-
ether from year fo year in our Supreme
ourts, we are remind{d of the necessity of

working while it is called to-day, for the
night cometh when noman can work. Since
the negotiations for union commenced, three
respected elders who were members of the
Union Committee have been called away,
viz :—Wm. McDougall, of Lindsay; M’Z
Craig, M.P.. of Cornwall; and the other
week, Hon. John Holmes, of Nova Scotia;
and lately Mr. Gordon, M. P., a devoted
friend of foreign missions, and a zealous
defender of the sanctity of the Sabbath, has
been suddenly removed by death. Among
the ministers of the Church several have
been called away who stood high in the es-
teem of their brethren and in the service of
the Church. Of these, I take the liberty of
mentioning the Rev. Dr. Jennings, who for
thirty-seven years has presided with ability
and zeal over the same congregation in To-
ronto,who took a deep interest in educational
matters and generally in the affairs of the
Church ; the Rev. Mr. Buchan, of Stirling,
and the Rev. Mr. Macintosh, of Amherst
Island, and the Rev. Mr. Mackay, of
Huron, each well advanced in life, and
who had devotedly served the Lord ;
others were young ¢cmparatively in years,
but laborious and faithful men, who
had earned a good report, the Rev. Mr.
Travers, of Brockville; the Rev. Mr. Thom-
son, of Erin, and the Rev. Mr. Mackenzie,
of Almonte, so successful in evangelistic
efforts and in his ministry generally, Not
ong ago & very talented young minister,

who had just passed through his studies with
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much credit and honour to himself, and had
entered on the charge of one of the most
important congregations, was taken away, to
the great sorrow of an attached people. I
refer to the Rev. Mr. Rennelson of Knox
Church, Hamilton; and now in the same
city we have been grieved by theintelligence
yesterday of the death ofanother of our most
rising and successful ministers, the Rev.
John McColl, of Central Church, Hamilton.
We have thus to deplore the loss to the
Churchofa not few brethren who were full of
promise. Most of them have left widows
and children. We commend these to the
care and sympathy of the Covenant God, and
whilst we bow to the sovereign disposal of
the Most High, it is our earnest prayer that
we may all of us be taught by the Spirit of
God to redeem the time, to work for Jesus,
andwhatsoever our hand findeth todo, to do
with all our might. And may the Lord
himself so vouchsafe His gracions presence
from day today, in answer to prayer, guidin,
in perplexity, giving lif;ht in darkness, an
opening up our way when the door seems to
be shut, as that while others may be con-
strained to say, ¢ The Lord hath done great
things for men,” we may all have reason to
say, ‘The Lord, indeed, hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.”

On the motion of Mr. J. K. Smith, se-
conded by Mr. J. B. Muir, the thanks of the
Asgsembly were conveyed to the retiring
Moderator, Dr. Cook, for his admirable
conduct in the chair during the past year,
and for the able discourse preached by him
that day.

Addresses of congratulation were then
read from the Synod of the Diocese of To-
ronto of the Church of Iingland, agreed to
at its l1ast Annual Session; from the Colo-
nial Committee of the Free Church of Scot-
land; and from the General Assembly of
the1 Presbyterian Church of Victoria, Aus-
fralia.

Tae EVENING SEDERUNT.
8TATE OF RELIGION.

It had been announced that this sederunt
would be devoted chiefly to religious exer-
cises and the reading of the Report on the
state of religion. At the 2ppointed hour of
meeting the body of the church was densely
filled with members. There must have been
at least 600 present. The galleries were
also well filled by the general public, among
whom were a large number of ladies. The
devotional exercises were conducted by the

Moderator, Mr. John Scott, N. Bruce, Pro-
fessor Mowat, of Kingston, and Mr. Sedg-
wick, of Tatamagouche, N.S.

The Report above referred to wasread by
Mr. Wardrope, of Guelph. It was an ela-
borate document, carefully prepared, and
was listened to throughout with marked
attention. It is to be hoped that it may find
itsway in print to every family of the Church
and that the many excellent suggestions
contained in it may by the blessing of God
be the means of promoting the interests
of true and undefiled religion and of extend-
ing the causeand Kingdom of the Redeemer
in the remotest corners of our land. The
report was founded upon returns from
356 Kirk-Sessions. It stated that a Sab-
bath School existed in connection with
almostevery congregation, and that hopeful
signg of spiritual Tife were appearing in
many locelities. That intemperance was
on the decrease. Under the head of evan-
gelistic services, attention was called to the
movements that had taken place in Quebec
and Montreal, and very notably in Galt, as
well ag in other parts of the country. The
report recommends that a day be appointed
upon which the general subject of the state
of religion in the land should be specially
presented from the pulpit.

Mr. McTavish, in moving the adoption
of the report took occasion to refer particu-
larly to the importance of family worship,
and urged that greater attention be given to
the matter by ministers, in their pastoral
dealings with their people. He congratu-
lated the Assembly on the satisfactory
nature of the returns which had been re-
ceived, and on the evidence which they
afforded that & wide-spead religious wave
was passing over the Church. .

Mr. J. K. Smith of Galt, expressed his
thankfulness that such a report had been
presented,and commented upoun the reference
made to Evangelistic work, in which as is
well known, he himself has always taken a
deep interest and an active part. The idea
occured to him 88 a good one, that if all hig
brethren in the ministry who occupied large:
city charges could only be released from:
their work for a month or two each year,.
and be sent out as Missionaries for that
length of time to the solitary places—the
new settlements that are springing np on
every side—much might be doneto advance:
the cause of Christ, and the ministers them-
selves would be greatly benefited.

If there was ary thing to be regretted in
connection with this report, it was only that
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the discussion upon it had not been a little
longer continued. The mind of the house
seemed to be that of the ardent disciple on
the Mount ¢ Master, it is good for us to be
her«; and let us make three tabernacles.”
But the evening was far spent, and other mat-
ters remaining on the docket, this interest-
ing subject was dropped and the Assembly
proceded to cousider

THE STATUS OF MISSIONARIES AND RETI!RED
MINISTERS.

This came up by overtures from the
Synods of Hamilton and London, and from
the Presbytery of Peterboro. The question
involved was whether or not ordained mis-
sionaries and retired ministers should be
considered as constituted members of the
Church courts—entitled to deliberate and
vote. Mr. Campbell, Montreal, deprecated
any deviation from the usual practice of the
parent churches, by which the membership
of the Assembly would be unnecessarily
enlarged, and referred to the contrary prac-
tice in the United States which had been
found inconvenient and embarrasing. Mr.
Wallace thought it would be a hardship if
the names of retired Ministers were strick
from the Presbytery Rolls. TheModerator
stated that in the old Country Ministers
retiring from their charges a]to%ether were
not retained on the roll. Dr. Reid explained
that the normal made of‘retirin% in Scotland
was by the appointment of Colleagues and
successors in which case the status remained
unimpaired. The overtures were remitted
to a special committee to report at a future
sederunt.

APPLICATIONS TO REOE1YB MIN!STERS.

A number of applications were read from
Presbyteries to receive ministers of other
churches, including one from the Presbytery
of Hamilton in favour of Mr. Stevenson, a
prominent minister ofthe Methodist Church.
After devotional exercises the Assembly ad-
journed at 10 p.n.

SECOND DaAY.—Friday.

A commuunication was read from represen-
tatives of the Reformed Episcopal Church
in Canada extending the hand of Christian
fellowship to the Assembly from this ¢litile
sister,” and placing the occupancy of their
{pulpits on the coming Ss,bbatﬁ at the service
of the Assembly. A letter was also read
from Miss Maggie Smith, Secretary of the
Toronto Women’s Christian Tei..perance
Dnion, directing tlie attention of the Assem-

bly to the importance of total abstinence and
of adopting measures in that direction.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH OTHSR CHUROHES,

Principal Snodgrass, convener, reported
the appointment of delegates to visit the
Churches of Great Britain and Treland and
of the United States. Ie also reported on
behalf of the delegates who had been ap-
pointed to represent this Church in the Con-
ference of the Presbyterian Council held in
London last summer, which he and also the
Moderator had the pleasure of attending.
They had found the proceedings tobe of ex-
ceeding interest, both because of the nature
and importance of the business transacted,
and the valuable intercourse with distin-
guished brethren which the occasion aftord-
ed. There were sixty-four delegates in
attendance. The result of their delibera-
tions was an agreement to institute a general
Alliance of Reformed Churches, to meet,
ordinarily, once in three vears. The first
meeting had been appointed for the 4th
July,1876, but in deference to the American
Churchesy who are this year busied with
their Oentennial Celebrations, it was post-
poned till next year. The Canadian Church
will be entitled to send twelve delegates to
this council.

The Moderator took ocasion to endorse
what had fallen from Dr. Snodgrass in this
behalf, stating his belief that this great
movement would certainly tend to the wel-
fare of the Church throughout the world,
and would especially strengthen the cause of
Missions by presenting to the heathen the
spectacle of a united Christianity.

INsTRUMENTAL MUySIo.

A reference from the Presbytery of Wal-
lace, N. S., in the form of an application
from the congregation of Amherst for per-
mission to use an ergan in public worship,
suddenly launched the Assembly intoa very
animated discussion of the whole question of
instrumental music, in which the substance
of nearly all the arguments that have been
led pro and con on this question for many
years past, wereadduced. Itisproper, how-
ever, to say that these arguments were well
¢ boiled down.” It was prudently taken for
granted that the House was familiar with
them.

Mr. Sedgwick, Tatamagouche, supported
the reference, and stated that one of the
Resolutions atlached to the Basis of Union
seemed to imply that this congregation,
which was not in existence at the time of
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the Union, was debarred from introducing
instrumental music without express leave
from the General Assembly. Mr. McTavish
thought this was the proper time for the
Assembly to pronounce itself on the whole

uestion. Mr. Wilson, Kingston, said that
the settling of this one case would settle all,
and, being a cobstitutional question, it
ought to ie sent down to Presbyteries.
Mr. Scott, understood the Resolution quoted
to mean that the modes of worship practised
in any cengregation were allowed in any
other congregation. Principal Caven eaid
they must be careful not to interfere hastily
with the rights of brethren in the Lower
Provinces. He moved the appointment of
a committee to cousider the principle upon
which all similar applications should be
determined. Mr. Forrest, Halifux, con-
tended that the question had been virtually
settled, and that the majority of the people
in these Provinces were favorable to the
use of instrumental music.

Mr. Robb, Toronto, took the floor, and
emphatically -declined bein§ a party con-
senting to any deliverance of this Assembly
which committed the House to an approval
of the use of organs in public worship. By
the resolution in question he understood sim-
ply that the church would not deal with con-
gregations using instrumental music in the
way of discipline. If the Assembly sanc-
tioned instrumental music by a resolution,
some members would be cut off from his
congregation,anditmight become a question
for him what his own relations to the church
should then be. He moved; that the As-
sembly proceed to the next business.

Dr. Snodgrass held that the resolution in
the Basis contemplated congregational
liberty in res%ect of such matters, and
moved that it be so interpreted. Mr. Mc-
Tavish on the contrary, contended that  ag
there was no law on the subject, the Assem-
bly declined to give the leave asked for by
the congregation of Amherst.””

Mr. McLennan, Peterboro, moved ¢ that
the Presbytery be instructed to intimate to
the congregation of Amherst, that they are
at liberty to introduce instrumental music
in public worship, provided such introduc-
tion does not mar the harmony of the
congregation.” Mr. McMullen, Woodstock,
moved 1n effect “that such deliverance as
is asked for is unnecessary *—the implica-
tion being that congregations are free.
Professor McLaren thought they should
not delegate this matter to congregations.
They ought to guard the power of the
Assembly to legislate on the matter at any
time. He therefore preferred Mr. McMullen’s
motion, ¢ which committed them to nothing.

After some discussion Mr. McLennan’s

amendment was carried by 220 yeas to 47
nays, and became the judgment of the
Assembly, against which six ministers and
five elders entered their dissent at the time,
and two or three others subsequently

dissented. :

Tue EvenINg SEDERUNT.
HOME MISSIONS.

A very large number of members, as well
as of the public, were in attendance to hear
the Reports on the Herme Missions of the
Church. That for the Western section
was read by the Convener, Dr. Cochrane, of
Brantford, or rather the substance of it, for
the report is an elaborate document occupy-
ing 22 pages ot closely printed maitter, into
which is compressed a most valuable
amount of information as to the extent of
Mission fields and the means\taken to over-
take the working of them. Dr. McGregor,
of Halifax, presented the report from the
Eastern section. As one listened to thc
recital of the efforts which have been made
during the past year for the propagation of
the gospel in this vast territory. extending
from ocean to ocean, five thousand miles,
including a habitable area as large, if not lar-
ger than that of the United States, one could
not help being impressed with the magnitude
and importance of the work to which in the
providence of God this United Church has
been celled to engagein. Whata heritage is
this good land which the Lord our God has
given us! may we be found worthy and wil-
ling to go forward and take possession of it
for Christ!

BriTise Corumpia.—Thankful reference
was made of the labours of Mr. McGregor,
who in this distant province worthily re-
presents the Churc% of Scotland, and
through whose representations five other
ministers had been settled in that country,
50 that there was now a Presbytery there.
Toward the support of these six ministers
the Colonial Committee of the Church of
Scotland had guaranteed the noble grant of
#5000 per annum. Our own Missionary,
Mr. Jamieson, who continues his labours
at New Westminister, refers to the advisabi-
lity—and surely it is a sentiment in which
we may rejoice—of his being allowed to join
with his congregation this new Presbytery,
and asks that the Church in Canada should
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make an annual grant in the interests of
Preebyterianism in that Province.

Maxrross.—The year just closed has been
one in which the Presbytery of Manitoba has
had great reason for thankfulness on ac-
count of the interest and liberality manifest-
ed by the Church at large towards North-
western Canada. A number of new fields
have been taken up. Some thirty-two
stations have been supplied, exclusive of the
two congregabions of Winnepeg and Kil-
donan. The Presbytery are anxious to ob-
tain the services of at least three additional
ministers without deiay. Ttis considered by
the Committee desirable that the Manitoba
College should no longer remain a charge on
the Home Mission Fund.

Lake Surerior STATIoNs.—These have
been regularly supplied during the year, by
the services of our missionaries at Prince
Arthur’s Landing, Fort William, Silver
Islet, Sault Ste. Marie and other places.

Within the bounds of Presbyteries the
work has been prosecuted with unremitting
diligence and gratifying success. In the
Presbytery of ﬁm‘rie, the Bracebridge mis-
sion progresses under the care of Mr. Find-
lay. Mr. Scott pursues his good work in
Penetanguishene and adjoining stations.
But, as yet, we have only one Church in the
whole district of Muskoka, and one in con-
templation at Gravenhurst. In the Ottawa
Presbytery, notwithstanding the changes ef-
fected through settlement and otherwise, we
have still under our care &welve mission
ficlds, and in all the other Presbyteries of
the Church, Missionary operations are being
prosecuted wherever openings occur.

Notice is made of the formation of Associa-
tions in Toronto and Montreal for Church
extension purposes. The growth of Presby-
terianism in those cities gives abundant
evidence of what can be accomplished in
the planting of territorial churches, and
should encourage all true friends of the
church to continue their efforts in this di-
rection. (Though it is not mentioned in the
report we have much satisfaction in stating,
upon the authority of the Chairman of the

oronto Association, that since their organ-
ization, during last winter, this society
has already upon its own responsibility ac-
quired sites for four additional churches,
that it has gathered together the nucleus of
one additional congregation, and that the
formation of another is under consideration.
This for the benefit of our Montreal friends.)

Acknowledgement was made of the valu-
able aid afforded the Committee by the
students of our Colleges insupplying numer-
ous remote stations that could not otherwise
have been overtaken.

Fivances:—The total receipts of the

western committee on behalf of this great
work, for the year ending 30th April, %8’16,
amount to $28.797; namely, from Presby-
teries, $22,770; from Foreign Churches,
$3,191 ; from Students’ Missionary Associa-
tion $2,835. (To these should be added at
least $6000 contributed for sirictly Home
Mission purposes, by the late Synod in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, and
which did not come under the cognizance of
the Committee.)

In commenting on the Report Dr. Coch-
rane alluded to the good@eeling which had
been displayed by the members of the Com-~
mittee, who had worked together so harmon-
iously that not the slightest symptom had
ever appeared amonf them to shew that they
had not belonged all their lives to one and
the same Church. The report, he said, af-
forded evidence also of the kindly feelings
of the old Country Churches towards tﬁe
Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Tne Lower Provinces.—The report read
by Dr. McGregor gave a lucid account of
the work which hag been done in the Lower
Provinces, and what they designed to do.
They employed three classes of Migsionaries,
(1) Ordained Missionaries and liceutiates.
(2) Theological Students. (3) Gaelic Cate-
chists, of whom there were eight labouring
under the auspices of the Presbyteries.
Their field, too, was an extensive one and
difficult to overtake, but the Lord had done
great things for them whereof they were
glad. He had revived His work in many
parts of their borders and they had many
evidences that that work was indeed pros-
pering in their hands,and that belie: ers were
being added to the Church. They in the
Lower Provinces, represented about one
third the number of membersand adherents
of the whole church, and sofar as ways and
means were concerned they stood prepared
to supply & corresponding proportion of the
money required for the prosecution of this
Home Mission work. grom the financial
exhibit which he held in his hand it ap-
peared that the receipts for the year had
been $6,778 and the expenditure $263 more.
This did not include the sum of $1,538
received from the Church of Scotland.

Dr. Waters in moving the adoption of the
report, complimented the Conveners on
their diligence and the great work they had
accomplished. Mr. Smith, Galt, who
seconded the motion, expressed the feeling
of the whole Assembly when he stated that
there wasin the reports which had been read
such abundant cauee for gratitude to the
Kingand Head of the church as should lead
us every one to thank God and take cour-
age.

When it is considered that thisis the first
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year of the Chureh’s existence; that there
was gome difficulty in immediately har:
monizing the methods previously followed
by four different organizations, and, that
the season has been one of unexampled
financial depression, it must appear to right
thinking men that success has attended the
efforts of our committee more largely than
was to have been anticipated. The un-
palatable truth regains that we have closed
the year with & bugnce against the Western
wing of the church 01$9,124. But thatisnot
an amount that should discourage or alarm
a people having suchresources as the Pres-
byterians uf Ontario and Queb.c, who, may
we not rather hope, will rise equal to the
cccasion, and, by a united and spontaneous
effort, roll away the incubus from their

doors.
Tuirp Dav.—Saturday.

The Court sut for only two hours, and ad-
journed at noon, that members might have
it in their power to go to Hamilton and at-
tend the funeral of the late Rev. Mr. McColl.
In the meantime, however, a subject of deep
interest came up for discuseion and wasdis-
posed of. This was the

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER BY
THE ASSEMBLY.

At first sight, it would seem to be one of
those questions on which there was scarcely
any room for diftercnce of opinion. And,in

oint of fact, there was very little difference
In regard to the suitableness of the obser-
vance to the occasion. The points brought
out in the debate having reference rather to
details which appeared to be necessarily
connected with it. -Is it wise to establish a
precede nt under the authority of the General
Assembly which might seem to countenance
the practice of open communion? The ob-
Jjection, as it seemsed to us, having its chief
force coupled with the suppositiou that this
communion service would be open to the
Christian public, or, at least, to all the
members of the Presbyterian Church who
should desire to attend. .

The subject came up by an overture sign-
ed by several members of Assembiy,and was
introduced by Dr. Bell, who said it was the

ractice of many Presbyterian Churches to
Eave the Lord’s Supper dispensed during
the meetin%of' their Supreme Courts. Mr.
Gordon of Ottaws, supported the overture,

suggesting that a committee be appointed to
make arrangements for the observance, and
that the Moderator and ex-Moderator should
preside on the occagion.

Mr. Laing, Dundas, believed that the pro-
posed action of the Assembly would provea
stumbling-bluck in the way of many mem-
bers. He did not think there was suflicient
harmony throughout the ¢ hurch on this
subject, and moved, seconded by Mr. McNab,
Beaverton, that the overture lie on the
table.

Dr. Proudfoot remarked that it had been
the custom of one of the uniting churches at
least, to celebrate this ordinance in simi~
lar circumstances, and he would regret if
the custum was not foll.wed at this time.
He was prepared to support the overture as
far as it went, and leave the general question
to be discussed at a subsequent metting. It
was evident that the attendance of members
was not obligatory, and it seemed proper
that those who desired to commune with
their brethren should have the opportunity
aftorded them of so doing.  Mr. Bﬁ:hlullen,
Woodstock, took the same view.

Mr. Robb, of Toronto, regretted that he
must oppose what appeared 10 be e pre-
vailing opinion of the Assembly. The re-
solution was a hasty one, and should not be
adopted without fully considering all the
the considerations involved. Theexperience
of the Canada Presbyterian had not bren
favourable to the continuance of the practice.
He held that the Sacrament of ths >upper
wag & congregational order, subject always
to the supervision of the Session. It was
designed not for the rulers of the Church,
but for the people of God. Was it to be
confined to members of the Assembly? If
not, what guarantee was there for the exer-
cise of proper discipline ? Was the Assem.
bly to thus sanction open communion ?

Mr. Campbell, Montreal, explained thdt.
the Churches of the Lower Provinces had
usually observed this custom, as well as the
Church with which he had formerly been
connected. Mr. Donaldson reminded the
House that the firet celebration of the Sacra-
ment was observed by the Head of the
Church and his twelve apostles, and that,.
as to discipline, though the traitor was a
communicant the Master did not turn him
out. He went of his own accord.

After a somewhat protracted discussion
the motion was carried by an overwhelming,
majority, and it was decided to observe the
ordinancte at 3 o’clock, on sabbath after-
noon, the understanding being, that while it
was intended chiefly for the members of the
Assembly, other members of the church,.
known to be in good standing, would not be:
exclnded,
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RoLrs or PrrsyTrRIES,

A report of the committee on the Rolls of
Presbyterics was read, It recommended
that the roll of a Presbytery should consist,
(1) of Pastors of charges, including Collea-

ues, and Aasistants being successors. ()

rofessors of Theological Colleges and
Halls within the bounds, |
the General Assembly. (3) Ordained Mis-
‘sionaries holdiug their appointments direct
from the Assembgn (4) Ordained Mis-
-sionaries employed by Presbyteries and
engaged for not less than 12 months, G)A
ruling Elder from each charge withiu the
bounds, Further, that Ministers retired
from active service with consent of the
Assembly, should have seats in the Presby-
tery, and’ all the privileges of membership
except that of voting, It provided for the
continuance of the rights of persons hold-
ing seats in the Presbytery betore the Union,

The discussion which
chiefly on the position ‘proposed to be ag-
signed to Professors in Colleges. Professor
MaeKerras felt that under thig arrangement
he, and other Professors in Queen’s ollege
would be excluded. Dr. Cook understosd
the recommendation to refer to Colleges
Tecognized by the Assembly and approved
©of it. Dr. Snodgrass eaid that according
to this resolution, even the theological Pro-
fessors in Queen’s College wonld not be mem-
bers of this Court, inasmuch as they were
1ot appointed by the Assem bly, but by the
Board of Trustees. This led Mr. Robb to
ask if it was the intenticn of the Assembly
to give a place in Church Courts to Pro-
fessors not appointed by itself? He would
desire to see Queen’s College brought into
full connection with the church by vesting
the appointment of its Theological Profes-
gors in the Assembly. At this point in the
debate the Assembly ad journed.

Fourta Dav.—Sabbath.

In other circumstances this sacred Day
of Rest had been marked as 2 dies non in
80 far as the General Assembly was con-
cerned, but, having met in its corporate
capacity for the observance of the Lord’s
Supper, surely it may be said that at the
goingdown of the Sun “the evening and the
morning were the fourth day.”  Blessed
day ! bringing rest {o the weary, peace and
comfort to the troubled mind, and Joy un-
speakable to humble believers, Few cities
«©of its size have so many churches as 'oronto,
Many of them are large and beautiful

and appointed by | x¢

ensued turned | P

structures.
by crowded
occupied by delegates
sembly.

Morning service was conducted in Knox
Church—which, for the time being, belonged
as it were to the Assembly—by the Rey. A,
ommerville, of the Anderston Free
Church, Glasgow, who now visits Canada,
in the twofol capacity of a delegate and
for the purpose of engaging in a geries of
evangelistic services in di errat portions
of the Dominion. Heis s venerable lookin
man, verging on three-score years and ten,
whose snow-white locks and benevolent
cast of countenance invest lim with an ir-
resistable fascination. Seldom, indeed we
may say never, have we seen go much,
vigour, animation and power as a preacher,
combined in a minister of his vears. Itwag
observed that although he entered the pul-
it in lus gown he divested himself of thig
1mpeuiment before he began to expound the
passage of seripture which he Lad selected
as hig text. In the course of his remarks
he referred in pathetic terms to the circum-
Stance of his having occupied that pulpit
more than thirty years ago. Hestated that
he had met that morning a member of the
Kirk-Session, who still retained a distinet
outline of a sermon he had reached on hig
previous visit, and thaukeg God that the
recoilection of a sermon could last 5o long,
We venture to say that from those amon
his audienee who shall outlive another
generation of men, there will e more
thau one who will remember tLe precious
truths unfolded this day. His theme wag
¢ the love of God,” as manifested in Hig
Son Jesus Christ—able, and willing, and
mighly to save to the uttermost, whosoever
believeth in Him. In this church, the Rey.
Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford, preached an
admirable discourse in the evening,

Nearly all of them were filled
audiences, and their pulpits
to the General Asg.

CELBBRATION OF THE Surrer.

In the afternoon, at three o’clock, a yery
large number of the members of Assembly
repaired to Knox Church, where arrange-
ments had been- made for the dispensation
of the’ Sacrament. There seemed to be
present between four and five hundred com-
munieants. It wag certainly a geason of
greatsolemnity. Few words were spoken
on the occasion. Indeed, tlie reading of a,
few verses of Scripture, before and safter
the distribution of the elewr~nts, along with -
praise and prayer to God, constituted the

simple Communion service. No words of
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men could have made it more impressive or
appropriate.

Tnre Sasrato SchHooL.

It had been contemplated to have a
general gathering of the Sabbath Schools of
all the city churches on Sabbath afternoon.
This idea was found to be impracticable.
A considerable number nowever of the mem-
bers of Assembly paid a visit to the Sabbath
School connected with Knox Chureh, at
four o’clock. The children and their
teachers were found convened in a spacious
and airy ‘“upper room * attached to the
church. TImmediately on their visitors
being seated, a hymn was sung,and prayer
offered, when the Rev. Dr. Mutehmore, a
delegate from the United States, having
been called upn, addressed the meeting at
some length.  We learned that this Schio-]
is under the superintend.ance of Mr. ¢ lark,
and th.t the Hon. John McMurrich. takes
charge of a Mission School in conucction
with Knox Cburch in another part of
the city, aud that both have adopted the
International Series of Lessons. The Trus-
tees of the Church are to be commended for
the very excedent accommodation they
have provided for this Sabbath School. The
basement of Kuox church was long its
Sabbath school-room, and accounted ag -od
one at that, but ““an upper room ” is in-
finitely better. Let the children have the
best by all means.

Frrrn Dav.—Monday.

The General Asrembly convened at eleven
o’clock, and after the usual devotional
exercises, proceeded to business.

BraxTrorD LaDiEs’ CoLLEGE.

A communication was read from the
directors of this Institution, requesrting the
Assembly to nominate twelve names of
stockholders, out of which six would be
chousen as directors for next year.

Dr. Cochrane stated that the total cost of
the Institution was $60,001, towards which
$40,000 had beeen subscribed.  Of the nine
directors, six were Presbyterians. There
would be one hundred students during next
session, of whom sixty were boarders.” The
college asked a continuance of that moral
support which had been accorded 10 it in
past years by the Presbyterian Church.

Mr. McTavish, Mr. Lowry, Dr. Waters,
and other members testified to the efficiency
of the Institution. Dr.Snodgrass suggested
that it should report annually to the Assem-

bly, and, with this understanding, the re-
quest of the Directors was complied with.

RoLis OF PRESBYTERIES AGAIN.

The report of the Committee was further
congidered. In regard to the granting of
seats in Presbyteries to professors in theo-
logical Colleg's and_ Hallsy, Mr. Wilson,
Kingston, contended that every minister, by
virtue of his «ffice, was entitled to a seat in
some Presbytery. He had yet to learn that
all the members of the first Synod held in
Jerusalem had pastoral charges. After re-
marks by Mr. Campbell, Montreal. Dr.
Snodgrass, Dr. MacVicar, and Professor
Bryce, the House adjourned for recess.

Tre MacvoxNeLL Cask.

When the Assembly resumed at three
o’clock to enter upon the cousideration of
this matter the House was packed full of
people. The body of the church was ap.
parently too small 10 accomodate the mem-
bers, who swarmed about the doors or stood
in the aisles. The platform was inconvenient-
ly crowded. Some were reclining in orien-
tal fashion on thefloor. Others were perched
on the pulpit stairs. The galleries were
filled to their utmiost eapacity by ladies.
The day was oppressively hot. And the
scene which presented itself, as the vast
multitude sat in eager expectation, men and
women plying their fans in a desperate but
vain attempt to keep themselves cool, was
one seldom witnessed and not easily forgot-
ten. Was it possible that the statemeut to
be made on behalf of the Presbytery might
be of such a kind as to preclude the necessity

of arguing the merits of the case on the floor
of' the Assembly? Or, must the Church be
plunged into the gravest discussion ever en-
tered upon by a Church Court in Canada ?
The great majority, we believe,hoped even
against hope, that the former might be
possible. But it soon became apparent that
this hope was not to be realized, and thatthe
As:-emgly must prepare itsell to face the
other alternative.

A reference was read from the Synod of
Toronto and Kingston, of the dissent and
complaint ot certain memberaof the Presby-
tery of Toronto again~t the decision of that
Court in the case of Mr. Macdonnell A full
statement of the proceedings had in this case
befure the Presbytery,was presented in print-
ed form and put into the hands of members,
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and it was agreed to hold the papers as read.
Dr. Snodgrass and Mr. Wilson, Kingston,
explained the nature of the reference and
stated that it had come before the Assembly
in this form chiefly because all the papers
connected with it had not been in readiness
wheun the Synod last met, and that the time
at the disposal of the Synod was insuflicient
for the consideration of a subject which pro-
mised to be of such magnitude and impor-
tance.

Mr. David Mitchell and Mr. Macdonnell
were heard in support of a request that the
Appellents at the Bar be permitted to
withdraw their dissent and complaint, in
order to allow the reference of the Presby-
tery to come directly before the Assembly.
Affer some discassion this was agreed to, and
the reference was read by the clerk, and
commented upon by Mr. Robb, Professor
McLaren and others, when it was agreed to
hear the parties appointed to state the refer-
ence.

Principal Caven, having been first called
upon, acknowledged the great solemnity of
the position in which the representatives of
the Presbytery were placed. While it was
his desire to study brevity, so far as he was
able, in presenting the case, he yet thought
that the time of the Assembly would be
best saved by reviewing this whole matter
from its origin until now. And this hedid in
a spirit of candour and fairness, and, withal,
of christian courtesy, worihy of his dis-
tingaished ability, calimness and prudence,
and which commended itself to the unani.
mous approva! of his audience. He shewed
that in dealing with this matter the Pres-
bytery were most desirous to obrerve two
great principles. One of them was to main-
tain God’s truth, and the testimony of the
church to the nnportant, he might even
eay the fundamental, truth involved in the
discussion of the question. The other was,
that the Presbytery had sought to deal with
the case in love. In regard to the first, the
Presbytery had shewn their sincerity in the
rejection of five successive statements of
Mr. McDonnell’s position in relation to the
standards of the church on this point, be-
cause they found in them something which
appeared to vitiate his adbesion te the
doctrines of the churgch. In the midst of a
good deal of public obloquy, and some mis-
conception on the part of brethren, the
Presbytery had steadily maintained its
consigtency, and refused to express itself
satiefied, until a statement had been sub-
mitted, which, it honestly believed, con-
served God’s truth, and wgich it could pre-
tent, a8 it now did, to this Assembly, in the
hope that it might be found satisfactory
as a basis of seottlement.

The statement referred to by Dr. Caven,
and signed by Mr. Macdonnell, reads as fol-
lows :—<¢ Notwithstanding difficulties which
I have regarding the eternily oy future
punishment, I continve my adhesion to that
docirine as implied in my assent to the Con-
fession of Fuith formerly given.” Astothe
other, Dr. Caven held that the Presbytery
had dealt tenderly with their brother. He
should never make an antithesis between
truth and love, as some writers have done.
No. They were both of God—both Divine.
If the time should ever come when they
should all unite in love, it would not be be-
cause one truth should die out here, and
another becume diminighed there, and a
third be disregarded. They would unite
not over a cold worthless residuum of
Theology, but God would bestow His Spirit.
upon them, the spirit that worked in truth
and love.

Mr. King, Toronto, also appeared on
behalf of the Presbyterv, and referred in a
similar strain to the motives by which the
Presbytery had all along been actuated in
this matter. The great question now was, had
they in Mr. Macdonnell’s last statement a

rcper basis for the settlement of the case?

e trusted the, had. It appeared to him to
cover an honest adhesion tothe standards of
the church. It ditfered importantly from
previous statemeuts, and, in connection with
it, it was to be remembered that Mr. Alac-
donvell had openly expressed regret for
having spoken as he did in the sermon
which gave rise to these proceedings—a
sermon which Mr. King believed had been
prejudicial to the interests of true religion to
a degree they all very deeply deplored. He
thought the General Assembly would do
¢ood service if, by accepting this statement,
they would .bring this vexed question to &
peacetul settlement.

Dr. Proudfoot thought that the matter
was now sufficiently before the Assembly,
and although he did not wish the House to
say that they were ‘“satisfied” with the
statement submitted as a basis of settlement,
he yet hoped they would find enough in it
tojustify the adoption of a deliverance which
would obviate further discussion. He sub-
mitted the following motion :— That the
General Assembly sustains the refercuce,
and recognizing the forbearance, wisdom,
and faithfulness of the Toronto Presbytery
in dealing with this case, and also attachin
very great umportance te the fundamental
doctrine involved in it, in view of the
nature of the doctrine itself and its vital
connection with the whole systemn of reveal-
ed truth, especially the portions of it relating
to the supreme desirableness of the remedy,

and the urgent necessity of its application 1n
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the present life, and in view of the clearness
with which it is taught in the Bible and in
the Confession of Faith, on which the recent
auspicious union of the Church is based, de-
clares its acceptance of Mr. Macdonnell’s
final statement, and, in acceptin% of this,
disposes of the whole case.” Mr. J. B.
Muir, Huntingdon, seconded the motion.

A brief pause now ensued. For a minute
or two, the vast assemblage hushed itself
into silence, as if to afford an opportunity,
to some man of God, to arige and approach
the mercy seat of the Most High—to pour out
the heart’s desire of every one of us for
heavenly direction: Light: Pracs. Bat,
ah! that golden moment: how soonit was
gone ! never to return. This Assembly
must take up its appointed cross, and carr
it. Why should we be dizquieted? The
Lord reigneth. We shall yet praise Him
“ who is the health of our countenance and
our God.”

Professor McLaren rose with a sense of
deep responsibility to move an amendment.
He had been at one with the Presbytery of
Toronto up to the time when this statement
was accepted or recommended to the ap-
proval of the General Assembly. And,even
now, had Mr. MacDonnell endorsed the in-
terpretation put upon it by Dr. Caven, he
would not have another word 1o say. But
as he had been led to put a different con-
struction upon the langunage in which that
statement was couched from the statements
which had preceded it,and the circumstances
in which it was given, he was not prepared
to take the responsibility of voting for its
acceptance by the Presbytery. He, and
some others, consequently declined to vote
on that occasion. Mr. MacDonnell, it seem-
ed to hiin, had an ntellectual basis for the
hope he desired to cherish in regard to
the duration of future punishment, which
was, substantially, that God’s word did not
contain any definite revelation upon the
point at all, and that, consequently, they
were free to hold whatever view they liked
apon it. Mr. MacDonnell, himself did not
seem to regard it as containinganything dif-
ferent from the previous ones which they had
rejected. If Mr. MacDonnell would say to
this Assembly that Principal Caven’s inter-
pretation was the right one, and that he,
Mr. McLaren, had misunderstood him, he
would withdraw his amendment, and the
matter would then be settled at ance. His
amendment was:—¢ Sustain the reference,
and find, that having respect to the terms in
which Mr. MacDonnell’s last statement is
couched, and to the circumstances of the
case, that it cannot be regarded as satis-
factory,and that nothing less will satisfy the

Y | now referred to.

Church than that he should declare that,
notwithstanding any difficulties he may
have, he believes the doctrines of the
Westminister Cenfession of Faith on the
subject of future punishment, as founded on
and agreeable to the Word of God, and that
in his teachings he will faithfully adhers
thereto, and that the Assembly do now call
on Mg MacDonnell to make suek a declara-
tion.

The amendment was seconded by Mr.
Ball.

Dr. Taylor, of Montresl, did not approve
of either the motion or the amendment.
It was evident to all, he thought,
that Mr. Macdonnell was in a “ught
place.” He had acknowledged regret for
having preached such a sermon as that
This ahmost amounted to
a retraction. He did not like to see a bro-
ther badgered and driven intoacorner. He
moved to the effect that < the action of the
Presbytery be sustained, their faithful de-
fence of this important article of the Christ-
tain faith approved,and that the Assembly,
taking the matter into its own hands,
declares its willingness to accept Mr. Mac-
donuelP’s final statement, and to drop the
prosecution of the matter. Atthe sametime,
that the Assembly records its adherence to
that doctrine of the Confession which has
been in question, and warns all against
giving auy contrary teaching a place in
their public ministrations.” ™ Mr. Peter
Melville, B.D., from New Brunswick, se-
conded the motion. Dr. McLise of St. John,
N.B., also supported it.

Mr. McTavish supported Professor Mc-
Laren’s amendment. &Ee had endeavoured to
obtain a basis {or the union of the churches
such as he conld honecstly accept, and,
having obtained that, he had sought to bring
others into the Union who were in a state of
perplexity. Ifthis statement was held by
the Assembly to be satisfactory he would
regard it as a violation of the Union. In
one of his previous =xplanations Mr. Mac-
donnell had stated that God bad not revealed
to us what he would do in the future. In
this last statement hetound no repudiation
or retractation of these views. He depre-
ciated acknowledging such modified sub-~
ecription to the standards as was implied in
the acceptance of this statement. There
was 0o saying to what it might lead. The
church now stood on the brink of a pre-
cipice. He hoped members would pause
and cousider, and that they wonld be ready
to show at least an equal respect to his
views and feelings, and to the feelings of
those who thought like him, as they were
seemingly pre ared to shew to hisbrother of
St. Andrew’s Church,Toronto. Mr. McPher-
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son, of Stratford, thought there would be
danger to the chureh if any of the motions
were adopted. In ther endeavours to keep
a brother in the church they might lose
two or three dozen egually beloved. While
the standards of the ¢hurch mu t be main-
tained in their integrity, he believed that
justice might be saustied without adopting
measures_that would appear rigid or ex-
treme. He therefore moved that ¢ the case
be remitted to the Toronto Presbytery, with
the hope that when they report to next
General Assembly, they maf' be able to
statec that by kind, personal intercourse,
individuaily and officially, aud b{ a careful
and prayerful coneideration of the subject,
all difference of opinion may be removed,
and the peace and harmony of the church
secured.

A TURNING POINT.

A crisis was impending. It was now
brought to a climax by the sudden appear-
ance of Mr. Macdonnell on the plattorm.
His youthful appearance, his self possession,
the quiet way 1n which he elbowed his way
through the crowd, his modest demeauour,
especially the unexpectedness of his pre-
sence, Wflicll for the moment had the effect
of an apparition : the interest that had
necessarily gathered around the man, added
to the somewhat excited state of the an-
dience, would have brought down the house,
but for the prompt intervention of the
Moderator, who instantly suppressed any
public demonstration of the kind. As this
proved a turning point in the debate, we
quote the words used by Mr. Macdonnell as
taken down by the reporters. ¢ There was
a time, he said, when he had no difficulty
about the ordinarily understood view of the
Church as to the eternity of future punish-
ment. As they knew perfectly well, he now
was not exactly in that positicn : he was not
fully in accord with the ordinary view
of the Church. He certainly did not reject
the Church’s teaching, but so long as he
entertained these doubts. difficulties or per-
plexities, he could not say simply and with-
out explanation, I am here.”” If he was
asked whether he believed the teaching of
the Confession of Faith to be founded onand
agreeable to the Word of God, he could say
that he did. If he said so, fifty pecple would
probably rise and ask what was behind that
—how he reconciled that with what he had
said before? He believed the teaching of
the Confession of Faith to be founded on
and agreeable to the Word of God—he said
8o still, as he had said in every statement
he had made. When he fell back on the
Scripture it was brczuse he had found pre-
cisely the same difficulty which be had in

regard to the use of certain wordsin the
Scriptures when the words were quoted in
the Confession. He could not understand
the principle which applied one rule of in-
terpretation to the Scriptures and another
to the quotations from Scripture in the Con-
fession. The Assembly would remember
the words in which the punishment of the
wicked was described m the Confession
“The wicked who know not God and
obey mnot the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
shall be cast into eternal tormenis, and
be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord and the glory
of Iis power.” e said he believed that,
and explained that the words used in the
Confession on the subject were borrowed
from scripture,”

We do not attempt to describe the effect
Produced npon the Assembly by these words.
t could not be but that they should be
variously interpreted by parties who held
strong views in relation to the case uuder
consideration. It was perhaps fortunate
that the hour'of adjournment had arrived,
and that members should have some time
for calm reflection before resuming what
now became inevitable, a prolonged and ex-
haustive debate.

Sixta Dav.—Tuesday.

The Assembly met at 10 o’clock, a.mn.,
and after devotional excercises resumed
consideration of

THE MAODONNELL CASE.

Principal Caven rose to explain that
the statement made by Mr. Macdonnell last
night had shaken his confidence in the
interpretation which he had ventured to
give, and which he had up to that time
believed to be the correct one. He was
very sorry for this, as he had thought that
they had then been in sight of land. His
brother had brought in a principle of inter-
pretation which deprived the statment of
its value. That principle was, as he under-
stood it, that when a person was in doubt
regarding the language of the Confession of
Faith, it was still open to him to fall back
upon the language of Scripture. This prin-
ciple, he hela, vitiated his adhesion to the
subordinate standards of the church. But
he did not think that the Assembly had ex-
hausted the means of dealing with the case.
He suggested that a committee beappointed.
to converse with him during the year on the
point at issue.

Mr King also expressed his disappoint-
ment with the remmgcs made by Mr. Mac-
Donnell on the previous evening. In the
light of these remarks he was no longer able:
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to take the ground which he had great
pleasure in taking at an earlier stage of the
case. When Mr. MacDonnell told the As-
sembly that he adhered, not to the doctrine
of the Confession in its well understood sense
but to the language of the Confession,—
< that language being almost exclusively
from Scripture,” he stood precisely where
he stood when he presented the first state-
ment of his views to the Presbytery. A few
words of explanation here Jassea between
Principal Caven and Mr. MscDonnell.

Dr. Cochrane thought that the Assembly
had arrived at & very grave crisis, and feared
that the Court was not in a position to vote
upon any of the motions submitted to it.

e therefore moved that the motion and

amendments be submitted toa Committee of
the movers and seconders, with such addi-
tional members as the Moderator may ap-
point, with instructions to report as early as
possible.
-=Mr. McMullen,Woodstock, rose to address
the house in deep distress of soul. On per-
sonal grounds he would go as far agany one
to arriveat a satisfactory solution,butin the
interests of truth and Christianity it was
their duty not to mince matters. If Mr.
MacDonnell had only stopped half-way in
his speech last night, the whole matter
would no doubt have been terminated. It
appeared that Mr. MacDonnell's difliculty is
not with the Confession of Faith, the Jan-
guage of which he declares he beheves with
all his heart. but with the interpretation of
Scripture on this doctrine, avd sceing that
he has declared to the Assembly that no
interpretation of Scripture on this subject
has a stronger hold on his conviction than
the one held by the Church, he therefore
moved the appointment of a Corunittee to
confer with Mr. MacDonnell with the view
of ascertaining the reasons of his doubt, and
giving bim brotherly counsel.

Professor McKnight who had studied this
case dispassionately, at a distance of 1200
miles from local excitement, thought that
the Assembly had failed to understand Mr.
MacDonneil. But then his brother was to
blame for that, because he had made use of
phrascology of doubtful meaning. His pos-
ition was simply that of a man who enter-
tained grave and serious doubts upon this
question. Oue of these was as to the mean-
ing of dionios, another as to certain passages
of Scripture which seemed to favour the
final restoration, and another, proceeding
from general views of the divive character.
But he found that the preponderance of
evidence was in favour of the general view
ofthe Church on thissubject. Mr. McKnight
went on to analyze these different attitudes
in a masterly mauner, and, at theconclusion

of an able speech, expressed his satisfaction
with Dr. Proudfoot’s motion.

Mr. Middlemiss said there was a very
important distinction to be drawn betwixt
difticulties and doubts. He knew well what
both wers. He proceeded to explain at length
his conception of thisdistinction. This hedid
in a logical and satisfactory manner though
we regret our inability to presgnt the pre-
cise point of an argument so subtle, and
involving such nice distinctions, in the
few sentences to which we are limited.

Dr. Ure, of Goderich, followed in a vigor-
ous speech. He remembered the time when
he was in the same state of difficulty as Mr,
Macdonnell. But his mind was now at rest
in regard to the evidence, whatever might
be the difficulties in his mind at times in
regard to the truth itself. It should not
go forth to the public that anything con-
nected with this matter in the slhightest
manner threatened what might be called
a theological crisis: ‘I'he difficulties were
not of the sort which produced genuine
heresy, nor was Mr. Macdonnell the'kind of
a man of which heretics were manufactured.
It would be & sad thing to his mind if their
brother should be silenced by this Assembly
because he had acknowledged his doubts.
As to the publication of these doubts, he
could not apologize for that, but had not
Mr. Macdonnell admitted that he had been
unwise in so doing, and expressed his regret?
He moved, in efiect, that Mr. MacdonnelP’s
final statement be accepted and that no fur-
ther proceedings are necessary. At the
same time that the Assembly take the op-
portunity to reaffirm and emphasize the
necessity of upholding in its integrity the
doctrine involved in this case, asset forth in
the standards of this church.

Mr. Croil, Elder, supported Dr. Ure’s
view of the case. He £d not think that
Mr. Macdonnell had committed the un-
pardonable sin.

Mr. Maclennan, (Peterboro), dwelt at
cousiderable length on the negative position
of Mr. Macdonnell’s mental attitude. The
question was whether or not the Church
required of her Ministers such an entire in-
tellectual uniformity or similarity, not only
in the wain, but in all the minor questions,
as that it could not tolerate such a position
as that avowed by Mr. Macdonnell. Mr.
Smith, Hamilton, agreed with the last
speaker. If the foundation of these doubts
were intellectual, or scriptural, the Assem-
bly should serionsly consider it, but if it was
simply emotional, which he thought it
was, the case was very different. He‘ixopcd
that the lesson taught by this discussion,
that ministers should not deal in public
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with speculative topics, would not be lost
on the Assembly.

Mr. Macdonuell here rose to say that the
language of Professor McKnight was a
satisfactory expression of his opinion. The
announcement was greeted with applause.
Principal Snodgrass said he would like to
add s mite to the already large literary
contribution in the clerk’s bhands. by offer-
ing a motion which sustained the reference
¢found that Mr. Macdonnell had not adopted
any opinion at variance with the church or
the teaching of the Confession, and com-
mended hini o ihe guidance of the Spirit of
Truth, praying that all those difficulties
may speedily cease to perplex his mind, and
charging him not to introduce them into
his teachings.” This was not a case of
heresy. He was not prepared to accept the
assertion that the doctrine involved was a

Jundamental one. His motion was seconded
by Mr. Burton, Belleville.

Principal MacVicar, took the ground that
Mr. Macdonnell was not in accord with this
church upon the doctrine in question. This
departure from the doctrine held by the
church was an exceedingly serions one. It
was not to be remedied or atoned for by a
mere censure. Something more than nega-
tive teaching was required of our Ministers.
But Mr. Macdonnell evidently found himself
in a position in which he was anable to
teach anything directly and emphatically
touching this great fundamental doctrine of
the eternity of Tuture punishment. Theques-
tion came to this,—was the Assembly pre-
pared to accepta qualified subscription from
any of its members? He reminded the As-
sembly of the answer to the 19th question
in the Shorter Catechism—which gave
forth no uncertain sound on this sub.
ject—he deprecated the wuse of the
argument that AMr. Macdonnell might be
driven from the Church. It was & far more
serious cougideration that this Church
should be found in any measure drifting
from the old historic landmarks, and from
the doctrine found in God’s Word. He
therefore moved, substantially, (1) ¢ that
Mr. Macdonnell’s final statement is not aat-
isfactory to this Assembly. (2) That a
Committee be appointed to confer with him,
in the hope that they may be able to bring
in a report as to his views which may be
satisfactory.”

Principal Cook spoke at some length on
the various aspects of the question at large,
which had presented themselves to different
minds in diverse circumstances. He sym-
pathized with Dr. Snodgrass’ motion, but
was prepared to go somewhat further. T he
substance of bis motion was that <the As-
sembly approves cf Mr. Macdonnell’s frank-

ness and discerns in his state of mind a pro-
mise of assurance that the Good Spirit
will in due time lead him to the acknow-
ledgement of all that is essential in the
doctrine in question.”

Mr. Laing, Dundas, seconded Dr. Mac-
Vicar’s motion. He hoped a committee
would be appointed, and that an honourable
end to the matter would be found. Mr.
Wilkins, Stratford, submitied & motion
which, commending Mr. Macdonnell to the
guidance of the Spirit of Truth, dismisses
the case.

Mr. Campbell, Montreal, contended that
during the last few months his brother had
been gradually upproaching the views held
by the Church, and that as the basis on
which they united last year implied tolera-
tion on many points, which were thought
so important one or two centuries ago as
to have caused the disruption of the Church,
he had no fear that this or any other ques-
tion would seriously disturb our peace and
harmony.

Mr. Sedgwick, Nova Scotia, moved an
amendment in effect ¢ declaring Mr. Mac-
dornell’s statement unsatisfactory. Never-
theless, containing as it does, ground for
hope that he will yet be led to the fulness
of the t-uth, that the Church feels it can
allow this matter to take an end in the
meantimé.”

EvENING SEDERUNT.
HEARING OF DELEGATES.

It was not an unwelcome interruption,
even to a debate that had become intensely
interesting, -for the Assembly to have its
thoughts turned for a littlein another direc-
tion, the more that the men who were to
hold it by the ears this night, were 80 well
qualified to do it. Mr. Sommerville, the
same venerable friend who preached to us
on Sabbuth, and Dr. Mutchmore, editor of
the Presbyterian, and pastor of a large con-
gregation in Philadelphia, were severally
mtroduced, and in the addresses which they

ave, rivetted the attention of the house.
gi‘he earnestness, the enthusiasm, the burn-
ing eloquence of the former will never be
forgotten by that great congregation—for
the Church was literally full to the very
doors, and overflowinz. Our American
beother shone in & somewhat different light,
but none the less brilliantly. Each of them
spoke close upon one hour. The Moderator
then addressed them in very happy terms,
safter which was sung the 132nd psaim, aud
then the Assembly adjourned.
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SeveNTH Dav.—Wednesduay.

If any one had said, ¢ what of the night 7
the only reply to be given was, ¢ the night
cometh, also the morniug ; but no beginning
of the end of this debate”

Mr. Sedgwick, Tatamagouche, supported
the motion he had previously made. He be-
lieved they could leave th s matter now to
Mr. MacDonnell’s ewn heartand conscieuce.
In a reasonable time he would tell hie
brethren the conclusion~ at which ne had
arrived. Dr. Murray, Cavendish, P. E. I,
seconded Mr. Sedgwick’s motion.

Professor Mackerras objected to the refer-
ence of the (}uestion to a Committee. Mr.
MacDonnell’s views had already been pre-
sented to the Assembly by himself.

Mr. Thompson, Pictou, took Mr. MacD’s.
attitude of mind to be exactly what it had
been when the sermon was preached. His
views were opposed to the C{:urch, and the
must look at the influence this had had.
Besides they were establishing a precedent.

Mr. Whimster, Meaford,submitted another
motion, seconded Ly Father Chiniquy, the
purport ot which was to stay proceedings for
a year, in the meantime appointing an ad-
visory Committee to confer with Mr. MceD.

Professor Mowat held strongly that this
could not be construed into a heresy case. It
was his brothers’ love of truth which had
led him to entertain doubts. The Assembly
should let the matter drop, and not allow 1t
to §o forth to the world that a good man,
and an acceptable preacher, was to be dis-
ciplined for holding a doubt, while nothing
was done to men who were stupid and dull,
and whose preaching was useless.

Mr. Bennett, St. John, could not conceive
how they coiild condemn any man for doubts.

Mr. Smith, Toronto, depreciated strongly
the idea that this Assembly was to admit of
a qualified subscription. Tfle matter should
be settled now, and better without a com-
mittee. Mr. McLean, Belleville, held that
Mr. MacDonnell’s position was to be pro-
perly characterized asone of %er lexity, not
of antagonism to the received doctrines of
the church. Mr Wardrope despaired of
this matter being settled by an open vote.
It required the intervention of a Committee.
The position wasa trying one, but how often
had God’s Church been relieved from
similar trials and dangers.

Mr. Inglis did not like the tone of debate
in that it was too metaphysical. There had
been very able and acute spee. hes, but this
was not 2 body of philosophere, but of plain
men, and the plain man’s creed was not long.
He would like to bave had that speech of Dr.
McEnight’s boiled down, and that tbat of
Dr. Cook’s had been unspoken. He would

refer this matter to next Aseembly. Mr.
McGillivray urged the acceptance of tha

proposal. Mr. Matheson, Ulinton, desired
to maintain in its integrity the doctrine of
the Church tan?xt in §criptm'e. He could
not comprehend the momentous guestion of
eternal punishment, but he felt himself
called upon to belicve the declarations of
Christ in regard to it simpliciter.

Myr. Gordon, Ottawa, could not justify a
preacher of the Gospel golng before his
people, and proclaiming hisdonbts and per-
plexities to them from the pulpit. The

reacher in this instance had himself ac-
tnowledged that to be a wrong course and
expressed regret for having done it. But
neither did he think that a man should be
unchurched for entertaining doubts in his
own mind. He thought a large proportion
of the blame for publication of this unhappy
sermon should rest on the public press.
Mr. McMillan, Mount Forest, supported
Dr. MacVicar’s motion.

Professor Campbell, Montreal, also ad-
hered to Dr. MacViear’s amendment, and
explained his position very clearly. He
addreesed himself to the processes of reason-
ing by which Mr. Macdonnell must have
been led to his present conclusion. His
difficulty must have been either an intel-
lectual, or an emotional, or an exegetical
one. e thought it was of the last named
character, and, further, that his was nota
state of exegetical equilibrium, but that the
evidence in his mind preponderated in
favour of the orthodox views.

EvVENING SEDERUNT.
FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

The whole evening was devoted to the
reading and courideration of the Report on
Frencli Evangelization, and the house was
again filled, floor and galleries. Dr. Mac-
Vicar, the Convener, read the report. It
was a remarkable document, and lost
nothing from the effective manner in which
the learned principal rolled out its sen-
tences, and the precision with which its
salient points were emphasized.

The Board entered npon its duties at the
commencement of the year amid unwonted
difficulties, and with a debt of $3.000. It
looked as though the work must collapse on
account of its financial difficulties, but that
disaster had been averted, in the first place
bry faith on the part of those who were at
the helm, and, ultimately and completely,
by the wonderful liberality of the Ministers
and Congregations of the Church. Twenty-
gix Missionaries were employed hj the
Bosrd. At Stellarton, N. g., 125 French
people had abjured Romanism : at Islet
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Brook, N. B., 15 heads of families had done
the same ; at Point Levi, Que., 40 persons
had been converted. At Ottawa, a I'rench
Congregation had been establigshed number-
ing ?20, with 29 communicants. In Mon-
treal, by the blessing of God on Mr. Chini-
quy’s labowrs, no less than 2043 persons
had come out from the Romish Church,
and 220 others had been converted throu%h
the same instrumentality elsewhere. The
Board had purchased Russell Hall at a cost
of $20,000. That church was now filled to
overflowing. There was not room enough to
take the convertsin, and arrangements were
20w in progress for the erection of & second
church” which would be completed in
August. One hundred of these converts
had been received into the church as com-
municants. A benevolent society had been
-established which had given relief twice a
week during the winter to 2000 poor French
people. There had been bitter persecution
directed against converts, missionaries and
directors of this worlk, but in the midst of
these persecutions they had been sustained
by the power and favour of the Lord. The
receipts for the year were $19,504. The
balance in hand was $3,436. The contri-
butions for the relief of the poor had been
$22,000.

Dr. MacVicar, in speaking to the report,
expressed profound gratitude to Ged for the
success of this work, in a year marked by a
financial crisis. The Roman Catholic
Church was now aware thoroughly that the
people of Lower Canada were s?‘r:})ing from
their grasp. Presbyterianism had arisen in
its might and demanded the total disestab-
lishment of the Church of Rome in Lower
Canada. Hewasglad tosay that the Agents
of the French Mission were just the right
men for the work. IFather Chiriquy alone
had taken out of the Church of Rome more
converts in a year, than twenty ordinary
men could have done in ten years. Hehad
proved himself a veritable warrior in the
oause of Christ, and was doing & great work.

Mr. Muir, Huntingdom, moved the adop-
tion of the report,seconded byMr. McTavish.
Both these gentlemen made able speeches,
and the motion was carried by acclamation.

The Moderator, departing from the usual
custom of the House, tendered the speocial
thanks of the Assembiy to Dr. MacVicar,
and expressed his own senae of the import-
ance of the work and the value of the com-
mittee’s labours. .

Mr. Ourier, formerly a priest ef the
Rowish Church, and one of Mr. Ohiniquy’s
Converts, then addressed the Assembly in
French. He had Yoined the P -esbyterian
Churoh because he admired its principles
:and system of government. He zeked she

Assembly to thank God with him that he
had found the true light, and that, by faith
in Christ, he now stood upon a living rock.
Prof. Campbell interpreted the spceker’s
remarks as he went on.

Father Chiniquy also spoke at some
length of his labours, which ¢ by the grace
of God, had been attended by almost in-
credible success.” He recited the dangers
and difficulties he had contended with ; the
manifested desire of his fellow-countrymen
to accept the gospel of Christ; the tyranny
of the diguitaries of the Romish Church,
and the remorselessness of its laws. He
reminded the Assembly that they wmust
destroy Rome, or she would destroy them.
The only weapom he advocated was the
Word of God.

Bieara Dav.—Thursday.

While these great themes were being dis-
cussed, a few minutes were now and then
snatched from the order of proceedings for
the consideration of several minor matters.
Inter alia, it was agreed that the

NEXT PLACE OF THE MEETING

of the General Assembly should be in St.
Matthew’s Church, Halifax, on the second
Wednesday in June.

LEeave To RETIRE.

On motion of Dr. Snodgrass, seconded by
Dr. Taylor,leave was granted to retire from
the active duties of the ministry to Dr.
Cook, Quebec, Mr. Livingston, Simcoe,
and Mr. Fraser, Thorold. The mover and
seconder testified warmly to the valuable
services rendered to the Canadian Church
during the forty years of his ministry by
the venerable ex-maoderator of this church,
Dr. Cook, who had been like 2 beacon-light
on the East Coast for many years.

Tae MicponserL CASE.

The debate was resumed by Dr. Bain,
Perth, who said it appeared to him z mys-
tery in the order of Gog’s Previdence, thatat
this particular time such & cloud had arisen,
seemingly calculated to mar the harmony
of the church. He hoped that good would
yet come of it. One thing was clear. This
Assembly was determined to vindicate the
standards of the church. He felt that Mr.
Macdonnell had transgressed; but he also
felt that the Asseinbly would deal with him
in forbearance and love, 8o as to preserve
to each member the liberty of free enquiry
according to the Word of God.

Mr. Scott, N. Bruce, feit that Mr. Mac-
donnell’s Jast staternent could not be ac-
cepted and the truth preserved.
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Explanations here ensued between Mr.
Macdonnell and Mr. Scott, when Mr. Hall,
Nissouri, tabled another amendment, which
urged turther prayerful consideration of the
matter on Mr, Macdonnell, and  instrucis
him to report, to the next meeting of As-
sembly, his position in reference to the
question.” This was seconded by Dr. Pat-
terson, N. S.

My. Straith, Paisley, seconded by Dr.
Fruser, Saugeen, moved in the same direc-
tion, substituting the Zope that, ¢ he may be
able to report himself next year as in full
accord with the doctrine of the church.”

The moderator here interposed that he
thought that it was wasting the time of the
assembly to bring forward resolutions which
were almost identical. The point to be kept
in view was,—*“ What was to be done with
Mr. Macdonnell?”

Dr. Macnish would like to see this dis-
cussion divested of so much logic and
abstract reasoning, and that the assembly
should remember they were dealing with a
human being like themselves. Unless they
could prevent the mind from thinking, and
the heart from hoping, they could not
destroy the springs which moved the
secret consciences of men. The head
and front of Mr. Macdonnell’s offending was
in not keeping his doubts to himself.” He
would scorn to have recourse to the argu-
mentum ad misericordiam.

Mr. Watsoun, Huntingdov, rose amid loud
cries of ¢ vote” to move the fifteenth and
last amendment—substantially, ¢ that the
matter be now dropped, and that Mr. Mac-
donnell be only cantioned by the General
Assembly against unnecessarily disturbing
the peace of the church.”

AFTERXQON SEDERUNT.

«Not yet, Mr. Moderator ! > spoke up a
stalwart Nova Scotian, whose sonorous
voice now for the first time fairly rung
through the house, and who, shaking his
tawny beard, as the liun, roused from his
lair, shakes his main, ere he goes forth to
seek his prey, took liis atand upon the dais,
with the air of a gladiator prepared for
mortal combat. This was Mr. George M.
Grant, who had that morning returned
from Edinburgh, whither he had been com-
missioned by the Assembly to go, as the
Ambassador of the Presbyterian Church in
. Canada to the Supreme Court of the parent
churches on the other side of the sea.

After a few remarks from Elder Brown of
Yorkville, who said that he hoped this
church would never be % broad” enough to
endorze any statement throwing donbt upon
the word of God, Mr. Grant came forward
and entered upon a resumé of the whole

case in its various sspects. They all knew,
he said, that & mere vote on any of these
fifteen resolutions, was not going to settle
the question by any means. What was
want. d was to settle the minds of the public,
and nothing but an almost unanimous vote
of the Assembly would do that. The con-
demnation that had been pronouncad against
their brother, had, he thought, been too
sweeping and general. They had no evi-
dence that Mr. Macdonnell habitually
preached his doubte. This was the first
mstance of which they had heard. He
could conceive cases in which a minister
was juatified in taking his people into his
confidence, and telling them what doubts
troubled him; nowadays, congregations
were not so far behind their ministers in
point of inteflect and education. The ques-
tion before them involved two of the fund-
amental principles of the christian church.
The first affected the mental and spiritual
liberty of the individualj the second was
whether divergence on any point i8 (o be
tolerated. Was the assembly to adopt the

rinciples of Rome? Do we understand Mr.
Klacdom:e]l’s exact position? Ask him if
he believes in thedoctrine of eternal punish-
ment as expressed by Christ. e says
“yes.” Ask him again if he accepts all
that Christ meant by these words, He
would answer; “yes I do.” < Are you
absolutely sure of what Christ meant?”
¢ Not quite ”—he would say—* but, what-
ever he meant, I loyally subscribe to.”
That attitude of mind, it seemed to the
speaker, did not spring from rationalism,
but from reverence, and, because of his re-
verence for the Word of God, he had hesi-
tation. They ought not to ensnare him
into doing or saymng anything against his
conscience. Did the liberty to entertain &
doubt imply a qualified subscription to the
confession of faith? Then there was pot
one of our ministers who did not give a mo-
dified subscription. lSven Dr. Candlish had
said distinctly that while he accepted the
seripture stalement on the six days creation
of this earth, he could not accept the inter-

retation of the confession that six literal
gays was meant. How many of us do that?
He cordially supported Dr. Ure’s motion
for these reasons, among many others, be-
cause it did not put Macdonuell in a corner
to be interrogated by any committee, and it
did not limit him to time in coming to a
conclusion. The Lord of Light alone could
rid their brother of his doubts, ana it was
not safe to prescribe a time to the Lord. If
they left hun free, he believed the Lord
would lead him.

¢ Not yet, Mr. Mode: ator I” said another,
who now, in turn, became the observed of
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all beholders—of prepossessing appearance,
with the bloom ot nd-day manhood in his
checks, fresh as though he had been borne
hither from the Emerald Isle on the wings
of this morning. He, too, ha been mark-
edly silent during this long debate. Wait-
ing, was it for the last word, or, until he
should find a foeman worthy of his steel ?
Now, at all events, he stepped upon the plat-
form to cross swords with the redoubtable
combatant who had just sat down, and to
vindicate his position as a debater of acknow-
ledged ability.

Mr. Robb regretted that Mr. Grant seemed
to overlook the gravity of the question under
discursion, and the fuct that the enemies of
true religion were in these days making
their strongest effortato weaken the Church
by endeavouring tospread abroad this very
error, that the punishment of the wicked
w.s only tu be everlasting in the sense that
it might be annihilation, or at any rate not
of absolutely endless duration. The Church
of Christ had held to the doctrine of eternal
punishment through all the ages, in which
1t was true to the Word of the living God
Atthe present time, the Evangelical Alliance
regarded this doctrine as wo 1mportant that
it had placed it among the seven principles
upon which that union had been founded.
T'hey must regard every assaultmade upon
truth as cvil in itself, evil in its intention,
and, 8o far as man can accomplish it, evil
in its results. He did not say that Mr.
MacDonnell had been dishonest in making
any of the statements which he had made
before the Presbytery or this Assembly.
On the contrary he felt himself warranted
in taking the stand he had taken by the
supposition that Mr. MacDonnell’s later
statements were honestly consistent with
his previous statements, and with the
doctrine in the sermom which he h d
preached. He protested against the idea that
the pulpit was the proper place for a man
to z1ve expression tu the troubles by which
his owa soul might be afflicted. There
was a place for “ speculation,” but the
pulpit was not the place. Paul was a

hilosopher, but he protested that his
Euty wuas not to deal in_ philosophical

uestions, but in those which bore on
the glory of God and the sanctification
of men. The requirements demanded by
the church of her ministers were two :—
(1) They must hoid positively the
doctrines of the Church, as formulated
in theConfession of Naith. Mr. Macdonnell
did not poussess that qualification. (2) Thev
must be prepared to teach, maintain, and
defend them. Mr. Macdonnell was not in a
position to do so. It had been asserted
that his brother believed the words of

Christ, on the subjectof future punishment,
but Mr. Macdonuell did not know what the
n.eaning of Christ’s words was, while the
Church and the Coufession were certain.
As a Minister of the church, under subscrip-
tion, ke ought to bs certain on that point.
There were three and only three positions
possible in regard to a truth of whichevi-
dence was given,—it was proved, it was not
proved, or it was disprov.d. It required a
strong mind to withstaid evidence that was
““almost irresistible.” A man must either
believe a truth, or assume an attitude of
unbelief. The Presbytery said *if your
attitude is that of disbelief, clearly ‘that
cannot be allowed, and, ifit be of non-belief,
you can neither hold nor preach the doe-
trine.” When that was put to Mr. Mac-
donnell, was it not dealing fairly with him?
It had been said that Mr. Macdonnell’s
divergence from the standards was shadowy,
if not trifling. He trusted the Assemb{y
would not be driven into accepting a vague
opinion on a matter affecting a fundamental
doctrine of the church, upon which it must
stand or fall. He combatted the relevancy
of the precedents mentioned by Mr. Grant.
Whatever ditliculties he himself might
have in regard to the theories of creation,
they did not effect the Confession of Faith,
but the truthfulness of God’s Word. He
read in the fourth commandment, < For
in six days God created the heavens and
the earth.” Mr. Robb concluded by sup-
porting the amendment of Dr. MacVicar.

THE EVENING SEDERUNT.

THE DEBATE RESUMED.

The consideration of the Report on
Foreign Missions was the order of the day
for this Sederunt. The speakers were seated
on the platform, ready to pour forth their
eluquence before an audience the largest
that had yet assembled within these walls.
But, on wotion to that effect, the rule was
suspended, and the discussion, now
evidently drawing to its close, was resumed
by Mr. I{obb, who had the floor at the hour
of adjournment.

Mr. J. F. Campbell, N.S,, roge to address
a house very impatient for the final < vote.”
He succeeded, however, in delivering a
forcible speech. He claimed that some
allowance should be made for Ministers
who threw their whole souls into their
work. Such men, if they were sometimes
liable to commit great mistalkes, as he be-
lieved bad been done in this case, were also
more likely to do good to the souls of men,
than others, of whom it might too often be
said, that they were silent in the presence
of sin and crime, or who, if they did speak,
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were woetully unfaithful in their dealings
with dead aculs.

Mr. Macdonnell then came forward and
spoke at considerable length. After re-
ferring to the remarks that had fallen from
a number of speakers he proceeded to trace
the historical outlines of his mental attitude
in reference to the doctrine in question, in
a remarkable clear speech lasting over an
hour. The following synopsis, taken from
the Toronto Telegram, may suffice to in-
dicate the line of thought pervading the
apeech.

¢ He said the question with him had not
been about submitting to the truth of God,
but it had been and still was, “What is pre-
cisely the truth of God on this matter 2’ His
diffieulty in coming to a conclusion on the
momentous guestion of the future punish-
ment of the wicked did not rest merely on
the solitary Greek word aionios, but on a
comparison of certain passages with the
character of God as revealed in Scripture.
When he went to the Confession of Faith
for an interpretation of these passages he
found none, for the words in the Confession
were the words ot Seripture, and that ac-
counted for his expression, ‘¢ expressed, as
it almost entirely is, in the language of
Scripture.” He was not responsible for
the expression, ¢ Throw away the Confes-
sion.” He was not responsible for advice
to shorten it, although he was sure it would
be shortened, but not this vear. With re-
gard to the question of the absolute, uncon-
conditional endlessness of future punish-
ment, he thought there were three attitudes
of mind—first, I believe:” second, I
deny :” third, “1 doubt.” The third posi-
tion was his, and if they asked him what
was the amount of his doubts, he simply
could not say. The ditference between
himself and many other members of the
Assembly who had doubts was, that he had

iven public utterance to his, while others
had not, and that was the only renson why
he had been put on a ditferent footing from
them. He wanted with all his heart to
preah the Gosiel of Christ. He did want to
preach the truth,the full truth, and that in
connection with the Preshyterian Church
in Canada. He bowed with absolute, im-
licit submission to the Word of God, and
if that Word said to him in unmistakeable
terms that the wicked who reject Christ in
this life will go into hopeless and endless
migery, then he bowed to that truth, and
would say. ¢ Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do right ?”

Tae Vors.

The supreme moment had now come
The Assembly was ready for the vote. The

bady of the House was cleared of strangers.
The galleries, full before, were more dengely

acked. 8ix of the amendments were with-

rawn., There remained nine to be voted
on. Beginning with the last, each was put
against its predecessor. As the clock
struck twelve, midnight, Principal Mac-
Vicar’'s amendment was declared to be
carried over the main motion, yeas 263,
nays 110, and the Moderator declared it to
the judgment of the Assembly. It is as
follows :—

¢ Suatain the reference for judgment;
find that in the statements made before this
Assenmbly, Mr. Macdomnell has declared
that he does not hold the doctrine of ever-
lasting punishmnent in the sense held by
this Church and formulated in the Confes-
sion of Faith; nevertheless, that he has
adopted no doctrinal views contrary to the
Confession of Faith ; therefore resolved, 1st,
that the above twofold statement is not
satisfactory to this Assembly; 2nd, that a
Committee be appointed to confer with Mr.
Macdonnell, in the hope that they may be
able to bring in & report as to Mr. Macdon-
nell’s views, which may be satisfactory to
this Asscmbly.”

AFTER THE STORM.

We have purposely abstained from record-
ing the appluuse which followed the state-
ments of parties on cither side. I'bat such
there was, however, is true. Such a debate
as this could not possibly be carried on
without such popular demonstration of
feeling. Now it was soft like the sound of
the mufiled drum, again, it was more pro-
nounced. It rose occasionally to a storm.
In one instance at least, the observant
reporters characterized it as ¢ tremendous.”
But the announcement of the final vote was
received with solemn silence, a silence
almost approaching to embarrassement,
and that remained unbroken until the
tremulous voice of the subject of this pro-
longed debate broke the stiliness.

r. Macdonnell, advancing to the plat-
form, expreesed his submission to the deci-
sion of the Assembly, and requested that
this whole matter be remitted to the Pres-
{3{)telry of Toronto, to procede regularly by
ibel.

It is needless to add that the request was
ruled out of order. Principal Snodgrass
and ninety-five others entered their dissent
from the finding of the Assembly, and this
gession was closed with the benediction.

Nixte Dav.—Friday.
StarisTIOs,
Mr. Torrance, of Guelph, the Convener,
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presented the Report, & voluminous docu-
ment, which was put into the hands of
members in printed form, and gave evidence
of the abundant labours of its compiler.
Uwing to the negligence of many congrega-
tions it was necessarily very incomplete.
It took cognizance, however, of 51,5013
familics, 0F83,¢134 communicants, and of
74,989 young people in the gabbath schools
and Bible clnsses of the church. It Snen-
tioned the building of thirty-five churches
and twenty-six manses during the past year.
It also recorded that 11,24fnmnbers had
been received into the comtunion of the
church. The contributions, for all pur-
poses, of the congregations who had made
returns to the committee, was close upon
oune miilion of dollars.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CRHURCH.

The report of the committee which met
in Montreal, in September last, was next
taken into consideration, and eflect given to
certain of its recommendations. T'he more
important features of the report, such as
that referring to the polity ot the church,
were reserved for future action.

COLLEGES.

The following statements were made in
reference to the equipment of the Theolo-
gical Halls. Knox College, Toronto, has
two professors, one lecturer, two tutors, and
a lecturer on elocution. Its estimated an-
nual expenditure is $11,000. Queen’s Col-
lege at Kingston has two Theological pro-
fessors. It requires $2,000 aunnually, in
addition to its endowments, to meet its an-
nual expenditure. The I’resbyterian Col-
lege, Montieal, has two professors, one
lecturer, one tutor, and a lecturer on elocu-
tion. The estimated aunual expenditure is
$8,000, of which $6,500 requires to be raised
by collections from the churches. Morin
College, Quebec, asks no aid at present from
the church. The Theological Hail, Halifax,
has three professors. The salary of oue of
them is guaranteed, for a time, by the
Church of Scutland. The amount required
to be raised by collection is $5,000.

EveNING SEDERUNT,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

There was a fair audience, though by no
meuns 80 large as on the previous evenings,
to listen to the reports of the conveners of
the Foreign Mission Committees of the
Eastern and Western divisions respectively.
The great length to which these reports
extended was manifestly digproportioned to
the time at the disposal of the House for

their proper consideration; a fuct, which,
taken in connection with their intrinsie
importance, is suggestive of a remedy for
the future, either in the direction of conden-
salion, or in securing more time for their
digcussion.

Mr. Gordon, Ottawa, moved the adoption
of the reports, seconded by Dr. Murray, of
Prince lidward Island. It was a grand
thing to find that this young church was
determined to Le a missionary church, not
only by endeavouring to overtake the
spiritual wants of its own people, in remotest
parts of this vast Dominion, but in its de-
sire to extend its influence to the dark
masses of heathenism in foreign ¢ mintries.
The reports spoke of efforts that had been
attended with the blessing of God in India,.
and China, aud the Isles of the Sea, in ad-
dition to work among the Aborigines in the
great North-western territory of cur own
conti ent. The weetern wing of the Church.
had given $14811 for foreign Slissions during.
lust year, and the eastern section, no less
than $13,593. We have already a consider-
able stafl ot ordained missionaries, and as-
sistants male and female, including a num-
ber ot native teachers .nd catechists, Others
had responded to the call of the commitiee
for more lat ourers. Some of them were
here to-night ready to say to the Assembly,
—<«Here am I: send me!” Surely the
Church should thank God for such twkens
of his favour and Go rorwawp.

Mr. Grant, one of our missionaries from
Trinida4, addresgsed the Assembly on the
nature and progress of the work in that
Island, where three other ordained mission-
aries of our Church were associated with
him in proclaiming the gospel of sulvation
to 100,000 Coolies. Already they had 500
under instruction, of whom 100 had learned
to read the Bible. Th. y taught the children
in Iinglish, and many of them were familiar
with our popular hymns. In his owa
Sab ath school he had fifteen Hindoo
children who could repeat the shorter cate-
hism from end to ¢nd without & mistake.

Mr Sommerville, from Glasgow, gave a
- elightful account of his own. visit to India
the winter betore last, and of the,way in
which he endeavoured—in some instances

mostsuc essfully—to bring the ;i\eol.le under

the influence of Christianity. The popula-
tion of British India was now about 240,000,-
00p of whom about 240,000 were Europeans.
Supposing that every individual Buropean
in India was an earnest missionary, it would
only amount to this, that we should have
the quarter of a European missicnary for
every million of the heathen |

But instead of that Being the case, it un-
fortunately happened that th¢ Huropeans-
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in India were very far from being livin
epistles from which the heathen might rea
and know the grace of the Lord Jesus. The

odless life of its professors was precisely
the greatest obstacﬁe to the growth of Chris-
tianity in India. But, in spite of that, the
day for preaching the Goepel in India was
not only coming, it had come. What wzas
now wanted was men of the rightstamp, not
only men whose hearts were in the work, but
¢ graphic men,” men of power, men of com-
manding intellect. He believed from what
he had seen since coming to Toronto that
this United Church in Canada was a new
power that had arisen in the earth, destined
¢o eclipse the greatest efforts which all the
churches of the old world put together had
a8 yet put forth.

Mr. %ouglas, of Cobourg, came forward
40 the platform and in a few earnest words,
modestly but effectively spoken,offered him-
gelf to the Assembly as a missionaryto India.
The idea was not & new one with him. Dur-
ing the nine years of his ministry this
thought had ever been uppermost in his
mind. Hehadbeen waitingand watching for
some clear indication that his own heart’s
desire was inagcordance with the will of God
in this matter. Now he felt that he had re-
ceived a call to this field of labour, and he

laced himself at the disposal of the Assem-
gly. Mr. J. Fraser Campbell, who had
made a similar offer to the church a yearago,
stated that in his case the amancements had
all been completed. In a very short time he
would proceed to his destination, it might be
at Madras, or it might be at Indore, and he
was there to-night to say farewell to his
brethren, and to entreat that their prayers
and sympathies should follow him whither
he was going.

This terminated one of the most interest-
ing and instructive sessions of the General
Assembly.

TenTH DAY.—Suturday.
* WOMEN’S RIGHTS.

1t is curious to notice how debates rome-
times agjse in a most unexpected manner,
from sMhll beginnings, and the readiness
with which members spring to their feet on
the slightest deviation being proposed from
their preconceived ideas of propriety. An
instance of this wag afforded in connection
with the report of the Committee on the
Standing committees of the Church which
was presented by Dr. Cochrane.

The name of Miss Machar of Kingston,
wes read as the Secretary-Treasurer of the
Juvenile Mission to India; whereupon Mr.
Laing, Dundas, objected stoutly to the
name of any lady appearing in the As-

sembly Records. He maintained it would
be establishing a precedent wholly unwar-
ranted by scripture, and the practice of the
Church. It was not to be tolerated.

Mr. Wilson, Kingston, held that Miss
Machar was not a member of this Court,
and that on this ground it was ullra vires
to make the appointment. The Rev. gen-
tleman was reminded that a few gminutes
previously, at his own suggestion, the name
of a male member of his own congregation,
who was not s member of the gesembly,
had been added to a standing committee
without being questioned. He acknow-
ledged the corn.

Professor MacKerras here made = bee line
for the Moderator’s desk. ¢ Rax me the
Bible, Moderator.”> While turning over its
leaves, Mr. Blair, an elderly Minister from
the West, came to the rescue with the Bible
at his finger ends, and demolished the op-
posite statement with copious extracts in
favour of the appointment. By whom did
St. Paul send his epistle to the Romansg?
Wasit by Titus, or any man? No, it was by
o.lady. Paul commended to the early church
Pheebe,a servantof the church at Cenchrea.
Ladies ministered unto our Lord fre-
quently ; among others, Johanna, the wife
of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susannah,
whose names are recorded by St. Luke.
Let us beware that we do not despise our
Pheebes and Susannahs. Tryphena and
Tryphosa ¢ laboured in the Lord.”” Women
were found last at the cross and first at the
grave. '

Dr. Bell and Mr. Gordon, Ottaws, stood
\1;9 for the ladivs. Had the Assembly not
already appointed female missionaries, and
were their reports not before us? Last
night the Assembly had distinctly approved
of the formation of Ladies’ Associations.
Mr. Grant, desired the Assembly to votice
that they were as yet without a book of
forms and that by this action it was pro-
posed to aholish a constitutional practice
of one of the uniting churches. If they
abolished this Secretary-Treasurership they
abolished the Juvenile Mission Scheme
altogether. Mr. Laing consented to with-
draw his opposition, provided it was not
regarded as a precedent. Dr. Snodgrass
refused to admit that it was not legitimate
for the Assembly at any time to appoint to
its offices whomsoever it thought fitted for
any positien, male or female, members of
Assembly or otherwise. The nomination
was sustained by acclamation.

Tre RECORD.

Principal MacVicar presented the report
of the committee on the REcorp. It shewed
that *he present circulation was 35,490 per
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month, and that its financial position was
satisfactory.

Erevexra Day.—Monday.

The greater part of this day wasoccupied
in considering the report of the commuttee
on the organization of the church, and
chiefly that portion of it which dealt with
Home Missions. A number of regulations
were agreed to in this connection.

Tue MacpoNNELL CASE.

The Cemmittee appointed to confer with
Mr. Macdonnell presented the following

REPORT.

The Committee beg leave to report to the General
Assembly that Mr. Macdonnell met with thew, and
stated that whilo he was desirous to meet the wishes
of the Assembly in regard to conferenco with the
Comumitteo, he respectfully referred them to the
statement made on ‘Thursday evouing before the
Assembly, as clearly defining his position, and_that
tho report of that statcmont which was published
in the Mail of the 16th inst. is substantially ecrrect.

After mature deliberation, the Committee agroed
to lay before the Assombly the following minute for
the ndgsthn of the Court :—

Congidering (1) that this General Assembly has
alroadg deolared that the statement of his views
made by Mr. Macdonnell before it are not satisfac-
tory ; (2) that on meeting with the Committee ap-
pointed bg the Assembly to confer with him, he
significd that ho has at present no further statement
to make by which his position towards the doctrine
in question might be modified ; (3) that the ductrine
of the cternity or endless duration of the future
punishment of the wicked, as taught in the Confes-
sion of Faith, is a doctrine of Scripture which every
minister of this Church must hold and teach, the
General Assembly focls under obligation to conti-
nue its care in this matter.

_But inasmuch ag Mr. Macdonnell has expressed
his regret for having preached the sermon which
gave occasion_to these proceedings, has intimated
that his mind is at present in an undecided state as
regards the doctrine in question, and has engaged
while seeking further light not to contravene the
traditions of the Church, the Assembhly, in the hope
that Mr. Macdonnell may find hig views in accord
with the standards on the subjeot in question, Re-
solve that further time be given him carefully to
consider the matter ; and that he be required to re-
port through his Presbytery in the next General
Assembly whether ho accept the teaching of the
Churoh on the subject. A

The ASsembly would commend their brother to
the guidance of the Spirit of Truth, praying that,
with the Divine blessing, upon further study of the
‘Word of God all difficultics as to_the Scriptural ovi-
dence_of the momentous dootrine inocurred may
speedily coaso to porplex his mind.

Mr. Wilson, Kingston, moved the adop-
tion of the Report.

¢ Behold how great a fire a little matter
kindleth!” Had the motion been pressed to
a vote, the case might have been definitely
settled. But, one of those nice questions, of
ecclesiastical procedure cropped up which
virtually re-opened the whole question in-
volving further discussion of which it was
impossible to forecast the consequences. A
<< point of order” was raised by Mr. Sedg-
wick. Had not the Committee travelled

beyond their instructions? They had been
instructed ¢ to confer with Mr, Macdonnell,
and ascertain whether his views were satis-
factory in regard to thedoctrine in question.,
Was it competent for them to frame a deli-
verance for the adoption of the Assembly?
The moderator thought he must leave it to
the Assembly to determine whether the
Committee had exceeded their powers.

Dr. Snodgrass contended that the report
before them embodied matters which had
not been remitted to the Committee. Mr.
Robb admitted that this was so. Dr. Mac-
Vicar suggested that the report he in the
meantime received, and that when its clauses
were considered it would be competent for
the Assembly to reject or amend any prt
of it.

Mr. Grant said the deliverance submitted
was to himself bitterly disappointing. While
he had no objections to receiving the report,
yet, as the Committee had transcended its
powers, a little time must be allowed them
to look at the deliverance, for it was &
marvellous one.” Dr. Caven explained that
while the Committee had exceeded their
instructions, they had done ¢o from the
best of motives, and under the impression
that they were acting in accordance with
what had fallen from the moderator when
the Committee had been named.

After further discussion it was agreed to
postpone consideration of the Report until
the next day, and that in the meantime it
ghould be printed and put into the hands of
members.

EvVENING SEDERUNT.
JuveNiLE MissioN 10 INDIa.

Mr. Macdonnell, on behalf of Miss Ma-
char, read the report. This scheme
been in operation for nearly a quarter of &
century, with yearly increasing usefulness.
One Zenana school, near Calcutta, was
entirely supported by the Sabbath School
children of Montreal. Other Schools were
in operatlon in India, towards the support
of which about forty Sabbath Schools,
besides a few individuals, were contributing.
The total receipts for the year, were $1,165
the balance on hand, $13g. It was stated
that this had been the only Foreign Mission
enterprize carried on by the late Synod of
the Church of Scotland, and that its success
was mainly to be attributed to Miss Ma-
char’s diligence and enthusiasm.

LomerMEN’S Mission.

Mr. Gordon, Convener, explained the
nature and object of the Mission which was
for the benefit of the large number of men
employed in lur:becing regions in the val-
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ley of the Ottawa. These had been visited
in their back-wood’s shanties, by Ministers
and Missionaries, and a considerable smount
of religious literature had been circulated
among them. They hdd shewn their ap-
preciation of tlese services by contributing
of their earnings for the support of the Mis-
sion. Dr. Caven moved the adoption of
the report, seconded by Mr. Sedgwick. The
Convener was thanked for his labours, and
the work commended to the interest of the
whole church.

SaspatH SonocLs.

Dr. Reid submitted the report of the Com-
mittee on Sabbath Schools which recom-
mended that the Assembly encourage the
formation of Missionary Associations in
connection with the schools, and that the
moderator should send a pastoral letter to
the churches on the subject.

DELEGATES TO AND FROM OTHER CHURCHES.

Mr. Cargin appeared on behalf of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and as-
sured the Presbyvterian Church in Canada
of the kindly feeling entertained towards it
by the church he represented. He explained
the difficulties which the church in Ireland
had, at various_periods in its history, to
contend with. He described, eloquently,
the recent religious revivals in Ireland and
the fnipetus that had béen given to all their
missionary and benevolent purposes. He
claimed for his church that 1t always had
been, and now was, the champion of evan-

elical truth in that country, and he hoped
that the church in Canada might strive
egiially among the nations of the earth in
detivity for the promotion of the truth.

Mr. Grant read a satisfactory account of
his mission to the Supreme Courts of the
churches in Scotland. ~ He referred to the
disposition manifested by the Church of
Scotland as well as by the Free Church to
give, most heartily, material as well as moral
supgort to the church in Cansda. Ap-
pended to his report was that of the Colo-
pial Committee of the Church of Scotland,
in which would be found fully set forth the
attitude of the parent church in relation to
the union of the churches in Canada. The
Report of the delegation to the Presbyterian
Churches in the United States was read by
Mr. Laing, snd commented upon by Mr.
Croil. Principal Snodgrass presented the
report of the committre in reference to the
Presbvterian Couxcil, held in London last
year, and proposed the names of a number
of members as represeniatives to attend the
next meeting of the Council.

TweLrrE Day.—Tuesday.
THE MAODONNELL cASE.

It is a Jong road that has no turning!
When the Assembly met this morning it
was evidently with the determinatienr that
this matter should speedily come {0 a final
issue. The argument had been literally
exhausted. Everything had been said
that was necessary to give expression of
opinion from both sides of the House
upon all the main points involved. The
Doctrine of the eternity of future punishment
had been affirmed and re-afirmed. Subscrip-
tion to the Confession of Faith had- been
argued from different standpoints and there
was a fair amount of agreement on that. The
difterence betwixt being perplexed with
doubts and holding heretical opinions had
been admitted. The preaching and publish-
ing of doubts had been very cenerally if not
unanimously condemned, " The only ques-
tion that remained was, how the Assembly
should deal with a brother, who was almost,
but mot altogether, free from doubts as to
the teaching of Scripture in relation to the
doctrine of the eternity of future punigh-
ment.

The Assembly resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole, and after voting dowa a
pr?osal to sit with closed doors, proceeded
to discuss the matter in conference. At the
close of the afternoon sederunt the house
tose and. reported progress. By this time
five or six new motions or amendments had
been tabled.

Evenme SEDERUNT.

There was now no_doubt but that Dr.
%p’Vi‘c‘alj’is motion contained in the réport of
the Committee presented yesterday, was
likely to become the judgment of the
house, and the argument now ncrrowed
itself down to whether the time to be given
to Mr. Macdonnell for coming to a definite
conclubion on the matter should be limited
or otherwise. On the vote being taken the
motion requiring Mr. Macdonnell to_report
through his Presbytery, to the next General
Assenzhﬂy, was finally carried, yeas 127, nays
64. Agaivst this finding 52 members en-
tered their dissent. Mr, Macdonnell ex-
pressed his regret that the Assembly had
not aranted his request made the other
night, ¢ that the Presbytery of Toronto be
instructed to proceed regularly by libel.”
This proved the signal for an cxtraordinary
demonstration from the galleries, which,
however, subsided, as the clerk with sten-
torian Jungs reminded the Moderator that
the hour of adjournment kad arrived.
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THIRTEENTH DAY.— Wednesduy.

Houe Missions.

Mr. 6ampbell, Montreal, read the report
of the Committee, which was diecussed
clause by clause. A request from Mr.
Jamieson, of British Columbia, to be per-
mitted to unite his congregation in the
meantime with the Presbytery recentlf'
crected there in connection with the Church
of Scotland, was, after some conversation
on the subject, agreed to. A discussion
then ensued as to the best means of lictuid-
ating the debt of some $9,000 that had been
incurred by the Committee. Mr. Hall
moved that & special collection be taken up
for this purpose. Dr. Proudfuot, on the
other hand, moved that the Treasurer of the
Western Section be authorized to borrow a
sum sufficient to meet pressing engage-
ments. The latter motion prevailed, with
the understanding that Presbyteries call the
attention of congregations who had not con-
tributed to this” fund to the necessities of
the case, and that measures be taken to in-
troduce a uniform and thorough system of
collection for Home Missions throughout
the church. The Eastern Section of the
church, that is, the Maritime Provinces,
were understood to have had less difficalty
than the Western Section in regard to
funds. The subject of appointing a special
Agent for the Management of this work
was deferred and Dr. Cochrane was re-
appointed Convener of the Western Section.
It was further resolved that Presbyteries be
Insiructed to see that Missionary Associa-
tions are formed in every congregation,and
that the following be the stated days for
taking up collections for the:schemes.

French " Evangelization, 3rd Sabbath,

Ju‘lg.
idows’ & Orphans Fund, 3rd Sabbath,
August. .«

Assembly Fund, Last Sabbath, Septem-

er. :

College Fund, Firat Sabbath, December.

Home Missions, Fourth Sabbath, Jany.

Foreign Missions, Third Sabbsath, March.

Mr. Brace suggested that licéntiates
should labour for at least one yearin the
Mission fields before being ordained to a
fixed charge.

Mr. Henderson of Orieff, a delegate from
the Free Church of Scotland, was imtro-
duced at this stage and briefly addressed
the’ Assembly. -

Forerax Missioxs.

This repert was pext dealt with, It was
agreed to sustain the recommendations of
the report in its main features. The ap-

Bo'intment of Mr. J. F. Campbell and Mr.
ouglass as Missionaries to Central India
was confirmed, and attention called to the
fact that the treasuries of both sections of
the church were empty, that $26,000 was
required to carry on the work already un-
dertaken, and that these new appointments
would involve an increased expenditure of
at least $6,00", which would make the
whole amount required for this service
$32,000 for the current year.

CoLLEGES.

This section of the Montreal Committee’s
report was taken up, and there was read in
connection therewith & memorial from the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, prayingthat
the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa be as-
signed to this.College, as the territory from
which it should derive its support. The
memorial was supported by Mr. Scrim{ger
and Mr. Croil. This brought to their feet
nearly all the representatives of the Colleges
then present. On the vote being taken, the
recommendation of the report was sustained
restricting the Western boundary of terri-
tory for the support of Montreal College to
the line of the Brockville and Ottawa Rail-
way. The discussion elicited expressions
of opinion (1) as to the practicability of by
and by reducing the number of Theological
Halls, and (2) of the importance of keeping
in view the ultimate endowment of our
Colleges.

FourTEENTE DAY.— Thursday.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH.

The Assembly resumed consideration_of
the Committee’s report and recommenda-
tions. - The greater part of the day was
agdin taken up iith discussions on_ the
support and management of the Theologi-
cal "Colleges, which will remain much on
the same footing next year as last. It was
agreed to relieve the Home Mission Funid
{rom ihe support of the Manitoba College,
and a commitiee was appointed to take such
steps a8 might seem "best to procure the
hiecessary funds for carrying on that insti-
tution, and*also for defraying the balance
of debt incurred in the purchase of build-
ings.

AGEXCY OF THE UEURCH.

The appointments of Dr. Reid and Dr.
MeGregor as agents tor the Western and
Eastern sections of the church respectively
wero conflrmed.

CONSTITGTION OF THS ASSEMBLY.

The Draft Act vhich had been sent down
to Presbyteries was fuund to have receivéd
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general approval in its main features, by
the lower courts, and it was now adopted
ad interim by the Assembly. This fixes
the representation in the Assembly at one
fourth the number of the ministers and
Elders on the rolls of Presbyteries. It is
understood that Presbyteries may appoint
Elders to sit in the Assembly, whether they
have been elected as representative Elders
by their kirk-sessions or not, and whether
resident within the bounds or otherwise.

ApprEsSS 70 THE QUEEN, &e.

An address to Her Majesty the Queen was
read by Dr. Topp and adopted by the As-
sembly ; also, replies to congratulatory
letters on the Union of the Churches in
Canada from the Colonial Committee of the
Free Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria, and the Synod of the
Church of England in Canada.

FirreENTE DAY.— Friday.

The Assembly met at nine o’clock 4. u.,
and proceeded to take up the business re-
maining on the docket.

CorLeGE REPORTS.

Kxox Correce.—The Board of Manage-
ment reported 42 students in theology ;
being 10 more than the previous year.
There were 17 in the preparatory depart-
ment. Seventy-two students, lodged in the
college, were prosecuting their studies for
the ministry. The ordinary income of the

ear was $8,171; the expenditure $13,931.

he ordinary expense fund carries a debt of
$9,531. The endowment fund amounts to
$6,292; the bursary fund to $3,836. The
amount subscribed to the building fund is
$122,000. Every thing connected with the
college was deemed highly satisfactory, with
the exception of the ordinary fund, the re-
medy for which, it was believed, is te be
sought in, at least, < partial endewment.”

Quzen’s Coirxcx.—The report stated
that the number of students was larger last
iear than during any previous session. 69

ad been registered in Arts and Theology.
Of these 34 profess to have the ministry in
view ; ten being students in divinity. The
treasurer’s statement shewed a defiency of
revenue of $3,330. The Library now con-
taing 11,000 volumes. The report recom-
mended the appointment of an additional
professor in the theological faculty. This
gave rise to some discussion, and on motion
of Professor McLaren, seconded by Dr.

wbb, the report was adopted leaving the
pprintment of an additional professor,
eanwhile, in abeyance.

PresBYTERIAN COoLLEGE, MoXTREAL ~The

report of this college indicated continued
prosperity in respect of the number of
students and equipment. The ordinary re-
venue, however, like that of the other
colleges, was inadequate 10 meet the expen-
diture by the sum i?$3,196, of which $1,153
wag carried from last year. There remains
a debt of $10,410 on the building fund. The
Board recommended that Mr. Scrimger be
re-appointed exegetical lecturer, and that
Mr.” Doudiet be appointed professor of
French sacred literature in place of Mr.
Coussirat, resigned. The report of the
senate shewed that 54 students were in the
cellege preparing for the ministry. The
report was adoptad with the exception that
Mr. Doudiet was appeinted lecturer instead
of professor.

Receerion oF MINISTERS.

The report of the committee on the recep-
tion of ministers from other churches was
adopted, one name being dropped from the
list of applicants. Professor Mackerras
remarked that if so many applications were
annually received, the colleges would be-
come almost unnecessary. Dr, Waters
thought the doer of the church was new wo
wide open, and that stricter requirements
should be laid down for the future in eases
of ministers of other churches seeking ap-
plication.

Frexca EVAKGELIZATION.

‘The committee entrusted with the consi-
deration of the report on this subject, in
terms thereof, recommended the re-appoint~
ment of Rev. C. A. Tapuwer us tnvelhﬁg
agent, and the aggointment of Rev.R. H.
Warden as an additional agent at a salary
of $1.600.

Fixanoe.

Dr. Reid, the senior clerk of Assembly
and business Agent for the Western Section
of the church, submitted a detailed finan-
cial report, shewing the pesition of all the
funds of the church, together with a balance
sheet prepared by the Auditors.

Business PostroNED.

Several overtures from Presbyteries, and
a large amount of other business, were un-
avoidably consigned to the limbe of ¢in re-
tentis,” and this session of the General As-
sembly was clesed with devotional exer-
ciges.

We have prepared the foregoing account
of the proceedings of the General Assembly
with the very full and accurate reports of
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the Toronto ¢ Globe” and ¢ Mail > before
us. But, while acknowledging our indebted-
ness to them, we do not malge either of them
responsible for any thing we have said.

We have neither time nor space to com-
ment upon the doings of this memorable
Assembly further than to record our sense
of its immense importance and significance.
At the outset of our carreer we have in the
mysterious providence of God passed
through a remarkable ordeal. But, by His
goodness and grace our beloved church has
survived that ordeal, and stands to-day,not
only unimpaired, but,as we thoroughly
believe, immensely strengthened. The
members of this General Assembly now
know each other as they could not have
done otherwise. They have learned to res-
pect each others sturdy independence of
character; to appreciate each others can-
dour, to acknowledge each others power,
and edmire each others acquirements. Such
s display of forensic eloguence, of logical
acumen, of learned argument and skill in
debate, we were not prepared for. So much
devotion to what appeared to be each man’s
duty in the sight of God; such generous
consideration for the sentiments of others;
and the loyalty of all to the Church and her
standards, these are features, in what may
be called, perhaps, an unfortunate debate,
to be remembered with profound thankful-
ness. A church that could withstand such
a shock, in the very first year of its exis-
tence, will not soon be dcstroyed.

A LOST DAY.
Wao’s seen my day ?
“Tis gone away;
Nor left a trace
In any place.
If I could only find
Its footfall in some mind—
Some spirit-waters stirred
By wand of deed or word—
I rhould not stand at shadowy eve,
And for my day so grieve and grieve.

Christian Weekly.

THE WAY TO GIVE.

In one of the mission congregations, in
Jamaica, a collection was to be taken for
missionary purposes. One of the brethren
was appointed to preside, and resolutions
were adopted as follows :

1. Resolved, that we will all give.

2. Resolved, that we will give as the Lord
has prospered us.

3. Resolved, that we will give cheerfully.

Good rules, that might each be clinched
with a Scripture texi. Then the contribu-
tion began, each person, according to cus-
tom, walking up.to the communion table to
deposit his gift under the eyes of the pre-
siding officer.

One of the most well-to-do members hung
back until he was painfully noticeable; and
when heat last deposited his gift, the brother
at the table remarked, ¢ Dat is *cordin’ to
de fust resolushun, but not ’cordin’ to de
second.” The memberretired angrily to his
seat, taking back his money; but conscience
or pride kept working till he came back and
doubled his contribution with a crabbed,
«Take dat, den.” The brother at the table
again spoke :—< Dat may be ’cordin’ to de
fust and second resolushuns, but it is isn’t
’cordin’ to to de third.” The giver, after a
little, accepted the rebuke, and came up =&
third time, with a still larger gift and a good
natured face. Then the faithful President
expressed his gratification thus:—Dat’s
*cordin’ to all de resolushuns.”

Are our gifts according to all the resolu-
tions ?—Presbyterian Monihly.

FrRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

The General Assembly has appointed
the third Sabbath of July for taking up
the Annual Colleotion for this important
scheme. The Treasurer is Mr. A, B.
Stewart, Official Assignee, Montreal.

The resbyterian Record,

The numbers from July to December,
inclusive, will be sent in parcels post free
to one address on payment of 12% cents
for she six months.
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Educational and Book Notices.

Canaprax CoryrigET EpITION.

LIFE OF
NORMAN MacLEOGD, D.D.

by his brother, the Rev. Donald McLeod.

Complete in one vol., Demy 8vo. WITH
PORTRAIT. Cloth,gold and black,
$2.50, full morrocco, $6.00.

For sale by all Booksellers, or mailed free
of postage on receipt of price.

BELFORD BROTHERS,

Publishers, Toroxro.

BrANTFORD Youne Liapies’ COLLEGE.

In copnection with the Presbyterian
Church. President—Rev. Wn. CoCHRANE,
D. D. Principal—Rev. A. F. Kemp, L.L.D.

The Faculty of Instruction comprises :—

President, Principal, Head Governess, six
Assistant Governesses, Professor ~* Music,
Master in Painting, with Professor Melville
Bell as Lecturer in Elocution and Rhetoric.

The Calendar for the year containing full
rticulars as to Studies, Fees, etc., may be
ad on application to the Principal, towhom
all communications regarding thereception
of pupils should be addressed.
Brantford, Ouierie,
"' April, 1875. }

YOUNG LADIES’ SEMINARY.
Morvyx Housk, 348 Jarvis St., ToroxTO.
MISS 8. E. HAIGHT, PRINCIPAL,
(8ucoessor 7o TRE LaTe Miss SKINNER.)

This School affords a thorough training
in all the branches of s sound Excrisa Epo-
oATioN. FrexcE, Qeruay, DrRawineg axD
ParNTING, AND Musio, are taught by accom-
plished Proressors, BoarDING PopILS are
under the personal care of the Principal,
snd enjoy the comforts and kindly infinen-
ces of a refined CHrisTIAN Home. TERMS
moderate. SEND for CIRODLAR.

Vacancies for a few Boarding Pupils.

BUTE HOUSE.

844 Sherbrooke Street, Montreal.
Established for the Board and Education of
Young Ladies.

Mrs. Warson—Suceessor to the Misses
(NEew) MolxrosH.

The aim of this Establishment is to com-
bine Christian and moral training with in-
struction in the various branches of a sup-
erior Education. Special advanteges for
the acquisition of the French language.
A few vacancies for resident pupils.

Bute House, Montreal, 1st April, 1876.

GALT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

Classics: Head Master, R. S. Tassie, B. A.
and assistant. English Classics and Modern
Languages: G. A. Chase, B. A., and two
assistants. Mathematics : Alex. Murray, M.
A. and_two assistants. English: Jas.
McRae, Esq., Head Master, English Clasar
cal Master and two assistants. DMasters for
Drawing, Music, Gymnastics, &c.

The head-master would refer tothe,in very
many cages, brilliant examinations passed
by those sent out from this Institution and
to the fact that, save in one solitary instance,.
no pupil has ever failed in successfully pass-

ing.
8 Wi, TASSIE, M.ALLL.D.
Galt, Ont., May 1st, >76. Head Master.

Brazesipe Acapeny, Core pEs NE1GES. -
Near Montreal.
Boarding School for Boys. Healthy loca~
lit%‘ Terms Moderate.
rospectus sent on application.

James MoGRrEGOR, M. A., Principal.
Just Published,
CerisT A¥D CHRISTIAN LIFE.
Sermons preached during 1875 in Zion
Church, Brantford, Ont., by the Rev. Wxu,
CooERANE, D. D., cloth, pp.288. Price,$1.
<« Tge Heavexny Vision.”
Cloth, pp. 367. Price $1.
Either of the above sent free by Post on
remitting the amount to the Publishers.
%’oax SuTEERLAND, Brantford, Ont.
Apax Stevexsox & Co., Toroxto..

The Preshyterian Recordy

Orrick or PyBLIOATION, 210 B1. JaoMRS STREET,
MONTREAL.
Prico 25 cents per annum, in parcels to one-
address. Binglo copics_60 cents yer annum.
Remittances sent by Post Offico orders and in re-
gistared letters will b at the risk of the Publishers..
All communscations to be uddreszed to the Editor.



