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[Ortginal.]
“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.”

An explosion recently oceurred in a large
cotton-mill at Stockport, Great Britain,
which caused the death of several individuals,

In digging amongst the ruins, there was
found the body of a young factory girl, who
had been employed in the establishment.
She was quite dead, though unmutilated.
The manner in which the beams and bricks
had fallen, had preserved her person from
being crushed, but she had been suflocated
by the smok and dust.

V7hen discovered, she was on her knees,
with her hands clisped together in the atéitude
of supplication.  Hoer spirit had evidently passed
away in the act of prayer!

Now, dear young friends, often think upon
this touching little story I Your life is quite
as uncertain as was tue lile of that poor fae-
tory girl of Stockport, who very probably
expected to see as mauny years pass over her
head as you do.

One thing, however, is plain, that she mast
have made prayer e habit. It such had not
been the ease, when she found herself dying
by inches, so to speak, away from her parents,
companions, and friends, with no human eye
to pity, no human hand to succour her, she
never could have commended her departing
spirit into the hands of her Strength and her
Redeemer! She would have been terrified,
unnerved, and confounded : even like the
man upon whom the midnight robber makes
an unexpected attack !

Oh! remember then your Creator in the
days of your youth! Pray to Him regularly
and from the heart, when every thing is
bright, and prosperous, and happy around
you. “Seek the Lord while he may be

found; call upon Him while he is near.”
Then, thongh death should come upon you
iu an unlooked-for moment, a:d in his most
terrible form, you will be prepared to meet
Lim. You will be enabled calnly to exclaim,
Call is well 177 < For me to live is Christ, and
to die is guin 1”
 Supieme in wisdom as in power
The Reek of ages stands §
Though him thou cinst not see, nor trace
The working of his hands.
¢ He gives the conquest to the weak,
Supports the fainting heart ;
Aud cowage in the evil hour
His heavenly aids impart.

¢ Mere human power shall fast decay,
Awd youthiul vigour cease;

Dut they who wait upon the Lord,
In strength shall still increase.”

2T M.

——————
{ Original. )

THE CIIURCH SCHOLAR'S NOTES ON THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

Tlhe Gaosprl acwrﬁi ‘o 5t flatthow.

CHAPTER IV.

Ver. 1. Zhen] <. e. immediately after the
baptism of our Lord.
into the wilderness.] The particular part
of the neighbourhood of the Jordan here called
the wilderness cannot of course be precisely
ascertained. That it really was a wild and
unfrequented region we infer from the ex-
pression used by St. Mark (i.18)—¢he was
with the wild beasts,” i e., in parts where
wild animals were to be met with. A
locality, westward of the Jordan, and a
little north of the Dead Sea, used to be
pointed out to pilgrims as the scene of our
Lord’s temptation; and there it probably
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was. The district used to be known by the
appellation Quarantunia—a  corruption, we
suppose, of the word guadragenaria, “relating
to forty,” Z.e. the forty days’ fast. '

——to be tempted.] "L be tried—put to
the test;” so the word ¢ tempt” often means
in Holy Scripture.
of the dewil.] Our Lord was he whe
was to braise the serpent’s head. Ile, as the
Son of Man, the Representative of the whole
human race, was to obtain a victory -ver
Satan, the author of evil ir the world, As a
symbol of this great fact, doubtless, this
trial, with its result,was ordered to take place.
Even as He conquered then, so every human
being that putteth his trust in Him, and
joiueth in the appointed way Mis Body,
shall conquer too.—The membess of the
Church founded by our Lord are often led
now of the Spirit into circumstances of trial,
for the purpose of testing their fidelity and
strengthening their fidelity by the repcated
experience of victory. Satar., as an angel of
lizht, often comes to the members of the
Church founded by the davicur, with the
promise of better things, greater holiness,
higher privileges, in quarters external to the
Church, if they will but make experiment of
them. We should not be ignorant of his
devices.

Ver. 2. had fasted forly days and forty
nighis.] ¢ The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a prophetr fram the midst of thy
brethren, like unto me,”—>Moses, the great
legislator, had declared fourtcen centuries
before the advent of the.prophet referred to.
(Deut. viii. 15). Itis observable that Moses,
prior to his giving publicity to the revelations
received from God, fasted forty daysand forty
nights. ¢ The Lord said unto Moses, Write
thou these words : for after the tenor of these
words 1 have made a covenant with thee and
with Israel. And he was there with the Lord
forty days and forty nights; he did neither
eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote
upon the tables the words of the covenant,
the ten commandments.” { Ex. xxxiv. 27,28.)
Our Lord, as the prophet like unto Moses,
when about to introduce the enlarged,
spiritualized law, of which the Jewish religion
was a forashadowing, does the same thing. We

may learn that prior to great undertakings,
the setting apart a solemn peried for prayer
and especial meditation is a whalesome prac-
tice.  Previous to his appointment of the
twelve Apostles, St Luke assures us that our
Lord went cut into @ mouuntain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God.”(Lake
vi. 12.)  And in the Acts of the Apostles
(xiii.,) welearn that when Paul and Barna-
bas were sct apart for the apostolate, it was
after fasting and prayer on the part of the
prophets and teachers at Antioch, who had
been commissioned of the Holy Ghost to lay
their hands upon them.

Ver. 4. I¢ is written, Mean shall not live by
bread alone.] ¢ Thou shalt remember the way
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty
yeary in the wilderness, to humble thee and
to prove thec, to know what was in thine
heart, whether thov wouldest keep his com-
mandments or no. Aund he humbled thee,
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee
with manna, (which thou knewest not, neither
did thy fathers know) thut he might make
thee know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every word that proccedeth out
of the mouth of the Lord doth man live. Thy
raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did
thy foot swell these forty years. Thou shalt
also consider in thine heart, that as a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God
chasteneth thee.” (Deut.2-5.)—The tempta-
tion of our Lord is a mystery which we can-
not fully fathom. We can see that he passed
through it as the Son of man, even although
he was the Son of God. To accomplish the
salvation of our race, he suffered hunger, and
experienced the temptations to distrustful
thonghts which even Christians feel. He was
in all points tempted like as we are, in order
that he might “be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities.” (Heb. iv.15.) His victory
in the temptation won for us the power to be
victorious under similar circumstances.

Ver. 5. The holy cify.] Holy, because
chosen as the scene of the visible liturgical
worship of the One True God.—It is in this
sense that the members of the Church
founded by our Lord have always deemed
their places of worship, and all things con-
nected with them, holy.—Jerusalem was

L
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known in western Asia by the name Cudytis,
signifying < the holy.” Its modern focal
appeliation « El Kads ” has the same siguifi-
cation.

pinnacle of the temple.] The proper
signification of ¢ pinnacle ” is < wing.” It is
known that one portion of the temple was
built on foundations that had been carried up
400 cubits from the valley below Mount
Moriah, and that there th» whole perpen-
dicular height of the wall was very great.
"This may have been the pinnacle or wing
referred to.

Ver. 6. Cast thyself down ; for it is written,
He shall gwe his angels charge concerning thee.]
¢ There shall no evil beful thee, neither shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he
shall give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear
thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy
foot against a stone. Thou shalt tread upon
the lion and adde: ; tite voung lion and the
dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
Because he has se¢ hi< love upon me, there-
fore will I deliver him: I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name.” (Ps.
xci. 10-14.) The promise is true and appli-
cable to every follower of the true religion of
God ; and yet it is not to be taken absolutely
and unconditionally. The fulfilment of a
Divine promise always depends—so far as
individuals are concerned—on the use of
means and compliance with terms. The eight
souls that were saved by water (1 Pec.iii.20)
in the ark of Noal, were saved indeed ; but
had any one, relying on this fact, leaped off,
expecting that some miracle would bc
wrought for the purpose of making the pro-
mise of God sure, he would certainly have
discovered that his salvation, though promised
and pledged to him, yet depended on his re-
maining in the ark.  Our Lord, by permit-
ting himself, as Son of man, to be subjected
to a temptation to presumption, has taught
all the members of his Church to be on their
guard in this respect.

Ver. 7. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God.] “Ye shall not tempt the Lord your
God, as ve tempted Him in Massah.” (Deut.
vi.16.) The name Massah signifies “tempta-
tion,” and was given to the place where the

THE YOUNG CHURCIHMAN.

75

Israclites, in consequence of their suffering
from thirst, said to their Divinely-appointed
leader, ¢ Wherefore is this that thou hast
brought us up out of Igypt, to kill us and
our children and our cattle with thivse?”
“He called the name of the vlace Massah
and Meribah [chiding?, Dbecause of the
chiding of the children of Israel, and because
they tempted the Lord, saying, Isthe Lord
among us, or not ¥ (Iixodus xvii. 7.)

Ver. 8 dn eveeeding high mountain] A
mountain in the region that used to be called
Quarantania, and itself also called Quaranta-~
nia, is the highest elevation in Judwea.
all the kingdoms of the world] < The
world,” sometimes, in secripture language,
means simply Judwa. But here the most
extensive sense of the word may be taken.
Satan’s effort was to make these carthly
glories appes. very desirable, just as things
that are most detrimental to us, are often
made by a device of his, to scem to us indis-
pensable to our happiness.—The use to be
made of the Messiahship, tlus suggested to
our Lord, seems to be in precise accordanee
with the ideas which prevailed so widely
among the Jewish people at the time. They
expected when the Christ should come, that
he would establish a great carthly empire,
resembling the so-called universal empires
which had already existed, and that Jerusalem
would be the grand central point whero the
universal Prince would reside.—We shall re-
member,when St.Peter once uttered thoughts
arisiug out of this debased idea of the Mes-
sial’s worl, that our Lord addressed him as
Satan - ¢« He turned and said unto Peter,
Get thee behind me Satan; for thou art an
offence unto me; for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but those that be of
men” (Matt, xvi23. )—The third temptation,
then, to which our Lord, as Son of mau, was
subjected, was Power or worldly Dominaney.
The members of the Church founded by
Chirist, therefore, may be sure that a lusting
after Power and worldly Dominancy will
be a temptation to which they will be sub-
Jjected.

Ver. 10. Get thee hence, Satan.] Our Lord,
being He who was to bruise the Serpent’s
head, has peifect ower over Satan.—In order

e e am—— |
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to shew this intelligibly to men, it was
d*vinely permitted that Satan should visibly
have extraordinary influence during our
Lord’s sojourn on the carth.—The English
word ¢ Devil ”is a corruption of the Greek
cerresponding word ¢ Diabolus,” which has
the some sense as the Hebrew corresponding
word “Satan,” viz: “Adversary,” “Accuser,”
or ¢ Calumniator.” He is the greai Accuser
of men before God the Father, even as Christ
Is their great Advocate.

1t is awritten, Thow shalt worship......
“ When thou shalt have caten and Le full,
then beware lest thou forget the Lord, which
brought thee forth out cf the laud of Egypt,
from the honse of bonuage. Thou shalt fear
the Lord tihy God and serve him, and shalt
swear by his name. Ye shall not go after
other gods, of the gods of the people that
are round about you.” (Deut. vi, J1-14.)

Ver. 11. dngels came and minisiered wnfo
Lim.] This declaration may assure us that
God’s hely angels minister unto us, and re-
joice over us when, by the Disine power
which is within us, we overcome temptation.
They are sent from God to minister unto us.
(Heb.i. 14.)  And those of them that are
thus sent ferth for our gouve always behold
the face of our Father whois in hcaven,
(Matthew xviii.10,) i.c., bave constant access
to Iim.

‘The zelemn and very mysterious tempita-
tion of our Lord is coammemorated every year
within the Chureh founded by our Lord by
the observauce f the spring-fast of Leut.
Each member of that Church is led by festi-
vals and fasts, commnemorative of the various
events in bis Lord’s Jife on earth, to realize
to himsell in a very vivic manuer, the peeu-
liar doctrine which springs out of cach
respective uet of our Lord.—The petition of
the Colleet to be used every day throughout
Lent is this: ¢ Give vs grace to use such
abstinence, that, our fesh heire subdued to
the Spirit, we may cver ohey thy gadly
motions in righteousness and true holiness.”

THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.
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[Original.]
MEMOIRS OF EMINENT ENGLISH CHURCHMEN.

WICKLIFFE. Boru eire. A. D,y 1324 ¢
divd 31st Decembery, 1334.

After the time of the Venerable Bede,
there were but few names of men of note
from whose lives we could gather either a
sufliciently interesting or sufficiently instruc-
tive account, fur the purpose of laying before
our young friends. Shortly after the death
of the Venerable Bede, the long twilightand
darkness of ignorance and superstition, which
cven in his day, had begun to darken the hori-
zon, sot in, and involved [a its shades the
whale periud of the middle ages, with flashes
few and iar between, illumining the gloomand
giving hopes that perchance the light of reli-
gionand learningwas obscured but foraseason,
and would arise ere long to seatter tl.e sur-
rounding mists of error, and diffuse itsglorious
lirhtamong the nations of the carth.  Of thig
dismal period it is our intention to give a
slight sketch in order to connect those names,
chronologically speai.ing, so far apart, the
Venerable Bede and ¢ the Reformer ?
WickLirre: to point out in what manner
and from what quarter, the inroads of igno-
rance and debasing superstition issued forth.

The labours of Augustine were almost
entirely futile ¢ win over the Church of
England to the authority of the Romish see;
for in spite of all his eforts and thcse of his
emissaries and sucecessors, the Dritish Church
still retained from the mountain fastness of
Wales and Cornwall her dignified position,
free and pure as the gales from those hilis
by which she was surrounded.  But ort-
repeated effurts, it not met with unwavering
«ind uncompromising resistance wili at length
suceeed, and so it wasin the case of the British
Church.  The authority of the Sovereign
Poutiff and the ceremonies, discipline and
corruptions of the Church of which be is the
head, were gradually and successively mtro-
duced, and, though at first resisted, were
eventwally submitted to and adopted.  Image
worship owed its origin to ihe second Coun-
¢l of Nive, A. D, 757,  Transubstantiation
was established in 1213, by the fourth Coun-

JOIN
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cil of Lateran, which also was the first general
council which recognized the supreme au-
thority of the Romish See. The denial of
the Cup to the laity was confirmed by the
Counci: of Constance in the year 1411~ The
doctrine of Furgatory was made a matter of
faith by the Council of Florence in 14335 and
riany other novelties were broached at differ-
ent times by different individuais which,
however, were not admirted as articles of
Lelief until the Council of "{rent in 1543,
until which time the Church of Rome cannot
(strictly speaking), be charged with these
and other errors, as she did not uutil then
authoritively adopt them and require an
assent them as a term of communion, and,
therefore, according to her teaching,necessary
to salvation. The Church of Englund, how-
ever, never did, and we prayerfuliy hope,
never will cease to profet against the multi-
plied errors of that Apostate Church. As an
mstance of “his, When the Couneil of Nice
in 787, declared that Image Worship was to
he observed by Christians (which decision
was approved of by the Church of Rome) the
English Bishops relying upon the great
evidence of Holy Scriptures refuted the
arguments of the Council with Seriptural
weapons and prononneed Imuge worship to
be “a usage altogether execrated by the
Church of God” and in a Council held at
Frankfort at which as we have mentioned
before, a large number of Britin Bishops
were pr sent, the deecrees of the Council of
Nice we ¢ despised, rejected, and con-
demned.”

The first great concession to the authority
the Romish Pontiff was made at the era of
the Norman Conquest, when the reigning
poutiff “having favoured Duke William in his
projected invasion by Dblessing his host and
consecratiny his honners, took that opportu-
nity of establishing his spiritual encroich-
ments.” Gther acts of aggression during the
reign of this Prince and lis two successors
followed, until the andacity and arrogancy ot
the Pope and his servant Thomas a Decket,
gaverise to the famous Constitutions of Clivrea-
dnity by which the king established his inde-
pendence of the Pope and his jurisdiction
over the Clergy.  This was but a temporay

check; for a few vears after, we sce Henry
submittinz to be sconrged by Monks at the
tomb of Thomas a Liceket, by way of penanee
for having caused hismurder. e also made
many concessions which paved the way for
still more daring assaults on the liberties,
civil and religious, of the English people.

But the final degradation was reserved
until the reign of King Johu; when the
English Chureb, which sinee the days of
Augustine had struggled for, and, even at
this time, had not entirely lost her inde-
peadence, was at length laid pro trate under

tie feet of the Bishop of Rome.  The Pope,
offended at some aet of John's, laid en inter-
dict upon the kingdom, and during the space
of six years, three months and fourteen days,
“no bell was beard, no taper lighted, no
service was perfurmed, no church open: only
Baptisn was permitted, and confession and
the Sucrament for the dying.  The dead,
even, were denied  Christian burial, or they
wete kept onburied antil the atHicaon, which
afiveted every family in its tenderest and
holiest feeling should be removed.”*  John
after beine himself excommunieated, and
having scen his kingdom bestowed on his
bitterest cuemy, at length suecambed, and
“in the prostration of a heart as abject ir
adversity as it was insolent in power,” laid
bis crown at the Legate Panduipl’s, feet,
surrendering thereby this kingdom of Ing-
land and Ireland to the Pope to hold it under
him as his vassal.

“'Thus did the Church of England in the
beginning of the thirteeaih century, lose her
independenee, and deviating from the primi-
tive purity of the Church of Christ, become
subordinate tothe discipliseand deeply winted
with the corruptions of the Charch of Rome.”

Another century passed away and these
corruptions still further increased, but thier
detection was for a while prevented by Inno-
cent 11 who forbid the laity to read the holy
Seriptures in their native tongues. The Papal
power had reached irs utmost extent in this
country, but the yoke was felt to be too galling
to be long submissively endured.  The dark
night of superstition had attained and passed

* Suuthey’s Book of the Chureh.
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its meridian, and a longing desire and eager
seeking fur “the light that shineth more
and more until the perfeet day,” was mani-
fested throughout the length and breadth of
the land. It was at this era that one of those
great geniuses whom God so often raises for
the advancement of His great designs, first
appeared to gladden many a heart, “ to give
light to thew thatsitin darkuness,” ¢“the Morn-
ing Star of the Reformation,” John Wickliffe.
This eminent man was born about the year
1324, in a village on the banks of the Tees,
near Richmond, in Yorkshire. At an early
age, he entered Queen’s College, and, sub-
sequently, Merton College at Oxford, where
he acquired a knowledge of every kind of
knowledge, which was decmed essential for
a scholar at that age. Tired, however, of
the puzzling jargon, subtle casuistries and
worldly knowledge of the schoolmen, as they
were called, he finally betook limself to ex-
plore the almost hidden fountains of sacred
"Truth, contained in the holy Seriptures them-
selves; and with such svceess did he laboor,
that the honourable title of the ¢ Gospal
Doctor” was conferred upon him by his con-
temporaries in token of their admiration of his
profound learning and acquirements, in the
path wlich he had struck out for himself.
About this time the indolence, arrogance
and immorality of the monks and mendicant
friars had become so-open and notorious, that
an outlurst of popular resentment and excera-
tion needed only a leader to excite it to its
utmost piteh of fury. That leader was found
in the person of Wickliffe, ¢ who lashed the
friars with great acrimony, proving them to
be a useless and infamous set of men, wallow-
ing in luxury and vice, and so far from being
objects of charity, that they were a reproach
not only to religion, but even to human
society.”* "~ The cause also of Edward III.
against the Pope, found an abie and zealous
advocate in Wickliffe. The great schism of
the West, which displayed before astonisied
Christendom the novel spectacle of two rival
popes, both claiming to be the hcad of the
Church and infallible, mutually excommuni-
cating and anathemizing one another, tended

* Blunt on the Reformation.
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much to open the eyes of the people and
create doubts in their minds, as to tue pre-
sumed right of supremacy in things, either
temporal, or spiritual, of either; and further
operated in furthering the work of reforma-
tion, for which the profligacy and irreligion
of the Clergy had, in a great measure, pre-
pared the way. -

The crusale of Wickliffe, against the
monks, did not proceed without strong oppo-
sition on their part. DBut John of Gaunt,
Dulke of Lancaster, and many others of note,
having espoused his opinions and his cause,
they found him under such powerful protec-
tion, that all their efforts to silence and con-
demn him proved wnavailing.  In a tract
from his hand. entitled ¢ The Truth of Scrip-
ture,” he contended for the translation of
the Word of God into a tmgue that could
“be understanded by the people,” aud in-
sisted on the sufficiency «f the Bible asa
directory in doctrine and discipline. Not
tong after this, he was seized with an alarming
illness, insomuch as his death was considered
certain, an event the probability of which
afforded much satisfaction w0 his opponents,
who hoped that in his dying moments he
would retractall that he had advanced agaiost
them. To solicit this, Friars from each of
the orders of mendicants were sent to him as
a solemn deputation. They were ushered
into his presence; he raised himself on his
pillow and with a countenance full of severity
and a voice indicative of great energy of pur-
pose, exclaimed « I shall not die but live, and
further deciwre the evil deeds of the I'riars.”
The deputation retired in confusion and he
lived to fulfil his promise.

The want of a version of the Scriptures in
the vulgar tongue, was the next evil to which
Wiclkliffe turned his attention, and, in order
to supply this want, he, at an early period
set about the work of translation. As long as
the Latin tongue continued the language of
the western world, it was admirably adapted
far the conveyance of religious truth: but
when it ceased tc be spoken, the Bible
henceforth became a sealed book to the
multitude.  Wickliffe deserves the glorious
credit of bein the first who broke those seals.
In 1380 he published his translation of both
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Testaments ; this was “a heavy blow and
great discouragement” to the canse of Roman-
ism, —the spark of a conflagration which in
time cousumed itsstrongholds. A specimen of
this translation may be acceptable. We give
it as follows: it is talen from the Sth chapter
of Romans:

¢« And we witen, that to men that louen
God alle thing is worche.. to gidre into good
to hem thataftir purpose been clepid seyntis.
For thilk that he knew bifore, he bifore ordey-
nede bi grace to be maad lyke to the ymage of
his Sone, that, he be the firste bigeten among
manye britheren. And thilke that he bifore
ordeynede fo blisse, hem he clipede, and
whiche he clipede h:m he justifiede, and
whiche he justifiede, hem he glorifiede.”

The great blow was struck : the next was
directed against a doctrine the most absurd,
the most repugnant to human reason, and
the most revered by the Romanists—that of
Transubstantiation.  Nor was this the only
error he assailed: every error, every corrup-
tion, each false doctrine in turn received a
~efutation or condemmation from his pulpit
or his pen. His uncompromising zealbrought
down on him a perfect torrent of eclesiasti-
2al fury, and it has been a wonder of succeed-
»ng ages how he ever escaped the fagot and
the stake. Hesaw the storm gathering, but
bent not beneath its blow. From his pulpit
at Lutterworth, he continued to denounce the
manifold corruptions of Papacy. The con-
test between the two rival popes still con-
.nued unabated. One of them, Urban the
Sixth, resolved to bring the quarrel to an
issue, and granted the utmost profusion of
pardons and indulgences to all who assisted
him with men or money. This proceeding
excited feelings of the utmost horror and in-
digration in the mind of Wickliffe, who
declared the popes to be two false priests,
open anti-Christ. % Why,” he asks, ¢ will

i, not the proud Priest of Rome grant full

pardon to all men to live in love and peace,
as he does to all such as fight and slay those
who never offended him ?”

About two years after this he was attacked
with palsy for the second time, while
attending Divine Service with his people,
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at Lutterworth, and, after an illness of three
days, expired, 31st December, 1334,

«Thus died honest John Wickliffe : a man
who loved truth, who sought, and found it,
and gave himself up to its guidance; who
feared God, but not man, and pursued his
Master’s glory but not his own.””  Ob, that
we all possessed the same love of truth, the
same love of sacred freedom, the same hatred
of every thing that could tend to disgrace
the character of a Christian; the same desire
of promoting the glory of God and the tem-
poral and spiritual welfare of mankind, as
were the characteristies of our great proto-
reformer—W ICKLIFFE.

—
« THHE YOUNG CHVJRCHMAN.”

Speaking of our little periodical, the
Colonial Clurch Chronicle and Missionary
Journal thus expresses itself: It “is a
praiseworthy attempt to provide sound and
interesting reading for the younger and
humbler members of the Church. We trust
that its circulation may extend beyond the
bounds of its native diocese, as it well
deserves.”

ORIGINAL POETRY.

AANAANA AN AN AAA AN AA AN

SYMPATHY.

A S

The leaves have sigh'd their last farewell,
Low ’neath our fect they lie;

The flow’rs dioop scentless in the breeze,
And murky s the sky.

Dear Nature, I will weep with thee,
For oft when loue and sal,

Thy dewy c¢ye aud gen le voice,
Have made my spirit glad.

My bitter sic, thau hast reproved,
By thy sweet playful glee 5

But now thou arg thysel{'so sud,
Oh! I will weep with thee,

Yet stay !—a thought steals o’er my breast,
4 Like music in the air ;»

1t whispers of a brighter land,
And flow’rets ever fair,

s Safe in the grave” this weary heart,
Shall never know a sigh;

Then, oh! dear nature. tho® thou’rt sad,
Dl dry my vrecping eye.
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TO MY LITTLE BOY ON HIS BIRTHDAY WITH
A FLOWER.

Dear little Harry, see my prize,
I found it near our bower,
‘Where many a bud is peeping forth,
?Tis spring’s first purest flower.

I plucked it for my blue-eyed dove,
He’s two year’s old to-day :

And well [ know iy simple gift,
Will make him blithe and gay.

Ah! had Ihung a string of pearls,
Around thy ne:k ot snow,

It could not cau-e thine eye to gleam,
With greater joy than new.,

Look up, dear litle oue, and gaze
Upoa thie deep biue sky

Sec how the silvery clouds tloat on,
Tinged with a ros dye

STwas God who made the little flow’r,
Tu: heaveus, and each green tree,
IIis eye is ever on thee love,
His angels wateh o’er thee.

Then love Him more than all, dear child,
Give Him thy little heart ;

Thess sunny days may soou fleet by,
IHe never will depart.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

QUEBEC.—JOURNAL OF A TRAVELLING
MISSIONARY.

The following extracts are taken from the journal of the
Rev. W. King, a travelling Misstoaary m connexion with
the Society for the Propagation ot the Gospel mn Foreign
Parts. Mr. King was appointed in 1816 to succeed the
Rev. J. P. Maning m the charge of an extensive Mission
in the Megantic Distiict, of which 8t. Ghles was considered
(see Church in the Colonies, No. IX. p.H9.) Ina hst
which reached the Soctety last year, no less than eleven
statious are set down as included in Me. King’s Mission.
‘Their names are, St. Gules, St. 8y Ivester, St. Patiick’s, St.
Margaret’s, St. Ltienne, St. Mary's, St. Joseph, St.Grorge’s,
Broughton, Cumiberland, Kennelee Roud.  Many of these
places are mentioned in the following jownal.  The names
fuinish a curious evidence of the mixtare of the French,
Iiish, and English races in this part of Canada,

 Saturday, July 20th, 1850.—Having a Clergyman at
the parsonage, who was on his way for town, he consented
to take my place here and at St. Patrick’s. I therelore
resolved to visit St. Margaret’s and St. Catharine’s, to iold
Divine Service at cach place on the coming Lord’s Duy.
Just as I was preparing to leave, had a call to visit a ~ick
person asout three miles from the parsonage.  Went im-
mediately ; offered up the prayeirs in the service for the
siek, both for the sick danghter and her aged father; I
was required to give her some medivines, but as a doctor
had come to settie in *he p'ace, refused, cudeavouring to
show the reasonableness of this; but I fear they wer: not
quite satisfied, Lett them for home as soott as pussible,
as the husband was waiting for his horse.

 Satw duy ctoning, S v'eloed,~Toft for St Catharine’s
had to pass through >everal fannes, where there were many
fenees to take down and put up agiin: it was past ten
o’clock when I ieached the tamily where [ purposed stop-
ping; fouud thewy in beds [ made many apologies tor
being so late, but they wsured e they were glad to see
me, and theretore thése wete quite wnecessary. I had
to oceupy then body sot o shop the who'e of the night.

“ Sunday worning. July Liste—The toom was well
filled—roueh attenton panle Preached fiouw 2 Sam. xii.
13.  Lett in the alterpoon for 8L Margarets, a distanee of
vat more than tou wiles, when passing thiough the woods.
The congregation: was gocd. thon ' sons were absent that
onght to bavee been prosent, Mieachod Lom the same
text.  Baptized a child after the seeond essen, aud another
alter the service, the parents beang too late to present it
when the othier Wus baptized,

o Atrer Divine Seryice, catied o a family living in the
nomedide nezhbouthoed. bt who <y eve ail absent from
Chareh I hegee on the next oceasion they will be there,
Went to another taunly 5 the fathar and two of the children
weve present at Divine Services Hoe ©lound the exer-
cisee of the mivistry as necessary ws in the other case, but
in cuite a duferent way: the father is. 1 tiust, a truly
Clrestian nnai. aad endeavouring o biivg up his children
in corOrunty w th thewr baptisieal vows. My visit was
mneh too shiont for them, ard they exjeessed much plea-
sure at my visitmg them; the eldest waughter lives with
us as sevant.®

¢ Monday, July 22nd.—TReosc this morning some time
before the stn:—no sleep ; took breakfist, and left Jor
Broughton, to pass thuough the wools  There had been a
aood deal of raun 3 any bad spots, alzo @ great number of
tallen trees; some the hois: was ollicd to leap over,
wthers he was obhged 10 get round by Joreing himself
through thick brushiwood; the road was never so bad and
fficult to travel, and Lod I not bud a person with me, I
fear I must have returned.  “The person who accompanied
me hs a sister who has lost her senses, and at times gives
him and anothier sister neuch uncasiness and trouble, her
selt=will being perfectly unconttollable 5 sl the degree of
resignation that he mandested, the adinssion that he made
of the infintte wisdom aud gooduess ot God, was most sa-
tisfactory to e and though the road was almost one
pond ol waler, our passage very ficguertly stopped by
failen trees, and onr wnds" put to their <tretch to nnd out
the way to pass. stifl the jomney was tat more pleasant
than could pussibly be expreted.

« We caine into @ large cleanace 5 stopped here and took
refreshiient s apovinted Divine Seivice for to-morrow
monng. Called on anothier fawily, informing them of
the serviee § the husbaads who Las beeonee a careless liver,
was not at home. Callet on the propuictor of Broughton ;
he was tiom home. aud his Jady ; the daughter was at
home: tnformed her of the savice to-morrow,  Wentand
called on several other funilies, civing them the same in-
formation.  Took tea at an aged couples’, to whom [ read
the fiftecuth Paalm aud expounded, and afterwards prayed.
Left for a place theee miles off to spend the night, baving
ou my previous visit promised so tado.  They were Pres-
byterians.  Our evening was spent in conversation on
religions matters.  After family prayer, retired to 1est,
aud, having spent two slecpless nights, found sleep very
necessary.

¢ Tucsday morning, Jaly 23rd.—Awoke this morning

4 She has sfuce b, going to marry a Weslegan, and leaves tho
Church, IHow grievous !
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much refreshed from a gond night’s rest.  After fawily
worship, breakfasted, and left for the school-house, a dis-
tance of between two and thice miles, whnch they wathed,
and the road not good, though tor the seusin 1t was con-
sidered tolerable. We had havdly teft the house when we
were joined by aqother furmity, slated to this one o
to public worship ; tins atter fam ly we all mewbers of
the Church in pisession.  Our cony «vsation turned o the
Church building, aud the necessity ot all joining hand and
heart to promote its completion, showing at the samse tnme
the privilege ot bemg permitted to aid in such a necessny
and. glorious duty. When we reached the school-house,
found a goodly number assembled.  Our seivice com-
menced at ten o’clock, as I had purposed leaving for home
in the afternoon. “There was a good conziczation, still
there were many absent that ought to have been there;
and since the Presbytenan preacher has visited the place,
I found this lamentable state of things inecreasing ~ather
than otherwise. TFor up vards of twenty years this place
was not visited by any of :he preachers, thouzh they have
always been as near as they now are to it; but sinceit has
pleased God to put it into the hearts of some to contribute
of their little to the ercection of a house of prayer and prawse
to His holy name, now they think proper to come; and
as many were ongmally Presbyterians, it has caused quite
a change amcugst us, this party even withholding what
they had promised to the Building Conmmnttee.

# Preached from 2 Sam. xii. 13, showing the commission
of Nathan from God; Ins manuer of bringinz lome the
sins to David’s mind and heart; David’s confession—sim-
ple, unqualified, and uphesitating; Nathan’s power—
¢The Lord hath put away tiy sin,” &c.j and that the
Church has the same authority now, upon the same1e-
pentance being shown by the sumer.  There waus, as there
always has been, much attentie paid; and though they
are generally a cough and thoughtless people, and a prople
of strong passivns, I do and will hope that God will ac-
company His word with His needtul blessing.

« Marricd a couple after Divine Service.  Left for home,
accotnpanied by a gwde, never having travelled the way
through this part of the woods before.” There were wany
very soft places, many steep places, andtwo very long and
steep hills ; it wok us three houts to travel fowr miles. In
going thiough, we passed by a lake called B.oughton
Lake; it contains sotne trout und other fish : to which lake,
in not very busy times, many of them go to fish.  As we
were on risiag ground, covered wit! trees, 1 could not see
the size of this body of water; by the aceornuts of it, it is
not very large.  After passing through the woods, the first
clezrance is occupicd by a Romnau Cathiolie named Brophey,
who v~y kindly took me a wile cn ny way Lhomewards,
my guide rewurning to his home.  Reachied home about
eight o’clock in the ¢ _uing—a day catlier *han [ was ex-
pected ; which, ., the family, was a great wonderment,
fearing that somcthing had haypened unto me.

“ When seated to tahe some tea, I'was informed that a
message tad been sent to Mr. Lloyd, to go it New lre-
land to admnister the Holy Saciament 1o o persen who
was very ill, the Clerzywan of that Mission vemyr in
Quebee, drawing his bill, &e. Thed, aud almost wern
out, I had no alternative but to 1ise culy the tollowsng
moruing, tahe a fiesh horse—fir T'am oltiyed to kecp two,
Siom the great diswnces that 1 ant compelled to go—call on
Mr. Lloyd tor particulars, and gu to adwinister this most
comfortable rite and Sactament to this sick person, It
was full sixteen miles from my dwelling, and over a mo.t
rugged wood, and most likely under a Cauadian burning
sun.

8l

“ Wednesday morning, July 20th —The sun was just
rising when Lawol @ and prepaed jor my jomney.  Alter
the tannly duties of the worning were vertornzed, left for
Leeds; Mr. Lloyd accompanied me to the Dublin Range.
Found the pour woman very sich 5 was glad to see us and
wote sladly partool of the Toly Cotmmuion  the husband
wirs 1equested to jom the wite, butsctused.  Atter the ad-
winistiation, I liuned that there was a misanderstanding
with avother puty. | persuaded han by all means to
have the thme settded, wd not to allow et to be rob-
bed of the buae tits of bue yligion fiem sucha canse. On
our way home catled on an aged Christan i My, Lioyd’s
chirge, A ember ot the Church and a constant commu-
cant. she was dostous of 1ecen iy it at this time, so soon
as she lewned that there was o obstaele § 1t was therefore
adpiniscered to Lier, her danghter, and @randdanghter, who
had bern contuied by the Bishop at lns last visttation,
Procecding homeward, we cailed on another fanuly, the
mother of Which had been siek for some tinie and danger-
vusly il Mr. Lloyd had called m the morning as we
passed up to New hicland inloinzing her that we should
call on our returs, thongk 1t would be late. and that if she
wished to patake of the Sacunent, M, Ko would most
willingly audmivister it, as Le himself was vily in Deacon’s
orders, ~ They had been lookmg vat for as lo zome time,
When all was ready, the father, the n.other, and two
grown-up daughters, members of the Charch, partwok of
the Holy Sacrament. It yas gelting duskj we had still
two nules to ride ever a misevable bud road Lefore we
reached the parsonage at Leeds. At halt-past nine o’clock
m the evening we st down to divner.  Mus. Lioyd had
expected us, and had !l things in readiness for us since six
o’clock.

«Thursday morning, July 25th.—Rose early ; rode home
before breakfast, and found the family just going to prayers;
the remaiader of the day spent in reading.

“I'riduy 26th, spent i p:epating for the coming Lord’s
day.

«Suturday 27th.—Left in the afternoon, in company
with Mis. King. tor St Giles, Divine Scrvice being there
appuinted lot Sunday morning, Boture et had to super-
mtend getting m some hay for wy hotses Lo the coming
winier. 1t was 1ather late when we got down.  Visited
one Llawily, bid found them goue to 168t 5 Lad furily prayer
where we stopped.

« Sundity morning July 28th—Visited one family before
breaktast; they ate most cateless. Reasoned with them,
and pomted out the danger they were 1unning in thus ne-
electmy the house of God: prayed wah them, apd left,
Family prayer bemg ofiered up, left for the church, pur-
postug to call on other lannlies on wy way toit. Found
oue poor woman very sick. 1 tiust she is weluld ol God.
Endeavowied to comtot her by the gracious promises of
her God, Calied at the bartacks, iaviting the soldiers to
chureh s twwo were there,  Called at another funily ; foar !
oly the mother and Ler infant child; she s a soldia’s
wile, and her husband @ sergeant residing in Quelee. In-
vited her to come o church, infoiming Ler that T Lad
received a letter the other day fiom her pattuer, who
Wished me thus to see bt Called ou anothies family, re-
windber thew of the Lord's Dy, it beng a bouse of call,
Afier tns, was met by amag stiate of the place, who at
ore time was the most intluental pesonin Le scttlemnt,
He s uested of e the use of the vestry =rootu of the Jhurch
for hoiding school inn (day.) 1 told him they had & thool
house, but that I would write to the Dislop, and consult
the churchwardens, which latter I did so soon as our
morning service was over. They were opposed to the
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thing. Our congregation was good, and much atteation’
paid.  Preached from St John xvi. 12. Here we have no

singing.  Mrs. irng was obliged to leave for home very
carly in the morning, asa child was very sick, or we
should have had some singing.  After service, left for
Sylvester. "The sun was uncommonly hot : it was three
o’clock before I reached nome. The congregation was
almost all present. ‘There was a grove meeting held by
the Wesleyans about six miles off, and it wus to be con-
tinued for some days, as T understood. When [ went to the
church, Iexpected to find empty seats, but I was much
disappointed, and most pleasingly so, for our little church
was well Jilled and much attention paid. Preached from
St. John xvi. 12. I saw one or two, to whom the dis-
course did not appear quile in accordance with their
views. After the service was over, spok. to onc r @, who
is a promising ch-.acter, living in a part of the country
where they are all Roman Catholics except himself—ecven
his wife, and, [ fear, his children. He obscrved that we
were: doing a little to our church, and that in the fall he
mu: t give me some little cash to help in the g-..4d work.
How truly envouraging such voluntary promises to the ser-
vant of the living God! Oh that they were not so fcw and
far betwecn !

A READY MIND.
Extracts from a Letter of a Missionary in Newfoundland.

“ We have been shut up for three or four months, and
have had no opportunity of hearing any news, or sending
any correspondence to St. John’s. I hope the ice will soon
break, and I shall have the pleasure of hearing from y~.
In expectation of the boats sailing, I am writing this. "Lhe
winter, though long, and my position most solitary, has
yet been a happy one and a busy one, for in addition to my
usual duties ['have been a schoolmaster for two hours a-day
(the schoolmaster having left.) I am much rewarded for
the excstion by many expressions of gratitude of the people
who remained with us, or, as we say, ¢ stayed onthe room.’
A number of my flock go into the woods in the winter to
cut timber and shoot birds or deer ; their children of course
could not attend. I average fiftcen daily. Mrs. W, taught
the girls knitting, marking, &c. Iam on the best terms
with my people, and I am very thaukful to say that they
atiend scrvice on Sundays, Saints’-days, and week-days,
very well. ‘The full service on Wednesday evening, when
I have been lectmiing on the Prayer-Book, has been as
well attended as the Sunday service. Inthe Sundiy-schoo!
I have some very quick children; on Palm Suuday two
boys learut the whole of the Gospel, with the Collect, and
a Psalm ; the children regularly learn Collect, Gospel, and
Psalm, Ihave had a class of adults on the Sunday cven-
ing, when we have read Exodus, illustrated and explained
with maps, and other books.

“ My Misstonary Mectings have been as successful as T
could well expect, and the duty of subscribing to enable
those * who preach the Guspel to live of the Gospel® is fully
recognised. I liad a meeting in December to arrange the
warming and lighting of the church, as well «s to consult
upon the best means to finsh the building., As wehave
no carpenters, it was agreed that the * haudy™ men should
meet for the impiovement of the church on a given duy to
be named by me. On the 9th, 1uth aud 11th of January
they came, and spent their days maufully, working \cl‘f’
hard, and with the best of feelings. As the work was ail
gratuitous and voluntary, I prepared dinnet for thew cach
day at the parsonage. ‘This done, the churchwardens and
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I consulted about the tower, vestery, and chaacel, which
we desited to add to the present fabiic, and I deemed it
advisable to send to the people in the wouds, Tequesting
them to cut the necessary tiaiber ; this they agreed to do.
Last Monday (Easter Monday) at the usual meeting, the
electing of churchwardens being over, and the accounts
[£13 4s. 8d. 1n amount] passed, I asked, should we enter
upon_the question of the improvement. * By all means,
let’s have a hack atit,’ was the genesal reply ; so I pro-
duced the prans and estimate, and explained them. I asked
who was to do the work. ¢ We willy” was promptl
answered, * Perhaps there will be something too difficult
for you, I suggested. *Oh no, sir.” The builder of the
present church said there were * twenty-eight men in Har-
bour Beaufort able to do anything? Ismiled, and I con-
fess I felt pleased with their simple but hearty zeal.
* Where shall I begin the subscription ? 1 inquired.
¢ Begin with the sun, sir, and go round,’ was suggested,
and so I did begin.  The fish or cash was promised for the
15t of August, the labour for October. I asked how much
labour they would give. + We’ll stick to it till its done,
sir.’  £34 aud labour were promised at the meeting. The
estimates give L£38 without wages, about £100 with,
The feeling was general ; the meeting most unanimous. I
then suggested that the labours of the good Bishop merited
notice, that we were indebted to the Socicty for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel for many blessings, and that we had
never acknowledged their bounty; and spoke upon the
duty of each Church to support its own Clergyman. The
mecting unanimously agreed to an address to the Bishop,
embodying these subjects, which was signed by all present,
and the meeting broke up. The most umted and pleasant
company I ever met.”

SELECTED ARTICLES.

Pa e

STORIES ILLUSTRATIVE OF OUR DUTY TO GOD.

THE NEEDLE CASE,

A STORY OF THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

< Thou shait have none other Gops but me."

¢ My daty tuwards Gop 1s to believe 1a him, to fear him, and to
love bun with all my heart, and with all my mind, and with all my
soul, and with all my strength.””

The names of the two little girls of whom I am now
about to speak, were Mary and Jane Brown. And the
story i intended to show what it is * to have” the one true
Gud, and to peint out the diffurence between having Gad,
and not having God.

Mary and Jane went to a school which was at some
distance fiom their home. They were returning by them-
selves one afternoon, and very pleasant they might have
found it, alung the shady lanes by which they had to pass.
They were quiet loncly lanes, but they Kaew the way well,
aud it was all the more pleasant for being so lonely. “Lhere
was a low style, about half way, and when lht:{y got to it
they sat down on the style, as they often used to do, to
rest themsclves.  Here Jane pulled out of her bag a smull
needle-case, which Mary huew directly belouged to their
school-mistress. It was a red silk necdle-case, with rib~
bons of the same colour to fasten it together, So Ma
ashed her how she came by ii, and Jane told her, that it
was so prctty a thing, and just what she wanted herself,
that she slipped it off the table 1uto het bag when no one
was looking.
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« But,” smd Mary, *¢ it is mistress’s, and dou't you hnow
it is @ very wicked thing to take any thing that does not
belong to us 1? .

“] am sure,” said Jane, ¢ I have not done any harm to
our mistress j she will never miss it, Iam sure; she has
got another, and can never want both.”

“\Well,” said Mary, “perhaps it is notany very great
loss to her, but then it is a wicked thing in God’s sight to
steal at all.  And, dear Jane, you know he secs and knows
every thing we do, both by night and by day.”

Jane did not answer for a moment,—and then sa_id, «]
am certain nobody in the school-reom saw me do it; all
the girls had just knelt up on the form.s when I took it, and
the mistress had turned away for the Prayer-book ; I am
quite positive no one saw me.”

Now, Mary was not much older than Jane, and she avas
not able to suy much to her, only she felt quite certain that
Jane had done a very wicked thing. Mary therefore
remained silent, but she could rot help a few tears relling
down her cheeks, for she wus very sorry for what her
sister had done, and she felt quite afraid for her sake, be-
cause she knew that she had oftended God, and God is
angry with sinners every day. June, too, was silent, and
keptpulling the leaves of the hedge, thiuking how cleverly
she had managed to take the necdle-case, and feeling quite
certain nobody had seen her.

Mary was the first to speak; after a little time she
turned to Jane, and said, “ June, 1 will go all the way back
with you, if you will take this necdle-case back 1o our
mistress, and ask her pardon.”

¢ No, Mary,” said Jane, * L am sure I will never do that.
Nobody saw me, I am positive; aund if I were to go back
and give it to the mistress, it would be the same as telling
her I'stole it; and she would be very angry, and punish
me, and I should be ever afterwards afraid of speaking to
her or seeing her. 1 wwould not be so foolish. I wauld
burn it, rather than do that, which I can eastly do when I
get home, and then it will never be known at all.”

She then put the needle-case into her bag, and got up
hastily, telling her sister they must go home. The two
hitle girls had lost some time at the style, so they made
the best haste they could ; and as they went along, Jane
planned in her own mind that she should tell her mother that
the needle-case had been given to her at school for being
good and attentive ; and she felt sure that Mary would not
be unkind and tell any thing about iL.

They soon reached their cottage, Jane now felt a little
ashamed at the thought of secing her father and mother ;
she could hardly tell why, but it was because they had
often warned her to be trusty and honest. 8o Mary ran in
first, and whomn did she find there but the school-mistress ?
She had gone by a different road, and was there before
them. When Jane heard her voice speaking to Mary as
she ran in, she was so frightened that she trembled all over,
and she knew her face turned very pale. She was afraid
to go in, because she knew she appeared guilty; but,
though hardly able to stand—she trembled so, she ran
round the house, and threw the needle-case among some
dry leaves, under an elder tree, in the corner of the garden,
and sat down a minute to recover herself.  Soon she heard
her mother call her, and she got up, and went into the
house. There she saw DMary’s bag lying emptied out
upon the table, which showed her what the school-mistress
had come about. She was afraid to look towards her
srhool-mistress, but she glanced round to Mary, to try to
find out whether she had told. If Mary had been ques-
tioned, it would have been her duty to have told all the

truth; but, as it was, nothing had been said to her, and she
had told nothing against her sister.  Jane, however, could
not be sure of this, and she felt quite uncertain what was
best for her to do.  She saw that Mary looked very sad,
but she made no sign to her to show what had passed.

Jane’s mother then took her bag from her arm, without
saying anything, and emptied jt, just as Mary’s had been
emplied upon the table; but there was nothing in it but
her work, and her thimble, and her Catechism. So she
turned to the school-mistress and said, * Yousee Iamright;
1 did not believe that my girls would take anything that
did not belong to them ; ‘their father and I often speak to
them aboutit, and I an sure they learn the same at school.”

Jane felt ashappy now as she was fiizhtened before, and
when the school-mistress had very kindly said, how glad
she was to find she had been mistaken, and had wished
them good evening, she laughed and played till bed-time;
though Mary seemed so unusually dull and unhappy, that
her father said when they were kone, I hope Mary has
not really taken the thing the mistress has lost.”

When they were upstairs, Jane kept on playing till she
saw Mary was in bed betore her, and then she forgot to
say her prayers, and jumped iuto bed almost as soon as her
sister.

I willnot now tell you all they whispered together in
bed, nor their dreams, though they were all about the
needle-case—but 1 will pass on to the next duy. It was
Sunday, and both the little girls went to church, as usual,
wiih the rest of the children.

Jane spent, I am sorry to ..y, all the time there in
vlanning what she should do with the needle-case. She
knelt down, and stood up, as the rest of the congregation
did; but she did not in the least attend to what was going
on, because she was scheming in her own mind. It would
be of o use now to szy it was given to her, as she had in-
tended to do. Sometimes she thought she would burn it,
or throw it into the brook, o1 leave it in aditch: and some-
times she thought, if she could hide it among her clothes
for three or four months, she might at length bring it out
and use it as her own. At last she settled in her mind
on quite a different plan; for the fact was, she felt very
much afraid it would be still found out, and then she knew
she would get punished at home and at school, and be dis-
graced before all her school-follows. The plan she fixed
upon, was to take it on Monday with her to school, and to
shp it back, without being seen, into the niistress® basket.
This seemed the safest way, and if there was any thing
wrong in her having taken it, it was, she thought, a far
better way of returning it than the way lher sister proposed
as they sat on the stile, as it would not expose and dis-
grace her,

It took Jane all the time of prayers, aud all the time of
the sermon, to arrange these plans, and it was plain that
she attended very little to any thing beside, beeause her
n:istress had often to look at” her, and remind her how
carclessly she was bebrving.  And how did Mary spead
this time at church? Perhaps she too often found her
thoughts wandering to other things, but then she tried to
check them, and to remerber that she was in God’s holy
house, and had come there to confess her faults and to pray
for God’s blessing. She was careful to keep her place in
the Prayer-book, an she was surprised to find very many
things In the service which seemed as if they exactly
related to the occurrence of the day before.

It was the second morning of the month, and Mary par-
ticularly noticed these verses in the Psalros for the day.
The congregation read, #The Lord is known to execute
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judgment, the ungodly is trapped in the work of his awn | When she went to bed ghe did not remember to thank .
hands.” And the minister added, ¢ The wicked shall be | God fer all his mereses, during the day, and to ask Him,as
turned into hell, and all the people that forget God ™ And | her hgavenly Father, to take care ot her during the night, -
in the next Psahm they read,  The ungodly is so proud that | When her father had tound the needle-case among the
he careth not for God, neither is Gad in all his thoughts.” | leaves, she nied how she might deceave him, but forgot

When the minister read the first Commandment, = Thou i that God could yot be deceived,  When she went to Church,
shalt have none other God Lt me,” (that is, Me thoushalt | «ven thete she had not God i all her thoushts, And when 3
have,) she earnestly prayed, “ I oid have merey upon me, ; she cried and sobbed at school, Lum afaid her sorrow was 1)
and incline my heatt to keep this law.”  Sie destied that | ouly because she was found out, and pumshed, and not 1
she might have God in her mind, that she might always | because she had siuned against the eat and Loly God, on
recollect that he is present  and have him in her heart, that | aceount of which she ought to have readdy submitted to
she might so love and fear him, as to be more unwilling to | any hwwn'iation.  She loke many of the laws of God, but |

offend him than the dearest friend on earth. she Wroke tuem throu :h neglecting the first; because she
It was strange, too, that the clergyman’s sermon sewmed | did not believe in i, amd fear Him, and love Him, with

exactly about the subject that was iu ber mind. It was ¢ all her heart. and with all her mind, and with all Ler soul, )

about recollecting God 3 and the text was, © Lhave set Gad | and with ait her streugth, . )

always before we, for he is on wy vight hand, theiefore I 4 This is the first and great Commandment.” :

shallnot fall.” (Ps. 16.) > I
Monday morning came,~—and Jane, as she had planned, == |

ran down, before goinx to school, to find the needle-case, A CHURCIMAN'S THOUGHTS.

but it was goue.  She thought Mary might have taken it, ——

and ran to ask her, but she had not maved it. and knew ABOUT PRAYER.

nothing about it.  The fact was, their farher had found 1t Prayer is my first act in the worning. It is God who

there that very morning, as he was removimg the dead |
leaves which lay under the clder tree. He had been with
it into the house, and sceing the cluldren m the gavden, he
just now came up to them, brmging the necdle-case in s
hand ; ¢ Do.you know,” he saul, ¢ whom tins belongs to 1

Jane at first denied hnow ing anytinng about it,—whoseat
was, or how it cume to be under the elder tree; but Mary :
told him it was really the thung therr nustress had lost.

has kept me and mine through the night 5 who has given
me another day in which to prepae for heaven, It is
God who gives me the air I breathe, the food I eat, the
clothes I put on; who bestows upon me health and |
strength, in whom “I live, and move, und have my
being.” ow can I, then, gu forth in the morning with-
out kneeling down to bless my Geod for past mercies, to

Then be questioned them buth very closely, and soon ‘l ask his continual help, aud to pray for his grace upsn my
discovered that it was Jaue who had taken it, and that she , PO sinful soul ? 1 think that wasa good saying of
had hid it to avoid being detected on Saterday mght. , Gusavus, king of Swedeo, when in the presence of his

Their fathet was an houest wan, and 1t pamed hun very | 8wy he first leapt frum the ship, and hueeling down |
rach, that his little daughter should have been s wicked, . WPeD the shore, thanked God fur a safe voyage, remark-
But he resolved to do all he could to make amends, aud - 108 to 2 geaeral who stood by * Believe me, my friend,
with a sorrow ful heart Le went with them to sclivol befure ; 1¢ Who has said his prayers well, has dope the best half
he went to work. of his day’s work.”

They were rather Jate when they reached the school; ,  Bat, in trath,what can I expeet withowt prayer ? Satan
the children were all assembled, and the mistress was | is seching to o+ rwhelm my soul with temptation—Iwill,
making inquiries whether any one had scen the thing she ; then, go to Christ, who is stronger than he.  The world

had missed. It was just then thar Mary and Jane came in - and worldly business would fain lude neaven from my
with their father, and before the whole school Jane was  thoughts—I will, then, ask for the IHoly Ghost to en-
obligcd to confess that sh~ had taken it and hidit. Iler lighten my cyes, and give me thoughts of Christ, even in
father told the mistress how grieved e was, and hoped  my daily work  Yea, and my own evil nature continu-
she might be punished as she deserved. ally draws me ¢own to carelessness and sin—shall I not,
Jaue felt the disgrare very much; she cried and sobbed * then, duily plead my eause with my Father in heaven,
all the ime that the mistiess was speal ing to her and the . who, as e has begun a good work in me, will, if I be
rest of the children about the <n of stealing and iying, and - true to myself, “ never leave me nov forsake me 27
also when she wos kept back after school wasover. She | Prayer, too, is my last act at n'ght. [ look back upon
was vexed and angry with herse!s tor what <he had done, | the day, and 'see much that is wrong, 1 confess all or
and it was a very long tiue be re she could feel happy | my knees in the soul searching presence of Gnd. 1
among the children, or could look up, without biing . know that sin unpardoned ** bringeth forth death™ I |4
:1511:3:11«(!, at the mistress, . .. 1ask, therefore, that my -puilt ma be done away in my |
4\"0\\', we ay learn from this story of Jane, what itis * Saviow’s blood. I know my weakness, and ask for a
to cisobey the fivst Corntnandwent.  Jane wasa little gitl . gtpg,... . solution to serve wy God.  Iawm in the midst of
whao actad throughont, just as it she had no Godo Tn one | gynoers, but I comriend myself to IFim who is the sure
sense, she i the e frue God; for, if you hadasked ber, | gefenes of his peeple. Tmay die before the merning,
she would bave told vou. she huvew el theve wasa God § 1 bt it Yami called away, Task to be received into heaven
—but though she heod Got i boe krowle Lees we see thit | gor Jeosus Christ's sake. ’
she had Him uot in her thonghits, and in her heart,  Wlen o . -
she thought of being found ont, she was alr .id ef being ABOLT MY BIBLE.
punished and diszraced at school, andeivadiug her teacler, | If Thad been teld that there wae v, some place many |4
and being caiivd & thiefj she was not alviud of God's find- huadred miles off, guarded with the greatest care, and
ing her out, and offending Him, an! biiug punished by | loched up in the safest treasure-honse, a book, written
Him.  Vhen she took the necdle-case, she thous!t whether | under the imwaediate direction of Aimighty God Ihm-
her schoal-fellows or her mistress saw her j ii did not core | self, Tam sure [ would wish to know something of what
into her mind tk. God saw her. was int ok.  And if Ihad been further :old, that
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this Book contained an account of the manner in which
God had deait with his people from the very beginning
of the world : that all that God has taught his people
was written down in this book, all his threatenings, all
his promises, yea, the sayings and sufterings of Jesus
Christ, God’s only begotten Son ; that there wus recorded
the first teaching of Christ's apostles to Christ’s redeemed
children ; that there was to be found the very mind of
Christ concerning his Church and people. how he would
have them to think, and feel, and speak, and act ;—if
there were a Book, and but one Book in all the world,
with this heavenly teaching in it, how anxiously would I
desire to get but a glimpse of this spiritual treasure ; how
should I rejuice if I might be admitted to look over the
heave‘nly pages, and to examine for myself the Word of
God !

Arndyet how strange, that, when I have this very
Book, my Bible, in my own house,--this Book, which
“ holy men of old speke as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost,”—how strange that I should prize it so little in
comparison with what I ought ¢p do !

But what is my Bible ?-—the very charter of my salva-
tion ; the very foundation of my hopes; the very safe-
guard of my faith ; the very well out which Imay draw
the water of life. If 1 aain error, I have here truth to
correct me ; if Lam in darkness, I have here light to
guide me ; if I am sinning, I have here God's threaten-
ings to alarm me ; if I am living for this world only, 1
have here eternity opened before me ; if [am in trouble,
Thave here God’s prowmises, sealed by the blood of Christ
to comfort me.

But the Bible is a difficult book ; yea, because it is
spoken by the all-wise Gud to iguorant sinners ; because
itis so seldom read, and thercfore is a strange book—
because we set out by thinking we must understand every
thing ; because we do not try to get mure ncquaintance
with God by doing his will ; because our hearts are
bound down to this world, and therefure we do not care
for what we read; becawse a spiritual understanding and a
velieving heart are not earnestly prayed for when we read.

By God’s help, then, I will do this ; I will read every
day some portion of the Bible, a chapter of the Old Tes-
tament, and one o” the New, if possible ; if not, one
chapter at least. [ will ,ray that God's Holy Spirit will
“ open my eyes to see the wondrous things of hus law.”—
I will try to aet up to my koowledge ; and if [ still find
dificulties, as I must expect to do, 1 will ask my eclergy-
mn, who has studied ;God’s Word, to explain them to
rra It will e a comfort and help to me to know from
him how the great budy of Christ’s Church have always
widerstow . the difficult parts of Seripture ; for faithfnl
and wise, and holy Christians, who have read and prayed
and lived better than myself, are likely to know the real
meaning of God's Word better than I do.. Atleast, I
will pray for a meck and teachable temper ; for I shall be
most likely to find true wisdom by not © leaning to my
own understanding.” However, about my Bible, I re-
member the sayiug of Christ, ¢ The Word that '] have
spoken, the same shall judge him at the last day ;" and
that of the Psalmist, “ The entrance of Thy Word giveth
light, it giveth understanding to the simple.”

ABOUT MY CHURCH.
It is a blessed thing to go to church.

The members of my family, after praying to God by
themselves, meet together in my house every day for fa-
mily worship ; but at church, the families of the parish,
who have in their different houseliolds sought God during

the week, meet together on the Lord’s day as one great
family. Yes, nnd this family, thus meeting together in
the church, is but a small part of that still greater family
who, of every kindred, nation, and language, own Jesus
as Lord aund God,

It is a solemn thing to go to church,

As I enter the chureh-yard, the very dust T walk over
is mingled with the remains of ny forefathers in the flesh,
who are here waiting till the tiumpet of the Archangel
shall awaken them. ~ As I enter the walls of the church,
1 think that thousands and thousands have been here he-
fore me, confessing their sins and obtaining pardon, sk
ing for grace and receiving it, listening to the word of
God and getting light and comfort to their souls ; and
then I think both they and I must answer one day to
God for the solemn hours we have spent in church,

It is a needful thing to go Lo church.

The clergyman praying is a mirister of Christ, not
praying instead of me, but leading we and the rest of the
congregation to pray for ourselves. I follow, them, witn
my prayer-book, trying to pray in wy heart as the mi-
nister says the words, giving my whole mind to the ser-
vice ; joining in1t with my voiceas well as my mind ;
remembering that the principal object of our coming
together is, that we confess our sins together, and praise
God together, any pray together.

1t1s a good thing to go to church.

The clergyman preaching is Christ’s ambassador,
asking me in Christ's name to be ** reconciled to God.”?
1 do not allow myscif to think whether [ like his manner
or not. I dare not find fault with what I do not under-
stand in his sermon. I try to sit as a learner, remember-
ing that though otlicr preachers may be more pleasing to
the ear or more plain to the understanding, or more
clever in what they say, yet that the clergyman of my
parish is he who is set over me in the Lord, whom God
in his providence has sent to preach to my soul.

# CONTENTMENT.?

Some of my young readers wul think that, to look upon
a contented spirit, they must needs cast their eyes to some
of the good things of this life, or, at any rate, to a com~
fortable English fire-side, where you may ¢ close the cur-
taius, and wheel the sofa round.”> " No! I'havescenit ina
happy countenance in a poor-house. I remember a poor
cripple so greaily afilicted, that he could not leave his bed,
and was not able to feed hitself. Think, my children,
(you who are surrounded with comfoits,) of a dingy-look-
ing eariet, two or thice baie bedsteads, old bcucf;es, the
window high up, with just the sky visible, » scanty cover-
ing and pitiful-ivoking fire. Such was this poor man’s
“ fiome.” 1| remarked to him, “ You must find it dull
here 1 No,” he iustantly replied; ¢ the bird sings to
me,”* casting up his eyes toa canary. And another time I
was speaking about his infirmi‘tes, and said, ke would be
happy some day. “Yes,” he replied with a peaceful and
rheerful look, ¥ inere are no eripples in heaven.? A little
box at his bedside was his library, containing his treasure
—a DBible. Ile was very fond of reading, and had several
gowl books.  In this humble follower of Christ you see the
power of religion.  What a wretched life would poor H.’s.
have been in his cheeiless room, unless it had been bright-
ened up by the # Sun of Righteousness, giving him assur-
ance that *“where I am, there will ye be also.” (John
Xiv.3.)
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TIHTE PITCHER PLANT.

Let him who is disposed to ovserve the works of crea-
tion, with a reference to their utility, examine the Canadian
birch-wort, which carries at its hase two concave leaves;
or let him notice that cach leat of the TWandria, or wild
Eine of the West Indies, is furnished near the stalk with a

ollow basket, containing from half a pint to a quart of
water; and should he feel disposed to say, ¢Surely these
plants grow in a land where water is scarce, the air must
be sultry, and the country a parched one,’—his conjecture
would be perfectly right. Bitrch-worts grow in the Cana-
dian marshes, which become dry during the hot months ;
their concave leaves receive and retain, for a long time, the
showers that fall occasionally, and also the heavy night
dews., ‘They are, consequently, very important to birds,
small quadrupeds, and insects, which are thus provided
with plentiful supplies of pure and wholesome water, in
places where it can rarely be obtained.—*¢ Thou openest
thy hand, and fillest all things living with plenteousness.”
(Ps. exlv. 16.) The habitation of the wild pine 5 similarly
parched, for 1t abounds in the most sultry portions of the
West Indies. Some kinds of aloes, also cotnmon to parched
regions, secrete such a quantity of water in their cup-
shaped leaves as to afford a grateful refreshment for thirsty
travellers,

But the Vepenthes Distillatoria or Pitcher Plant, de-
serves especial notice. It abounds in those stony and arid
parts of Java, from wkich small birds and guadrupeds must
migrate in search of water, were it not for this remnarkable
vegetable production. ‘The traveller who passes through
those sultry regions is frequently attracted by its singular
appearance, and the number of birds that fly in and out
among the branches. O.. drawing near, he observes a
small pitcher-shaped bag at the foot-stalk of each leaf,
with a neatly fitted lid, having a kind of hinge that passes
over the handle of the pitcher, and connects itwith the
leaf. This hinge is a strong fibre which contracts in
showery weather, or when the dew falls. Numerous small
goblets” filled with sweet fresh water are thus held forth,
and yield a refiashing draught to such small animals as
climb the branches, and to a variety . * winged creatures.
They haar the pattering of the heavy drops while sheltered
in their hiding places, and when the rain is sufficiently
abated, forth they come, and refresh themselves at every
open cup. It is delightful to see them thus employed, and
the Pitcher Plant is sometimes almost covered with these
thirsty creatures ; some drinking eagerly, others Jifting up
their little bills between each sip, as if grateful for the re-
freshing supply. But no sooner has the cloud passed by
and the warm sun shone forth, than the heated fibres begin
to expand, and close the goblets so firmly as even to pre-
vent evaporation. This is a beautiful and prospective con-
trivance. The quadruped, bird, or insect, ias had sufficient
time to quench its thirst, for the heavens do not imme-
diately become clear, and when the gobletis filled with
dew some time must necessarily elapse before the warmth
of the sunisfelt. But the plant also reqnires nourishment
rain-drops soon trickle from the arid place in which it
grows, and nightly dews are insuffictent to refresh the
sloping bank whereon the Pitcher Plant has sprung to life.
The pitchers, therefore, are essential to its own preserva~
tion, and a sufficient quantity of fluid is retained by the
gradual closing of the lid. But, then, lest any poor thirsty
creature should arrive late, or remain unsatisfied in the
crowd, such pitchers as are concealed among the branches
remain open much longer. Not merely two, nor three, nor
yet ten large pitchers are assigned to cach plant, but every

Jeaf-stalk has its own. Thence each leaf receives an ade-
quate supply of moisture, through tubes that communicate,
like syphons, with jts subsorbing vessels.

There is, perhaps, threughout the vegetable kingdom,
scarcely a single instance in which such u wondertul
adaptation of one part to another, or of one vegetable to
the animals that surround it, is more clearly evinced than
in the wonderous Pitcher Plant of tropical regions.

How nlcely made 3
Iow beautifid the adaption of cach pait
To some pecular purpose.  Grateful birds,
Small animals, and insects of all hues,
Thetr coats bedropt with gold, rejoicing, quench
Thelr thirst within those cups, DMore wonmlrous still,
The countless tube-like syphans, fitly plac'd,
Diffusing freshness thisugh that gracious plant,
Sct by fts MaKer in a thiraty soil
To bless wayfaring creatures.

SOME TALES FOR LITTLE CHILDREN.

Most little children like to hear somhething about those
1 of their own age, and I think what I am now going to tell
* you will give you pleasure, and, I hope, do you good. It
! is about Charles, a dear little boy, whosessilky hair was so
I lizht, that he used to call it his *silver hair,” and whose

light clear blue eyes were full of playfulness and geod
i humour. He was blessed with a kind mother, whotaught
¢ him to love and pray to God, not only at night and mom-
! ing, but at other times. And often, when feeling himself
| getangry, or in any way doing wrong, he would siroke
. himsell down and say, *“ Get down, proud stomach!” This
' he would say several times.  But often he would do some-
t thing better. He would run to a part of the room where
| he could be alone, and yet rot alone; for there he would
i stand or sometimes kneel, in prayer to the great God wno
is ever present with us, and ask to have his ¢ pride” or
naughtiness taken away. And he never prayed in vain.
For Jesus is the friend of sinners, and will turn none empty
away. He will always give the Holy Spirit to those <who
ask believing that (aey shall receive. And that Holv and
blessed Sparit, who is also called the Holy Ghost the
Comforter, will put good thoughts into their hearts, and
teach them to do the thing thatis right, Dear children, do
you not often feel anger, or pride, or peevishness, or
Jealousy within you? Oh, then, do not rest till you have
prayed to your heavenly Father to forgive you for the sake
of hisdear Son, Jesus Christ.

ANOTHER ANECDOTE ABOUT LITTLE
CHARLES.

Some years ago, I lived near my little friend, and can
therefore tell you another little story about him. Charles?
mother, as I have told you, was a true Christian, therefore
she brought up her child in the fear and love of God. But
as he was a very young child, he was sometimes afraid of
being left alone in a Jarge house and in the dark. Forhis
mamma was often obhged 1o leave him before his nurse
took her place in the room. Now it happencd some nights
that this dear child awoke after a short sieep, and, it he
heard his mamma’s fuotsteps, he waould call to her,and
bew him to give her some verse from the Bible to think
about, to keep him, as he said, “from being afraid inthe
dark.”  And he wouldask her to tell him something ¢¢ about
God’s care of us in the night.” Such as the following
were sure to give him pleasure and enable him to «* sleep
on” without further fear :—« 1 have remembered thy name,
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O Lord, in the night” (Psalm cxix. 55) ¢He that
keepeth thee will not slumber.”?  (Psalm exxi. 3,) *The
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, he shall preserve
thy soul # (Psalms exxi. 7.) My meditation of Him
shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord?  (Psalm civ.
31,) “'Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night.>’
(Psalm xci. 5.)  “I will both lay me down in peace and
sleep: for thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safmy.”
(Psalmiv. 8) ¢ Thou compasseth my path,and my lying
down, and art acquainted with all my ways.” (Psalm
exxxix. 3.) ¢ Thou art near, O Lord, and all thy com-
mandments are true.” (Psalm exix. 151.)

THE INATTENTIVE CLASS.

(Prov. vi. 12—15.)

It is Sunday morming . the Sunday school teacher is at
his post. He has been busy all the week with his
daily duties, and if he thought only of his own plea-
sure, he would like to make Sunday aday of rest and quiet
reading in his own home. But he remembers Jesus did
not think of himself, but spent his whole days for the good
of others, so that he had no time even to eat bread. There~
fore the teacher rose early this Sabbath morning—he has
already been earnestly asking God to bless the dear boys
he is going to teach—he has been reading over their chap-
ter before hand, that he may think of some nice lesson
from it that they can understand and remember, and now,
as soon a5 the school bell rings, he is ready for the class.

And the boys for whom he is taking so much pains,
surely they are at least thankful to him for his trouble.—
It is all for their good. ‘They will surely do their utmost
to learn. Some of them are dull ; he will not mind that.
But surely none of them will be inattentive, much less rude
to so kind a friend.

Indeed I wish it were 50, but look at them, you will be
puzzled what they have come to school for, certainly they
have no mind to learn anything. Did you see how Tom
Jones was laughing justnow? It was John Field who,
while the teacher’s face was turned the other way, winked
so absurdly at him that he could not stard it, and now the
titter has spread all down that side of the ciass. The
teacher has just quitted them, when there is a disturbance
at his leit hand: James Robinson has been pushing his
neighbour with his feet, to try and gain his atlention, and
now they are whisFering and nodding. Much the better
they are for their lesson! Butdo you sec that tall bold
lad, George Somers, he is mocking his teacher, pointing at
him with his finger, and trying to make all the little ones
round him laugh, and they think him a very fine fellow.—
At last the hour is over. The weary teacher feels sad and
disheartened. If he had not learnt of his Saviour to be

atient and persevering, ke would seon throw up histhank-
ess task. And where are the giddy bo?'s 1 Do you nat
hear them shouting across the green, only too lad to be
free for some more noisy and boisterous tun. They will
trouble themselves no more about the school hour.

Something was going on, however during that hour, of
which they little thought. The great God lad lis eye
fixed upon them. He noticed every mischievous wink,
every rude laugh, every bold pushand_puil. He noticed
them, and He has written all down in His dreadful book,
which will one day be opened, that the sins of obstinate
sinners may be read out of it. Ifaloud voice from heaven
sounding like thunder, had Jecn heard that morning, gcll-
ing those bad boys, how angry God was with their wink-
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T have a message from God for such careless boys,—it is
as ruly God’s voice, asif it sornded in their ears loud as
thunder,—for it is written in Gail’s book, the Bible. They
do not know thare is an account m the Bible, of how they
have behaved at their class, but they shall hear the verses
for themselves,

“ A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a
froward mouth, he winketh with his eyes, he speaketh
with his feet, he teacheth with lis fingers ; frowardness is
in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually, ke soweth
discord. Therefore shall his calamity come -uddenly,
suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.”—Prov. vi.
12—15.

Thoughtless, inatten'ive boys, do take this solemn war-
ning to heart. You have so of.en bren careless at school
and at church, and no harm has secmed to come of it, that
now you think it is no matter. Remember this 1s as God
has said it would be, the naughty person, the wicked man,
goeson * winking with his eyes. sowing discord, devising
mischief,? and then just when he thinks all is safe, * sud-
denly his_calamity cometh.” Yes, some days when you
think all is going on as vsual, when yoususpect no ¢anger-
then God may send scme sudden sickness which will at
once lay you low, some terrible accider.t which may cut
you off ina moment. *Suddenly you would be broken,
and oh ! how awful those last words are, « without re-
medy.” When a sinner is cut off in his sins, there is no
more 1emedy for him, the voice of hope and mercy sounds
not in hell, he is in pain and misery wher. no hope or
mercy ever comes. How welcome then, the voice of the
Sunday-school teacher would be, telling ol Jesu’s love,
telling that Jesus was willing and waiting to save, but it
shall never be heard in that dark place.

My dear boys, none of you are yet * without ren dy.?
The rudest, most inattentive boy may now give up his
evil ways, and turn to Jesus. He will find it at first very
hard to fix his attention, his old bad habits will come back
upon him again and again. But if he really wishes to
amend, Jesus is willing not only to forgive all the past sing
and wipe the tale of them out of God’s book, but to help
them to do better. Then the Sunday-school hour that he
now finds so tiresome will be pleasant and interesting to
him. For it will be sweet to learn more about Jesus whom
he loves. May this be the happy case with .y inattentive
boy who has read thee lines !

MUCH IN LITTLE.

Tloil is always well repaid 1.y the comfort of rest, and
the pleasure of having done something.

Those who have nothing to do are strangers "o many
of the sweetest pleasures of life,

Prosperity and comfert in this world would pull upon
the taste, and bhecome aimost wearisome. if there were na
interruptions : tronbles are followed by joys, which with-
out them we could not kuow.

Perbaps there have heen as maoy rich men living in
sin and luxury, whe have enviced the condition of a laboor.
ing peasant, as pour men who were envious of the rich,

The darkest lot is it up by many bright rays of com-
fort: the heaviest hour is t5 the Christian a forerunner of
approaching peace and joy.

As the arm is strengthened by constant exereise, if it
be not ton much for it to bear, so is spiritial juy increased

ing, pushing, and mocking, it would have frightened them. | by triumphing over difficultics su-l sorrows.
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SUNDAY-SCIIOOL INTELLIGENCE.

O N L O N T v

ST. GEORGE’S, TORONTO.

In the early part of the present year a benevolent indivi-
dral of this ¢ity, Mr. J. 1. Pell, presented a handsomely
bound reference Bible te dic superintendants of cach of the
twelve Sunday-schools in this city, to be adjudged to the
author, being a pupil in the same, of the best E-say on the
subject of Clvisfiun Benevolence,  Fourteen Essays were
sent in for adjudication by the pupils of St. George’s Sunday-
school, and on Sunday the JAth of May, the judges, (Capt.
Lefroy, the Rev. Garret Negent, ad John Arnold, Esq.,)
declared the one vve give below v be that most deserving
of the prize ; recommeunding, at the same time, that re-
wards, however small. should be given to cach competi-
tor in token of the =ratification they experienced on read-
ing so many excellent essays. Next Sunday the prizes
were delivered to the respective writers, accompanied, in
each case, by a few apptopiiate temarks from the Incun-
Lent of the Church, the Rev. Dr. Lett, and the following
essay, adjudged to be the best, writter by Heury Coates,
was read in the presence of the assembled school.

The example set by the donor, will, we trast, be fol-
lowed by others and fo the meaus, under God, of opening
and extending a new feature in this country inour Sunday-
schonl annals, caleulated to effeet much good, and perhaps
to elicit many a spark of genius, which might long, or for
ever remain dormant or unknown:—

PRIZE ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE—BY HENRY
COATES, AGED TWELVE.
Motto.— The Fruit of the Spirit is Love.”

, Christian benevolence is an active principle, and rests
not in saying, * be ye warmed and be ye filled,” butit
goes about secking whom it may relieve—what human
misery it nsay alleviate—what wanderers 1t may reclaim
from the paths of sin and folly—what prodigal it may urge
to arise and go to his Father—what sheep that has erred
and strayed it may lead back to the bosom of the Good
Shepherd—what tender lamb it may win to the fold of
Chust § in short, Christian benevolence is a delight in the
happiness of others. A person possessed of this principle
will sacrifice his ownadvantages, wishes and enjoyments,
to promote the interests of his fellow-creatures.  The pro-
per character of Christian benevoleuce ix, to do good as it
has opportunity ; Christian benevolence is the sum and
substance of Chiristian religion ; but we should not suppose
that every cheerful communication of benefits merits the
name of Chostian beuevolence. Tersons often merely
form love of display. or to get rid of the importunate ap-
plications of th? needy, or fiom a naturally kind disposi-
tion, or because they have teen taught the duty of giving,
¢or from a desire to be praised tir theiv liberality, ¢ freely
give 1’ but this the Scriptures clearly assures us does not
~onstitute Christian benevolence 3 for the Apostle Paul
expressly says, he may bestow all his goods to feed the
poor, and give his body to be burnc., and yet not have
charity. All acts of real benevolence are performed from
a sense of duty, and w.th an inteation to obey God in the
performance of them.  “Lhe Being with whom we have to
do looks to the heatt, and not to the value of the outward
act, for the Seiipture say. that * a man will be accepted
according ta that he hath, and not according to that he
hath not 3” it is well for us that it is so, as few arc blessed
with the means or capalilities ol doing great actions, but
all can do something to show their love for that gracious
Saviour who coudescends to receivethe cup of cold water

given in His name. It seems to me that sending the Gos-
pel to the heathen is the noblest effort of Christian bene-
volence. How much greater dignity rests upon the me-
mory of the poor cobbler, who, working at his humble
trade for his daily bread, first projected the evangelizing of
the heathen, than on the memories of those men whose
fame is written in blood. The excellent Wilberforce, him-
self a true philanthropist says of this same individual—
«1 do not kiow a finer instance of the moral sublime than
that a poor cobbler, working at his stall, should have con-
ceived the idea of converting the heathen, yet such was
Dr. Carey. Milton planning Paradise Lost in his old age
and blindness, was nothing to that poor cobbler.” If
Christian benevolence were universal, how different this
world would be ; there would then be no impatience, no
unkindness, no envy, no boasting, no vain self-conceit, no
appeaiance of evil, no selfishness, no hasty anger, no evil
thinking, no rejoicing at the failings and misfortunes of
others, but a contented, hopeful, believing, rejoicing conti-
nuance m well-doing.  Each of us knows how difficult of
attainment and how contrary to our natural minds and
hearts is ¢ that most excellent gift of charity 3 how ne-
cessary then, the beautitul praycer of our Church, that God
would pour it into our bearts, and thus form in us a state
of mind of which He is Himself the brightest example.—
Benevolence is the essence, the sum of His being and
chatacter. How largely is this shewn even by the bles-
sings of His providence. ¢ Our health, food, and raiment,
are means of enjoyment to us daily throughout our lives ;
our friends and connexions also continually and extensively
contribute to our happiness. The pleasantness of seasons,
the beauty and grandeur of the earth and the heavens ; the
varions kinds of agreeable sounds ever fluctnating upon
our ear ; the immensely various and delightiul uses of lan-
guage ; the interchanges of thougkt and affections ; the
peace and safety afforded by the institution of government;
the power and agiecablencss of motion and activity ; the
benefit and comfort afforded by the arts and sciences, par-
ticularly by those of writing, printing, and nnmbering,and
the continual gratification found in employment, are all in
a sense daily and hourly sources of good to man ; all fur-
nished either directly or indirectly by the hand of God.»—
« O that men would therefore praise the Lord for his good-
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men $?

~

ERRATA.

The 10th verse of © The Dusty Bible,”” which ap-
peared in the April number. read thus :—

Tears swelled the widow?s ¢ heart® at night,
SiHhy
Tears bathed ¢ Lier » when she woke.

It ought to be—

Tears swelled the widow’s ¢ eyes,” &e.,
Tears bathed ¢ them”? &Lc.

Moxkys RECEIvED, on account of the Yeung Church-
mun since last publication—Rev. A. L. Stepenson, 5s. 3
F. Holman, 2s. 6d. ; Miss Logan, 2s, 6d.; Wm. Graveley,
2g, 6d.; DMrs. Allan, 2s. 6d.; Miss Boswell, 2s. 6d.; Miss
Gillard, 2. 6d.
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