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NOTES AND QUERIES,

BYG. V. G.

#8ir Charles Dilkes has nt least sotone good
example to his countrymen, not only by
gotting wmarried, but also by getting married
without any nuptinl pomp and circum.
stance. Ho walked quietly to church from
one quarter, and tho lady from another. He
made no long wedding tour, nud was punc-
tually in tho House of Commons on the
openingnight."

Wo do not agreo with the conclusions of
tho Church Herald, from whose columns the
above is an extract, but think that Sir
Charles Dilke has, in his ostentation of
simplicity proved himself to ba the snob we
have long deemed him to be.

Wo are also purprised that a newspaper of
the Churck Herald'e supposed conven.
tional knowledge, should speak of the ap.
proaching marriage of tho Marquis of Bute
to tho daughter of “ Lord Howard.”! Cana,
dian journals generally, indeed, scem to bo
as incorrect, or asill-informed on these littlo
matters, as American sheets, and half of
them scem to require the information thata
title without a Christian name belongs only
¢ & peer, or by, courlesy only, to the cld.
est son of a peor using his father's second, or
other title, as a courtesy title. In tho pro-
sent case we beliovo the nobleman in ques-
tion is *Lord Edward HMoward.! In the
samo way we used constantly to sco ¥ Lord
Cecil,” ginstead of “Lord Adalbert® (or
whatever his name was) ¢ Cecil,”’ figuring in
the Toronto newspapers, at tho time that
visionary gentleman was attracting public

notico by his eccentricities,

Theo illustrations to tho * Riflo Exercises ™
1870, afford us somo idea of what we sup
pose to be_ the new Infantry and Rifle Packs,
But, 50 far as we know, the Canadian Army
officer is in possession of no [ull description
thercof. Would the Voruxreer Review if
in its power, obligo some of its readers by
full and accurato information. Itis observ
ablo that thore scems to ba a difference in
tho pumber and arrangement of pouches
and belts between the figures intended res-
poctively as dolinoation of linesmen and
tifles.

Speaking of belts and pouches, might not
areform for which the soldier, both of the

English and the Canadian Armies, would
owe an cternnl dobt of gratitude to its ori.
ginator, lio withln the powers of initiation of
tho gallant officer at the head of the Cana-
dian Force?

Would jt not ben groat thing to be the
abolisher of pipeclay, and to origiuate the
substitution of brown bells?

‘The lines ot white glitter also, which
would vring Rifle officers in acticn into dis
agreeablo and wunnecessary prominence,
might be very advantageously modified by
the adoption of bronzo belt ornaments and
scabbards in lieu of silver and steel.

FROM MONTREAL.

{BY OUR OWN CORRESI'ONDENT.]}

The Princo of Wales' Rifles have formed a
Rifle Association, The following officers are
elected. Colonel F. Bond, President ; Mojor
Robinson, Vice-President; Lieut. Mudge,
Sec. Treas. ; Sergeant. Porteons, Assistant
do; Committeo—Captain Bond, Capt, Mil.
loy, Surgt. Major Johoson, Sergt.-Mejor
Baillio; Sergts. Quinn, Stewart, Batchelor,
Coporal Hill and Pte. Morrison. The asso-
ciation propose offering sceveral valuable
prizes for competition during the ensuing
season.

The Princo of Wales' Rifles havo lately
lost a very efficient officer by the death of
Capt. Robinson. His remains were intered
with the usual military honors.

The officers of the Richmond Councy Rifle
Association elected for 1872-3 are

President: Col. Hanning, Danrille.

Vico Presidents: Liout..Col. King, Shuer-
broke ; Major Williamson, Kingsbury.

Secrotary : Captain Mairs, Melbourne.

Aembers of tho Council: John . Graham
Richmond, William Beattie, Melbourno;
J. Y. Goodhue, Danvillo; Timothy Leet,
Danville ; Capt. Watts, Drummondvitle ; and
the officers of the 54th Battalion.

From Toronto comes the news that the
annual drillof the district 1s to be at Nia.
gara this year, from this Iinfer we are also
to go into camp.at Laprairie.

Col Martin of the * Hochelegas' has ro-
turned from England.

B.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the VoLuxteen Ravitw,

Sie.~In your issue of the 13¥th March,
you represent mno as saying that in Nova
Scotia, under our old Militin systern wo had
300 (threo hundred) well trained officers and
the same number of sergeants. What I
really said and what we really had wag 3000
officers (threo thousand) officers andg the
same number of sergeants, my special point
being ** that in addition {o a trained reserve
of 50,000 men nvailable at o moments notice
comnletely organised ; we had 6000 trained
and uniformed men, all armad with rifles,
and all trained instructors as well,’” a posi.
tion in which we were, in my opinion, very
far ahead of the present system which gives
us less than 4000 men under arms, with no
trained reservo whatever,

Yours,
Nova Scorts.

April 15th, 1872,

e~ =
REVIEWS,

With the promptitude which so eminently
distingnishes * The Leonatd Scott Publish.
ing Company,™ we have Blackicood for April
on our table at this early period of the
month.

The curient, number contains :—The
Maid of Skea, Part 1X; A century of Great
Poets; French llome Life; A Truo Reform.
er, Part II; Now Books; The Ministers,
the Parliament and the Country.

Tho New Dominion Monthly for May is full
of intoresting urlicles, it has tiwo wood cuts,
ono of Iloraco Greely, tho other of Guis.
epper Maggim the Italian Revolutionist.

‘The Phrenological Journal ¢nd Life Nlus.
graled for May has been received and is full
of interesting articles:

Edwin James, the celebrated English law-
yer of New York, said in a lecture Wednes-
day night: After eloven years' residenco in
America, he was led to believe thero wero
more Monarchists in that country than there
were Republicans in England.

Ono hundred and seventy yearsago tho
first daily papor in England was published.
Its nameo was the Daily Courant, the pub-
lisher was one Elizaboth Mallet, and tle
first number appeared in February 1702
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Tur Whig-radical Government of Eng
land ias their zeal for Army and Navy reor-
ganization and in tho effort, as the Broad
Arrow phrases it, to climinate the Zory
principlo, from tho services—havo so far
succeeded in throwing both into inektricable
confusion.

Under their regimo sailors justoad of
Leing taught to ge aloft to hand topsails
wero drilled to form squares, t6 receeive
cavalry, and as a consequonce tho disasters
are more numerous than could be reckoned
during a smart war under tho old manage-
ment.

When scamon are more expert at hand-
ling arifle, and in the manual and platoon
exercise than launching a beat in a sen-way
such accidents as that occurring on board
the Ariadne may bo looked for ns a regular
occurrence,

Wohavo heard of and seen a seamun fall
from tho fore topsail yard ina heavy gale,
but he was first beat senseless with the
slack of the fore topsail, the hallinrds having
been carried away, now n-days they havo
improved on that practice, and will full from
the main top cross trees being probably too
well drilled as infantry fo have much activi-
tyin hanging on toa lift or brace. We
should net wonder toshear of cavalry man-
oouvres being next taught and Jack turned
into a veritablo lorsec marine bofore Mr.
Goschen i3 done with improving the Naral
administration.

The climax of absurdity has however Leen
reached in another direction, and in nono
mors fatal if possible to the futuro of the
British Navy, for it appears that the arma-
ment of the fleet had been handedover to a
board of Artillery officers wiilino less a per
sonege than that universal genius tho great
Sir Henry Storks at its head, a man whose
qualifications fit him equally for pacifying
rebellious niggers in Jamacis, coinmanding
the Army, inventing controul, manmng and
arming the Navy, and making equa' impar-
tinl and disastrous failures in oa:h and
every operation in which he hus leen en
gnged.

The Droad Arrow, if nol a vey active
friend of the Whig-radicals is at lcast nota
foc, treats the question of Naval armameut
in its issue of 9th Marchas iollows :—

*We understand that the 6} ton naval
guns aro at the present moment ordered to
Ve turned Qown to 4}-tons, to meet tho
want or supposed want, of tho Navy for
guas of this weight. The waste iuvolved in
this proceeding is obvious, for the 43-ton
gun could be made at half the cost for
which the 62 ton guns were manufactured,
‘Thera aro about T00 of these gunms, the
whole provided with costly iron carriages,
which must also be sacrificed if the turmng.
down process is continued ; or, are we to be-
lieve, that it is intended to replace the guns
turned down by new 6} ton ganst”

On the 16th Broad drrow says.

*Webhave reason to believe that it is the
inlention of the Government to instituto an
inquiry into tho present system of rifling
naval guns, which aro now so frequently in.
jured by their own projectiles as to quggesto

geava doubt whother it is adyisable Lo con+
tinue the use of studs to givorotation, The
Intest instanco of failure is that of tho guns
of tho Royal Oak, one of which was injured
by the breaking up of a Palliser shot, and
anothor by tho premafure bursting of a
shell. Theso accidents, following tho disas-
ters to the guns of the Hercules and the
Dellerophon nud the recont splitting of the
tubo of the 35-ton gun, havo caused aqrious
apprehensions to bo enterlained as {0 tha en

Quranco df our guns were it unfortunately:
necessary to use them in actual warfaro,”

On tho 23rd ult: N

“The question wo raised lust week, as to
the cutting down of 6} ton guns into 44.ton
guns for tho Naval Service, hasnot remasin-
ed long without an answer. On Tuesday
Mpjor Arbuthnot put the question in the
House of Commons, and received an answer
from Sir Henry Storks, speakingon behalf
of the War Ofiice. After the hints wo gave
on the subject, it is scarcely needful to ob-
servo that the only satisfactory part of the
answer is that only one gnn hus been, as yat
reduced below efficiency ; but that the res-
Eonsibility of the acts of naval men should

¢ assumed by the War Department is, in
the opinion of several officers of distinction
with whose remarks we have been favoured,
of grave import, and niay hereafler result in
aational disaster :

And on the 30th ult:

'“From the growing interest excited by
our remarks on the conversion of the 7-inch
G3-ton guns into 44 ton guns for the Navy,
wo waro satisfed that the maladministration
arising from tho interference of the War De-
partment with tho armament of the Navy,
is beginning to be Been in its true light.
Our well-informed contemporary tho Glole,
in its is3u0 of tho 26th instant, speaks of the
uneasiness prevalent in naval and military
circles respecting tho sweeping changes that
are made in thepersonnel and matériel of war
and alludes to the faoct that hundreds of 7
inch breech-loading guns have been rejected
s useless for naval purposes, and returned
to the War Depariment. Theso usoless
guns havo costa million sterling, and looking
at tho amount of money wasted on rash
and ill.advised changes, we cannot but
thunk e 1s 1n this direction that our states-
men should aim at cconomy, in combina
tion with increased cfficiency. A Parlia-
mentary Committee put an end to the
expenditure on the nuw discarded breech-
loaders and lead-coated shot, which would
ctherwiso, in all probability, have continued
to tho present hour, We¢ suggest, thero
fore, that another Parliamentary inquiry
would afford tho best means of bringing to
light the causes of the present misdirection
in the departments alluded to, and also of
utilising the mechanical science of the coun-
try in such & way as to perfect the naval ar-
mament, upon which the very existence of
our great maratune power, humanly speak-
ing, dopends. To revert to the subjoct which
suggested these remarks, can we be
lieve, if thoe Admirality, instead of tho War
Office, had been responsible for tho manu.
facturo of guns and carriages for the Navy,
that & million sterling would have been ex
pended on the nowldiscarded breechloaders,
and that the manufacture of wooden and
other inferior gun carriages would have
been continfied 50 longaftor their inafficien-
cy had been proved? Would guns have
been made of one sizo and then cut down to
another, atdouble the cost for which tho
smaller sizo actually required might have
been qroduced ? Sir Henry Storks must be
as swell aware as we ave that it is only throw-

ing dust in the oyes of tho Houso of Com
mons to talk of technical mystorica in con
neation with u subject which, when stripped
of oflicial mystifieation, is as onsy to Lo un
derstood as & sum in arthmetic. | |
" Whilo our authorilies (we don’t know
whatlior naval or military; or Noeithoris ro-
&ponsible) aro busily engdgod n lessening
tho power of our 63-ton guns by reducing the
thickness of tho wrought iron coils, on
whiéh theit s.tr_o%th ang safoty from breals
ing bp (even ifshit by light projectiles) de
pends, Sir Joseph. Whitworth, as Nuval
Science informs us,'is moving in the cpposite
direotion, aud has succeeded in very greatly
increasing thopower of guns by means of «
new and sigxsﬂo breech-loading apparatus,
combined with an enlarged powderchamber.
This arrangement, Mr, E. J, Reed states,
“will add cnormously to our cflensive
power.' The Whitworth breech.loader ro
cently cxperimonted with, is only of the
sizo of the Servico 12-pounder, but basa
enactration far surpassing the heavier new
y-ndopted 16-pounder—a gun which iz now
considered by the majority, of Artillery ofti
cers to have oo large o bore. Where, we
asls, aroour pilots? and whois at the helm*
but more thin all, who is responsibl. for
this comprehensive schemo of Artillery 1

The history of reckless extravagance, im
potence and efliciency nover reached a
titho of what those extracts disclese under
the most inefficient and corrupt ‘Tory ad-
ministration England ever had sinco sho
possessed a Navy, . .

Well might the Duke of Somerset taunt
his associates with having troops that could
not march ang ships that would not swim,
mbecility and incapacity are the leading
characteristicsof Gladstone's administration.

The launch of the Thunderer at Pembroko
on the 25th Marchwas an event even in the
history of tho mechanical wonders of the
creation of the British Navy. ‘The Droad
Arrow from whose columns wo extract an
_account of the operaﬁqri,' appeared in a pre
vious issuo to be doubtlul of its success
which it views with no little exultation. The
Thunderer weighs 5,000 tons of iron and
when fully equipped will weigh nearly 10,
000, she will depend on steam alone carry
ing neither masts nor sails, is a monitor with
a free board of 4] fect above the water,

Lroad Arrowsays the sreater part of her
crew will ba sfokers and we presume tho
balanco artillerymen ; she is no ship in tho
common acceptation of tho term, but a
floating battery and it is very doubtful whe-
ther sho could be safely sent across the
Allantic oven though she could carry 1739
tons of ccal,

Shehas every fault of her class, will bo un
manageablein o sea way, and hee ability
action will be doubtful.

Under the old sysiem of ship building the
most auccess{ul ships aud best specitaens of
Naval architecturs both as adapted to the
particular s¢rvice, and for practical purposes
was designed and built undor tho supenn
tendenco of tho Naval officer whoso lifo
and professional character were at stake in
the jssue, :
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It must bo recollected that the problom
those buildors had to solve was n fur more
diflicult one than presents itself to tho con.
sideralion of the Naval Architeets of tho
presont day innsmuch as the vessel lad to
bo built to sail and fight, whereas now.a-
days sho has only to uso steam power to do
ns sho pleases (thoorotically ne loast) with
tho element in whichlie: lifois to bo passed.

Under tho old system wo lLad manage-
ablo ships, they did not capsizo in & gale,
o ashoro in a dead calm, or roll sa foarfully
in a son-way as to prevent tho possibilily of
movement on board.

Tho vessels of tliis class will wo fear be
usoless in & heavy sea and their efliciency in
action doubltful.

The T%underer, an ironclad ocoan cruser
of the same type as the Devaslalion, was
successfully launched at Pembroke Dock
yard last Monday. Although sho was com
menced in 1869, the suspicions as to the
utility of this class of vessel and of her sta
bility gained such strength that it was deter
mined to delay tho construction of the
Thunderer until the Devastalion had bLeen
comploted and her properties fairly tested.
Tho success of the lagt mentioned vessel
was such, however, as, in the opinion of the
authorities, fully justified them in proceed-
ing with thoe sister ship, During ner con.
struclion, committees have sat upon her
design and compelled altorations to be
mado, while from the day #ho was first laid
upon the ste~ks her pecnliarities have given
rise to many dobates in tho House of Com
mons. She is still a monitor in every res-
peet, constructed upon the prinviple of the
Glation und the American monitors, with

“certain differences, which give her a special
character. Thus, instead of havingas low
a freebourd as possible, a heighth of four
feet six inches has been allotted to the hull
nbovo the waterline ; and instea? of being
consiructed upou as small ascaleas possible
she has been built on a scale sufficient to
cnable her to carry the unprecedented ar-
mament of four 35ton guns, admirably
mounted upon Captain Scott’s gun-carriage
with thoe capacity of storing during a voyage
tho extraordinary supply of 1750 tons of
coal. VWith such capabilities as these she
has a burthen of 4500 tons, s length of £35
foot, and anextreme hreath of 624 feet ; and
Iarge as theso proportions are, one of the
fow dofacts the Committee of Ships’ Designs
tind 1 her is that sheis not large enough.

Carrymg as shodoes an overwhelming ar
nanent, protected as she is by iron plating
of from 12 to 14in. thick, and stable as she
is reported to bo upon competent authority,
the Thunderer fully justifies Sie Spencer
Robinson's remark upon ships of this_ class.
that *in proof of tho construcivi’s depart-
menthavingexorcised unusual foréthought,it
is only necessary to say that our most re-
cont and wmost powerful jronclads carry
not only moro powerful artillery, but 9 mch
armour whero our rivals carry 7 or Sin., and
that no naval Power has ships approaching
the combination of armour plating heavy
guns, speed, and sea-going qualities possess-
ed by ihe Devastation type.” The Committeo
of Ships’ Designs, too, in considering the
qualities of this class of vessels, give it their
strong approval, but they considered that
such ships should be larger, and plated with
heavler armour ; and at tho same time ro-
commended the addition of the superstrye-
ture which the Admirlity thought fit to
adopt, In fact, their most forcible objec

tion applies to the height of the how, which

is only 9ft. out of tho water, and thoy recom.
mend, if actual trinl proves this height to
be insuflicient, that the foreeastlo should be
raised to thoe necessary lovel,

Withall her weights on board, the Z%un.,
derar is oxpected {o draw about 23 ft. to
26 ft., and her freeboard will then be 4 ft. 6
in. Sheis propelled by engines of 800 nom
inal horse-power, but guaranteod to work
up to 5000 horse power. Assheis to roly
upon stean alone, and i3 totally unprovided
with masts or sails, sho is provided with two
distinct sets of ongines, connected with
twin scrows, and capablo of acting indepen
dently of each other. The ohject of this ar-
rangoment is that if ono of the onginesis
disabled, tho ship will not be left without
any means of motion bLeyond tho cupries of
tho waves., DPerhaps one of tha most re
markabloe features of this wonderful vessel is
its capacity for stowing nway coal. It can
carry more than twico the quantity 6t the
largest ot our ironclads, being able to j.ro-
vide itsell with nsuflicient consumption for
twelve days, or us much as 1750 tons.

‘T'he ceremony of christening was grace
fully performed by Mrs, Meyrick, of Bush
House. Uwing to the prow projecting from
the stem, o special contrivance was fitted
for bresking tho tottle. The cords sus
pending the weights over the dog shores
wero cut by Mrs. MMeyrick with a chisel and
mallot, ‘Tho chisel and mallet, as woll as
the tray which contained them, are master-
picces of fine workmanship, and reflect
credit on the art workmen of tha cstab.
lishment. Insido this tray was a fino pic.
ture of the ship, with the following leading
particulars respecting her : —* Her Mnjesty's
shin Thunderes, twin screw armour-plated
turret-ship, named and launched at Pem.

cither siiore.  During the summer, it gives
tho marine hunter as good a chanco to mako
monay from it. sea harvest, ns ho could cb.
tain from any fishing or hunting grounds on
oithor tho north or tho south consts, It
occurs to us that Anticosli ns n placo of
sottlomont for sen-faring pooplo ~has boon
rejectod by tho hardy Acadians who resido
in moro desolato localitios—and for what
renson 2—-not that thoro is any lack of ma.
terial on tho fishing-grounds in tho vicinity
of tho island in summor, nor hasit lost its
local reputation as a hunting-ground during
winter—but Lecause theso {’)ooplo havo not
had sufiicient knowledgo of tho climato and
the natural advantages of tho island, Tho
geographical position of feath Point, Anti.
costi, i3 just 100 miles north of tho Magda.
len group, which, as soa islands, aro noted
for their agricultural products. Tho Island
of Anticosti i8 howover, not to bo supposed
10 equnl any of tho latter group in vegeta

tion; on account of isolation its climate is
variable, und appoars to belong to itself.
But wo question, whether, after studiod ob.
servation for one year on any portion of tho
South Coast, that its climato will bo found
to duffer groatly from any locality situate on
on erther shoro of the St Lawronce, botwoen
that and Quebeo. Mr. Julian, at ono timo
koeper of tho lighthouse at Heath Point
who lived on Anticosti long enough to bring
up a largo family—informed tho writer that
from the first spring of bis residenco at thut
point, he annually workedat and oxtonded
o garden in tho vicinity of tho lighthouse,
from which o obfained sufficiont potatoes,
cabbages and other vegotables of a hardy
natue for kitchen uso to supply his family
until the roturn of the crop of the following
yoar. Inalino 138 miles north.west from
the spot whorean artificial garden was mado

broke Yard, the 25th of March, 1872, by
Mrs, Moyrick. Armament, four 35-ton guns;

engines, 5,600 horse-power, indicative ,l
length between perpendiculars, 285 ft,;
breadth, oxtreme, 62 ft. 3 in.; depthin
hold, 18 ft.; burden in tons, 4407.”

It any o interesting to know the view
taken of this vessel by Mr, Ericssen, the,
famous desigaor of monitors. In a letter
wiich he wrote from New York, in Feb.
raary, 1870, criticising the proposal of Mr.
Robeson, the Socretary of tho United States
Navy, as interpreted by the English pross,
he maintains that “while the security of '
tho maratimo cities and dockyards of the
United States against foreign aggressioa has

of late years been deemed assured, the
moans thus relied upon bave suddenly lost
their potenoy.” For, hio adds, ¢ Mr. Reed is
now building Monitors, carrying tho full
thickness of solid armour possible, by
adopting the turret and abandoning freo-
board and sails. The Devtittation and Thun-
derer,” he continues, ‘“may steam up tuo!
Hudson in spite of our batteries aud our
monitors, and dictate terms off C.stle
Garden.” The Times observe, * Ilus s

strong langunge for an Awmerican, * appar
ently unaware that Mr. Ericssen is u Saede.

ANTICOSTI.

From tho position of thi« island, siluxte
in tho Gulf of the St. Lawrence, and tho
South-west point of which i3 about fifty
miles from Grspo Basin, and twenty five
miles from Mingan on tho north, it is aston:
ishing, considering tha short distances from
both mainlands, .that 1t should remain
n deolato waste. It extends 13y miles, and
it contaius 4,200 squaro miles of earth, rock

and lake, the former, in many places, being
ojual for vegetable products, to land op

at [Teath Point, lies anothor neatly fonced in
sandy palch, belonging to tho Hudson Bay
Co. at Mingan, where potatoes and other
vegolables are ann'tlly produced. During
the wriler's visit to Mingan, this gardon was
productive Lo an astonishing degree, a result
no doubt, brought about by proper manuc-
ing and the determination of Mr. Poter Mc.
Kenzie, txen in chargo, to carry out the es.
tablished rules of cultivation. "We beligve
this is tho most northern locality whers
anything horticultural hae been attompted.

La Libertc of Paris announces that tho
committee of artillery hasdeclarcd at length
as tho condemnation of the French field artil
lery. It has reported to the Minister of War
that this condemnation, already pronounced
by tho opinion of the Army, has been rati-
fied by experience ; that the Fronch artillery
isno longer on a level with the progress
mado by othor nations and that all tho of-
forts which can be made forits improvement
would atturd only insuflicient and for that
reason dangerous palliatives ; and that it is
necossary to adopt a system of artillery en-
tirely new; tho gunsto be brecch-loaders.
As to the material to bo used it will un.
doubtediy bo steel, sinco we learn from the
American_report on the Paris Exposition
that evenin 1867, tho opinion of French off.
cers had settled upon this material, though
no examples of it wero presented in the Ex.
position. The roport of the committeo iwas
a necessary consequence of the late war, in
which the lesson “of the incfficiency of its
artilley sorvice was not the least nciable
of the many Franco received—dArmy and
Navy Journal. -

A quiot man rang a door bell one night.
¢Isthe gentleman in?’ hoasked of the ger-
vant. ‘Idon’t know, Did you wish to sce
him particularly? UL, no! I meroly want.
ed to tell him his house .3 on fire,’
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"DOMINION OF CA‘IADA

NILITIA GENFRAL ORDERS.

HEAD QUARTERS,
Oltawa, 26tk Aprit, 1572,
Grserat Ononus (11),

——

No. 1.
Stavr, .
The resignation of Major.1. Gerraghly as
Ordorly officor {o tho Deputy Adjutant Gen-
eral of Military District No. 10 is horob) no
copted.

s

ACTIVE MILITIA,

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

St Catharines Batlery of Garrison Artillery.
To be Captain:
1st Licutonant Josiah Greenwootl Holmes,
@. S, vice Thomas Oswald, who ishoreby
permitted to retire retaining rank.
To be Licutonant:
Williard Copeland, Gentleman, M. S, vice
Holmes promoted,
2ad Battalion or * Queen's Owa Rifle:,"
Toronto.

'The resignations of Ensign Hugh John
Macdonald and Quarter Master John Samuel
Grassick aro heroby accepted.

1944 % Lincoln™ Batlalion of Infantry,
No. 4 Company, Beamspille,
‘To bo Ticutenant:

Michael Kow, Gentleman, M. & vice J.

Kow, appointed Quartermaster.
To bs Ensign, provisionally :

‘Thomas B. Henry, Gentlomsn, vice Jacob
B. McKay, whose resignation is hereby
accepted.

No. 6 Company, Virgil.

‘The resignation of Caplain Edmund Qhort

is hieraby accepted.

26!h % Middlesex" Batlalion of Infuntry.

No. 3 Company, Harriellsville
T'o be Lieutenant :

Froderick J. Choate, Gentloman, M. S.,
vice W. McFee, whoso resngnutxon is
hereby accopted,

‘Po be Ensign:

William Thomas Nugent, Gentleman, M,
S., vice W. G. McMillan, who is heroby
permitted to ratire retaining rank,

20tk *¢ Walerloo " Battalion oy Infantry.

No. 4 Compgny, Winterbourue.
‘Lo be Eansign, provisionally :

Qorporal James Glonnie, vice Charles
Hendry, whose resigoatlon is horeby ac.
copted,

Slst @ Grey" Datllalion of Infuniry.
No. 5 Cumpany, Owen Sonnd.

L'To bo Ensign provisionally :

Sergeant Fraucls Wrigley, vieo W. B.
Stepliens, whoso realgnation is hereby
accepted.

34th ¥ Ontariv " Datlalion of Infuntry,
To Lo lLioutenant:Colonel, from 12th April,
1872
Major JWJames Wallaco, M. S.,° vico Fulr.
Lianks deceased,

43rd ¢ Cuarleton ™ Batlalion or Infantry.
No. TCompany, Munotick.
To Lo Captiin:

Ensign Qcorge Cook, V. B, vice Peter
Davidaon, who is hereby permitted to
rotire rotaining rank, as a special case.

48¢h ¢ Lennox and Addinglos " Ballalion of
Infantry,
To be Assistant Surgeon:

John J. Clement, Esquire, V. B, vico A.
K, Aylsworth, whose resignation is here-
by accopted.

56tk 4 Grenville” Batlalion or ** The Lisgar
Rifles.”

Tho resignations of Paymaster Edward

Jessup and  Quartermaster James
Young are hereby aceepted.

Barrie Infantry Company (Mounted.)

Tha resignation of Eusign Joseph Rogers
is hereby accepted.

Brever.
To be Lieutenant Colonels:

Major Stephen Fairfield, M. 8, 4sth Bat.
talion, from 22nd March, 1872,

Major George Shephord, V. B., 56th Batta-
lion, from 12th April, 1872,

To be Majors :

Caplain George Henry Boulter, V. B., No.
Company, 49th Battalion, from 15th
June, 1871, as < special ease, on account
of his long aervico as an officerin the
Active Militia,

Captain Salter M, Jarvis, V. B,, Adjutant
2ad Battalion, from 19th April, 1872,

PROVINCE-OF QUEBEC.
Brome Troop of Covalry.

Tho {ormation of a Troop of Cavalry is
hereby authorized in the County of Brome,
to be known as tho “Bromo Troop of
Cavalry,” with Head Quarters at Sutton,
Amms and tho necessary equipment will be
furnished when tho Department of Militia
aud Defencois in a position to do so.

To be Captain, provisionally :
Licutenant Sherman Nathan Boright, from
No. 6 Company, 52nd Battalion.
CoNPIRMATION OF RANE.
Erratoy. ~-In No, 1 .General Order (9) of

l.'Z}h instant, read * Ensign Robert Douglas
Wiatle; V, B,, 2nd Battalion Rifles, G: T. R.

B ¢{nsfead of * Ensign Robert Douglas
Winter, V. B, 1st Battalion.”

amtemmaty

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK,
Busver,
'fo bo Licutanant.Colonel :
Major Martin Huntoer Pelers, V. B., N. B.
Brigado Garrison Artillery, from 30th
January, 1872,

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

03rd ¢ Halifux Baltalion of Rifles.
Lientenant.Colonel Androw Kerr Mackin
lay, is heroby pormitted to retire rotaining
rank, ns a specinl case on account of his
long sorvico s an officer in the Active
Militia.

————

PROVINUE OF MANITOBA.
Winnipeg Field Batlery of Artillery.
To bo 1st Lioutonant provisionally :
Lioutenant Georgo H. Kollond, from Win-
nipog Riflo Company,
Kildonan Rifle Cumpany.
‘Tho resignation of Caplain John F. Biinis
heraby accepted.

Grayp Taosk RaiLway BriGADE.
2nd Brigade of Garrison Ariillery Toronle.
To bo Captains:
1st Licutent Walter Moodie Tenny, V,
B, vice Carlaw, promoted,
2n0¢ Lieutonant Absalom Greely Alison,
5. 8, vico Bourlier, retired,

' ‘Pc be 1st Lieutenants, provisionally:

Sergeant William John Me lure, vice
‘Tenny, promoted:

Gunner William George Hopper, vico
James F. Johnson, who is heroby per-
mitted to retire retaining rank,

To be 20d Lieutenan/s, provisionally :

Gunner Joseph Litton Gabbett, vice Alli-
son, promoted.

John Kelly, Gentleman, vige Hardman.

1st Battalion Rifles.
To be Captains:

Ist Lieutenant Frederick Henderson
Brydges, V. B., from 1st Brigade of G. A.

Licutenant Wilfred Bailey, V. B,, vico
Knott, left hmits,

To bo Ensigo, provisionally :

William Foster, Gentleman, vice Wilkin-

son, left limits.
Brevar.

Captain John Taylor, V. B., 1st Brigade
G. A, G.T. R. B,, from 28th February,
1872.

LEAvE oF ABSENCE.

Loave of absenco is hereby granted to the
following officers, for six monthy, from date
of embarkation, to procked to England on
privato affairs : —

Major F., C. Stratton, Ist Brigade G. A.

Cuplain F. 11, Brydges, 1st Battalion Rifles.
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To guard tho Mouaarch, fence the Law"

OTI‘AWA, MO\DAY, APRIL "9 1872,

——

Lievr-Coroxer WAINEWRIGET Gmrnms, at
present on a tour through British Colum-
bia, has kindly consented to act ns the
Agont for tho VoLuxraer Review in that
Province.

T —————

Our correspondent ¢ Rollo' appears to
Iabor under a mistake that we weroe advo-
cales of a system which entailed on tho pa.
triotic and mililary portion of the people
tho whole burden of military service.

On the contrary, it will be found that from
the very first tho VoLuxtser Review,though
slrongly opposed to the enforcement of the
bLallot, always advocated the equalization of
military service, tho reliof of officers from
the most onerous of the present burthens
undor which they labor, the increase of theo
pay of tho voluntesr and such messures as
aro calculated to render the Canadian Army
moro efficient.

Wo ars opposed {o the ballot bocauso it
would force into tho ranks tho man incapa-
ble of acquiring the habits or disciplino of a
soldier—the coward—and the individual
betler and moro profitably omployed for the
Statein some olher capacity.

As tho Prussian systed possesses raro fas.
cinations for most soldiers an cxamplo from
tho workiug thoreof will exactly illustrato
our position; duting tho late Franco-German

3 [ War, an ordor was delivered to M. Krupp,

thio groatest iron manufncturerin tho world,
to join his compnny and battalion to march
into France, he ofterod to find a substitute,
it would not do, ho tolegraphed to Princo
Bismarck that ho would be obliged to dis-
ohiargo 8,000 then engaged in his foundries:
of courso the absurdity of forcing such a
man té do duly as a private soldior was ap.
parent.

Now the ballot is all very well but i it is
to be enforced in Canada every man must
serve, thoro can bio no excoptions and a ro-
potition of the Prussian dilomma is cortain,
with this difference, that a despotic monarch
and a despotic minister have dispensing
powais a freo government have not.

In order, howover, to meet the contingen
cies of the ease, as far rs Canada is concern-
ed, a poll-tax on the property of those un.
willing to serve and inducement offered to
those willing will distribute the burthen of
military service equally; wo can geo no rea-
son why the farmer should pay his share
of taxation and risk his life to defend tho
merchant who pays little or none snd
will {ake good care to keep out of harm's
way.

Tho bollot was devised for use in caso of
war, every man then whoso physical condi.
tion fitted him lo act as a soldier, willing or
unwilling, coward or othorwise, would be
compelled {o tako up arms, and for such a
contingency it should bo reserved.

Xxperience neqguired in the workingof the
presont volunteer system unmistakeably
points out that tho Captain of a company is
the proper party o keop itsranks full, but
care should be taken that tho operation in.
volved none of the contingencies pginted
out in our correspondent’s letter.

The commanding and staff officers of a
battalion should also be men of influenc. in
their neighborhoods, sclections by morit or
seniority are not always hoppy, and it is too
nmuch the fashion after the dignity of field offi-
cers ranlks attained for tho individual to get
cureless a8 Lo the keeping up of thestrength
of even the company from which he was pro-
moted, he had won his spurs, and it was
only reasonable they.should be worn in dig-
nified ease.

Now, that feeling ought not to prevail, the
bigher the rank the groater the responsi-
titity, and the deeperouglt tho interest be
in every detail ; a¢ tho same timo the mili.
tary authoritics should take measures to
mako the burthen of service as light as pos.
siblo on individuals, and the Stato should
neither demand nor enforco pecuniary sacri-
fices.

With the volunteers as civilians all those
arrangements rest, they poesess great in-

fluence, and why do they not compel their
represeniatives to sob matters right; it is

ovidont that tho militia authorities oan do
nothing without logislalive consent, and tho
loading officers of the forco should sco in
tholr respective districts that this question
of military sorvice shall bo miado n promin.
ent ono at the genoral elections~

Tho measures required arc: first, a poll
tax on propoerty for examptions; second, the
assumplion of responsibility for arms and
clothing by tho municipalitics; third, in.
oreased pny and allowances for officers and
moa; for overy olber contingency tho
Militia Act is amply sufficient.

Now, as the torm of aun Armed Nationality,
to which “Rollo" takes excoption, wo hold it
to bo striotly correct, and have no hesitation
in saying that instead of 40,000 partially
disciplined soldiora the country could fur-
nish more nearly 100,000; his owa lottor
proves that there hns been since tho forco
was first embodied a constant succession of
men filterod through its ranks and they
have acquired sufficient knowledgo to handle
arifle,

Officers naturally look to tha retention of
woll drilled men in their ranks as thone
plus ulira of military efficiency, now the ex-
press ohject of our Militia Act was to make
soldiers of the whole male population capa-
ble of bearing arms, and it would be ob-
viously impossible to do so on the Prussinn
system by forming Reserves, inasmuch as
our peoplo must bo free Lo come and go as
they plcaso.

What bas Leen cffected hitherto and in
tho future will be to leaven the whole popu.
lation with partially trained men who can be
made eflicient soldiers within a period of
three months after taking tho field, and the
whole necessities of the case haye been met,
it would neither be possible or advisabls to
form reserves in tho sense our correspondent
contemplates,

Tho Militia Act has, therefore, produced a
powerful Armed Nationality, {ar moro cffi-
cient than any force that could possibly be
broughtagainst it, and in o far, our asser
tion of that fact was correct; the few unpro.
vided contingencies which have arisen can
be easily adjusted, ample provision made to
encourage tho willing soldier, promoto and
foster a military spirit amongst our populs
tion and all the balancesbe 50 evenly adjust:
ed that every man will do tha duty assigned
him and fill the position for whioh he is
best fitted, mentally and physically, to his
own profit and the public good.

It would be very desirable thut officers of
the volunteer force should follow ¢ Rollo’s"
example ond discuss the subject from their
own stand points, the columus of the
Vovruxteer Review shall be alwaya open 10
those desirous of giving expression to their
opinions on professsonal subjects, the only
restrictions imposed being confined to per-
sonalties or discipline; the only way to ob-
tain a romedy for an cnl is firat prove its
existence.
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A 11tilo loarning is a dangerous thing,"
«#Drink doop or tasto not tho Plorlau spring,”

The writorin the Toronto Telyraph of tho
17th instant would exhibit truo wisdom in
taking tho advico at tho hoad of thus
articlo ; according lo his own showing he
monopolises all the practieal military know-
ledge and patriotism of tho Dominlon, and
as a genoral rulo liko all pretendors ho is
not remarkabla for modesty or modern
tion.

In our issue of tho 15th wo plainly stated
that he darcd not mako tho charges he has
brought against the Commandoer-in-Chief of
tho Conadian Army over his own signaturo,
for tho very simple reason that the public
would nt onco discover tho charncter covered
by the obscurity of the edilorial closet, ns
well a8 tho personal motives that impelled
Him to take up the roleof the puro and disin.
terestod patriot and bearer of false witness 5
whatever his intontions may bo it is evident
that ho is not o soidior in feeling or princi-
plv, has had no military vxperience and is
utterly incompetent to criticizo any of the
various mattors embodied in the article ro-
ferred to.

As the gencral clection is approaching un-
principled articles are sure to appear in
journals of the peculiar morale of the Tele
graph, they are written for a purpose and a
bad ond, as & matter of course no amount of
misrepresentation could be too gross for the
ohjects of the writer.

The present article in question bears
a far greater resemblance to the.plea of the
pottifogging attorney than to the exposure of
abuses by the soldier or the patriot, and it
may be sob down ns an electioneering squib
of the lowest, worst and most mischievous
character, as it attempls to excito ill-fecling
amongst the officers and men of the volun-
teer forco.

We suall not subject tho name of the
gallant soldier who commands the Canadian
Army to contamination by vsing it in refer-
once to any allegation made by the Jefferson
Drick of the Telegraph, but with respect io
the officers placed at the head of our Arlil
lery schools, the necessity for thetr appoint.
tnent arose from the fart that no oflicer of
tho volanlteer forco was competent to till the

positions. . .
An officer of Artillery requires a scientific

nnd practical education and traiving extend-
ingo.er a lengthened period,shich it was im-
posaible for volunteer officers to acquire,and
the three months heretofore allotted to the
course of instruction at the Artillery Schools
was just sufficlent to qualify them for the
rank of bombardicrs ; if the Escribano of the
Telegraph undevstands the term.

* When the Imperial troops wero withdriwn
those schools were closed, the Militia De-
partment on the recommendation of the
Adjutant General, determined to open one
in Ontario and one in Quebec, by which the
higher training of the Royal Artillery
Sohbols would be secured {o officers and
men. : .

‘Tho school in Ontario was put under the
oharga of Lioutenant-Colonel French of tho
Royal Artillery, whoso scientific and practl-
eal acquirements wero widely known in the
sorvice, that at Quebec under Lioutenant
Colonel Strange, who resigned an honorable
and lucrative oflico nt Woolwich to accept
tho posi‘ion, and whoso abilitics as a scion-
tist, urtillery officer and litorary man aro
far botter known than the Toronto Teleyraph
nolorious as it is will ever become.

‘The impudent nssumption of knowledgo
ovinced by calling in question the propriety
of such appointments would bo quito sufti.
cient to stamp the Telegraph mon ns an
insolent Chariatan, whilo pretended indig-
nation at the precedenco justly accorded
thoso officers betrays tho selish and unseru-
pulous demagogue.

‘There is, however, ono point on which his
zenl for the wellbeing of tho volunteer
forco has overstepped itself--tho case of the
sick soldiers—~it was disgracoful simpiy on
their own part and by their own conduct, a8
his is in bringing it forward ; but arcades
ambo vendered according to Dr. Mooney's
free and easy translation.

As it is postible the courso followed by
tho Telegraph may impose ou peoplo atn
distance we give us choracter limned
by o cortemporary and pari passu of its
writers.,

1t was at first an evening sheet ; and in
u few months attained, if not a paying cir-
culation, ot least a circulation respectable in
volume. DBut it was terribly disfigured from
tho lirst by a most abominable siyle of re.
porting polico and other itemns. Yot this
very peculiarity made it thrive. It did nat
need to make the offer recerily mado by &
new Brantfor L dly, of being sent ** freo to
all the tavern kes pers in the Ruding,”’ for all
the publicans 1 Ontario took the Telegraph
at their own expense. It exactly suited
their atmosphere. 1hen it was changed to a
morming duily was enlarged, paper and

remises both.  ‘I'hen came secessions from
its siaff, chonges in partnership, ete. The
fact was, there was Lardly room for Two
metropolitan Tory journals. ‘The Telegraph
failed, too, from month to month, in getling
up a war with the Globe Tho latter took up
the cue of nevor mentioning the name of the
Telegraph inits columns, aad that nearly ex.
tinguished it. A battle with the Telegraph
every day in the columns of the Glebe would
have been a capital udy~riisement for theZele:
graph, but it was ulterly denied thatfavor,”
—Advertiser.

Its role a3 the organ of disappolnted miii-
tary aspirants at Toronto has not been a
bappy one, it encouraged insubordination
amongst the soldiers of the first expedition
at Fort Garry, now its Jeffsrson Brick makes
a grievance of the fuct that they were not
thanked in General Osders for breaking
open tho gaol and hberating by force a com-
rade charged with felony.

Throughout its whole course it Las been
in tho hands of a knot of little demagogues
who would stick at no amount of misrepre-
tion to accomplish their ends, and it has
never considered the public interest when
ilsown was in any manner involved, such

——— . a—— e+ —a—

n courso may bo a koon business one, but
thero aro highot considorations which a jour-
nal professing to be an oxponent of public
opinion should always keep in view,

With amixed population it is not wiso to
oxcito ono scction against tho other; with a
military forco kopt togother Ly tho loosest
of all bonds, it is not patriotie to tamper;
and whiloe n fuir, candid and modorato state:
ment of abuses will always merit respoot,
veckless and falso charges distinguished by
their malignity and distortion of facts will
only command tho contempt of all right
thinking mon.

Will Jefferson Brisk lot tho pooplo know
what a staunch wucomgproming advocate of
their loyally and patriotiem thoy havo got in
him, by publisking his real namoand proten-
gions to considerantions.

Such an  accomplishod milltary oritic
should not hido his rush light in tho editor
inl corner of tho Telegraph office, but sot it
up on an hill that all Canada, aye, and tho
States {oo, may rejoice in thu blaze. Hois
decidedly standing in his owin-light by losing
his identity under what ‘Lony Woller
calls the we of that protean individual tho
editor.  In fuct e is doing his own talenis
injustic and destroying his pretonsions by o
too close incognito according to his own
ghowing, and ho ought to know ho.is fit to
fill any oflico such as Minister of Militia,
Adjutant-General, Commonder-in-Chief of
Horso Marines or the Lake Squadron,

Now, as the people of Canada occasionally
want a man to fill some one of those ofhices
and moro frequontly that of a village peda-
gogue, for which Jefferson Brick by the way
shows special aptitude as he talks loarredly
on grammer, the interests of tho country
suffers & greater loss by this sacrifice of
talents and the peoplo would, withont
doubt, if they know who he was eleot him
at onco to the first vacant office, ho might
oven aspirc o a seat at the Aldermanio
Boara of Toronto for which his aptitude at
peculiar facts would render him highly eli
gible. Won't the Telegraph trot him out.

Si1x months have scarcely elapsed since
tho Dominion Government authorized tho
cslablishment of schools of gunnery at
Kingston and Quobec. The great impor-
{ance of this step is not generally known to
the reading public, for, no one, save thoso
acquainted with the material of war, ean
fully realize the great mecessity of baving
tho stupondous military works and stores
of the couniry guarded by properly
oducated officers and men., The rdinary
civilian has no concoption of tho vast and
intricate nature of tho Canadian armament
which was so suddenly thrown upen the
shoulders of this infant government.

He would be quite satisfied to know that
the extensive forlifications of Quebes and
Kingston were in the hands of a fow old
pensioners or civilian carel=kers, and would

only anake from his mistaken gense of gecu.
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rity by ono day rouding in the papors of tho
loss of movoral million dollars worth of pro.
porty by fire, or, evon by nogligenco; for, bo
it known, that modarn war materialrequires
constant syatohfulness to provent its bocom
ing inort from atmosplhore influonces, or &
sourao of dangor from spontancous combus:
tion, or shomical action,

1t was no doubt withan oyo to theso ovil
possibilitios that n wise logislature brought
fnto existonce tho two batlerios of arlillory
which form the Canadian Schools of Gunnory,
and which it 1s hoped will bo sources of
professional improvement to tho Dominion
Artillery, tho two batterlos and tho compan
ics at Maniloba, avo, as » substitule jorn
rogular force, porhaps, numorioally, tho
woakest in tho world, In this respect wo
are oven moro conspiotous than our neigh-
bors who.boast of having an army of only
30,000. Canada may exclaim with gusio
that sho bas only about 500 ombodied !

Aftor this, tho Yankees cannot aflirm that
they control tho largost country on “airth,”
by tho smallest army. A briof account
of tho school of gunnery at Quebee,
which, sinco its formation six months
ago has mado rapid advancement besides
arming, in tho dopth of a Canadian wintor
overy bastion in the Citadel with Tin, B, L.
Gunps; tho solitary oxcoplion being the
King's bastion, armed by the Royal Artillory
boforo leaving, may bo interesting.  Thero
has been o courso of lectures with practical
drills culminating in tho competive prac.
tise of which I send you an account.

YVith faw oxcoptions the men composing
tho command had no military experienco of
any kind, but unlike tho ordinary army ro-
cruits, thoy are of o far moro educated class
and havo not adopted the life of a soldier so
much from necessity as choico. Maoy
indeed thore aro who havo loft comfortable
homos and twhose conneations are highly re.
spectable, to ombrace an opportunity of
following o military career.

A fow of the inevitable-‘*black sheep,”
however, put in an appearance, ouly to Le
ughown the Gate' promptly at any manifes.
tation of confirmed worthlessness. The sol-
dier upon joining tho baltery is at once put
into tho awkward squad from which he can.
not emorgo until ho has mastered the rudi-
ments ; his chavactorand habits, his abilities
nnd education ascortsined and duly record-
ed. From the awkward squad he goes to
smsll arm drill, and so on, upward through

. tho great labyrinth of artillery, teohnieally,
theoratically and practically ho enters into
that vast field of scienco from which it takes
$0 many years of incessant study to come oul
a proficient.

The first fruits of the school have been
gathered in a recent competitive great gun-
practico which took place on the 11th, 12th
and 13th inst. Tho system of firing pursued
was that recommended by tho committee
on competitive practico for the Royal Artil-

lery last year,

It is o subjoct of groat importanco with
arms of pracision to select, tho most intolli-
gent and naturally koen sighted non com.
missioned officors and gunners as Avtillery
morksmon instond of tho tyastoful praotico
of allowing ovory man to five. Accordingly
tho sclootion of marksmen on this occasion
wasoconomically made by pointing unloaded
guns, ‘Tho distanco of tho target (1,300 yds),
which was placed on tho river fco was taken
boforo commancing praoctice, by the officers
of tho battery ustng the gunner's spirit levol
quadrant to find tho angle of depression;
tho licight of tho bLastion nbovo tho Mivor
8t, Lawrence Leing known,  ‘That tho prace
tico was excellent despite tho plunging firo
from tho battery wns only natural considor-
Ing tho intolligont status of tho men, who
aro as o rule.cducationally superior to tho
Rank and File of tho Rogular Army. It is
to Lo rogretted that thero aro not more
oponings for a class of men who are not
ocompolled to culist by want of means, but
impolled by a passion for military servico;
doubtless, however, with the natural growth
of tho Dominion forces those who join in its
infancy will have a botter chanco of the
prizes (if any such there bo in Canadn) that
tho profession of arms generally offers to
tho well conducted and valiant,

A very great dravwback at the school has
beon, however, the absence of horses without
which it is impossible to teach practically
the movements of field artillery.

Wo aro not in a position to know cxactly
how the Gunmery School atKingston pro
gresses, but have no doubt but they are
doing their work steadly and satis{actorily.

For the practico of this Battery see Geno
ral Orders, pago 209.

The above communication shows the
valuo of thoso Military Schools and is a suf
Gicient practical answer to all snarling critics.

‘Tut: old Whig maxim that Colonies ave a
source of power {o the Crown, thereforo
dangerous to tho liberty of the subject, and
the duty of every true patriot would be best
fulfilled by forcing them into inde-
pendent politieal existence, has been im-
proved upon by their successors, the Whig
Rodicals, who assert that they ought to be
disowned and abandoned, becauso they are
costly and rotutn no profit, politically or
otherwise.

That both propositions are false has been
known, but lately, a Mr, Archibald Hamilton
in a paper real before the Statistical Society
has proved the fact,that the greatest propor
tion of British Trade i3 with her Colonial de-
pendencies, that thelargest profit evenin tho
shapoe of direct revenue isderived from it,and
Her most costly mercautile transaction ; those
already yiclding least profits are with her
foreign customers, ospecinlly the United
States, to which Mr. Gladslone's administra
tion would so complacently have sacrificed
Canada.,

- e e

that tho wholo valuo of British oxporls is
£9292,040,000 sterling, of this tho Colonies nc-
tually absorb £51,000, in tho following pro-
portione: British North America, £1 5s 81
por head; Australin and New Zoaland,
£8 104 6d. Tho Capo Colony, L8 12s; the”
West [udics, £27s, Innincloon years thoso.
colonica havoe paid to tho Imperial ‘Ireasuty

£45,000,000 sterling.
‘Tho stock argucmonts of the Mnches-

ter Schovl have always boon that the Colo.
nists taxed Brilish produce and manufao
tures for their own advantago, and thero
can Lo no doubt tha! we lovy un import duly
which is paid by our people, so that we con:
tributo not only n fuir quotato the lmperinl
Troasury but are obligod to pay taxes agan
on the samo nrticlo to support our owh
Governmeont.

Taklag our populution at 4,000,000 souls
our oxports would roalizo in. value about
£5,200,000, of this £53),000 would by tha
annual contribution of Cauads to tha Ly
porial Treasury, a sum that covers tho whofo
cost of Greit Britain's avmament in North
Amorica including tho squadron on that
station; and if wo take the populatiqn of tho
West India Islands at 800,000 souls, thoy
recoive £1,880,000 sterling of exports, and
pay into the Tmperial Treasury £188,000
storling per annum, so that her possessions
in tho west aro an actual source of direct

and increasing profits, .
‘The account however does not stop thien,

sho would be obliged to maintain her North
American squadrons fo proteot her com-
mercial relations with those pots of the
Manchestor School, the Yankees, 1f she had
no colonies in America, and therefore those
dopendoncies not anly pay for the force no.
cessary to protest her interests but ylold
her o, vofit besides, ¢
Mr, hamilton states that the wholsexpen.
diture for a poriod of nineleen years was
£448,000, but it must bo romembored that
over three-fourths of that sum went {o the
maintenance of Gibraltar,Malta,Ceylon,Hong
Kong, Aden, the penal settlements and other
objects of a strictly imperial nature, so that
the much abused colonies have paid for
thoir own protection and also for that of the
forciga trade of Great Britain. !
In faot by the actual returas the total, cost
of British North America, Australis,” New
Zealand, Tasmania and the Capo of Good
Hopeo, territories containing over, fqur,ami: a
half million of equaro miies of tho, richest
lond, with the most varied and valuable
natural products in the world, peopled. by
over seven millions of inhabitants is just half
aimillion pounds sterling or braly, svhat
Baitish North America pays into the British
Troasury annually,, We commend;this fact
to the political economisty gty
In this view of the case Mr, Iumilton as
sumes that the Exports avo.profits and takes
the rate of taxation on income at ten per
cont. 8s in the ninstecp yeoars above stated,
{ho total value of Exports was £450,000,000

From tho statemenls made, it appenred!

sterling.
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overwholining preponderanco of tho agricul. | }sothl shot..... [ 4 b 2l 8 tho School of Gu‘nn.ery (B Battery) ho.ymg
cultural interest, who know what taxation § . do e 0olool. g requested permission to .present a silver
means, ana who will not bo influenced by the | 3%45".. HEL R R badgo to ba worn by the winnorof the high.
mpiralions of youthful advocates, the| o reel """—,3- 7.95 cet score for combined Artillory and small
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During the discussions on this very in | 1sod shot....... 0] 908 ledged.
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for British North Awmerica of its 3,000,000 Total 1o T es ' School of Gunnery Quebec (B Battery) hav-
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bt gt I SR ) KL ] O £
\ .
tions from gold in paying quanties to conl, ) .

What the future relations to the Ewmpiro G?ggﬁi‘i‘ T 8 8 g g By Command o;:lxsrf:cz;::;cy ltho '
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Britain—not of the Whig Radical School. dstiell, wooved 31 2105 3 P. ROBERTSON-ROSS, Colonel,
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Mr. Edmund the Ifomo Rulo Candidate | ‘Fotal .. . 6| 4] 212|750 Adjutant-General of Militis,
f1s been returned to Parliament from Wex. - Canadat
ford after an easy contest. ' . )
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I WE KNEIW,

If wo know tho cares and crosscs
Crowding round our uelghibor’s way,
1f wo knew tho littlo losses
sorely griovous every day,
Woald wo thon 8o ofton chlido him
For hits lack of thrift atd galn,
Loeaviug on hits heart a shadow,
Leaving on his lifo astain ?

If wo lknow tha clouds above us
Held but geutlo blessings there,
Would wo turn away aff trembiin;
1n our bind and weak despatr ?
Would we shrink from ittt stuvlow.
Tylng on tho dewy grass,
\Vhilo "tisonly birds ot 12 ton
Just fn mercy flying past?

If wo know Lhe silent story
Quivering through the he it of patn,
Wonld our manhood dare to doom then,
Raclk to haunts of gutld agatu?
Lifo ias mnany a tangled crossing,
Joy hath many o break of woo,
Aund tha checks tear-stained are whited,
‘This tho blessed angels know.

Letus reach Into our hosoms
For the koy to other lives,

And with love toward erring natere,
Cherlshed good that still survives

So that whoen our disrobed spirits
Soar Lo realms of light agaln,

Wo may say, “Doar Father, judge us
As o judge our fellow-men,”

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REURGAN.-
IZATION OF THE BRITISI ARMY.

Continued from page 203.

66. In view of tho foregoing considerations
itis recommended that plan (2) or plan (%)
should be respectively applied to those ar.
tillery districts in which the adoption of
either would bo the more economical and
convenient.

67. It has been proposed to train Militia
Infantry regiments at tho depot centres of
their respective brigade districts ; but Mili-
tia Artillery regiments could nol in every
case train at their respective artillery cen-
tres sinco theso ave supposed to be at the
Royal Artillery head quarlers, whoro the
means of imparting special instruction in
gasrison gun drill donot alwaya exist,

Ono or moroe convenient training stations
for Militia Artillery must therefore bo se-
locted in oach artillery district on the coast,
where tho necessary means of special in-
struction already exisis.

6S. ‘The question as to the best mode of
providing permanent stafl for tho Militia ar
tillery regiments is one of considerable im-
portance, and is closely connccted with the
question as to the best and most econamical
method of providing Instructors of Volun.
teor artillery.

69. The commitice is of opinion that the
permaneat staffof any Militin Artillery re-
giment may not only suffico for the dutics
connected with tho yearly training of their
rogiment, but may also act during at least
ten months of each year as instructors {o
Volunteer corps thereby rendering it pos-
siblo in all districts largely to reduco the
numbor of Volunteer Artillery instructors,
and in somo districts to absorb them alto
gether.

70. At presontall tho instructors of Vol.
unteer Arlillery are sergeants of the Royal
Artillery,and it is suggested to apply this
system in foture to tho Militia Artillery, ab-
sorbing as soon as possible the preseut per-

manent staft and replacing them by Royal |

Artillery sergeants.

71. Each Militia Artitlery regiment should
of course be provided with a permanent
staft in the proportion of two sergeants to'

each company or baltery. A certain num
ber of theso sergeants should be attached
during the year to the depot centre of tho
artillery district, or to the depot centre of
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tho line district to which tho Militin .\rtil-
lery regiment tevritorially belongs, nccording
as plan («) or plan (b)) may be sclected for
adoplion, and would bo employed, when not
required for tho vearly training, in instruct-
1ag those Volunteer Artillery corps which
might happen to be at or within easy reach
of tho depot centie ; winlo the remaining
sergeants of the artitlery permanent statt’
would, when not required for training, be
detached as instructors to the head quarters
of the difterent Voluntcer Artillery corps
within the district.

72, Tho proposed arrangoment ol artillery
districts, showing theiv respectively compo.
nent counties ;. their respective establish-
ments of Reserve Forces of Artillery ; and
their respective training stations ; iv given
in Appendix (I,

73. As an illustration of the working of
plan (a), the first English artillery district
comprising the counties of Northumberland,
Durham, Cumberland, York, Westmoreland
Notts, Derby, Lewcester, and their cleven
Line centres is here taken.

The Reservo Forces Artillery of this dis
trict cousist of 3 Regimental Militia Artillery
thus distributed at—

Berwick...... 4 batteries.

Hartlepool.... 4 s

Scauborough. . 6

Volunteer Artillery 81 battunivs —viz, at--

Tynemouth. .. 3

Alnwiek...... 6 YNasthumbetland, .. 20
Neweastle. .. .- 11

Sunderland.... 1Y

Seahani....... 11

South Shields. 4 ¢Darhua ... .. ... 18
Jartlepool.... 2j

Whitehaven... 1‘

Carlisle..c.... 1}

Maryport..... 1} Comberlanl ..., 4
Harringtoun. . . IJ

Searboro’. ... 2

Fileys .- vuens 1)

Hull........ .. b

Hournsey ..... 1

Burlington.... }

Flamboro™.... 1

Guisboro’. ... §

Whitby ..... l

Leecds.. ..... 7] Yorkslure. ... ... 13
Bradford...... 1

York........ 1

Shedield ... 8 ]

Bowling. ... REN N

Heckmondwikel

Battey. ... .. 1

Haltlwx, ... 1]

Totd L oo..o. 84

e

Within this distict the thres Militin Ar.
titlery regiments would posess in the ag
gregate twenty cight regmental staff ser-
goants.

Thenumber of recruits passing through
the Artillery depot centre in any ono jear
may be estimated at 150, and would not Uo
likely to exceed fifty at any one time.

Of tho twenty-eight Militia Artillery ser
geants, there mught be employed during ten
months of the year—

Yergeants.
i In instructing the 6 Volun

teer battvites ab Alnwick . . ... 2
3 hatterieg at Tynemonth ..., 1
11 . Newcastle ....... 3

12 0« Durham and Sunder.
fand ...co..... 4
6 . B3 11) | FR 2

8 Guishor0..cveeene. .. 3
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“ Leaids
b Sheflield. .

T ¢« leeds ............
8
37 batterivs,

Leaving the isolaled corps in Cumberland
and Yorkshire to Lo otherwizo dealt with
for purpase of instruction. The twenty scs
geants nbovo specilied might be at all times
cmployed in recruiting for tho Royal and
Militin Artillery, under tho orders of tho ar
tillery licutenant-colonel. There would re
main cight Militin Arvtillery sergeants stv
tioned permanently in the artillery centie
for the instruction of recruits.

Tt is assumed that tho artillery depot cen
tre would be the brigade head quarters, ol
ready provided with whatl may be considered
a suflicient stafll

Supposing cither Neweastle or Sheflield,
whichare headquarters of Royal Artillery
field brigades, to bo selected as the depot
centres of this arlillery district it would
only Le for the purpose of training recruits
sinco tho Militia Artillery regiments of Nor
thumberland, Durham and York<hire must
be sent for their yearly training to the con
venient training stations on the coast~Tyne
mouth, Sunderiand, Hartlepool. where all
the means and appliances already oxist for
giving instruclion in garrison gun drill.

Asan examplo of the working of plan (J)
the case of Northumberland is taken.

This county constitutes a Line distict,
having for its depol centre Newcastle,

‘I'he Reserve Forces Artillery within th.
district consists of—

1 vogt. Militin Artillery. . .4 com. or but,

Volunteer Artillery ..... 20 hatteries.

The Volunteer batterios are disposed a3
follows ;—

At Newestle (Lise depat).. 11 batterio..
Almwick. ..ol ol s

sreseen o

3

Thoe Miljtia Arlillery would possess § ser-
geants as permanent staff taken from and
supernumerary to, the Royal Artillery : of
whom two would be employed in instructing
the 6 batteries at Alnwick ; 1 in instructug
the 3 batteries at Tynemouth : while the re
mnaining five, attached to the depot centroat
Neweastle, would be available for 1he in-
struction of the 11 Volunteer batteries of
that place.

Theso sergeants would all act as recruit-
ing agents for the Militin Artillery of the
county, as well as for the Roynl Artillery,
under the orders of theartillery lieutenant-
colonel.

The oulside number of artitlery recruits
passing through the depol in any one year
would be fifty, and would therefore never
bo likeily to exceed twenty at any eno time.

Tie plan here suggested of training Mili
tia Artillery recruils at Line depot centras,
daes not involve the provision of any addi
tional barrack accomodatjon. A suflicient
margin for Militia Artillery vecruits was kft
in cstimating the capacity of the depot cin
tre barrack: ard the Mililin arullery ser
geants might draw lodging monecy whenr
quarters wero not available. .

Within the artillery district, of whik
Northumberland forms ono of the compos
ent counties (sce Appendix F), thero arese
veral stations which would be convenicn:
for tho special instruction and yearly imia
ing of the Militia Artillery regiments of N
thumberland, Durham and Yorkshire, 3l
comprised within the artillery district; vin
Tynemouth, Sundgrland, Hartlepool, and
Paul's Point, at all'which places there ar
existing means of instruction in tworkisg
gArrison guns, .
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RIEGULAR AND YEOMANRY CAVALRY,

73. It is not possible lo eftect the samo in-
timato connection between these two bran.
clies of tho cavalry servico as proposed to be
crented between Lino and Militia Infantry;
hecauso it could only be in very cxeeptional
cases that men would volunteer from tho
Yecomanty for service in the Regular Ca.
valry.

'l‘l’m Yanmnury consist of the irming class
who ave attached by personal interest to the
sol, while tho Rogular Cavalry obtam their
recruits, for the most part, from the wrban
population. . .

‘'ho suggestions for dealing with this sub-
jectare thercfore limited to the following
mensures :—

76. Adjutants of Yeomanry regiments (o
be appointed in {uture from captains on
the qul pay of Regular Cavalry regiments.

The permanent stafl’ sergeants of Yeo-
manry regiments {obo sergeants of legular
Cavalry.

Cavalry officers {o be allowed to go on half
pay after o certain length of servica for the
purpose of serving as oflicers in Yeomanry
regimoents.

77, Asit is proposed that in future the
ofticers of Ycomanry,liko all other ofticers
of the Reservo Forces, shall qualify profes.
sionally for the ranlk which they may hold,
aswell as for promotion to a bigher rank,
facilities should be given for professional in-
struction by attaching officers of tho Reserye
forces Cavalry to Regular Cavalry regiments
on tho systcm which has been so succcessful
ininstructing officars of the Reserve Forces
Infantry and Artillery.

78. It might bo possiblo o extend the
system of forming cavalry {rainng schools
at cavalry stations convenientily situated
with respect to the Reseave Forces
Cavalry Corps ; wihere Yeomanry re-
cruits on first enrolment might receive their
recruit training ; and where officers on first
appointment might learn their duties; a
certain number of the permanent staff ser-
geauts of the Yeomanry regiments of tho
district being attachied to the depot centre
for the purposo of instruction.

ON RECRUITING.

79 The Lrigado districts inlo which the
sountryis proposed to be divided will con-
stitute so many recruiting districts, each of
which presided over by the licutenant colo-
nel of the depot centre, will form the special
recruiting field for tho Line and Militia In.
fantry battalions of thie brigade.

§8. Theso will, it is expected, as a rule,
oblain their recruits within tho limits of
their brigade district, although recruits may
Lo allowed to enlist from any locality for the
Line regiments of any brigade; and al-
though Line regiments will not be preclud
edfrom accepting recruits wherever they may
Lo stationed at home. .

§l, Udder & system of voluntary enlist.
ment the recruiting arrangements rust ob-
viously bo very elastic; and where the oc.
casion requires it, particular regiments,
which may find it very difficult otherwise to
oblain their necessary supply, may bo al
lowed on specialauthority 1o send recruiting
parties into brigado districts other than that
to which they belong.

$§2. Thus, ifit werenot considered desir-
ablethat any battalion should possess an cx
clusively English, Scotch or Irish character,
sucharesult might be precluded by means
of tho recrniting arrangements abovo referr-
«d to, vhereby cach battalion, obtaming a
cerlain nw 1ber of recruits in its proper In-
fantry district and by enlistment at its tem-
porary head quarters, might bo required o
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supplement these, in such proportions ns
might Lo desired, by reciuits drawn from
slistriets in any part of {ho wholo United
Kingdom,

$3. One ol the great advantages anlicipat
ed from parcelling tho country into districts
of limited area is that thereby cvery corner
of the country will bo more thoroughly ex-
plored and worked for recruiting purposes
than heratofore by the recruiting machmery
of tho different districts.

This reormiting machinery will, for the
Line and Mihtia infantry, be supplied in
cach district by the permanent Militia staff’
attached to the depot ceuttre, under tho or-
ders of the licutenant.colonel of the depot.

$4. The commiitteo is of opinion that in
the case whera a district is formed of two
battalions Lelonging to the samo regiment,
oue supposed to be always abroad, the casu-
alities of the fereign battalion may be sup-
plied with certainty and regularity, cven
under the present reeruiting laws.  Reeruits
from the depol Leing of a rule, drafted into
and forming the lower stratumof the home
battalion; and the supplies of men required
to feed the foreign battalion being drawn off
from tho upper stratum of the home batta-
lion. By thismethod the drafts for India,
consisting of men of the requited age, would
at all times be ready made up, and might be
despatched as required,

85. The case of a district which is compos-
ed of two linked regiments however, present
dificulties which it appears alinost impos-
sible to surmount, unless tho Secretary of
State shall have the power to transfer men
by a stroke of his pen, from one of the link
ed regimentsserving at liome to the other
serving in India; and that power can
only VLo obtained by enlisting all recruts
for general service in the Line battalions of
any brigade.

§6. The parieds at which ladian drafts
must Lo despatched are arbitrarily fixed by
tho Indian climate. 1If those drafts may not
be supplied by tho hame battalion. they
must be composed of men fresh from the
depot, recruits of a few months service ; and
the conditions as to age will probably be
found very embarrasing.

8o longas the demands for Indian deafts
are limited to seventy orcighty men foreach
regiment, which constitutes the present
average, it might bo possible to supply that
number of men of the required age stmight
from the depot. The operation of the sys-
tem wounld be to pass into the homa batta-
Jion all recruits under the age for Indian ser
vice, and to retain the others at tho depot
until the time should arrive for despatching
the drafts. But when the short service sys-
tem shall come into fuller operation the
demands for Indian drafts would be propor-
tionally increased ; and it would bo found
often impossible to make up the yearly draft
without resorling largely for nid to the home
battalions. - When that time arrives one of
two courses must of necessity be adopted
viz :—

Either the number counstitating the depot
must be largely increased at the expeunse of
the battalion serving at home, the lattter
being proportionally reduced : or somo ar-
rangement as to terms of enlistment must
bo made shich will admit of the linked bat-
talionat home supplying a Ia. go part of tho
draft tc be sent abroad toits sister battalion.

§7. It would scem morcover, very desir-
able that the system: proposed to be inaug-
urated, though ditffering in namein o adja.
cent districts,® should be identical and uni-
form in its action ; »nd if the proposed mea-

*One distriet laving two batld one ol tho
same reglmient, while the other has twwo Indee
peudentregiments,
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sure of enlisting men for goneral brigade
service should bo viewed as tending, in n
very small degree, to weaken tho Jino which
now separates tivo independent rogiments,
it is hoped that tho good acase of the army
may be relied upon to accept & provision,
the advantages of which are so palpable to
the gencral good of the seryice.

§8. Intimoe of war it would be convenient
to enlist recruits for general service in the
Lino and Militia battalions of any brigade
district.

89. Lecruiting for tho Guards, Engincers,
Rifle rogimeuts and Cavalry, mnust bo gene-
ral over the wholo surfaco of the country
under the following arrangements :—

Whenover any of the ahove named ser-
vices have oceasion to send recruiting par-
ties into any particular Line brigade district
the authority for their doing so should be
communicated Ly the adjutant-general of
the army through the gencral commanding
the division to the lieutenant-colonel of the
brigade depot concerned.

9. Recruiting for the Royal and Militia
Artillery, will, as a rule, be by artillery dis-
tricts, in the samo manner, and with the
same general qualifications, a3 recruiting for
Line and AMilitia Inlantry is by infantry bri-
gadedistricts.

91. But anartillery district will comprise
many infuntry districts, and the question
arises—how are the requirementsof tho Ar-
tillery in respect to generalrecruiting to bo
reconciled with the requirements of the lo-
calized infantry regments, and with tho
Jurisdiction of the colonels of infantry cen-
tres over theirrespective recruiting districts;
so not only shall there boe no clashing of in-
terests orauthority, but that the diffe.ent
services employed in raising recruits may
actin perfect concord.

02, Sinco it wonld be impossible to ensure
a fixed and certain supply of recruits from
cach of the recruiting districts into which
the country is supposed to0 be divided, the
Royal Artillery must have facilities for ob-
taining specially qualified recruits in such
districts as afford the most favourablo field
for their recrunting operations.

93. Whenever, thereforo, tho colonel com-
manding the artillery of a division might
apply to the divisional general for authority
to raiso recruits in any one, orin several, ol
the Line recruiting districts comprised with-
in the cominand exercised by the general;
the latter, should ho sco fit to geant the ap-
plication, should instruct the colonels com-
manding theso Line districts that the artil-
lery had been authorized through the agency
of the Artillery licutenant.colonel, to raise
s0 many recruits (specifying the number) in
their respective Line districts.

Q4. 1t is indispensable that the officer
placed inspecial chargeof s recruiting dis-
trict should havo this information, sinco the
entrance of a party of Artillery to  raise re.
cruits within bis special recruiting field
might scriously affect his calculations, un-
less tho number of recruils 20 be ihus ex.
ceptionnlly raised wero known and allowed
for by him beforchand.

035. Tho general sheald obviously bo
charged with regulating tho recraiting ser-
vice of his divisional commmand. That com-
mand comprises many Line centres or re-
cruiting districts ; and the general should
therefore bo the judge—in tho event of tho
artillery applying to mise an exceptional
number of recruils in any particular dis-
trict, whethier that number can bo spared
without seriously prejudicing the efficiency
of tho localiz forco for which that dictrict
form= the specinlrecruiting ground.

(T be contlnued.)
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CORRESPONDENCE.

[ The Editor docs 1ot hold himself responsible for
indtvidual expreistons of opinion {n communi.
cations addressed (o the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.]

To the Edilor of the VoLuaTeer Review,

Sz :—In an editorial of your issuoc of the
15th inst, occurs the following passage,
#Itisa subject of just pride to the Cana-
dian statesman and people, that thoy have
succeeded in solvitg the problem of an
armed nationality.” Now, Mr. Editor, I
trust that I am not one of those pcopla who
are in the habit of finding fault, merely for
the sake of finding fault, but if wo Cana-
dians havo really succeeded in solving the
problem of an armed nationality, itis certain-
ly news to me,and I think will be news to
the greater part of your readers, whoas I
believe are chiefly members of the Active
Force. That such of our people as have
carefully, prudently and constantly cver
mado it a rule to have neither act nor part
in the voluntcer or any other movement
looking to the defence of the country, should
in consequence of 80 seldom troubling them-
selves about such things, really not under-
stand what is meaat by an armed natwnali-
ty, and so not understanding, should be
quite willing and indeed anxious to believe
that nothing more is necessary to be done
13 quite possible. But such peoplo alone
will not feel inclined to smile, when you
seriously discourse of our having success-
fully solved the problem of an armed na-
tionality.

An armed nationality as I understand i;
is ont 1n which every man of suitable age to
bear arms, i3 capable of taking on himself
ata moments notice the duty of a soldier,
and of acquiting himself satisfactorily in the
discharge of suchduty. Are the Canadian
peoplo in that pasition? No, by my fith,
they aro not, And I will venture to say
that if the present volunteer syster is con
tinued, they will not succeed in making
oven o respectable approach toit, which in
our present circerastances is perhaps all
that i3 desirable or necessary. 1fa lecee en
magse of our population was required next
week or month to repel some suddenat.
tack of our giant neighbor, beyond forty
thousand more or less, of very partially
drilled volunteers, out of a population of
four millions, would we have a single rogi-
ment to show, in whose ability to bo of ser-
vice, tho most sanguine could confide? May
heaven long keep us from such asolution of
the problem of an armed nationality, as this
would bo! And thisunhappy result, would be
directly traceahle to our vicious but by some
people much be praised volunteer system.
Had tho service been made compulsory,
had a certain number of men Leen drafted
during the last ten years, each contingent,
as its tvo or three years term of service ex-
pired, being formed up in a compect and
availablo reservo, cach Reservo Battalion
bring kept as intact and well dofined ns
when forming part of tho Active Force, with

arms and accoutrements ready at Iead

Quarters o be delivered at a fow hours no-
tico ; we might indeed without a misapplica-
tion of language, boast that we had done
something towards solving the problem of
anarmed nationality. Nothing of this kind
can or will happen. no such result can be
arrived at under the volunteor system—asys

tewn which is in great part kept alive (after
its defects have been discovered, and re

peatedly and ably exposed in your own
columns) by the incessant, the fulsome
laudations of it, coming from persons who
ought to know better, but whose patriotism
appears to be somewhat in excess of their
judgment. Believe me, Mr. Editor, men
will not be found {o volunteer, with the
prospect of being formed up in reserves
when their time bas expired, nordo I see
that any Llame can attach to them forde

clining to do so.

But faiiing to form such reserves, and al
lowing our partially drilled men to be ab
sorbed in the great and clioalic mass of the
people, we in great parl waste tlie :nuncy
spent on their military instruction, and inas
much as we are concerned, the solution of
the problem of an armed pationality remains
as far off as ever. If our present volunteer
system turned out every threo years forty
thousand men, who having really and truly
completed the prescribed drill forthwith
made way for an equal numberof fresh men.
then, though a0 caro should be taken to
form reserves, somothing at least might Le
said for it. Every volunteer officer how-
ever, knows that tosappose anything of the
kind as actually taking place, would be the
most egregious nonsense. In point of fact,
somo volunteers drill for one year (i. e six
teen days) only, others for two or three
years, and a large proportion have been in
tho forco for seven or cight years, if not
indeed since its original inception. The
longer .. man has been in a company, and
the more ecflicient he has become in conse-
quence the less 1s his Captain willing to part
with him, 1 naturally exerts himself to
the utmos: .+ prevent his making way for
some greea deaol. But the volunteer who
bas been mmne years in a Company, has
taken the place of threo men, who undera
different system would have received a cer-
tain amount of military instruction and in
80 far have assisled us in solsing the pro-
blem of an armed nalionality. A volunteer
officer myself, and ono of long standing, I
may without exposing myseclf to the charge
of scif conceit, pretend to know something
of the working of the system, and it is now
many yearssince I came to the conclusion
that the aooner it was abolished, and a Qif
ferent system substitutal for it. the better
it would Lo for the true safety of the coun
try.  For ycars past tho force has been up
held only by the unceasing but not unweary
ing efforfs of the Company officers, who
havoe sacrificed time, money, and I fear in
some instances sclf-respect, rather than con

fess that tho company ccu’d not bo kept o

gether. May I ask, what right has tho com.
munily {o exact or expect such sacrifices
from any set of nen?  There is nu old say

ing about not drlving a willing horse to
death. Thoadvocates of tho present system
80 far from agiceing with the spirit of that
aphorism, scem to think that as soon as one
poor fellow breals down ant retires in dis

gust, it is of 1.0 consequence and all right as
another fool will certainly be found to take
his place, some one who having no objec

tion to humble pic as an article of diet, will
consent to coax and wheedle his neighbors
to join tho company, and ever after be their
most humblo servant, and very careful how
he offinls them in the discharge of hisduty

In short, the officers are in a false posilion
and discipline nnd efficiency sufler accord
ingly. The men cannot always be had when
required, and consequently a fult company
incampis the exception rather than the
rule. The men's pay is nol quite equal to
that of daily labnurers throughout the coun

try, anl they therefore mnever weary of
grumbling about the sacrifices they made
i becoming volunteers, which is of course
pleasant for the officer who induced them to
Jjoin, and highly conducive t» discipline and
a cheerful discharge of duty Ina word,
volunteering_is played out. The novelty
which w.s its chief attraction has worn off
Men no longer present themselves as volun

teers, (at least in this part of the Provinee)
but must be coaxed and entreated. And
thero being no immedinte danger of invasion
the movement is discouraged by thoughtless
people, who do not understand or will not
seck to remember that aseldier cannot be
created simultaneously with the emcergency
which requires his services. These pcople
have come t look on volunteering, as mere
playing at soldiers, and are much given fo
bestowing o pilying smile on those who
aroso foolish as to abandon their usual
avocations for so barren an amusement. I
am far from wishing to convey tho idea that
volunteering in Canada has not been pro
duclivo of some good results, or that the
money spent upon it has been squandered;
on the contrary, Ido notthink that we havs
atall paid too dearly for our whistle; butit
is time, it long has been time that the sys-
tem wero changed. What we want and
must have is a system which making the of-
ficers more indcpendent of the men, will
enable them to put in practice a more healthy ?
discipline. A systom which will not thros
on a few patriolic, energetic and sellsacrifis.
ing young men, the great burden of keeping
together a forcoin which the wholo com-
munity is ecqually intere .ed. A system
which will gradually train o arms a_consi-

derable proportion of our people, and nera
{ loosing sight of such trawned men, will enable
us to put out bands on them the moment
wo may require them. Such a aystem is the
draft.” Whenitis put in force and not be
fore wo will indeed have made a considerable
| step towards solving the problem of an ar-
ed nationatity. Yours &c,

RoLiQ.
1'0Orignal, 17th April, 1872,




