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HE FLOWERY KING-
DOM.
Irall the people of all
world can be imagined
standing abreast, in &
ngle line, 30 that they
aihould just touch one
mother, chat.line would
» about 500,000 niiles
ong — long enough to
h around the earth
enty times. And if
oy oould pass in front
that line and look on
face, at least one
n in every four you
ould a0 vonld be a
Fhiinaman.
Theum exxhteen pro-
noo8 in China proper,
h ons being about as
ge a8 Great Britain,
nd: yet it is very doubt
"whether many of the
and girls who have
d their geographies
o much as the
Rme of any one of these
rovinces. Americans
much of their vast
ouotry, yet China, with
Jependencies, has 30Q,-
30 more squsre miles
' are found in all
Bleir States aad Terri-
Hries, including Alaska.
oach square mile in
Uhnited States there
Bwell, on an average, ten
slcven persons, ‘while
[hins has as Jeast two
udnd snd 6£fty in-

ot i

:Mmﬁm three
b-rhn&ndmilhou

though we. think

towards giving
hemn the gospel of Jesus,
d wany thousands
Bhave already lsarned to
ovy him, there: has not
been sent from all

.ul-u the ompirs, -
hgummgh-ben;

Christian 1ands so much as cae minister for each
nillion of people. 1t Christians knew more about
Dins and thought more about it, they would surely
e moce effort to give to its millions the gospel.
Tho Chinese have many names for the land they

CHINA.

i}

Smerh
\
)
i 3
i
A
~
~ £
Y =
X
)
=k
)

Pekin, the wapitar of
this ureat empire, is one
of the lnrgest cities in
the world, having an es-
timated population of a
million and a half. Tt is
the seat of governinental
administration, and of
large commercial enter
prises. The strects ure
generally unpaved, and,
according to the- state of
the weather, are either
kieedeep in mud or
covered with dust. Tho
houses are chiefly made
of Lrick, one storey high,
and often embellished
with grotesque carving,
and much brilliant paint-
ing and gilding.

The street scenes are
generally of peculiar ani-
mation, from the number
of stulls and street buyers
and sellers.  All manner
of trades anl industries
are conducted in the open
air, and the picturesque
garb of the natives
which is fast becoming
faniliar in our Canadian
cities, gives colowr and
variety to the scene.

The larga picturs on
this page shows some of
these strange open-air
scenes.  In the - upper
group » juggler is per-
forming his  conjuring
tricks, and making his
pupprt fizures dance. At
his right his assistant is
playing on a flute, and
at the same time on a
tambourine and cymbals
with his feet, while a
gaping crowd look on
and admire.

The central part of the
pitun: shows the process
of drying and preparing
t & uier aslow fire, and
ou vither side are Chineso
oflicials. Delow isshown

our word China comes. This is very like the uan.o | the prucess of winding silk frow e wnouns,
Siniin, by which it is suppoued China is referied $o
in the Bible (Isa. xlix. 12).

Tlo Groat Wall was built upun the northern

They call it also | buundaries of tho cinpire two handral years before

“The bfiddle Kingdom,” somctimes * The Central | the Saviour came to carth.
Flowe:y Kingdom,” because they supposo it stands | defence against the warlike Tartars, but is now

It was designed as &

- e

pit. It is from their amuno Tein or Chin, that | in the centre of the oarth. quite useless. It runs from thosea along the northern
SR 2 ) ¥
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b border of the empire for 1,309 wiles (some authori
Lies say 1,500), passing through the valleys and vver
lotty  mountain ranges.  ‘The wall varies from
fiiteen to thaty feet in height, and 15 absat as tack
us at is high, while atintervals there ave Invae square
towers, some of them being lifty feet high. It s
ganl that six horsemen could 1ide abreast on the
top of the w.i What energy and paticuce the
Chineso must hLave had to build this envrmous
structure, which hins lusted now for over two thou-
sand years|

There nro said to be threo religions in Chinu.
Oune originnted with Confucius, a sage whae lived
about six hundied years before Cluist.  All the
" Clinese reverence him, and yet a large portion of
them follow anvthes 1eligion than the onehe taught,
Sume are Tuoists, and some are Buddhists, But
while these threo forms of religion are professed,
the peoplo cure little about any one of them.  Oneo
or twice n yeur each Chinaman bows and worshps
heaven and caith, but every day of the year and in
evers louse in the land, worship is ofered to de-
purted ancestors.  The uuiversal religion of China
is the worship of ancestors. Each family keeps
wiat are called ancestral tablets.  These are
bo wds, usualiy shout twelve inches long by thrce
widy, on which are written the name, rank, titles,
bis th and death days of cach deccased member of
the houschold.  Every day, morning and evening,.
incense 18 burned and worship offered before these
tubluts.

une of the saddest things about the religions of
Ciitna is that vone of them scom to have it for their
obiie ot to make men better. A priest once said to
1. wisstonary . “ Your rehigion does not give what
the people want.  When they worship they wish to
kuow whether they can grow rich and recover from
diseaso. In the caso of believing in Jesus, theie
are no benefits of this kind.” ‘Lhe poople bave no
hlen of & religion whose wim is to fieo from sin and
mako wmen pure.

Though the Chinese are good scholars and have
many books, they are as superstitious as the lowest
savazes, They Lelievein ghusts and evil spirits, and
ono of their singular notions is that these evil spirits
go 1 straight imes, and hence they make their
streots crovkul, so as te cunfuse and keep oft the
bad spirits.  They also Lelieve in an oraclo by
which they ean foretell their fate.  While incense
is burning and crackers aro fired off, to keep god
awake and attentive, the inquirer shakes a cup in
which are placed strips of wood with some written
words upon them, and from the strips that fail upon
the ground he learns lns fate.

Anothed sisgular notion of the Chinese is that
they can cunvey to any spnt, whether huwan or
diving, whatever they please, by simply burning the
article, or an image of it, in the flamos.  Hence as
they think that a friend, after his spirit leaves the
body, will need just what he needed here, they burn
prper imaxes of these subjects, and so fancy that
they reach the departed soul. A missionary de-
scribes a paper house which ho once saw built for »
person who had died. It was nbout ten feet. high
and twehve deep. It coutined a sleeping room,
hibrary, reception-room, hatl, and treasury. It was
furmished with paper chairs and tables.  Boxes of
paper moncy were carried in.  There was a sedan-
chair, with bearers, and also a beat and boatman,
for the use of the decersed tn the unseen world, A
table spread with food was place? in front of the
house.” This whole paper establishnient was sud-
denly sct fire to, and in the midst of a fusilade of
crackers 1t quickly vanistied in the flames.  What
a pitiable notion this is as to what human souls wiil
need i the future!

This idea that whatever is burned m the sacred
flamo is thus conveyed to uuseen spirits is applied
to prayers. The Chinuman always writes his
prayers and then barns them,  So he fancies they
£o up to the god or spirit he would address  The
priests 611 up blank prayers, according to the
wishes of their customers who come with their
various waunts.  People cowe to buy prayas for
thamselves and for others, and having had them

. —— = o .

Tho Mission of Boys.
BY L. A. OBEAL

Frox out the ranks of uoble nies,

\\ ho tion for Diuth and Right bave stood,
They aro bung called, as years yro by,

To ** come up higher * and dwell with God.

Their vacant places who shall §ill?

With wualth, und tongue, and pen, who li stand,
Aund bid the tides of 1l roll Lack,

That hasten to engulf the land ?

LY
W are pressing on to fill the ranks,
The world nceds bravo ten for the fight
‘That is waging still fiom age to aye,
For everniore ‘twixt \Vrung nuﬁ(ight. .

With purpose true and courage high,
Whoure they have fullen we wjll stand,

Tl Riglitconsness wand Truth prevasl,
Aud ¢arth bevows Inmanuel's land,

OUR PERIODICALS:

1XS YEAR ~PORTAGK TRRS .
The Lest, the clieapest, the wost eatertaluing, the most popular.

Chefstlan Guandian, weebly . ooieiicetiorenninnnnas
Sethodist Slagazine, 90 pp . wonthly, fHlustrated
Slethodiag Magazie and Guandlan together.. ..
Mazaxine, Guaniian and Onward o ctier ...,
e Westeran, Malitay, weeklyioiecieerzaeas
Sundav-Schivol Bauner, 52 pp svo., tnouthly
Onward, 8 pp. €to., woekly, uader 6 coples
b copies and OVEr .iiiiiecenececsaine
Vleasant Hours, ¢ ppr, 410, weekly, single coples....
Lesa than 20 coplos ..........

Over 20 cobitd v vevennaoisnaens
Sunbeaus, foitnizhtly, less than 10 copd
10 eo’-lu and upnands
Happy Days, fortuglitly, lows than 10 copied .ooaees
10 ooples atid Upwards ... ...... eae
Rerean leaf, uronthly, 100 coples per 11080 oy (TeeesTaasarsnaens
Quarteriy lteview Servioe. 3y the year, 240, & dosen ; $2 per 100;
ez quarter, 6 & dox. ; LOo. per 100 .

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publlaliing House, -
29 to 33 Richuond St Weat and 30 to 38 Temywccance 88, Tarante.
Q. V. Coarae, 8 F. Hussn, ‘
8 Weury Street, Wesleyan Book Roow. *
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK.
Rev. W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Editer.
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LETTER FROM A JUNIOR LEAGUER. _

Tus following communication is from a member
of one of our junior leagues. Theé youug writer
says :—“This is my first attemptiat snything of
this kind, and I do not suppose it will-be £t for pub-
lication, but I thought I wouald 3end it, ° We have
quite a flourishing junior league in our~chuich. I
will send you a report soon if you-care to have-it.¥
By all means send the veport; we want to hear-
from every league in the Conference.

Dear Sir,—No church should be without an Ep.

Will not the givls and boys of to-day become, in
the future, our leading men and woment Will nad-
the boys become the leading statesmen of our coun-
try, and fill other positions of honour$ It is there-
fore necessary that they should Le so trained:that
their unfolding from boyhood to manliood, and from,
girlhood to womanbood, will' find thewn with Sanguine
hiopes, high iuspirations, and-lofty ideas. The world.
is at best full of sorcow and sin, but a bLrave-heart
can do a great deal, : )

There is so wuch to do, so much good seed to
sow, and ill weeds to root up, that it is impossible
for the present generation to accomplish all, and it
must be left to the coming men and women.

It is the Epcorth League that will treain them to
perform their duty faithfully, and teach ‘them the
higher lessons of life.

Pastors, see that you organizs a league immedi-
ately, if one has not alrerdy been formed. It will
arouse the church, it will set the young people to
work, make them sociable, aud teach them to lead
noble and true hves. Do so at once, and you will

L filled out, they go away to burn them.

never regret huving taken the stop. It way give

worth League, for the young neced special care 4o
train them spiritually and bind them to the Church. ]

you extia work, but thon remember you are thel
# Shephord of your flock,” ' ;
Now, a word to the young Epworth Leaguer. 110
you, wiy dear young friend, look out npon the worid{f
as it is, and not as it should.be? Are you satisficd
that greed, and bunger; wout and dédpair, s and§
sorrow are everywhere? ¢ No,” you reply. Wellg
then, i you desive to do ydur dhave in the great§
work that remains to bo done, first yield your henrt
to God, and with his hely ovéré‘ﬁne yourself. ‘Llus i
is of primo importance, - “He who overcometh
himsetf, is* greater than Tte who taketh o city.”
"Thea having doue’this and putting on the whole i
authour of Gud, you will be.squippod for life’s jour B
ey in ovéry wagpe Yousiill Le sure €6 succeed if
the Lord 13 on your side, for success nlways crowns [
the cfforts of those who live hfs as it should Lo ¥
lived. Co
Tennyson very boautifully says:

¢ "Tis only noblo to Le yood,
‘t'rue hearts are more than coroneta™

.
il
t:
.

Or in prose it would ba: Goodness is true nobility ;
fuithful hearts ato greater than crowus or sceptres. [

Shaw all your ‘golden shield of lifs, and like the [
ripple of nn ever widening citule, it will bLiess and [
hallow sll the wovld.— IWesleyan. i
LISTENI s
BY J..B. GOUGIL ;
1
{
|
4

Ax English geiitlsman in New York said to me, }
“You can't do auything in Eugland. Look at the
immense amount of mduey invested in breweriest”
#«Look at the impiensepealth of the brewers!” 1 said
-to him. ‘¢ My friend; 50 you forget what God hus
dono for our-country’? | There was more wioney in.
vestod in.dlaves here ?l:m‘thcrc is in beer there. B
Thire were one thousand willion pounds sterling §i8
invested in the United!. ntes in sluves; and you 3
-have not us much as th‘xt invested in beer, that I k)
kx';_ow-oi But when God saw fit 10 move, what were
willions to-bin? ’ ) ;

s At the loss"of 300,000 Jives, and at the sacrifice bl
‘of hundreds of millions of treasure—in bleed, and §if
fire, aud smoke, be swept nway the awful degrada- §!
tion. i

“And Itellyon as I tiok upon the slaves of drink, i
I feel sometimes a8 if American slavery could only
be exceeded by the voluntary slavery of the votaries £
of drink. © Why, £140,000,000 they tell us ave §
‘annually spent'in Gredt Buitain for drivk, For i
what.t Not for bueed, but for that which makes }
‘every loaf of bread deafer to every consumer. Not B3
-for meat, bab for that whicli decreases the business B
il healthful food. Kot for that which prolongs ¥
life, but Joc that.whicli notorious!y shortens it - Not §
for that wileh'supportaischools x 1d colleges; but.for Jy
that vhich eripples t,hm{. Not for that-which: lessans
taxation, but for that’disheartenipg result, the en- ff2
largément of prisons andl reformatorics, and lunatic |8
asyluins, and-places for the helplessness and the Ef)
sickness that might be prevented, and for the §
qbominable, vagrancy and brutal’ erime: all the
property you possess is levied on to pay for these.
“Drink scatters.no béauty or blessing in a-single 3%
honse, for it menaces: axid blights. all things lovely -
aod hesutiful that Jt todcheg.. It.gives 10:cool brain
or ‘just judgment, but i§ an admitted foc to all this.
It remedies no legislative wrongs, but is a factor in
most of thewm. It‘ﬁold‘ﬁ baek no murderer’s hand,
Vgt ‘perves it: It helps no one in-paying-honvst ‘B
debls, but everywher¥iy a hindrance to all upright
endeavour. ™ F e e s

“Fancy the huilding of gaols, and luuusic asylums,
and Feformatorics, for the results of any other busi-
ness in the world but this! Fancy keeping & staff §#
of men at the public cxpense to ¢ako care of the §
refuse of any-other business than this! And I do
look with pity at your policemen. Oh, what a wark,
poor fellows, they have to do—bruised, and Lattered,
and cut, and maimed ; and in every case itis drink ]
drink ! drink 1”

Mns. JasoN—“\Vhen they tie up a railroad §
they don’t actually use a rope, do they!” N,

Jason—* Noj; it is generally done with s string of
resoluticns.” .




PLEASANT HOULRS.

The Seczeh of the Sen.
BY II. W, LONGYXLLOW,

An! what pleasant visions haunt me
As [ gaze upon tho aes,

Al the uld romentic legends,
All my dreams coma back to e,

Sails of silk and robes of sendal,
Such a gleam in ancient lore;
And the singing of the silors,
- And the answer frow the share !

Most of all the Spanish Lellad
Haunts me oft and tatries lang,
Of the noble Count Aspoldos
Angd the sailor’s mystic song.

Like tho long waves on a sea-bheach
Where the santt us silver shines,

With o soft, menotonous cadence,
Iow its unritymed lyric Hnes j—

Telling how the Count Arnoldos,
With his hawk upon his hard,

Saw u fair and stately galley,
Steering onward to the land j—

How he heand the ancieut helmmean
Chant a song s wild and clear,

That the sailing sea-bird slowly
Toised upon the mast o hear,

Till his soul was full of longing,
And he cried with unpulse strong,—
¢ Jiclmsman ! for the love of heaven,
me too, that wandroas soug.”

© 11 Y RONIAR shou, " ap the Delpgpan answered
.,1.‘01"3&8‘ o scapenof \po'seal. '
Only thosc who brave its dangers
Compeehendigs mystery 1

In each sail that skins the horizen,
In each landward blowing brecge;
I behoia that stately &alk{,
Hear those mownful melodiea.

Till my soul is {ull of longing
For the secret of the sca,

And the beart of the t ocean
Sends & thrilling ps;? through me.

LOST IN A MINE

BY HESBA STBEYXTON.

CHAPTER IIL

Te pit was more familiar to Reuben Hamldine
han tho woods and lanes of the qountey over
rounid. It was a vory anclent one; how long it
d been worked nohody could tall, put for genera.
s back there had been a small though regular

L tput of conl, which had beeir just warth digging

arksome way underground.

b accustom him to s darkuess and its

g their fellow-workinen or their kinsfolke in

ving
nother's ; and Reuben still felt the
pe ' sod -aversion with which be bad

bnes of his fathar’s voice seemed to be

y, alony the winding and marrow vaina ot the,
meral. Thero had Leen mo mora meoney spent
n it thau the abmlutely necessary ontlsy ; and
sst of the old disused footways had besm sllowed
sink in, making little dells and dimples in the
eods overhead, where the eatliest pripsroses and
olets were blooming, ss Reuben thresded bis
He found himself
pally mere at home in these black and windiug
Brlleries than in tho green tangle of the bresk-
ood above ground, for whilst he was a were
hild Ins father had often taken him down the pit,
periis.
e could recollect strolling about, it, bolding his
fther's wand, and lighted by his lamp, whilas -
rned every footwny and siding, as if they had
pen the streets znd thoroughfares of some sown.
S8d¥e could remember, too, how his fathee had toki

m atories of men whose seuse of comadesbip
d bern 80 strong in them that they held theie
ves cheap in comparison with the shame of leav-

peﬂ.

he

ins when be was Lhimsclf 4 Loy. As ke mried
ong his rough, dark road as swiftly as

Dostitle, the
sinly in bis esvs, seying ever and over aguin e

fawiliar words : * He lsid down lus life for us, and
wa ought to Iny down our lises for the Lrotlnen.”
Onee Reuben prused for a single nstant, and said
Lalf aloud :  Yes, father! 1'll do iw”

Before wiany minutes had passed he reached that
dip 1 the narrow rondway which raust be pa.ued
through beforo he could gain the Long Spinny
siding, For the last huundred yands or so the
water had been up to his kucos, aud ot evory step
now he felt himself smking iutw it more deeply ;
but, whether lLecause tho ilood waa wising or the
path was sloping, he could hardly tell. Yet his
safety- his return to light aud life—dopended
almost utterly on this. In no part of hia course
hiad the curvont Leen so strong as to show that the
Lroach through which it lind broken was very large
He rvcoliocted only n few days ago listening to the
sullen mwurmur and gurgle of hwprisoued wators,
which had uever sparkled in the sautight, beating
a thin wall of rock left hetweon thow vad the spot
where he was at work. .\ single blow of the pick-
axe would have released them. ‘Lhe question was,
whether it had been somo small darksome tank,
that would soon bo exhausted, or sowe immense
mud bidden resarvoir of a hundrved subterrancan
springs, whick wust brek duwn the frail barrmer
[and pour itself in resistlass forco along the winding
lovel of the pit.  lle could not solve this question ;
but there was not an instant to lose. The dipping
footpath must be trodden ; even if he could lead
his friends back to tho shaft by that other way of
which be had spoken,

His safoty-lump —which Lic had fastened securely
in the front of his cap—cast a pale glimmer of
light upon the slowly whirling water into which he
plungcd ; aud tha trewulous gleam which quivered
before biw, and upon the low roof above i, ap-
peared almost mcre terrible than utter darkness
would have been. As he moved on through the
deepeniug stroum he could hear, louder and louder,
the gloowy sound of a torrent surging through a
parrow outlet, as if the sluices of some great water-
course had been opencd. It was sn inexpressibly
mournfu! and threatening sound.  His heart failed
him, and he stood still for a fow seconds thinking.

The flood was awirling around him, and the pale,
gloomy light of his lamp fell on tho eddying water
before him. The voof veas low ; and not far fromn
wheve Lo stood tha reflaction of his light seemed
w show that the flood already touched it, cutting
off his access to his friends. ‘T'he chance of saving
them was so small, would it not be wiser—was it
not, bis duty~—to retrace his steps whilst tiere was
‘yok tima There were Abby and his mother to
think of Behind lay the daylight, and his plea
sant home, and AlLby, 50 unutterably jrecivus to
him ; whilst before him there was a (}cadly risk
and a were chauce of making bis way to his couws-
rades. ‘Ever if he should succeed in joining them,
it might be only to share their fate and die slowly
of hunger, should the flood cut them off from the
shafs, and yet not reach their higher place of nuser-
able and fatal refuge. Surely it was his duty to go
bk while going back was possible.

He did not linger more than s few seconds.
< Ho Jaid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
L down our lives for the brethren,” came to hLim
F aguii, as if spoken by one who had a right to de-
wmnd the sacrifice.  With a deap-drawn breath he
warched forward 1t thg black stream. A swift
current of air, awecping along the surface of the
water, blew his hair into his eyes, and wmade the
flame of his Jusp quiver. If that wout out lie
would be Jeft in wtter darkness. He folt a littlo be-
wildcred, too.  The long galleries and sidings, per-
fectly familiar as they were to him, secwed strange
now that they were Hiooded, and thore was auly »
low archway of a foot or 80 visible above the water.
He could soarely tell whercabouts he was. The
path was still tending downward, and the flood
rising higher about him. Now it was breast-high.
A fow steps further oa and he could only keep his
mouth above it by stretching himself as upright as
pouible. If his feet did not touch rising ground
in half-a-dozen paces, his lamp ruust Le put out,
| avem ¥ ho struzgled through himeelf in safety. To
%o back now was as a.%cult as to go forward, But
 there was new no longer any question in. his wind
as to going baok. He knsw that the end was
(e ot bond, and & fow ssoeuds saly weald do

L

-

11

cido it. They wero a fow secouds of intense anxioty ;
but his feet soon folt the ground rsing bLeueath
thou, and ho knew that the victory was hus own.
A mpturs of joy, such as he had nover fult Lefury,
vushed through him, Tu snother five minutes ho
would reach the siding, whers his lost comrudes
were waiting in despair for thair inevitable fute.
ke faucied he oou!\i we their faceg, hit up by the
light of their safety lanipa, turning towards bim as
he drew near to save thew from doath.  They were
all vory dear to him; but they had never scomed
so dear to him ws at this moment. The peril he
had cowme throuygh was so great, and ho had so fully
couquered the temptation to lease them in therr
woe, that his own Jove for them lad deepened n
bundredfold.  1n another miuute or two he would
hear their voicos, and feel their hands dnsping lus,
nnd ho would lexd them by & safe way to the day-
light, und the safety, and the life above.

He was hurrying on breathlessly, for thero was
even now no tiwe to lose. But presently lie hesi-
tated, aud looked around him with a gesture of be
wilderment and an air of anxious inspection. Tho
water was still knea-duep, and the rough walls of
rock and the low roof which hemmed bim in would
have appeared, to any other vyes, exactly the sune
as the other galicries and passages of tha old miue.
But the difference was plain to him.  He lud, in
his burry und perplexity, missed bis way ] This
was not the Long Spinny siding, where his youny
brother and his comrades hud been ut work, and

from which a circyitous routs might yet lead to the |
foot of the shaft, where his nwther nud Abby wure |

waiting snd praying for them. It was a blind cut-
ting, long ago deserted, fur away from the shaft,
and with the flood already filling up and surgng
through the :cadway by which alonw hie could have
returned. He was lost aud ho had saved ne onul

) (To bs continued.)

8IGN THE PLEDGE.

Here is something from the Christian Observer
that may be of interest and use t some boys and
girls who read this papor in the Cuuise of a few
years, Cut it out and keep it till you get old
cnough to understand it, and then try to profit byat.

¢ wish boys and girls could signh a pledge to be
only friends,” said a bright and sensible girl to wio.
« ] think more than balt the pleasurs of associntion
is spoiled by the provalent idea that there can be
no interest in cach other that does not moan love,

“1f iy Lrothers shuw to girls such Liudly atten.
tion as brothers might, the guls at viice bugtu tawct
as if they thought the Luys ju lose with thun, sud
s0 they do not dare to be cien haad; and they auy
the other younyg wen have the same expuiicuce, and
are afraid to be guuwiney fuudiy vuless they are
willingly suppused to be lovers. On the other baud,
if 1 like a young man, and tzeat banin a fasnh aud
friendly way, he at once imagines | am *settng
my cap’ for him, and either *fizhts shy * or begins
to treat ;o with a lovehke familianty whik isuot
pleasant.”

This voices the experiences of many & young
wowan, whose sincere fricpdsbip might be the sal-
vation of wany a youny wan, and who wuvld Le
glad to be a genwmpe belpful cunrade, but who
Liesitates for fear of being ansvuderstood.

COME TO JESUS.

Two little gitls came howe from Sunday-echool,
saying, ¢ Mamma, our teacher said 0 us today
that we must comoe ta Jesus if we want to he
saved ; but how can I come to him when ¥ cannot
see himt”

“Did you not xsk mo to get you a drink lust
night$” replicd the mother.

#Yeas, mamma.”

“Did you see me when you asked me$”

“No; tat I knew that you would hear me, and
get it for me,” said tho litele girl.

# Well, thatis just the way to come to Jesus Wy
canngt see hiin, bu. we know that he is near us and
hears every word we zay, and that be will get us
whed we 3eed.”

|
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PLEASANT HOURS.
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PRAIRIE DOG TOWN.

Quzgr looking dogs, yousay! and
well you may, for they are not a bit
like dogs. They are more hke small
woodohucks, and are called dogs pro-
bably from the lttle yelping noise
they make when talking to cach other.
They are about thirteen inches long,
and £ a reddisb brown colour. They
are very sociable little creatures, hun-
dreds of them living in the same dis-
trict with their burrows close together;
these districts are called towns or
villages. Around the mouth of each
burrow they pile the carth to a height
of about eighteen inches, and from the
top of these they sce what is going on
in the community, as one or two con-
sequential looking little fellows are
doing in the picture. This attitude is
one of thé most amusing things in the
world. In Lincoln Park, Chicago, is
quite a colony of prairie dogs, whose
antics aro an endless source of fun.
Burrowing owls and rattlesnakes often
live in the same holes with the prairie
dogs. There is one of each here, you
see. They seem to be having a spar-
ring 1xteh, and are evideatly making
such a clatter as to alarm the little
papa dog, who is waing down to seo
what all the noise is about.

Tax skill of the parent is shown in
making tho child do of his own accord
what the parent wauts him to do, and
in wsaking him refrain of his own
will from doing whbat is unwise and
L injurious.

Prairiz Dou Tows,

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.

STUDIES IN ISAIAN, JEREMIAH, AND
KZEKIEL.

B.C. 701.) LESSON 1V. {Jan. 24,
HEZEKIAH'S PRATYR AND DELIVERANCE,
Isa. 37. 14-21, 33-38. Mem. verses, 15-17.

GowrpeN TxxT,

The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,
aud delivereth them.—Ps. 34. 17.

CexTRAL TRUTH.
God is the hearer and answerer of prayer.
Hxrrs Ovzr Harp Pracxs,

Sennacherib, with a great army, attacked
the cities on the comst of Palestine, de-
stroyed, he says, forty-six cities of Judah,
and while he was at Lachish, thirty miles
from Jerusalem, sent an army corps under
the Rabehaketh, or chief officer, to de-
mand the surrender of Jerusalem. They
said that no one had withstood their army,
and none could. To yield meant captivity,
loss of the kingdom, all manner of sorrows,
and the destruction of the nation as the
people of God and the upholders of the
true religion. At Isaiah’s word, Hesekiah
refused to surrender. Then Sennach
sent the lotter again demanding the city.
AMlessengers—Of  Scnnacherib. — Hezekiuh
prayed—And so did Isaiah. (2Cliron. 32. 20.)
Lor chovah, as this word always mcans
when printed in small capitals in our Bibles.
or ized forces—angels, worlda,

wers of nature—roady to do God's will

wellest between the cherubim—Which are
upoa the mercy seat over the ark. Here
God often appesred in glory. (Exod. 25,
22)) Keproach—Sco verses 1-13.  They
were no gods—Sennacherib had destroyed
other nations, and their gods had not saved
them, for thoy were mere idols. But Heze.
kiah pleads that God be not classed - with

such idols, for he is really God, and would

rove it to all nations by glv!ngohin people

eliverance, 7'Ae angel - of the Lord—A
spitit from heaven; or some natural force
us u peatilence, which is called God's an i
or inessenger. {(See Ps. 104, 4; 2 Sum. 24,
13 16.) And it came to pass— About twenty
yenrs later.

Find in this lesson—
1. A great need.
2, ‘The true source of help.
3. An earnest prayer.
4. The answer.
5. Some things about God.

Revisw Exxeoise.
. What great trouble came upon the
Jows in Jerusalem? *The Assyrians be-
seiged them with an immense srmy.” 2
What did Hesekish do in his troylle? “He
went into ths temple and prayed.” 3 By
what prophet did the answer come? * By
the prophet Isaiah.”

CATECHISX QUESTIONS.

5. What does tac Gospel promise?

‘The Gowepel is the of God to par-
don, sanctify, and save from eternal de-
struction all who, sccording to; his com-
mands, repent and believe on his'Son.

dod Bless the Farm,

Gop bless the farm—the dear old farm,
God bless its every rood !

Where willing hearts and sturdy arms
Can earn an honost livelih

Uan from the coarse and fertile soil
Win back a recompense for toil §

B or
God’ b‘lvamin‘thm all—each leaf's a gem
In Nature’s gorgeous disdem.

The orchard that, in early spring , |
Blush rich in fragrant flowers, |,

And with each autumn surel brix:g,
Their wealth of fruit in golden showers,

Like po tes on Aaron’s rod—
A o from Nature’s God.

And may he blees thé farmer's home,
Where peace and plenty rdqn
No happier spot 'neath heaven’s
Does this broad, beauteous esrth contain,
Than where, socure froni care or strife,
The {armer spends his peaceful hife.
Unvexed by toil and tricks for gais,
He turns the fertile mould ;
Then acatters on the golden grain,
And reaps reward an hun fold—

He dwelis where and beauty charm,
For God hath his home and farm !

LETTER T0 OUR BOYS.

My Dzag Boys,—There are g0 many
boys who are just crossing the thres-
hold of that corner saloon that! I must
unburden my mind. If I could only
make you and them believe that there
is nothing smart or manly about this
aping of the vioes of grown-up people,
but that it is altogether contemptible,
something would be gained. To be s
vicious boy is not to be aman. Yom

mounting a pair of stilts and-stuffing
a pillow under your veat, and;donning
a long-tailed coat. People would only
Isugh at you for your pains, and you
would be the guy of all the town,while
you would remain just as much a boy
as ever. So it is with your cigareites

erib [ and your lager-beer, and even with the:
¢ whiskey straight,” that you -called’

for so manishly at the saloon' last
week.

instead of making a man of you, ruing
all your chances of manhood: Mendo
not grow on a diet of cigareties and
lager beer and ¢ whiskey straights.”
To speak with all seriousness -there is
no manliness, honour, respectability,

but this is what & barrel: of whiskey

H .d . &~
high dome - | Britia

might just as well try to grow up by .| Our Darlings

Let we tell you that the saloon,:

wealth or fame in a whiskey-barrel; ]

does contain, as some one has put it §
thyme : A

Ab.mlofheodm:l:u,«Hnmmlm,dq

woes ;
A barre] of curses, a barrel of blows ; ;
tears from a world-weary wife §
:ohmw.slguﬂlo‘mih; 1
unavailing regret ;
cares and a barrel of debt ;
crimee and » barrel of pain ;
ope ever blasted and vain
falsshood, a barvel of cries

agouy heavy aad
rdno{—p('t’.bhmrhfnlls
uid dimnation that fires
27, Vi, and BUght
verty, s
terrors  that grow with

of hunger, & barrel of groans ;
orpbm‘mo-t&:ifulm: )
ts that a8 they pass °

on the liquocr that s i
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Believe me, dear boys, this awful b

rel in which you are trying ¢
find the elixir of manliness, contair
only these ingredients. Is it wort
while for any bright boy to medd
with them. Your friend, ]
AxOrLp Man. §
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Our friends will remember that we PREP
THE POBTAGE on ail theze books, and it

case of the targer books, the postage le'¢
siderable. We wish £o state that friends ¢all
personally can have these books as cheaply
atany ether store inthe city. . v a‘. s

WILLIAM BRIGGS
Methodist Book and Pablishisy Hoase
.. Joerunte. - -
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