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CANADIAN QUARTERLY REVIEW,

FOR

OUR MISSION.

The history of human progress presents a continuous
conflict to realize a few truths, seen in the abstract, by
an endless multiplicity of wrong agencies, and wrong
methods of application. more con-
spicuous than in the diversified means employed to fit
the young for the business of manhood.  While, in the
aggregate, there is a unanimity of purpose with regard to
imparting in early life the precepts, the habits and pro-
fessional talents that qualify the individual to perform
ereditably and profitably the duties of his carthly mission,
and the teacher no less than the parent aspires zealously
to mould youthful character into the desired cunforma-
tion, there is still an acknowledzeds inadequacy of the
means employed to the end sought to be attained, in the
contrast between the actaal man, who i~ the matared
result of educational labor, and the ideal type which
governs the successive stages of the educational process.
And this dispanty is not limited to isolated cases, to

Thix is no where

Tocal causes or sectional influences: but is common to
the human family, in all its forms of civilisation.  Edu-
cational professions are much the same evervwhere
They aim in all cases to make men what they should be.
to improve the race and to benefit society.  There is a
solid stratum of goodness, a spark of the divine essence
planted deeply and irmscibly in the being of every hu-
man creature that works for good, and, amid even the
darkest nurturings of depravity, glimmers forth to
show that there is a forlorn hope, notwithstanding
that education and circumstances may have conspired to
make the individual what he would not otherwise have
been.  So far there is no difference regarding the object
to be accomplished, for the professions and intentions of
both parents and teachers, under varying systems, une-
quivocally aim at the most benevolent results.  But
when, with a critical eye, we come to look at the prac-
tice and to cxamine the instrumentalities of education,
the work seems a series of contrmadictions thronghout
most of its details.  Both the teachers and the pupils
appear the victims of a system or svstems. at once arbi-
trary and irmational.  The former hold on by a series of
cananized formularies, to depart from which wonll he
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open heresy ; while the latter are drageed, parrot like,
throngh a course of committals and rehearsals of themes
and learned phrases, the natural clements and structure
of which they are bot taught to understand. The
memory is made paramount to the reason. Whatever 72
acquired is by 10te. And this, as we have said, is not
And so

one generation succeeds another; men grow up, enter

an exceptional practice ; it is the general rule.

lite and perform their part on its husy theatre aceording
to one set form ; and when they guit. it is to make way
for others who are prepared, by similar parental and
seholastic instruction, to pass through the same undevi-
ating routine, without questioning or knowing the ra-
tivnale or ground of their inherited misconceptions.

If the disparity thus manifested  betwixt the abstract
truth and the practical result, is attributable to mixeal-
culated means and 1o a misconception of the required
conditions, it requires no great faculty of pereeption to
indicate the course . hich ought to be pursued in order
to make the means «nd the end harmonize. 1t beeomes
necessary. in short, to go back to first principles and to
make use of a mathematical mode of procedure, in distin-
guishing between what shonld be rejected, as belonging
to the oll established vegimen, and what. in the new
series of suggestions, s worthy of adoption. By so
doing we arrive, at once, at the fact that the most im-
portant errors and defeets of the present mode of teach-
ing lie at the very threshhold, when the child first en-
ters on the rudiments of his native tongue; that they
extend to the more advanced branches in the Fuoglish
department ; and farther, that they make the study of
furcign laneuages an affair of the greatest difficulty and,
in most cases, altogether impracticable.  These are
emave reflections which, nevertheless, appear still more
serious when they come to he minutely examined.

And the evil is not confined to the difficulty of ac-
quiring even an imperfect  equaintance with native or
foreign languages. It has of late years assumed a form
pregnant with alatent and expressed desire and inten-
tion to circutaseribe thedepartment of ancient languages ;
if not, eventually, to suppress it altogether.  The most
recent indication of the popular mind, including the
ferlingamanen r.mpopt:ﬂﬂo clacaafedueatinnicts eonnected



2

with the higher seminaries of ]c.mnnfr in Ln«rl’md and
America, is to give the ancient languages a subordinate
place in the scholastic curriculum.  The tendeney is to.
ignore the traditions and experiences of the past ; not
beeause they are not worth knowing, but because, in
comparison with the present, the labor required for their
study is Herculean and in most cases profitless.
crusade against what are called the dead languages must
not, therefore, be supposed to have originated from a
sense of their inutility ; nor is the present excitement,
in favor of limiting tue branches of cducation toa
knowledge, exclusively, of ¢ common things,” to be re-
ferred to a settled convietion that the latter are the most |
essential to the formation of national character.
supposition would be fulacious.
sound, in so far as its appreciation, in an abstract sense,

The ‘

t

' - . ..
simple, and at the same time critical.

Sucha '
The public mind is:

of the real value of holding fast by the knowledge of

the ancient world, applies.
is an instinet that cannot be eradicated, however it may
be obscured, for a time, hy false reasoning or the exigen-

The veneration for the past

THE CANADIAN QUARTERLY REVIEW

ancient Ianrrud-rcs are Icss to be desired as a br’mch of
education, but, simply, for the reason that an imperfect
- kuowledge of them cannot be acquired without an ex-
penditure of time, and money, and patience, altogether
disproportioned to the advantages afterwards to be de-
rived.

The Canadian Quarterly Reeciew has been commenced
clueﬁ) with a design to explain a system of studying
ancient and modern languages, in a way exccedingly
This announce-
ment may excite ineredulity, with many, who have had
cognizance of the erroncous pretensions advanced by
numerous publications, professing to teach without a
master and mostly on, what i3 called, the Hamiltonian
System ; whileothers may imagine there is no short
road possible, wherein to comprehend the cudless rules
and exceptions, common to the various methods of
teaching those langnages with which we are most fami-

liar. A cursory examination, however, of the English

“or Latin Grammar is sufficient to satisfy any one that

cies of conflicting causes ; and the prevalent disposition |

to depreciate the value of Greek and Latin espeeially, !

by persons who have not had the advantage of studying
those languages or who have
study afterwards to any profitable account, is to be traced
to the apparently insuperable difficulties and disgust at-
tending the process of learning them.  In the abstraet,

therefore, and in o far as the latent sentiment is an

indication, the cull for the teaching of *¢ common things ™ ' .

On the other hand, and with
itself, carried on to expel the
to depreciate their value

is an 1.posed necessity.
respeet to the crusade
ancient languages or, at least,
and importance, the threatened consequences appear
rather alarming.  Setting aside what has been done in
England, partly a result of which has1 on the University
teform Commission ; or in the United States where the
teaching of Greek and Latin is becoming every day
more subservient to the professional pecuniary demands
of business men 5 we have had, within the last few years,
in Caunada, more particularly in Montreal and Toronto,
various indications of a disposition to modify the vld
order of things so as to make our schools conform to the
progressive materialism of the age. The claims of com-
meree and ¢ English classics” have been ably set forth,
and =o also of a knowledge of ¢ common things;” and
in all cases this has been done, more or less to disparage
the claims of the ancient tongues.  What might be the
result, in the course of & few years, if this disposition
should receive no check,

’

i¢ too evident ; for as modern
progress is assumed to consist in the appliances of
steam and the mechanical arts to the purposes of com-
meree, thase branches of learning which, directly, con-
tribute nothing to wratify the ruling commercial nro-
pensty would be sure to siuk down to a state of merely
nominal existence.  Aud a change so fatal to the hest
interests of education would thus be brought about. not
from a that the

settled convietion, nor even a1 helief,

not been able to turn their-

the rules are altogether arbitrary. This fact is itself
sufficient to account for the difficulties with which the
whole path of gramumatical study is beset. Itis the
radical error of every grammar to be met with; and has
been transmitted from time immemorial through sue-
cessive without having undergone any
material modification.  But, to understand the laws of
language, it is necessary to go back to first principles.
\ merely imitative habit may be convenient, but can-
not satisfy the reason, and therefore is uunsatisfactory.
Nuthing short of a complete renunciation of the para-
phernalia of substantives, adjectives, verbs, adverbs,
&e., and a resort to the natural elements of speech, can
ever explain the true theory. By taking this course we
soon discover that mankind has but one grammar, one
set of rules for all languages, <imple in its coneeption,
and adiirably precise when applied in practice.
Hitherto it has been customary to assign great im-
pertance to the study of Latin, chiefly asa diseiplinary
and in the numerous treatises

generations,

exercise for the mind;
which have come under our notice, advoeatingits elaims,
we have often felt surprise that so much consequence
should be attached to a supposed advantage of, really,
so very little intrinsic value ; while its main uses remain-
cd wholly unnoticed. We cannot, however, estimate too
highly the advantages of Latin when we consider that it
forms the principal element of the Inglish language;
and, till very recently, was the exclusive medium of
correspondence, among the learned, throughout Europe ;
and, morcover, still coustitutes the key to much that is
requisite to be known in the history and institutions not

“only of the Romans, but also of the carly Germanic

“tribes, and the civilization of the

YTast. Greek, for
stmilar reasons is indispensable to the English student
but the value of these two languages is sull farther en-
hanced. by the circumstanee, that in them are preserved
the alilest manuseript copies of the Holv Sceriptures



As forming, however, to a Jarge extent, the clements of
Euglish, it hecomes, for this veason, impossible to under-
stand, correctly, our native tongue without having fivst

OCR MISSION.

mastered both the Latin and Greek roots; and this,

being the case it natarally fullows that the proper way
to learn English is to commence its study, simultane-
ously with Latin and Greek, when children first enter
their reading lessons.  The practicability and advantages
of this will be shown when we come to explain the
method by which it can be done.  In the menn time it
behooves us to examine minutely and weigh well the
considerations which make the study of the ancient
tongues an imperative requirement.

The proper meanings of the simple words of a -
guage, the processes of compounding and analyzing, and
the rules for wodifications of form and signitication,
valuable as they unquestionably are, constitute, by no
means, the chief recommendations why they should be
taught at an ecarly age. Our estimate of the study
of language would be low indeed if we measured it by
no other criterion than its fitness to make men say pre-
cisely what they think and express their thoughts ac-
cording to correet rules. But there is a more dignified
object to be gained. A purpose more worthy of the
labors of the teacher, more attractive to the aspiring
genius of children and more befitting the intellizence of
manhood. The teaching of any language, if rightly
understood, is essentially a logical and mathematical
process ; and, therefure at the very threshhold of educa-
tion, at almost the first lesson administered to a child,
should commence alogical manaer of speech and habit
and thought. The formation of habit when the body
and mind are maturing and gathering strength s the

main point to be sought in every system of cducation ; :

but to be effectual it must be commenced early, and
must be carried on through its successive stages so that
at every step the learner seesa rule and has a conviction
that there is a reason for it, not dependent either on
ignorance or caprice. Truth is an important ingredient
in the satisfying of the reason; and with children and
young persons nothing can be more fatal than w0 en-
force precepts which are false, and lay down rules which,
in practice, are contradictory. As one example of the

little attention paid to these matters, let us take the,

division of the letters of the alphabet into vowels and
consonants. The grammar published by direction of
the Commissioners of Education for Ireland, and author-
ized by the Council of Public Instruction in Canada to

be used in the Common Schools professes to be an im--

provement on both Murray and Lennie. 1Its definitions
of those two classes of letters are as follows: “A Vowel
is aletter which makes a distinct sound by itself. A
Censonant is a letter which cannot be distinctly sounded
without a vowel.”’
tween a vowel and consonant is in the distinctness of
the sound ; but if we take the right signification of the

Now the difference here stated be-

3
and T1zGO (dye, stain, paint or mark)we pereeive that each
cousonant is marked by a sound as separative from every
other letter of the alphabet as cach vowel is assumed to
be.  Again, the second delinition wakes the sound of a
consonant more marked when in conjunction with a
vowel than when sounded alune. This however is not
the case, as we find by the combinations vy by o) i,
ru, wherein the sounds of the consonants preserve exactly
the same marks, the sume volume aud the same power,
without augmentation or diminution, which they possess
when expressed separately. he distinetion intended, by
the Latins, between a vowel and a consonant seems, evi-
dently, to have been azuund expressed alone,and a sound
expressed inconjunction with another sound. .\ vowel,
from the Latin vocaris (one sound), and coN (tozether),
with soNAN® (sounding),equivalent to sounding together,
bears out this interpretation; so that the Latin definitions
contained in the sienification and structure of the words
“vyowel 7 and “ consonant”’ should have been preserved
so lung as the words themselves continued to be used.
Following now the course indicated by the Latin signi-
fications, we discover that the vowels may be sounded by
For
example, in the primary book of lessons, the child should
be taught to express «, e, o, scpatately; but the com-
binations «d, el, or, should cach be expressed without

themselves, but that the consonants never should.

any divixion of the letters, and in such a way as to give
to cach combination only one sound:
that a consonant is not to be svunded alone.

The rule being
The prac-
tice, however, has heen the reverse of this; and it is a
melancholy fact that, at the very entrance of children to
the school room, the first lesson they receive is to say
the letters of the alphabet in a way exceedingly errone-
ous. However this is only one specimen of the treat-
ment received by the juvenile mind at an age when it is
most susceptible of being tmpressed and when impres-
sions take the firmest hold, for goud or for evil in after
life. But it stands not alone; for, so far as the defini-
tions and nomenclature are concerned, similar errors
are visible in almost every lesson of our most approved
grammars, in addition to the arbitrary character of their
rules; illustrations of which will be given in a separate
chapter.

With such a method of early mental discipline it need
create no surprise that, among our best writers, incon-
gruitics of style and diction prevail to an extent hardly
credible.  There is now lying before us the report of a
spench delivered, on a recent occasion, in England, by
an illustrious personage of acknowledged scholastic repu-
tation, in which occurs, among other errors, the expres-
sion “scientific knowledge.” It is an expression often
met with and, lately, appearcd no less than three times
in a prospectus of a proposed college to be established in
our neighboring city Iamilton. It is adduced here as
an example, along with others which follow, of the con-
sequence of the present mode of teaching, and the ne-

word “ distinct,” according to the Latin p1s (asunder), , cessity which exists for the adoption of an analytical
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process in the study of the English Language. ¢ 8ci-*
entific knowledge,” according to correet definition, sig-
nities Jenowledge anade fenowledyge, which in sense is
absurd.  The Latin and Greek forms, trom which the
English words are derived, are scteNtia (knowledze)
racto (muke) s and puwpoiopi® (knowledee ), the origi-
nal form from which the English word is derived. * B
pirical expericuces™ is another »xpression employed by
an able writer in one of the Brtish Quarterly Reviews. |
Both words are from the Greek ; emand ¢ at the com- -
mencement of cach being ¢ tin) cx or e (out); and the
reminder of each word s from mzopaw (try). So that
the English reading of the expression ¢ empirical ex-
periences " is, properly, tried in tricd out things: an

evident contradiction of terms.  * Practical  experi-
ence,’”” another erroncous combination, is more connnoen
than cither of the furmer.

Botk words lere are from the

¢ Lipiscopal bishop 7 is of
IMOre rare vccurrence.
game Greeck word exiaxozos a compound of s=¢ (over)
and axazos (a watcher, spyer o1 looker). The form
* bishop,” &¢ for ex: and shop for sxezes, comes to us |
throuch the German and Daunish.

One more example
of this method of combining words is ** erroncous ortho- |

graphy,” wherein the contradiction is complete; as will |
be seen by the analysis of the last word, ortho from duids |
(right) and graphy from yougm (wrave, serape or write). '
The most frequent errors in Snglish compaosition, how--
ever, are to be found in such expressionsas « introduced |
into,” *“ entered into,” * inquired into.” where in ap-
pears twice; “aceede to,” *“accompanied to,” * acees-
sory tu,”" ia which fo vccurs alvo in the compounds, ar

»

being the Latin form of o3 if T were,”  if he should,”
wherein 7 gives each expression the chameter of a pos- .
tulate, and, therefore, should be accompanied by no
other conditional terms; “is being prepared,” “are.
being considered,” which are intended for passive forms |
of the action, but are in reality inadmissible forms of
the passive state of being.  These specimens of some of
the modes in which English is commonly written are-
produced here to show, as we have already stated, onc;
of the uses of muking foreign languages, and more par- |
ticularly the Latin and Greek, what may be called ;
sepping stones to the acquisition of good English. i
Another use, no less important, is to be able to read !
foreign books in the language of the writers. Transla-,
tions into English, in the way translations are made, '
generally convey other sentiments than those intended '
by the authors of the originals. A translator may be
careless, may be inefficient or may be biased, and one or
other of many accidents, such as these, often operates to
spail, in the translation, a valuable foreign book. And
now we come to the reading of the New Testament in

* The reading of the New Testament in tho original Greek
being one of the chief objects of the Canadian Quarterly Re-
viewr, the Greek alphabet is printed on the last page of this
vumber, for the use of those who have no knowledge of the
language, but who may have a desire to avail themselves of the
opportunity. now offered, to becomo scqusinted with it.

"accumulation of material wealth.

THE CANADIAN QUARTERLY REVIEW.

Greek and Latin.  If these languages are serviceable to
the Fnglish scholar, for the purpose of enabling him to
understand his native tongue; they are no lessso, a8 a
key to the primitive forms in which the Seriptures ap.
peared.  The force of this remark is more impressive
when we consider how many constructions are put on
certain passages, many of them contradietory ; how
many objections are stated against the correctness of the
Lnglish authorized version; and how much religious
dissention exists among Christian  bodies, arising often,

"in great measure, from the want of a definite standard

by which to test the validity of opposite interpretations
of the text.  Moreover, there is at present, in the United

“States, a society, known as the Amertcan Bible Union,

preparing a new version of the New Testament. This
society consists of a respectable body of clergymen of
various denominations. They profess dissatisfaction
with the version in common use, and propose to furnish
the English reader with something that will contain
none of the objectionable interpretations of which they
complain.  But what guarantee has the Bnglish reader,
who has no acquaintance with Greck or Latin, that the
members composing the Awerican Bible Union are
more competent to accomplish the task they have under-
taken, than were the editors of the present authorized
version 7 Or howis he to know that the work, when
completed, may not have been shaped so as to favor
particular denominational tenets? The new version
may have as many faults as the old; it may be objec-
tionable to those who are competent to subject it to a
critical examination; or it may contain alterations so
few and so insignificant, as to create a feeling of regret
that the gencral esteem for the authorized version at

* present in use should have been unnecessarily disturbed.

All these are contingencies, to be looked at now, and to

“excite in the mind of merely English scholars some de-

gree of anxiety and uneasiness. There is however a
remedy ; and here, more than in any other case, the use
of the ancient languages, and the propriety of populariz-
ing their use become at once conspicuous.

An additional consideration is the benefit to be de-
rived from holding fast to the wisdom of the ancient
world. The prevailing taste in  America is to foster, on
the contrary, whatever ministers to the actual or imme-
diate wants of the individual, whatever is conducive to
bedily comfort, to frivolous personal enjoyment and the
All is trade and com-
merce. There is no halting, for the purpose of looking
back to contrast what is, with what has passed away.
There is no resting place for the refreshment of the
worn out sensualist and worldly devotee. The past has
got no charms for American citizenship. And all this
absence of a relish for the teachings of former times,
proceeds from there being no available common language,

"in general use, by which this ou;ect so desirable could be

achieved. But the loss, in a national sense cannot be
estimated, because we are ignorant of the value of what
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NEW CLASSIFICATION OF WORDS AND NEW NO‘\IENCLATURE

we areincapable of comprohcndmw \‘:\tmnally, we know ! that t,he lo"w 1l habit should commence and be impressed
nothing of the first mental struggles of the Ionian and , en children when they begin tolearn the alphabet.  They
Fleatic schools to arrive at first principles.  Yet whereis ! should not, asat present, be taught one lesson in one way,
human wisdom that can compare with the results of | and afterwards be taught another that contradicts the first.
their carnest cogitations, or what more instractive than "l‘hcy should have no arbitrary rules presented to them :
the cxample of their intellectual activity. First princi- l for there is, then, as much trouble unlearning or fruit-
ples, they discovered, and have recorded in their writ- | lessly trying lo reconcile previous contradictions as in
ings, which are transwitted to the age in which we live, ‘ attending to the actual lesson of the day. The facilities
thougl few of us know any thing of them. Yet they:are great for inculcating the logical process, in the
mostly required, and * teaching of lnglish, when the right method is under-
without which society in America, as elsewhere, must : stood. 1t is more so still when two or three languages
continue a conglomeration of contrary impulses, misun- | having a marked relationship are taught together. We
derstood by those who rule, and mysterious to the masses : consider this one of the chief advantages of the system
who are the victims of bad government. 1If we wish to | which we are about to explain, that several languages
be an educated, orderly and intellectual people we must | can be taught simultancously, and at the same time as
go back and learn the necessary conditions from lera- ! easily and more profitably than one; while the mathe-
clitus and Anaximander and Apaxagoras and Xenopha- | matical method of reasoning, in conscquence of the rules
nes and Parmenides and the other members of the Pre- | being definite, is strictly observed. More than this, we
Soeratic division, down to the time of Plato and Aristo- | promise those who have passed the school age and are
tle. We must learn from them the nature of the real - actively engaged in the necessary avocations of trade,
and phenomenal ; the sensuous perception and rational . that by means of the few simple rules and illustrations
cognition ; truth and its semblance ; and those general which shall appear in the pages of this Recicw, they
ﬁrst prmcxples which unfold the essentia! attributes of | may in a short period master the Greek and Lutin ver-
mind and matter, the oneness of all things, and the . sivns of the New Testament, not only" to read the text
perpetual and unceasing antagonism of the natural forces, | - fluently but also according to strictly critical rules.
out of which comes all good. ‘True progress consists in |
a union of the sensuous with the suprasensuous. Goud ' Quarterly Review is to explain the theory and practice
cannot come out of extremes. 1t is the fruit of final _of the English and other languages, according to the
compromises only, after the oscillations of opinion and - "fixed natural laws to which all languages, less or more,
passion have subsided, and after the agitating principles - conform; to impart a critical acquaintance with those
of intellect have expended their foree in oppusite direc- languages from which the English is derived, so as to be
tions.  As little can the material appliances of the pres- | able to understand our native tongue ; to set forth a
ent day produce, by their unaided operation, the state of | yethod of cultivating the reason and the heart, at the
society which our best efforts are directed to realize, as proper season, instead of instructing the intellect with
the Greek learning of itself was inadequate in the best ' frivolous s subjects of observation that belong properly to
periods of Greek history to dowsore than exhibit a brilli-* ,an after period of life; to familiarize and make popular
ant mental light in the midst of the darkest heathenism. the reading of the Holy ch,pmrcq in the Greck and
The material we ought to regard as only one object and _Latin languages; and while exercising criticism on the
one means in the work of social amelioration. The in- 510 prominent topics of the day, whether of education,
tellectual, another. Commerce and philesophy have not, ! ' government, or literature, to do so, in accordance with
however, co-operated. The modern and the ancient, ! - the method of thinking and acting according to first
steam power and abstract truth, are as unknown to cach pri-.ciples, which is more especially the object we profess
other and as far separated, in a practical sense, as if it 4o have in view and desire to inculeate.
had been designed from the beginning that they should |
be so. Shall our schools, then, continue to be the|
nursery of one exclusive kind of knowledge? Shall |
nothing be taught but what has a pecuniary value in the |
business transactions of the world? Are the minds of
our youth to be stored with a heterogencous assemblage’

contain the teachings which are

In conclusion, the work assigned to the Cunadian

—————t e ——————

New Classification of Words and New
Nomenclatare.

The first difficulty met with in learning the rules of
a language, in the way languages have been hitherto

of common visible facts, having no arrangement or con-’
nection, and the reason to remain uncultivated 7 These

arc questions over which all practical educationists will
do well to ponder, who regard cducation as a precess not

only for forming right personal habits, but also for train-

ing the mind to think and how to reason aright.

We have already stated, in the course of these remarks, .

taught, is the classification of words according to u prac-
tice that has no reasun by which it can be justified, and
the naming of cach class by a word that conveys aot
the meanir.g intended.  No purson who has been drilled
in the nine parts of speech can fil to perceive the want
. of correspondence between the divisional arrangement
and the functions of the parts. While an article and
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an adjective are put under different ]xcads, EY:) bclongmgv pound word. But lt, .lf!er scm‘hmu the lexicon, no such
to different classes, they perform, nevertheless, one und word could be found, why no. have taken two simple
the same function. The other parts are divided and Gireek words, the onesignifying 1se/uland the other arts,
designuted, in a manner equally arbitrary, and without ' ,and, by putting them together, have made a compound
reference to the natural structure. This being the case word such as was required?  There is no valid reason
it becomes imperative, before proceeding to the exposi- {why this should not have been done. On the other
tion of our system of teaching to examine the classifica- ! ! hand, failing the adoption of one proper course, such as
tion and nomenclature at present in use, and show | we hme here pointed out, a2 second was available. The
wherein they are erroneous, and consequently the pro- plain and appropriate title—Faculty of Useful Arts,
pricty of making a ¢! ange so as to fit them to the re- | though in Jinglish, would have been rational and would
quircments of a hetter method.  The alteration of rules } not have violated our sense of what, we conceive, is the
that have been practiced and exclusively ﬁ)llowcd:abatmct rule to which languare oughtstrictly to conform.
through many ages, since language first took a system- | Cne or other of these two courses should have been
atic shape, is not to be undertaken without very cozent followed ; and vn no account should a name have been
reasons; and nothing less than the most satisfactory ex- | adopted which means something else or something more
planation for the necessity of such change would justify  than is comprised within the sphere of the new profes-
its adeption.  But when it can be shown that an insti- sorship. 1t is no more necessary to enter here a special
tution, notwithstanding its having had the sanction of a  defence for the liberty of forming new compounds from
long and zpproved usaye, is radieally wrong; that its simple words, according to acknowledged rules, than it
its nomenclature and in short its | would be to defeud the right to destroy special verbal
entire structure is false, surely there can be no seruple | forms of combination when opposed to zeneral princi-
sbout the propriety of modifying it, particularly when *ples; for the tenor of our remarks and the illustrations
the reason for doing so is unquestionable and mnclu-;\vith which they shall be accompanied will, we have no
sive. [ doubt, sufficiently cstablish the right to do both. Tech-

We set ont by making it a rule that ev: ery word must ! nology, like most other words, from the Gireck, employ-
correspond, in signification with the function which it'ed to designate the several branches of science, is a

rules, its definitions,

is intended and professes to represent.  This is a rule No reason can
. be adduced why similar compounds should not be made
now, as they were, in times long gone past, to meet
!similar exigencies. Usagze, no doubt, is itselfa law;

that must be kept in sight throughout the definitions,
the classifiention of words,
whole series of modifications which words undergo in

the nomenclature, and the !

; conupound of two simple Greck words.

order to adapt them to varied modes of expression. 1n ;but usage admits of modification. Tt is not immutably
no case should it be forgotten that words are the out-, fixed, and therefore cannot be pleaded, against the pro-
ward expressions of ideas.  Whatever passes in the pnety of these new verbal arrangements.  In this, how-
mind of a person is communicated to others hy these | ever, as in similar cases wherein rules are questioned, it
outward symbuls. They ought therefore to carry the  is best to go back to first principles.

significations of the ideas which are in the mind;! Chemistry owes its astonishing progress during the
neither adding to, taking from, nor distorting their ,last twenty vears to the observance of xmthematxcal pre-
actual conformations. The more a language approaches ' cision in the language as well as in the experiments of
to an observance of this rule, the more perfect it be- ' the laboratory.  The law of definite proportions and
comes and the better suited to answer the purpose for | equivalents, without which it rmust have remained com-
which it is designed.  Jt must be confessed, howerer, ! paratively stationary, has given a shape, has, in fact,

that, acither by the popular writer of the day, nor by | defined the exact process through which every proposi-
the more accomplished scholar who looks forward to a - non must pass in order to be tested. Iad the same
pusthumous fame, is this rule much respected.  An ex- ! care been taken to ascertain and limit the exact mode
ample of this has been brought under our notice, by the | of procedure to be followed in the composition and
proceedings connected with the opening lecture of the ! analysis of verbal signs, such an error as that committed
professorship of useful artsin the Edinburgh University. lby the Edinburgh Lnnorsxty could not have occurred.

The incumbent stated that Technology, the name by Ttis not, however, too late to go back to first principles,
which the new Chair is designated, though not expres- ‘ and, if we choose to profit by the chemical method, the
sing what was intended by the founders, was selected task will be found less difficult.

beeause there was no more appropriate word in thcé Words, like chemical substances, are capable of com-
English language.  No question appears to have arisen ' bination or disposition. Simple woras when combined
about the propriety of taking two simple words and by preserve their individual significations, and when trans-
their combination forming a word that would conveythe lated from ~ne language to another should carry with
signifieation—use/ul arts.  What appears to have been - them the swn‘ﬁcatlons of the original. For example, if
desired is a Greek name ; ecither a Greek simple or com- ! it is required to find = compound word, in one language,

i
|
!



that will convey a particu]:ir mcaning fruln a compound i the phrase useful arts, in the

NEW CLASSIFICATION OI’ WORDS ND NEW NO\IE\ICLATURE

7

ray now reqmrod the

word of another, the simple equivalents must be sought ' Greel writers would certainly not have employed the

after fivst ;

thus, for the Latin rrovipeo we have the word Technology.

According to their custom they

English fore, which is equal to pro, and see which is would have searched for the necessary simple equiva-
equal to VipEo; making foresee equal to PROVIDEO, be- . leuts, and from these would have compounded a word to

cause cquals added to equals the products are equal.

answcr the purpose. The reflection now is, why the

Or the statement may be made in another form, more | course which they usually adopted is not followed when

concise ; thus:
pro==fore, VIDEo==sce, therefore PROVIDEO={foresee.
By this method exact equivalents may be wscert'uued
in many languages, and for the purpose of translation it
furnishes the only sure test of correctness. Let us now

apply it to find the equivalents for these same simples |
“regrets of the present University incumbents, concerning
i . - .

the want of a more appropriate designation, shall be for-

and compounds also in German and Greek.
nﬂv‘;zzl'lw:nor =fore
eldw=_vinEO=5che=src.
Therefore mpogsidw=rrovipEO=v0rscljc=/vresce.
In verbatim translations the simple equivalents should
stand in perpendicular columns, in the following manner:
zpug'sidw
I'RO;VIDEO
qorlstl)c
Jorepsee.
1f, in accordance with this method, we now look for a
word in Greek to correspond with what is meant, in
English, by arts that are of use, we find wéyy (art) and
ogsis (utility), the combining of which gives us the
word r&pwedisia, or, in English, technophely.  Follow-
ing the analogy of the Greek,in compound words of this
nature, technophely (utilitarian art) is the proper desig-
nation for a professorship of the useful arts. True, there

circumstances, which are changed, require new names
| for new combinations of ideas. 1f the word Techuology
is to be retained we shall then have, in one of our prin-
cipal institutions of learning,the permanent violation of ono
“of the first rules to be observed in the teaching of youth ;
and in the course of time, or of a few years, when the

gotten, the absurdity éyy - doyos = useful 4 arts will

‘remain as & mark to disparage the character of a noble

institution. The error committed by the Xdinburgh

_University will, however, occasion less surprise when we

" Websteor

find it pervading every page of our best dictionaries.

makes conduce=lead, condition==build or

" make, condite=-prepare o preserve; rend.sing in each of

t fications.

the two first examples a compound equal to a simple; and,
in the last, a compound of two clements equivalent to
two other compounds whose elementary parts are alto-
gether of a different character, with different signi-
The application of the rule will explain this

' more clearly :

is no compound form of <4y and d¢eisa in the Greek

lexicon.  Such a compound may not have been required
by the early Greeks, otherwiseit might have been formed,
as repvonppta (a work of art), from weyvn and epyov
(work); or, as seyzeloyia, from teysy and Zépos (word or
saying).

The puint for which we here contend is the necessity
of constant correspondenee between the words used and
the ideas or notions or things which are intended to be
represented by them.
fuithfully rendered so that the representative words shall
convey nothing more and nothing less than is comprised
in the archetypes. This is a poin  which cannot be too
forcibly pressed on the attention of the student, for the
errors, innumerable, arising from its not being observed

The correspondence must be

con-!-duce= lead.

con dite— pre-} pare.
con+-dit—-ion=:bmild or make.

con-dite- -pre-f-serve.

Here lead, a simple element, can be equal to only one
of the two simple elements of condure.  Lead or its
equivalent duce is therefore only a part of the compound.
that the
whole is greater than a part, eonduce cannot be the
Yach of the other three examples
may be tested in the same way, and be found to exhibit
still more erroncous results; as the disparity is greater
when the components,of what is assumed asone equivalent,
increase in number, as con-Fdit4-ion-—build; or when
none of the components of one assumed compound equiv-
alent, such as con--dite, resembles any clement of the

And according to the mathematical axiom

equivalent of lead.

" compound with which it is said to be synonymous, such as

or not attended, produce serious consequences both in a

speculative and practical sense on the ordinary affairs of
life.

thinking and reasoning, and consequently wrong judg-

Indecd, it may safely be said, that false modes of'»

ments and wrong conduet, originate in an indefinite and

arbitrary use of the verbal symbols with which the mind
operates.  To say that Technology is a spealing about
art, is perfeetly correct; for this is the signification or-
iginally intended. The error of making that word stand
for something clse becomes more readily perceived when

we apply the rule.  Had it been necessary to express

pre-l-serve; for neither con nor dite carries a signification
to equal pre or serve.

We are more particular on this point because the
practice of translaing simple words, by compounds, or,
by words of a different meaning, is one of most common
Eminent writers follow a bad precedent,
It is the system of
The mind receives

it begins to com-

oceurrence.
and imitate each other from habit.
teaching that is at fault in all this.
a wrong bias in the mode by which
pound and analvze simple things.
first entrance to the study of sounds and letters; and
throughout life it acts on the impressions, thus reccived
But in order to illustrate the extent

It is warped on its

at an early age.
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to which this practice is carried, in more advanced de-
partments of teaching, the best course will be to take a
grammar that is in“general use and subject it to a eritical
examination.  Any of the popular school grammars
would answer this purpose; Murray's, Webster's, Len-
nie’s or Adams’ Latin Grammar ; for they ave similarly
constructed, with searcely a perceptible - iriation. 'That

published by authority of the Commissioners of National |

BEdueation for Ireland is, however, considered preferable

to any of these, fur our preseut purpose, because it pro-’
fesses to be an improvement, in several vespects, on any |

of the school grammars previously published; and, fur-
thermore, hecause it is authorized by the Council of
Public Instruction in Upper Canada.  The first sentence
in the grammar here selected for examination is the
following: “Mankind communicate their thoughts by
spoken and written language.”  Here, it will be ob-
served, “Mankind " is in the singular number, and
con equently the two words following should also be in
the singular.  The reason why * Maukind ™ is singular,
is its reference to u single species; the speeies man in
contradistinetion to the other species of the animal ere-

ation.  Being, therefore, singular, the proper form
would have beew this: Mankind comnuaiicates tts
thonghts.  The ervor, here uaticed, is, however, author-

ized by the rule common to all English Grammars, that
«When a noun of multitude convey~ plurality of idea,
“Mankind
is supposed to convey plurality of idea, but a slight in-
spection of the structure of the word is sufficient to
shew that this s not the fact.  The individuality or
plurality depends on the last simple word < kind.” We

the verh and pronoun chould be plaral.”

speak of one leind or of two kinds; and say one kind of

men or two kinds of animals, to all which forms of
the singnlar or plural other relative words have to con-
form.  One leind of men conveys plurality of idea much
more than  Mankind ;™ yet, as a theme, it is singular.
But neither +* Man ™" nor < kind ™ when isolated ean he
considered plural. With reference to the human race,
us a plurality of units, we still say man is, not man are.
If the rule referred to is right what becomes, then, of
the first rule, in the Syntax of every English grammar,
that ¢ A verh must aeree with its nominative in number
and person?”’ The Fuglish structure should agree
with that of the lancuages from which English is deriv-
ed, in this partivular.  In these the singular and plural
are determined by the terminations of the words.  This
is generally the rule in English, except in words that
have the same furm in both singular and plural numbers.
Least of all should a word, that has the singular and
plural terminations different, be made to act, in the
As

we stated in the outset. words must correspond with

swgular, as if that singular was & plaral number.

their functions.
the singular they ought to Lave a singular form and if a
plurl function, then a form in the plural  Bug warde

1f they are to perform a function in
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" must also correspond with the ideas which they are in-
tended to represent. Unity of idea should likewise
have a word in the singular, and plurality of idea should
be represented by a plural word.  Nevertheless, what is
more common among our public writers, than such ex-
pressions as, ‘‘the Government are,”” ¢the Ministry

"are,”’ “the committeeare,” « the congregation are.” Ex-

pressions which are opposed by the analogy of other

“languages ; and therefore should be disearded from the
English as a vulgar idion.

But to return to the example, ¢ Mankind communieate
their thoughts by spoken and written language,” we
must also mark the crror of the latter part of the sen-
tence. The word language, from the Latin LINGUA (the
tongue) signifies sprech 5 and, therefore, the two words
language and speeeh being  synonymous, it is no more
admissible to say “spoken language ™ than it is to say
“statistical tables’" or ““episcopal bishop;’” the erron-
eousness of which latter phrase we have already explain-
But the errors, in this first example, from the
The
expression ““ written language’ which closes the sen-
tence is acontradiction of terms ; as ¢ written ”” denotes
whatever is expressed by the pen, and ¢ language”
whatever, on the contrary, is expressed by the tongue.
The two words indicate two very different modes of ex-
pression, and, therefore, to use them together, the one
to qualify the other, in the way here exemplified, is not

ed.
Grammar which we are eritieising, end uot here.

only a contradiction but is also nonsensical.

The first definition of this Grammar is the following :
“The clements of spoken language are articulate
sounds.”  Now ‘ articulate’ signifies to join; but
what joining is there in the character of a simple sound ?
Each sound, as an clement, is independent of every
other; uceessarily so, orit would cease to be elementary.
tis only when joined with another sound that the articu-
lation takes place.
lIetter ix the mark of a sound or of an articulation of
sound,” showing that the notion entertatued, by our
grammatical authorities, of the function of a simple
sound or letter is to articulate, to join or put together;
or, if this is not the office which these sounds or letters
are intended to perform, that those authorities have ex-
pressed in their definitions what they had no intention
The proper definitions are the following :
The

Adams says, in like manner, “ A

of expressing.
The demonts of language are simple sounds :
dements of grammar are itters.

In the definition of grammar is an error of common
cccurrenee, oceasioned by neglecting the very marked
¢ Grammar is that

L I
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distinetion between art and selence.
seienee s a wrong expression, beeause ¢ Grammar
properly an art: it is practical 5 it is the act or habitual
practice of putting letters, words and sentences together
fur the purpese of giving utterance to our thoughts.
The other definitions are much of the same character.
But we pass on to what are called the parts of speech.



These are divided under nine separate heads, namely,
Article, noun, adjective, pronoun, verb, adverb, prepo-
sition, conjunction and interjection.  The first is defined
thus :—¢ An article is a word placed before a noun to
limit its signification; as, a tree, an apple, the garden ”
Now a class ought to include all words functioning in
the same way, otherwise the divisional arrangement is
not correct.  Here only two words are admitted under
the head ¢« Article.” But there are other words be-
sides, such as two, three, some, few, many, employed to
limit the principal words before which they are placed,
and which are cqually entitled to be classed under that
head. If, therefore, “a tree” is an cxample of the
limitation of one word by the precedence of another, so
are two trees, sume apples, many gardens, examples also,
strictly within the scope of the definition.  Again: ¢ An
Adjective is a word which qualifics a noun; as, a sweet
apple, a large garden, a new book.”  But, according to
the illustrations, uader the two separate heads, there is
no difference between an adjective and an article, ex-
cept in the designations.  Aud the expression an apple
ar fiwo apples might, with as much propricty be applied
to illustrate the function of the adjeetive as the terms in
the examples given ; and in like manuer, might ¢ large
garden” be made illustrative of limitation under the
bhead “ Article.” The designation ¢ Adjective,” be-
sides, is notappropriate.  Neither is «¢ Article”” a proper ;
word. As in most other examples, the name furnishes
no indication of the function of a class of words.

The principal word of a sentence is, thus, defined :
* A Noun is the name of a person, place or thing; as,
John, London, book.” Theword noun or Latin NoMEN
is synonymous with the English word name, <o that the
definition is equivalent to saying @ name @ the name of i
a person, place or thing. The same error occurs in the
dcfinition of what is called a Verb; thus: “ A Verbis |
a word which affims,” &e¢. Now “Verb” from Latin
VERBUM signifies word. The definition, therefore, is
tantamount to—a word s a word that agfirms, dc.

We have noticed the definitions and classification so
far for the purpose of showing the extent to which they !
are inapplicable ; and also, with the view, of justifying
an alteration of that part of the nomenclature which de-
fines the different species of words, as well as to recom-
mend the adoption of a new arrangement for their clas-
sification.

According to the early Greck and Latin writers, the
proper division of words is into three classes; a division
which we mean to adopt here. Indeed, looking back to
the original structure of language, and more particularly
of the Eastern tongues, there is mueh to adimire in the
simplicity and regularity with which all the parts are
found to correspond. Notwithstanding our respect for
such ahigh authority as Franz Bopp, it is to be regretted,

!
!
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This division not only has no correspondence with

the analogies of the languages of the East, But Bopp's
illustrations are not satistactory, us they fail, in estab-
lishing the clssification which he has adopted.  The
division of words into three classes ix, however, sustain-
cd by their natural relations and by resson, as well as
by the sanction of antiquity ; the truth of which will be
scen and fully established when we come to treat of the
structure of simple and compound sentenees.  In the
meantime we lay down the following three heads, under
which all the words of a language should be arranged.
1.—All words eapable of a themic application are, by
virtue of this, the most important funetion, called Irin-
cipals.  2.—All words that explin something of the
principals are named Expletives.  3.—All remaining
words go under the name of Conjunctions. This is the
natural division, which we shall here exjlain more fully.
Principals, as we have said, are those words which
can be cmployed as themes, in the construction of sen-
tences; thus, (fod created the carth, the earth was cre-
ated by God, / was created, who is created. llere,
however, are twokinds of principals.  First, God, carth,
and / arc Absolute Irincipals. And in the sccond
place, ko is a PTarcuthetical Principal. There are,
thercfore, two kinds of principal words; both of which
are capable of the themic funetion in the structure of
sentences.  The particular functional character being
that which distinguishes them as a separate class.
Bxpletives are termed so because their function is to
explain ~omething of the principals. There are two
kinds of expletives. Those derived from principal
words ; as, guod from goodness. And those derived
from prodicative conjunctions, which are explined in
the next pavagraph; as threatening and threatened,
from to threaten. We say agood friend, a threatening let-
ter, and the threatendd consequences.  Besides thesetwo
kinds of expletives, cach of the three classes of principals
has two expletive forms.  One form when it comes be-
fore the principal; as, John’s book, kés book, whose
book ; and a different form when it comes after it; as,
the book of John, the book of Lim, the book of whom.
Conjunctions, as the name denotes, join sentences
and parts of sentences together. They are three in
number. 1.—The Sentential Conjunc.ion simply joing
sentenees, as, John and James went to London ; which
is a compound sentence, compounded of the two simple
sentences, John went to London, and, James went to
London. The sign of the sentential conjunction in the
above esample is and. 2.—The Prodicative Conjunc-
tion joins the theme to the prodicate; as, God created
the carth; in which God is the theme, and created the
carth is the prodicate; crcafed being the prodicative
conjunction. The word prodicative from Latin rro
(forth) and the root of pico (I say) is equivalent to say

we think, that he should, in his Sanserit Grammar, bave ! forth.  So that a prodicative conjunction is a word
assigned cight parts to the division of Sanserit words. fwhich joins and, at the same time, says forth or ex-
9

=
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preases action, as strike,—possession, as hare—or being,
as am.  3.—The A-cidental Conjunction joins the ac-
cidence to the theme and prodicate; as, in the example,
the carth was created by God ; wherein the earth is the
sheme, was created s the prodicate, and by Geod is the
aceidence ; by being the aceidental conjunction.

Or, expressed according to the following armngement,
will exhibit a more compact view of the whole classifica-
tion :

l—PriNcipat:
L—Absolute; as, John, boke, virtae, 1, youn, ot
2. —Purenthetienl; as, awho, whech, wchat.
2 —BExrLerive:
I.—Forms of the Principal;
or of John, Ws or of kim achiose or of wheom.
2—VForms of the Prodicative Conjunetion ; as, threaton-
t'ng, threate nad.
3. —{UONJUNCTION
l .—Sentential ; as, and, ur, nor.
2.—Prodicative ; as, create, lored.

S.—Accidental; as, to, from, Jal throagh, Ly, wnder,

lut, kencerer, thus,

This new nomenclature and  classification, are the re-
sult of a process of generalisation, coneerning the natural
structure of those languages with ahich most schalars
have sume acyuaintance ; as well as of others that are
less known. In our next chapter, the structure of

sentences and their connection, which will appear in the

ol

second number of the Canadiaan Quartcrly Review, we
will Hustrate how angu-ures
form to it; Ml languages have but one zet of
, simple and mathematieally defined.

. without »n exception. con-
and howw
rules

~eoeo,

Law of Sparate Schoots in Upper Canalda, by the
Roman Catholic Bishops, and the Chivf Saperintend-
ent of Schools : being the first partef correspundsnee
wrdered o be privted by the Jagistative Assembly.—
1N3A,

The Common School Systeni, its DProeipie, Operafion
and Rlesults— By Angus Dallas, Toronto, 1805,

Like mast other subjeets that affect the conscientious
seruples of individuals and societies, cducation has he-
come a source of discord ; furnishing a deplomble
example of the consequences that proceed from a n-n-ob-
servance of the princ.ples of civil and religious hiberty.
Why people should quarrel, about modes of faith, any
morc than about modes -of dress, appears, on calm refiee-
tien, one of those anomalics which are readily perecived,
but difficult of solution. That, at certain perieds of
history, the civil and ceclesiastical laws should have ar-
dained uniformity of belief is perfectly reeancilable with
the circumstances of the early patriarchal and less civil-
ized condition of nations.  And in this respeet we
admire the wisdom of Moses in restraining the Ismaclites a
from seeking after false zods : and appreciate the policx
of the various ceclesiastical forms of Church zoveramen?
since the fir. t organisation of the great pnp:d hierarchy
of BPowme l)xﬁ'on-m states of society revuine different
svstems of civil and religions government. The Jes ish
ceremonial law would be po more applicable under (he
christian dispensation, than the civil laws of China ta

- )
as. ywnl. virtucus, Joha's,
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the circumstances of Canadian Noeiety.  For different cir-
cumstances necessitate different institutions. A truth
su palpuble should lead us to ¥ spect the motives whieh,
in different periods of the wond, dictated social arrange-
ments that, however inapplicable to the age in which we
live, were adapted to times In which rude habits and
feudau customs could not otherwise have been controlled;;
and should incline us to deal charitably and in a spirit
of toleration with those whe, differing from us in their
religious  views, continue conscientiously to cling to
traditional ubservances long after the oceasion of the
utility of those observances ) may be supposed, by us, fo
have passed away.  Civil and religious liberty is a plant
of modern growth, called into being by the advancement
of commerce and the inerease of municipal corporations.
It coneedes the right of every person to think, and also,
to act in a way contrary to that of every other person,
provided the actions so permitied do not militate against
the iaterests and general well beng of the community.
legarded in its proper <plnt it is 2 compromise between
antagonistic and extreme views, wherein each individual
and cach section of a people, after having by turns
attained dowinaney and by tarns had to succumb to the
alternate usurpations of each other, finally agree to con-
cede and mutually to guarantee the unmolested exercise
of each others peculiar sectional clains and pretensions.
Civil and religious liberty must not be regarded as a
voluntary ereation,—the result of choice. 1t is the pro-
duct of long continued and violent strugules ; after con-
tending parties have altermatcly conguered and been
conquered ; and, after becoming exhausted and having
their force entirely spent, they have wisely caleulated
the natural penalty which cach has had to pay.  IHistory
is read with little profit if such a lesson as this is neglec-
ted. The Roman Catholic and Protestant, and the
Presbyterian and Protestant Episcopalian wars were for
a lone period carricd on, in Germany, France, England,
Seatland and Ircland. on the principle of extermination.
The rancour with which the combatants were antmated
and the horrid cruclties atterding the w.rk in which
they were engaged, continued, with the belief that the
uvlumate predominanee and acknowledged supremacy
of one or other party would be followed by religious
uniformity s a neeessary condition of such predomi-
nance.  Inaccordance with this belief coercive measures
were Tesotted to, whenever predominance was attained,
for the purpose of suppressing on the one hand, heresy;
and on the other, popery.  That these coercive mensures
were ineffectual is recorded in the histories of cach of
these countries; and not only were theyv incffectual but
they seused w spirit of resistance that, in all cascs,
gathered strength sufficient to Tefleet its consequences
on the active instruments in these religions persecutions,
The timez, when these tmagedies were performed, are
past; the ends which, by an inscrutable Providence,
they were desizned to serve, have been accomplished ;
and we now onjos the conviction. derived from the dis-
sentions of our predecessors, that intolerance, in matters
of faith a0 opinien, however conscientiously practiced,
is attended invariably by profitless disturbances that bave
a permanent and widcly spread influence on the whole
framewark of society.  Civil and refiginus freedom be-
ing. thus, the necessitated result of dearly bought expe-
Tienee is a treasure which we exnnnt too highly prize,
when we measure the cast at shich it has been purchas-
ed. Nor do we feel dispesed. at this advaneed stage of
our Previncial bistors, to vield one inch of ground to
any attempst at a viclation of the principle it involves.



The spectacle in Canad., at the present day is a con-
test to decide whether edueation is a work partly reli-
gious or exclusively secular.  In a population numbering
over 2,300,000 souls, divided in opivion and practice un
the momentous questions of Christian doctrine, it mivht
be suppused, these very divisions would dictate the
Jjustice and policy, on the part of the Government, of
excereising the largest share of forbearance when dealing
with measures that interfere directly with people’s reli-
gious convicetions. This, however, is very far from
being the case; and the question arises: Why so much
oppusition should be offered to the connection between
Church and State, and, on the other hand, so many
efforts to defend the union of the State with the School
For if education is belicred by more than une half of the
population to be partly a religious work, this belief
iself, because it involves religious seruples, should bar
the right of interference, on the part of the tovernment
as effectually as on a question of patronage to only one
particular denomination of Christians.  The principle
volved is the same in both cases. We will not enter
here on proof of the fact that education is partly a work
of religion, and that denominatioual doctrines and cate-
chisms are as necessary in the School s in the Church.
It is sufficient for our argument that more than one half
the population of Canada believes it to be so; and desires
to have religious and sccular instruction carried on
simultaneously during the same school hours.  With the
peculiar notions and fancies of individuals Government
should in no way be identified, more particularly when
those notions are opposed to the matured experience and
cxample of nations best capable of judging.  Iad the
practice of England, France, Belgium, Holland or Ger-
many been consulted, the fact would have been seen,
that cducation is, in these countries, a religious work ;
and farther, that, in the four last named, the teaching of
peeuliar religious doctrines and ereeds is not proscribed
but, on the contrary, isencouraged in the common schools ;
all religions denominations having cqual privilezes, and
being, n so far as schools are concerned. cqually under
the fustering care of the respeciive governments; sepa-
mte relizious instruction being the exception to the
rule, and a necessary provision, when the schanis happen
to be of 1 mixed chamcter.  In a Furepean point of
View, a pation ix an aggarewate of sects. Christianity is
not there reenanisable except in its sectarian forms s 1t
being 2 point long since settied by the unanimens deei-
sion of the best suthorities that the total renuncia-
tion of all the distinctive marks by which the visible
Christian Church is distinguished is nothing less than
Deisin; however it may be disguised under an asswned
name. A government composed of the Iegmislative and
executive departments, is accordingly there regard.d as
an agaregate of seetatian clements. the representatives of
all forms of public sentiment.  We hiere quote from the
able work of M. I>. Dument, which teol the first prize
in 1840

«France has not proclaimed a State roligion, which would
have been falschood, under a form of Gaverninent of which ke
great bodies of the State are the direet representatives of pab-
lic opinion: but it has sccured protection and assistance to ail
forms of Christian worship, and so, in this respect. it has con-
sidered #tself in the righl. It has proved to the oye< of the
world that Christian belicfe, without exeeption of Chunch or
Sect, are those of the Freach naticn.  France after haviag
declared itaeif Chrictian in e Charier. afier having verified
as an impartant fach that the Cathalic religion is prfesced by
the majosity of the French peaple, at setling onl. cannet,
withaut incensistency. forget that point when it takes in hand
narmanias the pahlic cduentlan When $t fannede eeiablich.
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ments which affect the moral edueation of the young it cannot
forget the moral principle which it aflirms itself; butit forgets
not that it is tolerant and that it loves, above all, hberty of
conscience.  All Christinn communions will find, then, in its
public establishmeuts of education the hospitable reception
which in the Charter, it has promised to them. We love to
see that, in its eyes, all Christian Sccts are sisterg, and that,
in the administration of the great family, it accords to them
the same solicitude.  Although with men who wish to bringup
their children in the systematic contempt of all that ix sacred,
the State would leave to them the charge of that impious work:;
but never, in order to please them, conld it be fuithless to its
own moral beliefs.”*

The extreme liberality, the example here set of Chris-
tian forbearance und the wisduin of the poliey adupted
by France cannot fail to command the unqualified admi-
ration of every one who values the application of history

-and the practice of nations, in the urganisation of nation-
al constitutions.  Franee, we are told, is sectarian, and
tor that reason the public schouls and the Government
are seetarian. This scetarianism cannot be ignored.—
No foalish attempt has been made to do this; hecause
the public sentiment would have repudiated the assump-
tion of a manifest lie.  In Canada our Government has
been dess serupulous about the consisteney of faet and
profession. It has permitted the Fdueational Depart-
ment to propzeate the assumption that the Government
of Canada is not sectarian and  that therefore it eannot
recognize the general clais of the various religious
sections into which the community is divided. This
assumption, this profession of faith has been stuck on
the forchead of our Government without mising one
single symptom of remonstrancee, and has been published
broadeast over the Province and to the world in monthly
and annual Reports and Pamphlets without imit. For
its falschood it might be sufficient to refer to the number
of private seetarian Bills passed and recorded in the
statute book, every session; and to the continued legis-
lation on separate schools.  Here, as in Franee, every
sect has its representatives in the Lemslature of the
Province. It cannot be reasonably assumed here, any
more than there that cach representative Joses his sec-
tarian chameter the moment he beeames clected by o

£ « Elle 11z Frarcee) n'a pas proclamd unce religion de I'Etat,
coqui ¢t ¢3¢ mensonge, sous une forme du Governement ou
lex grands corps de U'Etat sont les rcpr(-sczftans direets de
Popinion publigue s mais clle o assurd protection ot secours 3
tous los cultes chrétiens, ¢t ainsi, sous co mpport, clle s'ess
tenue dans le vrzi.  Elle a constaté auz yeux du monde que
les crovances chrétiennes. sans exception « Eglise on de Secte,
sont colles de Ia Nation Frangaise. Ja France, apres s'étre
déclanée chiréticnne dans la Charte, apres avair constatd, com-
me un fait considérable, que ia religion Cathelique est professée
i par 1a m’.\joﬁlg des }-mfggus, n!:' peuat prs &t}‘us.pc}nc d'incon-
, séwquence, oublier ce point f_ic départ qu:.nd il s'amt pour c!ic
d'arganisc. I Education pu!»!:q:zr: Lorsquelle fnngc des Clabdlis-
sement qui intéressent Véducatien morale de la jeancesse, .cl!c
ne peut pas les placer en dehors :lu principe moml‘qu clic
afirme clle-meme : mais clie n'oublim pas nen plus quielic est
! aléTante ot quielle aime par-dessus teat Ia liberic de conscience;
! toutes les Communions Chretiennes treuverant donc, dans ses
“tablisscmens &' cation publique. U'accucil baspii'alicr quelle
leur 2 promis dans ia Charte.  Neus aimoens A voir, .qn'e\~ sc8
veux toutes les Sectes Chrrlicances sont saeurs, of qu'clic icar
accende In meme sollicitude dans l:adminis:ra!ian de Ia grande
famille.—Quand aux hommes qui veulent é{crcr Iepr cx.affma
dans le mepris cystematique de tout ce qui est ing, 1 htgt
poartait lenr laiswer a ckarge de celte autrr impic: mais
jamais pour teur complaire. il e ful permis de manquer 3 sos
crosances morale — e TEiucate o Pepalsize ol dos Feddes
N.rmales Pamanses, consadécecs dans leurs Raoyporis ares la
Pislesuphae du Cimgthiazasme, e Vo I% Dumont. (huscage
e T Acede mae des Serenses mosales of juliigues o dévernd ua
:-1': rztegnrdimarce ex IO, oot 40, Q142 32

£
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constituency, or on his entrance to the Legislative cham-
ber. On the contrary, the sectarian element is as strong
and as operative in the House of Assembly, and in the
Legislative and Executive Councils as in the other re-
lations of public life. Every person who has any ac-
quaintance with the practice and custom of legislation
knows this to be the case, and that it is not possible it
could be otherwise. But what is most remarkable in
this comparison is the consistency of the facts and pro-
fessions in the case of France, and the honesty of pur-
pose with which the avowal is made that the Govern-
ment is necessarily sectarian. Contrast this with the
disingenuousness, on our part, of professing the Govern-
ment unsectarian, while its acts of sectarian legislation
prove that profession to be a falsehood. And the con-
trast ends not here. As, in the first lessons of the
school, the child is taught that a consonant s @ letter
that can be sounded by itself ; and, when more advanced,
that the art of grammar s a science ; so is the Govern-
ment and the country instructed, by the Educational
Department, in a new specics of mathematical exactness,
pamely, that the whole s not the sum of all its parts ;
or, that the constituent elements of a compound have
nothing to do in determining the character of that com-
pound. Thisis the amount of the logic of the Kduca-
tional Department; and, in our opinion, the beginning
and cause of the unfortunate dissentions with which the
work of education has becen attended. The assumption
of a mnon-sectarian character for the Government of
Canada is the foundation on which the nomt-religious
Canadian common school system is laid. This founda-
tion is, however, as we have shown, false, and the fruits
of this first grand mistake are visible in the prevailing
educational legislative dissentions, and the general dis-
satisfaction with respect to the non-religious character
of the schools.

This much was necessary to besaid, in order to be able
to appreciate fully the purport of the two pamphlets,
mentioned at the head of this article, on which we pro-
pose to remark. The first professes, by its title page, to
be a correspondence which had taken place on the law
of separate schools, butis evidently designed asa medium
for the Chief Superintendent to circulate through the
country, ex parte statements, on debateable points, con-
nected with the working of the school system. Accord-
ingly, this correspondence has appended aletter, addressed
to the Hon. Attorney-General Macdonald, occupying 18
pages of a pamphlet of 40 pages. Three things in this
letter are deserving of special notice—Tirst, the evasicn
of the facts contained in Mr. Dallas’s pamphlet; second,
the attempt to implicate the Chief Justice of Upper
Canada, Sir John Beverley Robinson, in a contradiction ;
and last, the assumed misconception of the principle for
which the Roman Catholic Bishop of Toronto has been
contending. We shall notice these three points in the
order in which they are placed.

The school system introduced to Canada by the present
Chief Superintendent, was, from the first, considercd as
an experiment; and, consequently, should have been
amenable to the criticisms of the public press. It was
scarcely possible that its merits could be properly tested
without the application of an ordeal of this kind; and
the strongest proof of its defects is the care, the assi-
duity, the sensitiveness that has been evinced all along
to check attempts at investigation. If Mr. Dallas’s
pamPhlet possessed no other merit, it was ensitled to
consideration, from the circumstance that it broke
through a silence and a monotonous state of the public

mind, on school matters, that would be scarcely credible
if we had no knowledge of the fact. But it contains
statements, impeaching the character and machinery of
the Normal and Common Schools, which are either true
or false. If true, it is certainly proper that they should
be known. If false, they should have been refuted.
That no attempt has been made to refute them, either
by the Chief Superintendent, or by that portion of the
press which supports his school doctrines, is, at least, a
strong presumption that they are incapable of refutation.
Yet the Chief Superintendent has the coolness to say, in
his letter to the Attorney-General, with reference to Mr.
Dallas’s statements—¢ The professed facts of this pam-

Yhlet are fictions, so far as they apply to our schools, and

so far as they relate to myself personally, and to the
Normal School.” Notwithstanding, however, this con-
venient but unsatisfactory denial, the professed facts are
there, and must be dealt with in some way or other,
before that public expectation can be satisfied. Now,
what are these facts 7 The most prominent is the Uni-
tarian or Deistical religious basis of the Common School
system, The proofs are derived from the official records
of the Province, and from the Revised Statutes and other
official documents of the State of Massachusetts, from
whence the Canadian system has been imported. Cor-
roborative testimony to sustain the charge that the cha-
racter of the system is not Christian, has been furnished
since, by a resolution of the Council of Public Instrue-
tion, having reference to a disallowance, on the part of
the Government, of the ¢ official prayers” which were
attempted to be forced on the schools. It will be ob-
served that the following resolution makes mention only
of Grammar Schools, but Common Schools should have
been also included, for the disallowed law was applicable
to both. It is as follows :—

¢t Ordered—That the Council, in preparing a code of Regula-
tions for the Grammar Schools, felt that it was highly desirable
to secure, so far as they could, without infringing on religious
liberty, such a recognition of Christianity, by prayer and the
reading of a portion of the scripture, as would impress upon
the pupils a due appreciation of the importance of religious
duties, and becoming reverence for the word of God.”

Here is an explicit avowal that the object of the
“official prayers” was to gain something which was ab-
sent, and for which there was an expressed want. That
something i8 a “recognition of Christianity.” So that
Churistianity is not recognized in the School system. Is
not this admission, by the Council of Public Instruction,
corroborative of the leading fact stated, in Mr. Dallas’s
pamphlet, that the schools have no Christian basis, and
thereforeare not Christian, because they ignore the visible
signs of Christianity ? But look at the position in which
the Chief Superintendent is placed ; by this admission,
on the one hand, of a fact, and denying it, ¢a the other
hand, as a fiction.

The next prominent fact is the condition of the Normal
School.  On this head we cannot do better than give the
practical testimony of a First-class Teacher, from the
Globe newspaper of 9th April last. The evidence of a
person engaged in the pusiness of teaching, and who is
competent to pass d pinion on the circumstances that
have come under his personal observation, should, in
this case, command a due share of respect. For this
reason it is here cited, and is as follows :—

«Tt cannot be denied that the common schools of Toronto
have not kept pace with the improvement of the #ge, nor have
the results been in any degree adequate to the expenditure;

and this is owing, in a great measure, to the disgust which was
created a few years ago against the. schools, by appointing as
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teachers incompetent and inexperienced persons, who had been
manufactured at the Normal School on the shortest motice.
Many excellent teachers on this account resigned in disgust,
and sought employment elsewhere, or in another vocation.

“The third chapter expresses my sentiments exactly, and I be-
lieve the facts of the case. If Mr. D. had consulted me in its
compilation, I would not have altered it much. But before we
find such men for all common schools, as the specimen cited by
a ¢Prussian Schoolmaster,” there must be a radical change in
the Education Office, as well asin the Normal School, besides a
general increase in salaries: such men can find employment in
other lines of business, more remunerative and less irksome.
Mr. D. gives the Normal School authorities a severe overhaul-
ing; but facts are always stubborn things. To the certain
knowledge of the writer, many of those who were trained at the
Normal School, have abandoned the profession of teaching—
some after having failed, and others before embarking in it. The
picture drawn on page 27, of the young teacher from the Nor-
mal School, has had its counterpart in many of the school sec-
tions throughout the country.”

As illustrative of what is here stated by a First-class
Teacher, and in support of the charge against the cha-
racter of the Normal School, we add here the copy of an
application for a situation in this city, by a teacher hold-
ing a certificate from the said Normal School, as follows :

¢ July 13, A.D. 1855.

“Dear Sir. I take the opportunity of wrighting these fue
lines to you to let you know that I want to go to you as a clerk
this summer and if you please wright to me as soon as you Can
and let me know if you want anney or not in your store let
me know now and if you please wright to me if you hear any
that wants one far or near but I hope that you will take me
yourself for some time & I am ready to go now or any other
time betwik this and next fall I was teaching school til nou
but my time is out tommoroh and I holdes the tkird class certifi-
cate I have no more to say at presant but my kinde respect I am
your frend.

¢ Be sure and wright to me and let me no whether I will get
there or not.”

How much testimony of a similar nature could be fur-
nished, we leave the teachers themselves and the parents
who arc most deeply interested to answer. Go where
we will, in town or country, the same complaint is heard
onallsides. DBut let us not be misunderstood. It is not
intended to affirm that there are no good teachers in the
Province, nor that some of those holding first-class certi-
ficates are not competent. By no means. But we do
affirm that the few good teachers to be found, holding
first-class certificates, are not indebted to the Normal
School for the abilities they possess. On” enquiry, it
will be found that such teachers, previously enjoying a
reputation as good teachers, merely passed through the
Norinal School routine for the purpose of saving them-
selves from Government proseription ; or they are persons
of natural talent, who, by native energy and extraordinary
efforts, have mastered their profession, and would have sue-
ceeded as well in any otherundertaking, despite of defec-
tive tutorship and a false and erroneous system of train-
ing. This is nota point on which bare assertions can be of
any consequence. The facts are within the cognizance
of every one who reads what is here written. There is
no parent, residing in the neighborhood of a common
school, and participating directly or indirectly in its
management, who has not frequent opportunities of hear-
ing and knowing a good deal #bomt the character of the
teachers. It would be superfluous, therefore, to fill our
pages with examples of what every one has, thus, oppor-
tunities of determining for himself.

Is it a fietion, that the common school system of Ca-
nada is a piece-meal importation from Boston, and was
designed“expressly for a Unitarian and Republican com-
munity 7 Isit a fiction, that Dr. Ryerson, following in

the footsteps of Mr. Mann, has contended for compulsory !

measures, by which to force the children of respectable
people to sit on the same school forms with the most
immoral and depraved children, picked off the public
streets? Is it a fiction, that, previous to the appearance
of Mr. Dallas’s pamphlet, almost every monthly number
of the Journal of Education was filled with laudatory
commendations of the Unitarian and Republican school
authorities of the United States, in place of being de-
voted to the practical management of the school machin-
ery? Is it a fiction, that, contrary to the spirit of our
municipal institutions, a system of centralisation, in school
government, has been established, including the Common
and Grammar Schools and the University, on the plan
adopted by Mr. Mann? Isit a fiction, that, wherever
free schools are established, the assessment is calculated
for the education of all the children of school age in the
section, township, or municipality, while only a compara-
tively small number of poor children attend them? Is
it a fiction, that the ornamental appearance of the build-
ings and the pietorial decoration of the walls inside have
been of more consequence than the forming of good
teachers? Is it a fiction, that, to obtain a first, second,
or third-class certificate, the applicant is not required to
know more than the simple routine of holding on by a
few set rules and forms, as leading strings, in the school
room? Isit a fiction, that most of the students attend-
ing the Normal School renounce the intention of becom-
ing teachers, or abandon the profession, after having
given the business a trial, thus causing a useless waste
of the public fands? 'These are the prominent facts set
forth and argued in Mr. Dallas’s pamphlet, and to which
Dr. Ryerson has, evasively, refrained from attempting a
reply. They are, however, before the Legislature and
the country, and supply food for reflection. One thing
should be observed, that the school system is an experi-
ment not yet tested. The experiment is only going on.
But of what use is the process of experimenting, if no
questions are to be asked, and the immense fund at
the disposal of the Education Office is to be successfully
employed in gagging the press and stifling enquiry?
Many, we arc aware, have a belief that nothing should be
done to mar the designs of the present school authoritics;
and honestly denounce anything having that tendency.
This is, however, a mistaken indulgence ; because it can
be shown that the theory, according to which these
authorities profess to be guided, is untenable. Accord-
ing to Socrates, the necessary condition of the right un-
derstanding of any subject, 13 to be able to explain it to
others. 'We ask no more than this. If the theory is
false, and it can be shown that this is demonstrated by
the unfitness of the practice, what better service can be
rendered, than giving publicity to the fact, and arguing
the several issues on their intrinsic merits, for the benefit
of the public, by whose decision the conflict must finally
be determined.

The second point, deserving of notice, in the letter of
the Chief Superintendent to the Attorney General, has
reference to remarks made by Chief Justice Robinson on
two separate occasions. Dr. Ryerson, it will be ob-
served, does not deny that the extract from the address
of the Chicf Justice, cited in the title page of Mr. Dal-
las’ pamphlet, expresses distrust of the school system ; but
with a most unaccountable disregard for the reputation
of others, in his anxiety to save the character of his
system, he adduces an extract from a subsequent ad-
dress of the Chief Justice to show that the Chicf Justice
approved of the system. Thus, in short, attempting,
without the smallest grain of compunction, to make the
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public believe that the two addresses are contradictory
of each other. Now, any one reading these two extracts,
without reference to the religious aim of the one and
the secular aim of the other, would naturally suppose
them to be contradictory. But with this reference 1t is
not possible that such a mistake can occur. We insert
the two quotations here for the purpose of affording an
opportunity to compare them :

« There is, we all know, a difficulty which has met at the
threshold those who have been influential in establishing sys-
tems of national education ; I mean that which arises from the
number of religious sects into which the population is divided.
This is not the occasion for entering into any discussion upon
that painfully interesting question. Whatever difficulty it has
occasioned in England or Ireland must be expected to be found
here, applying with at least equal, if not more than equal
force. 1 should be unwilling to suppose that any doubt could
exist a8 to my own opinion on this question ; and scarcely less
unwilling to be thought so unjust and uncandid as not to ac-
knowledge and make allowance for the difficulties which sur-
round it. They are such, I believe, as no person can fully es-
timate until he has been called upon to deal with them, under
the responsibility which the duties of government impose. In
the meantime, resting assured as we may, that no general sys-
tem of instruction can be permanently successful which has
not the confidence and cordial approval of the sincerely reli-
gious portion of the community—that portion, I mean, who
will think it worse than folly to aim at being wise above that
which is written—we must wait with hope and patience for the
golution which this difficulty, to which I allude, may receive
in other countries more competent to grapple with it—trusting
that what may ultimately be found to be the safe and satis-
factory course, may, by the wisdom and good feeling of the
majority, be adopted among ourselves.”—Specch of Chicf Jus-
tice Robinson, at the opening of the Provincial Normal School,
Nov. 24, 1852,

«If the system of Common School education which pervades
all parts of Upper Canada, shall continue to be maintained in
full efficiency, which there is no reason to doubt, the number
of those who can enter with pleasure and profit into discussions
upon subjects of science will be immensely increased; and
those whose generous aim it may be to enlighten and improve

»others by communicating freely the results of their own
researches and experiments, will find abundance of hearers
and readers able to understand and reason upon their theories.

¢« There i8 good ground, too, for expectation that, with the
advantage of the Public Libraries, selected as they are with
care and judgment, which are being formed within the several
couaties, and even within each school section, a spirit of inguiry
will be fostered, and an ambition excited to be distinguished in
scientific pursuits, which we may hope will in time add largely
to the number and variety of interesting contributions to the
Tnstitute.” —Address of Chief Justice Robinson before the Cana-
dian Institute, 8th Junuary, 1855.

The first of the above two extracts, it will be seen, is
taken up, exclusively, with the religious aspect of the
school question. First, the difficulties that liein the
way, occasioned by the conflicting claims of the various
sects, are stated; next, the speaker's own settled con-
victions; thirdly, the assurance that no system (mean-
ing, of course, the Canadian system) can be permanently
successful which is opposed by that class of religious
people, not conceitedly wise in school matters and not
inclined to set the oracles of visionary and ignorant
enthusiasts above the authority of Holy Writand the tra-
ditions of the Christian Church; and finally, the solemn
admonition to wait and profit by the experience of other
countries, better able, by the superiority of their intel-
lectual resources, to construct a proper system. Hereis
amost complete condemnation not only of the non-re-
ligious character of American edueation, but also of
United States and Canadian educationists; the men who
aim at levelling all distinctions of rank and worth in so-
ciety by beginning the levelling process in the school
room ; and who, with the most bland professions of

christianity on their lips and on their educational sign
posts, repudiate Christian teaching and deny to religious
communities the excreise of their religious richts, Any
one who can read these remarks of Chief Justice Robin-
son and fail to perceive the pointedness and significance
with which they aim at the system of irreligious educa-
tion must be willfully blind. The second extract, on the
contrary, has exclusive reference to the beneficial influ-
ence which the secular instruction of the common schools
would have on the promotion of science in connection
with the Canadian Institute. Of course no one denies
the scientific tendency of secular education. This ten-
dency is all that the second extract expresses. It does
not follow, because the irreligious character of the sys-
tem is condemned, that the secular character should
share the same fate. About its capacity to sharpen the
intellect there is no dispute. That is admitted, as the
natural and necessary result of secular influence. What
is denied is its power to cultivate the heartand affections,
while the religious element which is alone capable of
doing this, is wanting. Then, as to the phraseology,
the prefixed ¢“If”” throws doubt on the continuance of
the secular efficiency of the system. So, also, the pa-
renthesis ¢ which there is no reason to doubt,” does
not necessarily imply the antithesis—belief. It con-
veys neither affirmation nor denial of the continuance or
non-continuance of the efficiency. A person may have
no reason to doubt of a thing; but, simultaneously, he
may have no reason to believe it. Or he may calculate
on a prospective event, without having a reason to cre-
ate either a belief or doubt that such event will actually
take place. A little attention to the exact meaning of
the language employed will show that the speaker had,
probably, as little reason not to believe as not to doubt
that the secular efficiency would be continued, and
therefore expressed no decisive opinion either one way or
the other. On the whole, then, we see that while Chief
Justice Robinson, in the lastextract, admits the efficiency
of the secular power of the school system to promote the
objects of science, he condemns most unequivocally, in the
first of those two extracts, its non-religious character and its
inade quacy tosatisfy the religious wants of the community.

The third and last topic, worthy of notice, in the let-
ter to the Attorney General, and that which constitutes
the burden of its contents, is the separate school claim.
Here Dr. Ryerson, though foreseeing the unavoidable
result of the contest and sufficiently apprehensive of a
day of retribution, manages to keep up a sort of defen-
sive fusilade for no other apparent reason than to evade
and put off the acknowledgment that the American
common school system, though adapted to the religious
and political atmosphere of Boston, for which it was
specially intended, is altogether unfit for religious and
political institutions of a diametically opposite character,
such as exist in this Province. Two circumstances have
given Dr. Ryerson a semblance of superiority in con-
ducting his defence. One, the disparity, in a political
sense, between himself and his immediate antagonist,
Bishop Charbonnel. The other, the limitation of the
separate school quesfion, as one between Protestants and
Roman Catholics only. But however dexterously the
political weapons may have been employed, on the one
side, and however unequally they may have been han-
dled, on the other, cannot affect, in the slightest, the
real facts in dispute ; neither can the persecution
carried on, ostensibly, only against the Roman Catholies,
be supposed to save the churches of England and Scot-
land from excommunication.



Strippiug the question of all its sophistry and subter-'
fuge, let us examine the claims for religious liberty, in’
school matters, on their own merits.  1f we take the
population of Canada at 2,300,000, what it is stated to
be at the present time, the Roman Catholics may be
fuirly assumed to comprise one half, and the Protestants |
another half, of the whole number. Of this last division,
the adherents of the church of Ingland are doubly or
trebly more numerous than the adherents of any other’
Protestant body ; and those of the church of Scotland
form, also, a large proportion. So that, according tu
this estimate, a majority of the whole population of
Canada, consisting of 1,150,000 Roman Catholies, a
preponderating proportion of adherents of the English
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undertook to demonstrate to the world, that the hostility
between the differeut species of the Jower animals is occa-
sioned by educational habits and isunvatural.  Barnum's
motive was to teach mankind that, as mmong beasts, so in
human society distinctions arise from causes that are
capable of being <untrolled. e too, held the belief
that sectarianism and distinetions of rank should be
abolished.  Looking at the method he adopted to dem-
oustrate his problem, and comparing it with the experi-
ment to destroy sectarianism in Canada, we cannot per-
ceive that there is less absurdity in the one case than in
the other.  Our Canadian educational experiment and
that of Barnum are, in this respect, much on a par.
They appear to have originated, alike, in the same kind

church and a large proportion of those in connection of visionary conception, to have been governed by the
with the church of Scotland, claim to have a combined same prineiple, and to aim at a similar objeet.  Barnum
religious and secular school system.  Dr. Ryerson’s dis-. commenced by getting a large cage, the representative
sinction of an Upper (fanada system from a Lower (fana- ! of the unscetarian school room. lnto this cage he put
da system, required as he presumes, on account of the [ a Cat, a Rat, some Mice, a Monkey, a Squirrel, a (iuinea
different forms of municipal government, cannot be ad-! Pig, a Dog, a Vulture, a Hawk, an Owl, some Pigeons
mitted to justify the division of the Provinee into two | and small birds, with several other kinds of animals; in
distinet scctions for intolerant educational purposes; in | like manner as, in the unsectarian school,  the Episco-
the first place, because a difference in the form of muni-! palian and Presbyterian, the Roaan Catholic and the
cipal government has nothing to do with the principle; Baptist, the Methodist and the Unitarian have been
of religious liberty; and, in the sccond, because the ! brought together. Now Barnum's mistake was not a
Roman (‘atholics themselves demand that the samel whit greater, when hie put the Cat and the Mouse to-
equality of religious freedom, in school matters, shall be , gether, than the mistake by the authers of our school
exercised in the Western and the Eastern portions of the ' system, in obliging a Unitarian and Episcopalian to sit on
Provinee, without distinction.  Here, then, isone factand | the same school form; for it is just as impossible to
the principal fact with which the Legislature will have make the Episcopalian embrace the habits of the Uni-
to deal, namely, that a majority of the population of the tarian as to put the Mouse in love with the practices of

Provinee demands a combined religious and secular com- .
mon school system.  Compared with this, ali the other
issues are of minor importance.

That spurious species of Protestantism which belies
the great principle of liberty of conscience for which
Luther contended is as fruitful, at the present moment, '
among oursclves, of inconsistencies and absurdities as it |
has been in other countries. The Unprotestant legislation
of the Puritans who landed at Plymouth, the Unprotestant '
treatment of the English dissenters whose grievances are
recorded in the history of England, and the Unprotestant .
treatment of the Roman Catholics in Ircland, atthe pre-
sent day, are only different phases of the same spiritof in- -
tolerance which commenced in this Provinee, with the
introduction of the Boston school system, in 1846, and
has been increasing ever since.  What Dr. Ryerson is
contending for is the Roman Catholic principle of uni-
formity of discipline. What all true Protestants, on the
other hand, maintain, is the right, not only to differ
from the church of Rome, but, also, the right of
Protestants to differ among themselves. Wherein is'
the difference between the dictum of our (Canadian
school legislator and that of the sclf-styled prophet,
Munzer. Human folly, not to call it by a worse name,
has a thousand ways of displaying itself. Munzer too,’
was a Preacher, and » Protestant ; he too, taught that -
there was no necessity for sectarian differences of religion
aor for distinctions of mnk, which he said were unchris-
tian because in heaven all men are cqual.  Acting on
these doctrines of equality and communism he attracted
multitudes in Thuringia and Hesse to his standard, for
he too had followers.  But after carrying his levelling
doctrines into practical cffeet, by plundering the rich,
destroying the castles of the nobility and burning the
Monasteries, he and his leading accomplices paid at last
the penalty of their pretensions, on the seaffold.  Ttis, in
like mauner, not many yearssince Barnum, of New York,

the Cat.  The natural inctinets of the animals,) in the
cage, may be restrained while the man, with the stick,
stands, as a sentinel, ready to punish every transgressor
against the laws of equality and fraternity.  So may the
unsectarian teacher restrain the children from excercising,
in the school, the imbibed instinets of their parents.—
But the instinets, in both cascs, still exist, and find vent
the moment the artificial restraints are removed.  Bar-
num may cliim suceess and fancy that he has duped his
visitors into a belief’ that animal iInstinets can be de-
stroved, and unsectarian  common  school educationists
may boast that their system is established and that it
works well aund is cfficient, but every one having com-
mon sense and not immediately benefiting by the specu-
lation, must look upon the whole affair as an imposture.
It never was designed that there should be umformity
of thought any more than of form and shape and color
in the external aspect of things.  The whole beauty of
the natural world consists in its change of scene and its
extreme variety and dissimilanty.  We dont find in the
whole forest two trees that are alike.  No two human
beings can be found with the same features, either of
mind or body. Some are born rich, while athers never
know any other companion than poverty with its atten-
dant discomforts. One man possesses an inhereut spirit
of enterprise that aspires after distinction ; how many
others crawl through life, the obsequious fawning syco-
phants of the wealthy and the powerful? 8o it isnow;
so it ever has been ; and so it will be in all time to
come. The error of some men isa habit of dealing with
fictions. They cannot sce that the world with all that
is in it possesses fix *d specific  characteristies which hu-
man cfforts cannot alter; that all is perfection: that, as
Pope happily and truly says, *¢ whatever is—is right.”"—
They seek to change not only the scttled institutions
which time and the common assent of mankind have
rendered vencrable, but also human nawre itself.
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Charity, is the sentiment of Justice. ¢ Do to others as |
ye would that they should do to you,” is a rule laid
down for the government of the mutual relations in
which men stand to each other.  The Dissenters of Eng-
land and the Roman Catholics of Ircland have protested
very qropcrly and justly against the exaction of tithes
and church rates for the maintainance of a church estab-
lishment to which neither of them belongs. And the
erievance becomes more aggravated when it is consider-
ed that, at the same time, they pay for the building of
their own churches and for the support of their own
clergy. There is no end to the clunour of what is, thus,
considered an injustice and extortion. But how is it
with oursclves, and by whom 13 the same injustice meted
out here? "Who pays for the building of the common
school houses and the support of the common schools ?
Have not the Episcopalians and others to pay
for the crection and maintainance of these schools,
against the injustice of which they protest; while they
have to provide and support other schools for the educa-
tion of their own children? Is this dving as we would
like others to do to us 7 Is the Canadu Episcopalian in
any better position than the English Dissenter, or the
Irizh Roman Catholic ?

There can be no greater blessing in any country than
a permanent system of good common schools.  But to
be good and permanent it must have, in the words of
Chief Justice Robinson, “ the confidence and approval of

Next to the cardinal virtue of Christianity, namely, ’pcrvade the entire management of school affuirs till jus-

tice shall be amply awarded, without exclusion, either
religious or sceular, of any class or auy body which is
subjeeted to their influence.

Turkey, Past and DPresent: its Iistory, Topography,
and Resources. By J. M. Morell.  London, 1854
The War, from the Landing at Gallipol® to the Death
of Lord Raglun. By W. 1I. Russell.  London, 1835.

Turkey, Russia, the Bluck Sea, and Circassiu. By
Capt. Spencer.  London, 1855.

The Balunce of Power. A Letter to the Z%mes News-
paper. By a Traveller in Italy. 1855,

Two Letters to the People of England on the War.
Joseph Mazzini. London, 1835.

The difficulties surrounding an amicable adjustment
of the Lastern contest are, in no degree, surmounted by
the attention it has received, and the talent that has been
cmployed in the work of negosintion.  The skill of diplo-
macy, as well as the sugeestions of the popular mind,
cxhausted, fruitless, and unsatisfactory, can discover no
principle which might serve as s common basis for the
conditions on which peace should be decided.  There is
no Pytho, with its temple, to receive our propitiatory
offerings; no Pythia to communicate to us the much
desired oracular response ; and no Sibylline Canons to
consult, on the dangers and uncertainties that lic hid in

By

the sincerely reliyious portion of the community, that : 4)¢ obscarity of the future. Should the status quo be
portion e ho acill ”“”7‘""’ warse than fully to aim at be- | preserved ? should new territorial arrangements be
ing rise abovesthat which is written.” The school ques- | ¢ffocted. to limit Russian power in the South ? should
tion is one which the Legislature will have to take hold ' ¢y, intc’::rity of Turkey be guaranteed 7—are questions
of and settle, in a permanent way, to the satisfaction of that, at this moment, are as ;crplcxin(r’ and as far from
;"}] parties, and all creeds, and to the exclusion of none. !:1 satisfactory solution, as they were “at the date, when
The scruples of the various religious hodies must be re- i first war was declared in March, 1854, And these per-
spected; the centralisation scheme must be broken up, and ; plexities are, in no small measure, heigutened by the
the principle of self-government, which is in accordance | pefiection that we may have to wait the issue of @ pro-
with our municipal system, adopted in its stead ; re-|ymeted series of campaigns, in order that the conditions
ligivus and sceular instruction must be combined ; the ! of peace may be arbitrated by the fortunes of the battle-
sehool Jaw of Upper and Lower Canada must be assim- . fo]q.
ilated ; the endless compilation of schoul Aets and | Nuthing would be more easy than to follow the example
Amended Acts must be c:mccﬂ‘ed; the administration | of gur compeers, and indulge a spirit of declamation
of school affairs must become a Government department, | against the aggressive proceedings of Russin. Like
and be presided over by a Minister of Pablic Instruction : tliem we mivht 2o on to the construction of a new dyn-
who is a member of the Cabinet, and who is neither a 445 wap for 1.;{:,0},9 or the organisation of independent
preacher nor an cducational theorist. When  these | pationalitics.  And like them we might derive a mom-
chas are C‘;“’P]“‘c‘h“'? ’;‘;‘S ﬂ}“‘"] l‘XP‘?S‘ to witness ; cutary feeling of gratification from the survey of such
w, mity and concord in the schools, and a generous ! fo he faney.  We pre . it
riva.ry to promote the truc objects for which schools are | fﬁf‘gég uzitlzij;ll;iist,‘::ﬁdp;;fct::kl;m:lf;‘;z t:?sdf‘s‘qi ‘Eﬂg
considered desirable. them, irrespective of peculiar or national aprcdilections.
We have expressed our views fully and clearly in dis-{ Were our own feclings to be consulted, we would name
cussing this question, and trust that those who differ | the line of the Caucasus, the northern coast of the Black
from us will do us the justice to consider our remarks’ Sea, and the Pruth, as the southern limit of Russia.
as iutended to clicit truth from a comparison of conflic- | This appears the natural boundary, and many rcasons
ting opinions.  Er parte or garbled representations of exist why it would have been desirable to preserve it.
things are reduced to a proper estimate wherever the | But what we might wish is one thing. That which is
press is independent enough to adimit of unrestricted | practicable is another.  If this distinction had been ob-
criticism, and  sufficiently impartial to tolerate the ex- | served, by the Western Powers, at the commencement
pression of opposite and antagonistic sentiments. The ' of the struggle, many false movements might have been
tmportance of the subject and the prospect of parlia- “avoided, and the preparations and resources would have
mentary legislation upon it, at an carly day, are strong been on a seale commensurate with the magnitude of the
reasons why it should be fully canvassed by those who | enterprise.  The first fault committed, the greatest fault
have bestowed on it some share of attention; and no [attending the management of the war, and the fault
less imperative is the eall, by a majozity of the popula-  most common, awong influential writers, at the present
tion, that its claims should be heard, and the reasens ' moment, is that of undervaluing the power of Russia.
stated, in its behalf, why the system should be remod- i We know of no practice o culpable, secing the disastrous
eiled. and why distraction must continue to operate and | consequences to which it has led, than that of deceiving



TURKEY, AND FOREIGN INTERFERENCE.

one's self, by allowing national prejudiee to obseure the-

reason, and pervert the circumstances and data, which
are o much required to be known, in order to be able to
estimate our true relative position.

Russia in Burope has a population of (2,000,000,
united by & common Slavie erigin, professing one veli-
eious faith, and living undera form of guvernment which,
tor military purposes and conquest, has no equal. 1t is

situated, besides, in the most inaceessible part of the

continent, and ix protected by the severity of the climate,
no less than by an extent of territory measuring 104,731
square miles.
as it may suit our notions of constitutional freedom, is,
nevertheless, well adapted for aggression. 1t possesses,
alsu, ample means of security against an invading foree.
The power of Russia does not, however, consist exelu-
sively of’ these internal resources.  Great as they are in
themselves, they are rendered stiill more potent by ex-
ternal and negative circumstances thatare apt to be over-
lovked. The political and religious dizsentions of Turkey
and the revolutionary tendencies of the Austrianl’rovinces,
together with the Nlavie relationship of a large portion
of the populatioms of hoth Turkey and Austria, operate
dircetly to give Russia a preponderance in the Huropean
balance of nations.  Of this, the Hungarian revolt fur-
nished one illustration.  Austria did not apply to France
or Iingland for suceor in that emergeney.  Because their
sympathies were known tolean altogether the other way.
Noj; the appeal was made to Russia, and the promptitude
with which 1t was answered should have opened the eyes
of Lord Palmerston to the importance of sustaining the
dynastic rights of Austria.  Hercin les the seeret of
Austria's neatrality.  Lord Palmerston’s tampering with
Kossuth, during the Hungarian revolt, and after it had
been suppressed, is telling, with fearful effeet, on the
fortunes of the war. Results of great magnitude have
their causes often remote, in minute and scareely diseern-
ible incidents; which, however, it is neeessary to trace

A despotie monarchy so constituted, little
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of Austria.  Where is the poliey by which we have heen
cuided in our yelations with the rest of Burope 7 What
sort of poliey is it which demands friendship for the
Sultan and contumely for the House of Hapsburg?  Phis
inconsistency was the initiatory step to our present
troubles.  And to it, more than to all other conspiring
ageneies combined, we attribute the encouragement viven
to Russia to invade Turkeyv; the neutrality of Austria,
and Prussia, and the German States; and last, though
‘not least, the difficulty of findine 2 basis on which to
arrange the conditions of a permanent peace.

The difference of races and creeds exposes Turkey to
the machinations of other Powers.®  This is the prineipal
ceause of the weakness of the Ottomun governmeunt.
¢ While Russia hasexereiseda protectomte over 10,000,000
sof a Turkish population professing the fuith of the Greek
“Churel, Franee and England have contended for an
,amelioration of the condition of the Roman Catholies
~and other Christians, subjeets of the Porte. The same
.interference has heen practised by France and Faogland
. with the internal relivious aflairs of Turkey, that was

attempted by England in the veligious affairs of Austria.
I the principle of interference is to be justified in one
case, there 1s no reason why it should not apply with as
much foree in the other.  The extent to which that in-
terference may be eavried, must depend, in all cases, on
“contingent circumstanees.  The admission of the prin-
"ciple is the puint which requires consideration.  And
here arises a question of very grave import : Is non-in-
terference in the internal; political, commercial, and
"religious affairs of foreign countries, to be considered a
part of the international Taw of Furope ¥ A great deal
+ has been said about non-interference ; and the principle
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seems to have been first coneeded, in the acknowledgment  from, unless a policy be adopted, which will proteet the

of the right of the Freneh nation to choose its foru of
worerninent and its Chief Magistmte. .\ fruitless con-
test to intpose on France @ dynasty that had been yejected
and wis no Joneer secepiable, pecessitated, in this ex-
treme ease, the coneession o8 o prineiple which has not
been obseryved hr the ceneral intervourse of mativns sinee
notwithstanding that, by the limguace of diplomacey, it
wight be suppesed to constitute the rule ol action. No
wood reason can e shown, however, why Bussia should
not dietate to Turkey the conditions on which the ad-
herents ol the Greek Churel are o enjoy specitied
privileges and immunitics, if #france and Boclind are to

Justify o similar encroschmert, on their part, in favor of

the rest of the Christian population. i this case, as in

that of territorial cuarantees, there is a glaring want of

consisteney. It is evident that the weakuess of the Sul-
tan’s government  consists in thie foreizn influences
brouerht, at all times, to bear on and o neutralize the
administration of the faws. Itz not to be supposed that
the Greek and Nlavie saces will submnit quietly to Mo-
hammedan rule, while these foreign influences hold vat to
them” theprospeet of emancipation ; or that they will
reconeile thenselves o a Government not independent
enough to enforee its own mandates. "Lhe ebjeet of the
present war i to secure the independence of Turkey, and
to make it strong enough, to be ieltand to have weight,
in the genernl balance of power. But it is surdy a
wrong wuy to complish that eljeet, by subjecting the
Turkish Government to foreign dictation.
dependence, if it is to be anything more than a name,
must begin by strengthening the hands of the Sultan in
his control over the races and religious cotnmunitics cun-
stituting the population of the Turkisii dominions, with-
nut reference to the claims or dictation of Russia, France,
or England.  But if Rlussia, on the pretext of protecting

Turkish iu-

several German Govermnents agaiust the consequenees
of afree and independent course of action.  Whatever
obatacles way stand in the way of deiermining the terri-
torial limits which ought to be acknowledged, as con-
prising the arca of Prussian, Austvian, or Turkish
dominion, are in themsclves insignificant, when compared
with the advantages to be derived from mutual guaran-
tees for the preservation of these preseribed boundaries.
With respect to England, in particular, the necessity for
this policy is the more imperative, on account of the
vast interests at stake in her Indian possessions. The
defeat of Russia, in the present war, and the capture of
the Crimea, would not, of themselves, prevent a recur-
rence of the =cenes which have been witnessed in the
two last campuigns. Any temporary advantage gained
by the Allies, notwithstanding its magnitude, cin be
no seeurity to England against the extenston of hostile
forcign agencies, in the direction of the north-western
frontiers of Indin.  The present and future danger is
not from the inherent and native resources, great as they
are, which Russia possesses. These are comparatively
of minor conseyuence now ; as they will be hereafter,
if' the infatuated belligerent policy of vne section of the
British Cabinet is to be followed.  The pupular belief]
and that which has Jately controlled the course of the
British Government, presumes that the humihation of
Russia, by depriving her of the Crimen and her Southern
Caucasian Proviuees, would effectually put « stop to
further movements at a southern extension of territory.
And thus the prospect of peace and the secuity against

"future aguression are made to depend altogether on the

one class of Christians, France, under a similar pretext,

of puarding the religious interests of another, and Fog-
land, in like manner, equally pretensious tor the freedom

of @ third, are to persist, imposing terms on the admi-

nistration of the internal government of” Turkey, that
independence must become an impossibility. There is

evidently a2 want of sincerity in professing one thing and .

doing another. It is plaving fast and loose with the
liberties of Europe to make a chess-board of Turkey, for
the purposes of Russin on the one hand, and of the
Western Powers on the other.
Turkey independent, why not observe the conditions
which are essential to the establishment of that indepen-
dence?  Why not begin by an act of self-negation, re-

1t the objeet is to make ‘

_ciently.
 Government should have ended, however, all doubt as to

nounce all pretexts at interference on religious or other -

wrounds, and then consistently protest against and resist
the pretensions of Russia or any other Power?
cedure such as this would give Turkey internal strength,
would unite the disjointed sections of the population,
would subordinate the distinetions of race to the neces-
sity for a strong, compact, and vigorous government, and
enable her to cheek suceesstully all future attempts, by
Russia, at territorial aggrandizement.

The power of Russia is thus to be imputed, in great
measure, to the internal dissensions of her border neigh-
bors, and the false and suicidal policy pursued by
England and Frauce in relation thereto. A knowledge
of this fact is sufficient to indicate the true policy which
ought to be adopted by the Western Powers. We must
confess that we have little confidence in the early suceess
of their combined effurts while Germany remains neutral ;

A pro-,

and no expectation that this neutrality will be parted .

strength and efficiency of our military operations.  This
is the popular and fatal mistake which drove Lord Aber-
deen from the Government, and gave Lord 'almerston
an opportunity of reversing the policy of his predecessor.
What was wanted, from the first, to deier Russia from

"eutering the Priveipalities, or tv drive her from them

after they had been invaded, was an Austrian alliance.
This, with Lord Aberdeen, was a sine qua nen. The
difficulties in the way of its accomplishment may safely
be imputed to the precedents of Lord Palmerston in his
management of our relations with Austria; and the dis-
trust, thus previously ereated, may be said to have cansed
the failure of Lord Aberdeen’s utmost exertions to effect
an object so indispensable, and which would have been
followed with positive and negative results, the import-
ance of which it is scarcely possible to estimate suffi-
With the cession of Lord Palmerston to the

the course which .\ustria would pursue. Thisalone was
wanted to enable Austria to make a final resolve to tach
her interests to those of Russia.  Whatever advances
were afterwards made to negotiate an Austrian alliance
were illusory and deceptive ; and the pretences still held
out, with the same view, are, in ou~ opinion, as destitute
of candor as they are evidence of 2 want of sagacity.
That Austria had no choice, but was forced, by the
whole tenor of Lord Palmerston’sadministration, to form
an alliance with Russia, is perceptible, not only in the
fomentation of the internal religious troubles already re-
ferred to, the tacit support reudered to the Hungurian
rebellion, and the Haynau correspondence, but, more
cmphatically, in the continuous threat to excite the op-
pressed nationalities. The strength and durability of
that alliance may be inferred from the reply of the Em-
peror Nicholas to Sir . 1. Seymour: *‘ You must
understand that when I speak of Russia, I speak of



Austria as well; what suits the one suits the other ; our |
interests as regards Turkey are perfectly identical.”
This language oxcited, at the time, in the mind of our
Ambassador at St. Petershurg, a strong suspicion of the
designs of” Austria, and led the British public to believe
that Austria was interested in the contemplated invasion
of the Sultan’s dominions. No question seems to have
arisen as to the existence of other causes, which might
account for the late Czar’s confidence in the adhesion of
Austriz; and, least of all, was it supposeg tiat the true
cause might be discovered in our having betrayed to !
Austria a disposition to derange the administration of
her internal government and encourage the alienation of
her Provinces. She could have nothing conceivable to
gain from the extension of the power of Russin, a nation
already too powerful; and as little to expect from a
strugele, in which her own territory might be converted
into the battle-ficld, on which tu decide the superiority of
barbarism or civilisation.  The late Czar’s lingruage s,
however, capable of u satistactory interpretation, it we
conneet with it the only known circumstances which .
could have influenced Austria to resolve on the positiou |
of neutrality which »*e continaes thithfully to obscive.
In our short-sighted denunciations of Russian aggres-
sion, we 1o zet that France too, has coveted the prepon-
derance of British power in the Hast; that she too has
layed a conspicuous part in the affairs of Turkey; and
cing a great military power, equally ambitious and
ageressive, may at some future day, by means of new
alhances, also endanger the safety of our Indian posses-
sions. There is no provision against such « contingency.
Tt may happen before the expiry of the present year.
We know that intrizues have been carried on most
sedulously at Constantinople, to control the government |
of the Sultan, and to graft French influence on Turkish |
manners; and that immense fortifications have been con-
structed in that city, by order of the Emperor of Fran_ ¢,
for what purpose remains yet to be diselosed.  What
seenrity then has England, ir even pussessed of Russian ’
guarantees, that her astern interests will not be ex-
posed to similar encroachments?  None whatever.  The
alliance between England and France, was a necessary
step after the armies of Russin had crossed the Druth.
There was, under the circumstances, no alternative, no
other recourse left.  But while this alliance gave to
TFrance an opportunity and the means of avenging the
insult offered to her national pride, it afforded
Eugland no advantage for the attainment of the
object fur which she was prompted to take up arms.
The temporary cheek given to Russia, has been at the
expense, to Kngland, of promoting the interests of
France at Counstantinople.  The restmining of one in-
fluence, has thus raised up another.  In place of one
present competitor for Kastern dominion, there is all
likelihood that the future will witness two.  And this |
is the fruit, in fact the penaity, of the popular policy
pursued by Lord Palmerston towards Austrin. Whatis
the present position of Eugland, in relation to the war?
Is the status guo to be preserved: or is it necessary to
make 1 new map of Burope 7 All is confusion.  There
is na definite plan.  What is wanted is an Austrian
alliance.  That would set all right; it would have pre-
cluded the oceasion for the war, and have spared the
uscless expenditure of material means, and the saerifice
of life.  But the chanen of that alliance has been for-
feited ; and the question now js.—what ix to bhe done?
A new arrangewent. of the frontier Provinees of Russia
and Tarkey woull be hichlv desimble, i it could he
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cffected without entailing clements of future strife much
greater than already exist.  We cannot agree with the
opinion expressed in “the Letter to the 7'imes,” by «a
Traveller in Italy,” nor with the writer of the article in
the November rumber of the Nurth British Reciew ;
for, however clearly it may be shown, that the Caucasus
range of mountains is the natural scuthern bonndary of
Russia, we do not think the diflicultics of a new arranee-
ment have been maturely considered.  The ¢hiet of
these difliculties, in our estimatio., would be the extent
to which Franee would participate in the altered rela-
tions of Turkey.  The subsequent assistance, reguired
to keep Russia within the preseribed limits, would neces-
sarily oper up a wide field for the growth and promotion
of French interests and intrigue; which, in all proba-
bility, would play the same part, in the destinies of
Turkey, that they have long practised in the affairs of
Italy. There »re many other considerations, but this
aay be put prominently forward as one demanding,
above ail others, the serious attention of those who ad-
vocate a change of the existing territorial boundaries,
1t will be said, that these suspicions are not warranted

- by the understood and specificially expressed relations

agreed by England and Franee, at the commencement
ot the war, and the friendly maintainance, since, of the
terms on which their joint proceedings were to be regu-
lated.  And, furthermore, we may be told, it is impolitic
and unwise to give currency to surmises that call in
question the honor and integrity of our Allv. Itis no
seeret, however, that these suspicions have found a place
in high quarters, and that they have been cireulated and
canvassed by lastern correspondents without much
regard to reservation.  Whatever delieacy may be sup-
pesed to exist on this head is, therefore, removed by the
circumstance that the Kastern correspundents of the
Lnglish press have generally veferred to the inereasing

“preponderance of France in the general affnirs of Turkey
1 b ¥

and the probable consequences to which it may nltimately
lead.  Among the latest communieations of this nature
is that of the Constantinople correspondent of the

Iondon Record, dated 10th Pecember, 1835, from
which we extract the following :

¢ In fact, the impression here in many quartersi . that the
present Turkish Government has now fallen under the anluenee
f the Jesuits enterely ! Tive truth or otherwise of thiz opinien
may probably cre long become more clear: meanwhile, it is
perfectly evident, that Drtish intinences ere no! now copdutlly
received an the desired dircction.  The Grand Vizier, Ali Pacha,
is said to be a veligious man, and an earnest Mahommedan.
The Minister of Forcign Affairs, Fuad Effendi, is said to bea
mere man of the world, whose opinion is, that noboedy need or
ought to change their religion, whatever that be; and, like
Gallio, he cares for none of these things which cnsue from
others being differently minded on that sulject:—or. rather,
the fault of any disturbance and persccution lics, he thinks, at
the door of the persecuted and suffering religionists themselves,
and therefore they suffer justly.  J am not, acrordingly. as san-
quine as many good peaple in England scens (0 e about the imme-
diate good cfficts of British Influences flocing out of the present
alliance and war.  The Turks will take our help, our blood, our
mold: but if Russia be excluded from the dominions of the
Bospherous, it does not follow that British ideas must dominate
in place of Muscovite. It is exceedingly difticult to ohtain nny
accurate or weil-grounded information as to what really passes
in the Turkish mind, or to form any very satisfactory judgment
of the real condition of the social and national vitality of this
people.  Bat, without wishing to be tao confident on so donhtful
a matter. [ can see na geod grounds for supposing it possible to
prolong or materially renovate the conditicn of < the sick man.”
Noume stronyg hand mus govien hore o fas siead 3oerther opendy,
or under cover, at all cvenis, of his wariee  France ey do so
instead of Ruszie, pechaps, or combinatiens yet ummagined, may
Brt of twe expeet. av many seom n o, that Eugland wildl

areee,
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naturally now assume a position of nflucnee here for good, in | which would have been unnecessary but for the foreign
’l’:zjl)’;:;alr’ru;‘:u,:'l::‘f;:rr(llv:;:gn‘trc;!:l'[ (I{r'r:;::"/,’;‘rl»,[,:/‘c‘fl/‘ x::ﬁs’gi;:::h influences which continued then, as they continue still,
more direct steps sball be taken to that end.”  to fan the spirit of independence and to add fucl to the
lembers of revolution. It must be borne in mind, that
This, however, is only one example of the character | these crucltics were the result of strong measures,
of much of the newspaper correspondence which finds , demanded in consequence of the determined and resolute
its way to England.  One thing is to be observed with : courage infused to the insurgents by the three Christian
respect to it: The writers are on the spot where the | Powers. On this head Mr. Morell says : ¢ The sanguinary
scenes are transpiring that awaken those feelings of | scenes of the Greck insurrection of 1821 are a stain on
distrust.  They arce eye-witnesses of the intrigues to I the reign of Mahwmoud; yet they admit of some pallia-
which they muke reference; and, it is hy no means ! tion, when we recolleet that the Greeks were as much
likely that mnong so many witnesses, who have testitied | his legitimate subjects as the Irish are those of England,
to the same cffeet, there can be misrepresentation.  In | that they stained their rebellion with atrocious crimes,
discussing, therefore, the conduct of the Western | and tha, if the Sultan had been a Christian, his severity
Powers, with reference to the internal government of . would have been vindieated and applauded by all the
Turkey, there is no reason why French influence should | powers of Christendom.”
not be cstimated at its truc valuc; and, if there are| (Gircece and llungary, Italy and Turkey have been
premotitory symptoms, which betoken subsequent and ' the vietims of foreign interference.  Their recorded
certain changes in their present amicable relations, it is : histories will rewain standing monuments of the infatua-
hut right to know what these symptoms are, in order to : tion of Kuropean statesmen. Had they been left to the
be prepared, and not be taken by surprise and at a dis- | slow, gradual, and cfficient development of their own
advantage, when we may be ealled on to act under a class | native resources, aided only by that pivncer and universal
of cireumstances difierent from any thing which, hitherto, | instrument of progress and civilisation—foreign com-
may have been thought of. i meree, their condition would have been in accordance
The present sympathy for Turkey is much like what  both with their own individual interestsand the interests
was clicited for Hungary ; and at a former period for|of Kurope. Of the susceptibility of the Ottoman
tireece.  Then, as now, inordinate cxpectations were ' character to the humanizing influences of a refined civi-
cntertained about the vastness of the civilizing process : lisation, varivus castern travellers have written in the
which cach would undergo after the attainment of inde- | highest terms.  And since the reign of Selim 1L, the
pendence.  Fngland employs Protestant agencies ; the | various reforms adopted, and the general introduction of
same that she made use of in the Hungarian troubles. , western institutions, especially those of France, go far
Frunce operates through the Roman Catholic Chureh, : to prove what Turkey is capable of becoming, it only
and Russia through the Gireek.  Contrary purposes are : protected against the disorganizing agencies of” Greek,
thus at work throughout, notwithstanding the open pro-| Protestant, and Roman Catholic propagandism. The
fessions of unanimity. 1ad Kossuth and his associates | haste with which religious enthusiusm goes to work, to
been told in time, by Englund and France, that the in- . Christianize the followers of Mohammed, defeats its own
dependence of Ilungary would be impolitie, because it : purpose; for, in a population such as that of Jiuropean
would derange the balance of power, and, therefore, could | Turkey, consisting of nine distinet races, professing four

not be acknowledged, the revolt would never have taken
place, and the Hungarians would have been much better
oft’ than they are now.  Neither would the revolt of the
Girecks, in 18521, have oecurred, had not the leaders
relied on the syvmpathy of the Christian DPowers.

cases, benefit either of these peoples?  The fate of
Hungary, oceasioned exclusively by this foreign inter-
ferenee. is tov well known to require explanation from
us. ‘lLhat of Greece is tov melancholy not to excite
remorse for our inairect participation in the horrid
trgredy of 1821, as well as for being the cause, partly,
of the disappuinted expectations and fruitless disaffection
of the Greeks ever since.  Relying on the sympathy of

the Christian Powers, that disaffection was the cause, °

afterwards, of much cruelty, on the part of the Sultan,
which afforded a pretext for England. France, and Rus-
sin, in 1827, to destroy, at Navarino, the whole Turkish
ficet.  The independence of Greeee was then demanded,
and France sent 20,080 of an army, which expelled the

Turks from the Morea; at the same time that Russia .

entered Turkey with a foree of 100,000 men.  Yet.
where 15 Greek independence now?  Where is the
independence of Hungary?  And what will be the
independence of Turkey at the conclusion of the pre-
sent stragele 7 The three Christian Powers first exeited
the Greeks to revolt, and then declned war aeninst the
Sultan for the means which he twok to Jut down the
rebellion.  No doubt strong measures were resorted to:
and, under the cirenmstances. ermeltios were practised,

But -
did the foreign sympathy, so freely tendered in bhoth®

_extremely dissimilar creeds, foreign religious interference
“only serves to widen the chasm which already separates
them, and to open a way for the easy admission of the
political intrigues which are the immediate, real, and
permancently-operating cause of all the troubles of that
now unfortunate country. The reforms of Selim 111
were carried so far, in the French direction, as to have
arned for him the name of Socialist e was not
satisfied with moedelling the Turkish army on the plan of
the French, and altering, essentially, Mohammedan in-
stitutions, in many other respects, to suit the no-
tions he had imbibed of what was nccessary to con-
stitute a liberal system of government, but he adopted
Western dowmestic customs, and habits, and manners;
and a large measure of toleration for other creeds;
thereby demonstrating, to as greai an extent as it is
possible to desire, the facility with which Mohamme-
danism may be supereeded, i left to its own spontaneous
processes of development.  1f the progress of the change
has been slow, we may ask, how much this has been
owing to the mutual hatred and intolerance engendered
‘among the races and religious communities, by the
hostile and conflicting interference of the three Christian
<Powers.  In place of a continuous infusion of the cie-
ments of discord, and a studious paliey to set Greek
aminst Otteman. and the Christians amainst the believers
in Iamism, how much better would it have been to
have encournged an amalmmation of all the different
races into one, by naintaising the independence of the
Porte. and the dignity i the Sultan. The remarks of
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¢« A Traveller in Ttaly,” are addressed in a most pointed
manner, to the suicidal policy which is still pursued in
the East. And we express less astonishment, that
Russia should indulge and encourage a procedure so re-
prehensible, because it exactly suits her purposes of
aggression. But British interests are, clearly, so incom-
patible with British diplomacy—the weakening of the
weaker powers, is so directly destructive of the balance
of power—and the great increase, to the increasing pre-
ponderance of Franee, in the affairs of Turkey is seemingly
so prolific of future dissensions, that we feel at a loss
how to account for the infatuation with which British
councils have been surrounded.

Connected with this subject, a pamphlet which has
appeared in Paris, recommending a Peace Congress,
might have been included in the list of publications
mentioned at the head of this article. Various rumors
ascribe this production to the HEmperor ; while, on the
other hand, care has been taken to disabuse the public
mind of any impression by which it may be supposed
that he is the author. The presumption, notwithstand-
ing, that he is identified with it, in some shape or other,
bears a considerable degree of probability, it the tenor
of its recommendations be taken in connection with the
well-known feeling of the Emperor on the subject of
peace, and his previously declared opinion, which is now
assumed to have referred to a Congress, when he said :
¢ Let Europe decide and declare who is in the right and
who is in the wrong, for that will be a grand step towards
a solution.” The interest of France is obviously to leave
open the contingencies on which Turkish difficultics
could be renewed at some future day. Unlike Kngland,
ghe has nothing to losc in that quarter of the world, but
everything to gain. The chances of making progress in
the Kast, and balancing there, for her own ends, the op-
position of Russia and Kngland for the possession of the
high road to India, are strong inducements to have the

terms of peace so determined that she may have an op- |

portunity of playing a prominent part there. Now,a
general Congress is the very means by which this object
could be bestserved. Ifthey couldnot, asat the Vienna
Congress, partition the territories of the weaker Powers
among the stronger, they might be able, as at the Con-
gress of Verona, to decide on the perpetration of some
base act, which would afterwards have to be undone, but
not before the expenditure of a similar amount of blood
and treasure. But as to any permanent good which,
.under present circumstances, could result from a general
Peace Congress, the prospects are altogether discourag-
ing. The author of the French pamphlet, whocver he
is, recommmends no particular terms or conditions aceord-
ing to which the negotiations for peace should be under-
taken. No line of policy is even hinted at; nothing, in
short, is held out to justify the calling together the
plenipotentiaries of the several Governments ; and with-
out some previous understanding, some known definite
object to be served by it, there is no reason to think that
the proceedings or conclusions of a general Congress
would give satisfaction. One safe course is open, aud
however difficult it may be now to enter it, after the
series of errors which have been committed, it is the
only one which, in the end, will be found to secure the

would answer all the ends and give all the security, con-
cerning which much uneasiness and anxiety has been
experienced. With this previous and definite under-
standing, a general Congress would form the proper and
legitimate instrument for the ratification of a peace con-
cluded on corresponding terms.

The balance of power requires that the central mem-
bers of the confederation should specially be protected.
Without such protection, and the most ample guarantee
for the permanent security of their territories, they can-
not be independent; and without independence, the
balance of power cannot exist. Peace and national in-
dependence, should be made paramount to the propa-
gation of revolutionary doctrines ; and nations should be
guaranteed the right to work out spontaneously their
own amelioration. The Austrian form of government,
certainly has no resemblance to that of France, but each
is adapted equally to the genius and circumstances of its
own people; and, therefore, should be tolerated, and,
by courtesy, should be respected ; for a despotic demo-
cracy is as obnoxious to true freedom, as the most
absolute form of monarchial government. In making
these remarks, it is impossible to avoid a condemnation
of the demands made, by England and France, on the
Sultan, with reference to an amelioration of the condition
of his Christian subjects. The same species of inter-
ference that was attempted with the Protestant subjects
of Austria.  On this head, the North British Review,
and “a Traveller in Italy,” make the following appro-
priate remarks :—

““Nor have we (says the Review) greatly mended matters, by
announcing that one of our objeets is to secure for the subject
races of Turkey the recognition of their civil rights, and the
amelioration of their social condition. Our steps in this direc-
tion have obtained us the dislike of the Turkish Government,
without gaining us the confidence of the Turkish people. The
Government knows that what we demand would be the death-
knell of its supremacy ; the latter feel that what they want is
not better treatment, but emancipation from Ottoman rule. To
the Mussulman-—one million of foreigners to ten millions who
abhor him—we say: ¢You shall govern mildly and justly.’
To the Greek Christinn—ambitious, restless, and full of wild
aspirations for independence—we say: ¢You must submit to
this hated foreign dominion, for it suits our views of political
equilibrium to perpetuate it.” How can either Mussulman or
Christian be expected to recognize us as real friends ?”

“This policy (says the Traveller in Italy) will plunge us con-
tinually deeper and deeper into a labyrinth of confusion and of
crime; for yhile one hand is raised to resist Russia, we must
be prepared to use the other to keep liberty prostrate; yet so
little do our statesmen appreciate the difficulty and danger of
such a position, that, thinking to consolidate the power of Tur-
key, they have insisted on the amelioration of the condition of
its Christian subjects, and thus unconsciously enforce its sui-
cide. Can our Ministers be so ignorant of human nature as o
suppose that the improvements applicable 1o a native despotism
will prove a remedy for a foreign domination 2 It is not the
degree of oppression that creates the desire for independence ;
on the contrary, a people may be so degraded by oppression,
that if they but feel and can escape the lash, they have no aim
or hope beyond; but if their condition be improved, it will ele-
vate their moral and intellectusal character, and then, however
little tifty may be galled by oppression, they will desire inde-
pendence for its own sake.”

It may not be too late to inaugurate a different inter-
national policy. But repentance must precede refor-
mation; and it may be doubted if Lord Palmerston,

British possessions against the cupidity and aggressive | who is at the helm of affairs, would brook to take

views of Russia or any other Power.

We conceive | a course contradictory of all his antecedents. Yet without

that the promulgation and adoption of a policy of non- | some change formally agreed upon and o.fﬁcizllly pro-
interference in the internal affairs of foreign countries, | mulgated, we can see no method by which to with-
based on guarantees for the integrity and independence : draw Austria from her present neutral position; and
of the territorial limits of the existing Kuropean dynasties, ' without an Austrian alliance, there seems no possibility
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of escaping, with honor, from our present difficulties,
nor gecurity against a recurrence of the cause which has
occasioned the present war. A non-interference policy,
with territorial guarantees, would exclude English pro-
pagandism from Austria ; but it would also keep French
bayonets out of Italy and Turkey. This facility of in-
terference is, as we have said, the cause of all our present
difficulties, and is now the fruitful nursery in which
English and French statesmen are raising up in Turkey
the seeds of future European disorganisation.

This is not the place to argue the respective claims of
dynasties and nationalities. ~ 'What concerns us most is
the preservation of the balance of power, and, through
that, the safety of our possessions in India. If it can
be shewn, as we think it can, that without the indepen-
dence of Austria, that balance cannot be maintained,
and that by our endangering that independence we
forced Austria to take up a neutral position, defensive,
in reality, of the territories of our antagonist, there can
remain no question as to the line of policy which it is
necessary to choose. Tampering with nationalities has
been long enough practised to satisfy any one not wholly
ignorant of the alpha-beta of Italian, Austrian, and
Turkish history, that it is the game of despots, and never
yet has produced an example of a people benefited by it.
When, by the decree of a general congress and the
language and spirit of diplomacy, the principle of non-
interfercnce, religious and secular, in the internal affairs
of other countries shall have become an acknowledged
fact, and the actual territorial limits of each shall have
been mutually guaranteed, we may then, under a balance
of power so regulated, expect to sce Austria possess in-
dependence sufficient to resist Russian aggression. But
till then the balance of power can be nothing else than
nominal, a game at fast and loose, in which the weaker
powers arc coeiced into the intrigues of the greater.
An accusation of faithlessness and treachery against
Austria, under present circumstances, may gratify the
popular taste, and ward off for a time the responsibility
which, sooner or later, must be met, but it cannot im-
prove the false position in which we are placed ; and the
sooner we prepare ourselves to look with candor at the
true cause of Austria’s neuirality, notwithstanding that,
in doing this, we may trace that cause to the revolution-
ary propensities of some of our own statesmen, so much
sooncr will we be able to retrace our steps, and to
bring about a state of affairs more satisfactory, in itself]
and more conducive to the ends which it is our desire to
accomplish.

—

Annual Report of the Normal, Model, Grammar, and
Common Schools in Upper Canada, for the year
1854. By the Chief Superintendent of Schools.

As a source of information to the Government and
the country, on the management, the cost, and the con-
dition of the schools, the Annual Report is an important
document. It is the only official index, to which there
is access, for the facts of what has been done for the
cause of education during cach year. It should there-
fore present, in as clear and exact a form as possible, a |
separate account for each department, and these separate
accounts should be so preparcd that the average attend- |
ance compared with the gross expense would give the

rate at which the country pays for each child attending
school.  Of course, abstracts of the reports of local
superintendents, correspondence, official communieations, |

&e., are understood to form part of the contents; but
the chief summary is that which would enable us to see
ata glance what the country pays, directly and indirectly,
for the school attendance of each child. On examining
the Report for 1854, we find it impossible to arrive at
this information; and consequently have to remain
ignorant of the leading fact connected with the subject
of common schools. The mixing up, besides, of com-.
mon, private, and grammar schools, and colleges and
universities, in the manner which, we see, it has been
done in this Report, has a tendency to conceal the
results of the common schools altogether. A Report
embracing statistics of all the educational establish-
ments in the Province would be proper if it came from
a member of the Government, holding a seat in the
Cabinet, and representing the department of education ;
but from a superintendent of common schools the pro-
ceeding is, in our opinion,' perfectly irregular. The
more 80 because private schools, academies, colleges and
universities being sectarian, cannot be made amenable
to a school system that imposes uniformity of belief. If
the system of centralisation is to extend to a supervision
of sectarian schools and colleges, as now attempted, a
very important change will have to be made in that
irresponsible body called the Council of Public Instruc-
tion. It would, in short, have to be abolished ; and the
creation of a Government Department under a responsi-
ble Cabinet Minister will become necessary. Everything
appears to conspire, now, to favor such a consummation.
Had the school system been such as to satisfy the diver-
sified tastes and beliefs of a mixed population, and the
Chief Superintendent’s duties been confined simply to
the execution of details, such a change might not come
to be required. But, with a Chief Superintendent, and
a Council of Public Instruction, privileged by Govern-
ment to employ every means to denounce and repudiate
the true Protestant principle on which private schools
and colleges are founded, it is but justice that, for the
protection of the interests of these sectarian schools and
colleges, the educational department should be made one
of responsibility. In the meantime, and with reference
to the Report for 1854, the inclusion of sectarian
schools under a non-sectarian supervisorship is an.ano-
maly of rather a suspicious character. For whether
the object aimed at is to depreciate more effectually the
public character of these private schools, or to conceal
the common school results, the confusion produced by
mixing together two things that have no connexion
betokens some design not altogether right. A practical
person could easily have procured and arranged the
statistical returns, 8o as to give the net average cost of
instructing each child attending the common schools.
The credit side of the common school account should
show the amounts paid on account of, 1st, School Houses
and Lots; 2d, Normal and Model Schools; 8d, Libra-
ries, Maps, and Apparatus; 4th, Teachers’ Salaries;
5th, Salaries of Chief and Local Superintendents; 6th,
Education Office and Council of Public Instruction;
7th, Tnsurance of School Houses, Libraries, Apparatus,
&e.; 8th, Interest and loss on sale of Debentures; 9th,
Journal of Kducation, Annual Report, Special Cor-
respondence, and whatever other contingeucies, such as

| Gas, Water, and Fuel, come under the head of School

¥ixpenditure. The yearly cost should include the whole
sum paid for the erection of buildings, for lots, rents,
furniture, fucl, interest, and all such items as would go
to make up the gross expense of supporting a private
school. The amount so stated, if divided by the num-
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ber of pupils on the average il of attendance, would
show the cost of the instruction given to each.  This
summary has not, however, been given; and the data
supplied is partial, both iu rexpect to the common schools
and other private seminaries; so that it is not possible
to ascertain the cost of each puypil, cither in the common
schouls, private schools, colleges, or universities.

The number of children of school age in Upper
Canada s stated ot 277,012 and the average attendance
02,925, :

The Reports from the loeal superintendents are by no
meaus satisfactory, cither as regards the character of the
schouls or of the teachers,  On this head the complaints
anneat to be very general, as will be seen by such
somarks us the tollowing :—

** Guud teachers are becoming more and more seaee among
us.  Our schools have, with difficulty, been supplied for the
current yeiar; and some of thuse employed are not the most
capable.  Nothing but the offer of increased salaries will
induce the most ethicient teachers to continue with us, and the
people are very unwilling to raise them. 1 cannot say that
cducation is making any progress in this quarter.”--2'he Kev.
John MeMorie, Ramsay.

¢ 1 regret to say that the interest felt on the subject of edu-
cation in this ~ownship i» decidedly on the wane; and until the
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fault of the system, for I believe, Sir, you have done every thing
in your power to perfect it. 1 think it is not hard to find the
defeet, and even to place our finger upon the spot, in fact it nay
be summed up in one wovd, ¢ wcompetent teachers.” Now, Nir,
we have a Normal School, and one that is doing much to vemedy
and remove the evil; but I never kuew u greater dearth of
teachers than at the present, and such teachers, ouly n sprink-
ling of them have ever seen the inside of a Normal School or
any other regular institution of learning.  Nov is it the fault of
the examining board, or of trustees, that we have incompetent
teachers.  Jt would xeem that, from some cause or other, the

“more active portion of the young men who leave the Normal

School soon abandon the profession of teaching, perhaps for
business of & more lucrative or less fluctuating character; and
this, 1 fear, will continue to be the ceaxe until some more efli-
cient means be adopted to raise t* ¢ standard of education among
us"—Jonathan Wolverton, Esq., M.1., (/runsty. )

“I am happy to say that the schools here are all progressing

" very satisfactorily in every point except one, a rather essential

one, namely, the very frequent change of teachers, and for
which 1 see no expecial remedy.  Few contracts are made for
more than three months, aud seldom extend over six. 1 need
not point out to you, sir, the disadvantage this must be to the
pupils ; for although the teachers may have been educated ut
the Nurmal School, yet every one has a system or mode of his

cown: besides, on this frontier position many of our teachersaro
“from the United States, or having received their education

penalties imposed upon worthless trustees are made heavier ;

than at present, the interests ot education will languish.
mere loss of the amounts of legislative grant and municipal
assessment (if reguired) of the trustees is disregarded ; they
pay it cheertully, and pocket money by their neglect, as their

The *

taxes for a school, in many cases, far exceed the amount that

can be levied off them if they close the school against the sec-
tion."'—7"he Reverend John . Mulock, Fredericksburgh,

¢ The operations of our schools for the Township of Rich-
mond, for the past year, have not been characterized by that
efficiency which the friends of education and general improve-
ment would have desired.  In some of our schools, however, a
marked ir-provement is to be seen, but in others retrogression
is apparent, developing an almost criminal apathy on the part
of thuse whose provinee it is to be foremost in pushing forward
this nouble enterprise.  Une very great drawback to a progres-

there, bring in a different manner and pronunciation.”’—Jokhn
Radelifiy, Esq., Thorold.

1 have made several visits and examinations in the school
sections of this township during the present year, and an suny
to suy 1 have found the schools in o very imperfect state. A3
the free school system has been introduced, however, they are
now on u better tvoting than before V"~ Danel Donayhue, Lsy.,
Lnnismore.

“Indeed the cause of cducation is suffering severely in every
section of the country with which 1 am acquainted, from the
wint of a sullicient number of properly qualified teachers; and
this state of afluirs will not only continue to exist, but must in-
crease until the standard of the teacher’s salary is materially
raised.’— Edward 1. Weeks, Esq., Elmsley South, Co. of Lecds.

“ Iucluding 48 children in the Pickering portion of the union

" section of Pickering and Scarbure’, there are 1248 children of
. school age, resident within the limits of the eleven school see-

sive movement in this department is the want of efiicient teach-
‘cent., attend school, and -41¢, or between 33 and 34 per cent.,
“do not.”— William Robert Morgan, Esq., Scarbore’,

ers. ‘This arises from various causcs. It may be seen in the
want of encouragement, by way of remuneration, so that young
men of promise are induced to seek other employment ; this is
brought sbout, either by an utter disregard to the claims of
education ; a miserly selfishness; a limited sense of duty; or
a crippled state of ability, caused by lueal dissensions and illi-
Deral sectional legislation. _Another source of inefticiency is to
be found in the system of licensing—sowme parties, through fa-
voritism, or the failing to appreciate the responsibilities involved
in their position, have granted certificates to those whose qua-
lifications did not warrant it ; this will especially apply to third-
cluss certificates—a class that should be entirely ubolished, for

1n0 one, unless under peculiar circumstances, should be allowed

to assume the office of teaching whe holds no higher qualifica- the trustees, regarding the causes of non-attendance at schoo!

i —the one most generally given is that they were kept at home

tion."—F. .. Dunham, Evq., Richmond.

¢« The schools are not inas flourishing a condition as I would
wish, owing, in a great measure, to the trustees in many of the

sections employing insafficient teachers, and ther changing’
often, and sometimes, if they cannot engage a ¢ cheap master,’

closing their schools for six or eight months.—7%e Kev. L. (.
Anderson, Tyendinaga.

«The scarcity of school teazchers is very much felt in this
Township, and renders our excellent school system less produc-
tive of good than it otherwise would be. T readily admit that
our present school law is superior to zay other of which I have

not attending school, J am inclined to believe it is yet defec-
tive.'—Jokn R. Clark, Esq., Haldimand.

i and energy of the trustees.

tions in Scarboro’, of whom 8'Z, or between G and 67 per

“ With respect to the township of Essa, I am sorry to report
that very little progress has been made in the efficiencey of the
schools during the past year ; this has been owing to the difli-
culty of procuring teachers, und to the dispusition cvine d by
trustees of changing their teachers, and of teachers to try svme
new scene of action. From these eauses some of the schools
have been closed for several months, «:hough the trustees
have used every excertion in their power to procure suitable
teachers, to whom they were willing to pay a liberal stipend.”
—Thomas Drury, Fsq., Fssa, §e.

<] have obtained very little information from the reports of

to work. The causes that have appeared most prevalent to
myself, are a positive indifference to, or a very inadequate ap-
prehension of, the blessings of cducation; the high price of
laber, and the consequent temptaiion to employ the young at a
very early age in agricultural and other labors.  Much, also,
depends upon the efiiciency of the teacher and {he charncter
The evil might, to some extent, be
remedied by the formation of evening schools, and the estab-
lishment of evening lectures on scientific and other interesting

" subjects.”—The Rev. John Gray, Ondla, §e.
any knowledge; but from the large number of children reported |

i the rising youth of Upper Canada.

« The present school law seems, as a whole, to work very -

well, and to offer every facility for the establishment of good

schools in cach and every section, would the community but ' $C C .
" The Rev. Jokn Armour, Lsquesing.

properly appreciate its spirit, and endeavour to carry out to the
letter the provisions of the Act. This, however, is a desidera-
tum as yet far from being realized, and as far from being ac-
complished. But understand me not to say that this is the

*“The present school law, and schou! system, are doing great
things, inimproving the intellects, and [ trust also the hearts of’
1t is, however, to bedeeply
regretted that all the children of school age are not scholars.
The report shows that ~omewhat more than one-fourth of the
school population has attended no scliool during the year.”—

«1If, from the number of children of school age in this town-
shiy. (which, exclusive of these in part sections, is 15Y0), we
ake the whole number on registers, 1183, we find 412, or more
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than one-fourth, have not found their way to any g¢hool during
the year. Again, if from the number on registers we take the
mean average of attendance, 612, we find a deficiency in atten-
dance of 562. In other words, that those who have been at school
have attended only a little more than half time. All of which
show that but a fraction more than'one-third of the children of
school age have been in actual attendance at school at any one
time during the year—certainly a state of things far from being
desirable.”—The Rev. James Nisbet, Trafalgar.

¢ The schools in this township are very backward; but as
some of them are adopting the free school system in part this
year, we may hope to find some entirely free next year; and
thus find a prospect of their redemption.,”—Andrew Wilson,
Esq., Caistor.

¢ The condition of the schools generally in this township, I
am sorry to say, is not a very prosperous one ; though in some
cases matters go on very well. In some sections the slowness
of progress is in & great measure owing to the mismanagement
of trustees, and a consequent carelessness on the part of parents
and guardians of children whether the schools be kept open or
not. Many of the schools, however, were taught by eflicient
teachers last year, with very favorable results. At present the
prospect is gloomy, four schools now lying idle for want of
teachers.”— William Hurswell, Esq., Seneca.

““The free schools have declined in this township ; the mixed
system of capitation tax on scholars and rate upon property is
general, and likely to be universal.”—James Covernton, Esq.,
Charlotteville.

““One of the most serious difficulties which the cause of edu-
cation has to contend with in this township, is the great scarcity
of well qualified and thorough teachers. To obtain first-class
teachers has been almost out of the question; and I deeply
regret that my report shows so many third-class.”—J. A. Back-
house, Esq., Walshingham.

< Two circumstances are operating unfavorably for the inte-
rests of education at present, in these townships. The first is
a deficiency in the supply of good teachers. Several schools
have continued vacant for a considerable time during the past
year, from this cause, the trustees being most anxious to pro-
cure good teachers; and in several instances willing to increase
their usual allowance to procure them. Another thing that
operates materially against the interests of education in these
townships is the injudicious arrangement of the school sections.”
~—Robert Brydon, Esq., Dumfries North, &c.

¢ The schools in the township of Wilmot are not in such a
satisfactory state, as from the flourishing state of the country
in general mightbe expected. Good teachers are scarce, and will
continue to be so, until the salaries are brought up to a higher
. figure. Only six schools out of 22 were kept open the whole
year; six from seven to nine montks, and ten for only six
months. The highest salary paid is $25 per month, and this is
only in two instances. It is my humble opinion the schools in
this township will always remain in & sickly condition, so long
ag it is optional with the inhabitants to raise the teachers’ sala-
ries by tax or rate bill.”—JMartin Rudolph, Esq., Wilmot.

¢ A very great scarcity of teachers is felt in my district, and
several schools are now vacant.”—Jokn Cadenhead, Esq.,North
Riding, Wellington County.

« In reference to the schools under my superintendency dur-
ing the last year, I have to say there are many drawbacks to
their efficiency. First, the frequency with which teachers are
changed in almost every school section. Secondly, the irregu-
larity of attendance, which can be seen where the disproportion
between the sverage attendance and the number of names on
the school register is taken into consideration.—Archibald Cur-
rie, Hsq., Mosa, §c., Middlesex County.

“In regard to the general welfare of the schools, I would
remark, that the power given to the township’ councils to alter
the boundaries of sections without the consent of a majority of
the inhabitants, has a very injurious effect. I have pleasure in
reporting an increase in teachers’s salaries; yet teachers are
scarce even at the present high rate of remuneration. Several
schools in Malahide, for this reason, have been vacant some
time.”—T%he Rev. Edmund Sheppard, Dorchester South, §ec.,
Middlesex County.

‘ Iam sorry to state that there were only six of the thirteen
sections into which this township is divided, with schools in
operation during the past year, and most of these only part of
the time. This was partly owing to the impossibility of pro-

curing competent teachers, although the trustees were in most
cases willing to give a higher salary than was formerly offered
in this part of the country.”— William Paterson, Esq., Sombra,
County of Lambion.

1 am sorry to state that the affairs of the schools were found
at the commencement of this year in a very unsatisfactory
state—the board as yet not being aware of the whole amount of
liabilities remaining unsettled ; and inrespect to the management
last year, the results by no means correspond with the amount
of money expended.”—James Anderson, Esq., Port Hope.

¢ We regret to return you so great a number who attend no
school; and it is difficult to see how to remedy the evil, unless
a room be opened and appropriated to this class alone; but this
plan (although it has been talked of,) would be attended with
some difficulty, which the trustees are not at present prepared
to meet.”—7'%e Rev. James Cooper, Woodstock.

¢ In forwarding the annual report, I regret exceedingly that
I cannot, unless at the expense of truth, give a more flattering

‘account of the state of education in this locality.”—John Stew-

art, Esq., Stratford.

I must say, in behalf of this village, as accounting for the
unsatisfactory condition it appears to be in, as regards educa-
tional advancement, that it was last year only that it underwent
incorporation from a portion of Sandwich into a village.”—S.
S. Macdonell, Esq., M.A., Windsor.

“I regret much having to remark of the populous township
of Charlottenburg, that within a fraction of the one-half of the
whole number of children, from the ages of five and sixteen,
never go to school at all.”—Z ke Rev. John McLaren, Charlot-
tenburgh.

¢ The schools generally, in this township, are in a backward
state, owing to the inferior teachers employed.”—T'he Rev.
Jokn R. Meade, Lochiel.

I cannot refrain from remarking, that, although my expe-
rience is very limited, the greatest injury which the cause of
education has to sustain, is owing to the inefficiency as well as
the unsettled character of the teacher. These evils are, I con-
ceive, the result of the miserable remuneration they receive for
their services, the want of houses attached to the respective
schools to lodge them in, and, above all, the insecurity of their
situation. Their liability to be removed every year renders
them careless and indifferent; and the emolument which they
derive from their professional laboursis not sufficient to stimu-
late them to extend the sphere of their knowledge. This town-
ship is at present suffering severely from the consequence of
this state of disorganisation. The teacherisnot respected; for
in many cases he does not deserve respect. He is in his own
turn discontented; no progress is made; and the school is
closed, only to be opened again with hesitation and fear, suc-
ceeded by despair. DPupils and parents are dissatisfied ; and
the object, of the school act is in a great measure nullified.”—
The Rev."J. A. Morris, Fitzroy.

The importance of these extracts, as official evidences
of the deplorable condition of the schools, occasioned by
the bad quality of the teachers, will account for our ad-
mitting them so extensively in our pages. The proofs
are abundant, that the teachers, who follow the profes-
sion, are those holding third-class certificates; and that
such as have attained the second or first class, on leaving
the Normal School, generally betake themselves to other
means of getting a livelihood, after having been, in great
part, educated and boarded at the public expense. One
prominent fact is noticeable throughout all the corres-
pondence of the local superintendents, al;d to this we
are desirous to draw attention, more particularly ag it
supplies a criterion by which to determine the first and
most important condition, to which we are to look for
the formation of a good school. The local reports agree
in this particular fact, that wherever there is a bad
school, it is uniformly found that the teacher is bad ;
and, on the other hand, that wherever the teacher is
competent, the school is always prosperous and well filled.
If the Annual Report is of less value than it might have
been, had it contained the gross expenditure of the
common schools, it is still valuable on account of the
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opportunity which it affords, of ascertaining a general
fact from a multiplicity of practical and reliable wit-
nesses, who all express one sentiment, the result of their
personal experience. What, however, is remarkable, is
the circumstance that, while they show bad schools to be
a consequence of bad teachers, they fail to indicate the
proper remedy, and to point to the Normal School as the re-
sponsible department. In placeof this,—in place of making
the Normal School responsible, many of the local super-
intendents recommend penal enactments, such as would
make attendance and all other business of the schools
compulsory. They recommend that the municipal system
of sclf-government, which is now partially applicable in
the management of the schools, in so far, at least, as the
municipalitics have a choice of means by which to raise
funds, should be superseded by a central governing
power; and thus, in a free country, to add another link
to the despotism of the present school law, against which
more than one-half the population of Canada has been
protesting.  As this is a point of material eonsequence,
indicating the extreme lengths and absurdities to which
a secession from right prineiples is always sure to lead,
and will have to be referred to frequently in our future
discussions on the anomaly of attempting to graft one of
the worst features of despotism on municipal self-govern-
ment, we extract here a few examples of the recommen-
dations of the local superintendents :—

¢Isay then, let a tax be levied by our Legislature upon the
entire property of the country for the education of its youth,
and thus put an end to the constant jarring, bickering, and ill-
feeling in school sections on the subject of ‘free schools.’
% % % % Alaw should also be enacted rendering itimper-
ative upon parents or guardians to gsend the youth, under their
charge, to schoo! for some certain and reasonable period.”—
Edward F. Wecks, Lsq., Elmsley, South, County of Leeds.

<1 know, that as a practical man, you have to deal with
things as they are, and not as we think they should be, or as
we should wish them to be; but I perceive you design using
your influence (as, I may say, I think justly) to procure a
Legislative enactment to make education in some degree com-
pulsory.”—The Rev. John Bell Worrell, Elmsley, North, County
of Lanark. .

¢ Much as we have to admire in the present school law,—and
indeed so far asIam competent to decide, it is far more per-
fect than human institutions generally are,—yct something more
is required to make education not of a secondary, but of para-
mount importance. And the more I ponder the progress of
education in this part of the country the more I am convinced
that a more stringent law is required to force an ample provi-
sion for its support and advancement, and render imperative
the maintainance of a system that must assuredly be beneficial
to every free country.” —Jokn J. Waison, Esq., Adolphustown,
County of Lennoz,

<1 rejoice to hear that measures are about to be adopted to
require, a8 far as possible, parents and guardians to send their
children to school.”—71"he Rev, John A. Mulock, Fredericksburgh,
County of Lennoz.

¢ Qur common school system will not have assumed perfec-
tion until the property tax be the only mode of sustaining its
operations, and coercive measures be adopted to secure universal
attendance: these provisions, with competent teachers, cannot
fail in giving character to our educational efforts, which other-
wise can scarcely be attained.”—2Z. 4. Dunham, Esq., Richmond,
County of Lennoz. .

““ Doubtless, if parents can be got to attend, school lectures
will contribute in time to remove this absurd idea; but some
law which would compel parents to send, or pay for their
children whether or not, would no doubt work efficiently.”—
flzle /Rev. J. Qilbert Armstrong, B.A., Etobicoke, §c., County of

ork.

¢TIt certainly would not be amiss to adopt stringent measures
to compel those who are positively careless to send their
children a part of the year.”’—The Rev. Aaron Slaght, Jun.,
Townsentj{, County of Norfolk.

«“Tam 3f opinion, if the state makes the property of all
liable to be taxed for the support of free schools, that where
such exist, it should be made imperative to participate in their
advantages.”’—drchibald Campbell, Esq, Caradoc; County of
Middlesex.

“T have no doubt thaf a measure compelling parents and
guardians to send the children under their charge regularly to
school is the only remedy for an evil which is so general; and
would prove of incalculable benefit to the rising generation.”—
Archibald Currie, Esq., Mosa, &c., County of Middlesex.

Now before commenting on the purport of these
extracts, let us not forget that we are Protestants and in
the enjoyment of municipal freedom ; that we profess to
hold on by the doctrine of liberty of conscience which
wags the principle of the Protestant Reformation, and by
Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights which condfitute
the basis of British liberty ; that while we are opposed,
on the one hand, to the Papal doctrine of uniformity of
belief and practice, we avow the same measure of hosti-
lity, on the other, against all unwarantable interference,
with our corporate liberties, whether that interference
come from the selfwill of the monarch or the licentious-
ness of the democracy. Mr. Campbell says, with a
semblance of truth which is deceptive, in one of the
above extracts, that where free schools are made compul-
sory, theattendance should also be made compulsory. But
he does not stand alone in the adoption of this method of
reasoning; forwe find the advocates of free #ehools advanc-
ing generally the same argument. Erroneous premises
here asin other cases, lead to erroneous conclusions. Of
course, if the legislature can be got to violate the spirit
of constitutional liberty so far as to place a tyrannical act
on the statute book, it will have to follow up that one
act with others of a similar, tyrannical character, before
that the first can be made to take effect. This is a
necessary consequence of legislative attempts to combine
the genius of institutions which are in their natures
essentially antagonistic. By the same process of reason-
ing, those who advocate compulsory attendance as a
counterpart to compulsory  free schools,” would justify
the law of lngland, in olden times, by which every one
within the realm was compelled to attend the Govern-
ment Church on Sunday ; because every one was equally
taxed for the maintainance of said Church. This law,
though obsolete, in practice has never been repealed.
It is still on the statute book. But we do not find, at the
present day, the Government compelling attendance on
the services of the Government Church in England or
Ireland ; because the principle of a Government Church
has got into disrepute, and the connection between
Church and State is therefore in process of dissolution.
There was a time, however, when every one in England
was taxed for the Church, in like manner as, in Canada,
it is now sought to tax every one alike for the whole main-
tainance of the schools. If it was wrong, in the one
case, wherein is it right in the other? They are parallel
cases ; and consistency requires that, in sustaining one,
the other must be sustained, or both must fall to the
ground. The fault is in the premises. As in the case
of the Church, so in that of the school, the error is in
the assumed justification of the right to impose taxes for
their support. Carry the parallelism farther, and we
find the same motives adduced to justify the right of
imposition. The object of the Church was the preser-
vation of the religious morals of the nation. The object
of the School is the promotion of the secular morals of
the people. Now it cannot be maintained that the
secular morals should come more intimately under the
fostering care and protection of the State than the reli-
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gious. On the contrary, religion, as the basis of all
morality, strips secularism of its pretensions, when
brought into comparison, as is here manifest. So that
if there should be a preference, if the State can be
assumed to be justified in taking upon itself the duty of
guarding and advancing public morality by educational
means, then are the Churches the proper means to be
employed, as there can be no public morals which do not
spring from a religious sentiment. Pushing the argu-
ment of the free school advocates to its extreme length,
this is the issue at which we arrive. For ourselves we
are opposed to the State taking upon itself the manage-
ment of either churches or schools, because we helieve,
and are able to assign reasons for our belief, that religi-
ous.and secular education are more prosperous when left
to the voluntary efforts of those who choose to engage in
the work. Special or annual grants, when distributed,
without partiality, among the different school organisa-
tions of a people, and without reference to sectarian or
non-sectanan differences of system, cannot fail to havea
good effect. It is not to any assistance, great or small,
from the public revenue, for educational purpoges, that
we would object ; but to the State taking the manage-
ment into its own hands; and controlling the details,
even to the very routine of the school room.

There is another ground, however, on which the advo-
cates of compulsion assume the right of the State to the
exclusive management of the schools; namely, the pre-
vention of vice. It is said that secular education
prevents crime. That a knowledge of writing, arithmetic,
and accounts, because they qualify for the business of
commereial life, enable the individual to procure a liveli-
hood, and thereby are a means to restrain from the com-
mission of immoral acts. This is a very popular doctrine
in Massachusetts, and also in Canada. If there is one
lesson in the catechism of school quackery more current
than another, it is this. For illustrative proof of its
truth we are told to look to the police reports and to the
jailrecords. No doubt these documents furnish evidence
of a painful nature, as to the extent to which depravity
in the lower ranks of life is a component part of the
social system. But are we to look no farther? Is the
first act of petty theft, by an unbefriended orphan boy,
who has been cast early to seck his bread in the alleys
and back lanes of a city,—the more heinousoffence of the
youth who has become hardened by eriminal associations,
—and the depravity of the parent whom dissipation and
its accompanying vices may have made the constant
inmate of a prison, to be held up, to our notice, as com-
prising the whole sphere of immorality and crime? This
is rather a narrow view of the evils which have been
connected with the educational question. For it touches
only to the criminality of that part of the population
which has not had the benefit of secular teaching. It
has never occurred to the advocates of compulsion in
school matters, it would seem, to enquire if the amount
of vice and crime, on the part of the secularly educated
classes, is, or is not, greater than is shown, by the police
and jail returns, to existin thelower ranks of life. Yet
there is no truth more completely established, by those
whose avocations make them cognisant of the circum-
stances on Which it is founded, than that the proper
theatres for the exhibition of crime, and vice, and demo-
ralisation, on a large scale, are, what arc called, the civil
courts. The greatest villanies, and the aggregate of
cases, reported in the daily newspapers, arc of a com-
mercial character, wherein the acquisitions of secular
education play a conspicuous part, and shine outin bold

relief. It is not our intention to go into this part of the
subject, at this time. We merely refer to it here be-
cause it has some connection with the previous question
which we have been discussing. It is evident, however,
that if the perjury and fraud of the civil courts be
estimated at their true value, they will far outweigh any
thing which can be produced from police and jail
returns.

How much more reasonable it would have been, on
the part of the local superintendents, had they prescribed
a remedy more in accordance with the facts which they
have elicited, than have travelled out of their way to
make suggestions, which are only a sequence to a previ-
ous erroneous assumption. They complain of the
scarcity of good teachers, and the overabundance of bad
ones, with third class certificates; and to these evils they
impute the bad condition of the schools. 'Why not,
then, in accordance with these positive facts, fix the
responsibility on the Normal School? They have not, it
is true, done so ; but the omission, in no way, exonerates
it from impeachment. The facts stated, in the local
reports, are before the public. They are all of one
tenor. There is no difference of opinion respecting the
bad state of the schools. They all trace the evil to the
same cause,—the badness of the teachers.

In reply to the charge against the religious basis of
the Canadian school system, that it was imported from
Massachusetts, Dr. Ryerson says :—¢ It has also been
objected, that our school system has been adopted from
that established in the State of Massachusetts, the
tendency of which is alleged by the objectors to be irre.
ligious. I reply that the religious features of our school
system have been derived from the Irish National School
system.” Now this statement is true ; orit is not true. A
great deal depends on the decision of this point. It is, in
short, the pivoton which the whole question of secular,
opposed to combined secular and religious education,
turns. A mass of official evidence has been produced
to prove that the religious basis of the Canadian schoolact
isthat of Massachusetts. Thatevidencehas notbeen taken
up and disposed of piece-meal, nor has it been replied
to in any shape. Yet Dr. Ryerson presumes that a
simple negative put forth in the Annual Report, to be
circulated afterwards in the Journal of Education, and
to appear in all correspondence issuing from the Educa-
tion Office, will, in the eyes of his readers, meet that
evidence. This ealculation has been based, evidently,
on the power of a Government Engine, supplied with
unlimited means, to curb the public press; and the irre.
sponsibility of the Office of Chief Superintendent. There
is too much intelligence, however, abroad for this game
to be played off any longer; and with the evidence
before wus, supplied by the local superintendents, it is
time that the Education Office should be brought to
account for its sins of omission as well as of commission ;
and that the Chief Superintendent be made responsible
to public opinion. It may not be generally known that
this officer is not responsible to the people’s representa-
tives ;—that he is beyond their control. The question
may not have occurred to those whq approve of the prin-
ciples of representation and responsible government, why
every department and every public officer should be
responsible to parliament, except the Educational Depart-
ment and the Chief Superintendent, who are not. ~ We
boast of municipal government, and yet, unconsciously,
tolerate a huge tyranny and one of the worst features of
despotism in our midst; for what 18 more powerful, for
evil as well as good, and less capable of being resisted,



than a gigantic and irresponsible Govermment Press.
The common school act makes the Chief Superintendent
responsible to the Govenor General only.  Thisis notin
unison with the principic ol vur government. It is an
exception to, and a violation of the hard carned system
of responsible governmment which we now cajoy.  One
of its tendencies may be seen in the use which Lord
Elgin made of the Edueational department to maintain
his popularity, aud trumpet his e broad 5 while the
Chiel’ Superintendent, in return for this SOTViCe, Wits
seeured in the unmolested enjorment of” the most abso-
late diseretionary power over the consciences and liberties
of all chusses, without distinetion, in the Provinee. We
do not tind fault with the havinony which subsisted
between the hate Governor General and the Chief Super-
intendent, farther thu the school interests suffered from
the compact between them, and the accommaodating e
of ¢ serateh my back and Ul seraeh yours,” which was
carried ou to serve the personal interests and views of
each.  But it may not be uninstructive to caleulute the
results which might spring from such a compact, under
different circumstances. wherein stronger political motives
might be brought into play.  With all these considera-
tions pressinig on our notice, aud the precise, compre-
hensive and conclusive evidenee, respeeting the state of
cdueation, supplied by the local superintendents, itis but
reazonable that the Edueation Olice should be bronglie
to account ; and the Chief Superintendent should he
called on cither to explain the eauses or admit the faets
of the diserepancies beiween the theary of universal
cducation ward the zetual condition of the schools,

A reply that the cldigions foaturcs of ong s ool
systea fotve feesn do cived from thie drish Nationad Neloed
system,” s mat asufieient reply to the testimony which
has been produced to prove the contrary. This s not a
question where facts afe bevond reach, and the dictum of’
ane party of another is to pass for trath. The docu-
ments are in our possession, which show and demon-
strate, without any qualification or exeeption whatever,
that the Irish National svstem has, for its religions basis,
the seetartan basis of the Burapean sestem of education s
and on the other hand, that the Canadian Government
systemt has for its religion ¥ <35, the unsectarian basis of
the schoal system of Ane a. For decumentary evi-
dence of the sectacion priveiple of Furopean schouls.
and of the wasectarien principle of the schools of
Ameriea, as well as to elacidate the completeness of the
jine of demzreation between the religious basis of the
schoal svstems of the two cantinents, we refer our
readers to My, Dallas” panphlet on - the Commen Schoul
Svstem. s Principle, Operation and Resuli=” The
pravision in the fourteenth section of our common school
Aety that w0 pupils shali be required te read of receive
religious lessons, to which the parents are opposed,
buat within this hmiiation they shall be allowed to
reecive such under certain conditions, are the featares
which Dr. Rversan says are derived from the Insh
National svstem. But this provision came into the Insh
svstein from the Prussian. It is a part of the Prussian
schoud law: from which the Inish Commissionens bop-
rawed. not only this, but also theother religious features
of the Insh sehoals. not cwbmesd in the Canadian
svstem. The Prussian and Inshand European common
schoal svstem. contemplates and provides for the teach-
inx of eatechisins and ereeds. Henee a nemtive provi.
sion. such as is here antieed, was indispensable o proteet
the relidons semuples of parents  In borrawing this
negative feature of a positive svstem swe have only gat its
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proseriptive part ; for though the Canadian Rehool Aet
~ays, ¢ within this lmitation pupil shall be allowed to
receive suel relivivns instruction as thedr parems and
wuardians shall desire,” vet the Journal of Edueation
and the Annual Kepuorts and every other influence has
been so industiiously exereized to check relizious instrue-
tion, that we know not of o single conmon schoul, in
Camdn: West, where a catechism or particudar profes-
sion of faith s inendeated, uindess i< a0 sehonl which is
exclusively denominationad. The Irish Commissionersdo
not wive out that their school sastem is exclsivedy
seenlar. They do not hoist a0 Chiistian flag. and then
prosetibe Christian doctrinal teaching from the schools
assiFning 1t as 1= done inCada, to the pavents and e
churches: on the contrary, the Commissioners, tn the
first place invite the elerey wnd Inity of all denominations
to assist them. They neat ondain that the ehilibren in
all the schools shall have opportenities of geeciving
refigious instruction. Then the rules are preseribed for
the methad in which doctrinal teaching is 1o e earried
ooy the Closgy datie Ncfooad oo And from beginning
to end. the comnection, between the elergy and the schudls,
is made a point of permaount importance. They are not
as with us, stmpdv visitorss They enter the schouls to
teach their peenliar ereelzs a0 Prussia thiz ix done
chietly by the schoslimastaes 3 and the reason why the
regubar stafl of teachers in the sl schools dees not per-
form the same duaty is beemse of its incompeteney.

But whet may suit the objedts of the Irish National
Bourd might not he snited to onr dircumstances; and this
will zppenr more foreibly when we wention that the
Trish Nationad schouis were net instituted for the educs-
tion of the youth of Tredund, bat of the inmates of
workhouses and jails, and the pocr who ave not the
means of paying for their eduention. Ax in Prassia, so
the school ormmisation of the Iri-h svstem Is under o
paternad form of wovernment, which is arhitrrey aud
dictatorial. 1t is adinimbly fitted, we think, for the jur-
pose which i1 is intended to serve, in Ircland 5 and the
Prussian system is equally <o for the circumstances of
Germany. and ferall sovernments of w paternal chameter.
But ncither woubl be applicable to the genius of Britivh
Constitutionzal hiberty.  We, therefore, want neither the
Irish nor the Prussian system, nor any features of cither.
And o borrow trom one ot otherof them is about as hid
as borrowing from Massachu ettsc Canadinn society zud
ciremmstanees vary widely “con the society and cireum-
stances of the eriminals and panpersof Ircland, fram the
society and  dreumstances of Prussia, and  fram the
saciety and cirenmsianees of Massachusettsc. We donat
live under o paternal governinent. Neither do we live
under a republic. Our circunstanees are, therefore, as
micit opposed to cenmtmiiation and arbitrary principles,
an the ane hiand, a5 they are to the levelling doctrines of
commuzism, on the other.

Our Canadian school autherities appear not to have
discerned the relation which sulsists between principles
of government and states of society, or they would nat
have produced such a patchwork s our Common Schaol
Aet. This picee of eclecticism, we are told. has een
made up by barrewing, fram the State of New York,
from Massichusetts, fram Ircdand, and from Genmany.
We are not avare that in England anyibing, in“schoul
watters, has heen brought or :l(]u!lh“] from cither of these
soureex. Nehool authonties there, notwithstanding the
obntacles they have to contend with, veeasioned by the
pretensions and paower of a doeminant Church, do net
think that anvibing from New York, Massackusetts, Tre-
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land, or Germany, would be suitable for an English
schoul- rmml. They prefer to wait and to construet,
slowly but surely, from the elements and resources
within the realm, some plan that will be in harmony
with the prineiples of the government and the institutious
of the country, and which will, therefore, be in its cha-
racter cm-uu.xll\ British. 1t is to be regretted that the
Hon. 8. B. Harrison was not allowed time to mature the
syatemt introduced by him in i18410 That system was
British and Canadian in it clharacter. Tt was practical,
liheral, and free from undue Govermuent influence. To
something of the zame kind we shall vet have to return,
Before leaving the subject of the Aunual Report, it
may not be out of pl.xu. to sav thit our eriticisi of its
contents has been dictated by the presumption that, like
other public documents, it is amenable to public vpivion ;
and that, differing, as we do. in tots, on the theories
which itis made the medium of cireulatine, we have exer-
cired the privilese which belongs cqually to every one,
1\pn~cd to their intluence, of swatine war u.l)l,(huu's
We would have been more pleased, it it hiad been pussible
1o write in terms of commendation.  But failing this, a

candid exposition of the peinis of difference has heen
"t acceomplish that which had baitled and defied the utmost

councited, by means of which, as weil as of what has
been advanceed on the opposite side. thuse whe indine
to cauvass tie merits of the argument Srthor, ey be
able to do =o with greater faciliy.

- —ete

Lord E«'-la.u‘. .\'/;- oot Gaes gl the -
btuu/ /luumu[ with the "u-«‘"fm hl e £ d:/.

adons 00 Jeis

After a safficiendy matured experience of colonial
wovernment, under some of 115 most dissgrecable aspeets,
ford Elgin now appears as a2 competitor for one ot the
higrher offices, which are attainable by persous of” mnk
and merit ouly, in the publie service. The speech at
Glasgow can be viewed, in no other ieht, than a bid fur
pnpnhr favor, and a setting forth of individual capacity
and chims, that, it may ]w presumed, entitle their pos-
SesSor toa pl we in which hie ean have an opportunity of
mining an honomble distinetion. Sa far Lord Elgin'’s
aspimtions are commendable; no less on account of his
prwlu"\] talents and past v\pvnuwv than of the advan-
tazes to be expected from their future useful cmplovinent.
Being engrossed almost exclusively with the affains of
Canada, the speech ix likely to exeite more interest here
than in any other part of British North Ameriea, or in
any other portion of her Majesty’s dominions.  With that
happy address for which Iord Elgin is distinguished, we
find him. in his opening remarks, and in the conduct and
management of his discourse, grouping all the little inci-
dents which could captivate most successfully the amar
proprium of Lis andiecuce, in a manner ovual to that of
the best speciniens of Greek and Roman eloquence. This
is Lond Elgin's forte. He s, in every sense of the word,
a prctical statesman.  He knows the sort of materials
with which he has to deal ; and he ealeulates heforchand
the proper means to be used—therr adaptation, their
competency, aud the extent to which they are to be cm-
ploved in orderto ensure the conditions of suceess. That
he has succeeded in his administration of the govermnents
of Jamawn and Canada, under peculiar circumstances,
and a1t times when wreat chianges and innovations had
disormmized the ondinary relations of Colonial society.
and 1o 1 considerable extent had suspended the functions
of lesilation, is the best proot that he is no ondinary
person, and that, hawever envy of jealsusy way seek to
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dcpl‘ul.utc attainments th.xt hu\u bume fruits an d carry
their uwn external evidences, he is yet destined to take a
prowinent and couspicuous part in ruling the destinies of
the British empire.

But, in coneuding this much to the merits of our late
Governor-General, it would be unfair to do so at the ex-
pense of the reputations of Lis predecessors.  There isno
positive statement, it is true, in Lord BElgin’s speech at
Glasgow, to imply that his allusion to the successive

"deaths of four Governors-General, previous to his assump-

tion of the covernment of Canada, was intended, in any
way, for the purpose of disparagement; and had the
Qpecdl stood by itself, unconnected with the collateral
remarks of other speakers, it might have borne this cou-
struction.  But the Lord Provost, who opened the pro-
ceedings of the meeting with a long address, cumpliment-
ary to Lord Elgin’s successful carcer as a Colonial Go-

_vernor, took oceasion to make a comparison, which, though

erateful o the feclings and temper of « popular ass sembly,
under the pecaliar circumstances, had a tendeney to con-
vey the impression, withont taking into account the
different stages of the colonizl changes which had been
woing on, that Lord Elgin’s native talents enabled him

>]\il] of hi_s l)rudccc>.\,gbrh. _l‘h.h. Lwas t.!l(, ]Ml't Uf Lord
iSlein to set the Lord Provest right, and to do justice to

“the memories of Lord Durham, Lord Sydenham, Sir

Charles Bagot, and Lord Metealf, we think few will dis-
pute, who are eapable of appreciating the different
vl wses of difficulties which existed in Canada, hetween
the visit of Lord Durham and the arrival of Lord Elgu.
The negleet to do this produced, consequently, un im-
pression en the meeting, and that impression has gone
abroad, to the cffeet, that the predecessors of Lord Elgin
were comparatively deficient of that quick pereeption of
Canadian institutions and society, which would have
cnabled them to control the dithieulties with which they
had successively to contend.

The advantage possessed by Lord Elgin, and which
no previvas Governor ever enjoyed, was the substance of
his iustructions received from Earl Grey previous to his
departure for this country.  These instructions were
erunciated here on his arrival, and gave universal satis-
faction to that portion of the peuple who had declared
irrceoncilable hoetility against the exclusive principle on
which the government had been previously carried on.
The new mode of woverning by wajorities. and making
the Cabinet responsible to the Iouse of Assembly, had
been long contended for, both in Upper and Lower Ca-
nada, before fisadoption in 1847, The idea of a respon-
sible government, acquired from the practice of the Brit-
1h Constitution, had, therefore, been fully understood
here by all clusses of the community, at the time of its
adoption. 1t was not an cxperiment, about the failure
or suceess of which there equld be any speculation.  On
the contmary, there was a confidence with respect to its
results, that cipowered its advoentes to deal with it in a
mauner at once familiar and practical.  The comparative
advantage which Lord Elgin enjoved was the neutmlity,
in 2 manner, of the functions of the Viceroy, on all ques-
tions that dividad the people in vidlent factions. The
Governor aequired, in faet. 2 position of irresponsibility
with regard to internal icgishtion.  He was no longer
bound to consult the interest of the dominant anstocmtic
class, and to sabwit to be led by it; nor did it become
neeessan that he shorld punsue an opposite extreme, and
pander o the licentiousness of the demoemey.  Respon-
sible government. under Earl Grey's instructions, placed
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him in « situation whereby he was independent of both. ! tical, and newspaper correspondents who have treated of the
And this position of neutmlity and indepcndcllec, after nfiairs qf_x\ortlx Amcvgu_‘n, it would be impussible to find one
the asperities anu ..isagreements, consequent on an impor- | “"l";‘i Thees l’“{"m 1800, does not aver thut the contrast pre-
tant social change, had passed away, left Lord Elgin, at’ Stier. i most unfasoum side, und the United States on tho
ant s ge,y * way, Hulgin, other, is most unfavourable to the former, most discouraging 1o
full liberty to consider the financial measures which were | these who prefer monarchical torepublican institutions,  Well,
required e mise the eredit of the Provinee.  Compare ! since 1550, there is an unanimity almost as remarkable—and
this with the pusition of Lord Metealf. Fven so ‘ the Lord Trovost has adverted to thut—the other way. It

J
4 . . .
late as 1846, there were no instruetions, from the Colo- | Yould b¢ impossible to find one, I think, who docs not admit
ial Office 2 to anv mrecise - .]’. 3 14 have | that since that period the progress of Canada has been in all
nia ice, us to any precise course which would have *yecpects moat satisfactory, equalling, if not surpassing, themost

protected the Governor from the obloquy of one or other | favured parts of the Union.  No people line been more frank
of the factions with which he was surrounded.  The only | in declaration to this fact than our neighbors of the United
instruetions were those of a general nature, which em- .\.lt:\lcs. 1l :\?ed not say to you that there is no ohject upon whigh
powered all former Governors toact altogether on their :,:&}ﬁ?ﬂ:f;:l ttll:;]"\':‘:::lmsi’;‘f“ ave more proud than they are in

- . . . h . i H |y mtional education, and they cer-
own dxscrchon, assisted, from time to time, by t_h? ¢oN-_ tainly havo very good reason to be so; because while we are in
flicting advice of the Colonial Seerctary.  On arriving in | this country proclaiming vociferously our zeal for pupular
the Provinee, he found a wealthy, iute]lig_;cut party in , education, and proving our sincerity by uniting to overwhelm
possession of all the avenues leading to preferment, and [ ¢Very specific plan that is produced, there is actually in that
of all the offices which were c:lp:lb]e of bciug used as a d colony In operation « system that is clevating the tntellectual

g . h - stundurd of that peaple to an clevation never bifore attained by any
means to control the general administration.  Insueh 2 community.  At'the meeting of the Education Board in New

state of things there was no choice bctween‘ submitting, . York, a paper was read, representing the system of cducation
on the one h:md, to a puwer greater than hnnsclf, aud, in (.:madx} as equal to that in Massachusetts or New York, and
on the other, countenarcing an opposition that had . I‘!“‘ S“'i‘"\‘,‘l“"‘ recommended the system adopted at Toronto,

s R N anads rut. 21 sirable th 3 T
neither character nor organisation. That Lord Met. ' | duda West. 1 do not think it undesirable that the population

banbedi il o A , of Scotland should know that there is a country not two week’s
C““.: like his prcdfzccssor.\., thercfore, ﬁ“kd‘to‘ d({ ﬂmt;s:niling from (lasguw, possessing a fertile soil and a genial
which was accomplished .:lft(:l‘\\':n'ds by Lord Elgin, 15 not | climate—possessing 2 population very like whatyou find inany
te be wondered at; nor is lie dcscr\‘wg less of credit for, S.coltxsh countynslmnn.g.our views and sentiments on all ques-
having performed so little.  In the same circumstances, 1:"":2?; "(";"_]‘:' ﬁ:’?’";‘lr l‘;’}‘“;‘_" , ’;}“’ “1;0“0 ;‘“: ;‘dlgwu-“l-_ with ;1"3
ST ) 1. S . e 3 o CANs Ls anung cdueation, free of cost. and on conditians that
Lord Elgin would himself have been sacrificed to the un j can do violence to no principle, on conditions attainuble by every
deﬁ“cfl and arbitrary p‘)hc}: which h“d‘ been fcllowe}l 5 child in the community, and where every child of talent and
and might have returned to England destitute of Canadian , industry may go to the highest school, where & superior edu-
laurels, i¢ not have been mumbered as the fifth Governor- | cation is given (m"the same terms, and from the superier school
General on whom the grave had already closed. to the University.

Another pari of Lord Elgin’s speech is, we think, P e people of England, who have thus been told that
cqually exceptiomble; nmwely, that in which he muarks . we have a system of education that is lccating onr inted-
1850 as the year of a crisis, when Canada, previously : lectual stundurd to an cdecation never be fore attained Ly
without developed wealth, character, education, or enter-  any conmunity, must imagine, certainly, that we are in-
prise, at one bound reached a preéminence so exalted as . tellectual prodigies.  Yet, we question mucly, if greater
to eclipse, and, comparatively, throw into the shade the | Gothamitesare to be found, in any part of the world, than
boasted ‘pretensions jof jthe United States. This is!what are turned out of our Normal School. We only
what connoisseurs in gymnastics would call “drawing a invite our readers to read the correspondence of the loeal
Jong bow.”  But kuowing, as we do, Lord Flgin’s cclec-  superintendents contained in the last Annual Report. to
tical methed of preparing specches to suit the tastes of’ satisfy themselves that Lord Elgin’s linguage is inflated
the greatest number, at the same time, to present only  bombast, without one particle of truth.  The school act
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that side of a subject which serves best the euds sought
to be attained by popular appeals,—we are not surprised '
at the bold statement he ventured to set forth on this
head.  The reason, however, for selecting 1830 as the
date of the regeneration of the Canadian rce, has a
meaning which many may not, at first sight, apprehend. |
That wus the year when the Common School Act was,
passed and came in foree, and when Lord Elgin appears
to have first perceived the use which could be made of
the school machinery to serve apolitical purpose.  1f we
couple this discovery, and the use he made of i, with
This unmitigated praise of the common school system, and
in return, the unmitigated praise bestowed on him by the
chief conductor of that system,—the reason for selecting
the year 1830 will admit of an casy solution.  \ccord-
ingly, we find, by the speech, that the contrast with the
Tnited States in favor of Canada, from that date, is made
introductory to the remarks which immediately follow in
praise of the school system.  This connection is so studied
in the speech, yet w reality so false ; and the language
of fulsome adulation is so contrary to the facts, that we
cannet help citing the following, as a specimen of what
Yord Elgin had repeated a thousand times before:—

T do not wish to cncumber you with 3 mass of statistical
details, but among writers of all descriptions, political, statis-

of 1550, which constituted a Chief Superintendent with
unlimited diseretionary and arbitrary powers, and respon-
sible only to Lord Elgin himself; which established 2
huge printing machinery o over-rule public opinion 5 aud
supplied means from the revenue of the Provinee on the
most extravagaat seale, to force on the people a repub-
lican system that was repulsive to their British feclings
and to British usage: however it may have been made
subservient to Lord Elgin's political ends, will yet remain
a standing monument of the folly and the mischief of
permitting private interests and personal motives to super-
sede the public good and the general claims of the com-
munity.

The allusion, in the above extract, to the estimate
formed of our schoul system, by the New York Eduea-
tinmal Board, 1s intended as corrohorative of the tenor of
the remarks which precede.  The New York Board,
however, formed its opinion fram the perusal of a paper
which had been concocted in the Education Office here,
expressly for the accasion.  That paper may have been
prepared in the same way that Lord Eigin pro pares his
speeckes. The New York Board had no opportunity of
knowing whethier it was soor nat. It may have con-
tained only part of the truth, and that part way have been
so varnished as to have imposed on the Board, which was
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alled on to express an opinion respecting it.  But we
have been so much accustomed, besides, to reciprocal
compliments between the parent school system in the
States and its offspring in Canada, that we regard this

incident in something the same light that we do the:

little episode of the Ilon. Abbot Luwrence's son and the
son of the door-keeper sitting on the same school form—
which was got up, no doubt, for Canadian effect, as it
forms a standing toust nmong our common school autho-
rities.

Lord Elgin farther says, concerning this boasted
system, that it is established “on conditions that can do
violence to no principle.””  ITmmediately preceding, the

Lord Provost made some remarks of a stmilar nature, as .

follows: ¢ Canada likewise owes to his administration a
boon we have not suceceded in gaining for eurselves,
viz., a system of public education that in no wise inter-
meddles with the rights of conscience.”  Now, no one
knew better than the late Governor-General the principle
involved in the contest for separate schools.  That con-

test centinued inereasing during his whole administra- .

tion ; and to such a height has it now arrived, that during
the Parliamentary session of last year, the House of
Assembly was so nearly divided on aseparate school bill,
that the greatest apprehensions were at the time enter-
tained fur the safety of the common scheolsystem.  Lord
Elzin could not have been ignorant of this fact, when he
made the sbove statement; nor is he ignorant of' the
previous fact, that the objections made by the Church of
Rome and the Church ot England to the school system,
are made on the ground of conscience.  No longer ago
than November last, the Committee of the Parochial
Branch of the Church Society in Toronto, presented an
address, from which we extract the following, to show
the sentiment by which the members of the Anglican
Chureh in Canada have always been actaated, and the
eround of conscience on which, cxclusively, they rest
their objection =—

«The Committee of the Parochial Dranch of the Church '

Saciety have, since their appointment, anxiously directed their
attention to maturing a plan to provide a Scriptural Education
for the younger members of the congregation uader the super-

vision of the Clergy, convinced that the Chureh’s mission can .

never be fulfilled withont daily religious instruction forming an
important clement in her teaching.

The privilege bestowed upon the Church is to watch over her
members during every period of their lives, receiving them into
her fold at Baptism, awd, after carefully instructing them in
the divine truths contained in Holy Seripture, calling upon
them 1o assume that responsibility which their God-parents
undertook for them in infancy. and thus enabling them fully to
cnjoy the blessings of the Gospel covenunt.

To he able to secure this object, efficient Parochial Day and
Sunday Schools ace necessary @ for, in order to form the char-
acter of youth upen a Religions basis, it is essential that con-
stant intercourse ~hould be maintained between them and their
clergy. which, under the present public school system, is not
attmnable, A

The Committee fee. strongly, that the cducation in force in
the Commeon Schools in Western Canada, is deficient in those
essential poants without which education is valueless: for,
while it tends to sharpen the intellect. and enable the rising
generation to advance their worldly interests, it neglectsto in-
culeate religious knowledge, which alone can make them swise
unte salvation.

The Church labours under great disadvantages under the
vresent law, —for. while their Roman Catholic  fellow-subjects
are allowed to have Separate Schools for their youth, and are
free trom taxation to support others than their own, in any
pace where they may consider it desizable to establish them,
the United Church of England and Treland, while equally pro-
testing against the lax system, is denied the same privilege.

tut while sulfering from this injustice, the Committee cannot
wilew themselves to remain passive underit, and they are saiis-
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" fied that the surest way to obtain an alteration of the lnw, is to
" establish cflicient schools in which the younger members of our
" communion may be taught their duty to God, and learn to love
their Mother Church, bringing their influence to bear upon
! publi¢ opinion in after life.

¢ Surely thisis suflicient to prove the estimate, in which

the School system is held, by at least one respectable

and influential section of the community ; and, alo, to

fulsify such statements as thuse made at the Glasgow
,meeting.  We may add that, on the principle of con-
science, the opponents of the Government system are
every day acquiring fresh strength and increasing in
numbers ; and that while, on the one side, this state of
progress is taking plaee, so, on the other, the backward
condition of the schools, the numerous complaints on
this account, and the destitution of competent teachers
and superabundance of bad ones, are causes operating
eradually and effectually to bring about a natural disso-
lution of that system respecting which Lord Elgin has
< taken particular pains to circulate the grossest misrepre-
. sentations.

We turn now to that part of the speech which touches
on the war.  Here the indieations are sufliciently plain
that no sympathy exists for any participation in the
government of the couutry, while Lord Palmerston, or,
at least, the present war policy, is allowed to rule in the
cabinet. Lord Elrin is avowedly a peace man. He said
just cunough about the sword and the scabbard to put
himself in good keeping with an aundience composed, in
part, of numbers who are in favour of prosecuting the
war; but at the sume time, the whole purpert of his
remarks is cither in condemnation or ridicule of its
management, and of the chamcter of British diplomacy
in connection therewith.  Morcover, we are told, that
the war parly is in a minority ; which may be a suffici-
ent reason for such 2 far-seeing statesman as Lord Elgin,
choosing the stronger side, and associating himself with
the friends of peace.

The reference to the Vienna Note is made in a spirit
of the bitterest sareasm. Some strong motive must have
influenced Lord Elgin to rake up, from the national
sepulehre, this shroud of diplomatic ignorance and folly,
which British statesmen had  considered, was consigned
to everlusting concealment.  The following remarks are
evidently aimed at Lord Pulmerston :—

<1 have no hesitation in sayving, because I have seen state-
ments made respecting my opinions on the subject—I have no
hesitation In saying that, in my opinion Lord Ialerston and
the Govermuent, for some time past, have been carrying on this
"war in amanner which entitles them to the confidence and sup-
port both of these who considered the war 2 nccessity from the
commencement, and of those others, & minority certainly in
the country, but still a minority cembracing many respectable
individuals, who wish for its vigorous prosccution now that we
are entered upon it.  There hasbeen much said of late of nego-
“ ciations, and 1 carnestly hope that these negociations may turn
out of some use, but I contess I mn not sanguine of them. 1
think mysell—though 1 should be sorry to say anything that
would giveé offence to persons in antharity, for whom 1 have the
highest respect—that since this business began, next to the
success of our arms, which we have had much reason to be
thankful for, has been the failure of our diplomacy. What
, would now have been our position if we had suceceded in in-
ducing Turkey 10 aceept the proposition we made to her, con-
tained in the famous Vieana Note, and if, after it was too late
to mend the matter. we had found that we had by it secured to
Russia cvery single thing which Prince Menschikoff originally
demanded—if, in fact, the eagle of France, and the lion of
Great Rritain, and the wild beasts of the other countries—had
heen made to fence the treaty of Kamardji?  And what wounld
have been our position if afterwards we had succeeded in in-
. ducing Russia to accept the propositions she refused, and thus



left her the prestige and credit of & successful defenco of Scbas-
topol 2

Lord Aberdeen, it is true, was premier at the time the
Vienna Note was negociated, but the office of ome!
Secretary was filled by Lord Palmergton, and as a mem-
ber of the Cabinet, he is of course held, by Lord Klgin,
justly responsible for not having bhad suflicient discern-
ment, however little his ecolleagnes might have had, to
sec and point out the fatal blunder which was embodied
in that oflicial decument.

1t is not easy to fathom Lord Llgin’s exact position,
with respect cither to the Government, or to the war.
Whether he clings to the peace party, because that
party is strongest and the most likely to prevail ; or he
foresces the probability that the present Premier will be |
displaced, and is lending a hand to bring about an event |
that would open a door for his own promotion to office,
are questions that eannot be determined very nicely by
the proceedings of the meeting at Glasgow. The pro-
bability, however, is, that he is influenced Dby both,
motives combined, and that he is steering 2 course
through the rocksand quick-sunds of party politics, with
a view of working himself, by dint of political dexterity,
into an office of emolument and to an honourable dis-
tinetion. No man is better able to do this than our
late Governor-General.  If a good address, an earnest- |
ness of manuer, a command of appropriate language, a
happy method of selecting ancedotes, and, above all, a
facility of adapting himself to circumstanees and making
the best possible use of the materials within his reach,
are recommendations for the duties of statesmanship, Lord
Elgin certainly possesses them all in an exalted degree.
Ifcunderstands well the composition of human society, that
it is made up partly of honest men, but chiefly of ibols‘
and knaves.  That parties and seets ars so many make- !
weights, that can be used suceessfully to pull the wires
of government, by any one versed in the art; and that
success is less dependent on an open straight-forward |
course, dictated by a dogged honesty of purpose, than on
occult combinations without regard to their abstract
merits, so long as they can be made instrumental to the
promotion of contemplated results.

We cannot close our notiee of Lord Elgin's speech,
without giving place to sume pertinent remarks from the
London Zemes, on that portivn which refers to the sub-
jeet of colonizl representation in the Jwperial Parlin-
ment :— :

il

««The question of colonial representation in the Dritish Par-
liament is one which has occupicil seme attention in North
Amcrica, and been advocated in some of the most extraordinary !
specimens of Transatiantic cloquence that it has yet been our !
lot to sce.  The oratorsgenerally place themselves on animagi- |
nary pivot, turn their cyes north, south, cast, and west, and |
contemplating the broad lakes and deep rivers of the new con- |
tinent, draw comparisons extramely unfavourable to the geo-
graphical physiognomy of the oll.  Then they give us imports
and exports, population as it is now, as it was 20 years ago, as ;
it will be 20, 50, 100, years hence.  They cnlargeon the beanty .
of their women, the sturdy health of their children, the fertility
of their soil, and the bracing severity of their climate, and then
they triumphantly ask ¢ Is this a country to be denied the
rights of citizenship *—is this a people to be treated as an in-
ferior race, and held in vassalage and subjectien?” Our an-
swer is short, and we beg for it the attention of Lord Figin and
of any one clsewhere may be disposed to take the claptrap view
©f the question. We admit the equality of our colonists. but |

.
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us with obligations which we ave to discharge. Al this must

of course, be mutual. If they tax uswe must tax them. li‘
they borrow money on the security of our Ways and Means,
\\:c.muat.xxlgo have a right to pledge theire. I they go to pite-
ticipate in imperial powers they must also purticipate in im-
perial burdens, The English empire may be locked at in two
points of view—either as a Sovercign Sate swrounded by a
number of dependencies, or as a vast confederacy of equal States,
each having a voice according to its populations, its wealth, o
its territory. In the first case the dependencies may reasonnbly
expect the Sovercign State to bear exclusively the burdens ot
the government which she retains in her own hands.  In the
second case it seems just that cach coufederate should contri-
bute according to his ubility, not only to the expense of the
Imperinl Government, but to the intevest of the debt insured
for its defence aud consolidution.  If the colonies are willing to
be represented in the Imperial Parlinment on these terms, we,
on our part, s¢e no objection; but they must look the question
fairly in the face, and make up their minds whether the honour
they seek be worth the price they will assuredly have to pay
for it.”

This is a good set-off to the crude and nonsensical
ideas that have been induleed, during the last few years,
by several of the pigmy sages of British North Ameviea,
on a most important colonial subject. (‘olonizl represen-
tation, however, bears on the very face of it, abjectious,
which might occur to the most superficial observer,
independent of the dificulties eoumerated by the Zimes.
‘The extent of the British Colouinl possessions, the dis-
tances at which they are placed, and the dissimilarity
and extent of their respective claims compared with
these of the mother country, bave always seemed to
us insuperable impediments of themselves.  So long s
we give a preference to monarchieal institutions, our
interests will continue identified with those of Great
Britain, and we will seck to perpeinate these ferms of
connection, which will be found mutually heneficial to
the circumstances of both countries. But we think that,
on a careful examination, it will appear, that those who
have advocated the doctrine of colonial represeniation in
the Tmperial Parliament, have been few ; and that fow
composed of aspiring half-fledged statesmen, posscssed
of more presumption thanintelligence.  Of course we do
not mean to put Lord Flgin in this eategory 5 though he

: has given vent to a notion purely provincial or culonial,
“and thereby has made himself the representative, pre-

sum- ‘ively, of anidea which the intelligence and better
sense of the people of Canada would indignantly reject.
In this respect, then, the mention of the subject of
colonial representation, by Lord Elgin, rather redound:
to our discredit. We have, it appears, to suffer pati-
ently under the infliction plied to us by the 7imes,
in consequence of our late Governor's transgression at
Glasgow.

twsar’s Commentaries on the Gallic and Cicdl Wars :
with the Supplementary Books attriliated 1o Hivtius ;
mcluding the Merandrian, African, and Spanish
Wars.  Literally teauslateed aritl Notes. By W. .\
JMeDevitte, B\, of Trinity College, Dublin, in con-
Junction with W. & Bohn.

A litera] translation is that in which the letters of
one language are changed to these of anather, withaut
altering their powers.  This could not have heen what
the translators of Cavsar's Commentarics intended. Their

we can admit nowmore.  let them, by all means, enter our. ghicer, evidently, was to change every Latin word to

Parliament, an-d let it be on terms of perfect cquality.  They !
claiin the right to legislate for us, and, if so, we must also have
the Tight to legislate for them.,  They claim 2 voice in taxing |

us, in contractine leans witich we are to pay, and in saddiing

its corresponding Eaglish word.  That is, word for
word. The beok should, therefore, have been desiznated
o v rbal translation.  That such an evror as this should
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appear in the title-page, is ominous of what may be :writings of the old Tatin masters? What value ean be
expected in the body of the work; wmore particularly . placed on the Xnglish rendering of disputed points of
when it is ~onsidered that the art of translating, ver- | doctrinal theology, of history, and of law? The same
bally, is quite new and little understood.  Mr. Bolhn ' remarks apply to other languages; for the fault is not
says, in his preface :— Although Cwsar cannot be of a special nature, -peculiar to local or isvlated causes.
rezarded as a difficult author, the publisher has had no 1t issystematie. 1t iscommwon to the treatment of foreign
little trouble in procuring a trawslation to his mind, in "languages in general, both ancient and woderm. So
consequence of which censiderable delay has arisen.”” much is this the case, that we think it is scarcely pos-
This is a candid acknowledgment, but, certainly, little . sible to find a complete perivd, of any translated wyrk,
creditable to the Latinity of the present day. .\mong | that hears the exact signification of the original.
8o many hoasted Latin scholars, it turns out that not ont | That words have definite and fised meanings can only
can be wot who is competent {o make a correct verbal | be demonstrated by derivations of their primary roots.
translation of the easiest book in the Latin language. | A comparison of the cognate words of several languages,
Mr. Bohu ix, evidently, not satisfied with this production . in couneetion with their routs, is the only process by
of his own and Mr MecDevitte's joint labour; but he | which to determine the general significations ; and this
conld not do better, and wisely avows that such is the, once ascertained, the particular applications will cease to
case. | appear contradictory. Hoogeveen composed his ¢ Doc-
The whale difficulty of studying Latin, or any other trina Particularum Linguie Greecee,” to fix the signifi-
language, consists in not adopting the common-sense, cations of what are ealled Greek particles; and to refute
method which we apply in every other department of . the prevailing opinion entertained by many eminent
learning, and cven in the most familiar avocations of  writers, that these particles are words without meaning.
everyday life. In anatomy the component parts and | Though he failed in solving the problem of the fixedness
members of the body are examined separately. The of signification, still his original conception is the true
arteries are distinguiched as one part, the veins as one. Bishop Butler has been more suceessful with the
another, of the sanguiferous system. Nao one mistakes ' Latin prepositions.  Still there is a want of apprehension
these for the heartor the lungs—other parts of the same of the general roots, and a good deal that is arbitrary in
sy<tem.  Least of all would a leg aud an arm be taken, | his “ Praxis,”” by no means compatible with the idea of
conjointly, to corstitute one member of the body. Even . definiteness of meaning. The analysis of langunage
in the simple matter of houschold bread, we fulluw the has received more attention in Germany than elsewhere,
process of analysis.  Bread, we say, is a compound of and, during the last forty years, great progress has sig-
flour, water, and yeast, haked by means of heat.  We, nalized the labors of a nunerous class of German linguists ;
do not give the name bread to flour alone, nor to the yet verbatimi translations, se far as we have had oppor-
water and yeast without the flour.  Why then should tunities of knowing, have not yet been essayed by them.
we deviate <o far, in the interpretation of words, as to If the Hamiltonian system of teaching is excepted, Mr.
vielate an observance which, in all other rescarches may ; Bohn appears to have the credit of being he first in
almest be said to be instinetive.  Tor example, the Xngland who has endeavored to produce a complete work
Latin ¥, being the fifth word at the beginning of the of this nature, notwithstanding that he has experienced
Commentaries, is translated  Znfo, that is making a a want of suceess.
simple ward equivalent to a compound.  futo, besides, is
only applicable where there is transition. It is correct
to say, Jarnt dnto he lufusr:, I fell tato the pond, bec:m.je THE GREEK ALPIIABRET.
the prodicative conjunctions went and e denote transi- |
tion, and therefore admit of the word of dircction t,
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which points 10 the object howse or prads But the (:;:p::gk l“;::lﬁ Nanes. i:;:'ir:%lii::}:ts.

cxpression—divide a thing Guio thre:e parts, however A @ “dica a

common it may be, is incorreet. Not only i« the English g6 Biza b

trnslation, {nfo, therefore, not a verbatim translation of I ¥ Pedripan o (hard)

the Latin, but it is also a transgression of a rule for the | J 0 Jditza d

structure of English itsclf. SN CE (ekoy ¢ (short)
Again, 1NcoruNT is represeated in English by inlia- Z z Ziza %

Lit; INSTITUTIS by customs ; MUMANITATE by refine.| 1 5 “Hza e (long)

men?; GERUNT by wage ; OBTINERE hy ecenpy ; cox-! 2] 9, 0 Giza th

TINENTUR by hounded ; FINIBUS by ferritories 3 ATTIN- ! : Haza i

1T by borders; VERGIT by stretches. These oceur, | K b Kizza k

all, in the first paragraph ; along with numerons errors, A ] Adp6oa I

in remrd to the structure of the prodieative conjunction; ¥ :1 kIO m

suchas are called, for APPELLANTUR ; whick 1t hes beep | N v NS n

said that the Gauls eecupy, for QUAM G ALLOS OBTINERE : = 5 S X

PICTUM EST. : 0 o ™0 pexpiy o (shart)
A verhatim tmnslation would be desirable for two! 1] = i P

reasons. I7i st to convey the exact expression which ro P v

Caosar intended 1 and second, to furnish a convenient ) 6 3 Sipoa S

key to the Latin reader.  Neither of these objeets is, T < T t -

however, served by Mr. Bobn's publieation.  Now, if’ r v Y1 iy u ’

an easy ook, such as the Commentaries, eaunot he made @ ¢ o h

to assume a right English garb, and so many errors are X oy RH ch (hard)

committed in the attewpt, what must be the nature of U & 4 s

the English treatment of the didactic 2nd speealative Q2 o 2 nipa o (long)



