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Tne Catholic.

Quod scmper; quod ubiqae; quod ab omnibus.

VOL. L
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SELECTED.
AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Continued.
LETTER V.

ON THE DOCTRINE TAUGHT BY THHE CHURCH.

Ox reading the proceeding chapter, I anticipate
there may probably have arisen a dfficulty in your
mip® Howcanwe be certain, will you have
saii, that-such or such a doctrineis truly of apos-
tolic tradition, that such an article, sufficient traces

KINGSTON, FRIDAY, JULY 15, 1831.

may cnablo us altogether with cerfainty toarriveat
the apostolic and divine tradition, The question
is, what is tbis means?

Call to mind, Sir, what we have said upon the
holy scripture: we bave clearly discovered that,
seeing the ignoraneo and incapacity of some, and
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wills, I say, that all heads should with equal hu-
mility and lowliness bow before bhis oracles.

Let itthenbe cstablished asa principle, that 1o
the bishops exclusively belongs the right of declu
ing what has or hasnot been tevealed, that is, whut
is conforraable or confrary to Scripiure and tra

the pride and infataution of otbers, the authority of
an interpreter, of an mifallible judge, was absolut-

dition, or simply (o one of the two, Thisis pre
cisely the extent of their autbority . nerver does 1

cf which I do not find in Scripture, bas been ac-

tually taught by the apostles and’ faithfully trans- i
jJudge, this interpreter, I musttell yon here agam,y

mitted from them to us? This point, I flatter my-

ely necessary to make known and cause to bo um- )80 farther. Thcy.ca_n add 'hv\hing to r.e\e\'%hm.

fom;ly adopled bz dogmas contained i scripture. they can take noting from it. they are its inter
LY d . .

We must say as much, and with still beuter ng[,t,"?relcrs and judges, but not its masters. In teach

for die tradition. ‘The same judge, the same inter-y "8 US what we have to belicve, they point gut to us

preter that unfolds to us the sense of the divine) “Vhat bas alwvays beenbelieved: they merely ren-

: . cowt hic et the belief more explicit 20d clear, there, where
bocks,manifests o usalsoof that traditian. .\omms“before it was more vague and .in(ﬁs’linct. ’ It o

self, shall -o0n be cleared up for you, if you wiil[;is the teaching body of the Chusch, the.bishops un-":ﬁe:ifo:fx ;l’::‘ ?ci t::cnlcl:‘c;:;th ﬁ;;,?t llt;;uet mi{,(l::&ﬂzf(
have patience to examine what I have to lay before | ited in the same opinion, at least in a great najor-) for revelation is not 2 now faith whic i‘: . i e
you, and if I succeed in exproising to you withjjily. itisto them that, in f"‘c personof the ap o M mitted to revise and refract. it came forlh.in. l;'ull
perspicuity those ideas which Ishall now attempt to tles, were made the magnificent pronuses: *:Go ' cA ! ,

~" develope.

If each of us were obliged to distinguish, amongjime, ‘The Spiritof truihshall teach yeu all yuth, 1
many articles, those which come from tradition & || &c.'? They alone then base the pglxt to teach|
those which do not, we should find ourselves, in a}jwhat is revenled, to declare whatis in tho wnitten i

genera) way, condemned to a Jabour above our
steength.  In fact, that part af the preaching of the
aposties which they did not commmit to writing,
was at first confided solely to the memory of the
faithfu), fixed in particular Churches by the oral
nd successsive instructions ofthe first bishops and
1flerivards collected parstially and as occasion fell
aul, in the writings of the fathers,"and in the acts
of the synods and councils. 3Whence it follows,
that to prose that such an articleis truly of apos-
L tolic tradition, we mustconsulf the belicf of the

pasticular Churches, examine carefully the acts of jlofthe izpogﬁgs, and with itrcceived the promuses,

the councils and the, voluminous syrjtings of the
futhers ofthe Greekand Latin Churches.  'Who

does not sce. that this labourvequires a space of f[cision, and when once it is passed, {o submit to it.

timeand exteot:of crudition, thatrender itin gen-
cralimpracticable? There are, indced, 10 pe
found men of an extraordinary capacity and appli-
cation, whuso.taste and inclinationlead 1hem to this
kind ofresearch: with the aid of “tho rtules: of
crificism, all founded upon good senge, they bal
anceand weigh authorities, they: dibtingurch be-
tryeenwhat the fathers taught; as individeal teach-
ers, andwhat they depase-as, testifiers--fothe be-
Tief anil practice of ther time, and fhey attach with
discrimination the-different-degrocs of~credibility
that-are die, whetherto their-doctrine or their -de-
position. Thowold is'well aware that suckia Ja-
boar s caleylated but fora small number: and a-
gain; after al), how successful sosver itmay be,it
scarcély-everteads; to dncontestible conclusions:
We therefore are in want o some other meazs that

or unwiitten word. they alone. also have always
been in possession of the excrciscofit. No other
ecclesiastics have cver protended to _it, whateyer

have been their rank, their dignity, and Jearning, |

They may be consulted and beard; it is even prop-
er this should be done; and it always has been done,
for they form the council of the bishops, aud their
erudition acquired by leng study throws light up-
on the discussigns.  But as they have ot the plgp-
titude of the priesthoud, they arc not members of]
the eminent body that has succecded to ths college

They are lhen yithout power and aythority.1o pro-
nounce: their duty is respectfully toawait the de-

Before the decision, they were at liberty and peg-
mitted to discuss the question on the opposite. sidz,
to suppurt their opinion with the weight of their
erudition, the strength and warmth of thejr cfo

quence: after superiors have pronounced, all dis-
putationsare forbidden, discussion isclosed: mix-;
¢d up fromhenceforth with the simple and little
oncs, the most learned doctors Iny down their pri-,1
vale opinions, humbly confess that they wese iner-
ror, and reccivathe decision of the bishops as
decrecs emanating from heaven. Such is the re-
gulation of Jesus-Christ, who Juffers not in his
Church either pride, or bloated conceit, or obstin-
acy, whéther ip the rich, the great, of the learned
ones of thevorld. Immediately he has spoken by
his ministers; he; -wills that all heads, those even

| tcacb,lamw'iﬁxyou;bc that heareth you heareth petfoction from Jesus Cliist; and his disciples,

inspired by him, have Rithfully transmitted u
whethet by word of mouth or by writting, to thes:
successors, enjoined them at the same time o
transhiit it with the same fidelity to those who shout
succeed them,

‘Thus the bishops, on succeeding the apostolic
ministry, find themselvea specially commissionen
to guard tke Scriptures and tradition, They had
alveady spent their clerical years and those of then
pricsthood in becoming acquamnted with them,
studying them and meditating upon them, Be
,ing by their episcopacy, become the guardians anit
\interpreters of this double deposit of revelation,
they have it more assiduously in thesr hands and
under theireyes. Docsany rew doctring ans.
that muystsoon require on their parta dogmaticat
decision, they prepare themselves for it by redoub-
ling their application, by consulng cach deposit
jaliernately, by comparing them together, by mak-
ing deeper researches into them with all the care
which humanly speaking they are capalle o
land, assuredly, when they shall come to the decis-
fon, He, who s always with them, and who is
instruct them all truth, will never permit them al:
toagree in giving an errancous Sense to the written
word, or the word that is not Witten. Their com-
mon decision will necessatily and uniformiy be con-
lormed to them, whether they infer it from bofl; !
once, oronly from oncof thent.  You and I might
not have perceived it in cither one or the other of
these sources, but eyes Tnteriomdy enlightened Ty
by a celestial ray discover with certainty ,{hat
which.cscapes & merely kuman penctmtion. Ve
car therefore no longer admic n doubt respectide,

by means of which ke has made himself heard; he

Y.
B

-

ary dogina, that the teaching bady of theCliurch has
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Jronounce to have baen revealed by Tessus Christ, !
that is, te be contained in S:ripture, or in tradition,
or in bath at the same time, Learned and ignorant,
the decision is for alk: not that it is forlidden to'
*hose who feel so disposed, to seck for the truth of
Yie doama, vithe in seriptureor in the monuwment,
of tradition: far from that, thisstudy would merit .
wraise and commendation: being previously dircct—i
1 and putin the way by the judgment of the
Chureh, they will more casily trace in it her  doc-
rrinese But nothing obliges usin general to under-
ke thiz {aborious and fitizuing examination;’
otr masters, our tathers in faith have done it for
They have afterwards decided that such a|
Agrma isfin scripture,that such anather comes fram
at apostalic tradition: they are of one accord in!
fraching it: we know i, it isa fact, it isknown by |
‘e most simple: this is sufficient firall. All are
. pially bound toreceive with the most  unshaken

AN

thatis, by the gencral consent, or the acceptationt

of the episcopal body united to its head. I will
explain myself on the two parts of this proposi-
tion.

The bislieps, the successors of the apostles, like
them the guacdians of the faith, by the ngh  dig-
nity with which they are mvested in the  Church,
possess cxclusively the rizht ofinterpreting scrip-
ture and tradiuon, aud of pronvuncing after the
one or the other upon points of fauh. * A pernici-
ous doctrine threatens 10 trouble ar infect a dio-
cese; the bishup has the power aud the right "o
assemble his clergy, and, after lL.ving maturely
deliberated with it, to pronounce a doctrinal sen-
tence, when hebecomes ofopinion  that this isa
suitable and efficient means of stifling the crror in
its infancy.  Arius began to spread the venom of|
kis Jdoctrine in Alexandria, and had already gained
partisans by the subtilty of his reasoning. The

+ onfidenee a decision which in itself is the most
. . . f
senartial and the most imposing that can be found

+nmearth, and which, moreover, Licaven hus cn

. . R 1
raged to raise to infallibility.*

We learnalso from the history of the Church
that the ishops of a procince or an  empire, fre-
quently united together in private councils, and
that there, to ward off the blows aimed against
faith, they have proscribed erroncous opinmons, and
taught the true doctrine of revelatton in thew dog-
matical decrees,

Here then arc doctrinal w.erees given in three
different manaers, or coming trom three diflerent
tribunals, Each of these deciaon has an authority
j proper to itsell, and proportioned to the tribun:
from which it cmanates: yet none of them are de-
cisive, although they may become so Ly accep-
tation. Forif' the decree of a private council, or of
the sovereign pontiff; or even that of a private bis-
hop is found tobereceived and generallyjapproved
of by the bishops dispersed throughout cathalicity,
and by the pope atthe head of all, thev then be-
come the decrees of the universal Church; their be-

holy patriarch “wishing to reclsim him by sweet-
ness rather than compel him by authority, selected
some priests from the two partics, who defended
their arguments otf both sides in a regular disput-

- As this dactrine hias been hitherto quite a stran-,
<3 v yon, and as it properly coustitutes the dis-y
-activerharacteristic between the Cetholic cl.urch;
and all protestant societies, allow me to lay it open i!
fayon in a new light, iu order t> mahe you more
-~nsible ofit. Fu the fist place, always heep in)
.nind that, according to all vur proufs, the pronnse |
o, infallibility made in the apostles to their success-
« 15, does not regard any of these personally and
1 articular, because Jusus Clirst dugs not  vemain
or cvor With any one, noncufthem being immortal,
tat that it isaddressed to ai) their successors col-!
etively and in a budy.  Likewiseit fullows that. .
. separately and individually they are susccp:ub!c;
of error, they cannot, by virtue of the promise
e so, when united together; that whatever defer-
ence their personal opinions require from us, we
severtheless do nut owe the sacrifice of our opiion
or our interior submission except (o their unanim-
ous decision; that truth being always to be  found
“uthe general agreement, 1t is this agrecement twe
are bound to know and foiiow, since by following it
we cannot goastray. and by aot following it, on
thie contrary, we do goastray, for then wego out
of the way and the e that Jesus Chirist hasdrawn
for us, and we leave the guides whom he has ex-
yressly appointed to conduct us.  Let us therefore
Lie cautious how we ever close our cars to their
vaices, or ever depart from their uniform instrue-
uons. In whatever circumstances their consent is
o2nifested, swhen once it is known, when once it
becomes manifest to us, it 1s sufficient: our duty is
i0 submit, and our salvation toremain firmnly  at-
tached w it.

ation, while he, surrounded with the principal of
Ins clergy, presuled as yjudge 1 this conference, to
decide the diflerence by a solemn decision.—Ie
terminated thedispute by presvuncing sentence
in favour of those who had supported the divinity
and eternity of the Sun of God, and forbade Arnus
to teach or to hold an oprivion that  destroyed the
toundations of the Christian religion.”

With how much more reason does  this same
right pre-emunently belong to him, who presides
over the entire cpiscopacy, and whe, from the
centre of utty where he holds his sece, extends
his superintendance and jusisdiction over all the

ing generally received attachesto them the scal of
infallibility and ranks them thenceforward amosg

the articles of faath,
‘There occur, in fine, less frequentbut graver and

more solemn occasions, on which the €hurch ex-
plains und proclaims its doctrin. in the must splen-
did manner. For example, a pernicious doctrine,
after having infested the country where it sprung
up, reaches the neizhbouring nations, is propagat~
g through more distant countries, and threatens
to extend its ravages sulf Suyther: a geperal plague
requires a co-exfensive remedy: ffom all parts of
the world, at the request or with the consent of the
sovereigns, the bishops are convoked by the head
of the church: they anathematize the innovators
and their opinions, both to fix in theaith thoese who
have hitherto professcd it, and to bring back those

churches of the worls: Accordingly we find, even||Whohave strayed Irom it they proghim to the

from this principal sce, from whichbeams the ray
of government, according to an expression as cor-
rectas it is bnilant. If youconsider on the one
hand the ever active vigilance cxercised by the
vicur of Jesus Christ over all the Churches; on the
other, these intimations which, in great causes,
everybishop thinks himself bound to Jorward to
him; vou will easily conceive that nothing essential
in religion could escape his knowledge, nothing  of
impostance occurs at the most distant extremities,
without heisg immediately echoed to the centre,
and then, without giving time to the error to in-
lcrease, without waiting for the bishops o assemble
in council, the chiet pastor goes before the evil,
drags to light the rising heresy, solemnly condemns
it, and against it, producesto the eyes of the world
the ever pure and indefectible tradition af the
holy see.

And here Tbeg you toobserve that a dogmatical
decision may be given in many ways, but that it
only be¢omes decisive and peremptory in one way,

*«Nothing should be more venerable upon earth
1hat the decision of 2 truly cecumenical council.”

*«Episcopum opartet judicare, interpretari, con-
secrarc.”  Pontif Roman fol. p. 50.—The bishop

isthe only ordinary and naturarjudge of whatever
regards religion, and it is for him to  decide upon
questions of faithand morality, byl interpreting the
sacred seripture and by faithfully relatitig the tra-
ditions of the fathers. # Henry, Institut, au droil

‘~Leibnitz, lettct to the Dutchess_of Brunswich.
July 24, 1694. --

eccl t. L ch. XIIL <
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from the most remote periods, that the greater|{Worldwhat Jesus Christ has resealed. Ido not
part of the dogmatical decisions have originated [jenter with youinto the questions that arc discussed

among divines, on the couditions requiste 1o con-
stitute these councils, cailed generalin spite of the
weak minority of the bishops who composs them
compared with those who do not assist at them.
What isincontestable and acknowledged is, that
the acceptation of the published deciges gives to
thesc councils the splendid proof of their being
acumenical, and thus puts out of doubtand in full
evidence the infallibility of their doctrine.

1 could justify the principles ¥ have just laid
down, by the testimony. of a multitude of writers ;
of these ¥ shall cite but one, who was the light of
his own age, and will be the light of ages to come.
¢ The last mark we can have that a couacil or as-
sembly truly represents the Caibolic eburch, is
when the whole body of the episcopacy, and the
whole society that makes profession of receiving
insteuction from it, approves and receivesit: this
is the last scal to the authotity of this council, and
of the infallibility of its decrees.”” ¢ Fhe council
of Orange, of which meation ismade in the Reply,
was nothing Jess thangeneral. Itcontained chap-
tcrs whom the popehad sent.  There hardly were
twelve orthirteen bishops in thia council. Butbe-
cause it was received without opposition, its deci-
sions aze no more rejected than those of the coun-
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il of Nice; because every thing depends upon the
consent, or general agreement of the dispersed
Church. Even the author of the Roply (Leibnitz
cr Molanus) admits this truth, that every thing de
pends on the certainty of the consent. The oum-
beris nothing, says he, when the agreement is no-

torious, There were but few bishops of the west
in the council of Nice; nonein that of Constauti-
nople; in those of Ephesusand Chalcedon, only the
pope’s legates; and so of others. But because all
the world agreed, or huve since agreed, lucir de-
crees are the decrees of the world. If we choose
to go still higher, Paul of Samosata wasonly con-
demued by a private council, held at Antioch; but
hecause its decree was addressed to all the bishiops
of the world, and was received by them (for itis
in this thatall its virtue consists and without this the
address would avail nothing,) tins decrec is un-
changeable,”’
I thoroughly understand your theory, you re-
ply, and perhaps it would be more easy for you to
persuade me of it, than to get it adopted by a great
number of your cathohics. IFormerly I travelled in
italy. I questioned some doctors of that country,
and heard them reason quite otherwise upon this
point. ‘They mainteined that infaltibility, which
according to youbelongs to the episcopal body, was
the personal atiribute of the vicar of Jesus Christ;
and they were withio a trifle of treating as heresy
the contrary opinion of the Gallicans. Thus then
vou ave involved in an intestine war upon a most
unportant article.  For itis not enough for you to
trelicve that the Church has by your divine legisla-
tor been put in possession of so high a prerogative:
vou ought moreover to know in what part of the
Church tliis possession resides; if it were in the ge-
neral body of the bishops, as would result frora your
proofs, it is inconcaivable that this gencral body
dloes notknow that this prerogative belongs to them.
But you have yet tolearnin what part of the Church
to fix it, some placingitin the sovereign Pontiff,
others in the cecumenical council, by which the uni-
versal body of bishops is represented.  First agvee
together among yourselves, if you please, before
yuu require protestants to come into your opinion.”
1 am very well pleased, Sir, that you furnish me
an opportunity of replying to this difficuity: your
innisters hiave repeated itto us a hundred times: it
i~ plausible, Ydonotdeny ity 1will give you satis-
taction on this point, as briefly us possible. 1Ist.,
‘I'here is a point, which the catholics of all countries
fall in with and whichsuffices to produce an ac-
&nowledgment from all parties of the supreme and
wfallible authority. In fact, those who place itin
the chief bishop maintained also that it never can
happen that the greater number of bishops should
seperate from him. Therefore, where the majority
of the bishops visibly appears, there, according (o
both bartices, is infallibility te befound: according to
u3 who attributei; to this majority; and according to
them, who teach that the'pope can never be separate
from it in solemn decisions. On both sides therefore
it is graoted that mfallibilig;is inseparable from the
great sumber of pastors.  adly, Thereis another
principle on wbich we agree with the advocates of
papal infallibility. They have no difficulty in ac-
knowledging that the majurity of the bishaps is in-
fallible when united to d];e successor of 8t. Peter;
and wehave still less in acknowledging him infal-
lible when united to the majority of the bishops.
‘Fhus on both sides the strength consists in the union
of the head with the members: thus on both sides
there is always infallibility where the great number
-[the pasters is united to him wbo 1s at their head.
And 1n point of fact, they are cerfainly united
amocg themselves: in point of fact, they must ne-
cessarily be so, they must of necessity agree upon
wegame doctrine, otherwise they would cease to
regard themselves as forming one and the same
body, one and the same church, But if ever‘it

should happen, which God forbid, and  which we
Gallicans think impossible, if it ever should hap-
1en, that the great number should separate from the
wead, it would then be necessary that one of the
two parties should adopt the sentiments of the other
to preserve the Church from schism, the greatest of,
all evils.

8dly, When we examine more narrowly this dis-
pute, so muck agitated in the schuols, 1t uppears
that itshould be bhanished among sepeculative and
idle questions, and that inthe mamn both parties
meet in i same opinion. In faet, the warmest
and mostskilful defenders of the pontifiral prero-
walive teach that a sentence proceeding from tue
chair of Peter does not become a decree of fuith but
bythe acceptation «f the Church spread through
the world, They must thercfore argue Upen the
judgements passed exchathedra,as we all doupon the
Julgments passed by general councils, the infolli-
bility of whick is recognized by every catholic,
and ‘say witbus . [tis by the acceptation, thut we
arc convinced that a councillis really accumenical
and it is by acceptation equally that we know with
certainty that the
dre, Thuswe allagree in the ¢» ne{)
and both are ultimately found to attach the seal of
infallibility to the universal agreement of the

Church.
Ta be Continued.

To the Editor of the Catbolic.

Rev.Sir:

1 have copied the above from the first number
of your paper. Ihave selected the doctrine of
transubstantiation, because itlies at the very foun-
dation of our differences, and because correct noti-
ors of it are of great importance in prafice as in
theory- I conside. the above the best wrilten arli-
cle in your paper, on the momentous doctrine, both
asto matter and manner. Itis a doctrine in which
you and I, as well as cach ofour readers, havea
vast interest atstake. Thope we rasy olt examine
it witha candor and diligence commensurate to its
importance. ’

You adnit that Catholics worahip the consecra-
{ed elements, with the intention of warshipping the
true Giod ; and the fntention of the worshipper you
consider as sufficient, whether the clements are
transubstantiated or not. I answer—do not the
heathens sincerly believe theiridols are the sapreme
objects of adoraticn, and  possessed of Divine
attiibutes? But does their worshipping the crea-
fure, when they intend to worship the Creator, cxo-
nerate them from the sin and guilt of idolatry?
St. Paul verily thought it was God’s service to do
many things contrary to the name of Jesus(Acts
xxvi, 9,)but did his sincere intenticns transubstan-
tiate his cruel slaughter of the christians into God,s
service? N0 more can any one svorship corporeal
cloments, without being guilty of idolatry, unless
they are transubstantiated ; nor even then, for God
has said; thou shalt not worship nor bow down to
any thing in the likeness or appearance of what is
in heaven above or on the earth beneath, Ex. xx,
5. Havenot the elements(whether they be the
real body and blood of Christ or not)the likeness of]
bread and wine ! Arc not bread and twine some-
thing on the earth? You admitit, How then can
any onebow downto thesc clements, without vio-
fating a positive and unrcpealed command of {he
,Most High God 2

59
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You speak ofwhat God can do. Iadmit and
rejoice to believe that Godcan do any thing that
docs not imply a contradiction. “God cannot deny
Hincsel 2 Tim. ii. 13. But what God jcan do,
and wha, ho does, are (wo different things. It is
the latter about which we are concerned.

To exculpate this doctrine of your church from
the chorge of absurdity, ycu appeal to mystery, autt
particularly to that of the Trinity.

The Trinity ofthe Godhead is myslerious, he
cause it is above our reascn ; butis what we see,
smell, taste, and feel above our reason ?  Yet your
doctrine requires us to delieve that we sece, smeli,
taste, and fell the flesh and bood of Chist, while
your champion, Prince Gallitzin, says, *‘ I confess

ople has pronounced ex catlfe- |
rinciple , ;

that the senses of my body discover uothing in the
sacrament but bread and wine.”> See Catholic b.
229, col. 1. As a siucere Trinitarian, 1 belicve
there is a God, who has one Essence but neverthe -
less has three Persons.  Ifit were asserted that God
is three in the same sense that He is one, jt would
be a contradiction : fora proposition cannot be trua
innd folse at the same time, andin the same sense.
But this is not my thesis. 1 believe that God is onc ir.
,the gense to which we give the term, essence,when
applied to the Self Existent Being ; I believe thut
'he s three in the sense to which we give the name
ofpersons. But of the nnture of thisessence or pex
sonality, I professto bave nodistinctidea, ‘This 1s
above reason, butdves not coutradict it ; itis requi-
site to have a distinct idea of whatI call essence &
persons.  As human jntelligence, in man’s presen.
state of existence, isincapabie offorining any dis
‘tinct idea of cither the one or the other, itis im
possible that it should appear absurd ; for an absur-
dity is an evident opposition between two knowwn
ideas. For instance, I have anidea of bread and
of flesk. 1 see an essential difference between the
two consequently, there appearsan evident ab-
surdity in the proposition, that both are the same,
or that bread is flesh, or(what amounts to the same )
that bread becomes flesh, and yet retains the origi-
nal and specific propertics of bread. Let us apply
the above reasoning to the doctrine of transubstan-
tiation, as held by your Church.

In the third canon of the third session of Trent
it is said— *“If any one deny, thatin the vencrable
sacrament of the cucharist the body ‘of Christ is
really present in both kinds, and in suchsort that
the body of Cliris? is wholly present in every sepers
ate part of the Host, let him be anathematized."
Again, your Church asserts, that Jesus Christ gives
us under cach form,*¢  All that he is ; that is Per-
fect God, and Perfect Man ; and that Jesus Christ
remains entire under each part of the form dinvi-
dcd'n.

This appears to me to be a most manifest contra-
diction. If your Church had said that, ¢“the bread
is destroyed, that the body of Christ intcrvenes Ly
an cflect of the Divine Omnipotence,’* she might
possibly have concealed the absurdity of this doc-

|
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trinc behind the curtain of mystery.
that the substance of the bread is transubstantiated
wto “perfect God ond perfect Man,” whilcit sub-
sists in all its original modifications, is evidently, as
{ conceive, an absurdity, and not a mystery.

Had your Church eaid, that ¢ the body of Christ,

qasses in an instant from heaven to carth,” she
might perhaps shelter herself from the reproach of

ihsurdity, (though condemned by Seripture)and;

escape under the plea of mystery. But to affirm,
that the body of Christ,(while it is wholly inheaven.
and must remain there ¢ until the times of the
vestitution of all things,” Actsiii. 21.) i3 “wholly”
on carth; is it amystery * Is it not as manifest a
contradiction, as that a past is greater than the
whole?

If your Church had even said that, some parls
of the body of Christ are detached, and are mixed
with the clements in the eucharist,” it might per-
Faps have been possible for hereven then to avert,
the charge of cnntradiction, by escaping under the,
cioak of mystery and the contracted limits of frail
veason.  But {o declare that the body of Christ is
oaly onc in number, and that it is,*“wholly present
‘v every seperate part of the Host,” which are’
without number, in all Catholic countries, cansurely .
Hieno mystery, it must be an egregions absurdity, |
and if believed, evidence can no longer be the!
«haracter, of truth. Ifow, dear Sir, is it possible
to reconcile the contradidtory (not mysterious) |
vieas, that o body having but lim.ied circumference,
*s at the same time in Aeaven at the same time on

rarth at the same time ina_thousend places oni
tho earth, yea wholly presentin cvery separate part

+ * an innumerable Hosts? It appears tame to be
15 unpassible to believe this, as it wonld be to be-:

hieve that God is three in the same sense that He is
ane,
1f you reject the testimony of the senses by,

which we judge of the cucharist, will you pleascto
:nform us how we are to prove the resurrection of
Hesus Christ ?

The institution of the Lord’s Supper I purpose,
fa examine in another article. I will confine my
subisequent resnarks this week to your exposition
of the sixth Chapter of St. John.

You affirm that our < Saviour meant all he said
»o thestrictest literal sense.”  Tietus try this rule,
«t interpretation.  Our Saviour says’sesk not fhe
{he bread that perishelh,  Thisis plain and unequ'l-!
.ocal.  If ¢ our Saviour meant what he said in the ,
~irictest literal sense,™ it ispositively unlawful for
us o seek bread. i

Again our Savoiur savs, if anymen eat of this
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Butto assest|

ded. Let itthenberemembered, the conversation urical representations, Hence weare said to see
related in this chaplér took placo more than a year iy hose traths which we clearly understand ; to fee}
before the Lord’s supper wos instituted.  An appli- | that which oxcites and moves our affections ;fo
cation of it to that institution, Ithink, is a thisinter- ,hear the instructions to which we pay an obedient

pretation of the whole chapter, ns1 shall presently | regard ; and to taste the grace which we delightful-

i
i

(@ mortal life.

Ysense in which he calls himself the ¢rue vine, chap.

endeavourto show,

ctrines and enforce his precepts. Thus from the
dispute of the two brothers about tha division of
their estate, our Lord took occasion towarn his
disciples against covelousness ;the young man’s
going away sorrowful, becausea discipleship to
Christ requized asacrifice of his possessions, lead
our Savionr to enlarge vpon the dangor of riches :
‘and thus he improved the opportunity afforded by
drawing water at Jacob’s well, (o explain to the
woman of Samaria the effects and blessings of his
gospel, under the figure of water. Hence, in the
sixth of St. Jobhn, the circumstances of the multi-
tude following Jesus for the sake of gettiag bread
from heaven to eat in the desert, are improved by
our blessed Redeemer, to instruct the inquiring
Jewsand the attending multitude relative to his

In the next place, it was customary with our’
Lord to improve passing events toillnstrate his doc |

}y experienee.

‘That our Lord i this chapter does not speak iu
reference to the Lord’s supper is evident, 1. Be-
cause tho Lord’s supper was not instituted till more

jithan a year after.

2. It is declared above ¢ except ye cat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, yc shall
have no life in you.” If this refers to the Sacra-
ment, the thicfupon the cross, and all those who
died previous to the institution of the sacrament.
must kave perished everlustingly.

3. St. Paul speaking of some, who partake of the
sacroment, says that they*drink judgment to them-
sclves,” 1. Cor. xi. 30. Our Saviour says,* ho that
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, shall Zive
foreper,** v. 54th ; therefore he cannot mean the Sa-
crament—elsec he and St. Paul contradict cacl
other.

4. In reply thesecret murmuring of his disciples

doctrinesand the meansof salvation through his
death. This he does under the idea of bread a:
figure obviously suggested by the circumstances !
just mentioned, '

The question now at issue is, what is meant by
the terms +* Tam the true bread which came down,
from, heaven,—my flesh is meat indeed, fand my
blood is drink indecd—except yo,cat the flesk of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, ye eball not
have life in you—he that eateth my fleshand drin-
deth my blood shall live for cver,” &c¢.? Your
understanding of their meaning is best expressed
in your own words, as givenabove. On the con-
trary, I contend, that the meaning of thewhole v
dently is that by cating the flesh of Christ, we are
to understand the same idea that is implicd in “eca-
ting bread, namely, to derive supportfromit, The
argument of our Lord, (hen, accordingto my views
may be thus expresesd:—The manna which your
fathers did cat in the wilderncss could only sustain
That isthe true bread which pres-
‘erves {o eternal life, and qualifics every one that
eats it for everlasting  happiness. Iam the bread
of my doctrine, whichnourishcs and purifies the
belicving soul and fitsit for happiness, but also
because I shall give my life for the life of the werld.
Our Lord calls himself the truc breadin the same

!

'x¢ ;and as the branch parfakes of the nature of the

read, he shall live forever. Did not the Apostics ,vine, is nourished by its juice, and lives by its life ;
«atof1it 1 Iave not your Popes, and Priests, and ;S0 must ye abide in me, he partakers of my nature,
their flocks in past ages(according to the doctrinc . (eat my flesh and drink my blood) live by faith in
of your Church)catenof it>  Are they not dead al-' me, bringing forth much fruif, and be made_pure
seady >—These examples are sufficient to show the 'lhrough my boliness. *“Thus spiritual happinces on

insuperable diflicultics which attend your rule ofin-
terpretation.

[ think you will admit that in order to ascertain

carth and even in heaven, is expressed by caling
and drinking instancesof which may be seen, Matt.
viii, 11, xxvi, 29 : Luke xiv, 15, xxii, 30; Rev. ii,
17. Thosc who were made partakers of the holy

i
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the meaning of any part of the sacred, as well as,
other wrilings, it isimportant to mark the time, | Spirit, are said by St. Paul, 1st Cor. xii, 18, to be
occasion character, and custorns of the persons, |made to drink untoor of)one Spirit.” (Dr. A.

whose discources or sayings. oractionsare recor- 1 Clarke.) The Seriptures abound,in such metapho-
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who misundertood our Lords meaning, taking his
word literally, he says, **doesthis scandalize you?
If ye shall see the Son of manascend up where he
wasbefore ? An author of your own Church in his
annotationson tl.c New Testament, remarks on this
verse—¢Christ’e’ mentioning  Bis ascension, by
this instance of his power and divinity would con-
firm what he had before asserted ; and at the
same time correct their gross apprehension of eating.
his flesh and drinking bis blood in a vulgar and car-
nalmanner, by letting them know he should take
hig whole body with him to Heaven ; and consequen-
< notsufferitto be, as they supposed, divided.
mangled, and.consumed upon earth,”  As i this
were not sufficient to correct their mistake. our
Saviour adds; verse 63,¢¢ it is the Spirit that quick-
enefh;” sec Rom. viii, 11. 2 Cor. iii. €h. Such
only as eatand drink whatI have menticned in a
spiritugl sense have the promise of cternal life.
For the flesh profiteth nothing,if you could corpo-
rally catmy fleshand drink my blood, it would
profit you nothing ; foras that which goeth into

the mouth of 2 man connot defile him Mark vii. 20
so neither cap itsave him ; therefore «¢ the wonds
that I speak unto you are spirit, and ave life,” v. 63
they are spiril, in their meaning and influence ; and
spiritual and ctexnal life, in their eflects.—S1.
Peter’s confession. v. 69, gives us a farther clue(if
it were wanting)to our Lord’s meaning. This

fervent apostle neasly repeats our Saviour’s words :
thou hast-the words of cternal life, and we believe

and are sure that {hou art Christ the Son of the li-
ving God. Is hereany thing aboutoral mmandu-
calion, as there undoubtedly wauls have been, had
St. Peter understood our  Saviour to have taught
the doctrine of {ransubstantiation 7 All the tran-

substantiation that St Peter perceived inour Lord’s
discourseis ynquestionably expressed in hisanswer
to the Saviour ; and that was faithin Christ: Hence
e infer that believing in Christ the Son of the li

ving God, was what St. Peler understood by eating
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the flesh and drinking the blood of Clrist, and was
what our Savionr intended in his discourse—F will
now demonstrale it by comnparing ouv Lord’s words

iogether. .
o;VI‘hc people said, v. 34, ““Lord evermore giveus

this bread.” What does our Lord telt them it is ne-
.« essary to partake of this bread? to go o the Phiest
and gt a wafer? “Jesus said unto them, Iam the
nread of Ufe: he that cometh unto mé shall never
hunger; and he that delieveth on me shall never
thirst.?  Is it not as plain as day, that coming to
Uhrist would satisfy their hunger and believing on
him would quench their ¢hirstt What can satisfy
the cravings of hunger and the rage of thirst, but
cating and drinking? ls it not manifest, then.
that coming to Christ and believing on him are
synonymous with catinghis flesh and drinking his
blood? for the same promise isalike annexed to
both, Therefore thuy oither mean the same thing,
ar they are contradictory, or there ave {wo ways of
<alvation, which is contradicted by the whole tenor

of revelation, .

Again; compare verse 49 with verse 51, and the
above conclusion will be pressed upon the impar-
ual judgment witha power that can ueither be a-
1erted nor resisted.

Once more.  “‘He that believelh on me hafh ever-
tasting life,” verse 47, .

««He that eateth my fleshand drinketh my blood

hath-everlasting life,”’ verse &4. Now believing
in Christ in one verse is the declared condition of|
man’s salvation; and eating the fiesh and drinking
the blood of Christ, is the declared condition of
man’s salvation in the other verse. Theso two
~olemn asservations of our Lord cither meon one
.nd the samo thing,under differant forms of.speech;
or they contradict each other;opthere ave {wo.ways
of salvatien. Eithor of the-last alternatives over-
ihrows the whole fabric of revealed truth; tse for-
sner alternative explodes the doctrine of transub-
stantiation from this- Chapter:

I will conclude with one single remark. The
Proteslant, as you seem to suppose, does not, then,
degrade all the blessings promised in  this chapter
into a little bread and wine; nor into any corpureal
and corruptible-clements; but exalts them to their
primitive and native dignity and excellence, fo the
immortal part; tod diviae energy forgi~ing sin and
«leansing from all unrighteousness; {0 a - spiritual
union with the E{ernal Spirit, a fellowship with the
Lather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; a dwelling
in God and God in us; his love being ““shed abroad
1 our hearts by tho Holy Ghost given unto us.”

T have the honour to be,
Rev, Sin,
Your obedient and humble Servant,
EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN.

P.S. The above article has been written'in haste,
and has been pot to press without being re-written,
or scarcely corrected, the first parthaving been in
type before the Jist was writen, I any unguard-
+ d or offensive- expressions have escaped me, ¥ peg
10 say they have not been intended.

REPLY
T()S'!‘HE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.

D118 N .

is Jesus Christ, (the sole object ofthe Catho-

lic’s worship in the sactament of the Alter,) an
improper one; Jjke that of the heathen?  Like Ju-
piter, Juno, Mars, Mercury, Venus, Vulcan, Plu-
to, and every ofher fulse and abominable divinity?
The intention of the Heathens wasto worship'such:
their worship thercfore was essentially idolatrous:
that of tha Catholic is to worship 1} » one, true and
living God, under the forms which he said he took;
and which none can say, he could not take; whom
allacknowledge to have taken the form of maw;
eventhat of o helpless babe in the manger at Seth-
lehem; and of a suffering -criminal on the cross;
and why not also, in order to try our reliance on his
word, of bread and winein the Eucharistic sacra-
ment; as wellas the Holy Ghost could take the
visible form of a dove, ora fiery tongue? Tho’ St.
Paul’s intention to scrve God in persecuting his
Church, did not ait ogether excuse him; for had
he considered well the prophecies,& the whole ten-
dency of tho Jewish insfitute, be would have re-
cognized in Jesus Christ the long promised Mes-
sialf: yet hisupright intention, as he himself de-
clares, was so far from displeasing God, that it
merited his conversion. The Catholic worships
not the corporeal clements; but in the firm belief,
relying on the words and omnipotence of Jesus
Christ, that they are Zransubstantiated. With re-
gard to the bowing down to any thing inthe like-
ness or appearance of what s in Heaven above, or
eartk beneath: Exod. 20, 6. This.regards not the
Catholic, who bows but to the Saviour. But this
text may be justly cited agninst the Protestant com-

municant, who kneels to receive what he considers
the bare clements of bread and wine,

The likeness of a thing is not always the thing it
seems., ~Thus, what:appeared to Josue a2 man' in
armaur, was not a man in armour; but a protecting

angel; whom Josue, bowing down worshipped,
though knowing -him-to be but a creaturc; and
surely the likeness of somefhing in the heavens
abore: nor did he withal reject Josue’s worship;
but enforcedit by commanding him fo loose the
shoes from off his feet, for that the place whercon ke
stood was koly ground, Jos. 5, 18. &c.

Your uction of the trinity is strictly Catholic;
and 1 do not see how it applies against the doctrine

Hlof-transubstantiation. Much more aptly could it

be turned against, than for your negative reasoning.
My sight, touch, taste and smell nay be deceived;
but when God speaks wmy hearing cannot: and
| faith says saint Paul, comes by the hearing. Rom.
10, 17, Matt, 18,17, Luke 10, 16. The apostles
heard and taught; and the whole church bas believ-
ed and belicyes that Christ took breud, and blessed
it, and broke it, and gaveil to his apostles, saying.
take and eat, this is my body. Can you shew ‘me
that he, who snid‘ this, could not verify his declara.
tion? Or can-you point out to me the limits of his

acknowledged omnipotence?

Your hiext objection is casily answered; and in-
dezd-hasalready bieen answered, in our last num-
bet, whichwas in print when your' letter come to
band; -by the avowed possibility of a spirit’s being
inmoreplaces (hanonc at the same dme. God,
vou will 6wa, who is a pure spirit, is present at fhe
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same time in every place; and yet but one in all
places. But is not Christ’s body, or humanity «
spiritual body, or humanity? Orwho will prose
to mu that God cannot give to that body, or hu-
manity, the qualities of a spirit: not indecod omni-
presence, which is the attribute of God alone; but
of multipresence, if 1 may use the expression, to
that which is but finite; within the bounds of fini-
tule?

To prove that the samc Jesus of Nazareth, who
ascended into heaven; may, atthe same time, be
here on carth; Thavc only tocite the words of Saint
Paul; who says that the same Jesus, who had been
seen by the other apostles, had last of all heen seen
also by Limself. 1 Cor. 15, 8. Wasnot Saint Paul
then on the carth, while on the road to  Damascus;
wheon the Saviour answered his earnest query: twho
arl thow Lord? and said to him: fam Jesus of, Na-
zarelh, whom thau persecutesi? Now Jesus of Na-
zareth, was not simply God, but the very man-God
reared in Nazireth,

No Catholic, properly speaking, rejects the tes-
timony of the senses: for these truly testify that
there is in the sacrament the appearance of bread
and wine, And so there is.—But the scnses can-
not testify to the real essence of things, as chemysts
even willtell you, Butthe unerriog word of God
can inform us of what is concealed under.the exter-
nalappearances; and thus warnusnot to judge by
the mercapecarance_of thinas,

Whodoes nnt understand that our Savicur by
saying: seek not the- bread that perisheth, mennt
only thot we should not make the sustenance of
the body the sole, or main object of our solici-
tude? Whereas he promised togive them a hyead
that would feed and preseve their better half the
soul unto life everlasting.

Your next observalion scems a mere maks
weighf argument, 1o confound the ignorant: for you
never could suppose that, the Saviour’s promise of
everlasting life annexed tothe eating  worthily of
his promised living bread, could ever supersede the
doom denounced against all of temporary  death.
So that though apostles, popes, priests asd peaple,
who have wortbily cat of thisdivine food, are tem-
porarily dead; yet they shall escape the second end-
less death; and lise and reign with God cternat-
iy.

The Saviouralways prepared beforchand the
minds of his disciples for the great cvents that
were to take place; and the superpatural wonders,
which he intended to perform; as his conversations
with themn shew concerning his passion, crucifision
death, burial, resurrection, ascension; the propaga-
tion of his faith; the cstablishment of his church
all over the world; and her presérvation to the end
of time. *But for the Bucharistic wonder; the most
stupendous and inconceivable of all; he prepares
their minds in the 6th ch, of St. John’s Cospel, in
terms the most explicit, solemn and unequivocal
so much sn, that the only evangelist, who in his
gospel records them, thinks it necdless-fo repeat
them, in"describing otherwise so minutely ke Sa-
viour's last ifiterview with his apostlcs, o

You seem to infer that because our Saviour often
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ideas would then be, dul they see him, who pro-
poscd such a inystory to their belief, ascending up
1o heaven; where, as God, he had been. from all
cternily before,  Why such a rominisconce, or
why such a question put to these who believed not
in bis words; ifhe had been inculeating nothing
more difficult to be conceived than that he would

spoke flguratively; b must therefore have always
spolien figuratively.  Buton this subject itis cvi-
dent, from a thousand circumstances already point-
«l outin the course of our numbers, that he pro-
posed to our belicf no figure; but a stupendous re-
Jity ; the victim ntself so long prefigured: the true
paschal lamb; on which the faithful fod: the real
heavealy manna, for better than that caten by the
Jews in the wilderness; the unbloody sacrifice of!
the new law, offered up, according to the prophet,
Malachy, 1, 11. in cvery place among the Gentiles:,
by Lim, whoisa preest for cver, according to the,
crdur of Melch.sadech; who offered up bread and
wate.

When our Saviour said: F am the vine, $¢ itl
was impossible for any onc present to fake hisi fied with the clearness and correciness of your de-
woris inany other sense, than a figuralive one. !l o neirgtion; Imust say that in your logic appears
But when he said: this is my body, thich is GIVER ||ty ;e more of wilfullness than wisdom. And the
for you: thisis my blood of the New Testament, iy toxt you cite as unavoidably and irresistibly
(uot of the old: not of the paschal lamb, and other ||y oiine your figurative eating and drinking; is the
figurative victims; but of the real lamb of God;y very text that (on attending well to the Saviour’s
the final propitiatury victim, so many ways prefi-{{ o larations on the subject) unavoidably and irre-
gured: the fulflment in fine of all the figures; fary)Geyibly upsets your whole conjecture: for believing
oxeelliug them  alltogether;) the very Ulood thenilz, (rist is surely believing that he never would
«bout to beshed for the remission of sins. Who, |ley hiat he did not mican; nor promise what he

and a sip of wine, as a figure of his blood? Why
did he suffer them to leave him under such a wrong
impression?  Why nsk his apostles, if they slso
would leave him, rather than believe him capable
of giving them his flesh indeed to cat: and his blood
indeed to drink.

Ifafier these considerations you arce still safie-

give them a bit of bread, as a figure of his bodys:

(since you grant us one in yours)to any thing but
useless and encumbering lumber,
i have the honor to be, Sir,
Yourmost obedient and humble servant,
Epiror or txe CaTHoric.
AR R AR
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! CEREMONIES USED BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN BAPTISAL.
Frrsr, we must observe that as we have contracted
the guilt of original sin by the distrust, or disbelief,
and the consequent ‘transgression of our natural
first parents : 50 we must, ere freed from that guilt,
make amends for their disbelief, hy the open pro-
tession of our faith 3 and, if not able to do so by
ourselves ; by the mouths atlcast of our spintuast
parents, who answer for us; our God-fathers and
God-mothers: for having so contracted original
sin without our knowledge, God in his mercy ul-
lows us to be thus feced from it without our kuow-
fedge. Ttis to the church too, that weare to ap-
ply fur this inestimable benefit of regeneration to
God in baptism. On this account does the priest

i
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nutdeeply prejudiced could seo in all this nothing

"could not give. Believing in Christ in theinstanc ¢

begin by asking : what doest tho ask of the church

ellof God? For the sacraments of Christ’s church

buta mean figure proposed? Norisit, Sir, atri-|lhere alluded to, is surely to recive his doctrine:!iare forced upon none. Al who reccive thein must
fling consideration that he, who came only to seek \|not to contradict and oppose it, ashis apostatizing ! duly apply for them. The answer is foith. W¥Aat
andto save the sheep which were lost: and who, -{disciples did: but with Saint Peter and the rest of | docs faith bring thee to,continues the priest? Ane.
.5 God, locking from eternity to cternity, foresaw yijis apostles to take his words exactly as he hadll Zifeeverlasting ; for he who does not believe, cays

the many inillions of lus creatures, who in ail ages
would take his words in their literal meaning; (for
tlosc chicistians, who take them in the figurative
sense, ore but a modetn handful:) should not have
« spressed himselfin the very opposite terms, in
whichhe Jdid, and which protestants use in declar-

tug their faith concerning this sacrament.  Then|

at vace would all doubts upon the subject have been
semoved. and the disciples, who left him, would
have bud no cause whateser, to murmur at his doc-
.rine, which, as propuunded, had so shocked angd
uffended themn.

‘The Ledy of Christ is whole, immortal and im-
pressible, wwherever it is: and cannot, as your au-
thor expresses it, be divided, mangled, or con:vm-
ed. ‘This was the carnal idea of the caphernaile
disciples; which the Saviour corrects by telling
them that the flesh profiteth nothing: Ile did not
thereby mean Lis own flesh, the eating of which he
tiod justsaid, would give us life everlasting: bLut
<uch a dead flesh, as they imagined it would be,
Vike that of their slaughtered victims,  The words,

said he, that 1 speak to you, are spirit and life.
*F'hat i<, what I bave promiscd to give you, has

opirit and life in jt: or rather is spirit and life.

tor he bad said- £ en the living bread, which
cewe down from Heaven. Ifany man cat of this
hread, he shall live for cver and the bread, whick I
will give, is my flesh for the Ufe of the world, And
1o abviate all objections tothis, his stupendous doc-
trine, lie reminds them that it is writien in the pro-
plts, they shell all be taught of God, (not then of
man; whose glow-worm reason cannotlight us in-
to the mysterious depths of God’s infinite wisdom
arid ompnipotencer)  And he asked them what their

1

ed promise.

It would scem from your concluding remarktha
you dispense altogether with your corruptible elz
mends of bread and wine: and that you hold your
sacrament to consist wholly in the mere mental act
of believing. This indeed, umongall our religi-
ous noveliies, is still something new: and what has
this particuler advantagein it, that it spaves both
cost and trouble to all those adapting it. For, if

it by himself; an
he chooses. Without bit or sip, or outward form,
he canat all times and in every place furnish forth
bis mental feast; and feast; and feed upon the spi-
ritual clementsof beliefin his ever ready inward
commupjon. This indeed is reforming down the
Saviour’s institute with a vangeance.

1 must now be free to observe that you take a
litlle too much vantage ground in this polemical
skirmish; considering the length of your commu-
nication, and the number, but especially the irre-
levancy, of your objections to be answered. If to
~onfound Zhe Catholic, were the purpose, and not
to confute it, a better method of doing socould not
be adopted, thanthat of cramming ifs pages with
broken and desultory quirks and queries,a thousand
times refuted, and as often proposed: and all this to
the exclusion of more imporant matter and regu-
lar discussipn. We should thus have straight to
toss our earzo overboard, to make way for what we.
deem not quite such urccious merchandize. We
refuse you not, however, a comer in our skiff,
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bare belicf is all your sacrament; each can take |
dwheroand when and a5 often as|,£0 2he holy ghost,

spoken them; not doubting bat he—the omnipotent )| Christ, sholl be condemned. ‘Fhe priest then ex--
could verity his so clearly and emphatically repeat-ll plains what that faith must be, which brings to us

life everlasting. It must be, according to Saint

thJames, ¢ lively faith, working by charily: Le
. Ithereforo adds: Jfthen thou degirest to enter inlo

tife, keep the commandments. Thots shalt love the

'Lord thy God with oll thy heart, and with all thy
soul, & with all thy mind: & thyneighbor asthy-
self. Then, as the Saviour did, when imparting
the holy ghost to bisapostles, he breathes into the
face of the Neophyte three times, saying, goou! of
him (or hier) thow unclean spirit : and give place
the paraclete.

When God created man, he breathed into his fuce
the breali. of life—~QGen. ii. 7~—This the creatos
did himself atfirst.  But man, having by sin come
under the dominion of death, and of satan; hecan
be regenerated, aud thus delivered from the devil’s
thrall only by the one, who can make the sufficient
atonement for his sin to divine justice, Butmon
himselffthe offender,could not make this atonement.
"Then God himself the son becomes that guiltless
man, who in that nature which had offended atonces
superabundantly for man’s offence. Itis he then
to breathe again ‘into the face ot his regenerated
creature the brepthof life ; and to free him from the
dominion of death and of satan ; that which he does
by his deputy and representative, the priest.  For
to hig priest he gaid.: all. power 8 given {0 me in
heaven and on earth : go ye thercfore, &c. And :
as the father has sent me, so I send yme. Theretoro
what his lawlful pastor does, he himself does.

. 'Then to shewthat all this is ffected; by the
death-of Christ uponsthe cross, in which sign:we
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are heneforth as christions, and like Saint Pauk to
elory, in Christ crucified; aud fo cherish in
aur hearts its remembrance ; the priest signs the
Neophyte on the far¢head and breast with the sigh
al'the cruss, saying: Receive the sign of the cross,
an thy forehead, and in thy heart. Take fo thee
the faith of the Aeavenly precepts ; and be such in
rhy morals, as to he able now tobe thetemple of God,

“Ihe prayers, which are addressed only to God,
are in Jating and all for the same sanctitying pur-
pose.  Indeed, to prevent in the administration of]
the sncrament tne possibility of altering the sense
in translation, the whole liturgy of the Catholic
vhureh, as it is directed 10 Gou alone, is every
where preserved unchangeably the same in the
Catholic, or universal and unchangeable language,
the latin. However, for the satisfuction of those
who understand not that language, we shall give
¢hese prayers translated into English.

After the ceremoény just mentioned, the priest
says: Let aspray; forin all her solemn prayers
*lic church supposes her children to join in supphi-
-ation to their comman heavenly father.

-~ We beseech thee, O Lord, graciously to hear
«ir prayers ; and by thy continual protection guard
“1is, thy elect, (N.) signed with the sign of the
~ross of our Lord: that observing the rudiments
: thatis, the beginnings,) of the greatness.of thy
'ory, by keeping thy commandments; he (or she)
1aay deserve to attain to the glory of regencration;
*hrough Christ our Lord”  Auswer, amen.

‘T'hen laying his hand on the head of the Neo-
vhyte, he says : .

* Letus praye—Almighty and eternal God, fa-
wet of our Lord Jesus Chinst, vouchsafe to behold
;s thy servant (IN.) whom thou wast pleased to

ailto the rudiments ot faith; take fromhim(or her)
.1 blindness of heart.  Breakall the bandsofsatan,
~herewith he(or she)was tied: upen to him{or her)
:he gate of thy merey: that being endowed with
‘he sign of thy wisdom,he (or she)may be free from
Le guilt of all concupisences and, follow the
. weet odour of thy precepts, iy joyfully serve thee
n thy church; and daily increase in perfection;
hrough Christ our Lord.”—Amen.

He then.putssome pariicles of blessed salt into
*he mouth of the Neophyte, with these words's

“(N.):zeceive the salt of wisdom, May it be to

thee a propitiation unto life everlasting.” Amen.
"T'he salt of wisdom, is the virtue of christian pru-
dence, which preserves us, and others by our ex-
ample, from the corruption of sin. For it is the
property of salt o preserve substances from cor-
vaption. In thissense did our Saviour say to his
apustles and disciples: ye are:the salt of the carth.
Without that salt, we cannot be preserved uncor-
tupted unto life everlesting; much less can we
s0, by our example, preserve others.

Then he adds * “peace be with thee1” .'A'nsw’er,‘i

‘and with thy epirit]” For the peace of the' Sg~

viour is the portion of those who have this salt,
The prayer that followaiss
0 God the author of all truth ¢ we humbly he-

(X

scrv:mt'(N.) and tasting this salt, the first food 2
do not permit him Cor her) to hunger any longer;
sons not v be replenished with heavenly food;
to the end that he (or she) may always be tervent
in spirit joyful in hope ; always obedient to thy
name ! Brng him, Cor her) O Lord, we beseech
thee, 1o the laver of regencration; that, with thy
faithful, he Cor she) may deser 7¢ the cternal re-
wards, which thou hast proimsed : through Christ
our Lords  Amen”

‘The priest then commands, in the nome of the
living Gud, father, son and holy ghost, the devil to
he gone, and give up all his claim to the human
creature, about to be baptized ; and who, till bap-
tized, is justly under his dowinion, as an unregen-
crated child of the sinful Adam; but whom our
Gad end Lord Jesus Christ has designed to call
2o his holy grace, benediction and thebaptismal font.
“ And this sign, says he, of the holy cross, (signing
it on the Neophyte’s forchead) dare thou not to

:;iolgtc, 0 wicked spirit, through Christ our Lord.
men,>’
‘Then, laying his hand oa the head of the Neo-

phyte, the priest prays thus:

0 Lord, most holy Father Almighty, cterna)
God; the author of light and truth: I beseech thy
et~rngl apd most just piety in behalf of this thy
servant, (N.) that thou would’st vouchsafe to en-
lighten him(or herjwith the light of thy understand-
ing. Cleanse and sanctify him, (or her) give him
(her) true knowledge ; that, being made worthy of
thy baptism,bic (or she)may persevere in firm hope,
righteous council, and holy doctrine, through
€hirist our Lord.—Amen.”

The priest then lays upon the one to be baptized
the extremity of his stole: (the distinctive orna-
ment of the priestly officc) aud with it introduces
him (or hie Jinto the church, saying: “enter into the
church of God 5 that thoumayest have part with
Christ unto life everlasting.” This is the first
connection that takes place between-the church
of Christ, represented by her minister, (the re-
deémers lexitimate deputy;) and the carnal child
of Adam’: un thusentering the church, the Neo-
phyte repeats, or the god-father aud god-mother
inhis Game, repeat first the apostle’s creed; for
that is the sum o the faith of the church, intowhich
the one to be baptized, isadmitted a member ; then
the Lord’s prayer, 1o shew, that on our becoming
a christian, we can then, and net till then, call God
our Father, who art in heaven ; or address him as
his children.

‘The priest then adjures the unclean spirit in the
nate of God the Father Almighty; in the name
of Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord and judge ; and
in the virtue of the holy ghost, to depart from
{N.; the creature of God, which our Lord has de-
gigned 1o call 10 become the temple of the living

+gced thee, graciously vouchiafe to behold -thig thy

God;that the Holy Ghost may dwell in it.~~Amen.
He then touches the ears and postrils of the
Neophyte with. his spittle; (2 cetemony partly

{{used by Christ himeelf, when he healed the deaf
and dumb; which every one is, in the spiritual

sense, 1ill baptized) repeating the very word of

tity, This is an emblematical expression used in
the Canticle of Canticles ; shéiving the powerful
enticcments of grace= draw me, and I will run
after the odour of thine oinlments. ‘‘But thou be
gone, O devil; for the judgment of God is at
hand.”

Then the Neophyte is asked, and answers him-
sclt, or by the motths of his sponsor : (N.) * Duost
thou renvunce satan? Ans. I renounce him.”

“And all hisworks? Ans. I renounce them.”

¢ And all bis pomps? Ans. I tenounce them.”

This indicates that the acceptance of the Re-
deemer’s covennnt ol mercy ; and the renounciation
of our vassalage to Satan, under which we had
follen by oursinful and voluntary obedience to him,
rather than to God, our creator and rightful Losd;,
must be equally free and voluntary, when we
come to the use of reason, nnd eapable of judging
for ourselves; and on this condition is the saving
grace imparted to us; signified, as we have abun-
dantly shewn, by the blessed oil, with which the
priest then anoints the Neophyte on the breast and
between the shoulders; sayinz: “1 anoint thee

with the oil of salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord,
that thou mayest have eternal Jife.”

Onthe breust, to sigaily that the divine grace
may soften and make pliant our heart and will to
the willof God; and on the shoulders, that he may
strengthen us to bear manfully on our neck ard
shoulders the yoke and eross of Christ; and follow
him through passing tribulation o cternal biss.

After this the Neophyte is particvlarly asked
thus, ifhe helieves the chief articlos of the christian
faith: “Dost thou believe in God, the Father Al
mighty, creator of Leaven and earth? Ans. I be-
lieve.” ¢ Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, Lis
only son,our Lord; who was barn and suffered
for us? Auns. I belicve. ¢ Dost thou believe in the
holy ghost; the holy Catholic church; the com-
munion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting ? Ans.
I believe.” “(N.) wilt thou be baptized ? Ans. 1

will”> Farbaptism, like all the ofher benefits of
Christ’s dispensation, must be freely sought for;
not forced upon any.

Then is he baptized in the manner already de-
scr’xrbgd.

e prepatatory ceremonies just detailed, shetw
what he isto lgecgne by b:\pxisni 5 the subs:;qumt
ones what by it he is now become: a royal heir of
God, the king of kings; and therefore, during the
recital of the tollowing prayer, is he anointed on the
head by {be priest with the holy chrism ; the ssme
ag that with which sovereigns are anointed ;.und
bishops consecrated. “The Almighty God, Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ ;<who has yegenera
ted theeby woter cnd the holy ghost; John il 5,
and who has given thee the-temission of all thy
siis: ‘'may heanoint thee with'the chrism of salva-~
tion g!s :x}xne sameAgleeug’ Cbgsé, ourbeLord, unto Jife
ever) . en. cace be with thee'—
Ana..&m{! with-thyspirit,. :

A white Jinen.robe, or covering isthen put over
the newly baplized, asan emblem of his spoiless
innocence 3 which he ia desired 1o carry unstained
before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus- Christ, that
he may have life everlasting. Amealt - .- *

Next 3 lighted candle. is . given. him, or: those,

who répresent him, with thesé wordss “receiv®

Christ: Er. Eza, be opened: inthe adodr of sanic: |[this burhing light; ahd keep thy bdaptism withodt
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wproof.  Observe the commandments of God
that when our Lord  shall comie to his  nupluls,
(M. x3v, 10) thou mayuest meet him, tugeiher
wuth the saints w the heavenly court; and mayest
F e hife etereal, and live for ever and ever.  Ans.
Amen”

Tl whole s concluded withi these words: ()
“uoin puace s and may the Lord be wnh thiee!
Ans. Amen.”

BICLICAL NOTICIIS AND EXPLANATIONS.
Continucd
TIIE FIRST BOOK OF ESDRAS.

Thishaok takes ifs name from the writer; who
w.< a holy Priestand Docter of Law.—Ile¢ is call-
ed in the Hebrew Ezra, D. B

Chapter 1.~ verse 1. Jn the first year of Cyrus.,
Mg uf the Persians, that the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Jeremias might be fulfiiled; the Lord
stiered up the spinit of Cyrus, King of the Persi-
uns, and he mad e proclamation throvghout all his
Aangdom, and in writing alsv, say.ng §c.

In the prophesy of Jerenuas, Chap. 25. Versel2,
and Clapter 29.— Verse 10, the end of the sevent
vears captivity of the Jews in Babjylon: and their
hiberation after the final overthrow of its Monarch,
which was effected by the victorious Cyrus are
«learly furetold.—But mn this prophesy of [saias ch.
25 v. 1. &c, the very name of Cyrus is given,
sour hundred years before he wasborn; the sight of
vhiich alone, if shown to that monarch is the sacred
id unchangeablebooks of the Jews, was enough
*ohave made him confess, as he did in lus edict|
io rebuild the Jewish Temple, that he Lord, the
4od of Israel, the Lord and God of Heaven, lo!
hiad given him universal dominion on all the King~
duns of the Eurth. Thus saithlhe Lord to his an-
nointed Cyrus, whase vight hand I have taken
kodd of to subdue nations before his fall, These are
the words of Isains, who cven pointed out the way
in which he was to make himself Master of Baby-
ion: by turning the River Euphrates out of 1ts bed,

sought our Glodyand it fell out prosperously unloj|
us. Still the Catholic doctrine of fasting and,|
prayer proved from scripture to have been always:
that of the churct of God.

Chapter 9—Verse 1,2.  This shows how sinful -
it is to infermarry with those, whom the churchl
forbids us, on account of the danger of perversion
and a falling off fiom the truc fxith. D. B. |

Chapter J0—Verse 6. Jfe eat no bread: and|
dronk no water: for he mourned jor the transgres-
sion of them, that were come oul of caplivity, In
how many places of scripture is the penitential
discipline of the Catliolic that of fasting and absti-
nence shewn from scripture to have been always
observed by the true believers.

'THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAS, OR THE SECOND BOOK
O) ESDRAS.

This book takes its name from the swriter, who

|Lis brethren; and carried on by the rest; represents
(the labours of the aposties and their lawful succes-

was cup bearer to Artaxcrxes, surnamed Longi-
manus, king of Persia. and was sent by him with a
commission to rebvild the walls of Jerusalem,
is also called the second book of Esdras: because
it is a continuation of the history begun by Esdras;,
Esdras, of tho state of the peopfc of God afler their
retuen from captivity. D. B,
Chap. 1 Verse 1. gtill fasting joined with prayer.
Chupter 2—Verse 19, 20. 'Those who oppose

the rebuilding of Jerusalem, representthe enemies|

of the church: who are strangers, and 4aveno part
or portion, nor justice, nor remembrance in the spi-
ritual Jerusalem.

Chapter 8. The building up of the gates and
walls of Jerusalem, begun by the high priest and

sors in the propagation ot the faith, and establish-

ment of the ¢ Lurch of Christ; begun by the Chief \

priest, Saint Peter, in the face of their rurrounding
encmics,

Chapter 1.—Verse 18, Every oncof the build-
ers, inthe spittual must Le girded with the sharp
sward of wisdom or knowledge and teuth.

Verse 20, They will cooperate, and suppor}
each other in the work; and in repelling the adver-

and entering that city in spite of its doors and gates
so sceurely shut againsi him.  IWhose right hand,
<ays the Prophet, 7 have teken hold of to snbdue
atons befare his foll; and to turn the backs qf‘
Kings, u.d toopen the doors before Lim; and the|
zates shell not beshut, ¥ will go before thee: and
‘vall break the gates of brass; and will burst the bars
1 Jron; that thow mayst fnow, that Iam the Lord
who callthee by thy name, the God of fsracl. For
the seke of thy servant Jucvd; and lsrael Elert- 1|
have even called thee bythy name; I havemade a
likeness of thee,and thou hast not known me. Now
Cyrus knew hini not, forhe was a Pagan: But
how must that PagauPrince have been struck on
1eading i a book so long composedd hetare his time
his exploits and success; and even his very name?
the giving of which depended on thefree will and
«tncy of his parents?

Chapter 3. Verse Aad Joshue the son of
Joshedeeh rose up & . Wiz still Joshue, or Jesus
thatrises up &e.. 20 build the +fltar of the God of
Israel, It is only the Saviour. whotand those
whom he chooses fos his associates who can set the
Altar, thatis the religion of God vpon its basis.
Verso 3.

Chapter 14 Verse 8. The refusal of Zevobabel, Josh-
«we, and the rest of the chicfof the Fathers of Isra-
«l,to allow the Samaratans fo build with them a7on-
nletothe Lord the God of fsrael; shews, that as
Saint Paul says, the Faulful can huve no part with
iire unbelievers;— The prople nf God must duwell a-
{one. Numbers23. 9. Beut.” 33, 95, Hence the
+ ommon hatted borne towards them; and the joint
«forts made by those not allowed to huild with
them, to stir up, by misrc{rcscntation, calumuy and
‘ituperation, the temporal powers against them.

|

o

sary.

élnapter 5—~Verses 1,2,8, 4. How many, like
the Jews, Larter their porlion in the city of God;
sell even their sons and daughters, and give up even
their own hiberty, for pelf, and worldly considera-
tions!

Verse 10.  Remember me, O my God, for good
according {o all that Fhave done forthis people!
There isthen, in spite of Luther’s, Calvin’s and
the Presdyterian doctrine agﬂinst good works;
(the doctrineevidently of the devil,) some wmerit
in 500&! works as the catholic church teaches.

hapter 7—Verse 64, Zhese sought their wri-
ting in the record, and found it nol: and they were
cast out of the priesthood. So isevery one castout
of the christian priesthood, (of which the Jewish
was but a figure,) who cannot produce the record
of their ordination.

Verse 65.  Athersalhs, thatis, Nehemjas, as ap-
ears from ch. 8. verse 9, either that he wasso cal-
ed at the court of the King of Persia, where hewas

cup-bearer; or that, as some think, this name signi-
fies goverpior; and he was at that time  governor of
Judea. D. B.

Chap.8—Verse 16.  And they made themselves
tabernacles, cvery man on ke top of his house, &ec.
Their housvs were, as they are i the East to  this
day, flat-roofed.

Verse18. /nd in the eighth day a solemn as-
scmbly, prelusive of the christian sabbath.

Chapter 9.—verse. 1. Lhe Children of Fsrael
cawe torether with fastiag and with Sackeloth, and
Larth upon. them, §e. YWhy are Calolics ndicu-
led by Protestants foy usinga penitential discipline
&0 sanctiored m Scripture, the pretended Rule of
Doctrine and disciphne fyevery upstart reforming

Chapter 8—Verse 23.  4nd we fusted, and be-ilS

=ect a Lot rfme . e

e’ o

304

I ding of Jerusalen.

‘

1 And bear their fruits, full ripeo’d in

l

Wil be published weekly atthe Office of the Patriot
‘and Farmer’s Monitor, Kingston, Upper Canada

' Col.J. P. Leprohon,

THE BOOK OF TOBIAS.

This Book rakesits name from the Holy Mau
Tobias, whase wonderful ~"irtues are hercin reco
ded. It confains most excellent Documents o
great piety, extraordinary patience,aned perfect 1e-
signanion to the willof God.  His humble praye:
fvas heard s and the Angel Raphael was sent to
relieve biw.  He is thaukful and proises the Lord.
cnlling on the children ot Isreal 10 do the sawe.
| Having lived to the age of one hundred agd twe
years, he exhorts his Son and Grandsons 1o piety :
foretelly the destruction of Niniveh and the rebwil-
He dies happy.—D, B.

This Book, though acknowledged by the Catho-
lie Churel, as canonical Scripture 3 1s disowned as
ssuch, by protestants 3 Indeed, how could they,who
i pretend to build their faith onnothng but  Scrip-
| ture, adiit it as such, andyet deny whatit so clear-
ty displays 3 the intervention in Man’s behalf of the
.Blessed Angels ;— As there is nothing particularly
[figurative, or difficult to be understuod in it, wc
pass it over without any further remarkas well as
! those of Judith and Esther 3 which, though inspir-
ed, and written for our instruction and Eidfication.
tare Chiefly listorical, and easily understood by
every one,

To be continucd.

ON REASON.
Extract from a B1. S. poem,

Not all those luminaries bright, that roll
Wide scatter’d ronnd our globe from pole to pole;
' The flaming sun by day; the moon by niﬁht,
Fresh t;imming at his ray her borrowed light;
Wiln stars innumerous twinkling o'er thesky,
Might ¢’cr, with her compard, in beauty vie.
Theirs all 15 transient, and to space confin’d:
' Hers boundless flowing from th’ eternal mind.
Aud, were the whole of this material world
Back retling, whence it sprung to nothing hurl’d;
i With undiminish’d lustre still would shine
" Her radiance, streaming from it« sourcedivine:
! Wonld millions then, no forther change that know,
| Than change of bliss; still feel her vita) gloyw.
.As fresh delighting objects they pursuc,

| And joyful prospects, op’uing on their view.

Ev’n here, so from her centre far removid
On man is reason’s influence pow’sful proved:
Though all her noon-tide blaze in twilight guisc
He through his prison’s chioks but dim descrics.
*Tis she calls forth; unfolds, and nurses kind
The infaot buds of knowledgein his mind;
Till genius, art aud science flourish iay,

er ray-
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