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Our new Season's 
Catalogue is now ready 
and will be mailed free
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♦

Carefully Manufactured 
Accurately Spaced 
Smoothly Finished

Order early, secure 
your discount, and avoid 
the rush and disappoint
ment later.
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WITH JANUARY ISSUE
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3 Twelve months........... 50
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Queen..................... 1.25

For Renewal Subscriptions
1 Journal 1 year and
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4 Journal 1 yr.and Tested
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6 Journals years..'.... 3.00

GOOLD, SHAPLEY & MUIR CO.,
LIMITED

BRANTFORD, CANADA.

Vol.

The



C t >7i c

The

Canadian Bee Journal
ftcvitel !• He liicrcsis •! Bee-Keepers

Vol. 16. No. I. JANUARY, 1908 $1 Per Annum

Part of Apiary of D. MEUSEK, Elmwood, Ont.

<sMT"
<e„>^ •

-\r C- r

XX*.
ffgpwf

xv■ I-

PUILISHED IT

The HURLEY PRINTING CO., Brantford, Canada



8 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL Jan 11108.

Peed
You*
Bees

T^HIS is sane, sound advice 
* at this season of the year 

and especially at the close of 
such an one as this. Had bee
keepers fed their bees last fall, 
there would have been fewer 
dead and dwindling colonies 
last spring, and a larger honey 
crop last summer.

NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT

ORDER FEEDERS AT ONCE

None better than the MILLER FEEDER 
for large quantities

Each, made up - - 35c.
Lot* of Ten - - $3.00

Special terms for Goods ordered for Next Season

HAM * NOT* CO.
LIMITED

BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
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TIC Ontario
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Devoted to the Interests of Bee Keepers

JAS. J. HURLEY, Editor 
Published monthly by

The HURLEY PRINTING CO., Brentford, Ont.

TERMS
$1 per Annum; two jeers, 11.60, payable 

In advance. These terms apply to Canada, 
United States and Mexico; to all other 
countries 13 cents per annum for postage.

Discontinua, cits—Any subscriber 
whose subscription has expired, wishing 
the paper discontinued, will please notify 
us by i>ost, otherwise we will assume that 
Its continuance Is desired, and that It will 
lie paid for. If the paper Is to be stopped 
at the expiration of the time paid for, It 
should be so stated when giving the order.

Rickipts for Monky.—The receipt of 
the Journal will lie an acknowledgment 
of receipt of money to new subscribers. 
The receipt of renewed subscriptions will 
be acknowledged by postcard.

How to Send money.—You can send 
money at our risk by P. O. Order or bank 
cheque or draft, and where none of these 
means are available, bills and postage 
stamps by registered letter. Money sent 
any other way Is at your risk. We [lay no 
exchange or express charges on money. 
Make all express orders, cheques or drafts 
payable to Thk Canadian Bek Journal, 
Brantford, Ont.

ADVERTISING
We are In no way responsible for any 

losses that may occur In dealing with our 
advertisers, yet we take every precaution 
to admit only reliable men In those 
columns.

Rates or Advertising
timk 1 In. 8 In. S In. « In. 1 col. page

1 Mill... ...18 00 $3 00 $3 50 *4 50 $6.60 $10.00
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1» Mths.. 16.00 80.00 88.00 40.00 76.00

Printing for Bee-Keepers
HONEY LABELS 
LETTER HBADS 
BILL HEADS

Write us when requiring Printing 
of any kind

The HURLEY PRINTING CO., Brantford, Ont.
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President—P. J. Miller, London, 
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No. 3—M. B. Holmes, Athens.
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No. 8—James Armstrong, Cheapside.
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Executive Committee—President Miller ; ist 
snd snd Vice-Presidents.

Honey Show Committee—Miller, Holmes and 
Couse.

Revising Committee—H. G. Sibbald, Claude.
Honey Crop Committee — P. W. Hodgetts, 

Toronto ; Wm. Couse, Streetsville; H. G. Sibbald, 
Claude ; W. J. Craig, Brantford.

Transportation Committee—R. P. Hollermcnn, 
Brantford ; Wm. Couse, streetsville ; J. D. Jarvis, 
Islington.

Representatives—
Toronto Bxhi' lion : K. Grainger, Deer Park. 
Ottawa Exhibition : W. J. Darling, Almonte. 
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Jo be selected by Executive.
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Clubbing List for 1908
To

Old and New 

Subscribers : 

Our

Clubbing List 

for 1908 

includes the 

following 

Remarkable 

Offers:

M

WE WILL SEND

TR CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL
WITH

The British Bee Journal, $1.50.. For $2 00
Gleanings in Bee Culture, $1.... “ I 75
The American Bee Journal, $1... “ I SO
Bee-Keepers' Review, $1............. “ 1 75
The American Bee-Keeper, 50c,.. “ I 40
Progressive Bee-Keeper, 50c......... “ I 35
Irish Bee Journal, 36c.................. “ I 50
The Herald (Montreal)................ “ I 50
Montreal Weekly Witness, $1.00. “ I 50
Wide World. $1.50........................ - 1 75
Family Herald and Weekly Star, $1 “ I 75
Canadian Poultry Review, 50c... “ 1 40
The Breeders’ Advocate, 50c. .. “ 1 40
Farmers' Advocate, $1.50 ............. ** 2 25
Weekly Sun, $1...........   “ 1 75
News (Daily) Toronto................ " I 50

Mail and Empire for $1.75

MAIL AND EMPIRE - 
“GOLGOTHA”

Jan. Styka’s famous painting, in colors 
NEW IDEA (Woman’s Magazine) 
CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL

ALL FOR

$2.50

REVIEW OF REVIEWS, $3.00
SUCCESS MAGAZINE - - I 00
CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL - I 00

SUBSCRIBE NOW

ALL FOR

$3.00

The Canadian Bee Journal
Brantford, Canada
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Vol. 16, No. 1. JANUARY 1908 Whole No. 616

WE clip the following from 
editorial notes and com
ments in American Bee 

Journal :—
The divergent views of writers 

on bee-culture is a source of per
plexity to the beginner. A not
able instance of this divergence 
of views occurs in the Canadian 
Bee Journal for October. F. P. 
Adams speaking of the harm done 
by late disturbance, says:

“The only safe way to over
come this difficulty is to prepare 
before the cool weather sets in, and 
our most successful apiarists 
recognize this fact by commenc
ing their winter preparations at 
the close of the honey harvest. 
It is true that at this time the hives 
usually contain a lot of brood, but 
it is surprising what a quantity of 
syrup can be forced into the brood- 
nests by heavy feeding.”

J. L. Byer says this : “While 
there is more danger of feeding 
too late rather than too early, 
experience has taught me that for 
various reasons, it is not wise to 
do much feeding previous to 
September 20" Z 

Then comes Editor Hurley, 
saying. “Mr. Byer, in his notes 
appearing in this issue, urges feed
ing in Septemper. In our exper
ience this would not be satisfact
ory. We prefer to feed when the 
last batch of brood has hatched. 
Wintering bees on empty brood- 
frames is dangerous.”

Of Mr. Adams the editor says : 
“The pronounced success that he 
has had with his bees, makes 
anything he whites of great inter
est." Mr. Byer has for years 
conducted a depart ment in the 
Canadian Bee Journal in a very 
able manner, and Editor Hurley 
may well be supposed to know 
something on the subject. After 
reading these three varying views 
from three authorities, and all 
under the same cover, is it any 
wonder the beginner should feel 
somewhat dizzy ?

Editor York has done us a 
service. Differing conditions 
make it impossible to lay down 
any hard and fast rules. Let us 
suppose friend York had added 
his opinion in a small paragraph 
at the foot of the above three, 
would the dizziness have been 
increased or lessened ? It would 
have been very interesting to 
have seen it there. Mr Byer and 
Mr. Adams are both well able to 
take care of themselves, therefore, 
of their contention we will say 
nothing. We will simply at
tempt to justify -our own state
ment as above expressed. The 
nature of our honey flow is as 
follows:

Immediately after the clover 
flow, comes basswood. Im
mediately following this we have 
a long run of sweet clover. From



6 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL Jan. 1906. Jan. 190

this, practically no surplus stores 
are obtained, but we believe from 
the way in which they work upon 
it, they get what we will term a 
“ living.” This permits the con
tinued and uninterupted rearing 
of brood, and keeps the bees well 
supplied until our buckwheat 
flow opens. All the colonies that 
are then in good shape generally 
secure at least a super full of 
buckwheat honey. This brings 
us up to the first of September. 
Brood rearing is all this time con
tinuing with full force. We 
generally leave the buckwheat 
supers on until about the middle 
of September. This is to let the 
honey ripen well, and further 
because we are in no hurry to 
take the buckwheat honey off, 
until we are prepared to make 
preparations of wintering. When 
we examine our hives about the 
middle of September we find the 
brood chamber well stocked with 
brood. Mr. Adams says if fed 
early, they can store a surprising 
lot of honey in the brood chamber. 
True—but they cannot store it 
where there is brood. That is 
equally true. We find in our 
particular locality that brood 
rearing will continue up to 
October the first. In fact we 
have seen unhatched brood as 
late as October 15th. Now, it has 
happened when we have had lots 
of buckwheat honey—combs well 
filled and well sealed, we have 
given the bees these full combs 
to winter upon instead of feeding 
syrup. Therefore we do not want 
to lift our brood combs out of the 
brood chamber until all the brood 
has hatched. About the 15th of 
October we take these brood 
combs out and put in the well-

filled buckwheat combs. If, in
stead of this, we decide to feed 
syrup, we leave the brood combs 
where they are, and any time be
tween the first and fifteenth of 
Oct. we feed. A Miller feeder is 
placed on top of the hive and 
is filled with warm syrup in the 
evening. The heat of the syrup 
arouses the bees by raising the 
temperature, and during the night 
and early hours of next morning 
the bees take it all down, and fill 
it in just where they are most 
likely to cluster during the winter 
on the combs, the outside combs, 
of course, being fairly well filled 
with sealed honey. This has 
given the writer entire satisfac
tion and justifies, in our opinion, 
late feeding, in our particular 
case at all events. We can quite 
understand that where the late 
fall flow that we posses does not 
exist, brood rearing will diminish 
much sooner, and that therefore 
earlier feeding would be quiet the 
proper thing to avoid the storing 
of honey dew. But even where 
early feeding is resorted to in 
circumstances of this kind, we 
still think it should be followed 
up with later feeding to secure 
the filling of that part of the 
brood comb last hatched out. 
Now, friend York; are we wrong? 
If so, we will be pleased to be put 
right by no less an authority than 
yourself.

Bee-keeping is a profession that 
cannot be carried on by any rule 
of thumb methods. It requires 
the exercise of the highest intelli
gence coupled with great dis
cretion. This is a lesson the 
beginner must learn. We have 
learned it ourselves at consider
able cost. It is the function and
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duty of the writers of bee l:tera- 
ture to explain these cases of 
“dizziness.” It is by fully dis
cussing and explaining these 
apparent discrepances, that the 
intricacies of bee-keeping are 
finally evolveu The science of 
bee-keeping is potentical with 
mysteries and improvements that 
may yet be solved and attained, 
but we cannot attain these if we 
thtow up our hands and get 
“dizzy.” Hence our great regret 
that the good editor did not add 
his opinion before giving way to 
dizziness.” Now Mr. Byer and 

Mr. Adams may take the floor 
and use the lash upon us if they 
see fit.

Thk Canadian Bhh Journal, 
since passing into the hands of the 
Hurley Printing Co., has taken on 
new life in a wonderful way. If 
the present excellence is main
tained, it will become one of the 
best bee journals ever published in 
Canada.—Bee-Keepers’ Review.
Thanks friend Hutchinson. You 

re very kind to give the three 
onths old editor such encourage- 
ent. Will keep the excellence 
f the REVIEW before us as an 
eal to aim at.

see
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We havcForm°us amount of capital and
hour is behind it. As a Bee 
urnal it stands without a rival.

We wish its promoters every suc
cess. The Editor says :—

Many of our readers, especially those 
who have been with us almost from the 
very beginning, and have watched us 
grow, will be glad to read the publisher’s 
statement given on p. 1549 of this issue. 
We feel that whatever material progress 
Gleanings has made is due very largely 
to our subscribers, who have so kiudlv 
furnished us gleanings and heads o« 
grain from many fields. When A. I. 
Root, the founder of this journal, first 
started it he had in mind the making of 
a paper that would be the work of 
practical men, their fingers possibly 
daubed with bee-glue while writing on 
the cover of a bee-hive an article for 
Gleanings. We have tried to en
courage and develop just such writers. 
The fact that the journal has grown from 
a little quarterly of 16 pages to an illus
trated semi-monthly of 60 pages, with an 
actual circulation of 34,000, shows what 
has been done in all these years. The 
editor desires at this time to express his 
thanks to those of our friends who have 
taken such an active interest in making 
the journal what it is.

While A. I. Root has long since retired 
from the active field of agriculture and 
apiculture journalism, his influence is 
felt in a larger and more important way 
in the department of “ Our Homes." It 
is true, perhaps, that some of our agri
cultural readers may not care to read 
these lay sermons, yet we are of the 
opinion, judging from the correspond
ence that is streaming in constantly, that 
three-fourths of our subscribers consider 
A. I, Root’s work a very important 
feature of the journal—not because what 
he has said may have led to material 
prosperity, but because it has turned 
their attention to things far more precious 
than gold or silver, of a kind that fadett* 
not away.

We trust our readers will take 
particular notice to the following 
sentence :—“ We feel that what
ever material progress Glean
ings has made is due very largely 
to our subscribers, who have so 
kindly furnished us .gleanings 
and heads of grain from many 
fields.” Just so. Herein lies the
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secret of the success of a bee 
journal. We hope this lesson 
will not be lost upon our Canadian 
friends. A. I. Root’s writings in 
the department of “Our Homes” 
is a tower of strength to Glean
ings, notwithstanding the fact 
that much therein written all may 
not agree with. We are at one 
with him, however, on the temper
ance question. More power to 
his pen !

The election of the officers of the 
National Bee-Keepers’ Associa
tion has resulted as follows :—Pre
sident, Geo. E. Hilton ; vice-presi
dent, G W. York; secretary, W. 
Z. Hutchinson ; general manager, 
N. E. France; directors, Wm. 
McEvoy, Woodburn, Canada ; E. 
W. Alexander, and R. C. Aikin. 
The vote is highly complimentary 
to Canada, in that Wm. McEvoy 
received the largest vote of any 
of the directors, the number of 
his votes being 500 The next 
meeting will be held in Detroit in 
the fall of 1908. It will be very 
convenient for the attendance of 
Canadians. Let there be a good 
delegation. The splendid feel
ings of reciprocity between the 
bee-keepers of the United States 
and Canada is one of the out
standing good things that should 
be encouraged.

* * *

Miss Trevorrow has in this 
issue a thoughtful, chatty and 
witty contribution. We trust 
that she may continue to con
tribute, and that others may take 
her advice. Her patriotism is of 
the right sort. We are very 
much encouraged at the interest 
that is being shown by our 
readers. Articles have been com

ing in freely, as also has new 
subscriptions. The Department 
of Agriculture has given us the 
names of two thousand bee
keepers in Ontario. We have to 
thank our genial secretary, Mr. 
Hodgetts, for this. It involved no 
small amount of labor. We are 
sending out circulars to these two 
thousand. Many of our readers 
and subscribers may be among 
them If such be the case, pass 
the circular along. The discus
sion at our late Convention 
showed clearly that those most in 
need of the Bee Journal were 
those who took no bee journal, 
and who experienced such great 
losses during the last winter and

Prof. Cook, p. 1496, thinks it 
likely that if eggs of the bee-moth 
are laid just outside the hive “ the 
wee larva will, as soon as it is hatched, 
betake itself to the combs.” If Prof. 
Cook said he knew that to be so I’d take 
his word for it ; but as he only says it is 
likely, I greatly doubt it. Has any one 
ever seen a young bee moth larva of its 
own accord as much as % inch distant 
from its base of supplies?—Dr. C. C. 
MILLER, in Gleanings.

Right you are. Dr. We would 
be inclined to disbelieve it, even 
if the good Professor said he did 
know it.

* » *

It was our intention when we 
took over the Journal last October 
to enlarge its dimensions the first 
issue of the new year. We have, 
however, changed our minds in 
deference to the number of pro
tests we have received. Many 
would like their bound volumes 
to continue in uniformity. They 
claim, also, that the present size 
is the most convenient to handle 
and read. Any increase, there

fore, th 
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fore, that we make in the future 
will be by way of an increased 
number of pages.

* * »

We are receiving a French 
Bee Journal, “Revue Universelle,’’ 
which we would like to pass on 
to some one of our French readers 
who would giye us translations of 
any items that may be thought of 
interest to our Canadian readers. 
Unfortunately forus,we must plead 
ignorance of the French language. 

* * *
We would again remind our 

readers of the Brant district con
vention, which convenes in
Brantford on Jan. 2lst, 22nd, 23rd,
at. the Court House. Several 
prominent bee - keepers have 
stated their intention to come. 
It cannot fail to be very interest
ing and instructive. Mr H. G. 
Sibbald will be on hand with a 
new and complete wax extractor 
of his own des'ign, and will ex
plain same fully. The first 
session begins at 7.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 21st.

1 * *

Mr. Henry D. McIntyre, of Galt, 
Ont., writes us as follows :—“ I 
took special notice of your method 
of outdoor wintering in the last 
C. B. J. That is the honey board 
pryed loose. According to my 
experience that is good advice, 

when we \ir j_ Alpaugh advised me to do 
ist October the same thing, and he has been 
ms the first successful. What size entrance 

We have, d0 you recommend for medium 
- minds in to strong colonies in eight frame 
>er of pro- hives with honey board loosened ? 
ed. Many What has been your average 
id volumes winter loss for the last two years 
lity. They with the honey board loosened ?” 
iresent size Mr. Alpaugh is a good bee- 
to handle keeper, and we are glad to know 

;ase, there
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that his idea and practice co
incides with our own. Our winter 
enhance is about 4 inches by half 
for all colonies strong and weak ; 
and frequently during the winter, 
when keeping the entrances free 
from snow, we run a doubled up 
piece of wire into the entrance to 
ensure its being kept open, and 
not blocked up by ice or dead 
bees or other causes. This 
should be done at least half a 
dozen times during the winter, 
and especially in the early spring, 
when the bees begin to get active 
and start house-cleaning. What 
our winter losses have been dur
ing the past two winters we really 
could not say, as we kept no 
systematic record thereof. They 
have been very small, however. 
We think we can say truthfully 
that we lost no hive that retained 
its queen and was populous enough 
to come through. We have 
brought through some hives that 
was so light in bees that we 
hardly expected to see them alive 
in the spring.

The HAM & NOTT CO. new 
season’s Catalogue of Bee- 
Keepers’ Supplies just issued 
is one of the neatest publications 
of the sort we have come across. 
The line of goods offered is very 
comprehensive, and the cuts and 
descriptive matter full and clear. 
The Company purpose giving this 
new department of their business 
special attention, and bee-keepers 
will find that their wants will be 
carefully and promptly attended 
to. Anyone can have a copy of 
the list referred to by.dropping a 
card to The Ham & Nott Co., 
Limited, successor to Goold, 
Shapley & Muir Co.,Brantford,Ont.



10 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL Jan. 1908. Jan. i

Notes aid CiBRcils
BY J. 1. BYER

In Gleanings for December 15 
Mr. Allen Latham gives some 
interesting data relative to amount 
of stores consumed by colonies 
wintering outdoors during the 
months of December, January, 
February, and March. On Decem
ber 1 st 30 colonies were weighed, 
and again on April 1st. The 
result showed the surprisingly low 
average loss of a little less than 8 
pounds per colony. Mr. Latham 
takes it for granted that outdoor 
wintering and cellar wintering are 
on a par with the first of December, 
and after the first of April in his 
locality : and hence naturally con
cludes that there is not the differ
ence in consumption of stores in 
favour of cellar wintering that has 
been generally credited to that 
system. In the opening of his 
article he wonders how many bee
keepers know by actual trial how 
much their colonies consume dur
ing the four months of inactivity. 
In common I suppose with many 
others, the writer pleads guilty to 
not knowing by “actual trial"; 
and while the average loss of Mr. 
Latham’s colonies is much less 
than I would have guessed, yet 
from observation of cellar wintered 
bees around me, I have never 
believed there was as much differ
ence in matter of stores consumed 
as has often been claimed by advo
cates of cellar wintering. It is 
interesting to note that these 30 
colonies, with the exception of two 
weak ones, had entrances wide 
open—one inch deep and thirteen 
inches wide—all winter long. 
Editor Root, commenting on this 
fact, thinks that such a wide

entrance would prove disastrous 
in more northern localities, and 
broadly hints that even in Mr. 
Latham's locality (Norwich,Conn ) 
still better results would be ob
tained if smaller entrances were 
used. Be that as it may, while I 
have never tried as large entrances 
as advocated by Mr. Latham, yet I 
would sooner risk the very large 
entrances than the very small 
ones as advocated by some. With 
me the latter nearly always spell 
disaster ; and with very strong 
colonies I would not be afraid of 
tae extra large entrances, provided 
the colony had abundance of pro
tection over and around the hive. 
In the same issue of Gleanings 
friend Bowen of Niagara Falls 
gives some equally interesting 
figures relative to the amount of 
stores that will be added to a hive 
by feeding a given amount of thin 
syrup at different periods.

Of syrup made of equal parts of 
sugar and wate- a colony was fed 
6 lbs. at each feed on the following 
dates Sept. 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15, 
and 17th, in all 42 lbs. of syrup or 
21 lbs. sugar. On September 19 
the colony weighed 19 lbs. more 
than on Sept. 6, before any syrup 
was given. Here, again. I am 
surprised at the results, as in some 
colonies, fed in practically the same 
way this past September, I feel 
sure the loss was much greater 
than was the case with Mr Bowen’s 
bees. But as I did not weigh my 
hives before or after feeding, I 
have no figures to offer. By way 
of excuse for such lax methods, 
would say that my hives are nearly 
all packed and quite bulky, which 
makes weighing very difficult. 
How do I know if they are heavy 
enough for winter ? Simply by
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Simply by

looking over the frames in the 
early fall, and being sure always 
to err on the safe side. I know 
some good bee-keepers—among 
them Mr Sibbald—who use a single 
walled hive, and yet rely upon 
their judgment, instead of goinjg to 
the trouble of weighing each 
hive.

While scales may be the surbst 
way to guard against light colonies, 
still with the majority of experi
enced bee-keepers they are a by no 
means an absolute necessity In 
connection with the subject of 
consumption of winter stores, it 
just now occurs to me, as I write, 
that a few years ago Mr. Sibbald 
was telling me that he had proven 
by actual experience that celler 
wintered bees consumed much 'less 
during Winter than did those left 
in the summer stands Last spring 
friend Sibbald reported splendid 
success in wintering one apiary 
outdoors, and as near as I can 
determine he will continue to 
winter that same yard on the sum
mer stands. WThile I am not 
insinuating that such is the case, 
yet I wonder if it is barely possible 
that he may have revised his 
opinions as to excessive consump
tion of stores.

My own very limited experience 
with cellar wintering has led me 
to think that the actual consumption 
of stores while in the cellar was 
somewhat less than in colonies out
doors, owing to the fact of more 
brood rearing going on in the 
latter. But after being set on the 
summer stands, the stores of cellar 
wintered bees would disappear in a 
hurry, and by the time of fruit 
bloom the cellared bees were in 
some cases lighter than others 
that had been outdoors all winter.*

A. C. Miller, in Dec. iisue of the 
Ameriean Beekeeper, writing under 
the caption, ‘ The Controlling of 
Swarms,’ says :—" All queens are 
clipped before they are introduced, 
and if a swarm issues in my 
absence the queen is usually lost in 
the grass, and the bees returning, 
settle down to business, and accept 
one of the young queens Now 
and then a swarm departs, but the 
loss does not begin to equal the 
cost of preventing it. It took me 
a long time to find that out, but I 
am now convinced that such is the 
case."

Mr. Miller says his strain of 
bees is not prone to swarm, and 
unless locality or some other factor 
enter into the proposition, I can 
well believe that his bees are out of 
the ordinary as far as swarming is 
concerned

Certainly, with me, if an old 
queen is lost by being clipped when 
swarm issues, just as soon as a 
young queen is able to fly, the bees 
will swarm bvbry timb, even if at 
the close of the honey season and 
no honey coming in.

It makes no difference whether 
the bees are Blacks, Carniolans, 
or Italians, under the conditions 
outlined, a swarm will always 
issue. In August of 1906 Mr. 
Jacob Alpaugh was at my place, 
and in walking through the apiary, 
I pointed out three very strong 
colonies which 1 knew had queens 
three years old ; in fact one queen 
was four years old, and as a 
consequence I was desirous that 
these colonies should be re-queened 
before going into winter quarters. 
The honey season was just at a 
close, and practically no nectar was 
coming, or did come in for nearly 
three weeks. Friend Alpaugh’s
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opinion was asked as to what 
would be the action of those 
colonies if their queens were 
hunted out and destroyed, and he 
predicted that they would be quite 
sure to swarm. As we expected 
to be around home and in a position 
to be in the yard every day for a 
time, by dint of hard work in the 
early morning the three queens 
were found and destroyed, and the 
bees allowed to build queen cells 
at their own sweet will. In two 
out of the three swarms, results 
were as anticipated by Mr. Alpaugh, 
I admit, much to my surprise. 
Remember, these colonies had 
never offered to swarm during the 
honey flow, although very strong 
all the time, yet on removal of the 
old queens they would swarm even 
when there was no honey coming 
in. Do not understand me to 
favour this method of re-queening ; 
the experiment was simply carried 
out to see whether swarming would 
take place or not. At different 
times just at the close of the honey 
flow I have neglected to make a 
thorough examination of an out- 
yard to find out swarming inten
tions, and whenever old queens 
were lost, swarms would issue 
after the flow was over ; in fact I 
have lost more swarms at that 
season of the year than at all other 
times combined. As we do not get 
much of a fall flow, swarms are not 
of much value, and consequently 
in the rush of the work we are not 
so particular in looking into every 
hive, as is the case in the earlier 
part of the season. Anyway. I am 
positive that if we were to trust to 
the bees to “settle down to busi
ness and accept one of the young 
queens," instead of “ now and 
then a swarm departing," every

colony that would have the privi
lege of raising a young queen 
would, if not prevented, depart for 
parts unknown.

R. F. Taylor, of Lapeer, Mich., 
is strongly opposed to the practise 
of queen clipping. In Dec Review 
he gives his reasons, and thinks 
that he has made out a good case 
against clipping queens, but person
ally methinks stronger reasons 
than those given by friend Taylor 
will have to be produced before the 
host of extensive producers who 
practise clipping will be induced to 
abandon the system. Attention is 
called to the fact that when more 
than one swarm issues at the same 
lime with clipped queens, "there is 
apt to be a lot of mixing. This 
is true, but some of the worst cases 
of “ mixing " we ever experienced 
was when the queens were not 
clipped. And in such cases queens 
were balled, and the final results 
not nearly as satisfactory as when 
we were able to have each queen in 
a separate cage and divide up the 
mass of bees pretty much as desired. 
Mr. Taylor points out that where 
the first swarm for the day clusters, 
subs quent swarms are apt to 
follow suit, and if perchance said 
first swarm should light on a high 
tree, and any following swarm 
happen to have a flying queen, a 
number of swarms will be lost. In 
a number of years’ work with 
clipped queens, to the best of my 
knowledge the combination of high 
trees, flying queen and a large 
mass of bees, has not yet occurred ; 
and while such a condition is no 
impossibility, yet the chance is 
so remote as not to occasion 
any alarm. Mr. Taylor further

(Continued on Page 36)
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A SPLENDID WINTERING CASE

By D. MEUSER

I have sent you, under a separate 
cover, a picture of part of our 
apiary of 55 colonies, run for ex
tracted honey. The other part is 
on the other side of the honey 
house, and would look much better 
on a picture, but the sun was just 
setting and the light was not favor-

to set in four colonies, back to 
back, with four inches space for 
packing all around. The alighting 
board is made of two pieces 2 in. 
and 3 in. wide, fastened together 
with a small butt hinge. The outer 
3 in. piece acts as a door when 
closed, and serves to keep the snow 
from the entrance during winter, 
and also to keep the sun from 
shining into the entrance in the

PACKING CASE USED BY MR. D MEUSER

able to the photographer. The 
other is a picture of the packing 
case I use. It is made in six parts 
of half-inch pine (except the floor, 
which is fa in. pine flooring,) and 
is put together with hooks and 
eyes. It is also made deep enough 
to accommodate a full depth super 
on top of the brood chamber if it 
is found necessary,and large enough

spring, and thus alluring the bees 
to flyout and die, when the weather 
is too cold for them to return.

[Your alighting board in two 
pieces is very ingenious and useful. 
It is quite a nuisance to be hunt
ing up boards to leau against the 
case to shade the entrance, and 
often times they are blown down, 
—Ed.]
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WINDBREAKS

HOW TO HAM CANVAS SHIELDS

Bv A. J. HALTER IN Gliianinos

When the forest is being deprived 
of its foliage it behooves the bee
keeper to make final preparations 
for wintering bees, especially those 
located in the northern regions.

A great many beet are placed in 
cellers, and some in trenches, while 
a large part are left on their sum
mer stands, in which case wind
breaks are of great value. How
ever, for some reason these wind
breaks are greatly neglected, lum
ber and labor at times being quite 
an item.

The past two seasons I have used 
canvas, such as is used on harvester 
machinery or straw carriers, and 
find it quite durable. It is from 
4 to 5 ft. in width. A great many 
binders or farm machinery are 
yearly sent out on trial, and are 
returned, slightly used, to their 
respective agencies. The canvas, 
however, is generally replaced be
fore the machine is again offered 
for sale. This canvas can be pur
chased at a reasonable price, and by 
giving it a coat of oil it is made 
waterproof.

When the bees are all packed for 
winter, drive a few fence-posts and 
tack the canvas against the posts 
for several hours, and the work is 
done. During summer remove the 
canvas and roll it up until again 
needed for future use.

Bees wintered in cellars by all 
means should be protected by wind
breaks when set out in spring. 
During March and April, bees that 
fly out in search of pollen or water 
become chilled by the cool winds, 
and are lost in great numbers within 
a few feet of their hives. This has

a tendency to weaken the colonies, 
causing what is known as “spring 
dwindling.’’ When windbreaks 
are piovided, bees do not come in 
contact with these cool currents of 
air unless they venture a certain 
distance ; and when returning home 
they are apt to arrive more safely 
when once within the boundary 
limits of wind breaks.

The past season has certainly 
proven the value of protection 
against wind and chilly weather.

A few dollars spent in this direc
tion will be a great benefit to the 
bees. Now is the time to make 
preparations.

Man moves in a mysterious way 
his blunders to perform.—Hubbard.

The Cempenlen u e Christmas Gift.
Nobody is too young, nobody too old, to 

enjoy reading The Youth's Companion 
For that reason it makes one of the most 
appropriate of Christmas gifts—one of the 
few whose actual worth far outweighs the 
cost. Welcome as the paper may be to 
the casual reader on the train, at the 
office, in the public library, it is, after all 
the paper of the home. The regularity 
and frequency of its visits, the cordial 
sincerity of its tone, make for it soon 
the place of a familiar friend in the house, 
Like a good friend, too, it stands alway 
for those traits and qualities which are 
typified in the ideal home, and are 
the sources of a nation’s health and true 
prosperity. Is there another Christmas 
present costing so little that equals it

On receipt of 1.75, the yearly subscrip
tion price (with 50 cents added for extra 
postage on Canadian subscriptions), the 
publishers send to the new subscriber all 
the remaining issues of The Companion 
for 1907 and the Four-Leaf Hanging 
Calendar for 1908 in full color.

Full Illustrated Announcement of the 
new volume for 1908 will be sent with 
sample copies of the paper to any addrei 
free.

THE YOUTH’S COMPANION,
144 Berkeley Street, Boston, Mass
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FOUL BROOD

By Wii. McEVOY

From 1875 to 1890 I had been 
curing diseased apiaries in a private 
way for the bee-keepers, and from 
1890 to 1907 I had charge of the 
whole Province under the Govern
ment, which placed me in a 
position to find out and learn more 
about the true condition of things 
.than any man in the Province of 
Ontario.

Now what did I find is the ques
tion and the one that I will answer 
first. I found foul brood in 37 coun
ties and 1 r cities. Did it originate in 
these 37 counties and 11 cities? 
No, positively no, it did not. This 
awful spread of foul brood was all 
the result and outcome of selling 
and shipping of diseased colonies 
all over Ontario. In the fall of 
1889 Mr. Gemmill saw that the 
whole bee industry of Ontario was 
going to be wiped right out if some
thing was not done, and done 
promptly to stamp out foul brood, 
and it was through the untiring 
efforts of Mr. Gemmill that the 
Foul Brood Act was passed in 1890, 
and to Mr. Gemmill belongs the 
credit of saving the bee industry of 
the Province of Ontario.

I was appointed inspector in 1890, 
and the first thing I did was to ask 
het Government to get 10,000 foul 
brood bulletins published with my 
methods of curing diseased apiaries 
of foul brood. I knew that I was go
ing up against a mountain of work, 
and wanted these bulletins to help 
me out. These were published 9,500 
in English and 500 in German, just 
what I asked for. I then started 
on my rounds through the Province 
and before leaving a place I report
ed to Mr. Pringle (the President)

how I found things, and whtre I 
was going to next.

In the Canadian Bee Journal for 
Sep, 1890, Mr. Pringle reported that 
his “astonishment was ripened into 
dismay” at what I was finding. 
In that letter to the Journal Mr. 
Pringle gave me great credit for 
the curing that I was doing and 
the way that I managed the busir 
ness. It was a big job to get dis? 
eased apiaries cured by wholesale 
in 37 counties and 11 cities where 
foul brood colonies had been ship
ped into, and from them had spread 
to other apiaries. The disease had 
to be hunted up and pointed out to 
the people and every one fully in
structed how to cure their diseased 
apiaries of foul brood, and then 
given every possible chance to do so.

In 1903, the Departmeut of Agri
culture thought that it would be 
a good thing to get me to write 
up my methods of curing diseased 
apiaries of foul brood, and have it 
sent out in the Annual Report of 
the Ontario Bee-Keepers Associa
tion. I agreed to this, and asked 
to have it sent out in 20,000 bul
letins besides, 18,000 in English, 
1,000 in French and 1,000 in Ger
man. All this was done. No 
Province or State in the world had 
as much foul brood at one time as 
the Province of Ontario once had. 
I got many hundreds of apiaries 
cured in my time that were once in 
a bad state with foul brood.

The remnants of the disease that 
spread from the sales of foul brood 
colonies will soon be cured.

“Some people,” remarked the demor
alizer “ never seem to be around when 
wanted.”

“Well,” rejoined the moralizer, "it is 
better to be absent when wanted than 
to be present when you are not wanted.”
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INTERESTING GERMAN ITEMS
Translated by JACOB HABERER, Zurich, Ont.

The East African Bees and the Negro.
If the negro finds a colony of 

bees, he will smoke them out and 
take possession of the combs ; he 
will not fear a few stings. He puts 
up his booty in a practical way : An 
underlayer of banana leaves will 
serve him as a solid package, a few 
twigs and ferns on top, and then 
tightened with a number of vines 
and so adjusted that it will form a 
good handhold. By the appearance 
of the bundle no one would suspect 
such a sweet content. If my ser
vant, a cunning Mschumba negro, 
a very good bee-hunter, comes 
home from such an expedition ; he 
carries in one hand a bundle weigh
ing about io lbs, shaped like a large 
cabbage head ; in the other one, 
something lighter. Do you want 
honey Bawana (Mister)? If I say 
yes, he will set the large package 
on the table, on opening the same a 
blinding white lot of combs floating 
in honey on the green leaves will 
appear. His price is 54 farthings 
for about 4 Kilo. (4 lbs.) of pure 
comb honey. Strained honey is 
worth from 8—15 cents for a beer- 
bottle full. The small bundle is 
for his own use ; on request he will 
open it and show you some brood 
combs. My astonishment will elicit 
from him the explanation : that 
these tender, white little creatures 
in the cells, just before they get 
sealed and evetf partly sealed ones, 
would make the most delicious meal 
a man could think of, and would 
give him great strength. He then 
showed how he would boil them in 
a pot and eat pounds of them at 
one meal. The man may be right.

I told him he would destroy the 
bees by eating their children, but 
he was wise enough, and said he 
left all the little ones, so he could 
get more of the choice honey and 
brood combs in the same place, as 
soon as the wet cold weather would 
be over. We see here that even 
the roughest, uncultivated African 
will try to preserve the natural 
source. That the bees are very 
important for that colony may be 
seen from the fact : that in the first 
quarter of 1905 from the German- 
East-African Coast alone 93,202 
Kilogram (about 190,000 lbs) to the 
value of $51,210 were exported. 
This product stands in third line of 
the export goods, only rubber and 
kopra ahead of it. Lately the bees 
increased fast in the neighborhood 
of the European plantations, so 
that they are rather a little trouble
some about dwelling houses. The 
most of their honey they get from 
the rubber tree, but it has a bitter 
flavor and is not fit to eat, so the 
compensation in the rubber plan
tations is thus very small for the 
trouble they cause there.—Muncher 
Bienenzeitung.

Bee-Keeping and Prosperity.
After 14 years I returned again 

to that part of the country where I 
started bee-keeping, and visited 
many bee-keepers. To my surprise 
I found mostly that the good, care
ful bee-keeper was also a good 
housekeeper, and prosperity existed. 
On the contrary, even well-off but 
careless and neglecting bee-keepers 
were, as a rule, in miserable circum
stances, and as poor householders. 
If we open our eyes and look 
around neighbors and members, and 
find their bee-stand in proper shape, 
we will find the household also in
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good order. Just as the bee-stand 
is, so the keeper, and as the keeper, 
so the bee-stand. If anyone would 
ask me, " How is such and such a 
man getting along? Can I give 
him credit?” I would say, "Take 
a look at his bee-stand, and you 
will be informed.’’—Hans Heiger, 
in Muncher Bienenzeitung.
Ripe Honey.
* A sure sign of honey being ripe 
enough : If you hold a comb with 
adhering bees horizontal for two 
minutes and no honey will drop out 
the same is ripe enough, no matter 
whether the honey were sealed 
or not, if only part of the cells are 
contracted.—(The Biene.)

In a recent German article about 
foul brood, it says :. " In Denmark, 
good results were obtained with 
the American methods of Mr. 
William McEvoy."

EARLY CLIPPING OF QUEENS

BY JAS. STOKER

Friends Byer and Holtermann 
are having a little friendly scrap in 
the bee journals over opening hives 
and clipping queens’ wings in 
March. When two professional 
doctors cannot agree, how are the 
novices to decide which is right? 
Locality bears the blame of a good 
many differences of opinion on 
nearly all the subjects written on in 

I bee-keeping, and it looks as if it 
had something to do with this case 
too. Friend Holtermann lives away 
in the south and west where we 
might expect the weather to be a 

I little milder than in the county of 
I York, where Mr. Byer lives, and 
I still a little further north, in 
iVictoria County, where I live.

While Mr. Holtermann may be 
clipping queens’ wings in March, 
our bees, if wintered in cellar, are 
not out of their winter quarters till 
March is all gone ; and if outside 
the shade boards or front of hives 
are not removed till the first or 
second week in April, some seasons 
perhaps a little earlier, and some a 
little later. From a note in my 
diary, I find bees were taken out of 
cellar last year, March 30th, all 
alive. It would have been better 
for them to have stayed in winter 
quarters another month. The chief 
point of discussion, however, seems 
to be the loss of queens by early 
opening of hives. My experience 
is the same as friend Byers’. I have 
found queens bald — their wings 
torn off and in general poor con
dition, and the hive soon raises a 
new queen. That is almost a total 
loss for that hive in our part of the 
country.

My practice for years has been to 
commence the work inside the hive 
when honey begins to come in. 
You can then do a great deal more 
work in the same number of hours 
than can be done in the very early 
part of th* -ason

money in 
Poultry

If you know how to get it 
out. We show the way. 
On our regular staff are 
the world's most famous 

poultry experts. Amongst 
them Prof. A. G. Gilbert, 
Dominion Experimental 

Farm, Ottawa ; Prof. W. R Graham. Ontario 
Agricultural College, Guelph ; Rev. J. N. 
Williams, B.A., England ; H. S. Babcock, Provi
dence, R. I. Dozens of other well known 
poultry men and women write for us, telling of 
their experience. 48 to 72 pages monthly, full 
of interesting and instructive reading matter 
and high class engravings. All poultry—nothing 
but poultrv. Mailed anywhere in Canada, one 
full year for 50c. or three years for$i.oo. 30th 
continuous year of publication. Address

CANADIAN POULTRY REVIEW,
The People’s Popular Poultry Paper.

184 Adelaide St. West, Toronto, Ont.
Standards and other books free for a little work.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR BEGINNERS

By H. A. SMITH

The question has often been 
asked- “When does a beginner 
cease to be a beginner?” The 
question has never been answered, 
yet every bee-keeper can look back 
and remember the time when he 
got over some of his ‘ ‘ squeamish
ness” and blundering, and com
menced to do things which ignorance 
and fear prevented him from accom
plishing during the first few seasons 
of his bee-keeping experience.

At the same time the element of 
fear or nervousness often causes 
beginners to manipulate their bees 
in a way which resembles straining 
at a gnat and swallowing a camel. 
A beginner thinks it must be a 
beginner's lot to have to climb trees 
and chase around after swarms, 
putting himself in danger of break
ing his neck or getting badly stung, 
but he almost faints at the idea of 
clipping the queen’s wing to pre
vent all this. I might say right 
here that I am writing this from 
experience. It was a great wonder 
I did not kill the first queen I tried 
to clip. I had always worn har
vesters pig-skin mitts when work
ing with my bees ; I clearly saw 
that I must discard them if I wish
ed to succeed in doing those num
berless things which grow to be a 
necessity as one's apiary enlarges. 
I therefore got a pair of fingerless 
gloves, and proceeded to clip my 
first queen. I had to screw my 
courage up to a, terrible pitch to 
handle those bees with bare fingers 
in looking for the queen. At last I 
found her, and managed to catch 
her between thumb and forefinger. 
My hand shook ; my fingers spread 
apart ; and her majesty dropped to

the ground. It was not such a hard 
job taking hold of her now she was 
away from the rest of the bees, and 
so I lost some of my nervousness. 
I clipped her wing without receiving 
a sting during the whole operation. 
Before night I had opened hives 
which were nearly search-proof and 
clipped their queens. Let me say 
to the beginner who has not yet 
clipped his queens : clip two queens 
if you nearly collapse in doing so ; 
after that you will want to clip 
everything in sight.

Some beginners never get to be 
anything else. The more a begin
ner observes and studies his business 
the sooner he ceases to be a begin
ner. One of the things which I soon 
learned was that bees are much less 
apt to sting close to the hive than 
a few feet away. In handling 
frames of cross colonies, they seem 
to think your hands are part of the 
frame, and crawl over them without 
stinging, but they are very apt to 
sting your hands if they come in 
contact with them away from their 
home a few feet. When the begin
ner realizes this fact, he will be 
taking one more step toward get
ting out of the beginners class.

A beginner is very apt to fool 
away a lot of time and money in 
trying different hives and ap
pliances. When he realizes that 
the man and not the hive governs 
his success, and finally settles down 
to one kind of hive, it is another 
sign of the “beginner ceasing to 
be a beginner.” I don’t mean to 
say that just any kind of a hive 
will answer, because there are 
hives used by some men which I 
would not use if they were given 
to me and paid to use them.

There are a great many other 
things which go to make up the
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preliminary experience of nearly 
all who take up bee-keeping. I am 
not in favor of learning everything 
by experience, but the things I 
have mentioned are generally over
come only by experience, as very 
little help is given the beginner 
along these lines in bee literature. 
The journals of to-day are the 
greatest help to those who can 
largely help themselves, and many 
a beginner gives up in despair before 
he gets fairly started. Common 
seftse has much to do with a begin
ner’s advance, but when his apiary 
grows to fifty or more colonies, then 
he simply has to "cease to be a be
ginner,’’ or cease to be a bee-keeper.

The beginner must not suppose 
that all the perplexing questions 
are solved when he shakes off some 
of his fear and awkwardness. It is 
likely he will decide he knows far 
less than he thought he knew, when 
he used to climb around trees,hiving 
swarms.* However.it is the unsolved 

I questions which give the charm to 
lour occupation. There would be 
I no fun at all in bee-keeping for me 
I if there was nothing to find out.
| A beginner ceases to be a begin

ner before he realizes it. He catches 
Jon to the numberless necessary 
kinks, and then when he looks back 
upon his old way of doing things, 
it seems years and years ago, and 
causes a queer sort of chill when he 
imagines himself running his bees 
by his old methods.

The queen is the foundation of 
Ithe whole colony, and therefore I 
pill ask you to excuse me for saying 

mething more about her. There 
ire a number of reasons why she 
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fine day, several colonies will take 
a notion to swarm at the same time, 
and cluster together, queens and all. 
I am not going to suggest a remedy 
for this mix-up, but I would have 
every beginner prevent it by 
clipping his queens and keeping 
them at home. Another advantage 
in clipping is in keeping track of 
the age of queens. She should not 
be allowed to live over two years, 
unless she is a very choice breeder.

As I said before, a bee-keeper 
never gets to " know it all ” about 
his business. Perhaps this is a 
good thing, however, as it acts as a 
safety-valve in preventing over
crowding our occupation. It is 
largely a business of detail, and 
only the best men survive the be
ginners’ stage, and come to the top 
after heavy losses, and eventually 
make a success of bee-culture.

The election of U. S. National 
B-K. A. officers resulted as follows: 
president, Geo. E. Hilton ; vice- 
president, Geo. XV. York; secretary, 
W. Z. Hutchinson; general 
manager, N. E. France; directors, 
Wm. McEvoy, E. W. Alexander 
and R. C. Aikin.

The Hurley Printing Co. 
would be glad to hear from any 
bee-keepers who may be in need 
of business stationery or labels of 
any kind. It is our intention to 
prepare a special label for ten and 
five pound pails. We would be 
very pleased to receive a few 
samples of labels from those using 
them, in order that we may have a 
better idea of what may be re
quired in this line. We can supply 
immediately letter heads, bill
heads, envelopes or anything in 
printing that you may need.
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HOW TO CHECK SWARMING 
AND GIT THE GEEATEST QUANTITY OF 

EXTRACTED HONEY

Bv Wm. McEVOY

When the right time comes to 
put supers on all strong colonies in 
either 8 or io Langstroth hives (or 
any other of this size) I lift a comb 
of brood up into the super and leave 
the queen excluder off just then so 
that the queen can go up, a thing 
she will quickly do, and in a few 
days the super will be filled with 
brood. I then raise this super up 
and put on another one, but before 
doing this I lift up two combs of 
brood into it. Shake the queen 
below, and then put on the queen 
excluder. In about six days later 
I lift up two more combs and put 
two empty combs in their place, for 
the queen to use, as she will by this 
time be found wandering over the 
combs of brood, hunting for cells 
to lay in. The lifting up of brood 
and the putting of empty combs 
time after time in the centre of the 
brood chamber brings a greater in
crease in bees, and has always given 
me much larger returns in extracted 
honey than I could ever get any 
other way.

We will n^w turn our attention 
to one of the most valuable parts of 
all, and that is the brood I lifted 
above the queen excluder where it 
was fed so well and left there 
until all capped In the fore 
part of the season I take part of 
this fitted up brood from one 
super and part from another until I 
get enough to suit me and then tier 
it up here and there on colonies not 
so strong, and have it all hatched 
out on these in a few days without 
the loss of one cell of brood. This 
booming of several colonies with so

much all capped brood builds 
them up so fast that when the real 
honey flow comes on I don’t find 
much difference in any of the col
onies in the whole apiary. Bees 
run this way work with much more 
vim, soap and life than I could ever 
get them to do under any other 
system. Of course it will be noticed 
that I run the queens for all they 
are worth, a thing I certainly do, 
and with the exception of a few 
very choice queens I requeen every 
colony every year.

In the Canadian Bee Journal for 
November, page 350, Mr. Wm. L. 
Couper asks how to get the greatest 
quantity of extracted honey. I 
have written this in answer to Mr. 
Couper's question.

[The above was intended for the 
December issue for Mr. Couper’s 
benefit, but was not to hand early 
enough to secure insertion. How 
ever, it is equally timely in this 
issue. We venture to say that 
many others may well profit by the 
method suggested. For the last 
two years we have followed this 
plan ourselves—having received the 
hint from Mr. McEvoy—and we 
can truly say that its results are| 
surprising—Ed ]

“Jas. J. Hurley, the new editor 
of Canadian Bee Journal, says in 
that journal, page 296, 'Ontario 
bee-keepers ought to be proud of I 
the fact that they have among them 
a man of such world-wide distinc
tion as Mr. McEvoy, of Woodburn 
Right you are, friend Hurley ; and] 
what a good fellow Mac is besides." 
—Dr. C. C. Miller, in Gleanings.
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HEATING HONEY TO PREVENT 
GRANULATION.

On Saturday, Dec. 7th we had a 
very pleasant call from Mr. Wm. 
Beuglas, of Plattsville, Vice-Presi
dent of the Oxford Bee-Keepers’ 
Association, having driven to 
Pi.intford, a distance of some 
twenty miles. Mr. Beuglas is a 
very successful and enthusiastic 
bee-keeper, having got ten thousand 
pounds of honey this season from 
one hundred and twenty five col
onies, and put away this fall one 
aundred and seventy-five colonies.

He has so developed his home 
-market, as to be able to dispose of 
most of his crop within his own 
district. He had with him a 
sample of his extracted honey, 
which was of a very fine color and 
rare flavor. The flavor was very 
peculiar to our taste, and very much 
unlike our own clover honey. This, 
he explained, was owing to the 
presence, in some considerable 
degree, of thistle honey. If that 
rare flavor is the result of thistle, 
then we must express our regrets 
that we have no thistle in our 
neighborhood. Mr. Beuglas gives 
particular attention to his honey 
after extracting, and by careful 
storing and covering, preserves the 
aroma that others, who are care
less, allow to evaporate. He says 
his customers want honey that will 
not granulate. This he supplies. 
By heating the honey immediately 
after extracting, to 140 degrees, he 
is able to assure his customers that 
the honey will not granulate. The 
following is what he writes on the 
subject :—

According to my experience and ob
servation, if honey is heated immediately 
after it is extracted, the results obtained 
will be much more satisfactory than if

left for a week or so before being put 
through the heating process. Much care 
should be exercised in the heating of 
honey, which should not exceed much 
over 140 0 Far., and a gentle motion kept 
up by stirring, so that it may be evenly 
heated. I would further conclude that 
the granulation process commences the 
very day honey is extracted. By the 
immediate application of heat, granula
tion is evidently practically prevented. 
The agitation of honey in any way, when 
cold, whether filling small receptacles or 
being carried in a conveyance of any kind, 
hastens granulation.

Mr. Beuglas winters outside, and 
covers two hives together with 
earth ; pits them as you would po
tatoes, so to speak. High enough 
to be dry and well protected on top. 
One feature of his system surprised 
us very much. He says that his 
bees will not consume more than 
five or six pounds of honey during 
the winter, to March 1st, at which 
time he looks carefully after feeding. 
He uses' a ten ':rame hive, only 
seven inches deep. We expressed 
great surprise at the small quantity 
of honey consumed, but he insists 
that this is correct. His statement 
seems to be somewhat confirmed by 
what appears in Gleanings of Dec. 
15, page 1563, in an article written 
by Mr. Allen Latham, who gives 
the weight of 30 hives going into 
winter quarters and their weight at 
the end of March—four months. 
The average consumption was 
slightly less than eight pounds per 
colony. This consumption is much 
smaller than we had supposed 
possible, but we must accept 
this evidence. How he feeds 
in the early spring, we overlooked 
asking him. We trust he will let 
us have an article soon, describing 
his system in detail.

The above article should have 
appeared in December issue, but 
was unavoidably crowded out—Ed.

>
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Beginners’ Department
By B. G. HAND

During the cold weather the bees 
should be left severely to them
selves, as any disturbance has a 
tendency to make them restless, 
which in turn causes them to con
sume more honey, wear out their 
vitality, and in several ways inter
fere with ideal wintering conditions. 
The nearer the bees remain to a 
state of absolute quietness and rest, 
the more slowly is their stock of 
vitality expended. In fact when 
they are in perfect condition in their 
winter quarters, the demand on 
their vitality is almost nil, and, if 
they can be kept in that perfect 
condition, they will live for several 
months with practically no loss of 
vitality. But it is very seldom that 
all conditions for wintering are per
fect, so that there is nearly always 
more “wear and tear’’ on the 
vitality of the bees than there 
would be if every condition were 
exactly as it should be. One great 
essential for good wintering is that 
the bees shall not be disturbed from 
outside, as anything which jars, or 
even touches the hive, will cause 
more or less disturbance to the bees 
and waken them from their 
slumbers. It is pretty hard of 
course for the enthusiastic beginner 
to keep his hands off the hives for 
four or five months at a stretch, but 
he should do it as far as possible. 
It does, perhaps, little harm to go 
quietly into the cellar with a candle 
once in a while just to see that the 
bees are staying there all right, or 
to quietly raise the cover of an out
side winter case on a soft day, and 
gently shove a hand under the top 
cushion to feel the warmth of the 
bees underneath, but it seldom does 
any good beyond satisfying the

curiosity which prompts the action. 
If bees are known to have gone into 
winter with insufficient stores to 
carry them through the winter, or 
if an accident happen to them or 
their hive during the cold weather, 
they will need attention ; otherwise 
the less they are played with be
tween now and spring the better.

Be sure there are no mice in your 
bee-cellar, for these little brutes 
will make all kinds of mischief with 
the bees. A mouce chewing at the 
combs in a hive, or gnawing at the 
wood of the hive or frames, does 
not make good music for the bees 
to sleep to. Set poison or traps, 
whether you see the mice or not, 
and keep them set. If you have a 
mouce-proof cellar, of course, this 
is not necessary, but very few cel
lars are mouse-proof—at least, it is 
frequently hard to persuade the 
mice of the fact. If mouse tracks 
are seen to any extent on the snow 
in an outdoor apiary, get after the 
“varmints’’ as quietly and effect
ively as possible, but don’t open a 
hive to get a mouse out. Put some
thing outside that he will want to 
come out for, and get hurt while he 
is trying to get it.

And now, during the long winter 
nights, is the time of all times to 
learn a whole lot about bees by 
reading up a good bee-book—an 
up-to-date, new one. If you have 
not got one, get one, and get it 
quick. You may succeed in keep
ing bees without one, but you will 
never be a bee-keeper.

[Mr. Hand’s articles have proved 
very valuable for beginners. One 
beginner has just purchased all the 
back numbers containing these 
articles. We would specially re
commend them to those who intend 
to take up bee-keeping.—Ed ]
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SPARKS FROM THE FIRES OF 
CONVENTION

By Miss TRKVORROW

" Coming events cast their shad
ows before.” Saw ye not the 
shadow of the coming president in 
the officiating vice. Congratula
tions, Mr. President.

The Ontario bee-keepers take 
the palm forgiving the least trouble 
and disturbing the uniform neat- 
ness of the rooms, less than any 
body of people that convenes at 
the York County Council Chambers.

If you want to be sure of this, 
ask the caretaker ; he knows.

Many ways and means were dis
cussed for raising the price of honey 
to an altitude that would be satis
factory to the bee-keepers. A 
committee was appointed to formu
late a scheme to be forwarded to 
county associations. Until this 
scheme brings forth fruit of Big 
Prices we can leave the question in 
the hands of the Honey Exchange 
|Committee, who have shown such 

knowledge of honey values as to 
ave suggested right prices every 

fear since first appointed. Keep 
ight on, gentlemen of the H.E.C. 
ublish prices as early as possible, 
tour ad. made better reading than 
fairy tale this season.
How is that, now? "The side 

f a cell is the bottom, the opposite 
ide is the top, the bottom is one 
iide and the top the other.” If 
|his be wrong, please correct in 
rour next issue.
How those foul brood scales did 
trade the atmosphere. Now will 

rou know foul brood when you see 
again ?
Equation—If it takes eight years 
nstant exercise of four given 
les to keep one apiary free from

disease, how many years and how 
many rules will it require to clean 
that "awfully dirty” apiary that 
one of our inspectors described, and 
what are the rules.

Now that the bee-keepers of our 
Association are showing such a 
strong disposition to assist the foul 
brood inspectors in banishing dis
ease from the apiaries of Ontario, 
would it not be wise to go a step 
farther, and ask the Government 
to issue some form of license to 
bee-keepers, that would restrict the 
business to those who would be 
amenable to the rules that con
tribute to healthy conditions. It 
might prevent irresponsible people 
from planting diseased colonies 
broadcast through the province.

Why should not bee-keepers 
register their colonies ? Why ?

Just as we had learned that honey 
must not be extracted from the 
brood chamber on any account,some 
one advocates the moderate use of 
the extractor to clear the b. c. for 
brood. Doesn’t he know that 
moderate usings often lead to 
excess ?

Have a care how you use the 
word ‘ ‘ Pure ’ ’ on labels. The law 
is to be amended regarding it, and 
the eye of the bee-keeper is upon 
you.

Maple sap must not be used to 
clarify beeswax, lest the uninitiated 
be persuaded to purchase it for 
maple sugar.

Gloves may be used to handle 
cheeses, but not your beeses

Query—If our American cousin 
saw such evidence of knowledge 
and thorough acquaintance with 
matters pertaining to apiculture, as 
to persuade him that the Ontario 
bee-keepers were quite capable of 
"taking him in," and possibly a
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change of subject to one that he 
was more familiar with would be 
hii best play, what would the Pro
fessor think if those very same bee
keepers should allow their nation’s 
only bee journal to die, for want of 
contributed support ?

While he might pay tribute to 
their ability as speakers and de
baters, he would be justified in 
questioning their loyalty.

Help the Editor.

WINTERING TWO QCnr.ENS 
IN ONE HIVE

By ISAAC BAL.MER

I have been watching Mr. 
Alexander’s Plural-Queen System 
with much interest. He now tells 
us in Gleanings that every queen 
has disappeared, but one in each 
hive.

I have no doubt but what most 
bee-keepers expected it. Mr. Root 
felt confident such would happen.

Mr. Alexander is of the opinion 
that the queens fought to a finish.

The editor of Gleanings thinks 
the bees themselves take a hand in 
the matter, on the principle that 
economy and retrenchment are the 
order of the day. Mr. A. now 
would like to know whether it is 
possible to keep two or more queens 
with one colony of bees after the 
honey flow is over.

Mr. Root says : ‘ ‘ We now 
raise the question whether it is 
practicable to practice this dual or 
plural-queen system, even with the 
use of perforated zinc, after pros
perity has begun to wane."

I am quite satisfied that two 
queens will not live together in one 
hive, even with zinc placed between, 
as it would be too easy a matter 
for queens to sting each other

through zinc, except in a case of 
two storeys and a queen in each, 
then it would be a rare thing for 
two queens to meet on an excluder.

Two years ago I introduced two 
weak colonies by the screen system, 
which I have made from screen 
door material, with by strips 
around, the same size as hive. 
It was late in the fall (my hives 
being 12 frames—L. ) when I tried 
the experiment. I made sure that I 
had one queen on one side of the 
hive and the other on the other side, 
with a solid division board in the 
centre, fitting so tight that either 
queen would have to go around by 
the entrance to get at the other.

They were wintered outside, with 
the entrance right opposite the 
division board, so that the bees were 
always mixed up whenever the 
weather was warm enough for them 
to move about, the f entrance 
being fé by about 3 inches. The 
queens came through all ri.qht. 
Both were laying in the spring 
until I took one away to give to a 
queenless colony.

I repeated the same last winter 
also, with the same success. There 
was brood hatching last spring from 
both queens, when I removed one 
to a queenless colony.

The above proves beyond a doubt, 
in my mind, that bees will not kill 
a queen after she has acquired the 
same scent as themselves. They 
are quite satisfied to let the queens 
settle that matter between them 
selves. Now, Mr. Editor, that 
question of Mr. Couper’s is a hard 
one to answer. My home yard 
here is something the same ; a light 
flow and well stretched. The best 
way that I could find was very 
much like the one he speaks of, 
that is, let the colony swarm, place
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the swarm on the old stand, and 
take the old hive to a new stand 
and remove all queen cells but one. 
It is better than placing the old 
hive on top of the new one, as the 
old queen is still there; she is 
likely to make preparation to swarm 
again. If increase is not wanted, 
kill the old queen, and double up 
with the old hive, by the screen 
system, and extract from that hive, 
as it will be all new honey and 
have queens always young.

[The above plan of wintering 
two queens is an excellent one, and 
we are greatly pleased that you are 
able to report such success. The 
adoption of this plan with a number 
of hives is a splendid insurance 
against queenless colonies in the 
spring, in that you have reserve 
[queens for any colonies that may 
[lose their queen during the winter. 
iPlacing one of these reserve queens 
in at once when nrood rearing is 
just starting would practically save 

|all such hives.—Ed.]
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THE DOUBLE-QUEEN SYSTEM

Mr. J. E. Chambers gives the 
iollowing description of his plan of 

ving two queens in a hive in 
leanings, (page 1582). Its chief 
int to us lies in the fact that by 
double queen excluder, you can 

;eep the two queens apart so that 
ev cannot fight as they would on 
single sheet of excluder. We 

itend to do some experimenting 
is spring along this line ourselves, 
is a great thing to have two 

eens lading just at that period of 
ic year when brood is wanted, and 
[hen there are enough bees to take 
ire of it :
"My plan of using two queens 
«templates the employment of a
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device to separate entirely the 
queens and to keep the bees in an 
isolated condition. This secures 
for the apiarist all of the 
advantages claimed for the two- 
queen plan, without the fuss and 
uncertainty of a long process of 
preparation and introduction of 
queens. Briefly described, it con
sists of a board, the size of the top 
of a hive, with a large opening in 
the middle. This opening is 14 
inches long and 10 wide, and is 
covered top and bottom with wire 
cloth. There is also a one-inch 
hole covered with excluding zinc 
in each corner of the board, and a 
flight hole in the rear. This com
pletes the device. When using, it 
is laid over the main hive, and 
another body is placed on it. A set 
of empty combs is put in, and a 
young laying queen in a cage is 
given. The cover is then put on 
and the operation is complete.
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Soon quite a few bees come up 
through the holes in the corners 
that are covered with zinc. These 
soon take up with the caged queen 
and gnaw her out. A new entrance 
is established through the flight- 
hole in the rear, and in a few days 
another colony is established ; but 
the severance is never complete, 
and they can never be reunited. 
After a start is made, brood-rearing 
goes on quite fast, for, even though 
the number of bees with the upper 
queen is not great, the heat coming 
up through the wire cloth furnishes 
all the warmth needed. I run for 
extracted honey only ; and when 
the flow is once on I remove the 
board ; and the colony, now grown 
very powerful, is all together.

Though this plan has its defects 
I know it gives me good results. 
With the ordinary deep hive- 
bodies it would have some serious 
faults ; but with mine that are only 
six inches deep, two bodies below 
and one above, with two extra 
bodies for surplus room, it is ideal. 
It is no trouble to establish a colony 
in this way, as it takes only a hive, 
a queen, and a set of combs, and 
the bees do the rest ; and just 
think what colonies—180 lbs. of 
honey in the short space of fourteen 
days tells the tale. ’ ’

CLARIFYING BEESWAX
By E. D. TOWNSEND, Rbmvi, Mich.

Mr. E. D. Townsend, of Remus, 
Mich., has also been good enough 
to send us a very valuable paper on 
rendering wax. The following 
paper will be read by him at 
Saginaw, at the coming State Con
vention. We thank him very 
much. Read it closely :

It was about twenty-five years 
ago that a patron brought in some

beeswax that was the finest I had 
ever seen up to that time. Since, 
I have seen some on exhibition that 
was clarified equal, or perhaps bet
ter than this sample. You may be 
sure I pumped this individual for 
all I was worth, until I knew, in 
theory,all about rendering beeswax. 
This especial lot of wax was in 
cakes, the size and shape of a brick : 
and about the first question I asked 
about this wax was : ‘ ‘ How did 
you get it out of the tins, as there 
is no slope to the sides of the cakes. 
His reply was something as follows 
“ This wax was not caked in tins 
at all, but instead, five basswood 
boards, in. thick, cut in the 
following sizes, were used : the 
base or bottom of the box was cut 
about 8 by io inches, two end 
pieces, 2 by 4 inches (these should 
be cut very accurate, ) two side 
pieces, 2 by io inches. This com
pletes the box, only you will needj 
a stop nailed on each side of thi 
base ; then a wedge, to wedge u 
the box solid. Set up the box s 
the inside dimensions are 4 by 
inches, and 2 inches deep. Thi 
material must be planed, and thi 
joints made very smooth. Now, 
were we to fill this box with wax at 
it is, the wax would stick, and 
hard to get out, even with thi| 
knock-down box. To prevent thi: 
soak the box in water for two o| 
three hours before using, and t 
wax will come out smooth and nia 

Handled as I am about t| 
describe, there will be no crackinj 
of the cakes in cooling The pn 
cess of clarifying is as follow 
The wax is melted in a comm 
No. 9 wash-boiler, first putting i| 
a pail of water ; then filling t 
boiler with the wax to be clarifie 
until the wax is within two inch
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A tub the size of the boiler, or a 
little larger is placed under the 
wax-press, and the whole contents 
of the boiler are put through the 
press. As many tubs are used as 
we have meltings of wax, or rather, 
the number of meltings we put 
through in one day. The next 
morning the wax is cool in the tubs 
and is removed, and all the dirt 
rinsed off that we can conveniently, 
end the wax stored away until all 
the wax has been rendered, and 
treated this way.

Now we are ready to clarify the 
wax. Procure a large wooden box, 
the larger the better, although you 
may be able to get along with a 
moderate sized one. This is to 
chop your wax up into small pieces 
in. Now put two pails of clean 
water into your boiler and fill up 
with wax to be clarified. When 
melted, set in the warmest place 
you have, but not on the back of 
the stove, or where there is any 
fire, for this would keep the sedi
ment stirred up, the very thing you 
must avoid. Now wrap the boiler 
of melted wax in blankets, to keep 
warm, for it must be kept in the 
liquid form for about six hours, to 
be sure of the sediment being all 
precipitated. At the end of this 
time there will be a black scum on 
top of the wax, which must be re
moved ; then you are ready to cake 
the wax. For commercial purposes 
we cake in ten-quart tin pails, being 
sure that they are perfectly clean 
before using. Do not make the 
common mistake of putting water 
in the pail before filling with wax. 
If you do, the cake will be rough on 
the bottom, and will not appear 
well.

Procure a quart tin dipper, and 
as soon as your wax is scummed, 
proceed to dip it into little pails, to 
cake for market.

There is a little knack in dipping, 
so as not to roil the liquid ; let the 
bottom of your dipper go down into 
the wax first. That is not quite 
the idea either. It’s more like this: 
Dip your dipper into the wax as if 
you were going to dip out a dipper 
full, but do not let the lip, or rather 
the top of the dipper sink into the 
wax more than one-half or three- 
fourths of an inch, then carefully 
let the bottom of me dipper sink 
down until you have a full dipper, 
then lift it out carefully so as not 
to roil the liquid, as I mentioned 
above.

You can usually dip three cakes 
from each melting, before the sedi
ment begins to show. That part 
of the wax that is left in the boiler 
is removed when cool, and the 
bottom of the cake washed in clean 
water, and is then ready to be 
melted with the next melting.

Only one lot is melted a day. 
This gives plenty of time for the 
sediment to fall to the bottom of 
the melted wax, and for the cakes 
to cool.

Handled this way, the wax is so 
cool that the cakes do not crack in 
cooling. ,

I shipped Dadent and Sons 
between three and four hundred 
pounds of wax clarified this way 
last winter. This is what they say 
about it, under date of March 21st, 
1907 : “ This is one of the very 
finest lots of beeswax that we have 
ever received, and we compliment 
you on the neatness and skill in 
which it was rendered and 
packed.”
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THE FOUL BROOD SITUATION 
IN CANADA

The Editor of Gleanings has 
been making enquiries of the 
Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. 
Mr. Monteith, in reference to the 
prevalence of foul brood in Ont
ario Below we print what the 

. Editor says, and the Minister’s 
reply. It will be seen that his 
reply conforms very much with 
the opinion we expressed in a 
former issue.

A little question arose among some of 
our subscribers in Canada as to whether 
the facts were correctly given in our 
columns in regard to the foul-brood 
situation in Canada. In order that we 
might have the exact facts from an official 
source, we wrote to Mr. N. Monteith, 
Minister of Agriculture for the Province 
of Ontario. First, we enquired the 
number of apiaries that had been examined 
and the number in which foul brood had 
been found. It had been further stated 
that the inspectors, having exceeded the 
limit of the funds appropriated by the 
legislature—namely, $1200.—had been 
called off, leaving the work unfinished.

The following letter from the Minister 
of Agriculture explains :

Dear Sirs:—I am in receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ult., in which you ask 
for a statement of the work performed 
by the Apiary Inspectors in Ontario dur
ing the past season. The expenditure 
for this work was approximately #2300, 
and the details are as follows :

Total visits paid ............................ 733
“ number of apiaries examined 663
“ hives in apiary examined.. 14,993
“ apiaries showing signs of foul 

brood.................................. 264
It should be borne in mind that the 

inspectors were, in almost every case 
working in suspected districts, and the 
relative proportion of infected apiaries 
should not, therefore, be regarded as ap
plying to the provence as a whole.

The inspection work was continued 
until about Nov. 1st. after which date, 
principally on account of the shortage of 
the honey crop, it was not considered 
advisable to prolong the work.

N. MONTEITH,
Toronto, Dec. 3. Minister of Agriculture.

HONEY DROPS
FOU COUGHS AMD COLDS

We have been favored with the 
following letter from Rev. Brother 
Columban, O. S. B., St. Mary’s 
Abbey, Buckfastleigh, Devon, 
England. He is a reader of 
The Canadian Bee Journal, 
and we thank him very much for 
the information contained in his 
letter. We have sampled his 
Honey Drops and must pronounce 
them excellent. It is a very nice 
confection and is easily home
made. We hope to have some
thing more from his pen in the 
near future :—

I am very pleased to see that 
the Canadian Bee Journal is 
entering upon a new era, which I 
heartily wish and trust will be 
prosperous.

Also very glad to see my 
Honey-Cake receipt, reprinted in 
the October number. Bee-keepers 
cannot be reminded too often, 
how many times they might 
dispense with the services of the 
Doctor if they were to make a 
more liberal use of that quint
essence of all the sweet treasures 
and healing properties which the 
Creator has stored in the cups of 
the floral world, and any recipe 
that helps in any way a more ex-1 
tensive use of honey, should 
always be welcome in a bee
keeper’s home, more especially ini 
those countries where, either on 
account of the exuberant liberality | 
of nature or bad trade, it is con
sidered worth only a few centsl 
per pound. Unfortunately for usl 
here in England, honey is scarce] 
and dear this year.

I enclose a sample of honey] 
drops and recipe for making]
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same, which may prove handy in 
the season of coughs and bad 
colds. It would hardly be 
possible to find anything more 
soothing to a sore throat as they 
melt slowly in the mouth. 
Children and grown up people as 
well are very fond of them. Their 
usefulness have been proved over 
and over again, and although I do 
not advertise them for sale, I 
receive repeated orders from 
people who have had the chance 
of tasting them.

The following is the way of 
making them :

Take one tablespoonful of malt, 
and about one pint of water. 
Boil for ten minutes slowly, then 
strain the water and pour it back 
intQ the saucepan. Then put 
into that water one pound of 
sugar and about three ounces of 
honey. For reasons too long to 
be explained here, not more than 
three ounces of honey should be 
used. Boil the mixture and stir 
until the sugar is dissolved well. 
While it boils take off the scum 
and impurities which rise on the 
surface. Boil the mixture to 113 
degr. Reaumur. The way of test
ing whether it is boiled enough 
or not, is to take a little with a 
spoon and dip it into cold water. 
If then it breaks or cracks like 
thin glass, it is boiled enough. 
Care, however, must be taken not 
to overboil it. The next operation 
is to pour the mixture on a smooth 
[flat marble or slate and let cool 
for a few minutes. If it has run 
too thin on the marble, double the 
ake like two sheets of cardboard, 
en, before it gets cold, divide it 

apidly into little squares with a 
iharp knife, and the honey-drops 
re finished.

. 89

I should have mentioned that a 
little table oil must be rubbed on 
the marble or slate before the 
mixture is poured on it.

Br. COLUMBAN, O.S.B.

WHAT KIND OF FEEDERS?

Enclosed please find my cheque 
for $1.50 for two years’ subscrip
tion to your valuable journal. 
You took over the direction of 
The Canadian Bee Journal 
just in time to prevent me from 
committing a great blunder in 
transfering by freight 32 colonies 
of bees during November. Your 
advice in the October issue was 
good ; and the best of it is, you 
gave the reasons why not to move 
the bees so late. Thanks ! I was
going to subscribe for--------------
but now it would be useless, as 
your paper has grown in infor
mation under your direction. 
Let us keep our money for our 
Canadian bee papers. Success 
to your energy, Mr. Editor. Don’t 
forget the Contents for the whole 
twelve numbers of 1907, and may 
they be more complete for this 
year, as it is a saving of time in 
reference.
5?. It is quite important to have 
good feeders. I bought five or 
six different kinds, and found 
none perfect. What do you think 
of a feeder made of galvanized 
iron, that would hang at four and 
one-half inches from the top at 
the back of the hive, robber and 
water proof. The bees in the 
hive could get at the feeder 
through a hole seven-eighths of 
an inch in diameter. This feeder 
you can remove in an instant. 
The top of the hive would not 
be interfered with, thus its heat
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would be retained, and the feed
ing done at any time in each 
season. Would you object to 
that hole ? I am going to try 
some of them next season if you 
don’t give good reasons for not 
using them. Last season was a 
poor one around here. We had 
no crop in the fall, and had to 
feed liberally in August. I would 
be glad to write for your Journal 
sometimes, but my English edu
cation is not perfect enough.

Rev. J. U. CHARBONNEAU. 
Saint Hyacinthe, Que.

[Your English is quite good 
enough. It is quite as good# as 
some we get, written by th'ose 
who know no language but the 
English. We thank you for your 
subscription and your compli
mentary remarks about the im
provements in the Bee Journal. 
Your feeder ought to be a very 
good one. But we would not re
commend it. It seems a bit too 
expensive, and we do not like the 
hole. This would be a nuisance 
to be plugging up all the time, 
unless you put swing lugs on to 
cover the holes. The feeding 
device would no doubt be good 
so far as the bees are concerned, 
but we think it bothersome and 
lacking in simplicity. Again, it 
would only work with hives 
setting on their summer stands. 
If you were wintering outdoors, 
you could not very well use it 
without removing your packing. 
But it is just possible, however, 
that if the device is your own, 
you may succeed with it better 
than any method we could recom
mend ; especially in view of the 
fact that you have tried some 
other feeders and did not care for

them. As a rule humanity wants 
its own way of doing things, and 
so long as the principle upon 
which those things are done is a 
correct principle, we cannot find 
much fault with a variation of 
methods. It you feed your bees 
in the spring on the summer 
stands, the best feeder that we 
can advise is the Alexander 
feeder. This obviates the neces
sity of opening the hive. It is 
only necessary to lay it down at 
the back of the bottom board and 
draw the hive back over it. You 
can also refill from the outside 
without disturbing the bees, and 
can remove it instantly by push
ing the hive forward to its old 
position on the bottom board. 
The above is the best we can 
advise if you do not wish to feed 
from the top. There are many 
methods, different bee-keepers 
having worked out their own 
way; hence we say, if you like 
the method you have suggested, 
and don’t mind the expense nor 
the annoyance of the hole in the 
back, persevere with it. The 
principle is all right, but we 
think the hole a little too small 
for the bees rushing backwards 
and forwards to take up the| 
feed quickly. Perhaps some o 
our experienced bee-keepers will 
be kind enough to offer the Rev. 
J. U. Charbonneau some advici 
upon this matter.—ED.]

Jan.

Tl

BOUND VOLUMES OF THE C.B.J.

If any of our readers wish theiij 
Bee Journals bound up, we willl 
very pleased to bind them. Thj 
charge will be 50c. We have sor 
of each month of 1907 left over,and 
will supply these bound for $i.5(|
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THE ORIGIN OF THE 
"HONEY BOARD."

In speaking of your best means 
of winter cover in your December 
issue, you exclaim, “Why it is 
called a honey board we cannot 
understand.’’ If you had been a 
bee-keeper thirty years ago, as my 
father was, you would understand 
perfectly the seemingly inappli
cable term. A great change in 
bee-keeping, as in everything else, 
has taken place since then ; and if 
a bee of 1870 could have lived until 
1907 and have found itself in a 
modern hive, it would feel about 
as strange as a man of the seven
ties transferred suddenly from his 
log cabin to a city flat.

The great need of the honey 
board was evident upon the change 
from the old fashioned one storey 
box hive, which was destroyed to 
get the honey, to the moveaole 
frame hive. Now the bees are 
to reside in the first flat and have 
their storeroom in the second, but 
the frames of the home (or brood- 
nest) are totally unfit to support 
the weight of the honey-box, which 
might be any shape. So a board 
h interposed, being laid on the rim 
of the broodnest, and supporting 
the box containing the honey 
combs. This board was thus 
raised by the rim so as to allow a 
ibee-spaee above the frames of the 
]broodnest and another below the

I box. But how were the inmates 
to reach this pantry ? Easily

:rs wish theij 
ip, we will V 
l them. 1N 
Ve have sor 
7left over,.ml 
and for $iô<j

while he operated (without a 
smoker) on the honey box, tilting 
and arranging it so as to induce 
the bees to build decent straight 
comb

The rims of a modern hive now 
sit very properly one above the 
other, and, as no weight rests 
on the combs, and one has a 
smoker to show the bees their 
place, no old-fashioned “honey 
board ” is necessary. But the 
name clings to a similar piece of 
bee furniture which resembles it 
in everything but the slots or 
doors, and which is placed over 
the top rim as a first cover. So 
the trap door is changed to a roof, 
but retains its original name 
“honey board,” or board which 
supports the honey box, and with
out which no honey could be 
comfortably taken.

As for your cloth covers, they 
would serve as excellent air and 
moisture passages if not propolis- 
covered. Cushions my father used 
only over honey boards, as they are 
easily removed and replaced when 
one wishes to examine the hive. He 
uses now only the honey board as 
you do for winter cover, leaving a 
tiny air space, and finds it com
pletely satisfactory.
Woodstock, Ont. H. L. H.

nswered. Three spaces were left 
icross the whole width of the 
‘ Honey Board ” for their conveni- 

:e. These openings were pro- 
ided with little trap doors, so that 
it the keeper’s convenience he 
light shut the bees down below

[That is an interesting bit of 
history. It is the first lucid 
explanation we have had of the so- 
called “honey board.” “H. L. H.” 
is too modest, and we feel obliged 
to take the liberty of giving her 
away. It would be a distinct loss 
if the 11 father ’ ’ referred to was 
left unknown The father is none 
other than our good old friend J. B. 
Hall, of Woodstock, who has been 
called the “ Comb Honey King of
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Canada " There you have it. If 
Miss Hall has any boards to fire 
at our stupid head for this dis
closure, we will simply have to 
dodge or take the consequences— 
that's all. We are glad to learn 
that we have been following and 
recommending the practices of this 
thirty - year wise - acre. Thirty 
years a bee-keeper ! What stories 
he could tell ! We hope we can 
induce Miss Hall to give us some 
more of his reminiscences. So, 
we have the origin of the honey 
board, and, like most everything 
else, it has passed through a process 
of evolution So far as we are 
concerned, we do not wish to rob 
it of its name. It is a very dis- 
tinctn e name, and inasmuch as its 
use is very distinctive and im
portant, we will allow its name to 
remain. The difficulty with the 
cloth cover is, that if it be not 
covered with propolis, the bees 
will soon make it so, and the air 
condenses upon it ; and then there 
is the matter of cost in renewing 
it. No, give us the honey 
board ! We sincerely hope that 
Miss Hall will again favour us with 
a bit of history of that “ Thirty 
Years’ War” with the bees ]

“ADAM" ALPAUCH IN THE 
CARDEN OF EDEN

Just a few lines for the C.B.J. 
I am continually getting mail 
which has first been sent to Dobbin- 
ton, my former address I might 
just say that until further notice 
my address will be Eden, Ont. 
And just for the benefit of those 
who does not know where Eden is, 
I might say that it is a very small 
place five miles south of Tillson- 
burg, on the C.P.R. to Port

Burwell. We moved here about 
the 20th of November. There are 
quite a lot of bees kept around here 
when times aie favorable, and 
very few when they are not. I 
have already got acquainted with 
some six or eight persons who 
keep a few colonies, but not one of 
them pack or put away their bees 
for winter. Some put on a top 
storey, and put some packing in it ; 
otherwise just let them sit around 
as they were sitting through the 
summer. They tell me bees don’t 
do very well here, and for the life 
of me I cannot see how they could ; 
but from the amount of alsike 
clover they tell me that is grown 
around here, I cannot see why 
bees should not do well. I have 
decided to give them a trial in this 
section.

I think this place should 
have been called the Garden of 
Eden. At least I have decided to 
play Adam while I am here.

J. ALPAUGH.
Eden, Ontario, Can.

HE IS PLEASED

Our reader in Montcalm County, 
Quebec, writes us as follows in 
reference to the articles published 
last month about rendering wax, 
and clarifying same :—

I return you many thanks for publish
ing so able an article on rendering wax. 
I used a wax press which I bought from 
the Ham & Nott Co. last autumn, and 
my extractor is a steam wax extractor 
from the same firm. My failure was ini 
cleansing and cooling the wax, wkich| 
your correspondent has so well emi ha- 
sized.—Simeon Mirkault, Ste Marii 
Salome, Montcalm Co., Quebec.

Jan.
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HONEY DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA 
EXHIBITION, 1907

A scarcity of honey last year in 
the Ottawa valley, followed by a 
very bounteous supply of the very 
choicest this season, forcibly re
minds one of the good old law or 
principle of compensation. Ye 
Western Ontario apiarists in quest 
of honey, come east, to the many 
flourishing bee-keepers in the basin 
of, the Ottawa. In accord with 
things in general, up, too, goes the 
price of honey, to stay, if possible.

The bulk of honey exhibited 
was not up to the normal ; but the 
quality, appearance and attractive
ness of display were excellent. 
Mr. and Miss McLaughlin, of 
Cumberland, and Mr. Fraser, of 
Daniston, were the exhibitors, the 
first having the largest show. 
While we gladly welcome new ex
hibitors, and encourage them as 
much as possible, we are always 
sorry to miss the older, familiar 
faces, who compete for several 
years, and then silently drop out. 
This year the “vacant chair” is 
the one that Mr. W J. Brown so 
long and so successfully filled, 
[Some people we meet, and don’t 

Jcare if we never see them again ; 
;s published Bothers so favorably fix themselves 
iering wax, Ion our memories that we long tp 

" e and know more of them. To 
this latter class Mr. Brown belongs. 

The judge’s decision resulted in 
iving Mr. McLaughlin io firsts 
id diploma, i second and 2 thirds ; 
iss McLaughlin, 2 firsts, 7 seconds 
id 1 third ; and Mr. Fraser 1 first, 
seconds and 3 thirds.
The nature study of the bee, etc., 

Mr. McLaughlin, was a very 
portant, attractive and entertain- 
g part of his show. He had an
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observation hive, and carefully 
selected samples of queen cells with 
royal jelly, cells destroyed by rival 
queen, egg and larva and nymph, 
illustrating the development of 
worker and drone, nests of bumble 
bee, wasp and hornet, with a few 
of their inmates ; bee enemies, and 
bee products, and uses of honey. 
Perhaps, at some future exhibition 
he may add to his long list pressed 
and mounted honey - producing 
plants, hives from the bee-gum, box 
and straw-skep to the modern frame, 
the “ good ” old-fashioned mode of 
dumping comb, brood, etc. in a bag 
and then squeezing, to bring the 
honey out, contrasted with the re
fined, clean, extractor plan.

“ APIS.”
[The above was sent to the C. B. J. 

some time ago, but by some means, 
never reached us. An explanation 
was asked for, and “ Apis,” on 
being informed that his first copy 
had gone astray, was good enough 
to send it to us the second time. 
We congratulate our friends of the 
Ottawa valley on their good fortune 
in having received a good crop this 
year. They have fared better than 
their Ontario brethren.

Mr. McLaughlin’s exhibit must 
have proved very interesting. We 
hope to see his “ Nature” exhibit 
at the Toronto Industrial next 
year .--Ed.]

Mr. Joseph Bradley, of Camp
bells Cross, under date of Jan. 1st, 
writes as follows :—“ Your Bee 
Journal is well worthy of praise. 
Everyone who has even two or 
three hives should take it.”

The Hurley Printing Co. 
will be pleased to receive your 
orders for binding the C.B.J.
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COMB HONEY vs. EXTRACTED

I am well pleased with the 
Canadian Bee Journal, and I hope 
you will have health to continue to 
make it profitable to us all. I have 
been keeping bees a great many 
years and there is a lot about bees 
that I know, but there is a whole 
lo T do not know.

take several journals and study 
them very closely, to see if there 
is anything I can add to my system 
of managing, as I am always try
ing to improve.

I tried producing comb honey 
some few years ago, by the old 
system of putting supers on and 
trying to coax the bees up by 
putting bait sections in, and all 
other methods, but failed and gave 
it up ; but continued to study the 
nature of our pets, to find out what 
I could do with them, in the way 
of forcing them to build fancy 
comb hoftey. I have succeeded so 
far, both in producing fancy honey, 
and having the right style of a hive 
to do it with. We want, for pro
ducing fancy comb honey, a large 
colony of bees and a small hive, or 
a hive we can make small any time, 
whenever the honey flow demands it.

I intend to go to Brantford Con
vention, and I will give you my 
method of producing comb honey, 
in my humble way, if desired.

In reference to your remarks on 
page 374 Canadian Bee Journal, 
about comb and extracted honey ; 
which is the best ? I will leave 
that to the consumer. It is all a 
matter of taste, something like the 
Indian about his Mrs. ; or the man 
that kissed the cow.

You say that there is no food 
value in wax, as it is difficult to 
digest. I will admit that ; but

how much wax is there in all any
one would eat. Then you say that 
the wax must first melt in the 
stomach. For my part, I think 
that is where the unhealthy part 
comes in with your customers— 
heating them up so hot to melt the 
wax. The bees make wax to store 
honey in. That is true. But what 
is nicer on the most elaborate table 
(or the most humble, either, if it 
comes to that) than a nice dish 
filled with a fancy piece of comb 
honey, to tempt the eye as well as 
the stomach.

You say that it is more profitable 
to produce extracted honey.

It may be to you and a majority 
of bee-keepers, but for my part I 
know I can make more money pro
ducing comb honey. I can get as 
much per colony, and nearly double 
the price. D. ANGUISH.

Jan. m
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[Glad to hear from you, friend 
Anguish. If more of us would 
realize that, notwithstanding what 
we know, there is a lot more to 
learn, the bee-keeping industry 
would improve, and we would not 
hear so much about winter losses. 
Your idea of a small hive for pro
ducing comb honey is correct, and 
we are pleased to learn that you 
have made it a success. We will 
be very pleased to see you in 
Brantford, at the coming district 
convention. In reference to comb 
honey vs. extracted, would say 
that if your trade demands comb I 
honey, by all means supply it. The 
public must be supplied with what [ 
it wants.—Ed.]

. WANTED-
Istroth brood 
I win ter feedin 
I Box 48a, Toroi

|Bee-Ke

Index for Vol. 15, 1907.—Ac-1 
companying this issue will be found 
an Index to Volume 15, which 
closed with our December number.
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Wk would kindly ask our subscribers 
not to send us one dollar and fifty cents 
in settlement of two years* arrears. We 
will not accept less than two dollars. 
Two years for one dollar and fifty cents 
can only be allowed when paid in ad
vance. There are a large number behind, 
who have paid no attention to our letters. 
After this month, all these will be cut off 
the list, and the amount put in Court for 
collection. There are quite a number 
who have been beating the C.B.J. It will 
be permitted to continue no longer.—Bn.
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Wail and Exchange column
Advertisements for this colum will be received 

at the rate of 35 cents for 25 words, each addi
tional word one cent. Payments strictly in 
advance, as the amounts are too small to permit 
of book-keeping. Write copy of add on a sepa
rate sheet from any other matter and on one 
side of the paper only. Say plainly how many 
times ad. is to be inserted. M .tter must reach 
us not later than the 23rd of each month

EXCHANGE—An Edison’s Concert Phono
graph m exchange for next year's Honey. Can 
make your own Records. Lots of fun ; or will 
buy your honey.—G. A .DEADMAN, Brussels, Ont.

WANTED—One hundred lbs. Honey in Lang- 
stroth brood frames, or unfinished sections for 
winter feeding.—Address, P. H. HAMILTON, 
Box 482, Toronto Junction, Ont.

1907.—Ac-1 
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ALL FOR

$3.00

Bcc-Kccpcrs:
We have been doing business for 

20 years.
Everything in the line of Bee Supplies 

at Right Prices.
Shipping facilities of the best.
Our Goods are well made, practical 

and up-to-date.
Our Improved Model Bee Hives (taking 

L frames) are the best hives in use 
to-day.

Improved Proceas Comb Foundation.
Beeswax made up for Customera by 

same process.
Bingham Patented Bee Smokers.
Hardy Italian Bees and Queens.
Illustrated Catalogue FREE.

|IEESWAX WANTED - For which highest
lice will be paid, either in cash or trade.

! W. JONES, Bedford, Que.

Poultry News
HELPS YOU MAKE MONEY

25 Cents Yearly 

Write for Sample

PAUL F. WILLIAMS
PUBLISHER

New Brunswick, New Jersey, U.S.A

60 YEARS* 
EXPERIENCE

Patents
Trade Marks 

Designs
..... Copyrights Ac.

Anyone sending a sketch and description me- 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
Invention le probably patentable Communlca- 
tlone strictly confident ini. HANDBOOK on Patents 
sent free. Oldest agency lor secnrlngpatents.

Patent» taken through Mutm A Co. twelve 
------- Ithout charge, in theserial notice, withoutDCC MU TH/l-bOO, IT I 111 VISU vu«n KP| tu tuu

Scientific American.
A handsomely Illustrated weekly. Largeet cir
ca].tlon of any eclentlflo Journal. Terms for 

a year, postage prepaid. Sold by

IteaSEll*
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
(Continued from Page ia.)

says —“ However, swarms are 
not by any means partial to 
high trees, and it is very seldom 
that they will cluster out of reach.” 
Here again, locality, or something 
else, must cut quite a figure, as a 
row of evergreens some 40 ft. in 
height, near the home yard, stands 
as a vivid reminder of the many 
times ladders had to be called into 
use before clipping was resorted to. 
The disagreeable experiences with 
these evergreens and the bees, on 
boiling hot days, were the influ
ences that caused me to first 
contemplate clipping the queens, 
as I think fully 30 of the swarms 
persisted in clustering out of reach. 
As something better than clipping, 
Mr. Taylor recommends a good 
queen trap. Have had very little 
experience with these articles, but 
according to the verdict of a num
ber of extensive apiarists who have

used them, they are, as Mr. Taylor 
in a former issue of the Review 
expressed himself relative to queen 
clipping, ‘‘an unmitigated nuis
ance.” Certainly, I for one, if 
forced to abandon the clipping of 
queens, would be at a loss as to 
how successfully manage an out- 
apiary. ______

Weather so far this winter, here 
in York Co., at least, has been 
very favourable for the bees. 
While up to date (Jan. 1) there 
has been no suitable day for a 
flight since the middle of Nov., 
yet we have had no extreme cold, 
and as a consequence no flight has 
been needed. Through here, bees 
went into winter quarters not 
nearly as populous as is usual, and 
it is hoped that the winter will 
continue moderate, so that heavy 
losses will not be general.

A new volume of the C.B.J. starts with 
the current issue. Subscribe now.

ITALIAN QUEENS

r. r. adams,
Aplerlst 

lew Perl 
Brentford, Can.

Bc|OW PARK ITALIAN QUEENS are 
recognized among Canadian Bee- 
Keepers as a good reliable strain of 

bees. The demand for them has steadily 
increasecTfrom year to year.

If you intend re-queening next season, I 
will be pleased to correspond with you now. 
The stock is as good as careful breeding and 
proper attention can make it.

I expect to further increase my queen
rearing facilities another year, and will give 
the business the same careful attention as in 
previous years.

— Prices for 1908

p. r. adams.
Apiarist 

lew Pari 
Brantford, Can.

Untested, eoch $1.00 
Tested, each $1.50

Six. -5.00 
Six. $8.00

Twelve, $ 9.00 
Twelve, $15.00

P. F. ADAMS, “BOW PARK,” BRANTFORD, ONTARIO|
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Diamond 
Point

FOUNTAIN PEN

Free as a Premium

Nothing is more ac 
ceptable as a gift at 
any season than a 
good Fountain Pen. 
The above illustrates 
a pen that is fully 
guaranteed to us and 
that we can therefore 
warrant to give satis
faction to any one re 
ceiving it from us. 
We are giving it free 
to all new subscribers 
to the Canadian Bee 
Journal who remit us 
$1.25 for one year; 
and to all old sub
scribers who send us 
a two year renewal for 
$2.00 in advance.

The Canadian Bee Journal
BRANTFORD, CANADA

37

The beet Poultry Paper 
in Canada, The

Poultry Advocate
Pbtrolia, Canada

50 cents per annum in advance
Three subscriptions for (1.00 
or three years to one address 
for (1.00, invariably in advance 
Published 15th each month. 
Profusely illustrated and con
tains from 44 to 56 pages each 

issue. Sample Free
W. J. KEDWELL

Manager and Bditor

A Profit of Profit

For a limited time only 25 cents 
per year.

PROFITABLE POULTRY

There is plenty of money in 
chickens if your effort is 
intelligently directed. Learn 
the right way to do things 
by subscribing for

Laws’ Leather and Golden Italians,

HONEY QUEENS
Lâws' Italian and Holy Land Queens 
—Plenty of fine queens of the best 
strains on earth and with these I am 
catering to a satisfied trade. Are you 
in it? Or are you interested.

These three, no more. The follow
ing prices are as low as consistent 
with good queens. Untested, 90c; per 
dozen, *8.00; tested, $1.00; per dozen, 
$iio. Breeders, the very best of either 
race, $3.00 each.

W- H. LAWS, Becvillt, Texas
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PAROID ROOFING

PAROID makes a warm roof covering for bee hives and 
has been used to a large extent throughout the United 
States and Canada for this kind of work. Paroid draws 

the sun less than any other kind of roofing material. It is wind, 
water and frost proof.
The colonies housed in 
hives covered with 
Pariod Roofing may be left 
out of doors during the 
winter.

The publishers of the Canadian Bee Journal have used 
Paroid with good success. Send for samples and our instruc
tions “How to make your own hives with Paroid Roofing.”

J. W. BIRD & SON
Canadian Factory and Office, HAMILTON, ONT. Established In U.S. 181?

Free Catalogue of 
all Machines

A Money-maKer that should be 
In Every Meuse

Four Different 
Styles, A, B, C, D

The 20th=Century Knitting Machine

IBANNERJ 
|ST ANO^l

Net

Will clothe the family with 
Shirts, Drawers, Hosiery, Mitts, 
Gloves, etc., is simple in con
struction. substantially made, 
and eas ly operated. Our ma
chines have held the highest 
place among knitters for over 
30 years.

Send for our Illustrated Cata
logue; it is brimful of informa
tion and valuable suggestions for 
making money by knitting or 
for those who want a thoroughly 
practical and serviceable machine 
for family use.

Box 550
CREELMAN BROS, oeorqetown, ont
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WINDMILLS
QUR TOWERS are 

girted every five 
feet apart, and double- 
braced. This doubly 
insures against acci
dents in storms. All 
Mills are galvanized 
after completion. 
This gives increased 
strength.

QUR MILLS have 
^ proven by test to 
be the best.

Gas aid Gasollie Engines (stationary aid mounted), Grain 
Grinders, Pumps, Talks, Etc. Automatic 

Batch Concrete Mixers
WRITE FOR CATALOGUES

tioold, Shapiey & Muir Co
Ullltl

Branilord, Canada



When you have Roofing to do, naturally you think 
what shall I put on—what Roofing will give 

the best satisfaction for the money ?

“Brantford" Roofing
STANDS FOR QUALITY

We sell it on a guarantee, that means your money refunded if not os we say. 
You may as well get the best at the same money.

“Brantford” Roofing’
Chits you less per year, because it lasts longer than 

any other kind of Ready Roofing.
It lasts longer because it is better made, and is made of better material. 

See the difference ; feel it. It will pay you to get proofs, because it means 
dollars to you.

REASONS why “BRANTFORD itoOFING” is the best :
The Felt, which is the foundation, is made specially for us, in the most 

modern felt, mill in the United States, Saturated with pure Asphalt under 
secret process, thus making it stronger, tougher and more durable than 
any other.

Can be laid in cold or warm weather, on flat or pitch roof. Don’t crack, 
leak or give any trouble after it is laid. Is windproof, waterproof and fireproof. 

EASY TO LAY. TRY IT.
Write for samples, prices and printed circulars.

Brantford Roofing Co. Ltd.
Brantford, Ontario


