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It is impossible to give definite historical information about
the Canadian snowshoe before the advent of the whiteman, and
nothing absolute can be said as to its origin. Indian legends however
tell us something about the subject, and one of these legends in a
condensed form is given.

“In the winter when the swamps and muskegs and barrens
harden in the cold, and the lakes congeal into ice, and the ground is
covered with a thick mantle of snow, then the Wendigo, the cannibal
frost-fiend, holds sway, and he skims swiftly over the surface of the
snow on his fleet snowshoes carrying cold and terror wherever he goes
He watches for the lone hunter or trapper who, belated in the woods,
makes camp at nightfall, cleans the snow away, spreads balsam boughs
upon the ground and rests before a cheerful fire. After darks
comes the moon, and the air becomes colder and colder as it rises,
the frost crystals sparkle like diamonds in the bright light, the northern
lights rush crinkling across the sky, and the trees crack and snap in
the clear frosty air like the discharge of artillery. Then the poor
mortals shiver with fear and they say the Wendigo is abroad, and they
pile wood upon the dying fire to keep him away till the morning comes,
when the fiend retires bafiled and defeated.”

The snowshoe naturally originated in rude forms and in these rude
forms is known elsewhere than in North America, as for instance in
Norway and northern Asia. Very primitive forms are also reported
from Japan, Korea and The Caucasus. These latter appliances are
what might be called emergency showshoes, roughly and quickly
made for special and exceptional cases where heavy snowfalls have
occurred in unusual places, and they are interesting as examples of the
ingenuity of different aborigines under independent conditions. They
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 1.

Fiure 1. Emergency Showshoe made from a slab of bark stiffened with

a willow
frame 29 inches long and 9} inches wide.

Of Iroquois origin, from
County, Ontario. Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada

FiGure 2.  Emergency Snowshoe made by bending a sapling frame into the ordinary
flat trailer form and weaving a rec tangular
is 304 inches long and 11 inches wide. Of Iroquois origin from Brant County,

Ontario.  Victoria Memorial Museum Otta

meshed netting of withy bark, It

a Canada

Ficure 3. Emergency Showshoe made

from spruce boards sewed together with
thongs. It isof Algonkian origin from Maniw ki Quebec, and is ® inche

s long
and 9 inches wide. Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada

FiGure 4. Interior Salish from Lillooet, British Columbia. It is 24 inches long
and 13} inches wide and has c

wrse netting. It has a bent willow frame without
cross bars, and is a little turned up in front
Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada,

FIGure 5. A rough Snowshoe from the 1 te Indians of Utah with a bent wil
frame, oval in outline. It is included here because it ¢
Snowshoe from British Columbia which is re presented by this number § in s
and by number 4 in mesh. This Salish snowshoe is loc ally
Paw snowshoe

United States National Museum

orresponds (o aSalish

\pe

known as The Bear

FiGure 6. Eskimo Snowshoe from the Alaskan C
ends and well turned up in front.
9 inches wide.

oast which is pointed at both
It has 2 cross-bars and is 30 inches long and
T'he foot netting is in rectangular mesh wove through the
of the frame in Eskimo style as described elsewhere,

Victoria Memorial Museum Ottawa Canada.

sides

Fiure 7. Eskimo Snowshoe from the mouth of the Yukon River

It is nearly
flat and 36} inches long and 94 inches wide.
1

Foot netting in ordinary rect

angular mesh. The toe and heel netting is destroyed but it was of a rudiment ary

form. It is a transitional form between Eskimo and Athabaskan shapes,
United States National Museum
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 2 q
ypes of Snowshoe worn by Canadian wnd Alaskan Athabaskan Indians

FIGUre 1 A Bristol Bay variety 44 in hes long and 93 inches wide It is spatulate

in torm, well turned up in fro

ind the outline is modified by eac h cross bar
United States National Muscum

FIGUure 2. Obtai it Sitka and said to have come from the interior near the head

vaters of the Yukon. [Its main peculiarity is the he onal meshed foot

ctting looped around the frame as in the Algonkian types

United States National Museum

I h ka 46 inche ind 10§ inches wide right and
eft foot sho ist filling in t pace is attached in Algonkian
le through V-shaped hole The heel-space is filled with A series of longitud
wds converging at th il | figur

l | States National Muse
FIGURE 4. This specimen is 48 inches long and 11 nches wide It is short and wide
d well turned up at the toc T'he attachment to the frame is Athabaskan
throughout and it is a good specimen of weaving. It came from Sitka, Alaska

Ficuks rom the interior country, the exact locality being un-
known well made and presents peculiarities in the weaving
f the t f it bei 1 longitudinal filamer From the three
es it vshoe comes from the vicinity of some of the
terior Canad M

Victoria Memorial Museu Ottawa, Canad







EXPLANATION OF PLATE 3

Western Cree Lypes of Algonkian Showshoes:
FIGURe 1. The usual Western Cree type with

a two-piece frame pointed at both
ends and well turned up in front.

From the Province of Manitoba, 6 fee
It has an extra cross-bar in both the heel
and a twisted rawhide ¢ ross-string near the front

t long
and toe spaces
The shoes are almost symet-

and 14} inches wide

rical and neatly made

Montreal Snowshoe Club, Montreal
FIGUke 2. Western Cree from

pointed fore and

wide. The shoe

Pembina River, Alberta. A

two-piece frame
it and well turned up in front

54 inches long and 12} inches
s are right and left with two extra rounc
spacing. A peculiar

led cross-bars in the toe-
irrangement of the slings attaching foot-netting to front
cross  bar

Private Collection, Montreal

Ficure 3. Mackenzie River B:

exact locality unknown. Symmetrical shoes

52 inches long by 16 inches wic A two-piece frame spliced in front and bent
nto a rounded form and finished with a tr iiler behind The bend in front
rns sharply upward at right angles. The frame is oval in or

-section,
both ways fre

wbably

m the middle and is neatly made
1 transitional form between We

+ Memorial My

1 An interesting shoe
stern Cree and Athabaskan types
cum, Ottawa, Canada

FiGure 4. Western Cree from Lake Athabasca, 56 inches long by 134 inches wide
Fhe usual unsymmetrical doul le-g well turned up in front with

-spacings. Neatly ma

winted frame
extra cross-hars in heel and to

and ornamented with
ifts of wool

Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada

FIGURE 5. A Chipewyan showshoe from Fond du Lac, 3

, 374 inches long and 8 inches
vide. Right and left but not markedly so The typical Western Cree form
The Chipewyans are Athabaskans and thisisa Western
Cree intrusion into this area

Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada

well turned up in front

FIGURE 6. A Sioux Snowshoe from an unknown locality. It

conforms to the
Western Cree type with the double
I

pointed two-piece frame well turned up in

front The shoes are right and left and they have two extra Cross-

bars in the

nt spacing.  The length is 33 inches and the width 8} inches
Chateau du Ramezay ( ollection, Montreal, Canada







\ ikian Snowsl pes of East Canada and bordering
Ficure 1. 0Oji 1 Snowshoe 4 long and 21 hes wide T'he A
1M I \ hardwood fra ne piece b in fro
wide f I fi 1 trailer behir he sho perfectly flat
\s a rule it l P tlar example q nintricate
¢ 1s work ) " I hee I
George S hoe ( M eal
I Ojibwa Snowshoe v i " eneral de ber 1. 1
} 1
I ( v
Fioure 3 " 36 i and 144 ir wicle
1t won, M i
Fioure 4. An old Algonk nowshoe from Canada, probably one of the oldest
existenc I'he i 1 narrower shoe than the examples
It is fl ¢ 2 the other imens

Varden Collection, Unit Patent Office
k \ Hur . m Lorette, Canada. A lenticular oval shoe,
inche and 16§ e. It is perhaps a modern type and apparently
ansitional form bety Montagr two-bar oval and the Ojibwa types
\ Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada
of the above Sn I wre flat







XPLANATION OF PLATE §

ntagnais and Naskapi Indians (Algonkian) of Quebec and

F RE ] I'he Beaver-tail iet 27 inches long and 26 hes wide North \

¢ 36 ir long and 124 inches wide Nor
I Gulf o>t. Law
I Col 1 | r
I Another f Sw v n the same d t It is
g ) 1es W
( M |
I E3 I'he Oval two-h. ¢ i 4 inches long and 17
I nw I I'he attachme I t-f g the fram pr ted
by a strip of rawhi \
Victoria Memorial Museum, Ottawa, Canada A
RES 4 and § show the single-bar variety, one with the « inder the ‘
d the otl with the bar towar he front I'he dimensi ire not
given | hey are about 18 or 20 i s in length. From the Labrador Coast
Eleve Annual Report of The Bureau of Ethn logy
Al of the Snowshoes in Plate 5 are flat, and are neatly made. In the
vider varieties the cross-bars are curved
I
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