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BILL.

An Act for incorporating certain Charitable, Philan-
thropie and Provident Associations, and for the
effectual protection from fraud and misappropria-
tion of the funds of the same.

W HEREAS large and increasing numbers of all ram.
classes of the community have for some time past

associated themselves together for the purpose of making
provision for themselves and families, by contributing

5 subscriptions or otherwise, against sickness, misfortune
and death, and for the relief of the widows and orphan
children of deceased members ; And whereas, the accu-
mulated funds of such Associations (owing to the absence
of legal protection,) have been subjected to great and

10 serious losses from frauds and defalcations ; And whereas
it is expedient to encourage habits of providence and
forethought amongst all Her Majesty's subjects: Be it
therefore enacted, &c.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, Any number

15 That it shall and may be lawful for any number of persons °
to unite for the purpose of making provision, by means the purpose o
of contributions, subscriptions, donations or otherwise, 'n"u"" asist-
against the several contingencies of sickness, unavoidable death, ,ick-
misfortune or death, and for relieving the widows and "l"',&-

20 orphan children of members deceased; and it shall and
may be lawful for the members and officers of such as-
sociated body or Society, from time to time, to establish
and maintain branches thereof, for and at the convenience
of the respective members, but for so long only as the

25 business transacted at the meetings of such Society, or
any of the branches thereof, shall be confined exclusively
to the objects herein set foath.

Il. And he it enacted, That it shall and may be law- They m.y

ful for the Members of such Societies so constituted as cm "fie y.
30 aforesaid, to nominate, choose and appoint proper per- ias

sons as Trustees, Treasurers, Secretaries or other Offi-
cers, for conducting the business, discipline and manage-
ment of such Societies, and to meet together from time
to tine to make. alter, rescind or frame laws, rules or

35 regulations for the necessary governnent of, and for
conducting the business of such Societies or any branches
thereof: Provided that such laws, rules and regniations, tog S

shall not contain any matter or thing contrary, repugnant the Associa-
to, or in violation of the laws, statutes or customs of this tic-
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Province, or be directed to the furtherance of aiy poli-
tical or seditious object whatsoever.

They may III. And be it enacted. That it shall and may be lawful
pru pr°- for the Members of eaci of such Societies or bodies in its

certain extent, locality, by whatsoever nane, designation, number or 5
°" c. description, such Society or body may be known, in the

name of such Society or body, or in the naie of the
Presiding, or other Oflicer or Officers thereof, to acquire
and take, by purchase, donation, devise or otherwise, and
to hold for the use of the Members of such Societies, and 10
according to the rules and regulations as aforessid of the
said Societies, ail and every kind of personal property
and also real property in the Province of Canada, not
exceeding five acres, and to sell and alienate the sarne,
whether acquired before or after the passing of this Act, 15
and to purchase and acquire in the stead and place there-
of any other real estate, not exceeding the quantity be-

Curtain other fore mentioned ; and that each of the said Societies shall
ors oratep- ilhave a common seal, and may change and alter the same

them. at their will and pleasure, and by whatever name, desig- 20
ntaion, number or description they may severally be
known, shall and may have continued succession, and
may contract and be contracted with, sue, and be sued,
plead, and be impleaded, answer and- be answered
unto, in al[ Courts and places whatsoever, in all actions, 25
suits, complaints, matters and causes whatsoever.

They may IV. And be it enacted, That it may be lawful for such
take seeurity Societies to require, aid for the Officers, Secretaries
cers. Treasurers and Trustees to give secûrity for all such

sums of money, or other the property of any such Society, 30
as may from time to time be placed in the hands of or
under the control of such Officers, Secretaries, Trea-
surers and Trustees in trust for and on behalf of tieob-
jects of such Society, and all such securities being i4'
writing, shall be deerned good and valid security and ad- 35
missible as evidence in any of Her Majesty's Courts of
Civil and Criminal Judicature.

Punishment of V. And be it enacted, That if any Officer, Secretary,
:rsa. Treasurer, Trustee or Member of any Society constituted

bezzlingfunds, in accordance with this Act shall obtain undue possession 40
of, misappropriate, embezzle or wiihhold from the other
Members, Officers or other persons entitled to demand
and receive the same, the whole or any portion of the
funds, moneys, or other property of such Society, and
shall continue to withhold such property after due de-:45
mand shall have been made for the restoration and pay-
ment of the same by some one or more of the Members
or Officers duly appointed by and on behalf of !ie said:
Body or Society, every such offender ·shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof, shall be 50
liable at the discretion 6f the Court to be imprisrned at



hard labour in the Provincial Penitentiary for any tern
not exceeding three years, or.imprisoned in any other
prison or place of confinement for any term not exceed-
ing two years, or to suffer such other punishment by fine

5 or imprisonment, or by both, as the Court shall award.

VI. And be it enacted, That in any proceedings to be what shaU be

hereafter commenced or taken under the provisions of ",ecflg
this Act, in and before any Court of Civil or Criminal ginstofficr

Jurisdiction, against any Treasurer, Trustee, Secretary, thor b.°o

10 Oficer or other Member of such herein recited Charitable tion.

and Benevolent Society, or Provident Association, for
obtaining undue possession of, or withholding, embezzling
or misappropriating the whole or any portion of the funds,
moneys or other property of such Charitable and

15 Benevolent Society, or Provident Association, it shall and
may be lawful to receive in.evidence the printed or writ-
ten Rules of such Society, Body or Association, for the
time being in force, andihé appointment of any Officer,
Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee, or enrolment of any Mem-

20 ber, certified under the hând' f thé Presiding Officer for
the time being, and thé Seal of'the said Society, and the
Books, Minutes and other document of such Association,
relative to any portion of theLmattér then in question.

VII. And be it enacted, That no member of any such PubLic Act.
25 Society or Body shall in his individual capacity be liable

for any debt or liability oIf such S ociety or Body.

VIII. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be a
Public Act.


