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Your Royal Highness, Honoured Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen ,

I am delighted to welcome tonight our distinguished
guest, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan and our
other Jordanian friends with him . His presence among us brings
back memories of the visit Maureen and I paid to his country
last year : the warmth with which I was received by His Royal
Highness and members of the Jordanian government ; our
stimulating exchanges on international issues ; the great
potential we identified for developing a stronger bilateral
relationship .

In Jordan I found a country blessed with gifted
statesmen : dedicated, courageous and visionary leaders who have
worked hard to forge a modern state which remains true to its
people, their traditions, their culture and their Islamic
heritage .

Despite scarcity of natural resources and harsh
environment, a vibrant economy together with a dynamic,
cultivated and united citizenry bear eloquent witness to
Jordan's accomplishments . These achievements are all the more
remarkable in that they have been attained against a background
of regional tensions, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict .
More than any other factor this dispute has been the root cause
of turmoil, acts of violence, and of open hostilities which have
done a grave disservice to all the peoples of the region,
blighting their present and future hopes .

Jordan has been especially fortunate in that its
leaders have consciously chosen to eschew the sterile rhetoric
associated with this dispute . They have devoted themselves to
nation building, to the direct benefit of their country and its
people . Jordan and Jordanians have long recognized the benefits
that a true and lasting peace would bring to all states in the
region. In the search for peace, King Hussein and his
government have been in the forefront : they have actively
sought to mould events and shape opinion, even when
circumstances were discouraging and hopes for progress bleak .

Their commitment has never wavered .

In recent months Jordan's leaders have been working
diligently with those of other countries to convene an
international peace conference under United Nations auspices .

Their goal is to bring together all concerned parties from both
within and without the region . Although full agreement has not
yet been reached, progress has been made in overcoming

substantial differences . Canada strongly supports these

efforts . Such a conference, approached with boldness and
goodwill by all participants, must provide a forum to facilitate
direct negotiations among the parties to the dispute and thereby
the achievement of peace with justice ; a settlement which not

only recognizes the right of Jordan, Israel and all other states
in the region to live at peace within secure and recognized
boundaries, but also the legitimate right of the Palestinian
people to a homeland in the West Bank and Gaza Strip .
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The long, bloody and senseless war between Iran and
Iraq has caused incredible suffering . It places at risk the
future of the countries and peoples of the entire region . In
these difficult circumstances too, Jordan has played an active
and very positive role in endeavouring to mitigate the war's
dangers and in seeking a fair solution to the conflict .

I pledge Canada's continuing support to the leaders of
Jordan and to those of other countries in the region who are
prepared to take the risks required to arrive at true and
lasting peace .

Such support if it is to be of real value must go
beyond mere words and have practical impact . For that reason,
upon my return from the Middle East last spring the government
began immediately to work towards enhanced economic cooperation
between Canada and Jordan . Rapid progress has been made and
already programs involving CIDA and Petro-Canada International
are well underway . I am pleased that the private sector is
also displaying great interest in pursuing commercial
opportunities in Jordan . Today His Royal Highness met with a
group of Canadian businessmen who are actively interested in
the Kingdom . I sincerely believe that exchange will give
impetus to this important aspect of the bilateral relationship .

Jordanians and Canadians share views on many key
international issues such as questions of peace and of world
economic development . We are both determined to make every
effort we can to resolve regional differences and support all
fair-minded efforts to achieve peace . Canadians will support
both Jordan's commitment and its courage .

We must also give greater substance to our bilateral
relationship; we must anchor our shared interests in a network
of linkages, be these economic, cultural or human, from which
both our countries will benefit . His Highness and I emphasized
in our discussions today the great importance of giving effect
to these goals .

This visit by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan,
is a vital step in building ties . We must all now work
together, Jordanians and Canadians, to take advantage of the
manifold possibilities that are open to us . To neglect them
would make us culpable in the eyes of history . We will not let
this happen .

I ask you to raise your glasses with me and toast our
honoured guest, the Crown Prince of Jordan, and the
reinforcement of ties of friendship and understanding between
our two countries .


