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Mr. President,

Let me begin by thanking you and your government
for the generous hospitality which France is extending to
this conference. 1 am confident that the others here in this
room share my appreciation.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates,

I would also like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the honour which has been accorded to Canada to
preside over this conference of ministers with Venezuela. 1In
fact, this 1is not an ordinary conference but a unique event.

It is the beginning of a crucial dialogue aimed at establishing
a sound basis for economic co-operation which will make it
possible for all of our countries to face the future with
confidence.

The challenge we face is tremendous and, I am sure,
the historic proportions of the task are obvious to everyone
here today. I believe we.can meet this challenge. Each
one of us is determined to do so, because each one of us
knows that the consequences of inaction could be grave indeed.
Thanks to your initiative, Mr. President, we have the solid
foundations of two preparatory conferences to build on.
Indeed, these preparations have already defined the framework
in which we are to organize our work. The number of partici-
pants in the conference has been limited so that we may
consider the issues before us in the most efficient and
constructive manner possible. Its members are, however,
broadly representative of the various interests at stake
in the issues before us, representative of the views of
industrialized countries and of developing countries, of
consumers and producers.

Another reason for my optimism is that we have from
the outset determined a practical and sensible framework
for the dialogue we are starting. It has not been conceived
in terms of issues to be hammered out in the space of a
three-day conference, but rather as a longer, more serious
process, which shall be divided among four commissions which
will be working in the months ahead and examining the pros-
pects of economic co-operation. That is our major task: to
launch the commissions and to ensure that they will be able
to carry out their work under the best possible conditions.

By getting the dialogue started in this way, we
shall, I believe, be maintaining the momentum generated at
the Seventh Special Session of the United Nationms General
Assembly and we shall be carrying further the spirit of
constructive pragmatism that characterized those discussions.
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All members of this conference must participate in seeking
gsolutions 1f we are to meet the challenge which faces us.
It is our hope and expectation that, as a result of our
efforts, the commissions we shall have established will be
able to approach their tasks with confidence and will find
that they can bring the full benefits of ingenuity and
realism to bear on the four sets of issues before them.

We believe that this ministerial meeting must give
urgent consideration to a number of crucial procedural questions
so that the substantive work of the conference can proceed in
the comissions in the best possible way. In the few days we
are here together, we shall not be able to settle everything,
but we shall be able to deal with the essentials; we shall
not reconcile all diverging views, but we must ensure that
in the dialogue we thus begin most conflicts can be resolved.
We shall not create a universal utopia, but we must see to
it that each country's hopes can be reconciled with a quest
for progress by the world community as a whole.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates,

It is with determination and an acute awareness
of the responsibilities involved that I assume the role
you have entrusted to me. I know that my distinguished
colleague and I shall be able to count on your assistance
and understanding in directing the proceedings of this
conference, but I also ask for your indulgence. The unique-
ness of our task is bound to give rise to unprecedented
puzzles to your co-chairmen, whether of substance or
procedure. Let us bring to bear on them not only our intellects
and ingenuity, but also a genuine spirit of goodwill. I
consider myself fortunate to be sharing the chairmanship of
this conference with so distinguished an international states-
man as Dr. Manuel Pérez Guerrero, and I look forward to our
work together. Again, let me express to you, Mr. President,
and to the Government of France, our indebtedness for the
important role played by your country in giving birth to
this conference and for acting as its host.




