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CHANGE 0F NOTES BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES
0F AMEBICA RECORDING AN AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MILITARY HIGHWAY TO ALASKA.

I

The United ,States Minister to Canada to the Secretary of State for
Externat Affairs

LIEGATION 0F THE UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA

626
OTTA&wA, March 17, 1942.

1. As you are aware, on February 26, 1942, the Permanent Joint Board on
ence approved a recommendation as a resuit of which the two Sections
Posed to their respective Governments:

"the construction of a highway along the route that follows the general
line of airports, Fort St. John-Fort iNelson-Watson Lake-White-
horse-Boundary-Big Delta, the respective termini connecting with
existing roads in Canada and Alaska."

s recommendation based as it was on military considerations and military
ýiderations only, and having the endorsement of the Service Departments of
two countries, has been approved by both Governments.
2. My Goverument, being convinced of the urgent necessity for the con-
ction of this highway and appýreciating the burden of war expenditure

ady incurred by Canada, in particular on the construction of the air route
Uiaska, is prepared to undertake the building and wartime maintenance
ho highway. Subject to the provision by Canada of the facilities set forth
ýaragraph 3 of this Note, the Government of the United States is prepared

(a) Carry out the necessary surveys for which preliminary arrange-
mnents have afready been made, and construct 'a Pioneer Road by the
use of United States Engineer, troops for surveys and initial construc-
tioni.

(b) Arrange for the highway's completion under contracte made by
the United States Public Roads Administration and awarded with a view
to insuring the execution of aIl contracte in the shortest possible time
withoui regard to whether the contractors are Canadian or American.

(c) Maintain the highway until the termination of the presenit war
and for six months thereafter unless the Government of Canada pr 'efers
to assume responsibilitv at an earlier date for the maintenance of s0



3. For its part, my Government will ask the Canadian Government
agree-

(a) To acquire rights of way for the road in Canada (including t
settlement of all local claims in this connection), the title to remain in t
Crown in the right of Canada or of the Province of British Columbia
appears more convenient;

(b) To waive import duties, transit or similar charges on shi
ments originating in the United States and to be transported over t
highway to Alaska, or originating in Alaska and to be transported o
the highway to the United States;

(c) To waive import duties, sales taxes, licence fees or oti
similar charges on all equipment and supplies to be used in the constrt
tion or maintenance of. the road by the United States and on persor
effects of the construction personnel;

(d) To remit income tax on the income of persons (including c
poratiorns) resident in the United States who are employed on the cc
struction or maintenance of the highway;

(e) To take the necessary steps to facilitate the admission ix
Canada of sueh United States citizens as may be employed on the et
struction or maintenance of the highway, it being understood that i
United States will undertake to repatriate at its expense any such p,
sons if the contractors fail to do so;

(f) To permit those in charge of the construction of the road
obtain timber, gravel and rock wh.ere such occurs on Crown lands i 1
neighbourhood of the right of way, providing that the timber requi
shall be cut in accordance with the directions of the appropriate Depa
ment of the Government of the Province in which it is located, or,
the case of Dominion lands, in accordance with directions of the app:
priate Department of the Canadian Government.,

xciange 01 notes.

the renewed assu
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Se&cretary of State for External Affairs to the United ,States Minister

to Canada

DEPARTMENT 0F EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

O'TTAWA, March 18, 1942.

have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note of Mardi 17, 1942,
26, in which you referred to the recommendation approved by the Per-
it Joint Board on Defence, as a resûlt of which the two Sections of the

proposed Vo their respective Governients:-
"the construction of a higiway along the route that follows the general
line of airports, Fort St. John-Fort Nelson--ý-Watson ]Lake-White-
hoeBoundayBig Delta, the respective termini con'necting with
existing roads in Canada and Alaska."

As announced on March 6, 1942, Vhe Canadian Governinent has
red this recommendation and has accepted the offer of tie United States
nment Vo undertake the building and wartitne maintenance of the hlgh-
7iici will connect the airports already constructed by Canada.

It is uuderstood thiat Vhe United States Government will
(a) Carry out Vhe necessary surveys for which preliminary arrange-

Inents h~ave already been miade, and construct a Pioneer Road by the use
Of United States Engineer troops for surveys and initial construction.

(b) Arrange for the highway's completion under contracts made by
the United States Public Roads Administration and awarded with a view
t9 insuring the execution of ail contracts in the siortest possible time
Without regard to whetier tie contractors are Canadian or Anierican.

(c) Maintain the highway until the temmination of the present war
and for six montis Vhereafter unless Vhe Government of Canada prefers
to assume responisibiliVy at an earlier date for Vie maintenance of so muci
Of it as lies in Canada.

(d) Agree that at tie conclusion of the war tiat part of Vhe highway
hihlies in Canadat shail herome in aIl resu)ects an inteLral1 uart of the
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(ç) To waive import duties, sales taxes, licence f ees or other simil

charges on ail equipment and supplies to be used in the. construction
maintenance of the road by the UJnited States and on personal effects
the construction personnel;

(d) To remit income tax on the income. of persons (including c(
porations) resident in- the United States who are employed on the cc
struction or maintenance of the highway;

(e) To take the necessary steps to facilitate the admission iE
Canada of such United States citizens'as may be employed ôn the cc
struction or maintenance of the highway, it being understood that 1
United States will undertake to repatriate at its expense any such pi
sons if the contractors fail to do s o;

()To permit those in charge of the construction of the road

obtain timber, gravel and rock where such occurs on Crown lands in 1
neighbourhood of the riglit of way, providing that the timber requil
shail be cut in accordance with the directions of the appropriate Depa
ment of the Govarument of the Province in which it is located, or, in 1
case of DominioR lands, in accordance withthe directions of the app~
priate Department of the Canadian Government.

5. The Canadian Governiment agrees to the suggestion that the practi

details of the arrangement be worked out by direct contact between the app
priate governmental agencies subject, when desirable, to confirmation by sub
quent exchange of notes.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


