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Note and Comment.

Invitations to join the Cavalry As-
sociation of Canada were sent to every
Cavalry officer in Canada, but it was
very difficult to get the correct ad-
dresses, and from communications
received it is evident that some notices
were not received. The hon. secre-
tary-treasurer informs us that every
Cavalry officerin Canada is invited to
become a member of the association,
and that he can be enrolled at once
by sending the secretary his name
and address, accompanied by the an-
nual subscription of one dollar.

It is rather amusing to read the
correspondence in the Auditor-Gen-
eral's report, between the Auditor-
General and the Deputy-Minister of

Militia. The Auditor-General writes
the Deputy-Minister to enquire why
Major-General Herbert’s recommen-
dation that district paymasters be
abolished is not carried out. The

Deputy, fortified by a memorandum
from the Accountant of the Depart-
ment, replies. The Auditor-General,
very tersely points out the procedure
in the case of a claim against the
Militia Department. It is fust sent
to the D. A. G, who certifies to it
and passes it on to the District Pay-
master, who, after examination, marks
it *“ Examined and found correct,” and
passes it on to the Department at
Ottawa for authority to pay. The
Deputy authorizes payment, but in-
stead of a cheque issuing at Ottawa
for the amount, a credit cheque is sent
to the District Paymaster and he is
authorized to pay the claim with his
own cheque issued against the credit
sent him from Ottawa. The party
receiving the cheque signs a receipt
and returns its to the District Pay-
master, who passes it on to Ottawa,
It is very difficult 1o see the use or
necessity of the District Paymaster
in this matter. The Deputy contends
that it is necessary to have trained
men as Staff Paymasters, as men not
accustomed to such work would be
liable to make cerious mistakes. The
Auditor General, in a very sarcastic
letter, calls attention to the page after
page of over-payments by District
Paymasters, and asks the Deputy to
obtain refunds. General Herbert
thinks this work could be just as well
done, if not better, by the D. A. G.’s
and Deputy Ministers direct. It may
be recalled that the principal pay-
officers in the Northwest rebellion, as
well as the Chief Staff Paymaster,
were neither of them District Pay-
masters when appointed ; yet there is
no evidence of any overpayments.

In another letter General Herbert
defends the payment of various
amounts from $250.00 to $150.00 to
officers of the Permanent Cavalry at
Winnipeg on account of change of
uniform. General Herbert says offi-
cers “specially qualified” had to be
selected from the other permanent
corps. It is noteworthy that some of
these ¢ specially qualified” officers
are now at Kingston trying to obtain
a qualifying certificate. Unqualified
men are appointed, the government
huys them uniforms and pays them
two and a half times ($2.50 a day) as
much as other muilitia officers to en-
able them io qualify. This is the
pclitical way of officering the Per-
manent Corps.

~ Misfortunes never come  singly.
This has again proven to be the rule
in connection with the well-known
military outfitting firm of John Mar-
tin & Company. The heavy losses
incurred by the firm in the fur trade
have been followed by a serious fire,
which has greatly interfered with the
military outfitting business, but the
firm expects to be doing work as
promptly as usual for its patrons in
the course of a few days now.

The Major-General's report on the
state of the militia comes out so close
to the issue of this edition as to pre-
vent further comment than the re-
mark that the force has a great deal
to thank the General for for his frank-
ness, even if a greal many members
and friends of the force think that
some of the General’'s more personal
remaks might have been eliminated
from the published reports.

When is there going to be some
official information about those long-
promised and long-coming long ser-
vice decorations?
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The service members at Ottawa do
not appear to be greatly exciting them-
selves about the much-needed mili-
tia reforms. Parliament some of
these days may receive a rude awak-
ening, and realize that there are other
national issues besides tariffs and pro-
hibition. We maintain that militia
reform is a matter of most vital im-
portance to Canada, and in support
of our contention we have merely
to point to the last dozen or so re-
reports of general officers command-
ing. Do the independent members
of Parliament ever read the militia
blue books?

~a -

About Mattersin Camp, Drill,
Duty, Canteens, Etec.

To the Editor of the MiLiTarRY GazeTTR,

Take an average couniry battalion of
six companies into camp, ard its strength
ought to be from 200 to 210 men, or 35
mien to a company. That is a fair turn
out in these days, and if they all got
their full nine daye’ drill, and the same
for the other two years of their evlist-
ment, the result would be fairly satisfac-
tory, though their whbole three years’
drill would be one day ehort of what re-
cruits for the British militia receive each
and every year. But about a third of the
battalion does not drill at all, and of the
other two-thirde, Lialf or more is never
again in the ranks. The nor-effectives
are: First, that indispensibie adjunct of
militia glory, the bacd, which diepoces of
20 men, add six buglers and 12 cooks,
and oue company is accounted for. Next,
Sergt.-Msjor, Drum-Msjor, Quartermaster-
Sergeant, Hoepital Sergeant, Orderly-
Room Clerk and Paymaster’s Clerk, puts
six mere out of the ranks; add 18 duty
sergeante, 2 men tor the butts, 4 or § sick
or disabled, 4 or 5 camp orderlies in
guarde to keep loafers from stealing great
coats and blankets (regimental guards
being abolished under the new rules),
Add afew men for stable duty and officers’
meee, to e¢qualize the eeigeants being
bunched, axd you bave B Company dis-
posed of. Then C Comwpany is at the rifle
range, and out of your six compaunies you
bave three companies or rather squade,
doiug their drill ip eiogle ranks, Then
the eyetem and hours for drill (whick ¢ ve
far too loog) are killing the epirit of
“officers and men, and are directly in the
teeth of the Queen’s regulations. Six
hours drill, three hours coneecutive under
s burniog eun and in beavy winter upi.
form, knocks the tar and temper out of
everybody. There is no drill, of any
practical benefit, learned in camp, except
facings and turnings and the manua) of
arme, and those could be as well or betisr
done at home and at far less expenge,
Company drill is ouly & ghmmer, Bat.
talion drill is not touched. Colonels have
nothing to eay about tke wo:k or do with
the driil of their battalicus in camp. The
omall chance they get in two years of

making themselves acquainicd with their
companies, and bandling them as a regi-
ment, they are not allowed to take, his
discratiocary power is “nil” over the
battalion he is supposed to command, yet
if a riot occurred, or a raid made, he would
be ordered at once to meet the one or sup-
press the other. The system is absured;
there is too much red tape; officers and
men are willirg to learn, and are ready
and willing to do their duty, but they
den’t care to be treated as school boys,
with the daily orders from the brigade
cffize, for gocse etep, or catechism. In
my bumble opinion, sir, better results
would follow more freedom of action.
Officers know better than 'the brigadiers
th cenacitiee and knowledge of their
< yauier, and oo much to keep the man
w.10 is possibly the beet shot or best
drilled in his company, roastirg for hours
alougside the fellow who for the first time
in his life bas uniform on his back ora
rifle in his hand. Now a word or eo absut
canteens. The order, no doubt, will catch
the cranks and the faddists, but the ex-
peoted benefits will be another story.
Under the existing arrangements, there
was but very little druokeaness in camp.
A man could get his glaes of beer and bit
of icbacco at his own canteen, but now,
under pretence of getting tobacco, be will
go into town and come back crazy with
bad whiekey, raise a row with the police,
guard roow all night, orderly room in the
morning, and the usual consequences fol
lowing a breach of diecipline are the re-
gults of an ill adviced and unreaconable
order. Yours, etc., SuBsoRrIBER.
April 7th, 1894,
———r———

“My Gal.”

I.

I aiv’t no fameus ’ero
Enough to talk about,
But just a British soldier
Faked up for walkin® out.
And the uniform aio’t gaudy
As they gives to Infantry,
But I’'m proud of wot I am because
There’s one wot's proud o’ me.
I've ’er photergraph in Barricke, stuck up
utderneath my shelf.
In a jacket trimmed with himitation fur;
Aud it makes & soldier feel a sorter prouder
of ’isself
To be loved by a gal like ‘er |

IL

I knows wct gals thinke takin’,
Aud a eerge uin't fit to sce
Becide the yaller bra'd'n’
Of the *Orse Artillery,
But Mary, she thinks diff’rent,
And I well-nigh sobs with pride
When she says *“ It ain’t the coat I
loves,
But the ’eart wot beats inside.”
DIve ‘er phctergraph in Barricks, etuck up
uoderneath my chelf,
I a jacket trimmed with b'mitation fur;
And it makes ascldier feel a eor’er prouder
of ’eeelf,
To be loved by a gal like'er!
~Basil Hood in* Ours.”

News of the Service.

NoTe.—Our readers are respectfully requested to
contribute to this department all jtems of Military
News affecting their own corps, districts or friends,
coming under their notice. ithout we are assisted
in this way we cannot make this department as com-
plete as we would desire. Remember that all the
doings of every corps are of general interest through-
out the entire militia force, Youcan mail alarge
package of manuscript, so long as not enclosed in an
envelope, for one cent. At any rate, forward copies
ofsrour local papers with all references to your corps
and your comrades, . Address,

EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE
P.0. Box, 387, Montreal, Que,

Ottawa.

Lieut.-Col. Prior, of British Colum-
bia, presided at the annual meeting
of the Dominion Artillery Association,
held on the afternoon of April sth, in
the Railway Committee-room of the
House of Commons. His Excellency
the Governcr-General and the Minis-
ter of Militia were there, and among
the officers ip attendance were: Maj.-
Gen. Herbert, Lieut.-Colonel Aylmer,
Assistant Adjutant-General ; Lieut.-
Col. Macpherson, Lieut.-Col. Cole,
Montreal ; Major Mead, Toronto ;
Capt. Williams, London ; Capt. Mac-
kenzie. Gananoque ; Lieut.-Col. Mac-
lean, Port Hope; Lieut-Col. Turn-
bull, Quebec; Lieut.-Col. Irwin,
Inspector of Artillery. Lieut.-Col.
Armstrong, president of the associa-
tion, telegraphed his regrets from St,
John.

The Dominion Artillery Association
seem to have been overlooked in the
matter of the Earl of Derby’s prize in
much the same way as the Dominion
Rifle Association. But while the lat-
ter made all pains to keep the fact
quiet, the annual report of the Artil-
lery Association, as presented at to-
day’s meeting, puts it plainly thus:
“The cups usually presented by His
Excellency the Governor-General for
general efficiency were presented this
year by the association. Those do-
nated by the Earl of Derby for 1892
have not yet been received by the
winning batteries.”

The secretary’s report acknowledges
the Hamilton Powder Company’s
special prize of $100, and the accept-
ance by the Earl of Aberdeen of the
office of patron of the association,
The total receipts for the year amount-
ed to $3,478. The council recom-
mended that the annual praciice be
held on the range at Orleans Island,
instead of at Halifax.

Replying to a vote of thanks pro-
posed by Lieut.-Col. Cole, His Ex-
cellency expressed pleasure at being
present, and assured the association
of his hearty sympathy with the objects
of the association, and appreciation of
its work,

His Excellency j'romiced not only
to contribute towards the prize list,
but, further, to manifest his personal
interest by attending the meetings of
the association.

The Minister of Militia was also
passed a vote of thanks,and in the
course of his response took occasion
to refute certain sensational stories
which had been set afloat to the effect
that a disagreement had sprung up
between the major-general command-
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ing and himself. The fact was, he
said, that he and General Herbert
were in perfect accord. They saw
eye to eye, as it were, in military mat-
ters, and he would speak of the major-
general as an officer whose heart was
in his work, and whose work was well
done. .

Major-General Herbert, replying to
a vote of thanks, spoke feelingly upon
the subject broached by the Minister.
He would admit that his heart was in
his work, anc that he devoted his best
energies ' to its performance. Thus
there was no room for difference of
opinion between him and Mr. Patter-
son. He then referred to the organ-
ization of the British Columbia Bat-
talion, and commended its progress
under Lieut.-Col. Prior.

The election of officers resulted as
follows: President, Lieut.-Col. Prior ;
vice-presidents, Lieut.-Col. Turnbull,
Lieut.-Col. Cole and Major Lindsay.
Lieut.-Col. Cole was subsequently
elected president of the council.
Votes of thanks were passed to Lieut.-
Col. Macpherson, Lieut.-Col. Knight,
auditors, and to the association’s cap-
able secretary, Capt. J. B. Donaldson.

—re PP e

Brantford.

At the dnll shed on the evening of
April 16th, the officers and seargents
of the 38th Dufferin Rifles turned out
thirty-five strong to be instructed by
Scrgt.-Maj Belau.

Instructor Belau, who recently ar-
rived in the city to take charge of the
instruction of the officers and privates
of the Duflerin Rifles, has been ap-
pointed sergeant-major, while Sergt.-
M-jor Barber has been placed on the
supernumary. Captain H. F. Leon-
ard is gazetted as acting adjutant.

Montreal.

The annual meeting of the Mont-
real Garnson Artillery Rifle Associa-
tion was held April Gth, after the
parade, but owipg to the late hour the
subm’ssion of the reports and the dis-
cussion were left over for a future
meeting, Lieut.-Col. Cole presided,
and announced that the artillery
shooting this year would bc done at
the Isle d’Orlcans. The election of
officers for the ensuing year resulted
as follows: President, Lieut.-Col.
Cole, re-elected ; vice-president, Maj.
Ogilvy, re-elected ; secretary-treasurer,
Stafl-Sergeant J. J. Bell, re-elected ;
assistant-secretary, Sergt. Finlayson ;
Executive Committee, Capt. Reid,
Capt. Wynne, Lieut. Featherstone,
Co. Sergt.-Maj. Rogers, Corporal Wil-
son and Sergt. Winter; executive
officer, Capt. McEwan, re-elected ;
representative to D.R.A., Lieut.-Col.
Cole ; representative to P. Q. R. A.,
Major Ogilvy ; delegates to M.A.R A.,
Capt. McEwan, Capt. Wynne, Staff-
Sergt. J. J. Bell, Gunner G. Cooke
and J. H. Carpenter. The date of
annual matches was set for either 28th
Tuly or 4th of August, and it was de-
cided to adjourn the meeting uniil
next Saturday evening.

The fourth annual meeting of the
delegates to the Montreal Amalgamat-
ed Rifle Association was held on
Saturday evening, April 7th, in the
officers’ mess of the Prince of Wales
Rifle armory. The meeting was one
of the largest that has been held,
twenty out of twenty-seven delegates
being present. All the affiliated as-
sociations were represented as fol-
lows: Montreal Garrison Artillery
Rifle Association. Capt. Wynne, Capt.
McEwan and Gunnrers Cooke and
Carpenter; Prince of Wales Rifles
Rifle Association, Lieut.-Col. Butler,
Lieut.-Col. Hood and Sergt. J. Drys-
dale; Victoria Rifles Association,
Sergt. Raymond Binmore; Royal
Scots Rifle Association, Major E. G.
Ibbotson, Sergt.-Major Nivin and
Sergt.-Bugler Broadhurst;  Sixth
Fusiliers Rifle Association, Major
Macaulay, Capt. Findlay, Lieut. Hen-
derson, Col-Sergt. Howard, Pte.
Jehn; Montreal Rifle Association,
Lieut.-Col. Massey and Mr. Arthur
Ware ; Grand Trunk Rifle Associa-
tion, Mr. J. Ward and Mr. J. Arm-
strong. The meeting was presided
over by Lieut.-Col. Butler, the presi-
dent, and it was a very harmonious
gathering On the question of whether
it would be advisable for the P. Q. R.
A. to hold their annual meeting in
June or later, there was a slight
majority in favor of June. The report
of the hon. secretary-treasurer, Mr,
Arthur Ware, showed that the last
season had been the most prosperous
one in the annals of the association ;
more men had gone to the ranges, and
the results of the matches showed that
far better shooting had been done.
The revenue had be:n less, but the
expenditures had been kept down ‘o
the lowest possible limit. The report
was unanimously adopted, with thanks
10 the secretary-treasurer for his work
during the past season. The election
of officers then took place, and result-
edin all being unanimously re-eiected,
namely, Lieut.-Col. T. P. Butler,
Prince of Wales Rifles, president;
Major E. B. Ibbotson, Royal Scots,
vice-president ; and Arthur Ware,
Montreal, hon. secretary - treasurer.
Among other business it was decided,
in order to secure the best markers,
and in recogaition of the good work
they had done last year, to pay the
railroad fares to the ranges this year,
a matter which the markers have been
asking for two years past. Mr. Robt.
W. Allan, the government caretaker
of the ranges, reported that they were
being put in condition fer the coming
season. It was decided to open them
on Saturday, May g, for practice, with
Major Ibbotson as the executive
officer for the day. After the P.Q.R.
A. and other matters had been dis-
cussed, the meeting adjourned until
Satrrday, 28th inst., when the pro-
gramme for the season will be drawn
up, this being impossible at the last
meeting, as the P. Q. R. A. and the
Canadien Military Rifie League have
not yet decided on the dates for their
matches.

The officers of the Royal Scots
have been presented with a photograph

of No. 1 company, Royal Scots, which
was raised by Major Kenneth Camp-
bell in 1875 ; but the photo was not
taken until two yearslater. It shows
that most of the old men were from
the 78th Highlanders. The donor
was Dr. W, G. Nichol.

—

The presentation of the Sir Donald
A. Smith trophy to the Victoria
Rifles, who won it last year, will take
place either during the last week of
the present month or early in May.

—

On the evening of April 5 there was
a presentation of a gold medal to the
boy who had brought in the most re-
cruits to the Boys’ Brigade during the
months of January to March, 1894.
The winner was Lance Corporal Da-
mant, who brought in seven new
members. The medal was presented
by one of the officers, and pinned to
the winner’s breast by Miss Kirkham,
the choir leader of St. Jude’s church,
who made a few well-chosen remarks,
congratulating the boy on his success.
The rector also made some encourag-
ing remarks. The pianiste of the
evening was Mrs. Elliott, whose un-
tiring efforts in furnishing music every
drill night is greatly appreciated by
every officer and boy of the company.

The annual drill of the Victoria
Rifles commenced on Monday even-
ing, April 16, when the regiment,
headed by both its bands, accom-
panied by the Maxim gun and its de-
tachment, marched from the armory
on Cathcart street to the Champ de
Mars, where some battalion drill was
done.

——

By the sad death of Lindsay Sims,
ex-sergeant-major of the Victoria
Rifles, a void is left in military circles,
for he was universally liked, out of
his old corps as well as init. Mr.
Sims had been for some time unwell
and about two weeks before his death
left the city to endeavor to recuperate.
His career in the Victorias was one
to be proud of, he having joined
shortly after its formation, and was
out both in’66 and '70 at the front.
About eight years age he left the
corps and joined the Reserves, of
which he was a member up to the
time of his death, The funeral was
private.

Thursday evening, April 12th, the
non-coms of the Royal Scots had their
fifth and last dance of the season,
which was a successful one in every
way, about a hnndred couples taking
part in the d.flerent numbers on the
dance card. Among those present
were noticed Lieut-Col. and Mrs.
Strathy, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Caver-
hill, Major Ibbotson, Major Foulis
and Capt. Lydon, as well as nearly all
the non coms in the regiment.

At a meeting of commanding offi-
cers held at the brigade office Mon-
day, April gth, at noon, nights for drill
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in the Drill Hall were arranged as
follows: Monday, Victoria Rifles
and sth Royal Scots; Tuesday,
Prince of Wales Regiment ; Wednes-
day, 66th and Hussars; Thursday,
6th Fusiliers ; Friday, Garrison Artil-
lery and Field Battery. The sth and
6th both wanted Thursday night and
drew lots, the 6th winning. Colonel
Strathy of the Scots was then offered
an evening for his regiment alone, as
they had been doubled up with the
6th last year, but as the other corps
were anxious to retain their nights,
Colonel Strathy and Colonel Starke
arrived at an agreement to share
Monday, and next year both of these
regiments will be entitled to a night
by themselves.

The acceptance by the Victoria
Rifles of the invitation to visit Kings-
ton on the Queen’s Birthday puts a
stop to the plans for Brigade field
manceuvres on that holiday, and it
has been finally decided to call the
affair off, but to set to work at once
to try and carry out some such scheme
on a large scale in 1895. The 6th
Fusiliers have also decided to go
somewhere for a trip on Dominion
Day, leaving Montreal June 29th and
arriving back home on the morning of
July 2,

The annual inspections of the Mont-
real Infantry Regiments will this year
in all probability take place on the
following dates, which have been ap-
plied for: 3rd Victoria Ribes, Satur-
day, June gth ; sth Royal Scots, June
16th; 65th Rifles, June 23rd; 6th
Fusiliers, June 29th; 1st P. W. R,,
June 3o0th. The inspections this year
will alt be pretty much after the style
of that of the Prince of Wales Regi-
ment last year. The companies will
be inspected separately in company
drill, etc., on certain nights during the
week of the battalion inspection. The
latter will take place the Saturday
afternoons stated above, and the roll-
call will be then made. Now that
ceremonial is ruthlessly tabooed, and
battalion drill is curtailed, it is difficult
to see how the battalions will be able
to make their inspections interesting.

—

There will be quite a few changes
among shooting men this year, Jack
Drysdale and several of the cracks of
the old Garrison Artillery team will
shoot this year in the Prince of Wales
Rifles uniform, and that regiment may
fairly be expected to take up its place
once more as one of the crack shoot-
ing battalions of the Dominion. Three
of the regiment’s new officers, Major
Lawrie and Captains Hood and Fin-
layson, are a good team in themselves.

-

Hamilton.

Squads of the 13th Battalion in
physical drill paraded on Monday,
April 16th, at 8 o’clock, from E and
F Companies, under Sergt. Rich-
mond, and from G and H Companies
under Col.-Sergt. Stewart. Squads in
bayonet exercise paraded on Tuesday,
April 17th, at 8 o’clock, from H and

C Companies under Sergt. Allan, and
from B and D Companies under Col.-
Sorgt. Atkinson. This is in prepara-
tion for the entertainment on May 1
and 2.

The weekly drill of the 13th Bat-
talion was well attended on the night
of April 13th, there being 328 men on
parade. Lieut.-Col. Moore was in
command, and other members of the
staff present were Major McLaren,
Surgeon Griffin and Chaplain For-
neret, and Capt. Tidswell was acting-
adjutant. The regiment marched out
on James street to Main, up to Bay,
and down King and James streets to
the armory, after which drill was
practiced for some time.

The usual crowd of spectators were
present. The attendance by com-
panies was: A 51, B 32,C 18, D 46,
E 32,F 33.G 34, H 34, and both
bands were on parade.

The following orders were issued :

HEADQUARTERS 13TH BatT,, A. M.,
HamiLtoNn, April 13, 1894,

No, 25—Private F. G, Smith and Bugler E, Pou-
iard have received attendance certificates from the

oyal School of Infantry.

No. 26—0Officers commanding companies will re-
turn into regimental stores on or before Friday,
April 20, all winter caps, receiving from the quarter-
master a receipt for the number sent in.

No. 27—Orderly officer next week, Capt. Mew-
burn; next for dutp, Lieut. Herring.

(By order) J. J.%TBWART.
Major and Capt.-Adjt,

———-etl QP ————

Fergus.

The 30th Wellington Rifles.

The annual meeting of the officers
of the 3oth Wellington Rifles was
held in the North American Hotel,
Fergus, on Tuesday, March 27th.
Lieut.-Col. W, W, White, Comman-
dant, presided, and eighteen officers
were present.

The annual reports were submitted.
The report of the Band Committee
shows the organization is rapidly ap-
proaching a high state of efficiency.

‘The receipts were $1,265.93, and ex-

penditures $1,304.61, and the number
of new members 30. A number of
new instruments were purchased dur-
ing the year. Great credit is due the
Managing Committee in Guelph for
their unremitting labors, and to the
citizens for their liberal support.
Sergt.-Major Wideman, who takes a
great interest in and superintends the
bugle band, reported it in a very sat-
isfactory state. There are on the roll
twenty-three regular members, com-
prising fourteen bvglers and nine
drummers. This organization is now
self-sustaining Through the efforts of
Bugle-Major Ivey a very creditable
minstrel and dramatic troupe has been
formed. They intend at an early date
to give a series of entertainments at
the different company headquarters
for the purpose of more fully equip-
ping the band. A commitiee has
been formed for working up a monster
demonstration on the 2nd and 3rd
days of July in the City of Guelph, to
supplement the fund of the Regi-
mental Band. The committee are
desirous of presenting a grand  as-
sault-at-arms ” as a special attraction,
and would be prepared to pay any
reasonable sum for the same. The
following committees were appointed :

located at
unanimous opinion of all officers

Auditing—Capts. Johnson and Gray.
Regimental—Majors Mutrie, Allan
and Capt. Foster. Band—Lieut.-Col.
White, president; Major Mutrie,
Capts. Johnson, Coyne and Gray.
Mess—Lieut.-Col. White, Capts. John-
son, Gray, Mason and Sgt. Johnson,
The commandi..¢ officer, since assum-
ing the command of that battalion
about a year ago, has been very active
in promoting the interests of the bat-
talion. The band has been transfer-
red to Guelph, with good results. The
colonel has also removed to Guelph,
and hopes in the near future to have
three companies instead of only one
Guelph. It was the

present that if annual drills were per-
formed the force would be very ma-
terially improved, and that sixteen

days should be the minimum ; also

that from the 16th to the 18th June is
by far the most leisurely time in the
whole year for the farming commun-
ity, not excepting the winter months,
as advocated by some. that being a
period when the majority of farmers
are more tied than any other. They
can employ men to plough, but they
always want to superiniend personally
the feeding of their fat cattle. Besides,
the many days during the winter it
would be utterly impossible to drill
outside.

The 3oth numbers ten companies,
and invariably turns out full strength.

We hope to enter three or four
teams in the league matches this year,
but so far have not received any notice

.ot the rules, regulations, etc.

-G
Toronto.

The Queen’s Owa R 1:r marched out for
the first time this season last evening under
Lieut. Col. Hamilton, 610 strong, with a
recruit claes of 84 Ao immense crowd of
people accompanied the regiment to the
new armory, and more or less diffisulty
was experienced all along the route of
march, which was by way of King and
York streets, until their destination was
reached. The new armory is close to the
district knowo as * The Ward,” aad many
of the people of that section of the city
turoed out in large pumbers to view the
mavcuvres, The crush at the shed was
tremendous. The crowd rushed into the
building 88 8oon a8 the regiment was in-
side, and the bend, which had remained
without, as usual, was unable to effect an
entrance. The members suffered consider-
ably at the hands of the crowd, which, up
to this time, had been good humored
enough, Word was sent inside of the state
of affairs and a detachment of 16 men,
under Sergt. Gray and Col.-Sergt. Higgin-
botham, of I company, was ordered to
clear the way. In doing so they aroused
the antegoniem of several ruffiane in the
crowd, and bricks and other missiles were
thrown, A brick struck Private Harry
Mussin’s bead, glanced off and hit Private
Wm. Mathers on the cheek. Mussin was
knocked senseless for a few minutes, and
was taken to the armory. The feeling of
the crowd eeemed togrow, and missiles flew
everywhere, It looked 80 much like a
riot that word was sent to No. 2 station,
and a emall ¢quad of poliee were sent to
reduce the mob to order. By the time they
errived, however, the men of I company
had restored order. Privates Mussin and
Mathers were not seriously hurt, and will
not be much the worse for their first ex-
perience in actual warfare. Several mem-
bers of the band lost their music and had
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their instruments injured, but suctained no
bodily irjury. At the time of the distur-
bance there must have been 2,000 people
precent. When crder was restored the
regiment was put through company drill
in the new shed, and afterwards marched
back to the olJ drill sbed cn West Market
etreet. The commanding cflicer was pleas-
ed to make the following promotions :

A company—To be sergeant, Corp. F.
J. Tovell, vice Mesdows promoted ; to be
corporals, Pte. G. E. Embrey, vice Smith,
promoted ; Pte. Arthur P. M¢Ccllum, vice
Tovell, promotcd.

C company—To be sergeant, Corp. T. C.
Orr, vice Burns, promoted; to be cor-
porale, Pte. W. Smytb, vice Smith, pro-
moted; Pte. W. B. Coombs, vice Orr,
promoted.

The recruits clacs last night numbered
84. The class will close for the admission

.of recruits on the 11tk inst.— Empire, 5th
April.

The cfficers of the 48 b Highlanders at
a recent meeting decided that they would
accept Woodstock’s cffer to visit that city
on the Queen’s birthday. The decision
was unanimous,

e

Savs the Telegram : At the recent meet-
icg of the Ontario Artillery Aseociation
beld in rbis city, at which the chief ¢fli-
cers of that aesociation of that arm the
fervice were ypresent, it Iranfpired that
while the not-commissioned cfticers and
men were all that could be desired in
smarinese of appearavoce, in handling their
gune, and in field macwavres generally,
they could not hit an cobject at fair art:l-
lery 1auge, It was poioted out that this
wasdue 10 the want of good ranges through-
cut the country. When the ficld batteries
came togetber for anoual drill at Niagara
they are enabled to perfect themselves in
the field, but they must pract'ce their fir-
irg at a wark placed ia the lake. They,
in fact, become eomewhat of a naval
branch of the force. This, it is etated, is
of email use wheo firing is required on the
ground, as the idea of distaoce is entirely
diff:rett on land aud eea. The raage at
the Woodbine, where tbe firing took place
frcm the beight of lacd north of the road
et & mark on the etrip of lsnd in the lake
was concidered a good oue, but the peace-
ful grargers of Eatt York could not be
persuaded that there was o danger in the
whizzing shell that passed over their heads
88 they came and went along the Wood
bine road. The Port Hope range was con-
t¢idered uneaticfoctory, while Aurora was
n.entioned ae a like site. TLe warkemen
of the eact, who had tbe advantage of the
éplendid range at the Iele of Orleans, were
easily able to beat t'iose of the west, who
were eadly in want f one. It may be all
very well for our drtillerymen to lock

-8mart, to be able to move a gun from one
place to another in the most approved
fashion, and, when 80 placed, to load it in
the shortest poseible space of time, but if
they are unab'e to send a commoa ehell
through a barn door or turst a ehrapnel
over an ordinary size gooee paeture, they
are of litt'e use, and the public money is
being wa:ted.

At the Grenadiers’ parade on Tursday
the regiment mustered 492 ctrong, «“C
Company, with 22 file, the largest on pa-
1ade. An immenee crowd gathered at the
drill-shed, where the regimect practised
tLe new drill. After the return 1o the old
drill-ebed, Lieut.-Col. Mason addressed the
men briecfly on the 1eces:ity for punctual
and regular attendance at drilla, and steadi-
nesd und roldierlike bebaviour while on
parede. The non-commierioned officers
who were successful in the recent examina-
lions were presented with their cert:ficates,

The following is the moat important clause
in the ordere read: “QOn completion of
each battalion drill the orderly bugler will
gound orders, when the orderly sergeants
of companies will move out and fall in on
the reverse flank of the parade, receive the
orders, return, and deliver them to the
officers of their respective companies, The
band, drums, and ambulance corps will
each send a non-commissioned officer at
the same time to receiye their orders, .

. . . During the whole of the parade
not a single bar of the National anthem
was played by the band. The men have
come to believe that this item is essential
at a parade, and its omission last might
caused much comment. . . . . The
brass band played several new selectione,
including the best of Souea’s marches., .

+ .« . The recruit classes are filling up
rapidly. The men enlisted are all up to
the required standard. « + . Thesig
uval corps has vacancies for three good men.

+ « . The men selected to take part in
company competitions at the tournament
to be held on the formal opening of the
new sheds will commence practice next
week.— Mail, Tth April.

—

A letter has been received by one of the
local papers complaining of the instruction
in drill given to the students at the pro-
vincial school of pedagogy. This is a ser-
ious matter, as these studenis will shortly
be the instructors of the High schools
thrcughout the province.

A receot communication to a morning
journal ou the slowness of promotion in the
Queen’s Own has bren the subject of some
comment. All will admit that if slow,
promotion in this efficient regiment is sure.
It is very different when viewed from op-
posite ends of the ladder of fame. The
Colonel who has been basking on the high-
ect step for five .years, thinks he could
eanily stand a few years more, while the
‘ janior sub ” at the lowest step thinks he
in 8 long time reaching the second. All
this is done in our volunteer regiments for
honor and fame, for the C. O. draws no
more pay thauv the ‘“sub ”—it all goes to
the regimental fund. Thbere must be some
meaning in the anxiety for promotion in
the army where actual pay depends on
the rapk. There is a8 much truth as
poetry in the eaying : —

*The senior captain laughs
‘When the juniur major’s shot !

—

As there is a strongly expressed wish
from many intending competitors in this
year’s r fle league roatches, that the Mar-
tini rifle ehould be ueed, the executive
propoees to hold both a Saider and Mar-
tini geries in the competition, The two
series will be shot on the eame daye, and
no men will be allowed to shoot in both a
Sniderand Martini team in the same match,
A competitor may, however, change from
one rifle to the other during the com peti-
tion. The dates of the four matches com-
posing the competition will be 26th May,
9th June, Tth July, 21st July. Two of
the Soider series will be shot at 200, 400
and 500 yards; the other two, and all the
Martini at Queen’s ranges. Sunider aw-
munition wil{ be issued by the Militia De-
pariment free, Whether the ¢a ne favor
will be accorded with respect to the Mar-
tini bas not yet been decided.—Skemn., in
the Empire,

—

The military tournament to be held in
thie city on May 17, 18 and 19 cannct but
be of the greatest possible benefi: to the
regiments takiog part. Already tned fFr-
ent corps have their ¢quads at work prac-
tising the pbysical drill, bayonet, manual
and firing exercises, the ambulance stret-

=
cher work and the march past, and by the
time the tournament comes off these men
will be thoroughly posted in those por-
tions of the drill and will also have been
discipl.ned in drill a8 well a8 it is jposaivie
for volunteers to be. The executive com.
mitiee for the tournament is composed of
the best officers from each corps, under
the chairmanship of Lieut.-Col. Otter, and
Mr. H. J. Hill, of the Iudustrial Exhibi-
tion, will have the maunagzement of it, so
there ia every guarantee that it will be a
succees.

The 48th Highlanders paraded April
6th, and there was a good muster. Lieut,-
Col. Davidson has made these promotions
avd appointments: B compary, to be cor-
porals, Private A. Wright, vice Temp'e-
man, promoted, and W, E. Witt, vice
Beattie ; G. company, to be lance corporal,
Private E. McHugh.

Says a well knowun local paver, Gen.
Herbert hasannounced that 10,000 of the
pew rifles are on the way to Canada, and
tbat in 8 few months the greater part of
the force will be armed with them, This
is very gratifying, and the volunteers may
pow be assurred that if they should be
called on for active service they will be
armed with one of the best shooting wea-
pons in the world to-day. To be sure it
will not be a magazine rifle, but it is not
likely that any more rapid fire will be
wanted than what can be delivered by the
Martini breech action, With a view to
save the shooting men expenee, the Minie-
ter of Militia has promised to have all
private rifles converted at the Government
expense. Before sending their private riflea
away to be converted, however, it will be
well for the shooting men to be quite sure
that the Martini wilfnot be used any more
at the D R.A. matches, which would be a
serious handicap to members of tke team
to Bisley, where the shooting will be done
with the Martini so long as the volunteers
of Great Britain are armed with that
wesapon.

pr—

The regular weekly parade and drill of
the Queen’s O wn Riflea was held last night,
Lieut.-Col. Hamilton in command. The

arade state was 674, including 59 recruits.
?n past years the first parades of the regi-
ment at the opening of the seacon have not
been g0 fully attended as in this year, and
the large muster on last Wednesday and
last night speaks well for the spirit in the
corps. In the march to the new armoury
two companies were left for drill exercisee
oo Wellington etreet, as the byilding is not
sufficiently large to admitof company drill
with the full strength of the regiment pre-
sent. The return to the old drill-shed was
made about half-past ten o’clock, when the
regimental orders were read. They includ-
ed a command to the ambulance corps to
meet for drill and instruction at the drill-
shed on Monday, April 16th, at 8 p.m,,
aod on each succeeding Monday, at the
seme hour and place, until further orders,
The Queen’s Own R'fles have decided un-
snimously toaccept the invitationof Lieat.-
Col Lindsay, ofli ers, and men of the 26th
Batia'ion, and to go to St. Thomas on the
Queen’s Birthday, The headquarters of
tue 25 h Battalion is at St Thomas,— Mail,
April 12 b, S i

—~alp- -

H. R H. Duke of Connaught was lately
the guest of the Aldershot Army and Navy
Lodge of Freemasons, and in reply to the
toast of his health at a banquet which
followed, said that now he had returned to
Alderehot he should continue to shew the
eowe interect in the craft that he had
hitherto done in the past,
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Quebec.

Two of the city corps sre now under
their anoual drill. The Eighth Roysl
Rifles and the Ninth Voltigeurs, the local
yifle battallione, are drilling each two
pights 8 week, and the greatest rivalry
existe between the two corps, reprecent-
"ing respectively the Eoglish aud French
rpeaking elements in our population. The
* Eightb, which a year or two ago was de
geperating scmewhat, ia now agsin rapid-
ly pulling up under Colonel White, with
the infusion of much new blood into its
rank and file. It is a thourand pities
though that the members of the corps do
rot mueter in Jarger pumbers at the drille.
Tte brars and reed band, under the able
Jeadership of Bandmaster Hu'cheeon, an
old-timer at the business, har been mak-
- ing buge strides lately, it baving recently
secured the services of several good in-
sirumentslists from other eimilar orzani-
zations, The drum and bugle band too
bas teen re-organized, and is now on a
good footing. The battalion should pass
a first-claes inepection this year.

The men of the Ninth Battalion are
drilling with the greatest enthusiarm, avd
though it was at cne time taken for
granted slmosi that the Ninth was de-
cidedly inferior to its eister corps, owing
to the commands, eic., heing given in a
strange langusge unkoown to many in its
ranks, and from other caures, yet there
in now much epeculation as to which will
come out ahead when the points for the
appual ioepection are given. The bandr,
- efc., of this corps sre like those of the

E ghth, in excellent condition. The week-

1y drills of botb battalions are largely at-

tesded, a8 much by the admiring best
girls, sisters, cousios and aunts of the
gallant coldier boye, as by their more
critical relatives of the sterner sex, who
delight 88 a rule to pass favorable or ad-
verse comments on this man’s sppzar-
ance or that company’s drill, as the case
may be, and all with the most serene
- self-confidence and complacency on
the part of the critics, who probably
koow little aod think less of what they
_ are talking about. During the quarter of
so hour’s intermiesion the bands die-
course eweet music and put the young
men and their best girls in the galleries
above in their most sentimental mood.
The first part of the evening is ueually
taken up with company drill and ibe last
with battalion movements. The courses
of instruction given during the winter
have resulted in considerable improvement
among those of the noncommissioned ofti-
cers and men who were wise enough to at-
tend them, :

The men of “ B »” Baltery and of Nos. 1
and 2 companies of Royal Canadian Ar-
tillery paraded at the 11 o’clock service st
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity (Angli-
can) on Easter Sundey, and a better parade
or a more eoldierly lot of men it would be
av extremely difficult matter to find any-
where. On the return march afier service
the band of the R. C. A., probably the best
in the Dominion, played a medley of tunes
of the beautiful Easter hymnse found in
“Hymns Ancient and Modern.” Everyone
along the time of march was struck by the
ortistic manoer in which these were ren-
dered under the megic baton of the taleat-
~1 handmaster and composer, Mr. Jos,
Vezina,

By ihe way while glanciog over a file of
the Quebec Morning Chronicle I noticed in

the 1esue of Oct. 218t 1893, a parsgraph .

to the effect that a couple of detatchments
of the Royal Csnadian Artillery bad beeu
down at the leland of Orlauns & few days
previously for gun practice with the 40
pounder breech loading Armstrong gun.
Out of fifty shots fired at the 6 x ¢ foot
larget at a dietance of 2,100 yards almost
sjmile and a quartér, no less than twelve

were direct hits, and this only at a pract'ce
from which to judge \he best markemen!
The paper adds * Our guoners think that
they bave broken the record.” If they
dido’t fracture it, they caonot, at least,
have been very far from doing so.

The Eighth Battalion of Royal Rifies
was to have had a street parade on Good
Friday, but as a blinding snow-storm was
raging that day it was fonud advisable to

tpone the event until Easter Monday.
be march out accordingly took place on
that dsy, but many of the men beiog
obliged to work, and the weather being
romewbat inclement for summer uniforms
and wedges, which the orders called for,
the muster was & rather small one. Sull
the men under command of Col. White,
looked well and marched eteadily, altoge-
ther acquitting themselves very creditably.

On the first Sunday after Easter, April
lsi, the E-ghth piraded to Chalmer’s
Presbyterian Church, when there was an
excellent turu out of the men. Lieut. Cl.
G. Robt. White wa3 in command and the
batwlion as it passed along the streets pre-
sent a remarkly fine appearance. The well
balance band played the men to and from
church. Thestreets were lined with the
congregations of the different churches
waiting to cee the boys go by.

On Sunday, April 8th, the battalion pa-
raded to St. Mathew’s (Apglican) Church
there teing an excellent muster. The
Pioneer Braes and Reed and Bugle Bands
and the signal corps headed the regiment
which prescuted a very creditable appear-
snce. The service was a parcicularly
bright and at.raciive one, aud the Rev.,
Leonox W. Williawa, rector, took advant.
age of the presence of ¢0 wany men to
preach a sermon oo the moral effects and
desireability of athletic proper. There was
as usual, a large concourse ¢f sight-seers
on the streete,

A pumber of the rifl: shots of the Eighth
Royal R fl:8 have been down recently to
the ravges at the Beauport Flats testing
the shooting q1alities of the Martini-Heuary
awmmunition loaded with the r.fle powder
manufactured by the Smokeless Powder
Company, of Loudon, Eoglacd. Ali ex-
press themeselves as delighted with the ac-
curacy of the powder as wellas with the
abeence of emoke aud the lessening of the
recoil which is 80 trying & feature of the
Marlioi-Heary rifle.

The Queen’s Own Cinadian Huesare are
very much later thau ueual this year in
beginnirg their annusl drill. The fir: t of
the foot drills is uct yet in sigbt and cu:-
rency has recently been given to a ruwor
that the equadron will notdrill at all this
seacon. On dif tbat the whole trouble iy
caused by dissentions among the ofli:e:s
on the question of who is to fill the pos:-
tion of Colonel soon to be left vacant by
the resignation ot Lieut. Col. J, Bell For-
eythe. Capt. and Adjutant Brown is said
to have firet claim to the position, but his
appointment would, it i+ as-ertcd give the
greate-t offence to sowe ot the most pro-
minent and active cflicers of the squadron.
As a possible solution of the difficulty, it
in sugyested to)ofter the Colcnelcy ¢o Lieut.-
C L. Turobull, who it is eaid, is about to
1esign from the position of commandant

- of the Roya. C.oadian D agoons, Toronto,

in order 1o rewuru and take his residence at
his fine property oo 8t, Louis Road, Que-
bec. No arrangemeunt could poesibly be
more ogreeable and more beneficial than
that just meationed, if the gallant C)lunel
really intends to give up bis command. At
all events, it is earnestly to be hoped that
something will be done shortly to put an
end to the alleyed trouble if such actually
exitts elsewhere thau in the fertile imagi-
nations of inventors of cock and bull
stories, Col. Turnbull was commandant
of the Q. O. C. H. some years ago when he
resigued to take command of the Cavalry
School which was then formed,

“E?” Company Tth Royal Rifles fired
their anrual match on Saturday, March
31at. The duy wae a very bad one for the
shooting. The wind was blowing a strong
eacterly gale, accompanied by a heavy
enowetoram which rendered sighting aimost
imposeible. The raoges were 100, 200,
300 'aud 400 yards ; five shot« at each, the
poesible at each range being 20. The fol-
lowing were the prize-winners iu each
claes : —

1.t Claes 100 200 300 400 Total
Sgt. Hartley, $4 15 17 14 14 60
8.-8gt Dewfall $3 12 16 16 14 68
Sgt. Hay $2 11 10 17 18 56

Green—Private Hay, lot, $3; Private
Eiwarde, 2.d, $2 ; Private Cacault, 3rd,
$1 ; Private McDonald, 4th, 50 cents,

—_————————

OUR SERVIOE OONTEMPORARIES.

Admiral Norman Bedingfield died at
Upper Norwood, at the age of 70. Enter-
ing the Navy in 1839, be saw a good deal
of “active service in the East, rendered im-
portant services in the suppreesion of the
slave trade on the coast of Africa, and was
in command of the Jackal and the Pluto
between 1850 and 1854, He acccmpanied
David Liviogstone on the Zambesi expedi-
tion in 1858.

——

It bas Leen decided that the battalionse
of Foot Guards to take part in this year’s
army marccuvres near Aldershot, under
tke Duke of Connaugbt, shall be the tirst
and 3rd Grenadiers, the 20d Coldstream,
and the 1st Scots Guarde, The brigade
will be encamped at Frensham.

The Duke of Cambridge made the moet
minute inquiry into the condition of @Gib-
raltar as a garrison and a fortrees, and
there is reason to believe that the visit of
His Royal Highness will lead to come
useful results there and at home,

C .lonel J. B. Richardson has taken up
his command of the Royal Artillery at
Gibraltar with the rank of Major-General,
Vice Msjor-General G. J. Smart, C. B,
who has acsumed command of the Wool-
wich District, and Colonel R. MacG.
Stewart, C. B.,, A.D. C., has succeeded
Colunel Richardeon at the School of Gun-
nery.

It is understood that the Channel 8qua-
dron will be considerably strengthened
during the present year. Among the ves-
geis that will in all probability be ap-
poiuted to the Squadron are the Revenge,
Blenheim, Appollo, Andromache and
Speedy.

In the Boer campaign of 1880-81 there
was much talk of the gallantry of a youog
warrant officer, Conductor of Supplies
Ralph Egerton, Commiseariat and Trans-
port Department, who eaved the colore
of the 94th Regiment, after the disaster
which overtook that regiment, by wrap-
ping them around his body and carrying
them, although wounded in the engage-
meant at Bronkhorst 8pruit, over forty-two
miles in eafety into Pretoria. Ae a reward
Conductor Egerton, whoee gallantry was
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brought to the notice of the War Office by
the late Colonel Anstruther, was given a
commission a8 second lieutenant in the
94th Regiment. He exchanged two years
later into the West India Regiment, has
since done good work as Fort Adjutant at
Cape Coast Castle, a8 adjutant of his bat-
talion and ae adjutant of the Jamaica
Yolunteere, and is thie week gazetted to a
mejority in the West India Regiment by
epecial selection over the heads of three
geniors, Msjor Egerton commenced his
career in the 75th Regiment in 1876, and
aleo saw service in the Zulu war and the
operations against Sekukuni. He makes
the seventh regimental msjir now serving
who bas risen from the ranke, and the
fourth who has had similar good fortune
in the Weet India Regimeat, the late Col-
onels Edward Conran, Jobn McAuley and
Mejor Joseph Brownall being the previous
instances in the Colonial corps.

—

We gather, saye an Eoglish exchauge,
from the remarke of a Suesex correspoan-
dent that the armored train now in course
of conitruction at the Loudon, Brighton
and South Coast Railway Company’s
works at Brighton, for the 1:t Sussex Ar-
tillery, is making good progress towards
completion, 1t is hoped to have this new
adjunct to the corps ready for use at
Whitsuntide. The cost will be borne by
Bir Julian Goldsmid (Hon. Colonel) and
Colonel Boxall (Commandant).

After Aprii lst the Glengarry cap, as
now worn by our Infantry, will be no more
teen. The new cap hae no ribbone, and
is decidedly more serviceable than the
Glengarry. It is a form of what is known
as “ the field eervice cap,” worn slightly
on the side of the head, with two brass
buttons n front, and the badge of the
regiment on the left side. The flaps un-
button, ard the cap can be worn 80 as to
shade the eyes as well as the nape of the
neck, which were left unprotected by the
Glengarry.— United Service Gazetle,

In the Imperial House of Commons, in
answer to Mr. Hanbury, Sr U.Kay Saut-
tlewortb stated that arrangements had
been made for arming the Marines with
the magazine rifle during 1894 95.

Orthoptics will not be allowed in the
“Imperial ” prize team competition of
thie year’s Bisley meeting, which is re-
siricted V0 members of the regular
branches of the military service.

The Royal Military Touraament will
open at the Agricultural Hall, Islington,
on Thureday, May 31st, aud zonclude on
Thursday, June 14th,

A practical joke at the expense of a
whole regiment is & rather dangerous pas-
time to indulge in, as a peasant coming
from the neighborhond of Arras, France,
bas juet leayned t¢ nis discomfiture, The

corpe were marching through a village in
that part of the country, when suddenly
the commaund to halt was heard, and was
naturally repeated by the cfficers of the
different companies, Great, however, was
the surprice of the colonel wiien he found
that the gallant 33rd had been brought to
a standetill. He had not given the com-
mand in question, and & stern investiga-
tion soon led to the detection of the cul-
prit, who had been watching the effects of
his jest with much compocure from the
doorway of a public house at which he
was loungirg. The fellow was at once
eeized and, guarded by four soldiers with
fixed bayonets, was promptly on the road
to Arres, whither thq regiment was re.
turning. Ere the town was reached, how-
ever, the colonel released his prisoner,
who was now in a very penitent mood, but
not before giving him a severe reprimand.

P—

The semi cfficial announcement that
Rear-Admiral R. O’B. Fitzroy, on attain-
ing hie promotion in May, will succeed
Vice-Admiral Fairfax in command of the
Channel 8quadron, is worthy of note, since
he will be junior on the list of twenty
vice-admirale. According to the World
Vice-Admiral Buller, C. B., stands a good
chance of securing the command, but
there are other flag officers senior to him
from whom a eelection may be made.
There are two other vice-admirale’ com-
mands which will become vacant within
the next twelve monthe—8ir John Hop-
kine’s, on the North American station,
and the Hon. 8ir E. R. Fremantle’s oo the
China station, both officers fivishing their
terms next February. There is littie doubt
that Rear-Adwiral Fisher will succeed
Sir Jobn Hopkins, and should one of the
present vice-admirals be selected for the
Cobennel 8quadron Admiral Fitzroy would
not have his future prejudiced by having
to wait for the China vacancy, His im-

mediate selection, however, for the Chan-"

nel, is regarded by naval men as an un-
justifiable bit of favoritism. It may be
mentioned that he will be succeeded in
the C mmand of the Naval Reserve by
Admiral E. H. 8eymour, now eecond in
command of the Channe] Squadron,

Capt. the Hon. George FitzCiarence,
R.N., who died on March 24th, at Moor-
croft, Uxbridge, was the third son of
George, the Earl of Muuster, eldest natural
son of King William 1V, and was bora on
April 15, 1836. Be entered the Royal
Navy, and at the time of the Ruesian war
served as a midshipman in the Black Sea,
receiving the Crimean medal and Sebas-
topol clasp, the Turkish medal and the
6th Class of the Medjidie. In October,
1856, he was made mate, and in that
capacity served in the Retribution, previ-
ous to his promotion to be lieutenant in
May, 1857. He was subsequently sp-
pointed to the Cesar, on the North
America and West Indies station, aod in
that vesael proceeded to the Mediterranean,
where, to act as flag lieutenant to Rear-
Admira]l Smart, he joived the Revenge,

flagship of the Channel S8quadron. In
June, 1862, he was promoted to be com-
mwander, and in 1877 retired with the rank
of captain. Capt. FitzClarence, who was
a corresponding member of the Royal
United Bervice Iustitution, married in
1864 Maria Henrietta, eldest daughter of
John Heury, third Earl of Clonmell, and
leaves four sons and two daughters,

——

It ia stated that the German Emperor
has ordered a ¢quadron of the 1st Dragoon
Guards, with the regimental band, to be
sent- to Coburg during the Queen’s ap-
proaching visit, to act as a guard of honor
for Her Majesty, who is the honorary col.
onel of the regiment.

A few months ago a description of the
firet clase cruieer, Powerful and Terrible,
was iscued as a parliamentary paper. The
designs had not then Leen completed, and
the dimensious, it was stated, must be
considered as still cpen to some modifica-
tion. The principal dimeneions contem-
plated were: Length, 500 feet; breadth,
70 feet; rocan draught, 27 feet ; displace-
ment, 14,000 tone. The designs have now
been completed, and the revised dimen-
sions are: Length, 500 feet; breadth, 71
feet ; mean load draught, 27 feet; die-
placement at load draught, 14,200 tons,
The coal capacity at load drangat is to be
1,500 toue, but by utilizing wing epaces
and epace bunkers each vessel will be able
to stow 2,500 tons of coal, A remarkable
feature in connection with the vessels is
that the estimated indicated horee-power
to be sttained on the coutractors’ trial is,
with natural draught, 25,000, which will
give a opeed of 22 knots. Tbis horee-
power will exceed Ly several thousande
that of any war vessel afloat. The Blake
and Blenheim are each supposed (o attain
20,000 horse-power, which is 8,000 more
than that attained by the largest and new-
est battleships,

““ Being at St. Paul’s,” writes a corres-
pondent, “I made my pilgrimage to the
n.ooument of General Gordon, the martyr
of Khartoum, It wae covered in flowers,
and my companion—a frequenter of Lon-
don’s central place of worship—told me
that he had seen wreatha at every festival
on the great man’s ¢ffigy, and at other
times also. General Gordon, at all evente,
is not forgotten, and the flowers on hie
memorial effiy are fresh to-day. Hs
magunetic influence survives his most re-
markable sacrifice of himeelf for a lost
cauce.”

Surg.-Geu, A. 8mith, M.D., C.B,, retind
list, Army Medical Department, Las becn
appointed honorary physician to the
Queen. The gallant cthicer served in the
Crimea, Jowake, and Aighan csempaigne
receiving the medal for each, and the C.B,
in addition for the latter,

With the approval of the Sccretary fcr
War, the annual prize meeting of the Na-
tional Artillery Association and Camp of
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‘Tostruction connected therewith will be
held at 8hoeburyness from Saturday,Aug
4th, to Saturday, Aug. 11th,

General Lord Roberts has been enter-
tained at Newcastle hy the members of
-the North of England Volunteer Service
Institution. Sir Heory Havelock-Allen
-preeided over a largeattendance of regular
and volunteer officers, In the couree of
his remarke, the dictinguished guest eaid
tL at nothing had struck him more, on his
return to Eogland sfter a long sojsurn
abroad, than to see the thoroughness of the
spirit which aypareuntly animates voluan-
teer cfficers and volunteers in all ranke,
. and their determination that they will do
all in their power to qualify themselves
for their celf-taken task, He had such a
bigh opinion of the volunteers that, al-
though he was aware of late years their
number of “ ¢fficients ” had increased an-
nually, he could not help expressing the
hope that there will be a still further
increase.

The old Benbow, one of the last, if not
the very last, of the  wooden walls”
which b mbarded Acre in 1840, is to dis-
appear from the navy list. The Benbow
was built some sixty yesrs ago as a third-
rate, and half of her lifetime has been
epent in harbor service at Sheerness as a
- floating coal depot. 8he is now rotten,
aod is to go to the ship breakers’, She
bas juet been replaced by the frigate Forte,

which hae been fitted for the purpose at a
cost of £1,200.

———

The bundredth anniversary of the first
employment of au air balloon for war pur-
poeee falis in the month of Juce next, the
event haviog happened twelve yeare after
the paper manufacturere, Etienne and
Joseph Montgolfier, made their first asceut
at Apnonsy in the balloon invented by
themeelves, These balloons — called
“ Montgo!fier's” by the inventors—were
fiiled with heated air engendered by the
burning of some substance underneath
the ba'loon, which was pear-shaped, and
open at the bottom. This was, however,
soon improved upon, and on the 27th
August of the following year M. Charles,
the renowned vatural philosopher, went
up from the Champs de Mars, near Paris,
in a balloon filled with bydregen ¢ae. It
was in a balloon of tke sa:g";pstn"o that
‘the first aerial journey was undertaken
from Berlin, the aeronaut being Blanchard,
who,on the 27th September, 1788, ascended
from the exercise ground near the Thier-
garten. During the siege of Charlerci, in
the Belgian Province of Hennegau, an
air-balloon rendered valuable services to
the French up to the 25th J une, 1794,
when the place fell into their hande, and
on the following day, when the tattle nesr
Fleurus was fought, the French obcerved
the movements of their antagonists from a
csptive balloon held in i paeition by
three cables,

Herr Dovz, the inventor of tte bullet-
proof ccat, is just now giving the public

at Wintergarten an opportunity of wit-
neseing scme practical experiments. The
coat was not originally designed to resist
the bullets of the new rifle, but Herr Dove

~ L as since brought his invention up to date,

and it is now cspable of keeping out the
bullets of tbe magazine rifle, In the
autumn Herr Dove intends to visit Lon-
don and Paris, and it 18 stated that he will
be prepared to act as a targat. [f so, the
importance of the invention will no doubt
be recognized, but it scarcely follows that
the military authorities will be any the
more willing to adopt it. The fact is that
the days of armor have paesed away.
Breastplates and oiber protectione were,
it is true, retained in use for some cen-
turies after the jnvention of gunpowder,

‘but in these days of maxim guns, and

light shelle, meliuite, and other explosives,
armor would be of no avail in war. More.
over, Herr Dove’s costume is said to be
too heavy for the use of trcops in the field,
aund this, of course, is the chief objection
to its adoption for military purposes.

Arrangements are being made at the
Royal Naval Barracks, Keyham, for car-
rying out experimeuts with carrier pigeons,
with a view to trainieg them for the tranas-
mission of despatches, Com. W. G.
White, who has voluntarily undertaken
the arrangements, has secured four pairs
of homers, which wi!l be kept for breeding
purpoees only. In about two months it is
expected that a number of young birds
will be ready to commence their prelim-
inary training. At Portsmcuth similar
arrangements are being made, and it is in-
tended that to & certain extent the two
ports sball co-operate. Commander White
inteods to train his birds from distances in
a couth, eouth-westerly and westerly direc-
tion, whilet Portsraouth will train from
south, south-easterly and easterly points.
After having been made thoroughly
acquainted with their own neighborhood,
the birde at Keyham will be flown from
the Sound, and subsequently the Chaanel,
Birds will be sent out in vescels under-
going steam trials, and by the time the
naval manceuvres commence il i3 expected
they will be sufficiently well educated to
undergo practicul tests. A’though the
Naval Iotelligence Department at White-
hall are tsking rpecial interest in the
various systeme of training pigeons em-
ployed by other nations, the English Gov-
ernment do not allow one penny for train-
ing pigeons for their own purposes,

—

For some months pest the authorities
at the Todia cffi:e bave begn ergaged in
investigatiog an extraordinary story as to
hidden t;easure in India. It seems that
soms time ago a private in the 2nd Bat-
ialion of the Royal West Surrey Regiment
died at Wandsworth. On bis desth bed
he stated that he took part in the war with
Burma in the autumu of 1885, and was
amovog the troops which eurrounded King
Theebaw’s palace at Maudalay. According
to his confeseion he aund aunother private,
named White, entered the palace during
the night, and after eeveral exciting ad-

veatures discovercd, quite by accident; tire
Kirg’s crown aud regalia. Tuese they at
once took possession of, and prowptly
conveyed them out of the palace. The
jewels, it ie stated, were worth an immense
sum. Their maesive gold settinge made
them heavy and cumbereome, aad the two

-soldiere, being afraid of detection, baried

them just outside the palace grounds.
Shortly aftezwards a :entry box was placed
upou the very eite, and according to_the
statement made by the dying soldier the
jewela are still there, White, upon being
told that no barm would -befall him, ad-
mitted that the-story told by his dead
comrade was correct. Subeequently the
Earl of Kimberley, through his secretary,
wrcte stating that the government of India
were prepared to givs White 10 per cent.
on any property he migkt discover up to
the value of 100,000 rupees, and 5 per
cent. on the remainder if any should be
found in excess of that value. Ex Private
White is now on his way to Indis, and i3
confident of his. ability—a confideuce ap-
parently shared in by the authorities—to
find the buried treasure. It is remem-
bered now that the jewels found in the
palace were not €0 numerous or valuable
as was expected, but it was thought at the
time that many had been tsken away by
the women who were allowed to leave.

The first anoual dinner of members of
the North-West Rebellion Field Force

‘resident in the eastern part of the Terri-

tories, which took place at the Queen’s
on Monday night, was one of the unigue
events of the times, Around the admir-
ably epread tables of Host Cleverly cat a
large contingeat of the N.-W.F.F, gather-
ed principally from Moosomin and district,
but including representative veterans from
as far north as Yorkton and as far eastas
Winnipeg. Doring the divner, which
needless to say was excellently prepared
and called forth the highest praise from
all the guests, the Mossomin Orchestra,
led by Mr. R. Smart, played some of thoir
high class selections which were much
epjoyed. The chair was fillel by Mr.
Sheriff Murphy (Traneport officer at the
Front). The vics-chair was taken by Mr.
B. Teonyton (French’s Scouts). The
otber Veterzas actively couneclel with
the dinnsr were : Cipt. Harris (Chief In.
specior of horees for the whaole Field Force
and Senior Vet. Surgeon of Cinada) ; Rev.
Welbury T. Mitton, (Traosport); W.
White, Q C. (Transport Officer at the base,
Bsit'eford Column) ; A. E. Christe, (Mid-
laud Battalioe); E. A. ©° McLorg, (Boul-
ton’s Scoute); E. Gater, (Boulton’sScoutr);
A. G. Hamilton, (Transpor ); W. M ttea,
(Traneport) ; Hon. C. H. Mianers, (Boul.
ton’s Scoute); H. B. Savin, (Boulton’s
Scoute); W. Bruce, (Transport); R. W,
B. Eustace, (Extra A.D.C); H. P. Chris-
tie, Hazclcliffe, (Scout); Jas, Norris,
Winnipeg, (Halifax Battalion); W. B.
Duulop, Yorktoo, (Traveport); J. J.
Young, (Regina Home Guard-).

Before the tcart list was commenced Mr,
Fred. Gibson eounded the reveille on the
cornet, and the usual Joyal toaste were
then du'y hcrored.



THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE 11

Pt

The.toast of  The General and Staff”
was drunk with hearty enthusisem to the
sirains of ¢ See ithe Corquering Hero
Comes,” played by the orchestra.

Mr. Ed. Gater sang * The Veteran”
aniid Joud applause.

The next toast was *‘ Fallen Comrades.”
_This was honored silently by the company,
the orchestra playing the Dead March in
Saul.

The toast of the evening, “ The N. W.
F.F.” was the rignal for an outburst of
speech making and corresponding erup-
tion of enthusiasm. The list of names
coupled with the toast was a loog one,
commencing with that of Capt. Constan-
tine (N.W.M.P.) A letter was read from
the Captain regretting his absence from
town and wiehirg the company a jolly
evening.

Mr. E. A. C. McLorg, replying for the
Horee, thanked the company for the very
tasteful way in which they bad drunk bis

bealth and concluded a bricf but interest-
ing speech amid loud applause.

Mr. E. G ver, who divided the honors
with C .p'. Harris for the #peech of the
eveaing, said: Comrades and gentlemen,
I feel highly bonored in being called en
to rep'y to the toast of the N. W. F. F.
I am glud to tee 80 many members of that
force here this evening. We have had
eome troutle in starting this annual din-
ner, hut another year I venture 15 predict
will see four or five times the sumber here.
(Cheers) I feelit an honor to have be-
looged to Boulton’s force through the
campaiga and if there was any trouble
again I should be proud to enlist again
under ¥ jor Boulton. I am g'ad to pay
a tribute to-night to the Artillery, coupled
with the names of Major Peters and Major
S8hort. Some pereon signing bimself
“ Jbiter Dicta,” writing in the Winnipeg
Free Press has brought in Major Shori's
pame in decrying Geoeral Middleton and
hus made the statement that if it had not
-b-en for Mujor Short, Batoche would not
Lhave been tiken. Now, I do.’c want to
deery the late Mujor Short. It he had only
hud his chance be would have been a V.c-
toria C.oe8 man, and that is a great honor;
but Msj,r Short was never at any time
duriog the Rebellion within 150 miles of
Batoche. “ Obiter Dicta” is either a liar
—or a1 ass. Mr. Gater went to pay a
tribute to the late Capt. French and his
scouts, t> the Midland -Battalion, the
Grenadiere, the Nintieth and the Trans-
port. At the charge of Batoche, said the
tp-aker, I suddenly found wyeelf separat-
ed from the company and under the
enewy’s fire, A certain eergeaut, seeicg
my position, brought a file of men and
rescued me from what I thought was a
perilous position, That Sergeant I after-
wards diecovered was A. E. Christie.
The day we marched into B.toche with
Frencl’s Scouts I was riding a horse
who could not etand fireand I had just let
down my bridle when the fir'og began and
my horse bolted. If it had not been for
Mr. Tennyson, who rode a white pony
and captured my horse I should have Leen
waseacraed, I wish to take this oppor-

tunity of referring to the letters which

have been nppearing in the press.

A certain person signing himself Lieut.-
Col. Houghton bas made statements about
hie commanding officer which are totally
unbecoming an cfficer and a gentleman.
He hae made a number of statements
which I have no hesitation in characteriz-
ing a8 falee, and I consider General Middle-
ton bas behaved in more thau a lenient
way in not saying why Col. Houghion was
sent back from Bawoche. Why was Col.
Houghton galloping wildly about brand-
ithing an Infauty waw’s rifle? I say,
gentlemen, tkai Geperal Middleton be-
haved all through tkat cawpaign as a
man wearing the Victoria Croes snd the
Victoria Croes is the noblest badge any
man in the world can wear,

Mr. Tennyson sang ¢ The Scout” which
was received with cheers, and Mr. A. E,
Caristie followed with * Pork, Beans and
Hardtack,” apologizingfor it on the ground
that he was only acked to sing it two
months ago.

Mr. Christie made ar eloguent and witty
epeech in replying for the Foot, and Mr.
J. T. Thompsca followed with ¢ Drill Ye
Terriore, Drill.”

Cap*. Harris said : Gentlemen and fel-
low comrades, I am proud to respond to
this toast, and yet sorry in one way be-
cauee I was not told about it till to-night.
I am a true blue Artillery man, having
been in the artillery for twenty-five years.
If we ever have another rebellion I dou’t
think it will be necessary to ask for volua-
teers in the east, We have the bone and
sinew in the North-West to take up arms
for the Queen and make a corps eecond to
none in Canada. Well, gentlemen, I've
had a little active service and seen blood
spilled. My comrade Mr. Cleverly can teil
you that we were in the rebellion of '66
aod again in ’69, and wherever those Lig
guns went they were & terror to evil doers,
IwnasatFieh Creek the first day the Gatling
gun was fired and I bave in my house tke
first two shells fired. Iam proud to sup-
port what Mr, Gater has said in praise of
General M‘ddleton. Ou one occasion C ),
D«nison ¢sid he wouldu’iallow me to leave
the camp, but the General eaid “ You
cav'c stop that man—1've no control over
him at all” I always found General
Middleton a perfect gentleman in every
way.

Mr. White, QC, replied to the toast
of the Transport and thanked them on
behalf of the 600 he bad the honor of
comumandiog at the base. Although oot in
the line of fire their porition wai always a
perilous ove, aud while they did not bleed
for thier country they all bled their coun-
try to the extentof $5 a day and upwards,
Whatever might be said about the Trans.
port they had the pleasure of knowing it
was an efficient one,

Rev. W. T. Mitton eaid it was a good
thiog to let sleeping doga lie—they did lie
aoyway, even here. Mr. Mitlon proceeded
to give some of is very amusicg remiois-
cences in the rebellion as a “ bull driver”
in the “ flying column.” Mr. M tion des-
cribed his adveutures with the oxen, re-

calling well knowu figures and places and
concluded awid loud cheers.

8heriff Murphy eaid he was glad to re-
ply for the Traneport by come sarcastically
called “high priced.” After stating that
the 2ud of April was selected as being the
annivereary of the starting of the columa
from Qu’Appelle, the Sheriff concluded by

-eaying that while the rebellion was nota

first class war it taught them that a Briton,
no watter whether he came from England,
Ireland, Bcotland, Wales and Cansda, is
always willing to take up arms and fight
for his Queen,

Mr. Alex. Hamilton s2id it was during
the rebellion that he firet met Msjor White
and Capt. Murphy. He (the speaker) bad
the honor of being in charge of a divigion
of the Transport (voice: “ who drank
those hospital comforts °  Well, though
ounly io & humble position Idid wy duty.
There’s uo uee telling you what I did, be-
cause I did a great deal that didu’c redound
to my credit and if anyone was to tuke up
arme against the Government of Caneda I
would be bspyy to do the same again )

 Abeent Comrades ” was followed by
“The Girl I left behicd me” frem the
band.

“ Our hest and Lostees and the band”
was druok with honors and neatly replied
to by Mr. C everly.

Dr. Harrie eang with much feeling the
8t. Paul cong “ Blue Bottles” and Capt.
Christie gave a very appropriate recitation.
Sergt. M:jor Morris was called on and
made a neat speech,

“ The Prees” was proposed by Mr,
White and replied to by Mr.J. J. Young,
and soon afterwards the happy gathering
broke up with *“ Auld Lang Syne”—
Mooscmin N. W. T. Spectator, April 5.h.,

—r—lp- P P—r———

The Commandant and the
Militia.

(From the St. Johns, P.Q., News.)

Oue of the best abused men in Canada
to-day, exclusive at least of the nob'e and
patriotic tand of politicians, is M jor-
G.neral Herbert. Fortunately the M jr-
General ie not a censitive man, and we
do not therefore imagine that he will be
eeriously sffected by what the critics and
commentators sre eaying about him. The
trouble is all owing to the fact that a re-
port of the Commandant of the Canadian
Militia hase just seen the light of day, and
that this report is far from pleasant read-
ing to the mejirity of cfticers and men
who form the voluuteer force, and to a
coneiderable extent the regular force of
this broad dominion. But the question
arises, is the report correct? or in other
worde, i8 tLe General unfair, inaccurs.te
or prejadiced in his strictures? D flerent
replies will of course be returned to these
quettions. Every cne, and especially
every one who is even remotely connected
with the militia force, will have his own
theory ; but so far as we are corcerned,
while it is aiways unpleasant to eay us-
pleacant thinge, our honest conviction is
that General Herbert bas not left very
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wide open the door for hypercritical con-
demnation. We are only deceiving our-
selves when we try to make ourselves
believe that the volunteer force of C.nada
is as effective as it is generally repreasnted
to be, or even a8 it ought to be, and we
are only encouraging the profligate waste
of the public funds when we approve of
the manner in which much ot the appro-
priations for militia purposes is expended.
Many of the corps ars lamentably weak
aod ineffective, and so far as our observa-
tion extends the infantry suffers in com-
parison with other arms of the service.

It must be borne in'mind that the re-
port of General Herbert is for the year of
1892. Why it has taken so long to get
the views of the Commandant before the
public must be left to the red-tapists of
Ottawa to expiain. It would have served
a more ueeful purpose had the report
been published a year ago, when matters
referred to by the General were fresh in
the minds of the people, Whether iu the
jnterim the Commandant has had occa-
sion to modify his views, or whether he
has seen, ue the result of his efforts, any
improvemeunts 1 the force, we are not
aware, and we suppose shall not koow
until another year shall have rolled away.

Speaking of the permanent force of the
country, General Herbert institutes a
comparison between the artillery and the
infantry, to the detriment of the latier,
and he attributes the superiority of the
artillery to the fact that the batteries were
organized by & competent officer of the
imperial army (Col. Strange), while the
RRC.I at its inception lacked the guid-
ance and fostering care of a similar com-
petent and experienced officer, It is not
for us to paes judgment on this delicate
poinot. As a matter of fact we are not
qualified to do 8o, but it is quite apparent
from what we hear and read that the
declaration of the General in this par-
ticular will be sharply questioned. It is
openly charged, both by members of the
force and by politicians, that the Com-
mandant i8 biased in favor of imperial
officers, that he would hke to see all the
highest positions in the Canadian militia
filled by men who have served in the
English army, and that his preference
now for the artillery over the other arms
of the eervice is eimply a result of this
bive of opinion.

However this may be, and however
thia report in other particulars may be
challenged and criticized, one cannot
ignore the fact that Geoeral Herbert is a
good soldier, and is & man who poseesses
the courage of his convictions.

(As a matter of coure the MiLITARY

GazerrE ie not committed to an endorea-
tion of its contemporary’s opinion.)

——— -4
Lieut.-Col. d'Oreonvens, D. A. G., is
now making an inepection of his military
district. '
——e—————
The rifis competitionsat the Bisley rauges

beglin this year on July 9, and preparations
{qr the mootiog are fn active proZress.

Martini-Metford Cartridge.

By Capr. Freo, C. WurrELE, R.L.

Now that the long wiebed for charge in
the S.A. armament of the Cavadiaa service
may be deemed s fixed faci, and the
adopted rifle, the Martini-Metford, which
may be eaid o be that used in the Im-
perial service, minus the magazine, a few
words on the ammunition used in this
‘303 nfle and a description of the contents
of thoee cartridges may at this time
prove interesting.

Our rifle ““ to be ” is the Metford barrel,
with the Martini stock and breech action,
elightly altered to fit the new require-
ments. The twist of the rifling is one
turn in ten inches, and is in the opposite
direction to that of the Martini-Heory,
but the trajectory is so flat that there is
po safe place for infantry to 500 yards.
The penetration is very great, a bullet
fired at 100 yards is said to have passed
throvgh the centre of a pine tree 22 inches
in diameter, and bad force enough left to
go through a couple of men %ad they been
sheltering behind it, thus ehowing that
trees are now no protection from rifle
fire. The cartridge is a solid drawn brass
shel), bottle-ehaped and very prettily pro-
portioned ; it is three inches long over all,
and roughly speaking, seven-sixteenths of
an inch in diemeter at the bace inside the
flange, tapering to three-eights of an inch
at the neck, one and thirteen-eixteenths of
an inch from the bace, and three-eighths
inch more in length for seating the bul
let. Thie bullet, which is one and one-
querter inch long, is made of lead cased
with nickel, and flush at the base, the
casing being turned in over the lead; it
weighe 215 graine, and is of the diameter
of the bore of the rifle at the widest
point, which ie measured across the bot-
tom of the grooves, thus being of suffi-
cient thickness to be forced into the groves
when fired. Half & million of theee nice
little cartridges are now in store on the
Citadel of Quebec, and are pumbered
Mark II., loaded with black pellet powder
The highly-trained mechanical staff of
our cartridge factory are doubtless now
prepared to proceed with the manufacture
of this ammuoition,

The powder pellet is made of the ordin-
ary black rifle powder of the required
density, but instead of being granulated
ie compressed into & pellet of the size of
the shell, having a fire-hole in the centre
through its leogth to insure thorough and
instantaneous igoition throughout the
charge. The cartridge case is necked or
bottled over the pellet, the bullet seated,
and fically capped. The cartridge weighe,
ready for uee, 438 grains, being 42 grains
lighter than the Martini bullet. The pow-
der pellet weighs 70} grains, plus or
mious 3} grains, the variation allowed in
the charging, which ehould be reduced to
a8 limit of half a grain, The initial velo-
city is 1830 feet per second, being 500 more
than that of the Martivi-Henry. Mark I.
is loaded with cordite, which gives an
initial velocity of 2000 feet per second.
What is cordite? This qeeticn cainot

be better or more clearly answered than
in the words of Lt.-Col. Barker, R.4,, in
his lecture given before the Roysl Art'l.
lery Iostitute, 23rd Japuary, 1893, and
published in the journals of that institute,

Cordite is a smokelese propellant of
the combined (ineoluble) nitro-cellulose
(or gun cotton) and nitro-glycerine type,
Its composition was determined by a comm-
mittee (the Explosives Comm ittee) of most
distinguiched chemists, with Sir Frederick
Abel as preeident.
the proportion of the ingredients should /I
be gun coltcn, 37 per cent.; nitro-glycer-
ine, 58 per cent., and mineral jelly, 5 per
cent, (Mineral jelly (vaselin) is the liquid
which dietils over from petroleum at tem-
peratures above 200°c.) It is a hydro-
carbon, richer in carbon than petroleum,
aud it boils about 278%.) The gun cotton
is first dried (in the form of 9 ounce

uriee) down to about 1 per cent. mois-
ture. Then a portior, 2731be., is placed
in a brase-lined box, and 43}lbs. nitro-
glycerine are carefully pouied over it.
Theee ingredients are then carefully mixed
by band and taken to the incorporsting
machines, and the whole is brought into
a gelatinous coundition by the addition of
about 1510 16lba. of acetone, which is
poured over the charge in the incorpora-
ting machine, and worked up into a kind
of dougb. (Acetone is a colorless fra-
grant liquid, ep. gr. 0. 81, atd boiling at
56 3°c. Its chemical title is * di-mithyl-
ketone.” It is also called * pyro-acetic
spirit,” and is obtained among the pro-
ducts of the distillation of wood.) 3§ be,
of miaeral jelly are afterwards added,
and the material is incorporated or mixed
for seven hours. When it has been
sufficiently incorporated and is ready, the
charge is taken to the press house, where
it ia equeezed in a cylinder, one end of
which hae & emall hole of the required
size for the cordite, which is squirted
tbrough by means of & plunger or piston
pressing on the other end of the cylinder,
The cylinder is fitted with composition,
and the plunger puehes or equirts the soft
material in the form of cord or etring of
the thickness required. The sizes are

~_0375 in., which is used for the riflo,Gp

toa ‘5 in., which Las been experimentally \

!

They decided that ,

used with a beavy B.L. gun with eatis. \

factory results. This string ie wound on
reels for the rmaller, or cut into lengths'
for the larger natures, Itis then placed
in & etove and is dried, to get rid of the
acetone at 100 degrees Fakr., fromn three
to nine daye, according to the thickness
of the cordite. It is afterwards blended
in the rifie cordite, by takinz the produc-
tion of ten preesee, which are on * one-

strand ” reels, and winding these on to

one “ ten-3trand ”” reel. Then the cordite
on gix ¢ ten-strand ” reels is wound on to
one drum, which makes vp a rope or
cord of 60 strande, which in short leng'hs
form the 304 grain)charge of the magazine
rifle. The larger natures of cordite are
blended on the same princip'es a3 guu.-
powder. The strange anowaly of two
of the moet violent explosives known,
nitro-g'yceri.e gud gui-.otion, when

4“
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combined in pearly eqnil proportione,
producing 8 woderate explosive under
control, was the starting point of a new
era in emokeless powder. C)rdite bas
proved iteel? to be very eafe to manufac-
ture in its later stsges, i.e, after incor-
poration. The emall-arm magazine rifle
undoubtedly suffers in the bore from the
great heat evolved end the high velocity
im parted to tbe prejactile, but this d'ffi-
culty bas been almost overcome by the
use of a suitable wad.

The Director-General eaid: * With re-
gard to the erotion we do nct know much
yet, but that is a matter of course that
bas etill to be proved by actual experi-
mente,”

The dsmaging effects of the Lec-Met.
ford tullet are graphically related by
Vet.-Surgeon Capt. F. Saith in a psp:r
read before the Royal United Service lo-
etitution, describingthe experiments which
be conducted sgainst the tones of borses
at ranges from 50 to 1000 yarde. ¢ The
results of these experiments were aston-
ishiug ; the damage done to bounes and
joints was such as was never anticipated,
and it was seen that, eo far as the diame-
ter of the bullet was concerned, it might
eafely be calculated to itflict a maximum
of damege on vital parts of the body, and
demonstrated the intence destruction
which a small bullet was capable of in-
flicting on the denee tissues of the Lody,
such as bones and joints, The outcon.e
of these experiments was the adoption of
the Lec-Metford bullet a8 we now know
i"”

Some firing experiments were lately
made on Beaufort Fiate range with Mar-
tini ammunition loaded with S.R. or
emokelees rifle, a granulated slaty yellow
smokeless powder, manufactured by the
Smokelees Powder Company of England,
resulting in its favor by an average of 15
points per man over the ordinary black
powder, and the recoil of the Martini-
Henry, it appears, was materially re-
duced, But a firing trial on the rifle
raoge is not alone eufficient to decide the
merits of any explosive, and as cordite
bas been adopted in the lmperial service
after wost searching investigaticns in all
pointe by H.ILM, Ordnance Committee,
Ly such emineot experienced men as Sir
Frederick Abel and Dr. Andereon, the
Director-General, their experience should
bave cooeiderable weight 10 this impor-
tant question of the composition of the
charge for the °303 cariridge now about

to be introduced into the Canadian eer-
vice.

————eall P

Coxey’s army of tramps are still on the
march for Washington, trum msny points
of the compass. The number that will
reach there even Coxey admits (o be quite
uncertain ; but he thioks there ought 1o be
from 300,000 to 600,000 around the capi-
tal by the 1ot of May. If a reported inter-
view with the chief of the tramps be cor-
rectly given, he prelicts that * sume spark
will swart a fire tbhat will be worse than
any prairie cooflagralion ever known.”
Tnis may be, Lut we doubt much that
C xey’s aimy will ever reach one-fourth
tbe number mentioncd above. Already
various divisions of the arny in the west
are coming into contlict with the U. S,
troop?. It s impoesible 1o believe that the
Wacnington Goverument will allow tLese
marauders to get the upper band or to
8sume diotatorial powers,

MILITIA REPORT.

SHARP CRITICISM BY MAJOR-GEN.
HERBERT.

Orrawa, April 19.—The *naual report of
the Min ster of Militia aad Dasfenc», which
was brought down to-day, bas been received
with moch more than the urual interest.
Tbie 1a because of the report of the M»jor-
Genersl comm ndirg, which it contains.

Major-Grneral Berberts report is  of
courge the fi-et turned to, At the outeet he
writes :—¢ Both the cavalry and infantry
of the permanent force are far below the
the standard of ¢« ffi ‘iency whiclL has been at-
tained by the aitiltery, This ir due entirely
to the fact that the officers sppcinted to
raise and organ 'z s these forces, ualike the
Imperial (flizers who lald the fiundatfons
of the Royal Canadian Artillery, had not
the accurate knowlidze and practical ex-
perience cf military a¢miniatration which ie
ludispenrable to those intrusted with com-
mapd. Nsither had they the aesistance of
carefully trained snd selected non-commis-
sioned cffi ere. They bave therefore becn
obliged to feel thelr w4y where they should
have seen it clearly, and to learn bit by bit
that with wbich they should bhave been
fomiliar by conetant habit. They deserve,
however, none the less, credit for the meag-
ure of success which hag attended. their ef.
forte, Siuce the withdrawal of the [mperial
troops there has existed in Oanada nothing
that could serve as a model or standard of
military orgunization and «ffi siency for the
guidance of the militia. I have endeavour-
ed, therefore, by means of improved organiz-
ation and dlstribution of the small perma-
nent force at my disposal, to remedy to a
certaln extent this deficlency. With this
ol j ot several changes have been made dur-
ing the past year.”

The Officers.

After reciting the changes made and
drawing attention to the lack of professional
attainmenta in the officers of the Canadian
permaunent force, the Msjor-General goes on
to remark thst the namber of men enlisied
has been ens ffi :jent to make good the wagte
arising from various cavses, and pointsoat
that it must oe observed that no special
meagures have been t.ken to make known
to the public the advuntages which are of-
fered by the permasent service, and that he
has found it necessary to check the uncon-
trolled readmission of men into the ranke
from which they had already been dis-
charged.

The Efficient ¥Force

In discussing the general condition of the
active militia, Msjor.Ganeral Herbsrt pointe
out that previeion ig m+de for 28 710 in.
fantry of all ranks, divided as follows; —
Officers, 2564; ron-ccmmiscioned « ffizers,
3628 ; bandemen and buglers, 2,662; pri-
vates, 19856, The total number of rifl :6
which under the most favourable circum-
stances could be placed in line would thue
be oniy 69 per cent. of the total nomber of
men. A comparison betwen Canadian and
Eoglish militia showe that in Canada the
number of cffizers to privates (combatant)
is one to eight, whils 1n Eagland it le only
one to thirty-two. The proportion of non-
commissioned « flizeas to privates (combat-
aof) is one to five, while in Eogland it is
one to ten. After stating the propoationa
Msjor-General Herbert writes : ~« A deduc-
tion of 25 per cent, can be mde from the
numbers authoriged for rural battalions of
militls, end this defisit exists entirely in the
rank of the privates, since the commaadiog
«fli :ers always permit the non-commiecioned
ranke to be filled up regardless of coneldera-
tions a8 to fi'ness or quwlifi:ation. A fur-
ther deduction of 25 per cent. can be made
for men withdrawn from the ranks for vari.
ous reasons, and who, while they draw pay,
do oot utdergo auy training as infantry
soldiers, Thus, the poasible 19,856 privates
allowed by the establisbment s gaiokly re-
duced below 10,000, which represents the
meximom total strength of Infantry that
would recelve elementary {nstruction ia
drill if the whole force was oalled out,

Suggested Remedies.

“Thlg condition can only be remedieq :
13t, By a fi m refasal to authoriz» the form-
ation of new units. 21d. By raising the
establishment of existing ¢ ffi sient anita to s
strength consictent with military reqnire-
ments, 3:d. By the disbanding of inefS.
cient units, By thege meansa consolidation
of the torce will be « ff cted, There will be
fower pzr:one occupying commissioned and
non-commissivned appointments, but there
will be a larger defensive foroe, and as there
will be & greater nomber of men In the
ranks, there will be a more extensive field
for the selection of euitable and qualidd
men for the superior grades. It wili, more
over, enable a clerk to be put upon the issue
of tbose allowances for which at present the
conuntry receives no real value,”

The Msjsr-General closes his report upon
the general condition of ihe militia as fol.
lows : —1 cannot cloee this report without
expregsing my sppreciation of the excellent
mterial that exists in this ocountry for the
formation Jof a military force. There are
men of all ranks in the militia whose earn.
edtness and zsal are beyond all praise, who
are actuated by a high sense of duty, and
w!:ogx any officer must feel proud to com.
m‘n .

=l OG-

PRESENTATION.

—

In commemoration of the tenth anni.
versary of the establishment of the Military
School in 8t. Johne, and to mark the good
feeling that bas always existed between
the barracks and the town, a double pre-
eeotation was made to the Company on
behalf of a number of citizens of St.Johns
on Thureday of last week. The presen-
tation took the form of an elegant cabinet
of forke, knives, spoons, etc., to the offi-
cers’ mess and a handeome marble clock
1o the sergeants’ mess. The cabinet con-
tained about 200 pieces of the best qua-
druple electro plate, each article being
stamped with the initisls “R. R, C.1.,”
while the artistic oak case in which they
were placed contained this iascription :

“ Presented to the Officers’ Mess of No. 3
Co, R R.CI, by friends in St. Johns,
April, 1894.”

The spoons, knives, forks, etc., are of a
remarkably chaste design, as well as the
case in which they are enclosed and all
reflect credit upon the enterprising firm of
Meeers. Simpson, Hall & Miller, Notre-
Dame street, Montreal, from whom they
were purchased. Thbe clock is & Freoch
timepiece of inlaid black marble aod
bears an inscription similar to that on the
cabinet. It is quite a gem in its way and
was purchased at the well-knowu estab-
lisbinent ot W .S. Walker, St. James St.,
Montreal, which is in itself a guarantee of
the excellency of the article.

The committee entrusted with the pleas.
aant task of procuring the gifts and makiog
the presentation proceeded by appointment
to the barra:ke oo Thureday afternoon of
last week and first visiting the cozy and
home-like room wherein the sergeants
bold social intercourse, tendered the
clock on behalf of the subscribers. The
ceremoony was & very informal one, Mr.
Carreau said 8 few pleasant and encour-.
agiog words in French aod Mr. Swith
epoke brietly in Buglish, and Sergt. Dox-
truder, in the absence of Sergt. Maj. Phil-

lips, received and warmly acknowledged
the compliment on bebalf of his compa-

pious io arms. Then the Commandaunt



14

THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

supplemented the proceedirgs with a few
felicitous remarkes and this part of the
ceremony was concluded.

The commitiee then adjonrned to the
ofticers’ mess, where the officers of the
Company were assembled. Mr. Carrean,
as chairman, again opened the proceed-
ings and gave a brief but very eloquent
address, iv which reference was made to
the military bistory of St. Johns and to
the stragetic importance of this old garri-
son town, This was followed by a more
formal address, which wae read by the
Secretary, Mr. J. L. Whatley, and which
was as follows :—

To LIEUT.-COLONEL D’ORSONNENS, D.A G.,
Commandant, and Officers of No.3 Com-
pany, R.RC IL:

SIR AND GENTLEMEN,—Having in view {he
fact that your Company hes just entered
upon the tenth year of 1ts establishment in
tbis town, we, the undersigned ciiizens of
&t. Johus, have deemed 1t a fitiing oppor-
tuanity ‘o publicly acknowledge that event
sand to extend our heartiest congratulations,
coupled with the hope that your connection
wita the historlo town on the Richelieu may
k6 -ontinued for many years to cowne.

To strengthen this link, and in apprecia-
tion of many courtesies extended, not for-
gotling the comrmercial advantages to the
business community by the presence of so
large an establishment in our midst, we
ask your ac:eplance of the accompanyin
cabinet of plate which has been subscribe
by some sixty friends in 81. Johus.

We would aleo wish to refer, with pleasur-
able remembrances, 1o the many officers
whno durlng the past years, have attended
the schoo), ad ing much to ihe sucial ad-
vantages of the neighborhood, and who, we
Jrust, hav- gone forth with credit to them-
sloves and consequent honor to their In.
structors, to take their part in the military
defence of this great Dominlon.

We canuol omlit to place on record our re-
oognition of the varled services rendered,
with your kipnd permission, by the non.com-
missioned officers and men under your com-
mand, t0 the community 2- }arge. These
efforts, we feel sure, have been fully appre-
clated, and Lheir success beurs testimony to
their many soldierly qualities.

In making this prese ntatioa, we desire you
10 accept the r«newed assurance of our high
esteem, and the expressed hope that future
years may serve to bind yet more closely
the milliary and civil life of 8t. Johns.

We have the honor to subacribe ourselves
on behalt of the citizens.

Yours very truthfully
J. P, CAvREAU, éhalrman.
J. L. WHA1LEY, Hon. 8ec.,

E. R. 8MITH,

R. GooLb, Managing
C. ARPIN, Committoe
A.J. WIGHT,

8t. Johns, P. Q., April 19th, 1894,

The Commandant, Lt. Col. d"Orsonnens,
accepted the testimonal on behalf of the
officers of the Company. He sapoke
first in French aod then in English.
Hewas very happy in his remarks and
very hearty in his thanks. Anythiog, he
gaid, that could etrengthen the kindly re-
lations that existed between the occupants
of the barracks and the citizens of the
town was certaioly a source of the ut.
most gratification to himself and to every-
one uonder his command. He referred to
the courtesy the school had ever received
from the citizeos of 8t. Johns, which was
emphasized by this presentation made
that day, and h~ said that vothing could
be mc.. appropriate or acceptable than
the handsome testitnonial which he had
the Looor and pleasure of accepting. This
terminated the proceedings, and after
mutual congratulations tue commit:ee
withdrew,

The following is the list of subzcribers
to the testimonial: —

» J,0'Cain (Mayor), B. Arpin, C, Arpin, E.
Archambeault, J. N. Boisvert, O. N. K. Bou-
cher, J. O, Brasesard, N. H. Beanlieu, J. B ack,
H. Black, W. Brosseaun, .A. Camaraire, J P.
Carreau, Hon, Judge Chagnon, L. Cosineau,
C. R. Courins, P.Cpassé, T. L. Dixon, P.J.
Duié, L. Forsue. 1. B. Futvoye, R. Goold, A.
Uervals, N. J. Gregoire, Dr. uirouard. E. H.
Heward, J. E. Hebert, T. Keefe, P. Labelle,
J. A, Lomme, J. E Molleur, A. Morin, J. 8.
Mensier, G. Marchaid, D. Macdonald, A,
Macdona'd, F. A, Macn, C Monneite, O,
Meunfer, L G. Macdonald, E. Morel, F.
kayeite, jr., H. Perchard, L. 8, Parfseau. J.
Quesael, J. B, Stewart, Bimard & Godin, K.
R.8mith, H, R. 8mith, H. 8t, Mars, W,
C. Tiouler, J. B.Tiesidder, W, H, W men,
A. Walmsley, G. H. Wilkioson, A.J, 1ght,
W.J. Wighy, J. L, Whatley,

Military Pensions.

Col. Prior, the member for Victoria,
B.C., has taken an early opportunity to
siguify hie intention of again urging upon
parliament the advieability of establishing
a peueion fuad for the permanent military
corps of Canada. When this proposition
way before the House of Commons last
eession it received sympathetic, if not
favorable, consideration from the Govern-
ment, and consequently there ie every
reason to hope that a further diecuesion
of it will not prove a waste of effort,
Specially is this the case inasmuch as the
advocates of ihe proposal are in a position
to present a peculiarly strong argument,
While there may be, aud no doubt are,
differences of opinion as to the wisdom of
superannuatiog ordinary public employes,
it cannot be doubted that the claim of a
soldier to a maintenance when by reason
of age or infirmity he is diequalified from
service approaches very near to an abso-
lute right. From this point cf view a
pension fund for our small, but none the
less neceseary, standing army, if euch it
can be called, might be easly justified,
but there is another and, to the public, &
more important aspect of the subject,
Canada has a volunteer militia force of
which it has many reasons to be proud,
and upon the bravery of which it could
confidently rely in case of an emergency
arising irom internal or external causee.
But on the battlefield a soldier needs ex-
perience and skill as well as conrage. For
these we look specially to the regular corps,
which, by their example and instruction,
are expected to impart to the volunteers
the conduct and discipline of veterans
when they are in action. It follows, there-
fore, that the maintenance of & high
standard in the permanent force is the
keystone upon which depends the cfficiency
of our militia, We had before 1871 Im-
perial troops in Canada to rely upon, but
on their withdrawal from Kingston and
Quebec it was considersd advisable to
establich regular batteries in those places,
This permaaent force, which began with
a strength of two hundred, now numbers
oue thousand, or thereabouts, a limit be.
yond which it may not be Decessary to go
for many years to come, Inceed, if the
country is prepared to be more carefu) ip
its military expenditure, it could not do
better than improve rather than increase
the regular service it now has, for in these

times ekill counts for more in war thap
pumbers. Twenty-five or fifty years 8go
the dashing but inexperien ced young man
might risc rapidly frow the rapks of
military ambition. It.. Wes & common
thing in those days for junior efficers with
influence and money to be thrust in front
of older and more experienced men. Bt
gince then war hac become more of g
science, and the danger of such promo-
tions has 1ncreased  proportionately.
Moreover, the modern appliances of battle
are so intricate and complicated that an
expert eoldier muet poesess nearly all the
qualifications of an electrical engineer.
1t is to the permanent corps that we look
for this clase of trained men; they are the
schools from which graduate the be:t
officezs and the best inetruotore, Military

men tell ua,and there is no reason to doubt
it, that good reliable non commissioned
officera are the backbone and mainstay of
any military orgauization, and it needs no
epecial knowledge on the pubjectto realize
that these cannot be obtained from ranks
that are filled with inferior men.

In view of these consideralions it is
hard to understand why less inducements
to long and faithful service are held out
to the regular soldiers than tc any other
putlic employees. At the outset their
pay is emall. The men enlist for three
years at forty cents & day, with food and
clothing, and by good behaviour this sum
may be increased to forty-seven certs,
One who riees frcm the ranks will receive
receive as corporal seventy cents a day,
as eergeant eighty cents day, as staff-ser-
geant §1 a day, or as ¢ergeant-major $1 25
a day. The officers it muet be remem-
bered, have outlays for uniforms aud so-
cial duties as well as calls upon their
pureces, from which the privates are ex-
ewpt. Yet the allowance of ceptains and
msjore is $105 a month, and of lieut.-
colonels, $125. The rmallpess of the re-
muneration is, however, not €0 much an
injury to the permanent corps as the fact
that no provision is made for the main-
tecance when they ate no longer fit for
service of thore who devote their lives to
the work. Both England and the United
Btates provides reasonable pensions, while
Canada, neglectiog the purely military
organizatione, pays retiring allowances to
the members of the Civil 8ervice and the
North-West Mounted Police. The effect
of pensioning eoldiers after long eervice
is to retain at the disposal of the country
the best men, and to develop experts in
the highly necessary science of attack
and defence. Money wisely spent in this
way i8 therefore a judicious and etates-
manlike investment. Besides this, we
konow that Canadians are constsntly seek-
ing and cbtaining positions in the Im.
perial service after they have received
8 military trainiog at the expenee of this
country. They go abroad in most cases,
reluctantly, because insufficient induce-
roents are offered them to remain at home.
Tlhetime has come when something should
be done to prevert this loss, and to make
better use of the material we have in this
country, A moderate pension for loo
services would be a very important, an
by no means expensive, step in that direc-
tion. It ought not to be regarded as an
extravagant use of money, but rather as
8 means of ensuring a better return for
the necessary expeaditure to which the
country i8 now put. A former Minieter
of Militia went 8o far as to prepare a bill
on the subject, and eoon, it is to be hoped,
Parliament will enact one.— Toronto Mail,

plated American
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