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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE TAILOR BIRD,

B The tailor warbler, a native of Ceylon, is
§ & minute species, measuring but three inches
fand o halt long; its general plumage is
f pale olive, throat yellow. The tailor bird
fmakes a nest in a manner truly curious. Its
B outside is made of two leaves, the oneis
i gonerally dend, which the bird fixes at the
end of some branch to the side of a living
one, by sewing both together, with little
P filaments or threads. Thus it makes a sort
B of pouch or purse to receive the nest. In
B doing this, the bill of the bird serves as a
B ncedle. Sometimes, instead of a dead leaf
B8 and o living one, two living ones are sew-
f ed together. Nobady would believe that
this was the work of a bird. Indeed it is
impossible for any one to look at what are
i called the works of nature, without seeing
3 that they are in truth the works of a great
W and gracious Providence. We see thismore
particularly in what appears to us some-
| what curious, but the same may be seen in
creatures the mostcommon, though we over-
E lovk them, because they are every day be-
BB fore us, and attract therefore but little at-
IR tention. .
Tur HumMING-BIRD’S NEsT.—Th
humming-bird usually builds her neston the
i upper side of @ horizontal limb of & troe;
§ not among the twigs, but on the body of the
B limb itself. In the woods it very often
E chooses a small white oak to build upop,
butin the garden or orchard, it selects an
Bk apple or pear tree. The branch on which it
builds is seldom more than ten feet from the
B ground. The wnest is about an inch in
B diometer, and as much in depth. Though and shooting parties, form encampments,
g they usually build on trees, their nests have aud spend weeks together under this noble
 occasionally been found on the stalks of shade. Itaffords a retreat for travellers,
i rank weeds, or even wheat. Butthisisun- and is pasticularly frequented by the reli-
§i common. gious tribes of the Hindoos. ~ 1t is curious
f Viewed from the ground, 2 hummmng-bird’s to observe the monkeys shewing off their
g test appears like a small knot or protuber- entertaining tricks, and teaching their young
& ance of the limb. It 1s formed of a kind of ones to select their food, and to jump from
M} grey moss, well cementod by the saliva of branch to branch, beginning «with littld at-
B the bird and welllined with the down of the tempts at firet, till they teach them in time
mullein,  They lay two purely white eggs, to be as nimble and active as themselves.—
f equally large at each em?, like a cranberry Those who live in hot climates can alone
 ean, but notquite solarge.  Onapproach- judge of the great delight of baving such
ing their nests they dart around onc’s head trees as these amongst them.
:With a humming sound; and what i3 not e————————

very common with bir , if their young BIOGRAPHY. |,

gare newly hatched, they will seat them-

fsclves on the nest when you are withina  CHRISTOPHER CoLuMBUS wasbom in
few feet of it. Italy about the year 1447. When he wis
ACCOUNT OF THE Baniax TREE.— quite aboy, he thought he should like to be

a sailor, and sail all round the world.

This is a tree which grows in India, and in
f some ofthe West India islands. Itissome- Wnen Columbus became a man, and

a bright scarlet colour. The great curiosity
of this tree is that it throws out from ever
branch 2 number of small fibres, whic
hang down, and in time grow so long as to
reach the ground ; then they tal:e root, and,
by degrees, become the stems of fresh trees,
which again throw out fresh branches, and
these branches produce fresh fibres, which
again take root and become new stems ; thus
there seams to be no end to the size or the
duration of this tree. Every tree is indeed
itself a grove. The stems are like pillars,
and the walk amongst them delightfully
shady and cool, and particularly agreeable
in the hot countries where it grows. [Its
branches afford a retreat, apd its fruit sup-
plies nourishment for monkeys, squitrels,
peacocks, and a great many different sorts
of birds. An ancient writer mentions w
tree of this kind which covered five acres of
ground, and says that ten -thousand men
might easily ﬁnx shelter under it.

There is now in India a Banian tree,
which-is nearly two thousand feet in circum-
ference, measured round the stems; the
overhanging brarches cover & much larger
space. 1t issaid that there are three hun-
dred and fifty large stems of this tree, and
more than three thousand of the smaller
ones; and ‘these are constantly increasing,
This tree is famed throughout Hindostan,
and we are told that the Indian armies en-
camp around it, und it is held in great re-
verence as 2 sort of sacred tree. It is said
that seven thousand men may find shelter
under this extraordinary tree. ‘The British
residents in India, whilst on their hunting

times called the Indian Fig, and its fruit is had sailed over many parts of the world, he
indeed «'sort of fig, which, when ripe, is of began to think that there must be some

other great countrybeside those that were al-
ready known.

Europe, Asia, and Africa were then
only known ; and, as Columbus knew that
the world was ‘round like an ornnge, he
thought it very unlikely that half of it should
have somuch land on it, and the other haif
nothing but water; for the land side he
thought would be too heavy for a proper
balance. Besidesthis, he heard thata map
who had sailed a very great way to the west
had taken up a piece of timber curiousl
carved ; and, as the wind wasblowing from,
the west, he concluded that th, zsust” have
come from some country to the westward,

Columbus went to live in Portugal, and
he begged the king of that country to assist
him in his attempts to discover the new con-
tinent ; but, as the king of Portugal refused,
this, he then applied to the king and queen
of Spain; and, after several years delay,
he had three ships granted him and was al-
lowed to try what he could do. These
ships were not much larger than good sized
boats, and he had only -ninety mcn alto-
gether.

° On the 34 of August, 1492, Columbus
set sail a little before sun-rise. Before they
had gone fer, they found that the ships
were in very bad repair, and the men began
to grumble at being sent on such an expe-
dition in such crazy ships, They steered
due westward. They >ucountered many dif-
ficulties, and had at different times dreadful
doubts and fears, but they continued their
courss. At length they saw some sea-weeds,
which gave them hopes that land was not
very far distant. Then they saw several
birds, and they were cheered still more.—
After a time, however, these things disap-
peared, and the men began to despair; and

they begged that Columbus would take them
back again to their own country, for they
were auite tired of seeing only sea aud no
land. Theofficers joined with the sailors,
and there was nothing but turdult and com-
plaints. At length Columbus told them,
that if they would be patient for three days,
if they did not see land in that time, he
would go back with them to Spain.

Soon after this, they saw more flocks of

birds, and they found = piece of cane new-
ly cut, and likewise a piece of timber
curicusly carved, and the branch of a tree
with red berries upon it.
felt sure that land was near.
night he saw a light; .there was soon a joy-
ful shout from one of the ships of ¢land,
land !” -7In the morning an island wasseen,

Columbus now
About mid-
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the fields of which were green; and it was
well stored with wood, and watered with
many rivulets. When they camp near the
coast, they saw a number of people, who
showed the grentest marks of wonder and
delight. The poor people were greatly sur-

rised at the fine appearance of the Span-
lerds; and, when they heard their guns
fired, they thought the noise was thunder.
After this discovery, Columbus returned
to Spain, and wasreceived by the king and
queen with every mark of honor and dis-
tinction. Then a flect was fitted out to go
in search of wore countries. In this second
voyage, other islands were found; auna, in
a third voyage, the great continent of Ame-
rica was discovercd. This was on the 1st
day of August, 1498.

Columbus had many enemies, who spoke
against him to the king of Spain, and he
was at one time brought back to Spain in
chains. But hie proved his innocence, and
was sent back to seek for more lends; and,
after many perils by land and by water, he
came back again to Spain, and was much
honoured there, till he died, three or four
years after his return,

ep——ina—.

———

THE PRIMROSE AND THE BRAMBLE,
. A Fuble,

. When nature wore her loveliest bloom,
And ficlds and kedges breathed perfume,
And every paiuted child of Spring,
Flutte: 4 in air its little wing.
Pleased a. I ranged a verdant field,

( Each sceve can some instruction yield,)

* Beneath a kedge within my view,

A Brambls and a Primrose grew.
Fancy, that all-creative poter,

Can give a tongue to every flower ;
And thus, as I pursued my walk,
To fancy’s ear they seen’d to talk.

T#e “ramble rear'd his thorny head,
And to hiz humble neighbor said,—
““Alas! thou poor unhappy thing,
Unblest with either thorn or sting.
What shall protect, if this lone shade,
The traveller’s trampling fect invade ?
AMe should ke dare to touch, with speed
He shall repent the audacious deed;
Suck insolence Pl soon repay,
£nd send him bleeding hence away

His boast the primrose meekly bears,
Nor felt from thence uneasy fears;
Since thorns she deen’d a Tess defence
Than unoffending innocence.

Ere long, to shun the noon-tide rays,

« Clese to the hedge a traveller strays;
The Bramble did as he kad plann’d,
And deeply seratch'd the traveller’s hand.
e sman, rescatful of the deed,

.Soon xooted up the worthless weed,
Tndignant toes'd it from his sight,
That none might suffer from its spite;

While undisturb'd the primrose blooms,
And all admire ker sweet perfumes.

My dearest yirls, the tale uttend,
And learn this mazim from a friend,
This tmaxim often-taught in vain,—
Hil-nature still produces pain :
At others though she atms her dare, +
dt turns und pierces her own fheart;
Fhils mechncss does the soul engage,
Admired, beloved, in youth and age.
———— e e,
L1ZZY M‘CALLUM.
Tremember my mother telling me of a poor
woman, & neigh{our'of her’s, who lived in
the same village at the foot of the Gram-
ians, and whose husband having died, left
ter with six children, the youngest only a
few months old. ‘¢ For many months (said
my mother), this worthy creature support-
ed herself r ad her six innocents by spinnin
literally almost day and night; and yet,
with all this exertion, she could only pro-
cure them the scantiest supply of the poor-
est fare, Barley porridge, without milk,
twice a-day, with perhaps the luxury of
potatoes and herrings to dinner once or twice
a week, formed their whole sustenance for
months together, so small was the remune-
ration for that kind of labour which the
mother alone counld'workat. Butduringall
this time, no one ever heard a complaint
from Lizzy M‘Callum; and although her
children’s wan looks told that their fare was
non+ of the best, still they were scrupulous-
ly neat and clean in their clothes—a feature
which seldom characterized their neighbours.
Being gentle, good-ratured childven, they
were always welcome playmates to you and
your sisters. In the winter evenings, they
participated in your pastimes of hunt the
slipperand blindman’s buff; and in the fine
days of summer, the young RM‘Callums
were equally necessary and, important allies
inchasing butterflies over the knowes, plait-
ingswords and caps of rushes in the meadow,
or catching minnows in the mill-burn. One
day (continued my mother, with a sigh, the
tears coursing down her venerable cheeks at
the recollection)—I remember as if it had
been yesterday—two of Lizzy’s little girl’s
were at play with you and your sister Har-
riet in our front parlour. You were then
both just about the same age, namely, five
and seven years; and as I chanced. to be
dealing out to Heyriet and you your cus-
tomary forenoon slice of bread and butter,
I offered a slice each to. Mary and Jessy
M<Callum. The latter, g mere infant, at
first involuntarily held out her little hand
with avidity, looked wistfully for a moment
at the tempting morsel, then suddenly with-
drawing herhand, as if a serpent had stung
her, and reddening like scarlet, timidly said,
¢ No, Ithank ye, mem.” ¢ Come, Mary,’
said I to her sister, ¢ 1am sure you will not
be so shy; you shall have both slices.” <1
arn much obleeged to ye, mem,’ replied the
sweet child, blushing like crimson; “but
my mither says we mauna take picces.ex-

cept in our ain house.” Such were the les.
sons of self-denial and decent prida implant-
ed by their worthy parent in tho minds of
theso innocent children of adversity.
Notsatisfied with providing for the mere
animal wants of her children, Lizay M«
Callum endeavoured, with the most untiring
assiduity and affection, so far as her own
humble acquirements went, to cultivate ths
minds and improve the manners of those
helpless and endearing charges which had
been entrusted to her sole care, Oue al-
ways sat by herside and read while she was
engaged in spinning, and in this way she §
taught the four eldest to read the Bible very §
accurotely. Psalms and questions from ths §
Shorter Catechism accompanied these in- §
structions ; and when these duties were over, i
if any of the juniors began to grow impa- B
tient or clamorous for food, she would oc- E
casionally resort to the innocent expedient §
of lilting the tune of ¢ Little what ye wha's §
coming,’ and making them dance to it, while ¥
she plied the task which was to procure |
them the next meal. M

The neighbour gossips often wondered £
how Lizzy M‘Callum found time to keep §
her cottage so trim, and her ¢ bairns sas B
\vysse-like,” for, excepting on Sunday, she
was always found at her wheel; and yet, 8
although her labour secemed without end, &
and her privations almost too much for htr- B
man fortitude to sustain, still Lizzy’s opon B
countenance ever wore the same calm good- I8
humoured smile, and her answer to any &
whose benevolence prompted them to offer B8
her pecuniary aid, was, ¢I am obleeged to g
ye—greatly obleeged I'm sure, but 1 need B8
naething, and the bairns ha’e aye a bite an’ Ji
a brat (i. e. food and clothes)—thanks to
the Giver, Every good result did indecd @
follow this excellent and humble-minded 35
woman, and her singular exertions in so k8§
worthy a cause were not without their re- B3
ward: for as her children grew up, they ES
wont to service among the farmers in the j8
neighbourhood, to whom their good con- B
duct soon recommended them ; and so much i
wera the M¢Callumsrespected and beloved, 58
that they invariably received higher wages |§¥
than was usually given to servants in their
station in that part of the country, But
none, sive those who have been similarly
circumstanced, can fully comprehend the
defight:of the widowed mother, when, on g
the forenoon of the term day, her rosy, §§
open-countenanced boys and girls—some of 3
whom were grown almost men and women 38
one after another dropped into their dear Ji
mother’s humble cottage, and with tears ¥}
their eyes, and looks glowing with happiness 8
and affection, placed in her lap ¢ fheir saii-
won penny fee.” Then would each, in his g
or her turn, receive the mother’s kiss, and £
her solemn blessing; and ere the tearsof §&
pleasure and filial love were woll-dry.on B
the’r cheeks, they would commence making &€
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8 "affoctionate inquiries respecting each other's

heolth and welfare; end while the young

g won gravely discussed the me: ‘tsof their re-

spective masters” farms, and learncdly des-

[ canted on the most proper rotation of crops,

the breeding of cattle, and the latest im-

B provementsin husbandry, the maidens would

which parental instruction and parental ox-,

ample have in forming the character and
tempers of children, and how much the
very humblest class of society can achieve
iniustilling into the minds of theit infant off-
spring principles of piety, rectitude of con-
duct, and benevolence of heart. Nonecan

ts earnestly enlargo on the ' _st modes of be so poor, or so engrossed, as to have vo

B deiry management, their several achieve-

ments in spinning linen yarn (an accom-

plishment in which all young females, whe-
§ ther mistress or servant, were generally pro-
Bl ficient at that period), the most approved

method of steeping and drying lint (flax),

3 20d who was the best carder of wool ; with
I many equally interesting and harmless to-
B8 pics, which frequently lasted till far in the
B afternoon, when, after partaking of a social
&¥ cupoftea, which atthatperiod was anarti-
3% clc used by the lower classes on special oc-
Y casions only, thisvirtuous family would take
N an affectionate leave of their mother, and
&X then the three brothers would each escort
B his sister to their respective homes.

By a few years’ saving and industry, the

B two eldest sons, James and Alexander, had
B¢ educated themselves as far as to be able, by
B the assistance of some kind friends, to begin
8 business as grocers in a handsome shopin

the most central part of the village. Here

R their industry and attention to business, no
3 less than the uniform probity of their deal-

; [ ings, soon acquired them trade; and ina

3 prov
. &formant mentioned, that when he last
g visited Lizzy M¢Callum, two of hergrand-
g children—finechubby, rosy-cheeked, flasen-
B heired; Jittle rogues—were receiving each
W < piece and jelly on’t from granny, because
M they had been guid bairas, and had *said
. thei:-l f;uestions without missing a single
g word."” -

B8 few months the shop of the M*Callums was
i frequently crowded with customers, while
3 those of their neighbours were quite empty.
¥ By and bye, their business, which hitherto
B had been contined to the vilage, gradually
J8 extended to the surrounding neighbourhood;
g and finally they attained the honour and
IR profit of supplying the small dealers in the
W& country round about with teas and groce-
B8 rics. When I last heard of them,” continued
28 oy mother, ¢ Lizzy was living in a nice
B little cottage in the outskirts of the village,
B built by her sons exsressly for her accom-
P modation,

% happily married ; and Andrew, the young-
OB cst son, who had become a2 mason, wasnow
I = builder of great respectability in Be—nr,
B vith his youngest sister Jessy acting as his
B bousekeeper. The two sisters, Elizabeth
o and Mary, had been married some years
k% before, one tos farmer in an adjacent parish,
% and the other to a dissenting minister be-
i longing to the village. Both marriages

Jamesand Alexanderwere both

fortunate in th~ extreme, aud my

I cannot canclude this simple narrative

¥ without remarking the vital importance

spare moment for the performance of this de-
lightful and momentous duty : none so igno-
rant as to be incapable of communicating to
their children something respecting the su-
preme ruler of the universe, and the duties
of his creatures—sonething illustrative of
tho beauty of truth, gentleness, and integti-
ty, and the utter shame and unworthiness
of falsehood, deceit, and all afgry passions.
Were subjects of this nature habitdully im-
pressed upon the ductile minds of children.
1t would materially assist in subduing those
evil and unruly propensities to which poor
humanity is so prone; and if to such pre-
cepts were added the good example of . pa-
rents, the result would in all probability be
the same as is exhibited in the simple story
above related,

DECISION OF CHARACTER,

“ T hardly kuow what to do.” *‘I have
a great mind to go.” *¢ I have a great mind
not to go.” ¢ X should never have doue it,
if I had not been over-persuaded.” Al
these and many such like sayings, are the
expressivns of weak miunds: people who,
without intending ill, are almost sure to act
ill, for want of decision of character. To
avoid such folly and weakness, make up your
mind as to what is right, and let no per-
suasion induce you to swerve from it, against
your better judgment,

“To be infirm of purpose, is to be at the
merey of the artful, or at the disposal of ac-
cident. Look around, and count the num-
bers who have, within your own knowiedge,
failed from want of firmuess. An excellent.
and wise mother gave the following excel-
lentadvice to hier son, with her dying breath,
‘ My son, early luarn how to say, No.”

A failure in this particular is one of the
most common faults of mankind, from the
highest to the lowest classes of society, and
is alike productive of mischicf and misery
in all. The following sketch is from hum-
ble life; recorded by a worthy clergyman,

““ How many of our misfortunes might
be prevented if we could eacl of usleara to
say {le little word, No! I remember when
I was a boy, an incident took place, which
serves to show the importance € the above
little word. In our village there lived 2
very fine young fellow, named Jones; he
was one of those who never could say, No.
It happened that a recruiting serjeant came
there to enlist soldiers, and being pleased
with the appearance of Jenes, he invited
him into the public house where he was
drinking. - Jones did not like to say No,

but went in,  Though a sober lad, not be-
ing able to say No. e soon got tipsy.—
Hoe then enlisted and went abrond. ilot
being able to say No, he fellinto bad com-
pany, and got connected with them in their
crimes. The last I heard of him was, that
he was in jail, under sentence of death, for
shee -stenl‘ing, but through the influeuce of
his friends, his sentence was mitigated to
transportation for life. Before lus reprieve
arrived, he spoke tosome friends who visit-
ed him, to the following eftect :—* My ruin
has been that I never had resolution enough
to say No. Al my crimes might have been
avoided could 1 have answered, No, to the
first invitation to do wrong ; but, not being
able to say No to a merry companion, even
when he invited me to commt o crime
thus becawe his accomplice.” .
Reader, doubt uot the truth ofitlus story,
but learn from it to take courage to say No.

WEEKLY MIRROR.
Fripay, May 22, 1835.

Since our last, London dates to the 15th
April have been received.

Addresses in favor of Sir Robert Peel’s
Administration continue to be voted in all .
parts of the Kingdom, some of them ad-
dressed to his Majesty, some to Sir Robert
Peel. They alf breathe a spirit of the most
devoted attachment to the Constitution, con-
sisting of King, Lords, and Commons, and
they pray for the continuance and lament
the resignation of Sir Robert Peel and his
Colleagues, as the persons most capable of
carrying on Reform with safety to theinsti-
tutions of the country.—N. F. paper,

A London paper states that there had
been 2 severe engagement between H. M.
Ship Canopus, commanded by the Hen.
Capt. Percy, and three Russian Men of
War,who attempted to pass the Dardanelles,
and were most gollantly opposed by the
Canopus. It is stated that she was nearly
cut to pieces, had 3 men killed and a great
many wounded. -

Torge16N. —The indemnity question was
taken up in the French Chambers on the
9th ult. and underwent & long discussion,
hut no decision had been come to.

The Constitutior frigate had arrived at
Havre. Mr. Livingston’s correspounderte
with his government, published in the Ame=
rican papers, had reached Paris and such
was the excitement created by it that be had
cousidered it prudent to retire to Holland
and wait the course of events. ,

et ettt

NEw PAPER.—A proslgectus has just
been issued of a Religious Paper to be pub-
lished at Lunenburg, N. S. once afortnight,
to be called the Colonial Churchimar. To
be conducted by a Society of Gentleman,.—
Terms'10s. per anaum.
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THR BOY WITHOUT A GENIUS,

My, Wiseman the schoolmaster, at the
end of bis summer vaecation, received a new
scholer with the following letter:

Siz,—This will be delivered to you by
vy son Samuel, whom I beg leave to com-
mit to your care, hoping that, by yeur well
kuown skill and attention, you will be able
to make somothing of him, which I am sor-
ry to say, none of his masters have hitherto
done. He is now eleven, and yet can do
nothing but read his mother tongue, and
that but indifferently. We sent him atseven
to a grammar school in our neighbourhood;
but his master soon found that his genius
was not turned to learning languages. He
was then put to writiag, but he set about it
so awkwardly that he made nothing of it.
He was tried at accounts, but it appeared
that he had no genius for that either. He
could do nothing in geography for want of
memory. In short, it he has any genius at
all, itZ)es not yet show itself. ButI trust
to your experience, in cases of this nature,
to discover what he is fit for, and to instruct
him accordingly. I beg to be favoured shost-
ly with your opinion about him, and remain,
sir,  Your most obedient servant,

HUMPHREY ACRES.

When' Mr. Wiseman had read this letter,
he shook his head, and said to his assistant,
A pretty subject they have sent us here ! a
Jad that hasa great genius for nothing atall,
But perhaps my friend Mr. Acres expects
that a boy should show a genius for a thing
befare he knows any thing about it—no un-.
common error! Let us see, however, what
the youth looks like. I suppose he is a
human creature at least.

DMaster Samuel Acres was now called in,
He came hanging down his head, and look-
ing as if ie was going to be flogged.

Come hither, my dear! said Mr, Wise-
man. Stand by me, and do not be afraid.
Nobody will hurt you, How old are you?
—ZEleven last May, sir.

A well-grown boy, of your age, indeed.
You love play, I dare say ?>—Yes, sir.

‘What, are you a good hand at marbles?
Pretty good, sir,

And can spin a top and drive a hoop, I
suppose ?—Yes, sir,

Then you have the full use of your hands
and fingers t—Yes, sir.

Can you write, Samuel ? —I learned a
little, sir, but I leftit off again.

Ardwhy so?—Because 1 could not make
the letters.

No! Why, how do you think other boys
do ? Have they more fingers than you >—
No, sir.

Aré you notable to hold a pen as well as
amarble ?>—Samuel was silent.

Let me look at your hand.—Samuel held
out both his paws, like a dancing bear.

I see nothing here to hinder you from

writing as well as any boy in the school.
You can vead, I suppose 2—Yes, sir.

Tell me then what is written over the
school-room door.—Samuel with some hesi-
tation read, WHATEVER MAN HAS DONRB
MAN MAY DO.

Pray how did you learn to read ? Was it
not with taking pains 2—Yes, Sir.

Well—taking more pains will enable yon
to read better. Do you know any thing of
the Latin Grammar 7—No, sir.

Have you never learned it ™1 tried, sir,
but I could not get it by heast,

Why, you can say some things by heart.
I dare say you can tell me the nomesof the
days of the week in their order.—Yes, sir,
I know them.

And the manths in the yeor, perhaps.—
Yes, sir.

And you could probably repeat the pames
of your brothers and sisters, and all your
father’s sexvants, and half the people in the
village besides,—I believe I could, sir.

Well—and is kie, ke, hoc more diflicult
toremember than these>—Samuel wassilent.

Have you learned any thing of accounts?
I went into addition, sir, but £ did not go
on with it.

Why so 7—1T could not do it, sir.

How many marbles can you buy fora
penny ?—Twelve new ones, sir.

And how manuy tor a half-penny ?—S8ix.

Aund how many for two-pence —T'wenty-
four.

If you were to have a penny a day, what
would that make ina week ?—Seven-pence.

But if you paid twvo-pence out of that,
what would you have left 2—Samuel studied
awhile, and then said, Five-pence.

Right. Why, here you have been prac-
tising the four great rules of arithmetic,—
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division. Learsing accounts)s nomore than
this. Well, Samuel, I see what you are
fit for. X shall set you about nothing but
what you are able to do; but observe you
must do it, 'We have no I can’there. Now
go among your school-fellows. Samuel
went away, glad that his examination was
over, and with more confidence in his pow-
ers than he felt before.

The next day he beganbusiness. A boy
less than himself was called out to sethim a
copy of letters, and another was appownted
to hear him in grammar. He read a few sen-
tences in English, that he could perfectly un-
derstaud, to the master himself. Thusby
going on steadily and slowly, he made a sen-
sible progress. He had already joined his
letters, got all the declensions perfectly, and
half the multiplication table, when Mr.
Wiseman thought it time to answer his
father’s letter; which he did as follows:

- Sir, 1 now thiok it righit to give yonsome
information concernipg your son. You
perhaps expected it sooner, but I always
wish to avoid hasty judgments. You men-

tioned in your letter that it had not yet bea
discovered which way his genius pointed.~
If by genius you meant such a decided bew
of mind to any one pursuit as will lead t
excel with littKa or no labour or 1nstruction,
Imust say that I bave not met with sucha
fuality in more than threo or four boys in
my life, and your son is certainly not among
the number.  But if vou mean only the
ability to do some of those things which the
greater poart of menkind can do when pro.
perly taught, I canaflinm that I find in him
50 peculiar deficiency. And, whether you
choose to bring him up to a trade or to some
gmcﬁca! profession, 1 seec no reason to

oubt that he may in time become sufficient-
ly qualified for it. Itismy favourite maxim,
sir, that every thing most valuable in thislife
may generally be acquired by taking pains
for it. Your son has alrcady lost much
time in the fruitless expectation of finding
out what he would take up of his owan ac
cord, Believe me, sir, few boys will take
up any thing of their own accord but a to

or 2 marble. I will take care, while heis
with me, that he loses no more time this
way, but is employed about things that are
fit forhim, not doubting that we shall fimd
ihim fit for them.

I am, sir, yours, &c.
SOLON WISEMAN.
Though the doctrine of thisletter did not
perfectly agree with Mr. Acres’notions, yet,
being convinced that Mr. Wiseman was
more likely to make something of his son
than any of his former preceptors, he con.
tinued him at his school for some years, aud
had the satisfaction to find him goingonins
steady course of gradual improvement. In
due time a profession was chosen for him,
which seemed to suit his temper and talents,
but for which he had no particular turs,
having never thought at ali about it, He
made a recpectable figure in it, and wen
through the world with credit and usefulness,
though without a genius.
Mrs., BARBAULD.

As vivtues grace the worst of men,
And vices taint the best,

They ne'er to hastily should be,
Or censur’d or carest.

Too oft with undistinguish'd =zeal,
e censure or commend ;
With too much ire pursue a foe,
With too muck love a friead.
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