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No. 1.

TO FELLOW WORKERS, GREETING.

Apologies do not make smends for poor
work, and good work does not need them.
In either case they are useless and will not
here be inflicted. Of the material at hand and
circumstances around we have tried to make
the best disposal, and ask forbearance for short-
comings. .

Upon one or two points explanation is due
to the teachers of our church. Hitherto, twa
complete series of Helps, with and without
the Scripture Lesson, have been issued by the
S. S. Committee. The latter were published,
because, in the judgment of the Committee,
they led to greater use of the Bible ; the
former, because some would not take the
Helps unless cont~ning the Seripiure Lesson.

‘When the work was transferred to its
present management by last Asserably, there
wes an accumulated deficit of several thou-
sands of dollars resting upon the work, which
the S, S, Committee are now trying to pay off ;
and in which it is hoped their efforts for the
good of the church will be heartily seconded.

It was further stated, in the report made to
the S. S. Committee in September, for the

. year 1897, that the estimated receipts of the

Helps for said year 1897, would bein the
neighborhood of one thousand dollars less than
the expenditure. In view of thisfact, and the
further fact thatthe contributions of Children’s
Day* would no longer be available for this
work, it was absolutely.necessary to economize
in every way that would not impair the
efficiency of the Helps. It was accordingly
decided to merge, in the meantime, the two
series into one, until the increased circulation

;) might warrant increased expenditure ; and to

ask those who prefer them without the Scrip-
ture Lesson to kindly bear with this effortto
reach a paying basis.

On the same principle the two series of
Leaflets, cut and folded, are merged in the
meantime into one, and the same kindly for-
bearance is asked in this regard also.

There are two or three things that may help

in the meantime to make up for the limitation
to one series of Helps.

1. Let the scholars be taught that the
Helps are for ‘¢ Home Study,’’ and not to be
brought to school. Let them be trained to
bring their Bibles to school and to leave the
‘‘ Helps " at home, and the good end will be
attained of better study of the lesson, and
study of the Bible as well.

2. Let it also not be forgotten, that often a
Help will be picked up and looked at, when
no Bible may be mnear ;and further, that in
many- homes in our land, Bibles are not so
plentiful as they should be, and that sometimes
a verse of Scripture, orthe Scripture Lesson,
may be read, when otherwise it would not be,
and may reach a heart which otherwise would
not be reached.

A word as to the contents of the Lesson
Helpsmay not be out of place. The Lesson
Notes by Mr. Fotheringham can be best appre-
ciated by thoroughly testing them. Other
Helps may bhave more of story and illustration,
but none that we have seen, have, in the
same compass, 50 much of apt Scripture refer-
ence. They keep themselves in the back-
ground and point tothe Scriptures, and oxe
thus, in the best sense, what Lesson Helps
should be,

The Primary Helps, for little folks, by Mr.
and Mrs. Geo. H. Archibald, bright, telling,
pointed, speak for themselves,

Teachers of senior classes, as well ag those
of infant classes, will find great help from
studying the Helps for teachers of the Primary
Department, in this issme. To be able to
teach the older scholars we need to be able to
simplify the lesson for the young, and to that
end these Helps for Primary teachers are of
value to all.

‘What an inspiration for the work of thig
quarter is set before the Sabbath Schoo' teach-
ers. A beautiful character, slowly, it may be,
but surely, moulds all around i’ into some-
thing of its own likeness. One always takes
in something of the nature of any beautiful
character that he loves and admires. And the




more he loves and admires and_looks at that
oharacter the more rapid will be the growth of
that likeness, What an uplift must the world
receive from 50 many teachers, the world over,
studying for this quarter that life and cnar-
aoter, beautiful beyond all others. And what
a farther uplift must follow from the multi-
tudes of young people looking at that character
for the months to come. The more fully and
clearly Christ is realized and set forth, the
greater will the uplift be.

Slowly, it may be, like the budding and
blossoming of earth under the spring sun, will
the transformation be, but just as surely must
the world he transformed by the light and the
warmth of the Sun of Righteousness.

THE SUCCESSFUL TEACHER.

1. Is the teacher who 18 whatl he wouldZhave his
scholars become.~—Example is more potent than
precept. Exampleis the most important of all
the principles that underlie our teaching work.
We must not expect our scholars to be better
than we are. ‘The teacher is being reproduced
in the scholar ; the mother in the girl ; the
father in the boy. The successful teacher lives
near God, keeps in close touch with God, and
is thus able to lift the scholar up to God. ‘“He
that would lift must be high himself.”

2. The successful teacher adapts the lesson to the
scholar.—To do this, it is necessary to know the
scholar. First, scholars 1.. general, and second,
scholars in particular. It is difficult to teach
a child who does not know **care,” to under-
stand the force of the verse *‘ Casting all your
care upon Him for He careth for you.”” Much
unsucecessful work 13 done because just at this
yoint, we do not know our scholar. First then,
if you would be a successful teacher know the
scholar. .

Second, we must know the lesson. If not,
we cannot adapt it to the scholar’s needs. We
must have sunlight clearness on that truth,
that one, definite truth that we want to carry.
The successful teacher studies his lesson with
his scholars in mind. Know scholar, smow
lesson, adapt the lesson to the scholar.

3. The successful teacher gains and keeps atlen-
tion through wterest.—Not through force, not
through fear, but through interest.

A chid can gain no knowledge by pass- | finite thought in ten different ways, than tof

ive attention. There must be interested atten-
. tion ; therefore we must seek to stir the child’s
mind into activity. To do this, we must use

the gates, or doors into his soui, and thus first
gain, and keep his attention, and second, im-
part knowledge.

It is just here we find success, or failure.
The teacher who knows these gates is the suc-
cessful teacher. What are some of these gates,
or doors to the child’s heart :—

First. Curiosity.

Second. I'magination.

Third. Activity.

Fourth. The desire to excel.

Fifth. Love.

Sixth. Imitativeness.

Seventh. Love of story.

These are a few that the Sunday School
Teacher may use.

He who knows them best, and uses them
most, will open the door into the soul, the
quickest. Study the child. Gain and keep
attention through interest. Not through force,
nor fear, but through interest.

4. The successful teacher is the systematic
teacher.—He has a plan, not only does he know
the lesson, but also knows just how to teach it.
We must begin at the point of contact, at
something that touches the child’s experience,
for, if not, we cannot get interested aftention.
Having secured attention, the successful teach-
er proceeds by the law of system, and passes
from the known to the unknown. He illus-
trates. The child gains knowledge by compar-
ison. He compares the known with the an-
known, and soon the latter becomes the form-
er. One translation makes the words of the
Gospel read, ‘* And without a comparison spake
he not unto them.”” Jesus was a successful
teacher. He always began at the known, then
by systematic ste(;?ﬁe brought the learner to
the border land of “the unknown, then, by a
comparison He revealed the truth in hand, ™

Successful teachers mustido likewise, from

to the unknown.

5. The ful teacher is definite.—He will
not try to teach five or six truths at once, but
has one, definite, thought at a time. One of
the hardest things for a Sunday School teacher
to learn, seems to be that it is not necessary
to teach all the “truths there are in a lesson.
The successful teacher chooses one central, “de-
finite, spiritual thought, and keeps at it, untii
| it is learned. It is better to illustrate one de-

1llustrate ten different thoughts, in one way
}eaoh. Sunday School Teacher: if you wrald
‘Ye successful, be definite.

2

the known, through illustration (eomparison)%':"
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LESSON I.—Ja

nuary 2nd, 18g¢8.

JESUS AND JOHN, MATT. 3. 7-17.
Commit vs, 13-17.

7. But whon he zawmany of the Phariseesand Sad-

z06es coming to his baptism, he said unto them, Yo
Japring of vipers, who warnoed you to fiee from tho
rath to como ?

8, Bring forth thereforo fruit worthy of repentauco :

9, And think not to say within yoursolves, Weo
\ave Abraham to our Father : for I say unto you, that
tod is ableof theso stones to raise up children unto
Abraham.

10. And even now is the axo laid unto the root of
o trees: overy treo therefore that bringeth not forth
:0od fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

11. Tindeed baptizoyou with water unto repentanco:

- at he that cometh after me is mightier then I, whose
hoes T am not worthv to bear ; he shall baptizo you
7ith the Holy Ghost and with fire ; 12, whosefanisin

his hand, and ho will throughly cleanso his threshinge
floor ; and he will gather his wheat into tho garner,
but tho chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.

13. Then comoth Jesus from Galiles to tho Jordan
unto John, to be baptized ot him.

14. But John would have hindered him saying, X
have need to bo baptized of theo, and comest thou to
me ?

15. But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer 4t
now; for thusit becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness. Then hesuflereth him.

16, And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway from the water: and lo, the heavens wero
opened,unto him, and ho saw the Spiritof God descend-~
ing as a dove, and coming upon him ; and lo, & voico
out of the heavens, saying, * Thisismy beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.

; GOLDEN TEXT. DAILY READINGS. CATECHISM,

“This M, Jesus and John, Matt. 3: 1-9. Q. 1. What is the chief end o
b is My l‘:eloveld so;’,,i 2 | T, Jesus and John, Matt. 3: 10-17. | man? t
whom I am well pleased.””— | \V, Prepare the way, Isa. 40: 1-8. A. Man's chief end is to glot
{iatt, 3:17, T, A voice from heaven, Luke | God, and to enjoy him for ever,

T, John’s witness, John 1: 15-28,
PROVE THAT. 5 Behold the Iamb, John 1: LESSON HYRMNS,

Nos. 481, 476, 105, 412, in the new
Praise.

29-37.
Jesus was divine. John 10; 30. | S, Sent before, John 3: 23-36. Book of

HELPS FOR LESSON I, BY REV.

INTRODUCTORY : Matthew (Gift of God)
9e author of this gospel was the Son of
Zlphzeus (Mark 2: 14, and consequently the
wrother of James the Less. ‘‘He was a
¢ alilean by birth, a Jew by religion, and a
sablican by profession.” He was called by
hrist from the toll booth, on the main road,
waar the Sea of Galilee. (Matt. 9: 9-13.)
ifig name was originally Levi.) Mark 214,
Zake 5: 27) but 1 accordance with a common

PROF. ROSS, B.D., MONTREAL.

custom he changed it to Matthew when he
became an apostle. This book, which is his
enduring monument, has been called the Gos-
pel for the Jew ; and clearly the main purpose
of it is to represent Christ as the greatest of the
prophets, the predicted Messiah, the true King
of Israel. Its key note may be found in the
words ‘‘I am not come to destroy but to fulfil.””
(5:17.) Itisaconnecting link betweenthe
Law and the Gospel and forms a fitting transi-
tion from the Old Testament to the New.

I. The Pharisees and John. vs. 7-12.
LEsSsoN PnaAN.{ II. Jesusand John. vs. 13-15.

III. Father,

Son, and Spirit. vs. 16.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.
7. He saw many.—John the Baptist had { Judaism with many minute and anauthorized

::0W been for some time preaching repentance
.-ad the near approach of the Kingdom of
L x2aven and it had become fashionable for all
“’7lasses to go out to hear him. Perbaps those
“7bo caught his eye had cume to discover
-»mething wijt Swhich they might find fault.

- dharisees.~Seghratigte~or. Ritualists, who
-glieved that all in and righte-
‘usness consisted (1) in & Jews, and (2)

additions. Not many of this class, certainiy
none of its leading men, were baptized by
John, (Luke7:30.) Sadducees: Ration-
alists, somewhat similar to certain persons now
who will not believe in anything that they
cannot see. They acknowledged, in theory,
the authority of the Old T.stament but denied
the resurrection of the body (Matt. 22 :23,)
and with it the immortality of the soul ard

‘a observing the outﬁ!:kxtl ceremonies  of

the existence of the Spirit world, (Acts 23:8.)
3




The Pharisees represented hypocritical super-| necessary, to raise from the pebbleson the bank
stition, the Sadducees carnal unbelief. | a true, spiritual Israel to inherit the promises,
(Alford.) Although they were Dbitterly | This is prophetic of the admission of the
opposed to each other they are often found|Gentile Church, (Rom, 4:16. Gal. 3:7, 29.)
working together to obstruct Christ and the| (Alford.)
gospel, Offspring of vipers: The viperis| 10. Andeven now.—The punishment for
the most wide-spread of all poisonous serpents | barrenness and wickedness which was always
and is the most dangerons and treacherous of | possible is now near. The instrument for the
the snakes of Syrin. The termis applied very | destruction of the wunworthy ohildren of
generally to a orafty, venomous, malignant | Abraham has been prepared and isin posi-
person. It fitted John'’s enemies well. Per- |tion, Only fruit bearing can avert the-
haps there is an allusion to Gen. 3: 15.|doom from any. Ishewndown: Not}
Who hath warnedyou: John knew their | ¢¢ wjll be,’” the present tense represents a.
contemptuous insincerity and used strong and | certain and immediate future action, on
apparently sarcastic language to rouse them to | general law of the Kingdom which John
a senseof their peril. Thewrath to come: | herlded, (Schaff.) He condenses the whole
The anger of God against sin, expressed in the | geries of events into a single scene and thus
judgments which the Jews expected on thelsees ata glance the doom of the persistently
heathen at the coming of the Messiah. This|unholy. (Morison.) Fire.~Fruitless trees are
expectation was founded on such passages as good only for fuel. . .
Is.13:9; Joel 2: 31; Mal.3: 2;4:5-6.] (. 1 indeed baptize.—~Read Luke 3: 10-1
John implies thatthis wrath hangs over Jew | here. The Baptist contrasts his own limita-
and Gentile alike, if they barden their hearts| tions with the power of Christ. His baptism
and reject the Messiah ;for his salvation i8{yag only a symbolic confession of sin, a pro-
only for those who receive him. fession of repentance and believing expestation -
8. Bringforth therefore fruit.—If you|of 4 coming deliverer. It could mot confer
arereally in earnest you will show it not only | galvation. It was not even equivalent to:
in attention to rites but in character and con- | Christian baptism for that rite was afterwards :
duct. Worthy of repentance, Repentance | administered to those who had received it. |
is a complete change of mind which issuesina | (Acts 19: 35.) Whoseshoes: In the
turning from sin to God in faith and obedience. | homes of wealthy Jews this was the duty of’
The R. V. showsthat the repentance must pre- | the 1owest menial, who was generally a Gentile.
cede the fruit. As these men were saying by ! The thought is, * I am farther removed from
their attendance on his ministry that Yhey | mysuccessor than the meanest Gentile slave is
repented, John exhorts them to scal this pro.lis from his Jewish mtster. (Williams.)
fession by a course of life worthy of such a!With the Holy Chost and fire.—The
change of mind. operation of the Holy Spirit whom the coming

9. Think notto say.—The many pro- ' Christ confers, truly regenerates the heart and -

mises of blessing made in the Old Testament , makes sincere repentance possible. There are
to Abraham and his seed led the Jews to ' not twoagencies mentioned here but only one.
suppose that no matter what the character of a | Most interpreters understand fire to refer to
Jew might be, he would enjoy all the blessings the illuminating, kindling, and purifying,
of the Kingdom of the Messiah whenever it power of the grace given by the Messiah’s
should be set up, and an entrance into heaven ' baptism, (Is. 4:4; Jer.5:14 ; Mal. 3:2,)
should he die before the Messiah came. Tne!and will not allow that there is any reference
Rabbis represented Abraham as seated at
the gate of hell to sce that none of I\is:
pusterity were carried thither.  John emphati-

cally cuntradicts all this. For I say unto  the Holy Spirit willfburn sin out of the hearts
you. Do not continue to nourish your self of those who submit themselves to him and
coneeit with the thought that God is bound to destroy those who resist his influences and
fulfil to you his promises to Abraham’s seed. | cling to sin.

Jehovah, who gave a large posterity to one as | 12. Whosefanisin his hand.—In the
good as dead, may reject you as Spuriousl East in John’s day the sheaves were spread on
children of Abraham, and is able, were it'the hard threshing-floor and the grain separat-

4

combine the two. The power of God which is

to the fire of judgment. But itis possible to

manifested in the tremendous purifications of *

e




of from the straw by the oxen and their sled
which were driven over and over it. The fan
" was o three-pronged wooden fork or shovel
which was used to throw the threshed grain
snd chaff up into the wind that it might blow
the chaff and rubbish out of the good heavy
grain. The threshing flonr was generally
made on the top or side of a hill that it
mwight be well exposed to every breeze. The
Coming One has the winnowing shovel already
in Hishand. His threshing-floor is the world
where the truth is known, His fanis the pro-
olamation of the Gospel and the wind the
influences of the Spirit. His wheat is His saints
and His granary in the first instance the state
of grneeand ultimately heaven. Unquench-
able fire.—In the East as in some parts of
our own land the straw and chaff were burned.
The fierce blaze of this straw fire is symbolical
of the fire of God’s judgment consuming
s peligious and moral chaff. When once this
ie kindled it will be impossible to put it out.
1e duration of this flame is not so much in the
thought of the speaker as the hopelessness of
witigating it.
. 13. Then cometh Jesus.—Christ came
from his home in Nazareth, four days journey,
for this purpose. He had heard tidings of the
movement, he knew it was from God and he
gesired to havea part in it as it wasan earnest
gpreparation for the coming Kingdom.
.- 18. Suffer it now.—The answer of Jesus
igplies the knowledge of His own Messiahship
“and consequently that John had good ground

for his misgiving. But he removes the seruples
. a:theBaptist by telling him that hisrelationship |
#only a temporary oneand would soon be
dbanged. As yet, however, John is the minis-
r of thelaw .hich Jesus desires to fulfil.
(Bchafl.) It becometh us.~It is not 3
matter of absolute necessity (Matt. 16: 21 ;
26 54), nor of absolute duty (John 13: 14), !
but of moral fitness (Heb. 2: 10) (Williams.)
Pulfll all righteousness.—To leave nothing
whdone which would be honoring to the
semly and significant ordinances of God.
. (ilorison.) Lvery reader feels something of
¥ the dufficulty wlich John fels. Why should
the sinless Son of God submit tu the baptism
of repentance? As applied to sinful men it
was necessarily a haptism of repentance, but 1t
fus also o consecration to, and preparatory
imitiation for, the new Covenant of the King-
dom. (Edersheim.) Christ’s reply, therefore,

28y be understood to include the fellowing
0P °

truths: 1. His baptism was a recognition of
the divine mission ¢f John and linked His own
ministry with that of the Baptist. 2. It was
an expression of His complete identification
wi + & sinful race, yet not so as to imply a
confession of personal sin. But perhaps it was
& foreshadowing of that perfect confession of
the sins of His people which He would make as
their Great Representative and Sin-Bearer,
3. It was the outward symbol of His consecra-
tion to the service of the new kingdom and of
His initiation into its duties.

6. And Jesus when He was bap-
tized.~—Combining the statements of the three
Gospels, Jesuswent up from the water at once,
praying as He went, and while He was going
up and praying the heavens were open-
ed.—To our Lord and the Baptist the appear-
ance was as though the sky had really opened.
(Ezek. 1: 1; Acts7: 56.) (Williams). The
Spirit of God.—Jesus was now entering on
His public duties as Messiah and so was bap-
tized with that fullness of the Spirit which was
necessary to fit His true humanity to be the
instrument of His higher nature in that work.
Descending as a dove and coming
upon Him.—Read the Baptist’s own account
(John1: 32-34.) This is to be understood
literally. Itis a supernatural fact to which
all four Evangelists testify. The Divine Being
considered it fitting that a visible embodiment
of the Spirit should inaugurate our Lord as
Messiah. The form of the dove was chosen
because it was a symbol of deliverance (Gen.
8: 8) ; of purity (Lev. 5: 7) ; of harmlessness
(Matt. 10: 16) ; and of endearment (Song6:
9). (Williams.) John says (1: 32) ‘it abode
upon Him.”” The form probably hovered over
Him only for a short time ; but although the
outward sign was temporary, the anointing of
the Spirit was permanent. As the baptism of
Christ was the last act of His private life, so
from this moment His ministry and mediator-
ial work, ip the active official sense, begins.
(Alford.)

17. Lo a voice from heaven.—The
form of the words in Matthew would suggest

that they were addressed to John but the
account in Mark and Luke shows that they
were addressed to Jesus, although audible to
Juohn. My beloved Son in whom l(was
and) am well pleased.—This expression of
the perfect and ineffable complacency of the
Father in the Son, refers, (in itsoriginal form)
to the past as well as to the present. Observe




the manifestation of the Trinity here. The
Son is present in the flesh, the Holy Spirit
descends on Him in a visible form, and the
Father bears witness to Him. This testimony
not only certified Jesus to the lastof the
prophets as the Messiah to whom Jehovah had
promised (Ps. 2:7) the dominion of the world

pleted and sealed His own assurance that He
was the Messiah and strengthened Him for His
work. That His true manhood wis not above
the need of such divine communications, His
constant exercise of prayer and many other
things in His life clearly show us.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

Vo—Fear of punishment is wvery imperfect maofive !

power of the truth, this winnowing process

-5

(Weiss) 3 but it also, in all probability com- .

Jor doing right. (7) . ! takes place. The Spirit is operating in some
**The fear ¢ hell's & hangman’s whip, measure in every soul that hears the Gospel

To haud the wretch in order ; imul according as that soul yields or resists, its -
But where ye feel your honor grip, "place, for the time, is determined. Christ -

loften gives outward effect to this inward choige -

Let that aye be your border.”’
But as fear is the only motive that some men f
can understand, it must still be oceasionally
appealed to, (2Cor. 5: 10-11.) Yet love to
Christ who has redeemed us is the highest,
motive and ought to be the most powerful.
(2 Cor. 5: 14-15.)
2.—Stern, faithful, dealing with sinners is often
@ necessity. (7)—1It is not easy for gentle sensi-
tive Christians to speak words of sharp r¢huke.
Certainly it ought to be done only after careful
thought and earnest prayer, but the responsi-
bility for duing it cannot be evaded without
sin. (1 Tim. 5: 20; Heb. 3: 13.)
3.~The only true test of religion 1is conduct.
(8-9)—The case of these leading Israelites
ought to warn us against & similar self-decep-
tion. It is equally easy for us to trustto
Church conunections and spiritual descent for
salvation. But what a man is, is shown by
what he does. No amount of church-goings
or joy in religious exercises, or assurance of
being saved, will make us Christians in the
sight of God if our conduct is not right, if we |
are not rendering that self-denying service
which reveals the Spirit of Christ. !
4.—Judgment iz constanily impending over every [
impenitent soul. (10-12.)—The doom of evil is
interwoven with every law of the universe, .
(Gal. 6: 7-8.) Although the penalty may be
long delayed, these laws are all the time stead-
ily working to bring it round. Sometimes it
is exceuted with fearful rapidity and fin every |
case it will, sooner or later, be exacted in full. |
There is no escape from it for any sinner except
through abandonment of sin and appropriation
of the Divinely appointed Saviour.
S.—Christ i3 constantly separating the good from
the bad. (12)—Every Sabbath, throush the

as in the destruction of Jerusalem and the dis-

| persion of the Jews who had rejected him.

And he will consummate this separation at the
Jast judgment.

8.~1t i3 a christian duty to help on every true
work of God. (13).—The example of Jesus re-
minds us that it is becomirg in every one of
his followexs, not to determine his presence in :
any religious movement by the measure of
blessing which he himself expects to enjoy by |
means of it ; but to think how he can help
and encourage others, and how he can use the,
special workings of the Spirit to accomplish :
their salvation. '

7.—God i3 able to make the humblest gifisa
means of grace to the ablest and holiest of men.
(14-15.) An infant may speak a word which
the Holy Spirit may use to pour a flood of
light and comfort on’ the heart of some hoary
Christian, or the profoundest and most accom-
plished student of God’s truth.

8.—In allending on the ordinances of God we
ought 1o expect a blessing. (16-17.)—It was ab
the time of Christ’s voluritary consecration to
his work that the first outward and public tes-
timony of his Father to his Messiahship was:
given. We may notalways be able to see why’
the blessing should always be connected with
the ordinance or how it may come to 15
through this observance. It ought to be
enough that God has commanded it. Let w5,
o forward and look for what He has pro’
mised.

9.—God is pleused with every one of his obedicn!
children. (17.)—Not certainly in anything like.
the same degree in which He is delighted
with His only-begotten and well-beloved Son.
But in the measure in which His regen-.
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erated child gives himself up to loving trust in

i Beloved and his life gives some measure of joy

Christ and manifests it in thorough consecra-,to the Divine heart. (Isa. 53: 11; Zeph. 3:
tion to the Divine service he is accepted in the |17 ; Luke 15: 8, 32; John15: 11.)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

ALL THE ** QUESTIONS FOR STUDY,’’ IN THIS ISSUE ARE BY REV. T. F. FOTHERINGHAM.

What do you know about Matthew ? For
whom did he write his gospel 7 When? What
do you know about about John the Baptist?
‘Where did he begin his ministry? Where was
he baptizing? What prophecy did he fulfill?
(Isa. 40:3.)

7. For what were the Pharisees peculiar ?
What did the Sadducees believe? Why did
John call them “ vipers”? Did Christ speak
in the same severe terms? (ch. 12: 34; 23:
13-15, 33; John 8: 44). How may we escape
the wrath to come? (Rom.5: 9; 1 Thess, 1:
10).

‘8. Is repentance a necessary condition of
pardon? (Isa. 1: 16, 17; 55:7; 1 Pet. 3: 11;
Mark 7: 21-23). What is the test of true re-
pentance and godliness? (ch. 7: 16-18; 12: 33).
‘What fruits should the Christian bear? (Gal.
8: 22, 23).

9. Of what were the Jews accustomed to
%oast? (John 8: 33, 39). How was it evident
that they were not true children of Abraham ?
{John 8: 39; Rom. 2: 28). What real advan-
#ige did descent from Abraham give them?
{Rom. 3:1, 2). How did John show the folly
of relying upon their descent for salvation?

. ¥ what sense are Christians Abraham’s chil-
&ren? (Gal. 3:29; Rom. 4:1, 11, 16).

. 10. In what parable do we find language
‘wimilar to this? (Luke 13: 6-9). A similar
warning—John 15: 6.

.. In what respect was the baptism of Jesus
saperior to that of John? Was John’s bap-

tism identical with that of the Christian
church? (Acts 19: 1-4). What is the differ-
ence? What did John say of his mission as
compared to that of Jesus? (Johm 1:15-17,
27; 3: 30, 31). Was the baptism of the spirit
predicted? (Isa. 44:3). Did Christ promise it?
(Acts1: 5). When did it come? (Acts 2:4).

12. Whatis a “fan?’’¢ What is meant by
“his floor”? What are meant by *‘ wheat "
and “chaff '? What does the prophet say of
the purifying work of Christ? (Mal. 3: 23).
What is said of His judgment of the wicked?
(Mal. 4: 1). See Christ’s own words—Matt.
13: 30; Mark 9: 43-48.

13. Where had Jesus resided up to this
time? (Mark 1: 9). How old was He?
(Luke 3: 23). Why did He seek baptism from
John?

(4, 15. Why did John hesitate to baptize
Jesus? What did Jesus say? Explain His
meaning.

16. What was Jesus doing as He came up
from the water? (Luke 3: 21). What new
power did Jesus receive? Was this predicted?
(Tsa. 11:1, 2; 42: 1; 61: 1).

17. How often was this voice heard? (Matt.
17: 5; John 12:28). Where is the Messiah
called God’s son? (Ps. 2:7). Where is He
referred to as a special object of God’s love?
(Isa. 42: 1; Matt. 12: 18; Eph. 1:6; Col. 1:
13; 2 Pet. 1:17). Why did this scene take
place? Prove from it the doctrine of the

Trinity.
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LESSON II.—January oth, 18g8,

JESUS TEMPTED. MATT. 4: I-IIL
Commat vs, 17-20.

1. Then was Jesusled up of the Bpirit into tho wild-
orness to bo tempted of tho devil. And when ho had
fostod forty days and forty nights, he aftorwards
hungered.

8. And tho tempter camo and said unto him, If
thou art tho Son of God, command that theso stones
becomo bread.

4. Butho answered ond said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
procecdoth out of the mouth of Geod.

5. Then thedevil taketk him into the holy city ;
and ho set him on tho pinnacle of the temple,

6. And saith unto him, If thou art the Son of God,
cast thyself down :for itis written,

DAILY READINGS.

M, Jesus tempted, Matt, 4: 1-11,
“Not by bread alone,” Deut.

GOLDEN TEXT.
#“For fnthat He himself hath T
suffered being tempted, He i3 C g 16,
able to succor them that are | yy,
tempted.”—Heb, 2: 18. T, Safety of the
F,
1217,
PROVE THAT S, Tempted but
Jesus was human, Ileb. 2: 14, S,
HELPS

INTRODUCTORY. The Key to the right
understanding of the Temptation of Christ is
Hebraws 4 : 15. He “was in all points templed
1ike as we are,”’ apart from thesin which with us
so often follows temptation. He was tempted
rot as God but as man ; for *‘ God cannot be
tempted with evil ? James 1:13.  As man, the
temptation came to Him ‘*in all points,” as it
does tous, and tried Him asit doesus. Speak-
ing with reverence, the only way, the right
way, to understand the temptation of Christ is
to ‘‘put yourself in His place,’”” and try to
vealize the thoughts which would naturally
come to ones mind in similar circumstances.

1. The place of the Temptation.

It was in that rocky, rugged, barren, hilly,
region that begins at the Western edge of tie
Jordan valley. It wasthe nearest lonely place
for Him to reach on this side of the river, when
He wished to be alone after His baptism.
Here the vexing thoughts began and followed
Him to Jerusalem and the mountain top.

2. The length of time of the Temptation.

This we do not know. It falls naturally
into two perio(k The first of these extended

over forty days, “and in those days He Qid
eat nothing,” and when they were ended, He

The tempter, 1 Pet, 5: 6-11,

Enduring temptation, Jus, 1
11-1
Able to help, Heb, 2: 9-18,

FOR LESSON II. BY E.
afterward hungered.” Matt. 1:13, Luke 4: 2 |

Ho shall givo his angelschargo coneerning theo:

And on their hands they shall bear thee up,

Lest baply thou dagh thy foot against a stone.

7. Jesus snid unto hiwm, Againitis writton, Thou
shall not tempt tho Lord thy God.

8. Again, the dovil taketh him unto an exceeding
high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of
thoworld, and tho glory ofthem ; 9. and ho said unto
him, A} theso things will X give thee, if thou will full
down and worship me.

10. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get theo hence.
Satan: forit is written, Thou shalt worship tho Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

11. Then tho devil leaveth him; and behold, angels
cawo and ministercd unto him,

CATECHISM. .
Q. 2. What rule hath God given
to direct us how we may glo rlfy
and engoy Him
A, The Word of God, which is
contained in the Scriptures of the
0ld and New Testaments, i3 the
only rule to direct us how e oay
glorify and enjoy Him.

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 538, 166, 238, 236. .

Godly, Ps,91: 112,

without sin, Heb,

SCOTT.

We are not told what the temptation was dur-;
ing these forty days, though we may readily
conjecture.

not how long, and consisted of three distinet
atempts to lead Him to do wlat He saw not to
be God’s will, viz., to turn stones into bread
for Himself ; to leap from the temple roof ; and
on the mountain top to take another than God’s
plan in establishing a Kingdom.

3. The manner of the Temptation.

Many and varied have been the fancies,
ranging all the way from the mythical, repre-
senting the whole as a vision or dream, to the.
most vealistic, with Satan i full uniform of
horn and hoof and barbed tail ; and dragging .
hisunwilling victim through theair from place .
to place, the better to gain his ends,

But Scripture is very plain. He was ““inall
pointz " tempted like as we are.
are tempted the thought simply arises in the
mind, as of itself.
there. The thought comes to a young man on
a fine summer day to go pleasuring rather than-
to Rabbath School orchurch.  When provoked,
one ‘‘feels like " retalinting. How simply

8

}

The second period extended over we know - -

When we f

He see ho hand putting it -

steals in, almost without thought, the sugges
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“sion to hide a defect in something we Tave to
goll ; or to “ take it eagy”’ when a master’seye

{s absent. These thoughts are sometimes

LEssoN PLaAN, { 11,

I. Temptation in the wilderness,
Temptation on the Temple Roof.
III. Temptation on the Mountain Top.

yielded to, sometimes resisted. Christ was
““in all points? tempted like asweare, except
that in no case did He yield.

vs. 14,
vs, 5-7

vs, 8-11.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

f. Led up of the Spirit.—Just as the
Spiritleadsus. If one were newly appointed
a3 8. S. Teacher to a very difficult class ; or asa

" missionary, to o savage, cannibal people, and
. his human nature shrank from it, he would
naturally wish toget away alone ; to think, to
pray. He would not wish others near. And
yet, that very wish would be the Spirit’s lead-
ing,Ps. 37:23. Rom. 8 ;14. Sv with Christ.
From the quiet of private life He had just been
publicly setapart to His great work. With all
its difficulties that work arose before Him, the
cross at the farther end. How natural, that just
at this point He would like to get away from
men, and so He hurries away to the wilderness
to be alone. He follows His own will, and yet,
as with us, it is the Spirit’s leading. He is filled
with the Spirit, and in proportion as the will
of men is sarrendered to God and they are filled
with His Spirit, their thoughts and will are
the Spirit’s thought and will, and their acts are
His leading.
To be tempted of the Devil,—The devil
wighed aboveall things to prevent Christ carry-
“ing out His work of redeeming man from
-;fatan’s bondage; and the Holy Spirit, to
;enable Christ in His human nature to ex-
~perience what men have to bear, that He might
“be able to sympathize with them when they
~are tempeed, gave Satan full opportunity to
- put any thoughts he wished into the mind of
Christ.
~ These thoughts would be thoughts of shrink-
‘ing from the hard task before Him, just as with
sus. Inthe Garden, when the keenest suffering
of His life was very near, He was in an agony,
-sweating as if drops of blood, and He prayed
+$¢If it be possible, let this cup pass from me.”’
- . This agony in the Garden, thoughtsof dread
“‘that troubled His human nature, - were no
. ~doubt the same: that troubled Him for forty
- days in the wilderness ; His human nature
* Shrinking from drinking the life cup now set
~before Him. These thoughts of fear and
- “shrinking Satan was permitted to put into His
“mind.

2. Fasted forty days.—His agony in the
garden was great. In the wilderness the same
thoughts, the shrinking from the bitter cup»
thoughts persistently put there and kept there
by Satan, so worried and troubled Him that
for forty days He was in such unrest of mind
that He felt no hunger. So it is with men.
In times of intense anxiety or excitement,
bodily wants are forgotten and meal time
passes unheeded. How intense must have been
the struggle going on in the mind of Christ.

He afterwards hungered.—Satan.find-
ing it uscless tu continue putting such
thoughts into His mind, left him for o little.
With calm and peace of mind came & sense of
His bodily wants. With us there may be a
struggle of mind over some duty, but when
with the Spirit’s help there is the decision tor
go forward at any cost, there is peace. He who
was putting thoughts into the mind, not com
pletely in accord with God’s will, gives up the
effort as useless, and calm and peace returns.
The devil, resisted, flees. Soit waswith Christ

3. When the temptercame.—He had
gonc for a little time, now he returns and tries
another plan.

if Thou be—Command.—How naturally
such a thought would come to Christ, as to us
if in his place. He is very hungry and think-
ing how He will get some food. The thought
comes to Him : ‘ IThave just becn declared to be
the Son of God. 1If so, I can turn these stones
into bread and eat them. Why not do it 27 But
as He thinks, a verse of Seripture occurs to
Him, “It is writie2 o.an shall not live by
bread alone,” ete. ud brought me here and
He will care for me in Il's own way. And He
does not carry out the thought that had come
to Him. He trusts the God who led Him
there, to provide for Him when He is there.

5. Devil taketh Him.—The Spirit led
Him into the wilderness, v. 1; and the devil
took Him to Jerusalem, v.5. These are but
two sides of the sameact. The devil wished to

have Christ in both cases. The Spirit suffered
Him thus far and in His own way led in both
cases.




It would happen on this wise, as it would
with us. He did not use his divine power to
make bread of stones, but He travelled out to
some village and got food as we would do.
(Little did the simple villager who gave Him
food, realize who it was that seemed so hungry. )
Then with His mind full of His great work,
His thoughts turn to His Father’s house that
He used to love so well, and He journeys to
Jerusalem.

Pinnacle of the Temple.—He wishes to
be in His Father’s House and yet to be alone;
and He finds His way by some stair to some
part of the temple roof, where He sits and
thinks of the kingdom He has come to estab-
lish, and the difficulties that He will meet.

6. Cast Thyself down.—He sits there
thinking of what the people expect ; and how
different it is from what He has come to set up.
He thinks of the Old Testament prophecies on
which they build their hopes. He thinks of
Yhe last prophecy spoken of Him, Malachi 3: 1,

“ The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come
to His temiple. He looks down npon the
court yard thronged with worshippers. How
ngturally follows the thought: ‘ Why not ful-
fil that prophecy by suddenly coming among
them now, leaping down into their midst. If
I am the Son of God I cannot be hurt.
written ‘ He shall give His angels charge over
Thee to keep Thee, ete.”” Thencomes another
Scripture ‘ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
Thy God.” It would not be faith, but fool-
hardy rashness. Not in that way is my king-
dom to be cstablished.

8. High Mountain.—As He sits on the
temple roof, Helooks out over the country and
sees Mizpeh, the highest hill in Southern
Palestine, rising some five or six miles distant
to the North West. Absorbed with thoughts
of His great work, and wishing to be alone,
He comes down from the temple roof and goes
out into the country, perhaps to Mizpeh's top ;
irom which He can see all the ancient kingdom
of Judah, with Jerusalem as its centre, lying
like an embossed map hefore and beneath Him.

8. Al the kingdoms of the world.—
Figurative speech is common in Seripture. In
his elegy the ancient poet sings of Saul and
Janathan, as ** swifter than eagles and stronger

Itis!

than lons.”” In the last verse of John's
Gospel the writer supposes that if all Christ’s
works were recorded, ‘‘the world itself could
not contain the books.”” Now Christ’s public
life was only three years, and if every word
and deed were recorded it would make buta
small library in our time. But there was no
falsehood ; no intent to deceive ; no deception,;
The writer simply stated in Eastern fashion.
that a very large number of bocks .would he-
needed, as hooks then were, and by Easternst
his statement was perfectly understood.

So here. From the hill top, surveying so
mucl of the ancie.. singdom of God’s people
and the city whence they expected their king
to rule the world, it was quite in accord with-
their custom to speak of the view as ‘*‘all the
kingdoms of the world.” And more especially
as they expected Jerusalem to be the Capital

|oi the conquered world.

Will 1 give Thee.—As He surveys the
scene, and thinks of His work and kingdom,
and of prophecy concerning it, and of what the-
Jews expect, the thought comes to mind,

| *“Why not be thekind of a king they look for;

work a few miracles ; be their leader against
their enemies. They will rally around me. I°-
will win this ancient Empire of David and
from this centre subdue and rule the world.”

But such a step would be a turning aside
from His true work. It would be worshipping
and serving Satan instead of God, and He
spurns the idea as we might some hateful
haunting thought.

1. The devil leaveth Him.—Luke, 4:.
13, says “for a season.”” He came again,
especially in the Garden just before the cruci-
fixion. The expression ‘‘leaveth Him "
implies that while his temptations, when they
came, were ‘‘in all points * like to ours, most
of His life was probably freefrom them.

Angels came and ministered.—~Not
bringing food ; for He would not come tv
Jerusalem and leave it without food, if hunger-
ing from a forty days fast. They gave him
such helps as angels give. The same took‘
place in Gethsemane, Luke 22:43. This is ¥
the work of angels, Heb. 1 : 14, How often a ”
sad troubled heart is calmed, not knowing -
whence the help, when if eves could see, an
angel is soothing and speaking peace.
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‘How greatly these thoughts which haunted

‘ to-day.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

V. I.—Christ was led into & ‘‘trying’’ posi-
tion, to be *‘ tried.” So God often leads His
people into difficult places to test them and
also to strengthen them. It is one of His
‘“ Means of Grace.””  ** Count it all joy, when
ye fall into divers temptations,”” James 1:
2. *‘ Blessed is the man that endureth temp-
tation, 7 James 1: 12. ‘“We glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation worketh
patience.” Rom. 5: 3.

V. 2,~How intensely human Christ was!

Him, worried and tried Him ; so that for the
fong, long, period of forty days His bodily
wants were forgotten in the struggle. How
human too, in that when resolve could in no
wise be shaken, and He would go forward in
the path of duty at all costs, the greatness of
the dufficulties vanished and ceased to perplex,
and calm and peace came. How near the
temptation brings Christ to us.

V. 3, 4.~This temptation comes to men
They are out of work and bread. A l
position offers. There is something about it
they do not approve ; but they must live. In
guch circumstances each one must judge for
Himself, but we have here what Christ did.
He trusted Providence rather than use means
which He knew God did not wish to be used. |

|

V. 5.7.—To go needlessly into danger of
sny kind, when unnecessary, and merely for
the sake of a short cut to wealth or power, ig
$o tempt God to leave usto the consequences
of ¢ -uct. Only when in the way that He
eads can we expzct His blessing.

V. 3-10. —How often this temptation comes.
A man sees three dollars for a barrel of apples
instead of two, if he puts the big ones on top,
He sees an extra fifty cents out of an ignorant

customer by telling him that the article cost
more than it is offered for ; orten dollars more

" by concealing a bad habit of a horse he is sel-

ling ; or hundreds of dollars to be made by'
grinding employees ; or a ten dollar bill if he |

will sell his vote ; or a prominent position if
he will use mean ways of gaining it. Satan is
constantly showing men some part of the
world and saying *‘all this T will give thee if
thou wilt fall down and worship me.’?

V. {l.—The way to get clear of temptation is
to refuse to listen to it. The devil does not
spend his time where He gets no encourage-
ment. Resist him and he will flee.

1l.—What a precious thought is the ministry
of angels. “Are they not all ministering
spirits? ” And perhaps the dear ones who
have gone, who are ‘like unto the angels,”
are sent forth on missions of love and mercy ;
they, as spirits, speaking in spirit language to
our spirits, and giving strength and cheer and
peace.

SoME GENERAL LEsSoNs.

1. The lesson teaches that the Devil is a real
person and not & mere influence. He is as real
as any other part or persun of the unseen, the
spirit, world.

2. All thoughts in the mind that are not in
accord with God's mind and will, are put there
by Satan. The thought came to Annanias to

| keep part of the price of the land and act asif
| giving all.
| thine heart to lie.”

Petersaid ‘ Why hath Satan filled

3. There is no sin in being tempted. Christ
was tempted, but He knew no sin.  The sin is
in harboring the temptation.

4. Christ was familiar with Scripture and a
timely text always came to mind. What an
argument for storing the minds of the young
with Scripture truth, so that when tempt 4,
the Spirit may bring it to mind to save them.

A tempted boy stood under a fruit tree one
night, and with outstretched hand was reach-
ing after fruit that had been forbidden. As
he looked up at it, he saw through the leavesa
star. The text ©* Thou God seest me ”’ flashed
through his mind. It seemed the eve of God
looking down. His hand dropped. He was
saved by means of that text.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

l. When and where did the Temptation .
take place?  Other instances of bodily removal '
ander the influence of the Spirit—1 Kings 1x:,

1252

Kings 2: 165 Ezek. 3: 14; 3: 33 11: 1, 24;
43: 55 Acts 8:39. Why was Jesus tempted ?

(Heb. 5: 8;4: 13).  What assurance have we
of victory over temptation? (1 Cor. 10: 13).

2. How long did Jesus fast? Was ihisan
entire abstinence from food? (Luke 4: 2).
Other forty-day fasts—Ex. 34: 2%; 1 Kingg
11




19:8. On what other occasion was Jesus so
absorbed in spiritual affairs as to be uncon-
scious of hunger? (Jobn 4: 31-34).

3. What did Satan ask Jesus to prove?
Another who made a similar challenge? (Ch.
27: 40). Could Jesus have done this if He had
wigshed? (John 1:3; Ps. 33:9). Had He
dur2 so what wrong disposition would He
have displayed? With what weapon does He
parry the assaults of Satan? (Eph. 6:17).
On v-hat promises did Jesus rely ? (Ps. 34: 9,
10; 37: 3; Tsa 33: 16).

4. To whom were the words of this
quotation first spoken? What were they in-
tended to teach? Shew that they are a pertin-
ent rely to the tempter?

5. Wb ¢ city is meant? Why is it called
‘‘ The Holy City ? Other passages in which
the term is used—Neh. 11:1, 18; Ysa. 48: 2,
52:1; Dan. 9: 24; Matt. 27: 53; Rev. 11: 2.
TWhat part of the temple is referred to?

6. What was the second temptation? Wlat
would His doing so prove? What Scripture did
Satan misquote? Do angels protect God’s
people ? (2 Kings 6: 17; Ps. 34: 7; Heb. 1: 14).

7. What wrong spirit would Jcsus have
shewn had He done as Satan suggested ? How
far have we a right to rely upon God’s pro-
tection? Arxe we invited to put God to the
test? (Mal. 3: 10; Isa. 7:12). When is it
wrong to ‘‘ tempt?’’ God? (Deut. 6:16; Ex. "
17: 2; Acts 15:10; 1 Cor. 10:9). Give in-
stances of ‘¢ tempting Providence.” ‘

8-10. What did Satan shew to Christ? ‘.

How was this done? What offer did he make' '
Shew that it was not sincere; that he could
not do what he promised; that he did not
offer what Christ wanted; that if Chrisy ac-
cepted his offer His own Kindom must perish.
Has Satan great power in the world? (Eph.
6:12; 1 Pet. 5: 8, 9; 2 Cor. 4: 4). How did he
come to be the enemy of God? (Jude6).
What will be his final doom? (Rev. 20:10).
To whom does the power claimed by Satan
really belong? Ps.75:6,7;1 Sam. 2:7, 8).
What is meant by ‘‘worship 7”? Why is it
wrong to owe success to any other than God?

{t. Did Satan ever return? (Luke 22: 53;
John 14: 40). Did angels again minister to
him? What is the reward of the Christian
who endures temptation? (Jas. 1: 12).

LESSON IIIL—January 16th, 1898,

B.GINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS. MATT. 4 : 17-25.
Commit ps. 3: 10. ’

17. From taat imo lLegan Jesus to prca_ch. and to
gay, Repent ye , for the kingdom of heaven is at hund.

18. And walking by tho sea of Galilee, ho saw two
brothren, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a nct into the sea; for they wero
fishers:

19. And ho saith unto them, Como ye after me, and
1 will make you fishers of men.

20, And they straughtway left ihonets, and followed
hiw.

21. And going on from thence he saw other two
bretbren, James the son of Zebedeo, and Jobn his
brother, in tho boat with Zebedeo their futher mend-

ing their pets; and he called them. 22. And they
straightway left tho boat and their father, and follow-
ed him.

23. And Jesus went about in all Galiles, teaching in
their synagugues, and preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, snd healing all manner of disease and ul) man-
ner of sickness among the people-

24. And the report of him went forth into all Syria s
and they brought unto him all that weresick, holden
with divers discases and torments, possessed with
devils, and epileptic, and palsicd ; and he healed them.

25. And thero followed him great multitudes from
Galileo and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judwma and
from-beyond Jordan.

GOLDEN TEXT.

¢The poople which sat in
darkness saw great light.’—
Mott, 4: 26,

PROVE THAT
Jesus enlightens men, John 1: v,

LessoN Prax. {II.

DAILY READINGS,
A, Beginning of the ministry of
Juesus, Matt, 4: 1525,
T, Phil'?s‘gmd Nathanael, John
s 4301,
. Tcaching with authority, Mark
13 21-0%,
T. God'sancinted, Acts 10: 3443,
F. Gracious words, Luke 4: 14-22,
S The mesage refected. Luke &

S. The Great Physician, Luke 4:
Ry

Jesus Blessing,
12

Jesus Calling His first Disciples.

Vs, 23-25.

CATECHISM.

Q. 8, What do the Scriptures
pnucul»ally teach? )

A. The Scriptures principelly
teach what man js to belisve con-
cerning God, and what C.ty God
requines of man,

LESSON HXMNS,
Nos, 562, 529, 38, 544,

vs, 17-22,
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EXPOSITORY NOTES.
RY REV. A. B. MACKAY, D. D., MONTREAL.

Jesusthe Son of David King of Israel, the
8on of Abraham in whom all families of the
earth are to be blessed, has come to Galilee
and settled in Capernnam. Why ? Because
John Baptisthas been cast into prison ? Yes.
Therefore He leaves Judea that He may do

-.* the will of the Father.

But why should He go to Galilee? In order
to fulfil the word of Isaiah the prophet con-
cerning Galilee of the nations. *‘The people
that sat in darkness saw a great light.”” In
every step of His earthly life the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures were the guide of Jesus.
Therefore from that time Jesus began to preach
and in His preaching took up the cry of His
forerunner. ** Repent ye" for the King-
dom of heaven is at hand. This is the key
. “note of His preaching.—A. Declaration.—*‘ The

Kingdom of Heaven is at hand * ; an Exhorta-
Zion ** Repent.”’
The declaration was pleasant to the ears of
all who heard it. For long bad they been
expecting the Kingdom of Heaven, the
direct rule of their promised Messiah ;and the
more they were oppressed under their enemies,
the more did they cherish this hope of Israel.
The watchword of their Zealots was ‘‘ no King
" but God.”” But they"did not kmow their
need of the exhortation. They did not know
that they could not enjoy the glories of the
Kingdom of Heaven without the spirit of the
Kingdom of Heaven, and that they did not
have.
- “*TheKingdomofHeavenisat hand.”
All is ready so far as God is concerned. The
voice of Him that crieth in the wilderness
*Prepareye the way of the Lord ' has been
heard. The voice from Heaven has been heard
 Thisis my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased.”” But nothing is ready so far as
Israel is concerned. All is confusion, and
disorder. It is a spiritual chaos over which
the earthly and the Heavenly veices sound.
- Darkness broods over the deep, therefore
““ Repent” is the word of supreme impor-
tance. Let shere be light, true light, todispel
the gross darkness which covers the people.
There is no fear of the divine will, no fail-
ure. God will keep all His promises concern-
ing the Kingdom, to the least jot and tittle, but
there is grievous fear on the human side.
There must be a radical change in men’s

hearts and lives, & complete spiritual revolu-
tion, a right about face, if they are to see or
enter into this Kingdom of Heaven.

This condition remains. Men may be
attracted by the outward benefits of Christ’s
Kingdom and these are many and great : but
they forget that there must be a spiritual and
radical change wrought in themselves before
{key can participate in them. They must
change their minds and manners, their con-
stitution and conversation, yea there very
natures from worse to better, before they can
see or enter into the Kingdom.

“‘ Repent™ is therefore the cry of every
true preacher, and if we were to know what
this means we can find no better answer than
that which hasbeen taught us. ‘‘Repentance
unto life is a saving grace whereby a sinner
out of a true sense of hissin, and apprehension
of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with
grief and batred of his sin, turn from it anto
God, with foll purpose of and endeavour after
new obedience.”’ This was what Israel needed
in order to receive the Kingdom of Heaven.
This is what we need in order to be blessed
with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus.

Having thus told of the coming of the King
to Galilee, Matthew next records four things
concerning this royal preacher, His call, His
promise, His power, and His popularity.

l. The King’s call.—He takes a very
kingly step. He calls together His court.
Walking by the sea of Galilee He saw the two

brethren, Peter and Andrew, fishing. He
koew them and they knew Him. He had
|been pointed out to Andrew by John Baptist
|88 ‘“ the Lamb of God » and Andrew following
tHim, speaking with Him, dwelling with Him
only or.e short night, went away fired with
devotion, and burst in upon his brother Simon
with the glad news, *‘We have found the
Messiah.”?  So he brought Simon to Jesus and
the great “ Eurcka ” was repeated. Simon
also could confess ‘‘ Thou art the Christ the
Son of the living God.”” Therefore thesetwo
fishermen busy casting their nets into the sea,
whenever they heard the call of their King
“Follow me,” obeyed. Without a moment’s
delay they pulled their boat to shore, left their
nets, and followed Him.

Jesns continued His course along the lake

and found other two brethren, James and John
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sitting in theirboat, husy with their father and
therest of the boats erew mending their nets.
Jesus gave the same call to them and at once
they left boat, nets, friends, father, and follow-
ed Him;

Thus these two pairs of brethren showed
that they at least were loyal subjects of their
King, thatc the profession of their faith in Him
wasno empty word. When the command of

a king comes, it is not for luyal subjects to
make excuses, or to delay. The King's busi-
ness demands haste. The dearest ties, the
MOst engrossing occupations, are no excusc for
neglecting His command. If Jesus is King of
our hearts, all will be left, when He says
¢¢ Follow me,”’

2. The King’s promise.—When He gave
this call He made a promise. What ? Earthly
glory and distinetions? Earthly riches and
dominion ? No! but this: ** 1 will make you
fishers of men.” He knew from the beginning
the turn His affairs as King would take, there-
fore He called them to the work they would
have to do for Him all their lives. They were
fishers already and He would make them
fishers in a higher sphere. Following Him,
imitating Him, obeying Him, He assures them
that they will have influence over men to win
them to their highest good.

Often had they thrown their large ciromlar
drag net into the waters of the lake to surround
and catch the fish. Their work as His
followers would be similar, to gather out of the
world a people for His name, first from the
littie Jake of Judaism, then from the great sea
of the Gentiles.

He calls them not to reign with Him but to
preach with Him, to follow Hin as He goes
forth crying * Repent and believe the gospel **
for so bas God ordnined that men be gathered
in. And mark, He does not say that He wounld
allow them to try their hand at being fishers,
He promises that He will make them fishers ;
and as no man is a fisher who does not catch
fish, so no manis a follower of Christ who does
not gather men to Him. This promiseis given
to everyone that follows Him. These four are
not yet chosen to be apostles, that comes later
on, they are simply called to be followers and
fishers. If they ave true followers they will be
good fishers, for He promises to give them skill
and success in this work. Letali who profess to
follow Jesus remember this. He promises to
make us the means of salvation to others, in our
homes,in ourclasses, in ourcongregations. And

if we are 110t made fishers of men ; if there are
no conversions in our congregationsand classes
and homes, let us fear that we are not follow-
ing the Lord fully, but going our own way,
exalting ourselves not Him.

A minister went out fishing with a fine rod
and splendid tackle. He had poor success,

and was greatly surprised when he met a boy °

with a big string of fish which he had caught

in the same stream, and yet he had nothing to
boast of in the way of tackle—only the branch |

of a tree, a coarse line, and a poor hook.—
* How is it he asked the boy, ‘“that you

R4

have caught so many and I so few?? 1 °

don’t know "’ said the boy, ‘‘except perhaps
that I hide myself better than you.”

And the ;

minister went on his way thonghtfully. This :

then is the great secret of failure, ‘T did not
hide myself.” So is it with this fishing to
which Jesus sends us.

of a king is there is power.

preaching, healing.

tion and answer are only one form of teaching,
stances exposition is better.

proclaimed the good news that the kingdom

had anointed, whom He had promised, and by
whom all wrongs would be righted, all evil

earth as in Heaven.

He healed all manner of diseases. Jesus
was the first medical missionary and the most
successful. No case ever baffied Him. Even the
dead were not beyond His power. The King
was moved with compassion at the condition
of the people, and with indignation againsé

him who had caused it.

14

Hide hehind Him;
obey the word * Come after Me,”’ and the !
promise will be fulfilled *T will make you .
. fishers of men.” :
3. The King's power,—Where the word
Therefore these -
fishers left all and followed Him ; and He and °
they went on a right royal progress. Never .
was kingly course more glorious, more victor- |
jous. Never was triumph more magnificent, .
than where King Jegus went about in all '
Galilee. His work was threefold : teaching, :

He taught in their synagogues, how? Byi
the exposition of the Old Testament Scriptures. -
He opened up the Scriptures to the congrega- -
tions which crowded the synagogues. Ques-'
important no doubt, but in certain circum-.

He preached the Gospel of the kingdom. He
they had so0 long looked for was at hand, the
reign of God on earth by that king whom He -

overthrown, and the will of God be done on

_—
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., dence?
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" In this royal progress He gives samples of
what His glorious reign will be.  Before Him
all sickness and sorrow, all disease and death,
will fly away. Here this king proves His
power to utterly destroy the kingdom of Satan,
great usurper, before whom all other men have
fallen, under whose bondage the whole world
has groaned from the beginning.

As & strong man armed, Satan has kept his
court on thissin-stricken earth, and the human
race have been his goods and ohattels, kept ir
individual and absolute possession. Of all the
sons of Adam there has been none to dispute
hisright. But a stronger than he has come
at last—Jesus, he Son of David, the Son of
Abraham. This King has grappled with the
prince of darkness in the wilderness ; He has
overcome him, He has taken his armor from
him. He has bound him, and now He is
“marching through hLis kingdom spoiling him.
Every disease and sickness healed, every tor-
‘tnent ended, every demoniac delivered, every
‘epileptic and palsied one cured, wasa trophy
“of His might, the proof of His power over
the kingdom of Satan, the promise of the king-
dom of Heaven.

What do these Galilean wonders proclaim to
-all men everywhere to the end of time? This.
That Jesus the King is able to undo all the
evil that Satan has wrought in this world, to
Yring in the glory, and joy, and health of Hea-
ven itself into this sad and sinful scene. He
Bas proved I™is power to do this; He will do
this. We do not pray in vain when we say
¢ Thy Kingdom come.”
4. TheKing’s popularity.—Who would
#ot follow such a King on His triumphal

march. The materinl blessing flowing from
theso manifestations of His power were so many
so great, so palpable, that the whole country
was stirred to its depths. Never was preacher
so popular as this King whose word had such
power. Multitudes swelled the triumph of
His train, not only from Galiles but from the
ten cities which lay east and south of its sea,
from Jerusalem itself, and from Judea and
Perea east of the Jordan., The whole land
was in & blaze of enthusiasm and His fame
spread through all Syria to the north and east
of Galilee. Jesus was everywhere the idol of
the people lifted up to the highest pinnscle of
popularity.

Yet two years afterwards this same Jesus
was hung upon the cross an object of derision
and scorn, with this inscription nailed over
Hig head : ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth the King of the
Jews.” Why this awful change in the popu-
lar sentiment ? The people were not prepared
to receive Him as their King. They did not
respond to the ery ‘‘repent.” He came with
all the power, with all the blessing of the
kingdom of Heaven ; able, willing to do more
than restore all that man has lost through the
rule of Satan, but they would not have Him
to reign over them, they would not repent,
they would not believe the Gospel ; therefore
they crucified their King, they forfeited their
privileges, they lost their glory. Their house
is left to them desolate and they will not see
Him again till they say ‘‘ Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord.”?

Let us take warning. Do welong for all the
glories and the joys of Heaven? They can be
the portion of no one who does not repent and
believe the Gospel.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

Where was the first year of Christ’s Ministry
spent? Where do we find it recorded ? (John
chapters 1-4.) What disciples first joined
Christ? Why did he leave Judea? (3Matt.
4:12.)) How washe received at Mazareth ?
Why did he select Capernaum as His resi-

17.—A fuller notice of Christ first preaching
Mark1: 14-15. Compare this with John’s
message, Matt. 3 : 2.) What time is referred
%0 ? How should repentance be manifested ?
(Luke 3: 10-14.) What is meant by * the

Fingdom of Heaven ? ? 'What did Jesus bid

His disciples preach ? (Matt. 103 7.)

{8.—Compare the fuller account in Luke 5':
1-11. 'What miracle preceded the call of these
disciples ? Had Jesus met any of these before ?
(John 1:40.) Of what city were they ? (John
1:44.)

19 ~What did Jesus mean by *‘follow me? >
(Mark 9:38.) 'What does the command mean
tous who cannot follow him from place to
place ? (Matt. 10:38 ;1 Cor. 11: 1 ; Phil. 2
5.) What did He promise to make them ?
In what parable is the Kingdom of Heaven
compared t0 a net ? (Matb. 13 : 47-50.) How
may we become ‘‘ fishers of men *? ?

20.—What sacrifice did thisinvolve ? (Mark

15




10:28.) What reward is promised to those
who show the same prompt obedience ? (Mark
10:29, 30.) What Ilater apostle showed the
same spirit ? (Gal. 1: 16.)

21,—What evidences of Zebedee’s wealth and
good social position ? (Mark 1 : 20 ; Luke 5 :
T3John 18: 15.) Were James and John
related to Jesus? (John 19: 25; compare
Mark 15 : 40, 41 ; Matt. 27 : 56.)

22.-What special sacrifice did these make
in following Jesus?

LESSON IV.—January 23rd,

THE BEATITUDES.
Commit vs, 3-10,

A Y

1. Andsceing the multitudes. he went up into the
mountain ; and when he had sat down, his disciples
came unto him:

2. Andheopened his mouthand taught them, saying;

3. Blessed are the puorin spirit: for theirsis the
kingdom of heaven.

4. Blessed aro they that mourn ; for they shall be
comforted.

5. bBlesssed aro the meek ; for they shall inherit the
earth.

6. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness; for they shall be filled.

7. Blessed aro tho merciful ; for they shall cbtain
mercy.

GOLDEN TEXT.

¢Ye aroe the Light cf the
‘World.”—Matt. 5: 14

=

=

PROVE THAT

Acts . 6,

n

“SSCS men,

e

Jesus

. DAYLY READINGS.

. The Beatitudes, Matt, 5: 1-12,
T. A guiding light, Matt. 5: 13-20.
. qufecﬁon of love, Matt. 5
: Blcss)ixigs in disguise, Luke 6:
Blcssﬁix;gs of obedience, Ps, 119:

1-16.
Motive for love, 1 John 4: 4-12,
Walking inlight, 1John 2: 1-11.

23.—How is the ministry of Jesus briefly
described by Peter ? (Acts 10:38.) How is
it deseribed in prophecy ? (Isa. 53 : 4 ; Matt.
8:17.) Why did Jesus perform so many
miracles ?

24.—What is meant by ‘‘ possessed with :

devils'? Were the disciples able to cast out
demons ? Did they sometimes fail ? (Matt.
17 : 16, 19-20.)

25.—Dvint out un the map the places men-

| tioned ?

1893.

MATT. 5% 1-12,

a 8& Bleszed are the pure in heart ; for they shall see
od.

9. Blessed aro the peace-makers ; for they shall be
called sons of God,

10. Blessed are they that havo been persecuted for
righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. : °

11. Blessed areye when man shall reproach you, and
persccute you, and say all manner of evil against you
fulsely, formy sake.

12. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; for great is

yourreward in heaven ; for so persecuted they the |

prophets which were befare you.

CATECHISM.

Q. 4, Whatis God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eter-
nal, and unchangeable, in His
being, wisdom, power, holiness,
Justice, goodness, and truth,

LESSON HYMNS,

Nos. 86 (Ps.), 147, 219, 249,

HELPS FOR LESSON 1V, BY REV. PROF. SCRIMGER, D.D., MONTREAL.

INTRODUCTORY. Our lesson furms the first
part of the sermon on the Mount.

named because delivered on some mountain in

Galilee. The name of the mountsin is Lot

given in Scripture, but traditionally it is &
saddle-shaped eminence knownas the Horns of

Hattin, ncar ancient Capernaum and over-,

looking the Sea of Galilee.
The oceasivn of the sermon was the ordin-
ation of the Twelve as Apostles, (see Luke

The duty of this Kingdom to the world, to

It is so|blessit. (Matt. &: 13-16.)
The law of this Kingdom as compared with |-

that of the Old Testament dispensation, being

much higher. Tllusteated by maay examples. .

(Matt. 5: 17—7: 12.)

The difficulty of entering the Kingdom and |
the danger of mistaking its real character. .

(Matt. 7: 13-27.)

Our lesson takes the first of these, showing ‘

6: 1219).

anthoritics already plotting His death. (Luke | the number is made up by adding four woes.
6: 11.) . ; There is a correspondence between the char-
The sermon has therefore been fitly called | acteristic in cach case and the reason for the
the *JManifsto of the King." Its general | blessedness ; but the ewphasis must be lad
theme is the Kingdum of heaven whith he had | upon the chiaracteristic. In two cases the rea-
come to establish. ySon given is that theirs is the Kiugdom of
Its main divisivns might be given as follows.  _aven.

as belonging to the Kingdom, the puur in | Christ wishes toshow thekind of peupie whom
spirit, the meek, ete. (Matt. 3. 3-12. » he regards as members of His Kingdom.
18 ‘

This ordination was the formal or- | the character of those who belong to His !
ganization of His Kingdom for the future, in, Kingdon, under the form of Beatitudes. These !
view of the increasing hostility of the Jewish  are eight in pumber. See Luke 6: 20-26, where !

b
This might have been given in all .
The character of those whumn He recugnizes cases without altering the sense matenally. ;



LESSON PLAN. {I}

i 2. Seeingthemuititudes—They gath-

. ered about Him owing to the miracles of heal-
1; ing., But there was great excitement at the
£ time, and danger of fanatical violence, owing to

'the collision with the Seribes and Pharisees
'who had come from Jerusulem, over the
observance of the Sabbath. (See Luke 6:
¥ 1-11).

On the evening of one of these exciting days
apparently He retived to the mountain or hill
of no great height behind the town in order to
eseape the crowds. He continued all night in
prayer. (Luke 6:12.) The next morning He
proceeded to select and ordain the Twelve.
(Luke 6: 12-16.) Before He had finished the
crowds discovered where He was and followed
Him. Comingdown & little way to meet them
at a level place where it would be convenient
for them to stand closer together, He sat
down and opened His mouth and
taught them. It was customary for the
Jewish Rabbis to sit down when they taught
in the synagogues, & survival from the time
when these were not so much places of wor-
ship, as schools for instruction in the law, with
comparatively small classes. The address was
probably intended first of all for His own dis-
ciples, but through them was intended for the
whole world, just as the Queen’s speech at the
opening of Parliament is addressed first of all
to the members, but through them to the
nation, and even to other nations as well.

3

3. Blessed are the poor in spirit—The
gracivus vpening of this discourse has often
been contrasted with the giving of the law un
Mt. Sinai with its awe inspiring thunder and
lightming. Thecuntrast is more in appearance
perhaps than in reality, for there was love and
grace at Sinai as well as law. But the contrast
can hardly fail to strike the mind. This first

beatitude is pronounced on the ‘‘puur in | the preceding, have the sense of want.

Religion in the Heart, ys. 1-6, 8.
Religion in the Life, vs. 1, 10-12.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

are members of the Messianic Kingdom for
which all men were looking and which He had
come to establish on the earth. They were
possessors of all the privileges and blessings
that belong to such membership both here and
hereafter. The reference must notbe confined
to the future life, but that is by no means ex-
oluded.

4. Bilessed are they that mourn —
The cause or character of the mourning is not
bere defined, nor yet in Luke’s report, and
therefore it is best to take it in its widest sense
as including those who mourn for «.ay reason.
But there can be little doubt that the chief
reference is to those who mourn because of sin,
and hewail their own imperfections, as every
good man does. In the case of those mourn-
ing because of the sorrows of life, the blessed-
ness would apply not to those who xebel
against God’s dealings, but only to those who
mourn in the spirit of submission and patient
resignation. These alone ‘‘shall be comforted”’
by the consolations of the Gospel.

5. Blessed are the meek—The idea of
meekness is very closely allied to that of
poverty of spirit and mourning for sin, being,
as it were, the settled calm which belongs to
one who is ever humble and conscious of his
own imperfections. It is the quality of a man
who has gained the victory over his own pride
and hardness of heart. The blessing promised
to the meek that ‘‘they shall inherit the earth?’
is taken from Psalm 37: 11. It is, of course,
not to be taken in any hard, literal scnse,
either here or in the psalni, but must be taken
in the more genmeral and moral sense, that
svoner ot later the world will be ruled by the
meek and not by the proud and haughty. They
are upon the side that will ultimately triumph.

Blessed are they that hunger and
thirst after righteousness — These, like
They

spirit.””  This dues not mean either thuse who are conscivus of their Jack of rightevusness,
are puor-spirited, or those who are spiritually ; and their lunging for it is so keen that they
poor ; still less those whoare voluntarily poor, | may be said to hunger and thirst for it. This
as Roiau Catholics explain it, but those who | lunging is not to be restricted to righteousness
are Lhun.ble in heart and conscivus of their own | jn the sense of justification or acceptance be-
incompleteness. They may be, wnd often are, fore Gud, though that is included as the way
poor in this world’s goods, but the rich are not |of attaining it, but refers rather to personal
excladed, and worldly poverty in itself is no  holiness of character. The men that want to
qualification. Thoughhaving alowly estimate | be bLetter are thuse who are made welcome to
of themselves, such are spiritually rich, for Christ's kingdom. They shall be filled, for
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. They . the very vbject of the gospel is to lead men to
17




holiness, and it provides the only effectual
mode of securing it, as Paul points out in his
epistle to the Romans, (chap. 1: 16-17; 8:
1-14).

7. Blessed are the merciful—Here we
meet the fixst positive or active quality—which
is to enjoy blessedness. In the absence of all
limitation this is to be taken in its widest
sense, of sympathy with all suffering and ten-
derness towards all sin. It includes all those
who are compassionate in their actions and
charitable in their feelings. Such shall
obtain mercy. This has been taken by
some to refer to that compensation which often
takes place in life through the nature of good
offices, according to the principle stated later
on in the sermon, ‘“give and it shall be given
unto you, ete.” But it is by no means confined
to that. We must not be afraid to say that
the merciful shall obtain mercy from God as
well.
or merit mercy at His hand, but because they
thus show works meet for repentance. Those
who do so are the ones who will receive merey.
The importance of merey in connection with our
hope of heaven is more than once enforced by
Christ from the Old Testament seriptures. See
Matt, 9:13;12: 7: 23: 23.

8. Blessed are the pure in heart—
Purity of heart is an Old Testament expression
with which the hearers of Christ would be suf-
ficiently familiar. See Ps. 24: 4;73:1; 51: 10.
It refers to the inward character. Meyer
aptly defines it as moral blamelessness of the
inner Iife. It 1s oppused to all hypoerisy and

Not of course because they thereby earn |

be recognized as such in the world. Most be-
lievers are children of God long before they
are generally recognized as such. But when
by an upright life and godly demeanor they
inspire sufficient confidence to enable them to
become peace-makers among men, then they are
acknowledged as sons of God, i.e. god-like men,
displaying the spirit of the God of all peace.

to-t2. Blessed are they that have
been persecuted for righteousness’
| sake, etc.—This eighth and last beatitude is
| pronounced not upon any feature of character,
jbut upon those who are treated unjustly by
the world because they possess the character
described in the previous beatitudes. Christ
knew that such persecution would inevitably
come. All the prophets had been persecuted,
and the world was still the same, still full of
hostility to genuine goodness. He Himself
was the first in His Kingdom to feel the full
force of that persecution, but He knew He
would not be the Jast. He returns to the sub-
jeet in a subsequent address to His disciples.
(Matt. 10: 16-25.) It was important that He
should give this warning here in oxder to avoid
misunderstanding and disappointment. He
bad been declaring the blessedness of those
possessing a certain character, and those who
were aiming at that character might expect
that all would go well with them. This would
certainly not be so. And yet they would be
blessed still, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven.

In this last beatitude He sweeps back again

shall be called sons of Cod, i.e. theyshall »

all mnward cherishing of evil. It describes aj to the note with which He had started, de-
condition 1 which allevil or impure desires, | Claring again for their encouragement that they
intentions and imaginations are rigorously ex-  would be the members of the Messianic King-
cluded. They shall see God. Iu the lit-, dom and possessors of its privileges. This is
eral sense this of course is impossible, as Moses , spoken of as a ‘‘great reward,” but of course
found when he asked for it as his highest priv- it is only the reward of grace, not of merit.
tlege. (Ex. 33: ls.) But none the less it is a Those who possess this character are the ones
glorious possibility for the spiritually-minded | who will be owned as the subjects of the new

and the pure-hearted both in the future life,
(1 John 3: 2; Heb. 1:2: 14,, and in the life that
now is. (Job 42:5.) From the very nature
of the case, however, it is reserved for them
alone, (1 John 1: 6-7.)

9. Blessed are the peace-makers—
This feature of character is easily recognized as
one of the most beautiful and admirable in
itself. But there was special reason why it
should be emphasized by Christ. Men have
usually given the highest honur nut to the
peace-makers but to the war-makers.} {They

King and enjoy His favor.

The ideal of character which is exalted in
these beatitudes was not altogether a new one
to the Jewish mind. In fact, there is very
little that is entirely new in the Sermon on the
Mount. Long before Christ came the blessed-
ness of the humble and contrite had been
taught by prophet and psalmist. See Psalm
34: 18; 138: 6; Is. 57: 15; Psalm 25:9, 51: 17

But this ideal, though not new, was in direct
opposition (1) to the common worldly concep-
tion ofgevery age, that the blessed man, the
18
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happy man, is the pro perous man sand (2) to

' the false conception which had grown up and

gained currency among the religious teachers
of His day—that the blessed man was the
outwardly respectable and moral man, the one
who faithfully performed his religious duties

. and kept the letter of the law.

and stirred His interest. He could not pass
5 by the oppourtunity to do them some good. The

ORIENTALISMS.

Blessed—It secems to have been not an un-

- usual thing for the Jewish Rabbis to begin

their diseourses with & benediction, something

.. like the modern custom in some churches of

concluding the sermon with a doxology. Ewald
says: Every more elaborate discourse might

begin with a salutation or more solemnly with |

a benediction. But if so, Jesus turns the
practice to account in an altogether original
way, so that it is no longer a formal thing but
made to carry with it one of the most import-
ant lessons of the discourse. The apostles in
like manner turn the usual forms of epistolary
salutation to good account in their writings, so
as to embrace some of the most fundamental
truths of the Gospel.

Hungering and thirsting—In Syria and

especially in Arabia, the experience of hunger,
or at least of thirst, is no uncommon one even
for travellers otherwise well provided. Through
long stretches of country water is a scace
commodity, and any want of foresight is apt
to land a caravan in serious difficulty. The
clouds of dust borne on the wind often further
aggravate the situation so as made it well-nigh
intolerable. Under such circumstances the
longing for water is an experience not likely
to be soon forgotten.

They that mourn—In the east the mourn-
er has always been remarkable for his worn
and haggard aspect. His dress is slovenly, his
hair disheveled, his beard untrimmed, and his
whole apparel in a state of negligence and
disorder. When any one dies the females of
the family raise the cry of lament, one after
another, with increased vehemence and pierc-
ing shrieks; and many of the neighbors as
well as friends of the family join in the Jamen-
tation. Hired mourning women are also en-
gaged, who utter ories of grief and praise the
virtues of the deceased. A sort of funeral
dirge is also chanted to the sound of the tam-
bourine from which the tinkling plates have
been removed.

highest, always moved Jesus to compassion

‘% world is still as needy, and the size of the

& multitudes inviting our compassion has been
4 enormously increased by our wider knowledge

of heathendom. We cannot dismiss them with-

% out a message if we would be like Christ.

Ver. 2. The world’s yreatest need is for

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

ver. 1. The sight of needy multitudes, [ It is no misnomer to speak of the consolaiions
even though their aspirations were not of the | of the Gospel.

Ver. 5. It requires moral courage to be
meek in our own bearing, especially towards
those who treat us wrongfully, but moral
courage is a greater thing than physical cour-
age, and will receive a richer blessing.

Ver. 6. We are all too apt to be satisfied
with ourselves. Jesus came not to call the
righteous, but sinners. The publicen with his

Ihumble confession of sinfulness went down to

nght teaching. Bushnell well said that “‘ the his house justified rather than the self-righte-

. run be found to be the richest.

soul of all improvement is the improvement of
the soul.” If they can be led to order their
lives anght, all other things will follow in due
course.

Ver. 3. The very poorest may in the long
The truest
wealth 15 that of which the world is apt to take
little account.

Ver. 4. Surely no other teacher in the

7 world's history ever crowned sorrow as did
-, Jesus. His appreciation of it and tenderness
3 towards it has robbed it of its worst bitterness. |

ous Pharisee.

Ver. 7. It is wellto be just. It is grander
to be merciful. We may well seek to culti-
vate the merciful spirit, who stand so much in
need of mercy ourselves.

Ver. 8. A clean exterior is one of the quali-
ifications necessary for good suciety in the
world. To be clean within is the necessary pre-
requisite to fellowship with the King of Kings.

Ver. 9. The blessedness of the peace-maker
has not been sv much svught after as the glory
of the warrior. But let us hupe a better day
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isat hand when some other way of settling | cournge to endure it patiently. Itis better ty
disputes will be found than the rude arbitra- | sufier for well-doing than for evil-doing. The

ment of the sword.

case of Christ shows how good may come of it

Ver. 10. Persecution is & sore evil to bear, | to the world, if not to oursélves (1 Pet. 3:
but the very injustice of it may well give|17-18).

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

How did Jesus spend the preceding night ?'
(Luke 6: 12.) What important step towards
organizing his followers did he take at this
time? (Mark 3: 13.) With what other
might to this one be compared ? (John 1:17.)
How many ‘‘beatitudes’’ are there?

3.~Who are meant by the ‘‘ poor in spirit’’?
What special promise of divine blessing is
there to the humble and contrite? (Isa. 57:
15; 66: 2.) What gives all divine service its
value? (Ps. 51:17.) From what are the
humble-minded safe? (Prov. 16: 18, 19.)
What is better than honor? (Prov. 15: 33.)
What special promise to the godly poor? (Jas.
2: 5.) Is it easier for a poor person to be
good, than one who is rich ?

4.—What kind of sorrow is meant here?
How does Jesus comfort it? (¥sa. 61: 23.)
What is the difference between ¢ godly sorrow?’
and the “sorrow of the world ?? (2 Cor. 7:
10.) How may any kind of sorrow become a
blessing? Illustrate some of the benefits of
affliction >—Deut. 8: 2 ; Ps. 94: 12, 13; Isa.
48: 10; Rom, 5: 3; 2 Cor. 4: 17 ; Heb. 12:
11.

8.—Who are the ‘‘meek?’? What Old
Testament verse is here quoted? Ps. 37: 11.)
Which is the more noble, to resent an injury,
or to overlook it? (Prov.19:11; 25: 15;
Ece. 7: &) How may we cultivate meekness?
(Gal. 5: 22,23.) In what sense will the
meek inherit the earth? (Rom. 4: 13.) What

temporal blessings belong to the meek ? (Prov.
14:29; 16: 32.)

6.~ What is meant by hungering aud thirst-
ing after righteousness? Vrho are invited to

satisfy this hunger? (Jsa. 55:1;65: 13 ; John :
7: 37.) Illustrations of this spiritual craving, |

—Ps. 119:20; 63: 1;42: 1, 2.

7.—Who are the ‘‘merciful’’ ? "What pro-

mises are made to those who help the needy?
(Ps.41: 1-3; Prov. 19: 17;20: 21; 22:9;

Heb. 6: 10 ; Deut. 15: 10.) Is this an essen- ;

tial part of true religion? (Isa. 68: 7, 10;
Matt. 25: 35, 36 ; Jas. 1: 27.)

8.—Why is inward purity necessary? (1
Sam. 16; 7; Ps. 139: 1-4; Rom. 8: 27.) Is
it required by God of those who approach
Him? (Ps. 15: 2; 24:4; Heb. 12: 14 ; Eph.
5:5.) What is meant by ‘seeing God” ?
Can we have this vision in some measure now ?

(1Cor. 13:12.) What will be the effect of

seeing God clearly? (1 John 3: 2, 6.)

9-—Why are peacemakers blessed? Why

are they called God’s children?
10.—What is meant by being persecuted for
righteousness sake ?

'
'
2
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l.—Under what two conditions is ‘‘revil- -

ing’! pronoanced blessed ?
12.—~Why should the persecuted rejoice?

(Aots5: 41; 1 Peterd4: 13, 14.) May one -

suffer reproach and not be blessed? (1 Peter 4:
15.) .
blessed? (Rom. 5: 3-5.

i
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LESSON V.—January 3oth, 1898.
HOW TO PRAY. Marr 6. 5-15.

Commit ve. 9-13.

X 6 Andwhen yo pray, yo shall not bo as the hypo-
“ crites: for they Jove to stand and pray in the ayna-
" gogues and in the corners of the streets, thu't‘ they may
"' be seon of men. Verily I say unto you, Lhey have
i roceived their reward. . .
R 6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine
inner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy
i Father which is in secret, and thy Father which seeth
Y. in secrot shall recompenso thee. .
" 4. And in praying use not vain repoetitions, as the
" QGentilesdo: for they think that they shall be heard
for their much speaking.
8. Bonot thereforolike unto them : for your Father
knoweth what things ye havoneed of, befora'yo ask

, him.

GOLDEN TEXT.

~ ¢Pray to thy Father which
s in secret.”—Matt. 6: 6.

18; 9-14,

23-33,
PROVE THAT
Jesus hears prayer. John 14:13,

819,

HELPS

INTRODUCTORY. Having in the preceding
verses given the Christian rule as to alms

i giving, Jesus now gives a similar rule as to
.fipmyer. Like the modern Mahometans the

. ;{iJews of his time ohserved fixed hours for
A5
23
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LESSON PLAN. {1

5. And when ye pray, ye shall not be
asthe hypocrites.—Of course all who ob-
served the fixed hours of devotion and prayed
in public were not hypocrites, otherwise the
“ypractice would soon have come into disre-
‘ipute. But the respectable custom was
.;one that lent itself to the designs of hypo-
Zerites who wished to impose upon their
fellows. They were those who ““loved to
stand and pray in the synagogues and inthe
coraers of the streets that they might be seen
of men.”” In thecase of such, applause was
~what they most desired, and when they re-
ceived that they had received all they would

DAILY READINGS.

M. How to pray, Matt. 6: 5-15.

T. Encouragement to prayer.
Matt, 7: 7-12.

W, Believing prayer, Jas, 1: 1-8.

T. True and false prayer, Luke

F. In Christ’s name, John 16:

S. A merciful God, Ps. 86: 1-10,
S. Abundant goodness, Ps. 145

i prayer wherever they might be.

I. The Mode of Prayer.
I. The Model Prayer.

9. After this manner thereforo pray yo:

Our Father which art in heuven,

Jullowed be thy name,

10. Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done, a8 in heaven, so on earth,

11. @Give us this day our daily bread,

12, And forgive us our debts, as wo also have for-
given our debtors.

13. And bring us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evilone.

14. For if yo forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you.

15, But ifyo forgive not men theirtrespasses,neither
will your Futher forgivo your trespasses.

CATECHISM.
Q. 6, Are there more Gods than
one?

A. There is but one only, the
living and true God,

Q. 6. How many '?exsons are
there in the Godhead

A. Thesearcthree persons in the
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost; and these three
areone God, thesame insubstance,
cquel in power and glory.

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos. 395, 893, 404, 397,

FOR LESSON V, BY DR. SCRINGER.

Those who
wished to gain a reputation for piety were apt
to find themselves at these hours in the syna-
gogues or in public places and to stay longer
at their devotions than others, repeating the
prescribed forms more than once.

vs. 1-8,
vs. 9-I3.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

get. “Verily Isay unto you, they have re
ceived their reward.”

6. But thou when thou prayest.—
As in the case of alms giving the cure for
hypocritical ostentation is secrecy. Even this
will sometimes fail to guarantee the genuine-
ness of prayer, but if offered in secret it is
much more likely to be real and therefore
much more likely to be heard by God. The
petitions would be equally well known to Him,
however secret, and He would recompense or
answer.

7. Use notvain repetitions.—This was
the second evil connected with prayer. The
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folly of it is apparent at once when we think
of it, and yet nothing has been more corion
in the religious practice of the world than just
such vain repetitions. They are characteristic
of all heathen religions to-day. Some of them
have gone so far gs to provide mechanical con-
trivances for repeating them ; such as the viell
known prayer-wheels of the Buddhist priests.
on which certain petitions are written, and the
revolutions of which, by hand or even by
water power, are supposed to confer all the
merit of a verbal utterance.

8. Your Father Knoweth.—This might
seem at first sight to render all prayer un-
necessary, even one single utterance of it.
But Christ evidently has no intention of push-
ing it that far, and the experience of all ages
has so proved the value of prayer as to prevent
any truly religious mind from doing so.
Prayer is not for God's information, but to
establisk a true spiritual connection between
Him and the soul of the believer. So far
from discouraging prayer Jesus was not only
in the habit of praying himself but proceeds
immediately to give instruction as to the
manner of prayer we ought to offer.

9. After this manner.—The prayer
which follows is given again in almost the
same words in Luke 11: 2-4, in response to
the disciples request for direction in prayer.
Itis the only form of prayer he is ever repre-
sented as teaching during his ministry.

But he certainly did not confine himself to
this form (See John 17 : 1-26) and on several
occasions He suggested other petitions to His
disciples not contained in this (Matt. 9 : 38,
21 :21-22, 24 : 20.) It isinconceivable there-
fore that He meant His disciples to confine
themselves to this form. So far as we know
they never interpreted it in any such sense.

Many prayers are found in the epistles that
have no resemblance whatever to anything in
thisexcept in spirit. It was given obviously
only as a model guide as to the manner of
their prayers.

It isof course not improper to use iton all
fit occasions, for it is at once simple and most
comprehensive. But 1t 1s most deplorable
that it should have come to be used by so
many professing Christians in the very way it
was intended to prevent, as a form to be re-
peated over and over agamn a certain number

The bead rosary for counting ‘‘ pater nosters *’
is only a degree less mechanical than the
Buddhist prayer-mill.  There is no doubt that
at a comparatively early peried, just how
earlylis not known, it came to be nsed liturgi-
cally in the church and the doxology at the
end was undoubtedly then added. This latter
is omitted in the R. V. as having no suffi-
cient authority in the text, heing ahsent from
the earliest and best manuseripts,

Though there is nothing in the prayer that
might not have heen fitly offered by any Jew,
the prayer as & matter of fact seems to be for
the most part original with Jesus. At least
no such prayer has heen preserved in any Jew-
ish work that has come dnwn to us, and only
remote parallels to one or two of its petitions.

These petitions are six in number or accord- : -

ing to others seven, the last being divided into
two. They divide into two classes, (1) those
relating to God, (2) thaese relating to our
selves. The petitions relating to God come
first, as if indicating that even in prayer our
own good is to be regarded as subordinate to
God’s glory.

The petitions are introduced by the address
to God as *Our Father" who art in
ven. This idea of God as a father is not
wholly new, being hinted at in various pas-
sages of the Old Testament, and found een in
heathen writings outside the Bible altogether,

(See Acts 17: 28-29) but the emphasis on it :
was altogether characteristic of Christ’s teach- -

hea- |

ing and He for the first time made the world -

familiar with it. It brought man into the
tenderest relationship with God and yet was
used in such a way as to avoid the danger of
irreverence because of it. IHe is our Father,
but our Father in heaven.

It is likewise safe-guarded by the first
petition ‘‘hallowed be -Thy name.” This
cannot be intended as a prayer that either God
or His name should be made holy, for they are
that already, but only that they may be
treated as holy. Compare Peter’s injunction
to ‘“sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.”
(1 Peter 3: 15).

10. Thy Kingdom Come.—The King-
dom of God in the Gospels has always for its
fundamental conception the ultimate subjee-

ion of all things to God through the Messiah,
with whatever that involves. It includes the

of times by rote as a means of acquiring merit, | extension of the Church, the diffusion of true
of atoning for sin or of stimulating devotion. | religion throughout the world and through all
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socioty, also the gene.al recognition of the
Jaws of God by the nations of the world. The
adoption of the petition as our own of course
involves that we desire that kingdom to come
in our own hearts first of all. Thy will be
done, etc.—Let thy law be obeyed on earth
as perfectly as in heaven by the angels. This
is very closely allied to the preceding. Butin
view of the gross views of the Messianic King-
dom current at the time, from which the dis-
ciples were by no means free, it is not surpris-
ing that it should be put in another form so as
to emphasize the purely moral and spiritual
side of it.

1. Cive us this day.—This is the only
petition relating to parely material blessings
but it covers everything necessary. He would
not have us unduly anxious about these
things. Luxuries we may use and enjoy if He
sends them, but so long as we have a supply
for our daily wants He would have us leave
the future and all superfluity to God’s unasked
bounty. Later on, in the Sermon on the
Mount, He warns against taking anxious
thought for the morrow. (ch. 6: 34.)

12. As we also have forgiven.—Our
debts are, of course, our sins, things due but
not paid. The prayer for forgiveness is one
Jesus had no occasion to offer for himself, but
it was and is appropriate from all His disciples
at all times, for we all sin constantly in spite
even of our hest endeavors, and all too often
because we are not careful to avoid it. This
petition for pardon assumes the possibility of

. obtaining it from God if we truly desire it.

It has a condition attached toit, that we
also forgive others. Compliance with this
condition does not earn any right to it, but
proves thai we are really in earnest in desir-
ing it and in the right state of mind to receive
it.
In Luke’s report it is put a little differently:
“for we ourselves also forgive every one
that is indebted to ws.’” It there be-
contes an encouragement to believe in God’s
willingness to forgive, drawn from our own
conscious experience. God will surely be as
ready to forgive as we are.  Both ideas are in-
volved in verses 14-15 here, which follow the
prayer and are intended to be explanatory of
this petition, For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Such encouragement is needed.  One of the

Ry

great difficulties in presenting the Gospel to
awakened sinners is to get them to believe in
the readiness of God to forgive.

Nothing is said here asto the real ground on
which sins are forgiven by God, viz., the
atonement of Christ. That is fully explaired
elsewhere. Tho knowledge of it makes it
eagier for us to believe in God's willingness to
pardon sin, but if we did not know anything
about it the forgiveness would be just as free
and full, for we have no share in furnishing
the reason in any case.

13. And lead us not into tempta-
tion.—The R. V. has somewhat unfortunately
changed this into: ““ And bring us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
The meaning, however, is not essentially differ-
ent. Temptationor trial is incident to human
life, and when successfully borne develops the
highest character. But it never can be wel-
come and we naturally desire to avoid it.
This petition at least expresses the desire that
we may be spared all such experiences of trial
as would lead us into sin, and so under the
power of the evil one. As has already been
explained, the doxology which follows, though
appropriate enough in itself, does not belong to
the prayer as given by Christ..

Comprehensive as this prayer is, there are
some things omitted which we would naturally
expect to find in it. It contains no thanks-
giving, no distinet confession of sin, and no
reference to the mediation of Christ Himself,
through whom alone He tells us elsewhere our
prayers are heard. (John 14: 13.) The
absence of these elements has occasiones. per-
plexity to many. But the whole difficulty
may be removed by remembering the object
for which it was given, not as a summary of
prayer nor even as a model of all prayer in
every respect, but only as a model of brevity
and simplicity, as opposed to the vain repeti-
tions and multiplication of words in which the
Pharisees were ostentatiously disposed to
indulge.

ORIENTALISMS.

When yr pray.—In the period of the fall of
the Hebrew nation prayer became more and
more a matter of form. Daily prayer was re-
peated three times: at 9 o’clock, at 12, and at
3. People assembled in the synagogues for
prayer on Sabbath, Monday, and Thursday.
He who prayed properly was to spend nine
hours a day in prayer.




Countless are the prayers which are pre-
seribed in the Mishnafor all possible occasions.
Of these, according to the Rabbi Gamaliel, at
least eighteen were used daily. There are
prayers in connection with concerts, raius,
lightning, tempests ; at the sight of the sea,
of lakes, and of rivers ; for places where mira~
cles had been performed, where idols had been
destroyed ; prayers on receiving good news, on
using new furniture, on entering a fortified
city and on leaving one, ete.

All that was required, indeed, on such
occasions, were short prayers, shortexpressions

PRACTICAL

Verse 5. Hypocrisy was the one thing with
which Christ bad no patience and it is ever
intolerable te every honest soul.  The divorce
of religion from morality is the worst calamity
than can ever befall it. It not only proves
fatal to those making the separation, but also
brings discredit on religion. In some respects
a false religion that is honestly lived is better
than a hollow one though true as to creed.

Verse 6. Religion is fundamentally a pex-
sonal matter between the individual soul and
God. Public worship has a most important
place and conmot be safely neglected, but
secret prayer has even a more important place
in keeping the fountain of the heart right, out
of which are the issues of life.

Verse 7. There is no possible objection to
our continuing long in prayer if it be genuine,
.but formal repetitions of set words can do no
possible good.

Verse & God’s knowledge of our wants is
our guarantec that we shall receive what is best
for wus, whether we ask plrinly for it or not.
He invites our prayers not because we need to
tell Hinr but because He would have usdraw
near to Him in heart, and our wants are the
occasions that bring us. He does much for
us without asking, but He loves to be
asked.

Verse 9. Prayer is acceptable to God
either with aform or without form of words,
if it be genuine asking. On that condition,
whether our prayers include all proper petitions
or not, they serve the purpose. He will under-
stand, for He is our Father which is in
heaven. A large part of the value of priyer

of praise ; but a long prayer was regarded as
more meritorious. Prayers offered in the
synagogue were supposed to be more efficacious,
Prayer was offered up in the street at the hour
of prayer. At that hour, whoever was riding
on an ass was obliged to dismount.—Z%holuck.

Thine inner chamber.—The houses of the East
had then and still have upper chambers,
which were set apart for special purposes,
They were used as store-rooms, or for lodging
strangers, or for religious nieditations and de-
putations, or again for prayer, as frequently in
the Acts,

LESSONS.

lies in its power to maintain us in a right |

attitude towards God by making us conscious

of our dependence on Him and of His gracious |

readiness to bless His children oun the earth.
Verse 10. The coming of God’s Kingdom
is the hiope of the world. The advancing of it
ought to be the supreme care of every disciple
of Christ. For that Christ sacrificed every-
thing.
we would be like Him.

one must judge largely for himself.

We must be willing todo the same if ;
The only question is !
how we can best further it. As to that each |
Dus there |
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are certain methods which have commended & .
themselves to the judgment and conscience of :
many. These cannot wisely be overloooked or . -
declined, whatever method of our own wemay -

feel called upon to adopt in addition.

Verse 11.
physical needs and provides for them in his
model prayer, but he would notencourage ns
to ask for more than we really need or can
proxtably use. Misused wealth is one of the

Christ does not forget men’s

worst foes to piety and one of the greatest '

hindrances to the spread of true religion.
Verse 12.

The Lord’s prayer cuts the -

ground from beneath all views of self-righteous -

profectionism.
that prayeris no true disciple of Christ. He
taught them to pray for the forgiveness of
their sins. He also indicated His sense of the

One who cannot honestly use :

importance of a forgiving spirit on theirparb :
that he made it a condition of their obtaining -

forgiveness from God. See also verses 14-15.

Verse 13.
Lord. Heoften sees fit to send us trials which
test our patience, our courage, and our virtng,
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QUESTIONS

Where do wé find another version of this
prayer ? (Luke 11:2.) Where was it given ?
Note the difference between the two versions.
How do you account for them ?
i B.~Whom are we cautioned against imitat-

ing? How did they show an unworthy
motive in praying ? What reward did they
receive ? Has God declared his special aver-
sion to pride? (Prov. 16: 5; Jas, 4: 6.)
What was the usnal posture in prayer among
the Jews? (1 Sam. 1: 26; 1 King 8: 22;
Mark 11: 25; Luke 18: 11, 13.) What
other attitudes were assumed ? (1 Chr. 29:
20; Neh. 8:6; Gen. 17: 3.) Of wbat other
persons does Christ declare that they ‘‘ have
bheir reward ’ 2 (Verses 2, 16.)

6.—Why does Christ enjoin yprivacy in
prayer? Does He condemnall public prayerS
or only those that are done ‘‘to be seen of
i men” ? Give examples of silent and secret
prayer. (1Sam. 1:13;2 Kings 4: 33 ; Neh.
2:4.) When will true piety be rewarded
» openly ? (Luke 8:17 ;14 : 14.)

7.~Should our prayers be carefully con-
sidered beforehand ? (Ecc. 5: 2; Prov. 10:
19.) Does Christ forbid all repetition in
% prayer, or only attaching value to repetition
for its own sake? Give examples of * vain
repetitions 7 ? (2 Kings 18: 26 5 Acts 19 :34.)

8.—Why are we sure that God hears our
prayers ? (Verse 32; Luke 12:30; John 16:

TN
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Such trinls are sometimes necessary for our |that we may not fall into worse sin through
Indeed we frequently bring theim | them.
E upon ourselves by our own folly or our sin. | maintain the conflict against evil either within
! But wemay rightly pray to be spared them, or { or without all alone. He seeks to be in league
at least to be so strengthened under them ! with God and fight under His generalship.

The true Christian does not seek to

FOR STUDY.

9.—O0n what ground are we warranted in
calling God our ‘‘Father ?? (Rom. 8:15.)
In what sense is God the Father of all men ?
(Acts 17: 28 ; Luke 13: 21.) Why is He
called *‘ our Father which art in Heaven ?
Other references to Heaven as the glorious
palace of God. (Ps. 115 : 3 ;Dan. 4: 35 ; Ps.
11:4 ;Tsa.57:15;63:15 ;66 : 1.) What is
meant by ** hallowing 7’ God’s name ? Passages
which speak of God’s holy name. (Ps. 111:
9 ; Deut. 28: 58 ; Isa. 6: 3.

10.~When will Christ’s kingdom fully come?
(Rev. 11: 15.) How do the angels obey God ?
(Ps. 103: 20, 21 ; Dan.7: 10 ; Heb. 1: 14.)
Who has given us an example of perfect obed-
ience ? (John 5: 30; 6: 38.)

l.—Why is a moderate income better than
great riches? (Prov. 30:8, 9.) What sceurity
has the Christian against want? (John 6: 27 ;
Ps. 37: 25.)

{2.—In what parable does Christ illustrate
this petition ? (Matt. 18: 23-25.) On what
occasion did Christ speak of sins as debts?
(Luke 7: 40-48.) What is the difference
hetween ‘‘ debts >’ and ‘* trespasses’ ?

13.—Does God ever tempt one to do wrong ?
(Jas. 1: 13.) From whence does temptation
arise? (Jas. 1: 14.) How does God aid the
tempted? (John 17: 15; Rev. 3: 10; 1 Cor.
10: 13 ; 2 Peter 2: 9.)

14-15.~Read ch. 18: 21-35; Mark 11: 25,

~@y

26 ; Eph. 4: 32;Col. 3: 13.
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Primary Department.

Helps for Teachers of Little Folks, by MR, & Mrs. GrorGe H. ARCHIBALD,
Montreal, P. Q.

LESSON I1.—January 2nd, 1898.
JESUS AND,JOHN MaTT. 3° 7-17.

¢ This is My Beloved
Matt.

1. GOLDEN TEXT.
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
3: 17

II. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
TER : Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is our Saviour.

III. PRrevIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY'S
LessoN. How to please God.

IV. ReviEw: Instead of Review ques-
tions, ask a few general questions on the Life
of Christ, as a Preview.

V. Syxopsis OF LEssoN : We begin the
studies of the year, and continue them for two
Quarters in the Gespel of &t. Mathew.

We presume that for the reason that the '

Christmas lesson, just past, has been tanght in

The lesson itself, verses 7 to 17, may be pro+
perly divided into three parts.

1. John’s denunciation of the Plarisees,
and Sadducees.

2. The haptism of Jesus.

3. The voice from Heaven saying :—*‘ This
is my Beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased.”

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE
LESSON. .

Note. If there is one mistake more common

than another, among Sunday School Teachers,
it is that of trying to teach too much.

Let us keep before us, in every lesson, the
principle of ‘ definiteness.”” Have one definite,
{ central, spiritual thought for each lesson. The

many classes, the lesson committee have omit- | first step in preparation cf a lesson, should be
ted any studies in the first two chapters of the
Gospel.

choosing of this definite, central, spiritual
| thought.

As we take this lesson
we must remember that
this thought must be

rnother principle, namely
‘* adaptation.”” With these

chosen as the central
thought :—How shall we
please God ?
isfound in the Golden Text.

whom I am well pleased.

teachthechildren to-day .—
To be like Jesus.

Now, itiseasy totell the
children, that, if they

Our lesson for to-day, is taken from the 'would please God, they must be like Jesus,
third chapter, and treats of the Daptism of but this does not bring the Gospel to them.

Jesna.

John the Baptist, had heen preaching and verses 11, and 12.
He had been calling the | ,ing here is the same as in lesson IX. of this °

baphzmg in Judea.

| Commentators differ in their exegesis of
Some think, that the teach-

poople to repentance, and many from Jerusa- Qum-tcr. The separation of good and bad
lem, Juden, and all the region round about, | people. Others, with whom we agree, think

vent to hear him.  Many were baptized.
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that the purging of the threshing floor with

adapted, else, wewillbreak !

two laws in view, we have |

The answer -

In other words we want to

e AN R L

This is my BelovedSon, in
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' fire, is the burning up of sin, in the individual
heart, We must not teach the children that
% trying to belike Jesus will make them so,
T Dut rather, that if they will give up their wills,
! their hearts, their lives to Him, He will send
i the Holy Spirit of fire, to burn up the sin in
3! their hearts.
81 yye believe that this lésson cannot be taught
3 {00 often, and therefore with some additional
%, steps, suggest the teaching of a lesson over
again, very nearly, as it was suggested recently.
1. Ask the childre : what they know about
" John the Baptist.’
2. Tell what the, do not know, leading up
to the baptism of Jesus.
% 3. Asyouspeak of Jesus, draw a cross as a
%) representation of Jesus, and then  ask ques-
%' tions about His birth, childhood, etc., ete., up
& to the time of His baptism,
! 4. Tell about the baptism of Jesus, as
& taught in our lesson to-day, explaining about

the Holy Spirit descending as a dove upon
Him. Symbols must be used carefully, but
in this lesson, the symbol of o dove pinned to
the blackboard over the cross, in contradistine-
tion to the fire coming upon the disciples, will
be helpful. Now, as graphically asyoucan,
tell of the voice from Heaven, and have the
Golden Text repeated several times.

5. Tell the story of the Holy Spirit coming
upon the disciples, in the upper room. Draw
the house as suggested in the cut, with dots,
or strokes, for the one hundred and twenty
persons there.

With red chalk, show the tongues of fire.
Now teach, that the Holy Spirit did not need
to come upon Jesus as a fire, so he came upon
Him as a dove, symbolic of purity.

G. If we would please God, we must be
like Jesus, The Holy Spirit of love in cur
hearts will burn up the sin and make us like
Him.

LESSON II.—January gth, 18g8.

JESUS TEMPTED.

I. GoLpEN TExXT: “TFor in that he
Himself hath suffered being tempted, he is
able to succour them that are tempted.” Heb.
2: 18.

11. PreEvViEW THOUGHT FOR fHE QUAR-
TER : Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is our Saviour.

III. PreEVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY'S
4+ Lessox : How to overcome temptation.
IV. REVIEW:

1. Where was Jesus born ?

2. How old was he when he began to

= preach ?

3. Who baptized Him?

4. What two things happened when he

“# was baptized ?
- V. SyNuPslS OF THE LESSON :—Imme-

21 the wilderness, to be tempted.
:  The lesson may be divided into three parts,
each consisting of one of the three different
2t forms of temptation. which the evil One
brought to the Savionr,

The first special temptation consisted of an
appeal to the appetite of the man Jesus, who
had, atthis time, remained forty daysand forty

. nights without food.

MATT. 4: 1-1I1.

The second, appealed to what in man might’
be called pride.

The third, appealed to the desire for fame,
or power. Here, was fought one of the great-
est hattles in the Saviour’slife. Here, the
great enemy was met, and overthrown. Tach
onslaught of the Evil One., was parried with
the words *“‘ It is written > and turned aside
with Seripture, which is the Sword of the
Spirit. Three times does the Saviour quote
from the Old Testament, and shows his
familiarity with the Jewish Scriptures. When
Satan left Him, angels came and ministered
unto Him.

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACEING THE
LESSON @

1. Reginby a review of last lesson.

Bring out clearly—

First: Thatif we would please God, we
must be like Jesus. Thisis shown by our
Golden Text of last week. Recall it.

Second :  If we would be like Jesus we can

only be made so, by the Holy Spirit living in
our hearts, and burning up the sin.

The Holy Spirit has a sword. Here
make clear that God’s Word is the Sword of
the Spirit. Show a picture of the Bible, with

2
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* asymbol of a sword across
it, as suggested in the cut.
On this sword, have fiveor .J8
six verses written or print-
ed, ready to be read when
the proper timescome,

3. Teach the lesson
story of the day, the temp-
tation of Jesus. Draw
for each of the three temp-
tations, a picture, as sug-
gested in the cut. If pre-
ferred, use two pieces of
paper, one for the Saviour,
and one for Satan, and
move them from place to
placeas thelesson proceeds.
Show how the Saviour
turned Satan’s temptations
aside, by using the Sword of the Spirit, read-
ing from the verses written or pasted upon
the swérd, the words the Saviour used.

1t would be well to have the sword fastened
to the bible, so that the children will under-
stand that when we speak of the Sword of the
Spirit, we mean the Word of-God.

4. Now for the application. Suppose a
boy is tempred to beselfish, how will he over-
come Satan? Just like Jesus did. He must
use the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.
Here is a verse that will turn-aside the temp-
tation *‘ Beye kind to one another.”

Or, if he is tempted to be proud, he should
usc one of the Golden Texts we had last

Quarter. ‘‘Léb this mind be in you which
was alsc in the Christ Jesus.”

If he is tempted to be disobedient, again
hold up the Sword of the Spirit. ¢ Children
obey your parents.’” Thus by using God’s
word, the Sword of the Spirit, will we over-
come temptations. ’ :

5. To do this, we must, as Jesus did, know

‘God’s Word, Therefore letus learn it, love

it, and always obey it.

IESSON III.—January 16th, 18g¢8.
BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS. MATT. 4: 17-25.

“The people which
Matb. 4:

1. Gorpnex TEXT:
gat in darkness, saw great light.”’
16.

IL.
TER :

PRrREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-

Jesus Christ, God’s Son is our Saviour.

III. PreEVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY’S
Lessox: How to find the light.

IV. REVIEW:
1. Who tempted Jesus?
2. How did He overcome the temptation?

‘What was one of the temptations?
Who came and ministered unto Him?

Syyopsis: Considerable time has elapsed
in the life of our Saviour between last lesson,
a1 this one.

Ll

The first year of Christ’s life was spent
largely in seclusion. Eight months were pro-
Dbably lived in Judea, of which we have no
account whatever. The lesson {o-day, occurs
nearly a year after that of last week.

Let us always remember, that the Sermon
on the Mount wasnot spoken until & year
and a half after Christ’s baptism.

Jesus is now ready to begin His public min-

istry. His first act isto call several of liis

disciples, and in our lesson to-day, four of
them are chosen.

After this, Jesus went throughout all Gali-
lee, teaching, and preaching, and heaiing. He
was followed by great multitudes, who came
from all parts of the land, and thus began his

28



second year’s ministry,
commonly called the year
of popularity.

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS
1N TEACHING THE LESSON.

Note, — To-day’s lesson
is not an easy one to adapt -
to tiae child. If wearenot
careful, the Iaw of adapta-
tion will be broken, as well
as that of definiteness.

We must be on our B
guard, or we will try to R
teach too much, and con-
sequently, fail, in feaching
a definite, spiritual
thought.

The lesson is clearly di-
vided into two parts. Ver-
ses 18 to 23 being one part,
24 and 23 being the other.

There is a very suitable thought for the
children in the first parb of the lesson, which
might be centered in verse 19th, but in lesson
VII the same words *follow me’’ are used
under similar circumstances, and they are
there chosen for the Golden Text. It would
therefore be perhaps better to reserve this
Iesson for Lesson VII and follow more closely
for to-day, the thought of the Golden Text, as
taught in the latter-parb of the lesson.

1. Tell mesome kinds of light you know
cf? Asyousay this, makerays of light, as
suggested in the cut, candle-light, lamp-light,
gas-light, electric light, moonlight, sunlight.
Which is the ~reatest of all? What is light
for? To drive away darkness. )

2. There are two kinds of darkness. One
is the darkness of the night, the otheér is the
darkness of wrong-doing. Doing rxght, is
light ; doing wrong, is darkness.

Following these suggestions, make clear that
the darkness, or wrong-doing, or sin, is worse
than the darkness of the night.

3. Now teach the Golden Text. The peo-
ple which sat in darkness saw great light.

© ANDREW
PETER =

and verses 17, 23,

b

THE
PEOPLE. .. -
THAT SAT

4. He who does wrong, makes the world
darker. He who does right, malkes it lighter,
and brighter, and more beautiful.

5. Jesus was the only man who never did
wrong, He brought no darkness into the
world, and has made it much lighter, and
brighter, and more beautiful. Before He came
into the world, it was full of wrong doing, and
consequently full of darkness, That’s what
the Golden Text mesns.

6. Jesus called Andrew, and Peter, and
James, and John, and yod, and me, to
be * His Disciples.” Andrew and Peter and
-James, and John, saw that Jesus. was the light
.of the world, and followed Him. They told
others aboub Jesus, so should we. They left
off wrong doing, and began to do right, so
should we.

7. Where will we learn about Jesus, the
Light of the world ? In His Word, the Bible.

Note. .

- As the lesson is.taught, draw or pin to the
hoard, the cross, and before the lesson is
closed, the Bible.

If you cannot draw these hefore the child-
ren, outline them with slate or lead pencil be-
forehand, and youcan easily follow the marks,
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LESSON IV.—January 23rd, 1898.
THE BEATITUDES. MATL 5: I1-12.

I. GoupEN TEXT: ‘Ye are the Light

of the world.”” Matt. 5: 14,
II. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
TER: Jesus Christ, God’s Son is our Saviour.

III. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY'S

LEessoN: How to be happy.
IV. REVIEW: :
1. Name four of the first disciples of
Jesus.
2. "What was their occupation? '
* . 3. 'When they left their nets what did
they do?
4. How is Jesus the Light of the world ?
© V. Sywxorsis: Nearly ayear and a half of
the Savior’s ministry had been spent before He
gave the great principles, aslaid down in the
Sermon on the Mount.
The sermon was spoken probably on the
Horns of Hattin, near Capernaum, and was

addressed, not only to His apostles, but also to-

His ‘¢ disciples.”

He begins His discourse with the words
chosen for our lesson to-day, commonly called
the Beatitudes. .

We get many lessons that are “strong
meat ? but this one is ¢‘ sincere milk ?? of the
word. There are two elements of danger,
however, in this lesson,

First. The words are so familiar-that we are
apt to omit a careful study of them.

Second. There is too mugh to teach in any
one lesson. ‘‘The Beatitudes” would be
better given as aseries of supplemental lessons,
and the wise Primaxy teacher will plan, to only
begin her teaching to-day, and continue her
teaching of the Beatitudes, say, for five minutes
each Sunday, until not only the words them-
selves are memorized, but the meaning of
them made clear to the child-mind. We
must be exceedingly careful that the meaning
of these words is plain.

The second beatitude has been interpreted
by a child to read as follows:—

“Blessed are they who have dead people in
their houses.”” The Saviour’s meaning was:
¢ Blessed are they who sorrow for sin.”’

The suggestions that follow have been found
helpful in teaching the series of * Blesseds.”

1. Make out eight pieces of paper, (say

nine inches long by six

il inches wide), eight links

of a chain. Cutthem out,
and print upon each of
them the whole, or the
partof the beatitude assug-
gested in the cut. Only
 two links of the chain are
. shown in the cut, as these
two will prebably mniake
enough lesson for to-day.
But if the teachers prefer
the whole as suggested be-
low, it may be taught in:

| one day. What did the’
} Saviour mean when Hé
said * Blessed are the poor
in Spirit ?'? Asweunder-
stand it, we think He

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE meant, Blessed are those whose hearts are.

LESSON.
Note.

emptied of self.
That the meaning may be made clear let u3.

Our lesson to-day is one of great-beauty, and | make a heart with the words *‘ empty-of self
if carefully taught, may be made-very helpful | printed on it, and when the explanation is

to the children,

finished, put with the link, and so on,
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" roughout the whole chain as follows: {means how to be happy, and in these beati

: 1. Poor in Spirit Empty of self. tudes, He shows us how to be happy.
4 2. They that mourn  Sorrow forsin. 3. Jesus was emptied of self. .He.a,llowed
3 The meek Let God have his|God to have His own way with His life. He
) Wey. always wanted 1o Co vight. e was pure in

heart, and Fle was Lappy. Let uslearn to live
like the Saviour. Happy pzople are like
lighthouses. Unhappy people are like dark-

4. Hungerand Thirst Who want to do
after Righteousness right.

5. The merciful Pitiful, kind. ness.

6. The pure in heart Withoust sin. 4. Jesus says, “I am the Light of the
7. The peacemakers  Peace loving. world,”’ hut our Golden Text says to-day, that
8. Persecuted Fearless, True. WE are the light of the world. So we are, if

2. The Szviour wanted to teach His dis-| We have learned how to be happy, as taught us
iples, and to teachus, how to be blessed, that ! by our Saviour.

LESSON V.—January 3oth, 1898,
HOW TO PRAY. MATT. 6: 5-15.

I GorpEN TEXT: ‘‘Pray to Thy Father| The Saviour probably taught the Lord’s
hich is in secret.” Matt. 6: 6. prayer several times, and in different places.
II. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR- | It will be remembered, that once the disciples-
i Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is our Saviour. | came unto Him, and said Lord teach us to
HI. Preview THOUGHT FOR TODAY'S |pzny, s John taught his disciples. But in the

2l
-

ESSOX : How to pray. present instance, He taught it during the Ser-
IV. REvIEW : mon o2 the Mount.
1. Who spoke the beatitudes ? In the opening verses he refers to the untrue
2. Where were they spoken,and to whom ? | prayer of the Pharisee. e enjoins secret
3. What is the meaning of blessed ? prayer, rebukes vainrepetitions, and gives usin
4. Repeat the Beatitudes. the Lord’s Prayer, a pattern for us to follow.

V. ' SYNOPSIS OF LESSON : Our to-day’s les-| VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE
n is a continuation of the teaching of the | Lrsson.
rmon on the Mount. Note.

There are few subjects
more difficult to teach than
that of prayer espeically in
the case of children.

It is difficult to teach be-
cause we know experi-
mentally so little of its
value,

Mark 11: 24 in the Re-
vised seems tc show the
two sides of prayer.

1. Communion with God.

2. Petition.

The words used - are
“Whatsoever we pray and
ask for.”” As we teach
this lesson, let wus keep
these two distinctions
clearly in mind, else there
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will be confusion, both in our study, and our
teaching.
The Golden Text would lead us into em-
phasizing the idea of communion, for this lesson.

Our aim should be, to get the children used to
talking to God in secret. God’s word abiding
in us, is just as much prayer, as our abiding
in God. The promise is *‘if ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what-
ever you will, and it shall be done unto you.™

Therefore let us teach, that when we read
our Bibles, God talks to us, and when we pray,
we should get near to Him, just as we would
toan earthly father. “Prayer is the tuning of
two strings.”

1. Have printed on the blackboard before
the class assembles the following:—

‘*To sy my prayers, is not to pray,
Unless I mean the words I say,
Unless I think to whom I speak,
Anc with my heart His favors seek.”

2. Take it up line by line.

As an illustration of lines one and two, tell
the story of the pharisee’s prayer. If this
story is not known by the children, it will not be
s0 helpful, as some simpler illustration, from

3. As an additional illustration_for line t;-
tell of the little girl who made up her mi
that she would not say anything in }.§
prayer that she really did not mean, and
day got up from her knees without saying ay
thing to God.

4. Keeping line three in mind, have
children repeat, either audibly or pethug
silently, the Lord’s Prayer, asking thcfi
beforehand, to think only of God, and t'J§
prayer. At the close, teach the meaning 4
praying to our Father in secret. }

5. Keeping line four inmind, teach
children the Golden Text.

Our Father knows our hearts, He knowf
whether there is love in them to Him, orni§
Therefore when we pray let us think of Hi.j§
and seek His favor.

Note. 2

The Lord’s Prayer should be taught, pof
haps as a supplemental lesson, so that thyg
meaning of each part of it, is understood Iy
the children. There are many phrases,
thoughts in it, that are not understood by i
children, and another method of teaching th
lesson might be, the explaining the meaning

home or chureh, that will touch the child life.

this prayer.
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