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REVIEW OF THE YEAR.

The year 1870 has closed, and all ack-
nowledge that it has been eventful. It was
ushered in by a week of prayer very exten-
sively observed. It was noticeable how
prayer generally for the advancement of
the Kingdom of Christ, connected itself
specially with earnest petitions for the
confusion of the plans of men assembled
to consult how they might best hinder the
progress of Biblical truth and human free-
dom.

The weck of prayer to an unasual ex-
tent was tinged with a feeling of anxious
regard for the safety and progress of Pro-
testant trath and interests.

For this anxiety and for these special
prayers there was a cause. A great gather-
ing of the dignitaries of the Church of
Rome had alveady taken place. We had
been duly informed of the grand opening,
of the impressive appearance of more than

a thousand ecclesinstical Princes (for so
they were regarded), and of the.presence
of 90,000 persons in St. Peter’s. We had
been forewarned by the Syllatus which had
placed under.a common ban the vilest
forms of -atheiem and the noblest fraits of

spiritual thought. The Schemate had been
submitted, condemnatory . of Protestant
truth and. free .goyespment,. and the dgcla-
aation of Infalhblluy (a8 ant;cxpated Ic
was anupnnqed yith, authority that, the
Session would be s h'prg, and;it, wag expect~
ed that in a few wmk,g 4the Popg;would be
dcclargd xnfalhble? Sivil, goyeg;q:ents Te-
dnced. to; their proper, positiop: pf sanec~

ton to, canon la\v,, ;he peatxlgnz Jerxara of

4

modern society condemned, and the march
of Protestantism and freedom arrested.
‘What has the year revealed 2 It has at
least shown tha: what was intended to be
a demonstration of strength has been an

exhibition of weakness, and that what was

designed to be an imposing show of anity
has proved in fact a display of hopeless
division and strife. The concerted mea-
sures were indeed carried, bat not mthouc
such & use of craft, falsehood, and’ spmt-
ual terror in over-awing and over-nd'ng
the mijnority as must yet ensure a terrible .
reaction. And so by a majority vote, an
Italian priest has been proclaimed amidst
storm and tempest, thunder and lightning,
alternating with the cannon of St. Angelo,
INFALLIBLE, §0 that “he as God sxtteth
in the temple of God showing hzmself tbaz
he is God.” ;
Though sentence against an'evxi “oxk
is not, in the ordinary coursq of‘l’row-
dence, executed speedily, yet | in the present
case the thunders of war quxckly followed ;
the French troops are as 8 conseguence
withdrawn, from,,,lgome, ,and thg -Italian
army is quickly at its gates. The Pop,e at
least is not gmmipotent, and V‘cto’r Ema—
nuel’s army now holds the. Etemsg Cxty,
thh .the ng s agology m Jth holy quher
for, t,he occupanon, thatif he dxq not gqggass
Sthe city the!peqple of- Rpme wogl,q es(ab-
hsh 3 Repnbhc over !153 head mtr}o%q Any
of tbe gugrds ,i});' bns pronecnop (ﬂmg} fyeb
dom wlnch heipaw{ qnjoy& aramaon
,How qmckly hes the God. l}b‘qg
was )pubhyly'msulted (;asy tq, the g[ouqd
the mpans c!gun o, mfalhblk;y Hor
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ceven while the Pope was declaring ex cath-
edra that the temporal power was neces-
sary in the Divine plan, to the execution
of tho spiritual duties of the Vicar of
Christ, God by the hand of Providence
wrote on the walls of his city, Mene Te-
kel, weighed, found wanting, numbered,
finished! Could there be a more divect
blow to Infallibility 2 In a few days after
the dogma was declared, the sceptre which
he pronounced necessary to the full exer-
cise of his spiritual functions had passed
away. The temperal power vanished.

The past year has scen another step in |
the progress of Protestant nations and
races to the chief power.

At the commencement of the year, if
the British power in Europe were placed
first, the French would have stood second.
Atits close it may be a question which
should stand first, but if the British Em-
pire were placed there, itis certain that a
united Germany occupying the heart of
Earope must come next. France is paral-
yzed : and though we do not rejoice in her
day of trouble, we cannot close our eyes
and refuse to see that it is manifestly the
will of Providence that Protestant nations
with their open Bible and free Institutions
should lead the van of modern civilization.
On our own continent we see something of
the same kind ; and if we look to the Anti-
podes we see a new power in Australia
growing with immense rapidity, which is
Christian and Protestant to the core. But
we do not enlarge on the general subject,
. wishing merely to notice the singular chain
of events in Europe, which during the past
year has culminated in the depression of
one of the main props of the Papacy, and
in the elevation of the Protestant element.

In the Lower Provinces in which our
Record circulates, with a large share of
general prosperity in agricalture, the fish-
eries and commerce, for which we shounld
be profoundly thankful, we have also en-
joyed signs of another kind of prosperity
which is more precious still. Some of our
congregations have had times of refreshing
and- of ingathering. Our Home Misasion-
arics have been, we regret to say, few, but

the Iabours of those employed have cer-

tainly been owned of God. The ranks of
our ministers have been thinned by death,
and the call to those in life loud to work
while it is day.

From the forcign field we have received
the startling news of Mr. McNair’s death.
Our present number contains the fullest
particulars written by his devoted wife.
His life and character have been so fully
stated by Mr. Neilson and Dr. Geddie that
nothing remains to be supplemented. We
have met with another great loss, and in
this day of adversity are called to consider
the aspects of Providence. In reviewing
the year we should review our spirit and
our whole course and mode of procedure
on the subject of Missions. We know
that some are discouraged, and consider
that under the Lord’s rebuke it may be
duty to turn our cnergics and funds in some
other direction. By all means let the sub-
ject be examined, weigheg, and, if need be,
discussed, but if all wission stations had
been abandoned in the day of trial, there
would be few open to-day in any part of
the world. On this principle the Micmac
mission must cease, the Kankakee mission
must be closed, and Erromanga must cer-
tainly be given over to Satan. But God’s
people are not prepared to entertain such
proposals.

Rather let us get rid of our pride and
self-sufficiency ; let usgetdown to the dust,
and on our knees entreat the Lord to guide
us how to choose Missionaries, and how
to sustain them when sent forth, how to
conduct the Mission, and how to win souls
so as to secure to Him all the glory.

We have something for which to give
thanks. Our departed brother died at his
post, breathing forth no regrets that he had
preached Christ to heathen, A young
Brother has offered himself to go imme-
diately to fill up the blank, others have
volunteered so soon a8 they can be pre-
pared. While, then, the Lord has sent
forth one to Trinidad, His Spirit has been
moving in the hearts of others;'so that we
have good reason to trust that He will
carry on His own work, "and will not des-
pise or reject out agency. Save now, we
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beseech thee, O Tord; we bescech Thee
send now prosperity !

While the yeaw closes so peacefully as
respects the British Empire and our whole
American continent, we should sympathize
deeply with that gallant but misguided
people, whose lands are trodden and deso-
lated by the feet of invading armies, and
we may well vemember that the miseries of
the Germans ave socond only to those of
the French. We may at the same time
give thanks for the ministeries of mercy
and love which have avisen wherever the
demon of war has extended his cruelties.
The red cross is the badge of thousands
from our noble fatherland as well as from
Germany aad France, men and women
who have given themselves to the work of
attending the sufferings of the wounded
and supplying the wants of the sick.
Funds are supplied without stint, Hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds sterling have
been freely sent over to the Continent to
provide the comforts dispensed by these
angels of mercy; and the spirit-of scif-deni-
al, and of Christian love thus called forth
as one of the redeeming features of the
otherwise terrible conflict.

Presbyterianism has shewn more than
its wonted vitality during the past year.
In the United States the unien of the Old
and New Schools has nobly stood the test
of its first and most trying year. Parties
who once were rivals, have vied with each
other in manifestations of gencrous confi-
denco and brotherly love. Marked pro-
gress has already been made in raising the
Five Million Thank-oﬂ‘ermg, Home Mis-
sions; Foreign Missions; Colportage;
Theological education, in short, all the ev-
angelistic enterprizes of the church, have
felt the happy influence of the union. In
England the Presbyterians have been
working with the utmost energy, cxtending
the inflidence of a pure evangelical system
in places that have long lain under the
blight of 2 prond but dead erastianism or &
galvanized sacerdo;ahsm There is a pro,
spect of an early union of the branches of
the Presbyterian family in England. Espe-
cially granfymg to all Presbyterians must
be the vigour, the wisdom, the zeal meni-

fested during a year of peculiar trial by our
sister church in Ireland. Ministers and
people have risen with equal spirit'to meet
a great emergency. The withdrawal of the
Regium Donum bids fair to prove the ocea-
sion of a new cra of self-sacrifice and earn-
est united work. In Scotland there has
been much to interest the thoughtful
otserver. The proposed union between
the nen-established churches has met the
approval of nearly all the United Presby-
terians and Covenanters, bat it has met the
mast earnest opposition of an influential
minority in the Free Churgh. ¢ Patronage”
has been denounced by a large majority of
the Established Church Assembly.—The
missionary and evangelic efforts of the
Scottish churches were never more vigor
ously prosecuted.

Looking nearer home, we maust not for-
get to note the promising ocutlook there is
for union among the Presbyterians of these
Provinces. Union Committeés met in
Montreal; and the most sanguine could
not hope for brighter results. We know
not what a year or even a day may bring
forth; but we believe and know that the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus must be ad-
vanced, until all lands are brought under
His sway. Be it ours, while spared from
year to year, to do all in our power to .
hasten that blessed time.

)

STATISTICS.

In a few days the blanks for the Statistj-
cal Returns for 1870 will be in the hands
of all our Sessions. These blanks should
be filled up without delay and sent to the
Clerks of Presbyteries.” The Synod of 1869
directed the Committee on Statistics to .
have the table for that year published in
the Record for June, 187¢. This, the Com-.
mittee tried to do, but they found it utterly
impossible, as Sessions failed to send in
their retarns in time to the Clerks_of Pres.
bywnes, angd the Clerks could not. forvward
‘them to the Committee. 'This was s seri-
ous dxaap})omtment "The matler was
brought before the Syuod and explanations
wero offered ; but it was clear’ that ?hete .
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was culpable negligence in some Presby-
teries.

The past cannot he helped ; but wo must
be careful to attend to the injunction of
Synod this year. The Committee has no
choice but to publish the Returns in the
June Record however imperfect they may
be. This is the command of Synod aund it
must be obeyed.

It is much casier to fill in the Returns at
once and forward them to the proper quar-
ter, than to live under the sense of a duty
left undone. The Statistics now required
are those belonking to the twelve months,
ending on or before the 31st Dec, 1870.

It is much tobe regretted that our Synod
has never yet been able to publish 2 com-
plete Statistical Return of our congre-
gations. Usually five or six congre-
gations—sometimes ten or twelve—are
wanting. This surely should not be so.
The injunction of the Synod should be
promptly observed. To fill up the Re-
turns involves but very little trouble. It
is due to the whole Church to have the
fullest information Iaid before her of the
position and work of her congregations.
The Synod wouldnot, without good reason,
ask for the Statistics ; and surely as Presby-
‘terians and as Christians w2 are all bound
to obey those who are over us. 'We hope
that the Table to be printed in the June
Record will be unprecedentedly complete,
and that no congregation will be conspicu
ous on account of the l'ﬂauks opposite its
aame,

Yo
WHAT HAVE YOU DONEP

We have referred to"the statistics for
1870—how anxious the Synod is to have
them published, complete, in the June
number of the Record. These Statistics
will suggest to all who study them, ‘the
amount of work that has been done for the
Releemer’s Kingdom by our congregaiions
during the year. Reader: how much have
you done to advance the cause of Christ in
your ¢ own oongreganon ? How much have
you ngen t0 aid wenk congreganons, and
tosustam snd éxtend onr Home Mission
work 2" How much have yén contribinted

to sustain our Colleges? Ifow much have
you devoted to the Foreign Mission?
Each of us must ask nnd answer thesc
questions for himself. The register of last
year is closed. We can not add to the
good deeds, or deduct from the bad deeds,
that have marked its hours. God has
eealed in His own keeping the record of
the past,—never to be unfolded until the
last day. But we have now entered on a
new year with its burdens and cares. Its
hours are before us to be laden with the
blessings of beneficence, or with the curse
of barrenness. We have yet to make the
Statistics of 1871. Let us see that the rec-
ord of thefuture shall be brighter and better
than that of the past. Let duty be per-
formed with alacrity; and let the inquiry
be frequent, ““Lord what wilt Thou have
me to do?”’ Our own Church Schemes
require constant attention and the exercise
of ever-increasing liberality ; but we must
not confine our views to our own charch :
it is a privilege and a pleasuce to aid, as
oceasion may offer, all who love the Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity. When the Sta.
tistics of 1871 shall be published—shall be
completed—how shall we stand? What
account of our stewardship can we give to
Him who searches the heart and to whom
all deeds are known and cver memorable ?
e
THE * DAYSPRING."
TO OUR SABBATH SCHOOLE AND CHIL-

DREN:

Dear Young Friends,—Your Dayspring
Cards are this year a little later than usual
in reaching you. We delayed sending them,
to avoid all interference with collections for
the Supplementing Scheme, whijch is in-
tended to help the weaker. congrcgatlons in
suppomng their ministers. Bat we cannos
wait any "longer. The Dayspring money
has been borrowed i ih part from the Board
of Forelgn M)ssxons and sent away, and the
Board wnll need all :ts loaned money to use
in pa) ing xts stsxommes on the first weok
of January .

The Board of Foi-exgn ‘Missions are
pleased aid thankfiil that for sevéral - yeats
yon ‘have d’one &1l tha¢ they expected or de-
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sired, in supporting the Dayspring, and that
you have given cheerfully and promptly.
That you know is the way in which the an-
gels in heaven,and angels on the earth too,—
little messengers as well as great ones—do
the will of God. They serve with gladness
and with a loving readiness, and so we
doubt not that as you have heard of those
words of the Lord Je us “ It is more blessed
to give than to reccive,” you have also felt
their truth.  Now we ask you this year to
do your work heartily as unto the Lord,

and to let us hear from you soon after the
New Year.

Perhaps some of the smaler children
need to be told or reminded, that therc are
a good many mission vessels now floating,
and that they are all owned and upheld by
children. Dr. Geddie saw three riding at
anchor together, hike three sisters, in Sydney
harbour the last time he was there. The
John Williams was there, built by the money
of English children for the London Mis-
sionary Society. The Jokn Wesley was
there, and she was owned by Wesleyan
children in Englaud. Our Daysrrixe
was there, and as you know she is chiefly
owned in, and draws her support from, gif-
ferent Colonies of Great Britain ; and the
little children of the Maritime Provinces do
their chare as cordially as any. In the
DarsprinNg you have abond of union with
little Australians and New Zealanders, as
well as Scottish children whom you have
never scen and may never sce on earth.
These three vessels visit every year a great
many islands in the Samoas, Friendly and
Society groups, as well as the Fijis, the
New Hebrides and Loyalty islands, carrying
missionaries to some, native teachers to
others, and & message of peace to all. A
few years ago there were two others, one
called the Southern Chross, sailed by Bishop
Selwyn and and afterwards by Bishop
Pattison, and the other the Jiforning Star,
under the direction of tne American Board
of Commissioners of Foreign Missions.
Both of these were lost, but the former has
probably been replaced, and the blank lefs
by the loss of the second will soon be filled
up. Fora fow years the American Board
paused, to try if they conld do as well by

bicing other vessels. The result.of the
trial is an appeal to the children to collect
ten thousand dollars on the second Sabbath
of January to build another Morning Star.

We have pleasure also in telling Jou that
there was a church schooner catled the
Star, built last year in Mahone Bay, Nova
Scotin, in which the Bishop of Newfound-
land visits the shores of the old Colony,
and of the Labrador seldom cheered by the
footprints of the messengers of peace. Last
summer she proved herself a good sailing
craft.  The Dayspring has sailed for another
year without the loss of sailor, passenger
or property, although on her outward trip
to the New Hebrides, she was loaded down
not only beyond comfort and sailing trim,
but beyond safety. She has since made
several voyages taking Messrs. Goodwill
and Milne to Esperito Santo, and you may
in six weeks or two months expect to hear
of her arrival in Melbourne with Dr.
Geddie and family.

In looking back we feel thaukful, aand
trust that you will give thanks to God for
all His goodness to all who have sailed in
her. We look forward with hope to her
continued employment in mission work.
We are sorry indeed that she will carry no
missionary from these Provinces in return-

ing to the New Hebrides, but we hope she

may rarry two on her next voyage.

For our share of her support (81250 a
year) we look to you. You have already
provided the half but we want $300 as
quickly as possible after the New Year
We wish you all to give something, and to
feel that you arve giving to the Lord; and
we ask you to follow your gifts with prayer
that the Lord may accept and use them for
His glory. Pray also that He may send
the Holy Spirit on the Mariners, the Pas-
sengers, the Missionaries and the people, so
that the Isles may wait for His Law.

P. G: McGREGOR, Sec’y. B. F. M.
Halifaz, Dec. 15th, 1870.

Nem s o
'AGED AND INFIRM_MINISTERS' FUND.

In,another part of this. ‘number will be
Eopnd the Report of .the Committee. of°
Synod on an Aged and Infirm Mmuters
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Fund. In accordance with the recom-
mendations of the Report the Synod have
instructed the Committee to prosecute dili-
gently during the present year, the work |
of obtaining subscriptions among the min-
isters and members of the Church, and
collections in our congregations. The
Committee met lately, when it was resolved '
that the members of Committee shounld be

agents in their respective Presbyteries to

take charge of the business; that those

Presbyteries which have not taken sub-

scriptions among their members, be request- .
ed to do so, and give their countenance

and support to the agents in taking up

subscriptions and collections within their

bounds. These agents are in the Halifax

Presbytery, Rev. Messrs. McKnight and

Annaad, with whom is associated the

Agent of the Church, in the Traro Pres-

bytery, Rev. J. H. Chase; in the Pictcn

Presbytery the Convener and Rev. Messrs.

Ross and Roddick ; in the Tatamagonche

Presbytery, Rev. H. B. McKay; in . E.

Island Presbytery, Rev. Isaac Murray.

Those Presbyteries in which no members

of the Committee reside, arc requested to

take action themselves, and make such

appointments as they may judge best fitted

to carry out the object.

It is proposed that, besides taking sub:
scriptions from ministers, the agents should
solicit sul)sériptions from as many of the
wealthier and more liberal members of the

.-congregations as they can visit, and obtain
.such other contributions as they can by
< means of congregational collections. The
« Committee hope that it is unnecessary to
<make any lengthened appeal on the sub-
1ject. They would only commend to the
members of our congregations, especially
. those whom God has blessed with abund-
arcg, the words of Sir Francis Crossly,
who .recently, in addition to a gift of
-£20,000 stg. to the London Missionary
. Society, and to ‘o donation of £10,000 as
tho.basis of a fund for the widows of Con-
.gregational ministers, presented £10,000
t0' the, Pastors” Retiring Fund, ccompa-
: nj*ing:it.wit{;" the following kindly expres-
sions<-¢In making this donntion to a

! the life to come.

Society.which contemplates help for minis-

ters who retire from age or infirmity, I
desire in this way to acknowledge the
goodness of that God to whom Iowe both
the blessings of this life, and the hope of
Tt has not always been
sufficiently considered by us, who have
had the privilege of intelligent Christian
instruction from Sabbath to Sabbath, and
of comfort in our times of weakness and
sorrow, that those who have been thus
helpful to us have renounced more lucra-
tive paths, which lay cqually open to them
and to us, and that in by far the majority
of instances, it has been impossible for
them to provide against a season of pro-
longed sickness or of old age. It surely
cannot be right, that those to whom we
and our families owe so mucl, sheuld be
left without pity; when they have rendered
us all the service in their pewer, to drag
out their last years in straits and misery.
To avert, in some degree, this vnhappy
condition ef things, it is with a pleasure,.
which I cannot express, that I beg the
treasurer to acCept this eontribution.”
May the members of our Church be con-
strained by the same spirit, according to
their ability, to go and do likewise.

REPORT

Of the Commitice on the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund, 1870.

The Committee on the Aged and Infirre
Ministers’ Fund beg leave to report, that
in conscquence of the members of Com-
mittec being widely scattered, they were
not able to meet in regular form, butat
the time of the meeting of the Couvention
of Young Men’s Christian Associations at
Pictou in October last, . Conference was
held of the members then assembled, when
it was agreed by those present, to write to
the various Presbyteries of the Church,
requesting them to take action on the Reso-
lutions of Synod of last year, as to taking
subscriptions among ministers and mem-
bers of the Church ~ The appeal has been
responded to by ouly three Presbyteries,
which took subscriptions among their min-
isterial brethren as follows :—

* Pietotteueeiiinniin . <8360
Halifax. about........ 300
Tatamagouche, ........ 72

. 8732.
For various reasons, the Committee were-
obliged to defer taking action to receive
subscriptions and collections among the-
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members of the Chureh, but recommend
that authority be given to the Commiztee
to take measures during the present season
for this end, as well as to complete the sub-
seription list awmong ministers, so as to
have the fund estabhished on a satisfactory
footing.

The Synod authorized the Committee to
tnke measures to provide for the case of
any ministers whose circumstances might
call for immediate action. Their attention
was directed to the case of one brother,
who had retired from the active duties of
the ministry, and who was then in failing
health, the Rev, James Wadd " The case
requiring immediate action, a I the Com-
mittee not heing able to meet, it was agreed
by correspondence among the members, to
pay him the sum of $81. This was ac-
cordingly done, and the Committee rejoice
to be able to say, that the grant was most
acceptable, both as affording important
assistance, and as an expression of the
interest which the brethren felt in tle con-
dition of a brother, then, after long serv-
ice, on the verge of the cternal world.

The Committee have received some re-
ports fromn Presbyteries, on thie proposed
rules for the management of the fund, but
not so full as to cnable them to*submit to
Synod the views of the whole Church on
the subject.

All which is respectfully submitted.

GEORGE PATTERSON,
Convener.

g X R e ———

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ WIDOWS' AND
ORPHANS' FUND.

Report of the Trustees for 1870.

It is with mingled feelings that the Trus-
tees of the Presbyterian Ministers’ Wid-
ows’ and Orphans’ Fund present their
Annual Report—of sadness, as they have
to report the removal by death of heloved
brethren, some of them in the midst of
their years, and as they remember the
bereaved hearts which have, during the
past year, been called to mourn the loss of
heloved husbands and fathers—and yet of
satisfaction, that through the institition of
this scheme, provision has been made for
the comiort of those left behind, who would
have otherwise been left in circumstances
painful to contemplate. Forsome ime this
Synod enjoyed a remarkable excemption
from death. For some years after the
anion in 1860, not onc of its ministerial
members _was called ta finish his ecarthly
course. For six years after this scheme
came into existence, only two deaths oc-
curred among our ministers, only one of
whom left awidow. The Committee Lad

felt that this state of things cuuld noglong
continue, and during the past year the Pro-
vidence of God has been loudly warning
us that the priests are uot sutfered to con-
tinue by reason of death. Of those on
the Fund, three have been removed during
the past year, the Rev. Donald Morrison,
on the 23rd October last, the Rev. James
Waddell on the , and the
Rev. Allan I'raser on the April. By
the departure of these beloved brethren,
three widows and eight orphuus have been
thrown upon the Fand, making a total of
four widows and eight orphans now enti-
tled to receive support from it.  Of these,
one widow received the full yearly annuity
of $120, and onc widow &nd one orphan
received the half-yearly annuity, payable
on the first January last. The rest have
as yet received nothing, but will commence
o receive their half-yearly annuities from
the first July. The whole amount hence-
forward payable annually from the fund is
$590, as follows :—
Three wido‘ws. at $120 each. ... .3360
.

Que at€ 90 ¢ ..., 90
Four orphans, at$ 20 * ..... 80
Four “ atS 156 * ..... 60

590

This rapid increase in the claims upon
the Fund shows the importance of the
scheme, and at the same time 1llustrates
the necessity there was of laying it on a
good foundation, and guarding it well. In
drawing up our rules, we made our terms
as liberal as was thought coasistent with
safety.  On comparison with other instite-
tious, the advantages offered will be found
as large in proportion to the sums paid as
in any that we know of, or perhaps larger.
Lo many of our brethren, the terms ap-
peared sv high aud our rules so rigid, as to
have deterred & number of .brethren from
joining, whomn we much desired 10 sec upon
the fund. And as God spared the lives of
our ministers so remarkably, it scemed to
many that we were accumulating funds
unnecessarily.  But the events of the past
year have shown the necessity as well as
the wisdom of the course adopted. We
already sce the largeness of the demands
that will henceforward be made upon our.
funds, and it cannot be very long until
they are increased. Unless our scheme
had been on such a basis as would have-
produced an accumulation of funds during
the first years of its existence, it would be -
impossible to meet the claims that will cer-
tainly in the course of nature be inade
upon it. In order to the success of such a
scheme, 2 first requisite is safety. It must
be able to give sccurity to those who may
contribute that all its obligations will be
fulfilled, even if at some future time those
who may come after us should not join.
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the scheme or others cease to contribute.
The Trustees are happy to be able to
express their decided convictions, that not-
withstanding the new burdens thrown upon
the scheme, it is in a safe and satisfactory
position.

At the date of our last Report, tlfe
amount in fund and invested sas $10,680.
The receipts during the past year have
been as follows :—Members® dues, 81205 ;
Interest and Dividends, £682.22; Dona-
tions, $26.65 ; Fincs, 338.37. Tot. receipts,
$1952.74, from which has to be deducted
the sum of $190 paid gs annuities, leaving
the sum of S1762.74 to the credit of the
Fund for the year, which added to the
amount in Fund at the date of our last,
Report, makes the whole sum at the credit
of the Fund 812,442.74.

In conclusion, the Committee would
remark, that the events of the past year
present to the younger members of Synod,
who have not yet availed themselves of the
advantages of this Fund, a loud call to do
so while they have the opportunity. The
words of our beloved brother, the Rev.
Allan Fraser, convey a solemn lesson.
Conversing with a  ministerial brother
shortly before his death, he said that no
one would imagine the amount of satisfac-
tion which his connexion with this scheme
afforded him at that time. When he joined
the fund he thought that he was throwing
money away, as he fuily expected that he
would survive his wife, but that now he
would not have grudged twice the amount,
for the case and comfort of mind he en-
joyed in the knowledge thatsuch a provi-
sion had been made for the comfort of
those whom he was about to leave,

Al which is respectfully submitted.

GeORGE PATTERSON,
Secretary.

e S
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SYSTEMATIG GIVING.

To Tue OFFice-Beirers, MEMBERS |
AND ADHERENTS OF THE PRESBYTER- |
1ax CHurcit or THE LowER Provix-
CES:

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—

At the recent meeting of Synod in Char-
lottetown, the following resolutions were
adopted :—

I. That the Synod recommend all the
ofiice-hearers, members and adherents of
our Church, in subjection 0 the command
of the Lord Jesus, to adopt the practice of
weckly storing, in proportion to means and
income, so that in very deed, as well as in
word, they may do homage to the God of
Providence, testify most emphatically their
gratitude and love to the God of all Grace,
and have, at all times, that wherewith they |

may meet and discharge the claims upon
them, of religion and benevolence.

II. That the Synod recommend to Ses-
sions the immediatc formation of Con-
grecational Associations, for the purpose
of disseminating a knowiedge of the princi-
ples and practice involved in the Apostolic
method of Christian Beneficence, with the
view to the ultimate adoption of that

: method by congregations for sccuring all

the funds required by the Church.

III. That the Synod, believing that
the generally received standard of Chris-
tien Beneficence is far too low, enjoins her
ministers to endeavour earnestly to elevate
it by faithful Scriptural teaching on the
subject.

IV. That the Committec on Systematic
Beneficence be authorized to issuc a Circu-
Jar, to be read to all our congregations,
indicating the claims of God upon our
property, and stating, as well as enforcing,
the recommendations adopted by Synod.

V. That the Committee be instructed to
ascertain from Sessions what progress shall
have been made in the premises, so that
they may report the same to next meeting
ot Synod. .

Availing ourselves of the authority con-
furred on us, wé embrace an carly oppor-
tunity of addressing you bhriefly upon the
decply important subject committed to our
charge. That God /as claims upon the
property of every man, is admitted by all
Christians. Indeed no one can deny it
without ignoring all such declarations as
these :—* T'he earth is the Lord’s, and the
fuluess thercof ”  +¢The beasts of the forest
are ming, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills.” ¢ The gold is mine, and the silver
is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts.”  As the
Creator and Preserver, He is its Lord.
Accordingly, He disposes of His substance
as it pleases Him. To onc man He assigns
more : to another, less; to each according
to his ability, bul to all as STEWARDS.  As
the Great and Sole Proprietor, He Him-
self lays down rul.s for its use, and inti-
mates to all men that he will demand a
strict account.  He requires every man to
provide for his own, and cspecially for
those of his own houschold ; from which it
may fairly be inferred, that a considerable
portion of the property with which he has
entrusted us may be lawfully used to pro-
vide food and raiment, the necessaries and
comforts of life for ourselves and familics.
Buat desirable, uscful, important, and cven
necessary as these things ave.  IHe has
absolutely prohibited us from spending owm
all on them. The hungry require food ;
the naked, clothing; and the distressed,
relief. - Churches mast be built, ordinances
maintained, and missionarics sent to every
land. Theso things involve an expense
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which can be defrayed only by the gencrous
contributions of a saved and loving people.

But just hear the question presses for
solution: How can the immense sums
required to meet all these demands be vea-
lized?  Obviously, present methods are
unequal to the task; for, after a trinl of
hundreds of years, it is thought that not
more than one-twelfth of the human family
have been brought under the power of the
gospel.  Only, we believe, by the universal
adoption of the practice enjoined by the
Apostle,—* On the first day of the week
let every one of you lay bysHim in store,
as God has prospered him,”—will the
Treasury of the Lord be filled.

Our Synod has expressed a decided
conviction that thisis the only system of
Church finance, for the present dispensa-
tion, which can claim the sanction ot Scrip-
ture. Accovdingly, a recommmendation has
heen issued to all the office-bearers, mem-
bers, and adherents of the Church, to adopt
it. You will notice that the Synod bases
this recommendation upon the command
of the Lord Jesus. Now, that this precept
was a command to the Corinthians, is sclf-
evident. The context, however, implics
that it reached beyond them. < As I have
given order to the Churches of Galatia, so
do ve.” DBut we have not yet reached the
limits of the scope of this injunction. The
epistle which cohtains it is addressed “ to
the Church of God which is at Corinth ;”
but also to “all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The proof, then, that the command to
which the Synod refers is binding upon all
who call themselves Christians, is complete.
Nor does it require much study to convince
anyoune open to conviction that this inspir-
ed rale is as replete with wisdom as autho-
rity. In ordaining that Christians shonld
present their offerings 10 God on the first
day of every week, the Most High wonld
train His people to system in Ilis service.
In fixing upon the Sabhath, the day set
apart for sacred worship, as the most fit-
ting time for making our appropriations.
e would teach us that Christian giving is
worship, and that to meet with scecprance
offerings of substance, just like our prayers
amd  praises, must be the outcome and
wanifestation of gratitude and love. In
requiring “ EvERY ONE” 0 lay by him in
store, e impresses the obligation of com-
plete amiversality. By the intimation that
each is 1o lay by him in store, “as Gon
HATH I'ROSPERED RIN,” He furnishes an
admiralle standard by which we ought to
vegulate the amount of our contributions.
In a woud, system, devotion, universality,
:ind. proportion, as the very clement of all
Seriptural beneficence, ave here coshrined
for the Church forever.

Bretlnen, we would turn your attention

! Iy-neglected dusy.

to this sadly-neglected precept. We ask
you to think of it ; to meditate upon itlong
and attentively ; to ponder it as an isolated
text; and to study it under the light of
other Scriptures ; luminous tirough it is, as
it stands out by itself, vet, when the scat-
tered rays of Scripture light are concen-
trated upon it as their focus, it gleams with
a brilliancy which, in these days of weak
vision as to the claims of God, is almost
dazzling.

We beseech you, by the mercies of God,
to put a generous construction upon the
preseribed” measure, ““ As God hath pros-
pered you.” Bear with us while we en-
Treat you to summon gratitude and love to
your counsel, and to dismiss sternly the
sxromptings of an icy, selfish, covetousness.

Remember that the Patriarchs, under the
darkest of all the dispensations, freely
devoted a tenth to God,—and that the very
minimum of the offerings required from the
Jews was one-fifth. Forget not that, while
the Jew had to maintain a national religion
mercely, the Christian has to propagate the
gospel throughout the whole world. Keep
in mind that our privileges are-mighily
enhanced. The Jew had the type; we
have the amitype. He grasped at the
shadow ; we hold fast the substance. He
had the truths of prophecy ; we have the
facts of history. He experienced the plea-
sures of hope; we delight in the joys of
fruition.

Let not the lessons of devotion taught
by primitive Christians be lost upon you.
Remember the poor widow with two mites ;
Mary, with her alabaster box of precious
ointment; and the poor Macedonians, who,
in a great trial of aoffliction, cansed the
abundance of their jey and their deep
poverty to abound unto the riches of their
liberality. By your regard to the authority
of God; by your love to the Blessed
Saviour; by your desire to cscape the
charge of grieving the Holy Spirit; by
vour ycarning for the salvation of your
fellow-men ; we entreat you to adopt with-
out delay, this fuspired precept as the rule
of your conduct. Lct cach have a treasury
for the Lord in his own home. Let him
replenish it as God has prospered him
every Sabbath-day. Let him draw from it
and carry to the House of God, as the
various claims upon his beneficence present
themselves. Sirive together to obtain and
disscminate a knowledge of this system, so .
distingnished alike for its simpileity and .
cffectiveness.  Bear with your pastors and
{ others, when, in the face of a carping cove-
| tousness, they teach and present this sore-
Organize yoursclves
into associations for thc propagation of
this inspived method of Christian giving.
Let Bible-Class instractors and Sabbath-
Schoo! teachers impress the Apostolic pre-
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cept apon the minds of the people. TLet
parents teach and train their children to
practise it. Let prayer go up continually
that God may bestow upon us an abundant |
meusure of the grace of liberality.  Soshall |
we best honour God, most clearly manifest
our gratitude for Iis unspeakable gift, and
fully test the truth of the inspired declara-
tion, that “ God is able to make all grace
abound toward you, that ye always, having
all-sufficiency in all things, may abound in
every good work.”

ALEXANDER STUART, }

R. S. PATTERSON,

M. G. Hexry,

E. A.McCoroy,

Cuanres Ropsoy,

WiLriay ANDERSON,

Roperick McGREGOR,

Davip Brackwoop. |

To Tna Sessioxs, DEanons’ Courrs,
AND BoArDS OF MANAGERS OF THE
Prispyreriay CHuRCH OF THE Low-
ER PROVINCES :

Dear Brethren,—

In order to illustrate one mecthod by
which the change proposed in the above
Circular may be effected, I have been
authorized by the Committee to submit to
you the following facts bearing upon the
course pursued by one of our congregations
which has adopted the system of weckly
collections for maintaining gospel ordin-
ances among themselves, not for the por-
pose of holding it up as a model, but as
suggesting some hints which you may find
useful in your efforts to carry out the
system recemmended by the Synod. The
statement has been prepared by a member
of Committee, who took an active part in
bringing about the change, the progress of
which he narrates.

As b2aring on the best method of effect-
ing the change from the pew-rent system
to that of weekly collections, it will not be
inappropriate tc nar.ate the experience of
a congregation in which, for the last two
years, the latter plan has been in most
successful operation.  Previous to the
change, the necessary funds had been
:raised by pew-rents, supplemented by the
-ordinary Sabbath collections, and others,
.taken on the first Sabbath of every month.
This system made it difficult to find room
for a collection for any specixl object; and
it was found that some of the pew-holders
were constantly in arrears,—that a part of
these arrears was annually lost,—and that
the congregation was often indebted to
their Treasurer, and somctimes failed in
fulfilling their obligations to their pastor.

In arranging for the change, the sum
required for the annual expenditure was
divided into forty-cight weekly parts,—the

————

Comumittee,
on

?’ Systematic

l Benefieence

remaining four Sabbaths of the year being

omitted from the calculation, because it
had always been the custom to appropriate
to the relief of the poor the sacramental
collcctions taken four times in the year.
The forty-eight weekly parts were then
apportioned among the pew-holders, on the
basis of the rent paid by each for his pew -
that is to say, it was estimated that the
man who paid $20, annually, wounld be
able and willing to pay twice as much,
weekly, as the man who paid S10. This
calculation having been completed, every
pew-holder, and every other person from:
whom a contribation might be expected,
were visited, the system fully explained,
and each was asked to promise that he
would deposit in the plate every Sabbath
the amount fixed npon as his fair pro-
portion. Nearly the whole congregation,
with the exception of a few persons, who
desired time for consideration, and who
scon gave in their adhesion, cheerfully
acquiesced; and the larger part, indeed,
offered more than was asked. Where, for
instance, 1s. 9d. was asked, Is. 104d. would
be offered; 2s. 6d. wonld be promised in-
stead of 2s. 3d.; 3s. 13d. instead of 2s. 10d.;.
and so on in other cases. And when the
whole sum thus pledged was made up, it
was found to exceed the required amount
by nearly 8250. Two or three persons
represented that they had been paying a
larger sum then they could afford. They
were requested to name an amount that
they considered fair, and in every instance
this was accepted.

The preliminaiy arrangements having
been thus satisfactorily made, Circulars
were issued, announcing the time when the
new system would come into operation,
and reminding each person of the amount
he had to pay, and also of the fact that, as
the name of the donor was not to be given,
success would depend altogether on the
fuithfulness of the contributors. On the
first Sabbath about $48 were collected ;
and during the two years which have since
clapsed, the average has equalled, if not
exceeded, that sunount. There have been
no losses of arrears, no rendering of ac-
counts, nor any dunning for money. All
obligations have been promptly met, and a
part ot the debt due on the building has
been paid. |

The experience of this congregation
shows what may beaccomplished by adopt-
ing the only Scripturat plan,—that of Sab-
bath collection. As thus described, the
system is indeed essentially imperfect; for
while it provides so successfully for congre-
gational expenditure, it does nothing for
the Home and Forcign Missions, and other
schemes of the Church. :

Hoping that the ahove statement will
prove suggestive, I remain, &c.,

E. A. McCurvpy, Sec’y of Com.
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FRENGH GANADIAN MISSIONARY SOGIETY.

Most of our readers are already aware
that Rev. J. McEwan, of Pembroke, and
Colonel Haultain, of Montreal, spent a few
wecks lately in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotin in the interest of the French Cuna-
dian Missionary Society: These brethren
abounded in labours, preaching and ad-
dressing congregations in town and country,
diffusing information and taking collections
where these were offered.  Wherever a door
was opened they entered, and opened some
that were slightly ajar.

Their services were highly esteemed, their
facts conncected with the Society’s work
awakened a general interest and the pecu-
niary response made, will when reported he
found pot discreditable to our Christian
liberality. '

In furtherance of one great aim ot their
mission, to make the work of the Society
for the conversion of French Roman Catho-
lies known, we present to our readers the
subjoined Circular, which will show to the
whole Church of the Lower Provinces the
leading facts embodied in the addresses of
the delegation.

We may add that the Socicty having en-
joyed the services of Rev. C. Chiniquy last
winter, and having witnessed the marvellous
cffect of his addresses to his countrymen in
and around Montreal is anxious to secare
his return, so that Montreal may become
the centre of his evangelistic labours. Pre-
paratory to such an cngagement it is
making exertions to remove debt accu-
mulated by the gradual extension of their
agencics to meet the openings of Providence
in Lower Canada. In this cffort we wish
them * God-speed.”

CIRCULAR.

Montreal, October, 1870.
To THE PROTESTANTS OF CANADA,

Dear Brethren.—Y our attention is respect-
fully solicited to the following facts con-
nected with the French Canadian Mission-
ary Society. The field of its opcrations
extends from the Ottawa to the Bay of
Gaspe.  The means emploved are Educa-
tion, Evangelization and Colportage. ‘The
number of laborers at present- is 21. Of
these, 4 arc ordained Ministers, 7 Teachers,
and 10 Colporteurs and Evangelists.

During the summer months, 4 additional
oues are employed.

Lducation.—~There are 8 schools, edaca-
ting about 240 scholars, supported in whole
or in part by the Mission. Duwming the past
year, 24 of the pupils have been admitted
as members of the Church., Three also
have obtained diplomas from the Protessant
Board of Examiners of Montreal. The
Schools at Point-aux-Trembles especially
exert & powerful missionary influence.
Three students, converts of the Mission,
have been trained for the ministry, two of
whom are to be ordained next month, when
they will commence work in localities
where they are much needed. Applications
for schools and teachers ave constantly
made. :

Lvangelization.—There arc 8 small or-
ganized Churches and 18 preaching Sta-
tions supplied by the Society’s missionaries.
During the present year at least 150 persons
have publicly venounced the Church of
Rome. The labors of Mr. Chiniquy have
been much blessed. There is a general de-
sirc on the part of his countrymen to see
and hear him.

Colportage.~ -About 1300 copies or por-
tions of the Scriptures, and a large number
of religious books and tracts are annually
circulated.  In the houscholds of our
Roman Catholic countrymen the Scriptures
are read and explained, and the Gospel
message made known.

The difficulties with which our Colpor-
teurs have to contend, from the ignorance
of the people and the power of the priest-
hood, are well known to you, but in prase-
cuting the work, we are furthering the salva-
tiou of men’s souls, end are promoting the
principles and benefits of the great Refor-
mation, which we as a nation haveso
largely shared. If we arc to carry on the
work at prescnt contemplated, a more
general and generous response than cver
must be made. God gave His Son for our
redemption, and Christ gave Himself to
cffect it.  What ave we doing in return for
such costly sacrifices ?  “ It is more blessed
to give than to receive.” At the present
crisis of the Church of Rome, the Mission
must be sustained.

e I G e
BIBLE GIRGULATION.

British and Foreign.—The issucs of this
great Society were for the past year ending
March 31st:

From the Depot at home........... 1,271,902
From Depots abroad..... PO 914,284
Total......... veree 202,180,186

The friends of this Society in Halifex
feeling that some special effort is needful to
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eall forth the liberality of the Christian
puble of that city, have appointed sub-
committces to add to the subscription lists.
They have issued a circnlar reminding all
who reccive it that the Society is this year
putting forth special efforts 1o oceupy fields
that have reccently been opened. Spain
they say is eager for the Word of God, let
us help to supply her. ITtaly, Russia,
Austria, Turkey and many other lands are
more accessible than ever before.

The 57th Anniversary of the Nova Scotia
Auxiliary was recently held in Temperance
Hall, Halifax. The meeting was highly
interesting. Mr. Shannon the former
Secretary was chosen President, in place of
the late Rev. Mr. Uniacke, and Mr. James
Farquhar, Secretary. '

The Moncton Branch of the New Bruns-
wick Auxiliary held its annual wmeeting in
the same week, when it appeared that the
receipts of last year were double those of
the year preceding.

The Montreal Auxiliary holds its Jubilee
in a short time, and has invited fraternal
representation from Auxiliaries in the other
Provinces.

The Parent Society has offered to appoint
s permanent Agent for the British North
American Provinces if this measure should
meet the approval of those most deeply in-
terested.  Its Colporteurs are already in
Rome! Seven in number 1!

Scottish National—Its Colporteurs ame
also in Rome! As carly as Sept. 20th,
Dr. Stewart writing from Leghorn, says,
“ X have sent off our Colporteur B. direct
0 Rome, by the Coast road through the
Tuscan Maremma to-day. Selling as he
goes he expects to beat Civita Vecchia next
Monday night. Another new Colporteur
J. B, leaves to-morrow morning for Rome
by the Central road Siena, Orvieto, Viterbo,
&c., also selling as he goes along, and they
have agreed to meet in Rome.”

The occasional Record for November re-
cords work of great intercst under the head-
ings of “The Franco-Prussian War,”
¢ The Work in France,” ““The Strasburg
Colporteur imprisoned,” (an article which
shews that he was arrested as & Prussian
spy by the French and as & French spy by

the Prussians), “ The Work in Germany,””
“ Spain.”

The Directors of the Scottish National
have been receiving largely,—£955 for the
War Colportage, £1600 from 28 donors iv
Glasgow during the month of October,
£500 from one tried friend, and yet they
seek for more funds to meet all the openings
presented in the Providence of God. )

All these facts are checring, and shew
that the Ecumenical Council, Jesuits and
infallible Pope can no more stop the circu-
lation of the Word of God than arrest the
flow of the tides or the falling of the rain
drops. ’

PSP
Lome Rlissions,

We have before us & good many reports
of work done by our Preachers and Theo:
logical Students during the past year from
Cape North to Bermuda South and Baillie
West. These deseribe no great changes,
and announce uo str'king facts, and yet
while marked by the absence of the sensa-
tional they afford satisfactory evidence of
steady progress in many small congrega-
tions and mission stations, and of increasing
desire for the Gospel.

On all these fields our missionaries are
preaching sound doctrine and therefore lay-
ing a good foundation for a superstructure
to be reared by themselves or by others.
‘They are sowing precious sced and some
portions will bring forth fynit, and there is
good reason for affivming that already they
have been privileged to gather some sheaves
of ripened grain.  We subjoin two reports,
one from Baillic and one from Cape North,
retaining for future numbers intelligence
respecting some of our more central lo-
calitics.

Report of Mr. Edwin Smith.
The following extracts are from Mr.
Smith’s “report to the Presbytery of St.
John, of his Iabours as a Catechist in

Baillie and the neighbouring districts:

I commenced my labours on the first
Sabbath of May and continued them until
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the Jast Sabbath of August, covering a
period of four months.

My statious for preaching were, Baillie,
Tower Hill, Meredith Settlement, Lynn-
ficld, Pettengill Corner and DeWolfs
Corner. Services were held at Baillie every
Sabbath day, Tower Hill once o fortnight,
and at the other stations with the exception
of Pettengill Corner once & month. The
last named place is a new station. The
people who live in this distriet did not seem
willing to attendt the church at Baillic for
reasons which though insufficient I could
not remove. I therefore felt it my duty to
go among them on some week evening and
teach them the way of salvation. A meet-
ing was held on every Tuesday cvening,
which I am happy to state was well at-
tended both by the young and old. We
have good grounds for supposing that our
cftorts have been greatly blest of God to
the salvation of souls. Tle attendance at
my other stations was good, regular and
steadily incressing. The close attention
paid during Divineservice was most marked
and exceedingly encouraging to the Mis-
sionary. Neither the prayer meetings nor
the Sabbath schools were well attended.

Contrary to my previous impressions the
number of Presbyterian families is pretty
large. In the Baillic section there are be-
tween 25 and 30 Presbyterian families, and
in Tower Hill section there are 11 families
besides many others that might be claimed
by the Presbyterians. The field of labour
is a wide one but very hopeful and encour-
aging. Tt has its difiicultics which are very
trying in many respects, but notwithstand-
ing these I believe that a minister who
possesses  ““ herculean  strength”  and
““ Apostolic zeal” shall be able to cul-
tivate it. There are some faithful and
devoted followers of the Presbyterian
church who will exert their utmost
ability and influence towards the establish-
ing of a church in this place if they can
secure the services of a settled minister. I
am thankful to inform you that activesteps
have been taken within these last few weeks
towards that end. A meecting was called
and it was the unanimous vote that this
section of the country should have a settled
minister. A salary was named, and the
parties present subscribed very liberally to
make up the required amount. All that
they require now is some assistance from
the Board, and if the Board cxtends that
aid, I have no doubt but what Baillie and
Tower Hill will rejoicein having astationed
minister next spring. My predecessors
bave been doing a good work in this section
of the country, and I believe that we are
now about to sce the fruit of their labours.
T am sure that better and brighter days are
in prospect for Baillic and its neighbouring
districts. It is to the Presbytery of St.

John that this Presbytery now looks for aid
and direction. The congregation has done
n,obly will you come forward and help
them ?

Report of Mr. John Murray. Mis-
sion to Cape North.

The following are extracts from the Re-
port submitted by Mr. Murray to the Pres-
bytery of Cape Breton :

I arrived at Cape North on May 14th,
and Jeft on Oct. 11th, thus spending twenty-
one weeks in the place.

! THE FIELD.

It consists of Cape North proper, Bay
St. Lawrence and Grand Ance. From
Cape North Church to Bay St. Lawrence
is a distance of ten miles, while from that
church to Grand Ance is a distance of
twenty miles, across the most clevated land
in Nova Scotia. Thlere are 72 Protestant
families in Cape North; 12 in Bay St.
Lawrence, and 25 in Grand Ance. “These
families, with a few exceptions, are ad-
herents of our Presbyterian body. There
is & neat church in course of ercetion at
Cape North, of which the outside is
finished. In it the people have worshipped
for nearly two years. Bay St. Lawrence
has mno place of worship, while Grand
Ance has a building intended to serve both
as a school-house and a place of worship.

THE WORK.

Of the 21 Sabbaths during which I was
employed, fiftecen were spent at Cape North,
three at Bay St. Lawrence, one at Grand
Ance and two at Ingonish. The Rev. D.
Sutherland took up his abode at Grand
Ance early in the summer and ministered
to tho people ; and so my services were not
required there. I gave part of the time
due Grand Ance to Ingonish, a place
standing much in néed of the Gospel.
Every Sabbath I was at Cape North 1 held
two services, one in English and the other
in Geelic. I also usually superintended the
Sabbath school. When at the other sta-
tions, three diets of worship were held.
The Thursday Gelic prayer-meeting was
conducted with increasing attendance
throughout the summer. On arriviog I
found a Sabbath school conducted by Mr.
Angus McLean, the worthy Galic Catechist
of Cape North; a man of deep piety and
of great earnestness in his Master’s work.
The school was attended by 30 or more
young people, and taught by Mr. McLean
alone. This school I saw enlarged and im-
proved, until it had twelveregular, and two
accasional teachers ; while the average at-
tendance of pupils for the summer was
sbout one” hundred. Two weekly Bible
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classes were conducted on different after- I full account of the death of Rev. James

noons ; one for young women, and another
for young men. I visited all the familics
in Cape North and Bay St. Lawrence, with
perhaps one or two exceptions, twice ; and
read Seripture and prayed with cach family
at least once. I distributed not less than
one thousand tracs.  There isa ureat want
of literature mnong the people, even Bidles
are searce.
RESULTS.

These are not als ays apparent in so short
a time ; but I trust I have not laboured in
vain. Indeed I would hunbly express the
belief, that several precious souls experi-

encud the puwer of the teuth, not only in

disturbing their carnal rest but also in
gaining vest and peace in Jesus. Recogni-
sing the great truth that * the Gospel is the
ower of God unto salvation,” and determ-
ining to know nuthing but Jesus Christ and
Him crucified, I toiled in hamble depend-
ence on “ God who giveth the increase,”
and I have not done so without wmuch
pleasure to myself and, I trust, profit to the
cople.

The liberality manifested in paying for
my labours is truly praiseworthy. I would
here acknowledge the reecipt of 828 from
my Bible classes, accompanied with a wish
to invest the sum in some arricle that wonld
serve as a lasting memento of the donors.
I experienced universal kindness among the
dear people of Cape North.  The Christian
hospitality of my hostess, Mrs, Me R
demands special mention,  Under her roof
the cvangelist is always welcome to the
comforts of ahome.

Jony Murnay.

R e
Ome Koveign Alissious,

Meeting of the Board of Foreign
Missions.

The Board met in New Glaszow on the
29th Nov.,, the attendance being large, and
the business important. Besides the ordi-
nary members, Rev. J. McEwan, of Pem-
broke, and Colonel Haultain, of Montreal,
were present, and sat by invitation as deli-
berative meimbers.

The Secrctary stated that he had re-
ceived Minutes of the Mission Council,
and explained why they were not on the
table. :

A letter was then read from Rev. T.
Neilson. This letter appeared in the last
Record, and, as our readers know, gave a

MeNair, our Missionary on Erromanga,
with a sketeh of his life and character.

This was followed by the reading of Mr.
MeNair's Annual Report to the Mission
Council, and also of a letter begun by him
before his return to Dillon’s Bay from the
Council, but never finished. The second
part of this communication was written by
Mrs. MeNair.  The whole appears in this
number of the Record, and Mrs. MeNair's
letter will ue found to be a tender and
affecting narrative, giving full details of
the last days and hours of her dear depart-
cd hushand.

The Sceretary was directed to prepare a
Minute, to he submitted at next meeting,
expressive of the feclings of the Board
under this trial, of their views of the cha-
racter of their departed brother, and of
their sympathy for his widow; also to-
authorize Dr. Steel to pay the passage of
Mrs. McNair to Scotland. :

A letter from Dr. Geddie of Ang. 16
was also read, containing an appeal for
Missionaries to fill up the breaches made
by death, and suggesting an immediate
applicatian to the Canadian Church to aid
the work, by sending out one or morve
Missionaries.

At the suggestion of Col. Hanltain, in
which Mr. McEwan cordially concurred,
it was agreed o send 2 copy of Dr.
Geddie’s letter to the Convener of the
Committee of Foreign Missions of the C.
P. Church. )

A letter was then read from Mr. J. W
McKengzie, theological student of the third
vear, offering himself as a Missionary, to
be sent wherever the Board might deter-
mine. The letter was accompanied by a
medical certificate, and was written since
the receipt of intcligence of Mr, McNair's
death, bat the offer was the resul: of much
previous reflection and praver.

Informartion from various quarters res-
pecting Mr. McKenzie’s character and qua-
lifications was laid before the Board, and
all proved to be highly satisfactory.

At the suggestion of Rev. Mr. Walker,
some time was now devoted to devotional
cxercises, referring to the aspects of Provi-
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dence in the bereavements e.\'perignccd,l

aud asking Divine direction in the choice
of a Missionary to fill up one ot the vacan-
cies made by death. Dr. Bayne and Messrs.
Thompson and IL. B. McKay, offered spe-
cial prayer, the Chairman reading the
Scriptures, and the brethren all joining in
the singing of psalms.

On motion it was then agreed unani-
mously that Mr. McKenzic’s offer be cor-
dially accepted, with the usual understand-
ing in such cascs that he shall seek and
obtain license as a Preacher, from Lis Pres-
Lytery.

Dr. Bayne gave notice of a motion for

" next meeting, which, if adopted, will like-
ly lead to the designation of anuther Mis-

esionary to accompany Mr. McKenzie when
he leaves for the New Hebrides some time
during the present year.

Lietter from Dr. Geddie.
ANBITY UM, Aug. 2, 1870.

Dear Sir,—We have recently heard by a
trading vessel of the death of our esteemed
brother, Mr. McNair, which dccurred on
the 16th of last month. You are awarc
that he was delicate when he ecame to these
islands.  His health indeed scemed to im-
prove a little for some time after his settle-
ment on Erromanga, but he was never ro-
bust. There was an cvident change for
the worst during the past year. He suf-
fered from asthma and cough, and was sub-
ject to occasional attacks of fever and ague
also. When he attended our annual meet-
ing about six weeks ago he looked very iil,
and some of his symptoms were unfavour-
able; but none of us thought him so near
his end. e left this island for Erromanga
very weak, but in good spirits; and looked
forward to the prospect of extending his
labours by means of a fing boat which had
been given to him by the Rev. Mr. Mackie,
of Mclbourne, and other friends, for this
purpuse. These hopes wwere not realized,
and he died a few days after rewrning
home. We have not yet received full par-
ticulars of his death, but I believe that it
was racher sudden and very happy. A
friendly white man who is at Dillon’s Bay
did everything in his power for Mrs. Me-
Nair in her affliction, and even went to
Tana in a boat for Mr, Neilson, who sccom-
panied him to Erromanga, and will remain
there until Mrs, McHNair can leave. She
will probably remain with some of the
Mission families until the close of the year
and then take her departurchome.  We all

|

sympathize with our bereaved sister, and
trust that she may be Divinely sustained
under her great trial. !

Our Mission, by the death of Mr, Me-
Nair, has lost an earnest and faithful Mis-
sionary. 1llc had the salvation of the poor
Erromangans at heart, and laboured be-
vond his strength for their good. He was
not perwitted to see much of the fruits of
his labours, though he saw enough to make
him thank God and. take courage. May
we pot hope that the seed sown by him
will produce fruit in abundance to the
glory of God.

The death of Mr. MeNnir will no doubt
be felt much by our Church in Nova Sco-
tie. It will be a nfore unexpected event
to you than it has been to us. The seeds
of discase were sown in his constitution
before he left home, and it is doubtful if he
would have lived longer there thun here.—

I Atter all the mortality that hes occurred in

this Mission, I am notaware that any death
which has taken place can be traced to
discases peculiar to the climate. The great-
est danger to be apprehended here is a
breaking up of the constitution after a long
residence, from the debilitating effects of
climate, and occasional attacks of fever
and ague. T feel this new trial very much,
but I trust that we may not be discouraged
unduly by it. Our consolation is that all
events are under the conirol of God, and
He doeth all things well. God in His
mysterious  Providence often prepares
churches as well as individuals, by severe
discipline for eminent usctulness.  May it
be so in the present instance.  Our chureh
must always feel adeep interest in the New
Hebrides, not only as her first Mission-
ficld, but as the burying-place of so many
who have fallen in her service.

MR. BLUE.

I received your letter in Melbourae in
March last, announcing that you had ac-
cepted of Mr. Daniel Blue, Preacher, as a
Missionary. Tmmediately on the receipt
of your letter, I wrote to Dr. Steel about
him, but he was absent with his family in
the country, and probably did not receive
my letter, as I had no answer from him, I
wrote again before sailing for the islands,
and requested the Dr. to send on Mr. Blue
by the first opportunity ; but we have not
had avy arrivals from Sydney since that
time. In the cvent of his coming he will
probably he sent to occupy the Station at
Dillon’s Bay, now vacant.

ANNUAL MEETING.

Our Annral Meeting was held on this
island .at Mr, Inglis’ Station. The mem-
bers of the Mission, with the exception of
Messrs. Copeland and Gordon, were pre-
sent. Mr. McNair uandertook to sead you
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a copy of our Minutes, and the writing of l to commence the Old Testament with.
them weuld be one of his last works. The | The Rev. Mr. Beeehier, Rector of St. Paul’s,

Missionary work on thescislands is, on the
whole, in a hopeful state, and - advances
slowly but surely in the right direction.
The most of the mission familics enjoy a
full measure of health at present.

NATIVE TEACHERS.

The Dayspring will visit Eastern Poly-
nesia soon for native teachers, We have
the promise of ten married teachers from
our brethren of the London Missionary
Society. As soon as they arrive I hope to
oo north and scttle them on new islands.
There arc between 20 and 30 Anciteumese
teachers labouring on the heathen islands,
and this is all that we can spare at present.

SETTLEMENT OF MR. GOODWILL.
The Dayspring has gone to Espiritu
Santo with Mr. Goodwill. He will seitle
at the south end of this large island,at a
place called Cape Lisburn, We would have
preferred his scttlement at Havanah Har-
bour on Faté, or on the lovely island of
Nguna, but as he had expressed himself
strongly in favour of Santo, we yiclded to
his wishes. The natives of this island
have always been friendly to us, and our
only ohjection to it is its unhealthy charac-
ter. Mr. Gordon, however, enjoyed good
health on it last year, and it may yet prove
more salubrious than weexpeet. Mr. Good-
will has left his wife with us, and gone be-
fore to build his house, and do other prepa-
ratory work, and will return here at the
close of the ycar. Mr. Watt, one of our
young Missionaries, was appointed to go
and assist Mr. Goodwill with his house, and
Mr. Gordon also, but the latter was not
able to go. I hope to visit him as soon as
the vessel returns with her cargo of teach-
ers. Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill intend to spend
their first unhealthy season, from December
till May, on thisisland, at my Station. It
is probable that some natives from Santo
will be brought here also, to assist them in
the study of the language, that no time
may be lost.

PRINTING ARRANGEMENTS.

I wrote you from Melbourne that I had
matured arrangements about the printing
of the Ola Testament. This important
work must be done as soon as possible.
The British and Foreign Bible Society,
and its Auxiliaries in Australia, have been
most generous in their ofters of aid. We
wish, however, to do what we can to help
ourselves. We have already paid off the
New Testament and the Book of Psalms,
which cost us about £480 sterling; and
our present year’s Missionary contributions
in arrow-root, &c., with a balance in hand
from last year, will, I hope, give us £100

Melbourne, who is Secretary of the Bible
Society, bad several tenders for the work)
and has probably decided on one before
this time. It will be commenced (D.V.)
in January next, and carried on as I can
attend to it.

ABSENCE IN AUSTRALIA.

1 expect, therefore, to go in the Day-
spring to Australia at the close of the year,
and do as much work ag I can, while the
vessel is there. It is not probable that T
shall ycturn to the islands in April, as the
work cannot be abandoned here. My ab-
sence for a few months will be felt less, as
Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill will be here, and
their presence will keep everything in work-
ing order. As Murs. Geddie now suffers so
much, especially in the warm season, it is
not probable that she will be able to return
with me. My attention will henceforth be
chicfly directed to the work of translation,
and the opening up of new islands for the
wospel. and I do hope that you will lose no
time in sending some onc to relieve me
from the dutics of a Mission-station. May
God put it into the heart of some of our
Ministers or Preachers to come and break
the Bread of Life to these poor islanders,
who have so recently cmerged from a state
of heathenistn. My Station is still the
most important one in the group, xad any
decline in the work here would be felt over
the whole Mission. May yon be Divinely
directed in this and in all other matters.

I remain yours, &e.,
JonNn GEDDIE.
Rev. P. G. McGreGor, Sec. F. M. B.,
Pres. Ch., L. C.

Letter from Rev. J. McNair.

25th June, 1870.

To Rev. P. G. McGreGOR, HALIFAX.
My Dear Sir,—Your very kind letter of
31st Dec. last, came to hand by Dayspring
on 23rd May last. The Dayspring has you
observe been Jate of arriving this year, &
month behind last year, but of course the
distance was much greater thisseason.  On
the 25th we started for the annual meeting,
but owing to contrary and strong winds we
did not reach Auwcityumn until the 10th of
June. On the 18th we brought our deli-
berations and consultations to a close in the
shape of 44 minutes, so you see we are al-
ways increasing. Last year we did with
40, this year we must have 44 to keep usall
right. Ienclose a copy for you, and Dil-
lon’s Bay Reportas read before the Council.
You notice they have given ** your obedient”
a good deal to do I have to go to Eastera
Polynesia for teachers, and to draw up the
annual report of the Dayspring. 1 have
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also a great deal of mission work hefore me
on Erronmngo, but, alas! I have at present
very little physical strength to do anything.
The Dayspring on her arrival this year
found Mrs. Milne and myself reduced to a
creat state of weakness by fever and ague.
Mr. Milne suffered very much also, and is
stil suftering from the same cause. Mis,
McNair and baby kept pretty clear of it.
While Mr. Neilson was staying with us last
vear he scarcely enjoyed a single day of
gooil health, and for some time after re-
turning home felt Janguid and exhausted.
It would scem therefore unwise to remain
any longer in our present house, especially
during the rainy season, notwithstanding
its fine accommodation and many con-
veniences. I have conscquently resolved
much against my inclination, for I hate
house-building, to put up a small rustic
cottage at the point where Mr. J. D.
Gordon lived the first year, and where he
had no fever and ague; but you remember
the first hot season he spent in our present
house, he was laid up for four months, and
so weak at last that the natives had to carry
him up the hill in order to get better air.

I quite agree with you that your Board
is not only just but generous. Your pass-
ing & resolution to pay the annual sailing
expense of my mission hoat, I consider
liberal indeed, especially when not solicited
to do so,.and just because you have shewn
such gencrosity the expenses will be as little
as possible. I have no idea at present what
it may be, and don’t think I shall know
very well for a year or two until we have
really a fair trial. And now I must give
you a short description of the Yarra Yarra.
One reason why the Dayspring was so long
of arriving this vear was, that she had
light winds and calms almost all the way,
hence a long and tedious voyage, but this
was very fortunate for the Yarra Yarra, for
had it been stormy she would very likely
have sustained much damage. Asitwasshe
reached Dillon’s Bay “all right.” She is
34 feet long, 6 broad, 7 oars, 2 masts,
2 sails, anchor, chain, boat hook, a double
set of rollocks all galvanized. She has also
a centre board in order to sail close on the
wind, at the same time she is a kind of life-
boat having air tanksat each end. She is
calculated to sail very fast, and heing light
of her size, also easily rowed. None of the
accounts have reached me yet, but I under-
stand she will costabout £70. £40 of that
sum has been sent me from Germany. The
balance Mr. Mackic has kindly undertaken
to raise among his friends.

From Mrs. McNair.

AN1wa, 24tk August, 1870.

Rev. and Dear Sir,~—1 felt it to be my
painful duty to copy the above unfinished

letter which was scrolled out by my late
husband while we were windbound at
Ancityum. .

Mr. McNair being your wissionary you
will naturally expect a few particulars about
his death, which took place at Dillon’s
Bay, Lrromanga, on the morning of the
16th of July.

PREVIOUS ILLNESS.

As he himself mentions, he suffered very
much from fever and ague during this last
hurricane season. Towards the end of
February, when much reduced in strength,
he complained of stitches in his left lung,
which increased with the constant fever.
And as the medicines we most required,
Quinine, &c., were exhausted, we longed
for the return of the Dayspring, fondly
hoping that a change would do us all good.
But so far as my dear hushand was con-
cerned it proved otherwise.

RETURN FROM ANEITYUM.

We returned from Aneityum on Friday
1st July. Mr. M. brought with him the
frame of a small cottage to put up in a
more healthy locality.  The vessel lay at
anchor in the bay from Iriday morning
till Monday afternoon, taking on boavd My,
Milne’s goods. We chose a site for our
cottage immediately, and three of our
missionary brethren, Messrs. Paton, Watt
and Goodwill wronght at it unceasingly
while they remained. The foundation was
built, and the frame set up. It was going
to be a sweet little cottage of two rooms,
commanding a fine view of the bay. And
it still stands in its unfinished state, while
my dear husband is an inhabitant of that
house not made with hands, cternal in the
heavens.

PARTIAL IMPROVEMENT.

‘While our friends remained, Mr. McNair
suffered every day from fever, though not
constantly confined to bed, but afier the
vessel sailed and we were alone and quiet,
he improved very much, and went about
superintending the opening of boxcs, &e.

r.Gordon came over from Portinia Bay
on Saturday, and conducted the services
on Sabbath. Mr. M. went to Church in
the morning, but was not able to speak.

L Mr. G. seeing Mr. M. going about, and

not anticipating any danger returned home
on Thursday morning.

RELAPSE.

During the afternoon and evening of
that day the fever was very high. On
Friday he did not get up till near dinner
time, 12 d’closk. T asked him if he felt
worse? “O1’ he said, its that constant
fover, when it goes off Il feel better.”
Immediately after dinner he again return-
ed to bed, saying that the tever was return-
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ing; but rose at half past four or five
o'clock, and was walling quite actively
about the house, seeing after things in con-
nection with the natives. He gave one a
blauket, and I think, some others medinine.
It was half past five o’clock, tea was on
the table, and I was giving baby her sup-
per. Chbserving him lift the key of the
store, I begged him not to go out so near
sunset, after suffering so much from fever
during the day, and said I would get any-
thing he wished. “Oh !’ he replied, “I
thought you would want some biscuits for
the natives,” and replaced the key on the
side-board, with that a native came to the
door, and he passed out I heard him re-

tarn in a few minutes to the bedroom, and, | 14th chapter of St. John,

when hahy had finished her food, we went

into the room to ask her papa to come to | He inquired if T was tired ?

tea. Ife was lying on his couch in great
distress. T asked him if he was suflering
pain?  “Its my heart,” he replied., I did
what I could to try and relieve him, but it

was somctime before he recovered. He

snid ho knew exactly what was the matter
with him. His left lung was very much
shattered, and his heart was affected. He
might die at any moment. He might live
for some time. But when death did come
i* would be sudden ; but if he was spared
a fittle longer, he would use the time in
putting things right for me. 1 was not to
fear, I was in good hands, that the Lord
Iimself would take care of me, and Qh!
that he was such a Lord. I said I knew
it, and that I had never felt it more than
at that moment. Adding, but Oh! its
hard to part. ¢ Yes,” he said, and then
quite cheerily, “bat it is only for a little
while.,” Ile then requested me to read the
When about
half finished §I asked him if that would do ?.
* No,” Ire-
plied, but I was afraid you could not bear
more at present. - Oh, go on, its delight-
ful ! he said. Many, many times had 1
read that chapter, but never had it such a
reality as on that night. We felt as I

asked for a few drops of Chlorodine. I | fancy the desciples must have done, when

gave them to him. IHe had been perspir-
ing very heavily, but was too weak to allow
me to change him.  He said “ Navufo had
come to ask food for himsclt and some
others, who had been away for wood for
the cottage, ard I gave him the bananas,
taro, you hought to day, and the little ex-
ertion was too much for me.” e then
asked for a small Powder, a numbcr of
which he had made up some time before.
I gave him one, and in a short time he
appeared much better. He got changed
and his bed made comfortable.” He looked
q}(xiite himself again. I sat down by his
side. :

WORDS OF FAREWELL.

He looked up, his face beaming with
Jjoy, and said: “I have something to tell
you, my dearie, but I don’t know that I
am able to tell you it all at present. Do
you know that this weakness is sent in
answer to prayer? X have been perplexed
about your arrangements for our going to
New Zealand, and vexed to sce you
making warm dresses for' baby, when you
had so many other things to do. So I
said to mysclf last night, why should I
perplex myself? Tl cast my burden on
the Lord. "And Y did cast it on the Lord.
T asked Ilim if he would give me a Sign
whether we were to go to New Zealand or
not. T asked that, il it was Ilis Will that
we should o, that he would grant a little
more strength ; but that if we were not to
go, He would send more weakness, and
this s an answer to my prayer. The Lord
has decided it for us, dearic. We are not
to go to New Zealand.” He spoke much
of the gooduess of the Lord, and how He
was indeed the answerer of prayer. He

the Lord spoke those words to them. We
had no earthly friend to sooth or sympa-,
thize with us; but we did feel that we were
not alone, for the Lord was with ns. He
did not feel able to engage in prayer, but
asked if I would. He hoped the little one
would e spared to me. He was ardently
fond of our little babe. He was very
happy, but exhausted and inclined to
rest. I spoke to him several times during
the night, when I knew he was awake.
About 3 o’clock, I asked if he would like
anything. -‘No, thank you,” he said.
You have slept a little,—“ A little.” T
think you are a little better. “I don’t
know,” he replied.
118 DEATIH.

At 5 o’clock he coughed and bent over
his couch to retch I sprang up immedi-
ately, and held his head ; but he soon grew
heavy in my hands, and it was with diffi-
culty I lifted him ou his pillow. I sent
for Mr. Smith, master of the Whaling Es-
tablishment, who had come a few weeks
previously to live at Dillon’s Bay ; bac all
was over. My dear husband had gone to
that Mansion of which we had becn read-
ing the night before. He was buried on
the evening of the same day, close to the
martyred Gordons, near the spot where
Harris was killed ; and just across the
river, from our once happy home. It was
very fortunate Mr, Smith happencd to be
there. He relieved me of much care about
the funeral, &e.; though 1 had duties to
perforn that were trying for & woman,
much more for a wife.

DIVINE SUPPORT.

The following days and nights can more
casily be imagined than described. But
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the Lord was ever near, and supported '
me in the furnace. “Heis a very present
kelp in time of trouble.” Sabbath will he
Jong remembered by all who assembled in
our little Church. I told the two natives
I wished to conduct the services, the even-
ing before. We et at the usual hour;
but the empty desk, and the newly covered
grave, which was distinctly seen from the
open door, spoke loudly of our recent
bereavement.
REVIEW,

If I remember right, the last sermon Mr.
MacNair preached, before we went to
Aneityum, was trom the text “ Behold 1
stand at the door and knock,” and it was
the last he preached on Erromanga. He
was never able to speak in public after our
return from the meeting. Several times
he hinted that his sickness must be unto
death ; but T attributed these remarks very
much to the depressing infiuence *fever
and ague” has over one.  Still there were
circumstances at the time, which strack
me. At first when he took ill he used to
pray very carnestly for renewed health,
and latterly he seldom did; but spoke
much of the “glories of the Ileavenly
Kingdom.” And very frequently, when
going into a little room which he used as
a dressing room ; but where we kept the
barter we were using, I found him on his
knees or Bible in hand.

MESSAGE TO MR. NEILSON.

I remarked to Mr. Smith that after &
while I sihould like our new boat, the
Yarra, Yarra, to be sent to Tana, to let
Mr. Neilson know of Mr. MacNair’s death,
and to ask him if he could conveniently
come and assist me to pack, in order to be
ready when the Dayspring returned from
the North. Mr. S. kindly offered to go
himself, and, as the wind was fair, sct off
on Tuesday morning.

ARRIVAL OF BRETHREN.

Mr. Gordon arrived from Portinia Bay,
on Wednesday, at noon, and the hoat re.
turned late on Thursday night with Mr.
Paton, from Aniwa, and Mr. Neilson from
Tana. I felt much relieved when I saw
them, more particularly as dear little babe
was very sick.  Friday, Satarday, arxd part
of Monday were occupied in building a
mound of stones over the prave, plastered
and white-washed.  After that we were
kept packing till Tuesday, 2nd of August.
‘Those were busy days, :nd well perhaps
for me they were so. My dear husband
had been removed from wiy side, and now
my once happy home was quickly being
dissolvcd.  “ Here we have no continuing
city,” had a reality then that I never

felt before.

DEPARTING FRCM ERROMANGA.

Our packing being over, Messts. Paton
and Neilson naturally felt anxious about
their wives and families left behind, on
Aniwa and Tana. Would I venture in
an open hoat with Isabella as far as Aniwa,
or would ono of them remain with me, till
the return of the Dayspring was the next
question 2 I must confess I felt a little
timid to undertake the first, but they
would on no account leave me alone. So
we committed ourselves to Ilim who holds
the waters in the hollow of Ilis hand, and
we were strengthened for our little voyage.
We left Evrotuanga on Wednesday after-
noon, and arrived here at break of day, on
Thursday, where we met with a warm
reception from dear Mrs. Paton, and who
has been more than a sister to me since.

I shall not here attempt to describe my
feelings at leaving the shores of the blood-
stained Isle. True, we had had some dark
and trying days there; but my trightest
and happicst had also been spent on Eiro-
manga. There I had to leave behind me
the grave of my beloved husband ; wy
happy home ; the work I had loved so well,
and many natives to whom I felt deeply
attached, some of whom T hope to meet
where partings are unknown. I shall ever
feel gra‘eful to Messrs. Paton and Neilson
for their wonderful kindness to me and
mine. The Lord reward them. In the
midst of my affliction I have had much,
very much to praiso the Lord for.

The future is at present dark before me.
At first T meant to remain on the Island,
till the Dayspring left for Melbourne in
December. As I did ot wish to arrive in
Britain during the winter; but I caught
cold at Mr. MacNair’s death, and have not
been so well since. T am now thinking of
proceeding with the Dayspring to New
Zealand.

I am, Rev. and Dear Sir,
Yours, truly,
Mary G. McNAIR.

Extracts from Minutes of Annual Meeting of
New'Helides Mission, held on Aneityum,
June 14th, 1870. Rev. James Cosh in the
Charr :

Resolved inter alia, that—

 This meeting records with sorrow the
afflictiye dispensation of Providence, which
has deprived the Missivn of one of its mem-
bers, the Rev. Donald Morrison  Our de-
parted brother commenced his missionary
labours on Lfat; in the year 1864. After
upwards of one yéar of devoted and success-
ful missionary labour, he was obliged to
retire from the work, on account of failing
health. He was & patient sufferer for more
than two years, and was finally called to
his resting place oo the 23rd ¢f October,
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1869, in New Zealand, whither he had
gone for the benefit of his health. Mr.
Morrison was a faithful and devoted mis-
sionary, and his name will be long remem-
hered by the Efatese, whom he laboured to
to convert to Chrst, and under his instrue
mentality some, we have reason to believe,
were brought to a knowledge of the truth.
His missionary caveer was short, but long
enongh to endear him to his brethren.
We gricve for our dear brother, whose life
has been, in the mysterious providence of
God, brought, as it scems to man, to a
premature close ; but we, at the same time,
desire to cherish a spirit of submissicn to
Him who dues all things well.  'We would
likewise express our warmest sympathy
with Mrs. Morrison and her two children.
May our beloved sister enjoy all ncedful
consolation from Him who has been, and
will be, a hushand to the widow, and a
father to the fatherless. We would also
sympathize with the Church which sent
him to the Mission field, and which had
previously found a burying place on these
islands for five of its missionaries. But
we trust that that Church, instead of being
discouraged, will be stimulated to more
earnest and enlarged exertions in the
Missionary cause, knowing that they who
sow in tears shall reap in joy.

The Clevk is inctructed to forward a
copy of this Minute 10 Mys. Morrison, and
aiso to the Church in Nova Scotia, with
which Mr. Morrison was connccted.

Extracted by

Jonx Ixcris, Clerk of Meeting.

Letter from Dr. Steel.
Sypxsey, Sept. Tth, 1870.
Rev. and Dear Sir,—X have just heard

from the Islands. The Missionary Con-
ference was held in June, when all were

present except Mr. Gordon. Mr. Goodwill |

has been apnpointed to Bspirito Santo, and
the Dayspring sailed with him, intending
to take Mr. Gordon also, as he knew the
langnage. Meantine, however, the Rev.
James MceNair, who had been poorly for
some time, took very ill, and departed this
life on the 16th July. This is a heavy
blow to your Mission. Mr. Neilson and
Mr. Paton were sent for, and came as soon
28 possible to wind up Mr. MceNair's
affairs.  Mrs. MceNair and her son went
with Mz, Paton, and will, in all likelihood,
return to the Colonies by the Dayspring.
I trust the God of the widow may be her
support, and that the Lord of the Harvest
may send forth labourers into His harvest.
By these losses of Messrs. Morrison and
MeNair, and Dr. Geddie’s services, after
50 loug & period, scarcely to be expected to
continue, your Churchis almost left with-
out a representative in a ficld so much

your own, and endeared by so many lives
freely given to the Lord’s cause as the New
Hebrides. I trust new Mhssionaries of
good bodily constitution, and of sincere
picty, may be found soon.

The PDayspring was to go to New
Zealand with Mr. and Mrs. Cosh, who
have got a year’s leave of absence. You
will doubtless receivea copy of the Minutes
of the Conference.

I am, yours very sincerely,
RosERT STEEL.
Rev. P. G. MACGREGOR.

Letter of Mr. H. A. Robertson.

Among other papers crowded out of our
December number, was a letter from Mr.
Robzrtson. The beginning of the year
finds us with the same superabundance of
matter, and though the letter is interesting
we feel constrained to omit details and pre-
sent in a condensed form the lcading ideas.

Inthe first part of the letter Mr. R.
promises a continuation of New Hebridean
Sketches, more particularly now on mission
work, remarking that “ unless the former
had been given these *could not be so well
understood. To get a correct idea of the
work of our Missionarics, we must have a
thorough knowledge of native character
with the peculiavities of soil, climate und
seenery 3 and to give this information was
the object of my former sketches.”

The sccond part of the letter gives a full
account of Mr. Robertson’s visits to different
parts of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island, and of the addresses delivered inm,
and collections reccived from congregations,
10 which he had been invited. In the
course of these excursions he visited after
the close of the Theological Hall and
Medieal Classes, Truro, Pictou, Charlotte-
town, Belfust, Woodville, Georgetown,
Curdigan, Newport, Parrsboro’, London-
derry, Maitland, Noel, Selmah, Five Mile
River, Economy and Saltsprings. Somne of
these localities werc twice visited and
Prince Edward Island four times. e also
visited other localities and friends according
to invitation, giving all the information he
could on missionary suhjects. IIe was re-
ceived with cqual kindness by both
churches.  He kindly offers to take charge
of Mission Goods next suminer when he
expects to leave for the New Hebrides. He
urges the immediate preparation of goods,
as time slips away so quickly, and the time
for making up the boxes will soon arrive:
“The mission goods should all be tho-
roughly packed in zine lined cases, water-
tight, and about three feet in length, two in
depth, and tvo in width, and the mission-
ary’s name and address legibly printed in

large letters on the cover, and numbered.
Then it would be well to have them all



B g fo

— e

1871,

The Home anv Foreign Wecord. 21

ready for shipment say about the middle of
September, as the missionaries should not
leave a day later than the first of October.
You cannot err in sending any amount of
Nova Scotin homespun thin and of any
color; white, grey and purple ave the nicest
colors. Black is not so good. Purple
dressed fur the women and white or grey
undressed for the men. Then after that
comes grey cotton, print, hatchets, knives,
nails, hats and caps, carpenter’s tools, fish-
ing hooks, &e.”

Collections received by Mr. Robertson
are acknowledged as follows :

Dr. Mc¢Culloch’s couFrOga(ion, Truro..S14 00

De Sable, Rev. J. MeCall............ 12 €0
Belfust and Orwell, Rev. J. McLean. .. 12 52
NeWpOTt. .vvunroeeaseiiiianen oun 3 50
Parrsboro, Rev. D. McKinuon........ 6 00

Londonderry, Mr. Wylic's, 2 cellections 14 70
Economy, Rev.J. McG. McKay...... 0
Five Mile River, Maitland, Mr. Curric's 9 30

Noel.oooviieis cieiiiiiannnn.. do... 512
Pictou, Rev. Mr. Herdman's.......... 20 90
N w Glasgow. Rev. Mr. Pollok’s..... 25 00
Alpin McLean, Boston..... . ....... 5 00
Glengarry Lodge. ........oooo e 6 00

Saltsprings $27, not paid over........
, —

S$140 04

Aews of {he @Ixnm;

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Presbytery met at Brookfield on
the 16th inst., the principal business being
the ordination and induction of Mr. Samuel
C. Gunn, to the pastoral charge of the con-
gregation of West River and Brookfield.—
Rev. A. Campbell was appointed to pre-
side, and in the absence of Rev. R. Cum-
ming, preached an appropriate discourse
from Heb. 13: 17; “For they watch for
vour souls as they who must give account.”
The steps taken regarding the call to Mr.
Gunn, having been narrated, and the ques-
tions of the formnula satisfactorily answered
by him and the people, he was, by prayer,
and ‘the laying on of the hands of the
Preshytery,” ordained to the officc of the
holy ministry, and inducted into the pas-
toral charge of the congregation. e was
then suitably addressed by Rev- R. Laird,
and the people by Rev. T. Murray. The
Presbytery and the congregation welcomed
the newly ordained minister in tle usual
manner, and his name was added to the
roll of Preshytery.

A letter was vead from the Convener of
the Synod’s Committee on the Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund, calling uttention to
the subject.  On motion, the Presbytery
agreed, at its next meoting, to call on Ses-
sions for the reports of their action taken on

this subject as recommended by Preshytery
in the month of February last. Reference
to the published minutes of the proceedings
then, will show Sessions what they were
recommended to do; and reports should be
duly forwarded as required. 'T'he Presby-
tery agree to approve of the proposal of
Rev. T. Cumming, to supply Zion Church,
Charlottctown, for a time, and to express
its desire that he be prepared to give an
answer to the call addiessed to him at the
next meeting of Presbytery. Rev.

Laird, a member of the Committee appoint-
ed to prepare a draft of an address to the
Licutenant Governor, reported the peform-
ance of the duty. The report was received,
and the diligence of the committee highly
approved, and the Addvess laid on the
table. The Presbytery agreed cordially to
recommend to their congregations M.
James Stewart, a colporteur employed by
Mr. David Laird, agent for the Presbytery’s
colportage work. Ministers are expected
fully to comply with this direction of Pres-
bvtery, and actively to aid the good work.
The Preshytery directed the clerk to in-
form the sister Presbytery that it desires,
at its next meeting, a conference relating
to the Presbyterian, and pastoral co-oper-
ation. The Rev. A. Campbell was ap-
pointed to preach at Granville settlement,
on the third Sabbath of December, (18th),
and Mr. Allan McSwain, of Strathaloyn
Session, and Mr. Adam McRae, of St.
John’s Session, were appointed to meet
with him there, and to comstitute as a
session, and with the assistance of members
of the church on the ground to decide on
application for church fellowship ; and Mr-
Campbell was directed, should he see
cause, to encourage the members and ad-
herents of the church there, to seck organi-
zation as a distinct congregation. The
Clerk was authorized o give appointments
to Probationers who may arnve previous
to the next meeting. The Preshytery ad-
journed to meet in Zion Church, Char-
lottetown, on the last Wednesday of De-

cember, at 11 o’clock.
R. Lainp, Clerk.

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Preshytery of Pictou met in Primi-
tive Church. New Glasgow, on the 15th
Nov., and was constituted hy the Rev. Dr.
Bayne, Moderator pro tem.  The Rev. Mr.
McLeod reported that according toappoint-
ment he had preached in James Church, on
the 8th inst,, and wmoderated in a Call.
which cime out unnnimously for the Rev.
Thomas Cumming, and that it was signed
by seven Elders, 166 members and 148
adherents, Messrs. G. W. Underwood, J.
W. Fraser, and John A. Fraser were ap-
pointed Commissioners to support the
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Call.  They stated that the call was unani- | of January, at half-past two o’clock in the

mous, and that ti ¢ sulseription list amount-
ed to $800, which sum, in all probability,
would be the stipend.  The Preshytery
approved of Mr. McLeod's condact in the
moderwion, and sustained the Call as a
regular Gospel Call.  Mr. Cumming being
present, th: Moderator placed the call in
his hand, and asked for his decision. He
replied that he felt it his duty to deeline
this call.  When, upon the call being set
aside, and the Commissioners wnotified
accordingly, the Presbhytery agreed to hold
their next meceting in Springville Church,
on Monday, January 17, at 11 o'clock,
aan,, for visitation and ovdinary business.
Mr Pitblado to preach.

Presbytery of St. John

This Preshytery met at Prince William
on the 20th Deceinber.  In the case of Rev.
Johu Home it was agreed unanimously that
his application he received, that he be em-
ployed in the meantime s a preacher of the
Gospel subject to the approval of Synod,
and under the direction of the Ilome Mis-
sion Board. It was further agreed that Mr.
Home be instructed to supply the congre-
gation of St. Stephen until further notice.

After reports of ministers with regard to
their congregations were heard, the Pres-
bytery proceeded to hear the examinations
of Rev. S. alcCully which were highiy
satisfactory.  Next ‘day, after the usual
preliminaricss the Moderator put the ques-
tions of the formula to Mr. McCully, and
these beingr answered he was sct :xp:irt by
prayer and the laying on of hands to the
work of the ministrz, and inducted into the
pastoral charge of the congrezation of
Prince William. The Moderatorgave Mr.
McCully the right hand of fellowship and
welcomed him 10 o seat in the Preshytery.
The Morderator then addressed the minister,
and Mr. Burgess,the people. Mr. Turntali
was instructed to introduce Mr, McChally to
he people as they passed ont, and Mr.
Murray, to introduce him to the Session.
Mr. McCully’s name was then entered on
the Presbytery roll.  The Presbytery then
adjourned to meet this evening in Frederic-
ton for the induction of Rev. Wi, Stuart.

At 71 v. M. of the same day the Preshy-
tery met at Fredericton for the induction of
Rev. W Stuart.  After the nsual services,
Mr. Staare reccived the vight hand of fel-
lowship and his name was added to the
Roli. $100 as his first quarter’s salary was
paid in advance.

A letter was read from the Rev. S.
Bernard, demitting his charge, assigning
reasons. On motion it was agreed that the
letter of demission lic on the the table until
next meeting, which was appointed to be
held at Woodstock on the third Wednesday

afternoon, and in the ineantime the congre-
gution of Glassville and Ilorenceville be
summoned to appear for its interests at said
meeting. and that the Clerk take due mea-
stres to notify the said congregation.

Presbytery of Halifax,

This Presbytery met in Poplar Grove
Church, Halifax, on Tuesday, 20th Dec.,
at 2 v. M., and continued its sittings till
Wednesday night, 10 o'clock. The atten-
aance was larger than usual. The Clerk
stated that the regular meeting of the Pres-
bytery of Truro would not rake place till
the first Tuesday of February, and that the”
call from Newport to Rev. J. D. Mec-
Gillivray, would not be taken up till then.
The Preshytery agreed unanimously, to
ask the Moderator of the Presbytery of
‘T'ruro to call a pro re nata meeting as carly
as convenient, to deal with the call—Rev.
D. 8. Gordon declined the call to Phila-
delphia. The Presbytery recorded their
gratification at his decision.

‘T'he principal business before the Preshy-
tery was the complaint against the Session
of St. John’s Church, Windsor, for admit-
ting to church fellowship, a woman who is
married to the husband of her aeceased half-
sister.  Messrs. Blanchard and Goundge ap-
pearad as Commissioners to answer for the
Session.  Mr. Blanchard explained very
fully the peenliar circumstauces of the case,
vhich led the Session to act as it had done.
Mr. Goudge concurred in the <tatements:
made by Mr. Blanchard. The matter was
then discussed bv the following members of
Preshytery : — Rev. Messrs.  MeGregor,
Amnand, McKnight, Murdech, Meclean,
Dr. King, Garvie, Sedgewecik, Falconer,
Stuart, Forrest, Murray, Webster. The
following motion was moved by the Rev.
R. Scdgwick, and seconded by Rev. R.
Glendinning :—

“Find that the allezation in the memo-
rial, that 2 woman hving as the wife ot a
man who had been previously married to
her half-sister, now dececased, has been re-
ceived into the fellowship of the Church by
the Session of Windsor, has been admitted
as a fact: Find that marrinze with the
husband of a deceased sister (for the Bible
does nat recognize the distinction of a half-
sister) is contrary to the authority of the
Confession of Fauth ; and instruct the Scs-
sion of St. John’s Church, Windsor, to
proceed in the matter according to the laws
of the Church.”

Professor McKnight moved the following
resolution which was scconded :—

“Find, thatin admitting a woman to
sealing ordinances, who is married to the
husband of her deccased half sister, the
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Session of Windsor have acted in violation
of the law of the Church, as laid down in
the Confession of Faith ; but, inasmuch, as
some members of Presbytery have con-
siderable sympathy with the reasons urged
by the Sesson in defence of their action,
and others had been led to entertain grave
doubts as to whether the doctrine of the
Confession on this point is fully borne out
by the Word of God, the Presbytery resolve
to sist procedure in the meantime, and re-
fer to Synod for their advice and decision
on two puints, viz.: 1. Whether the disere-
tion allowed to Sessions in administering
the laws of the Church may not be so far
extended asto permit the admission to
membership of parties living in marriage
within the prohibited degrees of affinity
when the marriage took place many years
ago, when the parties do not believe that
there is anything improper in the con-
nexion, and when public attention is not
particalarly direct¢d to the case, so that it
cannot be said to create scandal: and 2.
Whether there may not be reason for the
Synod to reconsider the question of pro-
hibited degrees of aflinity, with a view to
re-affirming or altering the oresent law of
the Church as they may see caunse.”

Professor McKunight’s resolution was
carried by & majority of twelve to seven.
The matter will accordingly go to Synod.
The Presbytery adjourned to meet in Pop-
lar Grove Church, on the sccond Tuesday
of Febrnary, at 2 p. 3.

Presbyterial “isitation at Florence-
ville apd Glassville.

The Presbytery of St. John at a late
meeting appointed a deputation to visit
this remote congregation which is under
the pastoral care of the Rev. Samuel Ber-
nard. The visitation at Florenceville was
held on Wednesday the 16th November,
both deputies of Presbytery being present.
After a sermon by Mr. Burgess, the ques-
tions put were answered as follows :

‘The pastor says that he endeavors to
preach the Gospel faithfully ; he visits the
congregation ministerially once a year; he
visits the afflicted as attentively as possi-
ble; he attends Chureh courts as far as his
circumstances admit. He preaches in this
section on alternate Sabbaths, in the morn-
ing in their own Church at Greenfield, and
in the cvening in the Congregational
Church at Florenceville; the average at-
tendance is forty or fifty; only four com-
municants in this section,~~two were added
since his settlement ; there are some two or
three others whom he expected to jnin the
Cliurch and-to whom he has spoken por-
sonally on the matter, but they have not
yet; tried to keep up o Sabbath School,
hut its continnance has been very irregular

as no superintendent counld be had when he
was absent; want of will is the cause of
this rather than the want of ability ; there
is no prayer meeting,—no onec in this
section will engage in public prayer; a few
families keep family worship, but his con-
viction is that it is irregularly kept up;
about twelve families are in this section;
parents do not take much pains in the
religious training of their children ; only
one copy of the JRecord is taken heie ; three
or four were taken, but the parents said
their families took no interest in it, and so
the subscription dropped ; but a few dollars
were given to missions last year; very few
of the people bring Bibles or prayer-books
to public worship; there was a deficieny
supply of Bibles, which he endeavored to
meet as far as the demand went, and even
beyond the demand; S146 was promised
towards his support anuually, cannot tell
how much was paid or how much is due,
kept no regular account; all that are real
Preshyterians have paid what they pro-
mised most punctually.

Hugh MceCain, one of the collectors,
being present was interrogated as to the
financial state of the congregation.

He does not know how much is collected
for the pastor ; subscriptions are understood
to be paid half yearly, but they are paid
very irregularly, owing partly to inability
and parily to indifference; only one sub-
scription as high as S10 per annum; a
good many are in arrears, some have not
paid since the commencement ; still keep to
the original list, some on that list dead,
and some gone away, some new families,
but they have never been called upon for
anything; few young men, independent of
heads of families, can pay anything.

The deputics then addressed the congre-
gation. The advantage of keeping up a
prayer meeting and Sabbath school in this
seetion was dwelt upon, especially the hold-
ing a-prayer-meeting on the Sabbaths the
pastor is absent; the improvement of
psalinody, and the duty of all to sing, were
urged ; the systematic support of the Lord’s
cause in & liberal manner was put before
them as plainly and as forcibly as the
deputies knew how ; the necessity of beuter
organization in financial affairs was com-
mented on and some directions were given
as to how that could be remedied; and
finally the deputies recommended that then
and there a Co umittec of Management
should be appointed. This last recom-
mendation was at once carried out, four
men including the collector that was pre-
sent were named, and all four stood up
and promiscd to act.

Florenceville is a field that presented
peculiar difficulties. Until the last few
years Presbyterianism was entively an-
knownin the place. . It may surprise some
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to know that o man who was brought up a ‘

P’resbyterian long ago has affirmed in the
pastor’s presence that Presbyterianism no
longer exists,—that it is defunet, Mr.
Bernard’s position is moreover a frontier
position in the Church. Our orother has
laboured there with a zeal and carnestness
and ability and stern faithfulness that do
us honor, as well as forward the interests
of the Church of Christ, and the result of
such labours cannot be doubtful. Among
other things an increased respect is now
paid to the Sabbath to an extent that those
who witnessed former scenes would hardly
believe.
GLASVILLE.

The visitation at Glassville was held on
the morning of Saturday the 19th Nov.
One of the deputies having left to attend
to another Presbyterial appointment, the
remaining one had to do the work here
alone.

Rev. S. Bernard’s, the pastor’s, answers
were substantially the same as those given
at Greenficld.

The Elders answered that they do not
visit, advise and pray with the families of
their districts ; that they do watch over the
members carcfully ; they are attentive in
visiting the afflicted ; they attend meetings
of Session conscientiously and other Church
courts as appointed ; they attend and take
part in prayer-meetings.

The following amounts were given to
the schemes of the Church during the last
year, to Foreign Mission, S11—Supple-
ruent Fund, $8—to Synod Fund, S6—to
Yducational Fund, $2; the ordinance of
praise is pretty generally observed; the
state of religion is not such as they could
wish, but there is some advance, at least in
the observance of the Sabbath ; the affairs
of the congregation are transacted by
managers. The Communion is observed
annually ; onc was added on last occasion ;
some five or six arc expected to join at an
carly day ; family religion is attended to
by some with considerable care, by some
not at all; preaching here on alternate
Sabbaths ; prayer-meetings arc held for the
most part now on the Sabbath that the
pastor is absent, but not very well attend-
ed; there is one Sabath-school with three
teachers and an average attendance of from
20 to 25 scholars.

The managers answered that the sub-
scription list this year amounts to $136.50;
that there are arrears of the three previous
years amounting to $118.94, a small part
of which they expect to get; the subscrip-
tions are paid quarterly in some cases, in
others at such times as the managers think
most convenient to get money ; the highest
subscription is $5 per annum ; there sre 64
coatribating families.

The deputy then addressed those pre-
sent on the state of matters thus manifest-
ed. He commended the pastor’s diligence,
energy and faithfulness ; he was not satis-
fied that $5 was the highest annual sub-
scription ; he admitted that the settlement
was new and consequently money was
searce, but thought that a higher degree of
liberality ought to be aimed at now, and
pointed out that an average of a fraction
over two dollars per annum per family
was_an exceedingly low average, one that
for their own credit they should not allow
to continue.

Donation Visit.

The congregation of Economy and Five
Islands, lately paid their pastor, Rev. Jas.
McG. McKay, a visit, and presented him
with $88.00 in cash, and other articles
to the value of $62.00, making together
$150.00. In addition *to the above, the
young people of Five Islands presented him
with a sett of Silver-mounted Harness. Not
the least pleasing feature in these tokens of
goodwill, was that other denominations
took an active part in them. Such acts of
liberality deserve to be recommended, espe-
cially when they are not intended to be a
set off to old arrears.

Tur Call from the Congregation of
Chatham to Rev. Robert Wilson has been
cordial and unanimous. Mr. Wilson has
accepted and is being scttled with every
prospect of great uscfulness. May the
Spirit of the Lord greatly bless his minis-
terial labours in that interesting and im-
portant field.

AT the last meeting of the King’s County
Ministerial Association fourtecen ministers
of the Gospel were present, and the subject
of Sabbath desecration considered. The
meetings of this body are increasing in
interest.

Rev. C. Chiniguy.

‘We have received a letter from Mr.
Chiniquy dated Dec. 2nd, acknowledging
receipt of a gold draft for $30—another of
$140 has since been sent—and setting forth
the need of turther aid in rebuilding their
church and educational buildings. Being
unable to get room for it in the Record for
this month we can do no more than com-
mend the object td the liberality of our
people, who so far, have never failed to
resgmd to his appeals,

he loss by fire of these buildings at the
approach of winter was & great calamity,
and the sufferers, more especially if the fires
were caused hy incendiaries, are entitled to
sympathy and aid.
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When these are rebuilt however and re-
occupicd, we have no doubt that the prin-
ciples of sclfreliance, exertion and inde-
pendence will be required to be inculeated
and drawn out to a greater extent. A
Chvistian people may be both young and
poor, but the sooner they are taught to as-
sume the burthen of their new position the
better for themselves and for all connected
with them.

Meanwhile the call for aid seems very
urgent, and we believe will be responded
to in a generous spirit. 'We have had a
heritage of privilege bequeathed to us by
those who purchased the same by tears and
blood. Xt is reasonable amd brotherly to
give active aid to those who are now made
to feel the sting of persccution from those
who can no longer wield the sword or nse
the faggot.

Rev. K. J. Grant

Has with his family safely avrrived in
Trinidad, welcomed at Port au Spain by
Rev. Mr. Brodie, and at San Fernando by
Pev. Messrs. Lambert and Morton. Mr.
(iraunt states that they had a comfortable
passage and experienced nothing but kind-
ness since thev left our shores. For the
present Mr. Grant will remain at San Fer-
nando from which he can bave access to a
large number of Coolies.

Sabbath School Liessons.

A series of Sabbath School Lessons has
been prepared by the Synod’s Committee,
and is now for sale at 50 cents per 100.
Orders to be sent to the Preshyterian
Witness office. Notes on these Lessons
will be furnished from month to month in
the Record.

Funds.

The Charch requires funds for the fol-
lowing objects : 1. Home Missions; 2. Fo-
reign Missions ; 3.-Supplementing of weak
congregations; 4. Colleges; 5. Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund; 6. Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund.

The Library. .

In the December Record we*explained
the necessities of the College Library, and
appealed for help. The response so fur is
very limited indeed; still a beginning has
been made, and we look forward to the
pleasure of, ncknowledgipg numgrous dona-

. tions of money and of bookss, The Pe- |
~PresbyterisniChurch has.offeredhis sarvices

" cember number of the Canada Record

acknowledges upwards of $800 for Knox
College Library. ,

Rev. John Forrest acknowledges the
following : Mr. A. Patterson, Kennetcook,
83; Rev. A. B. Dickie, 81. Mr. Henry
Waddell, 2 vols.; Dr. Honeyman, 1 vol.;
Robert Murray, 6 vols.

Circulation of the Record.

There are still very many families be-
longing tc our Church who do not read the
Home and Foreign Record, and to whom it
would be a very great advantage to read it.
How shall these families be reached ? Min-
isters must mainly be relied upon. Their
influence is very great in their own congre-
gations and in preaching stations; we res-
pectfully ask them to exert this influence
in the way that will appear most judicious
and effective. The burdens of ministers
are so numerous and heavy that others
should help them whenever possible. In
the matter of circulating the Record a great
deal can be done by Elders, Collectors, and
Sabbath-school Teachers. We desire to
enlist the aid of such agents in order that
our Record shall more fully accomplish its
mission, by making every one conneccted
with the Church well acquainted with the
Church’s operations both at home and
abroad.

‘Week of Prayer.

We hope that in all our congregations
special prayer will be offered up for an out-
pouring of the Hely Spirit on our charches.
Prayer for this object is never unseason-
able, but it is peculiarly appropriate now
when all Evangelical Churches thronghout
the world are similarly- engaged.

Burns Memorial.

Our sister churchin the Upper Provinces
is engaged in raising & Memorial of the late
venerable -Dr. Robert Burps.  The me-
morial will consist of & Professorial Chair
endowed in Knox College, and 2 monument
over the Dr’s. remains. Thousands of
dollars have already been raised.

chrfzi,gn. Missionary. ’
.0ng, of: the Licontiates of,.the-Canada
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as & missionary to cither China or India.
His nameis G. L. McKay. The Board
cannot aceept his services for ecither of the
fields named, but they will submit the mat-
ter to the General Assembly.

Union in Scotland.

The opposition to Union continues,on the
part of a minority of the Free Church.
The Presbyteries of Glasgow and Ldin-
burgh have adopted deliverances in favour
of Union by considerable majorities. Other
Presbyteries have gone in the same direc-
tion with increasing majoritics. Still the
minority 1s so able and earnest that the
probability is that union will be postponed
at least for & year or two. Professors Me-
Gregor and Swmeaton, Dr. Begz, Dr.
Gibson, Mr. Moody Stuart, Dr. Forbes and
Mr. Nixon are the champions of the Auti-
Union movement. On the other side are
Drs. Candlish, Buchanan, Rainy, Blaikie,
McLachlan, Duff, Arnot, C. J. Brown and
other influential men.

Patronage.

‘There is an influential section of the
Established Church of Scotland anxious to
get rid of their old trouble, Patronage.
They believe that should this grievance be
got rid of a large number of ¥ree Church
people would return to the Establishment.
It is likely that some would return. But
by far the larger number of Free Church-
men regard spiritual independence as the all
important matter.  Patronage might be
abolished, and the church might still be held
uader bondage to the Civil Courts. There
does not however appear to be much
prospect of the movement for the abolition
of Patronage meeting with success.

Church of England.

Mr. Mackonochie, a rank Puseyite, has
been suspended for three months from the
exercise of the ministry by the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, for con-
ducting worship in Roman Catholic style
in St. Alban’s Church, London. This is
mere trifling with a most perilous heresy.
Mr. Mackonochie isa thoroughgoing Pa-
pist, and he and his confreres ought to be
€éxpelled from the Pulpits of a traly Pro-
testant Church.

United Presbyterians.

The Foreign Mission Board still adver-
tize for six or more Foreign Mission-
aries.—On the second Sabbath of each
mounth special prayer is offered for the suc-
cess of Foreign Missions.—~The children

- are engaged in raising :£1200 for & Mission

Church and other Orphanage premises at
Jeypore.

Free Church.

By the death of Mrs. Thompson, of
Banchory, Scotland, an endowment of
.~£30:h00 has been secured for the Free
Church College in Aberdeen. The Free
Church has three theological seminarics—
one at Edinburgh, another at Aberdeen,
and a third in Glasgow—and they are all
now well endowed.—

FruitsTof Missions.

A hundred missionaries, chiefly Ameri-
can, are labouring among the Copts of
Egypt, the Jews of Palestine, the Arme-
nions of the Turkish Empire, and the Nes-
torians of Persia. A hundred more frem
all conntries occupy the ports of China and
Siam. Five hundred aud sixty labour in
the provinces of Indiu and the Island of
Ceylon ; in Madagascar and South Africa
thevre are nearly three hundred; one hun-
dred and thirty occupy the slave countries
around the Gulf of Guinen; and two hun-
dred and twenty work for the kindred peo-
ple in the West Indies. The Indian tribes
in North America have a hundred and five
missionaries ; two hundred more instruct
the tribes of Polynesia. Nevertheless, com-
pared with the attention which they com-
pel, and the power which they exercise,
these missions occupy # trifling space in
the world. ‘Their chief actors are a hand-
ful of men ; their operations are limited;
their friends ave few. Their agencies may
be set down as follows : Number of soci-
aties in Europe and America, 50; total
number of European and American mis-
sionaries, 2033 ; total annual expenditure,
$5,000,000; church members, 278,000 ; no-
minal Christians, young and old, 1,350,000.
And by these the[gospel is taught, and
Christian work is carried on, in four thou-
sand centres of usefulnass outside the lim-
its of Christendom.

Baptism of a Spanish Jew.

A United Presbytevian missionary in
Cadiz gives an_interesting account of the
conversion and baptism of a very able and
honest Jew, Mr. Tolledano.. The follow-
ing statement was made by the convert on
the occasion of his baptism :—

“Who can fathom the futare? The
mysterious purposcs of the Lord are hid
from our view, and, when revealed, we mar-
vel at His providence! Thus it is that,
had X been told in times past Jesus of Naz-
areth, so frequently blasphemed, would be-
come the hope of my heart and the sug-.
port of my soal, I should have thought
It)!lxe man demented, or the thing impossi-

€. ]
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“ Born of Hebrew parents, and educated
according to the rites of their religion, I
only knew the name of Jesus to despise 1t ;
but, thanks to the merey of the Lord, who
by degrees showed me that the Hope of
Israel was alrcady come, and that the ex-
pectation of his advent, still cherished by
my brethren, the Jews, is vain. God em-
ploys very simple means to accomplish
what, in my cunception, are the miracles of
now-a-days. He employed various instru-
ments, those of my friends, in particular—
who, converted themselves, or still undeci-
ded, used to converse with me regarding
the Desire of all nations.

“Many and long were the discussions
we had; and though at first they only
served as a pastime, I came cre long to feel
a lively interest in them which touched the
depths of my heart. Three years (from
1862 to 1865) passed in doubts, hesitations
and contlicts, till, by the assiduous perusal
of the New Testament, I saw the doubts I
still had respecting the religion of the Cra-
cified disappear. Ever sincc I felt myself
a member of the body of Christ, and
longed to be likewise a member of the visi-
ble Church; and to-day I give hearty
thanks to the God of my fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, for the knowledge
of the truth, and for the strength I derive
from Christ to make this con%ession, and
thereby unite myself eternally to the body
of the faithful, whose Head is Christ Him-
self. Amen.”

. He had endured long and keen persecu-
tions.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS, &c.

The Treasurer acknowledges receigt of the
following sums during the past moxnth:—

. FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Onslow Cong., per Rev, J. H. Chase. .$40 00
H(a):well Ladies’ Society for Mrs.
seddie’s Orphan School........... 16 00
Stewiacke collection at Bfr. Grant’s visit 12 0
Mr, James Henry Salisbury, N. B., per

Rev. J. D, Murray.ocoveeveeecenses 100
Sheet Harbotr vievvsserienosecceess 600
J. A. Fraser, Linacy, E. R., Pictou.... 2 00
Al;ﬁ;wn and Tignish, per B. Rogers, 66 67

R LR R PR R R R R XY (]
A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth... ... 10 00.
Sherbrooke Congregation............ 50 00
Summerside. .. .ciiaeniaas euae 00
CLOt16. e it iii et aneanee. oo 24 00 64 00
Knox Chitrch, Pictou. .o eeozne’ore.o. 10 00
Pisarinco, xPex-]{ev. S.Houston........ ‘2 04
Brackley gsn(zlt,gh‘}i.ﬂolum 945
J. R—my " etown, per M. |
T A i

, Archi r Rev. J. Thompson
JohnHog% 'pe“ e 2 50
Adam McKean, Rogers Hill, ¢ 100
Dr. Dawson, Montreal..... .. eeen. 20 00

. Quoddy,

8 712 (; DK PSR

. * DAYSPRING.”

Onslow Congregation. .........
Prince Street Church, Pictou. ..
A. Campbell, Esq.. Dartmouth.

Knox Church, Pictou........... ... 25 00
Gordon McKean, per Rev. J.
McLean........... e 80 25
Murray, Renssallzer & Wendell
McLean, 25 cents each....... 075 100
Calvin Chureh, St. John, per Rev. S.
Houston, oo ovvieerur vvvennnsn vees 25 00
Hermon Ch. S. S., Dalhousie, Rev. G.
Roddick....ovviinienrniecineannas 3 35

A Friend, per Miss Mitchell, Gottingen
Street........ Cireieeriieeienanees 2

A Lady, per Rev. J. Thompson. ......

Sabbath School of St. Joseph Stroet,
Montreal, per D. Torrance Fraset.... 20 48

HOME MISSIONS.

Onslow Congregation, ..eo.oevuveua
Bedford, per P.” Smith......... Ceness
Golden ‘Grove Section of Rev. J. K.
Beairsto’s Congegation. ......... .
Quoddy, {Sheet Harbor Con).........
Maitland Juvenile Missionary Society. 20 21
J. A. Fraser, Linacy, E. R., Pictou.... 100
Alberton and Tignish.....coooovvv.. 66 67
Middle River, C. B., per Rev. K.

McKenzie...ovoiveiine co vun ceeee 720
A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth....... 7 00
Summerside. ..... Ceeiee sseanan %8 16
)0 A 5 67 13 83
Knox Ch, Pictou, and Carriboo River.. 30 00
Anonymous, per Rev. Mr. Millen...... 3 06

Jerusalem, for Mr. Nelson’s services... 2 04

BrackleyPoint.......coooiiiiian.. .11 03
J. R——, Esq., Charlottetown, per Mr.
JoSeott. v iiie ittt aaane 0 83

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.
Colonial Committee of Free Church,

Scotland. v vvieeriroinaiianns o oes
OnsloW. ¢ vevieanernannnns eeraeaes 22 00
Bedeque, P. E. L..oooiin viiiiieesa 12 00
J. A. Fraser, Linacy........ W eeeese. 100
Whycocomsah.......... [N 15 20
A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth....... 3 00
Sumnmerside. oo v tineierioeaians 00

8
Knox Ch., Pictou, and Cariboo River.. 31 22
Rev. Mr. Millen'’s Congregation. ..... .120 60

Truro........ e etecen eseveseasans 00 00
M. A. Patterson, Kennetcook....... .. 600
Shubenacadie, per Rev. J. Mc-
Lean..cooenvee viieinne vuen -$2 14
Wickwire........ eanene oo 400
Lower Stewicke............... 385
Gay's River....cuvveenivennss . 7251734
Brookfield Section of Rev. J. D. Mec-
Gilvray’s Con .. 600

B esvvancsosssoses
R. G. Rutherford, Middle Stewiacke... 1 00
Prince Street Cong., Pictou........v.., 54 19
John Hogg, per Rev. J. Thompson.... 2 50
A Lady, ¢ e e 200

EDUCATION,

‘Opslow Congregation......... verveae 2475
(Steet Harbor-Con).........” 418
Prince Street Cong., Picton, . ........ 34 42

. A. Fraser, Linacy, E. R, Picton.... I 00
A. Campbell; Esq;y outh....... 700
Summerside, .. .voei3ie coe. ... $10 00

6 00 18 00
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Knox Ch., Pictou, and Cariboo River.. 22 60
A Lady, per Rev. J Thompson....... 2 00
Calvin Church, St. Jobn, per Rev. S.
Houston............ vovennnns ... 40 00
SYNOD FUND.

A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth....... 200
Rev. Mr. Millen’s Cong..........ooi. 515
ACADIA MISSION.

Onslow Congregation..........oee. 10 00
Earltown-—part of Thanksgiving col.. 4 00
Hopewell, do.ooooiiviiiiiivnennnt. 8 00
Member of Dartmouth P. Church..... 4 0
Princetown Congregation, 1. E. I..... 15 25
A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth....... 3 00
West River, Pictou, Mr. Roddick. ..... 14 52

FOR REBUILDING OF CHURCH AND COLLEGE
AT ST. ANNES, KANKAKEE.

John Dickson, Onslow..... .........
John James Dickson, d9............ .
Thanksgiving collection, Tatamagouche,

per Rev. T Sedgwick. ...... Ceesens 17 00
Do. from 2nd Cong. Maitland and Noel,

(Mr. Currie)e. vy vvvieineennnnn ... 27 46
Rev. Johu J. Baxter and family thank-

offering. ......oiiiiiiiiiliiiaa, 6 00
Colicction in Bridgewater congregation 23 00
A. Campbell, Esq., Dartmouth.... .. 6 00
S. 8. Scholar, Poplar Grove...... .. 100
Part of Larltown ThanksgivingCol... 5 40
Walter Murray, Earltown....... .... 100
Mrs. Jas. D. McGregor, New Glasgow 5 00
A Friend,do......0ccoeeveiiinnnnn. 40

Thanksgiving, West River. Rev. Mr.
Roddick. .... e 0 00
James Rae, Elder................... 112
A. Patterson, Fennetcook............ 4 00
Scotia Royal Orange Lodge, Elmsdale. 25 00
C. D. Hunter, Esq......c.cceiennn, 5 00

Dr. Smith’s Congregation:
Collected by Miss Ruchel Tupper

and Maggie Smith.......... $16 07
Collected by Miss Sarah Cox, on
south side of the river ....... 0 62

Ladies  Sewing Circle, Goshen
and Meadowvale. .. ... 600

Mr. John Campbell............. 1 00 23 69

Mrs. Sprott, widow of Rev. Jonn Sprott 4 00

Col. by Miss Flora McLellan, Chalmer's
Church, HalifaX. .. .ooovvvvveenn..

Rebecea J. Little, Onslow............ 3 00

Sm’l Archibald, per Rev. J. Thompsor 2 50
Collected by a few friends. do.. ...... 1 50
Colleeted by Graham Gammell. ...
Mabout ©
. Collected by Miss Adelaide McKeen. 20 00
L P .

Dr. Suiith’s Crig., addl.:
300
u ’

 The “Treasurer ‘of , the , Aged_and. Infirm
Ministers' Fand, acknowledges -the receipt of

the following sums:—

Rev. Dr. Roy..oovennnnn eeees ve..-.$40 00

+ ¢ George Patterson............... 40 00
s JohrrzgStewart..............‘.., 20 @0

“ R.J. Grant. peeeveeeenineeesees 20 00
“ Dr. King......... tesecscassess 20 00
PG MCGIogot.eeeens vruennns 20 00

A Glendinning. .. 2000

a. %, Adlan Bimpson... ..

~

Rev. M. G. Henry.oovonevinninnnses . 20 00
“ W, Thorbuin ..vvevvniinnans .. 25 00
“ A. B. Dickic....ovvvnirnina... 20 00
* Joseph Hogg . voovvvnvnnenn.. .20 00
¢ J.B.Logan ... veven. ceeeens 2000
OB Annand....eeee reenes 40 00
* A. McKnight
“E. A McCurdy......... [UPR 25 00

Bridgewater............ [N . 400

Alriend....... coiiiiiiiiiin . 200

$416 00

Received throngh Mr, George Hattie, Pictous
1 box of goods for Foreign Missions, from
congregation of Bedeque, value not given.
7% yards Homespun, value $2.62, from Mrs.
Peter Dinwoodie, Scotsburn, Pictou, for
Aneiteum dissionories.

P. G. McG.

PAYMENTS FOR H. & ¥. RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:—
Mr. H. E. McKay, Princetown, P.E.[..$10 00
“  Saml. Johnston, Upper Stewiacke. 20 50

** John Scott, Charlottetown........ 2 00
‘- James McDonald, Piedmont...... 4 00
‘* H. Smith, Newport....... veeseee 900

M. A. McCurdy, Esq., Clifton........ 3 00

Mr. Jas. W. Patten, Merigomish...... 5 50
“ Jas. McCallum, Brackley Point,

P.E Island........c.ooooeene, 00
“ Ysaac S. Murray, Margaree....... 3 00
1871.

Mr. Thos. Proudfoot, Salt Springs..... $3 50
“ J. G. McLellan, Selmah.......... 4 00
* Thomson, Student............... 150

Rev. A. Glendinning, Gore........... 10 00

David Freizo, Esq., Maitland......... 5 00

Mr. Geo. F. Johnson, Upper Stewiacke 1 00
¢ J. N. Crowe, Trure........ [ 100
“ Qsmond O Brien, Noel. .. ..

Rev. J. Fraser, Boularderie
Mvr. Danl. Hattie, Caledonia. ........
* D. 8. Blair, Fredericton.. .......
¢ Alex. GmntLF.ast River..........
‘¢ Alex. Archibald, Glenelg....... . 10 00
Rev. Jas. Ross, Grand River, C. B.... 5 50
Rev. J. D. McGillivray, Brookfield ... 12 50
Halifax. .oeveieniiiiiiiiiinanena, 0 50

.
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THe HomE AND FoReiGN Rpcorp is
under the control of 2. Committee of Synod;
randiis published at Halifax ,by: Mr, JAuEs
' BABNES. W .
. . TERMS. | .
Single copies, 60 cents (3s,)each. ;Any one
lrsmiténg‘ ne Dollsr will be en h’ed{;fo,"a
,si&g}e‘ copy for two'years. " R

tvs, copies and upwards, to one addrees

+50,cents (24. 6d0) perdopy.” ~ T
. o For gvery ten eopies ordered to one address
an additional ‘copy will bé sent fie.,, .
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... These terms are sa low, that the Cominittes
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