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PROCEAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Haminron, Esquire,
K. B. HamiLTon. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the

(L.S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

‘WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the Fifteenth
day of August instant: And whereas I think fit to Prorogue the said General Assembly until Mon-
day the Seventeenth day of October next ensuing: _I"do therefore, by this my Proclamation, further
Prorogue the said General Assembly until Monday, the Seventeenth day of October next; of which
all persons concerned are required and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves
accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island, the Thirteenth
day of August, One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Year of Her
Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency's Command,
JAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.



PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker Bainuie Hamivron, Esquire,
K. B. HamLron. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
(L. S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

‘W HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the Seventeenth
day of October instant: And whereas I think fit to Prorogue the said General Assembly until
Wednesday, the Thirtieth day of November next ensuing: 1do therefore, by this my Proclamation,
further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Wednesday, the Thirtieth day of November next;
of which all persons concerned are required and eommanded to, take due notice and govern them-
selves accordingly. ‘

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John's, in the aforesaid Island, the Tenth day
of October, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
three, and in the Seventeenth Year of Her Majesty’s
Reign.

By His  Excellency's Command,
CHRISTOPHER AYRE,

Actizg Secretary.



PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker Barue H amiLton, Esquire,
K. B. Hamiton. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
(L.S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

WIIEREAS the General Aszembly of this island stands Prorogued nntil Wednesday, the Thirtieth
day of November instant:  Aad wheieas 1 think fit further to Prorogue the said General Assembly
natil Tussiday, the Chirty-first day of January next ensning: [ do therefore, by this my Proclama-
tion, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday, the Thirty-first day of January next,
then to meet for the despatch of busin:s: aad of which all persoas concerned are required and
commanded to take due notice and govern themselvés accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island, this Twenty-
fifth day of November, One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Year
of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command, .
CHRISTOPHER AYRE,
Acting Secretary.
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Second Sesston, Fifth General Assembly, 17th Victoria.

i

Tuesday, 3lst January, 1854.

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the Colonial Legislature,

At half-past One of the clock, ». ., the House met,

House meets,

~ Bresent :

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant, Members present.
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At Two of the clock, e.m., His Excellency the Governor having arrived at

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.

JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD. .
CHARLES F. BENNETT.

LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

THOMAS JOB.

JAMES J. GRIEVE,

Governor arrives at the

the Council Chamber, and heing seated on the Throne, the Honourable the Presi-  ¢°uncil Chamber.
dent of the Council commanded the Serjeant-at-Arms attendant on the Council, to
go to the Commons’ House of Assembly, and inform the Members that it was His The Asembly sumimon-

Excellency’s pleasure that they do forthwith attend at the Bar of this House ; and

ed to attend him.

they being come thereto, His Excellency was pleased to open the present Session:
by a gracious Speech to both Houses, of which the followingis a copy i~
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SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17t CF VICTORIA.

e e — —

HisExcellenoy’s Speech.

Myr. President and Gentlemen of Her Majesty's Council :—
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, :—

The duty of addressing you on your again meeting for the dispatch of public
business devolves upon me under circumstances which, while they demand our
hearty acknowledgments to Almighty God for mercies bestowed and calamities
averted, are not without alloy. While other countries have heen sovely visited
we have mercifully enjoyed health and tranquillity : on the other hand, a renewed
visitation with unmitigated severity of the potato diseasein all parts of the Island,
and the failure of the Fishery in many localities, have been followed by great dis-
tress among a large portion of our labouring population.

In closing the last Session of the Legislature, 1 expressed the hope that it
would not be necessary for me, on our re-assembling, to make a further appeal to
your liberality on bebalf of the labouring population ; but the great and continued
prevalence of distress arising from the causes to which I have adverted, aggrava-
ted moreover by the failure of the Electric Telegraph Company, rendered abso-
Jutely necessary the advance of a large amount in excess of the grant for the
relief of the poor. 1 shall cause to be laid before you the details of this extra
expenditure ; and I rely upon vour indemnifying me for an outlay, under all the
circumstances of it, so unavoidable.

I am glad to be enabled to inform you that the Revenue has exceeded the
estimate made of its probable amount.

I shall direct to be laid before you Copies of Despatches on several matters
which formed the subject of addresses passed during the last Session. From one
of them you will learn that Her Majesty’s Government declined to guarantee the
repayment of the loan of £50,000 requested by you for the construction of Main
Lines of Road.

I have the satisfaction of being able to inform you, in reply to your Address
on the subject, that Her Majesty’s Government will carefully maintain our Rights
of Fishery consistently with a faithful observance of the Treaties with Foreign
Powers. )

T'o every country is assigned by Providence its peculiar productions, which
may I interchanged among men for their mutual benefit.  Although the Climate
of this Colony is such that no available product is raised from the soil for export,
yet we are more than compensated by the advantageous position of our shores for
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the prosecution of a valuable Fishery. From the Reports which 1 shall transmit
to you, you will perceive that the object of the grant of the last Session, for the
protection of the Fisheries from external interruption, has been carried out with
energy, and, to the extent of the means afforded, with success. Upon the prospe-
rity of our Fisheries the general welfare entirely depends ; and it cannot, therefore,
be superfluous to urge upon you the essential importance of guarding them not
only against encroachment from without, but against the no less serious detriments
to them resulting from the sale of bait by our own people on the Southern coasts,
to our great rivals. 1 commend, therefore, to your consideration, the adoption of
such legislative enactment, within the legitimate scope of the functions of the
Local Legislature, as will check, or greatly restrict, this mischievous traffic. To
enforce the provisions of the law in this respect, as well as to protect our River
Salmon Fisheries on the West Coast, | recommend you to place at the disposal of
the Executive adequate means for the maintenance of an efficient Coast Guard
during the ensuing Fishery season. A Naval Officer will be detached to the West
Coast for this last-mentioned service by the Vice-Admiral commanding on the
Station, who bhas invited the co-operation of this Government.

In connection with the subject of the Fisheries, 1 would further submit for
your consideration the expediency of reviving, in whole orin part, the Act for the
Inspection of Pickled Fish, which has recently expired. ' ‘

Myr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :—
The Financial statements and estimates for the ensuing year shall be laid
‘before you without delay.

In. consequence of the omission to provide means for defraying the expendi-
ture contemplated by the Road Act of last Session, and owing to the unavoidable
necessity of exceeding the appropriation for the relief of the necessitous, the Reve-.
nue has been quite inadequate to cover the total expenditure of the'year. To.
supply the deficiency it will be necessary, duringithe present Session, to authorise
‘the raising of a further sum by loan on the eredit of the Colony ; whereby a
-considerable addition must'be' made to the already .large public debt.

‘1 deem the present opportunity, therefore, a fitting onefor calling your earnest
attention to the Financial conditioun of the Colony, and to its large and increasing
debt. To reduce this debt in accordance with -subsisting engagements, and to
-maintain the public credit in a sound and healthy:condition, I need hardly point
out to you the imperative necessity for discontinuing, or greatly curtailing, the
‘casual and extraordinary appropriations for services not included in the estimates.
-8everal of these services, as 'well .as'some of those heretofore -included in the esti..

B2 '
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mates, appear to me to be of so peculiarly local a character as to demonstrate
the reasonableness of their being made local burthens,

A disregard of economy, and a tendency to improvidence, can hardly fail to
flow from a system which makes the Public Reveuue the only fund from whence
is defrayed, without discrimination or exception, the expenditure for charges and

services purely local, which in other communities are provided for by local rates
and assessments.

This observation will apply with equal force to the expenditure for the relief
of the poor, which is defrayed entirely from the public chest; as well as to the
mode of dispensing it, which, with all the precautions that, under the present
system, can be observed, is still deficient in incentives to self-reliance on the part
of the able-bodied poor, and calculated rather to increase than to check pauperism.

I commend these matters ta your careful consideration, in the hope that you
may be able to devise remedies for what cannot but be regarded as growing evils.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of Her Majesty’s Council :
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly :

The Laws relating to Education and the Administration of Justice in the Out-
ports will again come uuder yonr revision. 1 shallbe happy to concur with youin
any well-considered enactments which you may adopt for the furtherance of objects
so important to the present and future well-being of all classes of the community.

The encouragement of Agriculture, with a due regard to the peculianties of
this soil and climate, but especially the introduction, breeding and rearing of Live
Stock of a superior kind, deserve your consideration. By this means the employ-
ments and interests of our increasing population will be diversified and augmented,
and the general good be advanced.

In fulfilment of the benevolent provisions of the Legislature, 1 have, during
the recess, had the gratification of laying the Foundation-stone of an Asylum for
the reception and curative treatment of Pauper Lunatics. Satisfactory progress
has been made in the construction of that portion of the building for which funds
were provided. The Report of the Commissioners I shall direct to be laid before
you: and 1 congratulate you on the near prospect of the completion of an Institu-
tion in which may be put in practice the most approved methods of ameliorating
the condition of this most unhappy class of our fellow-beings.

Through the mercy of Providence there has been no actual necessity, during
the past year, for putting the Quarantine Act in aperation, 1deem it right, never-
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theless, to impress upon you the importance of supplying any defects there may
be in the existing Laws for the removal of nuisances, and for enforcing general
cleanliness, so essential to the public health.

I will only further detain you in assuring you that upen the subjects to which
1 have called your attention, and on others which may be discussed in either

branch of the Legislature, Ishall he happy to facilitate to the utmost of my power

your labours for the promotion of the public good.

The House of Assembly having withdrawn, His Excellency was pleased te
retire.

A Copy of His Exceliency’s Speech having been left with the President, it
was read by the Clerk—aud

Ordered—That a Select Committee be appoiated to draft an Address to His
Excellency the Governor, in answer thereto—and

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs, JoB, Grieve and ArcuisaLp be a
Committee for that purpose.

Ordered—That the Speech be printed,

The Honourable Mr. Arcuisarp gives notice that on Friday next he will
move that a Select Committee be appointed to report on the Rules of the House.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Friday next, at
two o'clock. ‘

FRIDAY, 3rp FEBRUARY, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

FPresent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« E. M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Gencral,
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT. *
“ LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

« THOMAS B. JOB.

Select Committes to
draft Address to the
Governor in reply to bis
Speech.

Notice of motion for a
Commitiee on the Rules
of the House.

House adjourna.

House meets,

Members present.
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Select Committee report
draft of an Address to
the Governor, in reply
to his Speech.

Address read first time.

Notice of motion to suse
pend 37th rule of the
House.

Petition of Mr. Robert
Rodger read.

Notice of motion to ap-
point a Select Commit-
teeon printing and pubs
lishing the Debates of
the House.

Select Commitee ap.
‘pointed to repurt on
Rules of the House,

Notice of motion res
peciing the taking the
Chair of the Houss,

Houre adjournt

House meets.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. Jo, from the Committee appointed to prepare an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor in answer to his Speech at the opening of
the Session, presented a draft thereof.

Ordered—That the same be received.
The Address was then read a first'time, and
Ordered—That it be read a second time to-morrow.

The Honourable Mr. JoB gives notice that he will, to-morrow, move the
suspension of the 37th rule of the'House, with referenceto the said Address.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Crowpy, the Petition of Mr, Robert

‘Rodger, praying 'to be appointed the Reporter of this Heuse, was:read, and—

Ordered—To lie on the Table.

The Honourable Mr, Crowpy gives notice that he will, to-morrow, move
that a Select Committee be appuinted toreport on the Printing and Publishing the
Debates of this louse.

“‘Pursuvarit to notice, the ‘Honourable Mr. ArcmiBALD ‘moved that a Select
Committee 'be appointed to take ‘into consideration the :Rules and Regulations of
this House, and to report thereon—and

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. ArcuiBaLp, Noap and Tuomas be
a Committee for that purpose.

The Honourable Mr. Noap gives notice that to-morrow he will move that it
be an order of the House during the present Session, that the Chair be taken at
two o’clock precisely.

On motion made and seconded, ‘the House adjourned until two o’clock, r.u.
on Tuesday next. '

TUESDAY, 7t FEBRUARY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
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Ilis Excellency Ker Baiuie Haminton, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

Present:
The HMonourable JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Jos, the Petition of the Deputy .Clerk of
Council, praying that a Scale of Fees on Private Bills might be established in this
House, was read—and

Ordered—To be referred to the Select Committee on the Rules and Regula.
tions of this House.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. BeNnETT, the Petition of Mr. W, J. Ward, pray-
ing to be appointed Publisher of the Proceedings of this House, was read—and

Ordered—To lie on the Table.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable Mr. JoB moved that the 37th rule of the
llouse be suspended, with reference to the address. to.the Gavernor, in answer to
His Excellency’s Speech on the opening of the Session,—and

Ordered accordingly.

Pursuant to notice, and in the absence of the Honourable Mr. Crowdy, the
Honourable Mr. BExNeTT moved that a Select Comnnittee be appointed to. report
on the Printing and Publishing the Delntes of the House.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs, Crowpy, Bexnerr and Noap be
a Commitee for that purpose.

Pursuant to notice of the Honourable-Mr. Noabp, it was

Ordered—That during the present Session, unless otherwise ordered, the
Chair shall be taken by the senior member present, at two o'clock precisely ; and
that in case of there being no quorum at that hour, the Houge shall stasd adjourn-
ed to the same hour the fullowing day.

On motion made and seconded, the House adJourned until Fnda) next, at
two o'clock, 2.n.

Members present.

Petition of DeputyClerk
of Council—

and of W.J. Ward—
Read.

37th rule of ths House
suspended.

Select Committee ap-
pointed to report on the
Printing the Debates of
the House.

The Chair to be taken
at two o'clock precisely.

Houas adjourns.
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FRIDAY, 10ru FEBRUARY, 1854,

House meets. The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present :

Members present. The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

« JOSEPH NOAD.

« CHARLES F. BENNETT.

“ THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

SelectCommittee report The Honourable Mr. Crowpy, from the Select Committee appointed to re-

the Report d
;)':,bh,,‘;,mgeﬂ,"; ﬁ':ﬁc::d. port on the Reporting and Publishing the Proceedings of the House, reported as

iogs of the House. follows :—

The Select Committee on the Reporting and Publishing the Reports of the
House, beg leave to report that they are of opinion that it will be expedlent to
employ a Reporter during the present Session,

The Report.

That the only applicant for the Reportership, is Mr. Robert Rodger.
That the only application for Publishing is from Mr. W, J, Ward.

That the Committee recommend to the House to appoint these gentlemen
respectively.

That it is the opinion of the Committee that the Reporter and Publisher
should, each, be allowed Fifty Pounds Sterling.

(Signed) . JAMES CROWDY,
Chairman.

Commitiee Room,
oth February, 1854,

The Report having been read, it was

Ordered—That the Report be received and adopted, , ‘ :
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L4
Pursuant to the order of the day, the Address to the Governor, in auswer to
1lis Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session, was read a second time—
and the House went iuto Committee thereon ;

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumeil.

The Chairman reported the Address with some amendments,
Ordered —That the Report he received.

The Address, as amended, was thea read a third time and passed, and is as
follows :~—

To His Excellency Kca BaiLLie Hamiuron, Es-
quire, Gocernor and Commander-in-Chief in
and over the Island of Newfoundland and its
Dependencies, §c. §c.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council of Newfoundland,
in General Asggmnbly convened, heg leave respectfully to thank your Excellency

for the Speech with which you have been pleased to open the present Session of the
Legislature.

We concur with your Excellency that our humble and hearty acknowledg-
-ments to Almighty God are due for that measure of public health and tranquillity
-which has been graciously vouchsafed to this Colony during the past year; bless-
ings not wlthout their alloy from the distress which unhappily prevails in conse-

quence of the continuauce of the potato disease, and the partial fdllure of the
Fishery.

Owing to the causes stated by your Excellency, it was obviously necessary to
exceed the Grant made last Session for the relief of the poor, and we shall readily
concur in a measure to indemnify your Excellency for an outlay so unavoidable.

We are happy to learn that the Revenue has exceeded the estimate made of
its probable amount.

We thank your Excellency for your promise to lay before us copies of the
Despatches referred to by your Excellency ; and we heartily rejoice to find that
Her Majesty's Government will carefully maintain our rights of Fishery, involving
as those Fisheries do, interests of paramount importance to thls Colony, and of
grave concern to the Empire at large.

Address to the Gover-
nor in answer to his
Speech on opening the
Session—read 2ad time
sud committed.

Reported—

Read 3d time & passed.

The Address.
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We agree in the opinion that, whilst Agriculture is a valuable adjunct to our
Fisheries, it is upon the prosperity of these that the general welfare of this Colony
is dependent; and it shall be our endeavour, as it is our duty, to devise and pro-
mote the best means ot guarding them acainst encroachments from without, and of
suppressing the illicit and extremely injurious traflic m Bait carried ou by some of
our own people with our foreign competitors.

We rcjoice to learn that the service for which the grant made during the last
Session for the Protection of our Fisheries, has been carsied out with energy, and
has been productive of benefit ; ard we fully concur with your Excellency in the
expediency of the Executive of this Colony beiug placed in a position to maintain
an efficient Coast Guard during the ensuing season.

We entertain the belief that there are many branches of Trade connected with
our Fisheries thut are capable of development and improvement, and which, if
properly and economically conducted, would, by conducing to the maintenance
aul comfort of the libouring classes, ease the pressure upon the public funds for
their relicf, and add to the general wealth of the Colony.

The Laws relating to Education and the Administration of Justice shall have,
as they deserve, our best consideration.

We are happy to find that satisfactory progress is being made in the Erection
of a snitable Lunatic Asylum; and we shall hail with satisfaction the completion
of an lustitntion calculated to alleviate the condition and sufferings of that class of
our fellow-creatures, who, of all others, have the strongest claim upon our protec-
tion and sympathy.

We shall cheerfully contribute our aid towards the encouragement of Agri-

culture. We shall also devote our attention to the consideration of the Quaran-
tine and Pickled Fish Acts.

In couclusion, we thank your Excellency for the assurance of your co-ope-
ration with us and the other branch of the Legislature in the promotion of such
measures as may tend to the advancement of the true interests of this ancient and
valuable Colony. -

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President,

Council Chamber,
10th February, 1854,
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Ordered—That the Address be engrossed—and that a Select Committee be
appointed to wait on the Governor to ascertain when His Excellency will be
pleased to receive the House with the same.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. Crowpy, ArcaiBaLp and Noap
be a Commitee for that purpose,

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 14t FEBRUARY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

IPresent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS. ‘
« . JAMES J. GRIEVE,

The minutes of Friday‘ last were read.

The Honourable Mr. Crowpy, from the Select Committee appointed to
wait on the Governor to ascertain at what time His Excellency would receive the.
Address of this House in reply to his Speech on opening the Session, reported
that His Excellency had named ten minutes before two o’clock to-morrow.

On motion made and eeconded the House adjourned until a quarter before
two o'clock to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY, 15ta FEBRUARY, 185

The House met pursuant to adjournment
c2

Committee appointed to
ascertain when His Ex-.

cellency the Governor
will receive the Address.

House adjourns.

House meet

Members present.

Colonial Secretary ren
ports that the Governor
will receive the Address
of this House to-morrow

House adjourns.

House meets.
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Present :
Memben present. Te Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant,
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Generdl,
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
s JOSEPH NOAD.
t CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE

The minutes of yesterday were read.

- . ’ ' .
House proceeds to the At t.ell 'mmutes bef:ore two o'clock the House -proceeded to the Government
,(onégnemﬂousevilh House with its Address in reply to the Speech of His Excellency the Governor on
s cress. . .
opening the Session.

At half-past two o'clock, the House having returned, the Honourable the
President reported that His Excellency had been pleased to receive the said Ad-
dress, and to return an answer thereto in the following words :—

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Council :—

Gorernor's reply to the .
Address. 1 thank you for this Address, and for the assurance it contains that you will

co-operate with myself and the other branch of the Legislature in the promotion
of measures recoguized by you as tending to the advancement of the true mterests
of this ancient and valuable Colony.

Touze adjouras, On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 17rn FEBRUARY, 1854.

. Present s |

The Honourable JOSEPH NOAD.

Meuse adjourned for At wvo o'clock, p.m., there not being a quorum, the House stood adjourned
want of a quorum. until Tuesday next. .
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R1st and 24th February, and 3rd March, 1854.

His Excellency Ker Bairie Hamiuton, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

TUESDAY, 2Ist FEBRUARY, 1854,

Present:
The Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« JOSEPH NOAD.

At two o'clock, p. M., there not being a quorum, the House stood adjourned
until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 24tu FEBRUARY, 1£54.
The House met pursuant to adjournment. “outs meets.

Present

T'ie Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

Members present.

« JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLLS F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B, JOB.

The minutes of Wednesday, Friday, and Tuesday last were read.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next, Houte adjouraed.

FRIDAY, 3ro MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment, House meets.
Present :
The Honourable E. M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General, Members present,

2 JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary. o

“ WILLIAM THOMAS.

“ JOSEPH NOAD.

“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.

« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

“ THOMAS B. JOB.

u -JAMES J. GRIEVE,
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P

3rd and 10th March, 1834.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17ta OF VICTORIA.

Notice of a Bill to con.
solidate the Laws rela-
ting to the Registration
Deeds—and of an

Address to the Gover.
nor to effect an Ilnsu.
rance on the Public
Bui'dings of the Colony.

House sdjourns.

House meets.

Members present.

Draft of Address to
the Governor to Insure
the Public DBuildings
against Fire—presented

The Address.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

The Honourable the Arrorney GENERAL gives notice that on Friday next
he will bring in a Bill to amend and cousohdate the Laws relating to the Registra-

tion of Deeds,

The Honourable Mr. Jos gives notice that, to-morrow, he will move that
an Address be presented to the Governor, praying that His Excellency will be
pleased to take the necessary steps for effecting an Insurance on the Public.
Buildings of the Colony.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 10tu MARCH, 1854.
The House met pursuant to adjournent,
Present : i

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

- WILLIAM THOMAS.

“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.

“ LAURENCE (O’BRIEN.

«“ THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE.

« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Atiorney General.

The winutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to notice the Honourable Mr. Jos brought in Draft of an Address.
to the Governor, praying His Excellency to take the necessary measures for
effecting an Insurance, against Fire, on the Public Buildings of the Colony,
which was read and adopted, and is as follows :—

To His Excellency KEr BarLLie Hamivton,
E'squire, Governor, &c., §c.

MAayY iT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s Council, in General Assembly convened, beg leave respect-
fully to bring under your Excellency’s consideration, the propriety of causing
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10th, 17th and 20th March, 1854.

His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Haminron, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

Insurance against loss by Fire to be effected upon some of the principal Public
Buildings of this Colony.

We believe that similar Insurances are effected by the Governments of some
of the neighbouring Colonies; and we think that advantage might result from
the adoption of such precautionary measures in this Colony, and accordingly
submit the same for your Excellency’s consideration,

Ordered—That said Address be engrossed—and

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. Jo and Bennetr be a Deputa-
tion to present the same to His Excellency the Governor.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 17tu MARCH, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

JPregent
The Honourable EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Atlorney General.
« WILLIAM THOMAS.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of F riday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. Jos, from the Committee appointed to present the
Address to the Governor on the subject of effecting an Insurance on the Public
Buildings of the Colony, reported that the Address had been presented, and that
His Excellency had replied that 1t should receive his attention.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 201 MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

Deputation appointed
to present the same to
the Governor.

House adjourns,

House meets.

Mem bers present.

Presentation of the Ad-
dress on the subject of
effecting an Insurance
on Public, Buildings—
reported.

House adjourns.

House meets,
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20th, 21st and 24th BJlarch, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17tu OF VICTORIA.

Members present.

Ifouse adjourns.

Tlouse adjourned for
want cf a quorum,

T{ouse meets.

Members present.

Ttesnateh on the subject
ot Hesponsible Governe
nent Isid  before the
House by direction of
the Governor.

Precent:

The Honourable WILLIAM THOMAS.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.

w“ LAURENCE OBRIEN.

The minites of Friday last were read.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 21st MARCH, 1354,

At two of the clock, p.v., there was

IBresent :

The Honourable JOSEPH NOAD.

There not being a quorum the House stood adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 24ta MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

JPresent :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

“ THOMAS B. JOB.
The minutes of Monday and Tuesday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowbpy lays before the House, by direction
of the Governor, a Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, dated 21st February, 1854, on the subject of Responsible Govern-
ment; and states that with reference to the proposed new form of Government
for this Colony, His Excellency desires him to say that he will be happy to co-
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24th and 28th March, 1854.

His Excellency Ker Baiwie Hamivton, Esquire, Governor, &c. §ec.

operate with the Council in fulfilling those pre-requisites, some of which His
Grace the Duke of Newcastle considers essential to justice, and others highly
important to the satisfactory working of the new system of Government.

His Excellency hopes that the vesult of the deliberations of the Legislature
with a view to the introduction of the new system, and the operation of the system
itself, will conduce to the welfare of this ancient Dependency of the Crown.

The Despatch having been read, it was
Ordered—That it he printed.

On motion niade and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next. House adjourns,

TUESDAY, 28tu MARCH, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.
FPresent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present,

« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.

“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

« WILLIAM THOMAS.

o JOSEPH NOAD.

“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

« 'THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE.

« CHARLES F. BENNETT

The minutes of Friday ]ast were read.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowby lays before the House, by command Documents laid before

d
of the Governor, the following documents, viz :— ;‘}iﬁi"(‘;‘éie‘i{ﬁ e

An Estimate of the charge of defraying the Public Expenditure of the Island
for the year ending the 31st December, 1854.

]

A Consolidated Account (‘urrent of Receipts and Payments for the year
ended 5th January, 1854,

D
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28th and 31st March, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17xa OF VICTORIA.

"A Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies to His Excellency the Governor, dated September 17th, 18353, in reply to
Addresses from the Council and House of Assembly deprecating any concession of
any new Fishing privileges to the French, on the coast of Newfoundland.

The Despatch having been read, it was
Ordered—That it be printed.

House adjourns, On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next,

FRIDAY, 3ist MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

House meets,
PPresent :
Members present, The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
°‘ WILLIAM THOMAS.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
o THOMAS B. JOB.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
« . CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
The minutes of Tuesday last were read.
The Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowpy lays before the House, by command
of the Governor, the following documents, viz. =
Documents !aid before A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency,

e raogge by command  gated the 30th July, 1853, in reply to an Address from the Council and House of
Assembly praying for a Loan of £50,000 from Her Majesty’s Government, for the
completion of Main Lines of Road.

«

A Despatch from His Excellency the Governor in acknowledgment of the
foregoing, dated 16th September, 1853—and

A Despateh from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 3rd Novem-
ber, 1853, with reference to the Address of: the Council and Assembly above-
mentioned.

The Despatches having been read, it was
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31st March and 3rd April, 1854.

His Eaxcellency Ker Bainvie Hamivron, Esquire, Governor, &c., &c.

Ordered—That they be printed.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Tuomas, a Petition from the Inhabitants
of Heart’s Content, praying for a grant of money for the establishment of a Post
Office at that settlement, was read—and

Ordered—To lie on the Table.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up two Bills for the
concurrence of this House, entitled—

“ An Act to Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company”—and

«“ An Act to Repeal an Act passed in the 15th year of Her Majesty’s Reign,
entitled “ An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her
Majesty’s Reign, entitled < An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph
Commissioners, and for Incorporating Electric Telegraph Companies; and also to
provide for Incorporating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company; and
also “An Act to amend the said recited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her
Majesty’s Reign ;”—which were severally read a first time—and

Ordered—To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be printed.

The Honourable Mr. Crowpy gives notice that on Monday next he will
move that the 37th rule of the House, with reference to the Bills above named,
be suspended.

Cn motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday pext.

MONDAY, 3rp APRIL, 1854.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Presgent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretiry.
“ WILL1IAM THOMAS.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
«  CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« ' LAURENCE OBRIEN.
«“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE:

n2

Petition from Heart’s
Content, for a. Post Of.
fice, read.

Message from the Honse
of Assembly with two
Bills, viz.—

Telegraph Company In.
corporation Bill—and

Electric Telegraph Re«
peal Bill.

. Notice of motinu to

suspend 37th rule of the
House.

House adjourns.

House meets,

Members present.
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3rd and 4th April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17ta OF VICTORIA.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Electric Telegraph Re- Pursuant to the order of the day the Bill to repeal certain Acts incorporating:
peal Bill read 2nd time. . )
an Electric Telegraph Company, was read a second time—and

Ordered to be committed to-morrow.

New York, Newfound- Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled “ An Act to Incorporate a

g’;ﬂﬁﬁgﬁ;&gﬁ’ﬂ,f s Company under the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland, and London

—read 2ud time, Telgraph Company,” was read a second time.

37th rule of the House Whereupon the Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowpy, pursuant to notice,
suspended. moved that the 87th rule of the House, with reference to the above-named Bills, be
suspended—and
Ordered accordingly.
tT%]egraph Bill commit- The House thereupon went into Committee on the last-named Bill ;
ed.
The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.
After some time the House resumed.
The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.,
Ordered—That the Report be received.
House adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 4tr APRIL, 1854.

House meets, The House met pursuant to adjournment.

FPresent :
Members present. The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant,
« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« WILLIAM THOMAS.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
i CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE.
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th April, 1854.

His Excellency Ker BaiLLie Haminton, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowpy lays before the House, by command

of the Governor, the following documents, viz. :(—

A Report of the Newfoundland Marine Insurance Company; and a state-
ment of the affairs of the St. John’s Marine Insurance Company for the year 1853,

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled «“ An Act to amend an Act

passed in the 15th year of Her Majesty’s Reign, entitled « An Act to repeal certain
parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her Majesty’s Reign, entitled « An
Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and for Incorpo-
vating Electric Telegraph Companies, and also to provide for Incorporating the
Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company;” and also an Act to amend the
said recited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her Majesty’s Reign—was read a

second time—and

The House went into Committee thereon ;

The Honourable Mr. CrRowpy in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment,

Ordered—That the Report be received.

Pursuant to the order of the day the House went into Committee on the Bill
eutitled < An Act to Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New

York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Compony ;”

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments.

Ordered—That the Report be received.

Ordered—That the amendments be engrossed, and the Bill, as amended,

read a thll‘d time to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until to-morrow.

Documents laid befors
the House by command
of the Governor,

Electric Telegraph Re-
peal Bill—read 2nd timo

—committed

—reported,

Telegraph Company In-
corporation Bill—come
mitted—

reported, with amend-
ments.

House adjourns,
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Sth April, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17tu OF VICTORIA.

House meets.

Members present,

Telegraph Company In-
corporation Bill — re-
committed.

Reported with amends
menis,

The amendments.

WEDNESDAY, 5t APRIL, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Crowpy, the Bill entitled « An Act te
Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland,
and London Telegraph Company,” was re-committed ; '

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments.
Ordered—That the Report be received.

The amendments are as follow :

In the Preamble of the Bill, 2nd line—insert after the word « Newfoundland,”
« And whereas the partiés hereinafter named have associated for the purpose of
forming a Company, witha Capital or Joint Stock. of Three Hundred and Twelve
Thousand Five Hundred Pounds Sterling, or One Million Five Hundred Thou.
sand Dollars, with the privilege of extending it, as héreinafter provided.”

In the 2nd Section; 2nd line—=expunge “be,” and insert instead thereof
« consist of the said sum of.”

In the 3rd Section, 5th line—expunge after the word. « Stockholders,” the
words ‘“ at such town or place in the United States or Newfoundland,” and insert
in their stead “in the city of London, or in the city of New York, or in the town
of St. Jobn in this.Island.”
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5th Apiil, 1854.

His Excellency Ker Bariniz Hamivron, Esquire, Governor, &c. §c. -

In the 3rd Section, Gthnline—‘-e::punge « designate,” and insert ©from time to
time determine.”

7th and 8th lines—expunge the word “two,” and insert
«three” in its stead ; and after the word * newspapers,” insert “ viz., the London
Gazette, the Royal Gazette of this Island, and a newspaper published in New
York ;” and expunge the words between * newspaper” and “at.”

- — 14th line—insert after the word “ them,” “and any
Stockholder owning Five Shares of the Capital Stock of the Company, shall be
eligible to be a Director.” . ‘

16th line—expunge the word “twe,” and insert ¢ three”
in its stead; expunge the word:“one,” and after the word “published,” insert “ as
abovementioned;” and expunge “ in Newfoundland and the other in New Y ork.”

In the 5th Section, 5th page, 12th line—insert after * Sheriff,” “or other
proper officer.” '

In the 6th. Section, Ist line—expunge “may,” and insert “shall” in its stead.

2nd line—expunge the words “ or lines.”

4th line—expunge the word “also,” and insert in its
stead “ may also construct, complete, keep in order, and operate any other line or
lines.”

5th line—insert after “ point,” “or points.”

7th line—after the word “village,” insert “in New-
foundland.”

At the end of this Section—insert “ And provided also that if at any time
after ten years from the passing of this Act, any branch line, to connect with any
town or village aforesaid, be desired by the Government of this Colony, and the
Company shall not establish the same within twelve months after a requisition to
that effect from the Governor of this Colony, the Government of this Colony may
establish such branch line at its own expense for local traffic only.” |

In the 8th Section, 1st line—substitute « Great Britain” for ¢ Newfoundland ;”
and in the 2nd line, « Newfoundland” for ¢ Great Britain,”

In the 10th Section, 6th line—expunge the words «not exceeding five,” and
insert in their stead the words “ or parcels, the contents of 'which shall not be less
than three.” T -
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oth April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17tu OF VICTORIA.

In the 10th Section, Sth line—insert after the word “ mines,” “and to such
conditions as to the working thereof within a limited period, not less than ten
years,”

At the end of this Section—insert “and all grants to the said Company
under this Act shall be issued without any charge to them for Surveys or other-
wise.” Provided always that nothing herein contained shall affect the provisions
of the 7th and Sth sections of the Act of the Legislature of this Colony, passed in
the 7th year of Her Majesty’s reign, cap. 1, which sections are as follow, viz.—
“ That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administering the
Government, from time to time to reserve, set apart, and appropriate such parts or
portions of any unoccupied Land in any of the Districts of this Island, or places
within its Government, as he may, by and with the advice and consent of the
Council, deem proper and expedient to appropriate, for the purpose of erecting
Court Houses, Market places, Churches, Chapels, or other places of Public Wor-
ship, or for the erection of School Houses, or for any other public use or purpose ;
and also such portions of unappropriated Ships’ Room, Beaches, and Shores as
may be deemed necessary or convenient to set apart for the general and public
uses of the inhabitants within any of the districts or places aforesaid.”

“ That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administering
the Government, by and with the consent of the Council, to order the reservation
of such and such portion of Bogs as may be deemed necessary for the supply of
Manure or Fuel to the public, and such and such portion of Forest as may be
necessary for the uses of the Fishery.”

In the 11th Section—expunge the word «Path” or “Paths,” and insert
« Road” or * Roads” in their stead, throughout the section.
11th page, 7th line—expunge “that,” and insert < and ”

in its stead.
9th line—expunge the word * that.”

10th line—expunge the letter “ a,” and add

the letter «“s” to “ Highway.”
11th line—expunge “ who,” and insert “ which”

m its place.

In'the 14th Section—Strike out the words from * created,” in the Ist line of
this section, to the word “shall,” in the 4th line, and at the end of the section
insert the following proviso :— Provided, however, that if the said line of Tele-
graph shall rct have been completed from St. John’s to Cape Ray, or other point
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oth April, 1854.

His Euxcellency Ker Bauie Haminron, Esquire, Governor, §c. &c.

on the Western Coast of Newfoundland, and a communication by Telegraph
across Prince Edward Island or the Island ot Cape Breton, or otherwise, establish-
ed with the Continent of America, within Five years from the passing of this Act,
the exclusive privileges granted by this section shall cease.

In the 15th Section, 13th page, 20th line—insert after the word « tenth,” « and
twenty-second.”

In the 16th Section, 15th page, 4th line—expunge the words ¢ property and ;”’
and after « works,” insert “ and property.”

8th line—substitute the word < Roads” for

« Paths.”

Insert at the end of this Section—« But before the said remaining thirty
Bonds are delivered'to the said Company, they shall be offered by the Company
for sale at par (reckoning the rate of exchange between St. John’s and London at
twenty per cent. premium,) to the Government of this Colony, or any inhabitant
thereof, by notice published for three successive weeks in the Royal Gazette of
this Island ; -and if the said Bonds, or any of them, he purchased by the Govern-
ment or any inhabitant of this Colony at or before the expiration of the said three
weeks, the Bonds so purchased shall be delivered to the. purchaser, and the par
value thereof be paid to the said Company in lieu of the said Bonds. And in case
the said Company shall not think fit to receive the Bonds last above-mentioned
within ten days after they shall be entitled to receive the same, there shall be
offered for sale to the Government for the inhabitants of this Colony, Stock in the
said-Company to the extent of Thirty Thousand Pounds Sterling, or One Hun-
dred-and Forty-four Thousand Dollars, at par, which shall in such case be offered
by -advertisement in manner above mentioned.”

- In the 17th'Section,,16th page, 11th line—Insert after the word ¢« auction,”
“at. St. John’s or New York.”

.12th line—insert -« London . Gazette,” « the”
before « Roya] ” expunde % the Colony,” and insert “this Island;” expunge
“some paper,” and insert “ newspaper.”

13th line—insert after the word “over,” the

words “ to the said Company.”

v e

:16th’ ]me—-expunge the words “to the :said
Company,” after the word * Bonds.” :
B
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5th April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17tu OF VICTORIA.

In the 17th Section, 16th page, 17th line—insert after ¢ aforesaid,” the words
“ together with such sum as will purchase such annuity as aforesaid.”

expunge the last word of this section, and iusert instead
thereof « of all their claims arising out of the said guarantee.”

In the 18th Section, 2nd line—insert after “and,” “Ireland or;” expunge
« or” after « Island,” and insert after the word “place,” “ or places.”

4thline—insert the word « Canada” before the word
“ Prince.”

In the 19th Section, 18th page, 11th line—~expunge the words «land, privile-
ges, bonuses.”

13th line—expunge the words “rights and
privileges,” and insert the word ¢ effect” in their stead ; expunge the word « said,”
and after « Company” insert « hereby incorporated.”

In the 20th Section—expunge the 1st and 2nd lines, and insert in place
thereof the following, as Section 20 :—« Every Stockholder in the said Company,
whether a British subject, or a citizen of the United States, or other alien, or a
resident in Newfoundland, the United States, or elsewhere, has and shall have
equal rights to hold Stock in the said Company, to vote on the same, and to be
eligible to office in the said Company.

[The rest of the section to form Section 21.]

6th line—expunge the first two words, and insert « Lon-

don” in their stead ; and expunge the eigchth word, and insert « New York” in its
pung g

place; expunge the words “such place,” and insert « St. John’s” instead thereof.

19th page, 1st line—after «London,” insert “and New
York;” and at the end of the Section insert «and the United States respectively.”

In the 21st Section, 3rd line—insert after the word “ wire,” the words «from
this Island.”

Insert at the end of this Section— and Provisos as are mentioned in the 10th
Section of this Act.”

In the 22nd Section, 5th line—inser>after the word « year,” as follows, ¢ with
a statement of any Bonds that have been converted into Stock or cancelled, which
Bonds shall be returned to the Secretary ofthe Colony.”
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5th and Tth April, 1854.

His Excellency Ker BsiLuie Haminron, Esquire, Governor, &c., &c.

In the 22nd Section, 6th line—expunge all the words after the word «and”
in this line, and insert the words « Stockholders, to be deposited in the Colonial
Secretary’s Office for reference only.”

The Bill, as amended, was then read a third time and passed—and
The Honourable the President signed the same.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled “ An Act to repeal an Act
passed in the Fifteenth year of Her Majesty’s reign, entitled « An Act to repeal
certain parts of an Act passed in the Fourteenth year of Her Majesty’s reign,
entitled « An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and
for Incorporating Electric Telegraph Companies; and also to provide for Incor-
porating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company ;” and also “ An Act to
amend the said-recited Act passed in the 16th year of Her Majesty’s reign,”—was
read a third time and passed—and

The Honourable the President signed the same.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next,

FRIDAY, 7ru APRIL 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

FPresent
The Honourable EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
e CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ LAURENCE O’BRIEN,
«“ - THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Wednesday last were read.

A Deputatioun from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur-
rence of this House, entitled « An Act to suspend for one year, and thereafter to
repeal, “ An Act passed in the Fifteenth year of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled
“ An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by Steam between certain
Ports and Saint John’s,” which was read a first time—and -

E2

Bill reaa 3rd time and
passed.

Eiectric Telegraph Re-
peal Bill—

read 3rd time and
passed.

House adjourns,

House meets.

Members present.

Steam Communication
SuspensionBill broug ht
up and read 1st time.
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Message from theIouse
of Assembly concurring
in the Amendments of
the Councilon the Tele-
graph Company Incor-
poration Bill.

House adjourns.

House meets,

Members present.

Steam Communication
Suspension Bill read
2ad time.

House adjourns.

Ordered—T2 i vead a second time to-morrow.,
The same Deputation also brought up the following message : ~
My. President,—

The House of Assembly acquaint Her Majesty’s Council that they. eoncur ik
the amendments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent up from the
Assembly, entitled “ An Act to Incorporate a Company under the style and title-
of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company.”

(Signed) J. KENT,
Speaker. .
House o¥ ASSEMBLY,
7th April, 1854.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next..

TUESDAY, 1ita APRIL, 1854
The House met pursnant to adjournment.
Present ¢

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant..

“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Genera?:
@ WILLIAM THOMAS.

“ JOSEPH NOAD.

«“ CHARLES T. BENNETT.

« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled « An Act to suspend for one
year, and thereafter to repeal an Act passed in the TFifteenth. year of the reign of
Her Majesty, entitled “ An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by
Steam between certain Ports and St. John’s,” was read a second time—and

Ordered to be committed to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Thursday next. .
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His Excellency Ker Bawrie Hanivron, Ifsquire, Governor, &c. &c.

THURSDAY, 13tn APRIL, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.

Present :

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

119

[19

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General. Members present.
WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.

THOMAS B. JODB.

LAURENCE O'BRIEN.,

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur-

Increase of Representa-

rence of this House, entitled “An Act to increase the present number of Represent-. tives Bill brought up

ativesin the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation

and read 1st time,

thereof "—which was read a first time—and

Ordered—To be read a second time on Tuesday next.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the Bill*

Steam Communication,

entitled “ An Act to suspend for one year, and thereafter to repeal, an Act passed. TepealBill-—committed,
in the Fifteenth year of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled « An Act for the Encou-_
ragement of Communication by Steam between, certain Ports and Saint John’s.”

The Honourable Mr. Tuomas in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with someamendments.. Reported with Amend:.

ments,

Ordered—Thot the Report be received.

The amendments are as follow :

In the Preamble, 1Ist line—expunge the words «the said-recited Act,” and

The Amendments.,

insert in their stead the words “ An Act passed in the Fifteeuth year of the reign of
Her Majesty, entitled, «“ An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by
Steam between certain Ports and Saint John's.”

word “ thereapon.’

3rd line—after “shall” insert «then,” and expunge the,
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Ordered—That the said Bill, as amended, be read a third time to-morrow.

House adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Saturday next,
at half-past one o’clock, p.m.

SATURDAY, 15ta APRIL, 1854.

House meets, The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Present
Members present. The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Aitorney General.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
¢ JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT
w“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN,
« THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Thursday last were read.

Stesm Communication Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill, as amended, entitled “ An Act to

::edpe;;sg;"l read 3rd  gugpend for one year, and thereafter to repeal, an Act passed in the Fifieenth year
of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled « An Act for the Encouragement of Commu-
nication by Steam between certain Ports and Saint Johw’s,” was read a third time
and passed—and

The Honourable the President signed the same.

1 fromthe House . .
e e woneaming A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message coucurring:

il;’iﬁ‘;‘l‘:)r;‘é“;i‘;zd°° the  in the amendments on the Bill above-named.

Governor arrives at the At two of the‘clock, p.:m., His Excellency the Governor having come to the
Council Chamber. Legislative Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the Serjeant-at-
Assembly summonedto oy was ordered to direct the attendance of the Speaker and Members of the

Commons’ House of Assembly, in this House,—and they-being come thereto, His
His Excellency assents 3 .
1o the Bills viz :— Excellency was pleased to assent to the Bills entitled

“ : ¢ ct passed i g ajesty’ ic

Toe Electric Telegraph . An Act torepeal an A t'p sed in the 15th yeai o'f Her Majesty’s Reign,
Incorporation Repeal entitled “ An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her
Bill— Majesty, entitled « An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Com-
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missioners, and for Incorporating Electric Telegraph Companies, and also to
provide for Incorporating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company;”
and also an Act to amend the said remted Act, passed in the 16th year of Her
Majesty’s Reign”—and and—

“An Act to Incorporate'a Company under the style and title of the New pe Telegraph fncorpe-
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company.” ration Bill.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next. House adjourns.

TUESDAY, 18ta APRIL, 1854.

At two of the clock, p.m., there were House meets,
JPresent : .
The Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary, and _ Members pres ont.
o JOSEPH NOAD.
For want of a quorum the House stood ad journed until Friday next, " House adjourned for

want of a quorum.

FRIDAY, 21st APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets,
- JPresent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present,
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary. '
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
«“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ JOSEPH NOAD. A
“ LAURENCE O’BRIEN.
« THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Saturday and Tuesday last were read .
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Notices of motion by
the Hon, Attorney Ge-
neral, to bring in two
Bills—viz:—a Bill to
declare rates at which
certain Coins shaall pass
current—and, a Bill to
regulate the Currer.cy.

Increase of Representa.
tives Bill—read 2nd
time—

referred to a Select
Committee.

House adjourns.

House meets.

Members present,

British Coin rates Bill—

and Currencyregulation
Bill~brought in—

The Honourable the AtrorRNey GENERAL gives notice that on Tuesday
next he will bring in two Bills, namely, a Bill to declare the rates at which
British Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony; and a Bill to
regulate the Currency of this Colony.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled « An Act to Increase the
present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and
to regulate the Representation thereof,” was read a second time—and

Ordered—That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee of three
members to report thereon—and

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. ArcuisaLp, Tuomas and BENNETT
be a Committee for that purpose.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 25tu APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

FPresent

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

119

[14

(13

114

(11

(%9

19

(19

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.

CHARLES F. BENNETT.

LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

THOMAS B. JOB.

JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Friday fast were read.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable the ATToRNEY GENERAL brought in
two Bills, entitled as follows:

“ A Bill to declare the rates in currency ut which British Gold and Silver
Coins shall be a legal tender”—and

« A Bill to regulate the Currency of this Colony”~

?
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Which were severally read a first time—and

Ordered—To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be printed.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 28ru APRIL, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present <
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« WILLIAM THOMAS,
“ v JOSEPH NOAD.
“« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ - LAURENCE O’BRIEN.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE. ‘
“ EDWARD: M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General:

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to declare the rates in currency
at which British Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender, was read a second
time—and

Ordered—To be committed to-morrow.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to regulate the Currency of this
Colony, was read a second time—and

Ordered—To be committed to-morrow.

The Honourable WiLLiam Tuomas from the Select Committee appointed to
report on the Bill to Increase the present number of Representatives in the Ge-
neral Assembly of this Island, presented a Report, which was read—

Ordered—That the said Report be received—and

Ordered—That it be referred to a Committee of the whole House—and that
it be printed. ° ’ o
, . )

and read 1st time,

House adjourns.

110use meets,

Members present,

British Coin rates Bil);
read 2nd time.

Currency regulation
Bill, read 2nd time,

Select Committee pre-
sent their Report on the
Increase of Representas
tives Bill,



42
28th April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17ru OF VICTORIA.

The Report is as follows:—

The Select Committee to whom was referred the Bill for increasing the
number of Representatives, have examined its provisions, and find that the Bill
proposes to increase the number of Representatives to twenty-nine, of whomn ten
shall be a quorum ; that with the exception of the formation of La Poile into 2 new
District, never "before represented, and now to have one member, the original
Electoral Districts of 1832 are retained,—that of St. Joh’s to return six members,
comprising’ two subdivisions; and that of Conception Bay, comprising five sub-
divisions, which will now return, in all, seven members.

The proportion of Representatives to the whole amount of population according
to the last census (of 1845) is one for every 3,327 ; but this proportion is, of course,
far from uniform, and, indeed, would be impracticable in-view of the principle
which, second only to that of an increase of the number of members of the Assem-.
bly, is the professed object of this Bill—namely, the securing the probable return.
of certain relative numbers of Representatives of the two great religious denomi-
nations ; that is to say, fifteen members representing the whole Protestant popu-
lation of 49,521, composed of different sects; and fourteen members representing
the whole Roman Catholic population of 46,775,

The Committee consider the suggestion of the Right Honourable Secretary
of State contained in bis recent despatch on this subject, a wise and judicious one,
namely, that ¢ the increase should be effected, not by giving additional members
to existing constituencies, but by sub-dividing, as equally as geographical positions
will admit, the districts now returning members.”  And if, with this modification,
provision were made for the representation of minorities in districts returning more
than one member, on a plan now likely to be adopted in the representation of

' Counties in Englaud, and which is practised with advantage in other countries
possessing representative institutions, justice would be done to all parties, and the
whole constituency be fairly represented.

By this means, also, the errors and inequalities in the first division of the
Island into Electoral Districts, as well in the extent of the districts as in the num-
ber of Representatives assigned to each, and which division, it was then intended,
should be but temporary, would be removed or remedied. It counld alone have
been owing to imperfect information of the extent of population, that two members
were assigued to the District of Placentia and St. Mary’s, while but one was
assigned to each of the Districts of Bonavista and Twillingate and Fogo; since
(according to the last census,) the first-named District has but 6,473 inhabitants,
while the two latter have respectively 7,227 and 6,744,—an injustice which the
present Bill *would confirm and perpetuate.
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Again, it is proposed by the Bill to double the number of members of the
District of St. John's; which increase, in proportion to the whole number of Repre-
sentatives, and having regard to the rule which in the United Kingdom is inva-
riably applied to the representation of large towns, is a larger proportion than is
fairly due to the District. When it is borne in mind that the Sessions: of the
Legislature are held in St. John’s;—that, at present, many Outport members
reside here, and that with an inerease of members there is every probability of an
equally large, if not a greater proportion of members for the Outport Districts
being residents in the capital; so large an increase of the number of Representa-
tives as this Bill assigns to it, will, it is to be feared, create a preponderance of
influence in its favour injurious to the mterests of the Outport Districts. Five
out of twenty-nine would, under all circumstances, be a  more just proportion,
(six being-even in excess of the existing proportion,) and, moreover, a larger pro-
portion of the whole representation, the Committee believe, than that of the Me-
tropolitan County or District of any of the British North American Provinces.
The subdivision of the Town and District into two parts will have no other in-
fluence on the returns than that of avoiding the inconvenience of*electing so many
Representatives at once,

The Committee, however, in noticing these among other inequalities which
are owing, in no small degree, to the representation being adjusted to the old
Electoral Districts, recommend that no alteration be made in the principle or de-
tails of the Bill sent up from the Assembly, beyond such as will effectuate the
object which the Assembly professes to have in view, namely, that of providing
for the probable return of fifteen Protestants and fourteen Roman Catholics,

The Committee will therefore confine their suggestions of alteration to two or
three Districts only. In that of Conception Bay, it is proposed by the Bill to pro-
vide for the return of four members representing the Protestant inhobitants
(16,455), and three members representing the Roman Cathelic inhabitants (11,570.)
The scheme of subdivision in the Bill will, as 1t appears to the Committee, effect
this object ; but for the reasons which influenced the Council last year, they think
it desirable that Brigns should not be included in the first subdivision, namely,
that from the St. John’s District to Cupids; butin place thereof, they recommend
the subdivision at the foot of this Report as well 1n respect of the first as of the
other four subdivisions. The proportion of inhabitants to each member will be
somewhat different, but this’is of little importance, as the end sought by all parties
in reference to the general return for the District will be equally attained.

There is likewise another mode of effecting the same object (that of allowing
F2
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the minority as well as the majority of the extensive District of Conception Bay
being fairly represented) which the Committee suggest for consideration ; namely,
to form one District from Horse Coveto Brigus exclusive, containing 3,230 Roman
Catholics, and 737 Protestants, with one mmember; and to embrace the rest of the
District in two subdivisions, each to return three members :—the Electors in the
two latter subdivisions being permitted, at their option, to give three votes to one
Candidate, or one vote to each of three Candidates. These subdivisions migh
extend from Brigus to Harbour Grace inclusive, and from Carbonear to Bay-de-
Verd inclusive,—the former containing 9,348 Protestants, and 4,168 Catholics ;,
the latter, 6,328 Protestants and 4,182 Catholics.

The reasons which,on formeroccasions, have influenced the Council in refusing-
to assent to an increase of the number of members for the District of Placentia
and St. Mary’s appear to the Committee to Le unanswerable; and until the two.
Districts of Bonavista and Twillingate and Fogo shall first have had three members.
assigned to each of them, they can see no justice in assigning three members to.
that of Placentia and St. Mary’s,

It cannot fail to be perceived that while provision is made for the full Re-
presentation of both religious denominations in Conception Bay ; and while, at the.
same time, a minority of 6,210 Protestants in the District of St. John’s, embracing
the principal portion of the Commercial Body of the Island, is overlooked ; the
three Districts of Ferryland, Placentia, and Burin, with an aggregate population.
of 15,201 inhabitants, have seven members apportioned to them, and the three.
Districts of Trinity, Bonavista, and Fogo, with an aggregrate population of
22,942, being an excess of 7,348, have, by the Bill, only an equal number..

But tn order to carry out the intentions of the Assembly, and to.preserve the.
relative proportion of members to represent Protestant and Roman Catholic-
constituencies, the Committee recommend that three members be assigned to the.
District of Bonavista, and two to.the District of Placentia and St. Mary’s.

In this adjustment, the Committee assume that the return from Burin, which.
will now have two members, will be of one Protestant and one Roman Catholic.
Notwithstanding there is in that District a majority of Protestants, yet, in two.
contests which have taken place, a Roman Catholic member has been returned,.
to the rejection of the Protestant candidate. But {o put at rest all cause of dispute.
on this point, and to remove every objection to the fairness of the adjustment, the
Committee recommend that in this District, at all events, the pumnciple above ad-.
verted to be acted on, if the Council should not think fit toadopt it elsewhere (and;
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which the Committee are not at present prepared to recommend), namely, that of

allowing the constituents to vote for one Candidate only, which will allow the

minority to be represented.

(Signed)

Committee Room,
April 27th, 1854.

E. M. ARCHIBALD.

W. THOMAS.

PROBABLE Recturns under the Bill, if amended as above suggested.

District of St. John's ...o..ovviviii i
“  of Trinity .oovvvviiiniiviii v,
“  of Bonavista .......coiiiiiiiniiiinnen,
«  of Twillingate and Fogo ............
« of Ferryland ...,
«  of Placentia and St. Mary’s .........
“ of Buria....ceiciiiiviiiicnin v
«  of Fortune Bay ............coooiiiiiis
« of LaPoile .......ocoei i,
«  of Conception Bay .............coeue.

1st Subdivision—Horse Cove to Turk’s
Gut, INClUSIVE ..o v s e
2d ditto—Brigus to Port-de-Grave, both
INCIESIVE Liiveiiiiin i v e,
3d ditto—Bay Roberts to Harbour Grace,
both inclusive ...........ocoi i,
4th ditto—Carbonear and Musquito.....,
5th ditto—Fresh  Water to Bay-de-Verd,
inclusive ..... e ereene et erarn e E

Catholics.

Population. | Protestants, Prot. | Cath
25,196 | 6,210 | 18,986 6
8,801 7518 } 1,286 3
7,227 5418 | 1,809 3
6,744 5,616 | 1,128 2
4,581 182 | 4,399 2
6,473 | 1,018 | 5455 2
4,358 2407 | 1951 1 1
2920.| 2557 863 1
2180 2151 201 1
3,997 769 | 3,230 1
5,538 4,150 | 1,388} 1
7,981 5198 | 27831 2
5,071 2340 | 2,731 2
5439 | 3988 | 1451 1

15| 14

\

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 2sxp MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

House adjourns,,

Housevmeets..
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Hembers present.

British Coin Rates Bill
committed,

Reported with Amend-
ments,

Increase of Representaa
tives Bill committed.

House adjourns.

Present

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

[19

[14

[13

(13

114

(13

43

(13

JAMES CROWDY. Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.

CHARLES F. BENNETT.

LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

THOMAS B. JOB.

JAMES J. GRIEVE,

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Aitorney General.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the
Bill to declare the rates in Currency at which British Gold and Silver Coins
shall be a legal tender ;

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair,

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments.

Ordered—That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time

to-morrow.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the
Bill entitled “ An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof;”

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair;

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

On motion it was ordered that a statement of the division of the Districts, a:
proposed by the Honourable Mr. BENNE1T, be printed.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.
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FRIDAY, 5t& MAY, 1854

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets,
FPresent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present.

“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,

« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.

“ WILLIAM THOMAS.

« JOSEPH NOAD,

« CHARLES F. BENNETT

“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

“ THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE,

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to declare the rates at which British  British Coin Rates Bill
read 3rd time and pass-

Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony, was read a third time and ed.
passed—and it was

Ordered—That the Title of the said Bill be “ An Act to declare the rates at
which British Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony.”

Whereupon the Honourable the President signed the same,

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the Bill _ Currency Regulation

to regulate the Currency of this Colony ; Bill commited =
The Honourable Mr. Jog in the Chair,
After some time the House resumed.
The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments, Reported.

Ordered—That the Report be received—and

Ordered—That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time to-
MOTTOowW,

On motion of the Honourable Mr, O’Brign, a Petition from Messrs, Brooking _ Petition of Messrs.

Brooking f duc-
& Co., praying for areduction of the Light Dues on large Steam Vessds entering  tion of the Light Dues

the Port of St. John’s, &c., was read—and on large steamers read,
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O1rdered to lie on the Table.

House adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 8ru MAY, 1854,

House meets, The House met pursuant to adjournment.

JPresent:

Members present. The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Atiorney General,
« JAMES CBOWDY, Colonial Secretary.

“ JOSEPH NOAD.

“ CHARLES F. BENNETT
«“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

«“ THOMAS B. JOB,

The minutes of Friday last were read.

gurrencg Bill read 3rd Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to regulate the Currency of this
e snd paseed, Colony wasread a third time and passed—and it was
Ordered—That the Title of the said Bill be «“ An Act to regulate the Cur-
rency of this Colony.”
Whereupon the Honourable the President signed the same,
Increase of Representas Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the

tves Bill ommitied.  Boil entitled « An Act to Increase the present number of Repiesentatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof ;”
The Honourable Mr Noap in the Chair.
After some time the House resumed.
The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-norrow.

Ordered-—That the Report be received.

House adjournss On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until tomorrow.
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TUESDAY, 98 MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.
YPregent:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Me nbers present,
« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
« THOMAS B. JOB.
« WILLIAM THOMAS.
“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN. /

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the ljncre;;ﬁlor Represanta.
. . o t .
Bill entitled «“An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the commite
Geuneral Asserubly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof;”

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered—That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned uatil to-morrow. ° Houss adjourns.

FRIDAY, 12ru MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. Heuso mests,
Pregent :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present;

« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorncy General.

t JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

“ WILLIAM THOMAS.

. JOSEPH NOAD.

“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.

“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN,

“ THOMAS B. JOB.

G
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Increase of Represerta-
tives Bill committed.

Reported—with

Amendments,

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the
Bill entitled “An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulite the Representation thereof’;”

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported -the Bill with some amendments.
Ordered—That the Report be received and adopted.

The amendments are as follow :

In the 1st section of the Bill, 2ud page—Expunge the last two words of the
7th line, and the whole of the 8th line, and insert in their stead as follow :— con-
sist of, and include all, that part of the said Island which, bounded by the shore,
1s situate and lying between the North Head of Catalina, exclusive, and Cape
Freels, inclusive, and the several Islands in Bonavista Bay.”

9th line—expunge the word “Two” in this line,
and insert the word “ Three” in its stead.

10th line—expuunge the last two words of this
line to the word «Trinity,” inclusive, in the 11th line, and insert in place thereof
as follow :— Counsist of and include all that part of the said Island which, bound-
ed as aforesaid, is situate and lying between Cape Verde Head, exclusive, and the
North Head of Catalina, inclusive.”

18th line—expunge the word « Cupids,” and in-
sert “Turk’s Gut” inits stead ; and in the 20th line, expunge the word « Cupids,”
and iusert in its stead « Turk’s Gut, exclusive;” and expunge the words « Bay
Roberts,” and insert « Port-de-Grave” in their stead.

, 3rd page, 2nd line—expunge the words « Spaniard’s Bay,
nclusive,” aud insert in their stead « Port-de-Grave, exclusive.”

11th line—insert after the word “from” in this
line, the words « Petty Harbour, inclusive, to.”

12th line—insert after the word < Road,” the
words “and thence;” and expunge the word « both,” after the word « Cove.”

3
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His Excellency Ker BaiLvie Hamivrox, Esquire, Governor, &c¢. §c.

In the 1st section, 4th page, 12th line—expunge the word “ Three,” and i1
" sert the word “ Two" in its stead.

At the end of the st section—insert the following proviso:—* Provided that
in the District of Burin every eleetor shall be at liberty to give, at his gption, two
votes for one candidate; or one vote for each of two candidates.”

Insert as the 4tl section as follows:— That every candidate for election as
a Member of the General Assembly of this Island shall, on or before the day of
nomination, and before he shall be put in nomination, deposit, or cause to be de-
posited, with the Returning Officer of the District for the representation of which
he shall be a candidate, such sum, not exceeding Five Pounds sterling, as shall be
prescribed by the Goveruor in any such Proclamation as aforesaid, as a fee to be
paid to the Returning Officer. And in case there shall be a contest, there shall
likewise be paid to the Returning Officer by the candidates, in just proportions,
according to the number of polling places in which each candidate is interested,
the following sums, that is to say—not exceeding Thirty Shillings for every booth
and polling room necessary to be provided at the several places to be appointed
for that purpose, except where there shall be a Public Building which can be had
without charge; Forty Shillings for every Deputy Returning Officer, and Twenty
Shillings for every Poll Clerk, to include their travelling, and all other fees: And
likewise, in just proportions, the incidental expenses (if any) otherwise necessarily
incurred in and about such election, which proportion of fees and expenses shall be
paid or tendered to the Returning Officer by or on behalf of every such candidate
before the hour of adjournment of his Court on the day of nomination of candidates.
And the name of any candidate who shall not have so paid or tendered his propor-
tion of such fees and expenses before the hour of adjournment of the Returning
Officer’s Court, on the day of nomination, shall not be emered on the Returning
Officer’s Poll Book, nor shall he be returned as a member at such election.”

The 4th section of the Bill to be the 5th section.

Ordered—That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time
on Monday next.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 15te MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
a2

House adjourns,

House meets.
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Present :
Membezs present, The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
y “ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ LAURERNCE O'BRIEN.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
« JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Petitions in favour of On motion, petitions from the inhabitants of Greenspond, Spaniard’s Bay,
‘sho"cf:fy‘"fe:;f‘“d School - fyarbour Grace, Portugal Cove, Bay Roberts, Brigus, Petty Harbour, Bonavista,
Island Cove, English Harbour and Ship Cove, Trinity, and Heart’s Content, for
the usual grant in aid of the Newfoundland School Society, were read—and
Ordered—To lie on the table.
Increase of Representa- Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill, as amended, entitled “ An Act to
;‘l;'ssp]gs'igf“d Srd me  yherease the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this
Istand, and to regulate the representation thereof,” was read a third time and
passed—and ~
The Honourable the President signed the same.
House adjourns, ~ Ou motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.
FRIDAY, 19ru MAY, 1854.
House meets, ‘ The House met pursuant to adjournment.
. IPresent:
Menbers present: The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ WILLIAM THOMAS. ‘
« LAURENCE OBRIEN.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.

« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,



53
19t May, 1854, .

His Excellency Ker Baincie Haxivron, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

The miuutes of Monday last were read,

The Honourable Mr. BENNETT enters the following Protest against parts of Protest of the Hon. M.

the Bill which passed the Council on the 15th instant, for the increase of the
numbers of the Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, for the
following reasons :—

Dissentient :

Ist. Because the Bill does not (as he believes is desired by the people at
large) adopt the principle of sub-division of Districts suggested by His Grace the
Duke of Newecastle, in his Despatch to His Excellency the Governor of the 21st
February, 1854 : neither does it embrace the suggestion made by Mr. Peel, the
Under Secretary of State, to the Delegates of the Assembly, that each voter should
be entitled to one vote only.

2ud. DBecause, by the sub-division of St. John's, as adopted by the Bill, there
will be no clhange in the present returus for that District, leaving the large mer-
cantile interest of the Capital, as well as its 6,210 Protestant Electors, wholly
unrepresented by a person of their choice; and further, because the western
section of the District of Placentia and St. Mary's, which has been hitherto almost
wholly excluded from any participation in the public monies granted by the
Legislature for the making and repairing of Roads, and neglected in its education-
al and local wants, is almost practically without its own representative; and its
interests generally rendered subservient, and grossly sacrificed to the sole benefit
of the eastern section of the District.

3rd. Because, in giving to the inhabitants of Burin (who have two members)
one vote only for each voter, whilst the Bill rejects this principle in other districts
where such a provision is equally desirable, and more justly necessary, as also in
dividing the District of Conception Bay, and transferring the settlement of Bird
Island from Trinity District to the District of Bonavista, whilst it is refused to
allow the division of the much larger District of Plucentia and St. Marv’s, where
from the diversity of interests such division is absolutely required, a very great
inconsistency as well as gross injustice will be enacted.

4th, Because, by adopting the following division of Districts proposed by me,
hased upon the principles laid down in the Despateh of His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle, and upon the suggestions of Mr. Pecl before alluded to, a perfectly fair
and just return of members would be made to represent every locality of the lsland
as well ax the sectarian interests of its two great Christian denominations, thas

Bennett against certain
arts of the Increase of
epressntatives Bill.
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avoiding the evils above compluined of, and leaving no single District of the Islanl
uncared for or unrepresented.

. DrvisIoNs. UNREPRESENTED. | Mem.
DistricTs. E%er'»I:;‘s Catholic. |Protest'nt| Catholic. |Psotest'ntj C. | P,
St. John's... . .| 25196] 189861 6210 2413 5| 1
Conccptlon Ba\  Horse Cove to :
Turk's Gut, inclusive.. weed| 39970 3230 767 767 1
+ Tark's Gut to Harbour Gr'lce in-
1 chusive cve e, 1 13519 4168 9351 1015 1] @
[ Harbour Grace to Bay Verde in-
clusive . crrrenneniien e | 10510]  4182] 6328 1018 1 2
Trinity ... e reereeenn ...l 88011 12831 7518 1283 3
Bom\lsta . e 72271 1809 5418 1809 2
T mllm"ate 'md Fooo v 6744 1128 5616) 1128 2
I"ernlaud reenerere aereeeeann]| 43700 4201 169 169| 2
St VALY ™S vooeeeoreeen e oveeneries 32000 3146 54 54| 2
Placentia Bay.......ccovevviviinnnn | 32731 2309 964 964| 1
Buritl oo ciiveieceiiirneei cieee e 4358 1951| 2407 456 11 1
Fortune Bay and LaPoile.............. 5100 392 470§ 392 2
Total 1 96295 46785 49510, 5630 5838(14{15

Based upon the principle suggested to the Delegates by Mr. Peel—one Vote for
each Voter only.

House adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 23rp MAY, 1854.

House meets. The House met parsuant to adjournment.
Present
Members present. The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE.
« LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of Friday last were read.



55
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His Exccllency Ker BaiLuie Hamivron, Esquire, Governor, &c. &c.

The Honourable Mr. Crowbpy lays before the House, by direction of the
Governor, the following documents, viz. :—

.A Statement of the affairs of the St. John’s Water Company to the 30th
.April, 1803—and

A Statement of the affairs of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company
_to the Sth May, 1854.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Gricve, memorials from the inhabitants
of Port-de-Grave, Bareneed, and Salmon Cove, in favour of the Newfoundland
School Society, were read—and

Ordered-—T o lie on the Table.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up the following message:

Myr. President,—

The House of Assembly ncqu‘aint Her Majesty’s Council that they have
passed the amendments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent up from
the Assembly, entitled “ An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives
in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the representation thereof,”
with some amendments.

The Assembly have also amended the original Bill by expunging the words
“ Twenty Nine” in the fourth line of the first section, and inserfing “Thirty” in
lieu thereof, to which they request the concurrence of the Council.

(Sigued) J. KENT,
Speaker.

The amendments made by the House of Assembly on the Council's amend-
ments on the said Bill were then read, and are as follow:

Expunge the amendment in the Ist section of the Bill, 2nd page, in the 7th
line aud 8th line; and also from the word « cousist” to the word « Bay,” at the end
of the 7th line of the ainendment.

Expunge the amendment in the 1st section, 2nd page, 10th line; and also
from the word “ consist” to “inclusive,” in the 7th line of this amendment.

Expunge the word “Two” in the amendment, in the Ist section, 4th page
12th line, and insert « Three” in lieu thercof.

Documents laid before
the House by command
of the Governor.

Petitions in favour of
the Newf ’dland School
Bocioty read,

Message from Honse ot
Assembly —of having
passed the amendments
of the Council on the
Representation  Bill,
with amendments,

Assembly'samendments
on Council's amend-
mentsonRepresentation
BilL
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Comuitted.

House adjoucns,

House mesta.

Expunge the proviso at the end of the st section.

Expunge the amendment on the 4th section, and insert in lien thereof ag
follows:—« The Returning Officer from each District shall be entitled to receive
from the Colonial Treasury Thirty Shillings for every member returned upon the
return of the writ for such District.

« Where there is no contest he shall be entitled to Ten Shillings from every
candidate for such District; and where there shall be a contest, and poll demand.-
ed, Twenty Shillings from every candidate instead of Ten Shillings: And further,
where there shall be a contest there shall be paid to the Returning Officer of each dis-
trict by the candidates for such district, in just proportions, according to the number
of the polling places in which each candidate is interested, the following sumsi—
TwentyShillings for providing a booth or polling place for each district, or division of
district, except where the polling piace shall be a public building that can be had
without charge ; Twenty Shillings for every presiding officer, and Ten Shillings for
every poll-clerk, to include their travelling fees ; and the fees shall be paid to the Re-
turning Officer for each district on the day of nomination for candidates for such
district; and the name of no candidate shall be entered on the Returning Officer’s
poll-book, or returned to presiding officers, who shall not have paid or tendered
the full amount due from him under this section, before the expiration of the time
named for the nomination of candidates. Provided always that the amount to be
paid by any candidate shall not exceed the sum of Ten Pounds.”

The House went into Committee on the foregoing amendments;
The Honourable Mr, Noap in the Chair.
After some time the House resumed. -

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered—That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 26ru MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment,
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His Excellency Ker Baiwtie Hamicron, Esquire, Governor, &c. §«c.

Present :

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« JOSEPH NOAD.

« CHARLES F. BENNETT.

< THOMAS B. JOB.

« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

w JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur-
rence of this House, entitled “ An Act to continue and amend the Act for granting
to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported into
this Colony and its Dependencies”—which was read a first time, and

Ordered—To be read a'second time to-morrow.

The Honourable Mr. Crowpy gives notice that to-morrow he will move that
the 37th rule of the House be suspended with reference to the above-named Bill.

-Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the
amendments of the House of Assembly on the Council’s amendments on the
Bill entitled “ An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof ;”

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported that the Committee had made some amendments on
those of the House of Assembly, and that they recommend that a conference be had
with the Assembly on the subject thereof,

Ordered—That the Report be received.

Ordered~—That the Honourable Messrs. ARcaIBALD and Crowpy be a
Seléct Committee to prepare Instructions to the conferees.

" On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow at noon.
:

Members present.

Revenus Rill hrought
up, and read 1st time,

Notice of motinn to sus-
pend 37th rule of the
House.

Assembli'samendments
on Council's amend-
mentson Representativa
Bill—committed.

Conference nn Repres
sentation Bill recom-
mended.

House adjourns,
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Iouse raeets.

Members present,

Revenue Bill read 2ad
time.

3Tih rule of the House
suspended.

Revenue Bill committed

—reported—

read third time and
passed.

Governor srrives at the
Council Chamber.

Assembly summoned to
attend him.

His Excellency assents
to the Revenue Bill.

SATURDAY, 27th MAY, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

JP\resent:
T'iie Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
« THOMAS B. JOB.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
«“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day the Bill entitled “ An Act to continué and
amend the Act for granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and
Merchaudize imported into this Colony and its Dependencies,” was read a seeond
time.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable Mr. Crowpy moved that the
37th rule of the House be suspended, with reference to the Bill above named
—and

Ordered accordingly.

Whereupon the House went into Committee thereon ;
The Honourable Mr. Crowpy in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

"The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.
Ordered—That the Report be received. |

The said Bill was then read a third time and passed—and:
The Honourable the President signed the same,

At half-past two of the clock, p.m., His Excellency the Governor. having -
come to the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the Serjeant-at-
Arms was ordered to direct the attendance of the Speaker and Members of the
Commons House of Assembly, and they being come thereto, His Excellency: was
pleased to assent to the Bill entitled « An Act to continue and amend the Act for
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His Ezxcellency Ker Baivie Haxivton, Esquire, Governor, §c. &c.

granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and Merchandize im-
ported into this Colony and its Dependencies.”

Then the House of Assembly retired, and His Excellency withdrew.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 29ta MAY, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Present:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
e JOSEPH NOAD.
«“ CHARLES I. BENNETT
THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of yesterday were read,

A deputation from the -House of Assembly brought up a message agreeing
to the Conference requested on the Bill to Increase the present number of Repre-
sentatives in the General Assembly,

The Honourable Mr. Arcuminarp, from the Select Committee appointed to
prepare instructions to the conferces on the Increase of Representative Bill, pre-
sented a report thereof, which was read and adopted, and is as follows :—

« Her Majesty’s Council have requested this conference with the House of
Assembly for the purpose of acquainting the Assembly that they cannot concur in
certain of the amendments made by that House upon amendments made by. Her
Majesty’s Council in and upon the Bill entitled * An Act to Iucrease the present
number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate
the Representation thereof,” for the following reasons :—

1st. In the amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council: on the Bill sent to

them from the House of Assembly, the: Council:had prominently in-view the princi-

ple recognized as well by the Assembly as by themselves, of soarranging the details

of the measure as to secure to the two great religious' bodies a fair proportion in the
ul

House adjouras.

House meets.

Members present.

Mersaze from House of
Assembly agreeing to a
conference on Kepre-
sentation Bill,

Report of Select Com-.
mittee of Instructions to
conferees on Represen-
tation Bill—read and
adogted.

The Instructions.
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representation, in accordance with their respective numbers; that is, 15 Protestants:

and 14 Roman Catholics. In the opinion of the Council this arrangement would not

have been effected by the Bill as sent from the Assembly, but it was insured by

the amendments made by the Council, which took one member from the district

of Placentia and St. Mary’s, and gave one to Bonavista (which lattex district pos-.
sesses a population of between 700 and 800 more than the former), and s regula-.
ted the mode of voting in the Burin district as to secure the return, of one Roman

Catholic, and that such result would follow as contemplated by the Council is.
fally shewn by the annexed tabular statement. Itis evidently assumed by the Bill

of the Assembly that Burin would return t wo Protestants, butalthough this dis-.
trict has a Protestant majority, the experience of two contested elections in which

a Roman Catholic has succeeded against a Protestant, is evidence that the Roman.
Catholics can always return one member. To. remove, however, all: uneertainty in

this particular, the Council adopted the plan of allewing each. voter to give a sin-.
gle vote to two candidates, or two votes to one candidate, which, extending as it
does the privileges of the voters in that district, ensures the return of one Roman,
Catholic member.

It may be said that this.arrangement is- novel, but it must be remembered that
from peculiar circumstances legislation on the subject of increased Representation.
in this Colony must of necessity involve anomalies. Thus for instance—in the
district of Conception Bay, in order to preserve the equal representation of the
different religious sections, two. representatives are given to. a population of less
than 4,000, consisting principally of Roman Catholics; whilst a Protestant section
of the same district, containing upwards of 5,400 inhabitants, is. to be represented
by one member only: and in the district of St. John’s more than 6,000 Protestants
will be altogether unrepresented by a member of their own creed.. Should, how-.
ever, the House of Assembly deem the division of the Burin district a preferable
method of accomplishing the contemplated object, the. Council would offer: no ob-.
juction to such a proceeding.

2nd. The proximity of Bird Istand Cove to Bonavista, from which it 1s. dis-
tant about four miles, whilst from Catalina, the uearest settlement of Trinity Bay,
it is eleven miles, makes it obvious that 1t should belong to the Bonavista,
district ; and inconvenience has frequently occurred from this not being the case.
The alteration ean.in no.degree affect the character of the. electoral returns, as,
the districts of Trinity and Bonavista are both essentially Protestant.

3rd. In deference to the opinions of the Assembly, the Council have consented
o the amendment, of that House which limits the expenses to. be incurred by can-.
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His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Hasiwron, Esquire, Governor, &c. §c.

didates at elections, although they fear the amount so limited may be found insuf-
ficient to procure the services of respectable persons to discharge the responsible
duties of Returning Officers and Poll Clerks.

Her Majesty's Council, in their proceedings in this measure, have been influ~
enced by an earnest and anxious desire to do full justice to all classes of the people;
and they hesitate not to express their conviction that any material departure from
the principle on which they have founded their amendments, would tend to the
withholding of their just rights from one or other of these classes.

Tabular Statement before referred to.

DistRICTS. Pop'lation] Protest'nt] Catholic. | P. | C:
District of St. John's ... civiiviiiiiiincenivninnnne i 25196 6210| 18986 6.
« Triuity .. ..... o aseteesesttrreseses smeenass ... 8801 7518 1286 3
“ Bonavista cooveeievienviiiiionnoniiensrenis o 7227| 5418 1809 3
“ Twillingate and Fogo ...... cccoevaeneee | 674 5616, 1128} 2
« Ferryland.........ccooovunen.. aeeeens weeeeee] 45811 182) 4399 2
“ Placentia and St. Mary’s,c...ccc.oooveene 6473 1018 5455 2
« BUFI et ve oo vesvne aseesrsreraenenseeeneoee]  4308) 2407} 1951 1} 1
“ Fortune Bay.....ccocovvnicriiniinenn ] 2920 2657] 363] 1
« LaPoile...ovuveiviunninivrsvnioeneeenaonnns| 21800 2151 29] 1
- Coneception Bay: 1Ist subdivision—
Horse Cove to Turk’s Gut, inclusive............ 3997 769 3230 2
2nd subdivision~—Brigus to Port-de-Grave, hoth
TICIUSIVE. o eveeeserensseneeeeessenensnsnaenvones sneesst 0038 4150|1388 1
¢ 3rd subdivision—Bay Roberts to Harbour Grace,
 DOth IDCIUSIVE e rrvveneesennenreorerneneneenneeneend 7981 5198] 2783( 2
4th subdivision—Carbonear and Musquito........ 5071} 2340} 2731} | k
5th subdivision—Fresh Water to.Bay de Verde, ‘
{ inclusive....... eterenesesursrrrnesaiee Gorreesneneens 5439 3988' 1451} 1
15114
(Signed). WILLIAM ROBINSON,
President,

On motion, it was—

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. ArcuigaLp and Crowny, be: the. Conferses appointed—.
€Conferees.on the part of this House,

The Conferees went to the Conference, and having returned; the Honourable w4 report having deli-
Mr. Arcuisarp reported that they had met the managers. on the part of the 7§%dtheir nstructions.,
Assembly, and delivered to them their instructions. *
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Lozn Bill iought up
and read st time.

Assembly's Amend-
meats  on  Council's
amendments on Repre.
scntation Bili—read 3rd
time and passed,

House adjourns,

House meets.

Members presect.

T.oan Bill read 2nd
time,

House adjourns

House -meets.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur-~
rence of this House, entitled « An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the.
general purposes of the Colony”—which was read a first time—and

Ordered—To be read a second time to-morrow.

On motion, the last amendment of ‘the House of Assembly on the
Council’s amendments on the Bill to Increase the numbers of the Répresen-.
tatives in the General Assembly of this Island, was read a third time and,
passed.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until te-morrow..

4

TUESDAY, 30tu MAY, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

iﬁrtsmt -
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD; Attorney General.
w“ - JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretar Y.
“« CHARLES F. BENNETT. ‘
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“« JOSEPH NOAD.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled « An Act to raise by Loan-

a Sum of Money for the general purposes of the Colony,” was read a second time-
—and

Ordered—To be committed to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Thursday next.

THURSDAY, 1st JUNE, 1854.

» 1The Youse met pursuant to adjournment,
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Present :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.,
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
«“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into committee on the Bill

entitled “ An Act to raise by Loan a2 Sum of Money for the general purpos®s of
the Colony ;" .

The Honourable Mr, Jos in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.
Ordered—That the Report be received.

Ordered that the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message requesting
a conference with Her Majesty’s Council on the subject of the last conference.

Ordered—That the request be concurred in.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. CRowpy and ' Noap be the confe-
rees on the part of this House.

The conferees went to the conference, and having returned, reported that

they had met the conferees on the part of the Assembly, and received from them
their Instructions,

The: Instructions were then read; -and are asfollows:

The House of Assembly have requested this conference with Her Majesty’s
Covincil on’the subject of the last'conference, for the purpose of acquainting Her

Majesty’'s Council that they cannot recede from the amendmeénts made by them

upon- amendments madeiby Her ‘Majesty’s Cotncil in and upon the Bill entitled’
“ An Act'to increase‘the' present namber of Representatives in the General' Assem.’
bly ofthis' Island, and to'regulate the representatidn thereof,” for' the following
reasons:

J.embers present.

Loan Bill committad,—

—reportesd.

Mereszgefromthe House
of A-semhly requesting
a cunference.—

Concurred in.

Conferees appointed.

Report of Conlerees.

Asrembly's Instiuctions
to their conferees on the
Liepresenta:ion Bill.
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1st. In the amendments made by the House of Assembly on the amendments
sent to them from Her Majesty’s Council, the Assembly had prominently iu view
the following considerations, which influenced them in forming their Bill origi-
nally, viz.—first, the maintenance of the present relative adjustment of districts,
as far as practicable, submitting in a spirit of concession to a subdivision of the only
two districts the Council have heretofore particularly sought to subdivide, against
their conviction of the necessity or the public policy for such a course; especially
when it is borne in mind that under the present electoral divisions of this Island,
established upon the granting of a Representative form of Government to this
Colony, and tested for a period of twenty years, at five general elections, the re-
turn® to the Assembly have been a fair representation of the various interests and
opinions of the people of this Colony, and do not justify the objections to them even
in a denominational view, as there have been 39 Protestant members and 36 Ca-
tholics returned during that time: and although there are six of the existing nine
electoral districts of this Colony capable of returning three-fifths of the
members of the Assembly of the Protestunt persuasion,as shewn by Table No.
1, annexed, yet they have not done so, nor have the Catholic districts acted in a
«  less liberal spirit in the return of liberal and independent Protestants who gained
the public confidence by their liberal and enlightened views, integr 1tv of character,
and a regard for the substantial interests of the people, 1rrespect1ve of sectarian
distinctions. Secondly,—That the great body of the people who constitute the
liberal and progressive party in this Colony, and who are comparatively free of
mercantile and official control, shvuld have their due share of representation,
while those districts which are subject to such control should not have an undue
proportion of members. Aud thirdly,—As the Council have heretofore refused to
duplicate the present number of members on the basis of the non-division of the
present electoral districts, on alleged sectarian grounds, not distinct, as the Assem-
bly assumes, from mercantile and official interests, the Assembly were therefore
solicitous to meet this view, and accordingly arranged their amendments so that
the two principal denominations should have the power, if they wished to exercise
it, of securing the return of members according to the relative numbers of these
denominations,

The Council assumed, for the purpose of sustaining their amendments last
Session, that as the two principal denominations were so equal in numbers, there
being in the year 1845, 49,523 Protestant inhabitants, and 46,983 Catholics in this
Island, the returns under their amendments made by them on the Bill of the
Assembly, and their formmO‘ the subject of a Conference, would be 13 Protestant
and 13 Catholics members, a result which would be fair,though it weuld not have
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taken place, the Assembly conceive, under those amendments. There being no
State Church to be supported by this Colony, and no special reason therefore why
the electors of any denomination should seek to uphold any undue sectarian
ascendancy in the Government of this Colony, it is unreasonable to suppose that
either the Protestant or the Catholic Districts will be exclusively influenced by
denominational considerations in the return of their members, apart from the
unfair distribution of patronage and places of honour by tlie Government. The
only public question on which a sectarian difference has arisen here 1s that of
Education, and this difference existed, not between Protestants and Catholics, bat
between a portion of the members of the Church of England and the Dissenters
of the Colony; the former contending for the exclusive control of their share,
according to numerical proportion, of the Protestant Education grant, and the
latter for a non-division of it.

The Assembly therefore appropriated the members to the fiffeen districts
mentioned in their Bill with a due regard to all these considerations, without
undertaking to guarantee a relative return of 15 and 14 upon denominational
erounds; their Bill certainly gave the power to effect that result, though they are
confident the proportion of Protestauts that would be returned under it, would be
much more than 15, judging from the experience of the past. On reference to
Table No. 2, hereto annexed, it will be seen that the distribution of members
under their Bill was made with a due regard to the denominational. Among the
other important considerations already referred to, the Council assume that the
District of Burin would not return two Protestants, and therefore adopted a
moral principle of representing the Catholic minority in that district.  The
Protestant majority in the district of Burin is 456 inhabitants: three Protestant
gentlemen have been returned to the Assembly for that district, and only one
Catholic member has sat in the Assembly for it, he being a resident in the district
for more than forty years; and although supported by local friends, Catholic and
Protestant, he was defeated in a contest, by a Protestant merchant, who represent-
ed the district in the late House. It is therefore unjust to regard his return as a
sufficient reason to justify the adoption of this untried principle of representing
minorities in this single district.  Besides, while there is a less Catholic majority
(only 390) in the district of Carbonear, on which the return of a Catholic may be
said to rest, if viewed in a sectarian light, and while the number of inhabitants in
that district is 5071, to return only one member, the district of Burin, with a po-
pulation of 4358, has two members, with the majority of 450, and the same strong
" mercantile influences existing there which succeeded before. One member was
then taken from the liberal and Catholic district of Placentia and St. Mary’s, and

I
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one added to the Protestant district of Bonavista, which is much more under mer-
cantile influence. Now, the district of St. Mary’s and Placentia is more extensive
than that of Bonavista, the difference in their respective population is only 754
inhabitants. In 1850 the present Acting Solicitor General, in an amendment on
the Representation Bill, then before the Assembly, proposed to give the district of
St. Mary's and Placentia 4 members, and Bonavista only 2. There does not,
therefore, appear to be any reason why the latter district should should now occu-
py a better position in the proposed arrangement than the former. Nor did the
Assembly conceive that any circumstances exist to justify the giving of a third
member to Bonavista ; but they consented to it for the purpose of effecting a com-
promise with the Council—not from a sense of justice: they deemed it more expe-
dient for the general good to adopt that course, than to sanction any farther subh-
division of districts, or permit the introduction of the novel principle intended by
the Council to be applied in Burin. The distribution of members under the
amendments made by the Assembly differs in some important particulars from
that under the original Bill, as appears by the Table No. 3, hereto annexed.

The proposition to annex a part of the district of Trinity, under decided mer-
cantile influence, to a part of Bonavista, an essentially conservative district, but
not so thoroughly subject to that influence as Trinity district; and the alternative
suggested by Her Majesty’s Council of subdividing Burin, which cannot be equally
or fairly divided without producing Protestant majorities in both subdivisions, and
would involve not only the question of a general subdivision of all the Electgral
districts, but would give an undue preponderance to mercantile influence in those
two districts and in the aggregate returns.

Under these circumstances, rather than submit to the amendments of Her
Majesty’s Council, the Assembly would prefer the measure proposed in the
- Assembly by the present Acting Solicitor General in 1850, an abstract of which
isannexed in the Table No. 4. However unfair its application would be felt in
some cases, or objectionable on the score of the subdivision of certain districts,
the ouly qualification they would annex to the subdivision of the districts not
already agreed to be divided, is that two-fifths of the registered voters shall first
approve thereof by requisition to the Governor.

The House of Assembly, in their proceedings on this measure, have been
influenced by an earnest and sincere desire to do unqualified justice to all classes
of Her Majesty’s subjects in this Colony; and they hesitate not -to express their
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conviction that any material departure from the principle on which they have
founded their amendments, would tend to the withholding of their just rights

from one or other of these classes.

(Signed)

House or AsSseMBLY;
30th May, 1854.

?
S,

J. KENT,
Speaker.

T A B LE No 1.
ABSTRACT of Census of 1845.

"Which return 9
‘members to the
“Assembly.

Which return 6
members to. the.

Districts, Protestants.| Catholics.

Conception Bay............ 16,446 11,550
Trinity Bay.....cooocvi it 7,318 1,283
Bonavista Bay.............cooiiinn 5,418 1,809
FOQo..ooooiveiiiiiiiiiiiniiae e, ceeaen 5,616 1,128
Bunn ...................................... 2,407 1,951
Fortune Ba3 (including Burgeo and

La Poile, net represented) .. ....... 4,703 392
St.Johu's.cccovvivini i ee trene 6,211 18,985
Ferryland ..........cooooiiiin il 169 4412
Placentia and St. Mary’s............... 1,018}

TABLE No 2,

0,453’ Assembly.

Distribution of Members according to the €en- , Members. . .
sus of 1845. 8 Popula’n| Pret. ‘ Cath. Prot.| Cath. F;:l?ogéz:’bgt
St. John’s is divided into 2 districts by a line
running North from. Beck’s Cove to Broad .
CO¥e.. vttt vettt e eenesaeanaeen el ]25,106] 6210,18,986 6 4199|NarE—The Councl stated
“Trinity DIBTCt cee s vveesvvvuesoe e nnnnnenoo| 8801 7518 1283 3 2033|rence. that 13 Protesant
Bonavista District ... ovvvvrvvvnesenenennn. 7927] 5418 1809 ¢ 361 5lmembers and 13 Catholics
Fortune Bay District . .......... 2920 2557 363/ 1 g9oqiwould result frem their
LaPoile District.. ..... - 2180 Q151 29 1 2180 amendments in the Repre-
Ferryland District, s ooovuvviviiniiiinnan. 45811 182 4399|. 2 2290 :::x:“—lft?wB ﬁl;f’ir'ﬁﬁ res.
Burin District .. 4358 2407 1951 2 2179(sion ’glvn the power of re-
Placentia and St Mary B DlStrlct . 6473 1018 5455/, .8 2157|turning 15 and 14, while
Conception Bay is divided into 5 dxstncts to the Assembly do not recog-
return T mémbers, for a population of 28,026, ";1°b‘1}.’°-2'°ft‘lmﬁi‘:: J."t'“f:
averaging one for every 4000, viz.— 23:“ 1511:% re:ult. m[t is
Horse Cove to Cupids, inclusive. . L ees| 67221 2614; 4108 9 336]1(more than_prosable the
Port-de-Grave to Bay Roberts, inclusive. . 4612! 3806 8061 | 46]19|oumter of Protestants re-
Spaniards Bay to Harbour Grace, inclusive| 6182 3698 0484l 2 3091 wrped would ba‘ll]nuch lar.
Carbonear to Musquito, nclustve. .. o| 5071 3840 2asi| | 1| ooyili e bl
Fresh Water to Bay de Verde, mclunve 5439 3988 1451 1 543Gidoubtless continue to re-
Twillingate and Fogo, inclusive.. . 6744 5616) " 1198] ¢ 38709|turn independent Protest-
— ants, as they have hitherto
. 96,50649,523/ 46,983 15 14 tone:
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T ABLE No 3

Distribution of Members according to the Cer- , Members, ;
qus of 1845, Populal Prot. | Cath. |5

St. John's is divided into 2 Districts by 2 line

running North from Beck’s Cove to Broad

Cove . vvviiiiviiininnn Cereeaae 25,199] 6210) 18,986 6 4199
Trinity District . . ..o oo, 8801 7518 1286 3 2933
Bonavista District. . ..o vinenvnna ol 7227 54181 1809 3
Fortune Bay District ....................] £920; 2557 368 1 2920
La Poile District ......coeoiiviiiiian 2180, 2151 29| 1 2180
Ferryland District. . ..o oo evvivunv-eaenef 4581 1821 4399 2 2290
Burin District ..... ceeee.ea..| 4358 24071 1951 2 2179
Placentia and St. Mary s District . ..... 6473 1018 5455 3 2157
Conceptlon Bay is divided into 5 DleI‘lCtS, to

return 7 Members for a population of 28,026,

averaging 1 for every 4,000, viz.—

Horse Cove to Turks Gut ... ...........| 8997 767 3230 2 1998

Turks Gut to Port de Grave, inclusive . 5538 4150 1388 1 5588

Port de Grave to Harbour Grace, inclusive; 7981 5198] 2783} 2 3990

Carbonear to Musquito, inclusive . ........| 5071} 2340] «731 1 5071

Fresh Water to Bay de Verde, inclusive, . 5439 3988 1451 1 5439
Twillingate and Fogo, inclusive . ........... 6744 5616 1128 2 337

96,5061 49,623] 46,983] 16 | 14

SCHEDULE No. 4

The relative number
of these thres dintricts
as altered by the Coun-
cil stand as here stated;
the populationwas more
-equally divided in the
Bill ar sent up by the
Assembly,

The Solicitor General's amendments provide for 31 members, the Island to.
be divided into 17 districts, to be called and represented as follows:—

The District of St. Johin’s East c..ocveviinvieiinivieer siveenianns
“ St. JOlN'S WeSE cviviriiviir ciieitiriiis sttt eniine serennene3
“ Brigus ..ooouiiiiiiinenin i iieneniin s Cerrreein Cerenns 2
s Port-de-Grave.... TP
L Harbour Grace .. ....ooovvecieniiiineiraneenirennerrensenenn2
“« Carbonear...... ererereerereaes e rreesae e eetire e e 2
« Trinity South ............... e e PN 1
w Trinity North.........coiiiin o, e e ...1
s Bonavista South ....eoeooo .. Ceiereartereenerarieens Ceranes 1
“ Bonavista North........coeveviinnnns e eeaeereees 1
« Twillingate... S PP RPIN |
« Fogo...... S 1
w Ferryland....ccc.ooieniinen i, ereeenieaaa vereennd
« BayBulls........... et tre e areine s aaaa PR |
“ Placentia West.. erer reten et eeeeen rerareren srnee 2
“ Placentia and St. Marys. ................ e rerias v 2
s Burin.... coo.oieene eerreeneenen ceeres ereeeeniineaen eereees 2
« Fortune Bay ............... e ee e 2
e BUrgeo ..o oeirieiiiiin i e e e 1

...3 members.,

“,

&4
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On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until to-morrow,

FREDAY, 2np JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournmeat.
Present =
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.

“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Generak
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
‘. JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT
«“ THOMAS B. JOB.

The msinutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day the Bill entitled “ An Act to raise by Loan
a Sum of Money for the general purposes of the Colany” was read a third time
and passed—and

The Henourable the President signed the same.

On motion the House went into Committee of the whole on the Instructions
of the House of Assembly to their Conferees on the Bilk to lncrease the number
of the members of the General Assembly of this Colony.

The Honourable Mr. BenNeTT in the Chair.
After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported that it is the opinion of the Committee that a further-
Cooference be had with the House of Assembly on the subject of the Jast Con-.
ference on. the amendments on the  Increase of Representatives Bill.”

Ordered—That the Report be received.

Ordered that the Honourable Messrs. ArcHiBaLp and BENNETT be a Com-
mittee to draft Instructions to the Conferees.

The Honourable Mr. BexNeTt givesnotice that to-morrow he will move an
Address to the Governor calling His Excellency’s attention to the necessity of
providing means for giving prompt alarm in cases of Fire in this Town, and for
arresting the progress of Fires.

House adjourns.

House meets,

Members present.

Loan Bill read 3rd
time snd paned.

Asaembly’s Instructions
on Representation Bilt
committed.

Chairman reports that
s further counference
should be bad with the
Aasembly.

Select Committes ap~
pointed todraft Instruce
tions to conferees,

Notice of motion of ad-
dress to the Governor
on the subject of arreste
ing Fires in St. John's.
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Housse adjourns.

House meets,

Nembers present.

Adaress to the Go-
vernor on the subject
of crrosting Fices in St
Joha's.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

SATURDAY, 3rp JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
w ELDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
- THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to notice the Honourable Mr. BeNNETT moved an Address to the
Governor on the subject of Firesin St. Joln's, which was read and adopted, and
i3 as follows :—

To His Excellency Ker Baiwtie Hamivton, Es-
quire, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in
and over the Island of Newfoundland, &c., &c.
May 1T PrLease Yoor EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s Council, desire respectfully to bring under your Excel-
lency's consideration the present impertect provision made, for giving alarms on
the occurrence of fire in St. John's, and for arresting the progress of the flames.

On the morning of the 2nd instant, a serious conflagration occurred in Gower
Street in this town, which had attgined a considerable height before any public
alarm by means of the firing of guns or ringing of bells, had been given. '

The hose brought into use upon that occasion belonging chiefly to private
Companies and individuals, were not of a sufficient length to extend from the
pipes laid down by the Water Company, to Gower Street, the scene of the Fire—
whilst the absence of Hydrants in Gower Street rendered an adequate supply of
water difficult, if not impossible, of attainment.

We venture to express to Your Excellency the opinion that it would be a
wise and economical expenditure of Public Mouney, if a sum were appropriated
in the removal of such fire plugs as are now in the middle of the Streets, and
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the replacing of them by Hydrants at the side of the Streets, as well as their
establishment in the various firebreaks in Water Street, and also the providing
an adequate supply of hose, and alarm bells at some convenient place in each
firebreak.

We respectfully beg leave to recommend this subject to the favourable
consideration of your Excellency, and to pray that your Excellency will be
pleased to take such steps as may be deemed meet for giving effect to the mea-
.sures which we have the Lionour to submit.

WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber, 3rd June, 1854.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs, BENNETT and Noap be a Committee
to present the said Address to His Excellency.

The Honourable Mr. ArcuiBaLp from the Select Committee appointed to
prepare Iustructions to the Conferees on the subject of the last Conference with
the House of Assembly on the Amendments in the Bill to Increase the nnmber
of Representatives, presented a draft thereof, which was read and adopted, and
is as follows :(— :

Her Mujesty’s Council have requested this conference with the House of
Assembly on the subject of the last conference on the amendments made in the
Bill to Increase the number of Representatives, for the purpose of acquainting
the Assembly that having considered the Instructions of the Assembly to their
managers, the Council see in them no reason whatever for departing from the
principle of giving to the different religious denominations, with reference to
their numbers, their due proportion of Representatives; a principle which,
.while it has been the avowed object of both branches of the Legislature, would
not have been carried out by the Bill as sent up from the Assémbly, but would
have been effectuated by the amendments of the Council. The Council cannot,
therefore, recede from their amendments, except that in reference to the expenses
of elections, as already signified to the Assembly.

The Council, in making the amendment granting an enlarged exercise of
the franchise to the electors of the Burin district, were desirous, with a view to
the general arrangement, to ensure the return of one Roman Catliolic member for
that district, notwithstanding they were convinced from past experience that such
return would be made under the present Bill, without such amendmeat.”

In the last paragraph but one of their instructions to their conferees, the As-
sembly appear to express a desire to abandon the Bill which they have deliberate-

Committee appointed
to present the same.

Seleot Committes sp-
pointed to deaft fnstruo-
tions to Conferees on
Representation Bill pre-
sent their report.

Instructions te confe-
rees on Represcotation

Bill.
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Meuage from the
House of Assembly ac-
ceding to Conlerence.

Conferees sppointed.

Report of Conferees.

Houue adjouras.

House mests,

ly passed and sent up for the concurrence of the Council, and to substitute in its
stead a proposition (which is nevertheless characterized as upfair, and as still
requiring a peculiar qualification,) made at a former period by a member of their
own louse. Were it not for the gravity with which this proposition is intro-
duced, the Council would abstain trom bringing under the notice of the Assembly,
that to refer, in a conference between the two Houses, to the views and opinions
of individual members of either body, expressed now or at any former period, is
a proceeding of a novel and, as the Council submit, of an unparliamentary
character, and an irregularity which might lead to great inconvenience.

Much of the force of the arguments urged by the Assembly appears to de-
pend upon the use of peculiar appellations applied to certain districts and classes
of electors. The Council feel it right, therefore, to renew the intimation of their
opiunion, expressed upon a former occasion, that as these appellations are at best
but mere titles of assminption, and do not affect the merits of the question under
consideration, it is desirable to abstain from the use of them in the communica-
tions between the two branches.

The Council deem it unnecessary to enter into any lengthened discussion
of the statements contaired in the instructions of the Assembly 1o their conferees,
in which the Council fail to discover any ground for concluding that the views
entertained and expressed by the Council are inconsistent with a due regard to
the just rights of all classes of the inhabitants of the Colony ; unless it be in the
having assented to a scheme of representation from which the wealthy and im-
portant Protestant minority of the district of St. John’s is virtually excluded.

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message acceding
to the Conference requested.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. ArcaiBaLp and Crowbpy be the
Conferees on the part of this House,

The Conferees went to the Conference, and having returned, the Honourable
Mr. ArcmiBaLp reported that they had met the managers from the Assembly,
and delivered to them their instructions.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 5ta JUNE, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
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Present :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
& EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
« JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Saturday last were read.

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message requesting
a conference on the subject-matter of the last conference on the amendments made
in the Bill to Increase the present number of Representatives in the General As-
sembly of this Island.

Ordered—That the request be concurred in,

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. BENNETT and JoB be the managers
on the part of this House.

The managers went to the conference, and having returned, the Honourable
Mr. BENNETT reported that they had met the conferees on the part of the As-
sembly, and received from them their Instructions.

The Instructions were then read, and are as follows :—

The House of Assembly have requested this Conference with Her Majesty’s
Council on the subject of the last Conference on the Amendments made in the
Bill to Increase the number of Representatives, for the purpose of acquainting
the Council that having considered the lustructions of the Council to their
managers the Assembly regret to perceive in them the absence of that spirit of
conciliation and fair play which has influenced the conduct of the Assembly upon
this important question ; and they are therefore confirmed in the opinion which
they have entertained that it is utterly hopeless to expect the concurrence of the
Council in any just or geperally acceptable measure upon this subject. They
are now satisfied, however, that they have left untried no constitational means
at present available to them in the Coleny to effect an understanding with the
Council.

The objects of the Council in their treatment of the Representative Bill,
appear to have been two-fold; first—the mainienauce of theexisting system of
3

Members present.

Messsgelromthe House
of Ansembly requesting
a conference on the sub-
ject of the last confer-
ence on amendments of
Representation Bill.

Managens sppointed.

Report of managers,

Assembly’s Instruetions
to theirconferees on Re-
presentation Bill,
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Government, and the perpetuation of sectarian ascendancy in the Government
of this Calony; and secondly—the consolidation of that mercantile influence which
has predominated in the government from the time of the concession of the
constitution to the present day.

It should be horne in mind that in this, as in the neighbouring colonies,
there have always been vival iuterests at variance, having different objects in
view, and adopting different means to attain their ends. From the earliest days
in its history, the merchants of Newfoundland have endeavoured to keep the
Trade of the Country in their hands, and the operative population in a state of
vassalage. To effect this object the better, they strongly opposed the granting
to this Colony of a Representative form of Government, and other Institutions
incident to a progressive state of Society; when, however, against their will,
they were granted to the people, they managed to obtain a control over them,
and thus carry out in one way, what they had failed to acliieve in another; hence
their position in the Government, and the alliance which has been formed with
their interests at the Council Beard, to oppose all popular movements, and
especially the just settlement of a measure deemed essential to the proper working
of a reformed system of government. Hence the united opposition of the
Council (with one Honourable exception) to Responsible Government, and hence
the foundation for the distinction which facts and history have drawn, but to
which the Assembly have only adverted, as existing between the conservative or
obstructive party, and the liberal and progressive party, who have gained for
‘the people the most cherished privileges they enjoy, and all the reforms that
have been made in our political and other public institutions.

The Assembly should not have deemed it necessary to trace to its source the
distinctive and combined policy which the Council desire to carry out, or the
party to whom they are allied, had their attention not been called to the matter
by the manner in which they have taken exception to the use of these “peculiar
appellations” of ¢ liberal” and « conservative” or ‘mercantile districts,” and
endeavoured to substitute for them mere denominational distinctions which have
obtained an undue prominence in their proceedings on this measure, while the
real interests which the Council seek to uphold, have been kept in the back
sround. '

The Assembly would not wish to be understood as detracting from the
consideration due to the different religious denominations of this Island, in the
arrangement of the increase of the Representation, and they do not hesitate to
refer to the Bill, as introduced and amended by them, to prove the fairness of
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their views, in the distribution of the members, but they feel it their duty to.
protest against the manner in which, this element has been treated by the.Council,

The alleged anxiety of the Council to secure the return of a Catholic member
for the District of Burin, by the introduction of a new and untried principle, is.
regarded by the Assembly not as a constitutional safeguard, but as a dangerous.
expedient to divide the people, by promoting sectarian divisions, and from the.
existence of'anomalies in_the state of Society in this Colony, which do not exist,
except in the Constitution of its government. If the Electors of Burin have on
two occasions.returned Catholic members to the Assembly, while they have had.
the power of returning Protestants, that shews that they do not, recognize the
Sectarian standard as the test of Representative qualification, and. the Assembly
do not see the necessity or propriety of obliging them, or any other constituency,
to copform to a principle which often begets strife, without securing parlia-,
mentary usefulness, or political integrity.

The. Assembly regret to perceive.a disregard of facts on the part of the
Council, in their statement- that the Assembly appear to express a desire on their-
part to abandon the Bill which they had-deliberately passed-and sent up for the.
concurrence of the Council;

As ap alternative, they stated that rather than accede to the. Council’s.
amendments, they would prefer the. measure introduced by the now acting-
Solicitor General, in 1850, with a.slight modification, and. they.are quite at a loss.
to understand, in what sense it can be considered unparliamentary, or. irregular,
to refer to that measure, or-to the name of the introducer of. it, for the purpose of
designating and.identifying it, nor do.they think the Council should have raised
any objection on the score. of inconvenience, to a reference to such a record of -
the expressed opinions of any member of their board, or any officers of the,

Government when, the settlement, of ap important political question is sought to.
be effected. \

The liberal district: of*St. Joln’s which has invariably retarned'a Protestant.
member to the Assembly, commenging with. the. Honourable- WiLnian. Tuomas,
who occupies a seat in the Ceuncil, would (the Assembly are. confident) under-
their Bill, contiue to display the same liberality in the return. of members,
deserving of public. confidence, irrespective of sectarian distinctions. ‘The
Assembly are therefore surprised that the Council, should have repeated an
allegation which the Assembly have heretofore passed unnoticed, that even
under the scheme of Representation. to which they. have assented, the ‘wealthy

' K 2
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and important Protestant minority of the District of St. John’s is virtually ex-
cluded, while the gross population of the District is 25,196, of whom 18,986 are
Catholics, and it is only allowed six members, being one for everv 4,199
inhabitants, or as the Council would erroneously assume, one for every 3,132
Catholics; forgetting that the conservative and mercantile District of Trimty,
with only 8,801 inhabitants, not half the Catholic population of St. John’s, and
little over a third of its gross population, was to have three members, being one
for every 2,933 of its inhabitants, or one for every 2,506 Protestants 1 the District,
and La Poile would have one member for 2,151 Protestants, that according to the
reasoning of the Council, there are more than 11,000 Catholics unrepresented.
in Districts having Protestant majorities, and that in fact, the arrangements in the
Bill, as passed by the Assembly, were so made as to leave no reasonable ground of
objection on this or any other head, a conclusion in which disinterested men of all
denominations, who have considered the subject, fully concur.

In conclusion, the Assembly have also to express their regret, that in the
discussion of this question, the Council should have so far forgotten the dignity
which ought to characterize the grave deliberations of either branch of the
Legislature, as to give vent to the display of temper which pervades the iustruc-
tions to their managers; and the Assembly take the liberty of suggesting, without
intending any disrespect, that as the arguments put forward by them, in support
of their amendments, are evidently unanswerable, it would be more magnanimous
in the Council to submit to them with becomning grace, than continue to oppose
the popular will. .

(Signed) - J. KENT,

Speatker.

House of AssemBLy, ¢
5th June, 1854. S

Ordered —That the said instructions be taken into consideration to-morrow.

Hoise adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 6ru JUNE, 1854,

House mets. The House met pursuant to adjournment.
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I0resent: .
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present,
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
« LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion made aud seconded, it was—

Ordered—That the following message be transmitted to the House of
Assembly with reference to the Assembly’s instructions to their conferees on
the subject-matter of the last conference on the amendments made in the Bill
to increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly.

Mpr. Speaker,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have Mewmage to the Houss

passed the last amendment made by the Assembly upon the amendments made ;:ﬁ:;'“:ﬂ":;’:::,‘;i’:ﬁ

. . . s of the Assembly on
by the Council upon the Bill entitled “An Act to increase the present number g ™o, Asemsy <

of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the on Represeatation Bill
—and of their not con-

Representation thereof —and do not concur in the other amendments made by curring in the other

the Assembly upon the said amendments made by the Council upon the said Bill. :;‘,,:3{}?“"“ of the As-

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber, 6th June, 1854.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until to-morrow, .
. Houss adjourns.

WEDNESDAY, 7tu JUNE, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

House meets.
FPresent
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present,
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
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The minutes of yesterday were read.

ffﬁm.'zle 3‘ i’;“""’); The message to the House of Assembly, of yesterday, on the subject of the
aken to the House o N . Lt
Assembly. Increase of Representation Bill, was this day taken to the Assembly by.the.

. Master in Chancery.
House adjourns.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TIIURSDAY, 8tu JUNE, 1854,

House meets. The House met pursuant to adjournment.,

Members present, Present
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« EDWARD M. ARCUHIBALD, Attorrey Generak:,
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
& JAMES J. GRIEVE,
“ CITARLES F. BENNETT

The winutes of yesterday were read.

Message from the

House of Assembly re- A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message in the.
questing & free confer- . :
ence on the amend- fOIIO“'lng \VOrdS —_—

mentsonRepresentation
Bill. Mpr. President,—
The House of Assembly request a free conference with Her Majesty's
Council upon the subject-matter of the last conference on the amendments made
in the Bill to increuse the present number of Representatives in the General
Assembly of this Island.
(Signed) J. KENT,
Speaker.

Houst or AssemBLy, Y
8th June, 1854.

Ordered—That the request be concurred. in.

Managers appeinted— Ordered—That the Ionourable Messrs. Besxyerr and Gricve be the
managers on the part of this House.

The managers went to the free conference, and having returned, the Honour- .

Theiz repon. able Mr. BENNETT reported that they had met the conferees of the House of
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Assembly on the subject of the differences existing between the Council and the
Assembly on the Representative Bill—that no new matter was proposed on behalf
of the House of Assembly—that the managers from this House repeated to the
Assembly’s conferees the reasons already offered in the previous conferences
with that House, for not receding from their amendments,—they also stated that
if it was desired by the Assembly that the arrangement with regard to Burin for
the purpose of securing one Protestant and one Roman Catholic member was
objectionable, and they, oun the part of the Assembly would propose the abandon-
ment of that principle, that your managers would submit that proposition to the
Council, but with the understanding that this should be a final settlement of the
other differences, to which the conferees on the part of the Assembly replied that
the House would not be satisfied unless a third member were given to the district
of Placentia and St. Mary’s. Under these circumstances, they have nothing
further to report to this Honcurable House,

Ordered—That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, it was—

Ordered—That a message be sent to the House of Assembly, stating that
having heard from the mauvagers on the part of this House, the Report of what
transpired at the free conference on the amendments on the Increase of Repre-
sentatives Bill, this House cannot recede further from the amendments made
by them upon the said Bill.

A message in accordance with the foregoing was thereupon sent to the
House of Assembly by the Master in Chancery.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Saturday next.

SATURDAY, 10tn JUNE, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present:
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colornial Secretary,
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.

« JAMES J. GRIEVE.

Message to House of
Assembly having refer-
ence to the report of
the managers at the free
conference onRepresen-

‘tation Bill—

sent,

House adjourns.

House meets,

Membens present,
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Hon. Mr. Job tobe a
member of Library com-
mittee.

Houee adjourns.

House meets.

Members present.

Notice of motion to
bring the published re-
solutions of the House
of Assembly under the
consideration of the
Couancil.

House adjourns.

House meets.

The minutes of Thursday last were read.
On motion made and seconded, it was—

Ordered—That the Honourable Mr. Jog be a member of the Standing
Committee of the Legislative Library, in the place of the Honourable Mr. Row
—absent from the Colony.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 12ru JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present.
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. ’
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
“ JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
" LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
“ JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Saturday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. BENNETT gives notice that to-morrow he will bring
under the consideration of the House the published resolutions of the House of
Assembly with respect to the conduct of this branch of the Legislature, on the
subject of the Representative Bill, with a view to the Council's adopting such
measures in reference thereto, either by an Address to the Secretary of State, or
otherwise, as may be deemed advisable.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 13tn JUNE, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment,
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FPresent.
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present.
“ EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
« JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
“ CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
« JAMES J. GRIEVE.
« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable Mr. BENNETT brought under the con-
sideration of the House the published resolutions of the House of Assembly, with
respect o the conduct of this branch of the Legislature on the subject of the
Representative Bill, and moved that an address to His Grace the Duke of New-
castle be read ; which being seconded, the said address was read accordingly, and
is as follows:—

To His Grace the Duke oF NewcastiLp, Her Addres to his Grace
. ) ) the Duke of Newcastle
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for on Representation Bill

the Colonies, &c., &c., &c.

May 1T PLEaseE Your GRACE,

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the Council of Newfoundfand,
having had under consideration an Address of the House of Assembly to Your
Grace, embodyiag certain Resolutions passed by that House, having reference to
the increase of members Bill, and other matters, and containing reflections on
our conduct, feel ourselves constrained to lay before Your Grace a statement, as

well of facts as of the motives which have influenced us in our proceedings in
the matters in question.

With regard to those parts of the Resolutions which cast unworthy and

unwarranted imputations on us, we feel that we can safely pass them without
observation.

En the Bill for increasing the number of members sent up to the Council by
the House of Assembly, provision, it was stated, was made for the due repre-
sentation of the two great religious denominations; and the member who intro-
duced the Bill into the Assembly, in a printed statement sent to the members of

L
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-

the Couucil, took credit for having arrived at the satisfactory result desired by
both branches of the Legislature, of affording the means of these denominations
Leing represented in their propgr proportion—that is, by 15 Protestunts, and 14
Roman Catholics ; but the Council having a conviction that such a result
(admitted on all sides to be a fair one) would not be effected by the Bill as sent
to them, amended it, by taking one member from the district of Placentia and
St. Mary's, which, with a population of 6,473, had three members assigned to it,
and giving one to Bonavista, which, with a population of 7,227, was put down
at two only, and thus secured the object eqqually desired by both branches,
without in any degree affecting the farr principle of representation as respects
population,

The district of Burin, notwithstanding it has a Protestant majority, has in
two contested elections returned a Roman Catholic member ; but to secure the
certainty of one of its members being of that creed, and the consequent fair
proportion of the Represcntation, we made the arrangement which extends the
privilege of the franchise, by allowing the constituency to give one vote each to
two Candidates or two votes to one; and which so far from being, as stated in
the Resolutions of the Assembly, destructive to the peace of a thriving community,
will, we are convinced, tend especially to prevent the peace being broken by the
intimidation and sectarian strife which have, on former occasions, beeu in active
operation in this District.

The ouly prerequisite to the introduction of Responsible Government
inser'ted Dy the Council in the Bill, was, that candidates should pay their Election
expenses, and this was so altered by the Assembly as to make it doubtful
whether officers of sufficient respectability can be procured for conducting the
electious. *

From regard to the privileges of the House of Assembly the Council did
not insert a provision for preventing members receiving pay from the public
chest; and this suggestion of Your Grace has been altogether passed over by
the Assembly.

The proposition of the House of Assembly, that because the amendments of
the Council dn not suit the views of eight or nine members of the former House,
—and it must be remembered that one point of disagreement only remains,—
the Council shall be put aside, or reconstructed so as to be the mere instrument
of the Assembly, is too extravagant to require observation; hut the extent to
which the Assembly, in the pursuit of their object, will carry their proceedings,
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is most painfully evidenced, by their refusal to grant the Supplies necessary for
the conduct of the public business of the colony,

Because they, the Representatives of a minority of the people, cannot effect
their purpose, they adopt a course, which in a time of great suffering, from the
increased cost of the necessaries of life, and from other causes, will leave a number
of officers, entirely dependant on small stipends, to starve, or resort to other
employment for their support;—and this at a period when nearly half the year
for which their services are engaged, has expired; will leave a vast number of
aged, infirm, and widowed paupers without legal provision; and will, also, leave
the youth of the Colony utterly destitute of the means of Education ;—iu short,
for the attainment of a purely selfish object, will' throw the whole Colony into a
state of distress and confusion.

Such conduct sufficiently proclaims the unfitness of its authors for being the
depositocies of Legislative powers.

We will only further trespass on Your Grace by stating, that we did thiuk,
and still vetain the opinion, that, from the anomalies in this Colony, and par-
ticularly from the nearly equal numbers of the Religious Bodies, there would be
considerable difficulty in working out the system of Party Government; but,
when Her Majesty’s Government determined on its introduction, we at once
bowed to the decision, and turned our attention to. those pre-requisites required
by Your Grace, with an carnest desire so to arrange them as to prevent what
was iutended to be an extension of popular rights, being perverted from its
proper object.

The composition of the Council, we venture to state to Your Grace, is the
best guarantee for its faithful and liberal consideration of all measures likely
to benefit the Colony. With the exception of the Official members, it consists
principally of leading Merchants, who, from their large stake in the country,
and their common interest with the operative and other classes of the community,
must be most desirous for that system- of Government best calculated to promote
the general interests, with which their own are so deeply involved.

Under the influence of these feelings, we have taken part in legislating on a
question vitally affecting, for good or ill, the future of this Colony ; and we feel
assured that, in our proceedings, which hove had for their object the securing
of justice to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, we shall receive from Her
Majesty’s Government that support to which we respectfully claim to be entitled.

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,

Presiden
Council Chamber, 13th June, 1854, e
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Address to theGovernor
requesting his Excellen-
cy to forward the fore-
going address to the
Duke of Newcastle.

Committee appoiated to
prescnt the same.

Natice of motion to
present cddress to the
Governor for the ap-
pointment of delegates
to England.

Hon. Mr. Crowdy inti-
mates the Governor's
intention to- prorogue
the Legislature.

Message from Assembly
of having passed Coin
Rates  and  Currency
Legulation Bills, with
smendments,

Ordered—That the said Address be adopted.
On motion made and seconded, it was—

Ordered—That the following Address be presented to the Governor praying

His Excellency to forward the foregoing Address to His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle.

To His Excellency Ker Bawwuie Hamivron, Es-

quire, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in
and over the Island of Newfoundland, & ., §c.

May 1T PLEase Your ExcELLENCY,—

Her Majesty’s Council beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that they have
adopted an address to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, in reference to the Bill
recently before the Council, for Increasing the number of Representatives, which
they respectfully request your Excellency will be pleased to transmit to His.Grace.

WILLIAM ROBINSON,
President.

(Signed)

Council Chamber, 13th June, 1854,

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. BENNETT and Jos be a Select
Committee to present the same,

The Honourable Mr. BEXNETT gives notice that to-morrow he will move
that an address he presented to the Governor, praying His Excellency to appoint
two members of this branch of the Legislature to proceed to England to supply
such information to Her Majesty’s Government as may be required, touching the
public affairs of this Colony.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary Crowpy acquaints the House, by direction
of the Governor, that it is His Excellency’s intention to prorogue the Legislature
to-morrow, at half-past two o'clock, p. M.

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up the following
message \—

Myr. President,—

The House of Assembly have passed the Bill sent down by Her Majesty’s
Council, entitled “ An Act to declare the Ratesin Currency at which British Gold
and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender,” without amendment.
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They have also passed the Bill sent down by Her Majesty’s Council, entitled
“ An Act to regulate the Currency of-this Colony,” with some amendments, to
which they beg the cencurrence of the Council.

(Signed) J. KENT,

Speaker.
House or ASSEMBLY,
Juoe, 1854.

The amendments on the last-named Bill were then read-—-and
The House went into Committee thereon ;

The Honourable Mr. Noap in the Chair.

After some time the House resmmed.

The Chairman reported that the Committee concurred in certain of the
amendments, and recommended that a conference be had with the House of As-
sembly on the remainder that were not agreed to.

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. ARcHiBaLD and Noab be a Select
Committee o draft Instructions to the conferees.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow, at
one o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, 14tu JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Present :
The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
“. JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
“ JOSEPH NOAD.
s CHARLES F. BENNETT.
“« LAURENCE O’BRIEN.
“ THOMAS B. JOB.
« JAMES J. GRIEVE.
e EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Generat.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Amendments on Cus».
reney Bill read,

Committed.

Conferencs on, recom-
mended.

Committee appointed to
draft Instructions.

House adjourns.

Homuse meets.

Members present.
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Address to the Gover-
nor to appoint two mem-
bers of the Council to
proceed to Englaad.

Committee appointed to
present the same,

Their report.

Report of Committea to
the Governor to forward
address to the Duke of
Newcastle,

Instructionsto conferees
on Assembly’s zmend-
wents on Currency Bill,

Pursuant to notice, and en motion, the Honourable Mr. BexNeTT presented
the fullowing Address, which was read and adopted.

To Ilis Excellency Ker Barrie Haminron, Es-.
quire, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in-
and over the Island af Newfoundland, §c.,§ ¢

May 1t PrLease Your EXcELLENcY,

We, ller Majesty's dutiful aud loyal subjects, the Council of Newfoundland,
in General Assembly convencd, humbly pray that Your Excellency will be
pleased to appoint two members of this branch of the Legislature to proceed to
England for the purpose of bringing under the consideration of Her Majesty’s.
Government the present condition of Newfoundland, and of supplying such
information as may be requirved, touching the affairs of this Colony.

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President..
Council Chamber, 14th June, 1354, '

Ordered—That the Honourable Messrs. Crowpy and Jos be a Select Com-
mittee to present the said Address,

The Honcurable Mr. Crowpy from the Select Committee, reported that
having waited on the Governor, His Lxcellency stated that he would comply

with the wishes of the Council.

The Honourable Mr. Jos, from the Select Committee appointed to wait on
the Governor with an Address praying His Excellency to forward. an. Address
from this House to llis Grace the Duke of Newecastle, reported that llis Excel-
lency had been pleased to say that he would comply with the request of the House,

The lonourable the ArrorNey GENERAL, fromm the Seleet Committee
appointed to draft Instructions to the conferees on ihe amendments made by the
Assembly on the Bill to regulate the Currency of this Colony, reported a draft
thereof.

Ordered—That thie same be received.,

The 1nstructions are as follow :—

fler Majesty’s Council have requested this conference for the purpose of
acquainting the House of Assembly that the Council do not concur i~ °
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amendments made by the Assembly in the 17th line of the 1st section, and the
Gth line of the 4th section, of the Bill “ to regulate the Currency of this Colony,”
1or the following reasons:—

As respects the first-mentioned amendment, the Council think it essential, for
securing the circulation of small silver money, to fix, by Legislative enactment_
the values assigned by the Bill to Shillings and Sixpences, tendered in sums
under Five Shillings. These values, although a minute fraction beyond their
respective values, in proportion to the Sovereign, are not such as to affect the
confirmation of the Act, and will be uniformly binding on all parties; when
leaving the coins in question to find their relative values would not be attended
with uniformity in their rates of circulation, and would, consequently, lead to a
diminution of the amount of Silver change, owing to the present scarcity of which,

very great inconvenience is now felt in the community. '

In regard to the second amendment, the Council consider that it is contra-
dictory “to the principle of the Bill, and is the same provision which caused the
disallowance by the Crown of the Currency Bill of 1845. It is most desirable
that in future contracts and Legislative enactments, the Pound Sterling should
be either the Sovereign, or such corresponding amount in the currency ot other
coins declared a legal tender as shall be equal to the currency value assigned by
the Bill to the Sovereign. The provision in the Bill will not affect existing
contracts or Legislative enactments; but it is obviously desirable that in future
the Sterling value and the Currency value of the Sovereign should be correlative-
ly the same. ‘

At half-past two o'clock, p.m., His Excellency the Goveruor having arrived
at the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the gentleman Usher
of the Black Rod was ordered to direct the immediate attendance of the House
of Assembly at the Bar of this House; and they being come thereto, His Excel-
lency was pleased to give his assent to the following Bills, viz. :—

“An Act to declare the rates in Currency at which British Gold and Silver
Coins shall be a legal tender”—and

“An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the general purposes of the
Colony.”

After which His Excellency wus pleased to deliver the following Speech :—

His Excellency the Go-
vernor arrives at the
Council Chamber to
close the Session.

Assents to certain Bills,

¢
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14tk June, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17ta OF VICTORIA.

His Excellency’s speech
on proroguing the Ge-
neral Assembly.

The General Assembly
prorogued,

Mpr. President and Gentlemen of the Council :—
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly :—

.In my reply to the Address of the Assembly in answer to my Speech on
opening the present Session, I expressed my regret at the course the Assembly
then appeared resolved to pursue; and that whether the public good bad beep
consulted in arriving at the determination to which they had come, was a question
for their own consideration ; and that with them would rest the responsibility for
any detriment to jmportant public interests which might arise from such course.
And, now, whether circumstances—especially since the communication to the
Assembly of the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch of the 21st February last, on the
subject of Responsible Government—justify the course of procedure on the part
of the Assembly announced by them in their Address to His Grace, is a point on
which 1 forbear to express an opinion; but which must be submitted to the con-
sideration of the Imperial Authorities.

The Session having extended over four months and a half, and the Assembly
having, at the expiration of that protracted period, stated their determination, for
reasons mentioned in their Address to her Majesty’s Secretary of State, not to
grant to her Majesty Supplies for defraying the expenses of the Civil Government
of the Colony, 1 am indnced, by regard for the honour of the Crowa, formally to
terminate the Session by prorogation.

"The Honourable the President of the Council then said—It is His Excellency
the Governor’s will and pleasure that this General Assembly be prorogued to
Wednesday the ninth day of August next, to be then and here holden; and this
General Assembly stands prorogued accordingly.
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APPENDIX No 1

ESTIMATE

Of the Charge of Defraying the Public Expenditure of the Island of Newfoundland, for
the Year ending 3lst December, 1854.

£20.707 35, 4d.

Proposed distribution of the above Suw.

COOCOO0COSCOCOO

Salary of the Private Secretary ... o e S O TPPI £200 0 O
Clerk of the Council  ...... o0 L e o ereees e 200 0 O
Two Clerks in the Secretary’s Office  ...... e ceeer oo 400 0 O
Office Keeper ditto PP 6o 0 0
Messenger ditto e eeeese eseess amsees eesues 60 0 O
Colonial Treasurer ... ceiiie eiiinn weeaee eseese eenees 500 0 O
Clerk in the Treasurer’s Office.  ......  cees iir ceeie e 150 0 O
Clerk of the Supreme and Central Courts, including allowance for Assistant

Clerk, and for purchase of printed forms ... ... .o 420 0
Clerk of Northern Circuit Court ...... ... cir evver e 200 0
Ditto of Southern Circuit Court ...... oo ceeir eeenee e 200 0
Crier and Tipstaff of Supreme Court creree eeenes 60 0O
Ditto ditto Harbour Grace Court .. ... ceoes ceenn e 20 0
Three Police Magistrates, St. John's ... reee eesere e 900 O
* Police Inspector P TPt 60 0
High Constable  ...... ... .. Cneeee emeeee e 80 O
Ten Police Constables ...... ... ... s 450 0
Gaoler .0 i i s e eeee ¢ e 150 0

\ Carried forward ... e £4210 0 O

“ With an addition of £40 a year from the grant for the Poor for services to the Commissioners.
M2
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Brought forward e 84210 0 O

Salary of Gaol Surgeon ..... ... Lo e e 40 0 O
Hospital Surgeon ... ... 0 Lo a 150 0 0

District Surgeon, including Medicine, &e¢. ...... ... Ll 200 0 ©

District Surgeon, Conception Bay T e e 100 0 0

Gaol Surgeon, Harbour Grace...... ... .. L. 30 0 0
Physician of Lunatic Asylum ...... ... e e 200 0 0

Gate Keeper, Government House Lodge  ...... ... ... 26 0 0

House Keeper, Colonial Building ... ... .. 60 0 0
Attorney General’s Fees ...... ... .. e e e, 250 0 0
Solicitor General's Fees ...... ..., e e e, 200 0
Stipendiary Magistrates, &c., in the Outports, as per detailed statement annexed ...... 3791 0 O

MISCELLANEOUS,
Ordinary Repairs of Court Housesand Gaols ~ ...... ... ... 200 0 0
Gaol Expenses ... oo e e e, 600 0 0
Printing and Stationery ...... e e e, 500 0 0
Crown Prosecutions ... ... Lo e el 300 0 0
Coroners ...... ... o e e e 200 0 0
Fuel and Light wee e e : e e, 450 0 0
Postages and Incidentals ...... ... . e e e 120 0 ¢
Circuits of the Judges ...... ... .. Lo Ll 400- 0 0
Relief of the Poor ... ... e e . 6000 0 0
Outport permanent Poor ...... ... .. L L 400 0 0
Lunatic Paupers ... ... L. e 1200 0 0
Shipwrecked Sealing Crews ... ... v e 100 0 ©
Men stationed at Fort Amherst ... ... L B 36’10 0
Duties on Wines for Military Mess ..., ... L. . 80 0 0
* Gas Light Company, St. John's  ...... ... L. L. 7113 4
* Ditto ditto, Harbour Grace e e e, 2 0 0
Unforeseen Contingencies ... e e e .. 900 0 0
PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES.

Mrs. Blaikie ... ... L. S e e 50 0 0
Matthew Stevenson ... .. L aen . 40 0 0
Robert Connel ..., ... . e e e, 10 0 0
Robert Smith ..., e e e e 10 0 0
Carried forward ... £20420 3 4

* Asa considerable portion of the year for which these grants are required, has expired, the service is estimated for to the 30th June—~
but it will be omitted in future estimates,
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»

ALLOWANCES TO FERRYMEN.*

At Manuels ...... ...
Great Placentia ...,
Little St. Lavwrence ...,
Salmonier ...... ©~ ...
Burin and Spoon Cove ......
Biscay Bay ...
Portugal Cove ...

......

......

------

------

------

North and South Side Holyrood, £14 each

Aquaforte ...... ...
Trinity  cooo.
Malbay ... ..

------

John’s Pond, North Harbour, and Salmonier

Belle Isle and Topsail ...
Harbour Grace and South Side

Brought forward

......

.......

......

......

LT ERTY

cccccc

------

......

------

------

------

------

......

e

. 93
...... £20420 3 4
£10 0 0
2 0 0
10 0 0
2 0 0
20 0 0
5 0 0 1
2 0 0 .
30 0 O
15 0 0 ,
2 0 0 . :
12 0 0
30 0 O
20 0 0
2 0 0
—_— 287 0 O
...... £M

* It is suggested that such Ferries as are absolutely required, should, in future, be provided for in the Road Bill.

The estimate for clearing snow from the streets of St. John's is omitted, as is also that for carrying out tke Crown Lands Act, a conside~
rable portion of the Sum granted on this latter sccount being unexpended.

DETAIL

Of Salaries and Allowances to Stipendiary Magistrates and Constables, Clerks of the Peace
and Gaolers, in the undermentioned Outports, for the year 1854.

. Outports. Magistrates, C‘eg:g; the Contablen Gaolers. Total.
No, Salary,
£ £ ¢ £

Petty Harbour 1 20) 20

Torhay ... 1 20 20

Portugal Cove 1 20 20

South Shore 1 12 12

Harbour Main 1 12 12
Cat’s Cove 1 12 12

Brigus and Port-de-Grave © 150 60 2 50 260

Bay Roberts 1 12 12

Carried forward 150 60 91 158 ‘368
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DETAIL of Salarics and Allowances to Stipendiary Magistrates and Constubles, Clerks of
the Peace and Gaolers, in the undermentioned Qutports—(Continued.)

Constables.
Outports. Magistrates, |Clerks of the Gaolers, Total.
Peace, No, Salary,
£ £ £ £ £

Brought forward 150 60 9 158 368
Harbour Grace e 130 130 1 50 90 670

Ditto g ... . 200 , 2 50 2
Carbonear .. . .. 150 €0 3 75 285
Day de Verde 1 12 12
Western Bay ... 1 12 12
Haunts Harbour 1 12 12
Perlican 130 1 12 142
Heart’s Content H 12 12
New Harbour... 1 12 12
Trinity . - 150 60 2 37 25 272
Catalina 1 25 25
Bonavista e . 150 45 1 25 10 230
Tickle Cove 1 12 12
King’s Cove 1 12 12
Salvage 1 12 12
Greenspond v 1 12 12
Twillingate and Fogo .., 130 45 3 49 10 234
Exploits Bay . 1 12 12
Bay Buolls ... 100 1 25 125
. Witless Bay 1 12 12
Toad’s Cove 1 12 12
Brigus, South 1 12 12
Cape Broyle 1 12 12
Caplin Bay 1 12 12
Ferryland ... o o 100 60 1 25 2 210
Aquaforte 1 12 12
Fermeuse 1 12 12
Renevws 1 12 12
Trepassey e v . 1 12 12
St. Mary’s 130 1 25 155
Placentia ... ) 130 3B | 1 2 | 2 215
Little Placentia | 1 192 12
Carried forward 1650 515 | 47 821 185 3171
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DETAIL of Salaries and Allowances to Stipendiary Magistrates and Constables, Clerks of
the Peace and Gaolers, in the undermentioned Quiporéis—(Continued.)

}

Outports. Magiatrates. Clei,lzz:ef’ the ;I—E) notobles. Gaolers. Total,
0. Salary.
£ £ £ £ | £
Brought forward 1650 515 | 47 821 185 3171
QOderin 1 12 12
Merasheen . . 1 12 : 12
Burin C e w .. - 150 35 1 25 25 235
St. Lawrence 1 - 12 12.
Lamaline _ 1 12 12
Grand Bank 130 1 12 142
Jersey Harbour 1 12 12
Harbor Briton ... 100 B |1 12 147
Burgeo Islands 1 12 12
Hermitage Bay ... ' 1 12 12
Spaniard’'s Bay 1 12 12
Total 2030 585 158 966 210 | £3791
RECAPITULATION. .
15 Magistrates - - - - - - £2030 0 0
16 Clerks of the Peace - . - - - . 585 0 0
7 Gaolers - - - - - . 2100 0
58 Constables - . . . - . - 966 0 0
£3791 00
L - N
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AP
Port of St. John's,

PENDIX, No. 2

A CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT of the Goods impor ted in the Year, ended 5th day of
January, 1854, shewing the aggregate Quantitics and Value of the various Articles,
with the Amount of Duty collected thereon.

Articles Imported. Quantity Imported. Value. Duty.
Ale, Porter, Beer, Cider and Perry .| .ot £3252 3 3 £325 4 3
Apples 14151 Bls. 702 4 8 106 3 3
Bacon and Hawms ... 703 2 8 Cwis. 2028 12 6 175 17 11
Beef (salted or cured) . . 21031 Bls. 3889 0 7 210 7 0
Brandy, Whiskey, Geneva and Cmdm]~ ”40/()— Gals, 6028 7 5| 3611 11 3
Bread or Biscuit 1123722 3 "h Cwts. 73478 8 3 1546 11 4
Butter o} 16997 3 2 Cws. 51702 17 10 1699 18 5
Candles ... .. i i e, 4813 15 b 361 0 4
Cattle (Neat) 2471 13686 9 8 684 6 5
Cheese 403 0 25 Cwts. 980 17 9 100 16 2
(,l”'llj 359475 737 5 0O 89 17 4
L]mks and W alches ------------------ 407 14 6 40 15 b5
Coals .. 239912 Tons. 16808 3' 3 1199 11 9
Cocoa 42 1 l-l Cwits. 105 0 O 10 11 11
Coffee ... 1329 0 11 « 1730 9 9 332 4 3
- Fish (Dried and Sa!tcd) 200 8 « 35 5 0 7 5 4
Flour " 123303 Bls. 136647 1 9 9247 14 6
Furniture 1051 16 8 105 3 6
Goods, Wares, and ’\lerclnudue, not ] o =

otherwise enumerated or described| § ©'7°7 77T 363949 7 2 18197 11 0
Horses, Mares, and Geldings .. 43 482 17 4 21 10 O
Lumber . ..b o 3074835 Feet, 5467 18 3 384 7 1
Molasses .. 744467 Gals. 37873 3 7 4652 19 5
Oatmeal dl](l ludmn 1\1&'11 16491 Bls. 13438 12 6 412 5 6
Oil and Blubber, ¥Fins and Skins B T TP
Pork (Salted or Cur ed) 22169 Bls. 65593 6 2 3B 7 0
Rum 96739 Gals. 9769 8 3 4480 7 9
Salt 334481 Tons. 20345 12 5 "836 4 5
Sheep, Calves and Pws 4034 2052 8 6 201 14 O
Shingles 4435500 1907 13 O 221 15 6
Sugar, Refined .o 1214 2 13 Cwits. 2610 8 11 455 9 5
Unrefined ] 22093 3 26 « 21814 18 5 5523 10 1
Bastard 139215 « 139 0 0 34 18 2
Tea . 395472 Lbs. 20445 9 5 4943 8 0
Timber, mcludmﬂ Lalk aud Scanﬂmﬂ 9231 Tons. 938 7 6 60 5 3
Tebacco (Manumctuned and Leaf) 338327% Lbs. 9006 17 10 2819 7 11
Stems . 67 3 18 Cwts, 38 0 O 6 15 10
Wine, in Bottles 5461 Gals. 823 1 6 82 0 0
not in Bottles 11940 « 2542 2 9 1194 0 O
Totals...... £897024 6 9 £67717 16 8

Custom-Housk, (Signed) JOHN KENT,

The 1st day of February, 1854, g Collector.
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APPENDIX, No 3
DESPATCIL

From thke Sccretary of State for the Colonies, on the subject of Responsible Government.

(Cory.)
Downing Street, 21st February, 1854
SIR,—

I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 41, of the 28th June last, transmitting anw
Address from the House of Assembly, announcing the appointment by that body of three of it
members to represent to Her Majesty’s Government the state of the Colony of Newfonndland, and
operation of its present system of Government, and on the establishment of reciprocal Free Trade
with the United States of America.

2, Both during and since the visit of the gentlemen in question to England, I have given te
the first of these subjects my fullest consideration; and have not failed to give due weight to the
circumstance that the same expressions of opinions and wishes have proceeded from successive
bodies of representatives, elected by the people with full knowledge that this important question
was at issue.

3. Her Majesty's Government have come to the eonclusion that they ought not to withhold
“from Newfouundland those institutions, and that system of Civil Administration which, under the
popular name of Responsible Government, Live uow been adopted in all Her Majesty’s neighbouring
possessions in North America.

4. They are prepared to concede the finmediate application of this system, as soon as certain
necessary preliminary conditions have been aceeded to on the part of the Legislature.

5. The first of these is the same whicl: has been agreed to and put in practice when the recent
change of the same description took place in Nova Scotia and in Prince Edward Island ; namely,
the indemnification of present holders of those offices which by the change in question will be
rendered liable to be vacated at the will of the majority of the Legislature. The provision in
question should be made either in the form of Pension, or of a round sum by way of indemmnity.
But as to the number of officers who must be regarded as thus liable to removal and entitled to
protection, and the amount and character of the compensation so to be given, 1 must rely on youy
judzment, with the advice of your Council, and of those whom you may think fit to consult with on
this occasiou: and you are authorized to submit any question, which cannot be thus arranged, to
myself for final decision,

6. The following are the remaining conditions which I consider indispensable, and which have
been suggested to me by the consideration of circumnstonces peculiar to Newfoundland.
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7. (1) A considerable increase of the members of the House of Assembly. I would suggest
that the increase should be from the present number to 30; and that it should be effected, not by
giving additional members to existing constituencies, but by sub-dividing, as equally as geographical
positions would admit, the districts now returning members, which appear to be in most instances
too large for the convenient exercise of the franchise.

(2) In reference to my Despatch on the financial condition of the Colony, lately directed
to he laid before the Assembly, it appears to me necessary that the Law should be assimilated to that
of Nova Scotia (revised Statutes, Cap. 7, Sec. 44,) with regard to the expenses of Elections, which
should no longer be paid from the Colonial Treasury, but be defrayed (under proper conditions as
to amount) by the members.

9. (3) .1yment of the members for their expenses and attendance to be no longer made by
'the Colonial Treasury, but by local assessment levied in each electoral district.

10. These measures having been taken by the Legislature, Her Majesty’s Government will
proceed to separate the Executive from the Legislative Council, and to provide, by Instructions from
Her Majesty, that the latter should consist of not less than 10 nor more than 15 members, nomipated
by the Crown.

11. With regard to the stipulations respecting the grant of a Civil List to Her Majesty, which
have usually accompanied the grant of Responsible Government, it appears to me sufficient to refer
you to the arrangements already made under the Act of Parliament 2'and 3 William IV., Cap. 78,
and the Acts of the Newfoundland Legislature 7th Victoria, Cap. 1, and 8th Victoria, Cap. 6, leaving
it to yourself to consider whether any modification of these provisions is now required.

12. These are conditions, some of which, I am persuaded are essential to justice, and others
highly important to the satisfactory working of the new system ; and 1 trust that with these additions',
the adoptiou of the system in question will not merely satisfy the long-expressed desire of the majority
of the people of Newfoundland for freer institutions, but will also prove favourable to practical
improvements in the Government of the Colony.

13. As regards the portion of the Address which relates to Free Trade with the United States,
you will inform the Assembly that Her Majesty’s Government are still in negociation with that of
the United States, and that iu the conduct of that negociation every attention will be paid to their
expressed wishes and those of their constituents.

I have the honour-to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) NEWCASTLE.

Governor HamiLtown, &c., &c., &c., Newfoundland.
N2
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APPENDIX, No 4

DESPATCH

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to His Excellency the Governor, in reply to
Addresses from the Council and House of Assembly deprecaling any concession of”
any new Fishing Privileges to the French on the Coast of Newfoundland.

(Corv.) Downing-Street, 17th September, 1853.
SIR,—

1 have received and have laid before the Queen the Addresses from the Legislative
Council and House of Assembly of Newfoundland, transmitted with your Despatches, Nos. 39 and 43,
of the 1st and 20th June, deprecating any concession of new Fishing privileges to the French on the
coasts of that Colony.

2. Her Majesty was pleased to receive these Addresses very graeiously, and to command that
the Council and Assembly be informed, in reply, that no progress has been made in the negociations
with France which were re-opened last year with a view to the settlement of the long-disputed ques-
tions relating to the French Fishery on the coasts of Newfoundland, no answer having been as yet
returned, on the part of this country, to the proposition then made on the part of France, to which the
Addresses appear to allude; and that the Council and Asseinbly may rest assured that Her Majesty's
Government, in coming to a decision on the course to be taken, will duly attend to the interests of
the Colony. '

3. You will inform the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly aecordingly.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
Governor Hamiwron, &c., &c, (Signed) NEWCASTLE.

APPENDIX, No 5.

DESPATCHES

From the Secrctary of State for the Colonies, to His Excellency the Governor, in reply to an
Address from the Council and House of Assembly, praying for a Loan of £50,000
Jrom Her Majesty’'s Government for the completion of Main Lines of Road.

W—

(Coprv.) Douwning Street, 30th July, 1853.
SIR,— |

I have received your Despatch of the 29th June, No. 45, transmitting an Address to
wyself from the Council and House of Assembly of Newfoundland, praying Her Majesty's Govern-
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ment to grant the Island a Loan of £50,000, repayable in 20 years, for the purpose of completing the
Main Lines of Road in the Colony.

Before Her Majesty’s Government can decide on this application, it will be necessary that yon
should furnish me with information on the following points:—

First: I should wish to know the actual amount of the present debt of the Colony (which, [ must
observe, is not given, as 1t ought to be, in the Blue Book); the time at, and authority under, which it
was contracted ; whether any portion of it is formed by an accumulation of unpaid interest, and what
proportion of the sum originally borrowed has: been paid off ; whether provision is made for its re
demption by annual instalments, or otherwise ; and what were the circamstanees under which a sum
exceeding £800 was borrowed of the Savings Bank, when £80,000 is. stated to be invested : and I
should be glad if there was added to the information upon the above several points a full and complete:
account of the financial condition of the Colony, and the prospect there may be of its being able
to repay the Loan for which the Council and Assembly have apphed.

Secondly: I wish to receive your opinion and report on the mode of raising a Revenue in
Newfoundland in the event of reciprocal Free Trade being established between that Colony and the
United States. As the bulk of the Colonial Revenue is derived from Customs’ duties on articles
which under a convention for the unrestricted reciprocity of intercourse would be admitted duty
free, it would be necessary to provide for the remission of a productive branch of the Revenue
by the institution of other,—as for example, inland sources of taxation: and you will furnish me
with your views as to the extent to which this would be practicable, and the effect which it might
have upon the eredit and resources of the Colony. |

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Governor Hamirtoxn, &c., &c., Newfoundlangd. (Signed) NEWCASTLE.

From His Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of State for the €olonies, on the subject
of the Address of the Council and House of Assembly, praying for a Loan of £50,000
Jor the purpose of completing Main Lines of Roud.

Government House, Newfoundland,
 16th September, 1853.

MY LORD DUKE,—

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Grace's Despatch, No. 26, of the
30th July, in reply to my Despatch, No. 45, of the 20th June last, on the subject of the Address of
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the Conncil and Assembly of this Island, praying for a loan of £50,000 for the purpose of completing
the Main Lines of Road in this Colony.

2. In compliauce with the directions contained in the first part of Your Grace’s Despatch, F
beg leave to transmit, herewith, a tabular statement, shewing the present amount of the actual debt
~ of the Colony, with such particulars in reference thereto, as will, I trust, furnish Your Grace with
the information desired on this point.

3. By an appendix to the above-mentioned statement, it will be seen that the Public Debt is
redeemable, in sums of greater or less amount, in every year from the present one, to the year 1865
inclusive. But it is manifest that the estimated Revenue of the Colony, after payment of the
ardinary charges upon it, will not be equal to the discharge of the portion of debt repayable in some
of these years—as, for instance, the years 1857,,1858, 18G0. It will, therefore, become necessary in
those vears, in order to provide for the redemption of the Debentures then falling due, to raise
considerable sums of mouey by further loans, thus pnolonnmu the period allowed for the extinction
of the existing debt.

4, Ttis worthy of observation that nearly one half of the whole Public Debt of the Colony has
been caused by the borrowing of money to cowmpensate the proprietors of ground in the Town of
St. John’s for ground taken to widen the Streets of this Tuwn after the great fire of 1846, The
awards of compeusation made at the time were based on what has since proved to have been a great
over-valuation of property; and the proportionate high rents at which ground within the burnt
district of the Town was then and subsequently taken by tenants on building leases—(rents increased
in no small degree by the very improvements for which the proprietors had been compensated )—
added to the compepsation made to the landlords, greatly benefitted this class at both public and
private cost.

5. In reply to the inquiry as to the *circumstances under which a sum exceeding £800 was
borrowed of the Savings Bank when £80,000 was stated to be invested,” [ beg to acquaint Your
Grace that by the provisions of the Law uunder which the Savings Bank was constituted, the deposits
may be loaned on Real, Personal or Government Secutities, at the discretion of the Governors of the
Bank. The whole amount of deposits in the Bank is about £80,000, currency; but of this amount
the sum actually taken on loan by the Colony is only £26,724 currency, for which Debentures bearing
interest, (some at 3 but the greater [mt at 6 per cent.) are granted to the Bank in like manner as to
private individuals.  This sum of £26,724 currency, (£23,160 16s. sterling) forms part of the Public
Debt of the Colony mentioned in the tabular statement.  The residue of the deposits are loaned on real
and personal securities at 6 per cent. interest, under the management of the Governors, who retain
in haud, to meet current payments, a cash balance, fluctuating between £6000 and £10,000.

6. The whole of the deposits of the Savings Bank are, it is true, received into the Public Chest
under the control of the Colonial Treasurer; but the monies as well as the accounts of the Bank are
kept separate and distinet from the wonies and accounts of the ordinary Revenue of the Colony.
It sometimes happens on occaston of large payments on quarter-days, or at periods when, owing to
the nature of the Trade, the Revenue is not receivable in an equal proportion with the demands upon
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it, that the Treasurer may not have sufficient money in hand to meet all immediate demands. On
such occasions, a portion of the cash balance belonging-to the Savings Bank is, with the consent of
the Governors of the Bank, made use of temporarily by the Treasurer, and retarned again at short
intervals, sometimes in a few days, generally in a few weeks, without interest—tlie transition being
regularly entered in the Books of tlie Treasurer, as well as in those of the Savings Bank. The sum.
of £800 adverted to, was a temporary loan of this nature; as is in like manner, the sum of £802 0s.
3d. in the financial statement herewith enclosed. :

7. In fulfilment of your Grace's directions, I transmit, herewith, a full account of the financial
condition of the Colony, exhibiting (in Statement No. 2) its liabilities and assets as on the st of
September instant; and (in Statement No. 3) a financial statement of the affairs of the Colony for
the year 1854, together with an estimate of the future income and ordinary standing expenditure
of the Colony ; and shewing what prospect there is. of its-ability to repay the Loan for which the.
Council and Asserubly have applied. |

8. On inspection of the former of these two staternents, it will be seen that, assuming the ne-
cessity of discharging the whole of the liabilities therein mentioned within the present year, there
must be a deficit, or in other words, a balance against the Colony, at the close of the year, of £20,303
1s. 10d. From this balunce, however, there is to be deducted, in the first place, the sum of ahdut
£7,000, being the amount of Treasury notes in circulation, which it is not intended to call in, and
which can without any difficulty be kept in circulation on the credit of the Colony ; and the retention
in the Treasury of a certain amount of specie to respond such of the notes as may from time to
time be presented for conversion. In the next place, notwithstanding that the sum of £11,350 has.
been granted for the making and repairing of Roads, I shall deem it my duty, in the present state of
the finances of the Colony, if practicable, to expend no greater proportion of the grant than may be
necessary tc maintain the Roads and Bridges passable until the next meeting of the General As-
sembly, when the deficiency of means to meet this appropriation will be: brought under its con-
sideration, ~ Still, owing to the failure of the Fishery in several localities, and the prospect of the
almost total failure of the potato crop, and the demands for relief of the distress'which will thus be
created, and of which, I regret to say, intimations are already being given, I fear that, in addition
to the ordinary appropriation for pauper rélief, I shall be constrained to direct the expenditure of
« considerable portion of the amount of the Road grant, in order to provide for the relief of the able-
hodied poor by employing them on the Roads. The payment of the other appropriations in this
statement, although they will not all be called for during the piesent year, must still be provided
for during the ensuing one; and in order, therefore, to meet them without trenching on the Reve-
nue of the next year, and notwithstanding that there is a prospect of the Revenue of the current year
exceeding the estimate of its amount, 1 foresee the necessity of raising by loan, at the commence-
ment of the ensuing session, asum equal to one-third, or one-half of the apparent balance against
the Colony, above-mentioned. .

9. In the statement No. 3, the future Revenue of the Colony--assuming the eontinuance of
the existing tariff of duties on imports—is set down at about an average of thelast three years, and
this may, 1 think, fairly be reckoned upon. - Deducting from the gross income there shewn, the
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ordinary standing expenditure of the Colony meutioned in the statement, there would remain a
surplus of about £16,000 applicable to the reduction of the present public debt, aud admitting of the
gradual extinction of the contemplated loan of £50,000, if contracted. 1 feel bound, however, to
state that it will not be safe to calculate upon the public expenditure being confined to the amount
specified in the estimates submitted in each Session to the Assembly, or rather, to the amount of the
ordinary standing expenditure above-mentioned. UFrom time to time appropriations will be de-
wanded for casual services and puorposes, besides those detailed in the estimates, to which no
reasonable objection can be offered. But beyond these, there will be a tendency to make appro-
priations for favourite objects of different parties in the Assembly, which, unless the most determined
front be opposed to them by the Executive, will swell the extra expenditure to which 1 advert.

10. I bhave before had occasion to remark that, in this Colony, there being no local rates or taxea
whatever, and all local expenditure for even the most minute services which can be cousidered as
of a public nature, being defrayed out of one public chest, it is extremely difficult to inculcate that
economy which necessarily results from the making the expense of such services a particular charge
on the local inhabitants. But the time has come when it will be necessary for the principal towns
and settlements 1o relieve the Public Revenue of charges upon it for purely local purposes—such,
for instance, as grants in aid of the expense of maintaining fire prevention Companies, of lighting
and watering—which ought to be defrayed by assessment. These subjects I shall eonsequently
press upon the consideration of the Legislature at its next weeting,.

11. A reduction in certain branches of expenditure might perhaps be effected without detri-
ment to the public service.
* * » * * * % * 3
N do uot, however, think it would be prudent in the estimate of the future 1ncome and expenditure
of the Colony, to rely upon a reduction of any considerable amount under the heads referred to.

12, Should the application for the loan of £50,000 be acceded to, the mode most satisfactory -
to [ler Majesty’s Government of providing a fund for the gradual reduction of the principal and
interest upon it, and of placing the sinking fund to be formed for this purpose beyond the risk of
dimninution, will be the passing of an Act by the Legislature of the Colony, rendering permanent,
or until the extinction of the loan, certain duties on particular articles of import, from the produce
of which duties such a yearly amount as may be indicated should be regularly remitted to the
Imperial Government, the residue falling into the ordinary revenue of the Colony to be appropriated
by the Legislature. But as it would hardly be fair to the public creditors to whom the existing debt
is repayable, to make the contemplated loan a preferable charge upon the present Revenue, it would
be a more equitable arrangement, and one of which, 1 believe, the Legislature would apprave, to
appropriate specially to the reduction of the loan an additional tax on all articles subject to duty,
sufficient to raise the required yearly amount.

13. In obedience to Your Grace’s request that I would state my views as to the mode of raising
a Revenue in Newfoundland in the cvent of Reciprocal Free Trade being established between this
Colony and the United States, 1 beg to state that the only practicable mode in which the deficiency
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‘of Revenue, which would thus be caused, could be supplied, would be by an export duty on fish and
oil. 'The amount of Revenue now derivable from duties on articles of all kinds imported from the
United States is about £15,000 per annum ; and on imports from the British North American
Colonies about £12,000, making together :£27,000, Assuming, however, an entire remission of
these duties, the deficiency of Revenue to be supplied would, doubtless, from the consequent facilities
for increased importation from the United States and North American Colonies, amount to not less
than £30,000. But if the arrangement for Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States shail
embrace only the staple produée of those countries, viz. :—Bread, Floar, Pork, Butter, Corn and
Meal, to which alone it is the desire of the Assembly that it should be restricted (as will be seen on
reference to their Resolutions, adopted on the 21st of April, 1852), and beyond which it certainly
would not be politic to extend it as regards this Colony, the deficiency of Revenue from the remission
of duty on the articles Jast mentioned, imported from the United States (which last year amounted to
#£8.416) would, probably, not exceed £10,000, and on the like articles imported from the North
American Colonies (which last year amounted to £5,237 4s. 3d.) would not exceed £7,600.

14. Taking the average for the last three years, of the following staple articles of produce
exported, viz. :—Dried and Pickled Fish, Oil and Seal Skins—duties levied on them at rates equi-
valent to about 5 per cent. of their value, (for instance, on dried Cod Fish' 6d. per quintal—pickled
Salmon, 2s. per barrel—herrings, Gd. per barrel, Seal and Cod Oil, 20s. per tun, and Seal Skins, 11d.
each), ought to yield from £35,000 to £40,000. Making allowance for difficulty of collection and
other contingencies, the produce of these duties may reasonably be reckoned at from £25,000 to
£30,000 per annum, which would more than compensate for the loss of Revenue on 1mports of staple
produce from the United States, as well as the British American Colonies—the commerce with which
cannot be placed on any differeut or less advantageous terms than that with the United States, From
the best information I have been enabled to obtain, I have reason to believe that such a mode of -
raising a Revenue in return for a freedom from taxes on provisions, would not press unfavourably
upon the credit or resources of the Colony ; and it seems to be admitted on all sides as the obvions
substitute for duties upon unpmts which it may be necessary to remit in the event of any alteranon
in our commercial system. ~

15. In the event, however, of Newfoundland being embraced in any treaty of reciprocity
" between the Colonies and the United States, it is most desirable that a stipulation be made that a
duty equal to 6 per cent. ad valorem should, for the purposes of Revenue, be levied equally on ‘all
, imports—an equivalent duty being levied in the United States on the produce of this Colony.
Such an arrangement, which is also in accordance with the views of the Assembly, and is adverted
to in my Despatch, No. 41, of the 28th June last, would be the most satisfactory to all parties here,
and preserve our Revenue intact. Until the public debt is somewhat reduced, it is of great impor-
tance not to disturb our existing sources of Revenue. On the other hand, if Ameérican and conse-
quently Canadian produce must be imported free, 1 see no means other than duties on exports by
which the Revenue can be maintained at its requisite amount. Direct taxation in this Colony is
quite out of the question. ,

I have the honour to be, my Lord Duke,
Your Grace’s most obedient humble servant,
His Grace the Duke of Newcasrig, &c., &c., &c. (Signed) KER. B. HAMILTON.
o
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From the Secretary of State for the Tolonies, to His Excellency the Governor, with reference
to the Addiess of the Council and House of Assembly, praying for a Loan of
£50,000 to be expended on Main Lines of Road.

(Copv.) Downing Street, 3rd November, 1853,
SIR,—

By vour Despatch of the 16th of September, I obtain a sufficient insight into the state
of the Finances of Newfoundland to enable me to answer the address from Her Majesty’s Council
and House of Assembly, soliciting from the Imperial Government a Loan ot £50,000 for the con-
struction of Main Roads.

2. 1 own I did not anticipate, when I called for the information new communicated, that it
would disclose the existence of such difficulties on the part of the public of the Island, as not only
put it out of my power to comply with the address, but impose upon me the duty of urging retrench.
ments, and requiring of you to make a determined effort ta reduce their liabilities within the compass
of their means,

3. I collect from Statement No. 1, in the enclosures to your Despatch, that on the 5th of Septem.
ber last there was owing a sum of £114,568 6s. 8d., borrowed at a large rate of interest, chiefly to
carry on public works. Each of the last 10 years has added largely to this debt,and I can well
believe that though redeemable by payments of varying amounts in each of the next 12 years, its
extinction within that period is improbable.

4. But this is not the only debt of the Colony. In Statement No. 2, I observe £1970 5s. 3d.
due for outstanding warrants and interest, and £6,933 on account of Treasury notes. You inform
me that these notes are m circulation, and that it is not intended to call them in ;—they constitute,
therefore, a paper currency practically inconvertible, and as they rest upon a basis so unsound as the
general credit of the Colouy, there is no adequate security against their depreciation. They should, I
think, be called n on the first opportunity.—Another sum of £2893 19s. 2d., due the Commission-
ers of the Lunatic Asylum, and of Colonial Building and Market House, requires to be explained, as
it would seem almost as if money raised under Loan Acts for specified and defined objects had been
carried to the account of the general Revenue, though I am aware of no legal authority for such a
diversion of the money.

5. With regard to the Returns of lucome and Expenditure for 1853, I regret to find that they
exhibit a balance against the Colony of £20,303. The Road grant and Miscellaneous grants have
evidently been voted without reference to the amount of the available income. 1 liope to be satisfied
by you that the Executive is not responsible for the ruinous disproportion; but the duty of the
Executive consists not merely as you suppose in economising authorised expenditure, but by doing
its best by exposition and argument to prevail upon the Legislature to make no grants, the meaus of
meeting which it does not at the same time provide. Unless this be done there is no resource, no
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alternative but debt: nor do I wonder that vou *foresee the necessity” of bringing a loan of several
thousand Pounds in aid of the deficient income of the current year. But can I have a stronger
argument than this necessity, to establish indisputably the imprudence of borrowing from the lperial
Government £50,000 for making new roads at such a time, and with the finances of the Jsland in
such disorder?

6. My answer then to the Address of the Council and Assembly is that I caunot advise the
loan. And I may consequently dispense with an inquiry into the return of the security which you
offer for its repayment with iuterest, and into the prospect which there is that your anticipations of
a surplus of income in 1854 and following years, will be realized. 1 know of but one way by which
that result can be brought about: it is to institute a rigorous scrutiny of every item of public outlay,
and by admitting the validity of such only as are supported by urgent and imperative considerations
of general interest, to bring down the total expenditure of all sorts to that point which will enable you
to carry on the administration of the Colony without borrowed money, and perhaps place at your
disposal a surplus available for the redemption of existing debt, and for the maintenance ot faith with
your public creditor.

This course 1 have to instruct you to take, and after farnishing me with iuformation on the seve-
ral matters adverted to above, to report the progress you may make in bringing round the finauces of
the Colony.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) NEWCASTLE.

Governor HamiLron, &c., &c.,, Newfoundland.

P

APPENDIX, No 6.

PETITION
Of Robert Rodger, for office of Reporter.

To THe HonNouraBLE THE LEecistatrive CounciL.
THE PETITION OF ROBERT RODGER.
Humbly Sheweth,—

That the office of Reporter to your Honoarable House having become vacant by the
death of the late H. Mooney, Esqg., your Petitioner begs leave respectfully to offer himself as a candi.
date for the situation. ’

02
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That feeling himself competent for its duties, your Petitioner ventures to hope that your Honour-
able House will be pleased to appoint him to the vacant office. ‘

And as in duty bound your Petitioner will ever pray.
ROBERT RODGER.

APPENDIX, No 7

PETITION
Of W. J. Ward, to be appointed Publisher of the Debates of the Council.

To Tue HoNouraBLE THt LEGisLaTive CouxciL, 1N SessioN CoNvENED.
THE MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM JAMES WARD, PROPRIETOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE « MORNING POST.”

Respectfully Sheweth,—

That your Memorialist, who was the first to attend the meelings of your Honourable
House to report and publish its proceedings, was last year appointed Publisher of the Reports by
your Honourable House, and has made the necessary arrangements for the performance of that ser-
vice during the present session.

Your Memorialist, therefore, humbly prays that your Honourable House will take these
circumstances into consideration, and be pleased to recognize the continuance of the said appoint-
ment of your Memorialist as Publisher of the Reports of the Proceedings of your Honourable
House,

And your Memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM J, WARD.
St. John's, Newfoundland, February 3rd, 1854.

APPENDIX No. 8.

PETITION

From Inhabitants of Cape Ray and Cape Quirpon, on the subject of their being deprived by
the French and Americans of the nght of the Salmon and Cod IFishery heretofore
held by them.

To tae HoxourasLe Her Masesty's CouNciL oF NEWFOUNDLAND. .

We, the undersigned, inhabitants ot the Island of Newfoundland, between Cape Ry
and Cape Quirpon, beg most respectfully to represent to your Honourable House that we have been -
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long residents, and most of us born here; that our forefathers and ourselves have fished the brooks,
rivers and coasts, in many instances, seventy years; that of late years French subjects have violently
dispossessed us of the most valuable brooks and rivers ; that as British subjects we have a concurrent
right to the Cod Fishery (as by Treaty) with French and American subjects, from which the French
uow exclude us.

Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honourable House to take our case into your favourable
consideration, and represent the hardships and grievances we endure, to the Imperial Government,
as we cannot believe that Great Britain will allow /er subjects to be deprived of the Salmon Fisheries,
hitherto used by them, or the joint use of the Cod Fishery with French and  American subjects, as
reserved tothem by Treaty.

And your Petitioners, as in. duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM GENGE.
ABRAHAM GENGE.
[And 43 others.]

"APPENDIX, No 9

PETITION

Of Messrs. Brooking, for a reduction of the Light Dues on large Steam Vessels entering the
Port of St. Johw's, &c.

To THE HoNouraBLE THE CounciL oF NEWFOUNDLAND IN LEGISLATIVE SessioN CONVENED.
THE MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED,
Humbly Sheweth,—

That yonr Memorialists are Agents to the Canada Steam Navigation Company, and that since
the 25th of June last the ships « Lady Eglinton,” « Sarah Sands,” and “ Cleopatra”—three of the
said Company’s Steam vessels—put into this port for a supply of coals and provisions, and that the
- sum of Sixpence sterling ¢ Ton was paid to the Collector of the Colonial Revenue at this port, for
Light Dues exacted from the said vessels, under the provisions of the Act 15 Victoria, cap. 3, and
amounting in the aggregate to £53 10s. 6d. sterling. We beg respectfully to draw the attention of
your Honourable House to the very heavy charge in this. manner imposed on such vessels, and whlch
we assure your Honourable House, tends to discourage the deslre the said Cobipany have to make
this a Port of Call for their Steamers.

“Your Memorialists humbly pray your Honourable House will be pleased - to take this ‘matter
into your consideration, and to cause to be refuuded such a proportion of the aforesaid sum of £53
10s. 6d.; Sterling, asin the wisdom of your Honourable House the case may seem to demand.’
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“Your Memorialists would also pray your Honourable House to sanction such an alteration in
the said Act 15 Victoria, Cap. 3, as will fix a maximum amount of Tonnage on each Vessel, at which
the sum of Six Pence Sterling per Ton shall cease to be imposed, so as to reduce the Light Dues, on
large vessels entering this Port, to a fair and reasonable charge,

And your Memorialists will ever pray.

BROOKING, SON & CO.

Saint John's, Newfoundland, 27th April, 1854.

APPENDIX, No 10.

PETITION
From Hearts Content for a grant for u Post Office.

To tae HovouraBL: THE PRESIDENT, AND oTHER MEMBERS oF HER Maigsty's CounciL or
NEWFOUNDLAND CONVENED.

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE INHABITANTS OF HEART'S CONTENT, &c., &c.,
Prayeth,—

That your Honourable House do grant a sum of Money towards the erection of a Post Office
in this Harbour, as being the most important settlement on the South Shore of Trinity Bay, as
contiguous to Carbonear, containing the largest number of inhabitants, and having the most extensive
outfit for the Fisheries.

—

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
H. LIND, E. M.
JOHN PEARCY.
[And 54 others.]

APPENDIX No 11.

PETITION
From Harbour Grace, Port-de-Grave, &c.,in favour of the Newfoundland School Society.

To tae Hox. THE LEGISLATIVE CouNciL oF NEWFOUNDLAND IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION CONVENED.
THE MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED INHABITANTS OF HARBOUR GRACE, PORT DE GRAVE, &c.,
Humbly Sheweth,— B

That your Memorialists, viewing the Newfoundland School Society, now connected with the
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Colonial Church and School Society, as under Divine Providence, one of the main instruments in
causing the inhabitauts of this Colony duly to appreciate the advantages of Education, and as the
means, during the thirty years of its existence, of conferring innumerable and inestimable blessings
upon this country, deem it their bounden duty to record their heartfelt gratitude to the Society for
the benefits already bestowed, and to your Honourable House for the favourable consideration and
liberal support from time to time given to this Educational Institution,

That the School in this Town, under the auspices of the above named Society, has been in
operation for eight and twenty years, and that from eighty to ninety children are daily receiving a
sound religious, moral, and useful education theremn.

That your Memorialists, thankfully acknowledging the many and great privileges bestowed
upon them and their children through the instrumentality of this Society, and cordially desiring
these privileges to be continued and extended, earnestly pray your Honourable House to give it the
Jargest amount of support and encouragement your Honourable House feel able and consider proper
to grant.

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Harbour Grace, February 8th, 1854,

JOHN STARK. *
BERTRAM JONES...
G. C. GADEN,

[And 974 others.]

APPENDIX, No 12

[

PETITION
From Greenspond, for Grant for the Colonial Church and School Soctety.

To 1ue HoxourasLe HErR Masesty’s CounciL oF NEWFOUNDLAND.
THE PETITION OF THE INHABITANTS OF GREENSPOND,

Humbly Sheweth,—

~ That we, the undersigned, friends of the Colonial Church and School Society, former
ly designated the Néwfoundland School Society, having been eye-witnesses of the beneficial effects of
the said Schooel Society, are anxious to bring the same before the notice of your Honourable Council.,

That since the establishment of the Society in this place (which is now upwards ‘of twenty-six
years), there have been jadmitted into its School nearly nine hundred children, to whom the said
Society has been the only means of imparting a sound and scriptural education. - That there are two
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hundred and seventy individuals annually receiving instruction in the said School at Greenspond, two
yundred and fourteen of whom are in daily attendance.

Apprehending that the said Soeiety may be involved in some difficulties with regard to funds,
and so cramped in its useful operations in this place as well asin others, vour Petitioners most earnest-
ly pray, and humnbly beg, that your Honourable Council will be pleased to aid and assist the Colonial
Church and School Society, by continuing the usual grant which your Honourable Council has always
so liberally bestowed. Thenshall we be encouraged to hope that the worthy Society will be able to im-
part to our dear children, and to others after them, the blessings of a necessary and useful education.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

JOHN MUSSON.
L. MOORE, J.P.
[And 53 others.]

APPENDI1X, No 13
REPORT

Of the Committee of the St. John's Marine Insurance Company, 1o the first Annual Gencral
Meeting of the Proprietors, held in the Office of the said Company, Exchange Build-
ings, on Tuesday, the Tenth day of January, A. D. 1854, pursuant to the Act of
Incorporation.

Of the Two Hundred Shares provided for by the Act, One Himndred and Fifty-two
have been issued, leaving Forty-eight unappropriated.

The first Policy was issued on the Fifth day of February, 1853; the office has therefore been in
working operation Eleven months, during which time it hastaken Risks amounting to £400,333,
the aggregate Premium thereon being £10,546 14s. 3d., a much larger amount of business than was
ever transacted by the old office in any one year, notwithstanding that other similar institutions
have arisen to share the public patronage; while the amount of Premiums received exceed the
average of the last Five years, in the face of a reduction in the rates charged of fully 25 per cent.

The subjoined statement will shew the Financial position of the Company up to the end of the
past year, say 31st December, 1853.
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STATEMENT.

Dr.

To Current Expenses, including
Salaries, Office Kent, and other
contingencies, as ¢f’ acct. ex-

hibited at the meeting............ - £395 8 9

12 Months’ lInterest on paid-up
Stock @ 6 4f. cent on £1520 91 4 O
£686 12 9

Balance in hand, viz.—
Cash in Bank of

B.N A............. £2070 8 7
Gold......oveeenne, 1862 3 O
Securities...... .... 2546 15 4

6309 6 11

From which amt. de.
duct for Premiums
receivedon Risks not
terminated, carried

to new account 507 10° 3 6001 16 8

Ca.
By Deposit on 152 Shares, @ £10
3 Share......cooociiii e, £1620 0 0
Profit on Risks as ¢’ Account exhi-
bited at the General Meeting
£5675 19 8
From which deduct for Premiums
received on Risks not yet termi-
nated.......... ... «.£007 10 3 5168 9 5

—iion.

£6688 9 5

£6688 9 5

The following claims on the Com-
pany have yet tobeexamined and
decided on by the Committee,

Viz.—

Loss on Goods {f’Marie Dolphene = 660 0 0
Ditto ou Ereight per Dash 300 0 O

Ditto on Ship and Cargo New
Lancet,about.......ccoovviereennn .. 1000 0 O
Averageper Lena.......cccoeiviinns 60 0 O
£20206 0 0O

Errors Excepted.
St. John’s, Newfoundland,
December 31st 1853.

JOHN B. BULLEY,
- Agent.
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APPENDIX, No 14

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Newfoundinnd Marine Assurance Company, as they
existed at 3 o'clock, p.m., on Thursday, 12th January, 1854. ‘

D=x. Cr.
"I'o 501 Shares stock sold, £5 &f share paid £2505 0 0 By Premiums due on notes and accts. £2898 2 1
Amt. to credit of Prov. Ins. Co.due and : Investments in Bills Exchanﬂe and en-
not due .... ... 104916 11 dorsed notes .... 6119 2 9
Rent and other items unp'ud e 38 14 6 Cash in Bank B.N. A vee. 19418 4
Balance at credit of Profit & Loss acct 57194 7 5 Ditto in Gold, &e. .... eeas 176 0 8
£9387 18 10 £9387 18 10
To current claims .... 1531 7 8
Amt. to credit of Prov Im Co. .... 1049 16 11
Proposed dividend of 100 &f cent. con-
vertible to instalments on new shares 250> 0 0
Surplus .... ce.. 108 3 3

£5794 7 5 By Balance of Profit and Loss account £5794 7 5

The aggregate amount of Risks taken by this Company since 27th Dec., 1852, on
separate account, and prior to arrangement with the Provincial Insurance Co. £215,158 10 0

Ditto of Risks taken on joint account with ditto ditto. . .......oovvvuinn. v.... 1565281 0 0 370,439 10 O
Ditto of Premiums on separate actounte, s aee e sess vo sadorscanavovsnssenssn 6,743 156 8 A
Ditto of ditto on joint account with Provxncxal Insurance Company veeeaea 3,028 8 7 9,771 19 3
Ditto of current Risks at this date, both on separate and on joint a.ccount N 19973 0 ©
Ditto of Premiums charged for current Risks.. ......couova tesccitretraestenaoroneennies 930 12 2
Ditto of Losses paid since 27th December, 1852. .. ....... cesesrtacneane ceeeee 1678 & 8
Yhe Dividend paid in July, 1853, was 5 4§’ cent. on paid up capltal (then bemg £2755 0 O) 13715 0
The amount of reserved Profitsin July, 1853, when the above dividend was declared, was.. . 223011 3
The amount of Bonds for unpaid capital as per Share-list herewith, marked A................. 10,020 0 o
DxttoofRealEstateheldbythlsCompany ......... beeans G rasesenitecenisaiasaneraneas Nil.

I, EDWARD L. JARVIS, Secretary of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company, do swear
that the above is a true return of the state of the affairs of the said Company, up to the time above-named.

EDWARD L. JARVIS.

Sworn to before meat St. John’s, this 31st January, 1854.
CHARLES SIMMS,
Com. of Affidavats.

We, the undersigned, Directors of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company, do certify that the

books of the said Corporation indicate the facts above stated by the Secretary thereof, and that we have full confi-
: i truth of this return. '
dence in the JAMES J. GRIEVE, President.

ROBERT PROWSE,

" PATRICK TASKER,

HENRY K. DICKINSON, Directors.

‘W. M. BARNES,

JAMES SHANNON CLIFT,

JAMES J. ROGERSON,
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A

PARTICULAR STATEMENT, shewing the names of the Stockholders in the Newfuundland
Marine Assurance Company, on 12th Jannary, 1854; the number of Shares held by each,
the amounts puid up, the amounts secured by Bonds, and the names of the Stockholders,
surcties, respectively. :

Stockho'ders. Sharer Paid up. Suretics, Amts. Bonds,
£ s d £

Lawrence O'Brien ..., veene| 30 150 0 GjRichard O'Dwyer ...... ... 600
James J. Grieve ... ... 30| 150 O O{Eugenius Harvey ... ..., GO0
Robert Prowse ... ... 30| 150 0 Ojtlenry K. Dickenson ...... ... 600
Henry K. Dickenson ... ... 30, 150 0 ORobert Prowse ... ... 600
Legenius Harvey ..., ... 35 175 0 OlJames J. Grieve e, 700
John Munmn ... L L 20 100 0 OWilliam Donnelly  ...... ... 400
Kenneth McLea  ...... ... 130 75 0 OjWilliam Dounelly  ...... el 300
James S. Clift...  ...... ... 13 75 0 O|Williain M. Barnes ......  ..... 300
James Furlong  ...... ... 12] 60 0 OjLaurence O'Brien ...... veee] 240
‘Taos. Harrison Ridley ... ..., 100 30 0 OJohn Munn ... e e 200
Wiiliamn H. Ridley ...... ... 100 50 0O Oohnm Munn ... ... Ll 200
William Donnelly  ...... ... 100 80 0 OJohn Munn ... ... .l 200
John J. Roddick  ...... ... 16] 50 0 G{Robert Prowse ...... ... 200
Peter G. Tessier ..., ... 10f 80 O O{William H. Mare ... weend 200
William L. Solomon ......  ...... 10; 50 0 O{Alexander Mitchell ... .. weetdd 200
John Barron ... ... ... 10, 50 0 O[John Bond ...... ... ... 200
James J. Rogerson ...... ... 10, 50 0 O[William M. Barnes ...... ... 200
Philip Duggan ... .. 10} 50 0 OlJohn Fox ...... ... v 200
William M. Barnes ...... ... 100 50 0 GJamesS. Clift...  ...... ... . 200
Patrick Tasker ... ... 10 50 0 O0|David Steele ...  .... ... 200
John Bond ...  ...... e 1¢¢ 50 0 OlJames McLoaughlan ...... ... 200
David Steele ... ~ ...... ... 160 50 0 ¢O{Patrvick Tasker  ...... ... 200
Richard O'Dwyer ...... ... - 10 50 0 OlLaurence O'Brien ...... ... 200
Nicholas Cusack ... ... 0] 50 0 OEdward D. Shea  ...... e 200
James Cormack  ...... ... 10} 50 0 OJames J. Grieve  ...... ..., 200
Robert Pack . cereee e 16| 80 O O}Peter Rogerson e eeas 200
James Crowdy e e 6| 30 0 OGJoseph Crowdy e e, - 120
Joseph Crowdy =~ ... ... 6] 30 0 OJawmes Crowdy e e, ‘120
Nicholus Mudge " ...... T 5 25 0 OjJohn Bond ...... reees 100
Alexander Mitchell ......, ... 5 25 0 O|Jumes Chalmers e e 100
JolmO'Mara ...  ...... ... 5 25 0 0/Samuel Carson e 100
Laurence Maccassey ...... ... 5 25 0 O0William Hogan  ...... ... 100
William Hogan ... ... 5 25 0 OLawrence Maccassey ...... ... 100
Edward White ... ... 5 2 0 ORobertil Job... ... ... 100
Laurence Geran  ...... ... 5 25 0 OThomasRow ... ... ... 160
William W. l.emessurier - ..., 5 25 0 O0lGeorge Loveys  ...... ... 100
William H. Mare v 50 256 0 OPeter G. Tessier  ......  ...... 100
Edward M. Archibald ... ... 5| 25 0' OlJamesJ. Grieve ... ol 100

-+ Carried forward| 449/2245 0 0 Carried forward| £8980

) 3
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Stookholders. Shares Paid up. Sureties, Amts. Bonds.
£ s d £

Brought forward} 449(2245 0 0 Brought forward| 8980
James McLaughlan ...... ... 5 25 0 OJohn Bond ...... ... ... 100
Patrick Devereux  ...... . ...... 5 25 0 (OWalter Dillon...  ...... ... 100
William Parsons  ...... ... 5| 25 0 O|Thos. Harrison Ridley ... ... 100
John H. Cozens  ...... ... 3| 15 0 OHenry Winton ... o« e 60
Philip Huatchins ~ ...... ... 3 15 0 OjEdward Bowring ...... 60
James Chalmers  ...... ... 3 15 0 OjAlexander Mitchell ...... ... 60
James Cullen ...  ...... ... 2l 10 O OjPhilip Duggan  ...... ... 40
Hugh H. Roche  ...... ... 2 10 0 OjDaniel J. Henderson ...... ... 40
George Loveys ... ... 2 10 0 O|William W. Lemessurier ... 40
Walter Dillon... ... ... I 5 O OJohnV, Nugent  ...... ... 20
Henry Winton... ... ... H 5 0 OJdohn H. Cozens  ...... ... 20
Thomas Avery ... 10f 50 0 OThomas R.Smith ...... ... 200
Charles Crowdy ... 3 25 0 OJoseph Crowdy  ...... 100
Edward Bowring ..., ... 5| 25 O O[Philip Butchine  ...... ... 100

Shares ... 501|12505 0 0 10020

EDWARD L. JARVIS,
Secretary.

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the affairs of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Com-
pany, to 9th May, 1854.

To Balance on 12th January £794 7 5 By dividend 16th Jan., converted
1000 shares Stock, :£5 per share to Stock....ovciviei i e, £249 0 0
paid (Securities for Balances Notesand Bills receivable. ...... 4279 17 5
incomplete) .....ooiiiiiiiiiann 5000 0 0O BalancesduetoN. M. A.Co. 4134 3 1
Preminmsfrom 12th January to Ditto by Bank B. N. A.. 1669 8 '1
9th May on expired, £2203 Losses pald and plemlums re-
0s. 9d., and unexpired, Risks, turned since 12th Junuary..... 2781 7 1
£2910 1s, 4d. .....oeeennnnn.e 5113 2 1 Working expenses paid since '
Balance to credit of Prov. Ins. January ........................... 39 12 4
Co. due and not due, and sub- 10 Jf ct. due by Prov. Ins. Co,
Ject to eharges........ccceianens 2310 4 6 on pPremiuMS..eeee.vuussivenne.n, 247 11 4
Profits on Investments, Dis- Balance 9thMay...... coceveeunnnn 2246 0 1
counts, &Covvvirriarienniinnninnne 31 &5 5

£18,248 19 5

—sss—————— ]
E. L. JARVIS, J. J. GRIEVE, N g
Secretary. PATRICK TASKER, 5
L. O'BRIEN, K
.W. M. BARNES, A
J. S. CLIFT, Q

£18248 19 &

HENRY K. Di(‘KlN SON,

\_._
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INDEX

‘TO THR

JOURNALS

OF THR

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

ADDRESS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
On Representation Bill, S1.

ADDRESSES TO THE GOVERNOR,
In answer to Speech on opening the Session, 17.
To effect Insurance on Public Buildings, 22. Presented, 23.
To forward Address to Duke of Newcastle on Representation Bill, 84. Presented, 80.
On the subject of arresting Fires in St. John’s, 70. Presented, 86.
To appoint two members of the Council to proceed to England—Presented, 86.

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS—by the Council.
' On Telegraph Incorporation Bill, 30.
Steam Communication Suspension Bill, 37.
British Coin Rates Bill, 46.
Increase of Representatives Bill, 50,

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS—by the Assembly.
On Council's amendments on Increase of Representatives Bill, 55, 77.
Currency Regulation Bill, 84,

BILLS—brought in. )
BriTisu Coix Rates Biry, 40, Second Reading, 41. Committed-—Reported with amend.

ments, 46. Read 3rd time and passed—Title, 47. Message from Assembly of having
passed, 84,
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_ BILLS—brought in.—( Continued. )

Curwency ReGurarioN Biry, 40. Second Reading, 41. Committed—Reported, 47. Read
3rd time and passed—Title, 48. Message from Assembly of having passed, with amend-
ments, 84. Amendments read—Committed—Conference on, recommended—Commitiee
appointed to draft Instructions, 85. The Instructions, 86.

BILLS—brought up from the House of Assembly.

ErLectric TELEGRAPH INcorPorRAaTION BiLp, 27. Second Reading—Committed, 28, 29.
Reported with amendments, 29. - Re-committed—Reported with amendments—The amend-
ments, 30. Read 3rd time and passed, 35.

Steam CoMmunicaTiON SuspeENsioN Biri, 35. Second Reading, 36. Committed—Re-
ported with amendments—The amendments, 37. Read 3rd time and passed, 38.

Erectric TeLecrarn REpPEsrL B, 27. Second Reading—Committed—Reported, 29,
Read 3rd time and passed, 35.

IncrEASE oF REPRESENTATIVES Bini, 37. Second Reading—Referred to Select Commit-
iee, 40. Report, 41. Committed, 46, 48, 49, 50. Reported with amendments, 50. Read
3rd time and passed, 52. Protest against, 53. Assembly passed amendments of Council
with amendments—The amendments, 55. Committed, 56, 57. Conference on, recom-
mended, 57. Assembly accede thereto—Report of Select Committee of lustructions to
Conferees on, read and adopted—The lnstructions, 59. Conferees appointed—Report-
haviug delivered their Instructions, 61. Assembly’s amendments on Council’s amendments
read 3rd time and passed, 62. Conference requested by Assembly-—Concurred in—Confe-
rees appointed—Report of —Assembly’s Instructions, 63. Committee on—Further Confe-
rence recommended with Assembly—Select Committee appointed to draft Instructions, 69.
Report—The Instructions, 71.  Assembly accede to Conference—Couferees appointed—
Report, 72. Assembly request Conference on subject of last Conference—Managers ap-
pointed—Report—Assembly’s Instructions, 73. Message to Assembly of having passed an.
amendment of Assembly on Council's amendments, and of not concurring in others, 77.
Taken to Assembly—Assembly request free Conterence—Managers appointed—Their
Report, 78. Message sent to Assembly in reference to report—IReport of Managers at free
Conference, 79. Address to Duke of Newcastle on, 81. Address to Governor to forward
the same—Comnmittee appointed to present it, 84. Report. S6.

CHAIR OF THE HOUSE,
To be taken at 2 o'clock precisely, 15.

CONFERENCE,
On Increase of Representatives Bill recommended, 57. Further, recommended, 69.
On Currency Bill recommended, 85,
Requested by the Assembly,—
On Increase of Representatives Bill, 63, 73, Free, on, 78.
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CUSTOMS,
Account of Goods imported—and Account Current of Receipts and Pavments for the year

ended 5th January, 1854, Appendix No 2.

COLONIAL SECRETARY,
Announces that His Excellency the Governor will prorogue the Legislature on Wednesday,

(14th June), 84.

DESPATCHES,

From the Secretary of State on the subject of Responsible Government, Appendix No. 3.
In reply to Addresses from Council and Assembly, on the subject
of the Fisheries, Appendix No. 4. )
In reply to Addresses on the subject of a Loan of £50,000 for
Main Roads (3 Nos.), Appendix No. 5.

DOCUMENTS,
Laid before the House by Mr. Secretary Crowdy, 24, 25, 26, 29, 55.

DELEGATION,
To Secretary of State relative to state of the Colony, 84. Address to Governor respecting, 84.

Report on, 86.

ESTIMATEL,
Of the charge of defraying the Public Expenditure, Appendix No. 1.

FISHERIES,
Despatch in reply to Addresses of Council and Assembly on the subject of, Appendix No, 4,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Colonial Secretary announces that His Excellency the Governor will prorogue it on the 14th
June, 84. Prorogued, §8.

GOVERNOR,

Arrives at Council Chainber, 9.

Speech of on opening the Session, 10.

Address of Council in answer, 17.  Reply, 20, _

Arrives at Council Chamber and assents to Electric Telegraph Repeal, and Telegraph Incor-
poration Bills, 38.

Arrives at Council Chamber and assents to Revenue Bill, 58. To close the Session, and assents
to certain Bills, 87.

Speech of, on proroguing General Assembly, 88.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CONFEREES,
Council's—On Increase of Representation Bill, 59, 71.
On Assembly’s amendmeits on Currency Bill, 86.
Assembly’'s—On Representation Bill, 63,73.
Q
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LIBRARY, LEGISLATIVE,
Honourable Mr. Job appointed member of Committee of; 80.

LOAN,
Despatches on the subject of, (3 Nos.), Appendix No. 5.

MESSAGE TO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
Of having passed an amendment of Assembly on Council’s amendments on Representation
Bill, and not concurring in others, 77. Taken to the House, 78.
Having reference to report of Managers at Free Conference on Representation Bill, 79,

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
With Electric Telegraph Bill, and Electric Telegraph Repeal Bill, 27.
Concurring in amendments on Telegraph Incorporation Bill, 36.
On Steam Communication Repeal Bil, 38.
Of having passed amendments of Council on Representation Bill, with amendment, 55,
Agreeing to Conference on Representation Bill, 59.
Requesting Conference on subject of Jast Conference, 63,
Acceding to Conference, 72.
Requesting Conference, 73.
Requesting Free Conference on amendments on Representation Bill, 78.
Of having passed Coin Rates and Currency Regulation Bills, with amendments, 84.

NOTICES OF MOTION,
For Select Committee on the Rules of the Honse, 13.
To suspend 27th Rule of the House, 14, 15, 27, 57.

To appoint Select Committee on Printing and Publishing Debates of the House, 14.

That the Chair be taken at 2 o’clock precisely, 14.

To bring in a Bill respecting Registration of Deeds, 22,

For address to Governor on Insuring Public Buildings, 22.

To bring 1n British Coin Rates Bill and Currency Regulation Bill, 40.

Of address to the Governor on the subject of arresting Fires, 69,

To bring resolutions of Assembly on the conduct of the Council on the Representation Bill, un-
der consideration, 80.

To present an address to Governor for the appointment of Delegates from the Council to pro-
ceed to England, 84,

NEWFOUNDLAND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY,
Abstract of affairs of, Appendix No. 14
PETITIONS LAID ON THE TABLE,
Of Robert Rodger, 14, Appendix No. 6.
Of W. J. Ward, 15, Appendix No. 7.
From Heart’s Content for Post Office, 27, Appendix No. 10.
Of Brooking & Son for reduction of Light Dues on Steamers, 47, Appendix No. 9.
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PETITIONS LAID ON THE TABLE—(Continued.)
From Greenspond, Spaniard’s Bay, Harbour Grace, Portugal Cove, Bay Roberts, Brigus,
Petty Harbour, Bonavista, Island” Cove, English Harbour and Ship Cove, Trinity and
Heart’s Content, in favour of Newfoundland School Society, 52, Appendix No. 12,
From Port-de-Grave, Bareneed and Salmon Cove, ditto, 55, Appendix No. 11.

PROTEST,
Against Representation Bill, 53.

PROROGATION OF THE LEGISLATURE,"
Colonial Secretary announces that Ilis Excellency will prorogue it on the 14th June, 84,
Prorogued, 88,

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT,
Despatch on the subject of, Appendix No. 3,

RULES OF THE HOUSE,
37th, suspended, 15; 28, 58,

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING, ‘
The Debates and Proceedings of the House—Select Committee respecting, 15. Report, 16

SELECT COMMITTEES,
To draft address to Governor in reply to Speech on opening the Session, 13. Report of, 14.
To ascertain when His Excellency will receive the same—Report of, 19.
To report on the Rules of the House, 14.
To report on Printing the Debates of the House, 15. Report of, 16.
To present address to the Governor respecting Insurance of Public Buildings—Report of, 23,
On Representation Bill, 40. Report of, 41.

To draft Instructions to Conferees on Representation Bill, 69, Report of, 71,

ST. JOHN'S MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY,
Report of affairs of, Appendix No. 13.

ST. JOHN'S WATER COMPANY,
Statement of affairs of, Appendix No. 15

HENLY WINTON, PRINTER, SI. JOHN'S, NEWFUUNDLAND,



