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PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency KER BAILLIB HAMILrON, Esquire,
K. B. HAMILTON. Governor and Commander-in-Chiefin and over the

(L. S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

WHEEAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the Fifteéntli
day of August instant: And whereas I think fit to Prorogue the said General Assembly until Mon-
day the Seventeenth day of October next ensuing:. I do therefore, by this my Proclamation, further
Piorogue flie said General Assemblv until Monday, the Seventeenth day of October next; of which
all persons concerned are required and commianded to take due notice and govero themselves
accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. Jobn's, in the aforesaid Island, the Thirteenth
day of August, One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Year of Der
Majesty's Reign.

ay Ois Excellency's Command,

JAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.



PROCLAMATION.

Dy Ris Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire,
K. B. HAMILTON. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the

(L. S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the Seventeenth

day of October instant: And whereas i think fit to Prorogue the said General Assembly until
Wednesday, the Thirtieth day of November next ensuing: I do therefore, by this my Proclamation,
further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Wednesday, the Thirtieth day of November next;
of which all persons concerned are required and commanded to, take due notice and govern them-
selves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government flouse,
at St. John's, in the aforesaid Island, the Tenth day
of October, One Thousand Eight H-Iundred and Fifty-
three, and in the Seventeenth Y ear of Her Majesty's
Reign.

By His'Excelleny's Connand,

CHRISTOPIIER AYRE,

Ac-te'ý .secretary.



PROCLAMATION.

By Dis Excellency KER BAILLIE HArILToN, Esquire,
K. B. HAMILTON. Governor and Comm ander-in-Chi ef in and over the

(L.S.) Island oj Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

W i 1ER EBAS tie Geieral As;emiv of this island siands Proragued until Wednesday, the Thîirtietl
dav of November instant: And viieîeas 1 thiink fit further to Prorogue the said General Assembly
intil Tu lay, th l'hirty-first daiy of Jamiry next ensming: I do therefore, by this my Proclama-

tion, farther Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesdav, the Thirty-first day of January next,
theu to neet for the despatch of budrms; a id f whichi ail persoas concerned are required and
cIommanded to take due notice and govern themselvès accordingly.

Given u:iler my land and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John's, in the aforesaid Island, this Twenty-
fifth day of November, One Thousand Eight 11u-
dred and Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Ye'ar
of Her Majesty's Reign.

By His Excellency's Command,

CHRISTOPHER AYRE,

Acting Secretary.





HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL,

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Second Session, Fifth General Assembly, 17th Victoria.

Tutesday, 31st January, 1854.

This being the day appoimted for the meeting of the Colonial Legislature,

At half-past One of the clock, P. M., the House met. House meets.

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
" EDWARD M. ARCHIBA LD, Attorney General
"C JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
C[iARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE,

Members present.

At Two of the clock, P.M., His Excellency the Governor baving arrived at Governor arrives at the
the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the Honourable the Presi- Council Chamber.

dent of the Council commanded the Serjeant-at-Arms attendant on the Council, to
go to the Commons' Bouse of Assembly, and inform the Members that it was His The Assembly summon-

Excellency's pleasure that they do forthwith attend at the Bar of this House; and ed to aLtend him.

they being cone thereto, His Excelleucy was pleased to open the present Session
by a gracious Speech to both Houses, of which the following is a copy·-



31st Janary, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17-ru OF VICTORIA.

iBExcellenoy'i Speech. Ir. President and Gentlemen of Her Majest 's Council:-

Mfr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembl,:

The duty ofaddressinig you on your again meeting for the dispatch of public
business devolves upon me under circumstances w'hich, while they dernand our
hearty acknowledgnents to Almighty God for mercies bestow'ed and calanities
averted, are not without alloy. While other countries have been sorely visited
we have mercifully enjoyed health and tranquillity : on the other hand, a renewed
visitation with unmitigated severity of the potato disease in al] parts of the Island,
and the fiailure of the Fishery in many localities, have been followed by great dis-
tress among a large portion of our labouring population.

In closing the last Session of the Legislature, 1 expressed the hope that it
would not be necessary for me, on our re-assembling, to make a further appeal to
your liberality on behalf of the labouring population ; but the great and continued
prevalence of distress arising from the causes to which I have adverted, aggrava-
ted moreover by the failure of the Electric Telegraph Company, rendered abso-
lutely necessary the advance of a large arnount in excess of the grant for the
relief of the poor. 1 shall cause to be laid before you the details of this extra
expenditure; and I rely upon vour indemnifying me for an outlay, under all the
circumstances of it, so unavoidable.

I arn glad to be enabled to inform you that the Revenue has exceeded the
estimate made of its probable amnount.

I shall direct to be laid before you Copies of Despatches on several miatters
whicl formed the subject of addresses passed during the last Session. From one
of themn you wili learn that Hler Majesty's Government declined to guarantee the
repayrment of the loan of £50,000 requested by you for the construction of Main
Lines of Road.

I have the satisfaction of being able to inform you, in reply to your Address
on the subject, that lier Majesty's Government will carefully maintain our Rights
of Fishery consistently vith a faithful observance of the Treaties ivith Foreign
Powers.

To every country is assigned by Providence its peculiar productions, which
mav b- interchanged among men for their mutual benefit. Although the Climate
of this Colony is such that no available product is raised from the soil for export,
yet we are more than compensated by the advantageous position of our shores for



31st January, 1854.
Mis Excellency KER BAILLIE H-AMILToN, Esquire, Governor, 4c. ec.

the prosecution of a valuable Fishery. From the Reports which I shall transmit
to you, vou will perceive tiat the object of the grant of the last Session, for the
protection of the Fisheries from external interruption, bas been carried out with
energy, and, to the extent of the neans afforded, w'ith success. Upon hie prospe-
rity of our Fisheries the general welfare entirely depends; and itcannot, therefore,
be superfluous to urge upon yon the esseitial importance of guarding them not
only against eicroachrmeit from without, but against the no less serions detriments
to them resulting from the sale of bait 1 y our own people on the Southernî coasts,
to our great rivals. I commend, therefore, to our consideration, the adoption of
such legislative enactment, within the legitimate scope of the functions of the
Local Legislature, as wvill check, or greatly restrict,.this mischievous traffic. To
enforce the provisions of ithe law in this respect, as well as to protect our River
Salmon Fisheries on the West Coast, I recommend you to place at the disposal of
the Executive adequate meanus for the maintenance of an efficient Coast Guard
during the ensuing Fishery season. A Naval Offiéer ivill be detached to the West
Coast for this last-mentioned service by the Vice-Adriral commanding on the
Station, who has invited the co-operation of tins Government.

In connection with the subject of the Fisheries, I would further submit for
your consideration the expediency of reviving, in whole or in part, the Act for the
Inspection of Pickled Fish, 'which has recently expired.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Ilouse of Assenbly :-

The Financial statements and estimates for the ensuing ear shall be laid
'before you without delay.

In. consequence of the omission to provide means for defraying the expendi.
ture contemplated by the Road Act of last Session, and owing to the inavoidable
necessity of exceeding the appropriation for the relief of the necessitous, the Reve.
nue lias been quite inadequate to cover the total expenditure of the'year. To
.supply the deficiency it will be necessary, duringrithe present Session, to authorise
the raising of a further sum by loan on the credit Of the Colony ; whereby a
considerable addition must'be made to the already.large public debt.

I deen the present opportunity,,therefore, a fitting one for calling your earnest
attention to the Fidancial condition of the Colony, and to its large and increasing
débt. To· reduce this debt in accordance iwith -subsisting engagements, and to
'maintain the publie credit in a sound and healthy condition, I need hardly point
out to you the imperative necessity for discontinuing, or greatly curtailing, the
casual and extraordinary appropriations for services not included in the estimates.

"Several of these services, as well as some of those heretofore included in the esti,
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mates, appear to me to be of so peculiarly local a character as to demonstrate
the reasonableness of their being made local buithens.

A disregard of econom3, and a tendency to improvidence, can hardly fail to
flow from a systen which makes the Public Revenue the only fund from whence
is defrayed, without discrimination or exception, the expenditure for charges and
services purely local, which in other communities are provided for by local rates
and assessments.

This observation will apply with equal force to the expenditure for the relief
of the poor, which is defray ei entirely from the public chest; as well as to the
mode of dispensing it, which, with all the precautions that, under the present
system, can be observed, is still deficient in incentives to self-reliance on the part
of the able-bodied poor, and calculated rather to increase than to check pauperism.

I commend these matters to your careful consideration, in the hope that you
may be able to devise remedies for wvhat cannot but be regarded as growing evils.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of Her Majesty's Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly :

The Laws relating to Education and the Administration of Justice in the Out-
ports will again corne under youir revision. I shall be happy to concur with you in
any well-considered enactments which you may adopt for the furtherance of objects
so important to the present and future well-being of all classes of the community.

The encouragement of Agriculture, with a due regard to the peculiarities of
this soil and climate, but especially the introduction, breeding and rearing of Live
Stock of a superior kind, deserve your consideration. By this means the employ-
ments and interests of our increasing population will be diversified and augnented,
and the general good be advanced.

In fulfilment of the benevolent provisions of the Legislature,-I have, during

the recess, had the gratification of laying the Foundation-stone of an Asylum for

the reception and curative treatment of Pauper Lunatics. Satisfactory progress
lias been made in the construction of that portion of the building for which funds

were provided. The Report of the Commissioners I shail direct to be laid before

you: and i congratulate you on the near prospect of the completion of an Institu-

tion in which may be put in practice the most approved methods of ameliorating
the condition of this most unhappy class of our fellov-beings.

Through the mercy of Providence there has been no actual necessity, during

tht past year, for putting the Quarantine Act in operation. I deem it right, never-
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Bis Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, *c. ec.

theless, to impress upon you the importance of supplying any defects there may
be in the existing Laws for the removal of nuisances, and for enforcing general
cleanliness, so essential to the public health.

I will only further detain you in assuring you that upon the subjects to which
I have called your attention, and on othbers which may be discussed in either
branch of the Legislature, I shall be happy to facilitate to the utmost of my power
vour labours for the promotion of the public good.

The House of Assembly having withdrawn, [lis Excellency was pleased to
retire.

A Copy of Dis Exceliency's Speech having been left with the President, it
was read by the Clerk-aud

Ordered-That a Select Committee be appointed to draft an Address to His
Excellency the Governor, in answer thereto-and

Select Conmittee to
Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. JoB, GRIEVE and ARCHIBALD be a draft Address to the

Committee for that purpose. Spechl ""py° "

Ordered-That the Speech be printed,

The Honourable Mr. ARCIHIBALD gives notice that on Friday next he will Notice of motion for a

move that a Select Committee be appointed to report ou the Rules of the House. of the Iouse.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Friday next, at fouse adjourna.
two o'clock.

FRIDAY, 3 RD FEBRUARY, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House metets.

Members presient.

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
ý E.I M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.

JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.



3rd and 7tt Febritary, 1854.
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Tie minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Select Committee report
draft of an Address to
the Goverror, in reply
to his Speech.

Addreus read first time.

Notice of motion to s's
pend 37th rule of the
House.

Petition of Mr. Robert
flodger read.

Notice of motion to ap-
point a Select Commit-
tee on printing and pub.

"iqhing the DÎebates of
the flouse.

Select Commitee p-
pointed to repurt on
Rules of the House.

Notice o Motion re
pecting the taking th~e
Chair of the House,

House adjur2"

The Ilonourable Mr. JoB, from the Comnittee appointed to prepare an Ad-
dress to Bis Excellency the Governor in answer to his Speech at the opening of
the Session, presented a draft thereof.

Ordered--That the saie be received.

The Address was then read a first time, and

Ordered-That it be read a second time to-morrow.

The ionourable Mr. JOB gives notice that he wili, to-morrow, move the
Éluspension of the 37th rule of the flouse, with reference lto-the said Address.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. CROWDY, the Petition of Mr. Robert
'Rodger, prayinglto be appointed the Reporter of this Hnuse, was.read, and-

Ordered-To lie on the Table.

The lonourable Mr, CROwDY gives notice that he will, to-morrow, move
that a Select Committee be appointed to report on the Printing and Publishing the
Debates of this îlouse.

Putsuarit to notice, the Honourable Mr. ARCnIBALD imoved that a Select
.Committeebe appointed to take -into consideration the :Rules and Regulations of
this House, and to report thereon-and

Ordered-That the Hlonourable Messrs. ARCHIBALD, NOAD and ToMAS be
a Committee for that purpose.

The Honourable Mr. NOAD gives notice that*to-morrow lie will move that it
be an order of the House during the present Session, that the Chair be taken at
two o'clock precisely.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until two o'clock, P.M.

on Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY, 1854.

The Bouse met pursuant to adjournment..Ifous Meea



7th February, 1854.

lis Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, EsquirC, Governor, 4-c. 5•c.

vttsent:

The Honourable JOSEPH NOAD.
"g CHARLES F. BENNETT.
" TIIOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion of the Ilonourable Mr. Jou, the Petition of the Deputy .Clerk of
Counicil, praying that a Scale of Fees on Private Bills might be established in this
Bouse, was read-and

Ordered-To be referred to the Select Committee on the Rules and Regula.
tions of this Bouse.

On motion of the ion. Mr. BENNETT, the Petition of Mr. W. J. Ward, pray-
ing to be appointed Publisher of the Proceedings of this House, was read-and

Ordered-To lie on he Table.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable Mr. JoB moved that the 37th rule of the
[louse be suspended, vith reference to the addressto:the GQvernor, in answer to
lis Excellency's Speech on the opening of the Session,-arid

Petition of DeputyClerk
of Council-

a"d of W.J. ard-
Ra.

37th rule of the House
aupended.

Ordered accordiugly.

Pursuant to notice, and in the absence of the Honourable Mr. Crowdy, the
Honourable Nir. BENNETT moved that a Select Committee be appointed to. report
on the Printing and Publishing the Debates of the House.

Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. CROWDY, ·BENNETT and Noi be
a Commitee for that purpose.

Pursuant to notice of te Honourable-Mr. NoAD, it was

Ordered-That during the present Session, unless otherwise ordered, the
Chair shall be taken by the senior member present, at two o'clock precisely; and
that in case of there being no quorum at that hour, the Houme shall sta»diadjourn-
ed to the same hour the following day.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next, at
two o'clock, 2.x.

Select Committee ap-
pointed to report on the
Printicg the Debats of
t° ou.

The Chair to b. taken
at two o'clock precisoly.

oug, adjourn.

Members present.
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SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TU OF VICTORIA.

FRIDAY, 1OTII FEBRUARY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vrtsent:

Ilembers present. The Honourable
c

WILLIAM ROBIESON, Commandant.
EDWAlD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

SelectCommittee report
on the Rfeporting and
Publishingthe Proceed-
ings of the House.

The Report.

The Honourable Mr. CROWDY, from the Select Committee appointed to re-
port on the Reporting and Publishing the Proceedings of the Bouse, reported as
follows:

The Select Committee on the Reporting and Publishing the Reports of the
Bouse, beg leave to report that they are of opinion that it will be expedient to
employ a Reporter during the present Session.

That the only applicant for the Reportership, is Mr. Robert Rodger.

That the only application for Publishing is fromn Mr. W. J. Ward.

That the Committee recommend to the Bouse to appoint these gentlemen
respectively.

That it is the opinion of the Committee that the Reporter and Publisher
should, each, be allowed Fifty Pounds Sterling.

(Signed) .

Committee Room,
9th February, 1854.

The Report having been read, it was

Ordered-That the Report be received and adopted.

Bouse meets.

JAMES CROWDY,
Chairmani.



10th February, 1854.

His Excellency KER BAILLIE II A311LToY, Esquire, Governor, 4•c. 4•c.

Pirsuant to the order of the (lay, the Addlress to the Governor, in answer to Addresa to the ovr-

Ilis Excellency's Speech at the openin.g of tlhe Session, w'as read a second tiie- Speech on opening the
Sension-read 2nd sime

and the Ilouse ivent into Committeethlereon ; and committed.

The Ilonourable Mr. Noo in tihe Chair.

After sone time the louse resumedi.

The Chairman reported the Address with some amendments. Reported-

Ordered-That the Report he received.

The Address, as amended, was then read a third time and passed, and is as Read3d ime & passed.
follows:-

To lis Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Es-
quire, Gocernor and Conmandei-in-Chief in Ad,.
and over the Island of Ncwfoundland and its
Dependencies, 'c. ý·c.

MAY IT PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,-

We, lier .lajestv's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council of Newfoundland,
in General.Asrgmbly convened, beg leave respectfully to thank your Excellency
for the Speech -with which you have been pleased to open the present Session of the
Legislature.

We concur with your Excellency that our humble and hearty acknowledg-
.ments to Almighty God are due for that measure of public health and tranquillity
-which hasbeen graciously vouchsafed to this Colony during the past year; bless-
ings notw4ithîout their alloy from the distress .which unhappily prevails in conse-
quence of the continuance of the potato disease, aud the partial failure of the
Fishery.

Owing to the causes stated by your Excellency, it ivas obviously necessary to
exceed the Grant made last Session for the relief of the poor, and we shail readily
concur in a measure to indemnify your Excellency for an outlay so unavoidable.

We are happy to learn that the Revenue has exceeded the estimate made of
its probable amount.

We thank your Excellency for your promise to lay before us copies of the
Despatches referred to by your Excellency ; and we heartily rejoice to find that
Ber Majesty's Government will carefully maintain our rights of Fishery, involving
as those Fishieries do, interests of paramount importance to this Colony, and of
grave concern to the Empire at large.
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We agree in the opinion thiat, whilst Agriculture is a valuable adjunet to our
Fisheries, it is upon tie prosperity of tlhse that the general welfare of tlis Colony
is dependent; and it shall he our endeavour, as it is our duty, to devise and pro-
mote the best means of guarding them aLainst encroachnients fron without, and of
suppressing the illicit and extremely injurious traflic i liait carried ou by some of
our own people witi our foreign competitors.

We rejoice to learn tiat the service for whici the grant made during the last
Scssion for the Protection of our Fisheries, has been carried out witi energy, and
Las been productive of benefit ; avd ve fully concur with your Excellency in the
expediency of the Executive of this Colony bei-g placed in a position to mainitain
an efficient Coast Guard during the ensnitg seaison.

We entertain the belief that there are many branches of Trade connected with
our Fisher'ies that are capable of development and improvement, and which, if
properly and econonically conducted, would, by conducing to the maintenance
and comfort of the labouring classes, ease the pressure upon the public funds for
tieir relief, and add to the general wealth of the Colony.

The Laws relating to Education and the Administration of Justice shall have,
as they deserve, our best consideration.

We are happy to find tiat satisfactory progress is being made in the Erection
of a suitable Liunatic Asylum; and ne shall liail with satisfaction the completion
of an Institution calculated to alleviate the condition and sufferings of that class of
our felloiw-creatures, who, of all others, have the strongest claim upon our protec-
tion and sympathy.

We shall cheerfully contribute our aid towards the encouragement of Agri-
culture. We shall also devote our attention to the consideration of the Quaran-
tine and Pickled Fish Acts.

In conclusion, we thank your Excellency for the assurance of your co-ope.
ration w'ith us and the othter branch of the Legislature in the promotion of sucli
neasures as nay tend to the advancement of the true interests of this ancient and
valuable Colony.

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President.

Council Chamber,
10th February, 1854.



10th, l4th, and läth February, 1854.
His Excellency KERu BAILLIE IIAMILTox, Esquire, Governor, ec., ec.

Ordered-That the Address be engrossed-and that a Select Committee be
appointed to wait on the Governor tu ascertain when ]His Excellency will be
pleased to receive the House with the same.

Committee appointed te
ascertain when His Es.
cellency the Governor
wili receive the Adgresa.

Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. CROwDY, ARCUIBALD and NOAD

be a Commitee for that purpose,

On motion made and seconded the iouse adjourned until Tuesday next. House adjourna.

TUESDAY, 14TH FEBRUARY, 184.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vrusent:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARI M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Genera..

6 JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.

" JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. CROwDY, from the Select Committee appointed to
wait _on the Governor to asceitain at what time His Excellency would receive the
Address of this House in reply to his Speech on opening the Session, reported
that His Excellency lad named ten minutes before two o'clock to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded, the Bouse adjourned until a quarter before
two o'clock to-morrow.

Members present.

Calonial Secretary re,
parts tat the Governor
wilt receive the Addreaa
of this Houie to-morrow

Houase adjourna.

WEDNESDAY, 15TH FEBRUARY, 185

The House net pursuant to adjournment

Rouie meet

. House Meets.



15th and 17th Febriwry, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTII GENERAL ASSEIBLY, 17TIl OF VICTORIA.

qBnscnt:

Member present. The Ilonourable
"&

WILLIAM ROhIi\SON, Conmandant.
EDWABRD Mi. A1lCHIIBALD, Attorney Genera.
JAMES CItOW DY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM TIHOMAS.
JOSEPIH NOAD.
CIIAILES F. BENNETT.
JAMES J. GRIEVE

The minutes of yesterday were read.

.House proceeds to the
GovernmentHousewith
its Address.

At ten minutes before tvo o'clock the House proceeded to the Government
House with its Address in reply to the Speech of His Excellency the Governor out
opening the Session.

At half..past two o'clock, the Bouse having returned, the bonourable the

President reported tiai IHis Excellency had been pleased to receive the said Ad-
dress, and to return an answer thereto in the following vords:-

Mr. President and Ionourable Gentlemen of the Council :-

I thank you for this Address, and for the assurance it contains that you will
co-operate with myself and the other branch of the Legislature in the promotion
of measures recognized by you as tending to the advancement of the true interesta
of this incient and valuable Colony.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next,

Governor's reply to the
Address.

lou;e sjourns.

FRIDAY, 17Tu FEBRUARY, 1854.

- ~3rt5ent :.

The Honourable JOSEPH NOAD.

u1nuse adjourned for
otait of a quorum.

At two o'clock, P.>., there not being a quorum, the House stood adjourned
until Tuesday next.



21

21st and 24th February, and 3rd March, 1854.
His Excellency KERi BAILLIE IIAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, 4c. 4-c.

TUESDAY, 21sT FEBRUARY, 1854.

Vrctnt:

The Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
"c JOSEPH NOAD,

At two o'clock, P. m., there not being a quorum, the House stood adjourned
until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 2 4Tu1 FEBRUARY, 1C54.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vtzstnt:

T.'e Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B, JOB.

The minutes of Wednesday, Friday, and Tuesday last were read.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

louse meets.

emnbers present.

Bloule adjourmed.

FRIDAY, 3 ar MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

$rttent :

The Honourable E. M. ARCI-HIBALD, Atorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT,
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.

-JAMES J. GRIEVE.

Rouse meeu.

;4embers present.



3rd and 101h MJarch, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTI GENERA L ASSE1BLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

Notice of a Bill to con.
solidate the Laws rela-
ting to the Registration
Deeds-and of an

Address to the Gover-
nr t, effect an Insu-
rance on the Public
Buildings of the Colony.

House adjourns.

l'lie minutes of Fridav last vere read.

The HJonourable the A'TTORNEY GEN ERAL gives notice that on Friday next

lie will bring in a Bill to ainend and cosolidate the Laws relating to the Registra-

tion of Deeds.

The Ilonourable Mr. JoB gives notice iliat, to-morrow, he will move that

an Address be presented to tihe Governior, praying that lis Excellency will be

pleased to take the necessary steps for effecting an Insurance on the Public

Build ings of the Colony.

On motion made arid seconded, the Ilouse adjouriied until Frida3 iext..

FRIDAY, 10rii MARCI, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjourinment.

lutrcent:

Members presenL The Honourable

.s'

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant,
WILLIAM THiOMAS.
CH ARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General;

Draft of Address to
the Gorernar ta Insure
the Public Building.
against Fire-presented

The Address.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to notice the flonourable M31r. JoB brouglt in Draft of an Address
to the Governor, praying lis Excellency to take the necessary measures for

effecting an Insurance, against Fire, on the Public Buildings of the Colony,
which was read and adopted, and is as follows:-

To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON,

Esquire, Governor, 4c., ec.

MAY IT PLEASE YoUa EXCELLENCY,-

We, Hler Majesty's Council, in General Assemnbly convened, beg leave respect.

fully to bring under your Excellency's consideration, the propriety of causing

Hlouse meets.



10th, 17th and 20th March, 1854.
His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, 4•c. •c.

Insurance against loss by Fire to be effected upon some of the principal Public
Buildings of tiis Colony.

We believe that similar Insurances are effected by the Governments of some
of the neighbouring Colonies; and we think that advantage might resuit from
the adoption of such precautionary measures in this Colony, and accordingly
submit the same for your Excellency's consideration.

Ordered-That said Address be engrossed-and

Ordered-That the lonourable Messrs. JoB and BENNETT be a Deputa-
tion to present the saine to Hlis Excellency the Governor.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

Deputation appointed
t, present the saine to
thoe Gaovernor.

Houee adjourne.

FRIDAY, 17TIl MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.

The Honourable

9;
"i
"g

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
WILLIAM TIIOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
THOMAS B. JOB.

Memberspresent.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. JoB, from the Committee appointed to present the
Address to the Governor on the subject of effecting an Insurance on the Public
Buildings of the Colony, reported that the Address had been presented, and that
Bis Excellency had replied that it should receive his attention.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

Presentation of the Ad.
dress on the subject of
eiffotine an Insuranae
on Publie Buildings-
reported.

Houa. adjourne.

MONDAY, 2 01H MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meeta.



20th, 21st and 24th March, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17Tu OF VICTORIA.

Members present.

flouse adjourns.

JITm e edjourned for
wan o a qu~orum.

Tte Honourable WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minùtes of Friday last were read.

On motion made and secoiidcd, the HIouse adjourned until to-morrov.

TUESDAY, 21s-r MAIRCH, 1354.

At two of the clock, P.M., tilere wvas

1Brsent:

The Honourable JOSEPH NOAD.

There not being a quorum the House stood adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 24T MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

1etesent:

M cnbers present. The Honourable
"C

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
J A MES CROW DY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Monday and Tuesday last were read.

]Iercch on the 8ubject
,,t li-soisible Govern-
il 4:1t Iiid berore the
flouse by direction of
diee Gorernor.

The lHonourable Mr. Secretary CROWDY lays before the House, by direction
of the Governor, a Despatch from the Riglt Honourable the Secretary of Stale
for the Colonies, dated 21st February, 1854, on the subject of Responsible Govern-
ment; and states that with reference to the proposed new form of Government
for this Colony, His Excellency desires him to say that .he will be happy to co-

House meets.



24th and 28th MlIarch, 1854.

His Excellency KER. BAILLIE HAMrILoN, Esquire, Governor, 4-c. 4-c.

operate with the Council in fulfilling those pre-requisites, some of which His
Grace the Duke of Newcastle considers essential to justice, and others highly
important to the satisfactory working of the new system of Government.

His Excellency hopes that the result of the delibe rations of the Legislature
with a view to the introduction of the new systein, and the operation of the system
itself, vill conduce to the welfare of this ancient Dependency of the Crown.

The Despatch having been read, it was

Ordered-That it be printed.

On motion niade and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next. House adjourns.

TUESDAY, 28TI MARCI, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vpttstat:

The Hononrable

&G

4.'c

c'

'c

'c

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD IM. ARCHIBALD, Attorney Geizeral.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THiOMAS.
JOSEPI NOAD.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
CH ARLES F. BENNETT

The minutes of Friday last were read.

The lonourable Mr. Secretary CROWDY lays before the House, by command
of the Governor, the following documents, viz

An Estimate of the charge of defraying the Public Expenditure of the Island
for the year ending the 31st December, 1854.

A Consolidated Account Current of Receipts and Payments for the year
ended 5th January, 1854.

Documents laid before
the Haue by commatd
of the Goyernor.

flouse meets.

Members present.



28th and 31st Marck, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 171ri OF VICTORIA.

'A Despatrh from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies to His Excellency the Governor, dated September 17th, 18ff, in reply to
Addresses from the Council and Bouse of Assembly deprecating any concession of
any new Fishing privileges to the French, on the coast of Newfoundland.

The Despatch having been read, it was

Ordered-That it be printed.

HouBe adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Frida3 next.

FRIDAY, 31sT MARCH, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

pre5ent:

Members present. The Honourable

'c

"

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
THOMAS B. JOB.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

Documents laid before
the House by command
of the Goverror.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary CROWDY lays before the House, by command
of the Governor, the following documents, viz.:-

A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency,
dated the 30th July, 1853, in reply to an Address from the Council and House of
Assembly praying for a Loan of £50,000 from Her Majesty's Govertnment, for the
completion of Main Lines of Road.

A Despatch from His Excellency the Governor in acknowledgment of the
foregoing, dated 16th September, 1853-and

A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 3rd Novem-
ber, 1853, with reference to the Address of the Council and Assembly above-
mentioned.

The Despatches having been read, it was

]!Ouse meeti.



31st Marct and 3rd April, 1854.
His Excellency KER. BAILLIE HAMILToN, Esquire, Governor, ec., ec.

Ordered-That they be printed.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. THoMAs, a Petition from the Inhabitants
of Heart's Content, praying for a grant of money for the establishment of a Post
Office at that settlement, was read-and

Ordered-To lie on the Table.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up two Bills for the
concurrènce of this House, entitled-

" An Act to Incorporate a Company tinder the style and title of the New
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company"-and

" An Act to Repeal an Act passed in the 15th 3 ear of Uer Majesty's Reign,
entitled " An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her
Majesty's Reign, entitled " An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph
Commissioners, and for Incorporating Electric Telegraph Companies; and also to
provide for locorporating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company; and
also "An Act to amend the said recited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her
Mlajesty's Reign ;"-which were severally read a first time-and

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be printed.

The Honourable Mr. CROWDY gives notice that on Monday next lie will
move that the 37th rule of the House, with reference to the Bills above named,
be suspended.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

Petition from Heart's
Content, for a Post Of.
fice, rend.

Message from theHonse
of Assembly with two
Bills, viz.-

Telegraph Company In.
corporation Bill-and

Electric Telegraph Re.
peal Bil.

Notice of motion to
suspend 37th rule of the
House.

House adjourns.

MONDAY, 3RD APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Honourable

"'

"

vrtsent:

WILLIAM ROBli\SON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial SecretàYg.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETff.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

D 2

House meets.

Members present.
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3rd and 4th April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTII GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

Electric Telegrapi ]Re-
peal Bil read 2nd time.

New York. Newfound-
land, and London Tele-
graph Incorporation Bil
-read 2nd time.

37th rule of the House
suspended.

Telegraph Bill commit.
ted.

House adjourns.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to the order ofthe day the Bill to repeal certain Acts incorporating
an Electric Telegraph Company, was read a second tine-and

Ordered to be committed to-morrow.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled "An Act to Incorporate a
Company under the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland, and London
Telgraph Company," was read a second time.

Whereupon the flonourable Mr. Secretary CROWDY, pirsuant to notice.
moved that the 37th rule of the Hiouse, with reference to the above-named Bills, be
suspended-and

Ordered accordingly.

The House thereupon went into Committee on the last-named Bill;

The Ionourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair.

After some time the HBouse resumed.

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

House meets.

Members present.

TUESDAY, 4TH APRIL, 1854.

The Bouse met pursuant to adjournment.

present:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

"G WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT..
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE..



4tM April, 1854.

His Excellency KER BAILLIE IAMIILToN, Esquire, Governor, §•c. 4•c.

The minutes of yesterday vere read.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary CRowDY lays before the House, by command
of the Governor, the following documents, viz.:-

A Report of the Newfoundland Marine Insurance Company; and a state-
ment of the affairs of the St. John's Marine Insurance Company for the year 1853.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled " A n Act to amend an Act
passed in the 15th year of Her Majesty's Reign, entitled " An Act to repeal certain
parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her Majesty's Reign, entitled " An
Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and for Incorpo-
rating Electrie Telegraph Companies, and also to provide for Incorporating the
Nevfoundland Electric Telegraph Company;" and also an Act to amend the
said recited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her Majesty's Reign-was read a
second time-and

The Bouse went into Committee thereon;•

Electric Telepraph J~e..

Electrie Telegraph Re-
pealBilI-read2nd timo

--comimitted.

Documents laid before
the Bouse by c mmand
cf the Goyernor.

The Honourable Mr. CRowDY in the Chair.

After some time the fHouse resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment, -reported.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

Pursuant to the order of the day the House went into Committee on the Bill Telegaph compeny In-
entitled " An Act to Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New iteao -
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegrapli Company ;"

The Honourable Mr. No.A in the Chair.

A fter some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments,

Ordered-That the Report be received.

reportea, with amend-
ment.

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed, and the Bill, as amended,
read a third time to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until to-morrow. House adjiourm.



5th .April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

WEDNESDAY, 5TH APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

rastnt:

Members present. The Ionourable
"l

c

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Telegraph CompanyIn- On motion of the Honourable Mr. CaOWDY, the Bill entitled "An Act to
corporation Bill - te- Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland,

and London Telegraph Company," was re-committed;

The Honourable Mr. Noin in the Chair.

After some time the Bouse resumed.

Reported with amend.
ments.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amlendments.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

The amendments are as follow:

The amendments. In the Preamble of the Bill, 2nd line-insert after the word " Newfoundland,"
"And whereas the parties hereinafter named have associated f'or the purpose of
forming a Company, with a Capital or Joint Stock of Three Hundred and Twelve
Thousand Five Hundred Pounds Sterling, or One Million Five Hundred Thou-,
sand Dollars, with the privilege of extending it, as hereinafter provided."

In the 2nd Section, 2nd linë-expunge " be" ünd insert instead thereof
" consist of the said sum of."

In the 3rd Section, 5th line-expunge after the word, " Stockholders," the
words " at such town or place in the United States or Newfoundlandý" and insert
in their stead "in the city of London, or in the city of New York, or in the towa
of St. John. in thisilsland."

Houws meets.



5th April, 1854.
His Excellency KEa BAImuIE HMIoLToN, Esquire, Governor, 4-c. 4-c.

In the 3rd Section, 6th line--expunge " designate," aud insert " from tilne to
time determine."

- 7th and 8th lines--expunge the word "two," and insert
"three" in its stead ; and after the word "newspapers," insert "viz., the London
Gazette, the Royal Gazette of this Island, and a newspaper published in New
York;" and expunge the words between " newspaper" and "at."

14th line-insert after the word " them," "and any
Stockholder owning Five Shares of the Capital Stock of the Company, shall be
eligible to be a Director."

16th line-expunge the word " two," and insert " three"
in its stead; expunge the word" one," and after the word "published," insert " as
abovementioned;" and expunge "in Newfoundland and the other in New York."

In the 5th Section, 5th page, 12th line-insert after " Sheriff," " or other
proper officer."

In the 6th Section, 1st line-expunge "may," and insert "shall" in its stead.

2nd line-expunge the words "or lines."

4th line-expunge the word " also," and insert in its

stead "I may also construct, complete, keep in order' and operate any other line or

lines."

5th line-insert after "point," "or points."

7th line-after the word "village," insert "iin New-

foundland."

At the end of this Section-insert " And provided also that if at any time

after ten years from the passing of this Act, any branch line, to connect with any
town or village aforesaid, be desired by the Government of this Colony, and the
Company shall not establish the same within twelve months after a requisition to

that effect from the Governor of this Colony, the Government of this Colony May
establish such branch lUne at its own expense for local traffie only."

l the 8th Section, Ist line-substitute " Great Britain" for " Newfoundland;"
and in the 2nd line, "N ewfoundland" for " Great Britain."

In the 10th Section, 6th line-expunge the words "not exceeding five," and

insert in their stead the words " or parcels, the contents ofwbich shall not be léss

than three."



5th April, 1854 .
SECOND SESSION, FIFTII GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17Tu OF VICTORIA.

In the 10th Section, Sth line-insert after the word " mines," " and to sucl
conditions as to the working thereof within a limited period, not less than ten
years."

At the end of this Section-insert " and ail grants to the said Conpany
under this Act shail be issued without any charge to them for Surveys or other-
wise." Provided always that nothing herein contained shall affect the provisions
of the 7th and Sth sections of the Act of the Legislature of this Colony, passed iii
the 7th vear of lier Majesty's reign, cap. 1, which sections are as follow, viz.-
"That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administering the
Government, from time to time to reserve, set apart, and appropriate such parts or
portions of any unoccupied Land in any of the Districts of this Island, or places
within its Governiment, as lie may, by and with the advice and consent of the
Council, deem proper and expedient to appropriate, for the purpose of erecting
Court Bouses, Market places, Churches, Chapels, or other places of PublicWor-
ship, or for the erection of School Houses, or for any other public use or purpose;
and also such portions of unappropriated Ships' Room, Beaches, and Shores as
may be deemed necessary or convenient to set apart for the general and public
uses of the inhabitants within any of the districts or places aforesaid."

"That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administering
the Goverument, by and with the consent of the Council, to order the reservation
of such and such portion of Bogs as may be deened necessary for the supply of
Manure or Fuel to the public, and such and such portion of Forest as may be
necessary for the uses of the Fishery."

In the 11th Section-expunge the word "Path" or "Paths," and insert
" Road" or " ioads" in their stead, throughout the section.

11th page, 7th line-expunge " that," and insert " and"
in its stead.

9th line-expunge the word " that."

10th line-expunge the letter " a," and add

the letter " s" to " Highway."

11th line-expunge " who," and insert " which"

m its place.

ln'the 14th Section-Strike out the words from " created," in the lst line of
this section, to the word " shall," in the 4th line, and at the end of the section
insert the following proviso:-" Provided, however, that if the said line of Tele-
graph shall rct have been completed from St. John's to Cape Ray, or other point



5th April, 1854.

His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, .4-c. .4-c.

on the Western Coast of Newfoundland, and a communication by Telegraph
across Prince Edward Island or the Island ot Cape Breton,,or otherwise, establish-
ed with the Continent of America, within Five years from the passing of this Act,
the exclusive privileges granted by this section shall cease.

In the 15th Section, 13th page, 20th line-insert after the word " tenth," " and
twenty-second."

In the 16th Section, l5th page, 4th line-expunge the words " property and;"
and after " works," insert "and property."

8th line-substitute the word " Roads" for

Paths."

Insert at the end of this Section-" But before the said Iemaining thirty
Bonds are delivered'to the said Company, they shall be offered by the Company
for sale at par (reckoning the rate of exchange between St. John's and London at
twenty per cent. premium,) to- the Government of this Colony, or any inhabitant
thereof, by notice published for three successive weeks in the Royal Gazette of
this Island; and if the said Bonds, or any of them, be purchased by the. Govern-
ment or any inhabitant of this .Colony at or before the expiration of the said three
weeks, the Bonds so purchased shall be delivered to the purchaser, and the par
value thereof be paid to the said Company in lieu of-the said Bonds. And in case
the said Company shall not think fit to receive the Bonds last above-mentioned
within ten days after they shall be entitled to receive the same, there shall be
offered for sale to the Government for the inhabitants of this Colony, Stock in the
said -Company to the extent of Thirty Thousand Pounds Sterling, or One Hun-
dred:and Forty-four-Thousand Dollars, at par, which shall in such case be offered
by advertisement in manner above mentioned."

In the 17th Section, 16th page, lth!line-Insert after the word "auctioti,"
" at St. John's or New York."

l2th line-insert "London Gazette," " the"
before "Royal;" expunge "the Colony," and insert "this Island ;" expunge
"some paper," and insert "newspaper."

13th line-insert after the word "over," the
words "to the said Company."

15th line-expunge the ..words " to the ;said
Company," after the word " Bonds."



5th April, 1854.

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

In the 17th Section, 16th page, 17th line-insert after " aforesaid," the words
" together with such sum as will purchase such annuity as aforesaid."

expunge the last word of this section, and iiisert instead
thereof "of all their claims arising out of the said guarantee."

In the 18th Section, 2nd line-insert after " and," " Ireland or ;" expunge

"or" after " Island," and insert after the word " place," " or places."

4th line-insert the word "Canada" before the word
Prince."

In the 19th Section, 18th page, lth line-expunge the words "Iland, privile-
ges, bonuses."

13th line-expunge the words "rights and

privileges," and insert the word "effect" in their stead ; expunge the word "said,"
and after " Company" insert " hereby incorporated."

In the 20th Section-expinge the lst and 2nd lines, and insert in place
thereof the following, as Section 20 :-" Every Stockholder in the said Company,
whether a British subject, or a citizen of the United States, or other alien, or a
resident in Newfoundland, the United States, or elsewhere, has and shall have
equal rights to hold Stock in the said Company, to vote on the same, and to be
eligible to office in the said Company.

(The rest of the section to form Section 21.]

6th line-expunge the first two words, and insert " Lon-
don" in their stead; and expunge the eighth word, and insert " New York" in its
place; expunge the words " such place," and insert "St. John's" instead thereof.

- 9th page, 1st line-after "London," insert "and New

York ;" and at the end of the Section insert " and the United States respectively."

In the 21st Section, 3rd line-insert after the word "I wire," the words " from
this Island."

Insert at the end of this Section---" and Provisos as are mentioned in the 10th
Section of this Act."

In the 22nd Section, 5th line-inserafter the word " year," as follows, " with
a statement of any Bonds that have been converted into Stock or cancelled, which
Bonds shal be returned to the Secretary ofthe Colony."
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In the 22nd Section, 6th line-expunge all the words after the word " and"

in this fine, and insert the words " Stockholders, to be deposited in the Colonial

Secretary's Office for reference only."

The Bill, as amended, was then read a third time and passed-and Bil rea 3rd time and
passed.

The Honourable the President signed the same.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled " An Act to repeal an Act
passed in the Fifteenth year of Ber Majesty's reign, entitled " An Act to repeal
certain parts of an Act passed in the Fourteenth year of Her Majesty's reign,
entitledI "An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and
for Incorporating Electric Telegraph Companies; and also to provide for Incor-
porating the Newfoundland Electrie Telegraph Company;" and also "An Act to
aniend the said-recited Act passed in the 16th year of Her Majesty's reign,"-was
read a third time and passed-and

EtectricTelegraphRe-
peol Bil-

read 3rd time an4
passed.

The Honourable the Presideit signed the same.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next. House adjourns.

FRIDAY, 7TH APRIL 1854,

The Iouse met pursuant to adjournment,

rpunt :

The Honourable EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN,

" THOMAS B. JOB.

House meet.

gembers present.

The minutes of Wednesday last were read.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur- steam Communication
rence of this House, entitled " An Act to suspend for one 3 ear, and thereafter to Su anesot treh
repeal, " An Act passed in the Fifteenth year of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled
"An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by Steam between certain
Ports and Saint John's," which was read a first time-an1-

E 2
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Ordered-.T' h read a second time to-morrow.

The samue Deputation also brought upthe following message:-

Mr. President,-

Message from the louse
of Assenibly con curring
in the Amendents of
the Councilon the Tele-
graph Conipany Incor-
poration Bill.

The 1-ouse of Assembly acquaint Her Majesty's Council that tley concur iîn
the amendments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent up from the-
Assembly, entitled " An Act to Incorporate a Company under the styieand title
of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company."

(Signed)

House adjourns.

J. KENT,

Speaker..
IoUSE OF AsSEMBLY,

7th April, 1854.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.,

TUESDAY, 1111 APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.House meets.

Members present. The Honourable
"l

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant..
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney GeneraA-
WILLIAM TRIOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Steam Communication
Suspension Bill read
2nd time.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled " An Act to suspend for one
year, and thereafter to repeal an Act passed in the Fifteenth. year of the reign of
Der Majesty, entitled " An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by
Steam between certain Ports and St. John's," vas read a second time-and

Ordered to be conmitted to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Thursday iext.House adjourns.
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TIHURSDAY, 13TiH APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vttsent:

The Ilonourable
"

WILLIAM ROBIi\SON, Conmandant.
EDWARD Ni. ARCLHIB4ALD, Attorney General.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
THOMAS B. JOB.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

Members present.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

A Deputation from the Ilouse of Assenbly brought up a Bill for the concur'
rence of this Bouse, entitled "An Act to increase the present nuinber of Represent--
ativesin the General Assembly of tiis Island, and to regulate the Representation
thereof"-u iich vas read a first time-and

Increase of Representa-
tives Bill brought up,
and read lst time.

Ordered-.Td be read a second time on Tuesday next.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the 3ill
entitled " An Act to suspend for one year, and thereafter to repeal, an Ac t passed
in the Fifteenth year of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled " An Act for the Encou-
ragement of Communication by Steam between certain Ports and Saint John's."

Steam Communication
RepealBili-committed

The Honourable Ir. TuoMAs in the Chair.

After some time the [ouse resmued.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments. Reported with Amend.
mente.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

The amendments are as follow :

In the Preamble, 1st line-expunge the words " the said-recited Act," and The Amendment.

insert iii their stead the -words " An Act passed in the Fifteenth year of the reign of
ler Majesty, entitled, " An Act for the Encouragement of Communication by
Steam between certain Ports and Saint John's."

3rd liie-after " shall" insert " then," and expunge the.
word " thereupon.'.

House meets.
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flouse adjourns.

Ordered-That the said Bill, as amended, be read a third time to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Saturday next,
at half-past one o'clock, P.i.

SATURDAY, 15TH APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.Ilouse meets.

Members present. The HonourableWILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
WILLIAM THOMIAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THIOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Thursday last were read.

Steam Communication
aiepeal Bil read 3rd
and passed.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill, as amended, entitled " An Act to,
suspend for one year, and thereafter to repeal, an Act passed in the Fifteenth year
of the reign of H-er Majesty, entitled " An Act for the Encouragenent of Comnnu-
nication by Steam between certain Ports and Saint Join's," was read a third time
and passed-and

The Honourable the President signed the same.

Messaye from the fouse
of Assembly concurring
in Amedments on the
Bill above named.

Governor arrives at the
Council Chamber.

Assenbly summoned ta
attend him.

His Exceleny assents
to the Bille 'viz

The Electsic Tel"graph
Incorporation Repeal
Bill-

A Deputation from the Bouse of Assembly brought up a message concurring
in the amendments on the Bill above-naned.

At two of the clock, P.M., His Excellency the Governor having come to the
Legislative Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the Serjeant-at-
arms was ordered to direct the attendance of the Speaker and Members of the
Commons' H ouse of Assembly, in this Hlouse,-and they being come thereto, His
Excellency was pleased to assent to the Bills entitled

"An Act Io repeal an Act passed in the 15th year of Her Majesty's Reign,
entitled " An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the 14th year of Her
Majesty, entitled "An Act for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Com-



15th, 18th and 21st April, 1854.
Dis Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, •c. cyc.

missioners, and for Incorporating Electric Telegrapli Companies, and also to
provide for Incorporating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company;"
and also an Act to amend the said recited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her
Majesty's Reign"-and

" An Act to Incorporate a Company under the style and title of the New
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company."

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

and-

The Telegraph Incorpo-
ration Bull.

House adjourns.

TUESDAY, 18TH APRIL, 1854.

At two of the clock, P.M., there were House meets.

The Honourable JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary, and
"g JOSEPH NOAD.

For want of a quorum the House stood adjourned until Friday next.

Members present.

House adjourned for
want of a quorum.

FRIDAY, 2 1sT APRIL, 1$54.

The Bouse met pursuant to adjournment.

tresmt:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
" JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
JOSEPH NOAD.

"9 LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

Memberspresent.

The minutes of Saturday and Tuesday last were read

Bouse meets.
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Notices of motion by
the Hon, Attorney Go-
:eral, to bring in two
Bills-viz:-a Bill to
declare rates at which
certain Coins shait pas
c.rrent-and, a Bill ta
regulate the Currerncy.

Increase of Representa.
tires Bill-read 2nd
time-

referred to a Select
Committee.

House adjourns.

The Honourable the ATTORNEY GENERAL gives notice that on Tuesday
next lie will bring in two Bills, namely, a Bill to deciare the rates at whicih
British Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony; and a Bill to
regulate the Currency of this Colony.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled " An Act to Increase the
present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and
to regulate the Representation thereof," was read a second time-and

Ordered-That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee of three
inembers to report thereon-and

Ordered-That the Bonourable Messrs. ARcHIBALD, TiioMAs and BENNETT

be a Cominittee for that puirpose.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 25Tu APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Iptsent:

House meeti.

Members present. The Honourable
"G

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CIIARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

British Coin rates Bill-

and Currency regulation
Bill-brought in-

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to notice, the Honourable the ATTORNEY GENERAL brought in
tivo Bills, entitled as follows:

"A Bill to declare the rates in currency at which British Gold and Silver
Coins shall be a legal tender"-and

" A Bili to regulate the Currency of this Colony".-
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Which were severally read a first time-and and read lst time.

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be printed.

On motion made and seconded the House adjourned until Friday next. House adjourns.

FRIDAY, 28m1 APRIL, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
.Liouse meets.

The Hionourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
" JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary. Members present.
"c WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to declare the rates in currency British Coin rates 8I1l,
at which British Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender, was read a second read 2nd time.

time-and

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to regulate the Currency of this Currency regulation
Colony, was read a second time-and Blu, read 2nd time.

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow.

The Honourable WILLIAM TuomÂs from the Select Committee appointed to Select Committee pre.
sent their ]Report on thereport on the Bill to Increase the present number of Representatives in the Ge- Inerease of Representa-

neral Assembly of this Island, presented a Report, which was read- tive Bil.

Ordered-That the said Report be received-and

Ordered-That it be referred to a Committee of the whole House-and that
it be printed.
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The Report is as follows:-

The Select Comnimittee to whom was referred the Bill for increasing the,
number of Representatives, have examined its provisions, and find that the Bill
proposes to increase the number of Representatives to twenty-nine, of whoin ten
shall be a quorum; that with the exception of the formation of La Poile into a new
District, never before represented, and now to have one member, the original
Electoral Districts of 1832 are retained,-that of St. John's to return six mnembers,
comprising two subdivisions; and that of Conception Bay, comprising five sub-
divisions, which will now return, in all, seven members.

The proportion of Representatives to the whole amount of population according
to the last census (of 184-5) is one for every 3,327;. but this proportion is, of courseý
far from uniform, and, indeed, would be impracticable in view of the principle
which, second only to that of an increase of the number of members of the Assem-
bly, is the professed object of this Bill-namely, the securing the probable return
of certain relative numbers of Representatives of the tvo great religious denomi-
nations; that is to say, fifteen members representing the whole Protestant popu-
lation of 49,521, composed of different sects; and fourteen members representing
the whole Roman Catholic population of 46,775.

The Comnittee consider the suggestion of the Right lonourable Secretary
of State contained in his recent despatch on this subject, a wise and judiciouîs one,
namely, that " the increase should be effected, not by giving additional members
to existing constituencies, but by sub-dividing, as equally as geographical positions
wiill admit, the districts now returning members." And if, with this modification,
provision were made for the representation of minorities in districts returning more
thait one member, on a plan now likely to be adopted in the representation of
Counties in Englaud, and vhich is practised with advantage in other countries
possessing representative iustitutions, justice would be done to all parties, and the
whole constituency be fairly represented.

By this means, also, the errors and inequalities in the first division of the
Island into Electoral Districts, as well in the extent of the districts as in the num-
ber of Representatives assigned to each, and which division, it was then intended,
should be but temporary, would be removed or remedied. It could alone have
been owing to imperfect information of the extent of population, that two members
were assigned to the District of Placentia and St. Mary's, while but one was
assigned to each of the Districts of Bonavista and Twillingate and Fogo; since
(according to the last census,) the first-named District has but 6,473 inhabitants,
while the two latter have respectively 7,227 and 6,744,-an injustice which the
present Bill would confirm and perpetuate.
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Again, it is proposed by the Bill to double the nurn ber of members of the
District of St. John's; which increase, in proportion to the whole number of Repre-
sentatives, and having regard to the rule which in the United Kingdom is inva-
riably applied to the representation of large towns, is a larger proportion than is
fairly due to the District. When it is borne in mind that the Sessions- of the
Legislature are held in St. John's;-that, at present, many Outport members
reside here, and that with an increase of members there is every probability of an
equally large, if not a greater proportion of members for the Outport Districts
being residents in the capital; so large an increase of the number of Representa-
tives as tbis 13ill assigns to it, will, it is to be feared, create a preponderance of
influence in its favour injurions to the interests of the Outport Districts. Five
ont of twenty-nine would, under ail circumstances, be a more just proportion,
(six being even in excess of the existing proportion,) and, moreover, a larger pro.
portion of the whole representation, the Committee believe, than that of the Me-
tropolitan County or District of any of the British North American Provinces.
The subdivision of the Town and District into two parts will have no other in-
fluence on the returns than that ofavoiding the inconvenience of'electing so many
Representatives at once.

The Committee, however, in noticing these among other inequalities which -
are oiving, in no small degree, to the representation being adjusted to the old
Electoral Districts, recommend that no alteration be made in the principle or de-
tails of the Bill sent up from the Assembly, beyond such as ill effectuate the
object vhich the Assembly professes to have in view, namely, that of providng
for the probable return of fifteen Protestants and fourteen Roman Catholics.

The Committee will therefore confine their suggestions of alteration to two or
three Districts only. In that of Conception Bay, it is proposed by the Bill to pro-
vide for the return of four members representing the Protestant inhabitants
(16,455), and three members representing the Roman Catholic inhabitants (11,570,)
The scheme of subdivision in the Bill will, as it appears to the Committee, effeet
this object; but for the reasons which influenced the Council last year, they think
it desirable that Brigns should not be included in the first subdivision, namely,
that from the St. John's District to Cupids; but in place thereof, they recommend
the subdivision at the foot of this Report as well in respect of the first as of the
other four subdivisions. The proportion of inhabitants to each member will be
sonewhat different, but this is of little importance, as the end sought by ail parties
in reference to the general return for the District will be equally attained.

There is likewise another mode of effecting the same object (that, of allowing
F 2



28th April, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

the minority as well as the majority of the extensive District of Conception Bay
being fairly represented) which the Comniittee suggest for consideration ; namely,
to form one District from Horse Cove to Brigus exclusive, containing3,230 Roman
Catholics, and 737 Protestants, with one member; and to embrace the rest of the
District in two subdivisions, each to return three members :-the Electors in the-
two latter subdivisions being permitted, at their option, to give three votes to one
Candidate, or one vote to each of three Candidates. These subdivisions mighi
extend f rom Brigub to Harbour Grace inclusive, and from Carbonear to Bay-de-
Verd inclusive,-the former containing 9,348 Protestants, and 4,168 Catholics;
the latter, 6,328 Protestants and 4,182 Catholics.

The reasons whichon former occasions, have influenced the Council in refusing
to assent to an increase of the number of members for the District of Placentia
and St. Mary's appear to the Committee to be unanswerable; and until the two
Districts of Bonavista and Twillingate and Fogo shall first have had three members
assigned to each of them, they can see no justice in assigning three members to.
that of Placentia and St. Mary's.

It cannot fail to be perceived that while provision is made' for the full Re-.
presentation of both religious denominations in Conception Bay ; and while, at the
same time, a minority of 6,210 Protestants in the District of St. John's, embracing
the principal portion of the Commercial Body of the Island, is overlooked; the
three Districts of Ferryland, Placentia, and Burin, with an aggregate population.
of 15,201 inhabitants, have seven members apportioned to them, and the three
Districts of Trinity, Bonavista, and Fogo, with an aggregrate population of
22,942, being an excess of 7,348, have, by the Bill, only an equal number.

But fn order to carry out the intentions of the Assembly, and to preserve the
relative proportion of members to represent Protestant and. Roman Catholic
constituencies, the Committee recommend that three members be assigned to the.
District of Bonavista, and two to.the District of Placentia and St. Mary's.

In this adjustment, the Committee assume that the return from Burin, which
will now have two members, will be of one Protestant and one Roman Catholic.
Notwithstanding there is in that District a majority of Protestants, yet, in two,
contests which have taken place, a Roman Catholic member bas been returned,.
to the rejection of the Protestant candidate. But to put at rest all cause of dispute.
on this point, and to remove every objection to the fairness of the adjustment, the
Conimittee recommend that in this District, at all events, the pinciple above ad-..
verted to. be acted on, if the Council should. not think. fit to adopt it elsewhere (and
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which the Committee are not at present prepared to recommend), namely, that of
allowing the constituents to vote for one Candidate only, which will allow the
minority to be represented.

(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD.
W. THOMAS.

Connittee Roon,
A pril 27th, 1854.

PROBABLE Returns under the Bill, if amended as above suggested.

Population. Protestants. Catholics. Prot. Cath

District of St. John's ......................... 25,196 6,210 18,986 6
of Trinity .............................. 8,801 7,518 1,286 3
of Bonavista .................. 7,227 5,418 1,809 3
of Twillingate and Fogo ............ 6,744 5,616 1,128 2
of Ferry land .......................... 4,581 182 4,399 2
of Placentia and St. Mary's ......... 6,473 1,018 5,455 2
of Burin................................. 4,358 2,407 1,951 1 1
of Fortune Bay ....................... 2,920 2,557 363 1
of LaPoile .............................. 2,180 2,151 29 1
of Conception Bay ...........

Ist Subdivision-Horse Cove to Turk's
Gut, inclusive .............................. 3,997 769 3,230 1

2d ditto-Brigus to Port-de-Grave, both
inclusive ...... ........................... 5,538 4,150 1,388 1

3d ditto-Bay Roberts to H arbour Grace,
both inclusive ............................. 7,981 5,198 2,783 2

4th ditto-Carbonear and Musquito...... 5,071 2,340 2,731
5th ditto--Fresh Water to Bay-de-Verd,

nclusive. .................... 7. 5,439 3,988 1,451 1
15 

5,6161 1,18

On motion made and seconded, the, flouse adjourned, until Tuesday ncxt.. Hos adjourns..

TUESDAY, 2ND MwAy, 18,45

Tbe House met pursuant to adjournment,. lotue Meets.
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Members present. The Honourable
"I

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
JOSEPII NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
EDWARD M. ARCIIBALD, Attorney General.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House vent into Committee on the

cox°mitted. Bill to declare the rates in Currency at which British Gold and Silver Coins
shall be a legal tender;

The Honourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair

After some time the Blouse resumed.

Reported with Amend-
ments.

Increase of Representa.
tives Bill committed.

House adjourna.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments.

Ordered-That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time
to-morrow.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House ivent into Committee on the
Bill entitled " An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof;"

The Honourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair.

A fter some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

On motion it was ordered that a statement of the division of the Districts, a
proposed by the Ilonourable Mr. BENNEIT, be printed.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.
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FRIDAY, 5Ta MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.

49estnt:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Memberspresent.

"& JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
"4 EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
" WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT

"9 LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
"; THOMAS B. JOB.
"L JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to declare the rates at which British British Coin Rates Bill
read 3rd time mnd pass-

Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony, was read a third time and d.

passed-and it was

Ordered-That the Title of the said Bill be " An Act to declare the rates at
w'hich British Gold and Silver Coins shall pass current in this Colony."

Whereupon the Honourable the President signed the sane.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Commnittee on the Bill currency Regulation

to regulate the Currency of this Colony; Bil committed-

The Honourable Mr. JOB in the Chair.

After some time the Ilouse resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments, Reported.

Ordered-That the Report be received-and

Ordered-That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time to.
morrow.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. O'BRIEN, a Petition from Messrs. Brookiner Petition of Messrs.
& Co., praying for a reduction of the Light Dues on large Steam Vessels enterinr tien o the Light Dues
the Port of St. John's, &c., was read-and on large steamers read.
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House adjourna.

Oidered to lie on the Table.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 8TH MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.House meets.

lembers present.

Currency Bil read 3rd
time and pasaed.

Increase of Representa.
tives Bill committed.

Rouse adjourns.

Tie Honourable WILLIAM ROBI\SON, Commandant.
" EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General,
" JAMES CBOWDY, Colonial Secretary.
"I JOSEPH NOAD.
" CIIARLES F. BENNETT
"c LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
"c THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to regulate the Currency of this
Colony was read a third time and passed-and it was

Ordered-That the Title of the said Bill be " An Act to regulate the Cur-
rency of this Colony.'

Whereupon the Honourable the President signed the same.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bouse went into Committee on the
Bill entitled "A n Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof;"

The Honourable Mr NOAD in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

On niotion made and seconded the House adjourned until to-morrow.
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TUESDAY, 9T11 MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets.

artsmt:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant. Members present.

" EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
" .AMJAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
" CHARLES F. BENNETT.
" JOSEPH NOAD.

THOMAS B. JOB.
WILLIAM THOMAS.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the rncrease of Representa.

Bill entitled " An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the tives Bill committed.

General Asserubly of this Island, and to regulate the Represeutation thereof;"

The lionourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair.

After some timne the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow. House adjourna.

FRIDAY, 12 Ta MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

îptesent:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
" EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
"e JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
et WILLIAM THOMAS.

JOSEPH NOAD.
« CHARLES F. BENNETT.
"i LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
"1 THOMAS B. JOB.

Beuse meete.

Members present.
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The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

IDereene of Represerta. Pursuant to the order of the day, the Ilouse ivent into Conimmittee on the
tives Bill coinmited. Bill entitled " An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the

General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof;"

The Honourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair.

After some time the Bouse resumed.

Reportd-with The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments.

Ordered-That the Report be received and adopted.

The anendiments are as follow:

AIendment. ln the Ist section of the B3ill, 2nd page--Expunge the last two words of the
7th fine, and the whole of the Sth line, and insert in their stead as follow:-" cou-
sist of, and include ail, that part of the said Island w'hich, bounded by the shore,
is situate and lving between the North Head of Catafina, exclusive, and Cape
Freels, inclusive, and the several Islands in Bonavista Bay."

- 9th line-expange the word "Two" in tiis ine,
and insert the word " Three" in ils stead.

10th line-expunge the last two words of this
line to the word "Trinity," inclusive, ln the 1ltlh line, and insert in place thereof
as follov:-" Consist of and include all that part of the said Island which, bound-
ed as aforesaid, is situate and lying between Cape Verde Hlead, exclusive, and the
North Head of Catalina, inclusive."

18th line-expunge the word " Cupids," and in-
sert " Turk's Gut" in ils stead; and in the 20th line, expunge the word "Cupids,"
and insert in its stead "Turk's Gut, exclusive;" and expunge the words "Bay
Roberts," and insert " Port-de-Grave" in their stead.

3rd pagc, 2nd line-expunge the words "Spaniard's Bay,
nelusive," and insert in their stead " Port-de-Grave, exclusive."

lth line-insert after the word "from" in this
Une, the words " Petty Liarbour, inclusive, to."

12th Iine-insert after the vord "Road," the
vords " and thence;" and expunge the word " both," after the word "Cove."
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In the 1st section, 4th page, 12th line-expunge the vord "Tlhree," and in-
sert the word " Two" iii its stead.

At the end of the 1st section-insert the following proviso:-" Provided that
in the District of Burin every elector shall be at liberty to give, at his option, two
votes for one candidate; or oñie vote for each of tvo candidates."

lîîsert as the 4th section as follows:-" That everv candidate for election as
a Mlember of the General Assembly of this Island shall, on or before the day of
nomination, and before he shall be put in nomination, deposit, or cause to be de-
posited, with the Returning Officer of the District for the representation of whiclh
lie shall be a candidate, such sui, not exceeding Five Pounds sterling, as shall be
prescribed by the Governor in any such Proclamation as aforesaid, as a fee to be
paid to the Returnirig Officer. And in case there shall be a contest, there shall
likewise be paid to the Returning Officer by the candidates, in just proportions,
according to the number of polling places in which each candidate is interested,
the followinîg sums, tlat is to say-not exceeding Thirty Shillings foi every booth
and pollinîg rooni necessary to be provided at the several places to be appointed
for that purpose, except where there shall be a Public Building which can be had
without charge; Forty Shillings for every Deputy Returning Officer, and Twenty
Shillings for every Poil Clerk, to include their travelling, and all other fees: And
likewise, in just proportions, the incidental expenses (if any) otherwise necessarily
incurred in and about such election, which proportion of fees and expenses shall be
paid or tendered to the Returning Officer by or on behalf of every such candidate
before the hiour of adjournment of his Court on the day of nomination of candidates.
And the name of any candidate who shall not have so paid or tendered his propor-
tion of such fees and expenses before the hour of adjourniment of the Returning
Officer's Court, on the day of nomination, shall not be entered on the Returning
Officer's Poli Book, nor shall he be returned as a member at sucht electionà."

The 4th section of the Bill to be the 5th section.

Ordered-That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed, and read a third time
on Monday next.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next. House djore

MONDAY, 15TU MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant toadjourament. How metts.

o 2
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Membe:s present. The Honourable
"C

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM TH OMAS.
JOSEPI NOAD.
CI ARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

petitions in favour of
the Newf 'dand School
Socety read.

Increase of Representa.
ies B3ill read 3rd time

and passed.

House adjourns.

The minutes of Friday last vere read.

On motion, petitions from the inhabitants of Greenspond, Spaniard's Bay,
Barbour Grace, Portugal Cove, Bay Roberts, Brigus, Petty Harbour, Bonavista,
Island Cove, English H arbour and Ship Cove, Trinity, and Heart's Content, for
the usual grant in aid of the Nevfoundlaid School Society, were read-anld

Ordered-To lie on the table.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill, as amended, entitled " An Act to
Increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this
Island, and to regulate the representation thereof," was read a third time and
passed-and

The Hionourable the President signed the same.

0n motion made and seconded, the Bouse adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 19miL MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

nstuet:

Members present. The Honourable

'c
"

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
WILLIAM TIHOMAS.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.

louse meets.
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The minutes of Monday last were read,

The Honourable Mr. bENNETT enters the following Protest against parts of 'Protest of the Hon.Mr.

the Bill which passed the Council on the 15ti instavt, for the increase of the arts of the Incre:eof

niumbers of the Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, for the O r"P""&i"m Bil.

following reasons:-

Dissentient:

1st. Because the Bill does not (as lie believes is desired by the people at
large) adopt the principle of sul-division of Districts suggested by His Grace the
Duke of Newcastle, in his Despatch to lis Excellency the Governor of the 21st
February, 1854: neither does it embrace the suggestion made by Ir. Peel, the
Under Secretary of State, to the Delegates of the Assembly, tiat each voter should
be entitled to one vote only.

2nd. Because, by the sub-division of St. John's, as adopted by the Bill, there
will be no change in the present returus for that District, leaving the large mer-
cantile interest of the Capital, as well as its 6,210 Protestant Electors, wholly
unrepresented by a person of their choice; and further, because the western
section of the District of Placentia and St. Mary's, which bas been hitherto almost
wholly excluded froni any participation in the public monies granted by the
J.egislature for the inaking and repairing of Roads, and neglected in its education-
ai and local wants, is almost practically vithout its own representative; and its
interests generally rendered subservient, and grossly sacrificed to the sole benefit
of the easterni section of the District.

3rd. Because, iii giving to the inhabitants of Burin (who have tvo members)
one vote onily for each voter, whilst the Bill rejects this principle in other districts
where such a provision is equally desirable, and more justly necessary, as also in
dividing the District of Conception Bay, and transferring the settlement of Bird
Island from Trinity District to the District of Bonavista, whilst it is refused to
allow the division of the much larger District of Placentia and St. Marv's, where
from the diversity of interests sucli division is absolutely required, a very great
inconsistency as vell as gross injustice ivill be enacted.

4thi. Because, by adopting the following division of Districts proposed by me,
based upon the principles laid down in the Despatch of His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle, and upon the suggestions of Mr. Peel before alluded to, a perfectly fair
and just return of members would be made to represent every locality of the Island
as well as the sectarian interests of its two great Clristian denominations, thus
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avoiding the evils above complained of, and Icaving no single District of the Island
uncared for or unrepresented.

St. John's.. ................
Conception Bay--lorse Cove to

Turk's Gut, inclusive............
Turk's Gut to Harbour Grace, iii-

clusive .............................
Harbour Grace to Bay Verde in-

clusive .................
Tr'iniity ...........................
Bonavista..................
Twilliiigate and Fogo...............
Ferrvland..................
St. M ary's................................
Placentia Bay............................
B urin.......................................
Fortiiiie Bay and LaPoile..............

ToTAL Ix. DVIloNS. UNREPRESENTED. Mm.
jHABIT'NTS Catholic. 1Protest'nt Catriolic. Prsotest'nt C. y.

25196

3997

13519

10510
8801
7227
6744
4370
3200
3273
4358
5100

18986

3230

4168

4182
1283
1809
1128
4201
3146
2300
1951
392

6210

767

9351

6328
7518
5418
5616

169
54

964
2407
4708

1018
1283
1809
1128

392

2413

767

1015

Total 96295 46785 49510( 56301 5838 14 15
Based upon the principle suggested to the Delegates by Mr. Peel-one Vote for

eacli Voter only.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Tuesday next.

TUESDAY, 23an MAY, 1854.

The House met parsuant to adjournment.

MIembera present. The Honourable
"'

"'

"

"'

"'

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

The minutes of Friday last were read.

DisI RICTS.

House adjourne.

Boul. meets.

.- l
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Ris Excellency KiER BAILLIE IIAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, 4-c. 4c.

The Honourable Mr. CROwDY lays before the House, by direction of the
Goveriior, the following documents, viz.:-

.A Statement of the affairs of the St. John's Water Company to the 30th
.April, 1853-and

A Statement of the affairs of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company
to lhe 9thà May, 1854.

On motion of the Honourable Mr. GRIEVE, memorials from the inhabitants
oif Port-de-Grave, Bareneed, and Salmon Cove, in favour of the Newfoundland,
School Society, were read-and

Ordered-To lie on the Table.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up the following message:

Mr. Presidet,-

The House of Assembly acquaint ler Majesty's Council that they have
passed the amendments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent up from
the Assembly, entitled "An Act to Increase the presentnumherof Representatives
in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the representation thereof,"
with some amendnents.

The Assembly have also amended the original Bill by expunging the vords
"Twenty Nine" in the fourth line of the first section, and inserting " Thirty" in
lieu thereof, to whicli they request the concurrence of the Council.

(Signed)

Documents laid before
the House bycommand
of thé Governor.

Petitions in feaour of
th' Newfd' nd School
Society read.

Message from House of
Assembly -of having
passed the amendmenta
of the Council on the
Representation Bill,
with amendments.

J. KENT,

Speaker.

The amendments made by the House of Assembly on the Council's amend.
nents on the said Bill were then read, and are as follow:

Expunge the amendment in the 1st section of the Bill, 2nd page, in the 7th
line and 8th line; and also from the word " consist" to the word " Bay," at the end
of the 7th line of the anendment.

Expunge the amendment in the 1st section, 2nd page, 10th line; and also
from the word " consist" to " inclusive," in the 7th line of this amendment.

Expunge the word "Two" in the amendment, in the Ist section, 4th page
12th line, and insert " Three" in lieu thercof.

Assembi'asmendmente
on Council's amend-
mentsonRepresentation
Bill.
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Expunge the proviso at the end of the Ist section.

Expunge the amendment on the 4th section, and insert in lieu thereof as
follows:-" The Returning Officer from each District shall be entitled to receive
from the Colonial Treasury Thirty Shillings for every member returned upon the
return of the writ for such District.

"Wliere there is no contest he shall be entitled to Ten Shillings from every
candidate for such District; and where there shall be a contest, and poli demand.
ed, Twenty Shillings from every candidate instead of Ten Shillings: And further,
wliere thiere shall be a contest there shall be paid to the Returning Officer of each dis.
trict by the candidates for such district, in just proportions, according to the number
of the polling places in which each candidate is interested, the following sums:-
Twenty Shillings for providing a booth or polling place for each district,or division of
district, except where the polling place' shall be a public building that can be Lad
without charge; Twenty Shillings for every presiding officer, and Ten Shillings for
every poll-clerk, to include their travelling fées; and the fees shall be paid to the Re-
turning Officer for each district on the day of nomination for candidates for such
district; and the name of no candidate shall be entered on the Returning Officer's
poll-book, or returned to presiding officers, wlio shall not have paid or tendered
the full amount due from him under this section, before the expiration of the time
named for the nomination of candidates. Provided always that the amount to be
paid by any candidate shall not exceed the sum of Ten Pounds."

Committed. The House went into Committee on the foregoing amendments;

The Honourable Mr. NOAD in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morroiv.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

House adjouins. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Friday next.

FRIDAY, 26Tu MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.House meet&.



26th May, 1854.
Bis Excellency KER BAILLIE ]HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, 4,c. §•c.

The IHonourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Conmandant.
" JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

M.embers present.

'hie minutes of Tuesday last were read.

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concur- Revenue Bill h-ought

rence of this House, entitled " An Act to continue and amend the Act for granting up, and read lit time.

to Her Ma 'jesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported into
this Colony and its Dependencies"-which w'as read a first time, and

Ordered-To be read asecond time to-morrow.

The Hoiourable ir. CaOWDY gives notice that to-morrow he will move that
the 27th rule of the House be suspended with reference to the above-named Bill.

·Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Committee on the
amenîdments of the House of Assembly on the Council's amendments on the
Bill entitled " An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof ;"

The Honourable Mr. NoAD in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

Notice nr motinn fo su.-
Pnd 3th rule uf the
1 fuse.

Assembl'samendmpnt,
on Cnuncis amend-
n-"ntqunnRepresentati
TiiI-committed.

The Chairman reported that the Committee had made some amendments Onl Conference on Repre.
those of the House of Assembly, and that they recommend that a conference be had 'e"tation BU! recom-
%i ith the Assembly on the subject thereof,

'Ordered-That the Report be received.

Orderedý-That the Honourable Messrs. ARcIiBALD and CROWDY be a
Seléct Committee to prepare Instructiéns to the confereeb.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow at noon. Hoise adaourna.
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SATURDAY, 27th MAY, 1854,

inouse meets. The flouse met pursuant to adjournment.

Members present. .'jie JIonourable

"

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
THOMAS B. JOB.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

Revenue Bum read 2nad
time.

371h rule of the Ilouse
suspended.

Reyenue Billconmitted

-reported-

read third time and
passed.

Govçernnr arriveq nt the
Cotincil Chanmber.

Asmbly sumnmotied to
attenid him.

His Excellency assents
to the Evenue Bill.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day the Bill entitled " An Act to continué,and
amend the Act for granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and
Mercliaudize imported into thuis Colony and its Dependencies," was read a second
time.

Pursuant to notice, the 1Honourable Mr. Cnow*ny moved that the
37th rule of the louse be suspended, with reference to the Bill above named
-and

Ordered accordingiy.

Wliereupon the House weut into Committee thereon;

The Honourable MIr. CRowDY in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

The said Bill was then read a third time;and passed-and,

The Honourable the President signed the same.

At half-past. two of the dock, P.M., Bis Excellency the Governor, having
come to the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the Serjeant-at-
Armis was ordered to direct the attendance of the Speaker and Members of the
Commons flouse of Assembly,.and they being come thereto, His Excellency. was
pleased to assent to the Bill entitled " An Act to continue and amend the Act for



27th and 29th 3ay, 1854.
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granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares and Merchandize im.,
ported into this Colony and its Dependencies."

Then the louse of Assembly retired, and His Excellency withdrew.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next. House adjouras.

MONDAY, 29T MAY, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

vretnt:

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
"c EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
"9 JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
" JOSEPH NOAD.

CHARLES F. BENNETT
TIIOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

A deputation from the •House of Assembly brought up a message agreeing
to the Conference requested on the Bill to Increase the present number of Repre-
sentatives in the General Assembly.

The Honourable Mr. ARCUIlALD, from the Select Committee appointed to
prepare instructions to the conferees on the Increase of Representative Bill, pre-
sented a report thereof, which was read and adopted, and is as follows:-

"Her Majesty's Couneil have requested this conférence with the House of
Assembly for the purpose of acquainting the Assembly thatthey cannbtconcur in
certain of the amendments made by that House upon amendments made by Her
Majesty's Couneil in and upon the Bill entitled " An Act to Increase the present
number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate
the Representation thereof," for the following reasons:-

. st. In the amendments made by Her Majesty's Council on the Bil! sent to
themï froin the House of Assembly, the- Council·iad prominently in-view the princi-
ple recognized as well by the Assembly as by themselves, ofso arranging the details
-ot the measure as to secure to the two great religio.us bodies a fair proportion in the

a 2

House meets.

Members present.

Me.s.e from House of
Assembly agreeing tea
conference on Repre-
sentation Bill.

Report of Select Com-.
mutee of Instructions to
corlféreeq on Represen-
tation Bul-cru d and
ado.ted.

The Instructions.
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representation, in accordance with their respective numbers; that is, 15 Protestants
and 14 Roman Catholics. In the opinion of the Council this arrangement would not
have been effected by the Bill as sent from the Assembly, but it was insured by
the amendments made by the Council, which took one member fron the district
of Placentia and St. Mary's, and gave one to Bonavista (which latter district pos-.
sesses a population of between 700 and 800 more than the former), and so regula-
ted the mode of voting in the Burin district as to secure the return, of one Roman
Catholic, and that such result would follow as contemplated by the. Council is.
fuily shewn by the annexed tabular statement. It is evidently assumed by the Bill
of the Assemblv that Burin would return t wo Protestants, but altbough this dis..
trict has a Protestant majority, the experience of two contested elections in which
a Roman Catholic bas succeeded aganst a Protestant, is evidence that the Roman,
Catholics can always return one member. To remove, however,.alt u»eertainty in
this particular, the Coutncil adopted the plan of allowing each voter to give a sin..
gle vote to two candidates,. or two votes to one candidate, which, extending as it
does the privileges of the voters in that district, ensures the retuto of one Roman,
Catholic inember..

It may be said that this.arrangement is novel, but il must be reinembered that.
from peculiar circumstances legislation on the subject of increased.Representation,
in this Colony must of necessity involve anomalies. Thus for instance-in the.
district of Conception Bay, in order to preserve the. equal, representation of the
different religious sections, two. representatives are given to. a population of lëss.
than 4,000, consisting principally of Roman Catholies; whilst a Protestant section.
of the same district, con.taining upwards of 5,400 inhabitants, is. to be represented
by one member only: and in the district of St.. John's more than 6,000 Protestants
vill be altogether unrepresented by a member of their own creed.. Should, how-.

ever, the House of Assembly deem the division of the Burin district a preferable
method ofaccomplishing the contem.plated object, th.e Cencil w.ould offer no ob-.
jction to such a proceeding..

2nd. The proximity of Bird Island Cove to Bonavista, from. which. it is. dis-
tant about four miles, whilst from Catalina, the nearest settlement of Trinitv Bay,
it is eleven miles, makes it obvious that it should belong to the Bonavista.
district; and inconvenence has frequently occurred from this not being the case.
The alteration can. in no. degree affect the character of the. electoral retur.ns, as,
the districts of Trinity and Bonavista are both essentially Protestant.

3rd. In deference to the opinions of the Assembly, the Council have consented:
o the amen4m.ent of that. House which limits the expenses Io. be incurred. by can-.
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didates at elections, although they fear the amount so limited may be found insuf-

ficient to procure the services of respectable persons to discharge the responsible

duties of Returning Oflicers and Poll Clerks.

Her Majesty's Council, in their proceedings in this measure, have been influ-.

enced by an earnest and anxious desire to do full justice to all classes of the people;

and tliey hesitate not to express their conviction that any material departure from

the principle on vhicli they have foun.ded their amendments, would tend to the,

withliolding of their just rights from one or other of these classes.

Tabular Statement before referred to..

DISTRICTS.

D istrict of St. John's .....................................
" Triniity ............................

Bonavista ....................................
Twillingate and Fogo ........ ......
Ferryland........ .............
Placentia and St. Mary's .............
B urin ...........................................
Fortune Bay,.................
LaPoile................................ .
Conception Bay: Ist subdivision-

Horse Cove to Turk's.Gut, inclusive............
2nd sibdivision...-Brigus to Port.de-Grave, both
I inclusive...............................-.......

3rd subdivision-,Bay Roberts to Harbour Grace,
both inclusive ....................................

4th subdivision-Carbonearaed Musquito.......
5ith subdivision-Fresh Water to. Bay de Verde,

t inclusive.................................. ........... .

(Signed.)

Pop'lation Protest'nt Catbolic. P. C.

25196
8801
7227
6744
4581
6473
4358
2920
2180

3997

5538

7981
50711

5439

6210
7518
5418
5616

182
1018
2407
2557
2151

769

4150

51981
2340

3988

18986
1286
1809
1-128
4399
5455
1951
363
29

3230

1388

2783
2731

1451

1

2

1 1

15 14

WILlIAM ROBINSON,
President.

On motion, it was-.

Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs.. ARC918.rLD and Ca.owox be, the. Conteres appointed-.

Conferees.on the part of this House.

The Conferees went to the Conference, and having returned, the-Honourable who report having deli-

Mr. AnCHIBALD reported that they had met the managers. on the part of the "a dtheirIstructions..

,Assembly, and delivered ta therm their instructions.
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Lnan Bill binught up
and read Ist time.

A Deputation from the Bouse of Assembly brought up a Bill for the concui-
rence of tiis House, entitled " An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the
general purposes of the Colony"-whieh was read a first tine-and

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow.

Asenibly's Amend-

uiatîioz WIIread ard
n sit and spatsd.

liuse adjoutflB.

On motion, the last amendment of -the House of Assembly on the
Council's amendments on the Bill to Increase the numbers of the Répresen-
tatives in the General Assembly of this Island, was read a third time and
passed.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 30Tu M AY, 1854..

The House met pursuant to adjournment.noUsýe mre@ts.

Membera present.

Loan Bil read 2nd
time.

House adjouras

The Honourable WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant,
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD; A ttorney General:

" JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
"4 CHARLES F. BENNETT.
"G THOMAS B. JOB.
" JOSEPH NOAD.

The minutes of yesterday were read..

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled "An Act to raise by Loan
a Sum of Money for the general purposes of the Colony," vas read a second time-
-and

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjournied until Thursday next.

THURSDAY, 1sT JUNE 1854.

,eThe House met pursuant to adjournment.nouse.me.
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prnstnt:

7Ie Ilonourable
"

"'

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JANIES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary..
THOMAS B. JOB.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.

The minutes of Tuesday last were read.

Pursuiant to the order of the day, the House went into committee on the Bill Loin Bill cmmitt.-

entitled " An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the general pirpo!s* of
the Colony ;"

The Ilonourable Mr, Jou in the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

Ordered that the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow.

-reported.

A Deputation from the Bouse of Assembly brought up a message requesting
a conference with Ber Majesty's Couincil on the subject of the last conference.

Ordered-That the request be concurred in.

Ordered-That the Ilonourable Messrs. CRowDy and'NoAD be the confe.
rees on the part of this House.

The conferees ivent to the conference, and having returned, reported that'
they had met the conferees on the part of the Assembly, and received from) them
their Instructions.

M.u3g.rnmthe iI[C.i,

a cul.trierice.-

Concurred in.

Conferees appointed.

nepnrt of Conrerets.

The-Instructions weïe*then read·andare asfollows:

The House of Assembly bave requested this conference with Her Majesty's
Coincil on the-subject of the-last'conférence, for the purpoàe of acquainting Her
Majesty's Council that they cannot recedé fromi the ame ndments made by them
upon- amendments made i by Her Majesty's Cotincil in and upon the Bill entitled'
" An Act'to increase.-the' present number ôf'Répesentàtives ina tbGeieral'Assemn.
bly of-this Island; and to*regulite -the reireseiitatidan thereof," for' thefollowiig;
rtasons:

A-%Pembly'S Insatnctions
to their conferees on the
Lepresentation Bit.

.embers pre.ent.
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lst. In the amendments made by the House of Assembly on the amendments
sent to them from ler Ma.jesty's Council, the Assembly had prominently in view
the following considerations, which influenced them in forming their Bill origia
nally, viz.-first, the maintenance of the present relative adjustment of districts,

as far as practicable, submitting in a spirit of concession to a subdivision of the only
two districts the Council have heretofore particularly sought to subdivide, against
their conviction of the necessity or the public policy for such a course; especially
when it is borne in mind that under the present electoral divisions of this Island,
establislied upon the granting of a Representative form of Government to this
Colony, and tested for a period of twenty years, at five general elections, the re-
turn to the Assembly have been a fair representation of the various interests and
opinions of the people of this Colony, and do notjustify the objections to them even
in a denominational view, as there have been 39 Protestant members and 36 Ca-
tholics returned during that time: and although there are six of the existing nine
electoral districts of this Colony capable of returning three-fifths of the
muembers of the Assembly of the Protestant persuasion, as shewn by Table No.
1, annexed, yet they have not done so, nor have the Catholic districts acted in a
less liberal spirit in the return of liberal and independent Protestants who gained
the public confidence by their liberal and enlightened views, integrity ofcharacter,
and a regard for the substantial interests of the people, irrespectiv'e of sectarian
distinctions. Secondly,-That the great body of the people who constitute the
liberal and progressive party in this Colony, and who are comparatively free of
mercantile and official control, should have their due share of representation,
vhile those districts which are subject to such control should not have an undue

proportion of members. And thirdly,-As the Council have heretofore refused to
duplicate the present number of members on the basis of the non-division of the
present electoral districts, on alleged sectarian grounds, not distinct, as the Assem-
bly assumes, from mercantile and official interests, the Assembly were therefore
solicitous to meet this view, and accordingly arranged their amendments so that
the two principal denominations should have the power, if they wished to exercise
it, of securing the return of members according to the relative numbers of these
denominations.

The Council assumed, for the purpose of sustaining their amendments last
Session, that as the two principal denominations vere so equal in numbers, there
being in the year 184.5, 49,523 Protestant inhabitants, and 46,983 Catholics in this
Island, the returns under their amendments made by them on the Bill of the
A ssembly, and their forming the subject of a Conference, would be 13 Protestant
and 13 Catholics miembers, a result which would be fairthough it would not have
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taken place, the Assembly conceive, under those amendments. There being no
State Church to be supported by this Colony, and no special reason therefore why
the electors of any denomination should seek to uphold any undue sectarian
ascendancy in the Government of this Colony, it is unreasonable to suppose that
either the Protestant or the Catholic Districts will be exclusively influenced by
denominational considerations in the retura of their members, apart fron the
unfair distribution of patronage and places of honour by the Government. The
only public question on which a sectarian difference has arisen here is that of
Education, and this difference existed, not between Protestants and Catholics, but
between a portion of the members of the Church of England and the Dissenters
of the Colony; the former contending for the exclusive control of their share,
according to numerical proportion, of the Protestant Education grant, and the
latter for a non-division of it.

The Assembly therefore appropriated the members to the fifteen districts
mentioned in their Bill with a due regaid to ail these considerations, without
undertaking to guarantee a relative return of 15 and 14 upon denominational

grounds; their Bill certainly gave the power to effect that result, though they are
confident the proportion of Protestants that would be returned under it, would be
much more than 15, judging from the experience of the past. On reference to
Table No. 2, hereto annexed, it will be seen that the distribution of members
under their Bill was made with a due regard to the denominational. Among the
other important considerations already referred to, the Council assume that the
District of Burin would not return two Protestants, and therefore adopted a
moral principle of representing the Catholic minority in that district. The
Protestant majority in the district of Burin is 456 inhabitants: three Protestant
gentlemen have been returned to the Assembly for that district, and only one
Catholic member has sat in the Assembly for it, he being a resident in the district
for more than forty years; and although supported by local friends, Catholic and
Protestant, he was defeated in a contest, by a Protestant merchant, who represent-
ed the district in the late House. It is therefore unjust to regard his return as a
sufficient reason to justify the adoption of this untried principle of representing
minorities in this single district. Besides, while there is a less Catholic majority

(only 390) in the district of Carbonear, on which the return of a Catholic may be
said to rest, if viewed in a sectarian light, and while the number of inhabitants in
that district is 5071, to return only one member, the district of Burin, with a po.
pulation of 4358, has two members, with the majority of 450, and the same strong

mercantile influences existing there which succeeded before. One member was
then taken from the liberal and Catholic district of Placentia and St. Mary's, and
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one added to the Protestant district of Bonavista, which is much more under mer-
cantile influence. Now, the district of St. Mary's and Placentia is more extensive
than that of Bonavista, the difference in their respective population is only 754
inhabitants. In 1850 the present Acting Solicitor General, in an anendment on
the Representation Bill, then before the Assembly, proposed to give the district of
St. Mary's and Placentia 4 members, and Bonavista only 2. There does not,
therefore, appear to be any reason why the latter district should should now occu-

py a better position in the proposed arrangement than the former. Nor did the
Assembly conceive that any circumstances exist to justify the giving of a third
member to Bonavista; but they consented to it for the purpose of effecting a com-
promise with the Council-not from a sense of justice: they deemed it more expe-
dient for the general good to adopt that course, than to sanction any further sub-
division of districts, or permit the introduction of the novel principle intended by
the Council to be applied in Burin. The distribution of members under the
amendments made by the Assembly differs in sone important particulars from
that under the original Bill, as appears by the Table No. 3, hereto annexed.

The proposition to annex a part of the district of Trinity, under decided mer-
cantile influence, to a part of Bonavista, an essentially conservative district, but
not so thoroughly subject to that influence as Trinity district; and the alternative
suggested by lier Majesty's Council of subdividing Burin, which cannot be equally
or fairly divided without producing Protestant majorities in both subdivisions, and
would involve not only the question of a general subdivision of all the Electgral
districts, but would give an undue preponderance to mercantile influence in those
two districts and in the aggregate returns.

Under these circumstances, rather than submit to the amendments of Ber
Majesty's Council, the Assembly «would prefer the measure proposed in the
Assembly by the present Acting Solicitor General in 1850, an abstract of which
is annexed in the Table No. 4. However unfair its application would be felt in
sone cases, or objectionable on the score of the subdivision of certain districts,
the only qualification they would annex to the subdivision of the districts not
already agreed to be divided, is that two-fifths of the registered voters shall first
approve thereof by requisition to the Governor.

The House of Assembly, in their proceedings on this measure, have been
influenced by an earnest and sincere desire to do unqualified justice to all classes
of Der Majesty's subjects in this Colony; and they hesitate not -to express their
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conviction that any material departure from the principle on which they have
founded their amendments, would tend to the withlolding of their just rights
fromi one or other of these classes.

(Signed) J. KENT,
Speaker.

HoUsE OF AsSEMBLY,
30th May, 1854.

T A, B L E No. 1.

ABSTIRACT of Census of 1845.

Districts.

Conception Bay.........................
T rinity Bay..............................
Bonavista Bay .......................
Fogo .........................
B urin ................................. ......
Fortune Bay (including Burgeo and

La Poile, net represented) .....
St. Johu's........................ .........
Ferry land ........................ .........
Placentia and St. Mary's.......

Pratestants.

16,46
7,518
5,418
5,616
2,407

4,703
6,211

169
1,018

Catholics.

11,580-
1,283 'Which return 9
1,809 members to the
1,128 Assembly.
1,9I51

392-
18,985 Which return 6
4,412 memnbers to. the
5,455. Assembly..

T A B L E. No. 2.

Distribution of Members.according to the Cen-
sus of 1845.

St. John's is divided into 2 districts by a line
running North from Beck's Cove to Br.oal
Cave................................

rrinity District.......................
Bonavista District.....................
Fortune Bay District .... ..... ...
LaPoile District.. ....................
Ferryland District. ....................
Burin District.. ......................
Placentia and St. Mary's District..........
Conception Bay is divided into 5 districts, to

return 7 nenbers, for a population of 28,026,
averaging one for every 4000. viz.-
Horse Cove to Cupids, inclusive. . . .. .. ....
Port-de-Grave to Bay Roberts, inclusive. . . .
Spaniards Bay to Harbour Grace, inclusive
Carbonear to Musquito, inclusive.. ... ... . . .
Fresh Water to Bay de Verde, inclusive.. .

Twillingate and Fogo, inclusive.. ... . . .. . . .

Popula'n P(At. Cath.
Memhers. iProportion for
Prot.j cath. 'ach member.

I.~ - - 1 _______ _______

25,196
8801
7227
2920
2180
4581
4358
6470

6210, 1ß,986
7518| 1283
5418 1809
2557 363
2151 29

182 4399
2407 1951
1018 54à5

6722 2614
4612 806
6182 3698
5071 *340
5439 2988
6744 5616

96,506 49,523

4108
806 1

2484 2
2731
1451 1
1128 2

46,983 15

4199
2933
3613
2920
2180
2290
2179
21W

3361
4612
3091
5571
5439
3872

2

14

NaTL-Ths Council stated
lest session, in their confe.
ronce, that 13 Protestant
members and 13 Catholics
would result from their
amendments in the Repie-
sntation Bill of that ses-
sion ;--the Bill of tbis ses.
sion gives the power of re-
turning 15 and 14, while
the Assembly do not recog.
nize the necessity or justice
of obliging the districts to
efftct that result. It is
more than pro-;able the
number of Prote-tants re-
turned would be much lar.
ger inder this Bill tian 13,
As Catholic districts would
doubtless continue to re-
turn independent Protest.
ants, as they have hitherto
donc.
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T A B L E No. 3.

Distribution of Members according to the Cen-
sus of 1845.

St. Job n's is divided into 2 Districts by a linc
running North fron Beck's Cove to Broad
Cove ..............................

Trinity District.......................
Bonavista District.....................
Fortune Bay District..................
La Poile District......................
Ferrvland District....................
Burin District........................
Placentia and St. Mary's District.........
Conception Bay is divided into 5 Districts, to

return 7 Members for a population of 28,026,
averaging 1 for every 4,000, viz.-
Horse Cove to Turks Gut.............
Turks Gut to Port de Grave, inclusive
Port de Grave to Harbour Grace, inclusive
Carbonear to Musquito, inclusive .... .. .. .
Fresh Water to Bay de Verde, inclusive. . ..

Twillingate and Fogo, inclusive . ....... ...

Popul'n Prot.

25,199 6210
8801 7518
7227 5418
£920 2557
2180 2151
4581 182
4358 2407
6471 1018

3997 767
5538 4150
7981 5198
5071 2340
5439 3988
6744 5616

96,506 49,623

Cath.

18,986
1286
1809
361
29

4399
1951
545à

Member'. Proportion for
Prot. ICath. each Member.

3230
138, S
2783 2
2731
1451 1
1128 2

46,983 16

4199
2933

2920
2180
2290
2179
215:7

1998.
5588
8990
5071
5439
3372

The relst.ive number
of these three dimtricts
as altered by the Coun-
cilstand as here stated
the populationvas mort
equally divided in tha
Bill an sent up by tb.
Assembly.

S C H E ) U L E No. 4.

hie Solicitor General's amendments provide for 31 members, the Island to.
be divided into 17 districts, to be called and represented as follows:-

The District

&C

Cc

c '

C'

CL

&4

4 &

L4

of St. John's East ............................................. 3 member..
St. JoIn's West ........................................... 3
B rigus ......................................................... 2
Port-de-Grave ............................................. 2
Harbour Grace..............................2
C arbonear ..................................................... 2
Trinity South .............................................. 1
Trinity North ................................................ 1
Bonavista South ........................................... 1
Bonavista North ............................................. 1
T w illingate...................................................1
F og o ............................................................ 1

F erryland ....................... .............................. 1
BayBulls..................................1
Placentia West...............................2
Placentia and St. Mary's ...................... 2
Burin.... .................................................... 2
Fortune Bay ............................................... 2
Burgeo................................ 1
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On motion made and seconded the House adjourned unti, to-morrow, House adjourns.

FRIDAY, 2N» JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuaRt to adjournment.

Vrtscnt :

The Honourable
"l

WILLIAM ROBINSON. Commaandant.
EDWARD M. A tCH IBALD, Attorney Genera4
JA MES CROi'DY, Colonial iecretary,
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. UENNET;
TIIOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes ofyesterday were read.

Pursuant to the order of the day the 13ill entitled '4 An Act to raise by Loan. LOIn EUM read 3rd
time and psseJ.a Sum of Money for the genera) purposes of the Colony" was read a third time

and passed-and

The Hlonourable the President signed the same.

On motion the House went into Comaîittee of the whole on the Instruction. A"'mbly'aInaUutUans
eni Iepresentaiion rdi

of the House of Assembly to their Conferees on the Bilt to Increase the oumber commitd.
of the members of·the General Assembly of this Colony.

The Honourable MIr. BENNETT in theChair.

A fter sone time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported that it is the opinion of the Conmittee that a further.
Conference be had with the House of Assembly on. the suject of the last Con-.
ference on the amendments on the " Increase of Represen.ta.tives Bill."

Ordered-Tbat the Report be received.

Ordered that the Honourable Messrs. ARCHIB3A.LD and BENNETT be a Com-
mittee to draft instructions to the Conferees.

'he Honourable Mr. BENNETT give& notice that to-morrow he will move an
Address to the Governor calling His Excellency's attention to the necessity of
providing means for giving prompt alarm in cases of Fire in this Town, and for
arresting the progress of Fires.

Chairman report# tbat
a furtber conference
e.ould be bad wfth the
Assembly.

Select Committee ap-
pointed todralt Instruce
tionoa conterc".

Notice of motion of ad.
dres to e Gavernor
on the sub.Jt f nrrent'
ing Fires hâ St. John'.

Hous meets.

Members present.
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Iouàe adjourns. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

SATURDAY, 3an JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

loresnt:

I'he Honourable
"

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General.
J A M ES CROWDY, Colonial. Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT..
TIHOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE..

The minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to notice the Honourable Mr. BENNETT moved an Address to'the
Governor on the subject of Fires in St. John's, which was read and adopted, and
is as follows:-

Adares ta the Go- To Bis Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Es-
Onr on the subjtti quire, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, innf c.rrcsting Fires la St. t

John's. and over the Island of Nufoundland, 4c., ec.

MAY IT PLEASE YoUa EXCELLENCY,-

We, ler Majesty's Council, desire respectfully to bring under your Excel-
lency's consideration the present imperfect provision made, for giving alarms on
the occurrence of fire in St. John's, and for arresting the progress of the flames.

On the morning of the 2nd instant, a serious conflagration occurred in Gower
Street in this town, which liad attained a considerable height before any public
alarm by means of the firing of guns or ringing of bells, had been given.

The hose brought into use upon that occasion belonging chiefly to private
Companies and individual, were not of a sufficient length to extend from the
pipes laid down by the Water Company, to Gower Street, the scene of the Fire-
whilst the absence of Hydrants in Gover Street rendered an adequate supply of
water difficult, if not impossible, of attainment.

We venture to express to Your Excellency the opinion that it would be a
wise and economical expenditure of Public Money, if a sum were appropriated
in the removal of such fire plugs as are now in the middle of the Streets, ad

Houste meets.

Members present.



3rd lune, 1854.
Ris Excellency KER. BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, Governor, 4c. 4c.

the replacing of them by Hydrants at the side of the Streets, as well as their
establishment in the various firebreaks in Water Street, and also the providing
an adequate supply of huse, and alarm bells at some convenient place in each
firebreak.

We respecifully beg leave to recommend this subject to the favourable
consideration of your Excellency, and to pray that your Excellency will be
pleased to take such steps as may be deemed meet for giving effect to the mea-

.sures which we have the honour to ,ubrnit.
WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber, 3rd June, 1854.

Ordered--That the Honourable Messrs. BENNETT and NoAD be a Committee
to present the said Address to Dis Excellency.

The ionourable Ir. ARCHIBALD from the Select Committee appointed to
prepare Instructions to the Conferees on the subject of the last Conference with
the House of Assembly on the Amendments in the Bill to Increase the nnmber
of Representatives, presented a draft thereof, which was read and adopted, and
is as follows:-

Her Majesty's Council have requested this conference with the House of
Assembly on the subject of the last conference on the armendrnents made in the
Bill to Increase the number of Representatives, for the purpose of acquainting
the Assembly that having considered the Instructions of the Assembly to their
managers, the Council see in them no reason whatever for departing from the
principle of giving to the different religious denominations, wiilh reference to
their numbers, their due proportion of Representatives; a principle which,

.while it lias been the avowed object of both branches of the Legislature, would
not have been carried out by the Bill as sent up from the Assembly, but would
have been effectuated by the amendments of the Council. The Council cannot,
therefore, recede from their amendments, except that in reference to the expenses
of elections, as already signified to the Assembly.

The Council, in making the amendment granting an enlarged exercise of
the franchise to the electors of the Burin district, were desirous, with a view to
the general arrangement, to ensure the return of one Roman Catholic member for
that district, notwithstanding they were convinced from past experience that such
return would be made under the present Bil, without such amendment.

In the last paragraph but one of their instructions to their conferees, the As-
sembly appear to express a desire to abandon the Bill which they have déliberate-

Cammittcu appaited
la proent the same.

Select Cnmmittes ap.
pointed to draft Instruc.
tions to confe.ri on
Reépresentatian diti pr.

nt their report.

Instructions te confe-
rees on Representation
BUi.
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ly passed and sent up for the concurrence of the Council, and to substitute in itN
stead a proposition (which is nevertheless characterized as unfair, and as still
requiring a peculiar qualification,) made at a former period by a member of their
own louse. Were it not for the gravity with wlich this proposition is intro-
duced, the Council would abstain trom bringing under the notice of the Assembly,
that to refer, in a conference between the two Houses, to the views and opinions
of individual members of either body, expressed now or at any former period, is
a proceeding of a novel and, as the Council submit, of an unparliamentary
character, and an irregularity which might lead to great inconvenience.

Much of the force of the arguments urged by the Assembly appears to de-
pend upon the use of peculiar appellations applied to certain districts and classes
of electors. The Council feel it right, therefore, to renew the intimation of their
opinion, expressed upon a former occasion, that as these appellations are at best
but mere titles of assumption, and do not affect the merits of the question under
consideration, it is desirable to abstain from the use of tiein in the communica-

a tions between the two branches.

The Council deem it unnecessary to enter into any lengthened discussion
of the statements contained in the instructions of the Assembly to their conferees,
in which the Council fail to discover any ground for concluding that the views
entertained and expressed by the Council are inconsitent with a due regard to
the just rights of all classes of the inhabitants of the Colony; unless it be in the
having assented to a scheme of representation from which the wealthy and im-
portant Protestant minority of the district of St. John's is virtually excluded.

Message Iro • the A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message accedingBouse of Asaembly se-
ceding to Conference. to the Conference requested.

Conferees appointed. Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. AacHIBALD and CRowDY be the
Conferees on the part of this House.

Report of Conferees. The Conferees went to the Conference, and baving returned, the Honourable
Mr. ARCHIBALD reported that they had met the managers from the Assembly,
and delivered to them their instructions.

Bouse adjours. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 5-T JUNE, 1854.

Mouse meets. The Bouse met pursuant to adjournment.
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VnsUtt:

The Ilonourable
"

WILLIANM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCIJBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.

The minutes of Saturday last were read.

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a message requesting
a conference on the subject-matter of the last conference on the amendments made
in the Bill to Increase the present number of Representatives in the General As.
sembly of this Island.

Met.agetrom the lnus.
of Ainernly rnetint
a confrence oneb-
ject o the lat confer.
ence on arrendmnentii of
Itapresentation Bill.

Ordered-That the request be concurred in.

Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. BENNETT and JoB be the managers
on the part of this House.

The managers vent to the conference, and having returned, the Honourable
Mr. BENNEIT reported that they had met the conferees on the part of the As-
sembly, and received from them their Instructions.

The Instructions were theu read, and are as follows:-

The House of A3sembly have requested this Conference with Her Majesty's
Council on the subject of the last Conference on the Amendments made in the
Bill to Increase the number of Representatives, for the purpose of acquainting
the Council that having considered the Instructions of the Council to their
managers the Assembly regret to perceive in them the absence of that spirit of
conciliation and fair play which has influenced the conduct of the Assembly upon
this important question; and they are therefore confirmed in the opinion which
they have entertained that it is utterly hopeless to expect the concurrence of the
Council in any just or generally acceptable measure upon this subject. They
are now satisfied, however, that they have left untried no constitutional means
at present available to them in the Colony to effect an understanding with the
Council.

The objects of the Council in their treatment of the Representative Bill,
appear to have been two.fold; first-the maintenauce of the existing system of

Manager. sppointed.

Report of managera.

Asembly's In.truetions
to theirconferees on Re-
preentation Bil.

Members present.
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Governmient, and the perpetuation of sectarian ascendancy in the Government
of this Colony; and secondly-the consolidation of thatnercantile influence which
lias predoninated in the government from the time of the concession of the
constitution to the present day.

It should be borne in mind that in this, as in the neighbouring colonies,
there have always been rival initerests at variance, having diffeitnt objects in
view, and adopting different means to attain their ends. From the earliest days
in its history, the merchants of Newfoundland have endeavoured to keep the
Trade of the Country in their hands, and the operative population in a state of
vassalage. To effect this object the better, they strongly opposed the granting
to this Culony of a Itepresentative form of Government, and other Institutions
incident to a progressive state of Society; when, hovever, against their will,
the3 were granted to the people, they managed to obtain a control over them,
and thus carry out in one way, what they had failed to achieve in another; hence
their position in the Government, and the alliance which lias been formed with
their interests at the Council Board, to oppose all popular movements, and
especially the just settlement of a measure deemed essential to the proper workng
of a reformed system of government. Hence the united opposition of the
Council (with nue Honourable exception) to Responsible Government, and hence
the foundation for the distinction which facts and history have drawn, but to
which the Assembly have only adverted, as existing between the conservative or
obstructive party, and the liberal and progressive party, who have gained for
the people the most cherished privileges they enjoy, and all the reforms tbat
have been made in our political and other public institutions.

The Assembly should not have deemed it necessary to trace to its source the
distinctive and combined policy which the Council desire to carry ont, or the
party to vhom they are allied, had their attention not been called to the mattet
by the manner in which they have taken exception to the use of these "peculiae'
appellations" of "liberal" and "conservative" or "mercantile districts,'" and
endeavoured to substitute for them mere denominational distinctions which have
obtained an undue prominence in their proceedings on this measure, while the
real interests which the Council seek to uphold, have been kept in the back
ground.

The Assembly would not vish to be understood as detracting from the
consideration due to the different religious denominations of this Island, in the
arrangement of the increase of the Representation, and they do not hesitate to
refer to the Bill, as introduced and amended by them, to prove the fairness of
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their views, in the distribution of the members, but they feel it their duty to,
protest against the manner in which, this element has been treated by the.Council.

The alleged anxiety of the Council to secure the return of a Catholic member
for the District of Burin, by the introduction of a new, and untried principle, is.
regarded by the Assembly not as a.constitutio>al safeguard, but as a dangerous
expedient to diyide 'the people, by pronoting sectarian divisions, and from the.
existence ofanomalies in. the state of Society in this Colony,. which do not exist,
except in the Constitution of its government. If the Electors of Burin have on
two occasions.returned Catholic, members to the Assembly, while they have had.
the power of returning Protestapta, that shews that they do not recognize the
Sectarian standard as the test of Representative qualification, and. the Assembly
do not see the necessity or propriety of obliging them, or any other constituency,
to conform to a principle which ofien begets strife,. without securing parlia.
mentary usefulness, or political integrity.

The. Assembly regret. to perceive. a disregard of facts on the part of the
Council, in their statement that, the Assembly appear to express a desire on their-
part to abandon the Bill- which they had'deliberately passed and sent up for the
concurrence of the Councihi

As an alternative, they stated that rather than accede to the. Council's.
amendnents, they would prefer the. measure introduced by the now acting
Solicitor General, if) 1850, with a. slight.nodification, and.they..are quite at a loss.
to uniderstand, in what sense it can be considered. unparlianentary, or. irregular,
to refer to that rneasure, or-to the name of the introducer of. it, for the purpose of
designating and-identifying its nor dothey think the Council should have raised
any objection on the score. of inconvenience, to a reference to such a record of
the expressed opinions of any member of their board, or any officers of the
Government when. the settlement, of ap important political question is sought to
be effected.

The liberal district- of St. John's which bas invariably returned'a Protestant
member to the Assembly, commenping witht the HonourablentWaiLrm TIlomAs,
who occupies a seat in the Council, would (the Assembly are. confident) under
their Bill, continue to display the same liberality in. the return of menbers,
deserving of public confidence, irrespective of sectarian distinctions. The
Assembly are therefore surprised that. the Council should have repeated an
allegation which the Assembly have heretofore passed unnoticed, that even
under the scheme of Representation. to which they have assented, the wealthy

I2
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and important Protestant minority of the District of St. Jolin's is virtually ex-
cluded, while the gross population of the District is 25,196, of whom 18,986 are
Catholics, and it is only allowed six memubers, being one for every 4,199
inhabitants, or as the Council would erroneously assume, one for every 3,132
Catholics; forgetting that the conservative and mercantile District of Trinity,
with only 8,801 inhabitants, not half the Catholic population of St. John's, and
little over a third of its gross population, was to have three members, being one
for every 2,933 of its. inhabitants, or one for every 2,506 Protestants in the District,
and La Poile would have one member for 2,151 Protestants, that according to the
reasoning of the Council, there are more than 11,000 Catholics unrepresented.
in Districts having Protestant majorities, and that in fact, the arrangements in the
Bill, as passed by the Assembly, were so made as to leave no reasonable ground of
objection on this or any other head, a conclusion in which disinterested men of all
denominations, who have considered the subject, fully concur.

In conclusion, the Assembly have also to express their regret, that in the
discussion of this question, the Council should have so far forgotten the dignity
which ought to characterize the grave deliberations of either branch of the
Legislature, as to give vent to the display of temper uwhich pervades the instruc
tiÔns to their managers; and the Assembly take the liberty ofsuggesting, vithout
intending any disrespect, that as the arguments put forward by them, in support
of their amendmenits, are evidently unanswerable, it would be more magnanimous
in the Council to submit to them with becoming grace, than continue to oppose
the popular will.

(Signed) J. KENT,

Speaker.

HoUsE of ASSEMBLY,
5th June, 1854. Ç

Ordered-That the said instructions be taken into consideration to-morrow.

lcuse adjours. On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow.

TUESDAY, 6 TU JUNE, 1854.

The louse met pursuant to adjournment.'Boym....t&.
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17e Honourable
"&

Members present.

jortsent:
WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCÉ O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

The minutes of yesterday were read.

On motion made and seconded, it was-

Ordered-That the followiig message be transmitted to the Bouse of
Assembly with reference to the Assembly's instructions to their conferees on
the subject-matter of the last conference on the amendnents made in the Bill
to increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly.

Mr. Speaker,-
Her Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have

passed the last amendment made by the Assembly upon the amendments made
by the Council upon the Bill entitled " An Act to increase the present number
of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the
Representation thereof"-and do not concur in the other amendments made by
the Assembly upon the said amendments made by the Council upon the said Bill.

(Signed)

Council Chamber, 6th June, 1854.

feixage to the nflou.
of Aisembly-of having
pas..d an amendment
of the Assembly on
Couneil, amendnente
on Representation Bill
-and of their not con.
curring in the other
amendmenta of the A.
sembly.

WILLIAM ROBINSON,
President.

On motion made and seconded the Ilouse adjourned until to-morrow,
Rouse adjourn.

WEDNESDAY, 7T H JUNE, 1854,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Vretst:

The Honourable
"L

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
EDWARD M. ARCIIIBALD, Attorney General.

Members present.

Rouie n2cets
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The minutes of yesterday were read.

Megqage of yesterday
taken to the House of
Assembly.

House adjourns.

The message to the Bouse of Assembly, of yesterday, on the subject of the
Increase of Representation Bill, was this day taken to the Assembly by.the-
Master in Chancerv.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjouirned until to-morrow.

TIIURSDAY, STII JUNE, 1854..

The House met pursuant to adjournment.House meets.

The Honourable

Present :

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCIJIBALD, Atlorney Generak.
JOSEPH NOAD.
TIOiOIAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
CIlIARLES F. BENNETT

Message from the
House of Assembly re-
questing a free confer-
ence on the amend-
ments onRepresentation
Bl.

The minutes of yesterday ivere read.

A deputation from, the louse of. Assembly brought- up a message in the.
following words:-

Mr. President,-
The House of Assenbly request a free conference with Her Majesty's

Council upon the subject-niatter of the last conference on the anetidnients made-
in the Bill to increa.se the present number of Representatives in the General
Assembly of this Island.

(Signed) J. KENT,
Speaher.

IIoUsE OF ASSEMBLY,
81th June, 1854. f

Managers appointed-

Their report.

Ordered--That the request be concurred. in.

Ordered-That the Ilonourable Messrs. BENNETT and GRIEVE be the
managers on the part of this louse.

The managers went to the free conference, and having returned, the Ilonour-
able Mr. BENNETT reported that they had met the conferees of the fouse of

Members present.
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Assembly on the subject of the differences existing between the Council and the
Assembly on the Representative Bill-that no new matter was proposed on behalf
of the louse of Assembly-that the managers from this House repeated to the
Assembly's conferees the reasons already offered in the previous conferences
with that House, for not recediiig from their amendments,-they also stated that
if it was desired by the Assembly that the arrangement with regard to Burin for
the purpose of securing one Protestant and one Roman Catholic member was
objectionable, and they, on the part of the Assembly would propose the abandon-
ment of that principle, that your managers would submit that proposition to the
Council, but witi the understanding that this should be a final settlement of the
other differences, to which the conferees on the part of the Assembly replied that
the House would not be satisfied unless a third member were given to the district
of Placentia and St. Mary's. Under these circumstances, they have nothing
further to report to this Honourable House.

Ordered-That the Report be received.

On motion made and seconded, it was-

Ordered-That a message be sent to the House of Assembly, stating that
having beard from the managers on the part of this House, the Report of what
transpired at the free conference on the amendments on the Increase of Repre.
sentatives Bill, this House cannot recede further from the amendments made
by thern upon the said Bill.

A message in accordance with the foregoing was thereupon sent to the
flouse of Assembly by the Master in Chancery.

On motion made and seconded, the Iouse adjourned until Saturday next.

SATURDAY, 10TU JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Message to Honse of
Assembly baving refer-
ence ta the report of
the managers at the frae
conference onRepresen-
talion Bil-

sent.

House cdjours.

Houle meets.

The Honourable

e'
"'"c

rtstnt:

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary,
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
TH-JOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

Members present.



10th, 12th and 13th June, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH.GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17TH OF VICTORIA.

The minutes of Thursday last were read.

On motion made and seconded, it was-

Hon. Mr. Job to be a
member of Library com-
mittee.

House adjourns.

Ordered-That the Honourable Mr. JoB he a member of the Standing
Comnittee of the Legislative Library, in the place of the Honourable Mr. Row
-absent from the Colony.

On motion made and seconded, the louse adjourned until Monday next.

MONDAY, 12 TU JUNE, 1854.

The Ilouse met pursuant to adjournment.

vesnit.

Members present. The Honourable
CL

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCHIIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES C R OWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPHI NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMIAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.

J'he minutes of Saturday last were read.

Notice of motion to
bring the publisbed re-
solutions of the rouse
of Assembly undtr the
consideration of the
counoul.

House adjourne.

The Honourable Mr. BENNETT gives notice that to-morrow he will bring
under the consideration of the flouse the published resolutions of the House of
Assenbly with respect to the conduct of this branch of the Legisiature, on the
subject of the Representative Bill, with a view to the Council's adopting such
neasures in reference thereto, either by an Address to the Secretary of State, or
otherwise, as may be deeined advisable.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to.morrow.

TUESDAY, 1 3TIl JUNE, 1854.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

House meets.

Hlouse meets.
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~resent.

The Honourable
&G

WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
EDWARD M. ARCIBALD, Attorney General.
JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENNETT.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.

T'lie minutes of yesterday were read.

Pursuant to notice, the Ilonourable Mr. BENNETT brouglit under the con-
sideration of the flouse the published resolutions of the louse of Assembly, with
respect to the conduct of this branch of the Legislature on the subject of the
Representative Bill, and moved that an address to His Grace the Duke of New-
castle be read; whicli being seconded, the said address was read accordingly, and
is as follows:-

To Dis Grace the DUKE oF NEWCASTLE, Her

Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for
the Colonies, 4c., 4c., 4-c.

Addrems to bis Grace
the Duke of Newcastle
on Representation Bil.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE,

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the Council of Newfoundtand,
having had under consideration an Address of the flouse of Assembly to Your
Grace, embodying certain Resolutions passed by that House, having reference to
the increase of members Bill, and other matters, and containing reflections on
our conduct, feel ourselves constrained to lay before Your Grace a statement, as
well of facts as of the motives which have influenced us in our proceedings in
the matters in question.

With regard to those parts of the Resolutions which cast unworthy and
unwarranted imputations on us, we feel that we can safely pass them without
observation.

In the Bill for Increasing the number of members sent up to the Council by
the House of Assembly, .provision, it was stated, was made for the due repre-
sentation of the two great religious denominations; and the member who intro-
duced the Bill into the Assembly, in a printed statement sent to the members of

IL

Members present.
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the Conutcil, took credit for liaving arrived at the satisfactory result desired by
hoth branches of the Legislture, of affording the means of these denominations
being repr'esented in their propor proportion-that is, by 1.5 Protestants, and 14
Uioman Catholics ; but the Council having a conviction tlat such a resuit
(aditted on all sides to be a fair one) would Flot be effected by the Bill as sent
to then, amcnded it, by taking one memlber fron the district of Placeutia and

St. Marv's,. which, with a population of 6,473, lad three mnembers assigned to it,
and giving one to Bonavista, which, with a population of 7,227, was put down
at two only, and thus secured the object equally (lesired by both branches,
vithout in any degree affecting the fair principle of representation as respects
populatiov.

The district of Burin, notwitlstanding it lias a Protestant majority, lias iii
two contested elections returned a I Ronii Catholic member ; but to secure the
certainty of one of its memabers being of that creed, and the conisequent fair

proportion of the Represeutation, ve inade the arrangement vhiclh extends the

privilege of the franchise, by allowing the constituency to give one vote each to
two Candidates or two votes to one; and which so far from being, as stated in
the Iesolutions of the Assemnbly, destructive to the peace of a thriving conmunity,
will, ve are convinced, tend especially to prevent the pence being broken by the
intimidation and sectarian strife which have, on former occasions, beent in active

operation in this District.

'lie only pre-requisite to the introduction of Responsible Government
insefted by the Council in the Bill, was, that candidates should pay their Election
expenses, and this was so altered by the Assembly as to make it doubtful
whether officers of sufficient respectability cari be procured for conducting the
electionis.

Fron regard to the privileges of the House of Assembly the Council did
iot insert a provision for preventing mnemnbers receiving pay from the public
chest; and this suggestion of Your Grace lias been altogether passed over by
the Asseibly.

The proposition of the louse of Assembly, that because the amendments of
the Council do not suit the views of eighît or nine mnembers of the forier House,
--and it must be remembered that one point of disagreement only remains,-

the Counicil shall be put aside, or reconstructed so as to be the mere instrument
of the Assemnbly, is too extravagant to require observation; but the extent to
which the Assembly, in. the pursuit of their object, will carry their proceedings,
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is inost painfully evidenced, by their refusal to grant the Supplies necessary for
the conduct of the public business of the colony,

Because they, the Representatives of a minority of the people, cannot effect
tieir purpose, they adopt a course, wiici in a time of great suffering, from the
increased cost of the necessaries of life, and from other causes, will leave a number
of officers, entirely dependant on small stipends, to starve, or resort to other
emptloyment for their support;-and this at a period when nearly half the year
for which tlieir services are engaged, has expired ; will leave a vast number of
aged, infirm, and wt'idowed paupers withiout legal provision; and will, also, leave
the youth of the Colony utterly destitute of the means of Education;-iu short,
for the attaininent of a purely selfish object, wilt thirow the whole Colony into a
state of distress and confusion.

Such conduct sufficiently proclaiis the unfitness of its authors for being the
depositocies of Legislative powers.

We wiii only further trespass on Your Grace by stating, that ie did thiiik,
and still retain the opinion, that, froin the anomalies in this Colony, and par.
ticularly fron the nearly equal numbers of the Religious Bodies, there would lie
considerable difficulty iii working out the systemn of Party Govertnment; but,
ivlien lier Majesty's Government determined on its introduction, wve at once
bowed to the- decision, and turned our attention to. those pre-requisites required
by Your Grace, with an earnest desire so to arrange them as to prevent what
w-as intended to be an extension of popular rights, being perverted froi its
proper object.

The composition of the Council, we venture to state to Your Grace, is the
best guarantee for its faithful and liberal consideration of ail measures likely
to benefit the Colony. With the exception of the Official members, it consists
principally of leading Merchants, who, from their large stake in the country,
and their cominmon interest with the operative and other classes of the community,
must be nost desirous for that system. of Goverunment best calculated to promote
the general interests, withi which their own are so deeply involved.

Under the influence of tiese feelings, we have taken part. iu legislating on a
question vitally affecting, for good or il], the future of this Colony; and ve feel
assured that, in our proceedings, which have had for their object the securing
of justice to ail classes of Iler Majesty's subjects, we shall receive from lier
Majesty's Government that support to which we respectfully claim to be entitled.

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSOIN,

Council Chamnber, 13th June, 1854. President.
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Ordered-That the said Address be adopted.

On motion made and seconded, it was-

Ordered-That the following Address be presented to the Governor praying
His Excellency to forward the foregoing Address to Bis Grace the Duke of
Newcastle.

Address to theGovernor
requestin.- hislixeelleti-
cy to forward the fore-
gning ni1r*ss to the
I)uke of Newcastle.

To lis Excellency KER BAILLIE IIAMILTON, Es-
qfuire, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in
and over the Island of Neefoundland, tc., c.c.

MAY IT PLEASE Yout EXCELLENCY,-

ler Majesty's Council beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that they have
adopted an address to lIis Grace the Duke of Newcastle, in reference to the Bill
recentlv before tie Council, for [ucreasing the number of Representatives, which
they respectfully request your Excellency will be pleased to transmit to lisGrace.

(Sigied)

Council Chamber, 13th June, 1854.

CommitteeappointeI to
prescnt the soute.

Xntice of motion to
prerent address to the
Governor for the ap-
pointaent of delegates
to En-land.

Hon. Mr. Crowdy inti.
nm'es the Governor's
intention to proxogue
the Legislature.

Message front Assembly
of haing passed Com
Rate-s and Currency

an io Bills, with

WILLIAM ROBINSON,

President.

Ordered-That the Honourable Messrs. BENNETT and JOB be a Select
Committee to present the same,

The Ilonourable Mr. BENNETT gives notice that to-morrow lie will niove
that an address be presented to the Governor, praying 1is Excellency to appoint
two members of this branch of the Legisiature to proceed to England to supply
such information to Her Majesty's Government as may be required, touching the
public affairs of this Colony.

The Honourable Mr. Secretary CRowDY acquaints the Bouse, by direction
of the Governor, that it is His Excellency's intention to prorogue the Legislature
to-iorrow, at half-past two o'clock, P. M.

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up the following
message

Mr. President,-

The House of Assembly have passed the Bill sent down bv Her Majesty's:
Council, entitled " An Act to declare the Rates in Currency at which British, Gold
and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender," without amendment.
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They have also passed the Bill sent down by Her Majesty's Council, entitled
"An Act to regulate the Currency-of.thtis Colony," vith some amendments, to
which they beg the concurrence of the Council.

(Signed) J. KENT,
Speaker.

IIOUSE OF ASsEMBLY,
June, 1854.

The amendments on the last-named Bill were then read-and

The House went into Committee thereon;

The lonourable Mr. NoA in the Chair.

A fter some time the House resamed.

The Chairman reported that the Committee concurred in certain of the
amendments, and recommended that a conference be had with the House of As-
sembly on the remainder that were not agreed to.

Ordered-That the lonourable Messrs. ARCIIIBALD and NOAD be a Select
Conimittee to draft Instructions to the conferees.

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to-morrow, at
one o'clock.

Amendments on cva.
rency Bit rend.

comuiitted.

Conférence on, recon.
mended.

Committee appointd to
draft Instructions.

House adjourns.

WEDNESDAY, 14Tu JUNE, 1854..

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

3rtsent:

The HonouraUle WILLIAM ROBINSON, Commandant.
"c JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.

JOSEPH NOAD.
CHARLES F. BENN ETT.
LAURENCE O'BRIEN.
THOMAS B. JOB.
JAMES J. GRIEVE.
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD, Attorney General

The minutes of yesterday were read,

Members present.

House meet.
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Pursuant to notice, and on inotion, the lonourable Mr. BENNETT presentet
the following Address, whiclh was read and'adopted.

Address tothe Gover.
norto on°ttwo°mem-
bers of the Counil ta
proceed to England.

To Ilis Excellency KER BATLLIE JAMILTON, Es-
qinre, Governor and Co>nnnander-in-Chief, in
and over the Island of Neiufoundland, éJc., ec.

IAY IT PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,

We, Ier aIIjesty's dutiftul and loyal subjects, the Council of Newfoundland,
in General Assembly convened, humbly prav that Your Excellency will be
pleased to appoint two meinbers of this branch of tlie Legislature to .proceed to
England for the purpose of bringing under the consideration of ler MNlajesty's.
Governmnent the present condition of New'foundland, and of supplying such
information as may be required, touching the affairs of this Colony.

(Signed) WILLIAIMI ROBINSON,
President.

Council Chainber, 14th June, 1S54.

Committee appointed to
present the same.

Teir rerort.

Report of Committee to
the Gorernor t forward
aildres6 tu the Duke of
-Newcaëtlt.

Ordered-That the lonourable Messrs. Citowiou and Joube a Select Coin.
Ulittee to present. the said Address.

'ie Hionourable iMr. CnOwlDY froma the Select Comnmittee, reported that
having w'aited on the Governor, lis Excellency stated that lie would comply
with the wislhes of the Council.

Tlie flonourable Mr. Jo3, froin the Select Committee appointed to wait on
the Governor with au Address praying Dis Excellency to forward. ail, Address
froi this Ilonse to luis Grace the Duke of Newcastle, reported that Vis Excel-
lency lad been pleased to say that lie -would comply with the request of the Bouse.

The lIonourable the ATToRNEY GENERAL, fron the Select Committee
appointed to draft Instructions to the conferees on ihe amendments made by the
Assembly on the Lill to regulate the Currency of this Colony, reported a draft
thereof.

Ordered--That the saine be received..

'T'le instructions are as follow:-

Instructionstoconfereas Her Majesty's Council have requested this conference fur the purpose of
on Asetreny'ei .end-
mients on Currency Bill. klequainfing the Ilotise of .Assernbi that the Council. do not concur i-
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amniendrments made by the Assembly in the 17th line of the Ist section, and the
6th line of the 4th section, of the Bill " to regulate the Currency of this'Colony,"
for the following reasons:-

As respects the first-mentioned amendment, the Council think it essential, for
securing the circulation of small silver money, to fix, by Legisiative enactment,
the values assigned by the Bill to Shillings and Sixpences, tendered in sums
under Five Shillings. These values, although a minute fraction beyond their
respective values, in proportion to the Sovereign, are not such as to affect the
confirmation of the Act, and will be unifornly binding on ail parties; when
Jeaving the coins in question to flnd their relative values would not be attended
w'ith uniformity in their rates of circulation, and would, consequently, lead to a
diminution of the amount of Silver change, owing to the present scarcit% of which,
very great inconvenience is now feit in the community.

li regard to the second amendment, the Council consider that it is contra-
dictory -to the principle of the Bill, and is the same provision which caused the
disallowance by the Crown of the Currency Bill of 1845. It is most desirable
that in future contracts and Legislative enactnents, the Pound Sterling should
be either the Sovereign, or such corresponding amount in the currency of other
coins declared a legal tender as shall be equal to the currency value assigned by
the Bill to the Sovereign. The provision in the Bill will not affect existing
contracts or Legislative enactments; but it is obviously desirable that in future
the Sterling value and the Currency value of the Sovereign should be correlative-
ly the same.

At half-past two o'clock, p.M., lis Excellency the Goveruior having arrived His Excellency the Go.

ut the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, the gentleman Usher ""rriv s Ç"e the

of the Black Rod was ordered to direct the immediate attendance of the House close the Session.

of Assembly at the Bar of this House; and they being come thereto, lis Excel-
lency was pleased to give bis assent to the following Bills, viz.:- Assents to certain Bills.

"An Act to declare the rates in Currencv at ihich British Gold and Silver
Coins shal be a legal tender"-and

"An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the general purposes of the
Colony."

After which Dis Excellency was pleased to deliver the following Speech:-



14th June, 1854.
SECOND SESSION, FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 17T OF VICTORIA.

Ris prorungy sphe e Mr.,President and Gentlemen of the Council:-
neral Assembly.

MrIi*. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly:-

In my reply to the Address of the Assembly in answer to my Speech on
opening the present Session, I expressed my regret at the course the Assembly
then appeared resolved to pursue; and that whether the public good had been
consulted in arriving at the determination to which they had corne, was a question
for their own consideration; and that with them would rest the responsibility for
any detriment to important public interests vhici might arise from such course.
And, now, whether circumstances-especially since the communication to the
Assembly of the Duke of Newcastle's Despatch of the 21st February last, on the
subject of Responsible Government-justify the course of procedure on the part
of the Assembly announced by them in their Address to Dis Grace, is a point on
which I forbear to express an opinion; but whicli must be submitted to the con-
sideration of the Imperial Authorities.

The Session having extended over four months and a half, and the Assembly
baving, at the expiration of that protracted period, stated their determination, for
reasons mentioned in their Address to her Majesty's Secretary of State, not to
grant to her Majesty Supplies for defraying the expenses of the Civil Government
of the Colony, I am indluced, by regard for the honour of the Crown, formally to
terminate the Session by prorogation.

The General Assembly The Honourable the President of the Council then said-It is His Excellency
prorogued, the Governor's will and pleasure that this General Assembly be prorogued to

Wednesday the ninth day of August next, to be then and here holden; and this
General Assembly stands prorogued accordingly.
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APPENDIX.

A P P E N D I X No. 1.

EST INM ATE

Qf the Charge of Defraying the Public Expenditure of the Isliand of Neutfoundland, for
the Year endiig 31st December, 1854.

£20,707 3. 4d.
Proposed distribution of the above Suui.

Salary of the Private Secretary ...... ...... ......
Clerk of the Council ...... ...... ......
Two Clerks in the Secretary's Office ......
Office Keeper ditto ... ......

NMessenger ditto ... ......

Colonial Treasurer ...... ...... ......
Clerk in the Treasurer's Office. ...... ......
Clerk of the Supreme and Central Courts, including

Clerk, and for purchase of printed forms ...
Clerk of Northern Circuit Court ...... ......
Ditto of Southern Circuit Court ...... ......
Crier and Tipstaff of Supreme Court ......
Ditto ditto Hlarbour Grace Court
Tlhree Police Magistrates, St. John's ......
* Police Inspector ...... ...... ..... :.
ligh Constable ...... ...... ......
Ten Police Constables ...... ......
G aoler ...... ...... ...... ......

...... ...
...... ...
...... ...

...... ...
...... ...
...... ...

allowancefi
...... ...

...... ...

...... ...

...... ...

...... ...

.. ........

.. ........

.. ........

...... 200
...... 200

.... 400

. 60
.... 60

...... 500
...... 150

Assistant
...... 420
...... 200
...... 200
...... 60
...... 20
...... 900
...... 60
...... 80
...... 450

...... ...... ...... 150 0 0

Carried forward ...... ...... £4210 0 0

With an addition of £40 a year from the grant for the Poor for services to the Commissioners.

m 2



A P P E N D I X, No. 1.

Brought forward
Salary of Gaol Surgeon ...... ......

Ilospital Surgeon ... ......
District Surgeon, including Medicine, &c.....
District Surgeon, Conception Bay
Gaol Surgeon, Harbour Grace......
Physician of Lunatic Asylii ......
Gate Keeper, Governmient Bouse Lodge
louse Keeper, Colonial Building

Attornev Generals Fees......
Solicitor General's Fees
Stipendiarv Magistrates, &c., in the Outports, as per detailed statemetit annexed

M ISCELLANEOUS.

Ordinary Repairs of Court Houses and Gaols
Gaol Expenses ...... ......
Printing and Stationery ...... .......
Crown Prosecutions ...... ......
Coroners ...... ...... ......
Fuel and Light ...... ......
Postages and Incidentals ...... ......
Circuits of the Judges ......
Relief of the Poor ...... ......
Outport permanent Pooi .......
Lunatic Paupers ...... ......
Shipwrecked Sealing Crews ......
Men stationed at Fort Amherst ......
Duties on Wines for Military Mess ......
" Gas Light Company, St. John's ......
* Ditto ditto, Ilarbour Grace ......
Unforeseen Contingencies ...

...... 200 0

...... 600 0

...... 500 0

...... 300 0
...... 200 0
...... 450 0
...... 120 0
...... 400- 0
...... 6000 0
...... 400 0
...... 1200 0
...... 100 0
...... 3610
...... 50 0
...... 71 13

25 0
...... 500 0

PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES.

Mrs. Blaikie ...
Matthew Stevenson
Robert Connell
Robert Smith

Carried forward

...... 50 0 0
...... 40 0 0

10 0 0
10 0 0

.£20420 3 4

• As a considerable portion of the year for which these grants are required, bas expired, the service is estimated for to the 30th ;rune---
but it will be omitted in future estimates.

...... £4210
...... 40
...... 150
... ,.. 200
...... 100
...... 30
...... 200

.... 26
...... 60
...... 250
...... 200
...... 3791
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ALLOWANCES TO FERRYMEN.*

Brouglit forward
At Manuels ...... ......

Great Placentia ......
Little St. Lawrence ...... ......
Salmonier ..... ...... ......
Burin and Spoon Cove ...... ......
Biscay Bay ......
Portugal Cove ......
North and South Side lolyrood, £15 each
Aquaforte ...... ...... ......

ri ity...... ......
M albay ...... ......

John's Pond, North Harbour, and Salmonier
Belle Isle and Topsail ......
H arbour Grace and Souti Side ..... ,

...... £20420 3 4
...... £10 0 0
...... 25 0 0

.10 0 0

.25 0 0

.0 0 0

.15 0 0
5 0 0

.30 0 0

.15 0 0

.25 0 0
...... 12 0 0

.30 0 0
.20 0 0
.25 0 0

Total ...... ...... £20,707 3 4

• It is suggested that such Ferries as are absolutely required, should, in future, be provided for in the Road Bill.
The estimate for clearing snow from the streets of St. John's is omitted, as is also that for carrying out the Crown Lands Act, a conside.

rable portion of the Sum granted on this latter account being unexpended.

DETAIL

Of Salaries and Allowances to Stipendiary Maqistrates and Constables, Clerks of the Peace
and Gaolers, in the undermentioned Outports, for the year 1854.

, Outports.

Petty Harbour.
Torbay...
Portugal Cove
South Shore
HIarbour Main
Cat's Cove
Brigus and Port-de-Grave
Bay Roberts

Magistrates.

150

Clerks of the
Peace.

Constables.

No. 1 Salaiy.

I-I ____________________

Carried forward 158 368

287 0 0

Gaolers.

I -

Total.

20
20
20
12
12
12

260
12

1

1.58 «Carried forward 368
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DE TAIL of Salaries and Allowvances to Stupendiary Magistrates and Constables, Clerks of
the Peace and Gaolers, in the undlermientioned Outp)orts--(Conitinuied.)

Constables.
Outports. Magistrates. Clerks of the Gaolers. Total.

Peace. No. Salary.

Broug:hit forward 1060 9 58368
H-arbouir Grace ... , 130 150 .1 50 90 070
Ditto - .... 200 2 50
Carbonear ..... ... 150 60 3 7.5 28.5
Bay de Verde ... ... 1 12L 12
Westerni Bay ... ... ... 1 12 12
Hauits Harbour ... .. 1 12 ' 12
Perlican .. ... ... 130 1 12 142
'Heart's Content ... ... 1 12. 12
Newý Harbour ... ... ... 1 12 12
Trinity ..... 150 60 2 37 25 1272
Catalina .. ... 1 2.5 25
Bonavista ... .. 150 45 1 25 10 230
Tickle Cove ... ... ... 1 12 12
King' s Cove ... .. 1 12 12
Sa-lvagbe ..... ... 1 12 12
Greenspond ... .. 1 12 12
TwYillingate and Fogo .... 130 45 3 49 10 23
Exploits Bay .... 1 12 12
Bay Bulls ... ..... 100 1 '25 125
Witless Bay .... 1 12 12
Toad's Cove ...... 1 12 12
Brigus, South ..... 1 12 12
Cape Broyle ...... 1 12 32
Caplin Bay .... •1 12 12
Ferryland ...... 100 60 1 25 25 210
Aquaforte ··..-.. 1 12
Fermeuse ... ... ... 1 12 12
Renews ... ... 1 12 12
Trepassey ... ·. ·· 1 12 12
St. M%1ary's ... ... 130 1 25 15,5
Placentia ...... 130 35 1 25 '25 1215
Little Placentia ... ... 1 12) 12

Carried forwvard 1650 3171
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DETAIL of Salaries and A liowances to Stipendiary Magistrates and Constables, Clerks of
the Peace and Gaolers, in the undermentioned Outports-(Continued.)

Outports.

Oderin
Merasheen
Burin r

Brought forward

.. ...

St. Lawrence
Lamaline
Grand Bank
Jersey Hlarbour
Il arbor Briton
Burgeo Islands
iermitage La)
Spaniard's Bay

Total

Magiatrates.

1650

150

130

100

Clerks of the
Peace.

515

Constables.

No. Salary,

47 821
1 12
1 12

1121 •12

1 12
1 12
1 12
1 12
1 12
1 12
1 12

S1...-..I I

2030 585 58

RECAPITULATION.

15 Magistrates
10 Clerks of the Peace
7 Gaolers

58 Constables .

£2030 0
- 585 0

210 0
- 966 0

£3791 0 0

3171
12
12

235
12
12

142
12

147
12
12
12

£3791210

1
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Port of St. John's,
A CONSO L IDA 1ED ACCOUNT of the Goods imported in the Year, ended 5th day of

January, 1854, sheieing the aggreýgate Quantities and Value of the various Articles,
-eith the Amount of Duty collected thercon.

. Articles Imported.

Ale, Porter, Beer, Cider and Perry
Apples ..

Bacon and llains ...
Beef (salted or cured) ...
Brandy Whiskey, Geneva and Cordials
Bread or Biscuit ...
B utter ... ... ... ...
Catidles ... ... ... ...
Cattle (Neat) ... ...
Cheese ... ...
Cigars ...
Clocks and Watches
Coals ... ... ...
Cocoa ... ... ...
C o ffée ... ... ...
Fish (Dried and Salted) ...
Flour ... ... ...
Furniture
Goods, Wares, and MIerchandize, not

oticrwise enum erated or described
Ilorses, Mares, aud Geldings
Lum ber ... ...
Molasses ...
Oatmeal and Indian MNeal .. ,
Oil and lIubber. Fins and Skins
Pork (Saited or Cured) ...
Ruai ... ...
Salt ... ...
Sheep, Calves and Pigs ...
Shingles
Sugar, Refined ... ...

Unrefined ... ...
Bastard

Tea ... ... ...

Timber, including Balk and Scantling
Tobacco (Vaufcttured and Leaf) ...

Stems ...
Wine, in Bottles

not in Bottles

CUsTo31-HoUSE,
The Lst day of February, 1854.

Quantity Imported. Value.

... ........... £3252 3 3
14151 Bis. 702 4 8

703 2 8 Cwts. 2028 12 6
21031 BIs. 3889 0 7

24076¾ Gals. 6028 7 5
123722 3 26 Cwts. 73478 8 3
16997 3 2 Cwts. 51702 17 10

.................. 4813 15 5
2471 13686 9 8

403 0 25 Cwts. 980 17 9
359475 737 5 0

.................. 407 14 6
23991¾ Tons. 16808 3' 3

42 1 14 Cwts. 105 0 0
1329 0 I1 " 1730 9 9

29 0 8 " 35 5 0
123303 Bis. 136647 1 9

1051 16 8

363949 7 2

43 482 17 4
. 3074835 Feet. 5467 18 3

744467 Gals. 37873 3 7
16491 Bis. 13438 12 6

22169 Bis. 65593 6 2

96739 Gals. 9769 8 3

33448¾ Tons. 20345 .2 5

4034 2052 8 6

4435500 1907 13 0

1214 2 13 Cwts. 2610 8 1

22093 3 26 " 21814 18 5

139 2 15 " 139 0 0

395472 Lbs. 20445 9 5

9231 Tons. 938 7 6

338327¼ Lbs. 9006 17 10

67 3 18 Cwts. 38 0 0

546q Gals. 523 1 6

11940 " 2542 2 9

Totals...... £897024 6 91

(Signed)

Duty.

£325
106
175
210

'3611
1546
1699
361
684
100

89
40

1199
10

332
7

9247
105

18197

21
384

4652
412

............ .
3325
4480

836
201
221
455

5523
34

4943
69

2819
6

82
1194

4 3
3 3

17 11
7 0

il 3
11 4
18 5
0 4
6 5

16 2
17 4
15 b
11 9
11 11
4 3
5 4

14 6
3 6

11 0

10 0
7 1

19 5
5 6

7 0
7 9
4 5

14 0
15 6
9 5

10 1
18 2

8 0
5 3
7 11

15 10
0 0
0 0

£67717 16 8

JOHN KENT,
Collector.

...

...
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A P P E N D I X, No. 3.

APPENDIX, No. 3.

DESPATCH

F rom the Secrctary of State for the Colonies, on the subject of Responsible Government.

(Corv.)

Downing Street, 21st February, 1854.

S 1R.,-

I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 41, of the 28tlh June last, transmitting ant

Address from the flouse of Assemblv, announcing the appointment hy that body of three of its
members to represent to Her Majestv's Government the state of the Colony of Newfonndlantd, and
operation of its present system of Governiment, and on the establishment of reciprocal Free Trade
with the United States of America.

2. 3ot during and since the visit of the gentlemen in question to England, I have given ta
lthe first of these subjects my fullest consideration ; and have not failed to give due weit to the

circumstance Ihat the saine expressions of opinions and wishes have proceeded front successive
bodies of representatives, elected by the people 'with full knowledge that this important question
was at issue.

3. Ilet Majesty's Government have come to the conclusion that tliey ought not to withhold

from Newfoundland those institutions, and that system of Civil Administration which, under the

popular name of Responsible Govern ment, have uow been adopted in ail lier Majesty's nieiglhourintg

possessions in North Amierica.

4. They are prepared to concede the iînmediate application of this system, as soon as certain

nîecessary preliminary conditions have been acceded to on the part of the Legislature.

5. The first of these is the sanie which lias been agreed to and put in practice wihen the recent
change of the sane description took -place in 1\ova Scotia and it Prince Edward Islanai ; namely,
the indemnification of present holders of those offices which by the change in question wili be
retdered liable to be vacated at the will of the majority of the Legislature. The provision in
question siould be made either in the form of Pension, or of a round suni by ivay of indennity.
But as to the iumber of officers who must be regarded as thus liable to removai and entitled to
protection, and the amount and character of the compensation so to be given, I nust rely on your
judgm'tnent, with the advice of your Council, and of those whoin you may think lit to consult with on
tiis occasion: and you are authorized to subrnit any question, which cannot be thus arranged, to
rnyself for final decision.

6. 'lhe following are the renaining conditions which I consider indispensable, and which have
been suggested to nie by the consideration of circumstances peculiar to Newfoundland.
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7. (1) A considerable increase of the members of the loise of Assembly. I would suggest
that the increase should be from the present number to 30; and that it should be effected, not by
--iving additional iembers to existing constituencies, but by sub-dividing, as equally as geographical

)ositiois would admit, the districts now returning members, which appear to be in most instances
too large for the convenient exercise of the franchise.

8. (2) In reference to my Despatch on the fimancial condition of the Colony, lately directed
to he laid hefore the Assembly, it appears to me necessary that the Law should be assimilated to that
of Nova Scotia (revised Statutes, Cap. 7, Sec. 44,) with regard to the expenses of Elecions, whicli
sliould no longer be paid from the Colonial Treasury, but be defrayed (under proper conditions as
t> amount) by the members.

9. (3) Payment of the members for their expenses and attendance to be no longer made by
the Colonial Treasury, but by local assessment levied in each electoral district.

10. These measures having heen taken by the Legislature, Her Majesty's Government wili
proceed to separate the Executive from the Legislative Council, and to provide, by Instructions from
ler Majesty, that the latter should consist of not less than 10 nor more thani 15 members, nomipated
by the Crown.

11. With regard to the stipulations respecting the grant of a Civil List to ler Majesty, vhicli
have usually accompanied the grant of Responsible Government, it appears to me sufficient to refer
you to the arrangements already made under the Act of Parlianient 2 and 3 William IV., Cap. 78,
and the Acts of the New%'foundland Legislature 7tht Victoria, Cap. 1, and 8th Victoria, Cap. 6, leavng
it to yourself to consider whether any modification of these provisions is now required.

12. These are conditions, some of vhich, I am persuaded are essential to justice, and others
highly important to tbe satisfactory working of the new systen; and I trust that with these additions,
the adoptiou of the system in question will not merely satisfy the long-expressed desire of the majority
of the people of Newfoundland for freer institutions, but will also prove favourable to practical
improvements in the Government of the Colony.

13. As regards the portion of the Address which relates to Free Trade witli the United States,
you will inform the Assembly that Her IMajesty's Government are still in negociation with that of
the United States, and that iii the conduct of that negociation every attention will be paid to their
expressed wishes and those of their constituents.

I have the lonour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) NEWCASTLE.

Governor HAMILToN, &c., &c., &c., Newfoundland.
N 2
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APPENDIX, No. 4.

DESiPATCH
From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to His Excellency the Governor, in reply to

Addressesfrom the Council and Bouse of Assembly deprecating any concession of
any new Fishing Privileges to the French on the Coast of Newfoundland.

(CoP.) Downing-Street, 17th September, 1853.

SIR,-

i have received and bave laid before the Queen the Addresses from the Legislative
Council and House of Assembly of Newfoundiand, transmitted with your Despatches, Nos. 39 and 43,
of the Ist and 29th June, deprecating any concession of new Fisling privileges to the Frencli. on the
coasts of that Colony.

2. ler Majesty was pleased to receive these Addresses very graciously, and to command that
the Council and Assembly be informed, in reply, that no progress lias been made in the negociations
with France which were re.opened last year with a view to the settlement of the long-disputed ques-
tions relating to the Frencli Fishery on the coasts of Neiwfoundland, no answer having been as yet
returned, on the part of this country, to the proposition then made on the part of France, to which the
Addresses appear to allude; and that the Councif and Assemnbly niay rest assured that ler Majesty's
Governinent, in coning to a decision on the course to be taken, will duly attend to the interests of
the Colony.

3. You will inforn the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly accordingly.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your nost obedient humble servant,
Governor IJAMILTON, &c., &c, (Signed) NEWCASTLE,

A P P E N D I X, No. 5.

IDESPATCIIES

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Io His Excellency the Governor, in reply to an
Addressfrom the Council and House qf Assembly, praying for a Loan of £50,000
from Her Mlajesty's Government for the completion oj Main Lines of Road.

(Corv.) Downing Street, 30th July, 1863.

SIR,-

I have received your Despatch of the 29th June, No. 45, transmitting an Address to
wyself fron the Council and House of Assemably of Newfoundland, praying fer Majesty's Govern-

100
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ment to grant the Island a Loan of £50,000, repayable in 20 years, for the purpose of completing the
Main Lines of Road in the Coluny.

Before Fier Majesty's Government cati decide on this application, it will be necessary that you,
should furnish me with information on the followiig points:-

First: I should wish to know the actual amount of the present debt of the Colony (which,. I must
observe, is not given, as it ouglit to be, in the Blue Book); the time at, and authority under, which it
was contracted ; whether any portion of it is formied by an accumulation of' unpaid interest, and what
proportion of the sum originally borrowed lias; been paid off; whether provision is made for its re.,
demption by animal instalments, or otherwise; and what were the circumstances under which a sum,
exceeding £800 was borrowed of the Savings Bank, vheni £80,000 is stated to be invested: and I
should be glad if there was added to the information upon the above several points a full and complete-
account of the financial condition of the Colony, and the prospect there may be of its being able,
to repay the Loan for which; the Council and Assembly have apphed.

Secondly: I wish to receive your opinion and report on the mode of raising a Revenue irr
Newfoundland in the event of reciprocal Free Trade being established between that Colony and the
United States. As the bulk of the Colonial Rlevenue is derived from Customs' duties on articles
which under a convention for the unrestricted reciprocity of intercourse would be admitted duty
free, it would be necessary to provide for the remission of a productive branch of the Revenue
by the institution of other,-as for example, inland sources of taxation: and you will furnish me
with your views as to. the extent to which this would be practicable, and the effect wlich it might
have upon the credt and resources of the Colony.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your nost obedient servant,

Govern.r HAMILTON, &c., &c., tNevfoundlansd. (Signedl NEWCASTLE.

From D is Exceltency the Governor to the Secretary- of State for the Colonies, on the sibject
qf the A ddress of the Council and House of Assembly, praying for a Loan of -50,000
for the purpose of completing Main Lînes of Road.

Government flouse, Newfoundland,
16th Septem ber, 1853.

MY LORD DUKE,-

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Grace's Despatch, No. 26, of the
30th July, in reply to my Despatch, No. 45, of the 29th June last, on the subject of the Address of
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,the Coîucil and Assembly of this Island, praying for a loan of £50,000 for the purpose of completing
the Main Lines of Road in this Colony.

2. I compliance vith the directions contained in the drst part of Your Grace's Despatch, I
beg leave to transmit, herewith, a tabular statement, shewing the present ainount of the actual debt
of the Colonv, witl such particulars in reference thereto, as ivill. I trust, furnish Your Grace with
the information desired on this point.

3. By an appendix to the aibove-nientioned statement, it will be seen that the Public Debi is
redeemable, in sums of greater or less amiount, in every year from the preseit one, to the year 1865
inclusive. But it is nanifest that the estirnated Revenue of the Colony, after payment of the
ordinary charges upon it, will not be equal to the discharge of the portion of debt repayable in some
of these vears-as, for instance, the years 1857, J858, 1860. It -will, therefore, become necessarv in
those years, in order to provide for the redeuption of the Debentures tiien falling due, to raise
considerable sums of noney by further loans, thus prolonging the period allowed for the extinction
of the existing debt.

4. It is worthv of observation that nearly one half of the whole Public Debt of the Colony has
been caused by the borrowing of ioney to compeisate the proprietors of ground in the Town of
St. John's for ground taken to widen the Streets of this Town after the great fire of 1846. The

vawards of comîpensation made at the time were based on what has silice proved to have been a great
over-valuation of property ; and the proportionate high rents at which ground withit the burnt
district of the Town was then and subsequently taken by tenants on building leases-(rents increased
il no small degree by the very improvemîents for vhich the proprietors had been compensated)-
added to the compepsation made to the landlords, greatly benefitted this class at both public and
private cost.

5. ln reply to the inquiry as to the "circumstances under whiclh a sum exceeding £800 was
horrowed of the Savings Bank wheni £80,000 was stated to be invested," beg to acquaint Your
Grace that by the provisions of the Law under whiclh the Savings Bank wras constituted, the deposits
muay be loaned on Real, Personal or Government Secuî ities, at the discretion of the Governors of the
Bank. The whole armount of deposits in the Bank is about £80,000, currency; but of this amount
the sum actually takeu on loan hy the Colony is only £26,724 currency, for which Debentures bearing
interest, (sone at 5 but the greater part tt 6 per cent.) are granted to the Bank in like manner as to

private individuals. This suni of £26,724 currency, (£23,160 16s. sterling) forms part of the Publie
Debt of tie Colony nentioned in the taibular statement. The residue of the deposits are loaned on real
and persoual securities at 6 per cent. interest, under the management of the Governors, vho retain
in haud, to ieet current payuents, a cash balance, fluctuating between £6000 and £10,000.

6. Thie whole of the deposits of the Savings Bank are, it is true, received into the Public Chest
under the control of the Colonial Treasurer; but the monies as well as the accounts of the Bank are
kept separate and distinct froma the tuonies and accounts of the ordinary Revenue of the Colony.
It sometimes happens on occasion of large pay ments on quarter-days, or at periods when, owing to
the nature of the Trade, the Revenue is not receivable in an equal proportion with the demands upon
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it, that the Treasurer nay not have sufficient money in hand to meet all inmediate demands. On
such occasions, a portion of the cash balance belonging to the Savings Bank is, with the consent of
the Governors of the Bank, made use of lemporarily by the Treasurer, and returned again at short
intervals, sometimes in a few days, generally in a few weeks, without interest-the transition being
regularly entered in the Books of the Treasurer, as well as in those of the Savings Bank. The sum.
of 4800 adverted to, was a temporary loan of this nature;, as is in like manner, the sum of £802· Os.
3d. in the financial statement herewith eiclosed.

7. In fulfiliment of your Grace's directions, I transmit, herewith, a full account of the financial
condition of the Colony, exhibiting (in Statement No. 2) its liabilities and assets as on the 1st of
September instant; and (in Statemient No. 3) a financial statement of the affairs of the Colony for
the year 1854, together with an estiiate 'f the future incone and ordinary standing expenditure
of the Colony; and shewing what prospect there is of its ability to repay the Loan for which the.
Council and Asserbly have applied.

8. On inspection of the former of these two statements, it will be seen that, assuming the ne,
cessity of discharging the whole of the liabilities therein nentioned within the present year, there
inust be a deficit, or in other words, a balance against the Colony, at the close of the year, of £20,303
Is. 10d. From this balance, however, there is to be deducted, in the first place, the sum of about
£7,000, beiig the amount of Treasury notes in circulation, which it is not iitended to call in, and
which can without any difliculty be kept in circulation on the credit of the Colony; and the retention
in the Treasury of a certain amount of specie to respond such of the notes as inay from time to
time be presented for conversion. In the next place, notwithstanding tlat the suim of £11,350 has
been granted for the making and repairing of Roads, 1 shall deem it my duty, in the present state of
the finances of the Colony, if practicable, to expend no greater proportion of the grant than may be
necessary to maintain the Roads and Bridges passable until the next meeting of the General As.
sembly, when the deficiency of ineans to imeet this appropriation will be brought under its con-
âideration. Still, owing to the failure, of the Fisierv in several localities, and the prospect of the
almost total failure of the potato crop, and the demands for relief of the distress which will thus be
created, and of which, I regret to say, intimations arealready being giveli, I fear that,, in addition
to the ordinary appropriation for pauper relief, I shall bie constrained to direct the expenditure of
a considerable portion of the amount of the Road grant, in. order to provide for the relief of the able-
bodied poor by employing them on the Roads. The payment of the other appropriations in this
statement, although they will not ail le called for during the piesent year, must still be provided
for during tlie ensuing one; and in order, therefore, to meet them witlhout trenching on the Reve-
nue of the next year, and notwithstanding that there is a prospect of the Revenue of the current year
exceeding the estimate of its amount, I foresee the necessify of raising by loan, at the commence-
ment of the ensuing session, a sun equal to one-third, or one-half of the apparent balance against
the Colony, above-mentioned.

9. ln the statement No. 3, the future Revenue of the Colony--assuming the continuance of
the existing tariff of duties on imports-is set down at about an average of the last three years, and
this may, I think, fairly be reckoned upon. -Deducting from the gross income there shewn, the
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nrdinary standing expenditure of the Colony mentioned in the statement, there would remain a
surplus of about £16,000 applicable to the reduction of the present public debt, and admitting of the

gradual extinction of the contemplated loan of £50,000, if contracted. i feel bound, however, to
state that it will not be safe to calculate upon the public expenditure being confmed to the amount
specified in the estimates submitted in each Session to the Assembly, or rather, to the amount of the
ordinary standing expeuditure above-mentioned. From time to time appropriations will be de-
manded for casual services and purposes, besides those detailed in the estimates, to which no
reasonable objection can be offered. But beyond these, there ivili be a tendency to make appro.
priations for favourite objects of different parties in the Assembly, which, unless the most determined
front be opposed to thei by the Executive, will swell the extra expenditure to vhich I advert.

10. I have before iad occasion to remark that, in this Colony, there being no local rates or îaxes
-whatever, and all local expenditure for even the most minute services which can be considered as
of a public nature, being defrayed out of one public cliest, it is extremely difficult to inculcate that
economy which necessarilv results frorn the making the expense of such services a particular charge
on the local inhabitants. But the time bas come when it vill be necessary for the principal towns
and settements 1o reheve the Public Revenue of charges upon it for purely local purposes-such,
for instance, as grants in aid of the expense of maintaining fire prevention Companies, of lighting
aid watering-which ought to be defrayed by assessment. These subjects I shall consequently
press upon the consideration of the Lcgislature at its next meeting.

1L. A reduction in certain branches of expeuditure miglit perhaps be effected without detri-
ment to the public service.

do not, however, think it would be prudent in the estimate of the future income and expenditure
of the Colony, to rely upon a reduction of any considerable amount under the heads referred to.

12. Should the application for the loan of £50,000 be acceded to, the mode most satisfactory
to lier Najesty's Government of providing a fund for the gradual reduction of the principal and
interest upon it, and of placing the siriking fund to be formed for this purpose beyond the risk of
diminution, w iii be the passing of an Act by the Legislature of the Colony, rendering permanent,
or until the extinction of the loan, certain duties on particular articles of import, fron the produce
of which duties such a yeariy anount as may be indicated should be regularly remitted to the
Imperial Governmient, the residue ftiling into the ordinary revenue of the Colony tu be appropriated
by the Legislature. But as it would hardly be fair to the public creditors to whom the existing debt
is repayable, to make the contemplated loan a preferable charge upon the present Revenue, it would
be a more equitable arrangement, and one of which, I believe, the Legislature would approve, to
appropriate specially to the reduction of the loan an additional tax on all articles subject to duty,
sufficient to raise the required yearly amounit.

13. In obedience to Your Grace's request that I would state my views as to the mode of raising
a Revenue in Newfouidland in the event of Reciprocal Free Trade being established between this
Colony and the United States, 1 beg to state that the only practicable mode in which the deficiency
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of Revenue, which would thus be caused, could be supplied, would be by an export duty on fish and
oit. The amount of Revenue now derivable from duties on articles of all kinds imported from the
United States is about £15,000 per annum ; and on imports frou the British North American
Colonies about £12,000, making together £27,000. Assuming, however, an entire remission of
these duties, the deficiency of Revenue to be supplied would, doubtless, fron the consequent facilities
for increased importation from the United States and North Americau Colonies, amount to not less
than £30,000. But if the arrangement for Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States shall
embrace only the staple produce of those countries, viz.:-Bread, Flour, Pork, Butter, Corn and
Meal, to which alone it is the desire of the Assenbly that it should be restricted (as vil] be seen on
reference to their Resolutions, adopted on the 21st of April, 18â2), and beyond which it certainly
would not be politic to extend it as regards this Colony, the deficiency of Revenue from the remission
of duty on the articles last mentioned, imported from the United States (which last vear amounted to
£8,416) would, probably, not exceed £10,000, and on the like articles imported from the North
American Colonies (which last year amounted to £5,237 4s. 3d.) would not exceed £7,600.

14. Takiig the average for the last three years, of the following staple articles of produce
exported, viz.:-Dried and Pickled Fish, Oil and Seal Skins-duties levied on thein at rates equi-
valent to about 5 per cent. of their value, (for instance, on dried Cod Fish 6d. per quintal-pickled
Salmon, 2s. per barrel-herrings, Od. per barrel, Seal and Cod Oit, 20s. per tun, and Seal Skins, lid.
each), ouglit to vield from £35,000 to £40,000. Making allowance for difficulty of collection and
other ontingencies, the produce of these duties may reasonably be reckoned at from £25,000 to
£30,000 per annua, Ivlich would more than comipensate for the loss of Revenue on imports of staple
produce from the United States, as well as the British American Colonies-the commerce viti which
cannot be placed on any differenit or less advantageous terms than that with the United States. From
the best information I have been enabled to obtain, I have reason to believe that such a mode of
raising a Revenue in return for a freedom from taxes on provisions, would not press unfavourably
upon the credit or resources of the Colony; and it seems to be admitted on all sides as the obvionîs
substitute for duties upon imports which it may be necessary to remit in the event of any alteration
in our commercial systei.

15. ln the event, however, of Newfoundland being embraced in any treaty of reciprocity
between the Colonies and the United States, it is most desirable that a stipulation be made that a
duty equal to6 per cent. ad valorei should, for the purposes of Revenue, be levied equally on all
imports-an equivalent duty being levied in the United States on the produce of this Colony.
Such an arrangement, which is also in accordance with the views of the Assembly, and is adverted
to in my Despatch, No. 41, of the 28th June last, would be the most satisfactory to al] parties here,
and preserve our Revenue intact. Until the public debt is somewhat reduced, it is of great impor-
tance not to disturh our existing sources of Revenue. On the other hand, if Américani and conse-
quently Canadian produce must be imported free, 1 see no means other than duties on exports by
which the Revenue can be maintained at its requisite amount. Direct taxation in this Colony is
quite out of the question.

I have the honour ta be, my Lord Duke,
Your Grace's most obedient humble servant,

Bis Gràce the Duke of NEWCASTLE, &c., &c., &c. (Signed) KER. B. HAMILTON,
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From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to Dis Excellency the Governar, with reference
to the Addiess of the Council and House of Assembly, praying for a Loan of
£50,000 to be expended on Main Lines of Road.

(Cory.) Downing Street, 3rd Noveniber, 1853.

SI R,-

By your Despatch of the 16th of September, I obtain a sufficient insight into the state
of the Finances of Newfoundland to enable me to answer the address from Her Majesty's Council
and Bouse of Assembly, soliciting from the Imperial Government a Loan of £50,000 for the con.
struction of Main Roads.

2. I on n I did not anticipate, when I called for the information now communicated, that it
would disclose the existence of sucli difficulties on the part of the public of the Island, as not only

put it out of my power to comply with the address, but impose lapon me the duty of urging retrench.
ments, and requiring of you to make a determnined effort to reduce their liabilities withii the compass
of their means.

3. I collect from Statement No. 1, in the enclosures to your Despatch, that on the 5th of Septem.
ber lat there was oving a sum of £ 114,568 6s. Sd., borrowed at a large rate of interest, chiefly to
carry on public works. Each of the last 10 years bas added largely to this debt, and I can well
believe that though redeemable by payments of varving anounts in each of the next 12 years, its
extinction within that period is improbable.

4. But this is not the only debt of the Colony. In Statement No. 2, I observe £1970 5s. 3d.
due for outstanding warrants and interest, and £6,933 on account of Treasuri notes. You inforin
me that these notes are in circulation, and that it is not intended to call them in ;-they constitute,
therefore, a paper currency practically inconvertible, and as they rest upon a basis so unsound as the
general credit of the Colony, there is no adequate security against their depreciation. They should, I
think, be called in on the first opportunity.-Another sum of £2893 19s. 2d., due the Commission-
ers of the Lunatic Asylum, and ofColonial Building and Market House, requires to be explained, as
it would seem almost as if noney raised under Loani Acts for specified and defined objects had been
earried to the account of the general Revenue, though I am aware of no legal authority for such a
diversion of the money.

5. With regard to the Returus of lucome and Expenditure for 1853, I regret to find that thev
exhibit a balance against the Colony of £20,303. The Road grant and Miscellaneous grants have
evidently been voted without reference to the amount of the available income. I hope to be satisfied
by you that the Executive is not responsible for the ruinous disproportion; but the duty of tie
Executive consists not merely as you suppose in economising authorised expenditure, but by doing
its best by exposition and argument to prevail upon the Legislature to make no grants, the means of
meeting which it does not at the hame time provide. Unless this be done there is no resource, no
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alternative but debt: nor do I wonder that you l foresee the necessity" of bringing a loan of several
thousand Pounds in aid of the deficient income of the current year. But can I have a stronger
argument than this necessity, to establisl indisputably the imprudence of borrowing from the linperial
Government £.50,000 for making new roads at such a time, and with the finances of the JIland in
such disorder 1

6. My answer then to the Address of the Council and Assenbly is that I cannot advise tie
loan. And I may consequently dispense with an inquiry into the return of the security which you
offer for its repayment with interest, aid into the prospect wvhich there is that your anticipations of
a surplus of income in 1854 and following years, will be realized. I know of but one way by which
that resuit can be brought about: it is to institute a rigorous scrutiny of every item of public outlay,
and by admitting the validity of such only as are supported by urgent and imperative considerations
of general interest, to bring down the total expenditure of ail sorts to that point which will enable you
to carry on the administration of the Colony without borrowed money, and perhaps place at your
disposal a surplus available for the redemption of existing debt, and for the maintenance of faith with
your public creditor.

This course 1 have to instruct you to take, and after furnishing me with information on the seve-
rai matters adverted to above, to report the progress you may make in bringing round the finances of
the Cohin3.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant.

(Signed) NEWCASTLE.

Governor HAMILrON, &c., &c., Newfoundland.

A P P E N D I X, No. 6.

PETITION

Of Robert Rodger, for ofice of Reporter.

To TrE HoNoURABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THE PETITION OF ROBERT RODGER.

Humbly Sheweth,-

That the office of Reporter to your Honourable House having become vacant by the
death of the late H. Mooney, Esq., your Petitioner begs leave respectfully to offer himself as a candi.
date for the situation.
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That feeling himself competent for its duties, your Petitioner ventures to hope that your Ilonour-

able House will be pleased to appoint him to the vacant office.

And as in duty bound your Petitioner will ever pray.
ROBERT RODGER.

A P P E N D I X, No. 7.

PETITION

Of W J. Ward, to be appointed Publisher of the Debates of the CounciL.

To THE HONOURABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNcIL, IN SESSION CONVENED.

THE MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM JAMES WARD, PROPRIETOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE "MORNING POST."

Respectjully Sheweth,-

That your Memorialist, 'who was the first to attend the meelings of your Honourable
House to report and publish its proceedings, was last year apponted Publisier of the Reports by
your Honourable Bouse, and has made the necessary arrangements for the performance of that ser-
vice during the present session.

Your Memorialist, therefore, humbly prays that your lonourable House will take these
circumstances into consideration, and be pleased to recognize the continuance of the said appoint-
ment of your Memorialist as Publisher of the Reports of the Proceedings of your Honourable
Bouse.

And your Memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever Pray.
WILLIAM J. WARD.

St. John's, Newfoundland, February 3rd, 1854.

APPENDIX No. 8.

PETITION

Fron Inhabitants qf Cape Ray and Cape Quirpon, on the subject of their being deprived by
the French and Americans of the right of the Salmon and Cod Fishery heretofore
held by them.

TO TUE HONOURABLE HLER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL oF NEwFouNDLAND.

We, the undersigned, inhabitants of the Island of Newfoundland, between Cape Rory

aad Cape Quirpon, beg most respectfully to represent to your Honourable Bouse that we have been
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long residents, and most of ub bora here; that our forefathers and ourselves have fished the brooks,
rivers and coasts, in many instances, seventy years; that of late years French subjects bave violently
dispossessed us of the most valuable brooks and rivers; that as British subjects we have. a concurrent
right to the Cod Fishery (as by Treaty) vith French and American subjects, from which the French
now exclude us,

Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honourable House to take our case into your favourable
consideration, and represent the hardships and grievances we endure, to the Imperial Government,
as we cannot believe that Great Britain will allow her subjects to be deprived of the Salmon Fisheries,
hitierto used by thein, or the joint use of the Cod Fishery with French and American subjects, as
reserved tothem by Treaty.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM GENGE.
ABRAHAM GENGE.

(And 43 others.]

'A P P E N D I X, No. 9.

PETITION

Of Messrs. Brooking, for a reduction of the Light Dues on large Steam Vessels entering the
Port of St. John's, 4-c.

To THE HONOURABLE THE COUNcIL oF NEWFOUNDLAND IN LEGISLATIVE SEssIoN CONVENED.

THE MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED,

lumbly Sheweth,-

That yonr Memorialists are Agents to the Canada Steam Navigation Company, and that since
the 25th of June last the ships "Lady Eglinton," "Sarah Sands," and "Cleopatra"-three of the
said Company's Steam vessels-put into this port for a supply of coals and provisions, and that the
sum of Sixpence sterling ' Ton was paid to the Collector of the Colonial Revenue at this port, for
Light Dues exacted from the said vessels, under the provisions of the Act 15 Victoria, cap. 3, and
amounting in the aggregate to £53 10s. 6d. sterling.. We beg respectfully to draw the attention of
your tionourable House to the very heavy charge in this manner imposed on such vessels, and which,
we assure your Honourable House, tends to discourage the desire the said Company have to make
this a Port of Call for their Steamers.

Your Memorialists humbly pray your Honourable House will be pleased to take this matter
into your consideration, and to cause to be refuuded such a proportion of the aforesaid sum of £53
10s. 6d., Sterling, as in thë wisdom of your ionourable House the case may seeim to deiand."
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Your Memorialists would also pray your Honourable House to sanction such an alteration in
the said Act 15 Victoria, Cap. 3, as will fix a maximum amount of Tonnage on each Vessel, at which
the sum of Six Pence Sterling per Ton slall cease to be imposed, so as to reduce the Light Dues, on
large vessels entering this Port, to a fair and reasonable charge.

And your Memorialists will ever pray.

]BROOKING, SON & CO,

Saint John's, Newfoundland, 27th April, 1854.

APPEN DIX, No. 10.

PETITION

Fron Heart's Content for a grant for a Post Ofßice.

TO THE ÈIONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT, AND OTiiER MEMBERS OF lER MAjESTYS COUNCIL OF

NEWFOUNDLAND CONVENED.

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE INIÏABITANTS OF HEÀRT'S CONTENT, &c., &c.,

Prayeth,-

That your Honourable House do grant a sum of Money towards the erection of a Post Office
in this Harbour, as being the most important settlenent on the South Shore of Trinity Bay, as
contiguous to Carbonear, containing the largest number of inlabitants, and having the most extensive
outfit for the Fisheries.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

H. LIND, E. M.
JOHN PEARCY.

[And 54 others.]

AP P E N D 1 X No. 1L

PETITION

Fron Ilarbour Grade, Port-de-Grave, 4ec., in favour of the Nemfouidland School Society.

TO THE [oN. THE LEGISLATIVE COUNcIL oF NEWFOUNDLAND IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION CoNVENED.

THE MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED INHABITANTS OF HARBOUR GRACE, PORT DE GRAVE, &c.,

Humnbly Sheweth,-

That vour Memorialists, viewing the Newfoundland School Society, now connected with the
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Colonial Church and School Society, as under Divine Providence, one of the main instruments in
causing the inhabitants of this Colony duly to appreciate the advantages of Education, and as the
means, during the thirty years of its existence, of conferring innumerable and inestimable blessings
upon this country, deem it their bounden duty to record their heartfelt gratitude to the Society for
the benefits already bestowed, and to your Honourable House for the favourable consideration and
liberal support from time to time given to this Educational Institution.

That the Scliool in this Town, under the auspices of the above named Socîety, has been in
operation for eight and twenty years, and that from eighty to ninety children are daily receiving a
sound religious, moral, and useful education thereu.

That your Memorialists, thankfully acknowledging the many and great privileges bestowed
upon them and their children through the instrumentality of this Society, and cordially desiring
these privileges to be continued and extended, earnestly pray your Honourable House to give it the
largest amount of suppart and encouragement your Honourable House feel able and consider proper
to grant.

And your Nlemorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

flarbour Grace, February Sth, 1854.

JOHN STARK.
BERTRAM JONES.
G. C. GADEN.

[And 974 others.1

A P P E N D I X, No. 12.

PETITION

From Greenspond,for Grant for the Colonial Church and School Soctety.

To lUE HoNOURABLE RER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL oF NEWPOUNDLAND.,

THE PETITION OF THE INHABITANTS OF GREENSPOND,

Humbly Sheweth,-

That we, the undersigned, friends of the Colonial Church and School Societv, former-
ly desigiated the Néwfoundland School Society, having been eye-witnesses of the beneficial effects of
the said School Society, are anxious to bring the same before the notice of your Honourable Council.

That since the establishment of the Society in this place (which is now upwards'of twenty-six
years), there have been:admitted into its .School nearly nine -hundred children, to whom the said
Society lias been the only means of imparting a sound and scriptural education. That there are two
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hundred and seventy individuals annually receiving instruction in the said School at Greenspond, two
qundred and fourteen of wiom are in daily attendance.

Apprehending that the said Soeiety nay be involved in some difficulties with regard to funds,
and so cramped in its useful operations in this place as well as in others, your Petitioners most earnest-
1y pray, and huimbly beg, that your Il onourable Council will be pleased to aid and assist the Colonial
Church and School Society, by continuing the usual grant which your Ilonourable Council has always
so liberally bestowed. Then shall we be encouraged to hope that the worthy Society will be able to im-
part to our dear children, and to others after them, the blessings of a necessary and useftul education.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

JOHN MUSSON.
L. MOORE, J. P.

[And 53 others.]

A P P E N D I X, No. 13.

BEIPORT

Of the Committee of the St. John's Marine Insurance Company, io the first Annual General
Meeting of the Proprielors, held in the Office of the said Company, Exchange Build-
inqs, on Tuesday, the Tenth day of January, A. D. 1854, pursuant to the Act of
Incorporation.

Of the Two Hlundred Shares provided for by the Act, One Hindred and Fifty-two
have been issued, leaving Forty-eiglt unappropriated.

The first Policy was issued on the Fifth day of February, 1853; the office has therefore been in
working operation Eleven months, during which time it has taken Risks amounting to £400,333,
the aggregate Premium thereon being £ 0,546 14s. 3d., a much larger amount of business than was
ever transacted by the old office in any one year, notwithstanding that other similar institutions
have arisen to share the public påtronage; ivhile the amount of Premiums received exceed the
average of the last Five years, in the face of a reduction in the rates charged of fully 25 per cent.

The subjoined statement will shew the Financial position of the Company up to the end of the
past year, say 31st December, 1853.
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STATEMENT.

Da.
To Current Expenses, inciluding

Salaries, Office Rent, and other
contingencies, as #? acet. ex-
hibited at the meeting ..........

12 Months' Interest on paid-up
Stock a 6 #. cent on £1520

Balance in hand, viz.-
Cash in Bank of
B. N. A.............£2070 8 7
Gold.,.............. 1892 3 0
Securities........ 2546 15 4

6509 6 il
From which amt. de-
duct for Premiums
received on Risks not
terminated, carried
to new account

£595 8 9

91 4 0

£686 12 9

507 10' 3 6001 16 8

£6688 9 5

The following claims on the Com-
pany have yet tobeexamined and
decided on by the Committee,
viz.-

Loss on Goods W Marie Dolphene
Ditto on Freight per Dash
Ditto on Ship and Cargo New

Lancet, about............ ..........
Average per Lena...............

660 0
300 0

1000 0 0
60 0 0

£2020 0 0

Ca.
By Deposit on 152 Shares, e £10

«? Share.................... £1520 0 0
Profit on Risks as #?Account exhi-

bited at the General NMeeting
£5675 19 8

From which deduct for Premiums
received on Risks not yet termi-
nated...............£507 10 3 5168 9 5

£6688 9 5

Errors Excepted.
St. John's, New'foundland,

Decenber 31st 1853.
JOHN B. BULLEY,

Agent.
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APPENDIX, No. 14.

GENERAL A BSTRACT of the Newfoundblnd Marine Assurance Company, as they
existed at 3 o'clock, i.rn., oit Tiursday. 121h January, 1854.

To 501 Sbares stock sold, £5 g sbare paid £2505 0 0 By Premiums due on notes and accts. £2898 2 1
Aint. to credit of Prov. Ins. Co. due and Investmcnts in Bills Exchange and en-
not due .... .... .... 1049 16 11 dorscd notes 6119 2 9

lient and other items unpaid .... 38 14 6 Cash in Bank B.N.A 194 18 4
Balance at credit of Profit & Loss acct. 5794 7 5 Ditto in Gold, &c. 176 0 8

£9387 18 10 £9387 18 10

To current claims . . .... 1531 7 3
Amt. to credit of Prov. Ins. Co. .... 1049 16 Il
Troposed dividend of 100 cW cent. con-
vertible to instalments on new shares 2505 0 0

Surplus .... .... .... 708 3 3

£5794 7 5 By Balance of Profit and Loss account £5794 7 5

The nggregate amount of Risks taken by this Company since 27th Dec., 1852, on
separate account, and prior to arrangement with the Provincial Insurance Co. £215,158 10 0

Ditto of Risks taken on joint account with ditto ditto ........................ 155,281 0 0 370,439 10 0
Ditto of Premiums on separate account............ ....................... 6,743 15 8
Ditto of ditto on joint account with Provincial Insurance Company..... ......... ,028 3 7 9,771 19 3
Ditto of current Risks at this date, both on separate and on joint account. ..................... 19,973 0 0
Ditto of Premiins charged for current Risks.. .......... ................. .............. 930 12 2
Ditto of Losses paid since 27thDecenber, 1852. ........................................ 1678 à 8
The Dividend paid in July, 1853, was 5 cW cent. on paid up capital (then being £2755 0 0).. .... 137 15 0
The amount of reserved Profits in July, 185ô, when the above dividend was declared, was.. 2......2230 il 3
The amount of Bonds for unpaid capital as per Share-list herewith, marked A...... . 10,020 0 0
Ditto of Real Estate held by this Company. ......... ...... ..... ............ Nil.

I, EDWARD L. JARVIS, Secretary of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company, do swear

ihat the above is a true return of the state of the affairs of the said Company, up to the time above-named.

EDWARD L. JARVIS.

sworn to before me at St. John's, this Slst January, 1854.

CHARLES SIMMS,
Com. of Afidavits.

We, the undersigned, Directors of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Company, do certify that the

books of the said Corporation indicate the facts above stated by the Secretary thereof, and that we have full confi-

dence in the truth of this return.
JAMES J. GRIEVEI, Presi:dent.
ROBERT PROWSE,
PATRICK TASKER,
HENRY K. DICKINSON, Directort.
W. M. BARNES,
JAMES SHANNON CLIFT,
JAMES J. ROGERSON,
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A
IA R7TICULA R STA TE M ENT, shewinq the names of the Stockholders in the Nezc/>undland

Marine Assurance Conipany, on 12th January, 1854; the number qf hares held b1> each,
the amounts paid up, the amounts secured by Bonds, and the names of the Stockholders,
sureties, respectively.

Stockho!ders. Sharer

Lawrence O'Brien ......
Janies J. Grieve ......
Robert Provse ......
Ilenry K. Dickeuison ...
Eugenius Harvey ......
.ohn) Munin ... ......
Kenneth McLea ......
James S. Clift... ......
James Furlong ......
Tnos. Ilarrison Ridley:..
William Il. Ridley ......
William Donnelly ......
John J. Roddick ......
Peter G. Tessier ......
William .L. Solomon ......
John Barron ... ......
James J. Rogerson ......
Philip Duggan ......
William M1. Barnes ......
Patrick Tasker ......
John Bond ... ......
David Steele ...

Richard O'Dwver ......
Nicholas Cusack ......
James Cormack ......
Robçrt Pack '.. ......
James Crowdy
Joseph Crowvdy ......
Nicholas Mudge ......
Alexander $i1itchell ......
John O'Mara ... ......
Laurence Maccassey ......
William logan ......
Edward White ......
Laurence Geran ......
William W. I.emessurier
William H. Mare
Edward M. Archibald* ...

Paid Up. Sureties.

£ s.d.
150 0 0 Richard O'Dwyer ......
150 0 0 Eigenitis larvey ......
150 0 0 Henry K. Dickenson ......
150 0 0 Robert Prowse ......
175 0 0 .James J. Grieve
100 0 0 William Donnellv ......
75 0 0 William Doinelly ......
75 0 0 William M. Barnes ......
60 0 0 Laurence O'Brien
50 0 OJohn àlunn ...

50 0 OJohn ïlutnn ... ......
50 0 0 John Munn ... ......
50 0 0 Robert Prowse ......
50 0 0 William H. Mare ......
50 0 0 Alexander Mitchell ......
50 0 O .ohni Bond ... ...
50 0 0 Williimii îl. Barnes ......
50 0 0 John Fox ...... ......
50 0 0 James S. Clift ... ......
50 0 0 David Steele ... ......
50 0 0 James McLauglian ......
50 0 0 Patrick Tasker ......
50 0 0 Latirence O'Brien ......
50 0 0 Edward D. Shea
50 0 0James J. Grieve
50 0 0 Peter Rogerson
30 0 0 Joseph Crowdy ......
30 0 0 Jaunes Crowdy ......
25 0 0 John Bond ......
25 0 0 James Chalmers ......
25 0 0 Samuel Carson ......
25 0 0 William tHogan ......
25 0 0 Lawrence Maccassey ......
25 0 0 Robert 11. Job...
25 0 0''homas Row ... ......
25 0 O George Loveys ......
25 0 0 Peter G. Tessier ......
25 O' 0 James J. Grieve ......

2245 0 0 Carrie
P 2

Amts. Bonds.

115

00
600
600
600
700
400
300
300
240
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
200

. 200
-200-
200
200
200
200
200
200
120
120
100
100'
100
100
100
100
160
100
100
100

" Carried forwvardi 449 d forwardl £8980
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Stookholders. Share.t Paid up. Sureties.

-- I-I -I -

B
James NcLaughlan
Patrick Devereux
William Parsons
John H. Cozens
Philip Hutchins
James Chalmers
James Cullen ...
Hugh Il. Roche
George Loveys
Walter Dillon ...
Henry Winton...
Thomas Avery
Charles Crowdy
Edward Bowring

rought forward

Shares

449

3
3
23

2

10

501

£ s.d.
22245 0 0

25 0 O
25 0 O
25 0 O
15 0 0
15 0 0
15 0 0
1)0 0
10 ( 0
10 O 0
5 00
5 00

50 0 O
25 0 O
25 0O

2.505 O 0

Brought forward
John Bond ...... ...... ......
W alter Dillon ... ...... ......
Thos. Harrison Ridley ...
Henrv Winton ...... ......
Edward Bowring ...... ......
Alexander Mitchell ...... ......
Philip Duggan ......
Daniel J. lenderson ...... ......
William W. Lemessurier ......
John V. Nugent ......
John Il. Cozens ...... ......
Thomas R. Smith ...... .
Joseph Crowdy ......
Philip HFutchitns ......

EDWARD L. JARVIS,
Secretary.

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the afairs of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance Com-
pany, to 9thz May, 1854.

To Balance on 12th January £5794 7 5
1000 shares Stock, £5 per share
paid (Securities for Balances
incomplete) ..................... 5000 0 o

Premiumsfrom 12th January to
9th May on expired, £2203
Os. 9d., and unexpired, Risks,
£2910 1s. 4d.................... 5113 2 1

Balance to credit of Prov. ins.
Co. due and not due, and sub-
ject to charges................... 2310 4 6

Profits on Investments, Dis-
counts, &c......................... 31 5 5

£18,248 19 5

E. L. JARVIS,
Secretary.

By dividend 16th Jan., converted
to Stock...... ..................... £2495

Notes and Bills receivable....... 4279
Balances due to N. M. A. Co. 4134
Ditto by Bank B. N. A.......... 1669
Losses paid and premiums re-

turned since 12th January...-. 2781
Working expenses paid since
January......................... 395

10 # et. due by Prov. Ins. Co.
on premiums..................... 247

Balance 9th May............ 2246

7 1

12 4

Il 4
0 1

£18,248 19 5

J. J. GRIEVE,
PATRICK TASKER,
L. O'BRIEN,
W. M. BARNES,
J. S. CLIFT,
IIENRY K. DICKINSON,J

Amt. Bond$.

8980
100
100
100
60
60
60
40
40
40
20
20

200
100
100

10020

116
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

ADDRESS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
On Representation Bill, S1.

ADDRESSES TO THE GOVERNOR,
In answer to Speech on opening the Session, 17.
To effect Insurance on Public Buildings, 22. Presented, 23.
To forward Address to Duke of Newcastle on Representation Bill, 84. Presented, 80.
On the subject of arresting Fires in St. John's, 70. Presented, 86.
To appoint two members of the Council to proceed to England-Presented, 86.

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS-by the Council.
On Telegraph Incorporation Bill, 30.
Steam Communication Suspension Bill, 37.
British Coin Rates Bill, 46.
Increase of Representatives Bill, 50.

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS-by the Assembly.
On Council's amendments on Increase of Representatives Bill, 55, 77.
Currency Regulation Bill, 84.

BILLS-brought in.
BRITISU COIN RATEs BILL, 40. Second Reading, 41. Committed-Reported with amend.

ments, 46. Read 3rd time and passed-Title, 47. Message from Assembly of having
passed, 84,
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BIILLS-brought in.-(Continued.)

CURRENcY REGULATION BILL, 40. Second Reading, 41. Committed-Reported, 47. Read
3rd time and passed-Title, 48. Message from Assembly of having passed, with amend-
ments, 84. Amendments read-Conmitted--Confereice on, recommended-Committee
appointed to draft Instructions, 85. The Instructions, 86.

BILLS-brought upfrom the House ofAssembly.

ELEcTRic TELEGRAPIH INCORPORATION BILL, 27. Second Reading--Committed, 28, 29.
Reported with amendments, 29. Re-com mitted-Reported with amendments-The amend-
ments, 30. Read 3rd time and passed, 35.

STEAM COMMUNICATION SUsPENsIorN BILL, 35. Second Reading, 36. Committed-Re-
ported with amendments-The amendments, 37. Read 3rd time and passed, 38.

ELEC'IRIC TELEGRAPH REPEAL BILL, 27. Second Reading-Committed-Reported, 29.
Read 3rd time and passed, 35.

INCREASE oF REPRESENTATIVES BILL, 37. Second Reading-Referred to Select Commit-
tee, 40. Report, 41. Committed, 46, 48, 49, 50. Peported with amendments, 50. Read
3rd time and passed, 52. Protest against, 53. Assembly passed anendments of Couneil
with anendments-The amendments, 55. Committed, 56, 57. Conference on, recomà.
mended, 57. Assembly accede thereto-Report of Select Committee of Inbtructionis to
Conferees on, read and adopted-The Instructions, 59. Conferees appointed-Report-
having delivered their Instructions, 61. Assembly's amendments on Coûncil's amendments
read 3rd time and passed, 62. Conference requested by Assenbly-Concurred in-Confe-
rees appointed-Report of-Assenbly's Instructions, 63. Conmittee on-Further Confe-
rence recommended witli Assembly-Select Committee appointed to draft Instructions, 69.
Rcport-The Instructions, 71. Assembly accede to Conférence-Conferees appointed-
Report, 72. Assembly request Conference on subject of fast Conference-Managers ap.
pointed-Report-Assembly's Instructions, 73. lViessage to Assenbly of liaving passed an
anendment of Assembly on Council's amendments, and of not concurring in others, 77.
Taken to Assembly-Assembly request free Conference-Managers appointed-Their
Report, 78. Message sent to Assembly in reference to report-Report of Managers at free
Conference, 79. Address to Duke of Newcastle on, 81. Address to Governor to forward
the same-Committee appointed to present it, 84. Report. 86.

CIIAIR OF THE HOUSE,
To be taken at 2 o'clock precisely, 15.

CONFERENCE,
On Increase of Representatives Bill recomnended, 57. Further, recommended, 69.
On Currency Bill recommended, 85.

Requested by the Assembly,-
On Increase of Representatives Bill, 63, 73. Free, on, 78.
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CUSTONIS,
Accouiit of Goods imported-and Account Current of Receipts and Payments for the year

euded 5th January, 1854, Appendix No 2.

COLONIAL SECRETARY,
Annoinces that lis Excellency the Governor ivill prorogue the Legislature on Wednesday,

(14tl June), 84.

D ESPATCII ES,
From the Secretary of State on the subject of Responsible Government, Appendix No. 3.

In reply to Addresses from Council and Assembly, on the subject
of the Fisieries, Appendix iNo. 4.

In reply to Addresses on the subject of a Loan of £50,000 for
MlainI Roads (3 Nos.), Appendix No. 5.

DOCUM ENTS,
Laid before the House by Mr. Secretary Crowdy, 24, 25, 26, 29, 55.

DE LEGATION,
To Secretary of State relative to state of the Colony, 84. Address to Governor respecting, 84.

Report on, 86.

ESTIM A T E,
Of the charge of defra3ing the Public Expenditure, Appendix No. 1.

FISI ERI ES,
Despatch in reply to Addresses of Council and Assembly on the subject of, Appendix No. 4.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Colonial Secretary announces that His Excellency the Governor will prorogue it on the 14th

Juie, 84. Prorogued, 88.

GOVERNOR,
Arrives at Council Chainber, 9.
Speech ofon on opening the Session, 10.
Address of Council in answer, 17. Reply, 20.
Arrives at Council Clamber and assents to Electric Telegraph Repeal, and Telegraph Incor-

poration Bills, 38.
A rrives at Cou neil Chamber and assents to Revenue Bill, 58. To close the Session, and assents

to certain Bills, 87.
Speech of, on proroguing General Assembly, 88.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CONFEREES,
Councis-On Increase of Representation Bill, 59, 71.

On A ssembly's amendmehts on Cirrency Bill, 8ê.
Assemblys-On Representation Bill, 63,73.
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Honourable Mr. Job appointed member of Committee of, 80.

LOAN,
Despatches on the subjeci of, (3 Nos.), Appendix No. 5.

MESSAGE TO IIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
Of having passed an amendinent of Assembly on Council's amendments on Representation

Bill, an-d not concurring in others, 77. Taken to the H-ouse, 78.
Hlaving reference to report of Managers at Free Conference on Representation Bill, 79.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
With Electric Telegraph Bill, and Electric Telegraph Repeal Bill, 27.
Concurring in amendrnents on Telegraph Incorporation Bill, 36.

On Steam Communication Repeal Bill, 38.
Of having passed amendments of Council on Representation Bill, with amendment, 55.
Agreeing to Conference on Representation Bill, 59.
Requesting Conference on subject of last Conference, 63.
Acceding to Conference, 72.
Requesting Conference, 73.
Requesting Free Conference on amendments on Representation Bill, 78.
Of having passed Coin Rates and Currency Regulation Bills, with amendments, 84.

NOTICES OF MOTION,
For Select Committee on the Rules of the Bouse, 13.
To suspend 37th Rule of the Hfouse, 14, 15, 27, 57.
To appoint Select Committee on Printing and Publishing Debates of the House, 14.
That the Chair be taken at 2 o'clock precisely, 14.
To bring in a Bill respecting Registration of Deeds, 22.
For address to Governor on Insuring Public Buildings, 22.
To bring in British Coin Rates Bill and Currency Regulation Bill, 40.
Of address Io the Governor on the subject of arresting Fires, 69.
To bring resôlutions of Assemibly on the conduct of the Council on the Representation Bill, un-

der consideration, 80.
To present an address to Governor for the appointment of Delegates from the Council to pro-

ceed to England, 84.

NEWFOUNDLAND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY,
Abstract of affairs of, Appendix No. 14.

PETITIONS LAID ON THE TABLE,
Of Robert Rodger, 14, Appendix No. 6.
Of W. J. Ward, 15, Appendix No. 7.
From leart's Content for Post Office, 27, Appendix No. 10.
Of Brooking & Son for reduction of Light Dues on Steamers, 47, Appendix No. 9.
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PETITIONS LAID ON THE TABLE-(Continied.)
From Greenspond, Spaniard's Bay, Harbour Grace, Portugal Cove, Bay Roberts, Brigus,

Petty Harbour, Bonavista, Island» Cove, English Harbour'and Ship Cove, Trinity and
leart's Content, in favour of Newfoundland School Society, 52, Appendix No. 12.

From Port-de-Grave, Bareneed and Salmon Cove, ditto, 55, Appendix No. 11.

PROTEST,
Against Representation Bill, 53.

PROROGATION OF TH E LEGISLATURE,·
Colonial Secretary announces that Bis Excellency will prorogue it on the l4th June, 84.

Prorogued, 88.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT,
Despatch on the subject of, Appendix No. 3.

RULES OF THE 11OUSE,
37th, suspended, 15; 28, 58.

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING,
The Debates and Proceedings of the House-Select Committee respecting, 15. Report, 16.

SELECT COMMITTEES,
To draft address to Governor in reply to Speech on opening the Session, 13. Report of, 14.

To ascertain when [is Excellency will receive the same-Report of, 19.
To report on the Rules of the Bouse, 14.
To report on Printing the Debates of the House, 15. Report of, 16.
To present address to the Governor respecting Insurance of Public Buildings-Report of, 23.
On Representation Bill, 40. Report of, 41.
To draft Instructions to Conferees on Representation Bill, 69. Report of, 71.

ST. JOHN'S MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY,
Report of affairs of, Appendix No. 13.

ST. JOHN'S WATER COMPANY,
Statement of affairs of, Appendix No. 15

HENRY WINTON, PRINTER, ST. JOHN'S, NEWFUUNDLAND.


