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DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE FOL'I;O\SIN(F DESPATCHES :
=« An Act to provide for the Goverhment of British Columbia ™ - T - -1
Letters Patent appomtmg James Dou"lm«, qu - (xnvemor and (ommander-m lewf of British
Columbix and its Dependencies - - - - - - 3
Instmctlons to Gﬁvemor Douglas | - - - 5 - = - L - 5
Ord'er,w"(,ouncll empowering the Gowemor o ke’ Ln.w:», and to prov e for t!w ithmmv
, tFation of Justice” - - - - - S
Tnstrument revoking so much of the Crown Grant of 30th May IS38 fo the Hudson's Bay ‘
Company for exclusive Trading with the Indians as relates to the Territories wmpnsed

. within the Colony of British' Columbm - - - - - - 2Ly
-l : 5 |

DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR DOUGLAS TO SECRETARY OF .s"rA'rE-,'

s - , U . ‘ "
——r - T : T ., a—
Number S, L

N TDate and Number. g SUBJECT. j e
c-'ﬁcﬁ"' ’ D e ‘ ’ §
C N T - i
1 | May 19, 1838 (23.) - { COUTEAU GOLD MINES, ENCLOSES PROCLAMATION
g , A RN G T OF CoSTOMY E
! LAWS. . NAVAL FORCE will be furnished by~ Captain !
! ‘ Prevost. Americans endeavouring tu foree a passage thwugh :
' { their owx’ Territories by way Columbm River - - ! 11
i
2 i June 10, 1858 (24.) - | REPORT OF VISIT TO I*ALL\ Ol‘ FRA.NI'.R’ RIVKR. !
‘ . From information .collected, is of opinion  that the wholc§
‘ country eastward of {3ulf of Georgia, a# Far north a< Johnston’s 4
t " ‘Straits, ayg \vcll as Fraser's River, is one continued bed of Gold. i
g - Suggeqts’ opening the whole Country for Settlement. Meascures |
for haying a Survey ing Staff in readiness. Seizure of Contra~ |
2 i band/Gooda and taking 16 unlxcented canves into custody - I3
3 | June 15, 1858 (25.) - | ENCLOSES ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR FOR OPENING !
' ! TRADE OF FRASE R’S RIVbR vStates tenbr of his Reph‘ i
. toit - - - . ¢
4 | June 15,1858 (26.) ~° DISTURBA\CL BETWEEN MI\LRS AXD \A’I'IVES
' . ' AT «HILL'S BAR.” REPORTS Measures he had adepted
in consequence. - ENCLOSES « HAND BOOK AND MAP
TO THE GOLD RF(*IO\ ” - - - -1 16
5 | June 19, 1858 (28.) - (,OL'TLAU GOLD MINES. F URTIILR REPORT AXD §
‘ SUGGESTIONS. Acconnt of Gold collected by Hudson’s j
' Bay Company: (10,000L.) _Instructions remur(:d re«ardmn ap-}
i pointment of Collector of Local Ducs - . W
: * £
6 July 1, 1838 (29.) - j COUTEAU GOLD MINES. Reporta inercased arrivals. Li-;
. cence Fees collected, amomnting to, 12.625 dolfars.  Encloses §
i Letter from M. Travaillot rcmu'dm" richness of spot called !
. i “Golden Bar,” beiny the first “suthentic Report of Gold being ;. ©
N o | ‘discovered in the Soil apart fromt the River bed | - =i 3
v | July 26,1858 (31) - | REPORTS PUBLIC MEASURES ADOPTED FOR THE |
- ! GOVERNMENT OF FRASER'S RIVER AND THE:®
! GOLD DISTRICTS. Regrets want of a pernanent Force for P
i ‘ [ Protection of Ret¢nue. Appointments made > -]
H .
8§ ! Auvgust 19, 1858 (34. )1 APPLIES 1‘0K A MILITARY FORCE FOR 'IFIL GOLD
P ‘ t DISTRICTS. . Submits observations on the opening the’ Route
i by Harrison’s River. Further pumcnlarss of the Gold Countr;. ,
- \ ¢ Encloses Map - - -, 27
Ny . A g ‘a2 ’
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. 12
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14

August 27, 1858 (35.)

-~

" .
August 30, 1858 (37.)

[

Sept. 9, 1858 (39.) -

Sept. 29, 1858 (40.)-

{
|

Sept. 50, 1858 (42.) -

o

MEANS OF RAISING A REVENUE.

i

i ’

) . y i
REPORTS INTENDED VISIT- TO FRASER'S RIVER on

acesunt of Disturbances there, accéll}pznni by Major Hawking,
* with a small fopce of Sappers and Miners, and Marines

ENCLOSES COPIES OF' INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO-

THE ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS ; also PRO-
CLAMATION establishing IARBOGR REGULATIONS -

BfEA!%U'RES TAKEN FOR MAINTAINING LAW AND

ORDER. Reportssteps tpken to raise Fupds.for muking Roads,
supplying Food, &c. | Observations respecting Licence Fees
and Duty on Imports.  Orderly conduct of the Mining Populs.
tion - ' - -

- - - - - - -

GENERAL AFFAIRS OF TIE COLOXY. ' No undue fayour

showrt to Servants of the Hwdson's Bay Company. « States inten-
tion to nse,caution in eoploying the Military and Naval Forees,
. American Population not in faveur of the appointment of
Americans as Magistrates or Crown Officers.  Attention called
. to the Services rendered by Captaing Prevost and Richards, of
Her Majesty’s Shipis + Satellite ” and.“ Plumper ”

- -

TRADE OF FRASER'S RIVER. The Instructions to allow

only British Vessels 1o mavigate. Fraser's River without a
Licenve are in necordance ywith exXisting Regulations, States
Tensons for having given an_ex
of the Hudson's Bay Compuny to trade with the Indians, but
ilLi ure follow Instruetions.  Observations on Procluma.
tion of $th May, which ha< e vi

ment with Pacitiec Mail Steam

i .
Packet Company never carried

intq effect.  Prepayment of Mining Licencesrand ITead Money |

will be-discontinned * -
States reasons for
having adopted the system of Mining Licenees. Prefers adop-
tion of the Views contained i Sir E. B. Lyttons Despatch,
No. 6. of the 31st July, of levying Import Dutics. - Anticipates
beneficial results from Land Sales.  The Surveyor-General has
been instructed to lay out Three Town Sites.

Condition of Native Indians - - - -

st

e s e e -

tended application to the Rights |

30

33

‘ Will attend to |
Instructions as to cmployment of Royal” Lngineers and Police. P
- 3

-

e e et

. "DESPATCHES FROM SECRETARY OF STATE TO GOVERNOR j)OUQLAS.'

‘Jl‘lly 1, 1858
(Confidential.)

LN

July 16, 1858'(4.)

July 16, 1858
{Confidential.)

4

-

July 80, 1858 (5.)

v

| NAVAL OFFICERS AT VANCOUVER'S ISLAND will be

dirccted hy Admiralty Yo 'Atﬂorq ASSISTANCE, but suggests
caution in employing Military or Naval foree -

}DISALLO\\'S PROQCLAMATION ISSUED BY THE GOVER.

NOR. Navigation of Fraser’s River above the mouth open to
British vessels only. Foreign vesscls must be Jicensed. Not
to.use powers entrusted to bim-in maintenance of the interests
of the' Hudson’s Bay Company. Disapproves of terins proposed
to Pacific Mait Company. Alterations of certain terms
required ‘

- , - - - - - -

<

GOVERNMENT OF NEW COLONY OFFERED TO HIM
CONDITIONALLY on ultimately disconnecting himself from
Hudsons Bay Company. Salary 1,000/, to be paid, for the
present, out of a Parliamentary. vote - - - -

’
i

PROPOSE SEXDING AN ENGINEER OFFICER with two |

or three subalterns and a COMPAXY OF SAPPERS AND
MINERS CONSISTING OF 150 MEN. Requests that
arrangements may be ‘made for their reception. Officer in
command will be provided with general. instructions, copy of
which will be forwarded b -

-

41

43
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19°

10
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12
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~

July 31, 1858 (6.) -

N

| August 14, 1858 (7.)

Avugust 14, 1858 (8.)

Angust 14, 1858 {9.)

September 1, 1858 -
(Separate.) -

i

Septm§2,‘1858 a) -

Sept. 2, 1858 (Z). -

Sept. 2, 1858 (3.) -

| sept. 2, 1858 (5.) -

1} I -
July 81, 1858 -~
}»  (Confidentigl.) -

{ T

MUST RELINQUISH ALL CONNEXION WITH THE
_PUGET SOUND COMPANY as well as the Hudeon's ‘Bay

. "Company if he accept the oftice of Governer. 1f it should not
~ conduce to his interests to disconnect himwself, his claims to

enter the scrvice of the Crown. in-the Colonies, should he

" desire it, will not bé oscrlooked by Her Majesty's Government «

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS, SUGGESTS- that moderato
dutics on beer, wine, spivits, &e., preferable to 'the imposition
of licences, for the purpose of raising an immediate Revenue.
Also disposal of public lands for the same purpnse,  Desirnble
that a site for a Seaport Town should be decided on.  The
general views of the Immigrants to be sscertained.  Parlia-
ment will lend its assistance in the early establishment of the
Colony, but expects, that it will shortly become’ self-supporting.
General policy to be that Representatiye Institutions and «elt-
goverhment should prevail. Royal Engincers to survey those
parts ‘suitable for settlement, and to suggest & site fur seat of
Gqvernment ; also us to rofuds, &e, Tmperinl Govermnent will
maintain engincers only for -« limited period. I further re-
quired Colony must defray the cost.  Surveys of land for

. private individuals to be included in price-paid for the property.
Engineers sent for scientific purposes, and not zolely for Mili-
tary objects.  Inspeetor of Poliee will be sent for the formation
of a Police Foree.  To consider the best-mians of dealing with
the Native Indians. Interests of the Nafives 1o be carcfully
guarded ; and attention to be given to the hest means of diffus.
ing the Christinu Religion. Friendly communications, as to
the hest means of securing the peace of the Colony, to be made

with Américan and other Ymmigrants.  Suggests’ whether |,

among the British and Foreign Immigrants persons can be
fouud to form a * Council of Advice.”  Requests an early reply

ou thesc several topies - - - -

TRANSMITS “AQT TO PROVIDE FOR THE GOVERN--
MENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA” - - -

FURTHER GENERAL ' INSTRUCTIONS. APPROVES

' various appointments and measures taken for raising 1 Revenue.
by Customs, also the payment of Mining Licence Fees. "Revoca-
"tion of Indson’s Bay Company’s Licence. Revenue derived
to be expended on thé necessary expenses of the Colony. » His
Salary 16 be paid by Imperial Government.  Meastves to_be
taken for the transmission of letters and levying postage.
Staff of Surveyors already cngaged in Vancouver’s” Island to
prepare “the way for the arrival of the Surveyor Generul.
Futurc Government of Colony. | Information required on
varions subjects - - - - .- -

INFORMATION REQUIRED’AS TO DISPOSAL OF LAND.
GENERAL DIRECTIONS as to ita dizporal. Enjoined not

. to show favoutr-to the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company -

DEPARTURE : OF ROYAL ENGINEERS. Introducing
Captain Parson’s in command of twenty officers and men,
Desired to afford every assistance to ¢nable him to commence
operations in anticipation of arrival of Coloncl Moody, R.E,,
to whom he is to afford every nccommodation - - -

TRANSMITS QUEENS COMMISSION APPOINTING
HIM GOVERNOR AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, to-
gether with the ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS - - -

FORWARDS ORDER IN COUNCIL making provision for the
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE - - -

TRANSMITS REVOCATION OF THE CROWN GRANT
OF THE 30th MAY 1838 TO THE HUDSON'S BAY
COMPANY, so far as it -embraces the Colony of British'
Columbia - - - - . - -
. ‘

NAVAL' ASSISTANCE. Transmits copy of correspondence

' wi%h the Admiralty - - - - . -

| a3
,; - nln

— -
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44

44

46

- 47

49
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51

51
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sept. 2, 1858 (6.) - | NAVAL ASSINTANCE. [lustractions Bave been sent o Rears
Sept. 2, 1858 (6.) Admiral Sir M. Seymour “to despateh 1er Majesty's™ ship
“Tribuny 7 with a~ many Mi@¥ines as can be spared.  Apprises
. him that the’Admiral was instiucted dn May last to send Hex
L v Majesty’s ships « Pyludes” and  Amethyst ”,
’ - T} 7 Station a« soon as their services in Indin and China should be
oy fiv longer required. 'The ships to go in the first instance to

5
[V

- Vancouver's Islind - - - - - . .

lSépt. 2.185% (%) - [ MILITARY AID. Transmits correspondence with War Office
. o 1 relative to sending Royul Engincers under Colond] Moody, who

OF INSTRIFCTIONS ADDRESSED TOQ COLONEL
MOODY. An officer=and twenty men will be despatcheqd, vii

P

Sept. 2, 1838 (8.; - | ALL EXPENSES OF THE ENGINEER FORCE TO BE |
DEFRAYED BY THE COLONY OUT OF LAND SALES
- in’ cousequence of information received (since Despateh No. 6.

Jf.‘ii-venue N WIS . - - -
POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS Transmits copies of correspons
dence with the Treasury on the subject of - -

Sept. 2, 1858 (9.)

Sept. 2, 1858 (12) Transmits letter from ABORIGINES PROTECTION SQCIETY
‘ INVOKING PROTECTION for their prople.  Desires atton-

to- tion to ir, but docs not adopt the Socicty’s views ax to how this
S iz best accomplished . - . - . )

Sept. 2, 1858 (13.) - | STATES THAT THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGA-
TION OF THE GOSPEL PROPOSES SENDING :ONE
OR TWO MISSIONARIES.  One will sail on the 15th Oct.

4

i

‘Sept. 2, 1858 (14.) EXCLOSES LETTER TO COLONEL MOODY ON THE
i - SCRJIECT OF GRANTING LAND, ON CERTAIN CON-

‘ L 1+ DITIONS, 10 the NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.AND
MEN OF THE ROYAL EXNGINEERS. REPORT AND

OPINION REQUIRED AS TQ REMISSIONS, ON THE

PUORCHASE 'OF LAXD, TO RETIRED OFFICERS OF

THE ARMY AXND NAVY. Requests Liats of Officers to be

+ sent from Englund, with Civil Situation-. also Ratex of Pay, To
Report by every opportimity on all yatters of interest . .

Sept. 2, 1838 (16.) - | DEFINING GOVERNOR'S LEGAL POSITION AND NA-
’ _ | _TURE OF IMMEDIATE DUTIES UNDER ENISTING
CIRCUMSTANCES - - i . . .

Sept. 2. 1858 (17.) - | JURISDICTION OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPAXNY.

- Encloses copy of correspondence with Foreign Office regarding
certain queries nddrossed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Wash-
ington by the Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company on the

«ubjeet of - - <

Seﬂt. 2,1858 - . ! SUGGESTS APPOI.\':TMENT OF GOLD COMMISSIONERS
(Separate.) ‘ xwith the powers of Magistrites ; ylo POLICE FORCE -

Sept. 16, 18358 (20.) - f‘ APPROVAL . OF THE PUBLIC MEASURES ADOPTED.
. ’ THANKS TO OFFICERS OF HER MAJESTY’S SHIPS
i "“SATELLITE™ AND “PLUMPER” GENERAL TN-

STRUCTIONS and approval of various nppointments - -

{
Sept. 23, 1858 (22.)- { TRANSMITS WARRANT = ATPOINTING  COLONEL
, - J‘sr(())cl)zll)h\' « CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND
VORKS” - R . .

 Sept. 24,1858 (23.)- | COLONEL MOODY 'TO HOLD DORMANT COMMISSION
[ ,  ASLIEUTENANT GOVERNOR - ~ - - -

'.
’

- -

: ; Oct. 11, 1858 (29.) - f JUDGES' SALARY fixed at 00l ] ] ..

Oct, 14,1858 - .| ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT. OF REGULATIONS IS
(Confidential) | SUED FOR MANAGEMENT OF GOLD FIELDS, AND
-, | PROCLAMATION ESTABLISHING HARBOUR REGU-

was written) that there was an ﬁnr]y prospeet. of raising a largd 1

10 the Pacilie |

i= also appointed Commissioner of Lands and Works. COPY |,

Panama, on the 2d Oct. - .-

_ LATIONS, &ec. Statement of views as to these Regulations - |

-~

-
%

<
[

92

O

61

63

67
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30 | Oct. 16, 1858 (30.) - z RECAPITULATES STEPS TAKEN WITH REGARD TO
N NAVAL MILITARY, AND POLICE ASSISTANCE. An-.
nounces further reinforcements despatched.  Views as to tbmr
employment. ‘Only to be rexorted to when other meanx prove in- |
suflicient.  Eatimate of Reve nue requested. |, Trusts a Police Force
B i & will woon he established,  Expression of uppmval of conduct - | 69
31 | Oct.16,1838 - - | ROYAL ENGINEER» ONLY TO BE EMPLOYED 1\
(Private.) SUR\'LYII\ G on arcount of expense - 71
2 Oct. 19, 1858 (32.) - E\CLOSI-S LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF
' CANTERBURY, ANNOUNCING ENDOWMEXNT OF-
% FERED BY MIQS BURDETT COUTTS FOR ’I‘HE "
« FOUNDATION OF A SEE, und Reply thereto - 2
; 'y
R & Nov. I, 1858 (35.) - El\(,LOQI‘b IN 9'1’]{(7("[‘[0"\Yq ADDRESQFD TO COLO\FL
. ‘ ’\IOUI)Y .- . 3
sdem o
Rt 4 * \
| n‘l ;
l N
APPENDIX . :
oL tI .
No. 1. MAP showing the dlﬂ‘arem Rmm w of Communiention with the (‘mid Reoions on Fraser's an;l
‘Thompson’s  Rivers - - - - - - - - 78 -
No. 2. HAND BOOK to the Giold Regions, }w A Amlmmon Iate Cluef er, gﬁUDSON'S BAY .
" COMPANY’S SERVICE - - - - - 79
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- Papers relating to British Columbia.

Cories of the Acr of Paruiasit to provide for the Government of Bririsn Covusbia

Goverxons' Comussion. and “Instructions ; Ogoer in Councis td provide for the
ApumvistratioN of JusTice ; and INsTRUMENT revoking so much of the Chown Grant
[upson’s Bay Comeaxy for cxchxsivé"lfm&n&”c with’
ritories_comprised within the Colony of Brimisit -

3. of the 30th May 1838 to. the
" .the Inp1ans as relates to. the Te
" COLUMBIA, * - ' =

y =

- r

-~

T - s

Axno Vicesfyo ijm

-

“ [

- ‘r “ , -
& Vicesimo Secuypo Vicrorie Recive,
\ o Car. XCIX,
An-Act to provide for the Government of British “Columbia.

[ Augﬁst 1838.]

" Waeress diyers-of Her. Majesty’s subjeets and others have, by the licence and consent
. of Her Majesty, resorted to and settled on cértain wild and unoccitpied territories on the
north-west coast of North America, commonly:known by the designation of New Cale-
"donia, 'and from and after the passing of this Act to be named ¢ Bririsu CovLumsia,” and
the islands adjacent, for mining and other purpose<; and it is desirable to make seme tém-
~porary provision for the Civil Government of such territories, until permanent settlenients
shall be thercupon established, and the number of Colonists increased: Be it therefore
enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of.

- the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 1n this present Parliament assembled, .

-and by the authority of thé same, as follows:

v .
,

I British Columbia shall, for the purposes-o

tertitories within the dominions of 'Her Majesty as arc bounded to the south: by the
fronticr,of . the United States of America, to the cast by the main chain of the Rocky

- Mountains, to the north by Si
and to the west by the Pacific

) '

JIL Tt shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by:

L4

any Order or Orders to be by Her

msson’s ‘River and the Finlay Branch of the Peace River,
: cean, and shall include Qucen Charlottc’s Island, and
all other islands ‘adjacent to the said territorics, except as herein-after excepted: ' .
from time’ Her Mujesty

to time made, with the advice of Her Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and
(subject to such conditions or restrictions. as to Her shall scem meet) to authorize”and
empower such officer as She may from time to'time appoint d4s Governor of British Columbia
to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and generally to make, ordaiu,
-qud establish all such laws, institutions, and. ordinances.as may be nccessary for the Majesty's sub-
pedce, order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others thereiii pro-
vidéd that all such Orders'in Council, and all laws and ordinances so t6 be made as afore- ‘jugpiy.

said, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliameut as soon as co

g ' .

' the making and enactment thereof respectivel

+ III. Provided always, that it shall be Jaw

. deem it convenient, by ‘any such Order in Council as af;

- rize and empower such officer to constitute a Leg :make
_order, and good government of British Columbia, such Legislature to consist of the,.

ful for Her /

Tajesty, so soon as. She may
said, to constitutc or to autho-

ture to make Jaws-for the peace,”

Governot and. a Council, or Council'and Assembly, to be ¢omposed of such and so many

persons, and to. be .

King George thé Third,

intituled « An Act for extending the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice in the provinges
* of. Lower and Upper Canada to the trial and' punishment of persons -guilty of crimes
“ and.offences within certain’ parts of North America adjoining to the said provinces :”
And whereas by an Act passed in the second vear of King George the Fourth, intituled pealed.
“* An Act for regulating the fur trade, and establishing a Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction
“ within certain parts of North America,” it was cnacted, that from and after the passing
B of that Act the Courts of Judicature then existiog or which might be thereafter esta-
blished in'the province of Upper Canada should have the same civil jurisdiction, power,- .
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f this Act, be'held to comprisé all sach Boundaries of

British Co-
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by Order 1
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‘be appointed, or-elected in such manner and in for such periods, and
. subject to such regulations as to Het Majcsty may seem cxpedient. R
* IV. And whereas an Act.was passed in the forty-third year of
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’ 'ﬂm’nau' and authnrity,‘ within the Indiar; territories and other parts of! America not within ihe,f
! CoLbNBIA. Timits of cither of the provinces of Lower or UTpper Canada or of any Civil Government -

Atm—— )

. of the United States, as the said Courts had or were invested with within the limitsof
.. tth,n‘v\{)r’oﬁnccs of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, and. that every ‘contract,
' asreementy debt, liability, and deman made, entered into, incurred, or.arising within the
said Tnidian territories and other parts of America, and cvery wrong and injury to the
person or-to property committed or done ‘within' the same, should be.and be dcemed to
be of 'the same nature, and be cognizable and be tried in the same manner, and subject
o to the same consequences-in_ all respects, as if the .same had becn made, entered into,
L incurred, arisen, committed, or donc within the said province of Upper Canada; and in
. " .the same Act are contained provisions for giving force, authority,- and effect within the
' said Indian territorics and other parts of America to the. process and acts of the said
* Courts of Upper Canada; and it was thereby also enacted, that. it should be lawful for
‘His Majesty, if He should decm it convenient so to do, to issue a Commission or Com-
issions to-any person or persons to be and act as Justices of the Peace within such parts
of America as aforesaid, as well within any territories theretofore granted to the Company
of Adventurers of England trading to Hudson’s Bay as within the Indian territdries of -
such other parts of America as aforcsaid; and it was further cpacted, that it should be
lawful for Ilis Majesty from time to time, by any Commission under the Great Seal, to
* authorize and empower any such persous so appointed Justices of the Peace as aforesaid
1o sit and hold Courts of Record for the trial of criminal offences and misdemeanors, and
also of civil causes, and it should be lawful for His Majesty to order, direct, and autho- -
 rize the appointment of proper officers to act in aid of such’ Courts and Justices within the.".
- jurisdiction assigned to such Courts and Justices in any such Commission, provided that
-wuch Courts should ‘not try any offender upon any charge or indictment for any felony .
made the subject of "capital punishment, or for any offence or passing sentence affecting -
o the lifc of any offender, or adjudge or cause any offender to suffér capital punishment or
transportation, or take cognizance of or try any civil action or stit in which the cause of
 such suit o action should exceed in value the amount or sum of two hundred pounds;
and: in every case-of any offence subjecting the person committing the same to capital
* punishment or transportation, the.Court, or any Judge of any such Court, or any Justice
or Justices of the Peace before whom anysuch offender should be brought, should
commit such offender to safc custody, and cause such offender to be sent in such custody
for trial in the Court of the province of Upper Canada: o
_From and after the Proclamation of this Act in British Columbia, the said, Act of the
forty-third year of King George the Third, and the said recited provisions of the sad
Act of the second year of King George the Fourth, and the provisions contained in such |
Act for giving force, authority, and effect within the Indian territories axid other parts of -
e America to the process and acts of the said Courts of Upper Canada, shall cease to have
P force in and to be applicable to British Columbia.. ' ' -
 Appealfrom V. Provided always, that all judgments given in any Civil Suit in British Columbia |
+ sudemensin shall be subject to appeal to Her Majesty in Council, in the manner and subject to the
sbe Prive . regulations in and subject to which appeals are now brought” from the Civil Courts of
Council”  (lanada, and to such further or other regulations as Her Majesty, with the advice of Her-
Privy Council, shall from time to time appoint. -
Vancowrers . V1. No part of the Colony of Vancouver's Island, as "at present established, shall be
:,mf‘,:‘_ comprised within British Columbia. for the purpose of this Act; but it shall be lawful
+ biubed not 1o for Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors,.on receiving at any time.during the contina-
e e Ance of this Act a joint Address from the two Houses of the Legislature of Vancouver’s
Inmbia. ‘Island, praying for the incorporation of that island with British Columbia, by Order to be
' made as aforesaid with the advice of Her Privy Council'to annex, the said island to
British Columbia, subject to such. conditions and regulations as to Her Majesty shall
secm cxpedient ; and thereupon, and from the date of the publication of such Order inthe .
said island, or such other date as may be fixed in such Order, the ‘provisions of this Act
shall be held to apply to Vancouver’s Island. ’ C
* Govermor.” V1L In the construction of this Act the term “ Governor” shall meéan the person for
.. - the time being lawfully administering the Government of British Columbia. '
Actwocontimme V1L This Act shall continue in force until the 3Ist day'of December 1862, and
December 1, tnenceforth to the end of the then next session of Parlisment : Provided always, that®:
1862. the expiration of this Act shall not affect .the boundaries hereby defined, or e right of
Exiranon of appeal hereby given, or any act dane or right or title acquired under or' by virtue of this

B s Act,~nor shall the expiration of this. Act revive. the’ Acts or parts of Acts hereby
' ‘re ! \ \“ -, - ol
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. L}r\wns Parent under the Great Seal appointing James Doucras, Esquire, to be Governor-
o8

.Dependencies.

¢

qg)eCommander-in-Chief ,in and over the Colony- of Brrrisy Corvmpia and . jts

\

* Lefters Palent, dated 2d September 1858;

g Vicronta, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irclund
-Queen, "Defender of the Faith, to Qur trusty and well-beloved James Douglas,
Esquire, greeting: - ‘

1. Wuereas We decm it expedient, in pursuance of an Act passed in the twenty-sccond
year of Our reign, intituled  An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,”
to make more particular provision for the Government of Our said Colony : Nowknow you,
that We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, and Joyalty of

" you, the.said James Douglas, of Our egpecial grace, certain knowledge, aad mere motion,
o 'ia‘ve thought fit to constitute and.appoint you, the: said James Douglas, to be, duting

Bririsie
Cort MrA,
[PV

-, .Qur will and pleasure, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Qur Colon y of

British Columbia and its Dependencies, and in and over ali forts and garrisons erected
and established, or to be erected and established, in Our said Colony of British Columbia,
comprising all such territories-4s are bounded to the south by the frontier of the United
States of Americe, to the east, by the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, to the north,

. Pacific Ocean, including Queen Charlotte Island and all other islands adjacent .to the
said territories, e:iéé‘ﬁfix%ﬁthe said islands Our Island of Vancouver, until the said

3Rl it e I Dy SR et R T e SRR e e

island shall, in pursuancesof the said Act, be hereafter incorporated into Our said Colony.

II. And We do hereby require and command you to do and exccute all things in duc
manner that shall belong unto your said command and the trust We have reposed in you,
.according fo the several powers and authorities granted or appointed you by this Our
present, Commission and the Instructions herewith given you; or according to such further

P

' you, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council, or by
'Us, through one of Our Pringg)al Secretaries of "State, and. according to such reasonable
laws as are now or shall hereafter be in force in Our said Colony. /s

III. ‘And whereas it has been appointed by Parliament that it sh 11 be lawful for Us,
by any Order or Orders fo be by Us from time to time made, with the advice-of Our
Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and, subject to such conditions and
restrictions as to: Us shall seem meet, to authorize and empower such officer as We may
. .appoint to administer the Government of Our said Colony, to make provision for the

administration of justice therein, and generally to make, ordain, and establish all such.

~ laws, institutions, and ordinances as may be hecessary for .the peace, order, and good
* government of Our subjects and others residing therein ; and whereas We have, in pur-
suance of the said Act, by Our Order made by Us in Our Privy Council, bearing datc
this 2d instant, ordered, authorized, empowered, and commanded Our Governor of Our
said Colony to make provision for the administration of justice in Our said Colony, and
generally to make, ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as may
be necessary for the peace, order; and good government of Our subjects and others
residing therein, wherein the said Governor is to conform to and exercise the directions,
powers, and, authorities given and granted to him by Our Commission, subject to all such
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed in'and by Qur Instructions under Our Signet
and Sign Manual accompanying Our said Commission, or by any future Instructions, as
aforesaid : Now We do, by this Our Commission, give .and grant to you, the said James
Douglas, full power and authority to constitute and appoint Judges, and, in cases requi-
site, Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other
necessary Officers and' Mmisters in Our said Colony and. its Dependencies, for the due and
impartial administration_of justice and putting the laws into execution, and to administer
_or cause to be administered unto them such oath or oaths as are usually given for the
* due execution and performance of offices and places, and for the clearing of truth in
judicial matters. . . o \ ‘ .

IV. And We do by these presents further give and ‘grm;t unito you, the said James
Douglas, full power and authority, by Prociiiamation or Proclamations to be by you from
2 .

by Simpson’s River .and the Finlay Branch of the Peace River, and to the west, by the .

powefS; directions, and authorities as shall at any time hereafter be granted or appointed |
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time to time for that  purposc issued under the Public Seal of Our said Colony, to make,

ordain, and cstablish all such laws, institutions, and o;dxpanccs as may be necessary
for the peace, order, and good government o_t' Qar Asub_]eqts and ot}_:crs_ ,rc.sulmg in
Our said ‘Colony and its Dependencies: Provided that such laws, institutions, and

* ordinances are mot to be repugnant, but, as near as may be, agreeable to the Laws

¥

and” Statutes of Our United Kingdom®of Great Britain and Ircland: Provided also,
that all .such’ Jaws, institutions, and ordinances, .of what nature or du‘rat]_on ‘soever, |
be -transmitted under the Public Seal' of Our said Colony for Our approbation or dis.
allowance, as 'in Our said Order provided: And We do by these presents require,
and cnjoin you that in making all such laws, institutions, and_.o!'dmance_s you do
strictly conform to:and obscrve the rules, regulations, and re_stnctlons which are or .
shall be in, that respect prescribed to you by OQur Instructions under Our' Royl
Sien Manual and Signet accompanying this Our Commission, or by any fature Instruc.

ti&ls, as afpresaid.. . l . , .
V. Aud We do hereby authorize and empower you, the said James Douglas, to keep
and usé the Public Seal Tor sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass.the seal of Qur

said Colony and its Dependencies. -

V1. And.OQur further will and pleasure is, that all -public monies raised, or which
shall be raised by any Proclamation or Law hereafter to be made within Our said Colony
and its Dependencics, be issued out by Warrant from you; and disposed of by you for
the support of the. Government, or for such ‘other purpose “as shall be particularly
dirccted or appointed in and by such Proclamation or Law, and not otherwise.

VIL And We do hereby give: and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, ful
power and =authority.to erect, constitute, and establish in Our said Island and its

‘Dependencies; such and so many counties, totwnships, parishes, ‘cities, boroughs, and

towns as you shall judge necessary. . , | ,

VIII. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, by
yourself, or by your Captains and Commanders by you to be authorized, full power and
authority to levy, arm, muster, command, and employ all persons whatsoever residing
within Our said Colony and its Dependencics, and as occasion shall' serve, them to march
from one place to.another, or to embark them for the resisting and withstanding of all
encmics, pirates, and rebels, both at sea and land,.and to do and execute all and every.
other thing 4nd things which-to Our Governor and Commander-in-Chicf doth and ought
of right to belong. = SRR : L : ‘

IX. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, full power

"g,nd authority, upon sufficient’ canse to you appearmng, to suspend from the exercise of
Tiis office within Our said Colony and its Dependencies any-person excrcising any offie

or place under or by virtue of any Commission or Warrant granted, or which may be

. granted by Us, or in Qur name, or under Qar authority, which suspension shall continue

and huve effect only until Our pleasure therein shall be made known and signified to you.

" And.We do hereby strictly require and enjoin you in proceeding to any such suspension

to observe the directions.in that behalf given to you by Our Instructions under Our
Sigoet and Sign ‘Minaal accompanying this Our Commission appointing you Governor
of Our said Colony. . k . o
X. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, full power
and ' authority, as you'shall sec occasion, in' Our name and on Our behalf, to grant to
avy "offender convicted of any crime in any Court, or before any Judge, Justice, or
‘Magistrate, within Our said Colony and its Dependencies, alpardon, either free, or subject
to lawful conditions, or any respite of the execution of any such offender for such
period as to you may'seem fit, and to remit any fines, penalties, or forfeitures whick
may become due and payable to Us, but subject to the regulations and directions under
Our Royal Sign Manual and Siguet accSmpanying this Our Commission, or in any

1

future Instructions as aforesaid.

XL And whereas it is necessary to make provision for the execution of this Our
Commission in the event of the death, incapacity, removal, or absence of you, the sid
James Douglas; from Our said Colony: We do hereby declare Our will and pleasure,
that in any of the .contingencies aforesaid the Government of Our said Colony shall be
administered by Our Licutensnt-Governor of Our said Colony; or if there-be 1o
Lieutenant-Governor upon the place, by the person whom We may . commission to
adm!mster the Government of ‘Oar said Colony; or if there should be no person $0
specially commissioned to administer the Government of Our said Colony, then by such,
person as you, by Warrant under your hand and seal, shall or may. appoint to admunister
the Government of Our said-Colony and its Dependencies, to all or either of which

o
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rsons We do hereby give.and grant all the-powers and authorities vested in you by this | Berrse
Our Commission and the Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet accompanying v ‘gowxmu.
the same I?rovided, nc_vcrthq]css, that if the exigencics of Our Sgwicc shall at’any time -
require your presence in Our Island of Vancouver, you do.continue to exercise all the
ywers and authorities hereby vested in you, as fully as if you were not abscnt from the |
limits of Our said Colony of British Columbia, ' ) ‘
.. XIL And We do hereby require and command all Officers, Ministers, Civil and 3
‘Military, and all other the inhabitants of Qur said Colony and the territories depending
thereon, to be obedient, aiding and .assisting unto you, the said James Douglas, orin.
the event of your death, incapacity, or removal or absence from Our said Colony, to
- such person or persons as may,-under the provisions of this Our Commission, assume
. and exercise the functions'of our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over, Our

said Colony.

Ly

) . o v
. . M

Instaverions to Our. trusty and well-beloved James Doueras,, Esquire, Our Governor
and Commander-in-Chicf in and ovér Our Colony of British Columbia and of its
Dependencics, or in his absence to Our Lieutenant-Governor or Officer admi-

_nistering the Government of Our said Colony and its Dependencies for the:
time being.. ' : ‘ :

Given at"Our‘Court at ‘Osborne House, Isle of Wight, the 2d ’d&y of September
1858, in the twenty-second year of Our Reign. o , :

I With these .Our Instructions you will receive Our Commission under Our Great
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, constititing you' to be Our.’

" Governor and Commander-in-Chief in aud over Our Colony of British Columbia and =
" its Dependencics ; you aré-thercfore’ with all convenient speed to assume and enters

upon the execution of the trust We have reposed in you. S '

IL.-And you are, with a]l due and usual® solemnity, to cause Our said Commission,
constituting you Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief' as aforesaid, to be read and
published in the presemce of the principal persons of Our said Colony, and ‘you- will
then and there take the Qath of Allegiance as presciibed by the Act of’ the Tirst year
of King ‘George the ¥irst, Statate 2, chapter 13, scction 2, and likewise the usua
oath for the duc execution of the office and trust of Our Governor and Commander-ig-

Chief in and over,Our said Colony and Dependencies, and for the duc and impartial
administration of justice, and further, the oath required to be taken by Governors of |
Plantations, to. do their utmost that the several laws relating to trade and the plantétions

be duly observed, which oaths any two Justices of Our said Colony and its Depenflencies

or of Vancouver’s Island, have hereby full power and authority and are reghired to  °
tender and administer unto you ; all which being duly performed, you will administer
the said Oath of Allegiance to each of the principal persons then present. ' -

IIf. You are, by yourself, or by any other peron to be authorized by you in that ~
behalf; to administer and to give to all and every'such persons as you shall think fit,
who shall hold any office or placc of trust or profit, or who shall at any time or times -
pass into Our said Colony and its Dependencies, or be resident therein, the said Oath
of Allegiance, save ooly iur cases whercin any other oath or oaths is or are prescribed
by the Statutes in that bebalf made, or by any of them, in which cases it is Our
pleasure and We do hereby direct: that you do adwinister to such persons. such: other
oath or oaths as aforesaid.

IV. It being of the greatest importance to Our Service and to the welfare of Otr’
subjects, that justice be everywhere ‘speedily and duly administered, and that all dis-
orders, delays, and other undue practicgs.in the admmistration thereof be effectually

. prevented, We do particularly require' you to take especial care that in-all Courts
where you, are authorized to preside justice be iwmpartially administered, and that_in .
dl other Courts established within our said Colony aud its Dependencies all Judges and
other ‘persons therein concerned do likewise perform their several duties, without any
 delay or partiality. - . ‘ '
~ V. And whercas We have by Our said Commission authorized, empowered, and
commanded you, by Proclamation, or Proclamations to be by you for that purpose
isued under the Public .Seal of Our said Colony, to make all such laws, institutions,
wd ordinances as may be necessary for ﬂjf peace, order, and good government.of Our
: _ 3
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subjects residi:;g' in our said Colony and:it.s Dependencies, and other persons, subjes, |
to the rules and regulations which are or shall be in' that respect prescribed to .yoy

by Our Instructions undér ‘Our Sign Manual and Signet accompanying Our said

,

Commission, ot by any future ‘Instructions as aforesaid : Now We do prescribe to you .

the following rules and regulations for your guidance:

VI. You are to obscrve, in making laws, that the style' of engctirig ‘the same be by the
.Governot of British Columbia. ‘ ‘

' - | -

VIL You are, as much as possible, to obscrve, in the passing of all laws, that.each

" different matter be ‘provided for by a different law, without intermixing in one and the

. same law such things as have no: proffer relation to each other; and you are more -
especially to take . care. that no clausejor clauscs be inserted in or annexed to any law

. imposed upon us-by treaty ;

which shall be foreign to what the tifle of such law imports, and that no perpetual
¢lause be part of any temiporary lay, andythit no law whatever bé suspended, altered,
‘continued, revived, or repealed by goheral yords, but that the title and date of such lay
so suspended, altered, coritinued, pévived,-or repealed be partrc\ular]y mentioned and -
expressed in the enacting part.. Ve ‘ o -

»  VIIL You are not to make ady law whereby any person may be impeded in ‘esta.
blishing the worship :‘/x}in)'gﬁty God in a peaceable and. orderly manner, although such:

worship may not b¢ conddcted according to the rites and ccremonies of the Church of
England ; ' ' o P
, IgX. Nor any law fof the divorce of persons joined together in holyxmgtﬁ'(u@ R,
X. Nor any law for granting land or money or other donation to yourself; = *
. XI. Nor any law for making any paper or other currency a legal tefider, cxcept the .
coin of the realm, or_other gold or silver coin; o ) Co
XII. Nor any law for Taising money.by the institution of public/6r private lotteries; -
XIII. Nor any private-law whereby the property of-any-indi¥idual may be affected, .
in which there is not a saving of the nghts: of Us, Uur heirs #ud successors;-and-of-all -
bodies politic or corporate, and of 'all other persons, excepting’those at whose instance or,
for whose especial benefit such law may be enacted, and thosé claiming by, from, through,
and under them; - C \ : .
XIV. Nor any law for imposing differential duties ; o
isions of which shall appear inconsistent with obligations

XYV. Nor any law the provi
~ XVL"Nor any law interfering with the disciplifie of our Land or Sea Forces in the
Colony; : ‘ " ~ YA ‘ :
XV}H Nor any law that shall purport to be/enacted for less than one year; . ..
XVIII. Nor any law, of an extraordinary dature and importance, whereby Our Prero-
gative, or the rights and property of Ouy’subjects residing in Our said Colony, or the
trade and shipping of Our United Kingdgm and its Dependencies, may be prejudiced;
XIX. Nor any law containing pfovisiéns to which Our assent has been once refused, .
or which have been disallowe s, C s ‘ B
XX. You are to take caré that all. Writs be issued in Our name throughout Our said
.Colony under your Go#ernment. | . ‘ o
XXI. You are todfuke especial care to regulate all sularies and fees belonging to places,
or paid upon.emeygencies, that they be within the bounds of moderation, and that no
extortion be mgde on any occasion whatsoever, as also that tables of all fees be public]
hung up in alfplaces where such fees are to be paids and you are to transmit copiespf
all such tablés of fees to Us, through one of ‘Out Principal Secretaries of State. ‘
'XXII. Itis Our will and pleasure that you do in all things conform yourself tg the
provisions contained in an Act.of Parliament passed in the. fourth year of the rgign of
His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled “ An Act to prevent paper /bills of
“ credit hereaftcr to be issued in any of His Majesty’s Coloniés or Plantations in/America
“ from being declared to be a legal tender in payment of money, and to pyevent the
¢ legal tender of such bills as are now sublisting from' being prolonged Yeyond the
¢ peériods limited for recalling in and sinking the same,” aud also of an Agt padséd in -
the thirteenth year of the reign of His late Majesty, to explain and amend the above-
tecited: Act passed in the fourth year of his reign as aforesaid ; and you gre not to give
your assent to or.pass any law whereby. bills of credit may be struck or-ifsued in lien of
money, or for payment of money, either to you, Our Governor, or to afly person what-
soever, unless a clause be inserted in such law declaring that the samé shall not take
effect until the said law shall have been -approved and confirmed by/Us, Qur beirs of
successors. - L ‘ , .
. XXIII You shall not, by colour of any power or authority hereby or othervis
granted or mentioned to he granted to you, take upon you to give, grant, or dispose of

~
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. any office or place within Our said Qolony and its Dependencies, which now is or shall be  Briruss
granted under the Great Seal of @ur United Kingdom, or to which any person is or shall Coruvszu,
be appointed by Warrant undey/Our Sign Manual and Signet, any further than you thay, — .
upon the vacancy of any suchyoffice or place, or upon the suspension of any such officer
' by you, sclect and nomingfc any- fit person to officiate in the interim, till you shall
| have represepted the mapfer to Us, through one of Our Principal Sceretaries of “State,
. which you are to do b the first opportunity, and have reccived.Our further directions
therein. = E o T o
XXIV. You are 0 transmit unto Us, through one of Our Principal Scerctaries of =
State, with all con®enient speed, a particular account of all" establishments of juris-
dictions, courts, offices and officers, powei$; authorities, fees, and privileges, granted and
settled, or which shall ‘'be” granted and settled, within-Qur'said Cslony and its Depen-
dencies, as likewise an account of all the expenses attending-the establishments of the
said Courts, and of such funds as are settled and appropriated to dis¢harge thé same.
© XXV. And whercas We have by Our said Commission authorized you, upon sufficient.
cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his office within Our said Colony
and its Dependencjes any person exercising the same under and by virtuc of any Cem-
¢ mission or Warrant granted or to be granted by Us or in Our name or under”Our .
' authority :' Now We do charge and require you that, before proceeding to any such
" suspension, you do signify, by a statement in writing to the person' $0 to be suspended, .
. . the grounds of such your intended proceeding against him, and that you do call upon
such person to communicate fo you in writing a statement of the grounds upon which he
may be desirous to exculpate himsclf, and if, after having cousidered such statement and - |
exculpation, you should persist-in’such suspension, you are to transimnit the said state-
ment and exculpation to Us through one of Our Principal ‘Secretaries of State, by the
. carliest conveyance ; bupif in any casc the interests of Our Service shall appear to you
_.fodemand that a persgh shall cease to exercise the powers and functious of his. office
. instantly, or before théreshall-be time to take the proceedings herein-before directed,
. you shall then interdict such person from the exercise of his-powers-and. functions, pre-- "
‘serving to him, hoivever, until such proccedings shall have been taken, the emoluments —
and advantages #F his office. : | -
. XXVI. Ang'whercas We have by Our said Commission given and granted unto you
full power and -authority, as you shall see occasion, in Our name and on Our behalf, to
grant to any offender convicted of any crime in any court, or before any Judge, Justice,
* or Magistfate within our said Colony, a pardon, either free or subject to Jawful conditions,
. orany rgspite of the sentence of any such offender for such period as to you may seem
fit: Ngew We do hereby require and ‘enjoin you to call upon the Judge presiding at the
. trial gf any such offender, who may fron time to time be condemned to suffer death by
any/sentence of any Court within Our said Colony, to make to you a written report of
4h¢ case of such offender, and specially to attend you thereupon, and such report of the
id Judge shall by you be taken into consideration, and you shall not pardon or reprieve
/any such offender as aforesaid unless it shall appear to you expedient so to do;, but in
all such’ cases you are to decide either to extend er ‘to withhold a pardon or reprieve,
+ according to your own deliberate judgment. ; 2 '
XXVIL. And whereas there have been great irregularities in the manner of granting
- Commissions to private ships of war, you are to govern yoursclf, whenever there shall be
occasion, according to the Commission and Instructions granted in this kingdom; but
you are not to grant- Commissions of marqgue or reprisal against any Prince or State, or
their subjects, in amity with Us, to any person whatsoever, without Our special command.
XXVIII. We do enjoin and' require that you do take especial carc that Almighty
God be devoutly and truly served throughout your Government, and that you will
.duly exercise the powers herein confided to you for-the cncouragement of Religion:and
morlity, so far as consistent with established Jaw.
. XXIX. It is Our farther will and pleasure that you do give your most serious atten-
ton. to the consideration and appliance of all proper methods for the erecting and
maintaining schools, in order to the training up of youth to reading andto a necessary
knowledge of the principles of Religion. .7
XXX. Yon shall from time to time give unto Us, through oné of Qur Principal Secre- .
tanes of State, an account of the wants and defects of Our said Colony and its Depen- -
dencies, what are the chief products thereof, what improvements -have been lately made,
id what further improvements you conceive may be made, or advantages gained by
rade, and in what way We may coptributc thereunto. . - : .
XXXI. If anything shall happen which may be of advantage or security to Our.
Colony andits Dependencies under ydurAGovernment which is not herein or by Our

\
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Brmsu | Commission provided for, We do hereby allow you to take orders for the prescnt thercin,‘

" Coromera. giving unto Us, through one of qu Pri_nmpg).l Secretaries of State, specdy notice thereof,

'~ =™ that so you may reccive Qur ratlﬁcagop, if We shall, approve of the same: Provided
always, that you do not, under colour of any power or authority hereby given to you,
commence or declare war without Our knowledge, und particular commands therein first |

' obtained for so doing from Us, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by Our Order

iri Our Privy Council: ' ‘ .

XXXII “And jou are upon all occasions to send to Us, through one of Our Principal |
‘Secretaries of State, a particular account of all your proceedings, and of the condition of
~ _ affairs within your Government. o

~~XXXIII. And whereas We have thought fit, by Our Commission, to direct that in
casc of your-death, incapacity, removal, or absence, and there be at that time no person
within Our said commissioned or appointed by Us to be Lieutenant-Governor, or
specially appointed by Us minister the Government of Our said' Colony aud its

ependencies, a person to be for tha osc appointed by yourself shall take upon him

" the administration of the said Government, witl the powers and authoritics vested in

yous it is nevertheless Qur express will' and’ pleasyre-that in such case the-personso-
administering the Government undet your Warrant shall forbear to make any laws but'
what are immediately necessary for the peace and welfare of Our said Colony and its
Dependencies without Our particular order for that purpose, and that he shall not take
upon him to remove or suspend any of the Judges, Justices of the Peace, or other officer,
civil or military, without good and sufficient reasons, of which he shall forthwith transmit
an account to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. ,
XXXIV. And whereas great prejudice might happen to Our Service and to the
sceurity of Our said Colony by your prolonged absence therefrom, you shall not upen
any ‘pretence whatever quit Our said Colony, without first having obtained Our leave for
so doing under Our Sign Manual, or through one. of Our Principal Secretaries of State,
excepting for the purpose of visiting' Our Island of Vancquver.‘

-

o .

-

Ax Orprr of the Query in Council empowering the Governor of Bririsn CoLumsia to

miake Laws, and to provide for the Administration of Justicc in the said Colony.” ™

. At the Court at Osborne House, Isle "tt)f Wight, the 2nd day of September 1858.
i PRESENT : :
The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

WaEreas by an Act passed in the twenty-second year of the reign of Her Majesty,
cntitled « An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” it is declared
lawful for Her Majesty, by any Order or Orders to be by Her from time to time made,
with the advice of Her Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and (subject to
such conditions as to Her shall scem meet) to authorize and empower such officer as
She may from time to time appoint to administer the Government of British Columbia
to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and generally to make,
ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as may be necessary
for the peace, order, and good govermment of Her Majesty’s'subjects and others therein:
Provided 'that all such Orders in Council, and all laws ‘and ordinances so to be made
as ‘aforesaid, shall be laid beforc both Houses of Parliament as soon as conveniently
may be after the making and cnactment thereof respectively; provided also, that it
shall be lawful for Her Majesty, so soon as She may deem it convenient, by any such
Order in Council as aforesaid, to constitute, or to authorize and empovwer such officer to
constitute, a Legislature, to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of
British Columbia, such Legislature to consist of the Governor and a Council, or Ceuncil
and Assembly, to be composed of such and so many persons, and to be appointed or
elected in such manner, and for such periods, and subject to such regulations, as to Her
Majesty may seem expedient : ‘ '

Governorem-  Her Majesty, by virtuc of the powers vested in Her by the said recited Act, and by
o m"mde ot and with the advice of Her Privy Council, is pléased to order and doth hereby order,
- authoriz¢, empower, and command the Governor, or the officer for the time being

. administering the Government of the said Colony of British:Columbia, to make provision

" for the administration of justice; and, farther, by Proclamation or Proclamations to be
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by him issued for that purpose, under the Public Seal of the said Colony, to make, Bemisa
ordain, and establish all such laws and ordinances as may be necessary for the peace, CoLrymia
order, and good efovcmment of Her Majesty’s subjects and others in the said Colonyv; . ™
subject, mevertheless, to the following couditions, that is to say: that every suchlaw ©
or ordinance as aforesaid shall hy the said Governor or officer administering the -
Government be with all convenicnt expedition transmitted to Her Majesty, for Her
approbation or disallowance thereof or of ‘any part thercof, through oue of Her Principal
Secretaries of State, and that the samc or any part -thercof shall not be in force within
the said Colony after Her Majesty’s disallowance as aforesaid shall be made known
therein: Provided nevertheless, and Her Majesty doth-hereby reserve to Herself, Her
heirs and successors, Her and their right and authority to make and establish, from time
to time, wg'tlx the advice of Her Privy Council, all such laws as may to Her or them
. dppear mecessary for the order, peace, and good government of the said Colony and its
" Dependencies, as fully as if this present Order had not béen made. ‘ .
" And it is ‘hereby further ordered, that in providing for the administration of justice in Adminisration
the said Colony, and the making all such laws, institutions, and ordinances, the said ofinsice.
Governor or officer for the tite being administering the Government of the said Colony
shall conform to and exercise all the directions, powers, and authorities given and

anted to him by Her Majesty’s Commission, the draft of which is hereunto aunnexed,
subject to all such rules and regulations as arc prescribed in and by the Instructions
under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet accompanying Her Majesty’s Commission, or
by any Instructions as aforesaid which Her Majesty, with the advice of Her Privy
Council, may fronv tinie to time make for his guidance herein. - o

Aund the Right Honourable Sir Edward Bulwer Lyttoun, Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s -
Principal Secretaries of State, is to give herein the necessary directions accordingly.

P ‘ : (Signed) C. C. GREVILLE.

Cory of an InsTruMENT under the Royal Sign Manual, revoking so much of the Crown °
Grant of 30th May 1838, to the Hupson's Bay Compaxy, for exclusive Trading with

__ the Indians, as relates to the Territories_comprised within_the Colony of Britisn
Corumpra, dated 2d September 1858. ‘
Vicroria, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, t6 all to whom these presents shall®
come, greeting : { : :

Waereas by an Instrument under the hand and seal of the Right Honourable Lord
Glenelg, then one of Qur Principal Secretaries of State, and dated the 30th day of May
1838, We did, for the reasons and considerations therein recited, grant and give Our licence *
to the Governor and Company of Adventurers trading to Hudson’s Bay, and their suc-
cessors, for the exclusive privilege of trading with the Indians in all such parts of North
America to the northward and to the westward of the lands and territories belonging
to the United States of America as shguld not form part of any of Qur provinees
in North America, or of any Jands or terfftories belonging to the said United States of
America, or to auy European' Government, ‘State, or Power, but subject, nevertheless, as
_ therein-after mentioned ; and did give, grant, and secure to the said Governor and Com-
pavy, and their successors, the sole and exclusive privilege, for the full period of twenty-
‘one years from the date of Our said grant, of trading with the Indians in all such parts of
North America as aforesaid (except as therein-after mentioned): Provided nevertheless,.
and We did thereby declare Our pleasure to be, that pothing therein contiined should
extend or be construed to prevent the establishment by Us, Our heirs of successors, 0
within the territories' aforesaid or any of theu, of any colony or colonies, Province or
provinces, or the annexing any part of the aforesaid territories to any existing coloyy
or colonies, to Us, in right of Our Imperial Crown, belonging, or constituting any such
form of Civil Government as to Us might seem meet, within-any such colony or colonies,
province or'provinces ; and We did thereby reserve to Us, Our heirs and successors, full _.
power and authority to revoke Our said grant or any part thereof in so far as the same
might embrace or extend to any of the territories aforesaid which might thereafter be
- comprised within any colony or colonies, province or provinces, as aforesaid :

And whereas We have, by Our Commission under the Great Seal of Our United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, ‘bﬁaring date at Westminster this second day of

4
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September 1858, in-the twenty-second year of Qur reign, and in virtue as well of the |

" powers vested in Us by an Act, cntitled * An Act to provide for the Government of

¢« British Columbia,” as of all other powers and authorities belonging to Us in that -
behalf, established within the territories aforesaid a Colony under the title ‘of Britigh ,

* Columbia, bounded, as in the said recited Act is mentioned, to the south by the frontier
of the United States of America, to the east by the main chain of the Rocky ‘Mountains,’

to the north by Simpson’s River and the-Finlay Branch of the Peace River; and tothe .
west by the Pacific Ocean, and including Queen Charlptte’s Island, and all other islands
adjacent to the said territories, except as therein-after €xcepted : ‘ E

And whereas it has appeared to Us expedient that the right of exclusive trade with

* the Indians given by Us in manner aforesaid to the Governor and Company of Adven.

turers trading to Hudson's Bay, and their 'successors, within the territories in the ssid
Instrument described, should no.longer be exercised by them within so much of those.
territories as is comprised within the said Colony of British Columbia : ' ‘
Now know ye that We do hereby revoke Our said grant contained in the herein-before
recited Instrument of the 30th May 1838, in so far as the same embraces or extends to
the territories comprised within the said Colony of British Columbia & ’
" And We do hereby declare, that this present revocation of Our said grant shall take
effect within the said Colony as soon as 1t shall have been proclaimed there by the Officer
Administering the Government thereof. - ‘ | o

-~
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‘Despatches ﬁ'QIp' Governm; Douglas. o Cﬁﬁ“f“&
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\ - No. 1.
" Coey of DESPATCH from Governor DouvcLas to the ‘Right Hon. Lord Si‘Am,EY, M.P. A NoL

(No. 23.)- *‘ Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, May 19, 1858.
‘ . (Received July 13, 1858.) ° .
My Lorb, (Answered, No, 4, July 16, 1858, p. 42.)

1. Smvee I had the honour of addressing. you on the 8th instant, on the subject
of the Couteau Gold Mines, it was, currently. reported that boats and other small craft
from the American shore were continually -entering Fraser’s River with passengers and.
goods, especially spirits, arms, ammunition, and other prohibited and noxious articles, -
and as those acts are in direct violation of the Customs’ %aws, as extended to the British
Possessiohs in America, and infringe the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, I took

_immediate steps to put a stop to those lawless practices, by issuing a Pfoclamation, of .
which a copy 1s transmitted, warning all persons against the consequences of such offences, _Enclosure.

~ and I have since, applied to Captain Prevost, of Her Majestyls Ship ¢ Satellite,” for .an ' ‘

effective force to carry out the measures proposed and set forth in my Proclamation.

© -9, That force it is intended to despatch to-morrow, under|the direction of an officer

of the Customs to be appointed specially for that purpose. | ‘ /

3. I also propose in a few days hence to make an excursion to the Falls of Fraser’s

River, for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the country, on which I will report to

you on my return. .

”
A

two days ago, with 400 passengefs for the Gold Mines, who are preparing to leave in
boats and canoes for Fraser’s River. T j ,

5. The excitement about the Couteau Gold Mines is on the increase, and people are
pushing from all quarters in that direction. - 1

6. In our last accounts from that quarter, of the 8th instant, it is stated that 1,500 .
white miners, at the smallest computation, had reached the diggings, and that they were
not finding much gold, in consequence of the rivers being swollen by the melting of the
mountain 'snow. The river beds, which yield the largest quantities of gold, being all
flooded, the miners were in search of other diggings, and 'had found gold in small quan- ,
 tities, probably from one to two dollars 4 man per day, in almost every part of the \
" country which they have examined, and they expect a.large yield when the rivers fall to

a lower level. ' Coe L v , -
" 7. Those accounts are sufficiently promising to nourish the prevalent mania for gold.
On all sides the Americans are striving to force a passage into the Gold District through
their own territories, attemipts being at once made to open roads from Bellingham Bay,
from Nisqually, and by the way of the Columbia River. o “

8. 1 am_now convinced that it is utterly impossible, through any means within our
wer, to. close the Gold Districts against the entranee of foreigners, as long as gold is
ound in abundance, in which case the country will soon be overrun and occupied by a .
large white population, whether. it be agreeable to our wishes or not ; while, on the con- -
trary, it is mo less certain that the excitement on the subject will soon altogether ccase, if
the diggings prove unremunerative, and the' crowds now gathering on the banks of .

Fraser’s River will in that case soon abandon the country, and return to'their homes. - -
The evil will thus work its own cure without interposition on our part. -
9. In the ' meantime, with the view of escaping the greater evil of compelling people to
have recourse to expedients for entering the country by unlawful means, I am striving to
legelize the entrance of gold miners intoBFraser’s {liver, on certain conditions, which at
' o ! 2 ' ' ¢



—————
PN

12 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Bamsn  once assert the rights of the Crown, protect the -interest of the Hudson’s Bay Company,
CoLtstBiA. gnd are intended to draw the whole trade of the Gold Districts through Fraser’s Riverto
this Colony, which will procure its supplies directly from the Mother Country.
10. With those views 1 proposed an arrangement-on the following terms to the
Agents of the United States Pacific Mail Steam Sle_ Company, who, having steamers of
. every class connected with their operations in _Ca ifornia, and & staff of cxperienced
" officers at their disposal, are perhaps better qualified than any other parties for carrying
' such an arrangement immediately into effect :— ) o
N 1st. That they should placc steamers on thie navigable royte between this place and
the Falls of Fraser's River, 130 miles distant from its/discharge. into the Gulf of
Georgia, for the transport of goods and passengersto that point. |
2d.- That they should carry the Hudson’s Bey Company’s goods into Fraser’s River,
and no other. o ‘ , ,
3d. That they carry no passengers cxcept such as have taken out and paid for a
gold mining licence and permit from the Government of Vancouver's Island. .
4th. That they pay to the Hudson’s Bay Company, as compensation to them, at the,
rate of two dollars head mon¢y for cach passenger carried into Fraser's River. - -
5th. That they should otherwisc be allowed to enjoy the whole of the profits on the
river transport. - - ‘ ~ ) .
o 6th. That arrangement to continue’ in forcc for ‘one year from this date, and no
.. longer. ‘ : C ‘ * ’
. 117 The Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company have promised to give a decided answer,
accepting or rejecting ‘those proposals, on or before the 24th of the present month.
12. If that arrangement be carried into effect, it will be of great advantage to the
_country at large, and give the Government a decided control over the mining population
of the nterior: - ) : ’ L
13. I trust, from its so thoroughly protecting every interest connected with the
country, that it will meet with your approval -

I have, &c. |

, | (Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS, é

The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P,, . Govemor.
&e. &c.

}:n%osulrcin ‘ ) Enclosure in No. L.
o k. ‘ .

PROCLAMATION

Vancouver’s Island and Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &,
WHEREAs it is commonly reported that certain boats and other vessels have entered Fraser’s River
for trade ; and whereas there is reason to apprehend that other persons are prepating and fitting out .,

boats and vessels for the same purpose: :

Now, therefore, I have issued this my Proclamation, warning all persons that such acts are contrary
to Jaw, and infringements upon the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who are legally entitled to
the trade with Indians in the British Possessions on the north-west coast of America, to the exclusion
of all other persons, whether British or Foreign. :

" And also, that after fourteen days from the date of this my Proclamation, all ships, boats, and vessels
together with the goods laden. on board, found in Fraser’s River, or in any of the bays, rivers, or
crecks of the said British Possessions on the' north-west coast of America, not having a licence from
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and a sufferance-from the proper officer of the Customs at Victoria, shall
be liable to forfeiture, and will be seized and condemned according to law. -

Givenf\mdér»m‘y hand and seal, at Government House, Victoria, this eighth day of May in
" the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty-cight, and in the twenty-
first year of Her Majesty’s reign. o=

e

L (Signed) JAMES DoucLas, Governor.
By His Excellency’s Command, o
Richard Golledge, Secretary.

"God save the -Queen.
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: ‘ ' Bririsw
) - No. 2. ' : ‘ Cox.mcj;ml.\. '
.~ Cory of DESPATCH from Governor DougLas to the Right Hon. Lard Staniey, M.P.  wo.o

. (No.24) . ° Victoria, Vancouver’s [sland, June 0, 1858.
’ - e (Reecived Avgunt 9, 1838 -

My Lorp, | (Anywerdd No. 8, August 14, 1838, page 47.) ,
~ 1. Sinc I had the honour of addressing you on the 19th|of May Iast, in reference’
to .the Couteau Gold Mines, and the immigration of foreigners into Fraser’s River, as
well as the measures taken to assert the rights of the Crown to ¢nforce the Revenue laws
of the empire, and to protect the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, I have, as
therein 'proiwosed, made a journey to t}m Falls of Fraser’s River,|visited the gold diggings,
and scen all the miners below that point ; and I will now proceed to give a brief narrative
of my proceedings, and the information gathered in respect to the auriferous character of
the country in the course of that journey. ‘ ,

2. In consequence of the requisition. for assistance made [on Captain Prevost, Her
Majesty’s Ship ¢ Satellite” was anchored off the mouth of Fraser's River, where I joined
her on the following day, with the Hudson's Bay Company’s propeller * Otter,” in which
we proceeded up Fraser’s River, with' the ¢ Satellite’s” launch and gig in tow, to Fert
Langley, distant about 30 miles from the mouth of the river.- '

3. ’l}}’:e Revenue officers found immediate occupation in the seizure of several lots of

- contraband goods, and taking 16 unlicensed camoes into custody.- The latter being
manned exclusively with gold miners, and coutaining ouly their mining tools, provisions,
and personal clothing, without any merchandise for trade, I caused them to be released,
granting & pass. at a charge of five dollars to each canoe, and the amount, 80 dollars, so
formed, was carried to account of the public Revenue. The contraband goods will be

. brought to . trial on the 11th instant, under the 167th section of the * Customs Consoli-
dation Act, 1'853.” , o } - .o

4. From Fort Langley we pursued our upward journey, in'canoes manned chiefly by
native Indians, and accompanied by Captain Prevost in his gig, manned with six of the

- “Satellite’s” seamen. - "L

5. After_journeying four days, we reached Fort Hope, 'the next establishment of

" the Hudson’s Bay Company on Fraser’s River, and about. 80 miles distant from Fort
Langley. : *

G.gT he actual gold diggings commence on a bar of Fraser’s River. about one mile
below the point on which Fort Hope is situated, and from that point upwards to the
conmencement of the Falls, a distance of 20 miles, we found six several parties of miners
successfully engaged jn digging for gold omras ma i : i

“—Humber-of “whites-omrthose—bars-being-abgut 190 men, atd "there wiis probably double
that number of native Indians, promiscuously engaged with the whites in the same
exciting pursuit. : ) ) g :

7. The diggings became sensibly richer as we ascended the stream as far as  Hills

+ Bar,” four miles below the Falls, which is the richest point workable in the present high
state of the river. ' »

8. The gold on those bats is taken entirely from the surface, there being no excavation

- onany of them deeper than two feet, as th{: flow of water from the river prevents their
sinking to a greater depth. . A ‘

9. Mr. Hill, the party after whom the baf is named, produced for inspection the
product of his morning’s (six hours’) wark, with a rocker and three hands besides himself,
the result being very nearly six ounces of clean float gold, worth on¢ hundred dollars in
money, giving a return of fifty dollars a day for each man employed. 'That return the

party observed was the largest day’s work he had ever made on Fraser’s River, and
be further remarked, that the same good fortune did not attend him ‘every day.

10. The other miners whom I questioned about their earnings, stated that they werc
Eaking from two and a half, the lowest, to twenty-five dollars, the highest usual return to

e man a day. ‘ .

11. The glyeatest instance of mining success which Iheard of in course of our journey
fell to the lot of a party of three men, who made one hundred and ninety ounces of gold
dust in seyen working days on ¢ Sailor’s Bar,” a'place about ten miles above the Falls,
giving & return of nearly nine ounces, a day for each man employed.

«112." Thirty miners arrived from the upper country during our stay ‘at the Falls,
- ¥ith very favourable reports as to its productiveness in gold. They told me that they.
bad prospected the banks of Fraser's River as farlas the Great Falls, forty miles beyond
the confluence of Thompson’s River, and also many of its tributary streams, in all

‘ B3 ’
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Bamisn  of which they found gold, frequently in pieces ranging from twenty-four grains to haj
Corommir. gy ounce in weight, and they also observed that the gold was la?er m size and coarser
™ ' the further they. ascended tg'c river. . Thus, for example, the gold found below the Fall,
' is in thin bright' scales or minute particles, while that found at the Great Falls is in pieces
ninging, as before said, from twenty-four grains to half an ounce in weight ; a circumstanee

which the miner believes to be indicative of a richer country beyond.

13. The country about the Great Falls has not been closely examined, but the miner
generally report its appearance to bé promising, and from anything we kioow to the
contrary the whole course of Fraser's River, cven to the Rocky Mountains, may be
auriferous, s Sl - L

14. Those miners wére prevented going further into the country for want of food,
which compelled their réturn to the settlements for supplies, They were very successfy)
about the Great Falls, and made from ten to thirty dollars to the man a day.

15. Williams C. Johuston, an old California miner, told me that he had prospected

. Harrison’s River, and had travelled from thence to the Great Falls of Fraser's River, and
that he had observed in the course of his journey much gold-bearing quartz, and the
most promising indications of placer gold. Another old miner assured me that he had
found large quantities of gold-bearing quartz in the mountains near Fort Hope, which he
thinks wiffpay better than the California quartz rock ; a report which was confirmed by
other miners.  The miners ggnerai}y assert that Fraser's-River is richer than any “ thre
rivers” in California. ‘ ' . :

16. Thompson’s River and its tributary streams are known to be auriferous, and I
have just heard from Mr. M‘Lean, one-of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officers, that
gold has also been lately discovered on the banks of the Great Okanagan Lake. )

17. Mr. Richard Hicks, a resrectable miner at Fort Yale, assured me that he had
found “flour gold,” that is, gold in -powder, floating on the waters of Fraser's River
during the freshet, and he is of -opinion that by means of quicksilver gold will be found
in every part of Fraser's Riyer, cven to its dischargg into the Gulf of Georgia. ’

18. Evidence is thus obtained of the existence of gold over a vast extent of country
situated both north and south of Fraser’s River, and the conviction is gradually forcing
itseif upon my mind, that not only Fraser's River and its tributary streams, but also the
whole country situated to the eastward of the Gulf'of Georgia, as far north as John.
stone’s Straits, is obe continued bed of gold of incalculable value and extent.

19. Such being the case, the question arises as_to the course of policy in respect to
Fraser’s River which Her Majesty’s Government may-deem it advisable in those circum- .
stances to follow. - . . T . , . .

20. My own opinion is, that the stream of immigration is setfing so powerfully toward ,

- —Frasers River-thut it-is-impossible toarrest 1t course, and “thaf $hé “population thus
formed will occupy the land as squatters, if they cannot obtain a title by%egal neaus,
~ 21. 1think it therefore a measure .of obvious necessity that the whole country be
immediately thrown open for scttlement, and that the land be surveyed, and sold. at s
fixed rate, not to exceed twenty shillings an acre. By that means, together with the
imposition of & Customs’ duty on imports, a duty on licerices to miners, and other taxes,
a large revenue might be collected for the service of Government.
22. As the Hudsor's Bay Company would in that case have to relipquish ther
exclusive rights of trade, compensation might be made to them for those rights, by an
N annual payment out of the public-Revenues ¢f the country. ‘ ‘
23. Either that ﬁhm’ or some ‘other better calculated to maintain the rights-of the
Crown and the authority of the laws, Should, in my opinion; be adopted with as [ittle
‘ delay as possible, otherwise the country will 'be filled with lawless crowds, the publi
- Iands unlawfullr occupied by squatters of every description, and the authonty.df
Government will ultimately be set at naught. S -
24. In antictpation of your instructions to carry some such plan into effect, I have
. communicated with Mr. Pemberton, the Surveyor-General .of ‘;’ancouver’s Island, and
desired him to make temporary arrangements with any qualified persons he may find in
this Colony, for the (furpose of increasing the staff of surveying officers, and of engaging
actively in an extended survey of the lands of Fraser’s River, whenever your instructions
to that effect are received from England; and in the meantime they can be usefully
employed in laying ont allotinents for sale on Vanconver’s Island, there being at present

a very 1g;\'eat and increasing demand for land in this Colony. - '

25. I beg also to ‘remark, that it is my inteation to confer on Mr. Pemberton the .
provisional appomtment of Surveyor-General of Frasers River, as he is a gentlemsn of

%z-ént experience, and thoroughly well qualified, by previous training in the forests of
ancouver's Island, and great natural talent, for that responsible office.

-
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9. 1 propose to form a large and efficient corps of - surveying officers, to- be placed -

ander the management of the Surveyor-Gencral, and "to authorize him, after duc appli-

"' ation to this Government, to establish branch offices wherever required, which will
report all proceedings to the gencral office at this place, superintended by the Surveyor-

" Genetal, who will be held responsible for the proper. managemeat of the department.

97. In consequence of the unceasing demands upon my time by the. crowds of people
who are flocking to this place, and the want of assistants, my secretary, Mr. Golledge,
being greatly overworked, I have been compelled to prepare this report in the migst
of numberless interruptions, and I beg that its inaccuracies may be overlooked and that
] may receive your instructions by return of post, as the cas?is urgent, and calls for
rapid and decisive measures in the outset, for in the course of a few mounths there may
be one hundred thousand people in the country. ST N

P . I have &c.
, . (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P.; . Governor.
‘ &e. &e.

=%

o : No. 3. " . ~ ~ ‘
'Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dotacras to the Right Hon.-Lord.Stantky, M.P:

. _ (No.25.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, Jupe 15, 1858.

o - (Received Augus+ 9, 1838.)

My Lorp, . . . . (Answered No. 8, August 14, 1838, pige 47.)

; 1. I Have the honour to enclose herewith copy of an address presentgd to me
" in the 12th instant by a committee appointed for that purpose at a public \nééting
lstely held at this place.” . -

. 2. Iinformed the committee, in reply to their address, that I had lately returned
- from the mines of Fraser’s River, aod. that there was really no' actual distress for want
" of provisions among the mining population in all the accessible parts of the country,

that care would be taken to provide for all their wants. .

3. That ] had no authority to throw open the trade of Fraser’s River, which was
secured by Statute to the Hudson’s Bay Company ; but that I had addressed Her
Majesty’s Government on that subject, recommending the opening of the Fraser's
River district for settlement, and I was of opinion that course would be taken, and
compensation be made to the Hudson’s Bay Company for any sacrifice of interest they
. Inay be called upon to make.

1.9 also informed them that the progress of this Colony occupied my careful sttention,
and that its growing interests woulcf be carefully protected.
5.'T also promised to forward their address.
. ‘ I have, &c.,
' (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P,, o Governor.
&c. &c. ’

P . ’

Enclosure in No. 3.

To His Excellency JAMES Do:mm, Governor and Commanderzin-Chief of the Colony of
Vancouver’s 1sland and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &ec. &c.
S,

4 - AT o public meeting held’ on the 5th instant the following resolution was unanimously
opted, viz.:— . . ' ‘

“That a committee be appointed to draw up -an address to His Excellency James Douglas,
Governor of Vancouver’s Island, and chief factor of the Hudsen’s Bay Company, for the purpose of
obteining free trade with the mining population on Fraser’s River; and also that steatners aud other
vesels be allowed to run between Victoria and the head of navigation on Fraser's River and its
mbﬂlﬂ.es." ) - 4

We, the undersigned, hz;ving been mamed to carry out the above resolution, beg respectively to

uliit your Excellency’s earnest attention to the following important points:— .
lst—1It is notorious- that the stock of provisions in the mining districts is utterly made%uate for
e supply even of the present population, many individuals having been compelled to abandon their
and retarn to this and other ports, to obtain the common necessaries of life. Many settlers
@ this igdand are most snxiousto suppliés to their countrymen at the mines, but are prevented
by the obstacles interposed by the Hudson’s Bay Company, who have already seized goods to 2
maderable amount on their way up the river. . .
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Brmsn  We cannot, therefore, consider without serious a}-)prehensi.on the_ sta.t;e.of. confusion and distress

CoLrybia. which must ensue when the vast numbers now swelling the tide of immigration shall have settled o

—— these shores, should the present restrictions imposed upon trade by the Hudson’s Bay Company
continue in force. e T . . . .

2d.—We heg to draw your Excellency’s attention to the great inconvenience that is suffered by o
classes; and by the mining community in_particular, for the want of a reliable steam communicatioy
between this port and the mining districts; a want which has already caused the loss of many
valuable lives. Such a state of things is deplorable in this age, and the more_to be regretted when
-we consider that the means of supplying this want are at hand, and freely oﬂ'ergd, but are rejected by
the exclusive policy of the Hudson’s Bay Company. - i ] »
It was with great satisfaction that the public heard tl;at on tlfe 5th nl,stant;your Excellency had
given permission to the American steamers, © Surprise and « Sea Bird,” to _carry passengers fron
this port up Fraser’s River, but it heard with deep -regret that this permission was given for one
trip only. ~ - i .

g&d.-—)\\’e would biﬁ/;:cially point out for your Excellerlcy’s most serious consideration how highly
injurious is this state of things to the interests and progréss.of this important Colony.  Many British
subjects have recently come here, anxious to make this their home, anq h:}ve_mvested in property to
a considerable amount, and numbers of their friends are only waiting thelg advices to follow ; but they
find their ardour damped ind their operations checked by the monopblizing policy of the Hudsons-
Bay Company. In the meantime, thousands of our countrymen from California are daxly.passing this
beautiful island to settle upon American soil, because they sce no fair field offered for their enterprize

" under the British flag? ) ) S ]

‘ We feel assured that your Excellency will at once perceive that in “bringing the objects of this
memorial so prominently before you we are actuated solely by an earnest desire to advance the
interests of this Colony, by providing for the welfare of settlers, and holding out inducements to early
immigration, convinced that this is only to be ‘obtained by the speedy adoption of the liberal
measures embodied in the¥Resolution we have submitted. o

Requesting that your-Excellency will favour us with an early reply,

- ‘ , We have, &c.
Victoria, V. I, (Signed by)  JAMES YATEs.
. June 9, 1858. - - + (And five other persons)

No. 4. ” ) N No. 4. . .
" Corv of 2 DESPATCH from Governor DoueLas to the Right Hon. Lorp Srantey, M.P.

(No. 26.) ' . Victoria, Vancouver’s Island,
. - ‘ June 15, 1858.
< : (Received August 9, 1858,)
My Lorp, ' ) (Answered, No. 8, August 14, 1858, page 47.)
1. In reporting the other day, the result of my observations on the Gold Regions of
Fraser’s River, I omitted to mention several things which I ought to have communicated
to you. :
g In consequence of that omission I have now to state that during my stayat the
Falls of Fraser's-River I appointed Mr. Richard Hicks, a respectable Englishman
engaged in mining pursuits there, as Revenue officer for the district of Fort Yale, ata

. - salary of 40/. a ycar, to be paid out of the Revenues of the country.
~ 3. On the arrival of our party at *“Hill's Bar,” the white miners were in a state of
great alarm on account of a serious affray which had just occurred with the native
Indians, who mustered under arms in a tumultuous manner, and threatened to makea
clean sweep of the whole body of miners assembled there. C .

4. The quarrel arose out of a series of- provocations on both-sides, and from the
jealousy of the savages, who naturally feel annoyed- at the large quantities of gold taken

- from their country by the white miners. . ‘ ‘

-~ 5. I'lectured them soundly about their conduct on that occasion, and took the leader
in the affray, an Indian highly connected in their way, and of great influence, resolution,
and energy -of character, into the Government service, and found him exceedingly'useful
in settling other Indian. difficulties. - . - o

6. I also spoke with great plainness of speech to the white miners, who were nearly sl
foreigners, ‘representing almost every nation ic Europe. I refused to grant them iy

-, - rights of occupation to the soil, and told them distinctly that Her Majesty’s Government

ignored théir very existence in that part of the country, which was not open for the pur
poses of settlement, and they were permitted to remain there merely on sufferance; 4

no abuses would be tolerated ; and that the laws would protect the rights of the Indisn
no less than those of the white man. T :

f
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+ . 1 slso appointed Mr. George Perrier, & British subject, as Justice of the Peace for Brrrmsn
the district of ¢ Hill's Bar,” and directed the Indians to apply to him for redress Corvsmua.
whepever any of them suffer wrong at the hands of white men, and .also cautioned them '~
sgainst taking the law into their 6wn hands, and seeking justice according to their own
barbarous customs. ' ) '

& I slso appointed Indian magistrates, who: are to bring forward, when required, any: .

man of their several tribes who may be charged with offences against the laws of the \
country ; an arrangement which will prevent much evil; but without the exercisc of
uacessing vigilance on the part of the Government Indian troubles will sooner or later
gcenr. o o ‘ /

"9, The recent defeat of Colonel Steptoe’s detachments of United States trcops, con- ' mnclosure,
sisting of dragoons aud infantry, by the Indiaus of Oregon territory, has greatly increased \
the natural audacity of the savage, and the difficulty of managing them. It will reguire, .

I fear, the nicest tact to avoid a disastrous Indian war. | d

10. I transmit herewith a hand book and map of the Gold Region of Fraser’s River, Vide Appendix

which will prove uscful as a refercuce.* c No. . )
’ ‘ ‘ ' I have, &c. . y

. ' . (Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS;

The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.D., ' ‘ Governor.

&c.  &c . s . ] i

cm
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Enclosure in
No. 4.

Extract from « Pioncer and Democrat.” | Lo
co May 25th, 1858.
' . Washington Territory.
« Another Indian War.—Startling Intelligence. Defeat of Col. Steptoe. Fifty-three Men killed.

Enclosure in No. 4.,

«JusT as we arc getting our paper ready for the press (Thursday afternoon), an express arrived from
the head-quarters of Col. Steptoc in the Simeoe Valley, with despatches for Licut. Col. Casey, and,
letters to Ilis Excellency Gov. M‘Mullin, informing them of.the defeat, on the 16th instant, at the
first crossing of Srake River, about 30 miles above its junction with the Columbia, of the command
of Col. .. The command consisted of five companies or 400 men. The Indians are reported as

«— having been 1,500 strong, #nd composed of the Sunake, Palouse, and other tribes., The action
resulted in three officers and 50 men killed. Two of the officers killed are Capt. Wynders and Licut.”
Gasden. The Indiang took two howitzers which belonged to the command, and all but 60 pack
animals, In fact, so complete is said to have been the rout, that the officer in cormand was com-
pelled to fall back with the utmost precipitation. The battle took plgee while the regulars were in
the act of crossing the river. . : T ‘

«Col. Steptoc had procceded into the Snake country peaceably to treat with them, or proceed to
hostilities, if necessary... The object of his visit was probably of a similar character with that of Major
Hfaller, some three years since, and which resulted in a-like unfortunate manner.  Major J1., our
resders will remember, proceeded thence with a force of 104 men, and im a peaecable manner
demanded the murdcrers of the cmigrants of 1854. The result was, that instead of” bringing to
justice these depredators and muwiderers, he brought home the, bodies of 22 of his cSmmand, killed or
wounded, on litters.” : ‘

v

No. 5. , . No
Cory of DESPA'TCH from Governor DoucLas torthe Right Hon: Lord Staxtey. M.D.

(No. 28.) . Victoria, Vancouvér's Island, June 19, 1858.

’ . (Reeeived Auzust9, 1858.)

My Logp,- ; (Answered No. 8. August 14, 18538, page 47.) . )
1. I rear the ficquent and desultory nature of my Despatches will give you much
' trouble, but the pressure of business compels me to address you in this form. ‘

2. Reports are continually arriving “here confirniatory of the cxtent and valuc of the

Fraser's River Gold Region ; and Cagtain Stuart, of the Hudson’s Bay Compiny’s Service,
has just reported the discovery of gold An the Cowetchin Valley, Vancouver’s fsland, on
the authority of Indian testimony. £ : -

3. Another report has just been made officially by Mr. Brotchie, that he saw and
examined the contents of a purse, containing about 20/ worth of gold dust, whicli an
Indian had-collected in Howe’s Sound or Burrard’s Canal, situated in the Gulixt Georgia,
alittle north of Fraser's River ; a fact which adds force to the opinion expredsed in the -
18th paragraph of my Despatch No. 24.%of the 10th of June 1858, respecting the ®Videpage .
, B . C
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impression Xientertained of the auriferous character of the country to the eastward of the
Gulf of Georgia, as far north as Johnstone’s Straits. o )
i 4. Your Lordship will not be surprised to learn. that, under these circumstances, th
1d excitement throughout thiy Colony, California, and Oregon continues unabated.
5. Crowds of peoplc are coming in from all'quarters. The American steamer -
¢ Commodore” arriVeg on the 13th instant from San Francisco with 450 passengers,
and the steamer * Panama” came in' yesterday from the same port'with 750 passengers,

™.+ ‘and other vegsels are reported to be on the way.

6 Two river stcamers, the * Surprise” and “ Sea Bird,” both owned by American
citizens, ply with passengers between this port and Fraser’s River, the former having
made her way up that stream as far as Fort Hope, one hundred ten miles from ‘the
sea. . The miners by that means reach their destination with safety and despatch.

7. The quantity of gold collected by the Hudson’s Bay Company up to the present
time rather cxcéeds 10,000 in value, and I saw during my recent excursion a large -
quantity of gold among the miners. ) . Lo

8. I hercwith forward, for your information, a copy of the terms on which it i

roposed to allow steam vessels fo ply upon Frascr’§ River, enforcing at once the
evevue laws of the cmpire, and respecting the trading rights of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. ! ) L

9. Thosg,_terms are not exclusive, but open to acceptance ‘by ahy. artics, under-
taking the performanc‘c of the proposed conditions. - The object of all.t ose measures
is to give facilities to miners, and to secure the trade of the G9ld Beglo_ns for our own
country, as it will otherwise take the direction of the Columbia River into American
Oregon, ‘ S

10. We have ‘commenced levying the duty on mining licences, all parties eutering-
the river by the licensed steam vessels being required to pay one month’s licence in -
advance. We .have collected about 420 ; a Revenue that T will bold subject to your
Instructions. CoL , -

11. When Fraser’s River, now greatly swollen, subsides, and the miners get fairly to
work, T propose to appoint & Commissioner and  Local Collectors for thosc dues, as soon
as fit and proper persons to fill those offices can be found. ;.’

12. Mr. William A. G. Young, at preseat in Her Majesty’s Service as Secretary for
the Boundary Commission, is highly qualified in cvery respect for the office of Gold
Commissioner, and I should be-glad to obtain your permission to sccure the services of
that gentleman. : C

13. I have no doubt that your Lordship will send out a body of troeps for the service
of this Colony and the Fraser’s River District. ' : R

14. The miners have ‘applied to me for protection against the natives;and when that, -
is accorded will have no hesitation in paying the licence duty ; otherwise it will be paid
with reluctance. . , ; '

15. They have also applied to me for negotiable orders in payment of gold delivered
.to Government agents in the mincs, and for the organization of a Postal System for the

transmission of letters. - ‘
16. Will you kindly give me Instructions on those subjects hercin referred to?
- I have, &c.
(Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS,

Governor, -

The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P.,
) ‘&ec. &c.

"
Enclosure in No. 5.

The AceNts of the Hupson’s Bay CoMpaNy agree to-license one or more Steamers to ply from '
Victoria to and on Fraser’s River, on the following terms:—

I:t—To receive ai.l transport no goods to, on, or from Fraser’s River except the goods of the
) Hudson’s Bay Company, or such as.they may permit to be shipped ; and that for the
\transport of such goods that the freight do not'exceed the following rates, viz.:— )
b Victoria to Langley - -» $4107 per tun of 2,000 lbs,

Langley to Fort Hope - §10 or 40 feet
Fort Hope to Fort gale . - 85 measurement.
Return rates to be on the same scale.

2d.—To carry no passengers to or on Fraser's River whothave not taken out a mining licence sad

" perinit from the Government of Vancouver’s Island, and paid one month’s advance thereon.

\

\ °
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. 3d—To pay head-money to“the Hudson’s Bay Company, at the rate of two dollars for each pas-
. senger proceeding into Fraser's River or taking passage from Fort Eangley upwards. A
sottlement to be made at the end of each trip; an officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company to
.be'received on-board without charge to attend to such business, if reqitired by the Hudson’s
Bay Company. - : ' C M . ’
4th.—That sll vesscls plying to or on the river be commanded and owned by British subjects.
/ jth—That permits on said terms will be continued till expiry of the Company’s licence of trade in
the month of May 1859. . ‘

. Vancouver’s Island,. - ,
18th June 1858. ’ \

" P

: \ No, 6. : ’ .
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas to the Right Hon. Lord Srasvey, M.P,
(No. 29.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, July.1, 1858.

: | ‘ ' " (Received August 9, 1858.)
Mr Lorp, , ' (Answered, No. 8. August 14, 1858, pige 47.)
_ 1. Since I had last the honour of 'addressing you on the 19th instant, the excite-
* ment on the subject of the Fraser’s River Gold Mines has been more than ever exhibited
" in the rush of people from all parts of the coast to this Colony. — ‘
- The Custom-House books of this place show a return of— -
' " 19 steam ships, '
9 sailing ditto, ‘
. 14 decked boats, . . , .
- vhich have entered at the port of Victoria since the 19th of May last, having 6,133 pas-
" sengers on board, all cither bound directly for Fraser’s River, or proposing to settle at
_ this place, with the view of entering into business connexions with parties at the mines.
2. The ascertained number of persons who had actually sailed from the port of San
Francisco, with the intention of going into the Fraser’s River mines, up to the 15th instant,
" wes 10,573, and there was then no abatement in the demand for’ passages, every vessel
. being taken up as soon as advertised to sail for Vancouver’s Island. -
8 Those statements give a proximate idea of the number of persons at and. on the
way to. Fraser’s River from California_and other more distant countries, but do not
~represent the increase of population derived from the United States territories of Wash-

'
I

ington and Oregon, through partics of adventurers who have entered the British Posses-

sions by Jand. We are, therefore, led to the inference that this country and Fraser’s
River have gained an increase of 10,000 inhabitants within the last six weeks, and the
tide of immigration contihues to roll onward without any prospect of abatement

4 No complaints bave been made as to the deportment of the emigrants, who, not-
withstanding the weakness of the Colonial Executive, have been quiet and submissive to
the laws of the country. \

5. We continue successfully to enforce at this place the pre-payment of one month’s

licence fee, that is, the sum of five dollars, on all persons entering Fraser’s-River_for_the.

 purpose of gold mining, for which a receipt is given in the accompanying form.
6. We have up to this day issued 2,221 such.receipts at this place, and 304 more
" were issued by Captain Prevost, of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Satellite,” when stationed off
the entrance of Fraser’s River, making a total issue of 2,525 licence receipts to as many

_ refs%f‘ctivc miners ; and we have thereby. collected the sum of 12,625 dollars on account
oi ¢

e territorial Revenue, which I hivld subject to your instructions.

7. 1 have lately received a communication from Mr. Travaillot, a gentleman who has’

-

 nesided for some months past in the Couteau Gold Diggings. He represents the country:
a exceedingly rich, and abounding in gold, fully to as great an extent as California in
is hetter days. ~ . ' , ‘ ;
8. The returns’ given in his report refer to “ Morman Bar,” in the Bed of Fraser’s
?}}Ver, six--wiles -above the junction of'Tgmmpson’,s River, and state the produce as
ollows, viz. : — ; R * ‘ '

‘ l ‘ ‘ Dollars.
One rocker yielded in 8 days a quantity of gold dust equal in
value to - - - - - -- = 830°0
A second rocker yielded in 12 days - - - 800-Q,

‘A third rocker yielded in 5 days - - - - 248°0 .

Brurise .
CoruMBra,”

———
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9. The second table shows the yield procured from the Dry'Diggiugs,” on the table

Imd at the distance of 30 yards from the bed of Fraser’s River, at the ¢ Fountain,” -

# miles above the junction of Thompson’s River, and gives the following as the average
: ~ C 2 . .

Al
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dnily return of each of five vockers, employed there for seven days between the st g
7th of Jun¢ instant :— , - ‘

. Dollars. Cents, i
' 1st rocker - - . 4212 retura per diem.
Y 55°58 e
d 37°69
4th -,, - - ' 46°58 . (
. sthe . - 5451 o e

u, that the rocker is a.machine for washing out -

Tt may perhaps-be necessary to, expl:
‘madc ¢, and fitted with perforated plates of iron and

gold made in the form of a child’s cra

" fransverse bars of wood to intercept the pieces of gold, in the Eroce$s of washing.

Those referred to in the foregoing statement were worked by two white men, which
gives a daily return ranging from 18 fo 27 dollars to the man. ) ' 4
10. Mr. Travaillot’s 1eport is important, in conscquence of its being the first authentic

" information reccived of gold being d/scovbred in the soil, apart from the river beds.

11. I have thus much pleasure /in communicating for your information that every

_succeeding report tends to confim /’thc belief as to the great value aud extent of the

- ib respect to mining claims, in

auriferous deposits in this country, , S

I2. I have appointed M‘r. Travaillot Revenue.officer for the District of Fort Dallas, o
Torks of Thompson’s River, and )‘rﬂl aiithorizé him to issuc licences to miners, and to
collect the legal fees in that District. The law must, however, be imperfectly executed

until there be a military force placed at my disposal. " ‘ -

"13. I will authorize Mr. Trmjaillot,to raise and maintain a force of eight ‘men for the

service of Government, and to swear in all persons who take out mming licences as special K

‘constables, for the maintenancej’of law and order, granting to them also certain privileges.
rder.to secure their fidelity and attachment.

14. About two thirds of the emigrants from California are supposed to be English.and
French; the other third arc Germans, and native citizens of the United States. There is
no congeniality of feeling among the emigrants, and provided there be no generally felt
grievance to unite them in one common cause there will, in my opinion, always. bea

great majority of the population ready to support the measures of Government.

Enclosure 1 in -

No. 6.

" .. Received -

’ I have, &c.
The Right, Hon. Lord Stavley, M.P,, (Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS,
: &e. &e.  &e S o Governor.
i s, ‘ Enclosure 1 in No. 6.
Forws.
Victorid, ‘ 1838.
No. o
Received from the sum of five dollars in payment of one months
Mining Licence, in advance. !
g ‘
M " -
Form. '
Not transferable.

NO’ . | ‘ ' 185 "y

The bearer, ‘ ‘
‘having paid to me the sum of twenty-onc shillings, on account of the temitorial revenue, I herely
license him to dig, search for, and remove gold on and from any such Crown' lands within the
Coutean and Fraser’s River districts as shall be assigned to him for that purpose by any one duly
authorized in that behalf. . '
This licence to be in force for threc months, ending and no longer.

Received

Received

Regulations to be observed by the parsons digging for gold, or otherwise ‘employéd at the
‘ ‘ ° - Gold Fields:— ‘

1. This licencé is to be cartied on the person; to be produced whenever demanded by sy
commisgioner, peace officer; or other duly authorized persor T

1
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9, Itis especially to be observed that this licence is not transferable, and that the holder of a
iransferred licence is liable to the penalty for misdemeanor. '

.« »

3. No mining will be permicted where it would be destructive of any line of

road which 1t is

necessary to maintgin, and which shall ‘be determined by any commissioner, nor within such distanee
qround any store as it may be necessary fo reserve for access to it.
. 4. It is enjoined ‘that all. persons on the gold fields maintain a duce and proper observance of

6. To a party consisting of two miners, twelve feet by twenty-four, or 288 square fect.

7. To a party consisting of three miners, eighteen feet by twenty-four, or 432 square feet.
f four miners, twenty-four feet by t

DR S 3

g To n party, conmsisting o ‘
bevond which no greater area will be allowed in one

N

claun.

s
r

CONDITIONS OF SUFFERANCE.

\

wenty-four, or 576 square

- Sundays. . . Lo ‘ ey
5. The extent of claim allowed to each licensed miner is twelve feet square, or 144 square feet.

f"cet H -

" 1st. That the owner of this boat does bind himself to receive no other goods on board but such
goods as belongr to the Hudson’s Bay Company.
“"9nd. That the said owner also binds himself not to carry or import gunpowder, ammunition, arms,
or utensils of war, except from the United Kingdom.

ard. That he.also binds himself to receive no passengers, except the said
gold mining licence and. permit from tli& Government of Vancouver’s Island.

®”4th. That the said owner also binds himself not to trade with Indians.

MONSEIGNEUR,

par les mineurs, je puis vous donner. ces renseignements comme parfaitement authentiques.

“ o . .
H!

y

_Cory of a Letter from

—

v

Enclosure 2 in No. 6.

" Island, 24th June 1858, with Enclosure.

Mr. TRAVAILLOT to Governor DotGLAS, dated Victoria,

Vancouver’s

passengers do produce a

CONFORMEMENT & vos désirs j’ai Phonneur de vous envoyer ci-joint e net produit de quelques
rockeurs nstallés sur la Rivitre Fraser. Ayant moi-méme pesé jour pour jour la poudre d'or retirée

. Veuillez agréer, Gouverneur, I'expression de la haute considération: avee laquelle’ j'at Thonneur
drx q J
efre

TapLEAU indicant jour par jour le pr

Morman Bar, Fraser’s River, six milles au nord des Fourches Thompson’s River.

i

)

De votre. Exccllence

Le trés humble et devoué serviteur,

(Sigmé)

0. TravaiLLoT,

Mois de Février 1858 : Un rockeur 2 donné, en 8 jours, 830 dollars
» ” -Un second rockeur a donné, en 12 jours, 800 dollavs.
Mars 1858:* Un troisiéme rockeur a donné, en 5 jours, 248 dollars.

" des Fourches :—

Q.1 €

~—

oduit de 3 yockeurs établis & la Fontaine, 64 milles au nor:

d

1 . ] . i ’
Juin 1858. _ 1st Rockeur. | 2nd Rockeur. i 3rd Rockeur. | 4th Rockenr. | #5th Rocheur.
! N T
. i Dollars. Dollars. | Dollars. Tollars. i Dolarg
o1 ! 38 50 ! 42 40 50
2 % 40 51 | 38 29 ) 51
. 3 ! 41 53 29 50 52
4 ; 28 35 18 3 . 56
U5 | 32 60 | 5% 64, | 53
6 ! 64 | 62 | 39 58| 55
7 : 52 58 i 18 52| 64
| Totaux -; 205 | 38 | 268 age, | 381
| !
Average par jour | 42°12 55-58 ! 37699 4658 ; 3441
L P .

Dans tous les- travaux faits le mercure n’a jamais été employé, et conséquemment, vu I'extréme
' finesse de la poudre d’or, nul doute qu’un sixi®me ou moins a été perdu.
)

L

-

Bririsn
CorLuvusra.

'

Enclosure 2in
No. 6,

Y
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: No. 7. ' o ‘
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor l)pﬁems to.the Right Hon. Lord Stancey, M.P,'
(No. 31.), - ‘ ; Victorig, Vancouver’s Island, July 26, 1858,
‘ P . Received September 10, 1858.)

My Lokp, : . (Answhréd, No. 20, September 16, 1858, page 65.)
" 1. I mave the honour of transmitting /herewith copies of correspondence with
Captain Prevost of Her Majesty's Ship S ellite,” touching the enforcement of the.
Revenue laws and licence regulations applicable to Fraser’s River. .

2. Your Lordship will observe that he has on all occasions cordially responded to my
demands, and given such aid and assistance/in carrying out the views of this qu’emn!ent
in preventing the lawless intrusion of foreign ships and people into Fraser's River
as was consistent with the nature of his Instructions from HexsMajesty’s Governmient,
and ‘the demands upon, his time of the special service on which the ¢ Satellite” was
detached to this coast. o . ‘ S

3. In consequence, however, of the frequent. .and, for the reasons . before stated,
necessary absence of the * Satellite »grom Fraser's River, there have been many evasions of
the law, by means of canoes and gther small craft, which have stealthily entered and
ascended Traser’s River without /a Customs’ permit or’the pre-payment of a month’s
advance on the mining licence of/each miner, as required by the existing regulations, .

4. I thercfore much regret that I have not a permanent force ‘under my control, for
the protection of the Revenue faws of the country, as they would m that case roduce
a return far exceeding the expense of maintaining such a force, besides upholding the
moral influence of Her Maje T

y’s Government.
...5..The regulations we hgve established, and which we seck to enforce In the Fraser’
River District, are only suéh as: have reference to my Instructions from Her Majesty’s
Government, and to the rights of the Crown with respect to minerals in their natural
place of deposit. R o . ) o
.6. 1 will, for your Lordship’s information, concisely enumerate the objects we wish
to attain, through those regulations :— ‘ ] : s
In the first place, I have distinctly;and-to-all.applicants for land, refused the grant
of any rights of occupation, in accordance with the Tnstructions from Mr. Secretary
Labouchere, as detailed in his Despatch, No. 4. of the 1st February 1858, and
also with with the view, of presenting the confusion and numbcrless evils that

- have in all cases grown out of the practice of squatting on Crown lands, or the

.
¢

lawless occupation of a country ; ‘ o
2ndly. T have cndeavoured to protect the. trading rights of the Hudsons Bay
Company as by law established ; ' ‘
3rdly. I haVe established the system of issuing licences for digGing gold, the charge
for each mining claim of 25 feet of river frontage, or 20 square feet of river bar or
dry diggings,being fixed at 21s. or five dollars a month, the Revenue derived from
this sourcelbeing held for the benefit of the Crown. T -
There are also regulations respecting the draining of water pohds and working quartz
veins which will, I trust, hereafter yield a large amount of Revenue for the/ Crown.
7. To carry those abjects into effect T have appointed the following officers : —

" Assistant Commissioners of ‘Crown Lands,
O. T. Travaillot - - Thomson’s River.
Richard Hicks - - Fort Yale.

‘ , Justice of the Peace.
George Perrier - = District of Hill's Bar.

.-~
.

* Revenue Qfficer. \
Willism Henry Bevis - , - Fort Langley.

And others will be appointed as soon as fit'and trusty peérsons can be found to fill those
offices with credit and respectability. : ) ~
8. I propose to pay those officers out of the Revenne raised in this country: °
9. With the exception of the aid received from Heér Majesty’s Ship ¢ Satellite”
operating on the sea coast, I have had no military force whatever to employ in the
-interior of Fraser’s River, which is now occupied by a population little short of 9,000

14

A
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white miners, and hundreds of other persons are travelling tO“’a;’/dS the Gold Mincs, and
preparing to join them. ’ i ) i

10. Tie country, nevertheless, continues quiet; and, notwithstanding our want of
physical force, I have not scrupled in all cases to assert the rights of the Crown, and to

enforce the Taws of the lan_d for the punishment of offences ; ajind we have, thanks to the
Almighty, encountered neitber resistance nor opposition in the discharge of thosc sacred
; , .

duties. ) ‘

uill. To supply the mining population of Fraser’s River with food, we have licensed two
American steam vessels to ply upon the waters of Fraser’s River, and one of those vessels
has succeeded in reaching the Falls, or Fort Yale, about dne hundred and thirty miles
from the discharge of the Fraser into the Gulf of Georgia,

.12. The agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company have laid in large quantities of minmg
tools and' provisions
prices, greatly to the advantage and satisfaction of the mining population.

13. Notwithstanding the great number of people assembled in Fraser’s River, it does
. not appear that there has been a large production of gold, as most of the river bars are
till inundated : nevertheless the miners have unwavering faith in the richness of the
conntry, and dre in great spirits in anticipation of an early fall in the river,

14. I have accounts of 5,000 ounces of .gold dust which have been actually exported
from Fraser’s River since the month of May last, and we have estimated that as much as
half-that quantity has been carried away in small quantities by return miners, com-
prising, as I believe, the whole export of gold dust for that period.. -

15. We are thercfore led to believe- that the miners are hoarding up their gold dust,

either front not being in immediate want of supplies, or more probably from not knowing
how to remit or where to place it in secuiity, and for that reason, among many others,
Iam considering the ways and means of having their carnings'conveyed to the sea coast
under Governmnent escort, and placing them in charge of « public treasurer, until they are
| called for by the depositors, the conveyance and other expenses to be defrayed by a
| charge on the deposits. . o ' ,
| 16. The advantages expected from that measure are manifold.  We hope, for instance,

to draw the gold by that means to this Colony, from whence, instead of being exported
to other countries, it will find its way to England in return for our ows bome manu-
factures. ' : ‘ , o ‘

17. Another important object I have in view is the Improvement of the internal
communications of the country, which at present ‘are, for all practical purposes, nearly
inaccessible. beyond Fort Yale, in consequence of a range of mountains running north
md south, which there interpose an almost' insurmountable barrier to the progress of
trade. . , ‘ :

18. To the castward of that range of mountains the country is open, and comparatively

 Jevel, and the construction of good roads would be a matter of easy accomplishment ; in

fact, it is even at 'present almost every where accessible for pack horses.

19. 1t is therefore evident that the constraction of a good road through that mountain
barrier, though . passable in the first instance only for pack horses, would be of pro-
ligious advantage to the country; and such a road might, I think, be carried through
the valley of Harrison’s River, at a moderate gxpense, to a,point near the Great Falls of
Fraser’s River, to the eastward of the mountains in question, from whence the country is
‘easy of access ; and should no Instructions militating with that design be in the meantime
received from Iler Majesty’s Government, I @l probably make the attempt in course of
the present summer. R : C
. 20. I,am not without cause looking forward most anxiously to receiving your
Instructions respecting the plan of Government for Fraser's River. The torrent of
mmigration is setting in with impetuous force, and to keep pace with the extraordinary
arcumstances of the times, and to maintain the authority of the laws, I have been com-
pelled to assume an unusual amount of respnnsibili%_y. I trust, however, from the present
lasty review of the reasons which have influenced my public measures, that they will
§ meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government, = ‘ .
. The Victoria Gazette of the 24th instant, which I herewith tragsmit,
nteresting information respecting the Gold Mines and other public mat

o A " I‘have, &c. | ‘ ‘
(Signed) . JAMES DOUGLAS, -
: A Governor.

il give much

»

The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P.,
&ec. ‘ &c. ‘

4

for the use of the miners, which they supply at merely remunerative

Brrrisy
CoLrupia.
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Bririsit, . - Enclosure 1 in No. 7. '
| Goixlum. Copy of LETTER from Governor DotcLas to Jaues C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain HALS,

« Satellite,” dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 15th May 1858.
SIR, ‘ ' ' : ' M

I TRANSMIT. herewith, for your i.n_f'ormnﬁ(.)n,‘copy of a Proclamation lately’ issued, in cong. 1&"
o quence of reported violations of the British territory by foreign boats and vessels, and of infring,.
ments of the chartered rights of the Hudson’s B_ay Compapy, warning all persons that .such acts gre
contrary to law, and that whosoever takes part in them will be squected to the penalties which the
law denounces against such offences. . , T o )
" No military force being maintained by this Colony, I am under the necessity of calling upon you ty
furnish an offective force for the purpose of carrying out the measures proposed and set forth in'my -
Proclamation, and generally to enforce obedience to the laws. i o
T have also to inform you' that I propose leaving this Colony for a short time, on an excursion 1o
. the Falls of Fraser’s River, for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the country, and ascertaininy,
as far as can be cffected from personal observation, the character of thp navigation to that point,
subjects in respect to which Her Majesty’s Government are especiglly desirous to obtain information;
and I think it desirable that you should accompany me on that/journey, and that the  Satellite”
should proceed at the same time to Point Roberts, as'an imposing/ display of force at that point wil
have a powerful moral effect, and prevent much future evil. . ‘ .
‘ ©o- I have, &c.

© [(Signed) ‘° JAMES DOUGLAS,
/ * Governor.
<
13

—— '

v -

/

Cory of o LETTER from JanmEs C. PrREvosr, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. “Satellite,” to Governor
‘ DoUGLAS, dated Esquimalt, ¥Sth’May 1858. -

S \
’ I uave the honour to ‘acknowlédge the receipt of your Exegllency’ﬁ Despatch of the l3th
* jnstant, transmitting for my information a copy of & Proclamation lately issued, in consequence of
sported violations of British territory by foreign boats and 'vessels, and requesting, as there is no
military force maintained by this Colony, that T will furnish an effective force for the purpose of

carrying out the measures proposed; and informing me of your intention' of leaving the Colony for ®

a short time on an cxcursion to the Kalls of Fraser's River, with the object of}inquiring into the -
state of the country, and proposing that I should accompany you on that journey, and that the
« Satellite” should proceed with us as far as Point Roberts, as you deem that an imposing display
of force at that point will have a powerful moral effect, and prevent much future evil; and alo
forwarding for my information the copy of a letter which you have recently addressed to -the Com-
mander-in-Chicf on the Pacific Station, in which: the circumstances- attendant upon the_discovery of
gold on Fraser’s River. and the causes which have led to your present action, are more fully detailed.
In reply thereto I beg your Exceilency will permit ‘me to assure you, that under the peeuliar
circumstances in which you are placed, and the self-evident and urgent necessity that exists for the
assertion and prescrvation of the rights of territory, I shall be most: ready to co-operate with you m
any way, and to afford you any assistancé that I may be able, and that it may be within the limits of
my power to grant; but, as your Excellency is aware, the « Satellite” i3 employed on a parti-
calar and special service, which has claims upon her prior to all others, and therefore the assistance
I can at present render is very limited. For the next fortnight, however, the deviation of the ship
from her particular duties will not be of any consequence, and therefore I am able to accede to
your Excellency’s requisition regarding the display of the ship at Point Roberts, and I shall i

able to accompany you in person upon your proposed visit to the ncighbourhood of the Gald -
* Regions. I therefore propose to quit this anchorage to-morrow morning, and to proceed in the

& Satellite ” to Point Roberts, where I will await further communication from your Excellency.
—— 1 have, &ec. : o
. - ' - (Signed)ms Prevosr,
. , Captain H.MLS, « Satelbite.”

r—

. Cory of LrTer from Governor Doueras to James C. PrEVOST, Esquire, dated Hudson's Bay
- ) Conipany’s Steamer “ Otter,” off Point Roberts, 21st May 1858.
SIR, . "
I uave further to communicate, for your information in respect to the enforcement of the
Revenue laws in aud about the entrance of Fraser’s River; that it is my present intention to appom~
Augastin Welling, now residing at Fort Langley, to the management and collection of the Customs
for the district of Fraser's River, and the performance of all duties connected with that office. He
. will require the assistance of a well-appointed military force in supporf of his authority, as the British
. frontier is now violated by Ameriean vessels in the most open manner.

. "I have, therefore, in the Queen’s name, to request that a detachment, sufficiently strong to mai-
tain, if requisite, by force of arms, the authority of the laws, may be furnished from Her Majesty®
ship « Satellite,” now under your cominand, and directed to proceed without delay to Fort Langley..
in tow of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s propeller  Otter.” ‘ )
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" also-herewith transmit, for your information, copy of a Despatch which I.addressed td Reur:
' Admiral Baynes on the 12th of May last, which will further explain the motives which have induced
" qe tomake this requisition on you. - : -

‘ i . T have, &e. R <
: " " (Signed)  Jaxes DoucrLas,
r - . Governor.

'

\

Copy of Lertex from James C. Pm-:\*osf, Esquire, Captain ILM.S, «Satellite,” to Govemor
Dovucuras, dated Point Roberts, 22d May 1858.

‘
-

I avEe the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despateh, dated ITudson's
Bav Company’s stcamer ¢ Ofter,” off Point Roberts, 2Ist May 1858, acquainting me of your in:
" tention to appoint a collector of Customs for the district of Fraser’s River, and requesting that &
detachment, sufficiently strong- to maintain, if requisite, by force of arms the authority of the lwws,
" may be furnished from Her Majesty’s ship * Satellite,” to support the. collector in the exercise of his
oftice, as the British frontier is now violated by foreign vessels in the most open manner. y
9. In reply thereto I'have to acquaint you, that I purpdse to.take my gig with ‘me on our
escirsion up Fraser’s River, and I have now ordered the launch of the ¢ Satellite,” with her crew,
wd s detachmen’t of marines consisting of one non-commissioned officer and four privates, to be ready
to accompany us as far as Fort Langley. The launch will be in thé charge.of Licutenant Gooch of
the « Satellite,” and he will be instructed to pay duc attention to any requisitions the collector of
(nstoms may make to him.

3. I irust that the presence of this boat in the river will have the desired effect of preserving order,

and that there will be no necessity to require her to have recourse to active measures for the enforee-
ient of ‘the Jaw. . ‘ ) -

4, As I have already explained t6 your Exeellency in my Despitch of the 18th instant. the
« Satellite . has special duties to perform, and as for the execution of those duties, I am neecssitated
to return in the coursc of a fortnight to Vancouver’s Island, I shall be obliged to withdraw the Lamch
from Fraser's River upon the departure of the ship from Point Roberts.

y ‘ I have, &ec. .o
(Signed) James C. PrREVOST, ‘
Captain H.M. Ship « Satellite,”.
and Scoior Naval Officer present.

Copy of Letter from James C. PrEvost, Esquire, Captain HLM.S. + Satellite,” to Governor
Doucras, dated Esquimalt, Vancouver’s Island, 9th June 1858.
Sim, ‘ :

ON the receipt of the last mail from IEngland, upon my rcturn to this anchorige, I find that

the services of the ¢ Satellite,” in connection with the special duty upon which she 'is employed. are
net Tikely to be called into requisition until about the end of the present month, I shall therefore,
unil that time, be ready to render you any assistance that I may be able in-regard to the preservation
* of territorial rights ‘and the maintenance of the laws, under the peculiar and unforescen circum-
stances consequent upon the “discovery of gold in Fraser’s River, as alluded to in your Despatch of
the 15th May 1858, and in my reply thereto of the 18th May. o
. I have, &c. -

(Signed)  JamEs C. PrEvOST. .
Captain H.MLS ¢ Satellite,” and Senior Officer

present at Vancouver's Island.

Cory of Letter from Governor Doteras to Jaxts C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S.
S “ Satellite,” dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 14th June 1858." -

», m’ ! .
> I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant. informine me
with reference to my letter to.you of the' 15th ultimo, and to your reply thereto.of the 18th wltimo,
that in consequence of the special duty uponwhich the ¢ Satellite™ is employed not requiring her
services until about the' end of the present month, you can until that time render me any assistance

thit you may be able in regard to the preservation of territorial rights and to the maimtenance,

. tfthe laws, under the circumstances consequent upon the discovery of gold in Fraser’y River.
Inreply thereto, I beg to offer you my best thanks for your ready co-opcxrari(%and, I would

herefore request you would be pood emough to proceed again with the « Satellite” thsthe entrance

 Fraser’s River, for the purpose of continuing the beneficial moral effect which Ivhave every
Teason to feel sure has already been produced by her former display at that point; and 1 have also
to request you will again detach the launch of the ¢ Satellite” to proceed to Fort Langlev with
suficient force, and instructions to the officer in charge of her to render all necessary assistance to
the officer of the Customs at that, place, should he experience any opposition to the discharge of his

“Guties. i

In making this requisition, I am fully aware of the unusual and great temptations to desert to

shich those employed will be exposed; and of its being almost more than can be expected, that
Ien, with nio greater inducements than 'the ordinary remuneration of the service, can under such
Sweumstances wholly resist the exciting and wonderful tales which'are to be everywhere heard,
?‘ﬂm therefore endeavouring to establish a fund 'to meet the neccssary expenses of the Revenue

-
/

£ i

Brimisy .
CoLrMBIA.
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«<vice, and out of that fund I' bope to bg.nblg t(}r, make an.allpwarice of as muclz as one dollar per
dicty.to cvery person belonging to the « Satellite” who may be actunlly and actively employed in.
bout in Frasers Kiver assisting in the discharge of the duties devolving upon the Revenye -
service. B ) ‘ '

‘ I remain, &e.

(Signed) * James:DoueLas, .

( Governor, Vancouver’s Islang,

-

_Cor¥ of a Letter from Javes C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S.  Satellite,” to Governgr

' Doucras, dated Esquimalt, Vancouver’s Island; 14th June 1858, o
s, . ) ,
I save -the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of this date, apd
in reply theretv beg to inform you that I shall be ready to procced to-morrow mornmg with He
Majesty's <hip under my command to t_hc entrance of Fraser’s River; but l)efo_re qu.ittjng this
auchorage in the ship, and before detaching the launch to Fort Laungley, I am anxious distinetly to

" understand ‘vour Ixcellency’s wishes, and to be in such a position as to prevent as far as possible any

illegality of action on the part of: those under my command, I beg theref‘ore‘ most respectfully to

request your Escellency will be pleased to inform me whether you are desirous that, while th”

* Satellite” is lying off the entrance of Fraser’s vaex:, I BhO}lld cause foreign boats and vessels to be

prevented from procceding up the river, unless .provided with a sufferance from the Custom House -

at Vietorin; and in sueh case I would request you would furnish me-with the requisite authority for

'so doing, so that I could act’ under it should eircumstances render such a course advisable. I hawe

also to request your Excelléncy will supply me with a cogy’ of the Instructions given to the Revenue

‘ofticers in Fraser’s River, so that I may give clear and definite orders to the officers T may detach to
assist the Revenue officers in the naintenance of the same. - - :

I have, &e.

g , . (Signed) JauMes C. PREVOST,

Captain HUM.S. « Satellite,” and Junior Naval Officer

present at Vancouver’s Island.

Copy of Letter from Governor DoucLas to JaMEs C. Prrvosr, Esquire, Captain HMS,
« Satellite,” dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 15th June 1858.

Sin, g ) ‘ f .
! Ix reply to your letter of yesterday's date, rcfen;ing, to my letter of the samic dateyand
requesting that before you leave Esquimalt for Fraser's .River, and before the launch of the
« Satellite” is ‘detached. to Fort Langley, you may, be distinctly informed of my wishes, and be
placed in such a position us to prevent any illegality of action on the part of those under you
command, I bave the honour to refer you to my letter of the 15th ultimo, transmitting to you 2
copy of the Proclamation which I issued on the Sth May 1858; and I have to request that you will
hereby consider yourself 'duly and fully empowered to act to the best of your discretion and

judgment to prevent any infringement of that Proclamation, and under.such authority you will be

justified in seizing and sending in for condemnation any forcign vessels that may be found in Fraser'-
River without proper papers and documents. :

In reply to your further request, that you may be furnished with a copy of the Instructions given
to the Revenue officers in Fraser’s River, so that you may give clear and definite orders to the
officers you may appoint to assist the Revenue officers in the maintenance of the laws, I beg to -
ncqlu:ﬁnt. you that the Revenue officers are acting under the Revenue laws of the Empire, anl
under the law which sccires to the Hudson’s Bay Company .the exclusive rights of trade, with -

; reference to which they have no particular instructions, their course of action in following the
* requirements of the law being perfectly independent of me; but I have instructed them to carry oot
strietly the proldbitions of the beforc-mentioned Proclamation, and under that to seize all ships, boats-
and vessels not being duly provided with a sufterance from the officer of Customs at Victoria, and 3
» licence from the agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company. L

Canoes with miners, having orly their mining tools, provisions, and nécessary personal baggge.
all being personal property, and not for purposes of trade, may be furnished with 2 pass and @
licence receipt, obtainable at ¥ort Langley, upon the payment of the sum of five dollars for esch
of these documents. . , -

" Lattach hereto copies of the forms of pass and licence receipt, and it would be a great beneft
to Her Majesty’s Service if ‘you would be good cnough to appoint some officer on board the
¢ Satellite ™ to issue such documents ip case of need, and to collect the sums duc upon ‘them. An
allowance of five per cent. being grun};ed by the Government in compensation for the trouble of ®
doing, and for furnishing a clear agcount of ' the passes and licences issued, and of the money
received. / ) ’ .

iy . I have, &c.
: /,/ (Signed)  Jaues Doveras
) ¢ Fomrm or Pass.
. i, ! -
The bearer pf this '+ is permitted to pass up Fraser’s Riverin o
having the ugdermentioned, provisions aud tools on board, all declared to be personal property sl
for personal ysc. . \ : _‘

( . L . C : (Signature)

1858. -
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: C;)i’f of LeTTER from Governor Doucras to Rear- Admiral Bavyyes, Conunander-iu-Chick of
Iler Majesty’s Forees in the Pacific, dated 12th May 1858 '

.
i N s

!,B " I mAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of tllc'27tla of Jan_li:u*y last, infornjing of
sour appointment as Commander-in-Chicf” of Her Majesty's Naval Forees in the Pacific, and 1
weceived with much pleasure the assurance of your rcadiness and flcs\x;c to attend {o the suggestions |
may from time to time have to make 1n ft{rthgmnce of thc_ Queen's Service. .

] bave very lytely addressed a communication to the Right Honourable Sceretary for the Cylonies,
directing his aittention "to the prodigious cmigration of United States’ citizens,’ and other forcjumers,
from California and Oregon, in consequence of the discovery of gold on Frasers” River within the
British Possessions on thia cosst. . * ¥ * R - )

To prevent the entrance of those peop}e into the British territory is, perhaps, nito;_r.cthe;- un]!{o.:ﬂl,]e
with any force that could be collected within a reasonable time; but what may be casily accomplizhed

is—to maintain;/the authority, of the Government, to preserve the peace, to punish offences, and-to -+
Y

caforce obedience 1o the laws, until Her Majesty’s Government are in a position to take more decided
teps for administering the Government of the country. . . ]

ftherefore take the liberty of making application to you for a suﬁ_icﬂmnt force to ail and asi-t in
.paintaining the Queen’s authority, until further Instructions are rchvé‘d from England.

_The * Satellite ” and “ Plumper ™ are both at present employed on this part of the coast. but heing
 apecial service I do not feel at liberty to tax them too severely for assistance, though L am con-
vinced that both Captains Prevost and Richards will afford me every assistance in their power, but
their means are limited. ' '

.

1 therefore think it highly necessary that the naval force in this quarfcr’ should be largely

. reinforced, especially as there is.no limit to_the possible amount of immigration into the Gold Region -

ghould the country prove productive ; and I sh:\ll. not be at all surfrieed if, in that case, there be an
inflax, in course of a few months, of twenty or t.hxrt.y thdusand pcop]e. I,‘as a matter of course; feel
deeply anxious about the results which may arise in the altered circumstances of tl}c country, and
desirous of sceing such measures taken as may have the effect of protecting the interests of the
British Crown. o ) ]
1 shall further address you from time to time as occasion may require.
With offers of our best gervice, ' "1 have, &e.

»

(Signed)  JaymEs Doucras. »
Governor, Vancouver’s Island.

No. 8.
Copy of 2 DESPATCH from Governor Doucras to the Right Hon. Lord Stanvey, M.P.
(No. 34.) , Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, August 19, 1858. -
g (Received, October 11, 1658.)
My Lorp, {Answered No. 30, Octoher 16, 1838, page 69.)

I uerewite trapsmit copy of a letter which I have lately received by Her
Majesty’s ship ¢ Calypso,” nnder the.command of Captain Montresor, from Rear- Admiral
Baynes, in reply to my communication to him of the 12th of May last, of which a copy
- was transmitted with my Despatches to your Lordship, infornung Admiral Baynes of the
lage immigration of foreigners into this country and Fraser's River, and urgently
recommending that the naval forces employed on this coast should be increased, with
the view of protecting life and property, and maintaining the supremacy of the laws.

2. I iufer from Admiral Baynes's letter t{ha he cannot furnish any additional force;
ueither does it appear from his letter that he gntertains any hopes of being able to aid or
wssist in protecting the country ; so that T any left to depend upon the casual aid received

Drrrisa

ConuMpia;

iy

No. 8

Enclosure,

from the ¢ Satellite * and ¢ Plumper,” whose excellent Commanders, Captains Prevost and

‘Richards, have merited my warmest thapks for their cordial and zealous co-operation in
all the protective measures adopted by this/Government. - :

3, The settlements on- the sea-board [require no other protection than those ships can
afford ; but a force is wanted for the service of the interior, which can be spared neither
from the « Satellite ” nor “‘Plumper,’,’ bbth being here on special serviee, ‘the latter on
the coast survey, and the former for th¢ gbjects of the Boundary Commission.

.. 4. There are now about’10,000 foreign/ miners in Fraser’s River, and upwards of 3,000
.of that number are profitably engaged /mn/gold mining. ' ‘

Thave appointed Sub-Commissioners fo mark out the mining claims, and to receive the
duty of 21s. 2 month payable on each ¢laim. Those officers require support, and the
mners demand protection, while I/have not a single man to detach to cither of their
.issistance. ‘ b ‘ .

5. The affairs of Government might be carried on smoothly with even a single com-

. /] - -
pany of infantry ; but at present 1 must, under Providence, depe srestTicasare on

D

e

R



BraTisie
Cort MBIA,

———

® Sec page 22,

28" SAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.

personal influcnce and management; & position inconsistent with the dignity of tp,
Queen’s Government. _ o |

6. 1 therefore trust that you will takc our caie into consideration, and direct sych
reinforcements to be sent to this' country as Her Majesty’s Government may deey
necessary. . ' 0 ] ,

7. My opiuion of the value and extent of the Gold Region has undgrgonc no chay
for the worse since I addressed you on the 10th of Junc last, and therc is every prospect
under proper management, that the country will produce a large revenue for the Crown,

8. We have commenced the work of improving the internal communications of the
country, as referred to in the 17th paragraph of my Despatch® No. 31. of the 26th of
July last, o party of 500 men being now engaged in opening a road into Upper Frasers
River by the valley of Harrison’s River. . .

9. A stern wheel steam-vesscl is now runming to the upper extremity of Harrisons

* Lake, from whence we have commenced cutting a road through the forest on the lef

*® See
Appendix 1.

Enclosure in
Ro.8. _

bank of Harrison’s River and Lillooet Lake to connect Anderson’s with_Harrison’s Lake,
the total distance between those twd points being about 80 miles of land carriage overs
gencrally level country. ] o . ,

10. The men employed in that important enterprise are gold miners, composed of
many nations, British subjects, Ainericans, French, Germans, Danes, Africans, and
Chincse, who volunteered their services immediately on our wish to open a practicable
route into the interior of the Fraser's River District being made known to the publi.
They, moreover, proffered their scrvices on terms so peculi'ar in themselves, and
advantageous for the country, that it would have bcen unwise of mc to decline them.
Each man, for ¢xample, on being enrolled_ into ‘the corps, paid into our hands the sum
of 25 dollars, as sccurity for good conduct. They receive no remuueration in thé-form
of pay ; the Government having mercly to supply them with food while employed on the
road, and to transport them frec of expense to the commencement of the road o
Harrison’s Lake, where the morey deposit of 25 dollars is to be repaid to them in
provisions, at Victoria prices, whien the road is finished. The cost of the work will
therefore not be heavy, nor exceed our meuns of repayment opt of the revenues of the
Gold District.

11. The organization of the corps is simple, yet etfective. it being divided into 20
companies of 25 men, and cach compuny under the command of a Captain, who carries
all orders into effect, reports to the Commander of the corps, and draws upon. the
Commissary for the weekly supplies of food. o T

An Engineer, with guides and Indians acquainted with the country, blazes the trees;
and marks out the,road, in advance of the main body. .

12. T have lately received the most checring accounts of the progress of the party,
who were.working assiduously, and had"then cut through about 16 miles from the com-
mencement of the road on Harrison’s Lakeé, and will, I trust, carry it through with the
same degree of spirit as they now exhibit. . '

13. The accompanying Map* of the country will more clearly show the direction of .
the road, and its connexion with Fraser’s River beyond the coast range of mountains.

14. That route will be of the greatest advantage to the country, and, when opened,
will form the commercial highway into the interior districts, there being little probability
of the cxistence of any other practicable route from the sea coast.

15. A direct routc from the head of Jarvis's Inlet (sce Map) to the Lillooct lake is
supposed -to exist, and will be explored as soon as the mass of business now on my
hands, is disposed of. ,

a , ) I have, &c.,
The Right Honourable Lord Stanley, M.P.,, (Signed) ~ JAMES DOUGLAS,
&c” © & ) Governor.

.

-

» Enclosure in No= 8.

A\ “ Gapges,” at Callao, Junc 28, 1858.
I ave the h'di’kur of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, dated the 121
of May last, yespectiog the cmigration into Her Majesty’s Possessions on the north-west coast of
America of United States citizens and other foreigners from California and Oregon, in consequenct
of the discovery of gold on Fraser's River, a copy of which 1 forwarded to the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty.

3
SR,

I have, &e.
Hi~ Excellency (Signed)  R. Caypt. BayNes. .
James Douglag, Esquire. " Rear-Admiral'and Commander-in-Chict

Governor of Vancouver’s Island,

»
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o No. 9.

~Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Lord Staniey, M.P.
~(No. 35.) S :

Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, August 27, 1858,
V¥ Lor, (Received Qctober 11, 1858, p. S I

Bririse
Covrvusia.

No. ¢

[

1. Since I last addressed you on the 19th instant,* an alarming report reached this = Page 27,

lice of the murder of 42 miners by the Indians of Fraser's River, and I, in consc-
sence, made a_requisition on Major Hawkins, Her Majesty’s Commissioner for deter-
mining the land boundary, for an officer and -ten men, and for an equal force respectively
un Captain Prevost of Her Majesty’s ship « Satellite” and Captain Montresor of Her
Majesty’s ship Calypso,” so as to of‘orm a force of 33 officers and men to proceed with
me to the scene of the disaster. : , '

2, That alarming rcport has since been contradictedein a Despatch from Mr. Hicks,
Her Majesty’s Sub-Commissioner of Crown lands for the District of Fort Yale, who
states ‘that- two men only were killed by the Indians, inStead of the Jarger number pre-
viously rc;iorted. I am ncvertheless preparing for ai e%:iﬁi(m to Fraser’s River, with
s small military force of 35 men, composed of 15 Sappers dnd Miners furnished by Major
Hawkins, and Licutenant Jones with 20 Marines, kindly furnished by Captain Prevost of
Her Majesty’s Ship « Satellite.” N C

3. Major Hawkins has decided on accompanying me to Fraser's River, and will
command the military force.” . * .o .

4, The object Lhavd in view by undertaking that journey is the enforcement of such
laws as may be found necessary for the maintenance of peace and good order among the
motley population of foreigners now assembled in Fraser’s River,and also practically to
assert the Tights of the Crown, by introducing the levying of /a licence duty on persons
digring for gold, in order to raise a rcvenue for the defence and protection of the country.

5. The military force is absurdly small for such an occasion, but I shall use cvery
exertion in my power to accomplish the great object in view, and to assert the rights of
my country, in hopes that carly mcasures will be taken by Her Majesty’s Government
to relieve the country from its present perilous state. .

[ transmit for your information the requisition I made on Captain Montresor, and his

reply thereto.

. " I have, &c. 2
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
& & &c. , " Governor.
<& Enclosure 1 in No. 9.
“Sz, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, August 24, 1858,

IstELLIGENCE has just heen received here of an alarming collision between white miners
and the native Indian Tribes of Fraser’s River. . ‘ .

A sanguinary war of races, the inevitable consequerice, of a prolonged state of misrule, may
plusge the Government into the inost serious difficulties, unless steps be immediately taken to avert
the evil : ~ ’ £

I therefore propose to visit that country as soon as the necessary arrangements can be completed.

A miljtary force is escentially necessary on that oceasion. to represent and sustain the dignity of
the Queen’s Government ; and I make this appeal to you, sir, in Her Mujesty’s name, for a detach-
ment of onc officer aud’ ten marines from Her Mujesty’s ship < Calypso,” to, be placed at my disposal
for that service, é’ ‘

B I have, &8,

' (‘aptnin,llontl'Cbox", R.N,, { Signed) Jaxes Doveras, Governor.
~ HM. Ship= Calypso,” Esquimalt.

) : -

o

Enclosure 2 in No. 9;

Sie, Her Majesty’s Ship « Calypso,” Esquimals,
i Vancouver’s Island, August 24, 1858.
IN reply to the requisition I had the honour to receive from your Excellency this afternoon, '
Theg leave to state that my orders from the Commander-in-Chief give me no discretionary powers,
wto prolonging my stay at Vancouver, and that, owing to the: « Satellite ” not having arrived at
Enluiixnalt for some days after the « Calypso,” I have already exceeded the stay I originally intended
0 make, \ -
Under these circumstances, I deem it my duty to proceed to sea to-morrow morning. I have,
however, consulted Captain Prevost as to ‘the number of marines that can be spared from the
D3

-
~,

-~

Budlosure 2,
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. Burrrsim < Satellite,” and haye rgcpxnnnen(led that an officer and 20 men should be placed at your .(lisp(;s:d’;
CoLtMmiA  gnd 1 have no doubt@at on his 1cceiving a sumilar requisition to that forwarded to, me Captaip
—  TPrevost will conside?2t Lis duty to.act as I have advised. .

. 1 have, &e. . .

His Excellency J ames Douglas, Faq.. ' _ (Signed)  F. B. MoNTRESOR,
Governor, Vancouver's Island, \Cag)tam Her Majesty’s Ship
Ke e, & ' % Calypso,” and senior officer

u w
w

present at Vancouver’s Island,

-
. [l

No.l(l.‘ ‘ : ‘ Lo NO. 10. ) " - .

Cory of DESPATECH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrros;
- ~ Bart. :
(No. 37.) l ' Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, August 30, 1858.

(Received October 11, 1858.)
Sir, : : (Answered, October 14, 1858, page 67.)

" Enclosure 1. I uerewirn transmit, for the information of Her Majesty’s Goveriment, copy of
“ndomre 2. the Instructions issucd to the Assistant Gold Commissioner to.be employed Tn.Frasers
Confidestil River, and also a Proclamation issued on the 25th instant, establishing Harljour Regula.
tions, and for the regulation of boats.and other small craft employcd on' the coasts
of Vancouvers Island, which I trust may mect with the approval of Her Majesty's
Government. . :

) ) , I have, &¢. ‘

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart.  (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
&e. ' &c. &c. o ' . Governor.

Enclosure 1 m ‘ Lo . Enclosure 1 in No. 10.
No. 10. . * L
, INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSISTANT GoLp COMMISSIONERS.
g . - - RN T
1. You will on thé first and following days of each month commence issuing licences i your
distrit, Yeceiving payment for the same in money or gold dust. You will commence at the portion
of the diggings which is most convenient, marking out at the time of giving the licence the boundaries
of each party, on the following scale, namely: ‘e -
On cvery river; twenty-five fect frontage to each person licensed.
On cvery creck and ravine, twenty-five feet™fo either side of the stream or ravine to each person

. licensed.
On table Jand or viver flats, constituting dry diggings, twenty feet square to cach persm
licensed e T ‘

Those allotments are to be marked consecutively, where practicable; and you will enter in a boek.

in the form annexed (B.). the descriptions of the localities allotted, with. the names of the partie. .

You will append to such book a rpugh chart of the ground, giving names, for the .convenienceof

reference, to the more prominent portions of the ground. . o
s < o~ 2 Youwill be furnished with blank licences; and- requisitions are to e made by you on the
Colonial Storekeeper for such further licences as may be necessary, care being taken that your
demand is madc sufficiently; early to enable that officer fo forward them to you by the timc they are
required.  You will ill up and.deliver the licenges to the partics at.the Gold Ficlds, entering their
mames. and receiving the prescribed fees; and you will maké halfimonthly payments dircet 1o the
territorial Treasurer in of the amount collected by you for licences, accompanied
by statements in duplicate of the particulars. You will also make a return to me of the number o
:lficencm issued. and the amount received, as well as of the number remaining of the blank licence
orms. : -

For any expense which you may he authorized to incur, accounts should be rendered to me as early
as practicable, and if found correct T will prepare.a_warrant authorizing payment of them to be made -
to the partics or their agengs. - . SR

In such eases as it may be deemed expedient to make payment for any supplies carfier than can be
donc in this way, an advance will be made to you for the purpose, with the understanding that it wil
be adjusted by a certain time, to be named in your application for it, specifying the general -objects
for which it is required, and that you will be held responsible for the amount, until this has been
donc by the passing of the accounts for the expenditure at the Audit Office. ’

o 3. You will at the same time forward to me Mnthly abstracts of the salaries of your Establish-

%L ment. includipg authorized accounts for rations, ’ ¢ g

- 4. You will in all respects carry out the General Regulations, of which copies are annexed, Teporting
any temporary d(_mntions which circumstances may render inevitable. - You ivill especially report
upon the applications made to you by companies or individuals under the 37d and 7th clauses of the
lzggutljnti,onav of the 13th July 1858, that the necessary steps may be at once_taken to carry out their
objects.. : ‘ . 1

‘0-. . .- [
N +
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5. You will be furnished with a chest, for the sceurity of gold and money received by y'ou‘, and it Bmirsu
< jgdesirnble that in your temporary absence the same should be given to the eme of the serjeant’ of Cortmmna.
cour party-  You will take care that the bauracks or tents are not at any time left withour « sufficient —
quurd. and you will keep a sentry on the ground at all times, day and night. n
6 You will settle.all disputes between licensed occupicrs of the Gold Ficlds, visiting, the “spot in .
dipute with as little: delay as possible. It is most desirable that every dispute should be instantly
. mvestigated and settled, that disputants may not have the temptation to redvess their grievances
themselves. ‘ o o ‘ .
"7, You will keep copies of all correspondence and aécounts, reporting to me the patticulars of the
wild received by you, and sent by asdort to ‘ ‘ or elsewhere, 7 't
®'8, You will keep me informed at all times with the particulars of the Gold Ficlds in yone district,
including the number of persons, the number licensed, and the general prospects of the place
5, As soon as practicable you will divide your district into-separate beats, nssigning o ench man
svarticolar locality. By this means he awill soon become acquainted with every persozi®n his beat, 7
ad more readily detect unlicetised diggers. % .

Victoria, Vapcoui'er’s Island, July 1st, 1858,

_—.U——r'-——
J ~
| ®) ;
FORMS REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPH 1. -
Forks. : " Names and Deseription.
No. 1" - - - Thotas James, Richard Doe, &c. v
No. 2. - - - - John Hinds, Robert Smith, &e. ‘ ' “
" No, 3., - - - William Trow, George Horin, &e, | ’ -
No. 4. - - - &e. &eo &e. B
Morman Bar. - : « R
' No. 1. - - - Thomas George, Robert Tom. "N ’
.. - No. 2. - - . &e. &e. 7
Great Falls, N S
No. 1. R -~ George Gray, Philip Jones,
No. 2. - - - &e. e. &e.
Fountain. - . . ) %
No. 1.. - - % William Par, Thomas Quill. -
No.2. = - - - - George Robin, &e. .
'

~

- PoricE REGULATIONS

“Your Establishment will consist of Six men; namely, a serjeant at one doilar and a half, and the
remainder at.oné dollar per diem each, with rations (two shillings) and with clothing.

You will hold Courts of Petty Sessions at the place near to your head quarters, which may be
Ir)hroc]aimed for that purpose on such days as shall be most convenient, giving sufficient publicity to

¢ same. ' .

You will carry out the general Police business of your district, taking.especial care that drinking
and gambling, and other disorders,,are as much as possible put down. The serjeant of yonr party will
alo act as chief constable, and his duties will be those ordinarily belongmg to such ofticers.

You will furnish me, monthly, with an account of the number 6f days on which Courts of
Petty Sessions are held, and of the number of cases, and their result, distingdishing their several
characters. AR , : .

You will have the power of dismissing any of your party for drunkenness or oiher misconduct,
reporting to me-the circumstances, - .

Fort Langley, July 13, 1858. ‘

a

“ ! {!
‘s GENERAL REGULATIONS FOE GoLp DISTRICT. ‘ -
1. With reference to the Proclamation of his Excellency the Governor, bearing date the 28th day .,
of December last, and to the notice from this office of the 30th of the same month, his Excellency \
directs it to be notified that the licences issued 35 accordance therewith, to dig, search for; and remove \

mld found in its natural place of deposit, will in future be limited in their operations to allusvial gold,
whether consisting of dust, grain, scale, or lump gold, and will not extend to matrix gold, combined
with quartz or any otlier rock remaining in its original bed or situation. .
2 Previously to the working of any such matrix gold, notice must be- given to and a written'
permission obtained from the Commissioner of the Gold District, who will require such security and
ke such arrangefaents for the protectiorrof the public interests as he may deem necessary. |
If the parties concerned fail to give the required notice or security, or to observe the conditions
peseribed by that officer, all such matrix gold, and also all allavial gold of every kind procured
vithout ‘due wuthority, will be seized as the property of the Crown, in whose possession soever it :
~1:;y be found, and the persous offending will render themselves liable to be prosccuted Mor the
ence. ‘ - :
3. Persons desirous of working auriferous quartz veins may make applicatioh in writing tg~the”
' lommissioner of the Gold 'District, accurately 1(;escribing the locality. Such application sholt be
‘ ~D 4
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pvg

‘

Brumsu immediately fccorded by ‘such officer in a book to be kept for ‘tha_t purpose, wh'iéh shall be open gt

Covunis. all reasonable times forthe inspection: of applicants. . T ,
—— " In casc no previous application shall have been made as above directed,.and should there b py

valid objection to the proposal, the Commissioner shall notify to the applicant his acceptance of the

SR s a-bond,-binding himself and two_or mo
to the satisfaction of the Government, jointly and severally in the sum of two thousand pounds, to pay

a royalty of ten per cent. on_all gold obtained from ang 'pn‘rt‘ of the land within the limits of his
claim, to an.officer to be appointed for that purpose by the (Jovcmmept. That rate will be computed
"on the actual produce, valued at 3. 4s. per oz, if procured by separation only, and ©oper
oz if by amalgamation. - i . e .
e shall further be bound to permit such officer to rgsxdc on the land in the neighbourhood of the
works, at such spot as may be assigned b_y the Coquxssxoner, and ‘also to give such ot’ﬁcer.access at all
| reasonable times to the buildings or premises, ?r_n! to all books :md. accounts connected with -the pro-

n duction of gold, also to give all necessary facilities for the collection of the royalty, daily or weekly,

as may be found most desirable. o \ . . N
4 All buildings, wachinery, or other improvements crcgtgd or made on the land shall be considered

. as additional seturity for the due performance of the conditions of the bond.

. 5. The above claim shall consist of half a mile of and in the course of the'vein, with fifty J’“d“
roserved on cach side.of such vein for building and other purposes. - N

" The right of cutting and using timber for building purposes or for fire-wood from adjacent Crown
'Jands, as well as access to neighbouring water, shall also be conceded. .

" The duration of the claim shall be three years, which shall, however, be extended for such further

period as upon receipt of instructions from Her Majesty’s Government may bq determined upon,

having due regard to the interests of the party concerried. At the expiration of the term of thir

holding, or on the termination of their tenure sooner, by consent of the Government, the parties shall

have Liberty to remove all huildings, machinery, or other improveménts erected or made by them, and

a reasonalie, time shall be allowed for that purpose ; provided always, that the conditions of the bond

shall have been duly fulfilled. : “ . ‘ : \ -

6. A claim such as above shall be forfeited,—by the failure of the applicant to enter within 4
reasonable period into the required bond; by his neglecting to pay the prescribed royalty at the
time and in the manner required by the bond; by his not employing at least twenty persons on such
claim within six months of the ‘acceptance of his application for the same; by his ceasing to employ
that number of persons on the works for the*period of one month thereafter ; by obstructing the
" officer in the proper performance of his duty, or in any way violating the terms of the bond. _Such -

vein shail then be open to selection by other parties. - )

7. Persons desivous of dlraining ponds or waterholes may make application in the mode above
atated to the Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner of the Gold District, and shall be subject in all
respects to the same regulations, with the exception that in the place of the payment of a royalty the
applicants shall bind themsels cs to employ in each case the number of persons for whdm the working
of the claim would afford employment, as may be determined by the Government, on® the report of
the Commissioner, during the period of their occupation, and to-take out a licence for every person so
employed ; and such claim shall be voided by the withdrawal of such number of persons from the
work, unless in case of interruption by flood or other unforseen accident. .

8 The persons undertaking to drain any such pond or watercourse will not, however, be compelled
to cmploy that number of persons during their occupancy, as required by this notice. It will be

. sufficient that during such getupmncy they pay-for-Hicences for the full number, of persons so fixed.

9. Where more than one application shall have been made for any pond or waterhole previously to,
the publication of these regulations, or shall hereafter be made orthesamc—days-sueh-pond or_water-
hole shall be put up to tender, the advance being on the existing rate of the licence fec; am .
be understood that such advance shall be paid on any number of persons employed, in addition to the
number before determined. Co ‘ .

. 10. Persons occupying portions of the Gold Field by erecting temiporary buildings, tents, &e. a0
carrying-on business in any way, shall pay a fee: of. thirty shiliings monthly for the use of land
occupied by them, and they arc.required to pay the sum on demand, and 'in advance, to the officer -
appointed to receive payment of licence fees. '

[

‘

&

11. Persons desiring of establishing claims to new and unoccupied ground, by working in, the
ordinary method for alluvial gold, may have their claims marked out on the following seale, numely :—
1. Twenty-five feet frontage on rivers to cach person.
2 Twenty-five feet of the bed of a creek or ravine to eachperson.
: 3. Twenty fecg square of table land or river flats to each person.
"Every such cinim shall be voided by the failure on the part of the claimant to work the sme -
within ten days after the date of his acceptance; and persons found working on such or any other :
ground, without having previously paid the licence fee to the proper officer, shall pay double the .
amount for such licence, and in default be proceeded agiinst in the usual manner. )
The Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner is gmpowered to make such temporary regulations s '
may be necessary to prevent inconvenience to other licensed persons from: the carrying on operations
of the above nature. e ‘

v 8 -

) . _*" = By His Excellency’s Command
Issued at Fort Langley, this 13th day of July 1858. ,

\. N - e ieen i
N
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Lo ‘ ' Government House,. Victoria, December 30, 1858, Brizise
Wirn reference to the Proclamation issued on the 28th of December, declaring the rights of TorLisra.
i Crown in respect to_gold found in its natural place rof deposit within the Districts of Fraser's — w——
River snd of Thompson's River commonly known as the Quaatlan, Couteau, and Shuswap countries,—
___ Hia Excellency the Governor has heen_ pleased to establish the following pravisional regulations
under which licences may be obtained to dig, scarch for, and remove the same:— ' '
1st,—From and after the 1st day of February next, no person will be permitted to dig, search for,
or remove gold on or from’ any lands, public or private, without first taking out and paying
for.a licence in the form annexed. R ‘
sd.—For the present, and pending further proof of the extent and productiveness of the gold
. deposits, the licence fee has been fixed at twenty-one shillings per month, to be paid in
’ advance; but it is. to be understood that the rate is subject to future adjustment, as,

. circumstances may render it expedient.

3d—The licences can be obtained at Victoria, ¥ancouver’s Island, until a Commissioner is
appointed by His Excellency the Governor to carry those regulations into effeet, and who

" will be anthorized topecEive ﬁmﬂmm :
' jth—Rules adjusting the extent and position of land to be covered by cach Ticénce; xd—fuzJ.bc\\
Tégulated -

, Erevention «of confusion, and the interference of one licensed with another, will be

s

Panls
e
et

y the said Commissioner
“ .o "A,v-* » , Co .
, > Form or GoLp LICENCE.
No. . e ¢ a . . 185 .
The bearer . " , having paid to me the sum of twenty-one shillings on account of
the temitorial-Revenue, I hereby license him to dig, search for, and remove gold on and from any
such Crown Iand within the of . as I shall assign to him
-for that purpose, during the month of 185 . This licence must be produced whenever
~ Jemanded by me, or any person acting. under the authority of the Government. C '
‘ © {Signed) A.B., Commissioner.

"

~

b e ~ N
“r
vy s

Enclosure 2 in No. 10. ' : Enclosure 2in
R o ., N(o. 10,

Lot

ProcLamMATION ‘
' . By His Excellency Jaes DoueLas, Governor of Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies.

WaereAs by law all mines of gold, and all gold in its natural place of deposit within the Districts
of Fraser’s River and of Thompson’s River commonly known as the Quaatlan, Couteau, and Shuswap
comntries, whether ‘on the lands of the Queen or any of Her Majesty’s subjects, belong to the Crown:
. And whereas information has begn received by the Government that gold exists upon and in the
wll of the said Districts, and 'that certain persons have commenced or are about to commence
waching and digging for the same for-their own use, without leave or -other authority from Iler
Majesty =

f!ie:g I, James Douglas, the Governor aforesaid, in behalf of Her Majesty, do hereby publicly
wtify and declare, that all persons who shall take from any lands within the said. Districts any gold,
metal, or ore containing gold, or who shall dig for and disturb the soil in scarch of gold, metal, or ore,
vithout having been duly aathorized in that behalf by Her Majesty’s Colonial Government, will be

osecuted, both criminally and ciyilly, as the law allows. i
And I further notify and declire, that such regulations as may be found expedient will be prepared
“wt-published; getting’ forth the terms on which licences will be issuced for this purpose, on the

pavitestt.of 2 reasona ‘ - ‘

" ‘Given under my hand and sciliat-the Government Office, Victoria, this twenty-cighth day of e

December in the year of our Lord One thousand-eight hundred and fifty-seven, and in the twenty-

frst-year of Her Majesty’s reign. -
, T . —
“”"\- T, .. - God save the Queen.
’ 55 P TT e —_— i
ot 3 K3 ' M‘\\\ o
. L ‘ No. 11. T Fo.11.

am Copr of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras to the Right Hen. Sir. E. B. LYT';(:iv, T

Bart.

(No. 39.) ' ‘
Fort Hope, Fraser’s River, September 9, 1858.

’ ‘ . (Reccived Nov. 29th, 1858). 1
1. T HavE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch (confidential) of the 1st
it July last¥, and observe with feelings of indescribable satisfaction that Her Majesty’s  Page41. |
Government approve of the measures which I-conceived it necessary to resort to, in order
b-assert the dominion of the Trown over the Gold Districts of-Fraser’s-River, and the
Tetts of the Crown over the precious metalls. .

lSm,
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Brimsn 2, The measures subscquently taken with the view of iqtroducmg _public ‘orqer. and

CoLvMsia. povernment into the Gold Regions, and reported to you in my later communicatiop,
=  being part of the same general system, will, therefore, I feel assured, allslo meet with the

support of Her Majesty’s Government.. . _ o

3 The—tatter;Hike—the--initiatory-measures,_were introduced: under the pressure of

. mecessity, without adequate means, and, therefore, necessanly‘.lmpcrfge.t-;flgut in-adopt.

ing them we had ‘solely the great object in view of protecting Bl‘ltlSh‘ interests, ang

developing the resources of the Gold Regions. o e

- 4. It-was nccessary for that purpose that we should maintain: 2 proper control over

" the mixed multitude that have literally forced an cntrance nto the- 'rltlsh‘ Possgssxgns;

that Americans-and other foreigners should, on certain cconditions, 'be. admitted into the

Gold Regionsy; fgh:pt stocks of food should be thrown into tbose,d]stncts; that, for wayt

" of British Ships, foreign vessels should, as a temporary arrangement, be .allowed, under s

: . sufferance, renewable at ‘the closc of each voyage, to navigate the inland waters of

« =~ -. Frasers River; for the purpose of supplying the mivers with food and’ clothing; that

' . N;roads shoyld be opened, to render the Gold Distleéts gcces_mb]e to the miner an:@ to the’

merchant ; that Courts of Law should be ecstablished, and officers appointed for
the administration of justicc, the punishment of offences, and the protection of life and -

property ; and that the powerful native Indian Tribes who inhabit the Gold Regions
should be at once conciliated and placed under proper restramt. ) ~
5. All this I bave attemipted to do, and I trust that Her Majesty’s Government will
see in those attempts only a profound desire on my part to promote the interests of the -

Empire, without any admixture of other motives. - : x .

. 6. I have duly weighed the important communications made 1 your Despatch respect-

ing the views of Her Majesty’s éovem’ment on this country, and I will use every means

’ in my power to carry them fully into effect. ] ] .
. I'understand from those Instructions, that you do not decm it advisable to compel
m@kc out-mining licences for thé present, and that no obstacle whatever

. is to be opposed to-their, Jesort to Traser’s River; that the national ‘Tight to navigate,

Fraser’s -River is a question.which Her Majesty’s Government deems it proper to
reserve ; and that you enjoin caiition and delicacy in dealing with -those manifest cases
‘of international relationship and feeling™which are certain to “arise, and which, but for
- the exercise of temper and discretion, may easily.Jead to serious complications between
two neighbouring and powerful States; and that, finally, I am ditected to exercise
whatever influence and power I may possess in the manuer best calculated to give

. development to the country and to advance Imperial interests. :

8. I have to inform Her Majesty’s Government, that, as a general rule, the taking out
of licences by the miners of Fraser’s River has not yet been enforced, except to the
extent of levying on:each miner leaving Victoria for the Gold Diggings the sum of five
dollars for one month’s mining licence in advance.. o N

9. The object of that payment was to assert the rights of the Crown, and at the séme
time to form a fund to meet the current expenses of the Government ;. and my reason
for not sooner enforcing the taking out of licences was the fact that I have no direct
authority from Her Majesty’s Government to impose taxes in the Fraser's Bi
District, as my Commissions from the Crown extend only to the Colouy of Vayesivers

) Island and to Queen Charlotte’s Island ; and I, moreover, felt satisfied of the fiability of

r; the miners to pay the tax during the high stage of Fraser’s River, whepthe auriferous
bars were inundated, and the miners consequently lying idle and entirgly out of employ-
ment. ‘ , ’

10. The river is now falling rapidly, and the miners in many
are able to bear the tax, though, as a general rule, the great b6dy of the mining populs-
tion are still unemployed, or barely making money enoug'h/ o pay for their living. We

T~ shall, therefore, in consequence of your recommendation, grant them a further respite
ntil their mining claims become more productive, and fliey can afford to pay the regular .
licenee-duty for digging gold. :

11. As 'gllle\m\is,\however, no other means open to/ me of raising a revenue for defray-
ing the expense of theofficers and police emp}ioyéd on Fraser’s River, and 'of opening
roads and other necessary expens nnected with that country, and being, moreover,
exceedingly anxious to avoid drawing on the Fmperial Treasury, and to make the country
bear, as much as possible, its own burdens, 1 esftf:ﬁﬁﬁed\a\rggulation, before ‘my depar-
ture from Vancouver’s Island, with the consent of -the agents-of-the Hudson’s Bey
Company, authorizing the importation of foreign goods: of all kinds-into Frasers River—
at an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent., to be levied at Victoria, the proceeds of which

ces are doing well, and

4 I

# ! ! ' /‘
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are.to be exclusively applied to the service of Her Majesty’s Government, and to meet Brrmsm
the expenses of governing Iraser’s River. ‘ o

" This course appears in all respects advisable, the duty being a fair and cquitable tax,
sy collected, and bearing equally on the consamers. I thereforc trust it will meet
with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. '

'

12. I have to observe. for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, that all
“oreigners;and especially American citizens, who have visited Fraser's River since the
commencement of the gold excitement, have been treated with kindness, aud protected by .
the laws. The rights of the Crown, as well as the trading rights secured by statute to® .+~
" the Hudson’s Bay Company, have been' broadly asserted in my several Proclamations, <
with the object of maintaining British supremacy, by establishing a moral control over the
masses of foreigners, who; under the false impression that the country was free, and open .
io all nations, and that we had no military force at our disposal, were rushing defiantly .
and without ceremotiy into Her Majesty’s Possessions ; and we succecded by that means”
in securing respect and' obedience to the law, at a time when a policy of concessivh = |
would have been mistaken for weakness, and have proved injurious to British interests.
»'13..1 mdy also remark, that the wants of the mining population in Fraser’s River
have been abundantly supplied, both in respect of food and the other necessaries of life,
gs the miners were allowed to carry with them from Victoria an unlimited supply of
¢ " food, mining tools, and clothing, even to the extent of a six nionths’.stock, for their
© personal use; so that they are not under the necessity of making -purchases from the
+stores of the Hudson’s Bay Company, though they frequently do so,in consequence of
;. getting a better qilality of goods at a lower price than can be pfocured from other parties.
: Inshort, I think I may venture to assert that the miuners, a€ 2 body, are satisfied with
* 'the kindness they have received from the authorities sincg their’ arrival in the British
. Territory. ‘ 1 " / o ’
14. Being now engaged in visiting the various districts of Fraser’s River, with the
~ intention of reporting 'to you on their present state and condition, and being excecdingly
busy with various matters of detail, I will bring my present Despatch to a close, after
informing you that the mining population in this gquarter continue quict, orderly, and
submissive to the laws. ‘ -
I have, &c. , 1
(Signed): JAMES DOUGLAS,
: - Governor.

' /e Right Hon. Sir E. B. Eytton, Bart.
&e. &c. “&e. .

NO. 124‘." | '

SPATCH frdm Governor DoucLas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrrox.

g ~ ‘ " Bart: : T

. (No. 40.) "=~ YVictoria, Vancouver’s Island, September 29, 1858.

S, , (Received November 29, 1858.) A

I nave the honour to acknowlege thé receipt of your Despatch of the 1st of July®*,  Page41.
marked “ confidential,” transmitting copy of a letter addressed to the Department over
which you preside, by the Lords Commissioneys of the Admiralty, informing you of the
steps' they proposed to take in consequence of the Gold Discoveries in Fraser's River ;

- td you are pleased to add, for my particular information, that the officers commanding
Her'Majesty’s Ships at Vancouver’s Island would be directed to give me the fullest
sapport, should the civil power require a force to maintain order among the adventurers
resorting to the Gold Fields. L , ;o ‘

You also recommend caution in employipg such force, on account of the obvious
danger of the desertion of the men. " . L . : .

Thave on this occasion to assure Her Majesty’s Government that the considerable
fowers so placed in my bands will not be misapplied; nor rendered subservient to ‘the
E:omgtlon of any interests other than those. which with unbounded confidence they

ve mtrusted to my charge. . .

- Though so long and intimately connected with the Hudson’s Bay Company, I
have uniformly striven, during my administration. of the Government.of Vancouver's

*'Band, to dispense equal justice to all its inhabitants, and to aveid even the suspicion,
w allowable in the circumstances,’ of undue influence being used on my part in favouring

~ the"objects of the Hudson’s Bay Company. I was cautious even about enforcing the
laws in respect to the rights of that association, which has in fact exercised no right

- L\

"
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" Brumsm, “T0r/enjoyed any privilege of trade or’otherwise in this Colony that was not equally .

Corvxuia.  shared by cvery frecholder in the country.

————— |

/ "

Her Majesty’s-Government' may also rely upon a proper and discreet use . bgine
.made of the military ‘and naval force at my disposal, and that it will not b -
called into action cxcept in cases of extreme mnecessity; and' also.that all clajm,
Z]d _interests will be rendered subordinate to the great object of peopling ang
pening up the mew ‘country, and, consolidating it as an integral part of the Britigh

ad

Empire, oo P O
! I have given full consideration to' your suggestion of inducipg by conciliatory
; advances such of the American immigrants as appear to be respectable, and to possess
" inflience with their fellow countrymen, to co-operate with me in preserving order;

* and I shall gladly avail myself of such aid, should it be at any time attainabl:.
K - # * - Cw

I beg further to remark, that I feel under great obligations to Captain Prevos
of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Satellite,” and to Captain Richards; commangding the * Plumper,
for their cordial and unflinching support 'in every emergency ; and you will confer 5
great, favour by causing this testimony of their zeal to be communicated to.the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty. ‘ ‘ ,

R I have, &c. ~ ;
e . (Signed JAMES DOUGLAS,.
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. =~ -~ - - Governoy.

‘ &c. &e. ' &ec. ’ “

2

. : No. 13. ,
Nos.  Cory of DESPA'TCH from Governor Dovcras to the Right Hon. Sir . B. Lirroy,
1 * - © DBart. | .
(No. 42.) o Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, September 30, 1858.
Siz, (Received November 29, 1858.)

w

f1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 4%, of the 16th
of July. o ) .

2. 'I}n the midst of the varied cares and anxieties'that press upon me in the present
conjuncture, it is no small consolation to learn from your Despatch that Her Majestys -
Government feel assured of my zeal in the public service, and offer their firm support,
in the performance of the arduous duties consequent on my. present position ; and I beg
leave to say that I feel the value of that support, and deeply grateful for the confidence
reposed in me. - ’ : 1 o

3. 1 observe with satisfaction that Her Majesty’s Government were engaged in

conducting through Parliament a measure for the establishment of regular Government -
i_n the Gold Country, and were devising means for affording me the support of a military
orce. : :

4. I have perused’ your remarks, defining the extént of the powers conferred on the
-Governor of Vancouvers Island by the Royal Commission, and obgerve that you
approve of the appointment of a revepue officer, to prevent the landing of prohibited .
articles in Fraser’s River, aud instruct me to maintain the principle, that the navigation
of Fraser’s River itself, above. the mouth, is open to British vessels only, and that.
American or other foreign vessels, jf admitted to navigate that river, should be required
to take out a licence, ‘your instructions on those points being in strict accordance with
.our present regulations. - ' *

5. I observe also from your Despatch, that the rights of trade made over tothe
Hudson's Bay Company are limited to the trade with the Indian tribes. ,

We have always hitherto given a more extended application to those rights, believing,
from the circumstance of the country being inhabited by <Indians alone, and from its not
being open forscttlement to white men, that the intention of Parliament in grauting the
licence was to make over the whole trade of the country to the Hudson’s Bay Com-

6. That construction of the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company was strengthened
by the following passage in his -Grace of Newcastle’s Despatch, No. 12, of the .
izn% of October 1853, on.which the proclamation issued on the Sth of May last was’

ased. - . ‘ , ‘ < v
. ! /

§
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.- «With regard to the third subject, the traffic: of the Americans with the Indians,.
.« vou are of. course aware that the Hudson’s Bay Company are legally cntitled to
 u this trade, to the exclusion of all other persons, whetber British or foreign. You are,
4 therefore, clearly at liberty to take such steps as may have the effect of punishing
« persons who infringe their rights. But I am of opinion that it would be prudent
. previously to issue a Proclamation, warning all persons against the consequences

« of such an infringement of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s rights, and also apprizing
© « foreigners that they are precluded from fishing within three miles of the shore.’

7. We shall, however, in future, act upon your instructions, abrogating and amending

vithout delay all existing. regulations repugnant thereto. The Proclamation of the
sth of May was ‘in fact virtually abrogated by later”regulations, permitting, in the
frst place, the entrance of boats and vessels, under sufferance, and afterwards allowing
_the importation of all kinds of goods into Fraser’s River, on the payment of an
"l valorem duty on the goods of 10 per cent., as mentioned in the 11th paragraph
~ ofmy Despatch No. 39%, of the 9th of September. ‘

. 8, The object of that Proclamation, which, from. the pressure of business, my
Despsiches have ‘but imperfectly explained to Her Majesty’s Government, was not
slely to protect the interests of 'the Hudson’s Bay Company, for in the circumstances
- of the country that was a simple impossibility, but I sought to establish thereby a
- Todl control over the multitude of foreigners who were entering the country, and
" who, motwithstanding our precautions to the contrary, “have’ been with difficulty
~ restraimed from taking possession of and occupying as squatters” all the valuable

lnd on Frasér's River. I felt that a step of that kind could not.be legally carried
ntoeffect in my position as Governor of Vancouvers Island; but while holding that
sition, and representing, at the same time, the Hudsoti's Bay Company, I fancied that
- mportant public measure would violate no law, and therefore, from its evident necessity,
neet with your approval and support. R , <
9. The arrangement with . the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, -of which you dis-
jpprove, Was ncver can'ieﬂ into effect; but the other forcign vessels employed on
Fraser's River were likewiSe bourd by the same conditions offercd to that company.
Those regulations have by subsequent changes fallen into disuse, insomuch as they are
. omnected with the privileges or tend to promiote the interests of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. . ’ :
lO?aWe shall forthwith discontinue the regulation requiring the prepayment of mining
lcences and head mon€y on persons going to Fraser’s River{ in consequence of your
istructions to that effect,”and in all other respects we shall conform strictly to the
instructions contained in your Despatch. : “ . A
- ' f - - I have, &c. .
o - o . - (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. : ‘ Governor,
&e. ‘?,éc' &e. _— ~

x : ) o .
/ , !
\ ¥ . No.l4.
(et of DESPATCH from Govervor DouvcrLas to the Right Hon. Sir £. B. Lytrox,
. | a Bart. : S

, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 11, 1858,
§m, T . (Received Nov. 29th, 1858.)

LT have/g the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 6*, of the
3ist of July last, communicating the views which you entertain upon various topics of
mpottance beaying upon the present situation of affairs and the establishment of a
rgular Governiment in British Columbia. -
.2 Though { regret that the pressure of public business, the want of efficient aid, and
megular mail facilities, have prevented me from communicating so fully with you as the
pesition of aj{airs required, it is very gratifying to my feelings to discover, from the
tmmunication of those views in your Despatch, that the measures which have been
ubpted with/the view of raising a revenue for defraying the expenscs of. Government in
tht country’ coincide so closely as they do with those recommended in your Despatch.

3.- In conisequence of the unexpected force of the immigration from the United States,
of the pressure of the masses, we were compelled in the emergency, by a stern neces-
iy, either to take the initiative, and to give a direction to the masses, or to submit to
their dictz?ﬁon as to the measures which t%e Government had to pursue,

. 3 4
/ ’ S
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Britisn 4. ¥or that reason I'had to act in many cases without delay, and without distine; -
CoLommis. Jegal authgrity, except that discretionary power ~derived from my Commission 4
~——  Governor of Vaticouver’s Island,” which I believe applies to all cases affecting the: public
intercsts not provided for in Her Majesty’s Instructions. S
5. In asserting the dominion of the Crown over the_Gold Region, and the rights of
the Crown over the ‘precious metals, I felt that I was acting clearly according to const.
tutional law and usage ; but I did not feel e%;nﬂ!y certain about the expediency or the
-power of enforcing those rights, by levying the licence duty on miners, in a remote and
v ~ " almost inaccessible country. : . R,
‘ " 6. Being in'urgent want of money to meet the unavoidably. increasing expenditure of
Government, consequent on, th® influx.of people, I conceived it would be only proper
-+ to make them bear the cost. of that expenditure, and that circumstance suggested the
idex of levying a month’s licence in. advance on every person entering Fraser's River,
with the condition, however, that the certificate of such payment ‘would be received in
= compensation of the first month’s mining on the claim assigned to the patty holding
S it in Fraser’s River ; a measure which was immediately carried into effect, with the satis.
‘ ~ factory results of creating a fund to meet our imrpediate expenses, a_nd_ securing the
support of a large body of miners, who, having paid the Crown dues, insisted that any
such person as had evaded that payment should -either comply with the Government .
regulation, or relinquish their miming claims, fhus Jending a prodigious moral power to
~—————the -Government while enforcing the mining duty.

7. I have, however, from the first doubted the expediency of levying the dutya
mining Teences, which will always be. an unpopular ‘tax, besides being arduous nd
expeansive £0 levy in a country so extensive 'and difficult of access as Fraser's River. I
therefore much prefer to that tax the adoption of the views entertained in your Despatch,
as a means of Taising a revenue;-that is, levying moderate duties on beer, wine and
spirits, and other articles subject to taxation, this being in fact continuing the import
duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, at present levied on all goods imported into Brtish
Lolumbia. \ ‘

. 8. 'The disposal of public lands and also of town lots, as suggested in your Despatch,
will, T think, prove a prolific source of revenue, besides having the effect of opening
the country for permanent settlement. In my late excursion to Fraser’s River, of which
I will soon-forward an account, the most urgent appeals were made to me by intending

. settlers, on the prospect of approaching winter, for the purchase of town lots at For
Yale and Fort Hope ; but having no legal aathority to make sales of land, or to grit.
sufficient titles, I could only meet their wishes by giving leases of the desired lots, st s -
monthly rent of 41 shillings, to be continued, with a pre-emption right to the holder, .
‘until the land is finally sold. . : :

9. Since the arrival of your Despatch, I have sent Mr. Pemberton, the Surveyor .
General, to lay out three several town sites on Fraser’s River, namely, at o

' Old Fort Langley,
Fort Hope,
- \ Fort Yale, | ‘
there being a demand at each of those places for town lots, in consequence of ther |
position at, important trading points "of 'Sle River, which gives them a'peculiar valuein -
the estimation of the public. . : :

-10.  The Surveyor hds advertised. a public sale at this place of town lots 64 x 120
, ~ feet, 'in extent at old Fort Langley, for the 20th of this month, October, the upset .
. ' price to be 100 dollars for each lot of that size, and not to be sold for less than the :

: upset price. Though this is not a propitious time for the disposal of town lots,it |
is expected that the Government will realize a considerable sum from that sale. :

1. We also look forward to raising. a considerable sum through the duty on
licensed ale and beer houses, and also on trading licences, should it be considered
judicious to continue such taxes. > ‘ 5 o

12. I am anxious to save the presént mail,- and will therefore leave the subject

of revenue until I can prepare a digested report on the subject, .and have an opportunity ’

5 of ascertaining, as you again have suggested, the sense of*the immigrants upon % .

Important a matter. , ' ‘ S

13. I will not-fail to keep steadily in view the fact, that the Imperial Parliament

will expect that British Columbia: shall be self-supporting as soon as possible, and :

that it is the desire of the Mother Country. that Representative Institutions and self- -

government. should prevail in that Colony, as soon as the material for those institutions .

' areéh(i?m to exist, and to that object we shall, as you recommend, aim and shape all
our policy. o o S ,

e —
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14. I observe also your intention of despatching a party of Royal Engincers for Brirsm
British Columbia, and the particular objects for which that “force is to be despatched, Covrmia
The manner_in which it is the wish of Her Majesty’s Government that force should -
b employed, and. the Government: of British Columbia be carried on, are important
sibjects;” to which I will give all the consideration which their vast importance

uires. ; - » B

15. I also observe your intention of sending out an experienced Inspector of Police,

yagsist in the formation of a police force, and I am convinced that he will be of great
- wrvice to the Government, though we have already organized a force of that description,
ad also sworn’in a number of special police, consisting of the inhabitants of Forg
. Yle, to be employed on cmergencies in kecping the peace. e
116. I shall not fail to give the fullest scope to your humane consideration for the -
mprovement of the native Indian tribes, and shall’ take carc that all. their civil and
yrarian Tights be protected.” I have in fact already taken, measures, as far as possible.
o prevent collisions betwcen those tribes and the whites, and have impressed upon
the miners the great fact that the law will protect the Indian.cqually with the white
* pan, and regard him in'all respects as a fellow subject. THhat principle being admitted
vil go far-towards the well-being of the Indian tribes, and securing the pcace of the
country. . ‘ -

17.§shall also by every means in my power ciideayour to sccure the confidence of
the inhabitants of British Columbia, and to attach them by thc ties of interest to the
 existing Government. - ’ ‘

18, I regret that time does not permit me to report to you more fully on this occasion,
ss the mail steamer has just arrived from Puget’s Sound, and will Jeave at an carly hour
temorrow ; but - Her Majesty’s Government may rest assured that the Imstrucfions I
have received will be fully carried into effect, and that all our measures will be framed
wpon.those Instructions, . o ’ .

. I bave, &ec.
t . (Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS,
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor.
. &e. C & &ec. ‘ r ‘

E 4
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; Despat‘ches from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. - Britisn
. i , k - .~ CoLumsra
\ .

Omt—

fas

: ‘ \ ) No. 1. Noi
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. LyrTon; Bart., to Governor
’ ' DoucLas. ) . .
(Confidential. ) -
S o Downing Street, July.1, 1858.
In transmitting you the copy of a letter addressed to this Department by order
o the, Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to inform me of the stepsthey propose
to take in consequence of the gold discoveries on Fraser’s River, I wish to add, for your gaciosure.
icular information, that 1 have ascertsined, by communication with the Admiralty, =™ 7
that the officers commanding Her Majesty’s Vessels at Vancouver’s Island will be directed
to give you all the sugport in their power, and to render the_ir crews, and more especxaily
the Marines, servicedble, as far as circumstances will allow, if the Civil Government
sioid requige a force to maintain order among the adventurers resorting to the Gold
" Filds. But it will be necessary to be very cautious in employing them, on account

Sie,

!

- of the obvious danger of desertion. - ‘ )

Her Majesty’s Government, feeling the. difficulties and the critical nature of your
present circumstances, have not hesitated to place these considerable powers in your
hnds; butthey .rely upon your forbearance, judgment, and conciliation to avoid all
rort to military or naval force which may lead to conflict and loss of life, except under
the pressure of cxtreme necessity. Still less need I impress upon you the importance of
woiding any act which directly or indirectly might be construed into an. application of
Imperial ‘resources to-the objects of the Hudson’s Bay Company, in whose service you
hve'so long been engaged. Even the suspicion of this, however unfounded, woutd be
eninently prejudicial to the establishment of Civil Government in the country lying near

.tie Fraser’s River, and would multiply existing difliculties and dangers. All claims and
interests must ‘be subordinated to that policy which is to be found in the peopling and
"gqening up of the mew country, avith the intention of consolidating it as -an integtal

ad important part of the British Empire. : e T

Itis possible that by personal influence and conciliatory communications with such,
of the leading ‘men amongst the American immigrants as appear to be of good intention.
or respectable bearing, you might induce them to co-opcrate with you in preserving’,
order-amongst. their countrymen, and to lay aside any feeling of prejudice or mistrust -
vith which they may have cntered the territory.

' ' I have, &c.

_ .Governor Douglas, (Signed)  E. B.LYTTON.
&e.  &c. ' .
. Enclosure in No. 1. , ‘ Enclosare 1
Sz, Adriiralty, June 28, 1858. No.1.

I BAVE received, and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your letter of the
%th instant, with its enclosure, from the Governor of Vancouver's Island, relative'to a steam vessel
bein%esmtioned for the present at- that island, to protect British interests, in consequence of the
nmber of persons resorting to the recently-discovered Gold Fields in Her Majesty’s Dominions in -
North-western America in the neighbourhood of Fraser’s River.

My Lords desire me to state, for the information of Sectetary Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, that orders
vil be sent to Rear-Admiral Baynes, the Comimander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s ships on the Pacific
Station, either himself to proceed to Vadcouver’s Island, or to select some senior officer to send
thither, for the purpose of ascertaining-whether the naval force already stationed there is sufficient
e the support of the civil authority and the protection of British interests; and should the force .
wut be considered, sufficient, the Rear-Admiral will be instructed to send such additi({n as. he may

-y

&em to be necessity.
e

L ; . - Iam, &e.
Herman Merivade, Esq., ° s (Signed) 'H. Cormer. -
— ., & )
Colonigl Offite. \ L.
A 4 : ' - [
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. No. 2. ' ‘

‘ \ See

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lirroy, Bart., to Governor
Co ; . DougcLas. ‘

‘No. 4.) “

SR, Downing Street, July 16, i'858‘

a2 Proclamation which' you had issued on the subject of boats and vesscls entering
Fraser's River for trade, and reporting further on the state of the Couteau Gold
Diggings. ' | . \

The accounts which have reached Her. Majesty's Government from other quarters
as well as your own afford abundant evidence of the criticql nature of the circum-
stances in which you are placed: They have much satisﬁlqtnon i rcﬂectirgg that the
maintenance of .public order and of the rights of the Crown in that quarter is piaced in
the hands of an officer so vigilant, and so well acquainted with the country and the
people as yourself; and you may rcly on :cheir support .il} the performance of this
arduous duty, under the very peculiar difficultics of your position. ‘

*They are now cngaged in conducting through Parliament-a measure for the purpose
of giving the sanction of law to the steps which the Crown will be advised to tuke
for the cstablishment of regular:government, and protection both of the immigrants and
you the suppert of a military force, as soonas this can be cffected.

In the meantime T must lay down a' few' rules for your guidance in the administration
of the authority which has thus devolved en you. ; .

In strict law, your Commission extends to Vancouver's Isiand only; but you are
authorized, under the necessity of the casc, to take such measures. not inconsistent
with the general rights of British subjects and othérs within Her Majesty’s Dominions,
as that necessity may justify. , .

I approve, therefore, f your having detached an officer of the Customs from Van.
couver’s Island (if the intention announced in your Despatch was caried into exccution),
for the purpose of preventing the landing in Iraser’s River of articles prohibited
under the Customs’ laws to which you refer. L

Subject to this restriction, Her Majesty’s Government wish no obstacle to be inter-
posed to the disembarkation of passengers and goods at the mouth of Fraser’s River
by foreign vesscls. Lo L

But it is necessary to maintain the principle, that the navigation of Iraser’s River
itself above the mouth is open in law to British vesscls only. American or other
foreign vesscls, therefore, i’ admitted to navigate that River (to which it is the desire
of Her Majesty’s Government that no unnecessary obstacles should be-interposed),
should be required to take a licence from yourself or such officer as you may delégate
for the purpose.

But I must distinctly ivamn you against using the powers hercby intrusted to you
in maintenance of the iuterests of the Hudson’s Bay Company in the territory.

The Company is entitled, under its existing lieence, to the exclusive trade with the
Indians, and possesses no other fight or privilege whatever.

It is, therefore, contrary to law, and equally contrary to the distindt instructions
which I have to convey to you, to exclude any class of persons from the territory,
or to prevent any importation of goods into it, on the ground of apprehended inter-
ference with this monopoly,—still more to make any Governmental regulations sub-
servient to the Revenues or interests of the Company. .

I am compelled, therefore, to disapprove, and to disallow if still in force, the Procls-
mation of which your Despatch transmitted a copy.” To fit out boats and vessls
to enter Fraser's River for trade is no “ infringement of the rights of the Hudson’s By
Company,” as that Proclamation terms it. Such infringement only commences whe
any trading with the Indians is attempted; and no steps can rightfully be taken to
Fut a stop to legal acts of this description, on the ground that they may be intended
or ulterior purposes, infringing on private rights. For the same reasonm, to require
a “licence from the Hudson’s Bay Company” of persons landing, in the -territory is
altogether unjustifiable. * 1

I am obliged. for the sawme reason, to disapprove of the terms which you have proposed
to the Pacific Mail Company. They ought not to be put under terms to *carry the
Company’s goods, and no_other;” mor ought they to be prevented from carrying
persons not furnished with a’g iner’s licence. Such licence can properly be required
of intending diggers on the “ground, ersons mercly seeking to land o

~—

the natives, as far as practicable; and they are also devising the means for affording -

—

- -

'

\EHAVE to acknowledge vour Despatch, No. 23. of the 19th May last,* cnclosing ‘
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the territory. Still less .have the Hudsons Bay Company any right whatever, to
esact ,frogl passengers any fee or ‘i\%i\money, by way, as'you term it, of ¢ com-
ation. ‘ ~ : ’
gshou]d, therefore, the Pacific Mail Con pany have assented to these terms, I must
pevertheless require their being altercd according to the temor of these ingfructions
* for'the fature. "y . -
Iam fully aware that before this Despatch can reach you the state of iings may
_have materially altered, and that some of these directions may bave becofme nappli-
cable. Even in that case, h_owev’é'r, they- \\:ill serve as an indication of Ythe gencral
policy_which it is the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to purglie, and their
vish that you should execute, in this emergency. ~I hope by the next
toadd to these directions. ‘

I have, &e¢.
Governor Douglas, ~ . ' (Signed) E. B. LYTTON,
&c.  &c. '

«

No. 3. -

. - (Confidential.) . ' ‘_‘,DOUGLAS.‘

S, . Downing Street, July 16, 1858.

My public Despatch of this' date will have shown you the high value which
Her Majesty’s Government attach to your services, and at the same time ‘will guard
you agamnst some. of the errors into which you may be led by your position as an
Agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, while
Government. ' , . ‘

I wish to inform yeu, confidentially, in addition, that a Bill is in progress through
Parliament to get rid of certain legal obstacles which interpose to prevent the Crown
fom constituting a Government suited to the cxigencies of so peculiar a case, over
the territory now resorted t6, according to report, by the multitudes whom the gold
diggings on Fraser’s River have attracted. o -

It is proposed. to appoint a Governor, with- a salary of. at least' 1,000/ per annum,
to bé paid for the present out of a Parliamentary vote. And it is-the desire of Her
Mgjesty’s. Government to appoint” you at once to that office, on the usual terms of
2 Governor’s appointment ; namely,“for six years at least, your administration of
that, office continuing to merit the approval of Her Majesty’s Government ; this
Government to be held, for the present, in conjunction with your 'separate Commission
13 Governor-of Vancouver’s Island. \ ' < ,
~ With regard tothe latter, I am not at this moment able to specify the terms as to
‘salaryon which it may ultimately be held, but your just interests would, of course, not be
overlooked. ‘ : ~ ‘ :

\

shortly be severed by the resumption by the Crown of tlie grant of the soil. And.their
legal rights'on the continent opposite terminates in' May next, at all events, by the expiry
of Her licence, if Eler Majesty should not be advised to terminate it soomer on the
establishment of the rew Colony. ‘ - ‘ S

t is absolutely necessary, in their view, that the administration-of the Government,
both of Vancouver’s' Island ‘and of the main land opposite, should be intrusted to an

. oficer or officers entirely unconnected with the Company.

you-are willing, on receiving the appointment which is thus offered you, to give - up,
vithin as short a time as may be practicable, all connexion whith you may have with’
that Company, either as its servant, or a shareholder, or in any-other capacity.

I'make this ‘proposal without discussing at present the. mature and extent of. your
actual connexions with that Company, but with the acquiescence of the Governor of the
company, who has seen this Despatch. * C ) ! S

In" the meantinie, 'and awaiting your answer, it is my present intention (liable

~oly to be altered by what may transpire in future advices. from yourself) to

-of a’successor. : ‘
L / Fa2-

,
—

; (oo

1ail to be able .

Corr-of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to '&}ovemo :

at the same time an officer ot Her Majesty’s -

_ The legal conmexion of the ‘Hudson’s Bay Company with Vancouver’s Island will A

+ I wish, therefore; for your distinct statement, as early as you can afford it, whether

issue a-Commission to. you as Governor; but you will fully understand that unleds-
.y are prepared. to assure me that all connexion between yourself and the Company .
sterminated, or in course of speedy termination;you will be relieved by the appointment

No, 3.
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1 make this proposal briefly, and withoiit unnecessary preface, being fully "assyrey
.that you will understand, on the one hand, that Her Majesty’s Goverument ‘are very
“@nxious to secure your services,if practicuble, but, on the other, that it is quite impossip;

that Jou should continue to serve at once the Crown and the Company, when they
“respective rights and interests may possibly diverge, and when at, all ‘events public

opinion-will not allow of such a connexion.
" I have, &ec.

lvGovernor Douglas, . ~ A (Signed),  E. B. LYTTON.
o &, &e. . .
Copy of D‘I\ESPL&TCH from the Right. Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor -

C Dovugras. -
. J, | N '
S (l\o.‘5.) o
; :

, o y ' " Downing Street, July 30, 1858
L nave to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government propose sending to Britich

' Columbia, by the earliest opf)ortunity, an officer_of Royal Engineers (probably a Field-
t

" Officer with'two or three subalterns), and a.compaty of Sappers and Miners, made upto

150 men, -non-commissioned officers and men. - ) A
-I must trust to you to make such arrangements in. the Colony for the ‘reception of this

party as you may deem necessary and suitable. . .. _ o ,
*" 1 shall provide the officer in gommand with general instructions for his guidance, of

which you shall ‘have a copy. . :
' ~' 1 have, &c.
~r + (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.

~

2

Governor, Douglas,
&e. &e.

’
»
4

’

. »
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Copy of DESPATCH from the Right.Hon. Sir-E. B. Lyrrox, Bart., to Governor
o ) DoucLas. :
* ¢Confidential.) ,
S, <. - *  Downing Street, July 31, 1858.
" Asit is a matter of considerable importance, both to Her Majesty’s Government
and yourself, that. there should be a perfect understanding as to the terms on which, if
you should so decide, you would assume office under Imperial authority ;
© I think it rigﬁt to state, as it was omitted on the last occasion, that besides relinquish-
mg, directly or indirectly, all connexion with the Hudson’s Bay Company, it will be
indispensable to apply that condition equally to any interest you may possess in the
Puget Sound Company. o :

It is most probable that.you have understood the offer contained in my Confidential
Despatch of the 16th instant in that sense; but I thiuk it better now to guard against
any possible misconception on the subject by thiis additional cxplandtion.

It is due to you to add, that if; after reflection, you should entertain the persuasion that
it will either not conduce to the public interests or “your own to exchange- your present
position for that of Governor of British Columbia, the ability you have displayed whils

. holding the office of Governor of Vancouver’s Islang will not escape the recollection of
Her Majesty’s Government, -shpuld it be your wish; on the expiration of the Hudsen’
Bay Company’s licence next year, to enter iito"the service of the Crown in the Colonies.

: o I have, &c.
Governor Douglas, . ‘ * . (Signed) E.B.LYTTON.
&c. - &e. . .o
. LT . NO. 6. ' ‘ o il
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
: ‘Doveras. = . N -
s (NO. 6-) ' - ‘ '
~ Srw, ) Downing Street, July 31, 1858.

Trovcr I expect shortly to have the honour of transmitting to you an Act passed
by the Imperial Parhament, authorizing the establishment of .a regular Government in the
-territorv west of the Rocky Mountains, I will not lose the opportunity of &ﬁi& mail to

~ . -

f
e
' " -
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communicate o you the views which I entertain, for I am scarcely in a condition to
fumish you with positive mstructions upon certain topics of importance which bear upon
your present situation. N ‘ . ] . | ‘ ,
. "1, I need hardly observe, that British Columbia, for by that name the Queen has been

gmciously pleased that the country should be known, stands’ on a very different footing

from many of our early Colonial Settlements. ‘They possessed the chief elements of

. success in Jands, which afforded safe though not very immediate sources of prosperity.
This territary combines, In a remarkable degree, the advantage of fertile lands, fine timber,
adjacent harbours, rivers, together with rich mineral products. . These last, which have
' Jed to the large immigration- of which all accounts speak, furnish the Government .with
" the means of raising ‘a Revenue which will at once defray thc necessary expenses of an
establishment. ‘ s
[am aware that in-Queen Charlotte Island, where gold was discovered a few years
' ago, licence fees were contemplated ; but the small quantity of gold which was worked
there. has not afforded any settled or fixed data as to the results of that experiment.
My own views lead me to think that moderate duties on beer; wine, spirits, and other
articles usually subject to taxation, would be preferable to the imposition of ]icences :

and I confidently expect that from these sources a large andn immediate revenue may

be derived. - ,

The disposal also of public lands, and especially of town lots, for which I am led to
believe there will be a great demand, will afford a rapid means of obtaining funds appli-
cable to the general purposes of-the Colony. You will, probably, at an early period take
steps for deciding upon “a site for 2’ ‘seaport town., But the question of how a Revenue
can best be raised m this new country depends so much on local circumstances, upon

which you possess such- superior means of farming a judgment to ‘myself, that I neces- -

sarily, but at the same time willingly, leave the decision upon it to you, with the remark
~ that'it will be prudent on your part, and expedient, to ascertain the general sense of the
mmigrants upon a matter- of so much importance.. Before I leave this part of the
subject, I must state, that {vhilst: the Imperial Parliament will cheerfully lend its assistance

‘in the early establishment of this new Colony, it will expect that the Colony shall be self-

~ supporting as soon as possible. You will Keep steadily in view that it is the desire of
this country that Representative Institutions and self-government should prevail in British
* Columbia, when, by the growth of a fixed population, materials for those Institutions

shall be known to exist; and that to that object you must, from the commencement, aim
- und shape all your policy. S : . '

2. I have informed you in my Despatch .of 30th instant, that a party of Rojyal
Engineers will be despatched to the Colony immediately. It will devolve upon them to
survey those parts of the country which. may be considered most suitable for scttlement,
to mark ot allotments of land for public purposes, to suggest a site for the seat of
Government, to point out where roads should be made, and ‘to render you such assistance
-85 may be in their power, on the distinct undetstanding; however, that this force is to be
maintained at the Imperial cost for only a limited period, and that, if required afterwards,

the Colony will have to defray the expense thereof. I have to add,that I am of opinion -

. that it will be reasouable and proper that the expense of the survey of all allotiments of

Brirsu
CoLrMBiA.

——

land to private individuals should be included in the price which the purchaser will have *

to pay for his property. I shall endeavour to secure, if possible, the services of an
officer in command of the Engineers who will be capable of reporting on the value of the
mineral resources.  This force is sent for scientific and practical purposes, and not solely

Jformilitary objects. As little display as possible should, therefore, be made of it. Its miere

appearance, if prominently obtruded, might serve to irritate, rather than appease, the mixed
population which will be collected in British Columbia. It should be remembered that
your real strength lies in the conviction of the emigrants that their interests are identical
- with those of the Government, which should be carried on in harmony with and by means
of the people of the country. As connected with this subject, it may be. convenient to
you to know that I contemplate sending out an experienced Inspector of Police to assist
n the formation of a Police force. You should consequently lose no time in considering
dow that force can be organized. It must be derived from the people on the spot, who
v}l understand that for their preservation from internal disturbances they must rely
wlely oti” themselves, and not on the military. I cannot permit myself to doubt, that in
. i matter so essential to the ¢vmmon security of all you wiil meet with the ready con-
wrrence of .the community, and that you will act for their interests in a manner which
shall be popular, and conformable with their general sentiments. ‘ ‘
3. I have to enjoin upon you to consider the best and most humane means of dealing
with the Native Indians. The feelings of this country would be strongly opposed to the
: F 3

FAY
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adoption of any arbitrary or oppressive measures towards them. At this distance, and with
the imperfect means of knowledge which I possess, I am reluctant to offer, as yet, any
suggestion as,to the prevention of affrays between the Indians and the immigrants. Thi
question is of ,so local a character that it must be solved by your knowledge and expe-
rience, and I commit it to you, in the full persuasion that you will pay every regard to

the interests of the Natives which an enlightened huinanity can suggest. Let me not

* omit to observe, that it should be an invariable condition, in all bargains or treaties with

*Vide page 1.

the Natives for the cession of lands possessed by them, that subsistence should be supplied
to them in some other shape, and above all, that it is the earnest desire of Her Majestys
Government that your carly attention should be given to the best means of diffusing
the blessings of the Christian Religion and of Civilization among the Natives,

4. In conclusion, I wish to impress upon you the necessity of seeking, by all legitimate
means, to secure the confidence and good-will of the immigrants, and to exhibit ro’
jealousy whatever of Americans or other foreigners who may enter the country. You'
will remember that this Colony is destined for free institutions at the earliest moment,
In the meanwhile it will be advisable for you to ascertain what Americans resorting to
the diggings enjoy the most influence or popular esteem, and you should open with then
a frank and fiiendly communication as to the best means of preserving order, and securin
the interests and peace of the Colony. It may be deserving your consideration whether
there may not be found alrcady amongst the immigrants, both British and foreign, some

rsons whom you could immediately form into a Council of Advice ; men, whom, if a

lective Council were ultimately established in the Colony; the immigrants themselves
would be likely to elect, and who might be able to render you valuable assistance until |
the machinery of Government were perfected, and you were i possession of the instruc-
tions which the Queen shall be-pleased to issue for your guidance. : .

5. 1 shall hope to receive at an early period your views on these and cther topies of
importance which are likely-to present themselves for your decision in the difficult
circumstances in which you are placed, and I request you to be assured, on the part of
Her Majesty’s Government, that I shall be most ready to afford you every assistance in
my power. .

. - \ I have, &c.
Governor Douglas, - i (Sigred)  E. B. LYTTON.
&e.  &c.v ) ) W

o

No. 7.
-Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, Bart., to Governor
_ ‘ DovucLras. :
(No. 7.) ]
Sir, ' Downing Street, August 14, 1858.

I HavE to transmit to you, for information and guidance, copy of an Act* which
has received Her Majesty’s assent, entitled «“ An Act to provide for the Government of

British Columbia.”

" There has not been as yet time to furnish youn by-this mail with the necessary Order

in Council, Commission and Instructions to yourself as Governor, which are necessary in
order to complete your legal powers. : "
You will continue nevertheless to act diring the brief interval before their arrival as
you have hitherto done, as the authorlzed representative of Her Majesty’s Government
in the territory of British Columbia, and take without hesitation such steps as you may

deem absolutely necessary for the government of the territory, and as are not repugnant

to the principles of British law; but you will do so in'conformity with the directions

G
8

which I transmit to you on several subjects by my Despatches.of even date herewith, and
in such others as you may receive from me. S

~

; I have, &c. .
Governor Douglas, ' (Signed)  E. B.LYTTON.
&e.  &c. . .

)
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No. 8. ' Co \

| Covy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart,, to Governor oL

| (No S)/ \ - ) DOUGL'AS‘. ' | L ‘ \
Sm, , C ‘ ** Downing Street; August 14, 1858.

1. I HavE to aékqdwledgc ‘the very important series of Despatches of ‘which the’

Y BriTisn

n—————

Na.g.

' qumbers aod dates are specified in the margin, showing the manner in which you have xesyiosune

continued to administer the Government of thé ‘territory in which the recent discoveries
of gold have taken place, and detailing the cxtraordinary course of events in that
uarter. ' ' B
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9. Her Majesty’s Government feel that the difficulties of your position are such as’ a0 Loy

' wurage, judgment, and familiarity with the resources of the country and character of the
eople can alonc overcome. |, They fgel also that minute directions conveyed fromx this
S,stance, and founded on an imperfect knowledge, are very liable to error and misunder-
¢mding. On some points, however, you have yourself asked for approval and Instruc- -
tions ; on others it is absolutely necessary that the views of Her Majesty’s Government %,
should be made clear to you. ‘ B
3. As to the steps which you have already: taken, I approve of the appointments
which you have made and reported, of Revenue officers, Mr. Hicks and Mr. Travaillot,
of Mr. Perrier as Justice of the Peace, and of Mr. Young as Gold Commissioner. I
' approve also, as a temporary measure, of the steps which you have ‘taken in regard to
the surveying department ; but I have it in contemplation to send to the Colony a-head
of that Department from England. , , . »
"4, 1 .propose selecting in’ this country some person for the office of Collector of -
Customs ; and shall send you also, at the earliest moment, an officer authorized to act as”

Judge; and who, I trust, as the Colony increases in importance, may be found competent o

to fill with credit and weight the situation of Chief Justice. I await your intimations as

to the wants and means of the Colony, in this sudden rise of sociul institutions ina _

cointry hitherto so wild, in order to select such law advisers as yon may deem the
wondition and progress of immigration more immediately requirc. And it is my wish
tht all legal authoritics conzected with the Government should be sent from home, and
thus freed. from every suspicion of local partialities, prejudices, and interests. ’
5. I highly approve of the steps which you have taken, as reported by yourself; with
regard to the Indians. It is in the execution of this very delicate and important portion
i at Her Majesty’s Government especially rely en vour knowledge and
experiente, obtained in your long service under the Hudson’s-Bay Company. You may
in turn' rely” on their support in the execution of such reasonable measurcs as you-may
devise for the protection of the Natives; the regulation of their intercourse with the whites,
and, whenever such a work may be commenced, their civilization. In what way the fur,
trade with the Indians may-be henceforth carried on with the most safety, and with due
.care to save them from the demoralizing bribes of ardent spirits, I desire to know your
views before you makc.any fixed regulations. No regulations giving the slightest pre-
ference to the Hudson’s Bay Company will be in future admissible; but possibly, with
the assent of the whole community, licences for Indian trade, impartially given to all who
would embark in it, might be a prudent and not unpopular precaution. : .
6. I approve of the measurcs which you have taken for raising a Revenuc by Customs,
ad authorize their continuance. = - ,
7. I approve also of your continuing'to levy licence fees for mining purposes, request-
* ing you, however, to adapt the scale of these fees to the geueral acquiescence of adven-
turers, and leaving it to your judgment to change this modc of taxation (as, for
_instance, into an export duty), if it shall appear, on experience, to be unadvisable to
continue it.” But on this head I must give you certain cautions. In the first place; no
distinction must be made between foreigners and British subjects as to the amount per
head of the licence fee required (nor'am I awire that you have proposed to do so). In-
' the second place, it must be made perfectly clear to every one that this licence fee is
levied, not. 1} regard to any supposed rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, but simply
‘In virtue 'of Ahe Prerogative of the Crown (now confirmed by the Act of Parliament trans:
mitted to you, if this was necessary,) to raise such revenue as it thinks proper, in return
for the permission to derive profits from the minerals on Crown Jands. :
8. Farther, with regard to these supposed rights of the. Hudson's Bay Company,
Imust refer you, in even stronger terms, to the cautions already cotveyed to you
b my former Despatches. The Hudson’s Bay Company have hitherto had an exclu-

)
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Bririsi ;{fve right to trade with Indians in the Fraser's River territory, but they haye kg
CoLuMBiA. fho other right whatever. They have had no right to exclude strangers. They

: 4
. :/

/,

»

havé had no rights of Government, or of occupation of the soil. They have had no

» »

7\ r”ight‘ to ‘preient or interfere with any kin‘d* of trading, except with Indians alone,

o o . But' to render all misconceptions
impossible, Her Majesty’s Government have determined on l'evoking_ the Company's
licence (which would itself have expired in next May) as regards British Columbig,
being fully authorized to do so by the terms of the licence itself, whenever a new
Colony is constituted. ' S

Fy .

The Company’s private i)rOperty'\i'ill be protected, in common .with that of 4

- ‘Her Majesty’s subjects; but they have no claim whatever for compensation for the
loss of their -exclusive trade, which they only posséssed -subject to this right of

revocation. The instrument formally revoking the licence will shortly be forwarded to
you. ‘ . ©oN : ' ’
the present to be expended on the necessary expenses of the Colony. ° o
".10. The immense resources which the information that reaches England every daj,
and is confirmed: with such authority by your last Despatch, assure me the Colony
ossesses, and .the facility for immediate use of these resources for the purpose of
Revenie, will at once free the Mother Country from those expenses which are adverse
to the policy of all heathful colonization, . * * * * » J

You will bear the-principle I have thus laid down perpetually in mind, so as to appor.

tion the Expenditure to the Revenue, and not to allow the former to exceed the
latter, " - ; ) o . \
1. The most important objects to which the local revenue can be applied would

" seem to be, police, public works to facilitatc landing and travelling, pagment of the

absolutely necessary officers, and above all surveving. But your ownglocal judgment
must mainly decide. You will render accurate accounts to me bothZof receipts and
expenditare, and you will probably find it necessary shortly to appdint a Treasurer,
which will be a provisional appointment. ' S :

You are authorized, if you think proper, to give for the present Government receipts
in lieu of deposits of gold: : L

As to this point I wish to have a more definite account of the nature of your proposal,;

12. You are fuily authorized to take such mecasures as you can for the transmission
of letters and levying postage. v

13. It appears by your Despatch that the staff of Survevors you have -engaged are

at present cmployed on Vancouver's Island, the soil of which is"as yet held under the

" expiring licence_of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; but it is British Columbia which now

demands, and indeed may almost absorb, the immediate cares of its Governor, ant

* your Surveyor may at once prepare the way for the arrival of the' Surveyor-Generl

appointed from hence, and of the Sappers and Miners who will be under his orders. '
14. I now, come to the important subject of future Government. It ispossible
(although on this point I am singularly without information) that the operations of the
gold diggers will be to a considerable extent ‘susperided during the winter, and that you
will, therefore, have some amount of leisure to consider the permanent prospects of the
Colony, and the best mode of administering its affairs. P ‘
You will be empowered both to govern and to legislate of . your own autherity ; but
vou will distinctly understand that this is as a'temporary measure only. It 1s the

.anxious wish of Her Majesty’s Government that. popular institutions, without which

they are convinced peace and order cannot long prevail, should be established with as.
little delay as' practicable; and until an Assembly can be organized - (which may be
whenever a permanent population, however small, is established on the soil,) I think,

as I have already stated in a former Despatch, that your best course will probably be to
form some kind of temporary Council, calling in this manner to your aid such persons

as the miners themselves may place confidence in.

.

15. You will receive additional directions along with your Cotnmission, when forwarded

to you ; and I have embodied in a separate Despatch those regarding the very importazt -

question of the disposal of land. :
16. Aware of the immediate demand, on your time and thoughts connected with toe

pressing question of the immigration to the gold mines, I do not wish to add unneces-

sarily to the burden of duties so onerous; but as yet our Department has been left

sin(i;ularly in ignorance of much that should enter into considerations of general policy,
an

9, With regard to the Revenue received from licences and Customs, you will hold it fo; *

on which non-official opidions arc constantly volunteered. Probably, amongst the
' - Y . :
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rsons you arc now employing, and, in whose knowledge and exactitude you can confide, Barrisi .
voumight find sowe one capable of assisting, under your superintendence, in furnishing CoLvasia.

we, 8¢ early as possible, with a report ‘of the general capacities of  the harbours of
" Yancouver,—of their advantages and defects,—of the mouth of the Fraser’s River, as the
gte of the entry into British Columbia, apart from the island,—of the probabilities of a-

caal, superior_for steam purposes to that -of the island, which may- be found in the’

mainland of British Columbia, .and such other' information as may guide the British
Government to the best and readiest means of developing the various and the differing

resources both of the island and the mainland; resources which have so strangely been -
concealed for ages, which are now so suddenly’ brought to light, and which may. be’

destined to effect, at no very distant period, a marked and permanent change in the
commerce and navigation of the known world.. ‘ | ‘
The officers now engaged in the maritime survey will, probably, render great assistance
. to yourself and to Her Majesty’s Government in this particular. - '
i7. 1 will only conclude with the general caution, that inasmuch as your legal powers
e as yet incomplete, it will be well that you should therein ‘confine yourself as much
ss possible to the mere issue of “regulations absolutely required, and not scck to carry
into effect the Crown’s general power of legislation, until fully authorized thereto.

'

: , I have, &c. N
Governor Douglas, , o (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.
' &ef &ec. f/ . : : —
\ ‘- No. 9. - .
Cory of DESPATCH from "the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
. . Doucras: . L
(No.9.) : S . - '

. " Downing Street, August 14, 1858. -

Frequest inquiries are addressed to this Office on the subject of the disposal of
lmd in British Colurabia to companies or private individuals in this country. In con-
sequence of the ignorance in which, from the peculiar circumstances of the case, I am
placed as to your views on a subject of such great importance to the future welfare of
this new Colony, I have forborne answering these inquiries, or encouraging expectations
vhich might not be realized. It is therefore very necessary that you should, at your
carliest convenience, communicate to me the' impressions. which you entertain on this
subject, accompanied by all the information which you can collect.

In the meantime you will take the following Provisional Rules to guide you :—

1. With regard to the very important subject of the disposal.of land, you are autho-
rized to sell' land merely winted for agricultural purposes (whenever a demand for it
shall arise) at such. upset price as you may think advisable. 1 believe that a rclatively
high upset price has many advantages ; but.your course must, in some degree, be guided
by the price at which such land is selling in neighbouring American territorics. But
with regard to land wanted for town purposés (to which speculation is almost certamn to

- direct itself in_the first instance), I cannot caution you too strongly against allowing it
to be disposed of at too low a sum. An upset price of at least 1/. per acre is in my
opinion absolutely required, in order that the local Government may in some degree par-

ficipate in the profit of the probable sales, and that mere land jobbing may be in sowe
degree checked. Whenever a free Legislature is assembled, it will be onc of its duties to
make further provision on this head. o ' '

;2. To open land for settlement gradually; not to sell beyond the limits of what
is either surveyed or ready for immediate survey, and to prevent, as far as in you lies,
squatting on unsold land. Mineral lands will require a special care. and forethought,
md I request your views thereon. - ’ ; |

3. To keep a separate ‘account of all Revenue to be derived from the sale of Jand.

/ tslgplying it to the purposes for the present of survey and communication, which, indeed

- siould be the first charge 'on the Land Revenue; and you will of course remember

that this will include the expense of the survey party (viz. Sappers and Mincrs) now'
wnt out. I shall be anxious to receive such accounts at the earliest period ‘at which
they can-be furnished, ‘

-

"4, Foreigners, as such, are not entitled to grants of waste land of the Crown in

Sy,

fo this territory all peaceful settlers, without regard to nation. Naturalization should,

British Colonies. But it is the strong desire of Her Majesty’s Government to attract

P
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Covomeis. and with naturalization the right of acquiring Crown land should follow." ‘
. 5. You will pardon me if I enjoin on you, as imperative, the most’ diligent care
that in the sales of land there should not be the slightest cause to-impute g desie
to show favour to tlie servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company. .. Parliament will wateh |
with jealousy every proceeding connected with ‘such sales; and, I shall rely upon you;-
to take every precaution which, not only impartial probity, but ‘deliberate prudence;
b can suggest, that there shall' be 'no 'handle given for a charge, I will not say of
‘ ‘ favour, but of indifference or ‘apathy to the various kinds of land jobling, either t
: benefit favoured individuals or to cheat the Land Revenue, which are of so frequent
occurrence at the cutset of colonization, and which it is the duty of Her Majesty’s
Government, so far as lies in them, to repress. ' o

Brartsa therefore, 'be granted to all who desire it, and are not. disqiialified byr special cauges;

: | o ‘ I have, &c. ,
' Governor Douglas, ' ' (Signed) E. B, LYTTON.
&c. &e.. . . ' o &,
o. 10. ; . No. 10. . '
| Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytrox, Bart., to Govermor

Dovucras.
(Separate.) :
Sir, ‘ }
" I uave the honour to introduce to you Captam Parsons, the bearer of
‘Despatch, who, in pursuance of the intention which T have already communicated’to
you, has been directed te repair to.Bgitish Columbia, accompanied by twenty non-
commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers, . C
1 need scarcely observe to you that the object for which this officer and his party .
have been detached to British Columbia is for ‘the exclusive service of. that €olony. |
- You will, therefore, afford ‘him, every assistance in your power for enabling him to
commence immediately such operstions in it as shall appear to him t;/be necessary, in
C

[Dm'r‘ming Stréet, Septem.ber 1, 185}/
e

. “bnticipation of the arrival of his commanding officer, Colonel Moody/ R.E., who wil
"_Aollow him with as much rapidity as is practicable. .And I trust that ¥ Captain Parsons’
" should require the temporary occupation for his party of the tr#ding posts up'the
country which belong to the Hudson’s Bay Company, you will take measures for
affording him such accommodation. '

\ R I bdve, &e. - . :
. ‘Governor Douglas, (Stgned E. B. LYTTON.
&e. &e. , o A
. ‘ va
Vo 11. ‘ No. 11.
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart., to Governor
' l . Doucras. i ‘
- ~ (No.1.) . )
: S, - e ' - Dgwning_Street, September 2, 1858.
*Commission, . ImavE the honour to transmit to you herefith the Queen’s Cloramission® ‘under

&ﬁquﬁp the Great Seal, constituting and appointing you t¢ be Governor and Comrr_mnder-in—Ql{ief }
' videpsge3  in and over the Colony of British Columbia/ and its ‘Dependencies, together with .
‘gi‘::d‘";‘éfg:‘;_ Instructionst under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet for your general guidance in the

tember 1858, ' administration of the Government of the Cology. -
vide page 5. . . T

| - T have, e~ - - e
Governor Douglas, (Signed) .+E. B. LYTTON. .
&e. &e. AT :

v t /’
- . 7
n A

Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lyrron, Bart,, to Governor
(No. 2.) | ' Dovetas. '

7

e

. Sm, v Downing Street, September 2, 1858.
do.f;‘gg‘fge“;’f" - I mavE the honour to trafismit herewith, for your information and-guidance, the
tember 1856, copy of an *Order made this day by Her Majesty in Council, by which you are

vidé page &,
«'# A/ s

/
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‘ ;,mpowered (sgbject‘ to the condiﬁfé" therein mentioned) to make provision for the Bmrrzsa
(iministration of justice, and to establish all such laws as may be necessary for the C".g“ﬁ

«

peace, order, and good government of the Colony of British Columbia.

"I have, &c. - ,
Governor Douglas, S ‘ (Signed), E. B. LYTTON
- & &c.. A ' ,
. \/ /t !
‘ N A . Np. 13’. ‘ ' ‘ " No. 13.
Cors of DESE: TCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor -
/ L) . DoucLras. ‘ o
(No.3.) - ‘ : ‘ :

' §m, : " . Downing Street, September 2, 1858.

~to my Despatch No. 8. (Vancouver's Island) of the 14th ultimo, I. :

wnsmit $6 you, herewith, the Queen’s revocation* of the Crown Grant of the 30th of May ° Vide pages.

1338, t'the Hudson’s Bay Company, in so far as the said Grant embraces or extends to

the tefritories comprised within the Colony of British Columbia. .
‘ / I have, &c. ‘

Governor Douglas, - " (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.
&c. &c. : S ) '
' - - - sttt T : ” " No. 14, i e e o ] No. 1.
. Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bait., to Governor
(No. 5.) | Dovgras. ; |

-

S, Downing Street, September 2, 1858.

I TrANsMIT, for your information, copies of a correspondence between this Depart- Encloswel

nent and the Board of Admiralty, on, the subject of affording Naval assistance to British —g—c?%‘g%—
Columbia. : . T —_—

‘ ‘ 4 - I have, &c. :
Governor Douglas, ° : (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.
&e. &c. ° C : , -
13
o Enclosure 1 in No. 14. , Lo Enclosure I in
Ste; . Downing Street, August 11, 1838. No-14.
I AM directed by Secrctary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton to acknowledge your letter of the 4th
instant, transmitting copies of letters from the Comwmander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces
in the Pacific, dated the 25th June, and from Governor Douglas, of the 12th May preceding, on the
abject of affording Naval assistance to British Columbia. .
Lai to request that you will inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that Sir Edward
Lytton attaches the greatest importance to the presence of a naval force, with as many Marines as
. un be conveniently spared, off %mser’s River, and that he hopes it may be in the power of their
Loedships to meet his views in this respect. S - £ s s -
’ S . ) I'am, &c.
The Secretary to the Admiralty. , . : (Signed)  H. MERIVALE.
-
T e e Lol ) i . N
Enclosure 2 in No. 14. . 7777 " Encoswe2ia -
- ‘ “ No. 14.

Sir, Admiralty, August 16, 1858.

WiTH reference to your letter of the 11th instant, stating that the greatest importance is
atached to the presence of a naval force, with as many Marines as can be spared, off Fraser’s River,
Iam gommanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, for the
iormation of Secretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, a copy of a letter which has been this day
uiressed to Rear-Admiral Baynes upon the subject. : '

Iam, &c.
Herman Merivale, Esq., , (Signed) ~ W. G. RoMaINE.
&e. &e., . ’ :

Colonial Office.
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“COLUMBIA,
;
Sub-Enclosure
to Encl. 2 in
No. 14,

Enclosure 3 in
No. 14.

1

Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure 2 in No. 14. .

Sir, L : ) ' Admiralty, August 16, 1856,
T an commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you hereiith g

copy of a letter, dated the llth. instant, from ‘Her Majesty’s _Under—Sccretury of State for b,
Colonics, stating that the greatest importance is atmphcd to the presence of a nava‘l force off Frasers
River ; and with reference to former orders upon this subject, and to'the observations in your lotter |
of the 25th June, ©that you cannot, without distressing other parts of your station, keep a greater
¢ forco than the © Satellite’ and ¢ Plumper’ at Vancouver's Island,” my Lords desire me to infony
you that the presence of a force, as referred to in the Colonial Office letter, herewith forwarded to yy,
is to be considered by you as a more pressing and important service than any other on your station of
which they are cognizant. ) . ST

Having this.day received letters from Captain Prevost respecting the recent discoveries of igoldg -
Fraser's River, British Columbia, dated the 17th June last, my Lords deem it important to repest the.
expression of their, opinion, that every possible assistance, which the means at your disposal wil
permit, should be given to support the authority of the Govemox_' of the H v:xdsgn’s Bay territory, and
to correct the irregularities which, if not checked, may Jead to serious comp%lcatlo‘;s. ’ ‘

‘ A am, &e. »
Rear-A dmiral Baynes, C.B., . (Signed) W. G. Roxanve.

Valparaiso.

Enclosure 3 in No. 14.

o ‘ Downing Street, August 20, 1858,
T ax directed by Sceretary Sir E. B. Lytton to acknowledge your two letters of the 16thof -
this month, the one ‘tramwmitting copy of communication received from Captain Prevost, of the
- Satellite,” the other, copy of the letter addressed by command of the Lords Commissiuners of the
Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Baynes, on the subject of affording the necessary protection to the local
Government in Vancouver's Island, and the region termed in your letter the Hudson’s Bay Territory,

Sig,-

_now the Government of British Columbia; and I have to express Sir E B. Lytton’s sense of the value

of “the dircctions thus given by their Liordships in the present erisis, and of the importaace of
continuing the vigilince now directed towards that quarter. & :
. ‘ - ’ I am, &c.
The Secrctary to the Admiralty., o (Signed) H. MEgrivaLe
: . 1

. No. 15. o e
Copy of DESPATCH. from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrzex,-Bart?; fo Govemor
' , ‘ Dotcuras. p
(No. 6. - L ‘ , '
StR; , o Downing Strect, September 2, 1858,
I HAVE to acquaint vou that directions were sent by the Overland Mail" of the -
25th ultimo to Rear-Admiral Sir Michael Seywmour, to despatch H.M.S. « Tribune” to
Vancouver's Island, with as many supernumerary Marines as she can carry and he cn
sparc. ‘
P The Lords Commissionets of the Admiralts® liave further apprised me that the Admirl -
was instracted, in May last, to send HJM.S. ¢ Pylades™ and “ Amethyst ” to the Pacifi
Station, as soon as their services in India and China might be no longer required, and
}h}at he has now been ordered to send the two ships in the first instance to Vancouvers

sland. : ' '

I have, &ec. :
Governor Douglas. T . (Signed) E, B. LYTTON.
&e. AN '

No. 16,

 Enclosure 1.

“Enclosure 2.
RO =
Enclosure 3.
| BRCOSuTe .
Enclosure 4.
onclosare -

, ~ No. A
Copy of DPESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir £, B\ Lyrrox, Bart., to Governor
(No: 7.) - ‘DouveLas. } :

’ Downing Street, September 2, 1858.
I rransyur for your informatiou copies of a correspondence between this Department
and the War Office, which will place you in possession of the measures which have beet
taken for sending to British Columbia a detachment of the Royal Engineers under the
command of a field officer. - : - - .

S1g,

.
o



Colonel Moody has been appointed to this command, and has als6, been selected for
‘the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia ; and I transmit
scopy of the instructions which have been, addressed to Colonel Moody with reference
o the discharge of his duties in that capacity, and specifying the amount of regimental
. py.and Colonial allowances to which he and the commissioned and non-commissioned
' officers and' Sappers of the detachment arc entitled. ’ ‘

[ may further observe, that a ship has been chartered, and is in course of preparation
 for the conveydce of the larger portion of this detachment by the Horn; but as the

age will consume nearly four months, and it is desirable that you should have the .

asistance and support of a part of this body without delay, both to represent the military

force of this country and to facilitate those surveying and enginecring operations which

it may be expedient to commence forthwith, I have made arrangements for the despatch

- of 20 men and an officer by the stcamer which leaves this country for Panama on the

" 9d of next month. ‘ - ) :
o : . ‘ . ’ * Ihave, &c. -

Governor Douglas, ‘ (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.
&c. &c. : s ‘ , o

'

Enclosu}'e 1 in No 16.

' ‘ L Downing Street, July 13, 1858.

I ax directed by ‘Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton, to request that you will call the atfention of
Secretary Major-Greneral Peel to the urgent necesity which appears to exist for affording the
assistance of .2 ‘military force to the civil power in Vancouver’s Island and on the opposite coast
of North Ameriza, under the circumstances- detailed in the annexed correspondence relative, to the
dicovery of gold in the Fraser’s River District just presented to Parliament* ~ .

. The Crown will be advised to constitute immediately a Colonial Government for the Fraser's
River District, in connexion, as far as this may be practicable, with that already established in
in Vancouver's Island.  There are one or two of Her Majesty’s vessels of war. at that island,
md this naval force will probably be 'soon augmented. But it appears to Sir E. B. Lytton
that there should be in addition & number of sol%

" fgy), who should, on the Governor's requisition, be marched inland, if there should be occasion for
their presence, to obviate the collisions which may be expected,be/tweep the diggers for gold and the
Indians.  ° \

Secretary Major-Greneral Peel will be best able to determine in what manner this foree should be
furnished ; whether, for example, by moving the detachment now established on the Red River in
North America, where their presence does Tot seem now to be require\d, or from the West Indies or
esewhere. ) ¢ o

SiR,

>

, , o I am, &.
The Under Secretary for War, T (Signed) = H. MERIVALE.
&e. &c. i ‘ ’ :

Enclosure 2 in No 16.

‘ ,  Downing Strect, August 3, 1858.
IN acknowledging the receipt of yvour letter of ‘the 27th nltimo, stating that a party of non-
commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers will be held in readiness for British Columbia,
[am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton. to request that. you will observe to Secretary Major-
General Peel, that in the selection of the field officer for the cominand of this detachment, it will
he of inestimable value to the prosperous foundation of the settlement that the choice should devolve
o a man ‘of good judgment, possessing a knowledge of mankind: for in the difficult sitnation in
which the officer administering thg Government of this new Colony will be placed at first, he will
fnd it-of great advantage to he hble to resort to an adviser on whom he ¢an rely for a sound and
lisinterested opinion I am to’exphin that the object for which this party of Rayal Engineers is
snt to British Columbia is not gplely military, thongh circumstances may compel it to act in that.
_Gpacity, but for practieal and scientific th;g;ges; that it will be required to execute survey= in those

Sz,

farts of the country which miay be considered most eligible for settlement, to mark out allotments

of land for public purposes, to suggest = site for the seat of Grovernment and for a sea-port town.
o point, out where roads should be made, and to rénder such general aid to the Governor_as may be
- within its competency. The officer’ administering the Government has been distinctly apprized that
tis Engincer force will be mamtained at the charge of the Imperial Treasury for only a limited
period; that if required beyond such period, the Colony will be called upon to defray the expense,

LN

:

* Vide Papers presented to both Houses of Parlinment by Command of Her Majesty, 2nd July 1858. i
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Sir,

and that the cost of surveys of lands for private individuals must be borne by the' purchagers thely.
selves, and be included in the price of the land. , . - \ T

Sir'E. Lytton desires me to statc that it would be very, desirable if nmongst this party there wen
one or two persons possessing a knowledge of mineralogy, :_md Qapa.b”]e‘ of reporting upon the gold,
and especially upon the subject of the logal resources which Sir Edward bas beef1 informed exist iy
the Colony. I 2m to request that the officer comm_anamg the Engineers may be instructed that o -
little display as possible should be made of this military force; that it is the desirc of Her Majesty
Government that the immigrants ‘should learn that .theu' interests are identical with those of the
Government, which should be carried on in harmony with and by means of the people;of the country;
amd that therefore they are not to rely upon the military asa force for the maintenance of peage and
order amongst themselves, or smongst the Native Indians. Lo Ey

Sir E. Lytton considers it indispensable, that besides their scientific instruments, 'the Engineers
ghould take with them tents, arms, including revolvers, ammaunition, and such military equipments s
General Peel may deem suitable for emergencies which may, though it is hoped they will not arise

T am farther to state that, if-consequence of reports which daily reach this Office, Sir E. Lytton is

‘most, anxious that this force should reach British Columbia with as little delay as possible; that he

considers that. in every point of view it will ‘be preferable that they should go round Cape Hom_ .-
instead of by Panama; and that it would therefore be advisable' that Major-Genera onld
communicate with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty with the w:icW of engaging the necessary
freizht. I am to add that Sir E. Lytton proposes to send by the same opportunity two or three of '
the public officers whom he intends to appoint to situations in the Colony; and that he will shortly
apprize Major-General Peel whether they will be accompanied by their families, and with the number

of their servants.
I am, &c.

The Under Secretary for. War. A o (Signed) H. Merivaie,

o)

‘ Enclosure 3 in No. 16.
(Extract.) (/ ’ . '
' ‘ . ‘War Office, August 17, 1858
. 'WiTH reference to thésgorrespondences which has passed relative to the force of Ropl
Engineers about to be despatebed to British Columbia, I amn directed by the Secretary of State for
War to transmit to you, for the consideration of Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, the accompanying
copy of a letter from the Horse Guards;together with its enclosures, giving 4 detail of the proposed
party, and of the pay and allowances to be granted to the ‘officers and men. b
Major-General Peel would recommend that the proposals of ‘the General Commanding-in-Clief
should be sanctioned and sppro¥ed, except as regards the Chaplain and Commissarint officer, which
appeintments Major-General Q’eel does not consider the circumstances under which this detachment
is'sent to the Colony render necessary. The number. of -women may be reduced to twenty. )
T am glso to transmit the accompanying papers which have been received from the Inspector
General of Fortifications, containing suggestions with regard to the equipment to be provided for
the detachment; and Siv John Burgoyne has further recommended that a photographic apparatus
should be added. R o ,
Major-Greneral Peel requests that you-will inform him, at your earljest convenience, whether, taking
into consideration the nature of the services on which the men will be employed, Sir E. B. Lytton s
of opinion that the articles of equipment specified in these suggestions will be required. '

, I have, &c. |
H. Merivale, Esq.. ' .(Signed.)  J. R. GobLey.
&e. & \
Enclosure 4 in No. 16. '
Sig, Downing Street, August 18th, 1858,

I gAVE laid your letter of the 17th instant, with its several enclosures, before Secretary Sir
E. B. Lytton, and Lam directed by him to réquest that you will inform Secretary Major-General
Peel that immediate steps should be taken for despatching the following degachment of Ropil -

. Engineers for service in British Columbia:

1 Lieut.-Colonel, with a Colonial allowance of 1;2007 per annum, besides regimental pay, which
should in each case be borne by this country. A . '
2 Captains; at a salary of 350/ per annum cach, in additiori"also to their regimental pay.
3 Subalterns, at 250L per annum each, exclusivs, of regimental pay.
150 Non-commissioned officers and men, with regimental and working pay, accompanied by 20 -
.\i'(;::;l;., according to the scale submitted by Colonel Gordon in his letter -of the 1ith
m .
The chaplain aod Commissariat officer to be dispensed with; but a Medical officer should be sent.
Of this party Sir E. Lytton wishes that 20 non-commissioned officers and men under the orders df
a subaltern should be sent on by the mail steamer of the st September, vis, Panama, taking with
them’such instruments of survey as they may require for immediate use. )

4

.
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" The equipments, military and civil, of which a Kst has been made out by order of the Inspector
General of Fortifications, should be at once procured, subject to the alterntions {nnde in it, it being
wdestood that these articles are all deemed by that officer to be absolutely indispensable, and that
they will not be expensive ; but articles which are essentially military ought not to be made & charge
yquinst the Colony. . o .
Lovill be negessary that an exact accbunt should be kept of all the expenses incurred for this
ition, it being intended that the new Colony shall ultimately f]ehmy the entire cost Pf ita
* wtablishment. In the meanwhile, arrangements are being made with the ;Lm}ls (‘ommissioners
. of the .Treasury' to- advance funds, on the requisition of, the Governor, sufficient fo cover the
-« gxpense which this party ‘of” Engincers shall occasion (independently, of course, of those .expenses
" for which the War Office is legitimately liable), in case 2 _there should be no Colonial resources
immediately available for that purpose . : .

It has been urged by Colonel Moody that one serjeant and dnc corporal of cavalry, together -

" yith one serjeant and one corporal of artillex:y, should be added to the dgtachm‘éfxt. It is stated
that they~will be of material assistance, Sir E, Lyttop would wish this addition to be made
the force. ) ’ .
wC[LIonel Moody has also suggested that, besides the rations mentioned in Colonel Gordon's letter
"of the 11th jnstant, as nccessary to be issued to officers and men, it would be very advisable that
“thep-ghould be .allowed to purchase at prime cost stores of clothing, and that a guide for this
my be tken from the purser’s Jist on hoard a man-of-war. I am to state that Sir E. Lytton
will raise no objection to this suggestion of Colonel Moody, if it meets with the approvileof Major-

(reneral Peel, ' T - \ 1
. 1 have, &e.
The Under Secretary of State (Signed) H. MErrvaLs.
for War. ‘ -~
e . . Enclosure 5 in No. 16.
Sre, - Downing Street, August 23, 1858.

—
, As you have been selected.for the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British
Columbia, Sir E. B. Lytton considers it-desirable to place on record the arrangement which has been
witled, on your acceptance of that appointment. It is to-be-distinctly understood.— \
Ist, That the Governor is the supreme authority in the Colony. That you will concert with him,
ud take his orders as to the spots ‘in the Colony to which your attention is to surveys, &e. shonld be
mmediately and principally directed. That you will advise and renderhim all the assistance in your
power, in the difficult situation in which it is probable that he will beojillaced for some time.

. 2 The Governor will be instructed to-regurd your duties as special, anid that they are not on any
wgomnt to be interfered with, except under circumstances 'of the gravest necessity, so that all possible
wnlict of duties may be avoided. On this point Sir Edward feels persuaded that your: character and

. your Colonial experience are sufficient guarantees against any discordance with the Governor.

% The Governor will be authorized to draw npon the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury for
the payment of the expenses attending the surveying party under your orders, if he should have no

(S

immediately at hand in the Colony for that purpose. You will, therefore, address your requi-

stions for money to him, if it should be necessary. = At the same time it is well o understand that”

Ber Majesty’s Government count on the immediate raising of large Revenues from the land sales and
other resources of the Colony, sufficient to defray from the outset the expenses of the survey and of
al other except the salary of the Governor. = And you will afford the Governor, though” without
shackling hie discretion, the benefit of your talents and experience in any suggestions for ensuring at
the earliest period -this paramount object.

1 The rates of pay and allowances which have been settled for officers and men are as follows i—

Regimental Poy Colonia}
Officers. ‘ per Annum. Allowance, » Total,
1 Chicf Commissioner of Lands and £ 2 .- Tz
Works, Colonel Moody, R.E. - 330 1,200 1,530
. 1 Captain - - - s s 202 . 350 552,
1 2d Captain - - - 202 350 552 .
1 3d 2d Captain ~ - 202 350 552
2 Subalterns (each) - - 125 . 250 375
Non-commissioned Officers and Sappers. o
- Regi 1 P; Working P
» - Rer Diem. per Diem. - Total.
. 1 Colour Sergeant and Acting s do - - ‘s d,- s d
Sergeant-Major - - 3 104 . . 3s. to Fs. 6 104 to S 101
1 Sergeant and Acting Quarter- i
master Sergeant - - 3 4 7T 3s to 5s. 6 44 to 8 4}
7 Sergeants (each - - .2, 103 3s. to 5s. 5 10} to 7 104
8 Ist Corporals =~ ¢ - - 2 2% . ls. to 4s. 3 24 to6 24
' g%d Corporals * - - 1 103 15, to™ 45, 2 103 to 5 103
Cls3 Sa“g:: :} - - -1 2% Is. to 4s. 2 2t to5 24
‘\\ ! G -4
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5. Tt is agreed that you shall remain in the Colony one year from the date of your arrival, and thyt
\you will not quit it unless you are satisfied that thic officer you leave in charge is fully compotep
to the work before him, and that the Fublic service is mot prejudiced by your return ‘to S
Should you desire to stay longer for the execution of worksin which you are actively cngaged, and -
to which ,you consider your ptesénco esgential, you will communicate that wish to Her Majesty's
Government. You will make it your care to furnish this Department from time to time with fuf]
reports of the various resources and capabilities of the Colony, according to the information which
the excreise of your functions will necessarily give you, and with a view to” the developement of
the social and industvial prosperitysand ‘welfare of, the Colony,—its mines, its fisheries, the quality
of its coul, the nature of the soil, the wmaritime approaches to the Colony, if held distinet from the
island. ¥ } ) V
These reports will be sent to this Dc‘i;artment through the Governor.

4 . . . I am, &c.

Colonel Moody, R.E,, . (Signed) H. Merivacs,
&e. Lo .
No. 17. )
Cory of DESPATCH from th'l: Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Batt., to Gavernor
: Pouctas,
.-(No. 8.) v .

Stits Downing Street, September 2, 1858,

In one of the Despatches,|No. 6.* which I addressed to you last July, it wa
mentioned that the dctac{:mént of Royal Engincers which Her Majesty’s Government
considered advisable to send to British Columbia would be muintained at. the Imperid
cost for only a limited period, and that if continued afterwards the Colony would have
to defray the expense thereof. | .
I can scarcely doubt that yo'gi will have noticed that when I wrote that Despatch
I had not received those reports from you, nor wag the public in possession of that
general information, which ascribe fo the Colony the prospect of raising - large snd
early Revenue. This more recent’intelligence has necessarily caused an alteration in my
views with respect to the first charge for the Engineer party. I desire, therefore, to state,
that as the Despatch to which df have above alluded was written beforc I was aware
of the great prospects of the Colony, Her Majesty’s Government having since become
aﬁprized of that fact, feel that it would be impossible to impose on this country the
charge for the Engincers which, under other circumstances, it might have been proper
it should have assumed. It is therefore imperatively necessary for me to repeat, what
indeed has becn very frequently mentioned, that Her Majesty’s Government expect
that British Columbia shal?"be self-supporting, and- that the first charge upon the land
sales must be that of defraying all the expenses which this Engineer party shall occasion.
Any cxpenditure which the British Treasury shall have incurred on this account wil
have to be reimbursed by the Colony as soon as its circumstances’ permit, and for which
I have now to instruct you to make suitable provision:
L I have, &c.

Governor Douglas, - u © . (Signed}y E. B. LYTTOX.
&c. &ec. o C 5
No. 18.,/ | \\ :
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart.. to Governor - -
(No.9.) - DougLas. :

: Downing Strect, September 2, 1838.

I eransuiT to you herewith, for/ your information, copy of a correspondence

between the Treasury and this Office on the subject of the Postal Arrangements between

tthis country and British Columbia. [’ o

;. I have, &c. ]

Governor Douglas, / ¢ (Signed) E. B. LYTTON
&e. &e. - ! )

4
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. ‘ . Enclosure 1 in No. 18. -

Siw, - - ! Downing Street, August 3, 1856,
1 ax directed by Secretary Sir<%E. B. Lytton to request that you will represent to the Lord:

Commissioners of the Treasury that’ the establishment of the Colony of British Columbia, and the

~éxtensive immigration fowing, according to all accounts, into that country, make it very desirsble

that tome safe and regular Postal communication should be formed between this Kingdom -aud }he
Colony. Sir Edward Lytton therefore requests that the Liords Commissioners would take this subject
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iuto their consideration, and favour him with their opinion as to the possibility of cstablishing such
geans of communication.

: ) . Iam, &ec -
s Si C. B. Trevelyan, K.C.B. ] " (Signed) 1. MERIVALE..
. &e. &e..  &e. , . - .

' ‘ Treasury Chambers, Auanst 25, 1858,
WirH reference to your letter of 3d instant, I 'am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of

Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of Sir E. Bulwer Lvtton, that they have

1sd under their careful consideration the important subject of establishing a Postal commynication

sith the Colony of British Columbia, and have been it eorrespondence with the Admiralty and the

Post Office in relation thereto. . - . . X

T am to state that if the position of the Colony at the present time were such as to warrant a large
expenditure, whether from Imperial or Colonial resources, my Lords would be disposed to prefer a
grvice from this country to Halifax or some port in qonnexion,-{\i;‘lmur North American Colonies
opting, prohably, the existing Postal serviee for so far, and to invite tenders for a serviee irom
shence to Colon, In extension, probably, of that receutly established o Nassau, aad further to invite
yenders for a service between Colon or Panama and Vancouver's Island. ‘
But my Lords have reason to believe that the cost-of that service wourld be very large, that
“etween Panaia and Vancouver’s Island alone being estimatéd by the Admiralty at not less than
100,000Z & ycar. . . '

My Lords would not consider themselves warranied in savctioning, under the present circam-
stances of the Colony of British Columbia, sv Iarge a charge, the whole of which for some time to come
would have to be defrayed out of the Imperial resources. . . .

To addition to this there are other considerations, connected with the want of harbour accoinmo-
dation, and with the developwent of the coal fields at-Vancouver's Island, whick render it probable
fhat a contract after some time may be more advantageously entered into for the serviee than at”
resent, .

g My Lords, thercfore, are disposed to the opinion, that for the present it may be advisable to form
the Postal communication between this country and British Columbia by the Royal Mail Steam
Company to Colon, whose vessels leave Southampton on the 2d and 17th of each month, under the
wntract of July 5th, 1850; that a temporary arrangement should be -made by Her Majesty’s Post-

the United States mail steamers to San Franeisco; and that tenders should be invited by public
advertisement for performing the service between San Francisco and Vancouver’s Island.

My Lords would not be disposed to limit these tenders as regards size of vesscls, or to réquire for
the present any extraordinary speed ‘ o ' ,

It seems to theiir more expedient to leave to parties who mny tender the option of numing, such size -
ad speed as may be most suitable, as well for the passenger trade as {dr the Postal service, = - =~
‘As the times when the Mail Steamers of the United States leave and arrive at Panama de not
acord with the arrival and departure of the vessels of the Royal Mail Steam Company on the
astern side of the isthmus, my Lords would invite the Postmaster of the United States to recon-
sder the times of arrival and departure of the United States Mail Steamers between Panama and San
Francisco. i ‘ ) . :

In the event of satisfactory tenders not being made in this country-for this service, my Lords
would propose that the Postmaster of the Unitedd States should be requésted to make arange-
ments at San Francisco for the regular ‘transmission of letters from thence to Vancouver's Island,
for 2 limited time, suppose one or two years. . :

e subject,  If he should approve of the course which their Lordships suggest, immediate instruc-

General, tojadopt the necessary mieans for establishing this Postal communication between this country
and Britis}j Columbia without further delay. ' _ ‘
Iam desired to enclose two letters on this subject from: the Admiralty and Postmaster-General.
5 o , . -Tam, &c. - :
H.l;’.[gﬁvbleécEsq., ’ - . (Signed)  Geo. A. HaMiLToN.
G, . C. . . , 7 N L.

,
s

- - 3

Sub—Enclpsﬁre 1 to Enclosure 2 in No. 18,

: ’ R - \ ' Admiralty, August 17, 1858.
“ Wire reference to vour letter, No. 14,092 12 of the 13th instant, transmitting copics of
Etters from the Colonial Office .and the Postmaster-General relative to a proposed Postal communi-
ation with the. new Colony of Columbia, .and requesting to be favoured with the cpinion’ of my
Lords: Commissioners of the: Admiralty’ as to the best means of providing' for the service, I am

'

' Sim,

Lommissioners of YlexMajesty’s Treasury that my Lords consider that  tenders should be calléd for

Yils between Panama and Vancouver's Island direct, and they apprehend that the Mails should be
R H T :

. “~
e N

tions will be given' by this Board to the Lords Commissioners. of the Admiralty and the Postmaster- =~

oumanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will' state t6 the Lords -

b aseertain what parties are able and willing to undertake the serviee of carrying- Tler Majesty’s |

- Bririsa
Coruabra.

—t

‘ Enclosure 2 in No..18. : <~ * FEaclosure 2 in

No. 18.

mster-General with the Postmaster of the United States, for transmitting the letters from Panama by -

Tam to request you to moye Sir E. Bulwer Lytton to favour, my Lords with his opinion on ~

)

Sub-Encl, 1.

-

Sub-Enclosire
1to Enclosure 2
in No. 18,

v

“Sub-Encl. 2.



« Brrrisn
CoLuym s,

p—
'

.

Sub-Enclosure
stoEnclocure 2

in No. Ty

k>

No. 19,

s e

* Page 44,

o

A

i pan . [t

7

58 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.

B .
‘earried. vid ITalifax or New York, az o means of dircetly connecting the new Colonics with British
North Amepica. My Lords do'not foresee apy difficulty in procuring ggod :mfl hubstanti:}l pattics o
carry out the serviee from Tlalifax or New Yihrk to Colon, as a branch of the North American Packe
Service “The annual cost of this would prabably be about 25,0007 "In the medntime, the maifs
be carried in the Packets of the Royul.’Mui‘l‘,’}(foml;?ny to ‘Colon. . ,
With regard 10. the serviee from TPunama to ancouyer’s Island, my Lords would remark, thy
there arc no docks for the repair of large ships at amy port between those places, except at San
Francisco, a foreign port; ‘while this distance, 4,150 miles, is so great that it cannot be carried outin |
small vessels. Coalsiat Panama are very dear, and wages all along the west coast of North America
are exorbitantly high. R . - ‘
. For thesc reasons a subsidy of not fessithan 100,000 a year would probably be required to obtais
" the only class of vessels which could satisfactorily carry on the Postal communication between ghe
Isthmus and Vancouver’s Island diregt. - ) ) o
"Fo organize and get such a'service into active operation would require a considerable length of
time, and wy Lords would, therefore, suggest whether an arrangement should not be come to with
one or more of the United States’ lines now running almost weckly between Panona and Sy
Francisco, and tenders for a limited time be called :for from.those partics for carrying on the Mail
Nervice from San Francisco to Vancouver’s Island, pending arrangements being made and carried out
. for an English Iine direct from Panama to Vancouver’s Island. .
: ‘ , : T am, &e. 1
The Secrctary of the Trensury.” 4 . = (Signed)  W. G. Rompwye.

e -
4 v
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Snb-&ﬂqclosurc 2 to pEncI?)sure 2 in No. 18. ~

My Lorps, ' ? \ : General Post Office, August 11, 1838,

' Ix returning the enclosed letter, referred to me by your Lordships on the 7th instant, I beg to
obscrve that I entirely concur with Secretary Sir Edward, Bulwer Liytton in the opinion that it will
be very desirable to establish as speedily as possible 2 good and regular Postal communication with
the ‘new Colony of British Columbia, and T conclude that letters w';ﬁ be forwarded with the greatest
advantage vit Panamna. * : '

By the packets of the Royal Myil Steam Packet Company mails can be:sent twice a month
between Southampton and, Colon, and the passage of the Isthmus is effected in a few hours.

** - Between Panama and San Fransisco there is also a Postal communication, twice & month, by means
of United Stat?’ mail packets’ but neither the departure of these packifs from Panama nor their
arrival at Panama 1> fitted to the British Packet Scrvice to and from Colon, and mails forwarded by
them would,.therefore, be expused to some detention on the Isthmus. .

Further, if the United States packets were made use of, provision would require to be made for
the conveyance of the mails between San Fransisco and British Columbia. *

. Under t}k\sc cifeumstanees it becomes a question whether steps should not be taken with the
object of setting up a communication by British packets for the entire distance between Panama and
British Columl’.\%n.; and if your Lordships are of the same opinion, I presume that you will consult the
Lords Commissipners of the Admiralty as to the best means of carrying the object into effect.

- . o T have, &c
The Lords Coinmissioners of the Treasury. . : (Signed) CoLcHESTER
2 -

, ; No.,lg.
Cory ogfg;DESPAT €H. ffom the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
oo Dougras. - o S
. (No. 12y \ ' - oo ‘
IR, . o o °  Downing Street, September 2; 1858.
Ix: my Despatch of the 31st July, No. 6* I directed your attention to the

trcatment of the Natfiyc Indians in the country which it has so recently been decided
to establigh as a British Colony. I regard that subject as.one which .demands your

Enclowre. prompt and carcful consideration. I now transmit to you the copy of a letter from the

.

.
L t

Aborigines Protection Socicty, invoking the protection of Her Majesty’s Gavernment
on behalf'of these; people. 1 readily repeat my earnest injunctions to you to crideavour
to sccure this objecg. At the samie time I beg you to observe that I must not be
understood as_adopting the views of the Society as to the means by which this may be
best accomplished. - A
< fé . : o I have, &c. . L.
.. Governgr Douglas,_ - (Signed) 'E. B. LYTTON.
v &e &c. ‘ ' .

«

=
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.Encloau;-e in ‘No. 19. . l ' |

‘ jeaty’s Principal Secretary
of State for the Colonies, &e¢. &c. &e. oL .

" As the Aborigines Protection Society have for many years taken n decp interest in the welfare
‘of the Indisn Tribes to the west asswel as the east of the Rocky Mountains, I am instrncted  to
address you on certain matters’ affecting not only the rights and interests but the very“existence of

" the numerous Indizn population of the new Colony of British Columbia. It dppears, fram all the

5

sources of information open to us, that unlgss wise and vigorous measures be adopted by the repre-
scntatives of the British Government in that Colony, the present danger of a cpllision between the
‘ettlers and the natives will soon ripen into a deadly war of races, which could not fail to terminate,
as gmilar wars have done on the American continent, in the extermination of the red man. .

The dnnger of collision springs from various causes. In the first place, it jwould appear from
Governor - Douglas’s Despatches as well as frém more recent uccounts that thelmatives generally
entertain ineradicable feelings of hostility towards the Americans, who are now nouring into Fraser's
‘nd Thompson’s Rivers by thousands, and who will prebably value Indian life there as cheaply av
they have, unfortunately, done in Californin. " The Mckless inhugphnity of the gold diggers of that
stafe towards the unfortunate Indians is thus destribed in % recent, ‘nnmbclﬁ of the New York
Times 1" . ) ) |

«The country is perfectly wild, and a densc forest, full of warlike Indians: and, with the well
¢ known injustice of the miner towards anything of the genus Indian or ('J&ninmn:m, and” their
w foolhardiness, they will get up a series of little amusements in the way of pistolling and sealping,
« quite edifying. It is the custom of miners generally to shoot an Indian as he would n dog s and it
« i considered a very good joke to shoot at ome at long shot, to ~ce him jump as the fatal bullet

“ pierces his heart. And when, in t1i6 spirit of retaliatien, some poor hunted relative watches his oppor-

« tunity, and attacks a straggling white man, the papers at onee teerht with long accounts of Indian
« outrages” Amnd yet the men that shoot down these poor Indians are not the ruffians we are led to
« suppose are always the authors of atrocities, but the respectable sovereign people, brought up in the
« fear of God by pious parents, in the most fanied loditions for high moral character . The Indian
« and Chinese murders #re more frequently committed by men brought up in the quiet country
« villages of castern states, and who refdrn looking .as inngcent as Jambs,  There never yet existed
« go bad 2 set of men on the face of this fair earth as'a certain class ef the highly respectable
« govereigns of the states who find their way to the frontiers, Tt is much to be rejoiced at thab the
« Fraser River Indians are of a serious turn of mind, and can’t take a joke; and in their ignorance of
« the sports and pastimes’of the great American nation may deprive some of the practicaldjokers of
« their ¢ thatches.”” - '

The riccessity which is imposed upon Her Majesty’s Government to adopt measures to protect
the Indians against ‘this clasg of digzers is too obvious to require any further illustration or argument
on our part, 3 ' .

But there is another aspect of the question which is of equal importance. The Indians, beidg a
drikingly ncute and ingelligent race of men, are keenly sensitive in regard to their own rights as the

* shorigines of the country, and are equally alive to the value of the gold discoveries; no better proof

. of which could be furnished thsn the zest and activity with which luge numbers of themr have

@gazed in gold digging. Governor Douglas states that in the earlier stages. of the gold discoveries
they endeavoured to cxpel the settlers, who were then few in number, and to obtain possession of the
fruits of their labour.; But he also states that while manifesting a determination to reserve the gold
for their own benefit. they yet respected the persons and property of the whites. .Other accounts
describe the Inidians as “ quiet and peaceful,” but state that “as soon as a miner laye down his pick
“ an Indian stands by to make use of it for himself, and when he Jays down the shoyel for the pick the
¢ Indian takes the shovel, and relinquishes the other implement.,” They are further described as
Javing learnt the full ‘value of their labour 1 in proof of which it is stated that they now charge five
“dollars to eight dollars a day, instead of one dollar, for their services as hoatmen in navigating
Thompson's and Fraser’s rivers. '

Ag, therefore, the Indians possess an intelligent knowledge of their own rights, and appear to be
determined to maintain them by all the means in their power, there can be no doubt that it is
esentia] to the preservation of peace in British Columbia“that the natives should not only be
protected against wanton outrages on the part of the white population, but that the English Govern-
ment should be prepared to deal with their claims in-a broad spirit of justice and liberality, It is

"certain that the Indians regard their rights as natives ag miving them a' greater title ta enjoy the

rchés of the country than can possibly be possessed cither by the Engli-h Goscrnment or hy forcign
slventurers. The recognition of native rights has latterly been a prominent feature in the ahoriginnl
plicy of both England and the United States. Whenever this principle has been honestly acted
upen, peace and amity have characterized the relations of the two races, but whenever a contrary
policy has 'been carried out, wars of extermination have taken:place; aund great suffering and loss,
“both of life and property, have been sustained both by the settler and' by the Indian. We woyld
beg, therefore, most respectfully to suggest -that the Native title should be rccognized in -British
(olumbia, and that some reasonable adjustment of their claims should be ingde h¥ the British
Government. . : . \ ;

_The present case resembles no common instance of white men cncroaching on the lands,and
ights of aborigines for himting or settlement, 1t more than realises the fabulons feuds of Giryphons
ad Arimaspians, -and no ordinary measures can be -expected to' overcome the difficulties which
dty and interest require to be removed if British Columbia is to hecome an honourable or advan-
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Brimisir tageous portion of the British pnmin'mns: It wonld 2mem that, a Tré ..shouldbbe promptly mege
Corupmsra. hetween the delegates of British anthority and the elnefs and their peopld, as Ioyal, just, and pacifie
—— a9'that Detween William Penn and the Indians of Pennsylvania, but that-more stringent laws sheld
be made {o ensure its provisions being majutained with better faith than that was  earried oug g
the part of the whites, No nominal ‘proteetor of aborigines,—no annuity to a petted. chiof—p,
elevation of one chief above another, will answerthe purpose. ~ Nothing short of justice in rendefiy,,
payment for that which it may"be necessary for us to acquire,m.xd laws framed and “dmil)isrcrea
in the gpirit of justice and equality, ean really avail. To accomplish the dn.fﬁcu,lt;vbut necessary tygk
of civilizing the Indians, and of muahing them our trusty frieads and allies, it would scem to be
indispensable to cmploy in the various departments of Gjovernment a large proportion of well-selecteq
men, more or less of Indian blood, (many of whom could be found at the Red River,) who might not
only exert a greater moral influence over their race than-we could p_ossxbly dq, but whose recognized
position among the whites would be gome guarantee that the pr01n1§ec1 equaht‘y, ofmraccs should be
realized. - The'adoption of these or similar measures would, we believe, prOEItiatc the goodwil of
the Indiang; and instead of obstructing the work of colonization they might be made useful agents

. . u . - . aye - N - ' ; @
in peopling the wilderness With prosperous and civilized commuaities, of which they one day wight
! ! .

form a part. ' s
.- ‘ C I have, &ec.
- - : . F. W. Cugssox,
. . 0 . - Sceretary,
No. 20, , v No. 20. : ‘ R LT
: S - . Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor ™
‘ - Dovucuras. \ - o

(No.13.) t

e

-~ Downing Street, Scptember 2, 1858,
I nave to acquaint you that the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel propose
to send ome or two Missionary Chaplains to British Columbia, with as little delay as
possible, and that the first of thesc clergymen will probably proceed ta the Colony by the
freight, ship appointed to sail on"the 15th proximo. \

 Stg,

. I have, &c. : .
Governor Douglas, (Signed)  E. B. LYTTON.
- &e. &e. Lo :
. . , ! =
No, 21. ) T . Noe. 21,
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B._Lyrrow, Bart., to Governor
: , Doveras. -
(No. 14.)

S, . Downing Strect, September 2, 1858,
Enclosare. 1 TransMiT to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a lctter which I
.77 bave addressed to Colonel Moody cn the subject of granting land, on certain conditions,
to the non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers who are iow going to
British Columbia. : . ) ‘
2. 1 take this opportunity of instructing you to report to we your opinion whether it
would be desirable for the interests of the Colony to grant remissions-on the purchase of
. land to retired officers of the Army and Navy, as was formerly the custom i many of the .
~ British Colonies. Care might be taken, if ever Representative Institutions are established
m the Colony, and arrangements are made for sccuring a Civil List in retarn for the lands
* of the Crown, that the privileges I suggest should. fora certain lepgth of time at least,be -
sccured to military settlers. ~ You will report to me your careful and deliberate views
upon this subject. ‘ : !
3. You will furnish me, at your carly convenience, with a list of such officers for Civil -
situations, together with the rates of pay which you ' think they should receive, as the
circumstancgs of the Colony shall, in your opinion, fender it desirable for me to send from -
England. T shall Le happy to assist vou to the best of my ahlity in making proper
selections ; for I think that. considering the great number of foreigners who are resorting
to British Columbia, it is on every accouat proper to give encouragcment to Englishmen
of character and respectability to go out to the Coleny..
. 4. You will report to me officially, by each suceessive mail, and by every safel oppor-
tunity that presents itself, on all matters of interest and importance to the Colony. At
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wsent Her Majesty’s GQ\'cz'nnmnt only receive such, accounts thirough .tho_uew:“\'{{n{wx‘s, °CBm-TM
. orthrough the cofittesy of the Hudson’s Bay, Company and private individuals OLONAs
! e ‘ . A have, &e, ‘
Governor Douglas, . | : v -{Bzned)  E. B. LYTTON.
- &e. . &e. ' co S R
1 v ” Ené]osu‘re’in No, 21 _....._‘MM ' o + Entlosure
T No-21.

- : ‘ Downing Street, Septcniher 1;71858.
Ix cace there should be any misunderstanding as to the suggestions of' the Inspector-General
o Fortifications, that the non-comunissioned ofticers and men of the Royal Engineers whoare going
at to British Columbia should reccive grants of land, Sceretary Sir Edward Lytton directs tne
wstate that he is willing, and the Governor shall be instructed accordingly. thut the men should .
peallowed such grants of agricultural, not mining land, not exceeding 30 acres cch, after 6 years'
cutinuous good faithful service in DBritish'Columbia, on condition of residence and military serviee
* within the Colony, if ealled upon. , ' . .
Tam to suggest to you that it might he advisable, with the concurrence of the Gavernor, to locate
the men, if’ they ‘'should be located at all, along the frontier, or in the neighbourhood of future naval
and military posts. ‘ o
Sir E. Lytton will send a copy of this letter to the Secretary of State for War, for his inforniation, ¢ &
sswell a8 to the Governor, with whom you will confer on this subject. ‘ PRI ’
: ‘ .+ 1have, & '
Colonel Moody, R.E. . (Signed)  ‘CarNARVOXN.
&e. &e. . C )

-

. o | . No. 22. “ . No. 22.
Qopy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor

Dovcras. ‘
(No. 16.) -

Sy : Downing Street, September 2, 1858.

Ix addition to what is contained in my Despatch transmitting you the Order in
Council for the Government of British Columbia, your Commission and Instructions;
ud the Instrument revoking the exclusive licence' of the Hudson’s Bay Company in
British Columbia, I wish to address you a few words on the legal position which you
now fill, and the nature of yvour immediate duties. « .

Your first duty will be to proclaim the Act of Parliament under which British Colum-.
bia was to be governed.  This Aet has already been sent you, and without any express
drections as to the manner and time of making it known. DProbably you have already

“made it public; but I apprehend that no legal proclamation of it, so as togive its pro-
risions cffect, could take place until you were yourself commissioned as Governor. The
formal . proclamation of it must therefore be made as early as possible. .

According to the opinion of lawyers. in general, the colonists of a territory circum-
danced like British Columbia carry with them the law of Engldnd, so far as it is applicable
“totheit circumstances.  Acts, therefore, done in accordance with the law of England, will
te substantially legal, although done before any regular authority was constituted there.
But vour own special authority to make regulations, or enforce them, for the preservation
of peace and order, could only be created by the act of the Crown, and-cannot commence
wtil you receive their conmission ;,you will therefore have, doubtless, been compelled by
the necessity of the case to perform mmany acts, in accordance with the spirit of your
mstructions from myvelf, and my predecessors in this Department, but for which strict
bl authority was wanting. It will be necessary to cover thesc by a Proclamation,
having force of' law, under the power with.which you are invested, to indemnify yoursclf
ud those who have acted under your authority from legal procecdings.

You are therefore authorized to issue two Proclamations, of the same date with your
‘ssumption of the Government. ,

The one, which is rathcr matter of solemn form than of absolute necessity, to declare
% law. of England prefalent throughout the Colony, subject, of course, to your own
wwer of modifying it by laws enacted by yourself when absolute necessity requires.

The other, to indemnify yourself and your subordinate officers in manner aforesaid. -

Isend you by the present mail forms of both these Proclamations, which you will be  Enctosure 1
dle to adapt to suit the exigencieg'of the casc, if any change is required. _Joclostire-4,”

Almost the first point to which your attention will be directed will be the establish-
wnt of o Court or Courts of Justife, with the necessary machinery -for the haintenance -
' law and order. ‘ ' -

) H 3 - ‘ i 4
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. Her Majesty has issued a Commission to Mr. Beghie, who will proceed by this or pey -

packet, as Judge of British.Columbia. , e

Hos title and duties have not been more particularly specified, because they must by
defined by yoursclf, after consultation with him, by such law as you may enact pr. |
viding for the administration of justice. : ‘ 3

Tt will also be cssential that you should constitute Juries; but as this is done by lay
in Vancouver’s Island, you have a precedent ready at hand, and no further iustrudtion
are necessary from me. ; o o ’

Mr. Begbie has been fully instructed, that, altl}ough invested with the very importan
office of Judge, he will nevertheless have the kindness, for the present at least, to len

. .you his general aid for, the com ilation of the necessary laws and other legal businey,

This is the more proper duty of an Attorney-General ; and, should the Colony advance,

' as scems at present possible, the services of such an officer will no. doubt be urgently -

" required.  But I have not yet thought thyself authorized to advise the Crown to appoint

one, until I hear from yourself as to the civil functionaries best adapted to the presen,
requirements of the Colony. I trust to receive your suggestions by the first opportunity,
From such intelligence. as bas reached me of the state of things in California, I have bee
led to believe that it would belof great service if the rights of miners could be briefly
established and defined beforehand by law, instead of being left to grow up by mer
custom or accident. But this is not a subject on which I have the means of assisting
you. Possibly you may find that such a body of regulations might be drawn up with
the aid of a few intelligent, persons selected from among the miners themselves, and in
whorn that body would have confidence. : Co
With these few observations, I leave with confidence in your hands the power
intrusted to you by Her Majesty’s Government. - These powers arc indeed of ver
serious and unusual extent ; but Her Majesty’s Government fully rely on your modejation
and discretion in the use of them, You are aware that they have only been granted in s
unusual a form on account of the very unusual circumstances which have called into .
being the Colony committed to your charge, and which may for some time continue to
characterize it. To use them, except for the most recessary purposes, would be, in truth,
to abusc thet greatly. They are required for the maintenance of British law and

" British habits o er, and for regulating the special questions to which the condition

and employment of the population may give birth. But the office of legislation, in the
higher and more general scnse, should be left for-the Legislature which may be hereafter
constituted, and which Her Majesty’s Government hope will be constituted at the first
time consistent with- the gemeral interests of the Colony. And you will above all
remember that the ordinary rights and privileges of British subjects, and of those
foreigners who dwell under British protection, must be sedulously maintained, and that”
no innovation contrary to the principles of our law can be justified, except for purposes
of absolute and temporary necessity. ‘

. I will only 2dd, that although it has been judged prudent not to make the revocatin
of ‘the Hudsons Bay Company’s licence take effect until proclaimed by yourself, it is the

. particular instructions of Her Majesty’s Government that you proclaim it with the leas

Enclosure 1 in
No. 22,

~

practicable delay, so that no questious like thosé which have already arisen as to the
extent and naturc of the Company’s rights can possibly occur.
‘ ’ I have, &c.
Governor Douglas, : : (Signed) E: B. LYTTON.
&e. & C . '

-

Enclosure 1 in No. 22.

PROCLAMATION, having the Force of Law, to declate that English Law ds in force in British
b Columbia, ’

Waeress by an Act of Parliament passed in the Session held in the 21st and 22d years of He
Majesty Queen Victoriz it was enacted, that the territories therein deseribed should be comprised
within the Colony thereby created of British Columbia; ‘and it was further enacted, that on the
proclamation of the said Act in British Columbia certain Acts which were passed in the 43d year of
Hi- late Majesty King George the Third and in the second year of His late Majesty George the

' Fourth, and by which the law of Upper Canada was extended to certain parts of America therein

mentioned, should ccase to have force in the said Colony of British Columbia, or to be applicalle
thereto: -
And whereas such proclamation of the said first-mentioned Act was duly made onthe /
day of last : . . [ : .
Aud whereas by a Commission under the Great, Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain aud

| Ireland Her Majesty was pleased to appoint James Douglas to be Governor of British Columbis, ani
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o suthorize the said James Douglas, by Proclamation issued under the Great Seal of the said Colony,
omake laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government thercof :
It is thercfore hereby enacted and proclaimed by the Governor of British Columbia, that. the Civil

Bririsu
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T

and Criminal Liaws of England, as the same existed at the [date of the said proclamation of the said

Aﬂt]‘,' and so far as _they,ar? not from local circumistances: inapplicable to the Colony of ‘British
" Colambia, are and will Zemain in f'ull_force w:th.m the said .Colony till such time as they shall be
dtered by Her said Majesty in Her Privy Council, or by e, the said Governor, or by such other
- Lesislative Authority as may hereafter be legally constituted in the said Colony, and that such laws
#ull be administered and enforced by all proper suthorities, against all persons infringing and in
fwour of all persons claiming protection of the same laws. . ,

‘

\

, Enclosure 2 in No. 22.

" ProcLAMATION, having the Force of Law, to indemnify the Governor and other Officers for Acts done
before the: Establishment of any legitimate. Authority in British Columbia.

WrerEAS large numbers of Her Majesty’s subjects and others have resorted to and settled on. the
jerritory now comprised within'the limits of this Colony, before the estsblishment of any settled
" pm of Government therein, and it has been necessary to take steps for the.establithment and
qmaintenance of peace, order, and good government, and for the protection of the rights of Her
Msjesty, and for the, collection of a Revenue from lands belonging. to Her Majesty, some of which
steps may not have been fully authorized in point of law: And whereas, by a Commission under
‘the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, X, James Douglas, Governor
* of the Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized, by Prdclamation issued under the Great
Seal of the Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good govern-
ment of the same. N S

Enclosure 2 in
No. 22,

Be it therefore known to all whom it may concern, That I, the said Jnmes Douglas, Governor - ;

of British Columbia, do hereby, in virtue of the guthority aforesaid, enact and proclaim that
every ack, matter,.or thing bon# fide done and performed for any of the purposes aforesaid before the

Qate of this Proclamation, by me, the said James Douglas, or by any other person or persons acting .

uder my duthority or diréction, shall be deemed to be and to have been valid in law ; and that I, the said
Jumes Douglas, snd the said other persons, shall be apd hereby are severally and jointly indemnified,
freed, and discharged from and against all actions, suits, prosecutions, and penalties whatever in
respeet of any such act, matter, or thing, and that the same shall not be questioned in any of Her
Majesty’s Courts of Civil or Crimijnal Jurisdiction in this Colony. v ‘

And Ido further enact and proclaim, that any declaration in writing under the hand of the Governor
. orofficer administering the Government of British Columbia to the effect that any act, matter, or
thing specified therein was done or performed for any of such purposes or upder any such direction
or suthority as aforesaid, shall, for the purposes of this Proclamation, be conclusive cvidence of the
matters stated therein, and shall be a sufficient discharge and indemnity to all persons mentioned
in the said declaration, in respect of the act, matter, or thing specified therein. ~

4 No. 23.
Copr of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
, : : -~ Doueras. - - . .ok
(No. 17.) - ) ' . Yo
S, ‘ ' Downing Street, September 2, 1858.

I senp for your information copy of correspondence between this Department and
the Foreign Office, touching certain queries addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at
Washington by the Secretary to the Pacific Mail Steam'Packet Company.

' ’ I have, &c. :
Governor Douglas, , . (Signed) - ’E. B. LYTTON.
&e. &ec. ——

e, ! s

Enclosure 1 in No.23. )

: - P * Foreign Office, July 26, 1858.
1 s directed by the Earl of -Milmesbury to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before

Siz,

Serretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, a copy of a Despatch from Her Majebty’s Minister at |

Washington, enclosing o copy of a Jetter addressed: to him by the Secretary to the Racific Mail Steam
Puket Company on the subject of the jurisdiction of the Hudson’s Bay Company. ¥ .
: . ' Iam, &. -
Herman Merivale, Esq.,/ ) (Signed) I"l Hamroxnp.

- &c’ ' &c.y L ‘. . ” )'//

° 2
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: / Syb-Tuclosure to Enclosme 1in No. 23,

My Lonp, x : Nalant, near Boston, July 12, 183,
Tag accompyinying letter has been addressed to me by Mr. W Hodge, a respectable gentlemsy

“at Washington, on/behalf of the Pacific Mail' Sten Ship Company of New York, who desire g

establish regular steam communication between California and Iler Majesty’s Possessions north of the
49th parallel. © / b o ‘ ‘ I

T have not asa'\xncd the responsibility of giving an official answer to questions involying the jur.
diction of the Fudson’s Bay Company, a subject with which I am imperfeetly acquainted. Thme
reserved these inquiries for the consideration and decision of Her Majesty’s Government, ¢~
" Your Lordship has, probably, been informed from another quarter of' the discovery of gold deposiy
in the basin of/F'raser’s River, and of the rush of labourers to this new ficld of cuterprize.

Should the freports of mineral ‘wealth in‘theAlh‘itish.ter{itory' prove to b(} well founded, a torhuley,
and adventurpus population will shortly be collected, ill dispored to subniit to the authority of the
Iudeon’s Bay Company, and impatient to possess a sharc’ at least of those rights of property and
self-governmicnt which they have exercised in their previous places of abode, ‘ '

The inﬂu]/x' of consumers will be attended by the development of traffic, and the citizens of the
ncighbouring states will see.with reluetance the profits of trade monopolised by a British corporation,
though, I Houbt not; those exclusive rights would be exercised hberally. for the benefit of m
improvident cominunity. ‘

Finally, 'the imuigration of larce hodies of armed and reckless men can hardly fail to produce
eollisions with the Indians, and to be accompanied by injustice to that people, who have been reeon-

N e e \ . o . .
ceiled to ) Svernment of the Company by a leng course of judicious freatment.

Shmﬂd’fhc ‘abundance "of precivus metals fall below expeetation, still the present emigration wil
probably lay the basis of an agriculfural state, and open the country: to progres-ive settlenent.

In cither case, it is apparent that the British Possessions cannot long be maintained as a preserve
for.the trade-in furs, and that the jurisdiction of the Gompany must be dissolyed, or restricted to regions
less susceptible of profitable culture. * * * o F s '
! \ I have, &e.

The Farl of Malmesbury, ‘ . (Signed)  Naper,
&e. &e.
b v : t ’ -
My Lorp, ; ‘Washington, July 2, 1838,

I anm requested by the President of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company to obtain the
following information, viz:— R
1. What Revenue powers are granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company by the British Government,
and what resersed by the Government? . . ‘ . :
2. Arc there any-privileges or facilities granted by the treaty stipulations or otherwise to Awerican -
vessels in the ports of Vancouver’s Island and the Baitish Possessions on the Pacific? :
3. Is there any other British port of entry kesides © Vietorin” on Puget's-Sound, and what ae
the port charzes and tonnage dues? , o :
4. What regulations, if any, could be 'made in favour of a line of American steamers regalarly -
running hetween ‘the ports of Californin' to Fsquimalth or Fisgard, a good harbour mear Victori.
which latter is & poor one ? o
5. Arc there any difficulties in American steamers touchingh regularly at Esquimalth, and who -
has jurisdiction therd, the British Government or the Hudson’s Bay Company ? o
“The above is a rich, and powerful Company, having 12 or 15 fine steamers in the Pacific, and have
the contract for caiTyingy the mails of the United States from Panama to San Francisco, and from the -
latter place to Orezon and Washington, , . " ‘ o
Their object s, if cirdumstances admit of it, to establish at once a regular line of steamers hetveen -
California and the British Possessions to the northward, including Vancouver’s Island, than which.
probably, nothing would ‘tend more rapidly to develope the resources and, increase the population of :
those territories. \ ,
I shall feel obliged by ‘any information yom" Lordship can give me on the above. points, so far
as you feel at liberty to do So. ) , C
, I ha,ve, &e.
The Lord Napier, Co (Signed) Wi Hongk
&e. &e. . .

Enclosure 2 in No. 23..

Stz . - Downing Street, August 25, 1858
T anr dirccted by Sefretary Sir 1. B. Lytton t6 request that you will inform Lod
Malmesbury that the fnllmvixig answers may be given by Lord Napier to the querics addre-ed to
hiny by the Secrctary to the Papific Mail Steam Preket Company, on the affairs of DBritish Columbiz
as commanicated in your letter jof the 26th ultimo. ‘ T :
1. The Hudson's Bay Compginy have power over the Land Revenue of Vancouver’s Island, under -
g_\cdrcstrictions imposed by their grant of the island. They have no other Revenue power of any .
zind, : ' )

b
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8, Thc; sgibulntions contained in ‘treaties cin be nscerinined by the qﬁcﬁsts; but Sir E. Bulwer

© Lytton is not at present aware of any such privileges or facilitics as are suggested. '
3, This Department has no information ot there being any British port of entry in Vancouver’s.

Brrush
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. fdud besides Victoria, nor of any port charges or tonnage ducs which may be levied there. .
4 No regulations could be made in favour of any American line of steamers, as against and
exiuding any British line ; but to impose such general regulations as may be found advisable must
beleft to the local authorities, subject to the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. :
5. This Department is not aware of any difficulties against American steamers ‘touching at
Esquimalt. The Hudson’s Bay Company have the ownership of the soil at Esquimalt, but the
Legislative and Executive powera belong to the local Government of Vancouver's Island. ,
‘ T T I am, &c. P
E. Hammond, Esq, ‘ { - H. Msmé‘x}u:.
&04 &C- . ‘ . R

k]

. . No. 24, . | A ' No.24,
Cory of DESPATCH from the Rigbt Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor. ’

; Dovucras.
(Separate.) ‘ :
. - Downing Street, September 2, 1858
Frox information which has just reached me from the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, in 2 report sent by Captain Richards, it would secm desirable to appoint, if
- you have not already done so, Gold Commissioners armed with the powers of magistrates.
['submit this suggestion to your local experience, and I feel that it must be unnccessary
o add the self-cvident caution, to form at once a Police at the diggings.

You will long ere this have received instruictions not to close f'raser’s River, nor arro-
mte for the Hudson’s' Bay Company privileges of cxclusion which they did not really
possess, and which will no longer be subjected to the misunderstanding which I regret .
to have observed.

S,

. o I have, &e.
Governor Douglas, ~ (Signed)  E. B. LYTTON.

S No. 25. ) : No 2%
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., o Governor
: DoucLas.
(No. 20.) .
Ste, ’ Downing Street, September 16, 1858. :

I Have received your Despatch of the 26th July,* No"31,-with its enclosures, ®Pages22.’ "
teporting the public measures which you have adopted for the Governmeut of British
Columbia since the 1st July. . )

s It affords me much satisfaction to signify to you generally the continued -approval by
Her'Majesty’s Government of your proccedings in the difficult. position in‘ which you
have been so unexpectedly placed ; but there arc a few points mentionted in your Despatch

@ wwhich it is necessary that I now should touch. ’ . .

First, however, I request that you will convey to the officers commanding Her Majesty’s
dips ¢ Satellite ” and * Plumper ” my best acknowledgments for the cordial and practical
usistance which they have rendered to you on'all occasions, and express my persuasion
flat they will continue to afford the same whenever the service on which they are engaged
vill admit of their sodoing. . ‘

2. I hotice with regret, though not with surprise, that boats, &c. have ascended
Fraser’s River without a Customs’ permit, or the prepayment of the regulated mining fee.
ltis certainly much to be desired that you possessed a force adequate for the protection .
of the-Revenue laws of the country, but it is. totally impossible for Her Majesty’s
Government to provide you with such a force from England. The most‘that we can do
5 to supply you with suitable and well-recommended public officers, whose experience
d capability will enable them to assist you in raising a force in the Colony itsclf, capable
ipreserving order, and causing the law to be obeyed. On this point 1 have to observe,
that for thegi}fraqtion of .the Revenue Laws, and for all ordinary purposes, the use of
nlitery force, even if this'country were able to supply it, is full of danger, and better
utresorted to unless in case of absolute necessity. \ e
- 3.As to the “lawless intrusion of foreign ships and people into Fraser’s River,” if I
wrectly understand this expression, you }vxll have received such definite instructions
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 sale and occupation.

. observe that [ consider it of great importance to the general social we
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c . . 4 . "
' from mec that it leaves me nothing to add on. this point, unless it be to refer yoy

particularly to my Despatch of the 16th July, No. 4.* ’ o

4. I'have to make the same observation with respect to your statement, that you have
endeavourcd to protect.the trading rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, as by hy -
established. Those rights never existed to the extent which you appear to have suppose,
and by the time this Despatch reaches you they will have ceased altogether, if the
instrument forwarded to you for that purpose has ‘been put into operation, as I trust it :
has, without delay. ' . . o o

5. 1 entirely approve the course you are following with respect to applications for
Crown land, and for the prevention of Squatting. The party of Royal Engineers which
has been despatched to British Columbis will relieve you from much anxiety on this -
score,-as they will immediately on their arrival procegd to survey and lay out lands for -

6. I approve, your nomination of Messrs. Travaillot and Hicks to be Assistant -
Commissioners of Crown lands-at Thompson’s River and Fort Yale, also'of Mr. William -
Henry Bevis to be Revenue officer at Fort Langley. - .~ - . =

7. In an earliér Despatch, No. 8, of the 14th August,* I mentioned my intention
of selecting a Collectos of Customs for British Columbia. E

I hgve now to state that I have appointed Mr. Wymond Hamley to this office, with
a sglary of 400/ per annum. He will proceed in the ¢ Thames City” in the course
of "2 féw days. With respect to offices generally, which: the public exigencies may
compel you to create, and for which selections should be°made in En%land, I have to

fare and dignity

* of the Colony that gentlemen should be encéuiraged to come. from this Kingdom, not -

Ko. 26,

* Page 53.

as mere adventurers seeking employment, but in: the-hope of obtaining professional
occupations. for which they are calculated, such, for instance, as Stipendiary Magistrates
or Gold Commissioners. You will, therefore, report to me, at your early convenience, -
whether there is any_field for such situations, and describe as accurately as you cmn
the peculiar, qualifications which are requisite, in order that I may assist you by making -
he best selections in my power. It is quite natural that the servants of the Hudson’s .
‘Bay Company should, from their knowledge of business, their abilities and services, -
have a very fair claim to consideration and share in the disposal of the local patronage.
But caution should he observed against yielding to' any appearance of undue favour or
exclusiveness to the servants of that Company. You will carefully remember that the
public interests are the first consideration ; and that it should be known that employment
in the public service is as open und fair in British Columbia as in every other of the .
Queen’s Colonial Possessions:. For these reasons it is still more desirable that careful
appointments should be made in England. _j
8. I have to thank you for the newspaper from Victoria. It /%nishes useful and
interesting intelligence; and I shall be glad: if you will occasionally transmit to me any .
other newspapers which contain matter worthy of attention. Ydu will not fail to write .
to me fully by each mail, as Her Majesty’s Government wish to know every thing that
passes of importance in British Columbia. Lo

I have, &c. - ‘
Governor Douglas, ~ . (Signed)  E. B. LYTTON.
&ec. &c. - ‘ -
No. 26. " o
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. LYTTON,,.ﬁart;, to Governor
DovcLas.
(No. 22.) " s _
Ste, ’ Downing Streét, September 23, 1858. -

RErereING to my Despatch, No. 7. of the 2d instant,* I have the honour to transmit :
to you herewith 2 Warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, authorizing you to pass Letters
Patent under the Public Seal of British Columbia appointing Colonel Moody to be Chief .
Commissioner of Lands and Works. 8 '

: I have, &c. :
Gcgemor Do;glas,\ ‘ ‘ , - (Signed)  E. B, LYTTON.
c. C. - ‘ S
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o S . No. 27. B R |
. Cory of & DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bérﬁ; to Governor
e v " " Douaras. ‘ ' '

., (No.25.) " , L
&, o o Downing Street, September 24, 1858.
" You' will have .observed that the Letters Patent which appoint you to be

Governor of British 'Columbia contem(flate the appointment also of a ¢ Lieutenant- -
by Her Majesty to admigister the Government

Governor ” or other officer commissione
of the lCo]ony in the event of your * death, incapacity, removal, or absence from the
ssid Colony.” o - ’ x :
" The position and experience of. Colonel Moody point him out as the most fitting
o to hold the dormant Commission of Lieutenant-Governor, and I have accordingly
advised Her Majesty to @onfer that appointment upon him. a
I enclose for your information copy of the Commission which has been given to Colonel

Moody.

. ‘ I have, &c.
(Governor Douglas, ! , (Signed) - E. B. LYTTON.
&c. - &e. ‘ ,
No. 28.
Cory of ¢ DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. ‘B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
‘ DoucLas. J ’
(No. 29.) |

‘ . . Downing Street, October 11, 1858.
Wit reference to my Despatch No. 4. of the 2nd -ultimo, I have to inform you
that Mr. Begbie’s salary as Judge of British Columbia is fixed at 800/ per annum, pay-
shle from the Revenues of the Colony. ' |

.sa’

‘ I have, &c.
Governor Douglas, (Signed) - E. B. LYTTON.
&c. &c. ) .
« ~~ No. 29. ) ,
Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
. . DoucLas. . ’
(Confidential. )

oo Downing Street, October 14, 1858.
1 mave to-acknowledge your Despatch of the 30th of August, enclosing copies of
the regulations issued for the management of the Gold Fields, and a Proclamation esta-
tishing Harbour Regulations, &c. . ;

The latter I have transmitted to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for
Trade, with a view of obtaining their Lordships’ opinion; but the former relate to so
important a branch of the administrative duties with which you are now charged, that I
prefer very briefly calling your attention to some points which have suggested themselves
o me, rather than,postpone all communication on the subject till the next. mail.

I am sensible of the difficulty of criticising in England the details of those regulations

$1m,

which, from an experience of local circumstances and requirements, you have laid down -

frthe guidance of the Gold Commissioners and miners in British Columbia. .
Ifeel also that rules which have been established in the Australian Colonies -with
pod effect may be qualified by conditions in North America, which from a nccessarily

Imited information on the subject I am unable to take into account. I am not, therefore,

pepared to give you any definite instructions, or to insist upon any modifi¢ations which
ithist sight might seem desirable. 2 P

But whilst, therefore, on these grounds, and from a reliance on your judgment and
ticretion, I am desirous of giving you full freedom of action, I feel it right to place

ifore you the impressions made upon me by a perusal of your regulations for the gold

‘12

?

-
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BriTisn "On the InstruLﬁons to the Assistant Gold Commissioners and to the Polige Thaveny
Corvumia. ohiection to offer. .They appear to me in both cases to meet the objects which are to}y
" 7T had in'view. L L ' . . . .
Taking, however, first, into _consideration the rules prescribed in the case of alluyiy) -
" gold, the regulations provide that licences at 21s. fPer’ mpnth'shall *be_ taken out by egch
miner, rsmcﬁb]icenrses conferring a claim to the following spaces, viz., 25 feet of the
bank of the river, 25 feet.of each bank of a creek or ravine, or 20 square feet of tahle
‘land. ’ . . :
Such arrangements may be on the whole most congenial to the dispositions of the
American miners whom you may have to consider ; but I cannot forget that it was the
system of enforcing from time to time the ]icence.f'ee which created in chtoria S0 much -
dissatisfaction, and ultimately led to the Ballarat riots, and to the adoption of new rules, |
"The Victorian system was in the main the sameas that which you have apparently -
adopted. It exacted a licence fee of 1/. from each miner per month, and, as Sir Charles
Hotham says, in a Despatch of 21st November 1855 to Sir William, Molesworth,  The
“ great and primary caus’: of compluin;t which I 'fou*nd was undogbtedly thc; licence fee.”
* ,

“ Every miner was required to producc at a moment’s n.otice the licence which autho-
¢ rized him to dig. No excuse was admissible. . Theoretically, ngthmg could be more
¢ just than that th¢ man who profited by the gold s_hould pay & prbportion to.the Crowmn -
¢ for the right of extracting it, but practically nothing could be-morc unsound.” *  +:
* * * *  « Even if he were rich cnough to. pay it, he often codld not spare
“the time to go to the Government Office. and obtain his licence. Thus a genenl
¢ antipathy to the licence system was engendcred, and men’s minds pre ared for any
x “ measure which might wash away the annoyance.” It was_then decided that the
monthly licence fee should-be abolished, and be zeplaced, independently of royalties,

first, by a miner’s annual certificate of 14. ; sccondly, by the payment of 10Z. per annum

on cvery acre of alluvial soil; and, thirdly, by an indirect tax in the shape of 2s. 64, -

export duty on the ounce of gold. S e

' Experience scems, as far as we yet know, to have justified this change in Victori, -

Discontent, with its attendant dangers, has been: removed, and by the present system, .

which appears to be acquicsced in by all parties, a larger revenue is obtained than ever

was the case under the carlier arrangement. I observe, indced, by the last Victorin
rcturns for 1856, that the-dutics oni the export of gold amounted to' more than 376,001, -
It is, I doubt not, expedicnt to maintain a distinction between the search for gold in ;
alluvial soil and its extraction by means of ‘machinery from quartz rocks, and I conclude
that the object which you have mainly had in view in your-regulations on this branch of -
the subject has been to attract men of capital to the Colony. At the same time, I would

request you to cousider again with care the expediency of regwiring so large a sum as .

2,0001. security from any individual entering upon this parﬁéfiﬁ field of speculation.
In Victoria, the royalty is not to exceed one-twentieth of the gross produce, instead of :
being as high as onc teunth, and the payment exacted from the \miner (1/. per yard)is .
probably less felt, and more remunerative in the long run, asit is in proportion to the work -
which'he achicves, than would be the introduction of capital to the extent of 2,000/, which :
it must be, further borne in mind is nugatory if subsequently invested-in other objects of
speculation, and burdensome to the individual giving the security if it is to lic idle.

I do not question the correttness of your decision in assigning three years as the period
when such licence must be renewed, though there might be cases where the erection.of -
expensive machinery would require some latitude to be allowed in enforcing the rights of -
the Crown ; but the condition that 20 men shall be simultaneously employed upon the
. c’Inim“ is onc which, under certain circumstances, might press somewhat hardly upon:

v the-miner, ‘ C :

The seizure as Crown property of gold of any kind which has béen procured without
. duc authority is a question the propriety of which would be governed by the particular
- circumstances of the casc) and the means possessed by the local functionaries for enforcing

- n o~

-

“the rule. ’
\cl observe with satisfaction the foundations lnid in these reculations for the creation of
lotal tribunals, the attributions of which will enable them either to dispense a ready and’
simple justice, or to setfle-disputes by an arbitration on the spot and accessible to all.
: S . . I have, &c. :
Govcsx;nor Dogglas, ‘ : (Signed) - E.B.LYTTON.
‘XC. * &G, - ’ e

, .-
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] No 30. ’ ‘ » Rrmsn
CoL - ’ . Corussia,
Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon, Sir E. B. Lvrron, Bart., to Governor . e
' Douvgras.. - , Y 30

(No. 30.) « L
2 , ‘ : Downing Street, October 16, 1858.
I nave to,acknowledge the. receipt of your Despatch No. 34,, dated the 19th of °
Jugust,® containing further reports of the progress of affairs in British Columbia, and  * Tege 27.
ng the importance of your being -provided with a military force. The information
shich this Despatch affords ‘me as to the amount of military aid which you consider
yould be_sutﬁfzicnt to en‘able‘you to provide for- the maintcnance of order amongst the y
uge population which is being so- rapidly attracted to the country by the reports of its ;
 uniferous wealth“induces me to recapitulate to you the steps which I have taken to . .
‘upport your authority, and to- explain to.you the considerations by which I have been ,
inguenced in the various measures I have adopted to aid you in the arduous task of
aganizing the Government of the Colony.’ . s
2-Itrust that long ere this date your anxiety with respect to the presencc on your ;
masts of an_adequate naval force will have been allayed. FEven before the Act which .. ‘
wistituteq British Columbia into a Colony had reccived Her Majesty’s assent, I had
~wged upop the Iirst Lord of -the Admiralty the necessity of sending a frigate or ;
-puofyaf for the preservation of order in that district. In consequence of my ;
npresentations the Lords of the Admiralty dirccted that Her Majesty’s ships on the
Puific Station should be reinforced, and instructed Admiral Baynes (since the time
it which he addressed to you.the letter that you-have forwarded to me with your
mesent Despatch) that the presence of a force in your waters was to be. considered by
lin a3 a more pressing and important service than any other on his Station. By the
bt advices I tas informed that Admiral Baynes would himself leave Callao for >
Vacouver’s Island on the 28th of August, in his flag ship the “Ganges.” Hec will,
berefore, bave arrived at the Island long since; and I confidently rely upon the >
Admiral, according to his Instructions, providing for all adequate naval support to this
mportant part of Her Majesty’s Dominions. Indeed the First Lord of ‘the Admiralty .
ssures me, in reply to a letter I addressed to him, that Admiral Baynes “will be .
“followed as quickly as possible by two frigates from China,” adding, " this was the
“quickest mode of reinforcement we could possibly adopt, and in onc case I sent a
“gew captain overland fo take the command of a ship in China which had become
““yacant, and pF at once to the Pacific.” I request that you will report to me
shat vesscls at the time this Despatch is received may be actually in your harbour °
isimed for the special support~of.the Civil Government; and should you deem a -
4l larger force to be requisite for the purposes-your-representation to that effect shall
ke my immediate attention. . '
3. With regard to your demand for a military force, it is gratifying to ne to learn,.-
hon your statement that ““the affairs of the Government might be carried on smoothly
wth even a single company of infantry,” that I had auticipated and indeed exceeded-
Yior requirements, by directions. given at the earliest moment for sending to the Colony
s party of 150 Royal Engineers. - Tlrc«&g@“i*or discipline and intelligence of this force,
sich afford ground for expecting that they~will be far less Tikely than ordinary soldiery
i the line to yicld to the temptation to desertion offered by the gold fields, and theip .
apacity at once to provide for themselves in a country without habitation, appear ta -
e to render them cspecially suited for this duty, whilst by their scrvices as pioncers i,
e work of civilization, in opening up the resources of* the country, by the construction™
droads and bridges, in laying the foundations of a future city or seaport, and in
anying out the numerous engineering’ works which in the earlier stages of colonization
e so essential to the progress and welfare of the community, they will probably not
nly be preserved from the idleness which might corrupt the discipline of ordinary
uldiers, but establish themselves in the popalar goodwill of the emigrants by the civil
dmefits it will be in the regular nature of their occupation to confer.
4 I regret that this force has béen delayed in its departure, notwithstanding the
acessing care and fains I have devoted to the hastening of the necessary preparations ;
lut owing to arrangements with the different Departments of Government, the necessity
frdue care in the selection of the officers and men for the expedition, and the time
rquired for preparing the vessels for sea, a delay unavoidably occurred that must have
tused you an anxiety in which 1 fully sympathized. Instalments, however, of the force,
wsisting of twenty and twelve men reé}I>ec_£ive_ly, under Captain Parsons and,Captain
3 . .

5,

Ny
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Grant, were depatched to the Colony vid Panama, on the 2nd and 17th of September,
With the, first of these detachments I forwarded your Commission as Governor, hayi
immediately on the return of the Queen from the Continent obtained Her Mnjesty's
signature, and taken your Commission myself on board the vessel in which the instalmen
of Engineers under Captain Parsons sailed from Southampton. I am-glado be able noy
to inform you that the * Thames City” has recently left England, having on |
119 men of the expedition. This vessel will be followed in a few days. by the ¢ Briggis’

. laden with stores, &c. belonging to the party; and a small number of men and some

month’s time: Colonel Moody, who commands the expedition, will -proceed to British
Columbia vi¢ Panama on the 30th instant. to be in readiness to receive.the main body of
Engineers on their arrival.. . b \ 4

5. Having thus reviewéd the military assistance which I have afforded to you, i
only remains for me to indicate the policy to be observed.in its cmployment, and
paiticularly to explain to you more fully the objections which: I pointed out in my
recent Despatch, No. 20. of the 16th ultimo,* to” the.use of this force in the: collection
of revenue. - - ' o

6. The employment of a royal military force for the purpose of compelling the pay-
ment of taxation would in itself be undesirable, and fraught with danger, even in ordinary
cases and amidst the most docile population.. And it seems to me that objectionstp
such an- employment are still stronger in the case of an impost like a licence for gold
digging, which would become s5 odious as to-necessitate abandonment if it led toggjg.
putes between the adventurers and the military, which might terminate in bloodshed and
loss of life. A%nilitary force should be considered primarily as intended for the p
of resisting foreign aggression. Its employment in the internal control of the community -
must be regarded as strictly subsidiary to the ordinary means of enforcing obedience to
the orders of the civil power, and should be resorted: to only when those means have,
through unexpected circumstances, been found insufficient. The Governor of the Colony.
should on these principles use every endeavour to render the ‘authority of the Civl
Government independent of his military force, and thus be in a_position to feel the ful
advantage of the moral support which the military afford to legitimate authority in .
proportion to the rarity of their interference. On the other Hand, nothing is so important

additional stores will be sent in the * Euphrates,” which is expecteg/ to sail in aboutg

“to the peace and progress of the Colony as a well-organized and effetive Police; and

I find that a Police is always feeble in Colonies that have been accustomed in every dis-
turlfance to vely upon soldiers. It is by the establishment of this Civil Constabulary, with
a sufficient staff of Stipendiary Magistrates, that I would wish the Colonists to co-operste
Hence I have sent
to you the most experienced and trustworthy person I could gelect amongst the Irish

Constabulary (2 body of men peculiarly distinguished for efficienty), to serve as Inspector -

. of the Police, and to ¢arry out your Instriictions for the forrg ioh of a civil force of that

character. - :

You will not, however, suppose from the above observations that armed force, where
required for its legitimate duties, will fail to the defence and security of this new part of
Her Majesty’s Dominions. A naval display of the protection that Great Britain affords
to the settlers is, no doubt while I write, already in your harbour, and in sending to you -
a"military force more than that which you state as sufficient I have to add, that should
the chance of collision- with the Indians, or other elements of ddnger, need in your judg-
ment additional reinforcements, and you can discern the means by which mere soldiers of
the line can be kept from desertion and rendered securely serviceible, your wishes wil
not fail to meet with earnest and ready counsideration. ~ ' '

_7- Colonel Moody, however, agrees with me in assuming that, in a population of gold
diggers, there will be always enough disappointed adventurers in the prime of life who
would enlist at need under the British Flag, and that, having .secured able officers, recruits
could thus be raised on the spot, more rapidly and economically than military aid' could
be sent to you from England. With this view (on the correctness of which Kshould be

-« glad of your opinionY. T Jiave sent to you, under Colonel Moody, a few practised sd -

o

skilful men for cavalry and artillery drill, who are intended to form a nucleus and frame
-work in the Colony itself for such additional military force as may be required.

8. It is my object to provide for, or to suggest to you_ how ‘to meet, all unforesets
exigencies in the Colony as they may arise ; but, my views are based .on the assumption
that the common interest in life and property will induce the ifimigrants to combme
amongst themselves for ordinary purposes, and that, when danger needing military force
arises, they wilk readily gather round and swell the force, which will thus expand in pro-

. portion as circumstances require. From England we send skill and discipline? the

oo

4
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material (that is thc mere men), a Colony intended for free institutions, and on the
borders of so powerful a neighbour as the United-States of America, should learn betimes
of itself to supply- o ‘ - o . ‘

9. With the scanty information which Her Majesty's' Government possess of the
. mture of the climate of British Columbia in the winter, in the abscnce of any experience
s to the amount of population which may remain during that season at the diggings,
they are unable to judge what degree of activity in mining operations~may then previul,

" ghat consequently may be the chance during the winter months of armed frays or col-

" [isions, and to what extent Revenue and Colonization may be then making progress. , But
they are led to anticipate that in the winter there must be that pause in immigration

- and its concomitant difficulties which may allow the _preliminary settlement of questions
of law and police, and enable you to communicatc to them the probable wants*#nd
. probublc resourccs of the Colony ; so that when, at the return of spring, immigration and
utivity recommence, all suitable preparations may have been made, and the safety and

" development of the Colony fully and deliberately provided for. It will be very cssential,

fos this purpose, that. you shotld instruct Her Majesty’s Government by the best conjec-

tré that you may be-able to arrive at, of the probable Revenue of which to calculate;
- gnce, in proportion to that Revenue, must, be the rapidity with which the Home Govern-
~ ment ¢an aid in the growth of the Colony. ] ‘

. 10. Referring to the laudable co-operation in the construction of the road which has
heen evoked by your énergy from the geoid sense and public spirit of the miners, I rcjoice
to see how fully that instance of the zealand intelligence to be expected from the volun-

tary cfforts of immigrants, uniting in -the furtherance, of interests common to them all .

"~ bears out the princi(i)le of policy on which I designed to construct a Coluny intended for
glf-government, and trained to its cxercise by self-reliance. The same characteristics
. which have made-thesé settlers combine so readily in the construction of a road will, I

Bririsy
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trust, under the same able and cheerilig influence which you prove that you so well know -

how to exercise, cause them cqually to unite in the formation of a Police, in the estiblish-
went of law, in the collection of Revenue, in short, in all which may make individual life
. secure and the community prosperous. I trust you will assure the hardy and spirited
men who have assisted in this preliminary undertaking how much their condiict is appre-
cated by Her Majesty’s Government. co .
~ 11 I'feel thankful for the valuable services so seasonably and efficiently rendered by
the « Satellite ” and ¢ Plumper.”

12. I cannot conclude without a cordial expression of my sympathy in the difficulties
jou have encountered, and of my sense of the ability, the readiness of resource, the wise
ad manly temper of conciliation, which you have so signally displayed; and I doubt not
that you will continue to show the same vigour, and the same discretion in its exercise ;

.ud you may rely with confidence on whatever support and aid Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment can afford to you..
" I have, &c.

Gover.nor‘Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON.
&e. &c. o ‘
| - No.8L
Corr of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
‘ DovugLas.
Stz Downing Street, October 16, 1858.

Trougu I think that you must be in complete possession of my views in respect

to the employment of the Royal Engineers, who have been despatched to British '
Golumbia, I desire, nevertheless, and for fear of any possible misunderstanding on yout -

part, to mention that to Colonel Moody and’ his men do I look for the performance of
Hl the surveying duties in the Colony, and thercfore to caution you against accepting the
“wmvices of other Surveyors or assistants, whose employment would add so much to the
bavy expenses which the Colony st its'outset is called upon to defray.

o , i .+ Ihave, &c. '
Governar Douglas, (Signed) ‘E.B.LYTTON. -
&e. | &e. ' v : -
A "
i .L‘
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‘ . \ : . No. 32. ' . -
Copy of DESPATCI from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. LytToN, Bart., to Governor
I ' ~w  Dovdras. ‘

(No. 32.) . - N
Sir, o M @ Downing Street, October 19, 1838,

I excroie for your information a copy of a letter from the Archbishop of Canter

bury, announcing to me the munificent endowment offered by Miss Burdett Coutts for

the foundation of a See in British, Columbia, together with my reply to that com.

munication. o , o , ) -

I have, as you will perccive by the correspondence, gladly accepted this noble contribu.

1IN

‘tion to the cause of Christianity ; and ] rejoice to think that the service and ministrations
of the Church will not be wanting to“the carly stages of Colonial life. .

i : . T'have, &c. =
Governor Douglas, . o (Signed) E. B. LYTTOR.
- &, &e. 0 L. ) : . »

= TN [
. '

1 Tnclosure 1in No. 32.

S, ) . Lambeth, September 27, 1858,
T 1AvE the honour to acquaint you, that in consequence of the importance which is likely to
belong to the Colony of British Columbia, nnd the.expediency of providing for the Spiritual Instruction
of the population assembling there, Miss Burdett Coutts has einpowered me to propoie the appoint-
ment of a Bishop there, who may take the oversight of the Clergy, xand guperintend the religions
interest of the country anid people; and for that purpose she is’ prepared to furnish an endowment of
the See to the amount of 15,0004 . . N
I'am in hopes that Fler Majesty’s Government may consider this so desirable a measure gs to

' Ihave, &¢
The Right ITopourable Sir B. Lytton, Bart. , (Signed)  J. B. Cantuan

Y -
Enclosure 2 in No. 32. - : ,

My Lonp Arcnmisfior, Downing Street, October 7, 1858,

I 1uave thd honour to ackpowiedire your letter of the 27th ult., in which you inform me that -
Mise Burdett Coutts desires to dovote the Juge sunt of 13,0007. to the endowsnent of 4 Bishopricin -
the new Colony off Biitish Columbia. , R :
To lay the foqndation of a Christian Church in all its complefeness jimultaneously with the
“ostablishment of 4 civil policy is a worthy system of ‘colonization, in which, as your Grace rightly
apprehonds, Her Majesty’s Government will gladly co-operate to the best of tleir ability, and will offer
every facility for the crection of the new See” For my own part, as the Minister especially charged
witli the superinfehdence and administration of the new Colony, I would deéire,"through your Grace, -
to express to Miss{ Burdett Coutts the high and grateful apprecintion which I entertain of this her |
latest, but wot leagt munificent, contribution to the purposes of Christianity and civilization. ]
Of recent years, from various cxuses, the State lids greatly departed from the ancient practice of
supplementing by grants of land or money the requirements of the Colonial Church. That Church, in:
consequence, follolving the analogy of the freer system of self-government which has with happy -
eftect been eonceded to many of our Colonies, has. thrown herself upon the voluntaty cfforts of her -
childrefi; both abrpad and at home; but the provision thus made for her Spiritual organization, il 2
indeed less large ih amount than it would have been had it been drawn from the ampler resources @ :
the State, hias been maxde'in a spirit of self-snerifice and devotion calculated to give permaneiit life
and fixity to her tcaching and Lcclesiastical system. - . .
The best recognitiomof the present munificent endowment will be found in its leading the colonists -
of British Columbiia f6 imitate the sclf-denial and zeal to which their church will owe her carlyand -
effective organization . < ) R ;
Startingin hertc:u'eer under Episcppal guidance, and Tomplete in all the parts of her system, that |
Church will cdm% ence her Missionary work with more than the usual promise of succdes. tl;ler field .

oubfedly be arduous. There must be many difficulties in the earlier stages of -

society gathered from all parts of the world, and- reflecting every variety of the human character; -

but thus constitutied”she will prove, I cannot ddubt, not only a teacher, but a_civilizer; not only 2.
spiritual, but a social blessing, lending in the ngw world, as in the old, he~ direct, and powerful aid

to law and ohler;"ilaringi'ngw cducation-in her trajn, and reminding the adventurers and' Colonists of

hat it 1s the right use, and nop the mere acquisition, of wealth which makes con-

munities, as well a8 individuals, truly prosperousfand happy. : - et

Lo . “w « » Ihave &e.” ~

: . e : (Signed)  E. B. Lyrrox,

o , , - s v
3 - -
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No. 33.
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor
a7 1 DoucLas. : ) .
~ (No. 35.) R
“Sm, : Downing Street, November 1, 1858.

Wi reference to my Despatch, No. 22, of the 23rd September®, I transmit liere-
with, for your information, a copy of the Instructions which I have addressed to Colonel
Moody on the eve of his departure to assume his duties in 11:31‘7itish Columbia. 1

ave, &c. .
Governor Douglas, * (Signed) . E.B. LYTTON.
&  &ec.

T

Enclosure in No. 33.'

Sz, Downing Street, October 29, 1858.

I I Tavk it will be for your satisfaction if 1 endedvour to reduce to writing, by
way of General Instructions, the outlines of that policy for the new Colony of British
Columbia which your service§, I trust, will assist to develope. ‘

My views as to the uses of a purcly military force, in the commencement of a Colony
like the present, I am happy to believe are in accordance with your own. .
" 9, I would, at the earliest period, impress upon the Colonists the distinction between
disorders arising from internal riot or disturbance, and the dangers that may threaten
from foreign aggression. :

3. In the first, it is not only the duty, it should be the pride, of a youthful and
vigorous community to find means of’ defence within itsclf.” "The consciousness that it
is compelled to do so engenders a brave and resolute spirit amongst the immigrators, and

afety. I will even add, that where a-society finds its best safeguard in the habitual
reverence for law, and cannot, in every emergency, appeal to the armed force of the
Parent State, a high moral tone of sentiment and opinion becomes silently formed, and
even Jawless and vehement natures are brought into the calm social compact by which
_the public interests mould the national character into respect for the laws that preserve
hearths and property, and for the qualitics that command others " without ‘the’ resort. to
force. ’ . "

4. Nothing can be more likely to sap the manhood and virtue of any young ch
manity than the error of confounding the duties of soldiers with the ordinary functi
of apolice. Nevertheless, though soldiers, do not constitute a police, there are few
societies i1 which the authority of the civilypower is not more-respectfully obeyed where
it isunderstood that against disorderly force there is always in reserve the unflinching
iid of rhilitary discipline. - : 3 .

5.:In a- Colony like British Columbia, in which it is reasonable to assume that the
fist immigrants will be men too accustowmed to danger to be” daunted by the menace of
force, but too eager for gold not to respect the means by which gold, when obtained, is
ssecured to its owner, soldiers will be popular in proportion as the strength which they
afford to law is tacitly felt rather than obtrusively paraded. -

6. No soldiers are likely to be so popular as Royal Engineers; partly, let me hope,
from their own miljtary disciplin¢ and good conduct; partly from the very respectable
cass which they represent ; partly from the civil nature of their duties in clearing the
ready way for civilization. Thus, if not ostentatiously sctting forth its purely military
am character, the force at your command will nevertheless, whenever occasion may need its

demonstration, do its duty as soldiers no less than as surveyors. And I need not add
that, should the Goveffjor require your assistance in your military: capacity, you will ‘
render it as freely as if no civil services weie attached to your mission. But while the
Colonists should be taught the necessity of providing against internal disturbance,—while
they should learn to rally round the law, and create themselves the machinery for giving
that law its ordinary cffect,—on the other’hand, they must not be left to suppose that
igainst external- aggression Great Britain would not render them the aid due to the
dignity of her Crown, and the safety of her subjects in every part of Her Majesty’s

Dominions ;—for wherever En(ﬁa{ld extends her sceptre, there, as “against the foreign

aemy, she pledges the defencd of her sword. v
* 7. It-will also be borne in mind that in ‘a Settlement which is surrounded by savage
tribes, while sound policy will dictate every effort to conciliate the goodwill and confi-
dence of *such uncivilized nieighbours, and while humanity will shrink from the applica-
ton of armed force against the aborigines wherever it can be avoided, yet some military

™
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strength and disciplined organization are cssential preservatives to the seltlers; md
indeed a resort, when needed, to soldiers, well commanded, will- be attended with fy
less loss of lifc, with actions far less sanguinary, than where the white man is left to
defend himself against the red, without that decided superiority which is conferred by
military skill‘over savage force. In such conflicts the want of disciplin¢ s the want of

8." You will hasten to inform yourself of the true social circumstances of the .
community thus neighboured by Indian tribes, and containing in itself adventurcis of -
all nations, and will faithfully report to me your impressions.as to the expedieney
_of a greater ot a different kind of military force sent from this country than that undet
your command, and the _probability of keeping such a force free ‘from desertion apd
steadfast in diciplinc. « . ‘

9. At present it is my belief, as 1 understand it to be your own, that additional military
force as, against Indran. aggression, or for the preservation of order, coul® be most -
cconomic¢ally and cffectively raised on the place itsclf and amongst the immigiant -
populatiqn. whether as volunteers or militia under British officers, for a limited petiod -

- or in anticipation of any sudden danger. But I must submit the accuracy of that

belief to your military and Colonial experience on the spot;, in connexion with the advice
of the Governor. ‘ : ‘ '
10. It seems, meanwhile, a ‘good augury of the co-operation of the Colanists in all
measures demanding. public spirit, that miners themselves arc constructing a rox,
of which seven miles are completed,—that they organized themselves into bands under
leaders,—thus recognizing discipline™ as ‘the element of success in all combined
“undertakings. Each miner thus employed deposited with the Governor 25 dollars -
ds security, for good conduct. I nced not add, ‘that a Governor who could thus at
_once inspire confidence and animatc ‘exertion must have many high qualities which
will ensure lyour csteem, and add to the satisfaction with which you will co-operate with
his efforts. | - ,
~On this subject I am bound, in justice to both parties, to guard against any risk of

" misapprehension as to your respective duties and powers. Whilst I fecl assured that the

Governor will receive with all attention the counsel or suggestions which your military
_and scientific'cxperience so well fit you to offer, I would be distinctly understood when -
I say that he is, not merely in a civil point of view, the first magistrate in the State, but
that I fecl it to be cssential” for the public interests that all powers and responsibilities -
should centrc!in him exclusively. Nothing could be morg prejudicial to the prosperity
of the Colony than a conflict between the principal officers of Government. ,
. 11. In reference to the Civil Jepartment of your duties, your first object will be to
commence the operations necessary for the land sales, by which the expenses of survey
are to be defrayed. You will comsult with the Governor as to the choice of sites for 2

ritime town, probably at the mouth of Fraser’s River, and for any more inlnd
Capital to which the circumstances of the territory will suggest<the most appropiatc -
site. | :
- 12, You willinot fail to regard with a military eye the best position for such towns
and citics, as well as for the engineering of roads and passcs, or the laying the founda-
tions of any public works. , ‘ .
Experience o the spot will best guide you.as to the most cconomical dis ributiol of

 the work by the fforce under your command. All'that befongs to comprchensive survey

. or z}nyfnatural facilities which exist for their construction.

and public works must belong to the labour of the Royal Engineers.: But the ordinary *
fillings in of allotments for sale had better, perhaps, be executed- by contract, and it

+ order to prevent additional burthen.on Colonial revenues, it would be well that the cost .

of survey in allotments be added to the price of them, and each individual thus purchase
his land surveyed!and cleared. . ‘ 4 :
13. I need scarcely add, that it will be among vour first cares to smooth the difficul- :
ties of communication by land and water. If you can at slight cost render the Fraser
River navigable to a further extent than it is at present, you will direct your science to -
that object. * * * *_ T e i
_14. Ceeteris_paribus, it_probably weuld be better~to-ke€p Vancouver and Fritishe:
Columbia under separate Governments ; but geography and circumstance arc imperiow f
-dictators,”and control the theories by which, at a distance, we would map out comuot-
wealths and restrict: territorial divisions; and therefore I would have you thoughtfully
consider both the safest. and readiest modes of access to British Columbia from the .
Pacific, and the. several relations between British Columbi# and Vancouver’s Islnd ©
indicated by nature and probability. - '
15. You will further report upon any harbours which exist on any part of our coastse
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16. You will remember that gold i§ not the -only mineral in which. British Columbia
is said to be rich., You willi examine and report to Her Majesty's Government upon
il its uther mineral productions. . ‘

17. You will ascertain the real value of the coal for all purposes of steam communi-
cation, both in British Columbia and Vancouver; not only its quality, but, the casy
vorking of its mines; whether the coal lies deep . or near the surface; whether
mining operations are likely to be impeded by much water, bearing in mind that in coal,
ssinall else,-the product is to be estimated by the degree and cost of labour which the
supply may necessitate. ‘ \

18. In this, as in all the mineral products of “thosc Districts; I entreat you to form
the most dispassionate and careful judgment, and rather to own ignorance or doubt
than ever to allow yourself to be misled by reliance on untested statements. The more
ordinary resources of the Colony, in fisheries, ju timber, in the various soils, and the
extent of them, favourable to agricultural pro?hice, will command your attention, and
contribute materials to your reports. - :

19. With the United States of America so close on the frontiers of the Colony, and
their citizens mingled amongst'the immigrators; with the Indian tribes, not as yet
unfriendly; nor indocile when kindly treated, but thievish by--hgbit, and maddencd by
the least indulgence in ardent spirits ; with a population of settlers in itsclf so varied and

shifting in its character, I need not point out to you the grave necessity of impressing on.
vour officers and men the dutics of self-restraint, of forbearance, good temper, and the

~ Uiscretion which avoids provocation and offence. |
I would commend to you emphatically the noble art of conciliating varietics of human

kind, with ‘the essential concomitants of dignity, sincerity, and firmness. This art,

which is amongst the rarest and happiest attributes of statesmen in old socicties, i
comparatively easy, because more vitally necessary, to those who are called uponto aid
in reducing to harmony and order the manifold elements of a new community. :

20. I would cspecially, have you use¢ your influence with the men to abstain from
drick in a country whefe intoxication is not unlikely to be a common vice, and ‘by
soldierly bearing and respectability of conduct to maintain the high character of that
part of the Engtish’ Army from which they are drawn.

2. You will come in contact with Germans, Erenchmen, Americans ; with many who
may, perhaps, have prcjudices against English institutions and the English character.
" Most of thesc prejudices will vanish when they who entertain them are brought, into
familiar acquaintance with that union of cnergy and prudeuce, of the devotion to duty,

which Englishmen so quietly.blend with the attachment to freedom ;-and the spirit of

loyalty, truth, and upright dealing, which signalize the brighter, and, 1 believe, the
lrger, portion of our national character and race. But if those qualities be common to
all classes of our countrymen, at least they become more manifest and attractive when
set forth with that courtesy, high breeding, and urbane knowledge of the world which
lignify the English gentleman and the British -officer ; and I anticipate no small adyvan-
fage towards stamping our native idiosyncracies on a Colony which may comprise so

many foreigners, and promoting a high social standard of civilization, from the fact that'

yourself and your brother officers are amongst its practical founders, and cannot fyil by
the nature of the civil services you render to be brought into frequent and friendly ‘com-
nunication with all élasses of settlers. - ' '
'22. Ltrust that you will work in perfect harmony with the Governor; and that his

expericnce of the localities and of the character of the native population, with your own

professional science, will combine to expedite the progress and develope the resources of

the Colony. L,

23. Yop.will nét forget the caution I have so strenuously impressed on you in our
tonversations, viz., that it is a duty we owe to the Colony itsclf to hazard no large
nutlays and incur no unnecessary expenses until an adequate Revenue be raised and
secured. : . . !

24. At the very sound of a'Gold Mine avarice and extravagance awake together, and

toall the suggestions of rational prudence there is the vulgar outcry, “.the gold pays for

il” Now as the mother country expects all Colonies not conquered nor founded for

purely Imperial purposcs to be sclf-supporting, and as in this Colony she has more thaii

otdinary reason in its mineral resources to do so, nothing could be more unjust to the

infant settlement, more retard its' prosperity, or lay sceds of more fertile discontent, than

t suddle it prospectively with arfy financial burthens, not nceded for safety and healthtidl
“evelopment, while its Reverues yet remain a matter of speculation.

., 3, 1t must be some time yet before immigrants will be permanently scttled, Customs’

luties, &c. regularly established, and land allotments sold to any considerable extent ;
K 2 -
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‘heaviest and almost the earliest item to whic

o

N i

and the cost of survey itself in the Colonial pa{ of the Royal Engincers, &c. is the

‘ h the resources of the Calony should be

devoted. All augmentations of thé expense thus calculated should be sedulgusly
avoided, - , <L ‘ '

26. I have already explained to you personally (as 1 have informed the Governor),

that it is my desire to scc established in British Columbia as carly, as the state of society

will permit free Representative Institutions ; but premature or p ecipitate action in such -

a case only weakens the object we have in view; and if the fabric is to be lasting the
foundations, of self-governmentishould be laid with care. . All regulations affecting oy
clectoral franchise should be framed so as to suit the special cominunity on which they
arec brought to bear. T should fecl obliged by reports, as the.result of your own

unbiased opinions, as to the nature, habits, and conditions of the immigrant population;

the degree to which education exists 3 the probabilitics of settled residents, and culti-

vators of the soil, as distinet”from casual adventurers, or the inhabitants of a scaport

town : with such remarks, confidentially given, as may guide the judgment of Her

Majesty’s Government in the frame:work of a constitution which will secure tranquillity
and order as the only genuine safeguards of popular frecdom. These yeports, with any
other you may remit to me, will be sent, of course, through the Governor.

I have, &c. \
Coloncl Moody, R.E. (Signed) E.B. LYTTON,
&ec. &c. '
+
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‘Hasp Book to the Gold Regions of Fraser's;and Thompson’s Rivers, with Tanre o' DISTANCES, A,{:}’;,';_'\

By ALExanpER C, ANDERSON, late Chicf Trader, Iludson’s Bay Company's Service. .

. Notss in reference to the Routes of Communieation with' the Gold Region on Fraser’s River,
- : explanatory of the accompanying Map. ,

Fraser’s River digcharges itself into the Gulf of Georgia, = little to the north of the 49th paraliel.
“The head waters of its principal branch interlock with those of the Columbia angd the Athabascas-_At
‘the distance of 160 miles from its mouth it is joined by Thompson’s River, a large stream flowing

fom the eastward, As indicattd in the Map, the Cascade range of mountaing, which may bey,
“viewed a8 a continuation of the Sierra-Nevadn, ccases at thispoint. Ilere, aud in its immedinte

vicinity, the diggings which are’ now creating so much excitement have been in progress since last .
summer, thougﬁ their richness, now apparently so.well authenticated, was not ascertained till more

Intoly. : l :

Tt’;cre arc fwo distinct lines of approach to these mines: one by the direct route thiough Fraser’s

River;, the other by way of the Columbia River, by Portland and the Dalles, and theuce with pack

animals through the trails nsed until recently by the Hndson’s Bay Company for their communications,

ind for the transport of supplies for the interior.

" These routes will be separately considered. . ]
| . ) Route vid Fort Langley. a B
Fort Langley, the lowest post of the Hudson’s Bay Company on Fraser’s River, is situated on the - ..

left* bank, about 25 miles from the entrance. Thus far the stremm is navigable for vessels of consider-
able burthen, the precaution of sounding or buoying the sand-heads at the entrance being first adopted,
“in the absence of a qualified pilot. The avcent, however, short ns the distance is, is rather tedious
for a suiling vessel, as the river is land-locked, and the winds consequently irregular and baffling

Fort Hope is' a small post’ situated near-the mouth of the Que-gue-alla River, which falls in

69 miles above Langley. © Thence 1o the foot of ‘the * Falls™ is 12 miles further.  From that point to
"Thompson’s River Yorks is a distance of 54 to 55 miles by the travelled voute.

It 1s questionuble how far above Langley a vessel of by considerable draught ‘could readily be
“taken ; but from that post'to ¥ort Hope theresscems to be no room to doubt that an efficient steamor
of light draught could be advantageously navigated, and, indeed, for some miles higher up.  Above
I the Fulls, however, the.obstacles to steam navigation, and cspecially ut the higher stiges of the water,
. Tjudge to be very seriouy , : R ' .

Hitherto, batenux of about three tons burthen hive been employed by the Hudson’s Bay Company
for transport holotW the Falls; a slow method when the water i3 high, as the ascent ean then be

, effected y warping along shore, with the aid of Indian canoes to pass the lines. By this tedious

“4motess, an ascent was made during the freshet of 1818, to the foot of the Fally, in cight day<; under

 ordinary cireumstances, it would oceupy five. ! . ‘

There js o trail (indieated in the sketch as  Douglas Portage ™) from the upper Teet Village, below

" the Falls, to Spuz-zum, above the Falls, the lowest village of the Saw-mee-nas, or Coutenux 1t ix.

-much longer, but'not’»o rough as the passage of the river bank, which is for some distance extremely

“broken. Both these portages are on the fight bank. ‘ : .

The series of rapids called the « Falls” is about three miles in length.  There is no sueh abrupt -
descent a8 the name implies. At low water these rapids may be ascended with light craft, by muking
prtages; but at the higher stages of the watér they present a difficulty almost insurmoyntable.

. During the summer season the xocky shores of the « Falls” are thronged by Tudians from the lower
touritry, who resort thither for the salmon fishery. A ceascless feud, I may here mention, prevails
between the Coiteau and the lower Indiang, who differ from cach other widely in many respeets,

At Spuz-zum, six miles above the Falls, the river is crossed to the left bank, where iz the terminus

~of o horse trail, opiened in 1847 and 1848, across the inountains from the Similk-ameen country, but

shandoned afterwards as incligible, chiefly on account of the difficultics of the Falls..

This trail follows the river to Ke-que-loosc, six miles further, <At this point is the grave of q~

“tervant of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who, in 1848, was found shot near the encampment, under, )
crcumstamees which justified the belief that he died by his own. volumtary act. A Lwrge cedar statgiy

-of Indian workmanship, and a small enclosure, mark the spot.  The banks of the river immediately
shove this are very rugged; consequently the trail ascends the beight (some two thouwand feet or
more), crosses it, and descends upon Anderson’s River, ‘at theForks of which two bridges were
formerly in existence’ : L .

Bhe Similk-ameen trail continues inland hence; that leading to the Forks of Thomson’s River (indi-
wted by ' trail-line in the sketch) diverges, and after o fow miles travel again strikes Fraser’s River, -

"% Tqui-yowm, a-populous village, six miles above Xe-que-loose, and situated at the mouth of
Anderson’s River, C ’ -

Thence to the Forks of Thompson’s River, where the miners were last at work, is cstimated at
lirty-three and a half miles, through s hilly Toad, in places very, stony, and impissable for loaded
lorses without a lnrere- amount of labour in its improvement. Several streams fall in between Tyui-

yowm and the Forks, ang of which .during the freshets has to be ferried over with cunoes.  From
Tqud-yowmn upwards a marked-change in the character of the scenery takes place ; though rugged, it

+* In this, and all‘other instances where the like dmstinctions may be employed, it is with reference to the desconding stream,

s
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18 less densely timbered than ’ﬁxc lower ‘country, and shows every evidence of a drier climate. The. )

vicinity of Tqud-yowm itsclf is father picturesque ; but, what is of more importance, it enjoys a prolifiy

salmon fishery during the season.

From the Forks of Thompson’s River, hor<c roads extend in both dircctions up Fraser's River,
and along Thowpson’s River, as jndicated in the mxg». . Co .

I .will now proceed to point ‘out some of the difficultics whicl_&, embarmss‘ _tlgls route, and. which,
until some better system be orgunized than at present exists, are ' deserving certainly. of serion
consideration. . o : o ' S

Assuming the miner to have reached the foot of the Falls by, bateau or other conveyance, (and let
me here remark that there is no practicable ‘way of reaching this point from Fort Langley except by
water), the more formidable impediments to his pn?ress' are otill in advance. Horses are mnot pro.
curnble here; nor, if procurable, is the country suited for-their subsistence., The navigation of the
Falls at high water ' catnot be accomplished 5 nor, indeed, is the upper portion-of the river to be' -

)

. navigated without difficulty at that stage. At the lower stage, these difficulties are so far modifie]

that they mity. be overcome by portages; but it'is to be ‘premised that.a certain amount of kil af . :

" exporience ijy canoe navigation, which every onc is. not supposed to possess, is 3 necessary, condition

of the un:leninking. The alternative i3'to procced on foot; but my previous notes will ‘have shown

_cthat the trail is'n rough one, full of painful inequalities. It would, therefore, be impracticable 1o

convey in this way more than a very limited amount of 'provisions, to' say, nothing of tools and

. other necessries for mining operations.

From Fort Hope: there is a horse trail across the mountains ; but no horses’are to' be p d
there, as indeed not any are kept. All these animals, when required for transport, are %t :
v rogs ountain' range, and return forthwith. Moreover, the Fort Hope trait does not
strike 'the mining region, but unites with the trail from the Columbia valley, to be presently

~ considered. I subjoin a resumé of the distances by the direct trail: , ‘

N . - : ' Miles.
Mouth of Fraser's River to Fort Langley - - - .. - 25
To Que-que-alla River - - - - - 69
To Falls . - . .- - - - - 12
- ~ i . } -~ 81
Falls Rapids, - . - - - .- - - - 3
To Spuz-zumk  ~ - - - - - 6
To Ke-que-loose - - - - - - 6
To Tqui-yowm . - - - - - - - 6
"To Forks of. Thompson’s River - - - - 331
. ¢ — 54}
E
Total - - . - 160}
MEeMoRANDUM OF Disrances sy THE Fort HoreE RouTe
. " Miles:
Fori Iope to the top of Manson’s Mountiain - - - 12
Across the valley to Campement da Chevreuil (summit of the Cascade .
* range - - - Y. - to. - - 10 .
To Inke )near licight of land.in Blackeye’s Portage * - - - 25
To Tseistn, or Campement des Femmes - - - . - 20
To Rocher de la Biche - - - - - - 20
‘ ‘ Total, to the junction with.Dalles Trail = - - — 87
. From Rocher de la Biche to ¥orks of Thomson’s River .- - -~ -85
. Total, Fort Hope to Forks, Thompson’s River - - 172’
Mouth of Fraser’s River to Fort Hope - -7 . - - &4

————

»» Distance vii Fort Hope—Total - - - 256

N B.—The above disgancés, as fur a8 Rocher de la Biche, are noted according to the encampments
it is necessary to make in order to secure scanty pasturage in the mountain for pack animals.

, Route vid Columbia River and the Dalles, ' .
. Every facility of steam navigation. exists between Portland and the Dalles. The transit between

* tliese two points is performed in part of two days, the intervening night being passed at the Cascades,

‘where travellers are well accommodated.” An attempt is being made to extend steamboat navigation
as far as the Priest’s Rapids, sixty mhiles above WdB\-Walla, and one. hundred and ninety from the
Dalles; but the success of this project is thus far undecided. {

* . With horses there are two routes to. the Priest’s Rapids: one crossing the Columbia River at the

" Dalles, passing over the dividing ridge to the Yackama Valley, and continuing across until the

Columbia is again struck at the poiut in question, where -the Columbin is recrossed to its left bank
(N.B.—This trail jn crossing the Yackama Valley joins the trail which parties from Puget’s
Sound, erossing by the' Nachess Pass, would necessarily follow. The necessity of crossing ‘to the
left bank at the Priést’s' Rapids arises from the impracticable nature' of the country on the right side,
between that point and Okinagan.) S ‘ S o

-
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The other ‘routé is by following the left bank of the Columbia from the Dalles to WallaWalla, Barrrsn

Rapids. (N.B.—There arc scveral modifications of the latter portion of this route, some of which'
are shorter; but I instance this for simplicity.) = \ . ‘
‘The first described route is much the shorter, as the great bend of the Columbia River is cut off

" by it; but the double crossing of the Columbin is n serions obstacle ; and the Yackama River, when

Jugh, is o troublesome impediment. ‘ . , ‘
or this :renson I should prefer the longer route by Walla-Walla, and the more so as it is
possable at all sensons, which the other is not, owing to snow im tiie mountain. ' '
‘There is good grass by both routes. * . . , . :
From the Priest's Rapids the Indian trail is followed up some 25 miles, when. it strikes off the

"river, and enters the Grande Coulde, an extraordinary raving, the origin of which has been a matter

* of much speculation. A portion of it is approximately sketched on the map. The bottom of this

ravine' is. very smooth, and affords.excellent travelling; good encampments are found at regular

infervals. After following it for nbout 60 miles, the trail strikes off for the Columbia, at a point a
. “% . po

few miles beyond a small al -
to encamp at this lake. There is a small strcam 25 miles or' so before reaching the lake, ¥hich is
another regular encampment ; and again another streamlet about 30 miles short of that Inst mentioned,

where it would likewisc be necessary to encamp.  This would be' the first encampment in the Grande
*'Coulée after leaving the Columbin. T cannot recall any cncamping grounds, other than thesc three,

P -
)

in this portion of the road.)

" Striking off from the point mentioned in a direction ahout N.N. W, the trail reaches the Columbia a

D

few miles above Fort Okinagan, which post is calied 25 miles from the Grande Coulée. Ferrying at
the fort (the horses being swin), the trail ascends the Okinagan River, cutting points here and there,
as shown in the sketch. - At about 60 miles from the post’is the Similk-a-meen Fork. The Okinagan
ia crossed just above the junctivn. This crossing. is arrow, and at the ordinary stage of.the water
can be forded with casc; at a higher stage, a.€anoe is hired. There is usually a pretty “large
concourse of Indians at this point 'during the sdlmon season. It is good policy to supply the chief
with a little tobacco, to smoke with his followers. - Goodwill is thus cheaply secured. o

From the Forks the trail ascends the Sifnilk-a-meen; but as the lower part of that river, where

* it breaks into the Okinagan Valley, is very rugged, it is advisable to ascend the Okinagan some miles,

and alonz the lakes, by the main road towards Kamloops., A trail then branches off, as by the
sketch, and nascends the hills towards the Similk-a-meen.  After proceeding some distance, there is
a small Inke, affording & good encampment (called in the map * Crow Encampment ™. Continuing
thence, the trail falls on the Similk-a-meen above the obstacles referred to. The valley of the

* Similk-n-mecn abounds in good pasture. * Except during the freshets, the stream is readily fordable ;-

and the trail accordingly is made ‘to cross it frequently at such seasons, wheréhy several hills and

" some stoney places are avoided. During the freshets thé left bauk is followed without interruption.

At the Red Earth Fork the Sjpilk-n-meen is left. The trail, following up a branch of this valley

“watered by the Red Earth strenm, &c. crosscs the height of land which divides  the watershed

of Fraser's River from that of the Columbin, and. descends towards Nicholas Lake. ' A few miles
before reaching the lake there iv a cut off, indicated in the.sketch, which strikes Nicholas River

* below the outlct of the lake. This river is crossed to its right bank, and followed about thirty-five
- . . miles, when it is recrossed (by fording in both cases at. the ordinary stage of the water); and the

point is cnt, seventeen miles to Nici-o-meen on Thompson’s River. (N.B.—DBesides the advantige
of 'this cut off in point of shorfness, the right bank of the stream. is very steep and broken between
the lower crossing and the junction of the stream with Thomp=on’s River at Thlik-um-chee-n4.) '
Nici-o-méen is the commencement of the mining region, as so far declared. Thence it is thirteen
miles to the Forks of Thompson's River.. = . .
I now append an estimate of the distances by this route, which will be found, I trast, reliable ; and

Talso add a memorandum of the encampments which a party with pack animals might expect. to

make. '
o ,  EstouTe oF DisTANCES,
. - o Mites.
From the Dalles across the Yackama Valley to the crossing place above l
Priest’s Rapids - | - - - - - - 125
Five dayys’ march with packs.
o S By Walla-Walla. ‘ ' i
" :Dalles to Walla-Wajla . -~ - e - - 130 P
To crossing place above Priest’s Rapids - - - -, 60
’ - ‘, ) Cm—— .190
" . Eightdays march with packs. o
(0 From the Priest’s Rnpids\cros'sihg to the Grande Coulée - Y
L. Along the Grande Coulée - - - e = = - 60
s To Okinagan - - = - - -, .= 925
L S ST — 116

. - . - .
A ' v )
- 2 N , , 1
-~ . . - .
v . i . . . -
B

ake, called by the voyageurs Le Lac a U Eau Bleue. (N.B.—It js ngpesgary -

R

" crossing the Sonke River at its mouth, and thence continuing along the Columbin to:the Pricst’s Corvamsia.

\
e——
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. B N ) ) ' ) L , e a“v i S oA Milu. -
From Qkinagan 'to Forks of Similk-a-meen - b f AT 80
. ToRe&EnnthFork - ~ = e e - 90
"+ To cutoff ncar Nicholas Lake . -', - - © ., - 55
¥ . Ta lower ¢rossing, Nicholas River = - - - 38
Across to Nied-o-meen - .. - - R
To Forks of Thompson’s River .~~~ "= '+ «-  « 13
VT I . — 270
' Total distance| from the Priest’s Rapid  crossing place to Thompsor’s River '~
forks - § - ou- - e o= = T - . 380
\ Distance from the Dalles by the several Routes, o
Yackamdroute © - ., - . - - - .- 125 x'380 = 405

Walla Walla™- | 5 - . o . - 190x380=570.

Estimate of March from the Priest’s Bapids Crossing to the Forks of Thompson’s River.
. 1st—Encampment on the (Columbia, near where the trail leaves the river. = ‘
2nd—On first rivulet in Grande Coulde, -~ | -, ’
3rd—On second rivulet in do. ' ;
.. 4th-—At the small lake in do. A l.
“6th-—At Okimagan. = ' ] | o]
7th—Rividre & la Grise, or Rat‘?7 Lake.
8th—Upper Bonaparte’s Biver-/ - ,
, %—Foxis of Similk-a-meen. -
10th-—Crow Encampment. ' ,
"11th, 12th, and 13th— Along the Similk-a-meen.
14th—At or beyend Red Earth Fork.
15th—Near Rocher de 1a Biche.
16th—Cut off near Nicholas Lakeé.
17th—Upon Nicholas River.

. JSth-—»Nickﬁ-o-meen. T N . . ~, . o ‘ ,:'..‘ 3

 19th—Forks of Thompson’s River, - o
T o Or, 27 days from the  Dalles, vid Walla-Walla.

"It may be noted here thait/, throughout the distance, there are no obstacles to ar easy march beyc;nd ‘

those that I have endeéavoured to note. Pasture and water are plentiful, and fuel, for the greater part
of the distance, likewise abounds. Along the Columbia, the country is bare of timber; elsewhere the
valleys are clear, the hills sparsely timbered with the Colville red pine (pinus ponderosa). . There are
namerous tracts of very fertile soil. » o "
As slready mentioned, there are two trails across the Cascade range for the ‘neighbourhood of the
" Similk-.meen country; one striking to Ke-gue-loose and Spuz-zum, above: theé

Fort Hope, . below the Falls. The former was abandoned in 1849, chiefly on account of the
difficulties of the Falls. As it approaches Fraser’s River, too, it is extremely rugged. The Fort
-Hope route is nsed by the Hudson’s Bay Company for thé transport betwegn Fraser’s River and the
eral- inland distficts., The route over the mountains is' shor?, but rugged, and pasture is scarce.
18 of course impasaable with horses, except aftet the melfing of the snows late in June, and until
ut the middle of October: Both these routes, as will be seen by the sketch, unite with the Dalles

' trail at different points. , o o - x o

» - Ay

_ MEMORANDA AND NoTes .
. Orglsévetql Subjects connécted with the Mining Region. *

' The gold found in the Couteau country has'so far been procured chiefly from dry diggings. Itis

« coarse” gold, and its quality stands high in the market. -Considerable quantities are reported to
have been dug by the natives, who, so far, appear to have been the chief miners. '

- The Nicoutameens® or Gouteaux are numerous. - They and other branches of the great She-whap; '

mudh tribe inhabit the banks of Fraser’s River, from # little above the Falls to the frontier of New
- Caledonia. Their extreme poverty formerly made them roguish, and their reputation was bad ; but
" .. my own experience of their chamoter was nowise unfavourable. . Thete Indinns subsist chiefly on
salmon and various kinds of roots and berries. Their silmon they eure by splitting anid drying, exther
in the smoke or sun. ' T

The' Indians between Fort Langley and the Falls, known as -Hait-lins, Pal-lalks, Teets, &

according to_the villages which they inhabit, differ widely from the Coutesux both in habits and
language. They are mgeniousagd thrifty, and having said this, it is about all I can say in their’

* Couteaxs, ¢ Knives; is merely a cotraption by the Canadian wogagewrs of the native name, Tl{eray&'hdimn call them -

o

; w;&;,_mm«nmmmim d-chi-np; neither party recognising the foteign ame,

ulls; the other at "
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_favour. They are, however, not indisposed towards whites, and, considerntely treated, will, donbtless
remain #0. ' R ‘

‘As Before'm'énti,onea,”tl‘xc‘ upper and lower Indians have's sthnding feud, which s kci)t‘ alivebya

treacherous murder every now and then, as.oceasion presente.

The. ‘miner ‘visiting thesc regions will ind no native resources beyond ‘what -the river supy es.

“Bnmm\ \

Land animals are scarce, and withal 80 much hunted as to be extremely shy. 'Salmon can usually be X )

' bought very cheaply ; but as there is no salt save, what may be’im;iorted, there is no way of curing’

the fish but_ by the Indian' method. At Sku-oose, below the Forks, is a good sturgeon fishery ;
. and elseiwhere in the eddies-these fish' may be caught. ‘A strong line with some large cod hooks
“might be s useful addition to the miner’s equipment.  Set lines are an efficient way of catching these

~ fish, the bait a small fish, or what- is_better, when procurable, & lamprey-cel. There arc trout in the
_streams ; and on the Dalles communication grousc of vurioug kinds, sage hens, and other fowl are
. ' s ) L :

Pl

genenlly abundant. PRI . oL L
- In ascending Fraser's River, mosquitoes are very numerous during. the summer-season, and as the

" sea-breeze is rarely felt, the. air is extramely sultry. ~ Near the Tchae-tse-sum River, below Fort
: and thence upwards the river is free of these troublesome

Hope, the mosquitoes suddenly cease, |

y end of April, and last during May-and June. About the
15th of June may be regarded- as the culminating point; and by the. middf; of July the waters are
generally greatly subsided.” There is rarely a freshet of much consequence at any other season, but
this sometimes happens, and I have known a sudden freshet from heayy rains in October raise the
.river beyond the summer limit. umjs

Snow begins to fall in the mountains early in October. In July there js still-snow for a short

‘distance on the summit of theFort Hope trail, but not to impede the passage of horses, From the

" middle of October, however, to the middle of June, this teack is not to be depended upon for transport
with pack animals.  ~ ' o ot ‘ ; .
The summer climate about the Forks is dry, and the heat is great. During winter the thermometer

indicates occasionally from 20° to 30° of cold below zero of Fzﬁlrenheit; but such severe cold seldom

lnsts on the upper parts of Fraser's River for more than threc days; the thermometer will then

_continue to fluctuate between zero snd the freezing point, until possibly another interval of cold

arrives. , i : L ) .
- But the winters are gxtremely capricions throughout these regions, and no two resemble each other

"very closely. In general the snow does not fall"?eep enough along the banks of the main’streams to
preclude wintér travelling with pack animals. The quality of the pasture is such (a kind of bunch
grass in most places) that ahimals feed well at all seasons. There are.many spots between the
Similk-a-meen Valley and Okinagan that ‘are specially favourablé for winter ranches. In some’the
" snow mever lies, however deep it may be around.. . . i -

[+~ The eountry, from the mouth of Fraser’s River up to the Falls, is thickly wooded, mountainous,
and impassable, s0 to speak, for man or beast. The river becornes more contracted above Fort Hope.
- Above the Falls, as far ‘as Tqud-yowm, the character of the country continues to resemble the

[

‘same distance below. At Tqua-yowm, howéver, as already noticed, a change takes place, dand
. the evidences of a drier climate begin to appear. These continue to become more marked as we .
approach the Forke. At Thlik-um-chee-ni, or the Little Fork., and upwards, rattlé-snakes, .

- wormwood and  fhe cactus (prickly bear), characterise the scene; and some of these attributes
extend thence downward for some distance. . o -0
At this point (Thlik-um-cheens, the junction of Nicholas River with Thompeor’d River),
the horse region may be said fairly to commence. Hence, to the frontiers of New Caledonia
- northward, and southward ' to /the Pampas of Mexico, ‘this useful animal is the best servant of man.
Horses, however, are dear ljxuries ‘(comparatively speaking) in this quarter. At the Dalles, and
sround Walla-Walls, they age more numerous, and may be bought at very moderate rates..
- In conclusion, I would saggest to every miner, by which road soever he may travel to the Couteau
mines, to supply himself well beforehand, as he can depend upon little in that region, save what is
imported by himself or oth?‘rs. ‘ ‘
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