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THE VICTORIA PRICES CURRENT

AINID SHIPPIING LIST.

" No 126.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER ISLAND, TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 1865.

The unusually proteacted winter has serionsdy alfected our commerdal affairs in neatralising all the caleulations of our merchants;
aut warchouses are full of most deseriptions of goumds, whilst bayers hesitate, owing to the uncertaiuty of river transit to the interior of
the sister Colouy: under these circumstances, as anatural conseguence, sollers are in some cases anxions to realise, snd prices that in u
mare advanced period of the season would be refusal are at present ceadily subimitted to. there ave, however, those nmongst our impuort.
ers nud slealers who feel more confidence in the advancing seasong amd who dedline to transuct husiness without o fair profit.  We prediet
for them o profituble result for their firmness,

Thix city has never had 2o many difliculties oppused to its commercinl progress as at present.  In the first place, the preliminary
weasuges to the creation of o taritt in our owa Idand are beginning to have their fnfluence.  Sccondly, the absurd impositions in the
xizter Colony will undoubtedly restrict commerdal operations to jmmediate demand in that quarter.  Thirdly, the stringent application
of the custot s regulations in the United States involving heavy duties, or still heavier penaltics on any attempt at evasion, compresses
our trade within very narrow limits, Fourthly, the still nn<ettled state of affaira in Meaico prevents any shipment in that direction, except
ot unguestionable orders, With all these obstaddes to cuntend against, our people, with few exceptions, look forward to hrighter times,
British Cotumbing legixlators will cosuer or later gig it not be too lates see the ervor of their ways,  Our own tariff will, we nre happy
to vbseeve. be maturely consdered before it becomes faw,  The United States wille we teust, be soon in o position to look calmly ut the
unswerving Inws of commerce, and see the tolly of casting asway the beet' tor the shadow.  Californin, Oregon and Washington Territory
will alwanys be our enstomers from their close vicinity . and the fagilities of transit are daily on the inerense,  Mexico is gradunlly accus-
toming heeselt 1o the new order of things, and will soon otfer 1 wide ficld to commereial explorers ;. our market being the best on the
Pacitie for BEaropean mmnufactures will of coutrese be the fiest appealed to for supplies.  Qur erring sister will embrace the opportunity ot
supplying her wants where ghe ean procure all she requires much cheaper than by diveet hnportation,

The Tatest news from the various mining disteicts is full of promise for the coming geason, and we heartily wish our hardy miners
may meet with the well merited reward for their toil during the past two yenrs, The estent of country lutely opened up will afford an
opening tor thonsands of new comerse who will arvive at success in o mueh shorter period than in older communities.

Sugr—At MeCrea’s Auction Sales vn the Tath instant, good prices were realized for all desceriptions, the whole quantity offered heiug
disposed of.  The stock in fiest hunds was completely exhausted, when the arrival of the Domitilla’ furnished o timely supply; the whole
of this cargo changed hands sud prices ave firm at quotations as follows.—Sandwich [slund No. 1, 10] ets,, No. 2, 9 et Coffee is held at
21 etx,: for Purlu there is no sale,

Winea and Spirtg.—2An Auction Sale was hebd afew day 2 ago—of’ the Wines only sample lots were sold—Brandy of various brands
brought very fuir prices, the amount vealized was $S6900 to S7000,

Grain und Flonr—At a late sale of Grain by Naction the prives obtiined werve very Jow,  Stocks nre heavy. The ‘Brewster’ has just
arrived from Valparaizo; she made the passage in 71 days and brings the tollowing produce: Barley, 243 tons 1241 1bs,; Beans, 136 tons
273 Thy, At tho time ot our going to press we learn that nothing ix detinitely fixed with regard to her cargo, but in the present state off
the murket here we think it not improbable that arrangements will be made to send the cargo to Californin instead of discharging at this
port, as we have already enough of hoth these articles to meet any demand that we are likely to have for some time to come ¢ had the
‘Brewster” brought Flour it would have met wiib ready sale as prices are still inclined to rise,  Advices from Chile report trade very brizk
generally, and from the Captain we learn that evory vessel that could be obtained at the time he was in Valparaiso was chartered at ones
for Austealin. .

By Inte advices we learn that the *Philoniela” had been laid on the berth at London to load for this port,

We publish o supplement with this ixsue comtaining the resolutions lately pussed by the Chamber of Commerce in this city. The
resolntions xafficiently denote the high ddass to which onr merchauts belong, and will no doubt command that attention which the impor-
tuniee of the subjeets under discussion require at the ke aids of nll those interested in commercinl progress.
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

t PORT OF VICTORLA, VANCOUVER ISLAND,

RATES OF EXCHANGE,

Loudon—G9 days, $3 00, £1 aterling,
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OFFICERS, FOR I803.60.

JULES DAVID, B5Q-yeeseoccsscoscree PRESIDENT.

JAMES LOWE, ESQ s 0ce0eeees VicE PrESIDENT,

A, F.MALN, EsQ., oo SECRETARY & TREASURER,
COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.

W.PICKETT, Esq.,

It. BURNABY, Esq.,

H. NATHAN, Jn. Isq.,

J. WILKIL, Esq,

F. WIESSENBURGER, Esq.,

HENRY RHODES,ZI’ZSQ-,

; \
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ALBERNI SHIPPING NEWS,

Correcled for the Drices Curvent by Anderson & Co.

SAILED,
Egeria, for Shanghae,
LOADING,

John Stephenson, for Adelaide,

J.J. COCHRANE, C. E,
Land Agent, Surveyor, and Avetioneer
of Real Estate only.

Government street, near the Poat Office,
Victoris, Vancouver Ialand. del
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SUPPLEMENT TO 'FHi
Wictoria Prices Guevent & Shipping List,

RESOLUTIONS & EXPLANNTORY REPORT OF THE
VICTORIA, V. 1. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

"Che following resolutiony with an an.
nexed eaplanatory veport huve heen re-
vently handed to is Iixeelleney the Go-
vernor for trausmission to the Tlome Go-
vernment

Chamber of Commerer,, 1
Yietorin, Y. L, 9th Mareh, 1865
Hexey Wakseoun, g,
Aetiny Cotovial Secretury,

Siv i—Ilevewith [ have the honor to
hand you u sevies of reso'utions amd o ve-
port relative thereto, passetd ununimonsly
at the meeting of the Chamber of  Come-
meree held on the Guh instant, and signed
hy the members.

On behalf of the Chamber § have o
Leg that you will be kind enongh to tay
these resolmtions before  1is Lxedlioney
the Governor with the request that s
Exuvellency will be pleased 1o vomply with
the prayer therein coctainad, and to trans
wmit the decuments 1o the Seeretary of
State for the Colonies,

{Sigrted)
JULES DAVID
Sracident of the Chamber of Cotnneres,
A I MALN,
Sectetary.

S e

Vietorin, ¥. T, {
March 6th, 186, }

The comaittee  appointed by the
Chanbier of Commerce to draft o series of
resolutions gu the suhjeet of union with
Buitish Colutnbin as viewed in conneetion
with the new tacill, respectfully subinit
the following rvesolutions and report for
the cousidesation of the Chamber.

Resolved, 1, That an equitable union
ol the Colonies of British C'olumbin und
Vauconver fsland ut a5 carly a datd as
possible is esseutind to the maintenunce
of Imperinl and locul juterest in the
Lritish PPossessions on the North Pacific.

2. That the Chamber of Connnerce ad-
heres nevertheless to its Resolutives on
the subjeet of the free Port lately adopted,
helieving the interests of the two  colonies
whether united or separate will be best
wmaintained by the preservation in its integ:
“rity in this Island of the ¥Freo Trade policy
hitherto pursued.

3. 'That these resolutions with the an-
uexed report be signed by the whole of
the members of the Chamber of Commerce
and transmitted by the President to His
Exceliet ey the Governor with the prayer

that they my be forwarded for the con-

siderstion of the Neerotucy of Stato for

the Colonies, with the resolutions of the

House of Assembly on the snme  subject,
J2MES LOWL,

Vice Pre<t & Charmian of the Conpujttee

Lassed manie 'y at o micesing of the

Chamber of v - aerco held on the 6th
Mureh, 1869,
T adoping the foregolng recolutions, the
Maembors of the Chaber of Cotnnerce of
Vietodiz, V. L, representing us they do
the eliel part of the capite) that has been
investe ! in the  joint  developmient ot
Britisty Coltumbia and Yaucouver Islaud,
teem it proper taplace on record the facts
ad civerstances that necessitate  their
mesent expression of opinion,

Priov te the vear 1898 the British pog
seasions in the North Pacifie attrasted but
slicht gttention - the tvading  posts and
forts of the Hndson Bay Coipany, awd o
few tatning establishments on Vancouver
Labund nsaer their control, heing she only
iuduvements for commeree, which therefore
venpined cudively in the  hands of the
Compuny, by whom Vancouver Lsland
was then held uader @ ehavter from  the
Crown,

The discovery of gold on the river Fra-
ser in 185%, and the targe floating popula-
tion it attracted chietly, trom Culifornia
and Oregon, guve an entirely new impetus
to commerce.  Merchants and traders fol-
lowed the new commanity, with capital
and enterprise, to supply its requireinents
iu the quickest wmanner and forw the
wost convenient poiut.

The wcticn of the 1 tudson Bay compung
in its corporate capacity, as well as of the
several wenthers in their individual inter-
ests, proves conclusively that fram  the
first the Maintaud aud Vancouver island
were regurded as identical, and their sep-
avation as a tempovary condition of Impe-
viul policy, arising out of the grant of the
Lslaud to the Cowpany.

Victoria, as eavly as 1513, was selected
by the Hudson Bay Company as the
most eligible spot for carryiug on business
in North West Amweriva to the best ad-
vautage, ae2 the werchauts who followed
them in 1838 ratified the wisdoin of that
choice,

1t sheuld be borne in mind that there
were manhy reasons why American mer-
chants should have settled by preference



on the opposite coast, and should have
thus derived on iy own territory the
privileges for n consting trale, e well as
ot importing Awmerican predace duty freo
There were the further inducements of
good town sites, excellent hurkours, and
avcess to British Columbin overland § hut
Vietoria with the prestive of a Free Pert
-offered greater advautages still,

The cemmanding nutury of itz geogra.
phical position, it capacionte aml conven-
iemt huebours of Victorin aud Fequimalt,
« the only safe harbows on the sen board
worth of San franciecn, u distance of 700
miles, nl approrchable nt af times by
night or duy lee see going ships of uny
Bnrthen) the -cowparitively leige aren of
Jond in its wicinity, its prokimity to the
voal fields of Nmmimo, und itg temperate
and delightful edimere, oll indieeted it ns
o mntural depot from whenee mignt be
supplied  not only  the regaivements of
British Colnnhin, bt of Poget Sonnil,
Oregon, Californin, Mexice, the Hawninn
Jaduinls, and the Russian peseseions in
the North  Pucifie, (ol of which have
sinee beeome the enstotners of Vietorin
and give promise of increwsing  trade,
md thus to build kp wnenvepot for Brit-
ish commerce nnl inflnence, the vast re
«ilts of which in conrse «of time ¢t only
be matter of copfietire, overpymye ns
Wictorin-does o wost importart position
dn what, wliem overlaml eonmmnication is
-apenef throegh British Colnmbin, will ba
the shortest and  healthicst  route fiom
dronr Britnin 1o hepr many valuablo pos-
wsessions i the Euast,

Phe wetion of the 17, 8, Congress i
voting a sehridy for monthly mail steam
)comruivation  between Ohind and San
Franciseo svinces that one neinhbors ave
fully aliwe to the valiue of seenring thus
important traMe for themselves,

The selection of Wsquimalt ns the Naval
Riation for the Northr Pacifie proves that
these severs] points have heen dily weigh-
el by the dmpeiinl Governmet und their
value recognised,

The inteont! resources of Vancouver Is.
Jamd, extensive and  prowising for the fu.
wre sueeessinl working of minerals, furm.
ing, and manofactures, ere only casnally
welerred 10 as Leng bt partinlly develop-
e, Phe same amay be seid of the gold
dields discoverad Inst year, which litve yot
1o be proved, and their tichness and ex-
1ent to be ascertained.

But the commercinl interests of Vau-
couver Islund, which is the peculinr prove
ance of ahis Chnmber, is au wszertained
fact.

After the formel separation of the Cel
onies in 8858, nadd the establishment in
1539 of New Westminster s the capital
of Dritish Columbin, their refative posi.
tionis remuined the same, aud wnder the

(2

indicionsrrule of Sir Junres Doaglas, then
the joint Governor of hoth, the progress
-of the Colonies was eoincident, and  their
«division merely nwominal,  The advance.
ment of eneh was  roarded as <o benefit
-of the other,

The shipping and importing fterests
wera unableto avail themseliesof New
Westminster (althowg! original parchias.
ere, and atilt esitensive holders of property
there! atlicrthan ue n port of entry to the
tnterior of British Columbia for the follow.
ingr renaons

Che great mlditionst eisks arnd delays
for sea-goinge shipe, without steam, naviga.
titge between Xictorin amd the Frasrriver

Tha intviente unrrow and sneertain
clinnre! through the simd-keads st the
month of the Fraser, availakle ondy for
ships deawing 46 7vet nt the ntmosty aml
then vegriring the asestonee of steam,

The subscynent danger and delay nt-
temding river navigation te New Westmin.
stor, the current dung the semmer™s
froshets being very rprd,

The closing of the tiver by ice from
time 4o thne during the winter season ex-
tending aver four morths,

The peneret inconvenjence of the sitau-
ation for imports sl exprrts to swl from
foreign markets, ned the lindted und an-
certnin natstre of the new Joead desnul,

Aceandingly tn no spogit of vivaley to the
gister Colony, but with thewlemdy detined
purpase of tostering her advavceiment us
the best mesnas ol promsting theiv ot
the merchants, without na exeeption, set.
tded dowse Tu Vietovia, el owider 1 Froo
Lrde policy nssisted to build it ap toits
present flowrishing cendition 5 investing
considernble sus of mowey in petmanent
fproveents, and in the estublishment
of basiness eonnectious, under the belief
that the relutive positions of the Colopies
wondd remain withont materin] alterations.

It was hepeet thut they wondd still work
hraonionsly togerher, and that Vaneou-
ver Dslund, in mwintaining her fndepen
dence, sl with it her ¥ree ‘Feade,
would Rad din Breitish Columbia lier hest.
customer awd her stannchest suppo-ter
and on these grounds the mewmbers of the
Victorin Chamber of Commerce declined
2o touch upm Union, ns heime more o
political than « commercial question,

The further vecoustrnetion of British
Columbia in 1863, und the arvival in 186
of sepurate Governors with distinet estnly-
dishments for that Colony and fur Vau.
couver Ishun!, somewhat altered the rela-
tions of the two, und wow threatens
setiously to imperil the mntually Lenvlivial
relations hitherto existing between thew,
which would dircetly tenl to destroy the
good cffect already springing from the
Free trade policy of Vancouver Island,
and would build up rival towns on the



adjacent American territory to the sacrifice
of British intereste in the North Pacific.

The members of the Victorin, V., 1.,
Chamber of Commerce view with surprise
and astonishiment the possing of enact-
ments by the [gisdativo Council of
British Columbin intentionally antagonis-
tic to Vietrwrin, from whence the great
proportion of eapital that hus bheen, amd
still is, employed in Veading, Mining, and
ather cuterprises in British Columbia has
heen sapplicd on a very liberal credit, anid
whare it is sl owned, there not being at
this toment one single importing werean-
tile estublishinen throaghout that colony.

The nunesed tonifl, recontly pnyeed by
the Legislative ("suncil of  3ritish Col~
umbin aad put into operation the sune
day, without any notice to the mercantile
vommnuity, ot cearly indicates o
desite to sacrifice the wnterind intereste
of the colony of British Colunbia ot
Inrge, provided that in 2o foing n blow is
wimed that will elevate New Woestmins.
ter at the expense of Yietoris,

It is certnin thist the mloers, traders,
nod packers of British Cohunbia who are
chictly affected by tnis mensure, are not
klnrers in the feeln | of oppositios ngainst
Vancoawer dsland  prevalent  in New
Westmimter,  tuch of them as were in
Victorin have given expression to their
views at n pnblic meeting, and pet.tions
wre in aetive cirenlation ngninst it,

Another instinee may be cited ng evine-
ing  the spint of asmgonistic lepishtion
in compelling  veswels fram Vietorin,
homud tor the North West coust of Brie
tish - Columbin, to prooceed 27 wilzs up
the river o New Westminster at grent
risk amd loss of time, for the simple pur-
pusa of entering nl elearie, iustead of
being allowed us heretotore 1o elear from
Victorin.  (In the cise of large craft in
volving the udditionnl delny of poing nnd
returning 70 miles cnch way, as the iuner
passage by Johnson's styaita is only availe
able ,or small vessels or steamers.)

It frequently happens that sailing vessela, so
bound, ure wnnble from tee In winter, and from
treghets in sunnner, to reach New Westminster
1t all « A onze recently occureed, as set forth
in the decluration in the nppendix, in which n
schooner, bonmd for Qieen Charlotte fsland
tor supplica for some miners suppozed to he
short of provisions, could not enter the Frasee
owing to the ice.  She went rou . to Burrard
Tnlet, fram wheace New  Westtuineter Las con-
stantly receives supplics when the river was
closed, a distance of seven miles overland from
New Westminater, aml was refused aclesrance
unleas she entie to New Westmingter, and ulti.
mately rernrped to Victorias  In thiz particn-
Inr instance, the action of the anthotities may
prove to have been fatal to life,

From such  ill-advised  Legisiation most
serious issues must spring, and it is the delib.
erately expreased opinion of this Cliamberthat
the parmuount mterests of the lmperial Gav.
crament iu thie Notth Pacilic will be serionsly
jeopardized by it.

t31

The want ot concard helween two colonive
In svel elose provimity whose timited poputa-
tionssre mntally < ependent on each otlier, can
only tesult in acceas of sirength to onr Am
cgican nelghbore at the ezpenso of Britial -
finence in n quarter of e world wiiere it s
needless ta stale that influence, ought to he
fostered to the uimost,

Finalig, ns bearing on the qu.estion of union
with  Biritish  Columbin, public  opinion
in oppasition to the views of their Chamber,
sceme to e wavering and unstable on  the
ynestion of Free Trade, and it {e obivions that
nnlers that pulicy is ndhbered to, the natural
nlvantages of Yancouver laland can only Lie
made available by the establisiment of per
fect inrmany and unien of tntetests between
it and British Colnmhia,

fn view of which, and regarding the gencral
wogress of the two Colonies as far nbove mere
ocal cousiderations, the members of the
Vancouver Island Chamber of Commerce can
only sce in enqniindie nnion a practicat solution
of cxisting dillenltice, and while feeling thint
Victurin nea Freo PPort Depot, catablished with
so much forethonght aml maintnined wiith so
el cost, to the subsetantial benelit of British
Columbin ne well s of' Vancouver {stanid, may
he weakened for n time,they nrecontent to leave
the solution of the whole ¢question to the wic
dom of lier Mnjesty's Government, feeling
etire that the true interests of all parties will
ba carefully cstimated and provided for,

1. Rewleeds That in the opinion of the Vie-
torin Chinmber of Connerce the walntenance
of the free port is of vitnl fmpertance to the
progperity of Victoria and of Vaseouver feland,

2 That commerce should not he rubjected
10 nuy spreies of restraint heeanze frecdom
from restraint j# calenlated to give the ntmort
extension to foreign trnde, and the be t diree
tion to the espital nnd industry of the conutry,

3 That the adoption of & protective taritl’
wonlil be detrimental to the eommereial intere
cxts of the colony, without beneliting tie far
mer or manuficturers

‘That a tariff for revenue woulld neceasitate
such nn outlay of expemditure for the collees
tina of dutice, that it wonld not answer the
requirements of tho Governtient, and wonld
inflict a ienvy blow on thecommerce of Victorin

4 That direct taxation i3 the only politie
and equitable mode of raising o revenne.

That » geneenl system of taxation by which
all classes of the community would be mnde
to eantribute to the support of the Govern-
ment is the most shmple aud cconomical.

Mopted wnanimonsly.

dvnes Davin, President.,
dawks Lowg, Viee Preaidint,
Ao B MaS, Seeretary.

Loniz Goldstone,
AL HL Guild,

4. 6. MeRkay.,

£. Lo Stahtzelmidt,
1. M. Backus,

1. Nuthan,

Wi, Pickett,
Godfrey Browa,
James Fell,

Eidgear Marvin,
Simon Rienhart,
Earnest Sehloesser,
(i, Satro,

K. Sutro,

Jo T Ldtde,
Lamley Franklin,
J. . Nicholson,
. W, Walluee,
fee hang,

R, Baraabhy,

W, 1. Tolwsie,
Henry Rhodes,
John M. Work,
o Wilkie.

i1, 1, Heisterman,
F. Weissenburger,
Jumes Cricks,

G, O Webster,

1 Ruely,

M. Sporborg.

E. Graueini,

dode Southgate,
A Casamnyon,
Aime Guillotean
David Leneven,
T, ¢, Nuttall,

4o N MeCrea,

4. 1 Davies,
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