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SURGLRY.

NEUROMIMESIS.

LECTURE ON THE NERVOUS MIMICRY
OF JOINT DISEASES.

By Str JAMES PAGET.

Let me repeat the rule that, in every case, you
should study the local before the general sym-
ptoms.  You will often go wrongif you take the
contrary cowrse. In the most evidently hysteri-
cal patient there may be & real joint-disease; in
the Jeast evideutly, there may be 8 mimicry : and
the error of treating a real disease as “ only ner-
wvous” is one of the worst that can be made; it
may be as bad as amputating a limb for a mere
mimicry of disease,

Among the diseases of joints, those which are
most often imitated are the more or less acute
inflammations ; not, nnless very rarely, the rhen-
matic or gouty or any of that class, but the so-
called common inflammations and the scrofulous.
If yon would think of the importance of study-
ing them, remember that Sir Benjamin Brodie,
to whom more than to anyone else of any time
we are indebted for knowiedge in these subjects,
said that, ¢ smong the higber classes of society,
at least four-fifths of the female patients who are
commonly supposed to labour under diseases of
the joints lsbour under hysteria and nothing
else.” This statement, of course, does not rcfer

e

to the clags of gouty and rheumatic diseases of |

the joints; and it necds, I believe, an amend-
nicnt by the omission of the words “and notbing
else,” for part of the large proportion is roade up
by numerous cases of trivial disease or injury
made to seem severe by hysteria or other nervous
fault. The words *“higher classcs,” also, need
strong emphasis ; for among my hospital patients,
whether in- or out-patients, I think I can be sure
that the proportion of nervous joints was less
than onc-ifth ; and even in privatc practice the
proportion of four-fifths is not attained unless in
practice almost exclusively among the most culti-
vatel classes,

Ameug all the joints, the hip and the knee,
which are the most frequent seats of real disease,
are equally so of the mimiery : a fact not easy to
account for. It may be due to mental associ-
ation, perhaps unconsciously ; or to a mingled
inheritanco—for instance, to an inheritance of
nervous constitution and of relative weakness in
the joint or joints most weak in progenitors.
After the hip and knee follow, in order of fre-

quency, the tarsal joints and carpal, or the elbow
and shoulder; but in these, mimicrics are too

rare for counting,

Another fact, adding to the difficulty of dia-
gnosis, is that the most frequent exciting causes
are tho samo for the real and for the imitated aft
fections of the jointa. Injury, or some great fa-
tigue, is commonly referred to as the source of

the mischief. The injury may seem ina&equate
for such tronble as followed ; but you cannot rely
on this. Many of the worst instances of acrofu-
lons arthritis follow injuries that seemed very
trivial. It may suggest a suspicion of neuromi-
mesiz if pain set in with foll severity directly
after an injury that was not severe ; but the sus-
picion must be lightly held. One of the most

Lacute inflammations of the hip-joint I have seen

set in scverely, with an almost agonising pain, di-
rectly after a wrench of the joint in quickly turn.
ing round.

Thus, then, you can get little help for diagno-
sis from either the seat or the apparent cause of
the malady ; they are for the most part the same
for the real and for the mimic affection. Your
reliance must be on the examination of all the
features of each case, and on a right estimate of
the weight to be attached to each. Let me then
take, in turn, each of ihe signs of inflammatory
affoctions of joints, and see bow far they may be
imitated, whether separately or together. For
although it may be said, generally, that an in-
flammation of a joint shrwld be marked by Jany,
sizns, and that in a woll-marked, case. you may
study them all, yet, in practice, yon, cannop treat |
ghtly any case which has even. one clear mgn of,
disensed joint ; for this pay b only the first gipm; |
which others will follow; or the last, w]nch has
survived the rest ; or #eday bo one which is s¢
exaggerated as to conceal the others. What is
wanted in every case of suspected disease is, that
you should be able to say positively Yes or No;
and this you cannot do without knowing the
weight in evidence of each usual sign.

Fiist, as to pain.  Alone, it is not to be at all
relied on for & sign of inflammation of a joint;
especially if it be severe. If a patient be ready
to scream when the accused joint is touched, and
yet the joint is not overwarm and the patient
not feverish, you may be ncarly sure of neuro-
mimesis; and more nearly still if the pain be
rather in the parts outside or about the joint
than in the joint itself, so that a light touch is
said to burt as much as a hard one, or a pinching
of the skin as much as pressure on the Jomt it
self. You must not even rely on what is sup-

-posed to be characteristic pains, such as those

felt at the knee for disease of the hip, or about
the middle of the arm for disease of the shoulder,
or even those grinding and burning pains at
night which some regard a8 characteristic of ul-
ceration of cartilages: all these may be mimick-
d .

1 had a boy aged about fifleen in the hospital
who had these night pains in a most marked
degree in one knee, and the joint was a little
swollen ; and he, being tubercalouns, was wasting,
hectic, and very ill. I did not doubt that he
had destructive articular disease, and the use of
the actual cautery cured his night-pain—aunother
Teason, some would have said, for being sure

that his articuler cartilages were ulcerating.
Soon after, this he bad similar pains in or near
the tibio-fibular joint, and these also were caured
with the cautery. But he went on and died with
pulmonary taberculosis, and I examined his knee-
joint and found it almost healthy, A very amall
piecs of one edge of the cartilage on the femur
sppeared eroded, but it was a trivial change, and
quite jnadequats to account for the severe pain
of which the Iad had long complained.

The case had been one of nerve-pain at the
joint, and the imitation of organic disesse had
been made closer by the signs of the coincident
disease of the lungs. But for this, it might kave
illustrated what you may take as a geners! rule
—that scute pain it & joint, if it has existed for
even a few days without either local or general
increase of temperature, is mot a sign of acute
inflammation of the joint. It may be rheumatic
disease or it may be rheumatic gout, or some
slight inflammation after injury, in & nearalgic
person, bnt it is not acute inflamination.

_There i is more dxﬁic\ﬂty in _]udgm° g of tﬁe mean-
mg of p;un m a. jomt when it is not sevcre, but
dull, achu.g, i ,weannﬂj as paf.xents "déscribe it
You must“be cmmous i tﬁese eeses. Pam alone
15 “not enoug'h o pmve orgamq discase ; yet “the
lower degrees of § pain scldom exist constantly
and long vnt.ﬁox.t sowe ‘organic xmsclueﬁ I have
mdecd known_ several 'quch eases;( cspecmny of
pmn ‘st the hip, the conclusion of which ‘made me
believe that the pain was only nervous; for the
patients got at last snddenly or very qnickly,
well, without stiffness or other apparent change
at the joint, or with a sbifting of pain to some
other part. But in all such caies you must be
cautious and watch for other signs of disease add-~
ing themselves to the pain, such as local heat,
swelling at the join., wasting of parts about it,
and others that are lcast dependent on the sensi-
tive nervous system.

The pain I bave been speaking of is that which
may be feltin the joint even while itis at rest.
Different from this is the pain which prevents
the free movement of the joint. It is observed
alike in the real and the mimic disease; and you ~
may often judge the pain to be mimicry by ita
inconsistent severity. If with scarcely any other
sign of disease a joint will not permit the slight-
est movement becanse of pain, you may greatly
suspect the reality of disease; but be very care-
ful not to overlook the signs of incressed pain on
movement in cases of slight real disease, especial-
ly in the diseases of the hip in children. You
may often find this the only sign malking it clear
that a child has real hip-disease. A suspected
joint may allow free and smooth and painless
movement till, for instance, in extreme abduction
of the thighs one adductor becomes much tenser
than the other, or in extension the loin is gaick-
Iy .aised, or by some other movement, it becomes
evident that the joint will not allew extremo
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movement without pain, althovgh within all but
its extreme range its movements may be free snd
painless.

In these, among many cases, chloroform or
ether may help in diagnosiz. In the real disease,
a8 in the mimic, while the patient is utterly in-
gensible, the joint may be moved os widely ss in
health, unless, indeed, there be such changes in its
structure as might alone have proved its discaso;
but commonly you will observe that, in the real
discase, the muscles become slert, and restrain
the movement of the joint before the patient has
regained conxiounsness ; while in the mimic dis-
esse thers is no restraint till consciousness is
completely regained. The test is a delicate one,
but I think I may be sure that it iz a true one,
and fit to be relied on, whenever the chief sign
of disease of the joint is a restraint of movement
on account of pain md the guarding action of
muscles.

Closely allied with this pain on movement of
an inflamed joint is its stiffnoss, with contraction
or other sst posture, dependent on muscular ac-
tion ; for this posture, whether it be due to choice
or to reflex movement, is the posture of greatest
ease, or of safest guard against weight or shock
or other causes of pain. The absence, therefore,
of the fixed or nearly fixed posturs usually ob-
gerved in a disessed joint may always suggest the
suspicion of mimicry. It would be rather strangs
to sce a hip or » knee extended aftor many weeks
of such pain as would be felt in an ecute arthri-
tis, unless, indced, they were rheuxnatic or gouty,
with exaggerated pain, or bad be¢n carefally main-
tained in good position It would require the
prescnce of many otbore signs of real diseaso to
counterbalance the absence of this sign ; for dis-
eased joints, left to themselves, will be habitually
or always in the position easiest to the patient.

But the revirse of this 8 not true Very
commonly & joint mimicking disease assumes the
posture of disease—assumes and maintaing it
stiffly in even an extremc degree. This may be
seen even when there is no objective pain in the
joint; but much more, whea the joint is & little
really painful, as often a blow or strain, the ner-
vous condition of & patient may either make this
pain 8o intense as to demand the position of great-
est ezse, or may bring about this position for the
relief of even a little pain. Especially the pos-
ture of hip disesss is apt to be imitated by the
drawing up of one side of the pelvis and rotating
it, 50 that the limb looks shortened.—{Lancet.

(To be Continued.)

THE GALVANIC WIRE IN SURGERY.
Do British surgeon avail themselvess suili-
cxeutly of this mode of bloodless section? This
may be doubted, and when we scck for the reason
we shall soon find that it lies principaily in the
tiouble with which the wire is connected. Now,
however, that bloodless operations have become
popular, it behoves all those who are convevsant
both with gaivaric apparatus aud surgery to de-
rise mcans of simplifying this operative measure
A few days ago Prof. Boocazls, of the faculty of
Nuuey, showed, at a mectiug of the Surgical So-
ity of Paris, an apparatus with which he can

graduate the force of the current, and remove ta-
mours without shedding a drop of bicod. M.
Trélat, at the same meeting, spoke in favour of
the instrument, but found fault with its compli-
cated appearance, and brought forward one made
by M. Trouvé, and modified by M. Onimus,
which is simple and acts very satisfactorily.
There are a great number of operations in which
the wire cautery should be used, so as to save the
patient loss of blood. Asg Esmarch’s method can
only apply to the limbs, we ought to see that op-
erations on the head or trunk be performed,
whea advisable, by the galvaric cautery, which
promises to be almost as saving of human blood
at Esmarch’s proceeding.—[Lancet.

* Mer QUTTERIDGES METHOD FOR
LITHOTOMY,

RMr. Gutteridge, of Birmingham, who hasmade
lithotomy = specialty, and who employs instru-
ments of pecaliar construction, and is very rapid
and dexterous in kis manipulsaticns, made a de-
monstration of his method at St. Peter's Hospi-
tal, in London, on Nov. 3rd, on the person of a
lad of seventecn, in the presenco of some fifty
geatlemen, with complete snccess.  The Lencet
says of it :—Mr. Gutteridge repeatedly demon-
strated the method of uging his instruments in
the Museam of King's College, at the recent
meeting of the British Medical Association in
London. It is essentially Chesolden's lateral op-
eration performed on a staff which has the peculi-
atity of having its groove roughened, so that the
surgeon can feel the knife grate along the stafl
into the bladder. Mr. Gutteridge performed the
operation in the knleling position, and with a
‘scalpel, to the handle of which a cystotome is at-
tached, 50 &3 to avoid changing the instrament
if enlargement of the incision is required. A
large diroctor fitting the forefinger is used a8 a
blunt gorget to guide the forceps into the blad-
der, and the stone is extracted with forceps the
pecluiarity of which is a second pair of handles
attached by walch springs, by which effectual
traction can be made with the left hand while
the stome is merely grasped by the right, thus
avoiding undue pressure on a very friable caleu-
lus, Mr. Gautteridge's success bas been greats
we believe, and he has been singularly honest in
his avowal that he has three times cut a patient
without finding a stone. He purposes to em-
body his experience in & work. ’

ON LARYNGEAL GARGLING.
Tt has long been believed, and many physicians
still believe, that the epiglottis protects so effect-
ually the cavity of the larynx, that nothing can

caw of simple catarrh accompanied by hoarseness
—that it is to say, expressly implicating the
voeal apparatus, they do not hesitate to pre-
scribe local emollients, such as tisanes and demul-
cent gargles and success encourages this kind of
treatment which is of every-day frequency. The
fact ascertained and the cure obtained, they do
not stop to seek the explanation, or they confine
themselves to putting the question if there be not

penetrate as far as the glottis ; and yet, in the|.

mucous membrane exerted from' the distance
and by continuity of tissue, by mesns of .the
mucous membrane®of the deep parts of t.he
mouth.

The laryngoscope, by allowing & view of the
vocal organ, gives the key of this mystery. I
give it here a8 I demonstrated it to the members
of the Académie des Beiences and the Académis
de Médicine of Paris (and recently before the
Clinical Society of London). The essence of the
demonstration is to to show, by meana of the
laryngoscope that a fiuid can pass the epiglottis,
and that it then bathes the glottis itself end all
t..e portion of the vocal cords accessible to view
in the laryngoscopic image during the act of clos-
ure of the glottic aperture

The expcriment is made with a small quantity
of fluid so calculated as to fill pretty exactly only
the subepiglcttic cavity. I take then a amall
quaatity of water into the moath, and throwing
the bead slightly backward, I let it drop by its
own weight into the laryngesl or subepiglottic cav-
ity. I introduce the Jaryngoscope, and the liquid
is very esasily seen, subjacent to the epiglotiis,
which is or may be dry ; the fluid may be scen
to bubble in the supraglottic cavity under the
influence of little bullm of air, which I expire
through the glottis. If the fluid be transparent
such as water) the white colour of the contract-
ed vocal cords may be seen through it

This very easy experiment causes me »0 un-
pleasant sensation, and it may be prolonged
throughout the whole period of a long expiration,
or, indecd, as long a3 I can hold my breath: It
proves that it is possible to apply melicated
flnids in the form of & gargle to the mucous mem-
brane of the larynx. But it does not follow be-
cause & thing is possible that it 'is easy to gene-
ralise it, and it might be possible that practice
and skill peculiar to myself permitted me to re-
alise an exception. I have easily ascertained
that others cap like me gargle the larynx ; and, if
I bave found that by some the performance of
this act is at first not essily attained, I have
a much greater number who, when properly in-
structed, have been able to gargle in the most
natural way in the world as far as their glottia
At Cauterets, wherv a number of bathers gargle
every year with the sulpburous waters of the
these important springs, I have been able to re-
peat them on a large scale, and to establish a
method for facilitating the use of this usefal ab-
lation even for the least skilful.

Te ga.rgle effectually the pharynx and the
larynx, it is only necessary—

1. Slightly to raise the head ;

2. To open the mouth moderately ;

3. To protrude the chin and the lower jaw ;

4. To emit or to form the inteni ... of emitting
the sound of the double vowel e.

The simultaneous and concordant action of
these four movements open largely the back of
the mouth ; lift the velum palati and wvuls, sepa-
rate the base of the tougue from the posterior
wall, and allow the liquid to gravitate into the
cavity of the larynx.

Thus gargling lasts throughout the whole per-

a therapeutical action on the intralaryngeal-

iod of a long cxpiration, and inspiration is jm-
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possible.  Those who are most skilfal meceed 1n y

learning how to make the fiuid come back t} -cxrongh
the nasal fossse (as is done with tob’.wo-moke)
thus bathiry the mucous Sufices in the most
complet,, midner. Tho 2Zperimental proof of the
Pen’..:ratxon of the gargle into the lerynx is the

T opossibility of respiring.  'Whoever respires
~while gargling, gargles badly. Very little prac-
tice i3 necessary sometimes to lzarn how to gargle
in this way, without swallowing a drop of fluid ;
the lesa the bead is thrown back, the less the
need for swallowing is felt, and it may in this
way be altogether put an ead to; and, on the
contrary, the more the head iz thrown back, the
gréater the stimulus to deglutition, axd the
more of the gargle is awallowed.

THE GALVANIC CAUTERY.

In a discussion which took place at the Paris
8ociéts de Chirurgie, on the advantazes ard draw-
backs of the galvanic cautery, BI. Trélat (France
Médicale, Scptember 27, 1873) remarked that he
1ad used the galvano-cacstic stylet for the use of
-small eroctile tumonrs, with satisfrctory resultn.
The stylet is brought to ths maximum of red hess,
snd acts like the actual cautery.  In naso-pbaryn-
geel polypus he used the wire loop, which is, how-
-ever, sometimes difficult to apply without pro-
‘liminary operation, whether by the noss or the
throst. M. Labbd has succeeded in one case of
-naso-pharyngeal polypus with the galvano-csu-
tery, but failed to remove maore than one-half of
the tamour by the sBame means in another. M.

Lannelongue hax used the loop in a czse of vari
cocele, and, as the tissues did not become divided
he made traction, upon which a jet of arterial
blood appearcd, the spermatic artery having been

‘eut it two. Thnsartexyxs dxiﬁculttomsn!atem

~the midst of the veina coursing with it, and it

. was found necessary fo tie it M. Verneuil pre-
fers the écraseur to tho galvanic loop.  When he
employs the galvanie cautery, he uses puncture
and section with the galvano-caustic knife. For
removing & cancroid from the ala naszi, he once
used successively the loop, kuife, and knob. For
naso-pharyngeal polypus he had, unsuweusfully
divided the pedicle and cauterised the remain-
der, and thinks the écraseur preferable for par-
tial sections.

" THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The Association was founded forty years ago

by a provincial physicizn, Dr. Hastings, who

. aimed at raising the country practitioners te a
position more nearly resembling that of the great
metropolitan practitionera than they then held
He wisely held that this was best done by umt-
ing them in an effort to cultivate high objects,
and to sustain their honour and prove their
claims to position by the development of scientific
effort and the maintainance of a high ethical code.
The advance of the provincial practitionerin posi-

. tion since the establishment of this Association,
has been marvellously great; the Association
alone could net kave effected this result. Xt is
due, in no sri:i. measurs, to the general dxﬁmnon

. of a degree of culture-which was onee the' proper-
ty of the few and to such an improvement in the
tests for diplomas, that the ordinary general prac-
titione of to-day is of necessity possessed of a
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hospﬂ'.n.l physician of ' forty ‘years needed to pos-
sess, 5o far as strictnéss of examination demanded
it of him. But the Association has had a vast
mﬁnence in the fortunes of the provincial practi-
tioner, by ngmg him'what he did not before pos-
sess, the power which union’ commands and the
ambition ‘which that power begets. Fortunstaly,
the men who guided the Association in early
years were not beset by petty notions or by the
wish to pull others down id the desire to aggran-
dize themselves Thoy workéd in thin ‘way.
They arranged branches or’ sections-in " all the
different districts of the coantry (as far as they
could); each station or branch ‘elected its own
officers, held ita own meetinga’ for scientific pur-
poacs, and élected one delegate for every twenty
members, to act in the Ganeml Council. The
Genera! Coundil assombled oncs & year only, at
the daté of the annusl meeting of the whole As-
sociation, ‘and then proceeded to elect - twenty
mcmbers 53 a Committes of Couneil, or Execn-
tive Committee. This exccutive committes ects
throughout the year as the ruling body of the
Assodiation in all matters of gemeral palicy, and
it alone can ‘spcak for the Aszociation. Besides
the twenty élocted members, the preaident -for
the year and the honorary secretary of each branch
are also members of the executive commities ex
oficio. 'Thus, eny thing like jobbery is prevent-
ed. The Assotiation can also appoint standing
committees on particular subjects, throughout the
year, but the action of such cemmittees can bo at
any time controlled by the executive commities,
who are also empowered to decide all queations of
expenditare. The president of the executive
commiiteo is elected biennially, and is not com-
petent for re-clection, but becomes, on retiring
from office, 2 life-member of the exceutive com-
mittee. The Association meets every year, in a
different town, by invitation, and elects & presi-
dent from the practitioners of the town at which
it meets. This alone gives dignity and promi-
nence to provincial practitioners, and as the
nomination of the president of the year is made
by the local profession, the result has always been
satisfactory.

‘We come now to the question of funds and
members. The great element of success in any
institution requiring a subscription, is that”it
shall give some obvious and palpably adequate re-
turn for the subscription. Sentimental reasons
will attract a certain income, but will die off if
not sustained by evident sufficient results, and will
never be large. * The first retarn made was in the
form of “Transactions,” but such transactions
were socn found to be of insufficient interest, and
not to compare favourably with those of societies
having a permanent residence in the great centres
of learning and activity throughout the year.
They were valuable, but they were tardy in issue
and heavy in character. A weekly journal was
found more lively, prompt and vigorous, and a
retwrn wore valued, while it kept the Association
well together and reported the affairs of all its
branches. It has of late years developed into all
the characters of a weekly paper of vigour, and,
without eaying anything- more about it, I may

thority outaida of the profession, and is read more
largely than any other within it. It has been
pointed out lately by the Council, by Dr. Quain,
by Mr. Baker, und by all'impartial observers,
that the development of the Journal hes greatly
favoured the growth of the Association

It is, bowever, vary apparent that the Journal,
while helping the Association in an incaleulsble
degroes, has also raisad up for it powerful enemies.
by the very fact of it« existonce. The whole in-
fluence of the other medical papers has, indeed,
been incessantly employed against the -Associa-
tion, which they have with reason regarded as'a
rival publishing company, interfering with their
business. In the case of the British Medical As-
socistion, whers the conastant meetings of the
branches require not less than weekly pablication
to give cohesion and continuity to the work of
'the “Axsociation; it- has answered well to brave-
‘that disposition, and the batile lms beon catried
16 a highly succesaful issuwe. "It would be' very
unzife'to predicate a similar sucooss for any other
asgociation, if placed under aimilar circumstances.
“What is really hecosmary is, $0'make a retwrn for
the mondy subscribed. Now, in-the cz2ae of an
anbual associdtion, expetience bss shown: that
monéy spent on * Transactions ™ sheuld be limit-
od. The profemional” papers may be trusted to
give a fair account of the proceedings, and only
thé most importent papers read- should be pab-
lished in thé transactions. No money should be
spent out of the funds of the Aswdistion on ¢he
reception and annusl meeting. - These should bo
entirely furnished out of the subscriptions raised
Pro héc vid from the local practitioners who have
the honourand pleasare of receiving the vixit.of
the Association. No money abould be paid to
any official, except the under secretary, who.need
not, and had better not, be a professionil man
(but & buginess man), and who need not, and had
better not, have a vote in the Council. The an-
nual meeting should be made-attractive by arrang-
ing for the delivery of retrospecta of medicine and
surgery, obstetrics, physiology, &c., by eminent
men, who should be officially invited to. deliver
them, by & joint arrangement of the local recep-
tion committes and the executive committ ; ethi-
cal questions should be entirely excluded from
discussion at the annual meeting, and referred,
the first instance, to local committees, and then
to the general exccutive 'committee. For each
day’s work, a series of questions should be pre~
pared ; some one gentleman of known experience
in the matter being invited beforehand to prepare
a preliminary paper on the subject. - Meetingsao
arranged could not fail to be popular ; they would
be proportionally influential, and there would be
a handsome surplus for general and scientific pex

This is, of course, only an outline skeich of
views which are derived from observing the course
of our various British societiea. I have stated
them, perhaps, dogmatically in form, but not in
intention ; and the form is due to the necessity
of being brief, with the hope of avoiding a fault
into which T fear that I bave nevertheless fallen,
that of being tedious—{Boston Medlcal and Snr-

larger amount of technical information than the|sey that it is popular and cheap, ranks as an au- | gical Journsl.,
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“We have persisicntly urged upon the profession’

n Canada the advisability of forming Medical
Associntions, as much with 2’ view to the bene-
ficial interchange of though: and experience
among the members as with a view to the very
practical intention of advancing the interests of
the practising physician and surgeon by securing
better remuneration through the means of a reg-
ulated tariff of minimum fees. Such associations
are obviously calculated to promote harmony and
extinguish rivalries in the profession. They
sliould be the means of elevating the status of the
medical profession in this country to s higher
level——more to a status like that which prevails
in Great Britain, nod which we in this country
are confessedly far below as regarde ethics, eti-
quette, and even remuneration.

‘We have specially urged the formation of these
associations in cities, towns, counties, and even
in townships, bocause under the new Medical
Bill which has been prepared for submission to
the Legislative Assembly of Ontario in the com-
ing session, it is intended to give a legal position
to such societies, and it is particularly contem-
plated to give a legal effect to the taviff of fecs
prepared by the branch associations, making them
o scale of “reasonable charges,” requiring only to
be “put in " in a court of law, and so dispensing
with medical testimony hitherto necessary in
proving such a fact. That this must needs facili-
tate the collection of medical accounts is apparent;
it must also cause members to adhere with more
strictness to the tariff than could otherwise be
expected ; and, further, when the public become
acquainted with the power so placed in the hands
of the doctors they will be less disposed to prac-
tise those impositions ander which medical men
have long suffered. It therefore becomes an im-
portant object to carry out to the full extent the
details of the scheme’ contemplated in this respect
by the framers of the Medical Bill.

Those of our readers who are disposed to take
this matter up and do their part towards promot-
ing unity, barmony, the proper observance of
ethical laws, and the collection of a fitting scale
of fees, will peruse with interest the copy of a
letter writién in London and published in the
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, describing
the origin, rise and progress of the British Madi-

cal Associntion—in which article it is shewn how
much the Association bas done for the country
practitioner in Great Britain, and hew this eleva-
tion has been brought sbout. The letter also
contains practical suggestions for the formation
and working of similar societies, say in Canada
and the United States,—suggestions which are
exceedingly valable in view of the task which
the profession in Ontario have now before them.

‘Wo bave pleasure in reprinting and directing
special attention to this article as appropriate to
the matter in hand by all those who are about to
form branch medical associations under the new
bill. The propriety of imparting some of the
features of the British Association to the Medical
Association of Ontarie must also suggest itself to
the reader, and the article should be fruitful of

ad. | both thought and action’in this province. *

A MOVE IN THE RIGET DIRECTION.

At a meeting of the California Medical Society,
the following resolution was introduced by Dr.
Ira Oatman, of Sacramento :—

¢ Resolved, That is the duty of, and we hereby
recommend, to theLegislature of California to pass
a law making it & misdemeanor of any person,
for any purpose whatever, who is it not a grati-
tude of some institution of learning authorized
by law t0 confer the degree of ¢ Doctor of Medi-
cine,’ who shall place before or after his or her
name in any manuscript, label, wrapper, card,
hand-bill, circular, newspaper, pamphlet, maga
Zine, book, or any advirtisment, the word ¢ Doctor’,
the abbreviation M.D. or Dr,, or any other signi-
fying directly or constructively thac the person
is a graduate of such an institution, or who shall
authorize or sanction the same by others in his
or her interests; and that any person found
guilty of such misdemeanor shall be punished by
a fine of not less than————dollars, or imprison-
ment for less than. -years, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.”"— Western Lancet.

A MEDICAL BLACK LIST.

An enterprising publisher in Philadelphia has
provided the medical profession in that city with
an index expurgatorius, the idea of which is very
unique, and its object a very significant indica
tion of the relations of the public and the Profes-
sion in that city and elsewhere. The publication,
which is ealled the ¢ Credit Guide,” has just en-
tered upon its second year of publication. It
contains one bundred and four pages, and its
purpose is to publish aemi—annu.ally the names of
persons who employ physicians without rendering
them any remunerstion for their services, though
sble (and in many instances abundantly s0) to do
80, and thus to furnish the physician with such
information for the transaction of his business as
is furnished in another form to the merchants of
the country.

Under no circumstances is it intended to pub-
Iish the name of any person in indigent circum-
stances and who is consequently unable to pay.

Withouf doubt such a list would be a volumi-
nous one, and must contain many revelations of
meanuess and gvarice, but its objeot is impossible
of attainment. To make it perfoct it might con-

tain an appendix, in which would be found the
the names of medical men who are in the habit
of attending any or every comer whether solvent
or not, if only to_keep them from consulting &
rival practitioner. We are profoundly cogni-
zant of the fact, that eighty per cent. of the !
recipients of so-called medial charity are entirely -
sympathy, and nearly as great a proportion <of
the money ¢ tpended undeserving of on them' as

charity, is misappropriated. But how’ can it
be otherwise, when medical men who will glad]y

work withont remuneration in any or every casd
are legion!—Afedcal Pressand Circular.

EARLY MEDICAL JOURNALISM — THE
" CAREER OF THE LANCET. '~

From the London Eancet, ~

‘With this week’s issue (Cctober 11,) the Lan- \
cet enters upon the fifty-first year of its existence
——an existence that was for & period chilled by
clouds and buffeted by storms, but that has long
since emerged into the.full sunshine of a scarcely
chequered prosperity. The first number appear
ed on Sunday, the 5tif of Ocwober, 1823, at a time
when the eppointments in the great hospitals
were the actual property of cliques or families,
or were at best confined to those who Liad paid
large premiwms as private pupils to their prede-
cessors—when the experienre and the teaching of
hospitals were jeslously kept from the knofledge
of the profession—and when the majority of prac- -
titioners, having never experienced the bencfits
of publicity in "matters relating to their calling,
neither claimed it as a right nor welcomed itasa
boon. The late Mr. Wakley, with the intuition
of genius, saw something of the ratureand extent
of the opportunity that lay before bim, and, with
the-pluck and pertinacity of a true Englishman,
determined to seize and utilise it to the atmost,
Although in advance of his time, he had the good
fortutie not to be too much so, and hence was
spared the adverse fate by which, if his venture
bad been fifty years earlier still, it wouldin all
probability have been overtaken. Even as it was,
there scems no reason to doubt that many honest
wen, acting sccording to the undeveloped moral
sense of the ti:ne, really regarded him as one beat
upon despoiling them of their jntellectual jroper-
ty, and thought they were protecting their own
just rights when they endesvoured to confine to
a party the gifta that belonged to mankind. We
are wiser now ; and it is difficult to read the his-
tory of the acrimony of those days, of the various
and ingenious efforts that were made to exclude
our reporters, and of the persistent hostility with
which all who were openly favourable to the Lan-
cet were purstied by the heads of the profession,
without attributing to them a pettiness of spirit
and a malignity of motive to which our happier
age affords no parallel. To do 8o would, however,
be utterly unjust ; for all persons should be judg-
od by the standard of their own actual lights and
surroundings, not by those of some subsequent
generation. The founder of this journal, if he
were gtill with us, would be.the first to set ex-
amwple of looking back upon past strife with no
unkindly spirit towards the vanquished ; and ke

would regard as Lis real sdversariee, not the im-
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dividuals with whom he bad been brought into
collision, but the traditions eud kabitsof thought
from which those individnals hud not been able
to emancipate themselves. The triumphant re-
sult of his labowrs is that for fifty years the his-
rory of the Lancet has been the history of the pro-
fession of medicine, of its struggles after higher
truth and deeper knowledge, of its gradual eman-
cipation froin the shackles of prejudice and ervor,
of the increasing pride of its members in their
calling, and their increasing respect for themselves
and sense of Guty towards each other. We are
10 longer alone in the great work in which we
still claim to be leaders ; and we gladly recognise
the services which our conteraporarics render to
the comwmon cause which we established, and
which they have subsequently cspoused; but
none the less do we remember that our columns
ave the direct representatives of those which first
rendered possible the forwation of a public opin-
jon in matters of medicine. The retrospect over
fifty years, in any undertaking, must always be
attended by thoughts which tewmper elation with
sadness ; and in our own case we have to regret
many losses by time and death, some promiscs
which have remained without fulfilment, and a
few instances in which those who were friends in
outward sceming have proved unworthy of the
trust we bave reposed in them. Notwitbstand-
ing these things, we remember.with no common
satisfaction how many of our chief contributors
bave been men who have afterwards attained the
highest bonours in the profession; or, in other
words, to how great an extent the work of the
Lancect Lins been that of some of the best brains
that have been devoted to the medical calling.
But over and above its purely professional re-
Jations, the Lancet has performed a réle on which
we cannot forbear to touch—that of an auxiliary,
nay, in some respects a pioneer, of sanitary and
social reform. No account of its work would be
complete which failed to notice its efforts, con-
stantly maintained and ultimatély suceessful, for
the abolition of flogging in the army—a form of
discipline which was carried to an utterly inhu-
man excess, and acted as s positive deterrent to
the recruit. The Commission for the detection
of Food Adulteration was another movement to
which society is indebted for much of the legisla-
tion which is now directed agninst frandulent
traders.  The thorough exposure of the imperfect
qualifications with which candidates were in
many cases allowed to enter upon practice led to
the enactments of 1858—enactments which, pro-
visional as they are and susceptible of much
modification, were yet & great step in advance of
the traditional state of things. The inquiries in-
to the management of workhouses and workhouss
infirmaries opened up a vast field of reform, the
cultivation of which is yst in progress, but of
which we can already anticipate the harvest in a
wiser, more humene, and more efficacious treat-
ment of the poor and the invalid pauper. Hoes-
pital Sunday is another and cognate movement,
the effects of which are, even in this its elemen-
tary stage, of the most gratifying kind, and are
giving earnest of a systematisdd and successful
- mode of sustaining our medical charities in prao-
tical efficancy and in public confidence. The suc-

cess of these and of many similar efforts, and the
spirit of co-operation in which they have been
et by the community, are at once our justifica-
tion and our encouragement in continuing the
policy whick the founder of the Lancet initiated,
and of which he lived to see some of the fruita.
The past, indeed, inspires us with full confidence
in the future; and we do not doubt—nay, we
determine and will ensure, we or our successors
—that the history of the journal, for the bhalf-
century thatig-to come, shall reflect no discredit
apon $lat of the half-century which has passed
away., .

THE TENDENCY OF MODERN
SURGERY.

The tendency of modern surgery is undoubted-
1y to become more and mnore conservative—eon-
servative in the good sense of preserving life
and dimivishing suffering. Although it is not
possible to dispense altogether with the knife, yet
its use bas been curtailed in many directions of
late, and the most recent innovation has rebbed
tho majority of operations on the limbs, and espe-
cially the great amputations, of the whole of the
sunguinary horrors which & surrounded them,
whilst directly favouring the recovery of the pa-
tient by preserving several ounces or even pounds
of his vital fluids. The ancient method of simply
constricting a limb, with a view both of arresting
the flow of blood and benumbing the nerves, was
improved upon by Petit, who, in the early part
of the eighteenth centwry, originate the tourni-
guet which still bears his name. This tourniguet
has never, however, been perfectly satisfactory,
for the reason that the constricion of the veins
it induced gave rise to considerable loss of blood
from the engorged vessels; and it was with the
view of obviating this mischance that the instru-
ments of Signoroni and Skey were introduced.
Liston, who prided himself on the rapidity of his
amputations, never employed a tourniquet, pre-
ferring the pressure of an assistant’s hand on the
main vessel at the moment of the operation ; and
both he and other writers have condemned the
use of an instrument on acconnt of the venous
bhamorrhage. .

It was only in 1860 that the most formidable
of all the amputations—that st the hipjoint—
was rescued from the fatality which seemed almost
always to attend it by the introduction of the ab-
dominal toarniquet—an invention due equally to
Professor Pancoast and Professor Lister. Previ-
ous to that date the surgeom had either trusted to
the hands of his assistants, who grasped the flaps
to arvest the flow of blood, or had tolay zside the
knifo, after fashioning one flap, in order tosecure
the vessels before proceeding to complete the dis-
articulation. Itis curious,in the light of our
present knowledge, t0 come across an account of
an amputation performed in the latler manner
£ifty years ago by no less able a surgeon than Sir
Astley Cooper, and to find asurgical critic of that
day upholding o method which prolonged the
agony of the operation for some twenty minutes
against the former proceeding adopted by Mr.
Syme about the same time, while sharply eritisis-
ing tho statement that Mr. Liston was able to

pass his fingers beneath the-flap and-control the—
femoral artery, the disarticnlstion being accom-
plished in less than'two mirutes

The method of Esmarch is bat a scientific ex-
pansion of the old plan followed by many sargeons
of raising limbs or tumours befors removal, injor-
der to drain them of their blood. The Indian
surgeons who have removed the enormous scrotal
growths met with in het climntes have long in~
insisted upon this practice, which has very jreat
advantages. Few surgeons nowadays would re--
commend loss of blood as a salutary accompani-’
ment of any large operation, and though wai
have heard the doctrine enunciated that prelimi-
nary bleedings are advisable prior to the removal

“|of large ovarian tumours, we lmow of no facia

which can be brought forward in' support of the
practice.” "To operate cilo, tufo, et jucunds, has
long been the surgeon’s aim, and 1o bave a blood-,
less, or wellnigh bloodless, proecoding would soem :
an element strongly in favour of the last Tequire-
ment.—{Lancet. ’

CINCHONA IN INDIA.
A parliamentary paper on the progress of In-, .
¢ia in 3873 gives information respecting-the cul-
tivation of the cinchona ;plant, which was intro-,
duced into the hill districta in 1860. ., The total
expenditure of the experiment ‘was- £61,719,
There are now 2,639,285 planws in the govern-
ment ,plantations on the Neilgherry Hills alone,,
withoutcounting thosa of private planters in this |
and other districts. The largest trees.are 304,
feet high, and over three feet in girth xround the -
trunk, The area covered by.the pla.nt.ntiona-t
amounta to 950 acres, and i8 being added to every:,
year. The bark under cultivation is stated to be,
much richer in quinine and other alkaloids than
the wild bark of South America During last
year 7295 pounds of excellent bark were sold in |
the London market, while 65,688 pounds were,
supplied to the local manufactory. This year
20,000 pounds will be sent be sent home. The,
alkaloid is manufactured on the spot in an ex-
ceedingly cheap form for the use of local medical
stores, and hundreds of fover-paticnts arve thus
annually cured. The object of providing an ab-
undant supply of the febrifuge at a price within,
the means of the population at largs is rapidly be-
ing realizedy—British Medical Journal '

-

That a provincial town should give birth to
three medical men of great eminence, at the same
period, is not an ordinary circumstance. This,
however, is the case with the city of Tours, in
France. Bretonnear, Trousseau, and Velpeau
were born at Tours. - g

‘We (Lancet) hear that a large number of medi-
cal officers—about forty in all—have been placed
under orders, or are already on their way to the
Gold Coast, in connexion with the fortherming
campaign. About one hundred men of the Army
Hoapital Corpe will also take part in the expedi-
tion, and be distributed among the hospitals at
the base of operations and jn the field, and oa
board the floating hoepitals and various steamers
thatmybe.uﬁliudinconveyingﬂmﬁnk]'mn'.-

ward, |,
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PRACTICAL ITEDICINE-

CLINICAL LECTURE ON EPILEPSY.
By Dr. H. C. Woop, Philacdelpbin,

It is difficult to give a comect definition of
epilepsy, oa different types of it are met with : it
will be be.ter, therefore, to lay before yous typi-
cal sketch of the discase, and thon thow how it
varies. The effection is made up of & series of
paroxysms which occur at irregrlar Intervals
Each attack begins with an aurs starting in some
distant part of the body, ss in one of the fingers
or.in the foot, and extonding vpward: when it
reaches the head; a loud shriek is given, and the
sufferer falls unoonscious ; as he falls, the face be-
cotnes deadly pa;ci, 2ud the body rig:id, being ina
state of topic spasm. Thiscondition lasts wis 25w
sedonds, and is hence overlooked. The conwul-
sion next batsines clonic,—that is, musled gre
Jorcibly contracted and relaxed in rpid moces
sion ; the face is now turgid snd distoried, the
head, trunk, and Tinibs are jérked abont with vio-
lence, the tongue is protruded snd wounded by
the teeth, and blood-stained salive russ from the
mouth. The clonic spazm rarely continues over
gix minutes, and usually not mere then three or
four. Paroxysms of such chamcter sud duration
Tosy either be single or & pumber of them msy
occur in quick succession; when they are over,
there is totel unconsciousness of what has hsppen-
ed, and very often deep sleep; on waking from
this the attack is ended, to return again af*er a
longer or shorter time. At first the mindis clear
during the intérvals, but grows les soas t"s
disease sdvances. These pointsare well illustrat-
«d by the case before you. Tho patient is thirly
years of sge, a bar-tender by occupation, and for
the past six years has been intempenste mnd ex-
cessively addicted to venery. Although much
exposed, he has never bad any venereal disease.
Three or four years ago he began to bave epilep-
ticattacks coming on during sleep: these occurred
frequently, sometimes once every night, at other
times only once in two or three weeks, and were
often accompanied by seminal emissions At
present, according to his own statement, he
copulates from once to four tiraes daily, and
drinks in the same proportion ; he hes never bad
an attack during coition, but onsevenl vocasions
some houre after the act. The paxorysms being
with pain in the stomach, and a sensstion in the
ring-finger of the left band }ike that produced by
the faradaic carrent : thisquickly passea over the
whole hand, and then up the ar, ‘which is moved
about violently during the passage; when the
sura reaches the hesd he becomes uncon-
scions. The duration of each fit is ghort, and
as soon 88 it is over he falls into a heavy sleep,
from which be wakes with a severe headache.
The attacks can bo stopped by grasping the left
wrist firmly or by rubbing the left hand when the
aura is first felt : this he always does in the day-
time ; at night, bowever, he raroly wakesup soon
enough, for after the aura has passed the wrist it
cannot be arrested. On this sccount the great
_majority of the paroxysms have takem place at

night. ' ) .

The word ¢ mieans air, and is used becans

the sensation which precedes the epileptic seizure

sometimes resembles that produced by s draught
of cold air running ap from the part firstaffected
towards the cerebral centres. There are three
forms of aura: the sénsory, the molar, and the
stomachic. The first, 80 called from its being
msnifested by some abnormal sensation, as heat,
cold, or formication, is very rapid in its course.
Tho feeling of a cold breath croeping through the
system, from which the term sura is derived, be-
longs to this class, but it is hardly ever met with,
Tho sacond variety of aura is distinguished by
either convulsive movements o paralysis, start-
ing in distal portions of the body and extending
upwards ; while the stomachic form consista of
pain or other unusual sensition Legfnning at the
Pif’ °.f the stomach, “m‘ﬁ'.'.g'ly swift in its trans-
mistiop, and most + inently obsérved in fornales.
*[f the aura can be checked in its course, the par-
oxysm is prevented ; at the ‘panite time, it ‘muit
beremembered that it is often far téo quick in its
pessaga for this to be done, 'snd that’there ‘aie
many. cases in which aurs does not exist. ‘In the
man before yon the sura belogs to the sensory
class, and is probably of centric origin. This
question of origin, whether central or périphetal,
is & curious one, and ¢ne upon which proper
trestmont depends: care shouli theréfore be
taken to investigate it, though such investiga-
tions are by no means always successful.
Epilepsy may be due to hereditary tendency:
so universally is this accepted that Frank reports
that it was an old Scotch custon to castrate ali
epileptics, in order that the race might dis out.
‘Nervous diseases—for example, hysteris, epilepsy,
and insanity—ere very closely related, and often
alienate in successive generations. Other causes
afe acate disesses, exposure to the sun; and organ-
ic diseases of the brain, or it may arise spontane-
ously, apparently without cause. In this patient
it is evidently due to excessive venery. The first
indication in treatment is to remove tho cause,
when it can be determined : until this is dore,
little benefit may be expected from medicines. in
bromide of potassium we havea valuable remedy :
its mode of operation is to lessen reflex actions
and the excitability of the nerve contres; but in
order to accomplish this it must be given in full
doses (3 t. d) and increased until some effect is
produced,—that is, until the blood hss, asit were,
becorne supersaturated with the salt. Notice
should be taken of the fact that bromide of potas-
sinm is useful in proportion as the paroxysms are
frequent, violent, and fully developed, being much
less 80 in the varicus modifications of the disease,
Next to the bromide in point of utility may be
mentioned belladonna and nitrate of silver,~the
former being given in sufficiently large doses to
produce slight dryness of the throat, and the
latter in doses of one-fourth to one-half a grain,
continned for some time, always bearing in mind
the danger of producing discoloration of the akin :
this may be avoided by discontinuing it for sov-
eral weeks after it hes been taken six or eight
weeks, especially if iodide of potassium is used in
the interval, ) . )

The man’ before you has his attacks in the
night, but only becanse in the daytime he always
arrests thesparoxysm. There is, however a form

of epilepsy—* night-epilepay” Bo_qaned—'ip'ivhfnﬁ:
the paroxysms occur only st night: they m;ty :be,
violent, when they sre easily. recognised ; thvy,
may be so0 ingidiows as not to be suspected
by the sufferer, and only to be discavered by the -
physician afier the most caveful search., When
however,"in an adult, complainta cre madeof .
feeling of apparently causeless maleise, with con:.
fusion of thought and beadache in the morning,,
always be on yonur gunard,”and if the tongue is,’.
bitten and the urine voided in the bed at might..
a0 -almost certain disgnosis of “ night-epilepsy”’..
can bomade,  Of ogurss the dingnodis of epilopsy; -
shonld not be given bsstily, es the progustiainas
frightful ; yet thongh y5u hold your peace, naver'
be decsived in thede cises, especially sinds very
froquently & fall d6se of bromide at bedtiiae every
night will arrest the dizorder. ‘ Ca
“{Wétting the bed at night is one of the ‘most-
characteristio symptoms of this form of epilepay;:’
and ity presence or absence thould influence vefy "

greatly your decision. Not long since T'was'con-

sulted by ‘s distinguished practitioncr, who fear-
ed that he was’ siffering from thia ‘affection, but
in whom ‘T 'was sble'to” mike & mére favoursble” .
prognosis, ‘which 8o far has bebn ‘verified” Somio’
Yyears before, he hid broken down froml 'overwork,
and, although he iad in great méasuie recovered;
bad never regained his normal mental vigourdnd
power of work. He had noticed for ‘some’ time
that his tongee was bitten on'getting up in the
morning, and be was partly conscious of thie fact’
or bad the jdea, that the injury bocarred just'st
waking. He had never Welted the bed, "hid’
never puffered from sny mental 'disturbance’ or
malaise afier biting the tongue, hid never’suffer-
from " petit mal” ‘or any form of -diwrna) epi-
lepsy. I therefore told him I did not believe he
had nocturnal” epilepsy. Still, the fact of the
bitten tongue remaived. Knowing that bel had
suffered at the time of his' break-down a'alight
paralytic atroke, Tsuggested that perhaps bue side
of the tongue bad’ remained lest sensitive than
the other, and that, lacking this guide to ita

‘movements, it sometimes got between the teeth

and was bitten, especially in the first movements,
of waking, when the senses are all benumbed with-

sleep. Examination showed this to be the case ;
and he also stated that the injury was always on
one side of the tongue,—namely’ that in which
the sensation was impaired. Now, if these two-
points had escaped observstion, much doubt might
have been felt as to the natare of the case. .
(To be continued. )

THE IMMORALITY OF TYPHOID.

A «milk epidemic” of typhoid is announced on
a small seale at Maidford, near Towcester, Nor--
thampton. * Milk epidemics” of typhoid patar--
ally snd rightly arrest attention. It ought,,
however, never to ba forgotten that a milk epi-
demic of typhoid is in truth a milk-and-water
epidemic, and that every case of typhoid might
be prevented if we were careful first to protect
oar watersupply from excremental pollution.
Failing this we might still protect-ourzelves by
discopnecting cur eistern waste-pipes from th"e

gewers into which they commonly run, and by
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boiling and filtering our drink-water when there
is any reason to suspect its purity. Every caso
of typhoid is a direct indictment of the water
supply, and it has nover yet failed to be true
that an examination of the sources of an outbreak
of typhoid have led back to pollution of water
either in rivers or wells.  And what flthy pol-
lution ! And how easily foiled ! But the people
. have 8o long been bred up in ignorance of the
simpleat rules of science ~ud ths elementa of hy-
giene, that doctors may probably preach for
another twenty years before they can drive home
“the truth that typhoid is a disease always due to
-excremental poisoning, snd that a typhoid out-
.break is so thoronghly preventable that itis not
ouly = lamentable but an immoral waste of lLife.
It is possiblesthat an inquest on every case of ty-
. phoid, demonstrating to what sourcc of sanitary
neglect each case is due, would be of service in
arresting the public atteation, and av saving the
waste of life. The difficulty is that in the pre-
sent state of the law a company or a landlord
ay at their own pleasure distribute typhoid in
their water or milk without incurring any legal
responsibility. This anomsalous immunity works
badly; s liability to punishment, if only by fine
or civil process, would do much fowards an awak-
ening of conscience, and might save some thou-
sand lives annually.—{London Medical Record.

SHORT NOTES.

CURE FOR CORNS
A mixtare of equal parts of glycerine and car-
‘bolic acid, applied with s camel's-hair pencil, is
an excellent remedy for these painful companions.
—{Journal of Applied Chemistry.
EMOTION. .
A young girl who was driven through the

. cholera-infected district of Davenport, and jok-|.

ingly told that she would be sure to catch the dis-
-ease, was attacked with cramps, collapse and dis-
colouration, and died in a short time, & victim of
the power of mind over matter.
SUICIDES.

Last year there were in England 1,455 coro-
ner’s inquests for suicide or self-murder—1,057
menand 398 women. According to official tables
reccntly issued, there ware last year, 740 cases of
attemp. ed suicides, or one to 31,181 of the esti-
mated population. In London there were 405
cases.—[Dublin Med.. Press and Circular.

TREATMENT OF SALIVATION BY ATROPIA.

The patient, a woman of sixty-eight years, had
bad two attacks of apoplexy followed by hemi-
plegia of the left side. On being admitted into
Dr. Ebstein’s wards (Breslau Hospital) profuse
salivation was observed. According to the pa-
tient, it had begun a month previously. Atropia
was administered internally without any effect.
On the dose being increased the quantity of sali-
va diminished. Atropia (the sulphate) was then
injected bypedermically, and after seven minutes
the salivation was stopped. On doubling the deso
the secretion was arrested for twelve howrs. Dr.
Ebstein explains the action of the drug through
its influence on the permanent irritation of the
secretory fibres of the salivary glands.

LILDICAL NBEWS.

Dr. fyermann Boigel has just translated Dr. Marion
Sima's work o8 Ovatiotomy into the German langnage.

The Report on the Health ¢f the Navy juat publish-
od contains the deatn Of & 8caman who had been in the
kabit of emoking forty clgts & day.

Dr. Macleod, who appeared J3st Weok befare the Cas-
lisle magistrates on a charge of caniag the death of his
wife by the administration of an overase of morphia,
has boen committed for trisl. Pending $iid reanlt we
shall refrain from commenting on the case

Tar Cioss or Krzrromants.—The most ingenicus
theory ever pruffered, porhaps, in explanation of this
peculiar diathesis waz that lately stated in New Jarsey 5
*‘Becanse the individual had beern wvaocinated with
virus faom a hooking cow.”—{The Clinic.

The Corporation of Liverpool have, under under the
advice of their modical officer, Dr. Trench, decided to
taks steps for the crmpalsory purchase of » pisce of land
abutiing on the quarnatine ground, or which to erect
8 hospital for the purposa of the port.

The annual meeting of the sapporters of the Hospital
Sandsy movement in Liverpool was held on the 31at
ult., ander the presidency of the Mayor. The report
showed that a sum exceeding 16,000 ponnds bad been
contributed this year to the medical charities by means
of Hoapital Sucday and Hospital Saturday ; showing an
increass of 1800 pounds as compared with Iast
year,

At Berlin University the wiater 'term began a fort-
aight 220 ¢ but as yet only eighteen students have matri-
culated in the Faculty of Medicine. The number of
matriculants (according to Prussian newspapers) decreas-
ea more and more, from the enchanced cost of living in
the capital, and the meagre sssistance rendered to the
University by the State.

An instancs of the Indicrous results which sometimes

follow the use of words not generally known in addres.
sizg patients is given by Dr. Filippi in & number of
“ L'Imparziale.” A student, he says, wss in his pre.
seuce one day examining a patient in hospital, s~d
asked him, **Are yoo sddicted to onanism ?” (*Ti
dai all’ onaniamo?") **No, sir,” was the reply; “I
am a shoemaker.”—{The Clinic.
Prof. Hyrtl has anuounced his puarpose of resigning
his chair in Vispna next spring. .As, according to the
*“Allgem. Wien. Med. Zeitung,” the attendauce on the
Vi hool has declined to the amount of three
handred since the retirement of Skods and the death
of Oppolzer, it scems probable that the faculty will at-
tempt to retain Prof. Hyrtl, one of ths most noted
members and popular lecturers. Prof. Hyrtl is just
n>w probably in the acme of his powers.

A fire at » lunatic ayyluom is an exceptionally serious
affair—pyromania being itaclf & special form of mental
aberration, though, cariously enough, cases are on re-
cord in which, oa the principle of similia similibus cur-
antur, pyromania disappears sfter the shock of another
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A NEW WEEKLY.JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO PRACTIOAL MEDICINE

sz(::m’, OpstErRics, TEERAPEUTICS, AND THX Uor.
TERAL SCIENCES, MEDpican PoLITy
Nxws, anp CoRRESPONDESCE. % Bre,

The Undersigned being abont to enter an the publi. 4
ca.t_xo.n of a new Medical Journal in Canads, earncstly
solicits the co-operation and suppart of the profession in

his undertaking.

The want of a more frequent means cf communicstion,
between the members of this well-cducated and. li
body has becn long felt; since monthly poblications
such 23 alvne have been hithorto attempted in this
country, do not at times fully scrve the requrements of
the controversies and pieces of dence which
spring up, It necessanly dimininhes intercst of a
correspondence to have to wait a month for a reply and
another month for a rejoinder ; and it is in consoquence
of this drawback, no doubt, that meay important or in-
teresting points are not more fully debated in the
monthly medical journals.

Tae Cavapian Mxoicar Tnexs, appearing woekl
will serve as a vehicle for cozreap don on all pai A
of purely profcasional interest. It isalso intendod to
furnish domestic and foreign medical pews : the domes-
tic intelligence having refercnce more particulazly to the
Pproceedings of city and connty Medical Sometss, Cole
lege and Univermty pass-lists, public and proteasional
appointments, the outbreak and epread of epdermics, tha
introduction of sanjtary improvements, ctc. Many m.
teresting items of iais nature, it is hoped, will be cone
tributed by gentlemen in their respective localitaen,

If the interest of a cor can be maintai
and'its freshness preserved by & woakly publicaton, it
must be yet more vaiuable to bave weekly notices 1.
stead of monthly ones of the advanoes which are coatin-
uounly being made in the medical art. Ubvioasly the
sooner a medical practitioner hears of sn improvement
the sooner he can put it in ,.zactice, aod the will
his patients reap the benofit. In thia manner, the valus
of & weekly over a monthly or semi-annual modical
journal may times prove inestimable. Medical
papers and clinical lectures, in abstract form or i
tenso, will regularly appear and constitote 2 d
able portion of the new jourcal. In this way atsin-
tended fo farnish the cream of medical literaturs in all
departments, so that a subscriber may depead upon its
pages as including almost every notice of practical value
contained in other journals,

Original articles on medical subjects will appear-in ity
pages. The growth of medical literature in Canada of
late years euco the hope that this department wilk
be copioualy sapphed. Notices of cases have been kind-
ly promised, and an invitation to contribute is hereby
extended to others who may have papers for publication,
If the profession would encourage the cstablishment of
a wortluly representative medical jonrnalism in Canada,
its members should feel that upon themselves rests the
onus of aiding in the growth ot a national professionak
literature.

In order to gain a wide-spread circulation for the new
journal, the publisher has determined on making it as
cheap a8 possible. It will sppear in the form of a quarte
newspaper of twenty-four wide columns, containing a
large quantity of reading matter, and be issuod weckly
at the low price of Two Dollars per annum. For
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isa
dangerous expericace for the lunatic, even when only an
on-looker. The Peckham House Asylum weanearlyburat
to the ground on Saturday ; but the flames were hap-
pily brought under after many thousand tons of water
had been thrown upon thems. Thanks to the exertion
of Dr. Stocker, the superintendent, no injury was sns-
tained by any of the 300 inmates,

The Fronch Medical Association will inagurate on the
18t of Jahinary next the granting of pensious to decayed

fre, As arule, however, the *‘devouring el t” i

been accumalating for some years past through the gene-
rous gifts of members of the profession aad from other
sources, and it is now thought that these funds are suffi-
ciently large to begin with. A feature which will ren-
der the aunuitivaquite independent of unforescen changes
is that the capital necessary to produce the aunmal in-
come will be be invested in Government Stock, and be-
eome solely devoted to the paying of & particular pen-
gion, At the death of the annuitant this capital re-
turns o the Association.

i
|

t
i

p will go beyond anything as yet attempled
in a medical journal in Canada.

1% will be the aim of the editor to make it a% once an
interesting, practical, and useful jowrnal, indi
to tho Canadian practitioner, It will be the sim, far.
ther, to make the MEpIcaL Trdrs the organ of the pro-
{ession in Canada, as its columus will be frecly opea to
the discussion of any professional matter, whether of
medical politics, ethics, or of questions in practice.

As a medium for edvertisementa :.he Mzpican Tnc:
will ess the special advantage of giving specdy pu
icitypotgs sonouncements. The advertising will {e re~
‘stricted to what may legitimately appear in a medical

medical men. The funds necessary for the purpose have journal.

Torms for Advertising—Eight centa per fine for firet
insertion ; 4 ccnts per line for every subsequent inser-
tion. Special rates will be given on application for
monthly and yearly advertisements.-

Terrs for Subscription—Two Dellars] per aonum, ar
One Dollar for six months,

Address'all onders to the Pablisher,

.. JAMES NEISH, ALD,
Office of the Medical Times,

Kingston, Ontario.
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THERAPIUTICS.
BROMIDE OF POTASKIUM.
By Auxxaxnrr R. Brexrn, M.D., Riston.

While reading Anstie's capital work 'n Neu-
ralgia, lately, I came, on page 242, to thy follow-
ing paragraph :—* Having decided that % omide
of potassium is the proper remedy, we mivt use
it in sufficient doscs.  Not even cpilepsy itself
Tequires more decidedly that bromide, to be use-
ful, shall be given'in Jarge dosen. It is right to
commence with modeinte ones (ten to fifteen
grains), because we can never tell, beforehand,
that our patient is not one of those pecnliar sub-
Jects in whom that very dirngrecable phenomenon
—>bromic acne—will follow the uso of large doses.
But we must not expect good results till -we
reach something like ninety grains daily.”

I bave frequently seen it insisted that large,
even very laige, doses of the bromide were ne-
cessary for the control of neumlgia. But I feel
myself constrained—althongh with diffidence—to
enter my protest against this dictum. A large
proportion of neuralgic cascs are developed in en-
feebled constitutions where full depressants can-

' Dot be otherwise than injurious In fact, Dr.
Anstie himself recognizes, more fully than any
other author I know, the great advantages of a
full, generouns diet. and even codliver oil. In
such cases, I believe that the beneficial results of
the bromides may be obtained with very small
dosex  If so, anything large is, of course, super-
flnous, and thereford®positively injurious. I have

had many ncuralgic cases, in perrons of middie

age and onwards, as well as some younger ones,
. who were in an anemic conditien, who derived
the best benefit from five-, six-, and eight-grain
doses, repeated four times daily, persistently, for
weeks. And, in several instances, I came down
to these doses finding that they derived as much
benefit as they had previously®done from larger
ones. For I believe in the principle of employ-
ing the smallest possible dose to secure the desir
ed cffect. In other cases—of this class, remem-
ber !'—having be;';un with small doses, and being
impatient of tardy results, I baveincrensed them ;
but, almost invariably, I have repented my im-
patience (on getting no additional benefit), and
have gone back. And, in at lesst two or three
cases, the comparative results bave been so
marked as so lead patients to point out to me the
advantage of small doses. Even granting that
-hey were intelligent people, such observation is
-emarkable, and must count for something. I
herefore beg that, for this class of neuralgics,
- mall doses of the bromides may have a fair and
* ntient trial, and I thoroughly believe  that they
- ill bring to the physician incrensed satisfaction,

nd to the patient increased benefit.—{Boston
" Tedical and Surgical Journal.

The medical man must warn the public from
- pular medical fallacies and the foolish preten-
wns of the quack. He will be called upon to
—0se the follies of bomapathy—a system found-
" in deceit, built up in ignorance, and snpported

credulity.  The true physician will endeavour
ractise rational medicine, and not this or that
sem..—London Lancet.

Rl)‘.".‘._’,"JOLLFCE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR-
_GEONS, Kingaton, in affibation with Queen's Uni-
veraity.

TwENTIETH SessioN, 1873-74.

The School of Medicine at Kingston heing incorporat-
od with independent powers I!‘.§‘ privileges under the
desigmation of *“The Royal College of Fhysicians and
S.urgyor& Tgn‘x]:awnﬁ " v:iil oor{;:!cnce its Twentieth gle:-
rion in tho Collere Building, Princess strect, on the t
Wedneaday in October, 1573

TEACHING STAFF.
JOHN R DICKSON, M,D, M.R.C.P.L, M.R.CS.E,

ard F.R.C.8, Fdin.; PrrsiuENT,, Professor of
Clinical Sargery.

FIFE FOWLER, M.D., L.R.C.8., Edin., REGISTRAR,
Professor of Materia Medica.

HORATIO YATFS, M.D., Professor of the Principles
and_Practice of Medicire, and Lecturer on Clinical
Medicine.

MICHA¥L LAVELL, M.D,, Professor of Obstetrica
and Disearcs of Women and Children,

LIICHAEL SULLIVAN, M.D., Professor of Surgery
and Surpical Anatomy. .

OCTAVTIUS YATES, M.D., Professor of the Institutes
of Medicine and Sanitary Science,

JAMES NEIST, M.D., Professor of Descriptive and
Regional Anatomy.

THOMAS R. DUPUIS, M.D., Professor of Botany.

NATHAN F. DUPUIS, M.A., F.BS,, Edin., (Profes-
aor of Chemistry and Natural Histo
University), Profcasor of Chemistry and Practical

Chentistry.
ALFRED S§. OLIVER, M.D., Professor of Medical
Jurirprudence.
HERBFRT J. SAUNDERS, M.D,, M.R.C.S.E, De.
monstrator of Anatomy.
The College ia affiliated to Qneen's University, where-
in the degree of M. D. may be obtained by its stndents,
Certificates_of attendance at this College are recog-
nized by the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of London and
Edinburgh ; and either the degree of M.D. or the Li-
cense of the College entitles the holder thereof toall the
privileges in Great Britain that are conferred upon the
graduates and stodents of any other Colonial College.
The new premises of the College are commodious and
convenient.  Unequalled facilitics are presented for the
study of Practical Anatomy, and great advantages for
Clinical instruction arc afforded at the General Hospital
and Hotel Dicn.
Full information as to subjects of study, fees, &e.,
may be obtained on application to
Dr FOWLER, Registrar, Kingston.

H. SKINNER, M,D.
HOLESALE DRUGGIST,
Princess Street, KINGSTON.
PHYSICIANR ORDFRS for Drugs and Instrnments
solicited.  Only Pure and Officinal Medicines sent out ;
and prices gnaranteed sdtisfactory.

HLORODYN E—Dr J. COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHLORODYNE. The original and only genuine,
TmrorTaxT CarTioN. The published statement that
Chlordyne, having obtained such universal celebtity,
can now scarcely he considered a specialty, is calculated
to mislead the public.

J. T. DavENTORT therefore begs to state that Chloro-
dyne has haffled all attempts at analysia, the published
formule differing widely ; hence the statement that the
compnsition of Chloredyne is known is contrary to fact.

The universal celebrity of Chlorodyne is the greater
reason that the public should be supplied with the gen-
nine, not a ‘ustification for the sale of a spurious com-

und, .
poTheworﬂ **Chlorodyne” is’s fancifal name applied by
Dr J. Collis Brawne {o his discovery, and the formula
confiled to J. Davenport only. .

The following js an extract from the decision of the
Vice Chancellor in the late Chlorodyne Chancery suit,
Browne and Davenport v. Freeman :—Vice Chancellor
Sir W, P. Word stated that DrJ. Collis Browne was

undoubtedly the inventor of Chlorodyne, that the state. .

ments of the defendant Freeman were Geliberately un-
troe, and he regretied to say they had been sworn to.
Eminent Hospital Physicians of London stated that Dr
Collis Browne was the discoverer of Chlorodyue, that
they prescribe it largely, and mean no other than Dr
Browne's.—Sce the Times, Jnly 13, 1864.

Sole Manufacturer, J. T. Davenport, 33, Great Russel
street, Bloomsbury square, London.

JTOTES ON ASTHBMA ; its Forms and Treatment.

By Jomx C. Tmorowcoon, M.D., Lond., Phbysi-

cian to the Heepital for Diseaes of the Chest, Victoria

Park. Second Edition, revised and cnlarged, crown 8vo

rico 48 61. Sent by book post by Henry Kimpton, 52
%igh Holborn, Lond: ’

OTL,

, Queen’s |

LIEBXG COMPANY EXTRACT OF MEAT. Am.
sterdam Exhibition, 1869, the Grand Diploma of *
Honour, bqug the first prize and superior o the gold
medal. Pu?s‘ Exhibition, 1867, Two Gold Medals ;
Havre E; tion, 1568, the Gold Medal. Only sort
warnanted correct and genuine by Baron Liebig, the in-
ventor. ‘A 8uccess and a boon.” MMedical Presa and

colar.  Ome pint of delicious beef tea for 5 centa,
which costs 25 cents if made from fresh meat. . Cheap-
est and finest flavoured stock for soups, &c.

CavtioN. Require Baron Lixmio’s sigonatore upon
every jar. Sold by ull Drggist’s and all Wholcsale
Houses, and of LIEBIG'S TRACT OF MEAT
COI’S‘.'PANY (Limited), 43 Mark Lane, E.C. » London.

. Norice. Various chemieal anslyses have been pub-
lished, parporting to show a fraction more of moisture
to exiet in: the Company’s Extract than in some imita-
tion sorta. It is extremely easy to evaporate the water
g]most totynn extent,h l;llxlt 1t is quite as certain that the

1o meaty flavour which distinguishes the Com: s
Extract from all others would bgu(liacstroyed if thle)azoyx;
centration of the Extract were carried beyond a certain
degree.  Beef toa mads from Liebig Company's Extract
with boiling hot water, will be found to be greatly su-
perior in flavour, strength, and clearfiess 16 any other
sort. This explaina the nniversal preference it obtaina
in the market. This Extract is supplied to the Btitigh,
French, Prussian, Russian, and other Governments.

~

C HLORALUM, '
Liguid and Powder.

The odourless and non-poisonous Disinfectant and
Antiseptic. For the prevention of discase, disinfecting
sick rooms, and removing fonl odours ; invalnable when
used in badly gmelling closets, urinals, &c. Alsoin
powder, which will be foand invaluable as s substitute
for other disinfocting powders which give off strong
odours.  Sold by all Chemists. The Chloralum Com-
pany, 1 and 2, Great Winchester street Buildings, Lon-
don, EC. : )

-\

PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS, p by
Messrs GRIMAULT and Co., rative Chemists,
8, Rue Vivienne, Paris, and for sale by F. Ncwbcrry &

Sons, 37, Newgate strect, London, and by all Druggsts
&n:llv})ﬂolesa{egal:{onscs in the United Stnti&

ese products are with the test care,
under thep direct mpervgsiou of Dr LxcoR'}g':a Professor
of the Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacist of the first class
to the Hospitals of Paris, and ex-Preparator of the
Conrse of Physiology of CLAUDE BERNARD at the Col-
lege of France, etc. .

G_BD[AUL’I"S GUARANA, a vegetable product ob-
tained from Brazil, infallible in cascs of Hemicrania
Headache, and Neuralgia. To these properties it joins
that of arresting diarrheea and dysentery, however se-
vere. Physicians are requested to ask for Guarana
bearing the seal of Grimault & Co., 80 as to avoid pre-
scribing crude Guarana, just as imported from Brazl,
this latter kind being frequently substituted for Gri-
manlt's. Dose: one packet in a little sngared water,
and another packet half an‘hour afterwards.

RIMAULT'S INDIAN CIGARETTES, prepared
{rom Rtt:_sig of Canpabis Indica. Asthma and all
complaints of the iratory organs are promptly cured
or relieved by the,':ssmokel:y The eﬁicac}; of ;f.)luz plant
bas been proved by extensive use in England and Ger-
many, to the entire rejection of the cigarettes of bella-
donna, of stramonium, and of arsenious acid, and other
plants hitherto employed.

ANUAL OF PRACTICAL TBERAPEUTICS.

By Epwarp Jomx Wamine, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Third Igdition, fcap, 8vo, 128 64. May be ordered b

E)st of Henry Kimpton, Medical Bookseller, 82H)gg
olbarn, London,

QUIRE'S COMPANION to the British PHARMA-
COP(EIA. Neow ready, price 10s 6d, the Fighth
Edition of Squire’s.Companion to the P g(ma.
Contains the new medicines, Chloral, Chloroxide of
Iron, Subcataneous Injections and all practical informa-
tion up to the present time. J. & A. Churchill, New
Burlington street, London. ’ .

NFANCY, AND CHILDHOOD. A Practical Treat-
ize on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By
Teomuas Hawxes TaNNErR, M.D. Demy 8vo cloth,
rice 148, The Second Edition, revised and ed
y ALFREn Meapows, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.P., Physi-
cian to the Hospital for Women, and Physician-Accou-
cheur to St. mo?"s Hospital  * The book will be an
admirable work uent reference to the busy prac--
titioner.”—Lancet.  Henry Renshaw, 336, Strand.
May be ordered through any Colonial Booksellarn.



