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JOHON KXNOX.

But again the scenechanges. Released
#rom bondage we find John Knox spending
the next eight years of his life partly in
the continent of Europe and partly in }ing-
land. Wefind himat Geneva with the great
Calvin, the wonderful Frenchman whase
works bave passed through a thousand
editions, and who at thé age of 22 was con-
sidered the most learned man of his day.
By aud by we find him in Eugland where
Edward the sixth of blessed memory was
reigning, and reigning in the interest of the
Reformation. In his sight he quickly rose
to distinction and became one of the six
royal chaplains, aud as such, wielding an
influence in England not inferior to that
which he wiclded in Scotland. We trace
+his hand in the preparation of the English
prayer book, and we hear his voice in the
-councils of nations, and whenever he ap-
peared, and wheresoever he went, there was
a crowd, a sensation.

But England was not his home, not his
proper clement. He longed and longed,
like a caged eagle to return to Scotland and
prosecute the work that was so dear to his
soul, and on which he huad just cutered
when seized in the eastle of St. Andrew’s
and doomed to work as a gailey slave.

But how could he return to Scotland
seeing Mary of Guise was still reigning as
Regent, with all the power of France at her
back, ready to crush the slightest move-
ment that might be made in the interest of
the Reformation? Nevertheless he did
return, landing at Leith on the 2nd May,
1859, at the very time when Mary was
sitting in Council in Edinburgh. And it
shews how much his aame was dreaded,
that 2 messenger having cntered the hall
where the Council was sitting, that Council
at once broke upin confusion. According
to the accounts of the time, the messenger

came rushing in with pale fuce, and with
faltering accent exclaimed : “ John Kuox
is come. Heiscome. HHeslept last night
at Edinburgh |”

Forthwith John Kunox determined upon
resuming his labours, and to occupy the
pulpit of St. Andrew’s, but the C.
Archbishop hearing of his intention to
preach there, gathered an army and sent
him word that if he would dare to do so,
that he would be shot in the act. And
this was no idle threat for the Archbishop
with the soldiers on the very first occasion
proceeded to the church with their arms.
There is a picture, it is said, in the National
Gallery representing the whole scene, and a
very impressive scene it is. There is the
great preacher in the pulpit, his face all
aglow with celestial fire, and there the
great multitude hanging upon his lips as if
spell-bound by the grandeur of the theme.
And there in the remote part of the churceh,
the soldiers, one of them levelling his mus-
ket and looking at the false priest for the
assenting nod. What was John Knox
preaching about that day? It was about
Christ cleansing the terople, driving out
the money changers and those that sold
doves saying : My Father's housc shall be
called the house of prayer, but ye have
made it a den of thieves. Aud we can
well suppose that in his terrible denuncia-
tion he would not forget to set forth the
perfect freedom wherewith Christ has made
us free; that man can enter into the sacred
presence of the Eternal without the word
of the priest or the bencdiction of the
bishop, and find mercy to pardon and grace
to help him in cvery time of need.

It wasindeed a great trial of his courage
that Joha Kuox should have gone to the
Abbey and preached in such circumstances,
and preached too on such a theme. The
threats ,of cnemies on the onc hand, and
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the dissuasions of friends on the other,
were more than enough to overcome any
one who was not supernaturally upheld.
Undismayed by the threats of his enemies,
and uomoved by the entreatics of many
friends who feared for his life, he went
forward to his duty strong in faith, giving
glory to God.

What mean you to weep and break my
heart, said Paul, to the brother that would
fain restrain him from going up to Jerusa-
lem, for I am ready not to be bound only,
but also to die at Jerusalem, for the sake
of the Lord Jesus.

Similar was the answer of Knox to many
friends that would now restrain him from
going to preach in the Abbey. ““Iwas first
called to preach the gospel in this very
town, and was violently taken away.by the
violence of France at the instigation of the
Bishops, and now that the opportunity is
presented to me for which I have longed
and prayed, I eatreat you not to hinder me
from preaching ooce more in St. Andrew’s.
As for the fear of dabger that may come
let no man be anxious, for my life is in the
custody of Him Whose glory Iseek. Ide
sire the hand and weapon of no man to
defend me. I only crave audience, which
if denied here, I must seek elsewhere.”

It is needless to remark that the courage
of the Reformercox - ~unicated itself to his
friends, and that they ceased to think of
his danger.
place on four successive daysto a large
multitude, including the Archbishop and
his soldiers, and with such power that his
enemies had not the courage to lift up a
finger against him. No wonder that Ran-
dolph writing to the English government,
to Sir Cecil, said: I assure you that the
voice of that one man is able in an hour
to put more life in us than 600 trumpets
continually blowing in our eurs.

Now the cause of the Reformation every-
where prevailed. Xostead of one solitary
preacher lifting up his voice like one cry-

He,preached in that same!
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it. Then again the beart of the nation,
stirred to its depths by such memories as
those adverted to, was prepared to receive
that glad Kvangelist which those early
preachers preached so well. Like a giant
refreshed with new wine, it awoke from the
:sleep of ages. Science trimmed her lamp,
and legislation took a loftier tone. Inshort,
so greatly did the Reformatien prevail that
John Kuox had the satisfaction of seeing
the Reformed religion becoming the law of
the land, the established religion of the
country, the very next year after bis land-
ing. This was the occasion of general joy.
The dark days of persecution were forgotten.
The glensand hamlets often heard the voice
of psalms and that blessed gospel that is
yet to gladden every land. The churches
were crowded with pious worshippers, and
tomeet the great want thathad been created,
God raised up many earnest men, men that
were mighty in the scriptures, and prepared
them secretly for the work, and they went
forward to that work strong in God, and
preached with an unction and a power
which remind us of apostolic times.

But again the scene cbanges. Suddenly
the bright sky is overcast, and fears come
in the way. Mary Queen of Scots, young
and beautiful, ascends the throne of ber
father James V. Thoroughly indoctri-
nated in the R.C. faith, and given to un-
derstand that it would be the glory of her
reign to bring back her subjects to that
 faith, sails from France and she arrives at
Leith, August 1561. Andin ordertostrike
terror into the nation, she caused mass
to be performed in the Royal Chapel, Edin-
burgh, on the first Sabbath after her arrival
flinging, as it were, the most offensive
dogma of the church in the face of the
i nation, which to them was the symbol of a
Ithousand wrongs. This, it need not be
said, created great alarm and indignation,
cspecially in the case of Kuox, who did not
fail to raise his voice like a trumpet against
the abomination, and to point out the

ing in the wilderness, hundreds arose and ; danger to which the whole nation was ex-
came forward to the help of the Lord, the ! posed, and the blood and burning wrongs
belp of the Lord against the mighty. The, likely to ensue. Such plain speaking soon
word of God was precious in. those days— | found its way toroyal cars, On six different
much sought after in those days, and t | occasions, it seems, hewas taken to task for
was the company of those that pgblishcd the boldness of his words and the personal
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reflections which he cast upon her and her
intended marriage.

One of these interviews may be given as
a specimen : On the previous occasion she
had received him with great condescension
and fair speech, trying to tame the lion that
she could not silence ; but on this oceasion
she received him in a very different way.
« Never, “ said she passionately,” hasd
prince been so hanuled. Ske had offered
him audience whencver he chose, and had
shewed him favour, and yet said she, I
cannot get quit of you. L vow to God that
I shall be revenged.”

Knox was trying to shew his responsi.
bility as a minister of the Reformed faith,
as by law established. But what have you
got to do with my marriage? He was
procceding to state the extent of his com-
mission as a preacher, when she repeated
her question. But what have you got to
#o with my marriage, or what are youwin
this commonwealth ? Vexed by the con-
temptuous tone in which those words were
uttered, he replied: ‘A subject bora
within this real, and though I be neither
earl, lord nor baronet, yet has God made
me, (however abject I may be in your eyes)
a profitable member within the same. Yea,
madam, to me it appertains no less to fore-
warn of such things as may hurt it, than it
doth to any of the nobility, for both my
vocation and conscience require great plain-
ness of speech, and, therefare, mad.m,
to yourself I say that which I suid io
public :—

Whenever the nobility of this rexlm shall
counsent that you be subject to an unfaith-
ful husband, they do as much as in them
lies to renounce Christ, to banish His trath,
betray the freedom of this reslm, and per-

haps in the end, do small comfort to your- !

self.

At these words, Mary again hegan to sob
and weep bitterly.  Although she ordered
him to leave her presence, ar 1 await her
pleasure in the adjoining room, there
he stood, a3 one whom men seldom see.
All his friendg Lord Ochiltree excepted,
being afraid to shew him any countenanee,
for the presence of the Queen, so young
and beautiful, and bewitching, lent a won-
derful charm to the court, and the holy
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water so much in request there, had great
power in cooling the ardour of many of the
truculent barons and soft Scotchmen, who,
in every crisis hang back till the battle is
over.

Ordored to wait in the outer room, he
addressed himself to the court ladies who
sat in their rich dresses, and said: « Ok
fuir ladies, how pleasing were this life of
yours if it should continue always, or in
the end that you might pass to heaven with
all this gay gear! But fie upon that
Lnave, death, that comes so soon {o sctter
all your joys.”

This weeping scene had its counterpart
» few months after, when John Knox was
tried for treason. Ife had issued acircular
to the Protestant lords, warniog them of
danger, which was interpreted in the light
of treason. He was tried before the Queen
in Council. Asshetook ker seat she looke 1
at him with a frown ashe stood bareheaded
at the foot of the throne, and laughingly
said_to her lords: He made me greet, but
he shed na a tear himself. I'll see whether
he don't greet now. He was acquitted. M.

Qur Own _Church.

By a slip of the pen, in our last issue,
and under this heading, the congregation
of GaLT was substituted for GuerLrr. In
justice to all concerned we hasten to make
the correction. Guelph, as we are in-
formed, pronouuced in favour of the pro-
posed Union of Churches with but one
disscuting voice. Galt, on the contrary,
a8 we have since learned from an official
source, is divided in opinion; the Kirk-
session being opposed to Union by a large
wajority, while the congregation itself
will have a large minority against it. The
congregation of THORAH came to a vote on
this question on the 31st December, when,
our Informant states, ‘“the church swas
crowded, and the vote was adverse without
one solitary exception.” ‘

It may be stated here, once for all, that
while the Presbyterian is the accredited
organ of the Church, and‘is expected to
reflect the mind of the Synod on this Union
question, as well as all other matters that
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receive its imprimatur, the Committee
have no wish, a8 indeed they can have no
interest, in suppressing information in
respect to the expression of views adverse
to a union of the negotiating churches. It
is extremely desirable that the mind of the
whole Church should be known as soon
as possible, so that when the Synod shall
next convene in Qttawa, its members may
be better prepared to deal finally with this
esubject, as its. importance demands it
should be dealt with. It is not a question
to be decided by the ordinary rule of bare
majorities; nor is it one the settlement
of which we can afford to postpone till “a
more convenient scason.” It i3 one
calling for much forbearance and Christian
charity, and for grave, earnest, prayerful
deliberation, to be followed by honest de-
cisive action.

‘We owe thanks to many correspondents
for the materials now placed at our dis-
posal in our usual monthly summary of
passing events. Although necessarily pre-
sented in a condensed, and, perhaps, dis-
connected form, they supply reasons for
both thankfulness and encouragement.

GopericH.—The annual soiree of St.
Andrew’s church was held on Monday
evening, 5th January. There was a gocd
attendance, and over $100 was realized
after paying expenses. Addresses were
delivered by Rev. Messra. Smith of Hamil-
ton, Mullan of Fergus, and Ure and
Wright of Goderich. A similar gathering
took place at Smith’s Hill, the following
cvening, when the same speakers were
present. Procecds, 872. That church
is now free of debt. A neat iron fence
has been constructed around the lot. So-
cials were subsequently held in both
churches, and considerable sums realized.
Oov Sunday, 11th Jan., the Sabbath-
School here, which has for some time been
united with that of Koox church, was re-
opened with an attendance of over seventy
scholars. A new choir has been organized.
Mr. Jas. Loutit, whe has led the singing
for the last two years, has been presented
with a Family Bible on bebalf of the con-
gregation as an acknowledgment of his
services.

STRATFORD.— Where only one copy of
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the Preshyterian was subseribed for in:
1873, our correspondent frow this town
begins with the request to furnish the
congregation with one hundred copies for
1874. The schedule system has been
introduced under the new regime, and the
results at the end of the first year are
highly satisfuctory, yielding for the Sus-
tentation I'und, $75; Widows' and Qr-
phans’ Fund, $45; Manitoba Mission,
824 ; Bursary Scheme, $20 ; French Mis-
sion, 818.50; total, $182.50. Atthe last
dispensation of the Lord’s Supper, twelve
new communicants were admitted by ex-
amination and ten by certificate, making
in all an increase of fifty communicants to
the roll since the induction of the present
winister in the month of April last.

Tug PrRESBYTERY OF HaMILTON met
at CLIFTON, on the evening of the 23rd
December, when the Rev. ¥. P. Sym was
inducted io the charge of St. Auvdrew’s
church there, with the customary solemni-
ties, The Rev. James Herald of Dun-
das presided; Rev. J. C. Smith, of St.
Paul’s church, Hamilton, gave the charge
to the congregation; Rev. B. W. Waits
preached the induction sermon and also-
addressed the minister, who at the close of
the service received a warm welcome at
the hands of the people. As this settlement
has been a most harmonious one, we
earnestly hope it will prove to be pleasant
and profitable to minister and people in.
years to come. The congregation of RicH-
wo0oD AND SHOWERs’ CORNERS, over
which Mr. Waits presides, and which is
a recent accession to the church, continues,
we are glad to learn, in a prospercus con-
dition. At the anbual meeting of the
congregation, held a few weeks ago, it was-
found that about twenty were added to
the communion roll during the year. A
few weeks ago Mr. Waits received a call
from the congregation of NELSON AND-
WATERDOWN, but it was notsustained by
the Presbytery, owing to the cloqueng
pleadings of the representatives of the
Richwood congregation to relain their
minister, which speaks well for both. The
ladies of the congregation of St. Andrew’s.
church, DuNpas, at one of their social
meetings held in the manse recently, pre~
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senfed Mr. James Black, the leader of the jeiation a ba-aar was lately held which
choir, with a massive gold chain and locket | netted some seven hundred dollars, .and
in token of their high appreciation of his|enabled them to wipe off the entire debt
services during many years. The accom-.n the manse besides providing for other
panying address and Mr. Black's reply | contingencies. There is still a debt of
were suitable to the occasion, and, ulto-:about §1000 on the church, which our
gether, the proceedings of the evening ap- ! correspondent hopes may sovn be liqui-
pear to have been pleasant and profitable. ! dated in a similar manner. “ There is
We have to thank the superintendent of ! also a Young People’s Association in con-
the Sabbath Rehool at Feraus for a eopy | nection with the Church which, during
of his inttresting report for the year 1873, | the year, by means of social evenings and
from which we judge that the manaze- eoncerts, has coutributed materially to the
ment has been in gond hands, and that the, general fund
school, unon the whole. has been pros-i - We are informed that the congregation
perous. The number of names entered on Lof Pox ITorr, vacant by the translation
the roll for the year was 187, the average | of its lite minister to Bellevill 1,015 likely
ateendance for the whole year being 80, to be soon filled again by the scttlement
The Internaticnal scheme of lessons is of a minister upon whom the choice of
used. It is acknowledged that the tea-: the congregation has fallen, in which case
chers’ meeting for study of the lessons at the shortness of the vacaney will be cause
the close of the weekly prayer meeting has! for satisfaction.  Frem PrrerBorotvci
been poorly attended.  “ No quarterly - we learn that at the close of last year Mys.
review of the lesson has been attempted in @ McLennan was agreeably “ surprised” by
the school; but in place of this, brief” a visit of a number of ladies of the St.
addre-ses have gencrally been given by the: Andrew’s congregation—the bearers of a
teachers on such occasions, or by visitors. very kind address, which accompanied
who may have been present at the time. . handsome Christmas gift consisting of a
The minister of the chureh preaches tothe  valuable sofa 2nd sideboard.  The usual
children occasionaliy. In addition to these* social.ties on such oceasions having been
services, addresses are given by clergymen i observed, the uninvited yet welcome visi-
and others as opportunity offers.”  The! tors withdrew after a song of praise and
revenue of. the school for the year wus, prayer.
abaut 890, of which 873.78 was gathered: Tz PRESBYTERY oF KiNGsTOM, on
in what arc termed *“ mite chests.” Twenty * the 31st December last, moderated in a
dolfirs go for the support of an orphan in:call to the Rev. Thomas G. Smith, of
India; 8§10 to the Canadian school at Fond du Lace, to be minister of St. An-
Caleutta; 85 to the Sunday School Union, ' drew’s Church, Kixgstox.  Principal
and the balunce for periodicals and inci-} Snodgrass preached and presided on the
dentals. focension. Weare glad to find that the
A friend writing from WHITRY, refers call has been unanimous, anl we earnestly
hopefully to tie present condition and ' trust that a harmonious settlement will L
prospects of the congregation, which, we!the result. It is understood that Mr.
are glad to learn, notwithstanding many - Smith contemplates enterivg on the duties
changes by death and removals since the of the charge imumediately, and we cor.
present minister entered on the charge,! Yially wish him a long and prosperous
still holds its own. During the past year reizn. Mr. Ross continues his wissionary
about fifteen young people have been added : labours on WoLFE IsLAND with encourag-
to the membership of the Church.  As to! ing tokens of suceess. On Christmas even-
bazaars and concerts, and social cutertain- ing the Sabbath School children under his
ments generally, if there be any virtuc"carc were treated with a beautifully deco-
and praise in these things, Whitby is not' rated Christmas tree, their attention at
behind other congregations of the Church. | the same time being directed by several
Under the auspices of the Ladies’ Asso- short addresses to those imperistable
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truths which are able to make them wise
unto salvation. The PirTsBURCH con-
gregation has voted unanimously it favour
of union: the Kirk-session having passed
the first article unanimously ; the second,
on a division ; and the third, with a sug-
gestion. 'We have not learned that any
other congregation in this Presbytery has
taken the matter into consideration. We
note also that a pleasant cvening was
lately spent at the manse of Pittsburgh,
when the minister received as a Christmas
gift a fine set of silver-mounted harness,
and Mrs. Livingston a purse of money, in
addition to a bountiful share of the
‘“ roughpess” which abounds in the homes
of our thrifty farmers, and which they
know so well how to dispense tc ethers
around them.

The PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA met in
St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, on the 13th
and 14th ultimo. Among the reports of
work done was one presented by the Rev.
H. J. Borthwick, showing that the
charge of Huntley continues to prosper—
that the people manifest great interest in
the services, that they contribute more
liberally to church purposes, and that they
show great eperzy in the way in which
they are pushing on the work of building
at Stittsville. The conveners of Mission-
ary Meetings reported that they had ful-
filled the duties laid upon them by the
Presbytery, holding meetings in the dif-
ferent congregations with varying success.
It seemed to be generally felt that the
time of the year appointed for these meet-
ings is unsuitable on account of the
changeableness of the weather.

The remit on Union was taken up and
voted upen—yea for each article. Affir-
mative returns had been made to the clerk
from the following congregations: Ovtawa,
Plantagenet, L’Orignal and awkesbury,
Cumberland, Mountain and South Gower,
Spencerville, Oxford, Westmeath, Cou-
longe, and also from the Kirk sessions
of the above mentioned congregations,
with the addition of that of Chelsea. All
the Kirk sessions were in favour of sll the
articles of Union. All the congregations
were in favour of Union. With the excep-
tion of Ottawa unanimously in favour—=s
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protest having been recorded in the minutes
of the congregational meeting of that
Church by one member and one adherent.

The Reverend Alexander Smith, of the
American Presbyterian Church, Presby-
tery of St. Lawrence, congregation of
Theresa, N. Y., made application to the
Presbytery to present his petition to
Synod fcr admission to the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland—and to grant him
missionary work within the bounds of the
Presbytery in the meantime. Mr. Smith
presented at the samne time his credentials
from the stated clerk of St. Lawrence
Presbytery, and a letter from the con-
vener of the Committee on vacant charges
and ministerial supply. Mr. Smith,
is brother of the Rev. J. K. Smith of
Halifax, N.S,, and though ordained to the
Ministry in the United States, comes
from Aberdeen, Scotland. His arts course
was taken at Marischal College, with one
session at HEdinburgh. The Presbytery
entertained his petition, and being satisfied
concerning his good standiug and attain-
ments, granted his request, feeling that in
Mr. Smith they have acquired an able and
devoted worker.

The Presbytery of Ottawais suffering
from the want of ministers, there being
no less than seven vacancies: Litchfield,
Ross, Richmord, Huntley, Mountain and
South Gower, Cumberland, Buckingham,
L’Orignal and Hawkesbury. In one of
these charges, Ross, there is maintained
by the cldars service on every Sabbath
unsupplicd by Presbytery. The appoint-
ments made for vacant charges was quite
a work of engincering skill. The ohject
sought to make the most of the limited
means at command was well attained,
fortnightly supply being granted to almost
every vacancy.

At 8 previous meeting of the Presby-
tery the following wminute was adopted in
reference to the lamented death of the
Rev. William McLennan:

That it is with feclings of deep solemnity the
Presbytery, assembled to-day for the &ur se
of ﬁmnting leave of absence to the Rev. William
MclLenpan, of L'Orignal and Hawkesbury,
realize that their short-sigbted designs for his
rest have been forestalled by the wise and, kind
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counsels of the Great Iead of the Chureh, who
bath removed him to the blessedness of the
eternal rest; and that with the same feelings

they realize that while this meeting is being!
hetd here the mortal remmins of their brother |

are being conveyed to the grave inanother part
of the Proviance. That it is with coutending
feelings of grievous sorrow and joyful hope the

Yredbytery has heard the sad tidings of his!

death; that with sorrow they regard their loss.
His taleuts, his sympathetic nature, his deep
feeling, his prudence, his genial bearing, and,
above all, his fervent picty and carnest desire
for the salvation of sou;s fitted him for the work

more than four years of his iucuxr?bcuby of
IOrigoal and Hawkesbury, his first and only
charge, be fulfilled most faitf)fnlly. That in the
mid-day of his life and successful in his Iabours,
the Presbytery entertained regarding bim the
brightest hopes. Called away so young, and
while just entering upon his harvesting, his

loss i3 severely felt and deplored, but that!

while sensible of the great want caused by his
removal, and while feeling deeply their bereave-
ment. they yet look forward with hope, expect-
ing that the uscfulness and influence of such
a character and life aud work shall not cease
at death, but continue to bring forth good and
blessed fruit.

At the close of one of his week-day ser-
vices, the Rev. Mr. Mullan, of SPENCER-
VILLE, was presented by the ladies of his
congregation with a purse of money and a
short address, expressing their high appre-
ciation ‘of his services and a desire for the
welfare of himself and his family. A very
short time previously Mrs. Mullan received
a similar token of respeet from another
part of the congregation, and these are
but instances of repeated acts of kindness
shown to the inmates of the manse by the
good people of Spencerville. At Forr
CoULONGE, in the same Presbytery, the
kind friends of the church the other even-
ing took the manse by surprise when the
Hon. George Bryson, in the name of the
congregation, presented their minister, the
Rev. Joseph Gandicr, with an excellent
fur cout and gauntlets, and Mrs. Gandier
with a well-filled purse. The church officer
too, it appears, was reminded of the im-
portance of his duties, and rewarded for
his fidelity by a valuable and seasonable
gift, from the ladies, of a comfortable over-
coat. And, again, at WESTMEATH, the
Koche Fendue branch of the congregation
preseoted their pastor, Rev. Alexander
Campbell, with a pair of superb buffalo
xobes, handsomcly trimmed, which we may
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also add were in addition to many acts of
private beneficence to their newly settled
minister from all parts of the congrega-
tion.

Tue PreSBYTERY OF PrrTH hield its
regular quarterly meeting in 8t. Andrew’s
Chureh, Carleton Place, on the 13th of
January. There was an average attend-
ance of members. ‘f'he business was chicefly
of a routine character, of which the Pres-

O e e work which. durine & little | bytery’s Home Mission formed a prominent
O e s ! “topic for discussion. The system hitherto,

and unavoidably, adopted of supplying the
mission fields during the summer months
by catechists, and leaving them almost
entirely destitute of ordinances during the
winter, was felt by all the members to be,
to a certain extent, a waste of energies,
and the attentior: of the Court was directed
to the desirability of endeavouring rather to
secure, for at least a portion of the exten-
sive field under their snpervision, perman-
ent supply, by a settled minister if possible,
or by an ordained missionary who should-
devote his whole time to the work. The
difficulty of finding * the right man™
scemed to be more an obstacle to the vig-
orous prosccution of the work than that of
supplying the means requisite for his
support.  Are there no young men in the
Church who with the self-denial of the
Master will volunteer for a short time at
all events to “ go work 7 in this destitute
vineyard, where souls are to be won for
Christ, and where the leve of many for
religious ordinances, from long neglect,
has become cold and cven dead. I itis
more casily reached than India or Japan,
and has much less romance about it, surely
such a mission as this should not on that
account be overlooked. Who will volun-
teer to head the forlorn hope? Dr. Bain,
the cierk of the Presbytery, will be glad
to communicate with applicants; and to
furnish all needful information. The Pres-
bytery agreed to overture the Synod for
the passing of a statute to regulate the
clection of its Moderators, by placing the
nominations for that office in the hands of
Preshyteries, instead of leaving it as at pre-
sent to the College of Ex-moderators, the
nominations to be made at the first meeting
of Presbyteries after the rising of the Synod
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and the results to be immediately communi-
cated to the Clerk of Synod. The ex-
pediency of conducting a regular system

f Presbyterial visitations in each congre-
gation of the bourds next engaged the at-
tention of the Court, and was argued at
length. The mind of the Presbytery seem-
ed to be in fuvourof adopting the proposal,
but inasmuch as the annual missionary
meetings for this year have already been
held, and in view of the difficulty of a full
attendance otherwise than in connection
with these meetings, it was agreed to post-
pone further action in the meantime. The
Missionary meetings, the last of which was
held at Carleton Place, on the evening of
the Presbytery meeting, were reported to
have been largely attended, and the col-
lections in excess of former years. A cor-
respondent who, in company with the de-
putations, made the rounds,of the Presby-
tery, visiting every charge with the ex-
ception of Lanark and Middleville and
Dalhousie—which had previously held
their meetings—speaks in the highest t rms
of the prosperous condition of the Church
in this scction of the country; of the
cvident devotion of the ministers to
their work, and of the increasing in-
terest of the people in all that per-
tains to the comfort of their pastors and
the creditable support of ordinances gen-
erally.

We have before us printed congregational
reports from Almonte and Renfre: which
afford satisfactory evidence regarding these
churches respectively. In ALMONTE the
nuwber of fawmilies in connuvction with the
chureh is 136, and of communicantson the
roll, 212. During the last 15 mouths
eighty new names have been addzd while
eleven have been removed, leaving a net
increase of 69. The Sabbath-school has 65
names on the roll, and the Bible clasg, 54.
A meeting is held every Friday evening in
the church, for thestudy of the Scriptures,
and a cottage meeting every Wednesday
evening for the same purpose, and both are
well attended. The Session bas under-
taken to supply every family and single
adherent with a copy of the Presbyterian
for 1874. As to finunces, they are looking
up. For the maintenance of ordinances
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and contingencies, the expenditure for the
year 1873 was about 1,300, whereof $900
for stipend—not including receipts from
the Sustentation Fuund. In addition to
this there seems to have been raised for
the schemes of the Church, $242; whereof
the Sustentation Fund received $100;
Widows' Fund, 820 ; Manitoba Mission,
815; French - Mission, $15; Bursary,

1 $25; Presbytery’s Mission, 820, &e., &e.

$210 have been raised towards procuring
an organ, and arrangements entered into
for the erection of a manse. Much of the
financial success is attributable to the per-
severing use of the schedule system. The
Report of McNaB anp Iorron deals
chiefly with the finances. The total re-
ceipts for 1873 arestated to be 81,294.53,
of which 8712.50 is credited to stipend,
and $215 to the various schemes of the
Chureh, including $27 for 90 copies of the
Presbyterian.  The excellent treasurer,
Mr. Robt. McLaren, earncstly and wisely
pleads for a general and cheerful aug-
mentation of the usual Subbath-day dollec-
tion as the readiest, most seriptural, and
therefore the best method of replenishing
the treasury, and makes graterul acknow-
ledgment of the ¢ ready mind ”’ already
exhibited in that direction as well as of
the increasing general interest in congrega-
tional matters. There are valuable lessons
for us all in the extracts which we have
given of these two carcfully prepared re-
ports.

In THE PRESEYTERY OF (GLENGARY
we are glad to report the opening of a fine
new chureh, named *“ St. Luke’s,” receutly
completed by the congregation of Fincy,
the more that we remember distinctly the
cold, comfortless, shabby appearaoce, io-
deed, of the old one. The new church we
are informed is built of brick ; its dimen-
sions are 48 feet by 35; it hus twelve
Gothic windows, and is surmouated by a
tower sixty feet in height. The entire
cost is $2,100, and it isalready liquidated,
or very nearly so, by the people themselves,
and that is something worth knowing. I
is computed to furnish accommodation for
300 worshippers, and was formally opened
on Sabbath, the 28th December, when the
Rev. Neil MeNish, B.D., of Corawall,
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preached in Gaelic and English to large
audiences. Altogether, the appearance of
things is in the highest degrec hopeful
and satisfactory. A successful Christmas
re-union was held in the church, by means
of which a sufficient amount of money was
raised to decorate the pulpit and the space
in front of it. 'We sincerely congratulate
the minister and the people of Finch upon
the happy completion of what we must call,
in proportion to their ability, this great
work, and trust that it will long be a monu-
ment of their liberality and a rallying
point from which the Christian sympathies
of the congregation may go out and bless
the country side. It is worth mentioning
that a few members of the neighbonring
congregation of St. ' Matthew's, Osxa-
BRUCK, took occasion lately to recognize
the long continued and invaluable services
of their treasurer, Mr. I. R. Ault, by pre-
senting him with a handsome drawing-
room ornament, which, we feel sure, was
appreciated as we know that it was well-
merited.  OQur accounts from Cornwall
inform us that at a meeving convened for
the purpose of considering the basis of
union, the Kirk-session of St. John’s
church unanimously agreed to the same.
Ata subsequent meeting, the congregation
also resolved to adopt the basis and the
accompanyiog resolutions, one member
only having taken exception to theresolu-
tion regarding wmodes of worship, and
entered his dissent trom the finding. At
the same meeting it was resolved to pro-
ceed at once with the ercetion of a mumse,
and we make no doubt that it will be one
-worthy of such a congregation.

By appointment THE PRESBYTERY OF
MoNTREAL met at OrRMSTOWN during the
past month for the purpose of moderating
in a call to the Rev. David Morison.
The Reverend Gavin Lang preached
and presided. Ay we know the invita-
tion given to the minister elect to huve
been most cordial and unanimous, we con-
fidently anticipate that the .settlement
will be mutually advantageous to ali con-
cerned. HuNTIN3IDON is still vacant, far
too good a congregation to go a-bezging
for a minister. A site has been chosen
for the erection of a church at Point
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Fortune on the Nttawa in connection with
the congregation of CHATHAM AND GREN-
viLLE. Within the City of Montreal
there seems to be a determination to pro-
sccute Christian work on a scale com-
mensurate with its own rapid growth.
The congregation cf St. Andrew's Church
intend ilmmediately to take up a mission
in the east end, which their ample means
and their wealth of workers will enuble
them to establish firmly and prosecute
vicourously. The ladies of St. Paul's
Church have resolved to devote their
energies in the meantime to the erection
of & commodious and suitable building for
the accommodation of the large and pros-
perous Mission Sabbath School supported
by the young men of the congregation
near the Victoria Bridge. The teachers
and officers of St. Mark’s Sunday School
have decided, with the assistance of the
ladies of the congregation, to build a
suitable school-house on a vacant lot of
ground adjoining their church, and to aid
in this purpose intend holding a bazaar on
the 19th instant, towards which contrie
butions will be thankfully received. The
Kirk-session and Congregation have pro-
nounced in favour of the Union. The.
Anmnual Festival of the St. Andrew’s
Church Sunday School was held last
month, and was us usual very largely
attended. Mr. John L. Morris, the super-
intendent, occupicd the chair. The
report shewed 326 scholars on the roll,
with an average attendance of 228, The
missionary collections for the year amount-
ed to $185. The proceedings of the
evening were enlivened by readings, ad-
dresses, and musie, added to which was
a beautiful magic lantern exhibition.
The annual finaucial statement of the
session and trustees of St. Andrew’s
Church exhibits a total ircome of $11,-
088.22, of which $5,542 are the proceeds
of pew rents; the ordinary Sunday col-
lections amount in the aggregate to
$2,032.52, and the special collections
for the sclemes to $1,491. Oa the other
side we find there was paid for ministers’
stipend, $4.000 ;5 for theschemes as above
stated, 81,491; for organist’s salary, $700;
expenses of’ tne choir, $504.87; the care-
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taker’s sa]arj, $500 ; interest on dcbt Provinces—a man greatly beloved by
&C€00; the balance representing insurance, lus own people and by his brethren in
fuel, gas, repairs and other unavmdableithe ministry, at the sume tim® that he
v comingcnt expenses.  When all our large‘ was universally respected as an upright
and weulthy congregations shall bave re-{ Christian  gentleman.  He was in the
solved, as they no doubt will do before j prime of life, and leaves 2 widow and four
long, to expend as much for the propa«.:a-lhclplcas children unprovided for. We
tion of the gospel in destitute localities| know that the people of the neighbyurhood
outside of themseives, as they now do for | where he lived, and for whom he luboured,
their own benefit, the work of missions wiil i have already manifested their sympathy in
receive such an lmpetus as we dreamn not!a practical form, and that clsewhere this is
of. We are indcbted to a bird of p:xssagc} also beingdone.  In view of the peculiarly
for an itew of information from the city | distressing nature of the calamity; and of
of QUEBEC, namely, that the ladies of St.jwhat we “fear we must call the urgent
Audrew’s Chureh on a recent oceasion | necessities of the case, it occurs to us ‘that
prescuted their minister with a very fine} there may be among the members of our
jalpit gown in token of their grateful; own church, some who would esteem it a
esteemn and rogurd  for him. On the) privilege to contribute to the fund that
S.ubbath eveniae 1ollowing, at the close of , will be created for the education and
the service, Dr. Cook conveyed his ac- | mauintenance of the bereaved fawily.
keowledgment of the gift 1o a few words | There is no widows’ fund of the church to
of thanks, reciprocating the kind feelings|which Mr. Keay belonged from which his
of his people. and stating that « hough yufilicted family can hope to receive any
he tad thought the old gown might h'nc":sqcnncc whatever, Mr. James Riddell,
cutlusted the old rinister, it gave him jof Mentreal, bas kindly undertaken to re.
w:uch pleasure to accept the beaatiful new [ ceive contributions for the purpose pow
one. i referred to, and will transmit the same to
Tke numcrous fricnds of the Rev. W.. the proper quarter.
M. Black, of St Mark’s Charch, Mon-: Musquodobeit has at lensth secured an
treal, will be pleased to he:nr that after an* carnest and faithful pastor in the person
cxtensive and agreeable continental tour, jof the Rev. David Neish, and so the Pres
the Rev. gentleman has at length reached . bytery of Halifax has not now single
the “ Eteranal City.”  Of course we don’t, vacancy. Mr. Coull has been inducted
wean that he has * gauc aloft.” but oniy {to the charge of New Glasgow, where the
that he is at prevent in Rome. .\ shoitchurch has undergone extensive Tepairs.
time ago we heard.of Lis preaching for Ur.:Un his return from Newfoundland. the
Stewart of Leghorn, and cre this we may ; Rev. James F. Campbeli reccived a warm
be sure that he has become a living cp:s'.c wclcomc, and address, and a presentaiion
to the Romans. .of money from his congrgmtion. The
notes of his missionary cruise to Labrador
Tue MariTaue ProviNces.—Last, Coast, continued in last Kecwrd, arve ex-
monta’'s Jfleeord contains a notice of a cccdu)-r]y interesting.  Eight hundrcd
sad accident i)y which an excelicut miais- e ; Sabbath School children assembled in 8
ter of the gaspel, Rev. Peter Keay of the] Andrew’s Church. Halifsx, on New lc:u's
Revich Chuwich at &t Andrew's, New' Day, and had a * zood time.”
Brunswick, met a torribly sudden death. ;
It appezss that wlulc having waited some,  ('aNapa PrespyreRiax CuUicH.—
time at 2 railway siation for a train, on its? According to the annual rejort of Coié
arrival, by soine miskap, he slipped !ycncaux Street Clurch, Montreal, 70 names have
she wheds and was instantly Xilled—his | been added to the membership during the
head being completely severed from his{ year.  Financiaily the congregation is also
beds. Mr. Keay was clerk of the .Synodl in a highly flourishing coudxlxon a good
of the Church of Scotlsnd in the Lower! evidenee of which was the prcscnt,auon, at



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the annual meeting, made to the pastor, |
Rev. Dr. Burns, of 8860 dollars, accoma-
panied with the best wishes of the donors
for himself and family. It was resolved
to take steps for the crection of a new
church. The remit regarding the Union
of all the Presbyterian Churches was car-
ried uvanimously. The congregation of
Erskine Church have also, after a full and
free discassion, voted for the union on the
basis submitted to them. The Kirk ses-
sion and Congrczation of Knox Church,
Montreal have also voted for the union
cordially and unanimously The Rev. Alex-
ander Dawson has been inducted to the
charge of Beawmsville. The Presbytery of
Paris, after long and earnest reasoning,
approved of the basis of Union, as it stands,
by a vote ef twelve to ten—the discussion
was chicfly on the subject of the ‘¢ Head-
ship of Christ.” The DPresbytery of
London has recorded its vote against the
basis of Unionas a whole, the want of a
deliverance on the ¢ Headship” being
again the stumbling-block. In the Pres-
bytery of Stratford, the Assembly’s remit
anent Union was approved of by a vote of
scventeen for and one against it. The
Rev. Thomas McPherson, of Stratford,
has been nominated by several Presby-
teries as Moderatar of the next General
Assembly. At a full meeting of the Pres-
bytery of Cobourg, the Basis of Union
was adopted without a disscating voice.

SCOTLAND.
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Mr. Colville was presented by the Dake of
Buccleuch to the living of Canonbie, which
charge he continuoasly occupied from that date
up to the period of his decease. )

Dr. Watson has declined overtures made to
him by the Scnatus of Glasgorw Uaniversity, as
patrons of the parish of (tovan, to become
assistant and successor to Dr. Leishman, who
bolds the most valuable Charge in the Church
of Scotland. Although the feuing of the glebe
has brought up the stipend of the Pirst Charge
in Dundec to about £10090, it is understood that
of Govan amouants to half as much more, so that
the pecuniary temptation was very consider-
able, to say nothing of the honour of being
selected by such a body of patrons.

The new church which bas been built for Mr.
Knight by the congregation of St. Buochs,
Dundce, was opened on the 4th inst. The
opening services were conducted by Principat
Caird, of Glasgow, who said that although
Mr. Kuoight's philosophical aud theological
standpoint was not his own, he was all the
more disposed to discern in him that loyalty
and love of Christ which, and not theological
upanimity, was the true boud of Christian fel-
lowship, and to acknowledge him as a Chris-
tisn brother and friecnd. Thealernoon services
were conducied by the Rev. Mr. Knight ; and
the ecvening scrvices by the Res. Mr. Brown,
Pasley.  Tue collection, amountad together to
£337 145, 1044,

The death is announcd of the Rev. Duncan
M=theson, of the Pree Churcy, Gairloch. At
the timo ol th> Disraption Mr. Matheson held a
charge in the Lanizaher - he distinguished him-
self by the earncstncss of his preaching; and
havinz cast his 1ot with the Feee Church, be
was shorily afierwsards appointed miaister of
Gairloch, one of the largest coagrezadons in
any rumal district in the [Mighlands. As a
Garlic preacher, undersinading the thoughts

;and feelings of his hearers, Mr. Matheson hiad

few equals, and his influcaze oser the people
was almost unbounded.

The movement to ercet a monument in

jmemory of the latc Deaa Ramsay has now

We are indebied toonr valuable enntem- « taken a definiie shape. The committee of

porary, the ScOTTISH AMERICAN, for the
following items of ccclesiastical intelli-
gence.

The conprregation of the sccond charpe at
Campbeltown, vacant by the translation of;
Rev. Mr. Cameron to Danoon, bave .-cqucslcd‘
the Dake of Argzll, as patron, 1o preseat the
church 1o the Rev. George W. Strang, M.A
Marirrs Chureh, Paisley.

it

;in

geatlemen who wereappminted Ly camty out the
ohjecy, it may bementionnd, ¥ pegari it «s mast

)kccpixw with the freling of resprct and affec-
tion gencrally cateriained loxards the late
Dsaa Ramsay that the memonal to be erected
shaull be n recumbent life-cze statue of the
D=an, th be cxecuied in marble bz Mr. Jha
Steel, RS, A, and plaxd within 2 canopy or
shrine of an ornameatal charscter, 1o be de
sigaed by Mr. William Barges, architect, loa-
don; the memosicl beariag sach an inseriplion

The death is annoanced of the Rev. George | as <hali set forth the resgons which led o its
Colrille, of Cancabie. He was the only son;csvcton, and cnsare the perpeiuation of the
of the Iate Dr. Colville, minister of Bewth, aad ! Doan’s mematy in connection with the city in
was cduckted st the Glasgow Caivessity. Iie | which he lived. It is farzher proposed that the
wwas for some tlime assistant to the late Prin-; monument be placed on ths Tacknt space at
cipal Macfarlane, minister of the High Church, ' the north-cast comner of ths grmunids of Su
Glasgow, daning which pasiod be distingaished | John's Chared, jamallel to the mdling rauning
himsclf as an active promoter of primary rda- {along Princes street, as this «ite appears 10 be
catioa amoug the poor of Glasgow. In 1§54, wmost in kKeeping with the general characler of
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the memorial, and mest appropriate. frowm its |
connection with the place in which the Dean so*
long and beneficially laboured. and as it willi
there pccupy @ prom:nent public positivn 1o the
Cil}'." .
Recently, at the Presbytery of Glacgow, Mr.
Willinm Wallace, clder, Kirkinti loch, callel
att~ution to the report of Principal Caird’s ser-
mon on Unbelief which recently appeared in
7 ke Glesgow News.  He asked when the Very
TRev. Principal had last signed the Standards
and Formularies of the Clurch of Scotlaud:
and the Clerk (Dr. Smith) replied that he had
aoene so when he was appointed to the Chair of
Divinity in the Universiiy of Glasgow Mr.
Wa'lace thea gave notice that he wauld, at
next meeting of Preshyiery, formaiiv ¢l atten-
tion to the sermon preached by Prin jual Caird
at Throx U. P. Church, and at Mr. Knight's
church in Dundee «n Sunday last, :u ask the
Preshytery to do what they may think right,
just, and proper in the preinises to themselves,
Dr. Caird, and 1the Charch o Scotlavd.  The
q.cst on then srose whether Prinaipal C:ird
was o member of Presbytery in virtue of his
«ffice as Priucipal of the University: and a
Committee was anppointe’, by the unanimo. s
a-sent of the Pr sbytery, to ascertain ibke Juw
on this subject, aud report to the next ordimary
meeting ot Pre-bytery on $th February.
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congregations who cannot literally comply
with this, will furnish their returns up to
the date of their own financisl year. It is

; carnestly hoped that these returns will be

made out and transmitted to the Convener
with as little delay as possible. The infor~
mation asked for is of a kind that any
well-ordered eongrezation ought to Le able
to ive at a duy’s notice.

SCHEDNCLES FOR THE ScHEMES. —
Blank furms will be forwarded on.apph-
cation, fice of charwe, to congregations
that have adapted or who wish to adopt,
the Sehedule: System of colection for th
Schemes—i system which, wherever 1t L
been intraduced and perseveringly fol
lowed up, has proved itself incomparabiy
the most successful plan that has yet ben
devised for the furtherance of systensatic
an ¢ sustained liberul.ty in this regaurd.

ToxeNs ror THE CouwmusioN.—In
answer to several cnguiries, we beg 10
sty that the expense of procuring a die for

metakiic tokens puts it out of our power to

The Schemss.

To CoRRESFONDENTS.

The accumuiation of ariginal matier in our
1 aids compels us o hold over severnl valuable
articles, awong which are biographical sketches
of Rev-dir. Beil and Judge Logic; and other
Japers.

STATITICS.— The usual forms huve been
sent to =il the inisters of the Cuurch
and to the clders of vacant congremations,
where their addresses are kuown, with a fow
cxtra copies ta the clerks of Presbyterien.
who are particularly noquested to iuteresy
themselves in procuring as much informa-
tion as they may be able to obtain from
the Mission Stations within their bounds.
It i< hoped that this intination is ali that
is needed to sccure the prompt attentinn
of the office-bearers of the Chureh to this
very imporiant departisent of its work.
The imperfeet, and. conscquently, unsatis-
factory, naturce of our =mnual reports on
statistics in the past, is not ereditable to
us and we do hope that the next ane will
be full and accurate.  {t is to be under-
stood that the information naw asked for
relates o tie calendar year 1873, and that

supply small orders for them. Butif all

"the Congregations who are desirous of

ohtaining them will carrespund with us on
the subjeet, and a sufficient number make
application to warrant the first outlay (of
about §50) we shall be happy to make
armngements to supply the wants of all.
The price at which they may thus be
furnished will not probubly exceed §5 per
ioo.

Qreex’s CollrGr LECTURESHIPS.—
Wec understand that Dr. Bell has nearly
compicted his course of lectures to the
the olagical students of Queen's Cellezeon
Science and Revelation, and we believe
that they have been very highly appre-
cinted. The seeond special course, o be
gciven by Dr. Jenkins, will commence

uring the present month on Pastoral
Theoloyry, a subject which the reverend
ecturer’s large experience and well known
abilities will render him peculiarly fitted
to treat of in a practical and instructive
manner. It is gratifying to anncenee
that the Convener of the Lectureship
Commiitee sees his way clearly in regard
to defraying the trifling outlay involved in
this very important and valuable addition”
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to the ordinary curriculum of study in
our \Jniversity. Intending contributors
are requested to remit as soon as conve-
nient to Mr. N, J. McGillivray, Montreal.

Howe Missions i the Presbytery of
Toronto.  Mr. Wm. Mitchell, the Trea-
surer, acknowledges $246.74 as the con-
tribations from eighteen congregations
during the year 1873. More than one-
third of this sum was paid by a single
‘congregation, that of St. Andrew’s Chuuch,
Toronto. The following is the Convener’s
Report for 1873:

In submitiing the accompanymng financial
statement of the Presbytery’s Home Missioz, the
Committee have pleasure in recording that the
past year has been one of prosperiiy, and that
the blessing of God has largely rested on the
labours of the young men employed a3 Mission-
aries. The reports presented to the Presbyiery
from time to time have been in the maiu en-
couraging.

Arthur was occupied by Mr. John F,
‘Brown during the latter part of 1872 and the
be%inning of 1873. He was succeeded by Mr.
Johnson, a Princeton student, who labourcd
with much acceptance during the summer
months. The vacant charge of (uledon and
Mono was supplied for a few weeks hy the Rev.
Hugh Gray, from May to September by Mr.
James CLambers, and for the rest of the year
bg' Mr. Angus Crawford. The people showed
their appreciation of the services of the two last
named by paying, with a trifling exception, the
full amount of the remuneraton promised by the
Presbytery. It is much to be desired that this
large charge should not remain much longer
“without a settled pastor. The stations of New
Lowell, Glencairn and Bonnytown were put
under the charge of Mr. W. A. Lang, a dis-
tinguished graduate of Queen’s College, with
very satisfactory results. Through theliberality
of Robert Hay, Esq., Toronto, and the personal
efforts of a member ot his family in securing
-contributions among the people of New Lowell,
-and from friendsin Toronto, a handsome church
has been for some time in course of erection at
New Lowell, and is now approaching comple-
tion. The Rev. Francis Fraser has been labour-
mﬁip this ifld since Mr. Lang’s departure.

will be noticed that the statement of re-
ceipts doés not include the amounts paid to the
Missionaries by the people amongst whom they
laboured, as these did not pass through the
.treasurer’s hands.

There are eigkt congregations within the
‘bounds of the Presbytery, having settled pastors,
from which'no contribution to the Home Mission

und was received during the past year. It is
-hOPed‘that the members of these churches will
en &yge their liberality this year, so that, if
possible, fresh ground may be broken and the
work of ministering to the spiritually destitute
-4l our doors may be prosecuted with greater
vigour.
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ManitoBA MissioN.—Latest advices

' from Manitoba inform us of the arrival of

the Rev. W. C. Clarke at Winnipeg, who
immediately eutered upon his work by
supplying the Church in “ the city,” and
attending to the weekly prayer meeting,
and young' people’'s class in Sabbath
School.  This ‘particular distriet is‘now
pretty well supplied, but new settlements
are constantly springing up—indeed for
years to come this whole Prevince will be
but a missionary field, requiring, where
80 many interests and nationalities meet,
much caution and prudence in laying the
foundations of its religious and educa-
tional institutions. We observe that three
Klders, Messrs. McVicar, McArthur and
Patterson, have been elected and ordained
for Winnipeg congregation. The names
of Governor Morris and Mr. MeMicken,
who have f risome time been ¢ acting
Elders ” 01 e congregation, are not
wentioned u  gtheappointments. Pro—
bably thya oy have been previously
received into the Bldership of the Church
in Manitoba, if not, we cannot help think-
ing that a serious oversight has been made
at the ontset.

,

REV. FRANCIS NICOL.

[The following interesting sketch of Mr. Nicol's
ministerial career, kindly furnished by one who
knew him long and well, was intended to fo'y
low the reference made to his' lamented death in
a previous issue, Though it came too late for
ingertion then, it will be read with equal interest
now by the. numerous friends of the deceased
—ED. PRESBYTERIAN.]

“ Mr. Nicol was born in the old town
Scotland. At a very early age he entered the
University of Glasgow. His last session, that
of 1844-5, was my first. On the closing day of
it in the Common Hall of the old Colle , 1
remember well, he wasg resxeatedly called u
amidst the plaudits of fellow students wit
whom he wag a favourite, to receive from the
Professors- the distinctions he had won in the
classes he attended. The next time we were
together was at Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, in the autumn of 1854, when he came
thither to be married to a member of my con-
gregation, now a widow. Ig the interval, after
obtaining license, he acted for a short tite as
assistant to the late Dr. Barr of 8t. Enoch’s
Church and parish, Glasgow. He then obtained
an appointment from the Colouial Committee of

of Ayr,
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the Church of Scotland as a missionary to
Nova Scotia, chiefly with the view of assisting
the ministers in Halifax, the late venerable
Messrs. Scott and Martin. While there he
sought and received ordination from the Pres-
bytery of St. John, New Brunswick, there being
no Presbytery of the Church at that time in
Nova Beotia. The charge of St. Andrew’s
Charch, Newfoundland, becoming vacant, he
was called to itand continued its incambent for
about nine years, ministering with much accep-
tance to a congregation unavoidably small, but
much attached to its tor. The climate of
Newfoundland and the isolated character of his
position, particularly in a clerical point of view,
were unsuited {0 a man of his temperament, and |
finding himself affected adversely, he resigned
and went to Britain for s short time. A% the
cloge of his visit to the old countgy he received
from the Colonial Committee an appointment
a8 an ordained missionary within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Hamilton, Upper Canada.
-He srrived at Hamilton on 9th November, 1858,
and on the 15th of the following month was
transferred to the Presbytery of London. On
the 22u0d of December, in the year after, he was
» inducted to the pastoral charge of the congre-
igation at London. The condition of this charge
when Mr, Nicol went to London was far from
inviting. The number who professed to be in
connection with the- Church of Scotland was
very small, and made no pretensions to social
influence. By s rtevent decision in the law
courts their property had beeome hopelessly
alienated. The circumstances altogether were
such that almost any minister might have been
eagily dissuaded from forming a pastoral con-
nection with it. But Mr. Nicol's courageous and
self-sacrificing spirit was equal to the occasion,
and from the first, taking a deliberate view of
the position in all its aspects, he was very san-
guine as to the future.” The Mechanic’s Hall
was engaged for Sabbath day services, but it
“soon became apparent that if any real progress |
was to be made a church must he erected )
Thoroughly convinced of this himself, Mr. Nicol,
by his earnestness in the matter
working up his little flock to the measure of )
belief and zeal needful for action. The views of
his managers expanded until they even sur-
passed hig own, for while he felt that a res-
pectable building was necessary, they advocated
the adoption of plans for one -which by its mag-
nitude and architectural character, involved a
formidable. expenditure.. Although he knew
that the labour ot collecting ‘funds would fall
chiefly upon him, he yielded to their wishes, and
forthwith commenced a wisitation of such con-
gregations within the bounds of the Synod as
were likely to contribute. He even spent nine
months in Heotland in the prosecution of his
mission. It wag g most laborious and haragsin
business, but he pever faltered or desponded.
In 1860 the Church was opened under the name
of St. Jamew's, #It cost—minus the spire—
$10,000.” It was burdened with a heavy debt,
In 1866 after successive reductions it amounted
16 $3,000, but systematic and successful exer-
tions were made to cancel it, All thia time,

succeeded in |
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with a self-denial that few would care toimitate,
Mr. Nicol was contented with a very limited
income. During the greater part of his incum-
bency the population of London was pubject to
mauch flactuation, and in consequence, although
many excellent families joined the congregation
from time to time, their connection with it was
only temporary, terminating usually by their
removal to other places. This bad a very dis~
couraging effect upon the minister, but his faith
failed not. He felt satisfied that he had made
sure of a position for his church in an impor-
tant wegtern centre. With better times the in-~
dustrial condition of London would be more
settled; and, if not in his hands, the congrega-
gaﬁon would become strong aud prosperous.
ince then & marked improvement has taken
lace, and the growth of the congregation has
en such a8 to require additional sitting accom-
modation. It may, however, be safely said that
hut for Mr. Nicho!l' there would bave been now!'
no charge in London in connection with the
Church of Scotland. By and by his health
gave way in a manner gremonitory of hig last
illness. Findini himself unable for the duties
of the charge he demitted it on the 18th of
November, 1868. The writer is aware that this
step was preceded by a great mental struggle,
aud was taken with much solicitude and many
inquiries a8 to the practicability of obtaining a
suitable successor. He lost no time in repairing
to the Gulf shore of New Brunswickin the hope
of thoroughly recruiting his health. After spend-
ing about nine months 8t Newcastle, not in idle-
ness for he officiated regularly to the congrega-
tion there, then vacant by the death of Dr.
Henderson, he returned to Ontario very much
improved in health, and with a greatly strength-
ened desire to lahour devote ly, a8 he said
himself, #“a few years more for the good of
souls.” The Colonial Committee had always
had great confidence in him, and on- his case
being represented to them, they at once placed
him again on their list of missionaries, leaving
the choice of a field very much to himself. He
offered his gervices to the Presbytery of Toronto,
and it was while on duty within its bounds, at
a distance from his family, that he was sud-
denly disabled by a paralytic stroke—the com-
mencement of that protracted illmess and
graduai enfeeblement dm-in%1 which his spirit
was graciously matured for the higher ministry
on which he has entere
Mr. Nicol was indeed a whols-souled man.
In this lay his strength ; from this also came a
seeming weakness. Once committed to any
undertaking which he deemed important, every
thought, feeling, and line of action becams
subordinate and anxiliary to it. For the time
being, to those who understood him not he ap-
peared 10 be & man of one predominant idea and
purpose. While he was engaged in the collec~
tion of subscriptions for his church at London,
gou might suceed in drawing him off fora little
y the introduction of one or other of the many
subjects on which he was & genial conversa-
tiopalist, but he soon returned to his empbatic
declaration of throwing in upon London a suf-
ficiency of money to stimulate the work of
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building. So it was with hymnology. His
interest in this subject, for the mastering of
which he had the requisite knowled%e and’l
taste, was an urtenge enthusiasm. I shall never
forget a few evenings spent with him at Lon-
don, along with another clergyman, amidst a
heap of hymn bgoks of all kinds, when the
compilation for the Synod was on bis bands.
His disquisitions on the principles by which
selections should be determined, the law of
adaptation to Presbyterian congregations which
should be strictly adhered to, and the merits or
demerits of particular hymns—their length,
rythm, phraseclogy, and sentiment—made us
forget the lapse of time and carried us uncon-
scionsly far into the morning. There can be no
question that to him, more than to any other
man, the Church is indebted for the quict and
Jjudicious course it has taken in relation to
bymnology, and few, if any, know how great
were the improvement and comfort which he
derived from his studies in connectiovre’ with
it, .S

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY."

. The following Sermon is one of three, preached
in a prominent City Church, on this important
subject. The other two were on ¢‘ the necessity
of an increased number of Ministers,” and * the
part which the Membership of the Church might
take in helping to fill up the ranks of the
Ministry of the Church.”
‘“ Who is willing
day unto the Lord, ?
1 Chronicles xxix. 5-(last clause.)
I

propose taking up the guestion :
“ What kind of men are required for the
Christian Ministry ?” May the Holy
Spirit Himself enlighten us on a subject
of such grave and momentous importance |

1t may be assumed, without dwelling

to consecrate his service this

fication.

upon it, that very few, if any, would think
of filling the office of a Clergyman, or be|
thought of to fill it, who are not Chris-!
tians 7in the highest sense. The cases
must be very rare, in the present day, of
men who turn to it, as a man would turn
to business or to trade, for a livelihood.
Considering the poor pecuniary provicion
for the support of ministers, and the com-
paratively small number of prizes within
their reach, there seems nothing temporal

to induce any one to adopt the Ministry |so vn.
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desire to obtain a commanding posaition:in
which to address and' sway - their fellows
to their own gratifieation. It o185 o1,
however, worth-while making movre than
a passing allusion to those exceptional
classes who, if not' restrained from carry-
ing out their purpose by the long and, in
many respeets, irksome training demanded
by the Church, will inevitably be eventu-
ally brought to their level by the discern-
ment and contempt of all- rightly-con-
ditioned people. As a rule, we may safely
take it for granted that those who enter-
tain the idea of devoting themselves to the
Christian Ministry do so with a profound
conviction of its Divine institation, its
weighty responsikilities; and the need of
being aided by grace and strength: from
above, N T o

There' is no use spending time. in ‘in-
sisting upon the importance of this fore—
most, I might call it fundamertal; quali-
We will rather endeavour to
realise some of the lesser but, in their own
way, indispensable requisites, the posses-
sion of which goes to make a useful
Clergyman. And, this line of thought
branches out in two directions; our en-
quiry embracing : I, the period at which
the choice of the Ministry g8 a profession
falls to be made, and II, the period during
which it is to be exercised. ,

I. With regard to the choice of the
Mibistry as-a profession, a man should,
before giving himself to preparation for
that office, be reasonably satisfied that he
is suited for it. ~

Character and temperament .are very
different in different people. We haveall

‘our ‘separate idiosynorasies which point to

separate paths.and careers. One prefers a
military or ses-faring life, another the
practice of medicine or law, another the
study of Science or Philosophy, another
elementary teaching, another farming, and .
I have no doubt that almost every

as his life-work. The only persons be- |one of those persons could school himse

sides who, without love to God and maun-
kind, might venture upon a step so0 solemn
are, on the one hand those who do it with-
out reflection or, on the other hand, those
who, with ample private means and great
natural cndowments of speech and mind,

into something like an .adaptation-to.one
of the other modes of living and doing.- Phe
process and ordeal to be undergome, in
order to effect such a revolution, might be
very severe; but the thing could be done,

' There is not, however,he same likelihood
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of success in any attempt to, as it were,
force a change from one’s natural inclina-
tion for geculur pursuits to application to
those which are sacred. It would, at all
events, be a dangerous experiment to try.
Of all the employments available for a
man, that of the Ministry of the Church
most claims a previously felt fitness in
those who contemplate adopting it. I do
not £o much mean a fituess as to talents
as a feeling to which the name of ““ a call
is often given. Mere ability can be ac-
quired very much more easily than suita-
bility. The tasks prescribed at a Colleze,
and what are known as ¢ the trials” of a
Probationer before a Presbytery or a
Bishop, entail no greater gifts than plod-
ding and perseverance—no examiner in
cither the University or the Church ex-
pects more than a moiety of those who
pass through his hands to display, at these

prchmumry stages, any extraordinary
geaius.  And, as to the work of the Min-
istry, it may as well be openly and can

didly acknowledzed, that the general ex-
pectation of :mythm«v very startling in the
originality of pulpit, or the effect of pn-
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may have than upon the amount of his
mental capability.  How do his predilec-
tions run? Kven Divine Grace is not
pledeed so to twist a man’s taste as to
make him enter into a work to which he
has no natural drawing. God does not
need to go out of His way to create mi-
nisterial supply. Ife has abundance of ma-
terial out of which to fushion ¢ ministers
of is that do llis pleasur..” But who
are these? :

‘This question at once suggests an en-
quiry coucerning clerical duty—of what
sort itix? In brief outline, it has been
thus defined: —*“ to pre.nch, to teach, to
exhart, to visit the sick, to care for :md
promote and, if necessary, tooriginate the
institutions of which a parish stands in
need, . . . .. aud in 3 word cverything
that can humanise or improve the position

e, of the population at large. A Clergyman’s

day is never his own. [t is cut up by
small Iuterruptions into all manuer of
pieces, and is open to calls of all kinds
which can hardly be reduced to system.
He has to setide a vast number of ques
tions. There is probably no walk of life

vate, ministrations is uot pitched too high. ! which has been more deeply influenced by
It has been remarked of the Church of | the pushing character of the aze. It aj-
England that “the life of a Parish’pears to be thought almost indispensable
Clergyman affords little seope for xevere | that a good Clerayman should be engage |
intelicctual training.  Thercis hardly any jin a whole aetwork of schemes for the
profession—certainly no liberal profession !wcnor.n] Tmprovement of the parish in which
—which makes sueh small demands on [ he lives.” 1t is quite clear that from the
the mere intellect, tne power of thinkineg ' performance of this roand of engagements
and weighing arguments. A man with, many would constitutionally recoil. 1t
quick sympmtlm;Q Lusiness-like habits, is as clear that an equal number, caleu-
and some power of expression has pretty . lated to shine in other spheres, are desti-
nearly all the intellectual gifts that 'm'tuu. of the peculiar qualities which one
average Clergyman requires. e never: qhnu]i have in this. To the great m--
has anything hard to learn at any period | jority, while frequently unmereiful when
of his life. The greatest intellectual task j these are not properly attended to by those

that a (,Icrgym'm has to perform—in fact
the only one whick requires anything
beyond gentlemanly tact and kindly ﬁ.cl-
ing—is the compasition of his sermons.’

These observations apply, to some ex-

who have undertaken them, the occupa-
tions of a Minister wounld be both burden-
some and tiresome. But there are some
to whom they must bcmtcueel) congenial.
The generous soul who, in m.x!\uw his

tent, to our own Churcn, although she bas| choice of a profession, does not first ask

always exacted more scholastic discipline
and attaimient than the sister Church.
The consideration, theretore, of suitable-
ness for the office of the Ministry turrs
more upon the disposition ¢r biasa m.n

¢what remuneration in money shall [get 7',
but does first ask ¢ how cav I best scrve
God and my generation 7", will ever pat
'that of a Christian Mlmst,er above alt
“others; and if| in addition to this estimate
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of its superiority, he is conscious of having
correct jadgment and good feeling, there
is every reason why he should embrace it.
I know that such a man can be of im-
mense use, even spiritually, in the walks
of ordinary life—the sailor, the soldier,
the physician, the lawyer, the merchant,
the mechanic, the lowliest labourer, who
is pious and prudent, can do much, some-
times more than Ministers, for Christ and
Christianity. But, without instituting
comparisons and having respect to the
‘subject now more immediately before us,
¢ yet show I unto you a morc excellent
‘way.” Every man is bound to turn his
gifts to the best account. If these are;
‘suited to the Christian XMinistry, the obli-
:gation, 1f not even necessity, is laid upon |
him to consecrate them to the service of
iChrist in His Church—so to do is to fol-
Jow the lead of the purest and loftiest am-

4

ibition.

IT. With regard to the exercise of the
Christifin ministry, a Clergyman, if he
would fulfil his true mission, must be both
Apostolic and Human.

1. Arostroric.—I take this word, be-
cause it conveuiently groups the prominent
spiritual characteristics which mark a
really successful Minister. As Christ
Himsclf is the model teacher and man, so
is apostles are the model Ambassadors of

the Cross. Foilowing in their footsteps,
Clergymen should be, for one thing, Cutlo-!
lic. The cfforts which the Apostles made |
were not in the interest of a scet—their
platform had nothing of the dcnomiuzx-‘
tional about it. They left ali that to these |
iamong their countrymen who, while % ear-
Ang broad phylacteries, had barrow souls.
"The Religion they sought to promote was,
like its Founder, world-wide in its sym-
pathy—aunlike Judaisw, its opponent, it
did not coufine its home and heaven to a|
sclect pumber and small space.  Have we!
not, in this, a significant rebuke to the
Church of Christin the present day, which
1s so tenacious of its party shibboleths—
o wrapped up in its inordisate conceit of
mere systems of Church-government as to
wmake it an inficitely casier thing to bring
the worshippers of any one of these into a

14
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Union of rivalry and antagonism to the rest,
than all into one Comprehensive Union

agrainst the common eneimnies of the common
Master ? We want Ministers in the Church

who are larze in their ideas of the reach of
the Church’s possibility of love and work—
who, if the even widest area cannot be
grasped, strike for something grander,
more Imperial,than the paltry battle-ground
of mere sectaries. The Keelesiasticism we
kunow is the growth of a noxious weed,
which creptinto the @arden of Christianity
after the times of the Apostles. If we
would rise to the conception embodied in
the Creed which we all sub-cribe, & the
Holy Catholic Church,” we must go back
to the ways and breadth of those who
drank their inspiration, and imbibed their
wisdom, at the very fountain-head—who
were taught to pray,not ‘the kingdom come,

the will be done, of Presbytery or Episco-
pacy or Mcthodism or any other Ism’ but
¢ Qur Father which art in Ileaven . . .

Thy Kingdom come, 7%y will be done on
carth as it is in Heaven.” The world 1s
sorely lacking in spirituzl guides of the
stamp of the single-eyed, whole-souled St.
Paul who, amid the surrounding clamor of
division and the unscemly strife of prose-
lytism, published as his watch-word to
friends,and his challenge to foes, in Corinth
the sublime declaration, “1 determined
not to know anything among you save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” He
fully recognised the need of regular and
regulated Christian organisation—his “care
of all the Churches™ was constant and
anxious. So, too, the modern Clergyman
must belong to some Communion, and his
attachment to it ought to be intelligent
and firm.  But all such combinations of
fuliible men sre but as scaffolding, by the
help of which the great temple of souls
can be more casily reared ; or as a shelter,
behind which the runparts of sin and
Satan can be more effectually sapped and
undermined. The truly Catholic spirit
wiil be ever spurning the boundaries of
mere individual Churches, and launch out

into the great decp beyond. To him “ the
ficld is the world.” But, taking the
Apostlesas patterns, Clergymen should be,
for another thing, faithful. < Holy bold-
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uess’” in preaching the Gospel, and enfore-
ing its_precepts, was onc of the most mark-
ed features of the carly Church. There
was, it is true, trouble about such vexed
points as the propriety of partial conform-
ity to Jewish customs and the circumeision
ot Gentiles ; and, outof that trouble, ther.
arose guilty trimming and temporising.
But the evil was only short-lived ; and the
very men, who had been, for the momeunt,
tewpted to swerve from obedience to the
wind of Christ, became afterwards the
most fearless in  their witness-bearing,
There is a dignity, not much re-produced
siuce, in the very diplomacy which so dis-
tinguished St. Paul—no cringing, no shuf-
fling, no manceavring, no plotting, no
walking behind masks to conceal real sen-
timent and design. In this, he and the
rest of the Apostles left an example to all
who were to succeed them. The cause of
Christ claims, as it deserves, the advocacy
of courageous, manly, and straightforward
Ministers—Ministers of the type of John
Kuox, who feared not the fice of man,
and dared, without being disloyal to his

Sovercign, loyally to rebuke and warn her! P

in the midst of crimes and follies—Minis-
ters who, in the exposition of doctrine and
morals, can speak the language of honesty,
whether it be palatable to the majority or
not—Ministers who can stand hard knacks
and withstand the unreasounableness of un-
reasonable men—Ministers who can appeal
from the dictates and dogmas of intoler-
ance ““ to the law and to the testimony "—
Ministers who consult principle more than
expediency. But again, imitating the
Apostles, Christian Ministers should be
loving. Perhaps there is no trait which
should be so conspicuous in the clerical
character as this. An affectionate tone
ought to characterize every message and
dealing; the most uncompromising as well
as the most soothing. St. Paul; writing
in one of his epistles of the very Judgment
day, sums -up his argument in these re-
markable words, ¢ Knowing, therefore, the
terror of the Lord we persuade men”—in
his mouth, or on his pen, even judgment
is tempered with mercy. The two clements
are not incompatible—they are handmaids
in the same Divine economy. ¢ In the hand
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of the Lord there is a ecup,” one cup; hut.
as we look into it, we see two ingredients
mingled, and from Apostolic lips a voicc
comes to ug, saying, “ behold the goodness
and severity of God.”” Men of God must

| be of the spirit of God,—* God is love.”

Priests of the great High Priest must be,
as He was, full of compassion—* for we
have not an High Priest which cannot be
touched with the fecling of our infirmi-
ties.” <« The Lord is very faithful and of
tender mercy.”” “ Let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing”—this
admonition applies, very especially, to those
who a2 set in the watch-towers of Zion.
If to them to live, not less to them to love.
is Christ.

2. Uumax. — A Clergyman, to be
in his right place, must bo practical, and
observe all persons and things from a
human, as well as divine, standpoint—the
most human being whoever trod the carth
was also a Divine being. The Xead
of the Church was Himself a man.
I may Le wiong, but it has often ap-
cared to me that the complaints of the
falling off of the influence of the Clergy, of
which we hear so much, are to be traced
partly to the circumstauce that there is
now less in common,than formerly, between
them and their flocks.

True, there are few in the com-
munity who have so much to do with
people’s homes as a Minister—he is
brought into contuct with all ages and
rapks. Baptisms. marriages, burials, sick-
nesses bring him into privileged connection
with both the hiving and the dead of the
various families of his parishioners. So
also with the holiest of the sacraments
and ordinances of the Church. The
same hands which dispense the Lord's
supper to the pauper, sitting next to
the communion table, dispense it to ¢ the
Queen's most excellent Majesty "—neither
in the Sanctuary mnor with God is
there any respeet of persons. The Clergy-
man is the peer, the father, and the
brother of all in his parish.

And yet, is it not too often the case
that there is no bond between him and
the happicst moments and movements of
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his psople ? Much of their enjoyment is
even, so to speak, under his ban. He
declaims agsinst many of the recreations
for which they care most. Whether he
realises it or not, he has planted a wall of
partition between them and him ; so that,
whep he is with them, some occurrences
in the household, which were to its in-
mates a source of pleasure, are prosoribed
subjects of conversation. There is no
disguising it, not a few of the most
cherished social habits, in which the Mem-
bership of the Church indulge, are posi-
tively denrounced by a large portion of the
Clergy. You ask, why is this so ? T am not
sure that Ican, or would if I could,
answer. I will not be cither an excuser or
an accuser of brethren. I simgly mention
the fact to coable me to say, with more em-
phasis, that it must be better, for thesake
of the interests nearest to his heart, that
the C'ergyman have, or express, ro extreme
views which shut him ous from the frankest
confidence of his parishioners. He must
be decided and consistent, not spesking
smooth things to gloss over sin—when it
is with him, as with Peter and John, whom
the Jews ¢ commanded to speak not at all
or teach in the name of Jesus,” he must
be ready with the retort, ¢ whether it be
right in the sight of God to hearken unto
you more than to God, judge ye.”” But
he can, withal, have much fellowship with
other men—he is himself only a man.
There is no figure which stands out so by
itself in the foreground of Old Testa-
ment history as the Tishbite prophet, but
the New Testament tells us that ¢ Elias
was a man subject to like passions as we
are.”  What passes current as the world
is the better of all the light and guidance
which the Church can impart to it, and
there are many things in which the Church
benefits by her intercourse with the world.
The Clergyman caunot know too much of
the experiences of old and young around
him. To herd only with Clergymen is a
grievous, as it is a too common, mistake
—a clerical rut is as bad as any other rat.
A leading Clergymun of our Chureh, in a
recent address, exhorts his own order to
“ provide against the narrowing influence
of professional life.” The exhortation

|
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is just, and worthy of being laid to heart.
The Church is the salt of the earth, but
she cannot savour or preserve if she stand
aloof by herself—she is the leaven of society,
but the lump will never be leavened unless
and until she pervade it.

Aund pow, one word more in conclusion.
The point to which I wish to bring our
reflections has reference to those among
us who can, to such a call as that of the
text, respond, “Here am I, send we.”
«Who is willing to consccrate his service
this day unto the Lord ?”’ Of course, the
service must be a willing ong, or it is
wovihless. And, it had better be conse-
crated without delay by those who feel
that the Sp.rit is moving them in that
direction. I must be allowed to cxpress
my surprise, that so few from the ranks of
our congrezations should think of dedicat-
ing themselves to so great and glorious a
work. I cannot believe that parents, so
many of whom are uble both to train and
Jower their sous for the Christian Min-
istry, can restrain such of them as show
any aptitude or desire. The profession of
a Clergzyman is surely as dignified as the
routine of ordinary business. Even fr .
the worldly point of view, I hesitate not to
say that there is no life so well worth
living as that of a Minister with a fair
competency of his own, and an attached
people to whom to minister the consola-
tions of religion. It is not a moncy-mak-
ing oue, but it is fruitful in that which
moncy-making cannot of itself bring, and
which no amount of moncy-made can buy.
It is a perennial source of peace. Its very
worries, and it has its full share of these,
only make that peace the more felt and
rcal. Shame upon our Christianity that
there is such a rush of young men to the
many secular callings, and such a want
of young men for the one sacred office !
Here we “are, with existence as our sole,
solitary opportunity upon earth; and,in not
many years at the longest that will be
over. Micht not those of us who stand at
the threshold of its activities pause, and
ponder how most profitubly we can fill 1o
its golden hours ? Which occupation will
pay best hercafter—the service of God
and the cure of souls, or the continual
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grind of even the most scrupulously
Lionorable business carcer? There was a
geave opened some weeks ago in one
of our country cemeterics, and fed from
the largest of our cities. Its teuant was one
of the most useful and necomplizhed of our
Clergy.™ The Master has called him at the
carly age of twenty-nine, and he leaves
behind a beautiful parish, and a sunny
home in whicli he was not permitted to
spend his last hours. 1lis work on earth
is> done. But, what need to mourn fr
him? Rather mourn over the dust of
any, lyinz around him, who passed away.
albeit {u'l of years, in the darkness of

spiritual night, or at least with the con-,

selousness of having wasted or neglected

their powers and talents, VWho would not !

sooner be that Christian Minister, whose
sun has gone down while yet it is noon,
but whose entrance into eternal rest has
bzen haloed by the glory of the heavenly
weleome, © Well done, good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord ?”

JOTTINGS FROM CENTRAL CANADA.

An oceasional correspondent has favour-
ed us with the following sketch requesting
us to * beil it down ™ and otherwise make
1t presentable, but we judge the reader
will just aslief have it as it is—rough and
ready, "

* We visited,” he says, ¢ cizht con-
grezaiions, and the longest drive, indecd
the only drive we had on the Queen’s
hizhway, was the short and pleasant one
of five miles from Renfrew to MceNab.
All the others were reached by railway.
At Brockviile, well, you know the Brock-
ville people never did go in for missivnary
mectings  with much enthusizsm, and
taking that into account the meeting held
there on the evening of the 5th Junuary,
was a great success. Ilad it not been for
a political public dinner and for meetings
in other churches at the same hour, St.
Johu's might have been quite full; the
collection was $22.50. Siwilar causes,
and a very wet night to boot, in like man-

* The late Rev. W. McLenpan, M. A.
L'Orignal aad Hawkesb ry.

of
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ner affected the attendance at Perth, but
the meeting was nevertheless a good one.
collection, 333. The Smith's Falls con.
gregation met in the Lown Hall, whiel
was well filled; collection, $32. Ther:
was a fine meeting at Almonte, and an
imposing array of speakers, among whow
were the Cameronian minister, the Canada
Presbyterian ministers, Messrs. Steele and
MeKenzie, Mr. McMorine. late of Huu.
tingdon, and others; collection, 822.70,
{ The littic church

of Pakenham was
L'well filled by an appreciative audience. the
i venerable minister himself heading the
i charze with a telling speech.  Additional
interest was given to the meetings at Me-
Nab and Renfrew, inasmuch as -it had
been arranged to take the vote on the
fSynod's Remiton Union on the same day.
At the former place there was a good deal
of opposition to the Union, and, conse
quently, we had ““a lively time.” But
all was conducted in the best of temper,

yand it is quite evident that whatever may

be the upshot, the peace and harmony of
this congregation will remain unimpaired.
The utmost freedom of expression having
been accorded to all, the vote was taken
by calling the rll of members present,
when 22 votel yea on the several clauscs
of the Remit, and 20, nay. The meeting
at Renfrew was large and influential. The
colleetion, including that at the MeNab
church, was 836.15. The after proceedings
showed that a very large majority of this
branch of the congregation was in favour
of union. Both the mretings for the con-
sideration of this question were presided
over by Mr. Wiiliam Jamieson, a finc
speeimen of a Canadian furmer, whose
aptitude for business, self-possession, digz-
nity and grace gave Celat to the meetings.
On the Sabbath-day, the minister being
absent on duty elsewhere, arrangements
had been made in St Andrew’s church for
a meeting of the scholars attending the
Union Sabbath-school, together with their
parents ; and though rathera poor account
must be given of the extempore lay
sermon on the occasion, the church was
filled, and the children sang sweetly and

heartily a number of beautiful hymns.
The very efficient superintendent of the
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school, Mr. McDounald, is a member of
the C. P. Church, and the leader of
the choir, of the Methodist Chureh,
_which leads to the supposition that in
this neighbourhood denominational diffe-
rences are kept in their proper place
—in the back ground. It was reserved
for Carleton Place to have the largestand
most enthusiastic meeting of all. A cup
of tea and a few baskets of cakes, pro-
vided by the ladies, no' douht had some-
thing to do with the large attendance, and,
if s0, it might be worth considering whether
we should not eat and drink together
oftener than we do. The large new Town
Hali wasfilled to overflowing. There was
not room on the platform for all the
speakers who had come primed for the
occzsion, eight or nine of whom addressed
the audience, whose patience seemed to be
literally inexhaustible. Mr. Robert Bell
nccupied the ohair. It should be said
that ,Mr. McGillivray of Brockville went
the whole round of the . Presbytery, and
contributed to the intercst of all by a
graphio account of the meeting of the
" Evangelical Alliance. Mr. Bennett was
at most of the meetings, and spoke on the
good old topie—not aﬁays very popular,

however—of ‘giving.' The other members.

of the Presbytery, with, the venerable
Clerk at their head, took their appointed
share in the work, and no doubt, all look
back upon the time thus spent as a pleasant
round of duty. Memory fails me to tell

45>

one haif of what I heard in regard to the
manifestation of kindly feeling between.
these people and their ministers. It met
one on every hand. Dr. Hall speaks about
ministers going abput in sheep-skins and
goat-skins, but if he will visit these regions
he will find lots of ministers clothed in
racoon skins, and their wives adorned with
costly and beautiful furs, and their very
sleighs elegantly trimmed with fur robes,
and be will find ministers driving fine
sleek horses with silver-mounted harness,
and all gifts from the parishioners. I re-
member particularly the stylish equipage of”
the miuister of MeNab and Horton, horse,
cutter, harness, robes, coat, cap, gauntlets !
—All gifts—who would not be a country
minister 7 A beautiful sewing machine,
too, I remember to. have seen in the:
minister’s house at Almonte, a present.
from the ladies to Mrs, Beonett; anda
magnificent fur coat presented the other
day to Mr. Ross of Beckwith, whose
congregation is prospering in both its,
branches. And, while I think of it, the
first news I heard on reaching Ottawa
was that a good member of the Kirk in
that city whose name I shall not wention,
did himself the pledsure and the honrour
of refreshing his minister on New Years
Day morning with a cheok for Five hun-
dred dollars ! The New St. Andrew's
Church here opengd for worship on the
25th wult., is, internally, one of the most.
beawtiful in the Dominion.” ‘

. Our Sanctum.

The proposal of a Union of the Wesleyan
Methodists of Canads with the Conferente of
Eastern British America, and with, the New
Connexion Methodist Church, appears to have
met the approval of the Wesleyans by an over-
Wwhelming majority. The chief difficulty seems
1o be that of reconciling opinions in reéa.rd to
the subjeet of Lay Representation in the General
Conference—the minority seemingly opvosed to

his amounting, however, to searcely one-ninth
of the votes recorded.

. The opening Lectures of the Scottish Univer-
Bities have been chiefly on Theological ques-
tions. They are said toliave been characterized
by mazked ability, and for that reason, it must
be '?Elﬁd, they have been subjected to a
Bomewhiat more searching criticism than ususl.
Principal Caird of Glasgow has been teken to
task by the press for his otitspoken views in

regard to ¢ Clerical Narrowness,” which he
warned  his students - strenuously to guard
against. From what we have elsewhere given,
it'also appears that the Rev. Prineipal may be:
putto the trouble of explaining to the Presby-
tery of Glasgow certain passages in his sermon.
on- Unbelief, preached at the opening of Mr.
Knight's new church at Dundee. Perhaps the
following sentences may suffice to fairly mdi-
cate the general scope and tone of the ‘dis-
course :— :

« There are two considerationa which deter
ug from thinking that any such errors are to be
visited with :consequences of the nature of -
punishment. One is that no ealamity, however
terrible, which results from purely invéluntary
acts can rightly be called punishment; and the
other i8 that, Bometimes at least, doubt and un-
belief are only the covert form of deeper recti-
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tude—~of a profounder loyalty to truth and to
the God of truth. It is the gimplest form of
Jjustice that punishment can only be inflicted for
acts wilfully committed. It would be wanton
tyranny to punish & man for whathe cannot
find out. Though a man may have to suffer for
a want of knowledge, it lacks the essential in-
gredient of punishment—conscious guilt. The
sweet sense of innocence takes the sting out of
its bitterness. Can we ascribe to God Almighty
the monstrous injustice of confounding, in one
indiscriminate sentence of condemnation, the
self-condemned sinner, and victim of helpless
jgnorance or bewildered and conscientious
seeker after truth?  1We all shrink from apply-
ing such & principle to the heathen world ; but

recisely the same priuciple of justice males it
imypossible to believe iu the penal condemnation
of multitudes in Christian lands who have,
struggled for the light and failed to find it.,
It is sad to tuink that there should be such;|
that those truths which are dearer to us thani
life should be unknowa to them, or that difficul-
ties and discordant opinions—some of whick
must be fatal—should arise as t¢ the meaning

of that book which is to us a treasure of the,

hope and comsolation. Dare we apply 1o such
men as the Brotbers Bewman, or Carlyle—or
tiink of the good God applying to them—the |
same arsthema that has been })ronounccd over .
the profligate and the vile? When we think of -

the spiritual integrity of such men, can we con- |

ceive it possible tbat, for intellectual errors and \ watters and the members who are being added

and abandoned of God ? . to the Church.

1 think that to suppose that would be a greater !
denial of Gud—ascribing & sclf-contra icItiignQ

im
altogether.” The rev. and learned Principal

perplexities, thess bigh and truth-loving souls
should be condemne

to Him more monstrous—than to deny
concluded his discourse by sbowing that there

was nothing in the view he had adopted to
paralyse Christian efforts in regard to missions

to the heathen. '
T* ; Theology Class in Glasgow University

was opened by Dr. Caird’s suceessor, Professor

Dickson, by a lengthened address upon the G
function of a professor of theology, and Young menin  the Free

proper
in discussing the question, “Is there any such |
thing now-a-days as theology, and particularly .
as dogmatic theology 7': “Men of science—,

. . > . t
that is, of physical science, for which they ex-,
clusively arrogate the scientific character—

! the young men.

derided it as a meaningless metapbysical jar-
gon. Mecun of literature sneered at it as incon-
sistent with theirjideas of culture.

newspapers, who would have them believe in

their omniscience, or atany rate in their infalli- |
bility, were in a position to assure them thati

its Cay was past, because it was out ot keeping !
with the spirit of the times or the public opinion
of which t%ey were the self-constituted priests
and interpreters.  Notbing could well be more
misleading, in fact, than the use of the singu-
larly vague and indefinite cxpression, *The
Spirit ofg the Times! There was a senst in
which it was ofien emmployed egpecially in the
newspapers, ag referring, not to opinion formed
and expressed by the public, but to opinion
formed for and addressed fo the public, and

many persons were simple enongh to take the
one for the other. On this point Dr., Dickson
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said that when the questions dealt with he-
longed to the sphere of politics, it might fairly
te argued that the newspapers, in reality,
utter opinions coinciding with those of their
readers; for they either give felicitous expres-
sion to views which the reader already held,
aud was pleased to find so clearly put; or, in
the event of hig opinion not being previousl
formed, they present their arguments with suc
adroitness and apparent cogency asto secure
his acceptance of the views which they sup-
ported. But when they passed beyond their
proper field of news and politics and dealt with
other matters, such as literature, art, or religion,
it was by no means equally clear that they
were entitled to be taken ag either interpretérs
or guides of public opinion, or, as expressing
amythieg more than the in ividual sentiments
of some anonymous writer.

Principal Tulloch at St. Andrew’s spoke on
the “falsehood of extrcmes,” not only in
opinions, but in the spirit in which opinions are
cherished and ccmbatted.

“(zlad tidings from the city of Edinburgh! a
religious awakening is going on such as Scot-
land bas not seen since the days of Whitfield.

{ Tne largest halls are so crowded that ticket

holders cannot eyen get near the door—the ut-
most earnestness prevails, and sober-minded
ministers of all denominations are having their
bearts gladdened and their souls refreshed by
the general anxiety which rrevails on religious

Such is the latest news from
Auld Reekie.” The movement salluded tois
traceable, under God, to the presence of twwe
American gentlemen, Messrs. Moody and San-
key, the one being singularly endowed with the

ift of speech, and the other with that of song.
Night after night the crowds seeking admission

rew larger, and the intcrest and solemnity of
the audicnces imcreased. Many conversions
have taken place—chietly among the middle
and higher classes.

On & Sunday morning Mr. Moody preached to
Assembly Hall at nine
o'clock. The place was filled to overflowing,
admission being by ticket, and the vast audi-
ence was deeply moved by the sermon. At the
close of the service a geotleman stood up and
appealed to Mr. Moody for anothereffort smong
Mr. Mondy said that if those
present would work to get up another meeting

&

Writers in , for unconverted young mwen, ke would address
¢ them ; and he asked those who were willing to

work to stand up. The whole audience stood
en masse, and the second meeting was beld on
Friday. The Suada, evening was a remarkable
time of blessing. The Free Assembly Hall, the
Established Assembly Hall, and the Freo l’iigh

.Church, were a1l filled to overflotWing, and Frec

St. Jobn's almost filled. All denominational
differences were forgotten. Professor Charteris
spoke in & Free Church, Professor Blaikie spoke
in the Established Church, and brethren from
all parts of the country came togetherin the
unity of a common nced and a common Saviour.
Only those who understand the denominational
position in‘Scotlund can appreciate the sigaifi-
cance of this fact.
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TaE - Ngw Testament ELpeg. . B:
fessor. Thomas Witherow, of
Toronto : James Bain.
Thiglittlowork of 47 pages deals with the Elder's

Rev. Pro-
ondonderry. |

‘é}gosition, powers and duties in the Christian

urch.” Professor Witherow. combats .the
theory which the Church of Scotland has, &l
along, endorsed. on this impartant subject, axd
Insists upon going back to Apostolic days for
the true idea of the Eldership. - He has no faith
In the teaching, as regards this vexed question,
of the Westminster Confession of Faith. ‘No-:
thing will satisfy him but what he maintaing
was the practice of primitive times.  His Rlder
must be what.we call. s MinisterMteaching,
ruling, and administering holy rites. The Olergy-
man, in his eyes, is only. like the othier members |
of the Session ; .and, in point of fagt, them'ls no
such person as a Clegyman. ‘He isa President,
& kindyof Chairman of the Board of Elders, and
nothing or little more. Professor Witberow will
have none of the doctrine of the Very Rev.
Principal Campbell, of Aberdeen, who holds
that “Elders are properly the representatives
of the people, chosen gy them for the purpose
of exercising governmeatand discipline, in con-
junction . with Pastors. or Ministers.” There
seems to be a confusion in the mind of the
learned Professor as to the real meaning of the
famons .and .often mis-quoted es’ in the
Epistles to Timothy. and Titus, which he applies
¢qually .to. Bishops, Presbyters and Elders; or
rathier his strong partisan feeling.leads him to

insigt that.the same obligations which rest upon | '

the ome rest upon the others.. His system would
Simplg betinworkable. in. a State Chureh, like
the Church of. Scotland.;- and, even: on' this
American . Continent. where . there is no State
Ohureh, the mem:could not: be readily found to
carry it out.. The. book .under .review 38, how-
ever, well worthy..of .careful . perusal, It
clearly and forcibly written. ... =~ oo v
Tuu PrEsSYTERIAN . CHURCE . THROUGHODT THE
Wortp, DeWitt, C. Leat & Co. New-York:
. This is a creditable octavo golun;‘e o‘{' n_éﬁ.rly
00 . with large . type and :profusely illusd
tmtel:laseﬁev Drs.gzdaygxea and John Hall are
Among the nunterous contributors and Editors,
aud it gives a. history of Présbyterianism from
the earliest to the present time. -The reader is
cartied into the. Valleys of the Vaudeis to Scot-
land and all other countries, including Ameries,
Wheze there have been and are Presbyterian
Churches. .. The. work -contains portraifs of a
large number. of the champions of both Reform-
ation and Presbyterian principles. It is really
& wonderful .book, and, considering that it is
issued at from $3.50 t0 $8, according to different
styles of binding, it.is marvellously ebenia, and
cannot fail to command a very large sircu
We understand thet. Mr. ’lﬁmmwAll- 11
Coursdl street, Montreal, is acting as' Agent for
ts gale, and is prepared to supply orders on
applitation. :
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East Willigms..cceeoioninivreeienninicmnancennns 30 00 Bigin sod Athelstan cceemeeeevenen.... — 30 00
B E00] ¢ 113 U 10 00 ! Lon@uh...cconecrsncnnconnsanensoneesseaseaeen — 50 60
B 1 U Y 30 00 1 Three RiverSeceecebec.ivoveesmnrccrccssmme 50 00°
VALTARD.ceenerenee ssvnansorses seeassssasovemsnasn 49 60} Park Hill... — 15 00
Spencerville. ...... creevemae esees snemessenees - 32 50 Smith’s Faills..ceceiveemnnasannnnn.. -~ 3750
Goderich. ccniicininrrntiient sentnnercrneas 25 00 OxfOrd.ccceeecermenerevesones 15 00
CollingWood..coea i et ceeneeecnneeennae 40 00 DURACC.cerenee. veererssrrmrsasrensscnaresnsasessan 25 08
OIS ceecs casren sereosasaces sensesaren 49 00 | Dundas 10 00
Beckwitho...... 7 30 ; Balsover...... 20 00
Osprey aad Dan 20 00, Leith snd Johnson 23 00
LR TR HiT o 10 T, 25 00 ; Melbonmne 20 00
Mot FOrest verniiiniennccnencecee e 33 00 - St. Gabriel’s, Montrealaoeeet cenecvenee. ~ 100 00
Rirhwond and Showers Cotaersn. ceeve 15 ™0 WeSUDINSICT v eerrnanenneceenns 50 00
S Maithew's, Mantrexl e ciacenennnee AR LR (T2 S, 30 00
St John's Church, Scatborongh....ce 13 25 Thomh 2R

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

TREASURERS OF CHURCH FUNDS.

TEMPORALITIES BOARD AND SUSTRNTATION FUND: James Croil, Montreal,
NINISTER'S WIDOWS AND ORPHANS' FUXND : Archibald Fergason Nontreal.

FRENCH MISSION : James Croil, Montreal.

JUVENILE MISSION : Miss Machar, Kingston, Qut
MANITOBA MISSION: George H. Wilton, Toronto.

SCHOLARSHIP AND RURSARY FUND : Prof. Pergason, Kingstoa.

SYXOD FUND: Rev. Kenneth Macleanan, Peterboro.
QUEEN'S COLLEGE ENDOWMXENT FUND : Wiz, Ireland, Kingstoa.



