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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

SHORTLY after receiving the present issue
of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, the ministers
and delegates of our churches will be setting
their faces towards the Forest City. The
present aspect of affairs in our rapidly devel-
oping country, the demands made upon us
i common with other Christian churches
to meet the pressing need of our time, the
Macedonian cry from far off heathen lands,
the new departure in our College and Home

Mission, together with numerous other de-.

nominational interests, all of vital importance

at the present moment, call for prompt and

untiring attention. We will need to give to
each, mature and prayerful deliberation. We

require the ripe experience of age, the enthu-

siasm of youth,and the hearty co-operation of
all. This is not the time to indulge in useless
lamentations over past follies or neglected op-

by sectional jealousies or personal preferences,

but to be loyal to Christ and to our principles, -

true to our great trust and faithful to each
other., We have no theological dogmas to
propound or settle at our Union meeting : no
places of power or emolument to contend for ;
no cherished schewe of personal aggrandize-
ment to forward : but we have plans to pro-
pose for the advancement of the kingdom of
our Lord, for the conversion of sinners, for

the edifying of the Church of Christ, for the "

fitting of his chosen instruments to accomplish
the great work committed to his servants.
We meet to fan the flame of holy zeal, and to
stimulate the efforts of every toilerinthe world’s
vast harvest field. This Conference of Con-
gregational ministers and delegates will be far-
reaching in its effects. It may either ener-

gize or paralyze the right armn of multitudes. .

It will send the thrill of a new life through
the entire denomination in Canada, or produce
slumber and death. One element of discord,

one diseased imagination, one unhappy spirit, .

given to recrimination and faultfinding, may
mar the harmony, destroy peace, and impede
| progress in everything. We do not anticipate
the presence of even one such Achan. But
. for the success uf our meetings cvery member
.1s responsible. Calmness in debate, mutual
forbearance, cheerfulness, hopefulness, supreme
consecration to Christ, a determination to make
the most of our time and to do our best for
our country in the exercise of a simple faith,
_and praying with all prayer and supplication,
- will make the fortheoining meetings in Lon-
don memorable in the history of our de-
nomination in Canada.

Otr CoLrLEGE—One of the most impor-
tant claims to be presented is the College.
Wlhatever difference of opinion may exist re-
. garding either the maunagement or location of
this institution, all agree that it is vital to

{ . . .
at , our denomination, and nothing must be per-
porturities, or to allow ourselves to be swayed '

mitted that would cool our devotion or damp
- our ardour for it. We must give to it our
warm sympathy, and cordial, hearty support.

With this number we give a view of the
college building now vrecting at Montreal,
. that our friends may come to the Univn with
quickened interest. The estimated cost is
327,100, thus accounted for—ground, $8,100;
coilege, 313,500 ; Principal’s residcnee, $3,500.
The college building will be forty-tive feet
front, which, with the residence, thirty feet,
will give a total of seventy-five feet frontage.
The depth is sixty-five feet. We are given to
understand from Montreal that no general
appeal will be made for funds; but, if any

-friends of the college or denomination send

gifts, they will be appreciated and acknow-
ledged.

THE MissioNaRY SocIETY.—The missionary
. work in the Dominion is vast, and with the
ever rising tide of immigration now rolling
over our great North-West, the energies of all
will be tasked to their utmost. A strong faith,
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an intense love for Christ, and a deep sym-
pathy with men, great sacrifice of time and
earthly comforts, large gifts of money, will all
be required if the gospel is to be preached to
the hundreds of thousands who are now seek-
ing homes in our great country. Every day
we delay in undertaking our part of the work
will only render that work more difficult and
less effective. Not often in the history of a
country. nor in a lifetime, do such claims and
possibilities present themselves. May we be
found fully equal to the giorious task.

Our Fore1GN MisslONARY Sociry.—Has
not the time fully come when Canadian Con-
gregationalism can send forth at least one mes-
senger from the churches to proclaim the un-
searchable riches of Christ in some distant
heathen land? Is this not our duty and a
great privilege 2 Is it not cause for deep hu-
miliation, if there be not one among us ready
to go?

Tue ChHurCH BUiLpiNG SocCIETY should be
put in a position of efficiency without delay.
It may be wise to re-organize it, and incorpor-
ate with it the church extension scheme that
has been talked of. Certainly something must
be done at once, if our missionary work is to
make the progress we desire.

THE PRrOVIDENT FUND Sociery. — The
Widows’ and Orphans’ branch of this is in a
sound and satisfactory condition ; but with the
Retiring Ministers’ branch it is very different.
This should not, nor need, be.

Tre PusLisHING CoMpaxy will have their
annual meeting as usual. We anticipate no
wail of complaint from them, but a better fin-
ancial exhibit than they have beén able to show
for years. The(C'ANADIAN INDEPENDENT ismak-
ing its way among our churches, and with the
assistance which it has a right to expect from
every true Congregationalist might double its
list of subseribers, and more than double its
usefulness. We trust that pledges to do this,
at least, will be taken at the annual meeting.

THESE and other important interests will be
presented before the Assembly in London in
a few days. They will require the collective
wisdom of the entire body; a full and con-
tinued attundance of every member and dele-

gate, and the blessing of the great Head of the
Chureh, all which we have a right to expect
and claim.

Gobp certainly has not encouraged us to for-
get the past. Israel was ever reminded of the
rock from whence they were hewed. Norecan
the present be understood, save as in the re-
lation to that which has gone before, nor the
experience gathered which God has written on
past endeavours without the continuance of
bistory. 1t isin no carping spirit that we
record the following, bub that we may better
understand the history of the struggle for true
church life, and the true independence of
gathered churches contended for by those who
bore our name. The cry of our fathers for
liberty may be for us a rabble shout if we
let go the principle upon which that conten-
tion rested. Theextract is from the “ History
of Aylesbury,” by Robert Gibbs:

Tue ANC1ENT FrancHISE.—There was also the re-
ligious qualification. In the last century, in the con-
test for the Borough of Wilton in Wilts, each of the
successful candidates polled thirty-seven votes, the
unsuccessful one but twenty-four. On the meeting of
Parliament, the defeated candidate petitioned against
the return of one of the members : the prayer of his
petition was, that whereas of the thirty-seven votes
polled for his opporent, twenty had not partaken of
the holy sacrament of the Lord’s Supper according to
the rights of the Church of England within one year
of the day of election. The House of Commons held
the objection to be good, unseated the returned mem-
ber, and put the petitioner in his place, and further
resolved that the right of election in the Borough of
Wilton was in those burgesses only who had partaken
of the Lord’s Supper within one year of the day of
election. This religious qualitication was the result of
the operations of the Test Act, under which no person
could hold any public situation or fill any public office.
however menial, without having conformed, or what
wag usually termed ‘¢ jualified,” by taking the Sacra-
ment. It was no unusual circumstance for officials to
stand at a church door and announce, ‘‘ You gentle-
men who want to ¢ qualify * walk up this way.” The
Test and Corporation Acts remained on our statute
books up to so late a period as the year 1828, when af-
ter several unsuccessful attempts they were repealed at
the instance of the late Lord Russell, although such
repeal was obstinately opposed by the members of the
then Government.

It was doubtless the men who began and
upheld such a state of things that could echo
the toesin ery :— Oh! sad and woful effects of
Independency—the mother, nurse and pat-
roness of all other errors.  Let us therefore fill
all presses, cause all pulpits to ring, and
so possess Parliament, city and the whole
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kingdom against the sects, and of the evil of
schism, and a toleration, that we may no more
hear of a toleration nor of separated churches;
being hateful names in the Church of God.

THE London (Eng.) May meetings do not
indicate the decadence of Christian faith, if
the reports of the past year’s work and in-
come may be taken as an indication. The old
London Missionary Society reports an increase
on the receipts of the former year of $175,000,
and projected work in New Guinea and Cen-
tral Africa equal to any undertaking ever en-
tered upon. The British and Foreign Bible
Society, too, shows increase of work, expendi-
ture and income. Its income has increased
$50,000. It is doing a growing colporteur
work in China, the Kabyle region of North
Africa is being opened up for Bible circula-
tion by its agent, the sun never sets upon its
ever widening field of action. During the last
six years more work has been dome by it in
rendering versions of the Scriptures than in
eighteen centuries before. Other societies re-
port general increase in efficiency and inter-
est. We gladly note these encouraging signs
in the Old Land. We trust we too are shar-
ing in this general advancement.

TaE Upper Canada Bible Society has also
just held its anniversary. Dr. John Hall, of
New York, and the Bishop of Algoma were
the speakers. These meetings have been the
best for attendance and interest held for sever-
al years. The total income of the Society
during its financial year just closed has been
$31,546, showing an increase of $2,693 on
the previous year. Of this total, $9,554
has been received on purchase account, and
$21,992 as free contributions, including be-
quests, donations, etc, being the largest
amount to which these items have reached in
any year of the Society’s history. The num-
ber of Bibles, Testaments, and portions which
have been issued from the Society’s depos-
itory during the year is 29,765, being 2,122
copies less than during the previous year.
This decrease is chiefly in the issue of por-
tions ; in Bibles and Testaments, the decrease
is only 856, and is in part accounted for by
the almost complete stoppage of colportage
work during the severe months of last win-
ter.

ronto depository; 20,017 were supplied to
branch depositories, or sold to the trade ; and
4,657 were issued by colporteurs. Included
in the above are 1,246 copies in foreign lan-
guages, and eight in raised characters for the
blind. The total issues of the Society since
its commencement are 1,208,870. “It was a
solemn thing for men of old to speak to their
fellow-men as the messengers of God. In so
doing they were taking part with the Al-
mighty in‘His work. And the work of the
Bible Society is grand and solemn too, for it
has been delivering God's message to men, and
that in many lands. And if it has been faith-
ful in this service as God gave guidance and
means, and opportunity, its report of work
done is a record of His working toc. It un-
rolls, to eyes that see, one more page in the
great scroll of God’s dealings with man. It
tells how, and where, the One Father of all
has been spraking through His written Word
to fresh circles of His children.”

Yet is there much to be done. Our con-
temporary from whom we cull this informa-
tion, says: The heathen, nuwmbering 874,
000,000, are heathen still. Christian civiliza-
tion has brought them to our very door. Sixty
thousand died yesterday ! sixty thousand die
to-day! sixty thousand follow to-morrow !
The cry of the perishing should reach us and
press us into the work.

THE New York Independent makes the
humiliating confession that the rum power
rules that city. We are drifting on to a similar
state of things here. The liquor interest, and
the capital which thinks it is lying idle on the
Lord’s day, are each taking advantage of
supineness and apathy on the part of those
who esteem sobriety and right as paramount,
to encroach step by step upon the ground real
public interests demand should be spared from
their profaning tread. Licencesare granted on
grounds of favour and political expediency,
rather than cf public good or convenience ; and
our quiet Canadian Sabbath is in danger of
being persistently desecrated by the din of toil
under the guise of pleasure. There is but one
remedy, and that is for the friends of temper-
ance and religion to make their influence felt

i where these contrary interests are felt, viz., at
Of the above, 5,557 copies were sold, and | the polls. Under our responsible government,

1,534 copies issued gratuitously from the To- | it is social suicide to allow the political trick-
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ster and the needy adventurer to obtain places
of public trust: friends of righteous law and
good order must lay their account to earnest
political work on lines, not of party, but of
morality and order. Responsible government
demands responsibility from those for whom
that government exists. Indeed, the great
responsibility is with the electors, rather than
with the elected.

Tur Chicago Adrance has some pertinent
remarks upon a subject not thoroughly with-
vut interest among ourselves, viz.: the subject
of Union Sunday Schools as against denom-
inational ones. It appears from our contem-
porary that out oi 387 Congregational churches
in Minnesota, Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska, Mis-
souri, Oregon, California, Utah and Idaho, 318
out of the 587 have no denominational schools
connected with the church, the Sunday school
being simply known as union. Still farther,
there is direct information to show that in
many of the towns where these churches are,
there will be found a Presbyterian church
with a Presbyterian Sunday school, a Metho-
dist church with a Methodist Sunday school,
and so on through the list, until you come to
the Congregationalists, and then you have a
union Sunday school, with the Superintendent
and many of the teachers from other denom-
inations. They come in and kindly offer théir
services, procided the Congregationalists pay
all the bills. No one denies the fact that in
many places union Sunday schools and union
churches are practicable plans for Christian
work, for a time. But even in such cases it
is questionable whether they are the best, for
we have heard more jealous denominational-!
ism talked in union churches and schools than
in the narrowest sects, e.g.: ““All denomina-
tions must be represented.” “He is a good
teacher, no doubt, but the Presbyterians are
already strong enough in the teaching staff.”
“We must get another Methodist in,” etc,
ete. The plain truth is, Congregationalism
properly accepted, bas the minimum of de-
nominationalism consistent with effectual
Christian working, and to yield that mini-
mum is to put a premium upon its non-exist-
ence. The farmer who grinds his seed corn
may rejoice in present plenty, but assured
future famine: and the denomination, that
with an excess of generosity aids ever  other.
but itself, is on the sure road to extinetion,

which, if it does not rest upon principles
worthy of preservation, is the best thing that
can happen it. It is in this connection per-
tinent to enquire for what purpose Congrega-
tional or Independent churches exist? The
following comes from the other side of the
water; it has its application here, for, truly, if
the raisun d'étre of our existence denomina-
ally be to afford refuges for discontented, dis-
qualified ministers, we had better know it
and act accordingly :

“ The loose plan we have pursued has neither bene-
fited our churches, nor added tothe number or influ-
ence of vur ministry. There sare ministers just now
going around from pulpit to pulpit who have done our
churches no good service, and are only likely to be 2
plague, to destroy our people, wherever they may go.
Can we not at least exercise as inuch care and wisdom
in the employment of a minister as we do in that of a
household servant? We contend that the ministers
of our churches are as much interested in this matter
as the congregations. Other churches have advisory
bodies ; we think the time has come for some such
body inour own. Far too little care is exercised in
the engagement of ministers. A minister of the high-
est eminence, who came from America with the inten-
tion of preaching only a few weeks among us, brought
full credentials, that there might not be the least sus-
picion about his position. Surely nothing less should
be required at the settlement of a minister over a
church. The church has a right to know whence he
is ; what are his religious views ; does he or does he
not believe in a personal God and immortality, is he
a Christian minister ; does he make any such protes-
sion ; does he or dves he not repudiate the supernatu-
ral in the Christian religion ; has he been useful in
the church from which he came ; has he increased
its membership and influence, or has he not divided
the church and driven away some of the families,
which in all probability caused a ditliculty to make up
his stipend, and therefore he resigned? We throw
out these suggestions because we are alarmed at the
state into which not a few of our once most influential
congregations are fast sinking. If ever there was a
time in which there ought to be a plain, straightfor-
ward dealing as between a church and its candidates
for the pulpit, now is the time. We counsel our
people to be more careful and wise in the choice of
ministers, and to be wise in time.”

<

ECCE.

EVANGELICAL, CATHCGLIC, CONGRE-
GATIONAL EPISCOPACY.

RY THE HON. AND REYV. BURNTHORN MUSGRAVE.

Part IV,

We have carefully distinguished between
the authority to teach, which God confers on
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true ministers, and the ability to recognize
this authority, which he confers on the com-
munity of saints. How ought this recogni-
tion of Go's authority to be solemnly
bastowed ?

It is desiruble that the minister should be
sustained, in his own conviction of the call of
God, by the concurrence of older ministers,
and supported in his duty by the authorization
of the church.

Having already distinguished between au-
thority and its recognition, we now distinguish
between authority divinely given and that
orderly admission of such authority which is
becoming from a visible congregation, and
which is sought by the humble-minded min-
ister, In such authorization there is essen-
tially a direct reference to God.

There is first of all the open acknowledg-
men$ of the community that “ no man taketh
this honour unto himself but he that is called
of God as was Aaron”—a conviction which

Timothy, 1 Tim. v. 22, and 2 Tim. i. 6, appear
clearly to refer not to any ministerial appoint-
ment, but to that laying on of hands (Hebrews
vi. 2) which prevailed in the early churech for
the reception of the Holy Ghost. In ii. Tim.
i. 6, St. Paul alludes to Timothy’s reception of
the Holy Ghost as a believer, through St.
Paul’s hands alone, just as St. Paul himself
had received the gift through Ananias alone.

As a minister of the Word, taught by
“ prophecy ” (Romans xii. 6), “according to
the analogy of the faith,” Timothy was or-
idained by the concourse of elders; and it 1s
rinconceivable that St. Paul should speak of
that joint solemnity as if it were solely his
own act; whereas 1t is most natural and con-
sistent with other scriptures that St. Paul
talone should have conveyed to his “own son
(in faith ” “ the gift of God ” (2 Tim. i 6—as
in Romans vi. 23), which had been communi-
cated {o himself in the same way by a single
disciple. In 1 Tim. v. 22 the context shows

precedes the possibility of any ordination, and | that Timothy is cautioned against hastily con-
which must not be erroneously identified with | ferring the same solemn ordi:iance in a dan-
the formal ratification of the church. (In Exo-igerous participation with the impenitent.
dus iv. 27, we see that Aaron’s call wasa direct: Besides the passage, 1 Tim. iv. 14, which
command from Jehovah; «The Lord said to relates to ordination, we read, previously in
Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses: " the Acts (chapter xiii. 1-3) that the Holy
and in verse 30, we see that Aaron’s function. Ghost said to certain prophets and teachers
ensued from this command. Although that “ Separate me Barnabus and Saul for the work
priesthood was not our ministry, yet we see|Whereunto I have called them,” and that
ia Jeremiah xxiii. 21 that all true prophets | thereupon, “ when they had fasted and prayed
wmust have their commission from God; andiand laid their hands on them, they sent them
“ The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro- away.”
phecy.”) And there is subsequently, under, This is the clearest instance of ordination,
the impression that this divine call has been |following the call of God, that occurs in the
granted, the dedication to God of the intend-; New Testament.
ing minister that he may receive the needful.: Whether the imposition of hands was that
divine gifts to capacitate him in his special, only of the prophets and teachers, or whether
service. {other believers joined in in it, we may not be
We find in the New Testament two pas-:certain: but it indicated the separation and
sages which enlighten us as to the proper dedication, by others, of Barnabas and Saul to
course of a church of God. 'a particular work to which God had called
St. Paul’s injunction to Timothy (1 Tim,them.
iv. 14), “ Neglect not the gift that is in thee; One thing is absolutely clear, that those who
which was given thee through prophecy with'were not Apostles, ordained (by separation
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery,” jand the imposition of their hands) two “Apos-
informs us that the imposition of the hands of : tles, Barnabas and Paul” [Aets xiv. 14), for a
the collected elderhood gave visible sanction to,special mission. In this case at least, it
the ministerial gift (charisma)givento Timothy . appears manifest that a commission, through
through prophecy—t.e., through inspired teach- | certain prophets and teachers in the church
ing. The consecrating action of older believers|at Antioch, was deputed to Barnabas and
both besought and verified the possession of | Sau! by devoting them to God solemnly for a
the special gift. The other directions tolpeculiar work.
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This is the essence of external ordination.

In this peculiar case we learn from the 23rd
verse of the 14th chapter that report of the
work was made to the church—that is, to the
congregation “gathered together.” And wemay
infer that the commission given by the
teachers was considered to proceed from the
church. We read clearly what is the nature
of “ ordination,” in Acts xiv. 26, viz, that par-
ticular persons are “committed to the grace
of God for the work ” which they are to fulfil.
And whether the old elderhood unites in the
visible authorization, or not, it is the require-
ment of the true minister that he shall be
assigned by all the brethren to the grace of
God for success in the work.

Ordination is in reality the solemn surren-
der—the delivery—over to the grace of God,
of the intended ministrant by the body of
believers, The church in faith transmits by
ordination the special endowment which 1t
entreats from God. Accordingly, Barnabas
and Paul, delegates fromn the church in Anti-
och, “ sent for by the Holy Ghost,” choosing
elders ia every church, with fasting and
prayer “ confided them to the Lord on whom
they had believed.” (Acts xiv. 23.) Aund Titus
as St. Paul’s delegate was left in Crete that he
might “ APPOINT elders in every city,” includ-
ing the proper bhishop “as God’s steward.”

Whatever may have been the subsequent
form of ordination in this case, it is 2 most
unnatural and insubmissive interpretation
which explains away the force of the Greek
verb here. This verb (not the same as that
in Acts xiv. 23, although that verb grammati-
cally confines the sense to the action of Barn-
abus and Paul) concentrates St. Paul’s author-
ity in Titus. And it seems clear that, for the
sake of executive facility in founding new
churches, Titus, a child of God, and a true ser-
vant of the Gospel, was invested with a com-
plete authority for a special purpose.

And when ordination is regarded as the
overt act of the body of believers by which
the ministrant is presented and confided to
God for special grace to enable him to perform
special duty, then it will appear that the
instrumental agency may on occasion be that
of a single minister, aithough more regularly '

of hands. The action signifies transference ;
for thus the sins of the congregation were
laid on the scapegoat by Aaron: but St. Paul’s
warning to Timothy, in 1 Tim. v. 22, implies
that in the Christian church it involves also
communion. This action however is never
self-originated, never autocratie, but always
representative, and in Christianity has implicit
and explicit reference to the power of the
Holy Ghost~—whether as filling and comfort-
ing individual believers, or as anointing and
qualifying public servants. And this form of
devotion, that is of aedication, took place
in the appointment of the seven disciples
to the daily ministration in Acts vi. 6. The
joint action of the primitive Church in a
perfect unison is apparent; the apostles laid
their hands on the deacons to ordain them;
and certain prophets and teachers laid their
hands on two apostles to ordain them for
special service. When we desire a scriptural
service to be successful, it is evidently wise
for the church to commit its servants to the
grece of God.

In the Gth of Acts we see two ministries
separated—the daily ministration to the
widows, and the miuistration of the Word.
In St. Paul's charge to Timothy {1 Tim. iii.)
we find special characteristics required for two
services which correspond with divided in
Acts vi.

We call the service which ministers to
bodily needs the diaconate. If we wish to
give the most suitable designation to the spir-
itual service we must consider its mature and
duties.

In one sense it is an apostolate; for, “how
shall they preach except they be sent?”
(Romans x. 15.) In another sense it is a pas-
torate ; “ Feed the flock of God.” (I Peterv.2)
With regard to its dignity, it is included
in the presbyterate (Acts xx., verses 17 and
28); but, with regard to its duty, it is especially
an episcopate. The presbyterate of scripture
is sanifestly the maturer elderhood of faith
(1 Tim. v. 1), and comprechends the other min-
isters of the church as well as “the bishop.”
{Titus 1. 5and 7.)

There is nothing distinctive of office in the
word “ presbyter " or “ elder ; ” it simply marks

and preferably it is that of a settled elder- maturity, as if that of age, And the harmony

hood.

of the two testaments is in nothing more

The seriptural mode of ordination to miuis- |remarkable than the which they inculcate for

try seems undoubtedly to be by the imposition | age.

In the brotherhood of believers there is
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an elderhood as well as a childhcod and a
manhood. (1 John ii. 13.) The apostles
claim for themselves the dignity of elders (1
Peter v. 1, and 2 Cor. v. 20); and, in the
Ruvelation, the four and twenty elders next
the throne most prebably represent the matur-
est saints under both dispensations. But in
warked contrast with the general idea of
clderhood is the particularidea of episcopacy.
It touches the work and the special responsi-
Lility of the spiritual overseer. The Greek
word employed has a precision of meaning
which explains the duty.,

Inspection, attention, watchfulress and care
are all implied in the word which denotes the
office. And this watchfulness is demanded
for souls; this attention is devoted to souls;
this inspection is the care of souls. The writer
of the Epistle to the Hebrews evidently refers
to this office when he tells them, “ Obey them
that have the rule over you and submit your-
selves for they watch for your souls as they
that must give account.”

No function in the church of Christ can
rank in importance above the charge of souls.
Our Lord Himself is called by St. Peter “ the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls;” and it
is abundantly clear that the true bishop in
the church of Christ is a bishop of souls, and
not av inspector of bishops. The requisite
character of “ the bishop ” is given by inspira-
tion both to Timothy and "to Titus; and the
whole church of Christis instructed to inspect
its bishops, not in a censorious, but in a discern-
ing spirit. The communion of such bishops
with each other follows from their love for
the one Master: and communications of the
churches witheach other flows much morefreely
from devotion to Christ than from any compul-
sory form of organization.

There is one point that requires no proof—
that the church is the congregation, the
assembly of souls, and not the edifice, not the
external organization, not the doctrinal theory.

Within each congregation we have shown
that there is a fellowship of beli. rers—a
“ communion of saints.”

This distinction between “congregation ”
and “communion” involves no “half-way
covenant.” 1t merely affirms that the sphere
of duty extends beyond the closer sphere of
fellowship. The privileged enjoyment of
believers is communion with fellow believers:
the duty of believers is to teach the world

and to embrace all learners—* disciples.” It
seems to be treated in the New Testament as
a matter of course that such disciples shall
desire to be guided by the older saints. And
so St. Paul sveaks of a peaceful order “in all
churches of the saints.” (1 Cor. xiv. 83.)

All learners sitting together at the feet of
Jesus form a visible congregation-—a visible
church. Every such assemb?age is a family
—a household of God. The 15th verse of the
3rd chapter of St. Paul’s first letter to Timothy
Las lost its proper sense, from the erroncous
insertion of the definite article in translation
where there are no Greek articles in the
original. It might be inferred from the English
version that Timothy hdd received directions
as to his behaviour in church, or as to the
demeanour of persons during public worship ;
whereas a more exact translation would con-
nect the 14th and 15th verses with the par-
ticular directions previously given concerning
the bishop and deacons in a rightly appointed
church. The true connection of thought is
brought out by more literal adhsrence to the
Greek text, “These things I write unto thee
. . . that thou mayest know how thou ought-
est to conduet thyself in regard to a household
of God, whichsoever is a church (or congrega-
tion) of the living God, a pillar and establish-
went of the truth.”

In founding new churches Timothy is
instructed how he must be be guided as to the
characters and qualifications of the bishop and
the deacons—with regard to forming a fawily
of God, wherever an assemblage, in the name
of a living God, became a pillar and firm set-
tlement of the truth. (There is no ‘Greek
article prefixed to any of the nounsin the 15th
verse except the final noun “ the truth.” And
the Greek preposition “en,” here (en 0/k6)
does not mean “inside cf’ but means “in
regard to;” precisely as itis used in 1 John
iv. 16, « the love that God hath “ in regurd to
}us ” (“in our case,” note of the New Revision, ;
!

and in Luke iii. 22 “in requrd to thee I am
' well pleased ;” and in 1 Cor. x. 3, “in regurd
1fo them God was not well pleased.”) An
established church, or congregation, would
need its bishop and its deacons; and the
silence of St. Paul, as to any other officers, in
this chapter of minute practical guidance to
Timothy, is enough to justify congregational
practice in adhering to these as the only
indispensable offices in a settled church.
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Timothy or any other evangelist might sum-
mon an audience of men to hear the good
tidings of the kingdom ; but the very point of
this 15th verse is that a settled family of God
ought to have its bishop and its deacons of a
certain character. The “episcopus” is the
settled minister of the Word, whose work (like
that of the deacons) has a local permanence,
which is cssential to his constant inspection of
the household, in contrast with the primary
apostle or the itinerant evangelist. Titus

“steward of God "—the manager of a family
for God.

We deduce from Scripture an Evangelical,
Catholic, Congregational Episcopacy.

We admit no gradations of rank in the
Christian church.  There are two kinds of
service; but they are linked together in a
single aim, to glorify Christ; each is indebted
to the other for reciprocal benefit; ecach is

dependent upon the other for the perma-|

nent, local usefulness; and the spiritual

closer nearness to God for its success.
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occasion, to older teachers the appointment
of other teachers to carry on that minis-
tty. In the Christian system, the legal
rule, “ delegatus non potest delegare,” does not
hold good. We find St. Paul writing, in 1
Tim. 1. 18, “ this charge I commit unto thee,
son Timothy;” and in 2 Tim. ii. 2, “and the
things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses the same commit thou to
faithful men who shall be able to teach others

) !a.lso.”
also is instructed that *‘ the bishop” is a

Nothing ean be clearer than this injunction.
It upholds the necessity for a believing and
trustworthy ministry ; but it vests in Timothy,
who was not an Apostle, the responsibility of
perpetuating among certain churches such a
ministry of teaching.

St. Paul did not mistrust the Holy Ghost.
And, as to ministerial gifts, it seems very
reasonable that those who possess them should
be perceptive of their existence in others. The

Jjudgment of the saints is not slighted by the
i occasional action of single ministers when it is
service, which is the more elevated in its’
region, requires the deeper humility and the

acknowledged that nothing can supersede the
necessity for the concurrence of the whole

1 body of the communion.
There is but one dignity—the dignity of

Tte unity of the Spirit insures in the church

of advancement in faith and elderbood in|that which in a jury is only assumed by a
love. There is only one order, the order of. fiction—the harmonious verdict of all the mem-
the Saviour Himself, instituted for the twelve ! bers. Therefore in the subsequent ordination
—Mark ix. 35) “ If any man desire to be first,, which represents the formal appointment of
the same shall be last of all and servant of the whole church, it is best that saints and
all.” tdeacons should concur with bishops, as a

The ruling principle of Congregationalism,united presbytery, in the laying-on of hands.
in distinction from Presbyterianism snd from; In the same way should a united presby-
Prelacy, is that all real believers in Christ are  tery seek special wisdom and grace for every
“a chosen generation a royal priesthood.” deacon. Each deacon is a special minister of
(1 Peter ii. 9. It is singular that St. Peter God in his duty for the church just as is the
is the most directly anti-papistical of all the bishop in his duty. And since excellence in
apostles) This “holy priesthood ” is “a spir-, either of these ministries can only result from
itual house,” i.e,, & spiritual family, in which | special gifts of grace by the power of the
the Holy Ghost actually seals and guides each | Holy Ghost for the respective purposes—the
member. “ For as many as are led by the:temporal support, and the spiritual welfare of

Spirit of God; they are the sons of God.”
This company of kings and priests is infer-

red to be competent to recognize and to.
Thus

sanction the spirit of its teachers.
the final approval of the saints ratifies the
appointeut of the bishop as well as of the
deacons.

This ultimate court of appeal  Matthew
xvii. 175, however, dues not discountenance
the advantagevus facilities in the extension of

the kingdom which result from deputing, on

the congregation—it seems plain that the ser-
vants, in both departments of the Lord’s work.
should be cormmended to the grace of God by
a solemn and prayerful ordination.

When deacons the ministers of the tem-

_pural means), like the ministers of the Word,
-have been solemnly committed to the Holy

Ghost for discretion and faithfulness to Christ
in their function, we shall have no lotteries,
no bazaars, no church concerts to raise money
in pure churches.
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Perhaps it may be well o remember that|and perseverc in holiness, and to do Christ’s
“the wisdom which is from above is first|work on earth, need these no less.
pwre.” Certainly, in proportion to the immense | As what we call The Sermon is the most
mach:]ner%o?l({?hlxstllapxt{i the wohrld 18 httg'}*‘  conspicuous part of a minister's public teach-
nioved. niike Archimedes we have In the ing—to deseribe, that is (for our present pur-
living God the foundation for our fulerum. p(f;re), to define preqchi\ng." T}?ere arefs)ev-
Our « point dappui” is Ch“?t Himself—Im- | gral kinds of sermons—the hortatory, the ex-
manucl. But we have ncglected the OHIY'pqsitOI'y and the topieal. But it may be truly
living lever, the Holy Ghost, and are more or said, that no man will obtain the best results
less engrossed and obstructed by the contriv- | of a Christian ministry, who confines himsclf
:}rllszs t%fem::; S:Z}Y:e qmi\:n&?gé t,’sISN]:mzozhgl::I]g | itrictly to any one of these. Men need exhor-
s ! i tation, and much of it, either to pursuade them
expect more from the Holy Ghost than they to be Christians, or tu continue to increase in
hag‘:f yf}ii (:‘c(i(lz]l;;zd ?polities Conereantionalism ;g;:a;cle. “}An(} mtcin hungbeer ’&ftelt.' thg lgxposittiion
) alism ) of the Word ; the mysteries of godliness the
eminently contends for the POWcér of the Holy ;desire to have every)ila.y opene(cl’ befure then{
9}‘05‘5. as sanctifying a royal prxeéth.ood’; and they are benefited by having some grand
%‘}hele r}e:n‘r;)}z\nneg‘h no moget;acréﬁae fo; ‘sTmS. Chlilstla’n themclz dealt with on sound philo-
“ Through tne ofiering ot the body ot Jesus|sophical principles. And so, in almost every
Chrlst. once for a,ll," t?le sacrificial character of man's preaching’ there should be a combina-
the priesthood on earth has been concluded by | tion of all three.

our great High Priest. “Y¥or by one offering|  Mep’s minds are, however, constituted differ-
He hath perfected forever them that arelently. a1.d we shall not greatly err in assert-
sanctified.” . . |ing and believing that men have been thus
_ But the intercessory function of the Chris- differently constituted in order that they
tian priesthood remains; and the Holy Ghost might do different work. And so, some men
Is 1ts mainspring. B never sueceed best in exhortation, and are
It is scarcely realized that “ prayer shall be naturally evangelists. Others are expositors,
made for Him (our King) continually.” Peti- naturally, and excel as Christian teachers.
tions inspired by the Holy Ghost are toascend |y topical has been largely the fashion of

Norkl ey B converted. the. oty muse rise [Preoching in the United Siates for  goner-
from the redecmed. “ Father alorify Thy Qop.” | 2bion or more. It is apparently declining.
A prayerful Episco’pate must enter much more | 'l}.le}s]e ke;ssa.ysl on a’lgra}l] P hllosophy,bas they
deeply into the weakness of the churches and |18 t be aptly called, have come to be some-

rwhat discredited, since such men as Dr. John

into the wants of the world, before the pro-lg '\ h 'y T, Moody have come promin-

mise can be fulfilled to the spiritual Tsrael,! .

. ’ently forward. The expository was doubtless
“Ye shall be named the priests of Jehovah ;I Y 1T pository ’
men shall call ycu the m?nisters of our God.” | the primitive method, and being so, has the

| presumption of being the right style of preach-
.ing. And even in dealing with the uncon-

PREACHING. l verted, we find they have darkness that needs
;to be removed, as well as feelings that need to
BY W. W. SMITH. 'be roused. It is not always that men are un-

jwilling or obstinate ; they are often dark and

In the present day, and among ourselves, perplexed. And it seems to me that exposi-
the object of preaching is two-fold: (1) To,tory preaching—that which lays open the
bring unconverted persons to the Saviour,and jmeaning of Secripture—is that which should
(2) to build up believers in holiness and wis-  form the chief part of our public teaching.
dom. And it is difficult to say which of these  Yet, since Scripture is not parcelled out in dis-
two objects demands the greater eloquencetinct books, treating on distinet subjects, we
and zeai, for while it is true that to pursuade shall often find, that, thoroughly to expound
sinners would seem to demand warm appeals  one portion of the Word, we have need to ex-
to the feelings, and an unwearied applicaticn amine many other related parts of the same
to the subject, to encourage men to advance | Divine Word. Lord Jeffrey, the eminent critic,
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once observed that a perfect composition should
be like a Grecian temple with its noble front
and sculptured columns and capitals, but with
an immense proportion of plain, solid wall!
So a perfect sermon should display the orna-
ments of style, and the embellishment of a
good delivery, but consist, very largely, of
solid, reasonable argument, and clear exposi-
tion.

“Would you indulge in anecjote and illus-
tration ?” says one, Icertainly would, as far
as 1 found the illustrations pertinent to ‘he
subject, remembering that no subject could be
said to be well or properly treated which was
all “illustration.” With respect to our Lord’s
method of public teaching, “ without & parable
spake he not unto them ;” but it is also immed-
iately added, “ When they were alone, He ex-
pounded all things to his disciples.” (Mark iv.
3+) Now, I humbly think our Lord’s parables
are tobe used by us,not only for the sakeof their
own explanation, as illustrating some spiritual
truth, but also as examples of what we may
learn to do, by way of taking men and things
around us, and making them illustrate divine
things. Itis something to be able to say, “in
io doing, I have the direct example of my

ord.”

As to the question of extemporaneousness,
we may begin by saying—though that will
not include all that needs be said—that no
man will preach without preparation, who has
time to prepare. That preparation, however,
may take either of various shapes. One man
gets his thoughts arranged in regular order;
and presents them in the ordered sequence the
subject requires. Another drafts out a plan
—just as he would the plan of 2 house—and
for the same purpuse ; that the structure may
be in such and such a shape, and accommo-
dated for such and such ends. A third, writes
all his sermon: and to a young minister, I
would decidedly recommend this plan. ButI
would not recommend it as a life-long prac-
tice. 1t takes up too much of & man’s lifetime
in the mechanical drudgery of penmanship.
1t conducts to the formation of style, and to
orderliness—so to say—in thought : but after
the style is formed, and the mind works in a
systematic way without much friction, it is
well to discard the written sermon, and trust
to the mind to fill up the colouring of the pic-
ture which has merely—but thoroughly—
been “outlined ” beforehand.

The length of a sermon is a disputed point.
To those hearers who on Sabbath are so very
anxious the sermon should not on any account
exceed thirty minutes, we might well address
the unanswerable query, “ What better use do
you propose to make of the few minutes fol-
lowing 27 It argues a low state of spirituality.
when a “short” sermon is peremptorily de-
manded. Yet, as every evil ean be so turned
round as tc hclp, or create, some good—this
demand lor brevity in the sermon calls upon
us to see to it, that if the measure to be poured
into the lap of the hearer is a small one, it
shall contain no chaff!

The great object must always be kept in
mind that, as we are put “in charge of the
Gospel,” and our Master is not here, but sends
us in His room {as it were), and in His name,
we are to do our Master’s work, in the way of
preaching to the people. It will help us much,
brethren, if w2 often ask ourselves, “ What
would Christ say to this people, this day, if
He stood, in human flesh, as once He stood on
earth, in my place 2”

DOES PROBATION ENLD BEFORE DEATH?

Some time since probation affer death seemed to oc-

cupy a prominent place in the columns of the religious
press, and more recently, through the assertions of
) Mr. Cook, the idea of probatior in death has come
jto the front. Meantime the careless ones have
: become more careless and are willing to wait, if not for
the chance of salvation in another state, at least for
' that one eminently favourable, as is now said, at or ix
{ death.
i The first 1 have always regarded as mere theory un-
| supported by a single statement from the unly quarter
} where support would be of any value, I mean the
| Scriptures. And as for the secund, probation at or in
! death, it must be admitted that there is some founda-
. tion for itin the Bible. But there is no emphasis laid
jon it ; and nowhere, that I am aware of, either in the
1 Old or New Testament is the moment of death spoken
of as a specially favourable time for ‘‘ repentance to-
ward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Insll this discussion, however, I have been surprised
that no declaration has been made of what seems to
me & very scriptural doctrine, that to some probation
ends befure death. This is clearly the case with ¢ whoso-
aver speaketh against the Holy Ghost " as ¢‘it (i.¢., that
sin)shall not be forgiven himneitherinthisworld neither
in the world to come.” I offer no explanation on the
character of this sin. The very fact of Christ warning
against it makes the commission of this sin possible for
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any, and, on any fair exegesis, his language means
that once committed probation is closed to the guilty.

To the same purport speaks the Apostle John in his
tirst epistle, “‘1f any man see his brother sin a sin
which is not unto death, he shall ack, and Leshall give
him life for them that sin not unto death.” There is
a sin unto (leading unto eoternal ?) death ; I do not
say he shall pray for it. '

Of the same class surely does Paul speak when he
declares that they are ‘““men of corrupt minds, re-
probate concerning the faith.”

And Jude in his fearful 12th and 18th verses con-
cluding his denunciations with ten words each a
thunderbolt, ‘“ to whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness for ever.”

Confirmations of the truth of these scriptural state-
ments have been given by men of large experience in
dealing with eouls.

Dr. Spencer puts on record the case of a young
man twenty-six years of age, to whose dying bed-side he
was called by his Christian mother, but for whom all his
efforts proved unavailing. From the first the yonng
man was conscious of the near approach of death, and
maintained that it was useless to pray for him as ‘* his
day of grace had gone.” No words from the Scriptures
declarative of the willingness of God t¢ forgive the
penitent sinner, ho tears of the broken-hear.ed mother
and wife, and no prayer for mercy by the earnest
minister could shake him in his opinion, or soften his
heart in view of eternity.

The Rev. John Macpherson, in his ¢ Life and
Labours of Duncan Matheson,” page 213, says : *“ One
day a woman began tv pour contempt on the Word of
God, and shut her door in order that she might not be
disturbed by the voice of the preacher. He spake to
her, and warned her, but in vain. Some time after-
ward she took ill, and lay dying. Remorse seized her,
and in the agony of her spirit she spoke of Matheson,
and cried out. He told her that God would Jaugh at
her calamity, and mock her when her fearcame. And
it isall true ; no light came. She was a terror to,all
who saw her dic. She went into eternity in her de-
epair.”

‘“ Aman of violent passivns and avowed hatred to
godliness opposed the evangelist with much bitterness.
One day he fell 2 cursing Duncan Matheson, and died
with vhe cath on his lips.”

A young woman heard him preach from the text,
‘“‘ These shall go away into everlasting punishment.”
Somewhat impressed at the time, she afterwards re-
sisted the Spirit, and returned to vanity. Death came
unexpectedly and knocked at her door. She was un-
prepared. She remembered the despite she had done
to the Spirit of Grace, and as she died uttered with
a melancholy voice the dreadful words, ‘‘ These shall
go away into everlasting punishment.”

And the narrator very appropriately adds, ‘* Such
facts as these are in origina! notes written by the
finger of Providence un the borders of revelation. We
may not be able to interpret them. None but fools
will despise them.”

That probation may end, does end for some beforr
death, or even before there is any indication of his
near advent, must have been the belief of Dr. Al-
exander when he wrote :

““There is a line by us unsecen.
That crosses every path—

The hidden boundary between
God's patience and his wrath.

¢ To pass that limit is to die—
To die as if by siealth ;
Tt does not quench the beaming eye,
Nor pale the glow of health.”
J. R. Brack.
Garafraxa, Ont., Can.

WINIFRED ROY.

Cuapter I1I.

¢ Go vo the woods and hills—
No tears dim the sweet look that nature wears.”
The gray, shadowy twilight L.d fallen ; a few starry
gleams were unfolding in the western sky, when
\Vinifred—having bidden ber kind friends farewell,
and received a cordial invitation to visit them as soon
and a8 often as possible—resched her destination.
Two or three children were standing at the gate, evi-
dently on the watch for her arrivsal, but they vanished

before she could discern their features.
Mrs. Holt, a tall, fair-haired lady, with a rather
| discontented look on her delicate, pretty face, met
Winifred at the door, expressing deep regret that she
yshould have suffered any anxiety or inconvenience
| from their failure to meet her at the station. * You
see,” she explained, * poor grandfather Holt died so
suddenly tlat it put everything elss out of our minds,
ianda,s we all stayed for the funersl, no one went to
the post-office till yesterday. Mabel,” as a little gir}
appeared for a moment in the doorway, * come and
speak to Miss Roy, and then call Maud and Agnes.”
The child obeyed, and in a few minutes, with more or
less curiosity and timidity, Winifred's future charges
entered the room, and werse introduced to thsir new
teacher as Maud, Agnes and Afabel.

Mabel, a frail, sensitive child of four or five years
old won Winifred's heart immediately as she slipped
& tiny hand in hers, and with a whole speech of wel-
come in her eyes, asked * if she had come to stay.”
Mauds, who, & week or two previously, had celebrated
her thirteenth birthday, resembled her mother, show-
ing promise of great beaunty in the finely cut features
and heavily-fringad, dark-blue eyes, although {o-night
a slight frown on her brow marred the otherwise
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beautiful face. Agnes, a year or two youngerﬁas A
plain, sensible-looking girl, full of life and animation,
while Will, a handsome, intelligent lad of sixteen or
seventeen years, who, at his mother's call, sauntered
in from the garden, completed the family group.

0ld Mr. Holt, to whose death we have already re-
ferred, was one of the earliest settlers in the well nigh
impenetrablo forest. He married & Scoteh lady who
died when their {wo boys, Roberf and Allen, were
very young, and, after his wife’s death, had devoted
bimself to the interests of the country, which rapidly
developed from wild clearings to thriving farms; to
his energy and enterprise, indeed, the village of Glen
Allen was mainly indebted for its past and present
prosperity. The two children were left entirely to the
care of their father’s sister, a good, Christian woraan,
who had done bier best to be & mother to the warm-
hearted but mischievous lads.

During a visit to his mother's relatives in Scotland,
Robert, after a few months’ acquaintance, had wooed
aud won pretty Agnes Grant, and brought ber home
to Glen Allen.

If Robert Holt failed to find all he Lad hoped for
in his marringe, no one was ever aware of it; hehad
fully satisfied his wife's every wish, as far as lay in
his power. And gentle, amiable Agpes was easily
satisfied. With the devotion of a strong, manly man,
a comfortable home, dress, and servants, what more
could she desire ? The children were very fond of
their indulgent, 1ffectionate mother, whose constitu-
tion, never robust, bad been weakened by the severs
Canadian climate, till she had become almost a con-
firmed invalid, though rarely confined to her room ;
and if they alternately teased and petted her, rarely
gave cause for trouble.

Winifred soon felt quite at home at the Elms, as
Mr. Holt's place was designated, and in less than a
week found that being a governess was not nearly as
formidable an undertaking as she had anticipated.
Uwing to their mother’s continued ill-health, the chil-
dren had alwsys dene much as they pleased, and
thewr last teacher, a lady with too little mental
strength to govern the determined wills under her
care, and with nerves too highly strung to perinit her
entering into any of their enjoyments, had simply
left them rlone, so that for their age, the girls were
lamentably ignorant, although really possessing good
natural abilitier.

But now, teacher and pupils began to work in
earnest. Winifred's own intense love of study was a
great inoentive to the elder girls, who vied with each
other i applicetion and perseverance. Unaccustormed
to ragular hours or stated tasks, they fornd it a little
irksome at first to settle quistly to the routins which
Winifred mapped out; bLut, patience with the

pupils, und obedience to the teacher, made the hours
generally pass pleasantly and profitably.

The days were not, however, all sunshiue, for
Maude displayed a passionate temper, too guickly
roused to be easily managed, and not readily quelled,
and Agnes, if invariably light-hearted and good-tem-
pered, wae often carelese and inattentive.

Mabel was almost too young for the school-room,
but Winifred grew warmly attached to the timid affec-
tionate child, who loved dearly to nestle by her side
and listen to the stories of old Jeanie, with her quaint
Scotch accent, or of little Garnet, who, to Mabel's de-
light, figured largely in Winifred’s home narratives.
Even Will bad discovered that if Miss Roy were ¢ only
a girl ’ she could be a very pleasant and instructive
companion in the long walks in search of ferns and
leaves, which they frequently took—to the girls a
source of endless pleasure, and in which he was often
fain to join.

So to Winifred the weeks passed, on the whole,
swiftly and happily. She heard freguently from
home, and was kept assured of the welfare of the
loving home circle in the distant city, and her time
being fully occupied, she had no leisure to indulge
ir, jdle dreams of the past, or vain wishes for the fu-
tare.

Responding, too, to nature’s slightest touch ; keenly
susceptible to the ever-varying loveliness of the skies,
or the beautiful sutumn tints—intensified, by the
living sparkle of the matchless sunlit days—glori-
fied field and forest—Winifred's mind expanded m.ar-
vellously. Andoh! how lovely seemed that autumn
jin the couniry to her.

Afar on wooded hills, pale amber shades gleamed
mid erimson and gold ; reddening sumachs and flam-
ing maples quivered in dusk of olive green snd rasset
jbrown ; trailing glories of vivid searlet erept through
tangled brake or glowed in bright mosaic on rugged
wayside. Winifred felt that life gathered depth and
| strength in the quiet hush of autumnal days, for les-
sons that the changing seasons teach fall on s0il more
and more cultured, as we leern the real meaning of
spring’s patient struggling through untimely frosts and
ngainst dismaying winds, culminating at last in the
rich froition of the bounteous harvest.

And, as she became acquainted with the people, she
learned many s lesson, too, of patient self-denial, of
implicit trust in the great Giver of good, of &ruest life
gervice from the homely ‘ country folk” amongst
whom she dwelt. Thorndale was remarkably free
from the propensity to gossip so characteristic of
most remote villages, therefore Winifred was spared
what would have proved s trial to her sencitive na-
ture, that element of ‘*inqaisitiveness” into a
atranger’s concerns, that sometimes prevails to such
an extent in country pleces. Perhaps the harmless
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curiosity and want of tact displayed in disseminating
a knowledge of one another's affairs added life and
zest and did no real detriment to the little assemblage
which met Sabbath after Sabbath in the cld frame
meeting-house, where the minister, an earnest, godly
man, laboured faithfully through summer's heat and
winter’s cold, to lead the thought’s of his people up-
ward, from nature’s temple to her God.

Mrs. Holt rarely visited anyone, but she urged
Winifred to accept some of the many invitations,
which every Sunday she received, ¢ to come over early
soms day and bring her work,” coming eaxly meaning
just after dinner. However, by dint of always keep-
icg her pupils engaged till four o’clock, she occasion-
ally escaped from what would have proved a weari-
ness to her quiet reserve.

“ Here comaes & daughter of the gods, divinely fair,”
said Will, idly tapping on the window of the bright,
sunny room, where they awaited breakfast, one beau-
tiful morning in October.

“ That must be Mrs. Burnside,” cried Maud ; * Will
thinks there is nobody like her.”

“T wonder if the Dr. has come home,"” said her
father. ¢ Is Mrs. Burnside alone, Will 1’

But Will hade made good kis retreat as the lady
entered the room. Winifred was not surprised at the
boy's admiration of their visitor, who had won her
own heart long before.

Mrs. Burneide had been an exceedingly handsome
woman, and at thirty-seven her face was lovely as
few faces ave past their youth. Frances L'Estrange
Lad lived until her marriage in the old cathedral town
cf Norwich, where her father, for many years rector
of a well-endowed church, had lavished every possible
luxury and a weanlth of affeciion on his motherless
children, Harold and Frances.

‘When Kenneth Burnside, with nothing but ar un-
blemished character and unqaestioned talents, asked
that the only daunghier should become the wife of a
struggling doctor, Mr. L'Estrange waited only to as-
certain if Frances loved him well enough to relinquish
her life of ease and pleasure for one of care and un-
certainty—to welcome him gladly as a son. Stipu-
lating that, if possible, they should reside with bim.

Bat Providence had decreed otherwisp. A week
after they were married the old rector died, and a few
months later Dr. Burrside took his wife from the
soene of her bitter pain and almost uncontrollable
grief for a trip across the Atlantic. On the voyage
they made Mr. and Mrs. Holt’s acquaintance, then on
their way to Canada. On account of his wife's shat-
tered nerves aud berlth, Dr. Burnside, whose plans
for the future were now quite indefinite, was easily
persaaded by Mr. Holt {o settle at least for a time in

Change and time had proved beneficial, and Fran-
ces had enjoyed years of truest happiness in the listle
village—=a help-meet to her husband in the highest
gense of the term, commanding the love and respect
of all who knew her, ever striving to do good in word
and deed—perhaps, in this lay the secret of the singu
lar lovelinees of her countenance, as well as in the
regularity of feature which she possessed.

* Mrs. Holt,” said Mrs. Burnside, after a few min-
utes’ conversation, ¢‘ can you spare Miss Roy for a
whole day? We. will go to Klenvillefirst, then round
the other way to Glen Allen, and Dr. Burnside or
Harold will drive her back to-night. I have some
business to do for the doctor, and will be so grateful
for a companion.”

¢ When does your brother return to England, Mrs.
Burpside ? 7 asked Mr. Holt, as Winifred gladly,
thankful for Mrs. Holt’s ready consent, hastily fin-
igshed her breakfast and left the room to attire for the
drive.

‘“He is undecided, as yet, Mr. Holt, but we are
most anxious for him to remain for the winter,” re-
plied Mrs. Burnside. ‘ But you know how restless
Harold is uniess he is fully engaged.” ¢ Ah, Miss
Roy,” as Winifred re-appeared, ** you must have a
warm wrap ; it will be guite chilly by and by.”

For five or six miles the road wound past farms and
woods ; through a cedar swamp, the air filled with
its aromatic fragrance ; over & cranberry marsh,
whose scarlet berries glistened in the sunlight like
oriental jewels, and then up long, grey hills, and
down their rugged slants until they reached Glen-
ville.

¢ Whst & desclate picture,” exclaimed Winifred, as
they paused for & moment at the top of the hill lead-
ing to the village. Indeed, the straggling street looked
dreary enough, even in the bright sunshine. Old,
dilapidated frame houses, their windows curtained
with blue and yellow paper; untidy gardens, filled
with oorn-stalks, half-ripe pumpkins, or faded sun-
flowers ; s little charch, the plaster falling off, leaving
great bare patches of lath and mortar, added indes-
cribably to the dreariness of the scene.

“ Do you see the grave over there with the picket
fence around it ? "’ said Mrs., Burnside, pointing to a
lorely part of the burial ground, where s solitary
mound was enclosed by a high railing.

“ A poor young fellow from England died hers a
few years ago, of small-pox. Dr. Hilton sent for Mr.
Burnside to see if anything could be done for him,
but he died before they could even find out who he
was or where he came from, except that he intended
joining his brother who came out before him. Ob, it
was all so sad ; they were obliged to dig the grave

Glen Allen, wnere & skillful physicisn was greatly ; themselves, and bury the poor boy, for he was only &

nesded.

boy after all.”
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*“Well,” resumned Mrs. Burugide, noticing how si-
lent Winifred had grown, “I do not wonder that
Harold thinks Glenville a hundred years behind the
age ; just look at that primitive little school-house.”

Winifred thought it in perfect keeping with the
vest of the village, as they saw the bare-footed boys
and girls released for recess, rush pell-mell into the
long, narrow school-yard. The master, a tall, slight
man, very much stooped, came to the door,shading
his eyes with his thin, white hand, as he answered
Mrs. Burnside's kindly enguiries for his wife angd
family. .

Winifred gave & sigh of relief as her companion,
having finished her comnmissions, turned the horse
homewards.

1 didn’t know there was a shady side to country
life,” she remarked. “ Fancy living therein the win-
ter.”

“ There Fare some very pleasant people residing
there,"” replied Mrs. Burnside, ‘* but the villageitself is
too unhappily situated to admit of muchimprovement.
I suppose whoever built there first must have been
teken with its romantic aspect, instead of the conveni-
ence or inconvenience of getting to or from it.”

The remainder of the journey was most enjoyable.
They tarried at a farm-house for diuner, and reached
Glen Allen in time for an esrly tea.

“What do you think of our small town, Miss
Roy? " ssked Dr. Burnside, as they assémbled after
tea in the handsomely fur.ished drawing-room,

¢ Agk her rather how she liked Glenville,” said his
wife, laughingly. “ I was rather amused at her un-
conscious shudder as we drove through, for you know
how enthusiastio she bas been about the loveliness of
the couniry,”

** So Frances tried to dispel your illusions, Miss
Roy,” said Harold L'Estrange, whom Winifred met
to-doy for the first time. ¢ That was scarcely kind if
you intend remaining for the winter in the country.”

¢ Not in Glenville,” she replied, * but it's dreary
anywhere when the snow comes, at least it is in the
city.”

‘ Harold,” cried his sister, as she heard him ask
Winifred if she sang or plaved, * Miss Roy is very
tired to-night. so let her rest, and come and have a
chat with us.”

Too quickly the evening passed. Dr. Burnside and
Mr. L'Estrangs were both widely read, ard had spent
vears in travelling, and Winifred was intensely de-

iighted with the conversation, which touched upon so |

many places and points of interest, till the silvery
chime of the clock striking ten reminded her of the
1our.

‘Do not let him go in, Miss Roy,” called Mrs.
Burnside, as they started for the Elms. * Now, Ken-

neth, you wiil keep Mr. Holt up too long, if you
stop.”

« Is that you, dootor ? " asked David, the man of
all work, opening the gate as Winifred and Dr. Burn-
side, after a rapid drive, drove up to the house in the
darkness. ‘¢ Mrs. Holt gaid, would you come in, if
you ceme, "

* Anything wrong, David 2"

¢ No, sir, I think not; Mabel hasn’t beeu well, bu*
she’s better now. She's been asking for you ever so
many times, Miss Roy,” he continued, as they went
up the steps to the door.

(To be continued.)

WIGGINSISM.

Men are sometimes very fond of being Wigginsed.
Here is a town in which are medical men of various
schools, who have studied the human frame and its
diseases ; they have toiled in hospitals ; they have dis-
sected the bodies of the victims of disease ; they have
possesged themselves of the knowledge gained all over
the world ; they have acquired a reputation, and they
have this reputation to sustain. But now comes along
a man with a long beard and a longer name ; he fills
the papers with flaming notices, and covers the fences
with placards ; nobody knows ought of him, and he
carries away a trunk full of money. After a while
people begin to realize that they have been Wigginsed ;
but they are just as ready for the next Wiggins.

Here is & minister who has been preaching to his
people for a score of years ; he is known as a faithful
student of the one divinely revealed plan of salvation ;
i he is known to be exemplary in his life, with no high-
er desire than the saving of his people. The people
hear of sumebody, some ** Boy Preacher,” some ** Gos-
i pel Blacksmith,” some ‘“ Converted Burglar,” or the
{like, and they send off for him ; and they go wild, and
i crowd the house till the small hours ; and perhaps he
1 turns out to be a good man and a great benefactor ; and
%then again perhaps—not. (Observe we are not now
; speakingof brethren of established characterand reputa-
. tion, like some whom we might name ; we are speaking
“of a very different class.)

*  Here is a- vacant church ; they are looking for a
j pastor : there are ministers of blameless character,
i who have been eminently useful in the churches which
. they have served ; but they are not sky-rocket men ;
.they are simply pious, instructive preachers of the
-gospel. The church hears of some Wiggius from the
extreme East, or the more extreme West, whom no
. one knows or can vouch for ; and at once Wiggins is
i:called, with such results as might be expected by any-
: body who had much experience.

i 'These illustrations of Wigginsism might be indefin-
| itely extended.— National Baptist.
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@IRission JYHotes.

THERE are missions at home, not enchanted by dis-
tance, but urgent by being at our doors. We with
pleasure insers a few notes written at our own re-
quest regarding a humble but characteristic work
carried on among 8 class whose privileges are few and
whose temptations are many :

In the summer of the year 1867 the Rev. Alexander
McGlashan, who had laboured long as a sailors’ mis-
sionary in Mobile, but had returned to Ontario, deep-
ly impressed with the importance of a mission among
the sailors brought to our doors while passing
through the Welland Canal, waited upon the various
ministers in the city of St Catharines, and laid plans
before them. A general union mesting was called in
the Canada Methodist Church, representatives of the
various churches were present, stirring addressas were
delivered, at the close a committee was formed to ad-
vise with Mr. McGlashan as to how the work was fo
be carried on. Being well known in the States he
purposed to enlist the sympathy of American Chris-
tians in its behalf, and make the mission a branch of
the American Seamen’s Friends' Society, also to
raise funds on the Canadian side, build a Bethel
chapel, and employ colporteurs.

His plans were adopted, and he entered upon his
work. The merchants and vessel owners in St Cath-
arines liberally responded to his appeal. The pros-
pect was encouraging, two colporteurs were engaged,
and the mission begun. But soon & change came. Mr.
McGlashan was suddenly removed by death, the
money that had been collected was expended, no one
was left to superintendor carry on the work so hopefully
begun. During the winter months negotiatiors were
entered into with the Upper Canada Religious Tract
and Book Society, that they should take up the
work. As the result of these mnegoiiations the So-
ciety took up the work with the understanding that
special funds would have to be raised for its support

venient—in the chapel or in the open air. Ie also
regularly visits the General and Marine Hospital, con-
ducts Bible readings, and has private conversation
| with the patients which have been the means of much
blessing. In the winter season when the canal is
closed, the missionary acts as agent of the Society,
raising funds by enbseriptions and donations ; also as
a8 general evangelist, preaching in churches, aldress-
ing Sabbath schools, visiting our various institutions,
talking in a familiar way to the inmates and distribut-
ing the good Word of Life. His winter work is no
less important and useful than the summer, as through
his labours me ny have been brought to & saving know-
ledge of the truth.

A few extracts from the report of the agent Mr.
Bone, are appended :—

In presenting these I have stated simply the facts
a3 they have occurred. My fourteen years experience
+has taught me many important lessons; one is, to
lhave more faith in God, and another is, to have less
i faith in man. The blossoms of promise and good re-
| solution, instead of growing into the fruits of holy
obedience, ofttimes have passed away like the morn-
ing cloud and early dew, while others bave proved
their professed faith by their works, and by their daily
walk are living epistles of Christ. Of these I may
mention oue or two examples : In the mouth of Feb-
ruary, while travelling in the cars from Galt to Ham-
ilton, I happened to meet a young man in the train
to whom I gave a card with a text of Seripture and a
verse of & hymn on it ; he smiled and said he would
read it. In the course of conversation I learned he
was following & show, and leading & godless life, and
under the influence of Jiquor, as he drew a flagk of
whiskey from his pocket and asked me to partake.
I declined, and said I did not draw my inspiration
I from a whiskey bottle , he asked then, * where do
you drink from?'" I replied : ¢ from the Fountain of
the Wator of Life of which ifa man drink he shall
not thirst again.” This led into a serious train of
conversation; he seemed to quibble about many
points in Seripture, while I endeavoured to press home
the necessity of being born again, as the best means
of understanding the things of God. On parting at
the Hamilton station I asked if I would pray for him ?

n}ld a suitable person found to carry on the mis- | ge said, “you may do so if you like.” ¢ Well,” 1
sion. In the month of May, 1868, the Rev. Thomas ! remarked,  you cannot hinder me.” Then be said,
Bone was nominated by the advisory comumibtee , * you may pray for me ;" I replied, *“ what shall I
of St. Catharines, and appointed by the Board ofiﬁsk for you?" He answered, “ You know best.”
the U. C. T. & B. Society, Torento. Since then the | Then I said, *I will pray God to make you miserable
mission has b - dile. taki oot i in yourpresent condition, and that yonmay findnorest

sion has been growing steadily, taking ¥00b njynt) con fud it in Christ.” I gave him my address,
the confidence and affections of all denominations, | angd asked if he would write and let me know when
and bearing much fruit to the glory of God and | the prayer was answered; he said he would, and
the gool of a large portion of the community.  Within foor months afterwards I received a letter tel-
During the season of navigation the missionary i ling me that he had been led to see himself a lost and

goee on board the vessels and propellers passing 1 ruined sinner, under the preaching of the Word, that

i ik 10 litt 'd had ope is eyes to S
through the cnnal; distributes tho best Christinn ' Le way of salvation, that inciead of working. for s
literature in the form of books, magazines, tracts!vation he had only to trust in Jesus. As the little
and the Holy Scriptures; enters into conversa-verse said :—
tion with the men as he has opportunity, preaches Only trust Him, only trust Him,

the Word on the Lord's day wherever the most con- Only trust Him now,
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He will save you, he will save you,
Ho wili save you now,

Baving trusted in Jesus he had peace with Cod,
and the consciousuess of sin forgiven ; also, that he
bad given up the old show and was now endeavour-
ing to show forth the love of God to .he unsaved
around bim, and thanked God for the way by which
he had led him to Hiraself. Since receiving the letter
1 happened to meet a gentleman who knew him, who
was preaching at the place, and talked with him when
he was brought to Jesus, and he confirmed the truth
of his testimony. .

Another pleasing trophy of Divine Grace was a
young raen whom I met in our hospital. At first his
mind was in great perplexity and doubt ; he had been
trying to get peace with God by other methods of his
own, but signally failed. After a series of conversa-
tions, the light dawned upon his soul; he saw bis
morality could not save, but that God had taken up
and settled forever the question of sin, and that Jesus
was the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth ; that now he could olaim Him as the
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being'dangerous tu health-—the amount of extra labour
it now involves—- and the lessons from past experience
leads him to make this * one appeal to the Lord’s
stewards—that they would give us in this work and
, for His sake—a fair chance.” ¢ If,” he adds, ‘‘this
| new missionary child cannot be so much as sheltered
l till it is old enough to stand on its own feet——be merci-
j ful to it and strengthen it in the birth.”
! He holds five different services in different quarters
i of the city on thre Sabbath day, in places provided for
'him gratuitously, so that the need of a church home
i 8 quite distant yet. It is encouraging that he has to
|say, ‘“both in our congregations and in our school
we have rejoined our souls manifestly soon. We love
our work and our people and have always enjoyed
. their full sympathy and co-operation ; we cannot but
Ibelieve that there is very much to hope for here.”
We give the concluding portion of Mr. Brook’s appeal
in full :

Lord his righteousness; that while he had lost his| « We ask you, dear friends, that you would take off
limb it had been the means of leading him to find the! from us, and share among yourselves, as God may give

Saviour. Since he left the hospital I have heard: e A R . .
pleasing testimony of his consisté;:t life. There are|Yyou ability, the loafi “'h_"’h His p'rowdenc.e has laid
also several other hopeful cases which space forbids to , upon ue.  An English friend, abuilder, estimates that

notice, but we may rest assured that the Lord knows: for a h,use to accommodate forty boarding pupils and
them that are His ; that His watchful eye is upon gurselves we need 3,000 L.T. and for land 2,000 L.T.,
them, and His everlusting erus are around and under- or in round numbers $15,000 and $10,000 respectively
neath them. In view of what God bath wrought for’ Qo= . O A ?
us, may we consecrate ourselves to His service, re- $20,000in all; this is for the least possible and the
solved to spend and be spent for Him, rejoicing that ~plainest pussible ; where is it to be found? To ask it
in due season we shall reap if we faint not. Then all of the Board must he in vain, for it hasn’t it to
shall they who sow and they who reap rejoice to- give; it has to cut down this year the regular work
gether, and to God be all the glory. of our mission over 3,000 1.T., leading to the resigna-

A letter just received from our daughter now in . tion of missionaries, the dismissal of preachers, the
Constantinople, encloses an appeal from Rev. C. H. breakingup of schools, etc. As, however, the rent paid
Brooks to the friends of mission work, in regard to the ‘ here by ourselves and by the Board conjointly pays
present need and circumstances of his mission. It is ; five per cent. interest on the 3,000 L.T. required,
a story of toil, faith and endurance really inspiring, ;I am persuaded that if from cutside sources the needed
** We have had, " he writes, ‘' many hard struggles, land can be secured, the Board will put upon it the
not only with actual want, but with despair itself.” | desired building. Whence then our $10,0007 A
His object has been to establish a thuroughly mission- | pre-requisite to the exercise of the Lord’s multiplying
ary school without drawing on the missionary funds. ; power is the presentation to Him by the disciples of
In this he has had much to acourage him in thetheir five loaves and fow small fishes, their all; as
number of pupils taught and in the conversions among | for ourselves, we shall be only too glad to comply with
them. He has now fuurteen boarding pupils and nine | these terms and to bring to our Master whatever can
day scholars. ** Up te this year,” he says, ‘I havelbe saved from our salary, over and above the lowest
given the English instruction myself ; from Septem- | subsistence ; I think it will be safe, too, to say that
ber to February we had as a loan Miss Lawrence of | our Greek preacher, our teachers, and our servants
Manissa and now we rejuice vver the coming of our | will be ready to join us in presenting each atleast one
permanent principal, Miss Macallum.” Thelease of the | months aalary, that the people too, out of their poverty,
premises occupied expires in another year and he now | will cheerfully add their gifts. While I do not wish
feels there is laid ““upon him the heavy burden of | to pass fora fool much less to be one, I believe it to be
providing for his work among the Greeks, in part a, right for us here among ourselves to aim at 100 L.T.
body-—a Mission house—or kome for his mission School | or 8500, this year and the same next, making our
and themselves conjointly. The unsuitableness of the ' offering in all, if possible $1,000. Doing this or as
house they occupy—the possibility that a worse in- 'much of itas we cam, in addition to sustaining the
stead of a better will be obtainable when their present | school and other departments of our work, should we
lease is out—the defective drainage and crowded state | not have a right to appeal to those who find 2 pleasure
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in helping such as help themselves, I do not mean the
gods of the ancient Greeks, but Christian friends of
our modern Greeks and of ourselves as one with them,
and to ask you as such to take these our five loaves and
in the Masters name and for His sake to multiply
them tenfold? Pray over it with us, and as He shall
permit you, so do.”

We earnestly commend this appeal to our churches
and to the friends of missions in Canada.

D. MacaLLonm.
St Elmo, May 11, 1883.

On the marble steps she knelt,
And her soul that moment felt
More than she could speak, as there
Quivering, movead her lips in prayer,
And the God she had forgot
Smiled upon her lonely lot,
Heard her as she murmured oft,
With an accent sweet and soft,

“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me.

Let me hide myself in thee !

® . i * *

Little knew the lady fair,

ROCK OF ACGES.

‘“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee !
Sang the lady, soft and low,
And her voice’s gentle flow
Rose upon the evening air
‘With that sweet and solemn prayer :
‘“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee!”

Yet she sang as oft she had
When her heart was gay and glad,
Sang because she felt alonse,
Sang because her soul had grown
Weary with the tedious day,
Sang to while the hours away.
“* Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thea!”

‘Where the fiful gaslight falls
On her father's massive walls,
On the chill and silent street
‘Whers the lights and shadows mest ;
There the lady’s voice was heard,
Ag the breath of night was stirred
With her tones so swest and alear,
Waiting up to God that prayer :

“ Roock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee !

‘Wandering, homeless, thro’ the night,
Praying for the morning light,
Pale and haggard, wan and weak,
‘With sanken eyes and hollow cheek,
Went a woman, one whosgs life
Had been wrecked in sin and sirife;
One, a lost and only child,
One by sin and shame defiled ;
And her hea:* with sorrow wrang,
Hcard the lady whenr she sung

** Rook of Ages, claft for me,

Let me hide myse:f in thes ! ”

Pausing low her head she bent,
And the music as it went
Pierced her blackened soul, and brought
Back to her (as lost in thought
Trembling she stood) the past,
And the burning tears fell fast,
Ana she called to mind the days
‘When she walked in virtues ways ;
When she sang that very song
With no sense of sin or wrong:
“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee!”

As she sang in silence thare,
That he~ voice had pierced a soul
That bad lived 'neath sin’s control!
Little knew, when she had dons,
That a lost and erring one
Heard her—as she breathed that strain—
And returned to God again !
~F. L. Stanton.

REMARKABLE ELECTRICAL DISCOVERY.

Applications of elec.ricity are not only making rapid
progress in every part of Europe, but also in the
southern hemisphere. There come, indeed, from
Otago, New Zealand, details of an invention as
marvellous a8 any yet recorded in the aunals of elec-
trical science. The Rev. Mr. Gilbert, of Christ Church,
in a recent address, told his audience that it was now
proved to be possible to convey, by means of elec-
tricity, vibrations of light—not only to speak with your
distant friend, but actually to see him. The electro-
scopa—the name of the instrument which enabled to
do this—was the very latest scientific discovery, and
to Dr. Guidrah, of Vietoria, belonged the proud dis-
tinction of being its inventor and perfecter. Mr. Gil-
bert stated that & trial of this wonderful instrument
had taken place at Melbourne, in the presence of some
forty scientific and public men, and that it bad been
a great success. Sitiing in a dark room, they saw
projected on & large disc of white burnished metal the
racecourse at Flemington, with its myriad of active
beings. Minute details stood out wiil: perfect fidelity
to the original, and as they looked at the wonderful
picture through binocular glasses, it was difficult to
imagine that they were not actually on the course
itself, and moving among those whose actions they
could so completely scan. —Eaxchange.

THREE of Garibaldi's grandchildren attend the Baptist
Sunday school in Rome, Italy.

TweLve Catholic bishops have been appointed by the
Russian Government in Poland.

The Mennonites in Americza now number 410 churches,
250 ministers and 50,000 commupicants.

Mrs. Philip Goss, of Lyndon, Vt., is in her eighty-third
year and still conducts 2 class in the Sunday school.

JEFFERSON DAVISs is now devoting himself to the improve-
ment of 50c acres, by growing oranges and grapes.
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Jziterary XX)otices.

Gover's COMMENTARY ON RoMANs : 544 pages, cloth
octavo, £2.60. Funk & Wagnalls, New York. Theo-
logically, Romans is the New Testament battle ground
between the rival theologies of Calvin and Arminius.
(iudet evidently favours the latter, his editor, Dr. T.
W. Chambers, the former. The commentary is exe-
getical, practical, and devotional, and the brief edi-
torial notes discreet and wise. To review the work
would require an article. We commend it as thorough,
evangelienl, even voluminous, a worthy following of
Dr. Hodge on the same epistle.

Tue StaANDARD LiBRARY not only continues its visits,
but keeps up its standard excellence. Matthieu Wil-
liams, ¢ Science in Short Chapters " is & volume of
popular essays on practical science, ¢.g., Stove Hested
Air, the Ice Age, Conl, etc.: and the ‘“ Lives of
illustrious Shoemakers,” by W. E. Winks, opens up in
a startling way England's debt to illustrious cobblers.
There are over fifty short biographies of such men as
Sir Cloudesley Shovel, Samuel Drew, William Carey,
teorge Fox, and John Greenleaf Whittier. *‘An
Hour with Charlotte Bronte ” forms another inviting
volume. Mrs. Holloway has with loving reverence
and pride gazed upon her great sister woman from the
standpoint of her literary endeavours and achieve-
ments and her domestic surroundings, and her con-
clusions are worthy of her © Hour” with her subject.
1t ig a fascinating biography, told in a charming style.
These volumes are also bound in cloth, the twenty-five
cent numbers at §1, the fifteen cent ones at seventy-
five cents. Thus far the works have been all of perman-
ent value. One of the latest to hand is the collected
essays of George Eliot. These essays are now col-
lected for the first time, and form an interesting
memorial of the great novelist.

Hicuways or LITERATURE,”’ by David Pryde, isan-
other of the Standard Library Series, affording excel-
lent direction in the field of literature, telling how to
rend, and what to read, in lively and chaste style. Our
young friends may endorse the following, *‘ Get rid of
the notion that the human mind i8 a mere bag to be
filled with knowledge. Get rid of the notion that a
boy is an ingeneous automaton, that may ba made to
vo through certain motions to please Her Majesty's
Inspector at the end of the year. Recollect that he
has an imagination that is hungering to be fed with
stories about his fellow beings—don't give the mere
husks—names and dates, give him the kernel, the
very spirit.”  In other words, let the scholars see life.

Covrix CLour's CALENDER is a sprightly talk about
the garden and flowers ; just such a talk as interests,
while it instructs, while we atroll alung the walks and
bend over the fiower beds.

THe June CeNTURY.—Edmund W. Goose contri-
butes the opening paper; *‘ Living English Sculptors.
He claims for living English sculptors a place well up
with the leadership of the French in what is called the
second revival of sculpture. The argument of the text
has the support of fourteen or fifteen illustrations,
some of them full-page, showing the best works of
Woolner, Walker, Armstead, Marshall, Lawson, Mac-
lean, and Thornycroft’s * Artemis” and * Teucer,”
which are admirable for their classic beauty and ide-
ality. Woolner's bust of ‘ Tennyson™ will be the
frontispiece of the number. Theodore Thomas has
written an introduction for a paper ‘‘ On the Training
of Children’s Voices,” which Wm. L. Tomlins has
contributed to the forthcoming June Century. An
article in the new ¢ Open Letters ” department, ‘‘ On
the Galloping Horse in Art,” promises to interest those
who, adopting the conclusions of the author of ** The
Horse in Motion,” have made merry over the ignor-
ance of the artists in representing the galloping horse
with outstretched legs. The writer a Boston artist,
shows that the laughing has been premature, and that
the conventional attitudes are as trueand as scientific,
in practical optics, as are Mr. Muybridge's photo-
graphs in theory. The absurdity of applying that
theory rigidly to art is shown in a humoroussilhouette
(after Muybridge) of a country horse-race, in ¢ Bric-
A-Brac” of the same number. The portrait of
Keats, drawn by Joseph Severn, when the poet wasin
his last illness, has been engraved by Cole. An en-
graving of Severn, from a drawing made by the artist
himself, is also given. It is believed that the portrait
of Severn (who died in Rome in 1879) has never before
been reproduced in America.

Ovr Litree ONes—The Russell Publishing Com-
pany—still keeps up the interest with our little ones,
whose constant pleading, ‘“ Read to me, fathei,” as
the well known page is opened, attests how well the
publication fulfils its mission. $1.50 per year well
gpent.

Frox the American Sunday School Union, Phila-
delphia, we have received a very suggestive list of titles
to a series of discourses, by George Dane Boardman,
to his church. 'They cover the entire New Testament,
and occupied the Wednesday services from Oct., 1864,
to April 5, 1882. They are eminently suggestive for
consecutive, topical preaching. Also, *“The Shrewd
Steward,” one of the course, affording an example of
the style. Both these are in tract form. We have
also received, ¢ What to Do,” by Mrs. A. K. Dunning,
a story, teo late for review this month.

THE revision of the Old Testament is expected to be com-
pleted in the fall and published next winter or early spring.

4 The Pilgrim’s Progress” has been translated into nearly
all the langunages of India, and it is as popular with Asiatics
as with Europeaus.
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INews of the Elhurches.

BrantForp YounNe Lapies’ Forerax MissioNary
Avxiuiary.~—The first annual meeting of the above
Society was held May 11th, at the residence of James
Wilkes, Bsq. A large number accepted the kind in-
vitation to be present, and, after refreshments, the
meeting was called to order by the president, Miss
Wilkes, who briefly stated the objects of the mesting.
The secretary, Miss Wisner, read the annual report,
Miss Clara Wilkes, treasurer, the financial statement.
Though only about nine months organized, and the
church a good part of the time without a pastor, the
society raised for foreign missions the sum of over
280. The Home Missionary Society has not suffered
by this new effort, for the contributions are nearly
double that of last year. The Missionary Superin-
tendent, the Rev. T. Hall, was asked to address the
meeting. His words were congratulatory and encour-
aging. Our Brantford friends are to be congratulated
on their spirit and success, and oar earnest prayer is
that soon they may rejoice again in a settled pastorate,
and renewed consecration to the work of the Lord.

Paris.—The anniversary of this church was held
April 29th, when sermons were preached—morning,
by Rev. Dr. Ryckman, of the Canada Methodist
Church, evening, by the pastor, Rev. H. Hughes.
The evening sermon was preached, by request, to the
Independent Order of Oddfellows. On Tuesday even-
ing, May 1st, the annual sociai was held. A sumptu-
ous repast was prepared by the ladies. A very large
number assembled. Every Protestant congregation
in the town was well represented. After supper an
adjournment was made to the church, where addresses
and music occupied the remaining portion of the
evening. At this meeting the pastor presided, and in
his opening remarks referred to the church debt of
8951, which he hoped would soon be paid off. He
stated that $200 had been paid on the principal at the
beginning of the present year. Sowme thirty years ago he
had read a quaint and suggestive definition of *‘debt,”
which had lived with him ever since—D. E. B. T,,
Dun Every Body Twice, yet, that was searcely consist-
ent with church life ; he therefore urged upon all and

each the duty of aiding in the payment of the last cent |

due upon God’s house. The Revs. Dr. Ryckman,
{Methodist), and McLeod (Presbyterian), made some
timely and congratulatory remarks, and the Rev. Dr.
Wild, of Toronto, delivered one of his characteristic
addresses. As a whole, the anniversary vas a marked

success—numerically, financially, socially and spiritu-

ally.

Yaraouta. —Going to press we learn that Rev. A,

NcGregor, of ths Tabornacle Congregational Church
in this town, has received a call from Pawtucket, R. I.
He announced the fact to members of hig church after
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the prayer-meeting on Wednesday evening, May 12th.
Mr. McGregor has since decided to accept the call.
We regret Mr. McGregor's departure from the Domin-
ion, but he departs with our editorial confidence and
benediction.

From the English Nonconformist we learn that
the annual meetings of the Scottish Congregational
Union weve held April 16th to 18th last, in Dundee.
The place was well chosen. Not only is Congregation-
alism velatively strong in the town, but the leading
daily newspaper of the district is edited and owned by
a member of the communion. The name of this gen-
tleman well deserves mention here. Mr. Leng is an
Englishman, he has been long in Scotland ; his paper,
the Dundee Advertiser, has been a great success, It
is conducted with extraordinary spirit, and is by far
the most influential organ of Liberalism north of the
Forth. The Union meetings were well attended. They
could not but do much good to the denomination. All
necessary routine business was attended to, but the
opportunity was taken, also, to deal with a variety of
general subjects having and bearing upon the promo-
tion of personal religion. In the discussions which
took place on these general subjects Dr. Hannay, from
England, took a leading part, and sought to give
special emphasis to the fact that what the churches
want above all things is more Life. The cordiality
with which this affirmation was accepted on all hands
was not a little significant. Organization and culture
it was admitted could do much ; but, after all, what is
indispensable is more of the Spiit of Power from
above. It was announced that the mnembership of the
communion is increasing. Arrangements have been
almost completed for the thorough equipment of the
Theological Seminary. Dr. Lindsay Alexander now
finally retires, and the teaching staff for the future
will stand as follows :—Biblical Language and Litera-
ture, Old and New Testament Exegesis, Mr. Simpson
Dalkeith ; The Person, Work, and Ministry of Christ,
{Dr. Pulsford ; Homiletics, Mr. Goodrich ; General
i Superintendence, Mr. Gregory. It is proposed to add
ia teacher of Elocution and Public Speaking, and it is
rhoped that ere long a man of standing and learning
Pwill be secured to fill the office of Principal.
| Mr. Auchterlonie, of Edinburgh, has been appuinted
ito edit the denominational magazine, the Scottish
| Congregationalist, and he has entered on his new
;duties with great enthusiasm. Our editorial greetings
‘sre sent to our friend.

* UBITU ARY.

GV,ORGE ROBERTSON,

i Thé Congregational denomination in Canada has met
with a serious loss, in the death of Deacon Georue
Robertson, of Kingston, Ont. Few men felt a warmer
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interest in our denominational enterprises, or sup-
ported them with a more generous hand, than did Mr.
Robertson.

He was born in Kirkwall, Orkney, Scotland, in
which place his grandfather was for many years the
honoured Congregational pastor. His father, who de-
sorvedly stood so high in the estimation of sll who
knew him, removed to Kingston with his family in
the year 1859, and there his eldest son, George, was
engaged with him in mercantile persuits, becoming at
his death the senior member of the extensive firm.
In business he was characterized by the strictest in-
tegrity, and proved that success was not dependent
upon sharp practice. No man could stand higher in
the esteem of business men than he did.

In 1869 Mr. Robertson returned to Scotland, when
he was married to Miss Euphema Rendall, of Edin-
burgh, who returned with him, to make her future
home in Canada. Five children were born to them,
the eldest being a girl of eleven years. In 1861 he
united with the Kingston Cougregational Church, was
appointed a deacon in 1876, and for a number of years
he was superintendent of both the church and mission
Sunday schools. He was a most earnest, exemplary
Christian, and though always unassuming, his genuine
worth and benevolence were known to all who knew
him. Bis attachment to his church and denomina-
tion was very great ; and though these received a large
measure of his benevolence, still, generous contribu-
tions were made to religious and charitable objects
generally. This is exemplitied by his last will and
testament, whereby he makes the Canada Congrega-
tional Missionary Society and the Kingston General
Hospital equally the residuary legatees of his estate.

In the autumn of 1882 his constitution, never very
strong, showed the presence of disease, and the bene-
fit of & winter's residence in a southern climate was
sought. There, though every attention which loving
hearts and medical skill could afford were bestowed,
he gradually sank until, on the morning of March the
19th. he quietly fell asleep in Jesus, at Jacksonville,
Florida, in the presence of his wife, a sister, a brother,
and one of his children. His entire sickness showed
his faith, patience and resignation, and his end was in
calm trust and quiet peace.

The remains of Deacon Robertson were brought to
Kingston, where they were laid to rest, in the presence
of a large assembly of citizens, representing all creeds
and classes, who greatly mourned the loss of a good
man and an honoured citizen. On the following Sun-
day, appropriate memorial services were conducted in
the church and Sunday schuol. The text selected for
the Sunday morning was from Acts xi. 24, ‘‘ For he

was 2 good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith.” Very deep sympathy is felt generally for the
families more immediately affected by this bereave-]

ment.

Mfficial IR otices.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO
4AND QUEBEG.

The annual meeting of the Union will bs held,
according to adjournment, in London, Ontario, com-
mencing on Wednesday, June 6th, at 7:30 p.m., when
the Rev. W. Hay, of Scotland, Ont., will preach, by
appointment of the Union.

The Grand Trunk, Canadian Pacific, and Northern
and North-Western Railways will issue double journey
tickets over their linos, at a fair and a third, to those
presenting certificates from me. I have, as yet, no
reply from the steamboat Company ; but I learn that
their boats will leave Montreal every Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday, at noon, for the present. When
sendivg for certificates, please state by what lines you
intend to travel.

Brethren will please remember the collection for
the Union, on the first Sabbath of June (Standing
Rule 12). Let every church send something, whether
represented or not. The thirty-six churches that con-
tributed nothing last year should send us an extra
collection this year, as we have large bills for printing
to pay, and shall have to meet heavier claims than
ususl for travelling expenses.

The Committee of the Union will meet in the vestry
of the London churth, on Wednesday, June 6th, at
2p.m. Jouxn Woop,

Sec'y Cong. Union 0. and Q.

Ottawa, May 16th, 1883.

CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND
SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the above Society will be
held (D.V.) on Friday, the 8th of June, at 4:30 p.m.,
in the Congregational church, London, Ontario; or
immediately after the adjournment of the meeting of
the Corporation of the Congregational Collegeof British
North America. C. R. Brack,

Sec’y C. P. F. S.
Montreal, May 1G¢h, 1883.

THE CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MISSION-
ARY SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the Canada Congregational
Missionary Society will be held in the Congreeationa
Church, London, Ont., on Thursday, June 7th, at 3
p.m., when the reports will be submitted, and ofticers
elected, and other general business transacted.

The public missionary meeting will be held in the
same place, on Thursduy evening, June 7th, at 7:30
o’clock. Addresses will be made and a collectivn
taken up in behalf of the Society.
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A meeting of the Genersl Committee will be held in
the vestry of the Congregational church, London, on
Wednesday, June 6th, at 3:30 o’clock p.m.

The Executive Committee will meet in the vestry of
the Northern Congregational Church, Toronto, on
Tuesday, June 5th, at 10 o’clock a.m.

SamveL N. JACKSON,
Home Secretary.
Kingston, May 1st, 1883.

ONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA.

The forty-fourth annual meeting of the Congrega-
tional College of British North America will be held
in the Congregational church, London, Ont., on
Friday, June 8th, at 2:30 p.m.

GeorGk Cornish, LL.D.
Sec'y Cong. Coll. B. N. 4.
Montreal, May 12th, 1883.

CONGREQATIONAL UNION OF NOVA SCOTIA
AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

The annual meeting of the Union will be held, ac-!

cording to adjournment, in Mijton, N. S., commencing
on Saturday, July 7th, at 2 o’clock p.m.
J. BARKER,
Sec'y Cong. Union N. 8. and N. B.
Sheffield, N. B., May 10th, 1883.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

THE treasurer would acknowledge from Brantford
Young Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society $80 ; Ham-
ilton church, $26—§106. B. W. RoBERTSON,

Treasurer.
Kingston, May 14th, 1883.

orrespondence,

MR. HALL'S LETTER.

Mgr. Eprtor,—At the time I should have writien
for your last issue I was anxiously waiting by the sick
in my home in Kingston. Through the mercy of our
loving heavenly Father we have all been spared, and
I hope are on the way to health. Ihave very grate-
ful remembrances of numerous expressions of sympa-
thy during those dark hours. I had to suspend my
loved work for a fortnight. This was a great disap-
pointment to me, as I had my plans so arranged that
I would finish the visitation of the churches before the
TUnion meetings. I fear I shall not be able to do s0
now, but I hope the friends will see that the Society
does not suffer by this. I will make the besat amends
possible. The first place I have to report upon in this
communication is

BELLEVILLE.

The church here was organized in 1869. During
the greater part of the time since, it has been assisted
by the Missionary Society. It hasin years past been
a spiritual power in the city, and has never been left
without some token of the Divine approval. Frequent
change uf pastors, emigration and other circumstances
have reduced the congregation, and somewhat discour-
aged the devoted members of the church. But there
is room for our cause, and faith and hope among our
self-denying people to warrant the society to renew
its work.

The Rev. W. Stacy, late of England, is the present
pastor, having entered upon his labours in August
last. There are few churches in Canada with which I
am better acquainted, having been the missionary
deputation for the past three years. It was over two
years without a settled pastor, and though there were
goud supplies in the meantime, we could not expect
to do more than hold our own. There is now the
. promise of better things, though nothing to boast of.
It will be uphill work, and time and patience will both
be necessary. Mr. Stacy appears to have come to
i stay. This is certainly one element of success. There

is & smell debt which the friends are trying tu remove

- without parting with a valuable building lot on which
;in time & parsonage may be erected. Our missionary
| meeting was well attended, notwithstanding the in-
tense cold ; the pastor in the chair. Mr. H. S.
Parmelee also took part. I may Say here that this
brother supplied prior to Mr. Stacy's coming, and
still renders loyal and valuable assistance both in the
church and Sunday school.

I spent the following Sunday in the busy, solid city
of

GUELPH,

under the wing of good, warm-hearted Rev. D. Mec-
Gregor. The church here was organized in 1835.
The present building was erected in 1867, It is
a massive stone edifice, quite in keeping with sur-
rounding churches. There is a good congregation of
active workers. Sunday school numbers about two
hundred children. I had a full day’s work, and sel-
dom have I spent a more pleassnt Sabbath. The
subscriptions to the society will be nearly double those
of last year. I had arranged to visit Fergus on the
following day, but a snow block rendered travelling in
that direction impossible. I was very glad to find the
road open part way, so that by rail and stage I was
able to reach
LISTOWEL,

to be present at the meeting of the Western Associa-
tion. The attendance was small, owing to the fact
that several lires of railway were blocked, but those
who were able to be present determined ;to make the
mesting a success, and they did. We were honoured
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by the presence of Rev. Dr. Stevenson, from the
Quebec Association, and Rev. J. Burton, B.D., from
tho Central. The missionary work of vur churches
received special attention, both in the public meetings
and during the sittings of the Association. There is
no lack of intervst among the western men in our
Missionary Society. While the Associatiun was here
the Rev. Dr. Gunner was installed as pastor by a reg-
ularly called Council. Judging frum the public state-
went made by the Ductur on this oceasion, regarding
s hife, faith and purposes, he is & man of more than
average ability, and the Listowel people are to be
congratulated on having secured such a man for their
pulpit. Heis an Englishman, but has spent many
years in the United States. 1 had arranged to be
present at a missionary meeting in Listowel two
weeks after the Association met. Just then, serious
illness in my family called me home. Rev. J. B.
Saer, B.D., was the deputation in my place, and re-
ports a good meeting, guod collection, and the forma-
tion of a Ladies’ Missionary Society.

I will esteem it a pleasure to visit the friends of our
Scciety here as soon as I have opportunity. There is
a very handsowme church edifice here ; the finest in the

town.
GARAFRAXA

is seven miles from Fergus—some eighteen from
Guelph—a rura! parish under the pastoral charge of
Rev. J. R. Black, B A. There is a good brick church
edifice, no debt, and the congregation is erecting a
new parsonage house at a cost of §1,2560. Years ago,
the Missionary Society aasisted this church, and the
friends to this day express their sense of gratitude for
that timely aid, without which they would not have
been able to carry on their work, or reach the impor-
tant position they occupy to-day. The Congregational
church occupies this place alone, though other denom-
inatiuns have on several occasions contended for the
field. They have had a gracious revival of religion,
which has added quite » number to the church, and
helped not a little to make my visit unusually pleasant

and successful.
DOUGLAS

is a pretty village on a beautiful bend of the Grand
river, and a station on the Credit Valley Railway.
Rev. Mr. Black ministers to this congregation also.
Here, too, the revival was in progress; in fact, I be-
lieve it commenced in this congregation. Some nine
or ten were received into the church on the Sunday I
was there. We had overflowing congregations. I have
seldom been among a more earnest people. The sub-
scriptions from these fields reached 3120, against $24
last year. Mr. Black, both by precept and example,
promoted the interests of the Society. There is alsoa
very comfortable brick church edifice hevs, and every
evidence of spiritual and tempcszi prosperity.

+ PEEDSIDE.

I spent the afternoon of the Sunday 1 was in Gara-
fraxa and Douglas here. The day was stormy, drifting,
roads very bad. Yet there was a fair congregation
the church is situated in the midst of a rich farming
country. Some claim that Eramosa is tho garden of
Ontario. Be this as it may, in my opinion the Speed-
side people have a model church building. T imagine
it will seat 400, yet you need only to speak in a whis-
per to be heard in every part. It is 30 constructed
that the congregation is grouped round the pulpit, «ll
near enough to hold conversation with the speaker in
the desk. I thought after I had spoken why do not
people build their places of worship after this style,
when people can see, and hear, and sing, and speak
with ease, and not those long, narrow, gothic, medi-
w®val, echoing, wilderness-like constructions, to please
artists, kill preachers, und tempt the congregations to
sleep. The Speedside people have likewise a good
residence for their minister, in close proximity to the
church. They have been without a pastor since the
resignation of Rev. Chas. Duffy M.A. Mr. Black, from
Garafraxa, has supplied on Sunday afternoon, but
they are anxious to have a settled pastor. It is within
seven miles from Guelph. A person who likes the
country will find this parish a most delightful field of
labour. I announced a missionary meeting on the
following Monday, but the snowing, drifting, and
storm continued {ill the afternoon, rendering the roads
impassable. I was greatly disappointed, as I had
promised myself a pleasant evening among the friends,
and had hoped to regeive ' ubstantial assistance from
the wealthy, liberal people composing the Speedside
congregation. I hope this unavoidable disappointment
will not diminish the funds of the Missionary Society.
I was invited to meet with the

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION,
in the Northern Church, Toronto. There was a good
attendance, and very important denominational mat-
ters were discussed. Among these the missionary work
received a large share of attention. A whole after-
noon was davoted to a Conference on cur vacant
churches, which brought up the subject of our Mis-
sionary Societies’ operations. Besides, at a public
meeting held in the church on the last evening of the
session, your correspondent had an opportunity of
presenting the claims of the Missionary Society before
a large representative audience. The Rev. Mr. Bur-
ton has cheerfully and heartily co-operated in giving
prominence to the Missionary Society on every occa-
sion. Under his chairmanship on this occasion, I had
full swing.
RINCARDINE.

This oid town is on the shores of Lake Huron. It
does not appear to be s very progressive place. It
has considerable shipping business in the season. It
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is the terminus of a line of railwar. Our church is
twelve miles from the town, in the midst of a splendid
agricultural district. It is composed principally of
Highland Scotch, whuse mother tungue is Gaelic, and
who are sadly in need of a minister who will preach to
them in that language. The Rev. George Skinner is
very much esteemed among them, but he cannot reach
cither the hearts ur intellect of those who are unac-
quainted with the English language. Of course, the
young understand both Gaelic and English, but it is
otherwise with a number of old people. There are
over thirty families connected with our church, a
large unior Sunday schoul, and good congregation.
The place of worship is comfortable, and in good re-
pair. There is a commencement made on a parson-
age, and a willingness, I think, to provide a suitable
residence for the pastor. Of course, missionary aid is,
and will be, required here ; but it is very proper to
¢rant it. I have no doubt but, in the course of a few
years, if the cause is wisely managed, this will be a
strong independent church. There is & large number
of young people, who are taking an interest in the
Lord's work. Mr. Skinner gives special attention to the
young. Ispenttwo daysin the field, taking part in four
meetings. The attendance wasgood ; and a very great
interest was manifested by both young and old. Dea-
con Bell acted as interpreter, and rendered my sermon
tin Gaelic for the benefit of those who cannot understand
English. Our missionary meetings were most encour-
aging. The Rev. J. B. Saer, gave valuable assistance ;
8o did the pastor. The people did not seem to tire, no
matter how long the speaking continued. In giving,
they exceeded anything they ever did before, and it
was done cheerfully.
WINGHAM

is on the same line of railway, some thirty miles nearer
Toronto, from which it is distant about 140 miles. It
is not yet two years since the church was organized,
and Rev. J. B. Saer chosen first pastor. They have
now one of the finest church byildings in the town, a
goud congregation, and a growing church. The con-
gregation is compesed principally of intelligent farm-
ers from the suburbs of the town, with a few families
from the town itself. The prospects are good. There
is room and a work for Congregationalists to do in
Wingham and neighbourhood. Already we are mak-
ing ourselves felt in the community. Of course
there has been opposition, but not more than might be
expected, when any spiritual work ig carried on. I
was present on a Sabbath morning, and preached and
took part in the communion service, at which six new
members were received, most of them on profession of
faith. Our Missionary Society has done the right
thing in giving assistance to this cause. The mission-
ary meeting on the following evening was well attended
also, almost as well as the Sunday service. By a lib-
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eral collection and the appointment of collectors, they
testified their devotion to the Sucioty.
TURNBERRY
is seven miles from Wingham, in s substantial country
church, at present without a pastor. I preached a
missionary sermon on Sunday evening, and in com-
pany with Mr. Saer had missionary meeting on Mon-
day. The place was crowded to overflowing on Sun-
day. The singing was first class, and, in fact, the
whole aspect of affairs such as to encourage any one
willing to work for the best interest of his fellow man.
HOWICK (9TH)
is another country church, some twelve miles from
Turnberry, and nineteen from Wingham. Here we
had our missionary meeting in a hall, the old church
building being no longer habitable. The attendance
was small, as might be expected when there is no pas-
tor, and the people beginning to loose hope. But,
this is & very important place. There are not many
families, but most of them are well oft. The brick is
on the ground to build a new church, and most of the
money subscribed. The contract is signed, and the
new building is expected to be open in the fall of this
year, free of debt.
HOWICK (12TH)
is another country church, two and une-half miles dis-
tant from the former. The building is neat, comfort-
able and scrupulously clean. There is a small, but
very appreciative congregation. Mr. Saer assisted in
both these meetings. Together we endeavoured to
encourage the friends. I have since found a supply,
which of course is only temporary. I would strongly
recommend that Turnberry be worked from Wingham,
and the two Howicks be constituted a mission. The
former field would then be independent, and the aid
now given to Wingham could be transferred te¢ the
Howick’s, thus giving them a resident pastor, and his
entire services. The distance between Turnberry and
Howick is too great to be travelled on the Sabbath
and preach three times ; besides, it is not possible to
do justice to pastoral work, and the people are loud in
their complaints about ministers not visiting. City
folk may dispense with this good old custom, but the
country people won’t give it up yet. They are right.
TOTONTO (W :sTERN).

This church is situated on Spadina Avenue, and was
organized in 1876. The present pastor is Rev. A. F.
McGregor, B.A. There is a congregation averaging
250, a Sunday school of 300. It occupies a very im-
portant centrv. The city is growing rapidly in this
direction, and is extending for miles west of it. The
building used for church purposes is a substantial
brick school house, built in from the street, leaving a
fine site for a church edifice in front. There is a debt
still upon the building, but efforts are being made at
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present to wipe this off, and set the congregation iree
to arise and build. With magnificent churches on
every side of them, it is hardly to be expected that
they can make much headway, while they have no bet-
ter attractions than that of a school room. People may
say, this should not be, and we ought to be willing to
worship in a barn.  Granted : but those who talk in
this way are not worshipping in a barn, or school reom
either, and maybe would not he willing or able to
take their fami'ies along with them to places where
they could not feel at home in the family pew. The
barn philosophy may be all right ; tut we have to
take things as we find them, and, somehow or other,
even good souls will pass the cold, cheerless place of
worship, and put up with inferior pulpit talents in the
more pretentious and comfortable one. Therefore, 1
do most sincerely hope our Western friends will soon
have a church editice worthy of Congregationalise. ,
and of the glorious gospel they seek to proclaim, and
of the beautiful city in which their lot is cast. I spent
a Sabbath among the friends, and was privileged to
preach, both morning and evening, to large congre-
gations. We had our missionary meeting the follow-
ing week. I expect their subscriptions will be very
much larger than last year's. This is another of the
places where aid given in recent years by our Mission-
ary Society has resulted in building up a working
church, which will in years to come be a strength and
encouragement to the denomination.
RIVER SIDE (DON MOUNT).

In company with Rev. J. Burton, I spent a pleasant
evening among the earnest Christian friends, who are
carrying on a good work in this part of Toronto. Some
tive years ago the church was organized, a very neat
and comfortable frame bilding was erected, on which
there is a small debt—seven hundred dollars. With
the exception of student labour last summer, I think
the work hitherto has been carried on by volunteers
in the church, and from other churches in the city.
It is situated in the midst of a labouring and artisan
population, and has undoubtedly been a great blessing
to hundreds. But the friends of the cause, both on

labour ; one of the worst districts in or about the city,
in which there are more families in poverty, and suf-
fering from the curse of in.emperence, than any other ;
a district rapidly becoming very thickly populated,
with a class of people such as the Gospel of Christ is
| adapted for—the poor, ete.” The noble men, most of
them comparatively poor in this world's gouds, who
have given their money and their time to the good
work here, and are still giving, deserve vur gratitude,
and all the encouragement we can afford. If the spirit
they have displayed was general throughout the coun-
itry, there would be three Congregational churches
! where there is only one ; and then would be spiritual
life and power.
HAZLETON AVINTE (LATE YORKVILLE).

The cause here was commenced by George Hague,
Esq.. about eight years ago, by whose exertions and
liberality the present beautiful church edifice and
spacious school and class rooms were erected, and
cleared of debt. There is a large and well conducted
Sunday schocl, into which are gathered many childrea
of patents who neglect the house of God. I visited
the Sunday school, and have seldom witnessed better
order, or heard more hearty singing. There is a goud
staff of teachers. I also preached in the evening. The
Rev. J. Salmon, who is much esteemed by his brethren
and those who have known him for many years, is
giving untiring attention to every department of
pastoral work. Nineteen members have been added to
the church since his pastorate commenced, in Decem-
ber last. He is surrounded by a few earnest and self-
denying men, who are doing all in their power to
make the work in this mportant district a success.
They promise to take some part in our home mission-
ary movement. An effort is about to be madetc greatly
{improve both the internal and external appearance of
! the church edifice.

: MANILLA

-is about seventy miles from Toronto, on the Midland
i Railway. The village is small, and evidently not im-
{proving There is no station within two and one-half
: miles, and the town of Cannington, five miles distant,

the spot and in the other churches, think the time has ; has the advantage of a railway depot, and hence
come when a further advance should be made, and a,attracts the business of the surrounding country, and
regular pastor be employed, not only to preach on the ! appears to be making considerable and steady progress.

Lord’s day, but to do pastoral work during the week.
I would therefore heartily recommend this course to
the consideration of the District Committee and the
Missionary Society. There are 200 children in the
Sunday school, representing many families who have
no church home. They have a library of 600 volumes ;
they distribute fortnightly 125 copies of Northern Mes-
senger ; have contributed to the Indirn Mission, and
in other respects show that there are the elements of
a wood working church, in a field which, as a corres-
pondent says, ‘‘ requires sincere, self-sacrificing

The congregation comes principally from the couniry,
and is composed f well to do farmers, mostly High-
yland Scotch, who, unlike their countrymen in Kin-
i cardine, can, with very few exceptions, enjoy a sermon
in English, an@ are not at all anxious to have a Gaelic
speaking preacher at present. The church has been
vacant for two years, and except when the Rev. R.
Mackay has conducted evangelistic meetings, they
have been without the regular ministry of the Word.
1 preached re-opening ar ¥ ~*~sionary sermons to large
congregations. They have applied for student labour
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during the vacation, and hope to have a pastor settled
among and over them in the fall. I visited the town
of Cannington, with a view to upen a mission there in
connection with Manilla ; and the church has made ap-
plication for the use of a suitable building, which, if
they secure, will be used for the summer, and may
eventually be obtained for permanent use. I have no
doubt about Cannington being a good opening, espeei-
ally as it can be worked sv easily with Manilla, involv-
iny very little additional expense, and making a more
extensive and promising field of labour. We have re-
ceived in years past a number of students from this
church, most of whom oceupy important positions in
our denomination to-day. Yours faithfully,
THoMas HaLL.

My Dear Sii,—As the following letter contains
greetings to the brethren g~nerally, and will be of in-
terest to our Canadian churches, I take the lberty of
sending it to you for publication. I will send you a
copy of the Year Book of the South Australian Con-
gregational Church, when the parcel is received, when
you will be able to make note of the progress of our
principles in that far off sister colony. From a com-
munication in the English Independent on Colonial
Missions, Ly the Secretary, Rev. W. 8. H. Fielden, I
learn that Southeri: Australia receives no grant from
the Colonial Missionary Society ; the population is
280.000 ; its area 903,690 square miles ; the number
of Congregational churches fifty-two, and that the
Congregationalists number four and one-half per cent.

of the population. S. N. J.
Kingston, May 1st, 1883.
Rev. S. N. Jacesox, Kingston, Ontario: Dear

Brother,—~I had the pleasure of receiving by your
hands a parcel, consisting of two copies of your
Year Book for the Congregational Union of Soutn
Australia. On presentation of the books to the com-
niittee, the fraternal motive was duly recognized, and |
the fullness, beauty and completeness of the publica-
tion duly henoured. I am not quite sure that there

was not & dash of envy on our part at the very inferior |

ion of Canuda. I shall send off next week a small
parcel containing copies of vur Year Book 1882-1883.
As there is no direct communication [ send it by
private hands by the good ship ‘¢ Hesperus,” to the
care of the Rev. W. S. H. Fielden, London, with are-
quest that he will kindly undertak tosend the parcel
across that comparatively insignificant portion of salt
water that lies between you and our native land.

Though we Australians and you Canadians are so
widely separated by land and sea, we have our mutual
interests, and by the English papers and periodicals,
secular and religious, we manage to keep up some
kind of knowledge of what youare doing. And while
the Southern Cross shines on us, and the Great Bear
on you, and while you are freezing under the regions
of an almost arctic winter, we are ready to pass into
an exhalation under a shade temperature of 100’ to
110°, yet we are one in our Great Lord and Master,
Jesus Christ, and only antipodean to sin and Satan.

As the committee of the Union only informally
asked me to do this agreeable work, I have done it in
a very informal maanner, indeed, but not the less con-
sonantly with their feelings and my own. May the
Great God, whom we all serve in His Son, Jesus
Christ, have the brethren, the churches, the deacons,
in His wise and loving keeping, and may this opening
year be rich in blessing to all who love the Lord
Jesus. Believe me, dear brother, to be,

Yours, faithfully,
F. W. Cox.

Wakefield St. East, Adelaids, South Australia,

Januwary 27th, 1888,

A CANADIAN INDEPENDENT SYNDICATE.

Mz. Epitor,—To be in debt would seem to be the
chronic condition of THE CaNADIAX INDEPENDENT.
The present management is, of course, not responsible
for this condition of things. Perhaps, indeed no
previous management can be held responsible for it.
In the mis-management of defaulting subscribers is to
be found the cause of the present straightened finan-
cial circumstances of THE INpepExDEST. That it is

appearance our Year Book presented when compared . very desirabl- to bringabout a different order of things.
with yours. We remember, however, that the Do-is acknowledged on all hands. The problem requir-
minion is federated, and that the Australian colonies | ing solution is, ‘‘ How can THE INDEPFNDENT be
are still detached atoms. When New South Wales, : placed in a better position financially " T submit the
Victoria, South Australia, Queensland and Western , following solution. viz, form a ¢ Canadian Inde-
Australia are federated, with perhaps the inclusion of ! pendent Syndicate.” Let such syndicate be compnsed
Tasmania and New Zealand, we shall present a broader ( of all vur denominational societies and institutions.
front to the Old World and to the New, in our politi- The reason for affecting such a combination of inter-
cal sociai and religions aspects, than weare able tu do  ests must be evident to all. To pusk to a successful
at present. i issue any business concern, it is necessary to keep it

The committee of the Union gave me general in- | well before the public. To prosecute vigorously the
structions to return your compliment in kind, as well ' work of our Missionary Society, Church and Parson-
as express their warmest greetings to you and their, age Building Society, Provident Fund, College and
heartiest desire for the highest interes s of the Domin- { Union. These Societies and institusions must be kept
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constantly before the notice of our people. In other
words there ought to be a recognized orgasn, which
would aiways speak in the interests of the several so-
cieties and institutions concerned. In such an organ
eachinterest would have its department, and itsowned-
itor duly appointed by thesociety at its annaal meeting.
The duty of such editor would be to further, to the
very utmost, the interest for which he was responsibie.
All communications seeking a place in his department
would pass directly into his hands. Such editor might
reside anywhere in Ontario or Quebee. For the gen-
eral menagement of THE INDEPENDENT thus made, the
urgan of the several interests specified, and for a gen-
eral comment upon all concerned. an editor-in-chief
might be appointed by “ The Publishing Company.”
By securing the active and responsible co-operation of
other writers for specific Jdepartments, such editor-in-
chief would be greatly helped. It would be necessary
that he should reside in the place where TuE INDE-
PENDENDENT was published, to receive the contribu-
tions of other editors. So far for the matter contained
in the magazine. 1t only now remains to show how
such a syndicate would improve its financial condition.
Under existing arrangements the magazine is entirely
under the control of The Publishiug Company, and is
not responsible to any other society for its utterances.
nor yet for its financial position. Now, such an ar-
rangement is not satisfactory on two grounds. First,
because its utterances may seriously affect other de-
nominational interests; and, in the next place~—it
being the vuly communication between societies and
our churches—our college and different sucieties or or-
ganizations make it their medium, but pay nothing for
the privilege. Nuw, can any reason be given why
* The Cavadian Independent Publishing Company
should bear all the financial burden, when the College,
the Missionary Society, the District Asscciations, the
Union and Provident Fund, are well able to pay for
the privilege accorded theni. as well as to bear their
share in maintaining, for the general interest. a re-
cognized and ethiciently conducted organ?  Supposing
such a syndicate to be formed at the approaching an-
nual meeting of our denominational interests. and a
satisfactory basis of co-operation decided upon, then,
each constituent member of the syndicate would vote
upen theamount of itz financial responsibulity, and thus,

atance relieve THE INDEPENDENT of its present indebt- |
S ; . .
edness and place it in a position of absolute freedom |

from tinancial embarmssment.
denomination in the Donnnion are, at present, very
mperative.  Instead of a cold isolation, there is ur-
gent need of the warmth that may be generated by
the friendly friction of common interests, and the
hunest manifestations of Christian brotherhood. In
view of the present greatly revived interest in our Mis-
sionary Society and college, are we not in a position

The demands of our

to consider new departures, and to underteie fresh

jenterprises? Let our mottc be ¢ Onward and Up-

ward.”
Doxcaxy McGREGOR.
Guelph, April 11th, 1883.

THF RAINDROP'S LESSON.

*Little Raindrop,’
Pure and sweet,

Falling softly

n the street,

Tell me, Raindrop,
If thou wilt,

What thy home is—
‘Where *tis built ?

In what fountains
Cool and bright ?

On what mountain’s
Airy height ?

From what streamliet’s
Laughing wave ?

In what fairy’s
Crystal cave? ™

Spoke the Raindrop's
Silvery ery :

*“ Home I have none,
Pilgrim 1!

Coming earthward,
Joy I sow;

Soaring heavenward,
Pure I grow.

Thus I journey
Up and down,

Gladdening field or
Dusty town,

Whether sprinkling
Shrivelled leaves ;

Whether moistening
Thirsty eaves ;

‘Whether filling
Cisterns dry;

Whether answering
Suppliant ery :

Whether blessing
Good or bad,

Just or unjust
Making glad ;

Whether travelling
East or west,

God, who sends me,
Kuoweth best.

So Igo from
Esrth to sky,

Never idle,
Happy I!™

Fell the Raindrop
At my feet,

Smiling, sparkling,
On the street.

*t Little Raindrop,
Thanks to thee !
Precious lesson
‘ Taught thou me.
Let me ever
Do my part,
Murmuring never
In my heart ;
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Working always,
Helping all,

Friends or foemen,
Hut or hall.

Never tempted
Work to stop,

Though my cup held
But a drop.

Riging heavenward,
Pure to grow,

Coming earthward
Joy to sow.”

r

— Independent.

Wnternational JEressons.

BY REV, W. W. SMITH.
June 10, Acts 14:

weio) AT ICOMIGM AHD LYSTRA. {*c3;

GoLDEN TEXT.—* Speaking boldly in the Lord.”
—Acts 14: 3.

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—God honours the faithful
teachings of His word.

Notrs.—Synagogue: a Jewish house of worship,
Jews ; Greeks; Gentiles (see previous lessons). Lys-
tra: a city in the eastern part of Lycaonia. Few Jews and
Greeks resided there ; no synagogue is mentioned ; a city
thoroughly heathen ip its religion. Lystra was the home of
Timothy. Derbe: a small city of Lycaonia, coupled with
and about twenty miles frcm Lystra. Lycaonia: a prov-
ince of Asia Minor under Roman rule in the time of Paul.
Its inhabitants were familiar with Greek mythology, and
““the speech of Lycaonia” was doubtless a corrupt Greek,
or as some think, like the Cappadocians, that of the ancient
Assyrian. Jupiter: Greek Zeus, the tutelar deiry ot Lys-
txa, and the chief mythological divinity of the Greeks and
of the Romans. He was worshipped zs the god of rain, of
thunder and lightving, and was believed to determine the
course of human affairs, Mercurius was the son of
Jupiter, and always accorpanied his father, According to
the Lycaonians he was the god of eloquence, and was held
to be the spokesman of Jupiter when he wished to commun-
icate with men: hence Paul, who was the chief speaker,
was taken to be Mercurius, and his comparnicn Jupiter.

CoNNECTION.—Being expelled from Antioch in Pisidia,
Paul and Barnabas continued south-east about sixty mules,
to Iconium, which was in a different jurisdiction: and
therefore, for the time, safer for them. There, aselsewhere,
they began to preach the Gospel. .

I. THE GOSPEL AT IcoNItM.—Ver, i.—Iconium: a
considerable city, in a fertile plain.  Now called Koniyeh.

generaily, miracles of healing, Very rarely (as with Elymas
the Sorcerer,) judgments and punishments.

Ver, 4.—City was divided ; the revival went on, till
all took sides, either for or against the apostles. 7%ey would
rather have it so, than see a dead indifference,

Ver. 5.—An assault made (Revisior, * onset”):
proceedings began, intended to end in violence and blood-
shed. Gentiles, and also cf the Jews: the dis-
affected of both parties combined.

II. THE GOSPEL AT LYSTRA.—Ver. 6.—Were ware
of it: they understood the danger, and fled. Lystra
and Derbe : to Lystra first, forty miles, still south-cast
from Iconium. Derbe was twenty miles farther. Lycao-
nia : 2 wild dreary region, with salt lakes, ard without
fresh water in the hot season; and at this time gove.ned by
a petty king. Region ... .. round about: they
would visit all the villages of the small province. There
seemed to be few Jews, and no synagogue at Lystra or
Derbe.

Ver., 8.—Impotent in his feet: the poor cripple
would sit for 2lms in some public place. He would be well
koown to all.

Ver. 9.—Faith to be healed : the man intently lis-
tened to Paul, who perceived he was a proper subject for
healing. It needs faith to obtain blessings !

Ver. 10.—He leaped and walked: very similar to
the man healed by Peterat the gate of the Temple. It was
a joyful day to this man!

Ver, 11.— WA hen the people saw : it was not for the
man's sake alone, but for the people’s sake, and the Gospel’s
sake. Do we always remember, that when we are renewed,
it is not alone for our sake, but also for a testimony to the
world? In their cxcitement they spoke their own language ;
though Greek was the laoguage of commerce and public
affairs. The gods are come down to us: they be-
lieved in the many gods of the ancient mythology—thento 2
large extent fading out in the large centres of population,
The apostles did not understand their language.

Ver. 12.—Jupiter : Mercurius: Barnabas as having
the most commanding presence, and the eldest, they called
Jupiter, the greatest of the gods, Paul, less distinguished in
appearance, but persuasive in speech, they called Mercury,
the interpreter or messenger of the gods; and god of elo-
quence. There was 2 story, touched on by Ovid,fwho was
in this region, that these gods had once come down in shape
of men among these rustics ; and Zhey did not believe them,
and thereby lost great blessings. They were determined not
to make a second mistake of tnis kind. Poor idolaters !

Ver. 13.—Jupiter, which was before theircity:
the strine or temple of Jupiter was outside the small city, as
!if guarding the place ; and the god would be spoken of as

being *“ before ” or in front of the city. Cxen and gar-
ilands unto the gates: beasts for sacrifice and teasting,

with 20,000 inhabitants. Into the synagogue: theydecked with flowers. ‘ihe “ gates * are to be understood of
preached always first (o the Jews ; though doubtless there | the house or premises where the apostles staid. Perhapsthe
were always many synagogue-worshippers who were not | house of Eunice, Timothy’s mother. They seemed to have
Jews. Believed: iheir message was received; souls won . kncwn nothing of the preparations, and to have retired
to Chuist. i to their lodgings.

Ver. 2.—The unbelieving Jews (Revision, ‘*diso-: Ver. 14—The apostles, Barnabas and Paul:
bedient ”’) : meaning that they were determined 07 to be notice, that Barnabas here s called an *“apostle.” Remem-
convinced ; and were malignant and rebellions. Stirred : ber how the Holy Ghost said, ¢ Separate Me Barngbas and
up the Gentiles: they would paturally have great influ- | Saul.” (Acts xiti. 2 ) Whom the Spirit thus calls, may well
ence with the Gentiles as being countrymen of the apostles, | be an ‘‘apostle.” Ran in among the people: they
and therefore sapposed to know all about them. The : were shocked at the proposal ; 2nd earnestly ;and vigorously
brethren : this would imply that there were a number of | protested against it.
disciples now bccomifxg organized : the beginning of a New | Ver. 15.—We 2lso are men : why do you act so fool-
Testament “ church.’ lishly? We are mere men ; and poor sinners like yourselves.

Ver. 3.—Long time: theystaid a good while ; probably | Ye' should turn from these vanities: we came here
the temainder of the summer—for we may suppose they|to show you how to do better. God which made
began their mission in spring. Signs and wonders:| Iieaven and Earth : the worshippers of Jupiter did not
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assert that He was the Creator of all things. They supposed
matter was eternal, But the * living God “ now preached,
made man and alf worlds, Him alope they should serve.

Ver, 16.—Suflered all nations: the nations had the
knowledge of God from Noah, but they hud turned away
from 1t ; and God had not sent them such special revelatior«
a5 he was npow sending them.

Ver- 17.—Left not himself without witness: and
yet, God testified of His goodness, wisdom and mercy, every
day, to all men. * Their line {rule, or doctrine) is gone out
through ail the earth.” (Ps. 19: 4.} They ought to have
known, from God's«dealings with them, that he was far bet-
ter to them thao they deserved ; and should have learned of
his mercy—and sought it.

Ver. 18.—8carce restrained they the people: they
felt foolish in being thus preventedisacrificing; and could
scarcely be persuaded. Some would become vexed and
gwiticful 5 others would choose the worship of the *“‘living

od.”

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

« 1. No) worker likes to leave 2 successful and growing work.
‘er. 3.

_ 2. Because people are ¢’ divided " on the subject of reli~
gion, 15 no reason why religion should be entirely ruled out.
(Ver. 4.)

3. Flying from persecutivn is not flying from the Lord’s

4 g

wark.

4. Unexpected mercies sometimes come.
never expected healing.
. 5. Like a**Consul,” sent by another Government to dwell
in one of our cities, God’s ** Coosul” in our hearts is Con-
science ! It tells us we should seek Him, ard love Him.
He is never *‘ without witness.” (Ver. 17.)

une -1 END OF THE FIRST MISSIONARY
JOURNEY.

GoLpeN Text.—* Go ye, therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
—Matt. 28 : 15,

CENTRAL TRUTH.— Foreign missions are a bless-
1ng to the whole Church.

CONNECTION.—The story continued from last lesson.

1. PavL StoneD.—Ver. 1¢.—Certain Jews from

The lame man

June 1,

Acts 14,
1883,

19-28.

tra; perhaps Paul was assisted to his mother's house.
Next day he departed : this shows the danger his life
wasin. He should have been in his bed, with careful nursing.
for two or thiee weeks. His enemies thought he was dead.
the brethren would hide him for the night, and send him
forward in disguise next day to Derbe, twenty miles distant.

Ver, 21.—Preached the Gospel: they had good news
to tell everywhere. Had taught many: there was no
persecution at Derbe; and great success attended their
labours. Many received the glad news of sin forgiven
through a Divine Redeemer. Returned again : the ex-
citement had in a great degree died away; and they went
back through the same cities again. But #4s visit was to
stresgthen the believers, and to perfect the organization of
churches among them. No public preaching mentioned.
Their presence kept secret.

1I. REVISIT(NG THE CHURCHES.~—Ver. 22.—Conflrm-
ing: exhoiing : they confirmed them, not by some
ceremony so called, but by instruction and exhortation.
¢ Yron sharpeneth ivon, 50 a man sharpeneth the counte-
nance of his friend.” (Prov. 27:17.) Through much

tribulation : through many trials and sorrows they would
la( last arrive at peace and rest. Mark, ** through™ these :
: there was no need of sinking under them,
! them all at Iast !
| Ver. 23.—Ordained them elders: appointed them,
j2s the apostles appointed deacons in Acts 6. 3. 6. And no
{ doubt after being chosen by the brethren, as in the case of
the dezcons. In every church: each church its owo
local cificers. Prayed with fasting : every important
religious transaction in the Scriptures is attended with
prayer. * Ang fasting served to intensify prayer.”— Plumyp-
tre. Commended them to the Lord : even as Paul
and Barnabas themselves were *‘ recommended to the grace
{of God” by the church at Antioch. We cannot now set
:church-oﬁiccrs of our choice ** before the apostles” person-
ally and physically ; but we have the authority—the pres-
ence as it were—of the apostles among us in their inspired
writings ; and we sabmit the officers of our choice to the
test of these : and thus, in the ot ly way possible to us, **set
them before the apostles.” {Acts 6:6.)

Ver. 24.—~Pamphilia : a province of mixed nationali-
ties (““ail-tribe™ men; pan, phif?) lying along the coast.
; They had Janded there from Cyprus.
| Ver.25.—Perga: for some rzason {perhaps the migration
| of a large part of the pepulation to the hill-country during
i the heats of summer) they had not spent any time in Perga

We get through

Antioch and Iconium: the aposties had been at Lys.; when they first landed, Now, they preached there, Went
tia no doubt 2 considerable number of days, and the Jews: down to Attah.a; t}xey did not find a ship in Perga : but
came to kaow it; and followed after them to destroy the | found one at Attalia, sixteen miles distant, at the mouth ‘of
work. Some of them had come even from Antioch in Pisi- | another river. Apparently they spent no time in Attalia.
dia, more than 100 miles back. Persuaded the people: Itis pow a considerable place of 8,000 inhabitants,
the people had seen a great miracle; the men who did it dis-;  Ver. 26,—Sailed to Antioch : the great city of Syria:
claimed bsing gods. Who were they then? Magiciaus?hheir starting-place. A couple of hundred miles coastirg
Sorcerers 7 There would be a revulsion of feeling: and | eastward,
then these Jews came, and would accuse them of working by | vy, 27.—They released all: gathered the church
the power of the devil—just as they did in Christ's days. i yogether, and told them all that God had wrought by them.
Stoned Paul: he was out of the protection of Roman law Every church that puts ont = hand 1o help others, gets a
now; and the Jews would probably begin the stening. ! wondrous blessing to itself. Opened the door of faith:
This was the time Paul speaks of. (2 Cor. 11: 25.)  Did | jt was now perfectly plain, whatever some of the namower
he remember Stephen?  And was he content to follow his ;| Christian Jews might say, that God was anxious to have the
example? ; Gospel preached to the Gentiles.

Ver. 20.—The disciples stood around : therewould .  Ver, 28.—Abode long time; Antioch was preparing
be a large party in favour of Paul ; and a number of Chris- | (g take the place of Jerusalem {which it did as soom as Jeru-
tina converts, He rose up: We are not told that the | galem was destre ved) as a sort of ‘““mother” Church.

Lord restored im by a muracle, He would be fearfully i What a time of refreshing they would have, with all these
bruised and stuaned ; not actually and totally deprived of | ¢ workers " with them !

itfe.  They left him for dead. When he said he *“bore in; - .

his body the marks of the Lord Jesus " {Gal. 6:17) he re- | PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

ferred probauly ta wounds, disfigarations or broken bopes| 1. The Scotch proverb says, © The deil's a busy bishop
received at Lystra.  Timothy was 2 young disciple at Lys- | in his ain diocee.” How active was he, through his agents,
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10 trying to keep the Gospel out of these provinces, so long
under his sway! (Ver. 19.)

2. Paal stoned Stephen ; the people stoned Paul. Stephen
died, and others told of his stoning.  Paul lived, and told
of his own stoning. The one’s work was done : the other had
still work to do.

3. Christians may be coofirmed (strengthened) by the
prayers, advice and example of other Christians. (Ver. 22.)

4. Christian co-operation in Church fellowship is the only
way most effectually to carry s the *“ Holy War” in the
world, To leave the converts unorganized, would be to
lose most of their work in those regions. (Ver. 23.)

~ " PAUL'S FIRST KISSION TOUR.
i OUTWARD:

FRO3M ANTIOCH
TO SELEUCIA,
TO SALAMIS,
T0 PAVHOS,
TO PERGA,
TO ANTIOCH,
: TO ICONIUM,
i TO LYsSTRA,
! T0 Derbe.

FRrox DERBE
TO T.VSTRA,

TO ANTIGCH,
10 PERGA,
TO ATTALIA,
TO SELEUCIA,
1o Antioch. !

je s} REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER, |

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCII.

The {ollowing outlines are mostly from Peloubet :—

This Quarter has been a history of the Development of
the Christian Church.

I, THE WORKERS IN THIS DEVELOPMENT,—Draw out
the story of Paul; of Peter; of Philip; of the Ethiopian ;
of Cornelius ; of the good Governor, Paulus; of Barnabas,
and how he turned missionary.

1I, DEVELOPMENT BY MEANS OF SIGNS AND WON-
DERS,—Paul’s conversion ; visions of Peter and Cornelius;
deliverance from prison ; prophecy about famine; /Eneas;
Doreas ; #we struck blind.

III. DEVELOPMENT AGAINST OPpPOSITION.—Persecu-
tion at Jerusalem ; what came out of it? Death of Jamas;
Peter imprisoned ; 4o Magicians.

IV, THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE CHURCH.—Trace the
stages by which the “door was opened” to the Gentiles
—Pater’s vision ; Cornelius ; ** men of Cyprus and Cyrene ;”
Barnabas; Saul; Antioch.

V. MissioNARY WORK.—Trace Paul's first journey.
Philip, Peter, Barnabas, first missionaries. The Holy Ghost
“originated missions! {Acts 13:2.)

VI, ResULTs oF TWENTY YEARS,—How far had the
Gospel now bzen carried? How does this compare with

the first twenty years of resmewed mission work, beginning
with this century ?

1803,

{OPTIONAL LESSOR INSTRAD OF A REVIEW.,]

} PAUL'S TEMPERANCE {,.5%:: ,
PRINGIFLES.

GoLpeN TeEXT.—~*It is good neither to eat flesh,
nor to drink wine, nor amytiing whereby thy

June 24,
1883,

brother stumbleth or is offended, or is made!

weak.—Rom. 14: 21,

CsnNTRAL TRUTH.—Christians are to use their
liberty for their brother's good,

b
HOMEWARD : i
! July s,

T 1CONTUN, I"the power of his might.*~Eph. 6 - 10,

OurLiNg Topics.—(I.} Drunkenness and its Compar-
ion Sins, (I1.) Temperance and its Companion Fruits.

I. DRUNKENNESS AND 115 CoMPANION SINS,—(13-21.}
, Liberty : the Christian is free; should not be in boadaze
{to any s, Use not: as abusing the liberty. Love thy
‘neighbour: this law of love to govern us. Drunken-
ness; hassixteen companions in text (vers, 19 21) ; twice
. as many as temperance ; sin multiplies faster in this world
!than goodness. Not inherit: are not, and cannot be,
| Christians.

1 II. TEMPERANCE AND 115 CoMpANION FRU11s,—(23,

24.) Tewmperance: has eight companions (see their
| names in vers. 22, 23). Are Christ's: he will keep them.
{ Lousts : crucified—that is, are dead.

iy | JOSHUA, SUCCESSOR T0 MOSES, { 7

GoLpeN TEXT.— Be strong in the Lord and in

CextRALTRUTH.—Obedience to God is the way
to success.

Expravatury. —Oar lessondfor the rest of the year are
in the Old Testament. Moses had led the Israelites from
Egypt, and through the desest, for forty years. He was

, dead ; and the leadership devoived upon Joshua, He and
{ Caleb were the only persons who were grown-up when they
left Egypt, now remaining alive among the people. They
had conquered two kings on the egst of Jordan, under
Moses, who had settled part of the tribes there. They
were encamped in the land of Moab, not far from the Jor-
dan. They had mourned thirty days for Moses, and now
were waiting for orders from the Lord as to their next
movement.

NoTES.—~Moses : son of Amram, a Levite; born in
Egypt; hid for three months, then placed in an ark
; amongst the bulrushes va the river Nile ; found and brought
up in the palace by an Egyptian princess. He was “learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians™ {Acts 7 :22) ; fi=d into
the land of Midian {Ex. 2: 11-22), for he slew an Egpytian
who was oppressing a Hebrew. There God appeared to
him in the burping bush, and appointed him to lead Israel
out of bondage. After the ten plagues upon Pharaob, he
led Israel out. But Moses never entered the promised land.
y {Deut. 32:52.) From Mount Nebo he viewed it, and there
1 on the mountain he died (Deut. 34:3.} Joshua : God Ais
s help, first called Oshea, Zelp ‘Num. ~3:16), same form as
. Jesus {Acts 7 : 45), an Epbraimuc, and a constant attendant
upon Moses {Ex. 24 :13; Josh. 1:7), and after his d:ath
, succeeded him.  He is first mentioned in thebattle with the
; Amalekites, when he led Israel to victory (Ex. 17:9); and
"next with Caleb and others'spying out the land. (Num.
i213:8.) He conqured the promised land. Crossing the
; Jordan, he besieged Jericho ; had a repulse at Ai, but then
| swept over the country, gaining victory after victory, and
i striking consternation into the hearts of the nations. ( Josh.
.2:9.) He did not conquer the whole land, but encugh to
. wake it safe for Israel to dwell there, and divided it amongst
i the tribes, He died at the ripe age of one hundred 2ad

ten. Kittites : an ancient nation in the sou.h part of
i Canaan. A very old inscription by the Hittites has lately
| been discovered, but not fully deciphered or read.
i I. THe CoMMaND.—Ver., 1.—Moses, the servant
;of the Lord: of all created men in history, Moses stands
! highest ; and his most honourable title is the sovans of
i God, Moses® minister: just as Moses is called ** ser-
“vant of Jehovah,” so Joshua is called Moses' servani, or
' “ minister.” e had been gradually trained under Moses
{ for his present high position as leader of the people.
Ver. 2—Maoses my servant is dead : Joshua could
-not depend on his advice any more. He must act under
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the immediate impulse of God! Throwing a responsibility
on a person is often the greatest blessing that can be given
him! Go over this Jordan: it was flooded and * im-
passable,” and they had no boats,  But the Lord knew all
that ! and Joshua remembered passing the Red Sea! “Jor-
dan " means, ** the descender.” And it does descend 3,000
feet in a {direct] distance of 160 miles. But God who
created this swollen and impetuous stream, can take his
people through it !

1I. Tur ProMisr.—Ver. 3.—That have I given
unto you: every place their feet should tread upon,
should be theirs. But the land was not emptied of inhabi-
tants before them. As far as their conquests extended, the
land was theirs to possess. Our promised Isheritance is
always greater than our actual possession!

Ver. 4.—Lebanon even unto the great river:
the mountain range of Lebanon was their north boundary,
the Euphrates river the east, the desert the south, and the
Mediterranean the west. They never, except in David and
Solomon's time, possessed their full inheritance. But it was
pot God's fault. It will be theirs again, sometime ! Your
coast: *‘coast” is an old English word signifying side or
boundary. (From costa, a rib; because they enclosed or
bounded the body.) We u¥e the word now only for a sea-
boundary.

Ver. 5.—As I waswith Moses, so I will be with
thee: God told Joshua that no man would be able to
stand before him ; and he would help him as he had helped
Moses. So with us; God will not fail nor forsake us!

1II. THE ExHorTATION-—Ver. 6.—Be strong and
of good courage: some authorities tell us that to *‘be
strong *’ refers in Hebrew to the hand and arm; to *‘be
firm,” or ‘‘ of good courage,” refers to the knees. (SeelIs.
35:3.} In other words, ‘* Bestrong in every part!” and
the injunction is good to-day ! Which I sware unto
their fathers: God promised it to Abraham, and to all
his public servants, down to Moses ; and now again makes
the same engagement to Joshua.

Ver. 7.—Only be thou strong: God’s promises to
us are infinite ; yet they all hinge upon faith. Turn not
from it: he was not to turn in the least degree from all
that God had commanded through Moses. On this careful
obedience his prosperity depended. Or, as it is sometimes
understood here, by this his wisdom in action and life should
be manifested. Obedience is the only safety.

Ver., 8.—Book of law: the five books of Mosss,
already written. Not depart out of thy mouth:
that is, thou must have it in thy speech. Thy teachings
and commands must be founded on it. Are the principles
of God’s word discovered every day and hour in our speech?
Meditate therein day and night: see first Psalm,
for blessing vn him who should do so with God’s law.
That thou mayest observe to do: this is the
purpose of the meditation. It follows paturally. As the
man’s thoughts are, so is his speech; as his thoughts and
speech are, so is the map, in all his character and actions.

Ver. 9.—Have I not commanded thee: where
God commands, questioning ends. Imagination fails to
picture what blessings that nation might enjoyed, and what
blessings they might have brought to others, if they had
always walked as God commanded them. Be strong
and of a good courage: again and again is this condi-
tion insisted on. The Lord thy God is with thee:
we take hold of the promise—which is faith; and we find
the promise fulfilled—which is experience: and faith and
experience make the Christian very strong. “ Such simple,
childlike faith in God has made more heroic souls upon this
earth than the stoic could even dream.”—AMiss S, Smiley.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Other nations held their title by conquest, or by colon-
ization. Israel held their country as a gift from God!
That is our title to the spiritual Canaan !

2. Moses was dead ; but God’s power was none the less
with his people, ** Cease from man!”

3. Joshua and Jesus are the same name. Owr Joshua
conquers all our foes for us; just as fast and as far as we
follow Him !

4. “Strength” and * couruge*’ are promoted by hearing,
meditating, speaking, obeyinz. Every Christian virtue is
helped Ly every other Christian virtue,

. God “‘is with us whithersoever we go.” And the
terms of the promise infer that we never ‘“‘go” outside of
God’s paths! ‘

THE SEALED HAND.

To the most of us it happens at sundry times that
we are set aside from our ordinary service, and it is
well if we imprcve the hour. One is never zbsent
from bis desk, another is regularly behind the counter,
a third is always diligent in his travelling ; but sooner
or later there comes a day of pain and weakness, when
the usual course of life is interrupted, and the busiest
man lies still. In the sick chamber for weeks and
months God seals up the active hand, and thus he
presents to the busy a quiet season for reflecticn. In
France they call the hospital “the house of God,”
and it is well when it becomas so. The man who will
not think of God if he can help it, while he is busy in
the world, is by sickness blessed with tiwae for con-
sideration, and being set aside from turmoil he is in-
vited to rise above his engrossing cares. The great
Father seems to say, “Lie there alone; lie awake
throug:> the night watches, and think of your past
ways and what theylead to. Listen to the tick of the
clock and mark the flight of time till you number your
days, and apply your heart unto wisdom. Vour own
work you cannot touch ; now, therefore, think of the
work of your God and Saviour till you obtain the
blessing which comes of it.,” This is the design of
sickness and inability to follow our calling ; thus is
our hand sealed from its occupation that our heart may
be unsealed towards God and heaver and eternal
things,—Spurgeosn.

INDIFFERENCE.,

If there is a disease in our mocern theology and our
modern philosophy of life more conspicuous than an-
other; it is indifference to sin. We lull it with ano-
dynes. We call it anything but sin. We form our
schemes of sacial improvement and material progress
without any conviction of this deep plague-spot of our
nature. We hide it from ourselves until it breaks out
in scme scandalous form, and startles us with its
intensity. We will drill men into morality ; we will
repress crime by education ; we will empty our gaols
by philanthropic legislation ; but the sin that dwelleth
in us is too strong for human remedies—too rampant
for the social reformer’s pruning-hook. Far truer is
the novelist’s sentiment, when he puts into the mouth
of one of his characters the awful, but grand words :
“ How gladly would I endure the torments of hell if
thereby I might escape from my sie !”—Dean of
Petesborongh.
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THE SINGING LESSON.

A nightingale made a mistake;

She sang a fow notes out of tune;
Her b art was ready to break,

As she hid away from the moon,
And rang her paws poor thing!

But was far too proud to speak ;
She tucked her head under her wing,

And pretended to be asleep.

A lark, arm-in-arm with & thrush,
Came sauntering up to the place;
The nightingale felt herself blush,
Though feathers hid her face,
She knew they had heard her song,
She felt them snicker and sneer ;
She thought that life was too long,
And wished she could skip a year,

““Oh, nightingale !’ cooed & dove,

¢ Oh, nightingale! what’s the use?
You bird of beauty and love,

Why behave like a goose ?
Don’t sulk away from our sight,

Like a common contemptible fowl ;
You bird of joy and delight,

‘Why behave like an owl?

“ Only think of all you have done;
Only think of all you can do :

A false note is really fun
From such a bird as you!

Lift up your proud little crest,
Open your musical beak :

Other birds have to do their best,
You need only to speak!”

The nightingale shyly took
Her head from uncer her wing,

And, giving the dove a look,
Straightway began to sing.

There was never a bird that could pass ;
The night was divinely calm ;

And the people stood on the grass
To hear that wonderful psalm !

The nightingale did not care,
She only sung fo the skies;
Her song ascended there,
And there she fixed her eyes,
The people that stood below
She knew but little about
And this tale has a moral, I know,
If you’ll try and find it out!

THE eyes of the Lcrd are in every place,
beholding the evil and the good.

THE CAVES OF STAFFA.

We land in a little cove on the shore of
Stafta, setting foot at once on broken prisms
of basalt—a cove so tiny and rock-bound
that only small boats can enter, and so
exposed to the surge that not seldom the
steanmer has to leave Statla unvisited, because
a landing would not be safe. The most famous
spot is at the southern end of the island—the
whole length of which is only about half a
mile—reached by a walk across the bare
grassy plateau, whereon no trees, but a sufli-
ciently luxuriant herbage, can grow. But on
the way a mass of columns is passed, more at-
tractive to the geologist, because more singu-
lar in their configuration, than even the mighty
colonnade of Fingal’s Cave, to which the tour-
ists hurry onwards. This is called the Clam-
shell Cave—a hollow rather than a cave,
washed out by vhic waves in the mass of basalt.
Around this the columns curve in the strangest
way, “ bent,” as one authority deseribes it—
and perhaps this is as near a similitude as can
be found—*“like the ribs of & ship.”

Hence to Fingal's Cave, and beyond it to
the western side, the huge colonnade extends.
This structure is confined to the lower portion
of the cliff; the upper consists of a great mass
of lava from which the prisms are absent, or
are only developed very imperfectly and on a
small scale, so as to be quite imperceptible to
the eye at a comparatively short distance.
Thus it forms a kind of architrave, contrasting
curiously with the well-marked division in
the lower zone. In the southern part of the
island the sea has breached the colonnade and
formed an elongated cavern, whose walls are
columnar basalt, whose roof is the solid mass
just mentioned. It is called, from the legend-
ary hero of the Western Highland’s, Fingal’s
Cave. The regularity of the columns is ex-
traordinary—so sharply defined that one might
fancy art, not nature, had produced them.

The cave has for a floor the green sea; and
the broken ends of the columns rise on either
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side from the water, affording & kind of natural
causeway by which one can penetrate some
distance into the interior. A wonderful sight

it is, worth a long journey to see; overhead}

the sombre roof, on either hand the walls of
massive columns, while through the doorway
the sun sparkles brightly on the water, and
the Atlantic waves, green as chrysoprase,
come surging in with a rhythmie motion, and
break with booming noise in the recesses of
the cavern, as though its columns were the
pipes of some giant organ.

“BRIGGS DID DO IT”

Lord Macaulay’s definition of politeness,
“ Benevolenee in trifles,” was once impressively
illustrated by that good Governor and excel-
lent Christian gentleman, George N. Briggs,
of Massachusetts.

One day, while walking on the main street
ot Pittsfield, he was overtalken by a shower.
Stepping into a store he stood in the doorwzy,
umbrella in hand, waiting for the shower to
pass away.

Just then a young coloured woman came
along. She was well dressed, but apparently
was too timid to seek the shelter offered by
the open stores. As she stood, irresolute,
Governor Briggs noticed her distress, and
stepping forward spread his umbrella over
her, and insisted upon her taking it.

A few days after the Governor’s death this
incident was mentioned at a social gathering |
by & gentleman who had witnessed it. One!
of the company—a young man, who did not
sympathize with the O'eneral admiration which !
the anecdote e\cmes—ohclalmed petulantly :

“ Why, anybody could have done that!”

“Yes,” rejoined the witty Dr. John Todd,!
“ but Governor Briggs did do it !”

The silence of t,he youth showed that he
apprehended the force of Dr. Todd’s emphasis |
on the “ did."—Central Christian Advocate.

JUDGMENTS ave prepared for scorners.

ONE STEP AT A TIME.

I once stood at the foot of a Swiss mountain
which towered up from the foot of the Visbach
Valley to the height of ten thousand feet. It
looked like a tremendous pull to the top.
But I said to myself, «“ Oh, it will require but
one step at a time.” Before sunset I stood on
the summit enjoying the magnificent view of
the peaks aréund me, and right opposite to
me flashed the icy crown of the Weissborn
which Professor Tyndall was the first man to
discover, by taking onestep at atime. Every
boy who would master a difficult study, every
youth who hopes to get on in the world, must
keep this motto in mind. When the famous
Arago was a school boy he got discouraged
over mathematics. But one day he found on
the waste leaf of the cover of his text book, a
short, letter from D’Alembert to a youth dis-
couraged like himself. The advice which
‘D’Alemlb. vt gave was, “Go on sir, go on.”
« That little sentence,” says Arago, “ was my
best teacher in mathematics.” He did push on
steadily until he became the greatest mathe-
matician of his day, by mastering one step at
a time.

A RICH MAN.

What is a rich man? A peer of the realm ?
A gentleman who lives in a splendid man-
sion? Perhaps not. A clerk in one of our

1cxty establishments may be richer than both
-of these, and many more, who could be easily
named. He only is rich whose income is
more, and continues to be more than his
|necessary expenditure. It is better, however,
|to be poor and remain poor, than to acquire
'wml’oh in a wrong or improper manner. Dis-
{honest wealth and honest poverty ; the latter,
| when compared with the former, is as the
|sunhdht to the glow-worm, or the noble river
{0 the stagnant pool —Dr. M Auslane.

LiTTLE children, love, honour and obey your
parents.



