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Simple rule, and safest guiding,
Inward peace, and inward might,

Star upoif our path abiding,
“Trastin Fod and do the right.”

Aarvand the new contary are!

d we have been planning new and |

our Announcement for 1901, which will
sent to all ministers and Sabbath School
superintendents, will show.

The favor which our Church’s publications
have met with is most gratifying, and we
trust that we have, in good measure, filled
the needs of the schools. We have, how-
ever, by no means reached the excellence at
which we aim., Probably, we never shall
reach it fully, for the standard we have set for
ourselves is high both as to matter and form.
The best that the best writers and printers
and engravers can do is what we wishtogive
our readers older and younger.

As mentioned more in detail in Tng
HoME Stupy Quarrterny, the diploma for
the recitation of the Shorter Catechism will
be continued, and an additional diploma,

also authorized by the General Assembly, |

will, after the New Year, be given for the
memorizing of Scriptnre. In various Sab-
bath Schools, as, for example, Central
Church, Galt, Ont., and Crescent Strect
Church, Montreal, special attention is be-
ing given to memorizing. It looks as if the
good old practice were to be brought back.
In many a Sabbath School thirty years ago
“learning verses” was the chief feature.

No teaching, however thorough and earnest,
shiould be counted complete without it.

Have you our Lesson Helps and illustrated
papers in ALy your classes? Why not? The
series is now fairly complete. For the little
tots and their mothers, there are Tne Priv-
Ary Quarrerry and Tue Prisary LEAFLET,
with their really exquisite lesson pictures;
for scholars older, Ture Home Strupy Quar-
TERLY and Tne HoMe Stupy Learrer. These
are closely packed with the information
needed in the preparation of the lesson. The
Home Department uses Tre Homr Srupy
QUARTERLY quite extensively. The ¢ Ques-
tions for Scniors,”” which are part of the
lesson material are alone worth the price.
Many Bible class scholars, who wish to go
thoroughly into lessons use Tae TreacnErs’
Moxrnry ¢ whilst Jewers and Tue Kina's
Own, with their fine open pages and pro-
fuse illustrations, are winning new friends
every day.

In response to an increasing demand we
have now published all the * Literature
necessary for the Home Department in a
very attractive form. For deseription and
prices sce advertisement on nage 365.

¢“The Son of Man?

In the Gospel of Mark there is an account
of our Lord’s bearing and manner, when on
His way to the scene of His passion, which
is quite an exception to the usual silence of
the Evangelists as to such personal traits.
“They were in the way going up to Jeru-
galem, and Jesus went before them; and
they were amazed, and, as they followed,
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they were afraid. And He took again the
twelve, and began to tell them what things
should happen unto Him.””  He was Iabor-
ing under deep emotion, and Ie pressed on
before them with eager step. Knowing the
perils which confronted ¥lim daily, this
eager pressing forward along the path of
danger struck the disciples with fear,  There
was gomething about Flim they could not at
all understand. The enthusiasin of hamanity
beamed in His face and found expression in
His gait.

Jesus ig revealed to us in this incident as
standing apart from the whole family of
fallen man. What an incredible thing
rationalisin asks us to believe when it would
persuade us thut He was the product of His
age, or that His disciples had the loftiness
of aim and the gencrous unselfishness to
invent His charvacter! Any miracle attrib-
uted to such 2 person as Jesus was, is almost
infinitely easier of belief than such a sup-
position. .

No title given to the Saviour should be so
degqr to ug as this. When touched by it, and
we perceive its glory, we are in truest
sympathy with Him. Tt is hard to say in
which aspeet it should call forth our decpest
thankfulness. Very affecting is it to be
assured that the Scn of God has so com-
pletely identified Himself with us that in
every sinless infirmity, in every liability to
trouble and sorrow under which we labor,
He also was a ‘Son of man, and knows by
experience the pressure and hindrance of
these ills upon the aspirations and energics
of oursouls ; more than this, with asympathy
which went as far as righteous sympathy
could, e made the burden of our guilt His
own, took to heart our shame, and volun-
tarily ‘““tasted death for every man.” This,
indecd, first of all, should move our decpest
gratitude. because, without it, the other
aspect of His gracious humanity would have
inspired no hope.

But when once we have found peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, ard
have obtained in some degree the new heart
and right spirit, and can look up to God
with the cry of Abba, Father; when once

the thirst for holiness and yearning sfier the
vision of Gud has been excited within us,
then the assurance that Jesus, in the per-
fection of 1lis godliness, in the amazing
disinterestedness, purity and compassion of
IIis character, in all that lifts Him so far
above apustles, marty rs and saints; did not
exceed the pussibilities and promise of hu-
man nature, but wag still the Son of Mary,
“the first-born among many brethren,”
should also meve our deepest hope and
profoundest joy. The hope of being one
day like our Lord through seeing Him as
He is, of tasting the blessedness of His
human perfection, and entering into eternal
communion with ¥im, stirs unutterable
longings in the Christian soul, and raises a
vigion of bliss beside which every other
grows pale and dim.
—Sunday School Chronicle

The Choice of Hercules

In ancient days, among the Greeks and
Romans, there was a very favorite parable
called The Choice of Hercules. It told how
Hereules . . . went forth one day alone
to commmune with his own heart, just as he
had arrived at that period, when youth is
most wilful and most liable to fall info
danger and temptation.

On that day, and in that place he made
the great choice that he would eschew that
which is evil and do that which is good.

As he sat on a green bank in silent
thought, he saw two fenale figures approach-
ing him ; the one draped and veiled, and
with stately and modest steps, the other Joud
and flaunting, and painted, swimming to-
ward him with bold face and impudent mien.

And this one, thrusting herself before the
other, claimed him for her votary, prowised
him every earthly delight of sense and
luxury—the sparkling wine-cup, the volup-
tuous banquet, the life of ease and pleasure
and wealth.

And when she had done, the other calmly
bade him live, not for base pleasures, but
for noble deeds, and instead of devoting
himself to the vileindulgence which ends in
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disgrace snd death, bade him rcgard all
unlawful plensure asdelusive and envenot' »d
plensure, ‘‘of which the hollowness dis-
appoints at the time, the poison cruelly
tortures afterwards, the effects deprave for-
ever.” Shetherefors urged him deliberately
to devote his life to high purposes of labor
and beaeficence, the fulfillment of the will
of heaven, the furtherance of the happiness
of men.

And as the hero turned and gave his hand
to her, whose name was Virtue, he saw the
mase. drop from the face of the other, whose
nume was Vice, and he saw in all their
hideousness, her mean and withered ugli-
ness, her painted but leprous face.—Farrar,

¢ The Presbyterian Record”

A certain famous preacher said : “I read|’

my Bible to learn what God did in ancient
times. Iread the newspaper to learn what
He is doing now.”

The Sabbath School teacher’s work is by
no means done when he has expounded
what the lesson contains., There are rich
stores of illustration in the story of God’s
work, as it is now being carried forward at
home and abroad., Teachers should keep
themselves well informed and keep their
scholars well informed ag to what is doing
in the mission fields of the world. The
Word of God thus becomes a living thing,
and a generation of young people are being
trained to a living interest in the great enter-
prise that God is carrying on through His
Church, of subduing the world to Himself.

“The Presbyterinn Record” (Rev. E.
Scoth, Y.M.C. A. Building, Montreal) sceks to
teil fully, month by month, what our own
Church is duing, and to follow, as far as pos-
sible, the course of missions the world over.
Every teacher should be a reader of it. It
should be in every home throughout the
Church. The price, 25¢. per annum, in clubs
of five or more, brings it within the reach of
all. This is the time of. year o make new
plans, and those plans, in' every congrega-
tion, shonld include a copy of * The Presby-
terinn Record”’ for each family.

About Bibles and Hymn Books

Our aim is to provide for all the require-
ments of Sabbath Schwols, and as ihese
boecume e¢vident, we ave constantly ar mngl ng
for new things.

Every teacher needs a Bible. So does
every scholar; and Presbyterian teachers
and scholars alike wish to be provided with
The Presbyterian Buvk of Praise in the most
convenient form.

With this in view, we have sslected the
following from the publicztions of the famous
Oxford University Press as being specially
suited to the needs of our Subbath School
scholars and workers. Lvery bouk is guar-
anteed the best of its sort, and they will be sent
by mail or express WITHL ALL CHARGES PAID,
on receipt of the price named.

1. Tae_Oxrorp TEACHERS' BIBLE — Slze 74 X6
inches, 1,656 pages in all; bound in French moroced,
rcd under gold edges. There is no other Teachers'
Bible so compact and couveuient, and, at the same
time, absolutely complete. It contains the Oxford Helps
to the Study of the Bille, unabridged, including
concordance, indexes, atlns, ete., with 121 full-page
plates. Special price to any user of our Lesson Helps or
papers—81.25.

2. THE OXFORD “‘ GEM '’ BIBLE AND BOOK OF PRAISE
—Tione volume, bound in moracco limp; 4% X 2%
inches, India paper, weighing 5 oz., and may be curried
wn vest pocket—a boy's delight.  I'rice §1.50

8. THE OXFORD DIBLE AND BoOK oF l’mxsz—lu one

An exceedingly handy pocku. Blble l’rlce mc

4. THE BQOK oF Pu‘\xsa—sAnBAjm-Scxggh_ EpirTiox
—In handsome morocco binding, red under gold
edges, rounded corner:—a book that is neat and

pretey and will last.  Price 50c R

5. TuE BOOK oF l’nusa—bwmm bcuwx. LoITIon
—CGloth, mp. Price $8.00 per 100, 1658 quantities at
proportionute rates.

6. TuE OXFORD HELPS Tv TILE STUDY UF TUL BIBLL
—Publshed separately, compicte with all ¢he illustra-
tions, maps, ete, Handy pocket size. Price, q0e,

There could be no more suitable reward for
regular attendance or for memorizing Serip-
ture or the Shorter Catechism, than a book
from the above list. .

Address, Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, Presby-
terian Sabbath School Publicutions, Toronto.
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Our Publications

OrpER EARLY ¥OR THE NEW YEAR. Seenote below.

Lesson Helps

Tie TEACHERS MONTHLY—30¢, & year ; 5 or more to
one address, 40c. each,

Tur HoME STUDY QUARTERLY—20c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 10¢. each. Matter increased one
third, by change of type.

Targdy wsed also in the Home D(ipa-rlmmt.

'yt PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a picture for each
Jesson § 20¢. yearly 3 b or more toone address, 10e. ench.

Tar HoME STUDY LEAFLET—6C. & year; scut only
in fives or nultiples of five.

e PRIMARY LEAFLET-3C. 6 Year; sent only in
fives or multiples of five.

Samples of ahove frec on application

IMlustrated Papers

Jewsrs—For the Little Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 20¢. each’; mouths not broken,

Tur King's OwN, continuing The Children's Record
—Every week, instead of monthly, and _handsowmely
llustrated ; single copies, 40c. a ycar: 6 or more to
cne address, 25¢. each : mouths not broken.

Samples of above free on appliv:tion .

Catechisms, etc,

SHORTER CAaTECHISM, per doz., 20¢, ; 100, §1.25,

. og:gxgﬁm CATECHISM, with proofs, per doz., 35c.;
. o140,

LESSON SCHEM E~Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topics for Preof, Catechism, ete. 3 per 100, 50c,

PAsSAGES FOor MEMORIZING -List of choice connect-
ed and complete Scripture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, H0c.

Other 8. S. Supplies
CAnsoN's PriMAnry CATECHISM, per doz, 385¢.; per
100, 82.50. COLORED LEssON PICTURE ROLLS, 75¢. per
quarter, $2.50 for yeatr. PROVIDENCE LITHO. ROLL, §3.00,
rccommended, COLORED LESSON PICTURE_ CARDS,
24c. per quarter, 10c. foryear. Sentonly in lots of 5,
10, 15, ete. ; no fives broken. 8. 8. CLASS REGISTER,
5c¢. each. S, S. SECRETARY’S RECORD, 25c. and 30c.
cach. OXFOrRD TEACHERS BIBLE, complete, 8$1.25.
*“Gem " edition, Indic peper, morocco, 61}.’50. BIBLE
AND PRrESRYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford Press
40¢. ench, PRESBYTERIAN BooK OF PRAISE, S, S. Edi-
tion, §8.00 per hundred ; fine binding 40¢ each; and
ANY OTHER S. 8. Supplies that may be required..
.P.S. C.E.—Toric CARDS with * Plan of Study,”
§1.00 per hundred. Half price, balance of year.
_ BookLETs, with *“Plan of Study " and Daily Read-
ings, 81.50 per hundred. Hulf price, balance of year.

New and Special

TFor TRE HOME DEPARTMENT—\Ve have just issued
a complete ns)paratu;: for The Home Departient—in
the finest style of printing—as follows:

Memberghip Cards...................80 50 per 100
Quarterly Report Envelopes......... 040 e
Canvassers® Report. ......... ... .. 100 '
Descriptive Leaflet .......... ceees. 050 “
Class Record .......... . .. 002each.

THE HOME STUDY QUARTERLY (as sbove) S¢ per
?\mrter for single copies; 2l4c when in quantities of
1ve or more to one address.

' .
'Nort-:..—l. It is"our rule to discontinue all supplies
at termination of period for which ordered,
inthe case of Standing Orders, Schools are urgently
requested to bear this in mind and renew in good time.
2. Orders for less than & year at proportionate rates.
3. Payment should accompany orders in every case.

ADDRESS REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BuUlLDING, TORONTO

~

4

ORDER OF SERVICE: Fourth Quarter

Opening .
T. SiLexck.
II. REsroNsivi: SENTENCES, ///U

SurerinTENDENT. O give thanks unto the
Lord, call upon His name.

Scroor,  Make known His deeds among
the people.

SuperiNTENDENT.  Sing unto Him, sing
pealms unto Him,

Scrroor.  Talk ye of all His wondrous
works.

SurerinrexpeNe.  Glory ye in His holy
name, .

Scnioon.  Let the heart of them rejoice
that seek the Lord.

ITI. SINGING.

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert. ’

V. ReabpING oF Lessow, in concert or in
alternate verses.

VI. SiNagixG.

The Lesson

I. Sruny 1N Crasses. (Let it be entirely
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions or otherwise.)

II. SinaInNG.

III. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan,

Closing

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY’S AND
Lisrariax’s DISTRIBUTIONS.

II. SiNGiNe.

1II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SvreriNTENDENT.  Thanks be unto God
for His unspeakable gift.

SUPERINTENDENT AND Scitoor. Unto Him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and His Father; to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever,

IV. Crosing HymMy or Doxorocy.

V. BeNgpicriov or CrosiNng PRAYER,



—_ A
Bible Dictionary for FXurth Quarter
1900

Ab/’-ra-ham The patriarch from whom
the people of Israel were descended.
Bar-ti-mee’-us The blind beggar of Jer-
icho healed by Jesus. His father was
Timeeus, *‘ Bar’’ means *“son of.”’
Beth’/-le-hem. The city of David, fore-
told in prophecy as the birth-place of the
Messiah, Situated in the hill country of
Judiea, it was a town of shepherds.
Gal’-i-lee The northern province of
Palestine, about the size of Prince Edward
Island, with o population of between one
and three millions, who were engaged in
farming, fishing and mercantile business.
The people were much more frank and open,
but also less learned, than those of Judiea.

Greek The language of the educated
classes and of commerce in the cities of
Syria and Asia Minor, as_well as in Greece.
A “Greek’ would be a Gentile who spoke
Greek. .

Ha’-des The abode of the dead. Orig-
inally good and bad were supposed to dwell
there 1In a shadowy existence ; but in the
time of our Lord the Jews had coine to re-
gard it as a place of punishment.

Hex/-od The name given to the royal
family that had rule in Palestine during the
life of Christ and His apostles. The Herod
of these lessons is Antipas, tetrarch of Gali-
lee and Perea under the Romans; son of
Herod the Great.

Jer/-i-cho A city of great age in the rich
valley of the Jordan, from which a busy

ublic road led up through the mountains tv
erusaler. It was on the caravan route to
Arabia and Egypt.

Je-ru/-sa-lem  Originally a Jebusite
stronghold. David made it his capital.
Solomon built the Temple there. There our
Lord was crucified, Jerusalem has been des-
troyed either wholly or partiall?v seventeen
times. It isthe chief city ofPalestine still,
but squalid under Mohammedan rule.

John Son of Zebedee and younger brother
of James ; also John the Baptist.

Jo’-seplv)h The husband of Ma
thought by his contemporaries to
father of Jesus.

Ju-des’a; Svuthiern province of Palestine,
with Jerusalem as capital. A mountainous
country, inhabited in the uplands by shep-
herds. ~ Its towns, and especially Jerusalem,
were filled with scholars and teachers, but it
was not, like Galilee, of commercial import-
ance.

Laz’-a-rus A common name in Pales-
tine. There are two men so called in the

and
e the
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gaspels, one the brother of Mary and Martha
raised by Jesus from the dead, .he other
the Lazarus of the parable, (Lesson VI.)

Le’-vites In the tims of our Lord an in-
ferior order of priests, who had duties in the
Temple services.

Mam/’-mon A Syrian word meaning
money. Personified, it denotes the god or
ovil spirit that was brought to use money as
its instrument.

Ma/-ry The mother of Jesus; also Mu.
the wife of Cleophas, Mary the sister of
Lazarus, Mary Magdalene,

Mo’-ses The greab deliverer and law-giv-
er of Isracl ; died on Mt. Nebo.

Naz’-a-reth The home of Jesus, from
which He was called ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth.”
A town of several thousands, beautifully
situated among the hills in the south of
Gal(illee and lying on a much-travelled trade
road.

Po’-ter Son of Jonah and brother of
Andrew. The apostle of impulse and hope.
'{hedﬁrst to confess and the first to deny his

ord. -

Phar’/-i-sees Separatists. A Jewish sect
zealous for outward forms, but bigoted and
often of unholy lives, ’

Pub-li-cans A class of men hated by
the Jews because they had purchased from
the Romans the right to tax the inhabitants
of Galilee or Judea.

Rab’-bi Hebrew word meaning ‘‘teach-
er’’ ; used as a title of respect.

Sa-mar/-i-tan An inhabitant of Samaria,
the province between Galilee and Judea.
The Samaritans were hali-pagan and half-
Jewish, and their cities Ea been much
under the influence of Greek and Roman
invaders. A rich and prosperous country,
but with an inferior class of people, who were
despised by the Jews. They accepted only
the Pentateuch, and built a rival temple at
Gerizim.

Scribes A class of learned men, usually
belonging to the Pharisees ; authorities on
the law.

Sinners A term used in contempt by the
Pharisecs of all who did n » keep the Jew-
ish law according to their treditions and

recepts. Often they were guilty of vices,
ut not always.

Son of Da’-vid A title of the Messiah,
who was to be a direct_descendant in the
royal line of David. No one ever denied
during the life-time of Jesus, that our Lord
had David ag His ancestor.

Son of man The favorite title used by
Jesus of Himself to denote that He was the
Head of the Xingdom of Humanity.

Zaccheous A rich publican of Jericho
who gave up his former evil life to become a
disciple of Jesus.
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Lesson 1.

JESUS DINING WITH A PHARISEE

Qctober 7, 1900 -

Luke 14: 1-14. Commit to memory vs. 12-14, Read Luke 13; John 10: 22-42,

1 And it came to pass, 1as he went into the house
of one of 2the chief Pha'risees to eat bread on the
sabbath day. that they 3watehed him.

2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him
which had the dropsy.

3 And Je'sus answering spake unto the lawversand
P(l;u’rj{sees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
sduy

4 5And they held their peace. And he took him,
and healed him, and let him go;

5 And sangwered them, saying, Which of you shall
have an ass or an ox falling into a 7pit, and” will not
straightway 8 pull him out on the sabbath day ?
tl({ And they could not answer him again to these

hings.

7 And he 2put forth a parable to those which were
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the
chief 10rooms ; saying unto them,

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a 11 wedding,
sit not down iu the 12highest room; lest 13a more
honourable man than thou be bidden of him ;

9 And he that vade thee and him 14 come and say
to thee, Give this man place ; and 1 thou begin wit)
shame to take the lowest 161 yom,

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in
the lowest 16Toom ; that when e that bade thee
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher:
then shalt thou have 17worship in the presence of
18 them that sit at ment with thee.

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 19abased;
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

12 Then said_he alse to him that bade him, When
thou makest & dinner or asupper, call not thy friends
nor thy brethren, neither_thy kinsmen, nor ¢thy rich
neighbours, lest 13they also bid thee again, and a
recompence be made thee.

13 But when thou makest a feast, 20 call the poor,
the maimed, the lame, the blind ;

14 And thou shalt be blesced ; 21 for they cannot
recompense thee : for thou shalt be recompensed 22at
the resurrection of the just.

Revised Version—!When: 2The rulers of the; 3Were watching; 4¢Or not: s But; 6 He said unio;
1Well; 8 Draw him up on a Sabbath da}' s 98pake : 108eats ; 1t Marringe feast: 12 Chief seat: 13 Haply ; 14 Shall;
or,

15Then thou shalt begin ; 16 Place; 17G
to; 221n,

GOLDEN TEXT TIME

5 18.A11; 19 Humbled ; 2¢ Bid ; 2t Because they have not wherewith

LESSON PLAN

‘Whosoeverexalteth himselfshall
be abasged ; and he that humhleth
ﬁmslelu shall be oxalted. Luke

DAILY READINGS
M.—Luke 14: 1-14, Jesus dining
with a Pharisee
T.—Matt, 12:1-13. Sabbath healing.
W.—Matt. 23:1-12.° Pride con-

emned.
Th.—Jsa. 8§8: 3-12. Care for the

T.
F.—Proe?gs: 1-7. Thelowly place.
8.—Job22: 23-30. There 15 lifting

up.
S.—Rom.12:1-13, Prefeiving one
another.

)
L ot foady
0] v %%Lhﬂgég— € evan: eli(st.

Probably early in A.D. 30, Janu-
ary. Jesus' last days on earth are
drawing nigh,

PLACE

Jerusalem, ssibly, or mnear
Bethabara, at the fords of the Jor-
dan, hard by Jericho. (John10.10.)
CATECHISM

Q. 43. What s the preface to the
ten commandments ?

A. The preface to the ten com-
mandments is inthese words, Tam
the Lord thy God, which havebrought
thee out of the land of Egypt, ouf of
the house of bondage.

EXFOSITION

1. Closely Watched, 1.

At the Pharlsee's table; éy t‘m

lawyers and Pharisces: as to how
He spent the Sabbath day.
II. Convincing by a Miracle, 2-68.
He heals the dropsical man:
which deed of mercy noncof them
cat reprove,
III. Giving Needed Advice, 7-11.
To be humble, humility being
the highway to honor,
LESSON HYMNS

Book of Praise—210; 32:1-4 (Ps.
Sel.); 219; 518; 429; 82.

gives [toward Jerusalem.” (v. 22.) During the

no z?ﬁ; of time further than to say in the|period which begins on His leaving Galilee
previous chapter that Jesus was *‘ journeying | (Luke 9 : 5t) Jesusseems to have preachedin
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parts of Samaria and Judea, but always
drawing toward Jerusalem. The hostility
of the Pharisees was increasing daily and
here we have an example of their constant
practice, which Jesus rebukes with a parable
going to the heart of religious conduct.

1. Closely Watched, 1.

And it came to pass; a general note of
time. We cannot tell just when. (Sce
“Time and Place.””’) He went inlo the house
of ; by invitation, though it is probable that
curiosity rather than hospitality prompted
the Pharisee in inviting Him. Comparethe
incident in Luke 7: 36-50. Chi¢f Pharisecs
(Rev. Ver. ‘“ruler of the Pharisees’) ; per-
haps one of the chief local magistrates, who
would also have much influence in the
synagogue, To eat bread; t.c., to a meal.
On the sabbath. The Sabbath, was, for the
Jew, a day of rejoicing and it was quite
usual to have feasts and gatherings of friends.
The best food was provided in order to make
the day a delight. But every kind of work,
even the most trivial, was forbidden. They
were walching (Rev. Ver.). It was their
habitual attitude now.

II. Convincing by & Miracle, 2-8.

V. 2. Belold. Perhaps the man saw
through the open door that Jesus was there,
and came in to be healed. Others think
that it was a trap set by the Pharisees, who
had concealed Him, wishing to get proof
against Jesus of breaking the Sabbath.

V. 8. Answering ; their unspoken thoughts.
Lawyers ; who should have known the mean-
ing of the law. They belonged to the
Pharisee class, the more learned among
them. Jsitlawful? If they said “Yes!”’
they could no longer find fault with Jesus;
if they said “No!™ they were inhuman,
and untrue to their own law, which allowed
work to relieve suffering ur to protect life on
the Sabbath. (See verse 5, also Mark 3: 4.)

V. 4. And they held their peace. They were
in a dilemma and could give no answer.
And ke took him and healed him; an open,
courageous deed. For the sake of the poor
suffering man Jesus would defy any power.

V8. 5, 6. dnswered; asinv. 3. Whick of

you, ete. This was an event of frequent
occurrence in a country in which there wen
many unprotected wells. It was quite law-
ful to do this on the Sabbath. It is implicd
that if they could do this for an ox on the
Sabbath, surely it must be right to heal a
man who, according to the teaching of the
01d Testament, is made in the image of God.
(Gen. 1: 26, 27.)

III. Giving Ad—i-~, 7-14,

V. 7. 4 parableto those whowere bidden. The
lesson was nceded. He marked. Aclions
like these always attracted His attention.
Chief seats (Rev. Ver.) It was a besetting
fault of the Pharisces to seck honor from
men, (Jobn §: 44.) For this purpose they
wore distinctive dress and were sticklers for
precedence on all occasions.

V. 8. 4 wedding. Heretherankof the seats
and the dignity of the guests would be of
great importance. The chief seat (Rev. Ver.).
A curious story is told of a certain Rabbi
who, at a banquet for some great Persian
Satraps given by King Alexander Janneeus,
had thrust himself between the king and
queen at table. A4 more honouruble,; one of
higher title or position.

V. 9. Give this man place. The rabbi just
mentioned was rebuked for his intrusion.

V. 10. Sit doun in the lowcst place (Rev.
Ver,). An example of true Lumility, which,
instead of insisting on its rights, is willing
to remain unhonored. Gu up higher. The
only possible change for such a man is
higher.

V. 11. TFhosacver cxalteth himself. A fre-
quent saying of Jesus. (Matt. 23 : 12 ; Luke
18 : 14. Compare also the story of the feet-
washing in John 13 : 8-15.) The lesson of
this parable is that humility is an essentia!
virtue for members of the kingdom of God.
To humble oneself does not mean to prac-
tise mock-humility. It is the opposite of ex-
alting oneself, standing on the outside edge of
one's rights, estimating oneself at a supreme
value. In the sight of God's holiness and
the absolute purity of Jesus Christ, a sense
of our own unworthiness should surely
overwhelm us and drive us to the lowest
seat, where we can only think of God’s
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merey, not of our own claims.

V. 12, Said he also to him that bade Iim.
The previous words were for the guests.
These aae for the host.  Call not thy friend.
The tense of the verb here denotes a con-
stant practice—so that one never sces any
but the rich at your table. Invite othersas
well.  Lest they also bid thée.  True hospital-
ity never asks how much it will get back
by inviting So-and-so to dinner. It cannot
be a formal give-and-take. Hospitality is a
virtue that springs from a generous heart
and almost fears lest it should get back what
it gave.

V. 18. Call the poor, ete. Send your invi-

tationg to those who nced them most, and

Te went t’ to the house of one of the chzlz;f
DPharisees t0%eat bread, v.1. The Pharisees
hated Jesus. It was they whorejected Him,
hunted Him down, murdered Him. Only
a little while ago their anger against Him
had blazed out in fierce flame. And yet
Jesus accepted this invitation to the Phar-
isee’s house and went, willing to do good to
His encmy. This is always heaven’s way,
to answer earth’s hate with love. *‘There
was an infidel soldier of the Middle Ages
who hated the Bible and all sacred things.
He grew so fierce and mad in his defiance
that he determined to test the power of the
Christian’s God. So he wentout into a field,
armed as if for battle. He threw his glove
down on the ground as a challenge. Then
he looked up to the heavens and angrily
cried : ¢ God, if there be a God, I defy Thee
here and now to mortal combat. If Thou
indeed art, put forth Thy power of which Thy
pretended priests make such boast.” Ashe
spoke he saw a piece of paper fluttering in
the air just above his head. It fell at his
feet. He took it up and on it read these
words: ‘God is love.’ Overcome by this
. strange response, he broke his sword in
token of surrender, and, knecling upon the
fragments, gave his life thenceforth to the
service of that God whom he had before
defied. So it was that this world hated God
and defied Him; and so it was that the

C.

who will get most enjoyment out of them.

V. 14. Thouw shalt be blvssed.. Not with
money, for those whom you have helped
have none to give you, but with those bless-
ings that shall comie hereafter at the resur.
rection of the just. ** He would be raised with
them because his actions showed that he
was one of them; he would have the re-
wards that God gives, and can give only, to
those who are righteous. Compare Matt.
25 : 34-46.”’—Peloubet. The blessings with
which trne Christian hospitality will be re-
warded are the heavenly joys of fellowship
with all, rich or.poor, high or low, who
have lived righteous lives and so have enter-
ed the eternal kingdom.

ON ~

answer came from lnea\'er{ to all this defiance
andrebellion, ‘Ged is love.” ”?

They watched him, v. 1. If the eyes of these
men had not been blinded by prejudice, they
would have seen the image of God mirrored
in Christ. He preached as He walked. So
should it be with His disciples. Many of the
most powerful sermons are sermons without
words. It is told of St. Francis of Assissi
that he stepped one day into the cloister of
his monastery and said to & young monk:
¢“Brother, let us go down into the town to- -
day and preach.” So they went forth, the
venerable father and the young man, con-
versing as they went. Alon+ the principal
streets, around the lowly alleys to the out-
skirts of the town, and to the village beyond
they found their way, returning at length to
the 1mnonastery gate. Then spoke the young
monk, ‘“Father, when shall we begin to
preach?? My child,” said Francis, look-
ing down kindly upon the young man, ‘“we
have been preaching; we were preaching
while we were walking. We have been
seen—looked at ; our conduct has been re-
marked ; and so we have delivered a morn-
ing sermon. Ah, my son,” continued the
saintly man, “it is of no use that we walk
anywhere to preach, unless we preach as we
walk.” It is the character, the disposition,
the ¢unduct, the temper of Christ reflected
in usthat will win others for Him.



370

Jesug Dining with a Pharisec

[Octover 7

And behold there was @ cerlain man before
him which had the dropsy, v. 2. Dean Farrar
thinks that the man had been placed there by
the Pharisces, to test Jesus. They hoped
either to show that Jesus was a Sabbath-
breaker, or that His power to cure was only
pretended. If this is true, we have in the
miracle an illustration of how God overrules
the wicked designs of men for good.

Is it luwful to heal on the Sabbath day £ ~v. 3.
Had the Pharisees answered “No ’ to this
question, it would have been their duty to
prevent the sick ‘'man before them from
being healed. Even they dared not take this
responsibility. Common humanity revolts
against such a view of Sabbath observance
as would hinder us from healing the sick on
that day. Itisa true tessof what is lawful
and right on the Sabbath to irquire
whether it will benefit men physically, men-
tally or spiritually.

They held their peace, v.4. Their pride
prevented them from acknowledging that
they were in the wrong and that Jesus was
in the right. Such pride is a false pride. It
was told of Mr. Moody, after his death, that
in his home he was always ready to admit
to his children any wronghe had done them.
It is not easy to own to our faults, but it is
a mark of true nobility to do so.

Which of you shall have an ox or an ass fall-
en into a pit,and will nut straightway pull him

out on the Sabbath day # v. 5.

" However keenly the enemies of Jesus
witched Him they never succeeded in find-

ing any fault in him. v. 1.

For a sick man to be “ before ’” Jes1s was
to be certain of healing. v. 2. So compas-
sionate is our Saviour.

Jesus answered not the words but the
thoughts of the company ; nothing is so sec-
ret as to be hidden from Him. v. 3.

The Pharisces would not not say ¢ yes,”
they dared not say ‘“no,” to the question of
Jesus.  Obstinacy or fear tied their tongues.
Prejudiceorcowardice made them slaves, v.4.

Jesus silenced His opponents by fair argu-

word here is “you.” Jesus points out with
great keenness that these Pharisces laid
aside their Sabbath scruples readily enough,
when these scruples interfered with their
own interests. This was the difference be-
tween their Sabbath-keeping and the Sab-
bath-keeping of Jesus—theirs wag selfish,
His was unselfish. They would work on the
holy day to further their own interests ; He
would work for the good of others.

But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in
the lowest room, v. 10. Jesus had given His
critics a lesson in Sabbath observance : e
now gives them 2 lesson in humility, He
does not here place the ban on a true ambi-
tion. He does not forbid a student to work
for a high place in his class or a doctor or
lawyer to strive for advancementin his pro-
fession. 'What he condemns isthe spirit
which boasts of what we bave done and is
too eager in demanding recognifion by
others of our place or our doings.

Lest they also bid thee again, and a recom-
pence be made thee, v. 12,  The lesson on Sab-
bath-keeping and humility is followed by a
lesson on hospitality. We may not say that
it is always wrong to invite wealthy guests.
Everything depends on the motive. Jesus
condemns inviting the rich with the pur-
pose of securing an invitation from them in
return. He commends inviting the poor
and friendless, because, in their case, the sel-

The emphatic | fish motiydis absent.
/
20 Q/wmwmwmw i

ment. (A man is of more importance than a
beast. It requires more labor to pull a
beast out of a pit than to heal a man. v. 5.

' The chief place in heaven is held by Him
who was and is the servant of all. v. 7.

The great apostle called himself the chief
of sinners, (1 Tim, 1:15.) He who takes
the lowest place before God, holds the high-
est place in the opinion of God. vs. 8-11.

We need to be on our guard against sel-
fishness in our hospitality. v. 12

It is a proof of unselfishness to entertain
those who can give us no entertainment in
return. v. 14.
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It was a proof of courage as well as of
kindness for Jesug to accept the invitation
to the house of the Pharisees. It takes cour-
age to be a follower of Christ. Luther on
his way to Worms was warned and dissuad-
ed by his friends as he passed by. When he
wag close to the town, a very dear friend sent
to beg him not to venture into the dangers
which he knew awaited him. The Reform-
er'sreply will live forever. ¢ Were there
as many devils in Worms as there are tiles
on the roofs I would goin,’* he said. This is
the spirit which we should seek to get into
our lives, the determination to do what
Christ bids us in spite of terrors and enemies.

“There is a myth concerning an old
painter, that by a happy chance he com-
pounded one day a certain mordant, which,
colorless itself, possessed the power of height-
ening every color with which it was mixed.
By the help of his ‘discovery, from being a
common-place artist, he rose to the position
ofanoted master. His works were renowned
for the marvellous brilliancy of their tints.
On his canvas was produced, in exactest
hue, the waving emerald of the forest, the
silver gleam of the river, the swimming
light of the sunset, and the infinite azure of
the sky. Everywhere and alwaysthe charm
of the picture was due to that colorless nurse
of color, which, by its strange alchemy,
transfigured the crudeness and coarseness of
the common tint. That is what the Sabbath
does for the pictures of our common liveg,”’—
Dr. Gregg, quoted in Peloubet’s Notes.

‘“In the Dore gallery in London there is
a picture, the foreground of which consists
of groups of people, rich and poor, young
and old, kings and beggars, all turning be-
secching looks upon a far-away figure. It
is the Saviour, clothed in robes of dazzling
whiteness, bearing a cross, with a hand
uplifted, beckoning all these broken-hearted
ones, captives and sorrow-laden ones, to
come to Him for rest. That isalwaysa true
picture of Christ.”” He is saying to every
soul bound by the chains of sin, “I will
set you free.” He who delivered this man
from the cruel power of disease is able and

willing to set at liberty all the slaves of sin.
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The chief places were those numbered 2.
5, 8. The host usually sat at 9.

Dean Farrar relatesthe folloiving anecdote
to illustrate the pride and self-exaltation
which were essential marks of Pharisaic re-
ligion. ‘‘The king Janneus had on one
occasion invited several Persian Satraps, and
among the guests asked to meet them was
the Rabbi Simeon Ben Shetach. The latter
on entering seated himself at table between
the king and queen. Being asked his reason
for such a presumptuous intrusion, he re-
plied that it was written in the Book of
Jesug Ben Sirach, ¢Exalt wisdom and she
shall exalt thee, and shall make thee sit
among princes.” "’

There is a8 legend of 2 monk to whom,
while he was at his devotions, was granted
a blessed vision of the Master :

‘“ Then amid his exaltation,

* Loud the convent-bell appalling,

From its belfry calling, calling,
Rang through court and corridor
With persistent iteration

He had never heard before.”

It was the hour when the blind and help-
less and all the beggars of the street came
to the convent gate to receive theirallowance
of food and this monk, now on his knees
before the vision, was the one appointed to
attend to their wants for this day. He
hesitated whether to go or stay. Then a
voice came :

“ Do thy duty ; that is best ;

Leave unto the Lord the rest.”
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So he went to perforin his task and re-
turned to find the vision standing where he
had left it.

¢ Through the long hour intervening

It had waited his return,
And he felt his bosom burn,

Comprehending all the meaning,
‘When the blessed vision said,
¢ Hadst thou stayed I must have fled.” ”
We are never serving God better than
when we are ministering to the poor and
helpless.

THACHING HINTS AND HELPS

Take pains t Mem setting for this

and the rem'umng lessons of the Quarter.
Jesus is numng the end of His earthly
course, He is setting His face steadfastly
toward Jerusalem (Luke 9: 51) where, as
He knew, the tragedy of the Cross awaited
Him. His words become, if possible, more
searching, His dealings with men closer, as
He perceives His days to be few. Onthe
other hand, the hatred of His enemies is
becoming more intense, just as the poisen in
the serpent’s fangs becomes more deadly as
summer advances and winter comes, when
he will no longer be able to sting.

This first Lesson of the twelve is on PripE.
The key to it is the Golden Text. Kecep
this, however, in the background. Do not
even announce what the topic is, but bring
topic and text out of the story of ‘“Jesus
Dining with a Pharisee.”

It is a stirring scene—the dinner table of a
chief Pharisee. Describe the house, the
table, the host, the guests, Jesus taking His
place humbly amongst them, the keen watch
kept on His every act and word. It was
the Sabbath. He had been healing before
on that day. Will He do it again?

Then comes the man with the dropsy, eithér
attracted by the hope of healing or brought
purposely by the Pharisces to entrap Jesus;
- they were quite capable of laying traps.

Mark Jesus' gquestion, v. 3, and how it
silences His foes. (See ‘ Exposition,” and
““Application.”) Then the man is healed
and the mouths of the objectors even more
completely stopped. (vs. 5. 6.)

Thus the pride of knowledge was rebuked.
These Pharisees plumed themselves on their
Sabbath keeping ; and Jesus shows how ab-
solmtely mistaken they were.

Ther follow some wholesome words lo the
guesls present with IIim at the feast. They

had been struggling for the most honorable
seats and envying one another, He shows
them how true the words of their own
Solomon are. (Prov. 16.: 18; 18: 12.)

The host also is instrucled. Explain, as in
¢ Exposition ’” v, 12, that “call** signifies 2,
custom or habit of inviting. The point is—
Do not habitually honor those who can
honor you in return, butthose who cannot.
That is pride and self-seeking, The great
motive is & shdare in the honor of the
righteous at the last day. (v, 14.) Now for

the Golden Text. W
Questions for Juniors—1. Where was Jesu

now teaching? Into whose bouse did
enter? For what purpose? On what day?
By whom was He watched ? Why? Who
were the lJawyers? The Pharisees?

2. Who was in the house ? In what con-
divion? What always called forth Christ’s
pity ?

8. What question asked by Jesus? Of
whom? Who instituted the Sabbath?
(Gen. 2 : 3.) Why did God bless and sanc-
tify the day? (Gen.2:2,3.) For whom
was the Sabbath made? (Mark 2:27.)
How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?
(Shorter Catechism, Ques. 60.) © Which of
the Ten Commandments refers to the Sab-
bath ? Repeat it.

4-6. Why could not the lawyers and Phari-
sees answer Jesus 2 What did Jesus do for
the sick man? By what question does He
now test the Pharisees? How do they re-
ply ?

7-9. What lesson to be learned from this
parable ?  "What kind of conduct admired ?
For what reason?

10, 11. What is the greatest example of
humility ? (Matt. 11: 29; John 18: 14, 15;
Phil. 2: 5-8.) What is the meaning of
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tabased?? By whom shall the proud bo
abased ? How exalted? (Matt. 5 : 8 ; James
4+ 6) ’ )

12-14 Whom do men generally invite ?
Whom should they invite ?  What will the
reward be to those who care for the poor
and helpless? When will it be given? Is
there any reward for it in thislife? How
does Christ regard kindness shown to His
disciples ?

TFor Seniors—1 On what did the Pharisees
pride themselves? What is the meaning of
*Pharisee?’”” Why were they so anxious to
entrap Christ ?

2-4, What other instances recorded of mir-
acles performed on the Sabbath ? (Luke 13 :
10-13 ; Mark 1 : 25-31 ; 8 : 1-5.) 'What was
the law concerning the Sabbath? (Ex, 20 :
$; Lev. 19: 3.) Of what was the Sabbath
asign? (Bx. 31:13-17.) Of whata type?
(Heb. 4: 4-9.) How should the Sabbath be
employed ? (Ex. 20: 10 ; Luke 4 : 16; Rom.
10: 17 ; Matt. 26 : 80 ; Isa. 66 : 23 ; Matt.
12: 12)

6-8. What advice offered by Jesus? Why
necded ?

9-11. Who are greatest in God’s kingdom?
(Matt. 18 : 4.) To what does humility lead ?

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONEY

Connection—Recall Jast Quarter's Review
Thought. God wants busy little Christians
—workers. What are we doing ?

Introduction—** I do not want to ask Jimmy

(Prov. 22: 4.) How was Christ’s humility
shown ? (Teb. 2: 16; Luko 2: 51: Matt.
20: 28 ; John 13: 5.)

12-14. What two sorts of invitations? Why
i the one suggested and the other discour-
aged? What blessing is tiiere to thosgywho
¢ consider the poor™? (Ps. 41: 1.)

Bitle Side Lights—Tnr Sisnatit DLY—(en.
2:13 ; Ex. 16: 29; Tev. 19:30 ; Isal58:
13,14; Mark 2: 27

A Marriage Frast—Ps. 45 : 15; John W4
1,235 Gen. 31: 27, 28; Jer, 7 : 34.

Exarrert Hiasnrr—Gen, 8: 14; Prov.
16:5; Isa. 8:16,17; 2 Sam. 24: 10;
Ezek. 28: 17-19.

Cacn e Poor, Exc.—Ps. 10: 2 ; Ps. 109:
9-16 ; Prov. 22 : 2 ; Ps, 41 : 1-3 ; Matt. 14 :
15, 16.

Trnr ResurRrRecTioN or THE Just—1 Thess.
4:16; 1 Cor. 15 51-54 ; Rom. 8 : 23; Phil.
3:11. .
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Topics for Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The Sabbath as a day for works of

merey.
Parsons to my party, moée%{:/m

2. Pride.

3. True hospitality
“He is always wanting the best things.?
When we are playing together he always
wants to play first, and when we have any
candy or fruit, he grabs
more than the rest get. If

Be

UMBLE

APPY
ELPERS

he came he would take the
best seat at the table and
would not give any one else
a chance.”

“YWell, dear,” said moth-
er, ‘““we’ll ask poor liitle
lame Harry, who is always
so bashful, and we’ll put.
him in the best place and
see that he has a nice time.
We'll leave Jimmy out this
time, and. perhaps he’ll
learn not to be selfish and
proud.”
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Jesus Dining with a Pharisee

[October ¥

The Lesson—Tell the Bible Story. Explain
againthecustom of people looking onat feasts.
Among them this time is a sick man. Jesusis
not proud or thoughtless (verses 3-5). Tell a
simple story about kindness to dumb animals.

Jesus had been watching the guests. Each
looked for the best seat he could find. All
tried to get places of honor.

Jesus told them o story (parable) about a
man who went toa wedding party and seated

homes, berutifully dressed, who can give
parties in return. The other child invited
all the poor children in the neighborhood,
who never had parties, whose eyes fairly
danced with wonder at the beautiful rooms
and the richly spread table, who appreci-
ated the beautiful treat and the love that
prompted it.

‘Which child got the most happincss out
of his party ?

himself in the very best place, where every-
body could see him. Another guest came
and took o seat in a corner. The host came
to this humble man, took him by the arm
and led him to the place where the proud
man had seated himself and asked the proud
man to take the seat in the corner while the
humble man was put in the best place.

The Reward of Humility—Jesussaid (Golden
Text). (Godrewards humble efforts (illustra-
tiong). He dislikes selfishness, pride and
foulish show.

The Best Kind of Party—Dwell on the
thoughtin verses12-14. Picture two parties,
one, where all the children are from rich

Before
Goeth

Teachers will find a beautiful illustration
of the latter kind of hospitality in “The
Bird’s Christmas Carol” by Xate Douglas
Wiggins.

Practical Thoughts—Be humble little Chris-
tians.

“Oh Papa,” said little Gracie,
‘““Where can that birdie be?

If X could sing a song like that,
1'd sit where folks could see.”’

I hope my little girl will learn
A lesson from this bird

And try to do what good she can
Not to be seen, but heard.”

BLACEKBOARD REVI&W

ONOR
UMILITY

The Orientals are fond of short, pithy sayings, & volume of wisdom condeased into 2
sentence. The saying (Prov. 18: 12, Rev. Ver.), written on the Blackboard is an example.
The Gulden Text is the same truth, with the reverse side also given—that pride will have
its fall. There is no better way of illustrating the truth on the board than by a vivid
review of the lesson, bringing out the discomfiture (but do not use so hard a word to the
schiolars) of the Pharisees, who were proud of their knowledge of how the Sabbath should
be kept and proud of the way they kept it. Show also, as the lesson does, how the
pushing, self-conceited man, socially, is likely to have his ¢ come-downs’ and the
modest man to be honored. Fins,.lv, repeat our Lord’s blessing on the man who seeks to
shuw hindness rather than to vaunt his own pride, in his hospitality. Have the scholars
repeat and re-repeat, till they know the words by heart, Solomon’s wise proverb, ¢« Before
honor goeth humility.”
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Lesson II.

PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER

October 14, 1900

Luke 14: 1524, Commit to memory vs. 21-24. Rend Matt. 22: 1-14,

15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him |
neard these things, he said unto him, Blessed 48 he
that shall eat bread in the kingdom of Gud.

16 1 Then sald he wito him, A certain man made o
great supper, and bade many :

17 And sent his_servant at supper time to cay to!
them that were bidden, Corae ; for all things are now
ready.

15 And they all with one consent began to make
excuse. The tirst said unto him, I have bought g

20 And another sald, I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.

21 ¢80 that servant came, and sshewed his luni
these things, Then the master of the house being
angry sald to his servant, Go out quicklf into the
streets and ances of the city, and bring 1 hither the
puor, and 6 the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

232 And the servant smid, Lord, it is done as thou
hast commanded, and yet there is room,

2picee of
pray thee have me excused,
19 And

excused,

und, and I must needs go 3and see it: I

another said, I have bought five yoke of
oxen, nnd 1 go to prove them: I pray thee have me

24 For 1 sa

23 And the lord sald unto the servant. Go out into
the highways and hedges, and 7compel ther to come
in, that my house may be filled.
unto you, That none of thos> men
which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

Revised Version—1But he said; 3Field; 30ut; £ And the; ¢ Told; 6 Maimed and blind aund lame;

1Constrain.
GOLDEN TEXT

Come;_for all things are now

roady, Lukeld: 17.
DAILY READINGS

M.--Luke 14t :15-24, Parableof the
great supper.

T. -Prov, 9 l-l(‘)).pc Wisdom's call.

W.—Matt, 22: 1-10. Invitation des-
pised.

Th.~Zech, 7: 814. Refusing to
hearken.

F.—Isa.65:1-12. Refuscrsrejected.
S.~Rev. 193) 4-9. Supper of the

Lamb.
S.—Rev, 22: 817, Frecinvitation.

TIME AND PLACE

As in last Lesson, srobm»ly in
January, A.D. 80, and either in
Jerusalem or in o Pharisee’s house
in Perea, on the way to Jerusalem.

CATECHISM

Q. 4&. Whal doth the preface lo
the ten commandments teach us #

A. The preface to the ten com-
mandments teacheth us, That be-
cause God is the Lord, and our
God, and Redeemer, therefore we
are bound to keep all His com-
mandments.

LESSON PLAN

Y. The SBupper Ready, 185, 16.

A greatsupper, and many bidden.

II. The Guests Called, 17,

‘When feast was in readiness.

III. Their Excuses, 18-20.

Lands anc goods ana loved ones
prevent them,

IV, The New Guests, 21-24.

From the streets and lanes, and
highwaysand hedges. They come
willingly.
LESSON HYMNS

Book of Praise—26: 10: 14 (Ps:

onnect.
so self-satisfied 'that they Ilaid little of
Christ’s teaching to heart. At the words
“resurrection of the just” (v. 14) with
which the lesson of Jast Sabbath closes, they
at once thought of that blessed future which,
they were persuaded, was to be the reward
of every righteous Pharisee. Only a few of
the common people, and no sinners or publi-
cans, would, in their opinion, have a share
in.that resurrection. Jesus utters this par-
able toanswer their complacency. Though
the parable of Matt. 22 : 1-14 is in some re-
spects similar to this it was spoken in dif-
ferent circumstances, and it has so many
details peculiar to itself that it cannot be
identified with this. ‘
I. The Supper Ready, 15, 16,

One of them. He expressed not only his
own thought but the feeling of the Pharisecs
asa whole- These things ; the words about
tho “resurrection of the.just.’ Blessed is
he. A remark of a man who was fully satis-
fied that he and all his friends would share

DAl crno, =
ag Djnks—The Pharisees 'wert

in that resurrection. There was no religious

Sel); 135; 5593 1465 124,
ITION )

feelingin [jit. he had said sincerely,
‘“ Would that I mightsit down at the feast 1
Jesus would have given a different answer to
arequest of faith, But the Pharisce really
means, ‘‘How thankful I am that T am a
good Pharisce who shall of course find my
seab ready forme.” Eatbread inthe kingdom.
They looked for a sudden coming of the
kingdom from above, when thisearth wonld
be changed and ail their enemies be over-
thrown. The final blessings of the Messianic
age, when these changes would be brought
to pass, were often pictured by the Pharisees
under the figure of a feast. The righteous
would rise from their graves and their joy
would be like that at a great feast. They
understood enough of Christ’s teaching to
recognize that in verse 14 He was referring
to the completion and triun'ph of Messiah's
kingdom,

V.16, A cerlain man,; a great lord who
was able to entertain on a large scale. Bade
many. This was the first invitation; a re-
minder was given on the day of the feast.
The many here are the Jewish people as a
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whole. They werethechosen of God. Long
ago the invitation had been given to them
through patriarchs like Abraham, lawgivers
liko Moses, and many prophets.

II, The Guests Called, 17,

V. 17. Ilis servant; here Jesus Christ.
Compure Ts. 63; Acts 3 : 13-26. After Flis
death the apostles gave the invitation, At
suppertime; the second invitation just before
the feast, lesb they should have forgotten.
‘“The intended guests having been apprised
some days before of the coming feast, ser-
vantg are again sent on the morning of the
day to remind those who have been invited.
To refuse the second summons would be an
insult which is equivalent among Arab
tribes to a declaration of war,” (Tristramn’s
Eastern Customs in Bible Lands.) Come.
Jesus and His disciples always began with
the Jews in giving the gospel message. In-
deed, but few Gentiles heard the message
until after the death of Jesus, AU things are
now ready. Jesusand Hisdisciples preached
that the kingdom of God was already in
their midst because Jesus had come. John
the Baptist had said that it was near. (Matt.
3:2,3)

IIX. Their Excuses, 18-20.

Y. 18. Al with one consent. As an actual
fact, very few of the Pharisees or of the
rulers of the Jews were willing to accept the
invitation which Jesus brought. [ have
bouglt a picce of ground ; a very poor excuse,
for the ground might have lain as it was for
another day.

V. 19. Igo; or, Iam just going. To prove;
to test or try them.  Both these men were
too busy with their own concerns, which,
however, were not so pressing that they
might not Lave waited. So they refuse the
ievitation and insult him who invited them.

V. 20. Have marricd . . . and therefore.
In the man’s own eyves quite o good excuse.
(Deut. 24: 5.) The three excuses are ex-
amples of reasons given for refusing to ac-
cept the Lord’s invitation to Ilis feast. Men
are cither too absorbed in worldly affairs or
too mueh pre-oceupied with their own priv-
ate enjoyment to give heed to the spiritual

call, This is the secret, in most cases, of the
rcjection of Jesus Christ.
IV. The New Guests, 21-24.

V. 21. Being angry ; for he had been in-
sulted, treated with contempt by the friends
who should have honored him. Go out
quickly. It was the very day and hour of the
feast and no time wad to belost. ‘At a
great feast nothing could be more dishon-
oring than that the place of entertainment
should not be filled.” (Tristram.) Strects
and lanes of the city ; the open squares and
narruw streets where the diseased basked in
the sun and the beggars asked for charity,
appealing with their maimed limbs to the
passers-by. These were not busy like the
firsy invited and, socially, they were far infer-
jor. Note that the invitation is still to those
within the city walls. By these are meant
the publicans and sinners, who were out-
casts, social and religious, in the eyes of the
Pharisees, as were the beggar tribe. They
were Jews, but their practices were abhor-
rent to the self-righteous Jews, who put
them under the ban. Jesus, however, always
offered the gospel to the publican and sin-
ner. If the rigid and self-righteous Pharisee
will not enter the kingdom, there were
other guests. In Matt. 9: 13, Jesus says
“Tam not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

V. 22. What thou hast commanded is done.
The command had been execcuted at once.
Jesus had, during His ministry in Galilee,
been preaching to the publicans and sinners.
Yet there is room.  How vast is God’s grace
and the kingdom of God !

V. 23. Highways and hedges ; i.c., outside
the city. Thismeans the Gentiles, who were
beyond the borders of Israel. The law was
like a wall that protected the Jew in the
city of Zion. The Gentile lived without a
knowledge of God’s law.  Compel ; or as in
the Rev. Ver. ““constrain.”’ The invitation
is such a surprise that, at first, they will not
believe it. So every cffort must be made to
persuade them.  Paul sought, not the Jews
only, but * was made all things to all men,”
that he “inight by all meanssave some.”
(1Cor. 9 : 20-22.) That my house may be filled.
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Very soon after Christ's death the gospel
passed from the Jews to the great Gentile
world. Christ’s commission was to ¢ dis-
ciple all nations ”’ (Matt. 28: 10), and His
assurance is that His gospel shall be preach-
ed in all the world before the end come,
(\Iqtt 24:14.) The whole world shall be

VINIIED D cout g oo

leseed 49 he that shall eat bread in the king-
dom of Gbd, v. 15, This remark showed
how little the man who made it had taken
in the teaching of Jesus, ‘¢ IHe said nothing,
you observe, of the condition on which the
Lord had said they would be recompensed,
but contented himself with a fervent ejacu-
lation about thie happiness of those who
should feast in the kingdom of God ; much
as if one, on hearing a present duty fzith-
fully enforced, should indulge in a fervent
outburst about the blessedness of heaven.
It was pure sentimentalism, holy humbug,
or—to use the expressive modern word—ab-
solute cant. The man was talking aboutthat
of which he knew nothing. The kingdom of
God, in his view, was eating and drinking ;
and there wag, withal, in his mind no doubt
that he would be in it. But then it was
still a long way off ; and this flourish about
its blessedness might turn the current of
conversation away from the disagreeable
channel in which it had been flowing.” Dr.
W. M. Taylor.

But ke said unto him (Rev. Ver.), v. 16.
What the man said (v. 15) was correct ; his
spirit was wrong. Jesus taught that, if men
would enjoy the blessings of the kingdom of
God, they must be xeady to give up earthly
things and reckon them as of small accounrt
in comparison with spiritual things.

Come, v. 17. 'This was a great word with
Jesus. He was continually saying ¢ Come.”’
On His lips it was a gracious invitation, but
it was also an authoritative command. It
was natural for Jesus to use the imperative
mood. At His word, thestormy wind ceased
its raging and the fierce waves grew calmn.
He spoke and disease let go its hold of its
victim. Death gave back its captives at His
bidding. Evil spirits crouched and cowered

invited to the feast of God’s salvation.

V. 24. Noreofthosemen....shall taste. The
Jewish nation perished at the fall of Jerusa-
lem in A.D. 70. What a terrible answer to
the complacency of the Pharisees ag scen in
verse 15 | It was a calamity which they had
brought upon themselves by their obduracy.

ATION

before Him. He ruled over the forces of
nature, over disease, over death, over the
world of spirits. Had He not the right to
command men? That right is His still.
He is a king and His invitations are com-
mands. There is a world of gentleness in
His voice as He says, ‘‘Come unto Me.”
“ Follow Me.” ¢ Abide in Me.”” But there
is a tone of divine authority in that voice.
We disobey it at our peril.

Al things are now ready, v. 17. The feast
of the parable represents the gospel. The
gospel blessings are now prepared. But
who can measure the cost of that prepar-
ation? There is a Japanese legend which
describes the making of a wonderful bell.
Long ago, the emperor wrote to the maker
of bells, commanding him to cast a bell
larger and more besutiful than any ever
made before. He bade himn put in it gold
and silver and brass, that the tones might
be so sweet and clear, that when hung in
the palace tower, its sounds might be heard
for a hundred miles. The bell-maker put
gold and silver and brass into his great
melting-pot, but the metals would not mingle
and the bell was a failure. Again and again
he tried; but in vain. Then the empcror
was angry and sent, saying that if the bell
were not made at the next trial, the bell-
maker must die. The bell-maker had a
lovely daughter. She wasgreatly distressed
for her father. Wrapping her mantle about
her she went by night to the oracle and
asked how she could save him. Hetold her
that gold and silver and brass would not
mingle until the blood of a virgin wasmixed
with them when they were melted together.
Again the maker of bells prepared to cast

the bells. The daughter stood by and at

the moment of casting she threw herself



378

_ Parable of the Great Supper

[October 14

into the midst of the molten metal. The
Yell 'was made and found to be more wonder-
ful and perfect than any other ever made.
It hung in the great palace tower and its
sweet tones were heard for a hundred miles.
It owed its sweetness to the blood of sacrifice
mingling with the gold and silver and brass.
So the gospel feast was not fully ready for us
until the Son of God took our nature upon
Him and lived and died for us, through His
infinite love. )

And they all with one consent began to make
ercuse, v. 18, It is quite clear that all these
excuses were not reasons, but mere pretexts.
There was no reason why the visit to the
field or the proving of the oxen should not

* have been postponed, to make way for go im-
portant & duty as accepting the invitation
given, nor would any true wife have objected
to her husband’s absence for such a purpose.
The pretexts covered up the one reason which
really kept all these invited guests from the
feast—their unwillingness to come. Their
conduct finds its counterpart in the treat-
ment which the Jews accorded to the invita-
tions of Jesus, and which led Him to say—
oh, so sadly—*‘ Ye will not come unto me,
that ye might have life.” (John &: 40}

1 have bought apiece of ground . . . Thave

SONEDD (vt v
A v /!

he kingdom of God is not meat and

drink ; but righteovsness, and peace, and

joy in the Holy Ghost. (Rom. 14 :17.) v.'15.

The use of the word ‘‘feast” to deseribe
the gospel, suggests the ideas of preparation,
provision, abundance, fellowship. v. 17

God’s invitations leave us without any ex-
cuse for rejecting them. v. 16.

All wish to go to heaven, but not all are
willing to perform @ present duty. vs. 1S, 19,
20.

These guests told the truth, but not the
whole truth, in making their excuses. It
was true that one had bought a field and an.
other a yoke of oxen, and that a third had
married a wife. Tt was not true that these
things were the real reasons for their con-
duct. vs. 18, 19, 20.

bought five yoke of oxen . I have married
a wife, v, 18-20. Notice that these men
found excuses for not going to the feast in
things which were right in themselves. So,
things perfectly lawful may prevent us from
giving to Jesus our whole heart. His word
is: “If any man come to me, and hate not
his father, and mother, and wife, and child-
ren, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”
(v. 26.)

That my house may be filled, v. 23. “The
saved shall vastly, and many times over, out-
number the lost, and the House of God shall
be filled. Only the first few stragglers, as it
were, from the streets and lanes and high-
ways, have yet taken their seats; but the
messengers of the Lord of the feast are busy
over an ever-widening aren, carrying the in-
vitation to an ever-increasing multitude.
Thus far, the few only have accepted it, but
by-and-bye the nations shall flock in to the
feast, ‘as the doves to the windows.” When
the number of the elect shall be accomp-
lished, it shall be seen tu be no mere fraction
of the race, but the great majority of man-
kind ; and the place of perdition shall be to
heaven only as the prison is to a populous
community.””—Dr. W. M. Taylor.

OINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

There is no base passion in the anger of
God, but there is holy indignation against
sin. It is holy wrath. v. 21,

The refusal of the invitation leads to its
being offered to a larger number. So infinite
is the grace of God. v. 21.

The largest “room” in the world is the
room for improvement. v. 23.

The gospel compels man to come to Christ,
not by force, but by love. v. 23.

The gospel will triumoph even though we
should reject. v. 23.

The exclusion of the guests first invited
was due to their own fault, We shall not
be able to blame God if we are lost. v. 24.

¢ The Jews connected the advent of the

Messianic kingdom with banquets of food
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more delicious than manna, the flesh of
Leviathan and the bird Bar Jachus.”—
Cambridge Bible.

¢ Tt js still customary in the East, not only
tu give to an invitation sometime before-
hand, but to send round servants at the
proper time to inform the invited guests that
all things are ready.” —XKitto.

It was easy to do this, because ‘* the guests
were close together in an Eastern city.”’
And it was necessary to do it, because ¢‘they
were not generally supplied with time-
picces.””  Another reason for this second in-
vitation was that, from the habits of Orien-
tals and their manners of preparing the
feast, it was impossible to know just when
the meal would be ready. v. 17.

“For each of us all things are ready ; the
atonement made, the mansions prepared,
the Father willing to receive, the angels
waiting to welcome, the doors open, the
Holy Spirit present, duties awaiting.”

Worldly possessions often blind men to
the value of the heavenly inheritance. A
small coin held close to the eye will shut out
from view the sun shining in the heavens.

** A finger's breadth at hand may mar
A world of light in heaven afar :
A mote eclipse a glorious star.”

Not one of these excuses can stand a mo-
ment’s examination. They remind one of
.Mark Twain’s Orientai, who declined to
lend an axe, saying that he needed it him-
self to eat soup, and who, when he was re-
minded that one does not eat soup-with an
axe, replied: ‘“ When one is determined not
to do a thing, any excuse is good enough.”’ So
all the excuses which men offer for rejecting
the gospel spring from unwillingness to ac-
cept it.

Go out into the highways and hedges, and com-
pel them to come iz, The great commission is
not : *‘Come ye from all the world and bear
the gospel,” but ¢ Go ye into all the werld
and preach the gospel.” It is the business
of the Church to go out into the highways,
in which open and notorious sinners are

found, and into the hedges, where less known
and secret offenders lurk, and constrain
them by loving entreaties to come into the
feast.

In verse 24, we have the application of
the parable and also the answer of Jesus to
the man whose exclamation (v. 15) had led
to it. Our Lord, <in effect, says to the
guests then present: ‘I have shown you
what the eating of bread in the kingdom of
God really is, and how you treat the invita-
tion, while professing to look forward to
participation in the feast. It is God’s feast,
and He invites you to it. Butit is ‘My tup-
per,” given in My honor, and the invita-
tion comes though me, sent of God ¢in the
form of a servant.” You will refuse to enter
because, in refusing Me and My teachings,
you refuse to obey the direct call of God,
who previously invited you by His prophets
and through His word.”’—Dr. M. B. Riddle.

Reasons and excuses are often very dif-
ferent things. Men are often ashamed of
their real reasons for their conduct, and for
rejecting Christ, and have to hide them, not
only from others, but from themselves, by
some plausible excuses. Itis the same with
neglect of church and religious sen ices.
There is little in the excuses given, a:, the
minister, the sermon, the music, no social
recognition, no time ; but we must look
much deeper for the real reasons. And we
should be iar more careful to understand
and remove the reasons than to try to
answer their excuses. It is for this reason
that much of the arguing with irreligious
men is so useless. Itis like scraping the
furred tongue, but leaving the fever, It'is
tearing down a flaunting flag from "the
enemy’s ship, but leaving the crew and the
guns,—Peloubet.

If you knew God, and what those “‘things”
are ‘“ which He has prepared for them that
love Him,” all “excuses’’ would be flung to
the winds. It would not be, ‘‘Have me
excused !’ but, “I come!”” *Me first—
menow—me forever ! Lord, bid me—T.ord,
let me<-Lord, make me come ! ’—Vaughan.
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Zél‘{%ords of the lesson will recall
that of Jast Babbath, the feast at the Phari-
sec’'s house and the severe but needed
lescons on self-sufficiency and pride,

‘The words of the man who speaks in v.
16 make it evident, both that the lessons
were necded and that they were still needed.
This Pharigsee, at least, has not recognized
his own portrait.

The connection isthis. Jesushadspoken of
“‘ theresurrection of thejust.”” The Pharisee
at once gays : “ Oh, yes, we are the just—we
righteous Pharisces. Blessed, indeed, shall
we be when Messiah’s kingdom comes | 7

The parable is spoken to set him right,
and to encourage also the nondescripts, the
publicans and sinners, who may have been
within hearing, and the Gentiles, to whom
the words might come.

There is an interesting field here in the
matter of Oriental customs. See that the
scholars have correct notions as to the
preparations for a great feast ; the nunber
likely to be bidden (“bade many”’—God
has never been niggardly or “‘near” in His
invitations; witness Isa. 55 : 1); the second
invitation when gupper was ready ; the pur-
chase of land, the proving of oxen, the
customns of marriage; the errand to the
streets and lanes and the ingathering of the
miscelleneous crowd therefrom ; the mission
to the highways and hedges outside the city ;
the wrath of the insulted host;—all these
points should be made clear.

But leave room for this also, indeed let
what has just been outlined lead up to it—
the great spirvitual teaching of the lesson. These
four headings may serve a good purpose.

1. Exceeping Grace. It is a *“great”
supper. He “bade many.” e made *“all
things ready” and what a readiness, the
mission of patriach and psalmistand prophet,
the foreshadowing ceremonial of the Old
Testament, the life and teachings and death
and resurrection and intercession of the Lord
Jesus, and finally, the sending the Holy
Ghost, the second invitation !

2. Exceepixa ForLy. To turn their backs

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

on their Lord and Ilis invitations for the
sake of the paltry things of this world, aud
never do they seem go paltry—ground, cat-
tle, personal delights. It was the folly of
Esau repeated. (Gen. 25: 29-34.)

3. Tnie Wipesess or Gop’s Mercy. It is
verily like the “wideness of thesea.” Hisown
chosen and favored ones reject. What then?
Others will be brought in—the outeasts
amongst themselves (v. 21) ; the outsiders -
Gentiles (v. 23) ; and what is not taught in
this parable, but appeais elsewhere, even the
nation that then rejected, was to he brought
in. (Rom. 11: 25-27.)

4. Tue SuarpNess or Gop’s Wrarn. “ Who
will by no means clear the guilty,” is Je-
hovah’s testimony to Himself. (Ex.34:7;
Num. 14:18) ‘A consuming fire,”” the
Epistle to the Hebrews calls our God. (Fleb.
12: 29.) A judge exccuting swift judgment,
our Lord declares Him here.

Notice that the punishment is simply ex-
clusion: ‘“Noneof thosemen . . . shall taste
of my supper”’ (v. 24). There are other and
sbronger words elsewhere in regard to the
fate of those who resist and reject, but even
to be shut out of heaven, shut out of the
glory and the gladness, shut away from the
feast and the Master of it, isenough. ““The

blackness of darkness fongyer.” de 1.
Questions jomMI , 106, et vis
the parable spoken ? With whom had Christ

been dining? About what bad Xe been
talking? How did He represent the king-
dom of heaven ? Who gave the feast ? Whom
does he represent? How many invited?
Who gave the first invitations ?

17. When was the second call sent? By
whom? What was the message ?

18-20. How did the guestsact? Whatex-
cuse made by the first? On what ground
did the second refuse the invitation? What
plea was made by the third? "What wasthe
real reason in each case?

21, 22. Why was the Master angry ? What
four classes were now invited? Where were
they to be found? FHow urgent was the in-
vitation ? o
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23. Where was the servant next sent?
How was he to act? Why was he so anxi-
ous? How can we help to fill up the king-
dom o. Christ? How can each scholar help
to {ill up the Sunday School ?

24, What was the fate of those who re-
fused? Whose fault was it? Whom doces
Christ invite to come? (Matt. 11 ; 28-30;
Isa. 65: 1.) How did the Jows use Christ?
How were they punished ? Who were ealled
in their stead?

TFor Seniors—15. To what has the kingdom
of heaven been compared 2 Who shall enter
this kingdom? (Luke9:62; 2 Thess. 1:5;
Rom. 14: 17.) Describe tshe position of
guests as seated at an Eastern feast.

16, 17. Who prepared the gospel feast?
For whom? (Mark 16: 15; Col. 1: 23.)
How long will it last? At what price pur-
chased? How excellent is it? (L Cor. 2:
9,10.) What has it been called? (Isa. 25:
6; Rev. 19: 9.) What expressed by it?
(Isa. 6% 10; John 8:29.) To whom was
the invitation first given? When is the
accepted time ?

FOR TEACHERS OF

Connection—The subject of parties is always
of interest to little people. Reeall the feast
at the Pharisee’s house. The children should
now be able to describe to you the scene at
an Eastern feast, the tables, couches, seats
foronlookers, etc. Something might be told

18-20. On what grounds were the invita-
tions refused ?

21, 22. Why were new invitations issued ?
To whom ? What glorivus declaration made?

23, 24, Name some modern ‘“ highways?’’
and ‘“hedges.”” What comes from neglect-
ing Christ and His i

ingHation W
BMkSMcLMM&Agﬁg%QZggii. G
3-8; 43: 16-32; 24:17; Judges19: 16-21.

Sexnr His Servant—1 Cor. 7: 21-24; Philem.
10: 14; Eph. G: 5-7; 1 Tim. 6: 1, 2,

Wittt O Accorr -1 Sam, 11: 7; Ds, 83:
5; Hos. 6: 9; Zeph. 3: 9.

Brina ANerY—Job 32: 3-5; Matt, 20: 24 ;
Prov. 16: 82; James 1: 20.

Tug Poor, Erc.—Ps. 9: 18; 12: 5 ; Jameés
2: 53 Ps. 84: 6; Matt. 19: 21; Luke4: 18,
Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The customs in regard to invitations to

feasts in Bible times.
2. ¢“Come,”” on the lips of our Lord.

3. Excuses. %)ZU/
grapes, figs, ete., no doubt, as these were all ’
plentiful in Palestine. Do the children re-
member the kind of party Jesus was telling
us about—whom we should invite, ete. ?

The Lesson—We are going to talk ubout a
supper party of which Jesus was talking

THE LITTLE ONE

of the probable kinds of food, bread, honey,

to the Pharisees at the last feast.  Tell the
parable in simple words.

What a Iot of excuses

“Com=e
Xor all ¥ange
are mnow,
ve a.d3 .

God’s

TrviYolion
o
EVERYONE

Gwe

these rich rulers made!
There were so many things
they would rather do than
accept thiginvitation. Their
own cares and pleasures
took up all their time.
(verses 18-20.) How un-
grateful they were to the
good giver of the supper!
He wasangry at them for
their carelessness. (verses.
21-24.) They would not get-
another invitation. How
foolish they were !
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The ifleavenly Supper—This parable was
meant to tell usthe story of our heavenly,
Father's feast of love and pardon, to which
He hasginvited ug all. He first invited His
own chosen people, the Jews. They would
not accept the invitation from Jesus. Then
God gent the invitation to everybody the
world over (verses 21-23) to come and partake
of His feast of love and eat of the Bread of
Life, Jesus. :

Are we actirg like the rich rulers,refusing
o come, too busy with our own pleasures
and work? God is inviting us to-day.
(Teach Goiden Text.) He will not be always
asking us. (Repeat ‘Now is the accept-
ed time, now is the day of salvation.”)
‘Wherever God's word is read or taunght in
home or church or SabbathSchool, there is
the feast ready for us,

Practical Thoughts—Tell a story to illus-
trate some excuses little people sometimes
make for not coming to God’s house, for not
trying to please Jesus. So many things

' Sabbath Sehool.

keep ug from Jesus. We would rather be

with playmates and friends out walking or
driving or playing, than going to church and
The thought of Sabbath
observance may be dwelt upun, but Jesu-
invitation is for week days as well. Fow
ungrateful we are to the good God when
we do not accept it |

The Streets and Lanes—We shonld be littie
servants carrying God’s invitation into the
¢ gtreets and lanes” of our own towns, the
new parts of our own couvntry. (Home Mis-
sions.) Tell the children of the thousands
of people coming into our country, the Gali-
cians, the Icelanders, the Doukhobors.
There are little children in the North-West
from twenty-one different countries speaking
different languages from ours.

The Highways and Hedges—Then we are
to go into ‘“the highways and hedges,”
(Foreign Missions), into every nook and
corner of God’s big world, telling of Jesus
and His love, telling them to ¢ come for
all things are now readyv.”

Hymn No. 5u2, Book of Praise.

BLACEKBOARD REVIEW

GOD'S

Call
Offer
Mercy

Exceeding wrath

The great word of the lesson is the opening word of the Golden Text. Tt may be

written on the blackboard in bold capitals, as above, at the beginning of the Review.
The rest of the board should be clean.  Then write bciore it * Gon’s”’—*“ Gon’s CoME."”
It must be with authority ; it may be in anger, or it may bein grace. Tt isimperative, in
any case, that when God cries * Come,” we should give heed. Tmpress this thought
deeply. Now, what does God’s “‘ Come ”’ include, as brought out in: the parable? Show
that it includes (1) a ““Call ” and a very distinct one, to come to the feast which He has
made ready ; (2) an ““Offer,” of a rich, soul-satisfying repast. Have the school read in
concert 1 Cor. 3: 21 (2nd clause), 22, 23 ; (3) ¢ Mercy > —brought out both in His gracious
invitation to His own and in vs. 21-23 : (4) ** Exceeding wrath,”” against those who de-
spisc and reject 1iis precious offer.
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Lesson IIL

THE LOST SHEEP AND LOST COIN

October 21, 1900

Luke15: 1-10. Commit to memory vs. 47. Read Luke 14: 25-35.

1 1 Then drew near unto bim all the publicans and
Jnners for to hear him,

2 And 2 the Phw'risees and 3 seribes murmured, say-
fug, This man receiveth sinuers, and eatcth with
them

3 Aud he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4 What man of you, having an hunared sheep, 4if
he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is
et until he fingd it?

5 And when he bath found ¢, he layeth @ on big
shoulders, rejoicing.

¢ And when he cometh home, he calleth together
his friends and neighbours, snying unto them, Rejoice

with me, for I have found mny sheep which was lost.
7 1 say unto you, that tlikewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repentcth, more thar
over ninety and nine 6just persons, which need no
re Il:l‘t&nce. hat havd
ither what woman having ten pieces of sil
if she losc one piece, doth nutgllgmpa 7candle, :‘;ﬁ{i
sweep the house and seek diligently till she find 4t ¢
9 And when she hath found i, she calleth Aer
friends and Acr neighbours together, saying, Rejoice
with me, for I bave found the picce which I had lust.
o i(;&)!&l\%\[vifﬁé Ia. ‘s]o.yl uu;oGy(()iu. there is joy in the
pSene els ‘e N
Do gels of God over onesinuer that

Revised Version—! Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing near unt, :
4And baving lost ; 5 Even so there shall be joy ; 6 Righteous; 7Lamp; sEvcg 50, unto him;

GOLDEN TEXT
There is &%y inthe presenco of the

sngels of God over one sinaer that
ropenteth. Luke15:10.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Luke15:1-10. The lostsheep

and fost coin, )
T.—Ezekiel 34:11-16. Secking the
st

Th.—Titus 3:18. Lost and saved.

F.—Eph. 2:dl-10. Tne dewd quick-
ened.

8§ -1 Tim. 1:1217. Joy of the

saved .
Joy in heaven.

TIME AND PLACE

Soon after the last Lesson, winter
of A.D. 30, likely in Perea, beyond
Jordan.
CATECHISM

Q. 45, Wkich 1s the first com-
mandment ?

A. The first commandment is,
Thou shalt have no other gods

st. | before me.
W.—Muark2:13-17. Sinnerssought.

Q. 48. What 8 required in the
Sirst conmandment ¥

A. The first commandinent re-
quireth us to_know and acknow-
ledge God to be the only true God
and our God ; and to worship and
glorify Him accordingly.

EXPOSITION

2Both; 3The;

LESSON PLAN
X. The Pride that Scorns, 1, 2.

The Pharisees and seribes indig-
nant that Jesus received and ate
with publicans and sinners.

II. The Love that Saves, 3-10.

In three matchless parables, one
of which is reserved for our hext
Lesson, Jesus shows what God
thinks of these same despised ones.

LESSON EYMNS

Book of Praise—595:14 (Ps. Sel.);
45; 141; 588; 133, 1 (Ps. Sel.);

mzevp 917,
9 s lesnet
Conn:;@ Links—It was fin these last
days of our Lord'sministry that the parables
of gracein Luke 15 were spoken. His practice
of mingling with the outcasts of society in
order to bring them into His kingdom had
scandalized the self-righteovs classes. The
three parables have the sarue theme, God’s
gracious salvation of the erring, the lost, the
sinful. The first two, which are very simi-
lar, are simpler than that of the prodigal son.
I, The Pride that Scorns, 1, 2.

Al the publicans and sinners were drawing
near. (Rev. Ver.) It was their constant habit.
The publicans, though Jews, had sa fallen
from sympathy with their own nation that
they were willing to lease from the Romans
the right to collect taxes and revenue in the
name of the hated oppressors.  Their unjust
exactions, as well as their lack of patriolism,
made them objects of hatred to the strict
Jews,  Even to-day the collector of taxes or
the appraiser is not as a rule popular. The
**sinners” wereeither those whodisregarded
the strict commands .of the ceremonial law
or were guilty of vices. Both publicans and

sinners were beyond the pale of respecta-
bility. For o hear Him. Jesus had been
willing to go to them with His gospel. He
had indeed chosen one of His most intimate
disciples, Matthew, from the publicans
(Matt. 9: 9), and His graciousness towards
them brought them to Him in crowds.

V. 2. Pharisces and scribes; guardians of
the sacred law, moral policemen, who
showed their displeasure against anyone
whose conduct was not up to their standard
of what was proper. They had added many
petty and foolish interpretations and re-
quirements to the law as Moses gave it.
Receiveth sinners and cateth with them. The
cating was worse than the receiving. Laws
as to the proper food were very strict. A
““sinner” whodisregarded these laws might,
as easily as not, partake of unclean food ; so
a strict barrier was placed between the
Pharisee and him, lest the former shounld be
defiled. (Compare the incident of Peter and
Corneliusin Acts10.) The Pharisees thought
it nothing less than a scandal that Jesus,
who professed to be a religious teacher, and
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who had such great influence with the
common people, should associate with the
promiscuous company of publicans and
sinners.

II. The Love that Saves, 3-10.

Vs. 3, 4. This parable; which, with those
that follow, is Jesus’ blessed answer to their
miserable ‘‘murmuring.” (v. 2.) If he lose
one. Here, asin ch. 14: 5 Jesus appeals to
their instinctive kindnesg to a dumb animal
for an equally generous treatment of a humnan
being. Only one lost; but it is worth
searching for.  In the wilderness ; on the un-
fenced moorland or hilly pastuze, where a
sheep might easily get astray. ¢ After the
corn fields near the village end, the whole
is treated as common land, where the flocks
of the villagers pasture together. Itiscalled
a wilderness, but by wilderness is meant not
a desert, but the grassy downs and shrub-
clad hillsides which arc to be found in a
state of nature not far from every village.”
(Tristram.) Goafter . . . untilhefindit.
Note the eager, hard search. He will not
abandon his quest till he find the sheep.
That which is lost. The silly sheep strayed
without intending to get lost. So, of the
publicans and ginners, many had wandered
and were lost, more because of thoughtless-
ness or ignorance, than of premeditated wick-
cdness.  Until ne find it. The owner goes to
look for his sheep. One sheep is for him of
great value.  ¢* The shepherd in the East is
generally the owner, or the son of the owner,
of the flock.” His sense of ownership urges
lim on. He will be the poorer for the Joss.
But there was a strong feeling of affection
betw een the Eastern shepherd and his flock,
so that love as well as ownership prompted
him to go in search of the sheep. Jesus
both owns and loves.

V. 5. Laycth it on Dis shoulders; ex-
" hausted, wounded, bleeding. The shepherd
must carry it all the way back. But in
spite of the bnrden he 1s r¢joicing. What
more beautiful picture of the love of Jesus
for the lost ? He hadto come all the toil-
some  journey and after His wearisome
search, to carry the sheep home, but the

labor and hardship are swallowed up iu
Jove and joy at having found the lost.

V. 6. Calleth together his friends. The in-
tense joy in the shepherd’s heart on the safu
return, evinces the value he sets upon the
sheep. Itis onc of the great lessons of the
parable that the poorest sinner is of infinite
value to God. .

V. 7. Joyin heaven, ‘‘ in the heart of God ”
(Bruce) ; and God calls the angels and the
redecmed to rejoice with Him. Jore than
over ninely and mune just persons. It is a ques-
tion of proportion. The * just person *” may
be the self-righteous Pharisee or it may
mean the truly pious. In either case the
rescue of a sinner excites the greater joy.
He has wandered further and.thare is the
more gladness by reason of his retarn. Need
no repentance.  Men like the publirans and
sinners might scemn to have gob beyond the
care of the shepherd, as compared with the
quiet Israelite who had always sought to do
the will of God. Those who have always
been in safety under the shepherd's care are
not a cause of anxiety and so they have
never afforded the same transport to the
shepherd as he had at the moment when
the lost was found.

V. 8. Either ; another parable with the
same lesson.  TWoman having ten pieces of
silter. A piece of silver or drachma was
worth about eighteen cents—a day’s wage.
She was poor and had kept count of every
coin. The silver pieces, too, were often used
as ornaments. If she lose one picce. The sil-
ver does not, like the sheep, lose itself.
Light a lamp (Rev. Ver.) ; not because it was
night, but because there were no windows
in the dwellings of the poor. Sweep the house
and scck diligently. The emphasis in this
parable lies on the secking, as in that ¢! the
lost sheép on the carrying home. It takes
many ways to express God’s eagerness for
our salvation.

V. 10. In the presence of the angels of God.
They see His face and reflect God’s glory
(Matt. 18:10.) ; so thatitmeansin the presence
of God Himself. Over one sinuer thatrepenteth.
This isreally the lesson which Jesusintended
to teach in both parables. The sinner is
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God’s property, the humblest soul, the vilest
sinner, is of such precious value to Him that
His love is unwearied in its search, His joy
unbounded, when he is found. “In the

kingdom of God, so much love is lavished
on the lost that, by comparison, it might
seem as though God had no joy in those
whojbhad never strayed.”

AN S eakion
Then drewnearinto him alltlwpublzcansand There are two great encouragements for

sinn v~ for to hear Tim, v ‘ There is a
ste - LI an artist in the oldm days who was
fatsely charged with crime and cast into
prison. He was given his paints and
« brushes, but not a thing on which he might
paint.  One day & man came to his cell door
and said to the artist, ‘I wish you would
paint me a picture.” ‘I would,’ he replied,
‘if I had anything on which to, paint it.”
The visitor looked about him and on the
floor of the prison corridor he found an old
soiled napkin. ‘Paint it on this,” he said,
as he passed it into the cell. The artist be-
gan at once, and continued his work until
the picture was finished. It was 2 picture
of the Christ, a marvellously beautiful one,
which afterwards found a place inone of the
old cathedrals. Thus the artist redeemed
the napkin from destruction and dishonor
and conseerated it to highest honor and sac-
redness.” (Dr. J. R. Miller.) So Christ
took the poor, debased, soiled lives of the
publicans and sinners and caused them to
reflect His own image. He is the Great
Artist, who can redecem human lives from
ruin to their true and holy use.

This man reccivelle sinners and calcth with
them, v. 2. These words were spoken with
asneer by the scribes and Pharisees. ““They
meant it in scorn, but it was, in reality, the
great glory of the Lord; and even their
sneer, uttered in contempt, has become a
jewel in the crown which He now wears.”
Dr. Wni. Taylor.

snd he spake this parable unlo them,-v. 3.
It was the murmuring of the proud and ex-
clusive Pharisees which furnished the occa-
sion of the three parables found in the chap-
ter.  As the sandal-wood gives forth its
richest fragrance only when it is cut, the
scornful words of the self-righteous drew
out sume of the most precicus teaching of
Jesus little as they were meant o do so.

the sinner in the parables of this chapter.
One of these is found in the first two and
the other in the third. The story of the
lost sheep and the lost coin sets forth the
truth that God is seeking the sinner, as men
search diligently for sumething of great
value which they have lost. In the story of
the prodigal we see a picture of the sinner
seeking God. The light which shines from
all three parables is the soft and kindly
radiance of divine grace. Here, that grace
sends forth the Good Shepherd to seck the
lost and wandering one and bring him back
in safety to the fold. There, the same grace
receives with joyful welcome the repentant
and returning son. We have not here two
separate ways in which men are saved The
lesson is not that some men are saved be-
cause God seeks them and others because
they seek God. No one is saved without
both of these things being done. When-
ever asinner is saved, God brings him, yet
Lie comes ; he comes, yet God brings him.
What man of you. ...doth not. . .go after that
which is lost, until he find %, v. 4. * All the
way from the bosom of the Father to the
tomb of Joseph, Jesus came to seck and to
save that which was lost; and while that
was the goal which He had in view at the
last, He was all the time giving illustrations
of His great work as He went along. He
was seeking His sheep which He had lost,
when He sat by the well of Sychar, and
talked with the woman of Samaria; when
He called Zacchreus down from his perch
among the leaves of the sycomore tree, and
when He bade Matthew follow him from his
toll-booth.” When He died on Calvary,
when He sent forth the Spirit at Pentecost,
IIe opened the way for a wider search. To-
day He continues His search in all lands
whither His servants have gone with the

gospel. And the search is not in vain.
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And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoulders rcjoicing, v.5. TFaber sings in his
beautiful hymn, ¢ The True Shepherd *’ :

I wag wandering and weary
When my Saviour came unto me ;
For the ways of sin grew dreary,
And the world had ceased to woo me ;
And I thought I heard Him say,
As He came along Hig way,
O silly souls! come near Me;
My sheep should never fear Me;
I am the Shepherd true.

At last I stopped to listen,
His voice could not deceive me ;
" 1 saw His kind eyes glisten,
So anxious to relieve me
And I thought I heard Him say,
As He came along His way,
Oh silly souls | come near Me;

My sheep should never fear Me;
I am the Shepherd true.

Ie took me on His shoulder,
And tenderly He kissed me ;
He bade my love be bolder,
And said how He bad missed me ;
And I'm sure I héard Him say,
As He went along His way,

O silly souls ! come near Me;
My sheep should never fear Me;
I am the Shepherd true.

There i3 joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner that repenteth, v. 10.
Throughout all three parables there runs
like a golden thread the idea of the value
of the individual. The search is for one
sheep, one coin. The welcome and the
feast are to celebrate the return of one son,

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

{ There must have been something very

winning about Jesus when such pevple as
the publicans and sinners came in crowds to
hear Him, v. 1.

The Pharisees and scribes were like those
who are too much afraid of soiling their fin-
gers to be of much use in the world. v. 2.

Jesus was not afraid to shock the sense of
propriety in resgectable people in order to
do good. v. 3.

The law commanded the Israelites to
bring back the ox or the ass even of an
enemy if they saw itstraying. (Exod. 23:4.)
v. 4.

The parables of the Lost Sheep and of the
Lost Coin teach the particular love of God
for the individual soul. v. 4.

An old writer says: ‘‘Rich therefore
is the shepherd of whose flock we (the whole
human race) are the hundredth part.” v. 4.

The shepherd did not reproach the
sheep for wandering away. Neither does
Jesus reprcach us as He seeks to bring us
home again. v. 3.

It is a great joy,which secks the sympathy
of others and a joy is doubled when shared
with a friend. v.6.

Note again the vame which God and the
angels place upon the individual. One ought
to be ashamed that the question could ever
have been asked, ¢‘Is life worth living?”

The sinner, however great his sin, still
bears the image of God, as the coin, how-
ever used or worn, has still, if faint, the
Queen’s head upoen it. v. 6.

The diligence of the woman is an example
to all those who seek to save souls. v. 8.

We must expect that the gospel will cause
a disturbance. The woman could not sweep
without raising the dust. v. 8.

Jesus speaks about what goes on in heaven
as one who knows. v, 10.

The following story is told of the Koh-i-
noor,or ‘“‘“Mountain of Light,*’ one of the 1dst
famous diamonds in the world, which now
belongs to England, but which came from
India. This precious gem was put into the
hands of Lord John Lawrence for safe-keep-
ing. Half-unconsciously Lord John thrust
the diamond, which lay in a little box, into
his waistcoat pocket. Engrossed with many
cares, he forgot all about the valuable stone.
Six months afterwards he reccived a mes-

sage from the Queen, ordering the great
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jewel to be sent to her at once. Theh Lord
Jolm remembered that the gem had been
given to him and remembered also his care-
lessness. He called his native servant and
asked him if had found a little parcel some
months before in one of his pockets. Lord
John awaited the man’s answer with great
anxiety. *Yes, Sahib. I found it and put
it in one of your boxes,” The little box was
brought and when fold after fold of wrap-
ping had been removed there lay the brilli-
ant diamond shining like the sun. The old
gervant had ne idea of the immense value of
the stone which he held in his hand.
“There is nothing here, Sahib, but a bit of
glass,” he said. Then Lérd John told him
its value and the gem wasmost carefully
guarded until the Queen herself laid it among
the jewels of her crown,

Jesus saw in the breast of each publican
and sinner whom the Pharisees and scribes
despised 2 far more costly and precious gem
than the Koh-i-noor. The redemption of a
single soul was in His eycs worth the price
paid for it on Calvary. 'What values are we
setting on our souls and on the souls of
others?

The Jews had a story that Moses, while
tending Jethro’s flocks, went after a lamb
which had gone astray. As he thought it
must be weary, he carried it back on his
shoulders. Then God said, that, because he
had shown pity to the sheep belonging to
a man, He would give him His own
sheep, Israel, to feed. v. 4.

Jesus said : * There is joy in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth.” The Pharisces
said : ““There is joy before God when those
who provoke Him perish from the earth.”
What a contrast, the one teaching and the
other! How the teaching of Jesus proves
itself to have come from heaven, and how it
must have fallen like healing balm upon the
hearts of the sinners who heard it. v. 7.

In the ““Reminiscences of William Jay,”
this incident is recorded: One day when
Jay called on John Newton, the latter said:
“Tam glad to see you, for I have just re-
ceived a letter from Bath, and you may know

something of the writer,”” mentioning his
name. Jay replied that he did, and that the
man had been for years a hearer of his, but
was & most awful character, and in almost
all evil, “But,” said Newton, ‘““‘he writes
now like a penitent.” ‘“He may be such,”’
wag the answer, ‘“but if he be, T shall never
despair of the conversion of anyone again.”
Newton said: ¢“Oh, I never did since God
saved me.”” No one is beyond the reach of
salvation.

‘What we call feminine virtues and graces
ave nceded for the deliverance of souls that
have fallen—patience, and diligence, and
minute observation—not less than what we
think of as the more manly qualities of
courage, and enterprise, and endurance.—
Plumptre.

Of this same search Professor Marcus Dods
says : ““ God's search is also persistent. . Pos-
sibly the woman required the coin to make up
a sum fora purchase. Certainly God needs us
for some end He has in view. This is not our
whole history, that with immense outlay of
divine resources we are to be restored to per-
manent rectitude. There must be much be-
vond, and for this God prepares us now,
The experiences of earth, however exalted,
do not exhaust the eventfulness of our eternal
life. Therefore God seeks us with earnest-
ness, as if we were necessary not only to His
lIove but to His purposes.”

The intimation that there is greater joy in
heaven over the return of a single wanderer
than over ninety and nine who never strayed,
presents indeed a difficulty ; but here, asin
many other similar cases, the difficulty lies
more in the way of the scientific expositor,
whose task is to express the meaning in'the
form of logical definitions, than in the way
of the simple reader of the Bible, who
desires to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn
the one thing needful from Hislips. Inthis,
as in many other portions of Scripture, a
hungry laborer may live upon the bread,
while it may baffle a philosopher to analyze
its constitutents, and expound its nutritive
qualities. A devout reader may geb the
meaning ol the parable in power upon his
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heart, while the logical interpreter expends
much profitless labor in the dissection of a
dead letter.—Dr. W. Arnot.

- ol

4

s iere]the present writer habitually v-orks
at his desk, he has but to raise the curtain in
the morning, to look out upon the green
sward and the beautiful flowers of & public
garden. Every day it brings some new
delight. The shadows and colors, the sweet-
scented air, and the merry voices of the
children at their play floating through the
open window, give rest to the spirit. Our
Lord in the parables of this chapter draws
back the curtain from the unseen and the
heavenly and oh, what solace and uplift in
the vision, solace and uplift to weak and
wandering and sin-stricken souls!

It is worth while to bring out, first, the
conlrast between the senscless, hard, and
hateful pride of these self-righteous scribes
and Pharisees and the tender compassion of
the meck and lowly Jesus. (vs. 1, 2, com-
pared with vs. 8-10.) ‘They would crush
down and thrust out all but their own sort.
He seeks men of every sort, the vilest of the
vile even, that He may transform them into
His own image.

It may be convenient to take the two
parables together. The following points
will be noted :

1. We understand heaven through earth
and God through man.
ing, finding, rejoicing ; the woman searching,
discovering, rejoicing—these are God, the
gracious Lord to whom we belong. And the
gladness of a neighborhood where friends
rejoice in the good fortune of a friend, isa
picture of how all the high and lowly are
glad together, cach one the gladder for the
other’s joy.

2, Ttis the lost and not the safe that, if
one may so speak, weigh upon God's heart.
All Seripture testifics to this. God comes
from the company of the angels in heaven
to visit Fden, when it has been desolated
by sin. The Old Testament is throughout
the story of God secking wanderers. Take
as an example the work of such prophets

The shepherd seek-

[October 21

‘“ Kisses of peace, feasts of plenty, robes of
honor—this world can never again be wholly
dark to any sinner.”’—Bishop Warren.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

as Elijah, Jeremiah, Jonah.

3. God spares no pains in finding the lost,
He Himself scarches like the shepherd and
the woman. God entrusted not mer’s sal-
vation to any other, but Himself came in
the person of Jesus Christ, and is Himself
here in the person of the Holy Spirit. What
pains He takes—IHis word, His minister,
His gracious providences, His chastisements,

4. God rejoices when the lost are found.
He has a tender heart, like the shepherd.
He sets a high value on souls, as does the
woman on her coin.

5. He shares ¥is joy with those about
Him. There are some joys we can bear
alone. There are others, when we must
speak, sing, shout, must tell them all abroad.
It gives us some conception of how glad Ged
is when sinners repent, that He proclaims
His joy to the heavenly hosts.

6. The joy-bells of heaven ring for one,
as for a multitnde. This is, perhaps, the
sweetest thought of all. Rew. 19: 5-7 does
not surprise us, for it is the whole Chureh
that is rejoiced over; but as the child’s
hymn says:

Wonderful things in the Bible I see;

This isthe dearest, that Jesus Joves me,

W : Lven me,
. [

nestions for Jumiors—I, What was

Christ’s objeet in using pavables? Iow
many recorded in this chapter? What their
subjects? What two classes of despised peo-
ple here mentioned? Who were the publi-
cans? (Luke 3: 12; Matt. 1§: 17.) Did anv
of them believe in Christ? (Luke5: 27;
19: 2:9.) What brought sinners to Jesus?
Who were the Pharisces? Give meaning
of “Pharisee”. What their chief sin?
Whom did Christ come to save? (dMatt. 9:
13.)

3-6. Relate the parable of Lost Sheep.
Why was the flock safe? Tow many lost?
How did the shepherd act?  Who is our
“ Good Shepherd??” Whom does He know?
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Tlow does He call? What search made for
the lost sheep ?

7. What cause for rejoicing? What is re-
pentance unto life? (S. Catechism, Ques.
g87.) How is the repentant one treated ?

§-10. Give story of ten pieces of silver?
What use made of coing by Eastern women?
What the value of thiscoin? What efforts
put forth by the woman? Why so great?
What reward ? How did the woman ex-
press her joy? About what should all be
busy ?

For Seniors—1-3. What brought out the
three parables? Who found fault? What
their grievance? How did Christ enforce
the truth ?

4.6. Who aione can restore wanderers?
Where does Christ lead His shesp? (Psa.
23.) What promise given? (John 14: 1-3.)
How great Iis love? Describe the search,
the return, the joy.

7. What said of angels? (Heb, 1: 14.)
How great is God’s desire for man’s salva-
tion? (Ezek. 18: 31, 32.) How may we have
redemption? (Heb. 9:12;1 Pet. 1:9.)
What does it procure? (Rom. 3: 2+.) What
are four subjects of redemption? (Rom. 8:

Ere He fon% the she
FOR TEAGEERS OF THE LITTLE ONES!

Connection—We are going to have a
“birdie’? exercise. Shall we all show how
the birdies fly? (All stand, raise armsand
make the motions of flying), repeating—

23;Pea. 10: 3,4 ; Pea. 49: 15: Eph. 1:14.)
Who were preachers of repentance? IHow
will true repentance show itself? (Matt. 3:
8; Acts 26: 20.)

8-10. Why the woman’s anxiety? How
did she show earncstness? What her recom-
pence? How imitate her?

Bible Side Lights—MurMURED—fx. 1
24; Mark 14: 5; Luke5:30; John 6:4
1 Cor. 10: 10.

Rerorce wrrn Me—Rom. 12: 15; 1 Cor.
12: 26; Phil. 1: 18; 2: 17, 18.

Joy v Heavex—Job 38: 7; Ps. 16:
Isa. 35: 2,10; I Pet. 4 13; Jude 24,

PIECES oF SILVER —Gen. 37: 28; 45: 22;
Judges 16: 5.

OxE Sinner—DEcel. 9:18; Isa, G3:
Luke 7: 37; James 5: 20.

Topics for Brief Papers

5:
1;

11;

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. What is it for a person to be lost?

2. ‘“ But none of the ransomed ever knew
Tow deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night that the

Lord passed through
?23_,/
Z
““What do happy bifdies say,
Flitting through the gloomy wood ?

We must sing the gloom away—
Sun or shadow, God is good.”

tha

What did we hear last

For

IS LOOKING

IViE

Sabbath about God’s good-
nesstous? Haveyougiven
Godz kind invitation to
anybody? Have you tried
to bring any of your play-
mates nearer to Jesus?
Introduction—Did any of
the children ever lose any-
thing? (Let them talk
aboutit.) Didthey search
very long for it? Were
they not glad when they
found it? We are going to
talk to-day about some

Hall
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““Jost things” that were found.

The Lost Sheep—Draw outlino or pin on
the board the form of a lJamb. Describe the
little stray lamb—the good shepherd missing
it, seeking, finding, ¢arrying in his bosom,
rejoicing.  Tell the parable. ¢ We all like
sheep have gone astray.” Who is our shep-
herd? Picture the joy in the Heavenly
Fold when the ‘lost sheep’ is brought
home. “Little deeds of kindness’ to a
wandering soul blessed of God, may lead it
back to Jesus’ fold,

The Lost Coin—Show a piece of silver
money. (The lost coin was a silver penny
worth about 18 cents.) Tell the parable.
Picture the searching with the lighted can-
dle in every nook and corner, the sweeping
and brushing away of dust, all the seeking,
then the finding and rejoicing. (Teach
Golden Text.) :

The sheep wandered away from the shep-
herd, but the lost coin was still in the
owner’s house, but hidden by dust; was
lost and of no use to the owner, till found.
Sometimes people get covered up with the
‘“dust of the world’’—cares, pleasures,

friends. God has to use the brush of trouble
perbaps in order to find us for His use again,
It would be harder to find the coin the
longer it was left. More and more dust
(cares, etc.), would cover it. The cracks
and corners (sins) would get bigger. It is
easier for God to find young pcople than
those who are older and more covered with
*“dust,’’ and who have fallen into *cracks
and corners.”’ ‘* Remember now thy Cre-
ator in the days of thy youth.”

Lost Little Girls and Boys—Tell a story
about 2 little lost child in the streets of a
big city or in the woods. Describe the grief
of the parents, the searching, the finding,
the joy !

Jesus is looking for the little lambs of His
fiock. He wants you all in His fold. You
are more precious to Him thanssilver or gold.

Practical Thoughts—Jesus is looking for
me, waiting to carry me in His bosom, long-
ing to see me ‘“ ghining for Him.” Some of
Jesus® friends are searching for me too, my
parents, Sabbath School teacher, my minis-
ter, are all trying to find me for Jesus,

Hymn 553, Book of Praise.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

fift

LOST — FQ([N D

The two words, as printed above, carry their own lessons. Let the review be simply

the enforcing of the lessons.
joy.
3 Il(,ST. 2

We are amongst the elemental emotions—despair, love,

The awfulness of it ! Bring out from the parables and have the scholars
read together such passages as Isa. 53: G ;

Rons. 7: 18-24; Eph. 2:1,3; Rom. 6: 23.

Be careful to impress the sad estate and the helplessness of the sinner.

Then turn to the bright side of the shield.

“Fouxp.” For the shepherd’s love in

searching, give such passages asJohn 3: 16 ; Phil. 2: 6-8; Isa. 53: 4-6, and for the joy
in heaven, such as Luke 2: 13,14 ; Rev. 12: 10, 11, and first clause of v. 12.
Why can we resist such love? How, refuse to add to heaven’s joy ?
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Lesson IV,

THE PRODIGAL SON .

October 28, 1900

Luke 15: 11-24. Commit to memory vs, 20-24. Read Luke 13,

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give me the portion of 1goods that falleth fo
me. And he divided unto them Ais living.,

13 And not many days after the younger son gath-
ere all together, and took his journey into a far
c[o\imtry, and there wasted his substance with riotous
Jiving.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty
fanune in that 2land ; and he began to be in want.

15> And he went and joined himself to 2a citizen of
uu}c country : and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine.

16 And he would fain have 4filled his belly with
the hﬁks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
unto him,

17 5 And when he came to himself, he said, How
many hired servants of my father's have bread
enongh and to spare, and I perish 6 with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my_father, and will say
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
7before thee,

19 8 And am no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and camg to hisfather. But? when
he was yet1op great way off, his father saw him, and
11 had compassion, aud ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him,

21 And theson said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, 8and ain 1o more
worthy to be called thy son,

22 But the Father said to his servants, Bring forth
12the bess robe, and put i on him; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on kis fect :

23 And bring 3 hither the fatted calf, and kill @,
and let us eat, and 14be merry :

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he

was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry,

Revised Version—1Thy substance; 2 Country ; 3One of the citizens; 4Been filled with the busks;
s But; 6 Here; 7Inthysight; 8 £; 9 While ; 20 Afaroff ; 11 Wasmoved with ; 12Quickly ; 13 Omit hither ; 14 Make.

GOLDEN TEXT TIME AND PLACE LESSON PLAN
Tialsigg and o tomy father. | 4s in last Lesson, of which the | I. AtHome, 11,12,
s oRe Brcsent passage is the completion, But not coutent. e wants his
DAILY READINGS robnb)ly in J{Lrl‘mm;)y. A.D, %0, ung own portion of goods and hisown
—Luke15: 11-24. The prodigal | Somewhere i eres  beyond | way.
M “sou:) prodig Jordan, II, From Home, 13-16.
T.—Lukte 15 d 25382. Lost and | CATECHISM b H&vﬁi_ngr%cci\;clzd hii< portion, ayln;l
ound. ¢ Q. 4°7. What is forbidden in the | being free to follow his own will,
W.-Eccles. 2:141. The world ! o he spends all in rioting, and comes
unsatisfying. Jirst commandment ¢ to w‘x)ﬁlt and shame.
Tn.-t—l’rov. 13115, The way of b 3& Tlhet lﬁﬁg cot}lmundment for- | ¥IT, Homo again, 17-24.
TANSETESSOrs, iddeth the denying, or not wor " R
F.—2Chron. 33 : 1-18. Learning by shi&)ping and lf)'rlfyinx: the true fogﬁ(\)'%n penitent, welcome, and
adversity. God asGod, and our God ; and the 4 N
g—Jer. 50: 17, Returning and { giving of that worshipand glory to | LESSON HYMNS
weeping. any other, which is due to him Rook of Praise—93 (Ps. Sel.):
Return! alone, 590 ; 579; 144; §87; 161,

est in its improvement. The portion; i.e.,

8.—Hosea
/. X W@m‘m :
Connecting//Links<In this third par-

able of the serles, a new element is added,
the sinner turning towards the Father, who
is waiting to receive him. The two parts—
the younger and the elder son—are really
two pictures to illustrate the same truth,
that the Father receives with overflowing
jov him whom He feared was lost. The
parable of the Prodigal Son is the pearl and
crown of all parables. ‘It is a world of
wisdom and hope condensed into a few
words, asa whole landscape is painted on
the retina of the eye.” It is, verily, the
gospel in miniature.

I. At Home, 11,12.

V.11, A certain man; representing the
Heavenly Father. Two sons; who are two
types, the elder of the Pharisees and their
sort, the younger of penitent publicans and
sinners.

V. 12. The younger; who would have a
swaller portion of the estate and less inter-

one-third of the father’s possessions. (Deut.
21:17.) He divided. Often an old man
might renounce his whole property to his
sons, but they were required to support him
in comfort to the end of his days. In this
story the father still retains the chief author-
ity over the estate. s living; lands and
flocks and herds.

II. From Home, 13-18.

V. 13. Not many days after. He had al-
ready made up his mind what to do.
Gathered all together ; and so had no further
claim on the home when he finally quitted
it. It was a sad parting for the old father,
but the young man went forth with a light
heart now to be his own master. Far coun-
try ; beyond reach of therestraints of home,
so far indeed that his father thought he was
lost.

V.14. A mighty famine,; not uncommon
in Palestine. (Acts 11: 28.) Coming as it
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did when he had spent all his own substance
in ginful waste it fell very sore upon him.
‘“The worst famine of all is ‘not a famine
of bread or a thirst of water, but of hearing
the words of the Lord’ (Amos 8: 11); and
insach a fgmine even ‘the fair virging and
voung men faint for thirst’ (v. 13). ¢They
have forsaken me the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns ; broken
cisterns, that can bold no water.! Jer. 11:13.”

V. 15. He went and joined himself to. He
was not asked, but in his need he pressed
bimself upon him. 4 citizen. This man
was evidently not a Jew for ne sent him into
his fields to feed swine. In famine-time even
a kind-hearted man might not be able to do
more for him than this, The occupation
was most loathsome for a Jew. (Lev. 17:
7.) Itshows how low he had fallen. In
the eyes of the Pharisees he would be the
vilest of sinners.

V. 16. Husks; pods of the carob tree, a
kind of locust tree, swine’s food. No mun
gave. Pity dies in famine when each has
little enough for himself. A strange fall,
from affluence to the life of a beast.

III. Home Again, 17-24.

V. 17. When he came to himself. He be-
gan to think who he was. The true self
is always lost in a life of selfishness. (Luke
9:24) To regain self-respect is the first
step upwards. Iow many servante. etc.
“IWhat a rich home Ileft!” He dare not
claim it ashisown now. Hemerely pictures
the comfort of the place that was once his.
The first step in repentance is to think with
desire on the pleasures of that father’s home.
And I; the son of a father who had given
me such love.

V. 18, T will arise and go. True repen-
tance issues in immediate action. Myfu .
He knows enough of him to be sure that he
will not be utterly disowned. I havesinned;
hard to say, but far better to say it than to
perish in pride too foolish to own to having
done wrong. No excuse, no claim, nothing
but the simple hard fact of sin, and no refuge
but in the father’s mercy. Against heaven
and before thee.  Hleaven herestands for God.

Every sin is against heaven first, whatover
woe it may have caused, whatever injury it
may have inflicted.

V. 19. No more worthy. He has neither
claim to, nor fitness for, a son’s place. He
scarce dare ask even for a servant’s.

V. 20. Yeta greatway of. Onthe first sign
of his return the father is ready to receive,
Had compassion. Not justice, but love, pro.
vides the reception. FHis present worful
plight and the fact that he has come back
remove all thought of stern justice. Ranand
fell on Iis neck ; eagerness. The attitude of
the father throughout towards his son, even
before he returned, seems to have been not
anger but sorrow. God doos not hate the
sinner. (Ezck. 33 :11.) Kissed; here means
kissed tenderly or fervently.

V. 21. Father, I have sinned. The son is
true to his purpose and repeats all but the
request to be made a hired servant. After
the warmth of his father’s welcome his
heart tellshim that such a request would be
out of place. Or perhaps the father’s repiy
cut him short.

V. 22. Bring forth quickly (Rev. Ver.).
That reply is to load him with honor; not
forgiveness alone, but a joyous restoration,
Best robe. ¢ These tattered garments hide
his true sonship. On with his proper gar-
ments, the robe that will honor him most,
quick !’*  Ring,; a signet ring as a sign of
authority, not only for wearing but for

sealing documents. Shoes. Slaves woent
barefoot.
V. 23,24, The falted calf. The custom

was to slaughter meat just before cooking,
and a calf wus always kept ready in prime
condition foranv great occasion. Was dead ;
to all intents and purposes so far as the
father was concerned. Was lost; out of
sight for years though never out of mind.
They began to be merry ; a great welcome for
one who has come home, as he thought, in
deep disgrace from a famine-stricken coun-
try. So the sinner is welcomed by the
Father, who says no word about the past.
Itis blotted out forever. Thisloving Father,
whose sons sinners and publicans were; was
very different from the God of the Pharisecs.
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A cerlain mph had two sons, v. 11. It is not
eaid ¢ ““A certain king had two subjects ' ;
or *“ A certain master had two servants.”
Sin is not merely treason against a sover-
cign, or disobedience to a master, but is,
above all, ingratitude towards a Father. We
cannot find language too strong to express
onr condemnation of the conduct of Absalon
towards David. (2 Sam. chap. 15, ete.) Yeb
every sinner is, in God’s sight, guilty of the
same wicked ingratitude and disloyalty.
There is no one of us to whom the words do
not apply : ‘I have nourished and brought
up children and they have rebelled against
me.”  (Teaiah 1: 2.)

“Tather give me the portion....And he divid-
cd unto them his living. God sumetimes grants
our foolish and ignorant requests in order to
convince us by our experience ~f our folly
and wickedness in asking. When the Is-
raelites in the wilderncss cried to God for
supplics, we are told that “He gave them
their request, but sent leanness into their
soul.,” (Ps.106:15.) Again, whenthetribes
desired a king, he gave them Saul, thag
through their sufferings from the arbitrary
and capricious tyranny of that monarch,
they might he shown how foolish and wrong
their desire was. God givesto us the portion
we desire, and allows us to go, as the father in
this parable permitted hisson to leave home,
that we may Icarn our lesson in the hard and
bitter school of experience.

And there wasted Lis subslance in riotous liv-
ing, v. 18, Sin is the great waster. It
wastes money. It turnsbodily strength into
weakness. But worse than all else, it wastes
manhood. It robs the sinner of intellectual
strength. It destroys the moral nature. Sin
weakens the will ; sears the conscience ;
bardens the heart. A Scottish wife once
said of her husband, who had yiclded to the
power of strong Grink and had been led
away by evil companions: ‘‘He used to be
a firm and manly fellow, but he isa bairn
noo.” Alas! such have all the weakness,
but none of the innocence of children.

To feed swine, v. 15. The progress of the
prodigal began with riotous joy ; the next

Mi%mx -

stage was want ; and the end was bondage.
Sin deccives by making fair promises to lure
us on to our ruin. Detectives have some-
times captured & criminal whom they have
tracked down, by pretending to be his friend
and so gaining his confidence, until some day
they have persuaded him to try on a pair of
handeulfs us o mere jest, and then snapping
the spring that locked them have taken him
an easy prey. In like manner sin irinisters
to the enjoyment of its victim and then,
when he is thrown off his guard, readily cn-
slaves him,

And when he came to himself, v. 17. As long
as we are living away from God we are not
acting out our true self. The man who lives
in sin is beneath himself. No honest work is
beneath us, but every kind of wrong-doing
is. Garceth was not beneath himself when
he served in the kitchen of King Arthur's
palace, but he would have been beneath
himself if he had joined in the low conver-
sation and ribald jes.s of his fellow-servants.
Work never degrades, sin always does.  Sin
keeps us living in a dark and dismal cellar,
whon we ought to be enjoying the bright-
ness and beauty of the upper rooms in the
palace of life. We come to our true self
when we forsake sin ; until then we are be-
neath ourselves.

I perish with hunger, v. 17. It iy our need
that brings us back to God. A man will not
go to the physician until he feels that he is
sick. We willnot seck the Saviour until we
sce that we are lost sinners. This parable
does not tell us how men come to see that
they are sinners and that without Christ
they must perish ; but we learn elsewhere
that it is the work of the Holy Spirit to
show us our guilt and danger. (John16: 8.)
Until He comes to open our eyes, we keep
on believing the devil’s lie that we shall not
perish though we live in sin. But He con-
vinces us that as sinners we must either re-
pent or perish.

T will arse and go to my father, v. 18. After
all, we have the power of choice. We can
resolve to forsake the service of sin and re-
turn to our truc position as sons of God.

.

e —————
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It is not ** the way to hell” that is ““ paved
with good resolutions,” but the way to
heaven. The way to hell is paved with
broken resolutions. Till this life ends there
is always ““another chance’ for the worst
of men. The past may be bad and we can-
not change it, What we have written, we
have written. But the pages of the future
are still white and clean. We can, by God’s
grace, write on them a noble record.
1 held it truth, with him who sings

To one clear harp in divers tones,

That men may rise on stepping stones,

The true son nsl\s not what the father is
give him but what le can give the
father, v. 12,

God will not compel us to remain in His
service against our will, v. 13.

The famine was not responsible for the
prodigal’s want, but his own folly. We
should not blame circumstances for evils
which we bring upon ourselves. v. 14,

At the last, sin brings us into bondage and
disgrace. v. 15.

When we determine to be *lords of
ourselves,” we often find that ourg is “‘a
heritage of woe.” v. 17,

There is hope for the worst sinner because
he can say ‘T will.” v, 18,

It is & manly thing to take the blame of
our sin upon our vwn shoulders instead of
laying it upon companions or circumstances
v. 18.

God, like this earthly father, °‘kisses the
past into forgetfulness’ for the repentant
sinner, v. 20.

We call God, ‘‘Father” not because we
are worthy to be His sons but because of
His wonderful grace. v. 21.

Instead of taunts for his guilt God offers
the returning sinner His choicest gifts. v. 22.

The joy of the father, overflowing in his
commands to the servants, is the shadow ;
the joy of God when sinners repent is the
substance. vs. 23, 24.

Of their dead selves to higher things.” J
OINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

But when he was yel a great way off his father
saw him, etc., v. 20, *“A sgingle dew-drop,
agitquiverson a leaf on a June morning,
mirrors and reflects the whole blue sky;
yet what a miniature picture it gives of that
vast expanse of heaven! So human father-
hood is & dew-drop.which mirrors tho divine
fatherhood ; but it is only a picture com-
pressed into minutest size. and with only
dim broken reflection of a glorious love
which ig infinite in its length and breadth
and height and depth.”. The Heavenly
Father’s love is infinite. His very name is
“Love.”” Ie loves with an everlasting love,

Is there anything more touching in liter-
ature than the poem written by Lord Byron
on his thirty-sixth birthday? No genius
ever more brillant than his, not often in the
history of genius any pace in evil more
swift. Thisis what it came to:

“ 'Tig time this heart should be unmoveq,
Since others it has ceased to move
Yet, though I cannct be beloved,
Still let me love.

¢ My days are in the yellow leaf,
The flowers and fruif of love are gone,—
The worm, the canker, and the gricf,
Are mine alone.

¢ The fire that in my bosom preys
Is lone as some volcanic isle
No toreh is kindled at its blaze —
A funeral pile.”

A mere flash of remorse is not enough ; a
journey must be taken ; the back must be
at once and finally turned on the far land ;
and all the shame of abandoned duties and
forsaken friends be faced. ““The course to
the unific rectitude of & manly life’’ always
appears to the sinner to be and sometimes
veally is, *“inthe face of a scorching past and
a dark future.~Cambridge Bible.

““ There is a story of a widowed mother in
the Highlands of Scotland, whose danghter,
her only child, left her home and went
away into a sinful life. The mother could
only pray for her wandering one, but she
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never ceased to plead with God for her. At
last, one dark night, at midnight, the lost
child eame home.  Creeping up to the cot-
{age door, she found it unfastened. Enter-
ing she was welcomed by her mother with
great joy.  When the greeting was over, the
girl snid, ¢ Mother, why was the door un-
fastened to-night at midnight?’ The

bring you home, and I left the door unfas-
tened, that whenever you might come in,
you might know you were welcome, and
might enter at once.’”—Miller. So God
welcomes those who turn from sin to Him-
self.

God receives and forgives a sinner who
womes back repeniing and He delights*in

mother replied, ‘Never, my child, since|the act of forgiving the repentant sinner:
wyou went away, has the cottage door been | on these points no ambiguity is left, and no

locked by day or night. I prayed God to | room for controversy.—Arnot.

4
TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS ? W
The two cuts, taken from Peloubet's Notes, and which the tdacher may show to the

scholars, give the pith of the lesson. Inthe one the prodigal is at his moment of direst
distress; but the sunlight is breaking through the dark clouds. In the other he js in his
father's arms and on his father’s bosom and
the benediction from his father’s heart is
falling like sweet music upon his ears,

The connecting link is the Golden Text :
¢TI will arise and go to my father.”

An interesting study can be made of :

I The steps downward, each one sadder
than the last.

(1) Discontent ; (2) A foolish choice; (8)
A reckless journey ; (4) Riotous living ; (5)
All spent; (6) Famine; (7) Beggary; (8)
Feeding swine.

Each step has its counterpart in the spirit-
ual sphere, which the teacher will readily
trace.

II. The steps upward, ever toward light
and joy and peace.

(1) Coming to himself; (2) Thought of
huetter things; (8) The resolve to return;
(4) Penitence of spirit ; (5) The journey father-
ward ; (6) Into the father’s arms; (7) In the
father’s home.

Again these steps may and should be
identified in the experience of those who
turn from &in unto God.

With an older class, a quick and mrefg(analysis of Question 87, Shorter Catechisn ,

will clench th t 1zh th )
)%/Qrtmons Jobr Juntors-H. t“twp pdrables had Jesus just spoken? Why had He
spoken them? What is the parable fisually called? Who is meant by the father? How

many sons? Which one represented by the scribes and Pharisees? Which by the publi-
cang and sinners?

12. What request made? By whom? Why? What was the law of inheritance?
{Deut. 21: 17.) Was the request granted ?

13, 14. What did he then do ? How are lives wasted now? What happened when he had
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spent all? How did he find himself ¢ Dosin-
ful pleasures satisfy the soul? Why not?

15, 16. What does he now do? To what
depths reduced? How were swine regarded
by the Jews? (Lev.11:7; Isa. G3: 4.)
By whom was the young man deserted?
What warning to be taken from this?

17-21. 'What the first step in his return ?
What the second? Whom did he envy?
Why? What the third step? What re-
solve made? What treatment to be asked?
What the fourth step? What did his father
do? 7What did the son say ?

2224, \What did the father say? What
four gifts bestowed? What cause for rejoic-
ing? What set forth by the feast? (vs. 7-
10.)

For Seniors—11,12. Compare the two sons.
What request made? For what reasons?

13-16. Where did the younger son go?
Why so faraway? How did he act? Did
the enjoyment last? What were four con-
sequences? What does the ¢ far country
stand for? What two messengers sent to
the prodigal ? How does God call? (Matt.

28-30.)

17-21. Give first step in his repentance.

What comparison made? What resolve?

Did he make any excuse? What did he ac-
knowledge ? How does God treat those wha
repent? (Isa. 1 :18; Isa. 55- 7.) What
was the turning point? How was the
father’s love shown? What coniession
made? Why did he not ask for a hum-
ble position? (Rom. 8: 14; Gal. 4:6;
John 15: 15.) What the result of con-
fession? (Prov.28:13; 1John1: 9.)

22-24, Why such rejoicing ? What is God’s -
message to-gi) ? St 4%"%@4“/

Bible Sim;mmus IvING—LEccl.
7:6; Prov. 23: 20; 28: 7; Rom. 13: 13;
2 Pet. 2: 18.

A Mienty Fayine—2 Kings 8: 1, 2; Jer.
14:1-6; Lam. 4: 4, 8; Ezek. 14: 13.

Swing—ZLev. 11: 7; Prov. 11: 22;
66: 3.

I Have Sinnep—Lev., 26 : 40-42 ; Job 33
7, 27, 28; Prov. 28: 13; Ps. 51: 3,4; Isa.
6:5.

Isa.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. Taking one’s ownway.
2. The prodigal’s return.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE O

Connection—Recall the ‘“lost things» of
last Jesson, Has Jesus found Mary, or Wil-
lie, or Charlie yet ?

Introduclion—Tell the story of a little run-

. e elder % % %JX)/

away lad and his I‘Ct:l rn.

We are going to hear another parable that
Jesus told. Write “A Lost Boy and How
He Came Home.”> His name was  The
Prodigal Son.”” He did
not lose his way, like the

AND

FATHER

~ vCo ‘- sheep, nor was he covered
-~ \\.s‘?' "'e/ - up with dust like the coin,
~ L~ . . .
—_——— e — but just made up his mind
- H 0 ME X~ - to leave his father’s house
77 I NS and go away inwo a far
N
country alone.
Wik ARISE (Teachers should read

¢« Probable Sons >’ by Amy
Le Feuvre, in order to geba
child’s idea of this parable.)

Lesson — Picture frames
may be drawn and marks
made within as the scencs
are described.
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No. 1. **Home.” Describe the happy
home of wealth, the loving father, the two
lads, equally loved by the father.

No. 2. “ Leaving Home.” The younger
son €ays to himself :  * I'll get my father to
give me my share of money and I'll goaway
off where I won’t have to ooey anyone and
1 can do just as I like and have a good time.
He goes to his father, (v. 13.)

No. 8.-“Away from Home.”” Whata gay
time he had!  Spending all his money in
rich food and drink and foolish company.
Then came a famine. All his money spent,
he began to be ragged and hungry. (He was
suffering for hissins.) He went to o farmer
and lived ashisservant. The farmersent him
to feed swine in his field, the very lowest
kind of work and very abominable to a Jew!
He was so starved and miserable he would
gladly have eaten the husks, the food of
the swine. No one gave him food. He
thought of his home of plenty. His father’s
servants well-fed, and happy, and he starv-
ving. He decided to return. (verses 15-19.)

BLACKBOARD REVIEW
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No. 4. “The Welcome Home.”'  Picture
the long, tircsome journey on foot and
alone. At last he secs the house. Will
the gates be shut and the door locked
against him ? e feels that is what he de-
serves. Will he have to turn away and die
in his misery? How anxious he is! Nearer
and nearer he comes ! See!l there is some-
one at the door ! Yes, it is his father. Th=
old man sees his boy coming home. What
does he do? See!l he runs to meet him,
throws his arms about him and kisses hin.
The boy confesses his sins and begs forgive-
ness.  How glad the fatheris! He calls to
the servants to bring the richest robe and a
ring and shoes and to make a grand fenst
and be merry. 'What rejoicing over the re-
turned Prodigal Son!

Practical Thoughts—There " are boys and
girls like the Prodigal Son. They do not
want to obey their Heavenly Father. Our
Heavenly Fatheris watching for us to return
to Him. How He will welcomeus! The
Golden Text should be our motto.

Z At

ILFULNESS
ANDERING
ASTE

ANT

ENITENCE
ARDON
EACE

It will be well, as we turn away from the study of this inimitable parable, to endeavor
to fix in the mind of the scholars the various steps in the downward course of this foolish

son and how he retraced his way.

Let there be printed on the board in capitals Tine WAYWARD PRODIGAY.

It is he that

isdescribed in the lesson. A few touches as to appearance, clothing, or of & well-to-do

young man in the East would not be amiss.

Then blct out every thing but the initial letters W and P, and ask the scholar to mark
with you the various steps by which he went so low and by which he came back again.

They will readily indicate them.

The sweet hymn, 189, Book of Praise, may fitly serve

to close the lesson ; or for the little ones, Hymn 587,
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THE BOOK PAGE

Bouks for review to be sent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraser, Editor Tracuers Mowrury, Room 87,
Confederation Life Building, I‘oronlo

The Life of Lives ¢ Further Studies in
llu\ Life of Christ.  F. W, Farrar, D.D.,
1. B.8., Dean of Canter g m Bri m
'lmonto 444 pages, with index of toptcs mnd
ot Nevipture passages.  Price $1.50.

The cight closely packed double-column pages
of the topical index reveal the richuess of this
Intest book of Dean Farrar's for the general reader,
and more especially for ministers and teachers, to
whom every item of fresh information on t e life
of our Blessed Lord should be athing to be eagerly
sought for. Twenty-six years ago Farrar's * Life
of Christ” appearcd. Its picturesqueness, the
cloquence of its neriods, and the wide sweep of its
learning, have rendered it abidingly popular, and
led to its translation into many languages. This
new volume is a furthet study of the points then
treated.  The contents of its forty-three chapters
are most varied. There are indeed few matters
mentioned in the Gospelsthatare not here touched
upon, and fresh light is thrown upon many of
them. Such chapters asthoseon * Christ’s Titles,”
* Pharisaism,” “Christ and the Sabbath,” * Re-
ligion in Palestine,”” abound in curious informa-
tion. Itis not likely that Dean Farrar's views,

for exumple, on the Atoneinent, will commend
themselves to ourreaders, but the whole tone and
temper of this study of the Christ and the things
pertaining to His kingdom, are eminently accord-
ing to the spirit of the Master.

Arabia: The Cradle of Islam. By Rev.
8. M. Zwemer, F.R.G.S., with maps and
numerous illustrations, fine dmwmgs and
phot(mmphs Fleming II Revell Company,
Poronto ; 8vo. €10

Mr. Zwmer graphically, w&s the * Holy
cities of Mccen and Medily, earl Diving
the Gulf, the “Ship of the Desert,” and the Date
culture of the Euphrates Valley. The accounts
of his travels inland are full of lively incident and
adventure, and the story of the pioneer Christian
missionarfes, Keith-Falconer, Bishop Irench, and
Kamil, the martyr Mohammedan, contain much
that is heroic and thrilling.

The Pastor’s Congrega.tlonal Record
By Rev, 8. G Carson, B A Halifax, N.S.
A. & W. MacKinlay ; 352 pages ; mu,o“s’ ()0
mm—tgrmwh T'racurns’
‘Monruny.

A book every pastor should have and use. In-
deed, it might serve & goad end if Presbyteries
should requireit to be used by all ministers, and to
be produced annually with the Session’s Records
for :xamination,

., 0, .0 -
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The Best Books

E have constantly on hand a large colection of books suit-
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ROS able for Sabbath School libraries and. prizes and are contin- e
o8 ually adding to our stock. Our aim is to furnish books 3,
&, that are pure, wholesome, entertaining and at the same time >°<
e Christian in teaching. We hav. on hand probably the best &,
. selection of such books to be found in Canada. 5.
pOS ‘The benefit of a good libraty in connection with the Sabbath X‘
o% School cannot be over-estimated. It helps to increase the atten- X
>%. dance, promotes regularity and furnishes good literature in the X
o homes of the children. Good books exert a silent influence in X
X building up character. e
&, When: yous wish to replenish your library send for our cata- .)’(.
. logue and terms. We offer every facility to enable you to make X'
&5, a good selection, 'X'
':‘ UPPER CANADA TRACT SOCIETY )5
oxe 102 Yonge Street, Toronto. .x.
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DEAN FARRAR'S NEW WORK

Cive Life of Lives

Further Studies in the Life of Christ

[October, 10

Cloth , . 444 pages . . Price $1.59, postpaid

OR twenty-six years Farrar's “Life of Christ”’ has been before the publie, and has
enjoyed a widely popular sale. It has been translated into many languages, and
has been circulated throughout the whole world. It is, therefore, with no small

pleasure we annouunce the publication in & Canadian edition of & work supplementary to
the “Life of Christ,” dealing not so much with the incidents of that matchless life :
with subjeets of high importance which the Gospels suggest, and designed to deepen the
faith and brighten the hope in Christ of all who read it.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, PUBLISHER

29-33 Richmond St. W., Toronto

It provides for the record of » congregation of
250 families for five years, without the necessity
of recounting the names from year to year, and
would serve equally well for one-half as large o
congregation for twice as long. It is furnished
with au alphabetical thumb-index for names of
families, an index to districts, pages for names of
ofticers, with date of ordination or appointment
aml number of district, lists of single persons not
connected with families, with ample space for re-
cording names of the sick and dates when visited,
Laptisms, admissions to full communion, mar-
ringesand deaths. The arrangement isadmirable,
the paper good, the binding clegant, and the size
of the book very convenient, 53 by 8)4 inches,
and &g in. thick.

LonQon to Ladysmith vie Pretoria.

By Winston Spencer Charchill, author of

“The River War,” ete. The Copp, Clark

Co., Foronto. 4496 pages, with maps; price, [

paper, 75¢.; cloth, $1.25.
From Capetown to Ladysmith. By G.
W. Steevens, author of  With Kitchener

to Khartoum.”  Same publishers, 180 pages,
with map. Price, paper, 75 cloth, $1.25.
These two Khaki books have had a great
“run®, and the run continues, for both are by

remarkable writers, who were eve-witnesses of
stirring scenes of present intesest.

Poor Steevens, indeed, **is naot," for death, slow
death by fever, overtook him belore the siege of
Ladysmith was raised, but his description re
mains as the most vivid which the war has pro-
duced oris likely to produce. What can exceel
this, for example, for lurid picturcsqueness ? The
sombardment is proceeding.

“Then the tearing scream . horror! it was
from Bulwan.

*Agnin the anunihilating flash, and not ten
yards away. A rouf gaped and a house leaped o
pieces. A black reeled over, then terror plucked
him up again, and sent him running.

“ You come out of the dust and stench of the
melinite, not knowing where you were, searcely
knowing whether you were hit—only knowing
that the next wesrushing onits way. No cyes
tosee i, no limbs to escape. no bulwark to pro-
teet, no army to avenge. You squirm Letween
their fingers. Nothing to do but endure, *

It scems likely that to Winston Churchill will
fall the houor of the final and complete history of
the South African war. Meanwhile, this story of
his personal expericnces—and they were spfli-
ciently varied, on shipboard, at the Cape, on the
armored train, capture by the Boers, imprison-
meut, eseape, the relief of Ladysmith—isgivenas a
foretaste of what we may look for. The account
is eminently fair to foe as well as friend, and is ag
readable as & romaunce.
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Oxford Bible for Teachers

Paper ' n)rinting Helps Fllustrations -

) : IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS .

¢ Since 1880 the ¢ Oxford’ Teacherst Bible has been acknowledged the greatest book

marvel of modern times.  The publizhers luve just brought out an edition with revised

lLelps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others,”
-l

—Snduy Sehool Magaziae,
The Paper

“The India paper, in which we believe this Company leads the world, hasmade a revolution in the
art of printing.'—The Living Church.

A marvel of paper making.—The Lowlon Times.

*The exquisite Oxford India paper is @ perives miracle of manufacture. Though so thin, the print
never shows through, and yet the type is perectly elear and legible.”— T Sy etator,

XNo other paper has yet been made that can approach 1t for its wonderiul eapacity, great touxhness
and softness, and its agreeable tone. nor fur the ease with wnich THE PAGES CAN BE TURNED,

The Printing

‘“Its Jetterpress is remarkably clear and distinet. This is appreciated the more because IT 18 UNCOMMON
IN BIBLES. Longand cl seattention tothe print af ordinary Bibles strain the strongest eyes, but the *Oxford’
is not &u ordihary Bible in this or inany other respect."—The Christinan Nation.

“The printing is worthy of the paper aud more than this is impossible to say."—The Guardiaa.

The Melps o

The late S1r WILLIAM DawsoxN, Principal of McGill University, said : -

*“The Oxfords Helpsl bave long used with advantage, and the new edition, while retaining the reason-
able conservatisin of the old, has been greatly extendeﬁ and improved. Almost everyone of the illustra-
tons might form the sabject of a good lesson on Bible history.”

Rev. F, N. PELOUBET, D.D,, author of Peloubet’s Noteson the international Lessons, says, Jan, 14,1899 :

*1 have been compnrmf the two editions of the * Oxford ' Helps, your new one with mine dated 1»¢3.
Your appendix, and especially the new plates, and more especially the descriptions of them, which are 3 -
wholly new feature add greatly to the value of these ‘ Helps.” 1 shall refer to them as often as I can in
ny Notes on the Lessons.”

The Christian Advocatr; Nashville, Tenn., says : .

“The * Helps' are renl helps. Unlike those in many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown
togetherin hodgepodge fashion, but represent the jreshest and ablest work of the fureggostmodern scholars.”

The Interior, Chicago, 1., says @ 5

*“+ Helps® prepared jor this work by the most eminent Biblical scholars of the day and revised up to
the latest possible date, to keepin touch with the last discoveries of science, the last lights of interpreta-
ticn, This edition has reachéd in former issues a sale of over two willion copies, and it iy safc to say that
nothing offers cven fair competition with it in general favor.” .

The “Toronto Globe says: - N 3 3 n

“The most instructive and exhaustive compendium of every kind of information essential te

Bitle study,”

The Fllustrations

The Sunday School Timee, Philadelphia, says, referring to the illustrations : R
“In this department, this Bible is.probably Jur superior 10 any other of those commonly called
Teachers' Bibles. Probably there does not exist anuther équally compact collection of the kind."”

~The Montreal Witness: | . . X
“The plates are aspecially attractive feature. No more suitable present can be made to teacher or

scholar, Bible student or triend.” _ )
AllD inatlons inr ding the Oxford Bible for Teachers.
La-Upwards of 2,000,000 coples of former editions have been sold.

LONDOXN : HEXRY FROVWDE
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHQUSE, AMEN CORNER, E.C,
NEW YORK: 01 AND 43 FIFTH AVE,
And sold by all booksellers throughout the Dominion.
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