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Every Tuesday, at 3 p.m., at 99 Howard St. A hearty invitation is extended to all to attend
this meeting. Friends are free to come late or leave early when they are not able to remain
during the whole service, which usually continues for two hours. Strangers in the city will
easily find the place by taking any Sherbourne St. car as far as Howard St. and a very little
enquiry at that point will suffice to find it.
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east corner of Elm and Terauley Streets. Parties leaving the Yonge .Street cars at Elm
Street, by walking one block west, will find the building on the first corner on the north
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Otterville, at the residence of H. Titus, every Monday, at § p.m.

Hagersville, at the residence of Erastus Hagar, every Saturday, at 8 p.m.

Galt, at the residence of J. K. Cranston, 24 Oak Street, Sunday, 3 p.m.

Londo‘n, every Sabbath, at the residence of Bro. Couke, 243 Wellington S . at 2.30 o’clock p.in
Hamilton, at the residence of Miss Fitzpatrick, 44 Gore Street, every F riday, at 8 o’clock p.m.

Linwood, in Band Room, rear of the Methodist Church, every Saturday, at 7.30 p.m. Leader
Bro. Kennedy.

Marlzdale, every Sabbath, at 10 am., and every Tuesday, at 8 p.m.,, at the residence of H
. Harris. :

Cross Hill, every Friday evening, at the residence of William Petch.

Bothwell, at the residence of Mrs. Kerr, Tuesday, 3 p.m.

Hawtrey, every alternate Sunday evening.

Evanston, IlI,, at 19 Chicago Ave., every Tuesday at 8 p.m.

Chicago, 1ll, at 361 Sixty Third Street, every Thursday, at 8 p.m. .

THE SO-CALLED «“GALT HERESY CASE.”

THIS book, containing a full account of the trial of. the Galt friends, with two remarkable
letters written by an independent onlooker can be had by applying to J. K. CRANSTON, Galt,
Ont. The original price, 25 cents, has now been reduced to 10 CENTS PER COPY, or $1.00
per dozen. Reader, can you not accomplish something in this Revival by distributing some

of them? .
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® T2 OW do the rivulets find their way?
We4; How do the flowers know the day
wd wl And open their cups to catch the ray ?

I see the germ to the sunlight reach,
And the nestlings know the old bird’s speech;
1 do not see who is there to teach.

[ see the hare from danger hide,
Andthe stars through the trackless spaces ride,
I do not see they have a guide,

He is eyes for all, who is eyes for the mole;

All motion goes to the rightful goal,

O God ! [ can trust for the human soul.
—Ames.

THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST.

I T scems to us that the time has come to

write somewhat exhaustively on this
subject from the standpoint of the tecaching
of the Association. We do so with the
full expectation that our writings will be a
disappointment to many, both in the As-
sociation and out of it.

It is extremely difficult to place others
on the standpoint whence we look at the
question, nay, it is impossible as far as we
are congerned, and, as from any other point
of observation, our writings cannot be un-
derstood, hence the obvious reason of this
disappointment. )

This point of observation is divine gurd-
ance as taught by the Association, to wit,
that the Holy Spirit is the one and only
direct, ultimate tcacher of the true follower
of Jesus Christ. Thercfore it is that all
true knowledge of, or concerning Jesus
Christ, must be directly from the Holy
Ghost as a personal revelation.

Many persons hastily accept thisas true,
but show the imperfect nature of their be-
lief in the truth of it so soon as some of
the legitimate deduction$ from their pro-
fessed belief face them in practical form.

What are’ the necessary deductions
from this basal truth of the Association

with reference to this subject in hand ?
Manifestly that the whole subject of the
divinity of Cheist Jesus, including all its de-
tails is not a e/ question. That is, it is
onc on which we may differ widely and
yet be His true followers.

The only fact which can possibly vitiate
the foregoing statement must be, in the
nature of things, that Jesus Christ Himself
distinctly and clearly put some limitations
on the Holy Spirit concerning this
thing. But as he did not, therefore this
proposition must be absolutely trueit Jesus
taught that the Holy Ghost was to be our
only teacher and guide into all truth.

Not only did Jesus put no limitations ug-
on the Spirit in this direction, but it so
happens that He directed special attention
to the work of the Spirit concerning this
very thing: “In that day ye shall know
that I am in the Father.” Nothing is
clearer than that this deliverance implied
that we cau only understand His relation
to the Father through the Holy Spirit.

It is true that this simple statement of
theworld’s Redeemer hasbeen loaded down
with a mass of theological theories which
has rendered it obscure and still impedes
the truth-searcher in examining the claims
of the Spirit as our only guide. For
example, it is implied by all Trinitarians,
now-a-days, that #wir definitions and
dogmas concerning the divinity of Christ
arc absolutely true, so true that it is a
deadly heresy to doubt or question
them, and therefore that when Christians
arc taught of the Spirit, then He, the
Holy Ghost, will confirm to them these
theological dogmas, and so they will sim-
ply, by this means, become 1.10re establish-
ed in the truth—their truth. Woe to the
party who dares to say that the Holy
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Ghost teachcs hxm drffcrcntly At once
such an one is pronounced on asled of the
devil.

In the days of Christ religionists made
merchandise of men, but the modern
religionists are more daring, for they at-
tempt to make the Holy One their servant
through whom they mount upon the suger-
stitions of men and women to place and
power.

But the question is put forward here,
how can one learn of the Holy Spirit as
the only teacher excepting through faith in
Christ as divine after the pattern of modern
teaching? Our own personal teaching
and experience are brought forward to
strengthen this thought. We reply that
the manner of one’s gaining knowledge
concerning the Holy Spirit, as guide su.
preme, has not necessarily anything to
do with the results of that knowledge.
Arriving at this practical knowledge as a
Trinitarian, Unitarian or Universalist, for
example, need not, toany appreciable ex-
tent, hinder all the blessed experiences of
the knowledge and acceptance of the
Spirit as supreme teacher being realized.
Whatever would be best in each individual
case would be the certain outcome of
walking in the Spirit.

But if it is true that Jesusis divine after
the teaching of the extremist doctrine of
Trinitarianism, would not every one who
accepts the Spirit as supreme teacher know
this fact, yea, be established therein? Not
necessarily, unless there is some authorita-
tive revelation which makes such presumed
truth essential to salvation. And as there
isno such authoritative utterance the ques-
tion cannot be answered authoritatively.
No one has the Heaven given right to
dogmatize in any direction concerning the
matter.

From all of which it is evident that, to
one who accepts the Foly Spirit as abso-
lute guide, all questions concerning this
subject must be dismissed as non-essential.
Granted the truth of this one fact, viz., the
Holy Spirit as our one and only guide,

then it \vould not ceasc to bc a fact if one
should believe that Jesus, from the cradle
to the grave, was consciously engaged
with the Father in regulating the Universe.
Nor would this central truth be necessarily
destroyed thouga one in his study of Christ
should come to the conclusion that in all re-
spects Hewas, fromcradle tograve, an ordin-
ary man, the only difference between Him
and His co-temporaries being that Healone
amongst them walked in the Spirit in the
absolute sense, and the only difference be-
tween him and those who, since Pentecost,
walked in the Spirit,was His being first
amongst many brethren. Thatis, the only
essential fact in Christianity is the walk in
the Spirit.

WHAT OF DIVINITY THEORIES.

WE maintain that no one can truth-

fulily discount the spiritual walk of
another because «aid party holdstenaciously
any one of these theories astrue. Whatifhe
proves to himself to a demonstration that
Jesus was consciously Almighty, having
no beginning and no end, and that there
was no break in his conscious knowledge
thereof even when he walked this earth as
man, would such a result of theological
investigation necessarily change for him
the glorious fact of Pentecost? We trow
not. Nay, if the Father Himself had
taken any conceivable or inconceivable
shape and called the attention of man to
the Spirit’s dispensation and its glorious
possibilities to us as individuals, still would
this blissful fact of facts be ours.

Had one of the medizval Alchemists
learned the secret of how to change the
baser metals into gold, to him it would
have been a non-essential as to how he
learned it, whether through dreams, ex-
perments or accident. The fact of hav-
ing learned the secret would have been to
him the only essential truth concerning the
whole matter. So of us who have discover-
ed the mystery hid and then hid again in
the ages. So we can study the divinity
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side of this question with restful nerves
and complacency of spirit.

Bro. Truax, in his recent articles, has
shown how utterly useless to us would be
the life of Christ as an example if the least
trace of the divine entered into the make
up of Jesus provided He should have been
made conscious of it after some manner
unknown to us.

Bur then one asks, :ould we not get on
without the example of Christ? Certainly,
we reply, at least that is our opinion.
Could Jesus not have imparted, we ask,
thesecrets of Pentecost to His disciples and
then let them beourexamples? To some
minds, it is true, the legitimate results of
such teaching concerning Christ would be
astring of absurdities.  But what of that?
To other minds, constituted somewhat dit-
ferently, these absurdities might not ap-
pear. .

Hence it must be evident to all that he
who has arrived at the conclusion that any
or all the modern theories or definitions of
the divinity of Christ are not proved, and
at the same time would teach this, his con-
clusion as essential truth, in that fact he
would make evident to all that he himself
did not illustrate the walk in the Spirit.

Apply this general truth to particular
individuals and its value will at once be
apprechended. Two writers in the pages
of the EXPOSITOR have taken epparently
widely different positions on the question.
One brings to the fore the : vraanity of
Christ and -pours a very hail of questions,
in logical sequence, on those holding the or-

dinary orthodox notions concerning His

divinity.

Now, granted that this writer walks in
the Spirit after the pattern of the teaching
of the Association, then it follows as a
certainty that he cannot discount the pro-
fessed walk in the Spirit of the other
writer, one iota, because of his different
conclusions concerning the same subject.
Nay, if he even should teach that these so
called orthodox views concerning the
divinity of Christ must necessarily hamper

or impede his walk in the Spirit, this conten-
tion on the part of the first writer alluded to,
cannot but discount his own professed
spiritual walk. The very right he demands
toinvestigate fully and independently, tobe
a proper demand includes the right of
the other to arrive at conclusions entirely
different from his own, without in the
slightest degree interfering with his per-
sonal walk with God.

But the converse of this proposition is
also true, viz., that the latter writer in es-
tablishing to his satisfaction his theory or
definition of the divinity of Christ, how-
ever it may differ from that of the first
writer, cannot, as one of the results of his
investigations, discount the professed walk
in the Spirit of the other because of differ-
ing conclusions on this question, without
in that act proving to all onlookers that he
himself fails to exemplify the true walk in
the Spirit. Nay, if he, too, even teaches
that the other would succeed better in his
spiritual walk by adopting his, the latter’s
views on the divinity question, even this
thought entertained by him would dis-
count his own professed experience in the
minds of all.

Behold then how harmless the fact of
different writers in the EXPOSITOR arriving
at different conclusions on the divinity
question whilst at the same time both pro-
fess to walk in the Spirit!

But possibly neither of these writers, or
only one of them really walks in the Spirit.
What then? Why, if these, their w-tings,
shall help in any way to make the truth
come out as it exists cuncerning them-
selves, then will the EXPOSITOR, in pub-
lishing the writings of both, prove the friend
of all. Muci. moreif both make good their
claims concerning the spiritual walk will
the good of all be conserved.

We are aware that many are looking
for our personal views on the subject in
hand, hoping for some dogmatic pronunci-
amentos, as if that would tend to calm the
stormy waters of controversy. ~ Such we
trust will ever look in vain for such foolish
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act onour part. For the very fact that
such desire has place in their minds is proof
to us, as it ought to be to them, that after
all they are hero worshippers, and have not
learned to worship God in spirit and in
truth, These are the parties we would
rather do what we may to keep unsettled,
until they find their settlement in God
alone.

The personal views of Bro’s Woodsworth,
Dickenson, Sherlock or Truax on the ques-
tion of the divinity of Christ do not weigh
one hair in our estimate of their spirituality.
Certainly we do dogmatize on the fact that
if they do not share this thought with us
that then their spivituality may well be
called in question. Moreover we hesitate
not to say that the fact of such a lack on
their part, if it exists, will not be long in
declaring itself to every member of the
Association who is spiritual. Not that it
shall declare itself in some subtle form
that only the spiritual can discover it, but
also in such form as will make it manifest
to all when viewed from the standpoint of
comimon honesty.

When discussing the subject of the
atonement we gavc forth the only, to us,
thinkable way to make the modern defini-
tions concerning Christ’s divinity harmon-
ize with his life as a genuine, healthy cx-
ample for us all. This was, that whatever
knowledge He obtained concerning His
divinity mwust have come to him as a dis-
tinct, personal revelation, after precisely
the same pattern that the prophets before
Him received their revelations and His
followers after Him receive our revelations.
This thought is in harmony with any con-
ceivable definition of divinity, as far as
poweror equality with the Father is concemn-
ed, provided always that He, Jesus, was shut
up absolutely to the walk in the Spirit just
as we are.

But this restriction on His part we
maintain is particularly taught by Himself
where He declares that He always did the
will of the Father. Do we stand or fall
by any particular definition of His divinity

at this point? We certainly do nox, for
the best of all reasons, to wit, ignorance.
And yet we claim to be afollower of Jesus
Christ in the complete sense of the ex-
pression.  Should we now be placed side
by side with Peter anid John in their fol-
lowing of Him in the days of His flesh,
we would yicld oursclves up absolutely to
be guided and taught by Him just as we
do now to be taught by the Holy Ghost.
There is no rescrve in our consecration to
Christ, and this loyalty to Him we show
by our obediznce to the Holy Ghost to
whom He has committed us in His Gospel,
nor can we imagine this our attitude to.
Him being changed in the slightest degree
by the establishment or destruction, on
paper or in thc brain of man, of any of
the many definitions of His divinity which
now abound.

WHAT OF HIS HUMANITY.

@}N this part of the subject but little

7 need be said, seeing that allare, in
creed atleast, agreed that He was really and
truly a man. Of course there are differing
shades of meaning given to the thought by
differing theologians, but thus fa: no one
has raised the heresy cry against any for
being. extreme in teaching the fact of the
perfect humanity of the founder of Chris-
tianity.

However, even this side of the subject
could ecasily be pursued far enough to
raise_the cry of.alarm did we deem it neces-
sary. For cxample, would it entirely
destroy His example for usif, before he
was baptized of John in Jordan and there-
fore before the Holy Ghost came upon
I{im, He had entertained doubts as to His
Messiahiship, and then learned obedience
to the heavenly call by the things which
he suffered because of these doubts or even
possibly acts of disobedience. For we
remark that doubt and disobedience are
classed alike in the Bible. And we might
further ask, How could He leara obedi-
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ence through suffering if never doubting
or disobedient ? This Bible statement is
utterly beyond our ccmprehension unless
interpretated by the above thought.

As the child learns to dread the fire
through the suffering caused by disobedi-
ence to the laws of mother, so we lecarn
obedience to God by the suffering caused
by disobedience to the voice divine. Did
Christ thus learn obedience to the voice of
the Spirit 7 Who can dogmatize in his
answer, and at the same time give a proper
reason for such dogmatism ?

Butis it right, one may ask, to thus
throw out a suggestion on such a serious
subject, serious because of the traditional
teaching of past ages ? Our reply is, that
he who walks in the Spirit isforever eman-
cipated from the thraldom of tradition
and superstition, and dreads not to ask any
questions, yes, and cxamine into it
without the awe and agitation of the
superstitious.

Now, whilst we have no answer to these
questions, founded on known facts. never-
theless, we hesitate not to say that there
is no compelling necessity upon us to an-
swer in the negative. Evenif Jesusarrived
at perfect obedience to the Holy Ghost
after many a failure, His character would
not thereby be in the slightest degree
marred, nor His cxample impaired. Even
such a question as this must be looked on
as a non-essential, and treated as such by
all the spiritual in our examination thereof,
else will we suffer ourselves to come under
bondage to some other law than that
of the Spirit.

The great fact of all facts in the life of
Christ is that during the last three years
thereof he walked univterruptecly in the
Spirit, i.e, He always during that time
did the will of the Father, and hence
could throw out the public challenge,
which of you convicteth me of sin ?

Granted this is true, then He is an ex-
ample of the possibility of a man doing

the will of God perfectly, by the year.
From our standpoint it would but enhance

the value of this example if it was the out-
come, in part at least, of legitimate suffer-
ing through previous failures. ITowever,
we press not this view of the subject, for
obvious rcasons, especially sccing it is
speculation concerning the historically un-
known and unknowable.

We arc perfectly aware that cven ven-
turing thus far may give a shuddering
feeling to some who fondly hoped that
they were established in the walk ir the
Spirit, whilst in outsiders it will act as did
the profanation of the Holy Land by the
Saracens, on the crusaders of olden times
~—they will feel like rushing to the defence
of their sacred things with sword and
torch.

However we shelter ourself under the
free liberty our master gave to Thomas to
handle with all needful familiarity and
see for oursel{ concerning all thesc matters,
being assured that, like as with the prince
of doubters of old, familiarity with Christ's
life and person, in place of bieeding con-
tempt, ever prompts the exclamation,
“ My Lord and My God.”

To us Christ, as a man, is all attractive,
and His example is of inestimablc value.
We narrowly scan His life, in His obedient
walk in the Spirit, as if looking upon our
other self, our elder brother, and our ad-
miration grows as we lcarn more and more
of its perfect symmetry both as a whole
and in its various details. But it would
cease to have this charm to us if there en-
tered into His conflict with doubt concern-
ing the calls of God any other clement
than that with which we are familiar by
actual experience. Hence as we learn
that He was tempted in all respects ex-
actly like ourself, we not only love Him
with the full power of our being, but also
honor Him as the procuring cause of our
ability to thus walk even as He walked.
He lived and died for us. Through ITim
we have all the blessings of the New
Covenant,
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WHAT ABOUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
o S IIIS too, we have proved to be, as

‘,:L a subject for creed belief, non-esscn-
tial. But is there not a dogmatic utterance
concerning this matter in the creeds of all
Protestant churches, including the Mectho-
dist ? Certamly therc is. Then is it not
necessary for a member of any of these
churches to give his unqualificd assent to
this dogmatic statement of creed if he hon-
estly remains in said church ?

This is a bigger question than the asker,
mayhap, imagines. No leading church to-
day ecxpects a blind, thoughtless sub-
scription to every part of its creed. Just
now the various heresy trials in the
churches emphasize the fact of differ-
ing views on some parts of their
creeds, not only by refusing to anathema-
tize some who diffcr, but by the fact also
that where some are condemned for this
difterence it is by no means by a unani-
mous vote. Now if differing views on
these parts of the crced were not to
a cefain extent winked at, then those
who compose the minority vote at such
trials would be dealt with.

In our own church when the late Dr.
Ryerson strove to change its creed concern-
ing class meetings as a test of membership
he failed to get a majority vote. But no
one hinted that he and the minority at his
sack should step down and out because
they were not slavishly loyal to that part
of their churches creed, so to-day many
are considered to be in harmony with
Methodism who yet are well known to
be disloyal to this one of its creed forms.,

Again, no one part of the creed of
Methodism was more emphasized by
Wesley and his earlier successors than the.
doctrine of holiness as taught by himself.
And yet, to-day, the fact that very many,
not only amongst the membership but
even of the ministry either ignore this
doctrine or teach at complete variance
with it, is fully known to all who care to

turn their attention to the matter.

Hener it would not follow that a dis
position to re-cxamine into the dogmatic
teaching concerning the birth of jesus and
hesitancy to accept a traditionary founda-
tion for this teacliing as sufficient, might not
appear to some as a sufficient cause for
severiug their connection with the denom-
ination, at all events until the matter should
be proncunced upon with all due for-
mality.

But why look into the subject at all ?
Why rot let sleeping dogs lie? We
answer, because this subject amongst
others is used in the interest of
Antinomianism. God hath called us to be
preachers of righteousness, and hence
whatever makes for, or condones, unright-
cousness we arc called on to examine
minutely and publicly for the good of all.

Whilst no deliverance concerning the
birth of Jesus militates necessarily against
rightcousness, and whilst it is true that
we may not dogmatize to any who pro-
fess to walk in the Spirit as to what their-
belief should be concerning this subject,
still it is a fact that the dogma of the im-
maculate conception is used largely in the
interest of those who wish to condone sin,
and cven teach that sin is acceptable” to
God, and therefore may be caressed and
dandled on the lap of His saints.

It is by the aid of this dogma that we
are taught that 1-¢ must sin in thought,
word and deed continually, in some
churches, and in others thatit is impossible
so to live and please God as not to be
under the necessity of making constant
confession of sin to Him.

The teachings of Christ calls on us - to
do the will of God as it is done in Heaven,
or as Jesus did it upon earth, but this
teaching declares all this to be impossible,
and tries thereby to mullify and destroy
the teaching of Christ Jesus. This we
give as our ample excuse for opening this
subject and dwelling upon it even exhaus-
tively. ;
But is the doctrine of the 1mmaculate
conception true or false, onz asks? Now
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to these questions we do not ﬁnd it neces-
sary to give a decided yes or no answer.
For, we remark, we do not dcem it ncces-
sary to have positive views concerning the
matter ourself, or | ess them upon others.
But we do propos: to examine both sides
of the question to sce if the foundation of
this deliverance is so solid that it ought to
be trusted to hold up safely the mighty
structure which has. been built with its aid.

Upon what then does its truthfulness as
a doctrine rest? Let us minutely ex-
amine, believing that he who would put
the slightest obstacle in the way of such
lionest and truth loving examination
must be in that act simply prompted by
superstition or bigotry, or both.

Instinctively we turn to the Bible for
proof. And we find all the proof known
in the first parts of the two gospels,
Matthew and Luke. In these two places
it is distinctly and clearly stated as true
to facts. Now, granted the absolute truth-
fulness of every word or even every para-
graph in the New Testament Scriptures,
and the proof must be satisfactory toall.

But upon what does the truthfulness
of these beginnings of the two gospels
depend ? Thisis a question which few
will face long enough to investigate. A
very superficial' glance at these two pro-
ductions will separate the parts whilii tell
of the life of Christ before His baptism
from those parts which refer to his life
then and afterwards.

In the case of Matthew, admitting the
truthfulness of the tradition which makes
Lim the author of the whole gospel, still it
is evident that, whilst in the bulk of his
gosoel, he tells what he saw and knew by
personal contact with Christ, concerning
the other part he necessarily tells what he
heard from others. That there is an im-
portant- distinction to Le noted here all
must admit. Hence we maintain on the
strength of this fact, that proving the un-
reliabitity of the first part would not neces-
sarily discount the rest.

In a recent article we referred to

the h'story of the wars of (_cwsar in Gaulas
written by himself, and showed that what
he wrote about the animals of Germany,
from hear say, does not make incorrect
what he wrotc as an cye witness. It so
happens that some of his hearsay storics
are not truc to facts. But then it is also
true that what he wrote as the outcome
of personal observation is, in the main,
true to facts. The same criticisrn, if ap-
plied to Matthew, may have a similar re-
sult, viz., discredit the hearsay story and
establish that which was known to him
from personal observation.

And the same may be said concerning
Luke’s gospel. However, with respect to
this latter historian, we draw attention to
the fact that the hearsay part and that
which he had much grcater opportunity
to verify are separated very distinctly the
one from the other. In fact, it will be
noticed that there are tiwo distinct com-
mencements to his gospel, a fact which
might easily awaken the suspicion that he
was not the writer of both paits. Moreover,
in this connection, we would also draw at-
tention to his reference in the books of
the Acts, to this, his Gospel. His words
are ‘““ The former treatise have I made
O Theophilis concerning all that Jesus
began both to do and teach, until the day
in which he was rcceived up.” This re-
ference certainly better characterizes his
Gospel from the second beginning, than
the whole as it now stands, and tends
to strengthen the suspicion, that, like the
fast paragraph of Meark's Gospel, it is an
interpolation.

Again, both Matthew and Luke, in
the possibly apocryphal parts, are made
to trace the genealogy of Jesus to
Joseph, the husband of Mary, and yet at
the same time declare that Jesus was not
the son of Joseph.

As an offset to this, however, it is assert.
ed by some that one genealogyis made
to include Mary and the other Joseph.
But, even granted this, nevertheless, one
may well criticise the manner by which it
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is done, and after all there remains the
fact that neither evangelist alludes to
Mary in this connection but both allude
to Joseph and to him alone as connecting
Jesus with this gencalogic.d tree. Ought
not, we suggest; such a fact to weaken
somewhat the credibility of the whole
account ?

But it is replied that the doctrine of in-
spiration settlesthe whole matter. These
two historians of the birth of Jesus it is
affirmed, wrote the accounts as they were
given them from the mouth of God, and
therefore they must be true to facts, that
is, perfectly true in all their details.

This demand on the part of Christendom
makes it necessay to examine into the
foundation of this dogina of inspiration in
connection with this subject. As we have
written lengthily on the inspiration question
in a former number of the EXPOSITOR
we will only 1hention the arguments as
they apply to the case in hand. Neither
Matthew nor Luke claim such origin of
their knowledge. Jesus made no state-
ment concerning it. None of the carly
Christians looked upon these writings after
this thought. Hence it must be evident
to all that this claim of their having re-
ceived their knowledge of the facts, or pre-
sumed facts, which they relate directly
from God, rests entirely on a tradition
whicl: originated after their death.

We do not say that these facts make
the inspiration thought in this connection
absolutely impossible, but we do say
that it excuses somewhat those who refuse
to give it their unqualified endorsation.
Besides, Luke was not even one of the
twelve apostles, and therefore there is not
the slightest evidence that he was any
more inspired to write his Gospel, than was
Luther or Wesley to publish their writings,
save only in the tradition which started
after Luke’s death and has grown in
strength during the cenruries intervening
between us and him.

Again, note well the fact that as Jesusis
no where reported as having claimed an

exceptional nature by birth, 1o does not,
either directly or indirectly, even allide to
this dogma. And the same must be said
of all the after writing of the New Testa-
ment. Not the slightest allusion to this
subject can any where be found. And in
this connection note the fact that John,
according to his own testimony, had the
care of Mary the mother of Jesus from the
time of the crucifixion to her death.. And,
moreover, as it is allowed by all critics of
his Gospel that his main object was to
establish the divinity of Jesus Christ, is it
not passing strange that he of all others
should pass by this powerful argument, if
he was aware of its truthfulness. It was
1o small matter that John should utterly
ignore the whole subject, in all his writings,
when he had the best possible of -ortunity
for knowing all about it, and in addition
had the most urgent nced of utilizing
publicly this knowledge, if really possessed.

Such then are the arguments, on both
sides, concerning the birth of Jesus.

On the one side are the two circum-
stantially detailed accounts of the two
evangelists, Matthew and Luke, backed by
the doctrine of inspiration. Itis true that
some bring in an expression in one of
the prophets'as having a bearing on the
question, but it will scarcely be used by any
who cit down to real investigation.

On the other side are: The hearsay
character of the évidence on which the
account must have been given ; the con-
tradictory nature of the story as evidenced
by both tracing the genealogy of Joseph
in place of that of Mary; the double be-
ginning of Luke’s Gospel ; his statement
in the Acts that His Gospel began at the
public ministry of Christ ; the fact that
Jobn who had the best means of know
ing all about the matter, and had the
strongest inducement for referring to it,
says nothing about it ; Christ is no where
reported as alluding to the subject ; and,
finally, that it is not mentioncd in_any
other part of the New Testament Scrip-
ture.



Now, as we said in the commencement
of this article, it is not our purpose to
pronounce oracularly upon these proofs
as to which are conclusive. Our work is
done when we show conclusively that the
question  has these two sides, zad that
therefore no onc is justified in pronounc-
ing on his brother for taking one side or
the other.

Christ proclaimed his Gospel without
incorporating this doctrine of the immacu-
late conception in it as a necessary part,
and his immediate followers built up the
structure without the shyghtest aillusion to
the subject, therefore, we contend that,
whether true to facts or not, it is no
essential part of Christianity, Christ and
His apostles being witnesses. Hence, differ-
ent persons take different sides of
the question as a harmless act, and onc
cannot anathematize the other without sin-
ning against the Spirit of the teaching of
the great founder of Christianity.

In this article we have given the facts
on both sides as we have learned then.
If there are any which have escaped our
notice, especially on the affirmative side,
we shall be happy to insert them in some
future article should we at any time learn
of them.

Now this is the very same conclusion at
which we arrived in treating of all the
burning question:s which one after another
have agitated the Association viz, that
the scriptural arguments are too weak to
founda doctrine on, especiaily one which
would tend to fetter the Holy Spirit as
Guide into all truth. And like all the
former conclusions it brings additional
proof to the perfect consistency of the
teaching of Jesus with reference to the
Holy Ghost.—Jesus did not fetter Him in
any direction,but left His in dividual follow-
ers in His, the Spirit’s hands, to be taught,
absolutely, concerning all things Thus He
gave proof to the world of his perfect con-
fidence in the Holy Ghost. And so it must
ever be with us,if we are complete imitators
of our Master,we too will leave our brother,
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without prejudice in the hands of the great
and only ultimate Teacher, by Him to be
led into all truth.

‘“THE LAND OF SETTLED QUESTIONS.”

E QUOTE an cpigrammatic ex-
pression often  used by the
Treasurer of the Association, as the head-
ing of this article. Our fricnd scems to
regard the experience wrapped up in this
sentence as that which commended itself
to him as one of the most important if not
the most import:nt result of the Pentccos-
tal life, and in this we fully sympathise
with him. To reach this lwnd of settled
questions is like escaping from the stormy
sea into a safe harbor.

Fhe preseat experience of many of the
friends and even members of the Associ-
ation can be readily utilized, in object
lesson form, to illustrate the value of this
harbor of refuge.

To find out that in spite of our fancied
security, the discussion of such a question
as the divinity of Jesus Christ causes the
anchor to drag and presently the harbor
shores torecede and be replaced by deepsea
is unpleasant in the extreme, whilst such
experience cannot but prompt the prayer,
O jor a land of scttled questions!

But can we reach such a place of habi-
tation? Does it not seem one of the ne-
cessities of our being, that ever and anon
new questions will be sprung upon us, in-
volving all the puzzling uncertainties and
perplexities of former ones? This looks
reasonable, and yet, in the face of its ap-
parent reasonableness, we hesitate not
to affirm that it is possible to get into the
land of settled, questions, and stay there.
Moreover, it is quite possible to know that
we are there to sfay, and this conscious-
ness of being settled is not to be the out-
come of dogged determination to stick to
one set of opinions and refuse to examine
any others, but is compatible with perfect
freedom to fully examine into and de-
cide concerning any and all questions
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which may meet us at any turn in life.

The law of the Spirit makes us frce
from all possible perplexity to-day, to-
morrow—for all time, and, we presume,
for all ctemity.

The story is told of the Duke of Well-
ingtcn, that when troubled by the
persistent calls of one who professed to
have invented a bullet proof coat, that he
ordered his body guard to fire with ball at
the inventor himself when clad with his
invention, but his troublesome caller soon
took himself off and so avoided this com-
mon sense test. Not so, however, the one
who has reached the land of settled ques-
tions, he hesitates not to endure any and
every legitimate test, and thus make good
his profession, and thereby glorify God.

To him the discussion of the divinity of
Christ was fraught with no more serious con-
sequences than that of electric motors. For
why? Heis a truth lover, and so it mat-
ters not to him what form truth may take,
whether old notions or new notions con-
cerning this or any other question shall
prove to be true. So long as he has learn-
ed to walk with God it matters not how
he was led into that experience, whether
by Jesus in his thought as a man, pure
and simple, or as “very God of ~.ery God,”
or whether his former viewe concerning
the matter must be changed or confirmed.
And so of all other questions which may
and will arise. What appears to him as
truth concerning them all he will continue
to accept, and what appears false he will
reject with perfect indifference as to the
consequences to all concerned.

Should he be called on to re-examine
his old beliefs concerning the resurrection,
eternal punishment, ecternal blessedness,
ciernal probation, the possible failure of
Paul or any other of the early Christians
in fully illustrating the walk in the Spirit,
or any other question which has been con-
sidered se#tled by Christendom, he will ex-
perience nosense of alarm or soul tremble
even if there be a prospect of the result of
such investigation completely changing

his views on any or all of them. Even
should his investigations inject doubt into
his mind concerning his personal immortal-
ity, still will he rest contented and scttled
in the knowledge that, at the worst, he
has secured the very best possible exis-
tence for himself.

Behold what trepidation of spirit is
manifest in those who have not reached
this land, when doubt is hinted at concern-
ing the accuracy of some part of the New
Testament Scriptures!  For at once they
realize that their hope is not in God but
in the Bible, or at all cvents in the dogma .
of the inspiration of the Bible. Therefore
it is that for them to entertain doubt
concerning any one part is to shake
the whole foundation of their soul rest.

Hence it is that at oncethey are driven
to the devices of the special pleader, and
so forsake the transparent honesty of the
genuine truth searcher, in their public acts
concerning the matter. Why? Simply
because they are defending their very
spiritual life, their only hope and trust.
To them it is a necessify to prove the
genuineness of the passage in question, be-
cause of what they believe is at stake in
the matter. Hence, all their arguments.
are to be taken with a grain of salt, and a
large one at that.

Very often their arguments and asser-
tions are chicfly the outcome of their de-
sires. They are like those of the prisoner
on his defence, or his advocate. Before
they can be accepted they should be met
by the advocate on the part of the crown,
should be dissected by the judge and
thea pronounced upon by an impartial jury.
We hesitate not to say that no one who
fancies that any one part of the New
Testament Scriptures »u¢st be established
as true to facts isor can be thoroughly
furnished for the correct examination of
those Scriptures. '

Hence, he, who takes hisstand on the
first chapters of Matthew and Luke, and
maintains, that to admit them to be apoc-
ryphal destroys Christianity, thereby rules
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himself out of the company of rcal truth
scarchers, yes,of truth lovers. Such an
one cannot possibly be led of God in his
investigations. This our contention is
fully endorsed by Jesus, for he declared
that he that loveth the truth hears His
voice, and it is not straining His words to
make them say that no other persons can
hear and so be led of God into truth.

What are the proofs which they who
take such an ultra position offer? They
are in cvery case assumptions. Not one
of them can betraced back to Christ. He
did not tell the world that His revelation
of God must stand or fall on the accuracy
of his historians,

Julius Cesar in his history of his wars
in France (then called Gallia), tells of a
species of stag which had no joints in its
legs. Its custom was to sleep leaning
against atree. The natives when they
found out their sleeping places, cut the
trees nearly through sothat the weight of
the stags would break them off and let
the animals fall to the ground. They
were then easily captured because of their
inability to rise to their feet when once
down. Now, who will throw a doubt on
the accuracy of Caesar’s history, asa whole,
because of this apocryphal part? With
just as much reason he would act who
affected to doubt the accuracy of Luke’s
account of the day of Pentecost, if the
first chapters cf his Gospel were proved to
be unreliable.

This absurd postulate is the outcome of
trying to establish some cast iron dogma
concerning the inspiration of the Bible,
and had its origin long after Pentecostal
days, when the universal dethronement of
the Holy Ghost had been accomplished.
No, each individual part of the Scriptures
must stand or fall by itself. There is,
there can be no necessary connection be-
tween their different parts. It is asle-
gitimate a matter, to-day to question the
propricty of admitting the canonicity of
the first part of Luke’s Gospel as it was
in the second century to hesitate to accept

15

the apocrypha as canomcﬂ or the book
of Hebrews as the production of St. Paul.

Hence is seen, in all allusions to these,
to most Christians, burning questions, how
desirable to be settled in our attitude to
them all. To the passenger in the vessel
at sea, it is a matter of serious consequence
how the wind blows and what tempests
are abroad, for his foundation of trust—
the ship—may be tempest tossed. Not
so, however, to the one who has landas
and is thus sheltered from the storms on
the deep. He can look on with calm in-
difference, as far as he himself is concern-
ed, although the waves be mountains high
and hurricanes sweep the sea. Blessed are
they who have reached the land of settled
questions.

CHRISTIANITY AS HERO WORSHIP.

HE sentence which we make the

heading of this article is the true
description of the Christianity of to-day.
Buddhism, Confucianism, and Moham-
medanism are but the worship of the
heroes, after which these respective
systems of religion are named. Judaism
in the days of Christ had become simply
hero worship with Moses as the hero. So,
today, Christianityv has largely become
another religion after these patterns with
Christ the hero.

Examine more closely into the subject
and this our contention will be seen to be
true to facts. Buddhism on exaraination
is Buddha deified and his precepts made
the rule of life. The same may be said of
all the others. There may be a difference
in the heroes as to the extent of their dei-
fication, but as to the acceptance of their
precepts as the rule of life, as so many
laws to be obeyed after the pattern of the
obedience to the laws of Moses exacted
by the Pharisees in the* days of Christ,
they all are similar.

Now, we ask, if we put Christ in the
place of Buddha, or Mohammed, or Con-
fucius, or Moses, will there not be a simi-

A
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larity between them all at once scen? In
modern Christianity Christ is deified at
the expense of his humanity and his pre-
cepts with the additions of those of some
of His followers, especially His more im-
mediate ones, are taught as the only rule
of life, after precisely the same manner
that the teachings of the other deified
heroes are accepted.

That this was not the intention of Christ
wih respect to his teachings we have in
all our writings undertaken to show. In-
deed, we hesitate not to say that in this
very thing it has fallen far below the sub-
lime standard He set up. There is some-
thing foundationally wrong in Christianity
as simple hero worship.

And yet even in this its comparatively
fallen state, its superiority to every other
form of hero worship is so great that every
nation which adopts it in preference to all
others is vastly improved by the change.
So that, even from this standpoint, all
missionary operations which tend to dis-
place the older hero worship by the newer
one are in the interests of humanity, and
so have our unqualified God speed.

Like as with all other forms of hero
worship, Christianity grows better as you
near its beginning, and by beginning we re-
ter to the commencement of Christianity
as hero worship; which commencement
we are inclined to place somewhere in the
second century. So also every reforma-
tion in this hero worship is best as we near
the beginnings of those reformations. We
refer to those initiated by Luther, Calvin,
Wesley, Fox, Booth and others.

JE RUST Him whe1dark clouds assail thee,
~r

Trust Him when thy strength is small;
Trust Him when to simply trust Him
Seems the hardest thing of all.

Trust Him ! He is ever faithful;
Trust Him ! for His will is best;

Trust Him; for the heart of Jesus
s the only place of rest.

Trust Him, then, through cloud and sun-
shine,
All thy cares upon Him cast;
Tilt the storm of life 1s over.
And the trusting days are past.

WAY NOTES.
W E HAVE no wonderful stories to

Y MY rclate concerning mighty gather-
ings and astonishing results as to numbers
who have professed to obtain the Pente-
costal blessing, and, moreover, we have no
apology for any who may evince disap-
poiatment because of the absence of such
sensational storics from our Hay Notes.

Indeed we had no such ideal before us
connected with our Heaven appointed
visit to this country. Our first week after
getting settled in London, England, we
devoted to writing articles for the EXPOSI-
TOR and letters to friends.

When this was accomplished the way
was opened to attend a tea meeting in
Liverpool Road chapel. We went alone,
and produced no credentials, and yet we
were received most cordially, given a free
supper, and then required to pay for it by
opening the meeting with prayer and at
the close, speaking a few sentences in
seconding one of the final resolutions or
vote of thanks. We enjoyed the meeting
right well. The speakisg was good, es-
pecially that of the chairman, who had
just come red hot from a parliamentary
debate—he is an M.P. His speech was
still further improved by some public ex-
ception taken to his sentiments by one of
the principal officers of the Sabbath school,
in whose interests the gathering was held.
The heartiness evinced by both speakers
and listeners captured us completely, and
so we abandoned ourself without let or
hindrance to the humors of the hour.

The next Friday evenihg we attended
a holiness meeting in the same church,
led by an evangelist belonging to the
church. He readily recognized us because
of our presence at the tea meeting and in-
vited us to lead it, which we did with
much comfort and profit to ourself, at
least. We visited the same meeting two
weeks later when the leader treated us
after a similar manner, notwithstanding
the fact that he had had the opportunity
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in the mcantime of reading the pamphlet
“How to keep converted.” If we
have a public convention ere returning,
we expect part of the congregation will
come from this chapel.

We also had lengthened converse with
the pastor, of a very interesting and satis-
factory nature, leading us to believe that
his interest in the subject was deep and
likely to be lasting. At his parsonage we
began the distrsibution of association liter-
ature.

One Sabbath we listened with great in-
terest and pleasure to Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes.  The following Sabbath we had
the pleasure of drinking tea with him and
many of his friends, at one of the several
homes which he has originated. At the
tea table we had the opportnnity, brought
about by himself, to give a somewhat
lengthened accourit of the work of the
association, backed, of course, by our per-
sonal experience. We also had some pri-
vate conversation with him and one of his
right hand ministers. We gave them
“How to keep converted,” offering to see
them again and bring “Divine Guidance”
if they desired it and notified us concern-
ing the time and place which would be
convenient for them. '

Now the above with a few private con-
versations and table talks, which by the
way sometimes virtually become associa-
tion meetings, are all we can apparently
show for our month’s work in England.

However we have turned our proximity
to the great, world renowned libraries to
good account, and so have spent many
hours, like a veritable book worm, deep in
the study of the writings of the great
castern sages of hoary antiquity, and we
expect that the grand reading room of
the British Museum will witness us there
many future hours.

We are wondering if the Master will
send us reinforcements, and as it was

plainly His will that we should write to
" Bro. Liascott offering to remain over June
and even part of July if he would come

and join forces for that month, we should
not be surprised if our stay here be pro-
tracted some weeks beyond our original
thought. But of this we know nothing
definitely as yet.

We have been invited to preach in one
of the city Wesleyan chapels at a future
date, and accepted, when the invitation
was repeated after we had fully explained
to the pastor that we did not rank high
among our brethren as a preacher and
that the taint of heresy was being attempt-
ed to be affized to us. This our explan-
ation, moreover, was preity well under-
stood as he had already recad “How to
keep converted.”

We are thus particular in defining fully
and frankly our status at home, lest some
of our watchful friends over the waters
should -aise the cry that we are attempt-
ing to sail under false colors.

The work we are engaged in demands
that every door of usefulness should be
thrown wide open, and by the Master
Himself. This has been our history in
the past, without exception, and we an-
ticipate no change in the future. Like
our Master, we speak openly to the people
and in secret we say nothing. Our com-
mission thus far is simply to preach the
Pentecostal Gospel by lip and pen, but
we have little or nothing to do with mak-
ing the opportunities.

In leaving home we had no care of e
churches placed upon our shoulders as to
appointing or even suggesting leaders, not
even were we required to give any exhor-
tations to the members of the Association
as to carefulness in selecting their leaders
and in being obedient to them when
found. We are certain that the whole
subject did not occupy five minutes of our
time. ‘We took it for granted that the
Holy Spirit, although both going before
and accompanying us duriag this mission,
would also remain in Canada to regulate
everything according to His good pleasure.
If He makes any mistakss coicerning
this matter, or proves Himself unequal to
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the task we would advise any and all who
have clear, unmistakable evidence of the
fact not only to falter in their loyalty to
Him, but even to refuse in the future to
be led by Him into all truth.

THE UNHOLY SPIRIT.

WHAT we may know about the
MR Devil and his relation to man is
the subject of this a:ticle.

1. He is not an abstraction or a personi-
fication of the principle of evil, but a real
personality. In the book of Job his ob-
jective personality is as distinctly assumed
as is that of Job and his friends. He
speaks intelligently, and God replies to
what he says and gives him a limited and
specific permission to afflict Job. It is
generally believed, largely on the basisofa
passage in the Apocalypse, that the serpent
that spoke to Eve in Eden, was an incar-
nation of the devil. He conversed with
Eve and God spoke words of malediction
and retribution to him.
given by Matthew and Luke of Christ’s
interview with him in the wilderness shew
him to be a real persenality.

2. He is the enemy of God, and ex-
hibits his enmity principally in the form of
enmity to man, who is made in the image
of God. When man successfully exhibits
harmony with God in his life, the devil is
likely to assail him earnestly. TIhis ex-
plains his attack on the first pair in Eden,
on Job, and on Jesus Christ.

3. His power to annoy and injure man
is bounded and limited by, God's. definite
permission. The poet who writes, “In
vain doth Satan rage his hour, beyond his
chain he cannot go,” isthoroughly correct.
To hear some religious people speak of
him and his power one would be lead to
suppose that man can never be sure of
being fully armed and defended against
his malice.

4. He is called by Jesus the prince of
this forld, and by Paul the prince of the
power of the sir. Perhapsit is by work-
ing in the air that he did the mischief in

The accounts’

the casc of Job, and somewhat got posses-
sion of so many human organizations
about the time when our Lord Jesus was
i1 this world. When the disciples that
the ILord sent out to preach and cast out
devils, came back to him and reported suc-
ccss, he said, “I beheld Satan fall as light-
ning from heaven.” . Jesus was the most
pure and spiritual of all “seers,” and when
the devil was so defdated as he was by
those disciples, he knew, although miles
away in many caszs, what had happened
in the spiritual arena. “Falling from
heaven’’ probably indicates Satan’s descent

from some place in the upper air, from
whence he issued his orders and spread his

influences, or sent forth his subordinates.

5. As an enemy of God's children, he
is to be distinguished from ‘“the world,”
and “the flesh.” For these three are not
compounded, the one with the other two
in the New Testament, as they seem often
to be in the religious thought of many.
“Theworld” considered as a force opposed
to the holiness of God'’s children, is simply
the influence of the majority of mankind
who have not accepted the Holy Ghost
so as to be brought into harmony with
God. Living in society, as we do, we
come in contact frequently with the un-
spiritual, who manifest the character that
is theirs. Reading the literature composed
by the unspiritual, surrounded by institu-
tions that are the work of unspiritual gen-
erations of men and women; we are like
men among icebergs, we need very efficient
protection from such all surrounding evil,
even if we are pure within ourselves, It
is true (hat the evil that is in the world is
the result of the primal sin in Eden, which
is generally supposed to have resulted from
the suggestion of thedevil. Yet neverthe-
less, the author and his work are not to be
confounded together, so as to attribute to
a present personal enemy, the weak and
cowardly yielding to the opinions -n:
fashions of worldly society, which in so
many cases desiroys the distinction be-
tween the church and the world, and en-
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tirely annihilates the power of the church
for good. “The flesh” represents the
cvil that exists in every unspiritual indivi-
dual, -which Robinson Crusoe, if such a
man ever existed, would have to grapple
with in bis desolate island, where there was
no human society. “The works of the
flesh are manifest” ‘“which are these,”
says Paul in Galations, and gives a list of
various forms of sin. They are mostly
coveréd by the words pride, covetousness,
malice and animal sensuality. The idolatry
in the list, which seems not to be so cover
ed, will come as the inevitable result of
that complete estrangement from the true
God which indulgence in the other vices
will produce. And asbefore, we may say
just here, thatalthough all that is evil in “the
flesh” is the consequence of Adam'’s sin,
which sin was the consequence of the sug-
gestion of the devil, yet the author and
his work are not to be confounded together.
Let us recognize the distinctions that
Christ and His apostles put before us, for
right living depends very largely, if not
altogether, on right thinking.

What is left for the devil to do now,
after you have separated him from so
much of the evil that we have to contend
with? From our survey of what is record-
ed of him, we see that his work is briefly,
but precisely, described by the title that
Jesus Christ gives him, the father of lies.
“The flesh” will pull one back and down
from the Christian race-path; “the world”
will draw one over the fence into by-path
meadow, but the devil will meet one like
Apollyon, directly filling up the whole
breadth of the pathway with his lies, that
you may die spiritually on the spot, or
turn decidedly back to join those who
“crucify their Lord and put him to an
open shame.” Or when walking through
the valley and shadow of some great
calamity, he may suggest thoughts that if
consented to become blasphemy ; thoughts
that are not sensual, nor ambitious, nor
malicious, but infidel thoughts that tend
not so much towards the consumption .of

morals as to the overthrow of that faith
in God, which is the one thing that achild
of God possesses, which the devil specially
hates. Look intenscly at the temptations
with which he assailed Jesus, and you will
sce that the ultimatc object at which he
aimed, was the destruction of Christ's con-
fildence in God. That was how he suc-
ceeded in Eden. His special work now
sceins to be the invention and propogation
of lies. Asthe Holy Ghost is the Spirit
of Truth, primarily and pre-eminently, so
the devil is the spirit of untruth pri-
marily and pre-eminently. The Holy
Ghost is the comforter of the brethren;
the devil is the acuser of the brethren,
Let slanderers of God's children consider
what family likeness is revealed in their
physiognomy.

Though the devil is not to be identified
with the flesh, yet it appears that by yield-
ing to the flesh, the door is opened through
which the devil enters. The devil put it
into the heart of Judas Iscariot to betray
Jesus, after he had given away tothe flesh
in the form of covetousness.

So also in the case of Ananias and Sap-
phira to whom Peter said: “Why hath
Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost?” Why? because covetousness
had opened the door for his entrance, and
then a terrible lic was the consequence.
There is an imimation in 1 Cor. 7, 5, that
if we go too far in asceticism we will make
room for his temptations. That accounts
for much of the wickedness developed
within the pale of the Romish Church. 2
Cor. 2, 11. shows that if the church should
not forgive as Jesus requircd and exampled
Satan would gain advantage over them,
Paul prophesies in 1 Thess. 2, 8, of “the
lawless one whose coming is according to
the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders, and all deceit of
unrighteousness.””  This characterizing cor-
responds exactly with Christ’s calling him
the father of lics.

6. From the examples of Judas, Ananias
Elymas on the one hand, showing how



320

~

THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

the devil enters the human spirit, and from
the fact that true believers are filled with
the Holy Spirit we see how he can be
kept at safe distance at all times.  James
says in his decisive way, “resist the devil
and he will flee from you”” Now the per-
son who by being filled with the Spirit is
united to the living vine, and is in Christ
and Christ in him, is so filled with him
who is the truth, that lies will not deceive
him, so filled with moral power, that he is
more than a match for all his cnemies. If
it is only by first giving way to the flesh,
that satan can get any advantage, and be-
ing filled with the Spirit, is to have the
flesh completely conquered by its antagon-
istic conquerer, where is the room for fear ?
Paul says, “walk in the Spirit and ye shall
not obey the lusts of the flesh,” and to
say that notwithstanding our union with
Christ, the devil has such access to our
spirit as that unknown to our con-
sciousness we may be under his in-
fluence, is to destroy the possibility of holi-
ness. The master said, *“The prince of
this world cometh and hath nothing in me.”’
We are His brethren sharing in and fully
participating in all his moral victories.
The Master has bruised him, we trample
on his bruisey fragments of power. The
Holy Spirit in us is omnipotent, the un-
holy spirit, who is withicut us, is only a
creature whose power is limited. So we
are 7n07¢ than conquerers!
B. SHERLOCK.

THE TRUAX “ HERESY.”

HARGES have been laid, the form

of a trial had, and a verdict of

guilty found against myself within a few
short weeks. It all seems so strange that
I scarcely know how to write even a
brief note about it to the EXPOSITOR.
Heresy! what a dread thing it has been
in the past—how it has been used as a lash,
a thumbscrew, a torturing instrument, to
force men into conformity with the mighty
(Carlyle would say 7utal) majority. How

men otherwise strong have quailed before
this threatened charge, this stigma, this
odium. And yet what a veritable bogie
it is, what a mere scarecrow, when one
dares to look it squarely in the face. When
I look at the daily press and see how
seriously they—and the public I presume
—look upon this term in thisclosing decade
of the nineteenth century, I marvel indeed,
and wonder how much longer the world is
to continue this child's play, one half its
inhabitants hurling the epithet /erefic at
the other, and the other half returning the
same epithet with interest. Amusing
truly, but also tragic in its effects, especial-
ly in the past. Happy are we that men
have no longer the power to torture and
burn, for the spirit of the legalist and
creedist is precisely the same in this day
as it was in the past. I have only this
word to say as to the merits of the case.
The Methodist church has really been on
trial in this case and it has practically decid-
ed that according to its standard it is heresy
for a man to teach that we can 4now and
do right. This is the head and front of
my offending as was brought out clearly
in the trial.  Personally the term leretic
has no more terrors for me than the term
Prince. Saturday, the closing day, of the
trial or debate, at the conference at St.
Catharines, was one of the most tranquil
and peaceful of my life. So far from be-
lieving that either suspension or expulsion
can impait my usefulness or hinder my
work, it will simply open a wider door to
a more extensive field. My call to the
ministry is just as valid without parch-
ments as with them. I am neither a hero
nor a martyr, but a very plain man witha
plain work to do, and so long as God lives
and I obey Him, neither men nor devils
can hinder that work.
- A. TruaAx.

Courtland, Ont., June, 1893.

“Those love truth best who to themselves are
true,
And what they dare to dream of, dare to do.”



THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

3”I

ONE SIDED STATEMENTS

——

The following letter was refused insertion in
the Gu »dian. Onesided statements is all they
appare itly wish their readers to see.—H.D.

To the Editor of the Guardian :—

S YOU in a leading editorial in to-

' day's Guardian use extracts from
articles written by me to condemn the
editor of the EXPOSIToR OF HOLINESS
for *‘erroneous published teaching,” per-
mit me the use of your columns tosay a few
words by way of defence.

All that I called in question in said ar-
ticles was the “irnmaculate conception” of
Christ. Are you prepared to stake your
hope ¥or kternity on the immaculate con-
ception being the pillar that both Roman
Catholic and Protestant Christianity hold
and have held it to be? Because I ques-
tion the immaculate conception must I be
read out of Christendom? Because Mr.
Burns fearlessly publishes what I have to
say regarding this matter, must his maga-
zine become a foot ball to be kicked by
denominational publishing houses at their
pleasure ?

You charge me with attacking the char-
acter of Christ and quote four extracts in
proof thereof. In the first extract our
statement summarized is thatthe divinity
of the man Christ Jesus may depend upon
the Holy Ghost “coming upon Him”

His baptism instead of, as generally beheved
at His birth.

The second extract simply emphasizes
a scriptural statement that “ As He is so
are we in this world.” In third extract
which you quote I say that “in the sense
that He did the will of the Father He was
Divine and in no other.” This is simply
reiterating my repudiation of the immacu-
late conception. And in the fourth as to
His “having no divinity that you and I
cannot possess,” I make Jesus what the
Scriptures make Him, viz., the first born
among many brethren. .In what way do
these four extractsaffect the ¢‘character of
Jesus Christ 7’ I affirm His character was
faultless during the three years of His

mlstry He dld thc \vnll of th(, F1‘ acr.

Let me give you another extract or two
from the same articles. “ Hc was the first
man who discovercd the secret of how to
do the will of God continuously.” “We
believe Jesus was the first man who fought
out to the end the spiritual conflict without
flinching.’  *“There is a divinity attribut-
ed to Jesus that is full of mysticism.”
“We believe Jesus had for His spiritual
Father the Holy Ghost.”  “ He was born
of the Spirit.” * Jesus’ brethren must be
cohformed to the image of God’s Son, the
complete image, just what that image was
on carth, no imaginary image, no unreality,
no creedist's idealistic myth.”  ‘ Conform-
ed to be one with God, even as Jesus and
the Father are one, one in aim, one in de-
sire, one in thought, one in action, not one
in substance.” I further said “it will be
in order for dogmatic theologians of a
past and present age to give their pro-
nunciamentos as to what constitutes the
difference between the divinity of Christ
and the Holy Ghost. We went on to ques-
tion if it was not possible that the immacu-
late conception may have beca an error.
We question the possibility of the writers
of the New Testament interpolating the
heathenish idea that all Gods must be im-
maculately conceived. I stated that it
was as easy for tradition to creep into the
New Testament as error into our secular
histories. I know this is severe on verbal
inspiration. I furtherstated that the mjsty
gauzy thing called Christ's Divinity of
birth wasused as another of the many sub-
stitutes for the Holy Ghost.

And here let me correct the erroneoug
impression you seek to create when you
state I am a Unitarian. Unitarians
as their name implies, brlieve only
in one person in the Godhead. I believe
in the personality of the Holy Ghost, co-
equal with and omnipotent as the Father,
and I place no limit upon the omnipotence
of the “man Christ Jesus.” When Jesus
says “I and the Father are one,” I believe
this statement, not possibly as you may be-



lieve it, but my belief is as positive as
yours. You attribute to His immaculate
birth what [ attribute to the baptism of
the Spirit.  Where is the attack on Christ’s
character? If you had said that I was at-
tacking a filmy, misty infidel creating
doctrine that possibly has no Scriptural
warrant for its existence, you might have
been nearer the mark. How high can
man rise in this world? What are the
“greater thingsthat Jesus did” that we are
todothat Jesus spoke about? Is growth in
grace limited? What did the apostle
mean when he said “as many as are led
by the Spirit of God they are the sons of
God?” If sons of God in what sense do
they differ from the “first born among
many brethren”—the one of whom God
said “this is my beloved Son, hear ye
Him?” If we choose to hear Him when
He says thc Holy Ghost shall take of the
things of Jesus and reveal them, who is
there to gainsay ? Must I take everything
that the Holy Ghost reveals about Jesus
through the sieve of denominationalism.
must [ be charged with “grossness,”
because I refuse to accept the “gross-
ness” of the immaculate conception
preferring rather to believe that Jesus
was the carpenter’s Son—that He was
a possible descendant ot David as geneo-
logically traced in the 1st chapter of
Matthew, that when be said my Father
is greater than I, He said what we can
say, and what too many too easily say.

I unhesitatingly take my place as a
“joint heir with-Christ,” rejoicingly, yet sor-
rowfully, willing to suffer with Him, as
Paul said was necessarv.

I magnify Christ by my life,not by my
beliefs, and for five years my life has pleas-
ed God. Christ’s character has not suffer-
ed from my acts, however, much orthodox
Christianity of the 19th century may be
wrenched by my beliefs. 1 share with
Bro. Burns the obloquy you seek in your
columns to heap upon him and am
quite willing to accept but never to seek
martyrdom in the cause of truth. We
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stated that with many people Jesus was
simply a hero to be worshipped. But
when it comes to being bone of otir bone,
when it comes to being his brother in suf-
fering as He was our brother, when it
comes to being scoffed at and jeered at as
He was for us, when it comes to Geth-
samane and the crucifixion on our part as
[e was crucified for us, when it comes to
walking as He walked, how much of
Christendom that does not shrink ?

We think a correct nadeistanding of
our positiun necessitates the publication in
the Guardian of the foregoing extracts in
addition to the four statements which you
stripped of their context and pitchfqrked
into your editorial columns. If you are
willing that your readers should have a
proper understanding of the matter at
issue you will unhesitatingly insert this

letter.
Truly,
H. DICKENSON.

Woodstock, March 1st, 1893.

————

A FEW PLAIN WORDS.
BE 3HE time has come for plain speak-
e ing. War has been declared all
along the lines. 'The Canada
Holiness Association and its teaching
has come under the ban of the churches.
Armed neutrality is no longer the abti-
tude of the creedists. The animosity
of the sects has been aroused. They dis-
covered that the machine rule days
were numbered, so have taken time by
the forelock and cries of heresy fill the
air.
The great Presbyterian and Metho-
dist churches are at it hammer and
tongs and of course this thing that has

7

turned the world upside down and that|

has come hither also, must be crusheds
and exterminated. The dogs of war
have been let loose on Mr. Truax.

and summoned to appear and give an

account of our doctrine before the rulers |
A committee has'
been appointed to confer with Mr. Burns.
Others have been sent tv hard-scrabble {

of the synagogue.

cireuits.

Wel
have again been waited upon ourselves, \
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The matter would soon ternunate if
we would assunie the sycophants ering-
ing attitude. But this can scarcely be
expected. WLere the Spivit of the Lord
is there is liberty. We claim to repre-
sent the progressive liberty of Protes-
tantism.  And opposed fo this, as it has
always, is the old spirit of domination.
Liberty of thought must be chained.
Liberty of utterance must be curbed.
If this liberty is persisted in, it cannot
be within the pale of the churches,
and so it has ever been.

When will rulers learn wisdom?
Surely they know that the Lord is
abroad on the earth ? Have they no
fear of His judgment? Truth is never
advantaged by terrorism, however,
hence we 12irain, but we could give har-
rowing details of God’s dealings with
antagonists of this way.

Professors of vightceons living run no
danger. It is the practicers whose blood
is heing sought after. And what can
the descendants of the crucifiers hope to
gain by this fresh onslaught? Do they
expect to stop the onward march of Gos-
peltruth? The task is a hopelessone. The
“beast that cometh up out of the abyss”
may trinmph the professed “three days
and a half.” They may even ‘“vejoice
and make merry and send thewr gifts
one to another.” But the resultis in-
variably the same. God’s truth, from the
ashes of persecation will rise, clear as
the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible
as an army with banners.

And what has created this furore?
We can only speak for ourselves. We
have been attacked becanse in the
natural order oi things we have taken
the liberty of looking into and compar-
ing what the Seriptures say about the
birth of Christ.

We have looked at that ‘Seripture’
where the ange! is recorded as saying to
Joseph, “Fear not to take unto thee
Mary thy wife ; for that which is con-
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”—
And to Mary, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, wherefore also that
whiclt is to be born shall be ealled holy,
the Son of God.” We have compared
these two Scriptures with the hundreds
of other passages bearing on Christ’s
birth, and comparing Seripture with
Seripture have been unable to arrive at
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any positive conclusion,  And becauso of

.our utter ignorance, because of our, for
the time being, isolation from the great
processivn, beeause we can’t fill up  the
measuve of truth, as it has been and
is being filled with the “orthodox” on
this matter, resentment is manifested at
our examination. We should at least
have held our peace and not yublished
our ignorance to the world; not made
public our doubts to the great injury of
evangelical Christianity.

If evangelical Christianity is built on
so fragile and so flimsy a foundation
that it ean be shaken because of our in-
ability to understand the mystery of the
immaculate conception—of our inability
to harmonize the two passages that
teach one thing, with those that seem
to teach the reverse, the sooner it is
knownthe better. But seriously where
does the Protestants right o liberty of
conscience end. We know where it has
its beginning, and we rather think its
end will also be in God.

What liberty can be taken by the
Protestant with the utterances of the
Bible? Is the interpretation of
every passage therein contained a
foregone conclusion ?  Are there certain
passages that must have a uniform in-
terpretation by all the sects, and others
that a sectarian interpretation of, is
allowea ?

Here is the opinion of a Roman Catho-
lic to be found in the Review of Reviews
for June. This editor of the “Civilita
Catholica ”” asks : ““ must we bow to
the teaching church that condemned
the teachng of Gallileo as false and
heretical.” “‘Does the teaching church
or ¢oes it not recognize the facts that
have been brought out in modern ve-
search ?” He says, “I and many loyal
Catholics with me hold and will eontinue
to hold and comfess that Moses did not
write or dictate any of the books com-
monly aseribed to him by our theolo-
gians—that the section of Isaiah which
treats of Babylon and its destruction
cannot have been composed by Isaiah, in
whose time there was no Babylonish
empire ; that the Jews couid not have
been actually languishing in exile when
Isaiah was written; that there is n~ cea-
sonable doubt in tl». mind of any un-
biagsed thinker who has carefully sifted
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the evidener that Daniel could not have
been written in the sixth century B.C.,
but in the second century; that the
Psalms, most of which we commonly
ascribe to David are composiiions of a
very late date; that Esther and Job are
not historical writings but religious
works of fiction while the narratives of
some of the most ancient Looks are
myths.”

“I adhere,” he adds, ‘“to these propo-
sitions in spite of the fact that they are
incompalible with the doctrines of the
teaching chureh,” and concludes thus,
“gumming up the more striking anosmo-
lies of the position we find that while
our church is built on an impregnable
rock, we are asked to defend it by means
of wretched armor plates of iron and of
brass ; that while proclaiming our re-
ligion to be the solid fabric of eternal
truth, we are expected to prop it up with
scaffolding of worm eaten timber; that
while believing that the conquest of the
whole world is as dust in the balance,
compared with the loss of our human
soul, we are to close our eyes upon the
perdition of millions of Catholic souls,
and open them with joy on the dusty re-
cords of diplomatic triumphs.”

This Roman Catholicevidently does not
believe in the infallibility of the Bible.
‘We don’t doubt but that he will be able
to accept the dogma of the infallibility
of the Pope. In fact he practically says
80 for he declares he will only continue
to hold these opinions till they are con-
demned by “our Holy Father the Pope,
or some (Ecumenical Council.” This
is where we part company from him.

How absurd to think that if the Pope
were to declare that Isaiah wrote all of
the book ascribed to him, taevefore it
must be so. And yet as many absurd-
ities exist in the various Protestant
churches. Some question of orthodoxy
comes up in some church gathering, a
vote is taken, a majority pronounces a
verdict of heresy, and at once all
examination into that matter ceases.
No further progress in knowledge can
take place on the line of that decision.
The majority vote has once for all
settled that question,and at once members
of the church hide themselves behind
the decisions of the church courts, vir-
tually band their consciences over into

the keeping of the majorily. Shonla
the majority happen to change again,
the whole mass of individnal opinion at
once adopts the pendulumm movement
and is found on the other side just as
solidly.

Theoretically God is the keeper of the
conscience, practically it is a case of
majoritv tule. Protestant principle is
sacrifice { for uniformity. What wonder
then that mediocrity is the rule in our
churches.

H. DickENsoN.

DIVINE GUIDANCE.

I N ALL the dispensations God has made
1 possibleforhonest men to know His will,
His first method with Adam was to make
known that will, as it were, by direct word
of mouth. Adnm got his directions direct
from God and held conversation with God
with all the satisfaction of two human be-
ings conversing one with the other.

The record is so life-like that many per-
sons imagine that God took the form of a
human being in His walks and talks with
Adam in the garden, and that He spoke to
Adam’s outward or physical ears when He
conversed with him. Sugh, however, can-
not be the fact, as God is a Spirit and gave
to man, in addition to a human body, his
own spirit nature, so that the Spirit-God
must have addressed the Spirit-Adam and
not the outward or human man. Hence,
when Adam heard the voice of God he did
not hear what we call sound. There were no
sound waves set vibrating to strike the drum
of Adam’s ear and if any other person had
been with him when God was talking, he
would not necessarily have heard fhe vciee
of God to Adam. )

When at the temptation of the devil,
Adam partook of the forbidden fruit from
“ the tree of knowledge of good and evil
he died, that is, as I understand it, this
spiritual faculty of Learing God died. His
spirit nature became dead or benumbed so
that he could not converse with the great
Spirit as before. The tempter said ¢ ye
shall be as gods knowing good and evil.”
Hence the temptation was for them to have
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an mdenm\dent L ;\\ledgL of gond nnd eul
to liave human laws for their guidance and
not desire all such instruction direct from
God. It was n temptation to reverse the
command, *trust in the Lord with all
thine heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding, in all thy ways acknowledge
Him and He shall diveet thy paths.” Adam
and Lve committed the sin of desiring to
be guided by ecommon sense or reason. It
was on their part a usurpation of the pre-
rogutive whick: God had reserved for him-
self. “Ye shall be as Gods,” said the devil.
** We would be as Gods,” responded the
man and woman. They were not content
with resting their happiness and suecess in
the hands of their father, God, but they
must personally take their destiny into their
own hands. The guidance of the Spirit-
God was supplemented by the guidance of
the individual for himself and trouble im-
mediately began. They at once contracted
guilt and shame by their own laws, from
a circumstance: which God had held to be
innocent and began to load themselves down
with cares and duties which they would
have escaped had they remained loyal to
their original guide. This great sin of sins,
and theoriginalofallsins, which seemsto have
been entailed on posterity and man in en-
deavoring to be his own law-maker and ¢‘the
architect of his own fortune,” has bound
burdens on his own shoulders impossible to
be borne and brought about an appalling
state of things during all the years.

On the death of Adam’s spiritual faculties
God seemed to have immediately made pro-
vision to bring man back to his spiritual
condition, but comparatively few avail them-
selves of bhe remedy provided. Still there
have been men in all the ages who have
learned God’s niethod or remedy and have
become spiritual. Abel, Noah, Abraham,
Isaae, Jacob and many othersin the various
dispensations have had spiritual ears more
or less acute to hear the voice of God. But
such men have been fewand far between.
1t must, however, have been possible at all
times for individuel men to find out God’s
will ,and the fact that some have done so, at
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least in part, is,with otlncx’ consxde.uhlons,
proof of that statement.
T, 8. Lixscorr.
Brantford, Ont.. May 30th, 18983,

{(To BE contiNUED.)

HERESY HUNTERS.

J‘EEQ)O PROPEPLY characterize or ana-

thematize the Canada Holiness As-
sociation and its members, all the horesies
of the centuries are being ransached.

The latest research is that of the Christian
Guardian where the charge of Sceinianism
is hurled.

In looking up Mosheims church history
we find recorded there that the Socinians,
speaking of the Holy Ghost, * plainly deny
his being a divine person and represent Him
as nothing more than a divine quality or
virtue.”

¢« The Holy Ghost is the energy of God.”
We don’t think this can be considered as a
fair representation of Canada Floliness 4«
sociation teaching about the Holy Ghost.

Regarding the Socinian visw of Jesus
Christ, abous which the charge was move
immediately laid, Moshiem writes: “their
erroneous notion regarding Christ is express-
ed in the following terns—Our Mediator
before the throne of God 1s a man who was
formerly promised to our fathers by the
prophets and was born in the latter days of
the seed of David and whom God the
Father has made Liord and Christ; thatis
the most perfect prophet, the most holy
priest and the most trinmphant king, by
whom He created the new world, by whom
He sent peace upon earth, restored all things
and reconciled them to Himself, to the end
that after the supreme God we should be-
lieve in Him, adore and invoke Him, hear
His voice, imitate His example and find in
Him rest to our souls.” ,

Considered in relation to the Holy Ghost
this reads more like an exiract from some
of the modern evangelical creeds than a
deliverance from Canada Holiness Associ-
ation quarters.

The only creed we everheardofatany Can-



ada Holmeab Assoclatlon meet.mgs \vhlch it
has been our privilege to attend is ** walk in
the Spirit.” 9'rue, as the organizaiion is a
non-sectarian organization, there may be
amongst the members those who are
guilty of the offence of holding different be-
liefs, but we have yet to learn that this is a
crime. In what organization under the sun
are the members a unit in their opinions?
Phen, if difference of opinion be permitted
in every orsanization in Christendom, why
single out the C. H. A. for attack?

We give one morequotation from Moshiem:
«On one hand the Socinians deny the influ-
ence of the Divine Spirit an ! power upon
the minds of men; and on the other they
aclmowledge that no mortal has such an
empire over himself as to be able to suppress
or extinguish his sinful propensities and
corrupt desires.” This Socinianism will be
admitted as unlike C. H. A. teaching.

Then there is the Palagian heresy. This
is one that is being revamped and foisted
upon a long-suffering generation as C.H. A.
doctirne.

Here are a few of the premises of the
Pelagians.

1. The nature of man was uninjured by
the fall.

2. Our natural powers are fully compe-
tent to render complete obedience to the law.

8. This obedience is rendered without
any supernatural influence of the Holy
Spiri.

The above extracts from Palagianism are
from Chas. Hodge volume 3. Moshiem
adds, regarding this heresy, that *“men are
capable of repentance and amendment,and
of arriving at the highest degree of purity
and virtue by the use of their natural facul-
ties and powers—ihat they have no need of
the internal suceor of the Divine Spirit.”
Then Moshiera further adds‘‘the opinions f
this sect have been misrepresented by its
enemies upon several occasions.”  “Such,”
he says, “is usually the fate of all parties in
religious controversies,”” and he charges a
number of chironiclers of this religious move-
ment with not “treating the movement with
g sufficient degree of impartiality.”
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Where C. H. A, beliefl and  pratice
are adjudged heretical, will history re-
record that critics and representatives of
existing sects have ireated it with impar-
tiality?

However, we boldly challenge the critics
to point out any heresy in any age since
Pentecost that bears the slightest resem-
blance to this movement.

H. Dickenson.

THE KESWICK CONVENTION.

T wasour privilege to attend through-
E out the convention held by these
brethren in our city a few weeks since,
and as on all sides we have heard their
work spoken of as spiritual above the
ordinary, we feel it a pleasant task to
frame this article, and sowish them God
speed. Indeed never before have we
heard from the modern Evangelist so
much that was sensible and soul in-
spiring, and as we listened to their re-
count of personal dealings with God as
He had trom ‘time to time honored
their faith, we were glad to rise t:
our feet in response,as glad the conven-
tion had come to the city.

We have been asked repeatedly if
they were not much the same, or in
harmony with the C. H. A., or is there
some difference, and so reply: The
difference between the Keswick breth-
ren and the C. H. A. is as wide as that
between the Jew and the early Christ-
ian, for while the Jew recognized the
written law as final "authority on all
matters, the early Christians recognized
Christ as their law, so the Keswick
brethren simply add the New Testa-
ment to the Old and make that the
man of their counsel as their settlement
of perfe +ion and other doctrinal polats
amply suowed. While the true re-
presentative of the C. H. A. absolutely
and always takes the Holy Spirit to be
his guide ultimate, even to the setting



aside of Testaments New or Old The
question has been asked, how is it that
they make everything so plain, more so
than your people do, and we had only to
reply that though perhaps unconscious
of the fact, thev were wswping the Holy
Spirit’s place in the matter of explanation
that being his sole right as the inter-
preter and teacher of truth.

If to some reader the latter part of
this article seems to conflict with the
former let it be understood that as in
the case of the few we who are spiritual
must see in Abraham, David and
others that spiritual nature which
bows toand recognizes God, and if we
have failed to be in harmony with them
we would fail to be spiritual ourselves,
but even as the early disciples recog-
‘nized the authority of Christ to be
above all other authority and still
called Abraham their father, so we re-
cognize the Keswick brethren as ser-
vants of God who have not known the
law of the Spirit as the only arbiter in
all matters pertaining to this age and
that which is to come.

E. McMaHon.

OUR BROTHER.

UR conversion was clear and un-
mistakable and having been pro-
pely taught that is that the Holy Ghost is
our law we were in a good position to go
on from that glad hour, walking in the
Spirit. Our subsequent months were
spent satisfactorily. We had great peace
in doing the will of God.

But a severe ordeal was awaiting us
which wrung the cry, ¢“ Lord if pos-
sible let this cup pass from me,” from
the heart, and Oh, how the Devil avails
himself of all such trying circumstances
to bring us in doubt. He said, if youare
walking in the Spirit as you profess to
be, how is it that you are so hemmed
in that you have no visible way out ?

After all are you not mistaken about
this Holy Ghost leading. If you are
walking in the Spirit then why are you
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in such a phght ‘? Is it necessary?

How is it my first few months were
so very bright and clear that there was
no mistaking my conversion and now
I am so terribly assailed with tempta-
tions?

But hark I hear another voice!
What is it? It is the voice of my
Elder Brother (the fi-st born among
many) speaking to me and what does
Hesay? Hesays, Brother I have been
in all points tempted like as you are,
yet without sin. Like me? Yes like
you. I teo had unmistakable sigus
that [ was the Son of God. 'The
Holy Ghost descended upon me at
Jordan and a voice from Heaven said,
‘““this is my beloved Son in whom I
am well pleased,” and when I was in
the wilderness and was an hungered I
was tempted to doubt and the Devil
said unto me, now if this is true that
yon are the Son of God, why do you go
hungry, turn these stones intc bread.

Now how could the words of Jesusbe
any comfort to me, if I am forced to
believe that he had a power to rely
on, that I have not. I am persuaded
that the same Spirit that led Jesusin to
the wilderness is leading me and the
same Devil that tempted Christ assails
me. “‘As he was so am I in this world”
and herein I realize Christ as my
brother and how could he have been
like I am’if he were God, for being God
would make it impossible to yield to
temptation and if yielding was impos-
sible then wherein was he tempted like
as I am. Would he be my brother?

J. D. ALBRIGHT.

South Cayuga, Ont.

HOW TO0 KEEP CONVERTED.
Frox THE ¢ Curistiay Wirness.”

It 2HE LOST art is at last found and
made public by Rev. N. Burns,
of Canada, whose vagaries we

have had occasion at different times to

notice in these columns. He has issued a

pamphlet in which he claims to have dis-

covered the lost art of “keeping converted.”

The secret has never been known in the

chureh since the apostlic age, until recent-

ly discovered by this latter day seer. This
is very remarkable if it be true. It would
seem that the saintly Fletcher failed to
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keep converted though no one has been
able to discover where the backsliding came
in aftera given period in his life. Mr. Bram-
well after twenly-six years of rejoicing in holy
liberty, suys, ““Lt is now twenty-six years
ago and I have walked in this liberty cver
since.”  Yet he knew n.t the secret ol
keeping converted.  Bishop Tuylor says, 1
liave not made a break with God for more
than forty years,” and yet he has not dis-
covered My, Burns’ seeret of keeping con-
verted. No one has ever discovered this
art since the days of the apostles until Mr.
Burns appeaved.  Every converted soul has
backslidden and been rveclaimed, it may
be, “a thousand times day,”—ua big strainon
one’s eredulity, but he has never kept- con-
verted. And what makes it more remark-
able, Mr. Burns has discovered the lost art
of keeping converted without the use of
public or private praver, without reading
the Scriptures or fasting, without the use
of the Lord’s supper or the observance of
the Sabbath cxeept as pleasure, and to so
live as never to make a break in commis-
sion or omission, judged by the perfect law
of God, and never to have oceasion to re-
gret an act done wawittingly or by mistake.
Mr.Burns takes to task our friends Dr.Doug-
las Clark, Dz, Steele, Dr. Sowrey,Bro. Pep-
per and especially ourself, for having faiied to
keep converted. We cannot speak for our
brethren, but as for ourself, we mnust hum-
bly confess that we are not up to M.
Burns’ standard of conversion and never
expect to be in this life; nor do we believe
he is notwithstanding all he says. He has
an assiciation now in Canada which he
advertises clear ¢ut on this line, and yet he
canfesses that they do not all stand, but
they are obliged to expel them for their
wickedness.  We hope no one will mistake
these people for holiness fanatics. They
have long since become Zinzendortians, be-
lieving the work completed at conversion.
They scout the second blessing theory. We
turn them and all such over to.J. M. Bo-
land & Co., and hope they will look after
their children., We have watched this
movement from its beginning, and while
we accord to Mr. Burns honesty of purpose,
we are firmly persuaded that in theory it is
the wildest fanaticism and must vesult in

disaster.™
REMARKS.

The above is from the Christian Witness
and Advacate of Bible Holiness. of May 4th.
This is one of the leading holiness papers
in the United States, and is edited by Rev.
‘W. MceDonald, the President of the Nation-

al Holiness Association. It may be accepted
therefore as representative of that move-
ment. I note that,

(1) What is said about Flelcher, Bram-
well and Bishop Taylor hurts not the
pamphlet criticised, nor the association
that it represents. "T'he continuous walk
with God which these good men achieved
shows, (Ist), that such constant and un-
broken holiness is possible, which it is the
aim of the pampllet criticised to show.
(2nd), That these men lived mmeh better
lives than the critic has lived, as ackdow-
ledged by his own confession and proved
by the facts narrated in the pamphlet,
which it does not attempt to deny. (8vd),
The article shows plainly that the writer
is not disposed to believe Mr. Burns’ word
concerning himself, although Mr. B. aec-
cepts Mr. McD’s words at their full face
value. Mr. MeD says, ““We do not believe
that lie does (live a holy life) notwithstand-
ing all he says.” People who are not will-
ing to be taught of God in all things, lest
haply they might have to drop some cher-
ished notions, and whose experience is
shaped by a traditional creed, are not willing
to believe that any ordinary cotemporary
lives better than they do themselves. Bub
if the man is dead and has got a grand
apotheosis by some admiring biographer,
and has been canonized a saint by thous-
ands of readers, or if he shines out before
the eye of the religious public i unique
moral heroism as Bishop Tavlior does, his
holiness may be believed in without discount
for he becomes a lero, almost a demi-god.
Aud to say that such a one lived a blame-
less life for many years, hurls no one's self-

complacency.

The years of unbroken Christian
experience those men enjoyed were
? .

the result of unbroken obedience to the
will of God, and to say that is to emphasise
the testimony of the Canada Holiness As-
sociation. But it is evident that they have
not so fully apprchended the secret of un-
broken, continuous holiness for ererybody,
as to permanently enrich the church with
clear teaching on the subject, a fact that
the pamphlet criticised assents, a fact the
critic does not deny.

(2) The paragraph which contains the
expression, “a thousand times a day”
teaches no such idea as this editor would
have his readers believe it does. Mr. B.
asks what is the doctrine of Scripture ona
certain point, and to malke his idea plain
and vivid, he simply does what even Bible
writers have done; hesupposes an estreme



case. But he dues not teach that “every
cenverted soul has buchslidden and been re-
'czzum_ed, itway be a thousand times a day.”
The inwardness of misrepresentation we do
not presume to know, but we lmow that
any one who misrepresents another deliber-
ately in print is either mentally incapable
or worally culpable.

(8) The writer says that the association
were “obliged to expel some for their
wickedness.” Immoral acts performed and
proved against members, and a vote of ex-
pulsion to put the perpetrators away, is the
lmpression naturally received fromn lhis
words. Nothing in the pamphlet justifies
the lioliness editor in the use of this mis-
leading language. The word is, “‘weeded
out.”” and the statement is that these per-
sons had exhibited what in the eyes of
onlookers, was “extravagant and unquestion-
able conduct.” This is another misrepre-
sentation of the record, anu an assumption
to know the facts independent of the record
and an untrue version of what did iake
place, which is, that these persons separated
themselves of their own free choice.

(4) No attempt is made to deny the
charges made in the pamphlet or to invali-
date its reasonings. That is the most com-
mendable fact in the matter for there is
nothing in the pamphlet that can be dis-
proved, and that a veteran writer should
betake himself to sneers and misrepresenta-
tions in order to rclieve the mind of the
uneasiness which the reading of the pam-
phlet must have produced, is the best proof
of the truth of its maiter, and of the ability
with which that truth is set forth. He ex-
pects that the teaching of the association
will “result in disaster.” It has already
resulted in sweeping disaster to the reign of
unbelief and legalisin over many lives. He
turns us over t) Ioland & Co. DBoland is in
no sense our father; entirely unknown to
most of the members of the association.
What is to be thought of a holiness that does
not keep its most prominent representative
and exponent holy 2 Why should there be
an association within a church for the pro-
fessed purpose of promoting a disiinctly
higher type of religious life than what is
common experience in that church; with
its apparatus of camp meetings and dis-
tinctive literature, existing now for some
twenty years or more, and as a result its
President confesses himself a failure? TFor if
this holiness that he makes his livehood by
promotihg does not keep its possessors from
doing what they ought not to do, it is ot a
whit better kind of religion that what may

THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

329

be found in any of the churches or even
outside of them. B. Suervock.

INBRED SIN.

JAR FRIEND has requested me to write
i& 4 my thoughts on the above subject

for the lexrosiror. e says in his

note to me, L question 1f sucl: a thing has

any real existence in fact, only asin its con-
nection with the creeds.”

The words **inbred sin” are 1ot found in
the Bible. But in the seventh chapter of
Romans, at the fifth verse, and also in the
famous and hotly controverted passage be-
ginning at the seventh and continuing to
the end of the chapter, are several expres-
sions which evidently mean the sane thing
or state which is intended to be describesl
as inbred sin. Indeed,in the twentieth verse
we find the expression, ‘sin which dwelleth
in me.” The Psalmist, Ps. 51-5, says,
“Behold I was shapen in iniquivy and in sin
did my mother conceive me ;> and TPaal
writing to the Ephesians says in the second
chapterandjthe third verse, * Wealsoall once
lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the de-
sires of the flesh and of the mind, and were
by nature children of wratheven asthe rest.”
The fact thit in order to be a true Christ-
ian Christ insists on the necessity of a new
nature, a being born anew,born from above,
born of God, born of the Spirit, shows that
the first natnre is so thoroughly wrong
that mending or development will not re-
medy the mischief, nothing short of such a
change as will not admit of any less radical
an expression than ‘born again” to sct
forth, juftifies the thought that human sin-
fulness is not superinduced by ecircum-
stances, the altering of which might pro-
duce holiness, but an innate tendency,
something like the tendency of wolves and
certain dogs to worry sheep, and of swine
to do mischief.

We Lknow that sin was not a part of the
original make-up of the first pair in Iden,
and that the evil nature of man is felt, as
William Arthar put it, to be an unnatural
nature, but that does wnot prove its non-
existence, and does little if anything to ex-
pel the curse. “By one man sin entered
into the world, and death Ly sin, for that all
have sinned,” expressesa fact that can only
be ignored by one that resolutely shuts his
eyes from the recognition of what is every-
where evident.

The history of our race as given in the
Bible, shows that although there is in
man’s nature an element or elements that
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intensely approve of that gondness which is
the condition of those who harmonize with
God, yet it is found difficult to make men
good, even with the assistance of that in-
ternal ally. The holy walk and Divine
translation of Bnoch, with the hundred and
twenty years of faithful preaching by Noah,
did | not seriously check the downward
trend of the Antidiluvian population. The
terrible warning of the deluge, followed
by the bow in the cloud and the lesson
of the Dabel confusion, did not prevent
the .sad culmination of wickedness which
brought down the fires on Sodom and
Gomorrah. The plagues of gypt, the
passage of the Red Sea, the giving of the
law in so impressive a manner, the con-
stant miracles of the pillar of c¢loud and the
manna, the frequent miracles of deliverance
aud of retribution with which Jehovah
gave sanction and emphasis to his own law,
did not thoroughly cure the nation of Israel
of the tendency to sin. And although those
arguments for holiness increased and aceu-
mulated from generation to generation, yet
still, that people who were under the closest
supervision by God, and who were favored
by him above all the nations of the world,
were ever backsliding from their occasional
reformations to such an extent as to prove, if
proof was needed, that the tendency to sin-
ning was so constant and so powerful, that it
can only be accounted for and explained by
assuming the truth of Jeremial’s complaint,
““The heart is deceitful above all things and
desperately sick, who can know it.”

‘The impulsion towards righteousness was
certainly as strong in the nature of Paul as
in the average nature of men, and very pro-
bably much stronger. Yetsee the picture of
his struggles with his lower self so vividly
painted in the seventh chapter of Romans
which has been quoted from above. It ends
with a wail of depair, “O wretched man
that I am;” wretched because always de-
feated, because he found a law in his mem-
bers, bringing him into captivity to s con-
tinually. And every one who essays that
warfare with the furnishing that he then
had, will realize a similar experience. To
attempt holiness decording to the standards
which Christ has set up in the absence of
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, is always
to invite defeat, for it is an attempt to re-
verse nature by the force of a resolution
which emanates from the nature that needs
reform and renewal. It is like the effort of
a leper to become healthy by the hiding of
his sores without external or internal medi-
cation. It is, to use a Bible figure, like the

effort of an Ethiopian to change the color of
his own skin.

But, as inbred sin has come into human-
ity by yielding to the unholy spirit, so 1ts
expulsion or cure comes from yielding to
the Holy Spirit. Pentecost brought the
care of this constitutional disease to man,
when those who were obedient to God’s
teaching which was uttercd by the mouth of
Jesus, were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
Then was fulfilled the prophecy written by
Ezekiel, chap. 86, 25 to 28 verse: “And I
«will sprinkle clean water upon you and
‘ ye shall be clean ; from all your filthiness
“and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.
“ A new spirit will I put within you: and I
 will take away the stony heart out of your
¢ flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
“ And I will put My spirit within you, and
“ cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye
“shall keep My judgments and do them.”
God’s spirit within man, makes his perfect
loyalty possible, and when. that ,perfect
loyalty is the character of his life,” inbred
sin is as Paul puts it in the sixth of
Romans, “done away,”” R.V.—or ‘“destroy-
ed” as it is in the authorized version. And
to all this agrees the brief but emphatic de-
seription given in the Acts, of the Pente-
costal church, for the murmuring that led
to the appointment of the seven deacons
was perfectly just and legitimate. And
when Peter made his explanatory defence
at the council of Jerusalem, he declared
that the reception of the Holy Ghost “puri-
fied the hearts’’ of the Gentile believers;
cured the intense deceitfulness and desper-
ate sickness complained of by Jeremisah.

But what about Ananias and Saphira,
and Simon of Samana ? If the Holy Ghost
thoroughly cures inbred sin, how do you
account for their depravities ? Just as we
account for the fall of the devil and his
angels, just as we account for the fall of
Adam and Eve, just as we understand the
warnings and encouragements found in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, just as we read the
messages from Christ and the Spirit to the
seven churches. Just as Paul puts the
mafter in Romans, 11, 19, “Well ; by their
unbelief they were broken off and thou
standest by thy faith.” There is no blessing
that may not be lost by unbelief, there is no
gaining of God's favor or indwelling, but
by faith. B. Snerrock.

For God 1n man brings man to God through
faith and love and sorrow,

And toil and strife that 1% the world up
toward a brighter m.orrow.
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