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PAPERS REesPEcTING CANAD‘A.V :

‘ No.l.

' Cory of Governor the Earl Caroarr's Sperch to the Lecistature of the

Province of Canapa, 20 March 1846.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and |
- Gentlemen of the Legislo:ive Assembly, ‘ -

The duty of opening this Session of Parliament has necessarily devolved

. upon me, as Administrator of the Government, in consequence of the lamented
~departure of the late Governor-general. 'But I am commanded at the same

" time to- make known to you that the Queen has ‘been graciously pleased
permanently to designate me ‘as Her Majesty’s future Representative .in this

province.

- No. 1.
Governor the

Earl Catheart’s
Speech to the
Legislature of .
Canada, o o
20 March 184G, ..

In announcing to you the fact of my having thus become the successor of -
Lord Metcalfe, you will, I feel assured, concur with me in the expression.

of sincere regret at the painful cause which has removed this distinguished

ability, that on every occasion won for him the highest approbation of his

. nobleman from a station, the duties of which he discharged with-a zeal and

Sovereign, and the respect and gratitude of the people over whom he presided -

- as Her Representative.

The several addresses to the Queen which were adopted during the last
Session of the Legislature have been laid at the foot of the Throne. It will
be my pleasing duty to announce to you Her Majesty’s gracious replies.

I should, under any circumstances, have directed your early attention to the.
condition of the Militia Law.  But the unsettled state of the negotiations

- ment and that of the United States of America, renders it imperative upon me
to press more immediately on your consideration the necessity of a reorgani-

“which have been for some time past carried on between the Imperial Govern-

* zation of this arm of the public defence. I feel the most unbounded confidence
“that the loyalty and patriotism of every class of Her Majesty’s subjects in -

Canada will be conspicuous, as they have been heretofore, should occasion call - |

~ for their services to aid in the protection of their country ; but a well digested

and uniform system is indispensable to give a fitting direction to the most -

zealous efforts. At the same time I feel warranted in assuring you that,

~power and resources of the empire, for the security of Her North American

. dominions.

- while our gracious Sovereign will ever rely on the free and loyal attachment .
" of Her Canadian people for the defence of " this province, and the maintenance
. of British connexion, Her Majesty will be prepared, as Her predecessors have
" always been, to provide with promptitude and energy, corresponding with the .

. The subject of the Civil List, which was brought under your. consideration.

- by my predecessor, will doubtless engage your attention, .when I trust to your
" wisdom to make such'a provision as will enable Her Majesty to give effect to .

your wishes, by recommending to the Imperial Parliament the requisite changes -

1o the Ac\t of Re-union. o

- G‘ent‘lem‘e'n‘ of tlzé Legg'slatibé :Agsénibzy,‘f o |

_ The Financial Accounts of the Province for the past year will be immediately

wise submitted for your early consideration..

* laid before you. The Estimates for the service of the current year will be like-

gy T a2 S The
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The ncccmty of pxo\ iding for the plosccutlon and completlon of the public -
improvements undertaken mth the sanction of' Pal liament w111 form a subject

-~ for your deliberation.

- It affords me pleasure to be able to inform you, that the rev cnuce of the past
year has not fallen short of the Expectations which werc cntertained of its

amount, and I rely on_your willingness to make such provision for the public -~ -

service as a (lue rcgmd to the mterests of the people may require.

Honourable G’enﬂem(’n, ‘md Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,

Since your last mcctmg, the ancient city of Quebec has been subjected to.

g ‘une\ampled calamity in the successive ﬁlcs whlch laid waste its buildings. ‘
‘Measures, rendered indispensable by the exigency, were adopted by my pre- o

| “decessor, which will be sent down for your approval.

No. 2.

-+ Liovernor, Earl |
. Cathcart to
“MrSeeretary
© Gladstone,
28 Junuary 1846.

The sympathy and benevolence of different portions of the Butlsh cmpm,'f:

were roused into active excreise by the knowledge of the severe infliction with

which it had pleased Divine Providence to permlt the citizens of Quebee to be
visited, and we have the strongest reasons for appreciating the noble nenerosny o

which has been exhibited, and which has proved how truly the inhabitants of.

Canada are felt by the pcople of Great Britain to be brethren and fellow-
subjects of the same mighty nation. It will be for your wisdom to consider

“what further measures it may be ploper to adopt for the 1est01at10n of what‘ .
~ has been thus destroyed. ‘ !

" The last intelligence ﬁom the mother country indicates a most 1mp01tant -

change in the commelcnl 'policy of the cmpire. I had' previously taken occa-
sion to press upon Her Majesty’s Government a due consideration of the cffect

“that any contemplated alteration might have on the interests of Canada.  But =

until ‘we have a fuller exposition of the projected scheme which a few days will
probably bring to_us, it would be premature to anticipate that the clalms of
this province to a _)ust measure of protection had been overlooked.

In these, and the various other. subjects. 1ﬁ'ectmn' the prospcrxty of Canada
which may occupy you, I 'offer my hearty co- opcratlon ; and I ‘carnestly trust

that, under the direction of an all-wise Providence, we shall be enabled to pursue -
‘a cowrse calculated to plomotc the best. intercsts and to foster the rlsmg‘
~ growth of this rapidly advancing colony :

No. 2.
(1\0

Cory of a DESPATCH‘ from Governor the Earl Carucarr, K.C.B., to the nght

Honourable W. k. GLADSTOI\E |

bn, . Government Housc, Montrcal, ‘28 January 1846 )
My attention ha\mg‘bccn very carnestly “called by the members of the“jj ‘

“ Executive Council of this province to the apprehensions they have been led to
centertain, by discussions which have recently appeared in the English newspapers, -
‘pointing strongly to a change in the Corn Laws, 1 am induced at their earnest

- desire, even with no better foundatlon to bring this subject under your conside- .
- ration by the mail which leaves this mrrht as the opportunities for communica- =

| tion at this scason are so infrequent, as’ “to produce inconvenient delays.

The province of Canada is so v1ta1]y interested in the question, thatitisa ~
- duty of the Exccutive of the province to urge on the consideration of- Her

Majesty’s Ministers a full statement of the ncc0551ty of continuing a protection -
to the colonial trade in wheat and flour, and of the effect of any chanfres by .

: ‘Wthh the protcctlon hitherto given would be t‘\ken away.

The 1mp10vement of' the internal communications by watcr in Canada, was S

" undertaken on the strength of the advantage of exporting to England our sur-', .
. plus wheat and flour by Quebec. | Should no such advantage exist, the re=' -
" venue of the province to be derived from the tolls would fail. The means

o of‘ the provmce to. pay prmcnpal and mtcrcst on’ the debt gualanteed by

Eno‘lan
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Llwland, \\ould be wmlmshed and the general plospcuty of th\, province
would be so materially affected, as to reduce its revenue derived from com-
meree, thus rendering it a possible case, that the guarantee given to the public
- creditors would havc to be resorted to by them, for the S‘ltleﬂ.Cthl] of thcn
claims.

The larger por tlon, neall_y all of thc surplus produce of Canada, is grown in

the western part: of it, and 1f an cnactment similar in principle to the Duties

Drawback Law should pass Congress, permitting Canadian produce to pass
through the United States for- slnpmcnt and the English market was open' to

}noducc shipped from American ports on as favour able terms as if shipped from

~ Canadian ports, the larger portion of the exports of Upper Canada would find
“its way through the. canals' of the state of New York, instead of those of

Canada, rendering the St. Lawrence canals comparatively valueless. The effect
" of the Duties Dlawback Law has been to transfer the pmchace of sugar, tea,
and many other goods to New York, from whence nearly all of thcse articles for
the supply of Uppel Canada arc now imported.

Should such a change in the export of Canadian ploduce talxe phce, it will

- not only injure the C'madlan canals, and forwarding trade, but also thc «h!ppmn
" interest cngaged in carrying these articles from Montreal. S

. A change in the Cormn Laws, which' would diminish the price Canadian
Lv mers' can now obtain, would greatly affect the consumption of British manu-
factures in’ the province, which must | ‘depend on the means of the farmers to
pay for them. An increased demgnd and consumption has been very per-
‘captlblc for the last two years, and is mainly attributable to the ﬂounshmo
_condition of the agricultural population of Upper Canada.

Even if a relaxation of the system  of protection to the colonics is ‘to be |

adopted, it is of infinite consequence that it should not be sudden “The ruin
that such a- ptoceedmfr would causc is incalculable. -

The political consequences as to the Government of the colony involved i i

the foregoing suggestions arc sufficiently obvious, as also must be those arising
from the trade of Uppe1 Canada, being as it were transferred from Montreal to

New York. This latter consldcntlon belongs, however, less to the operation of

the Corn Laws, though partially connected with that branch of the subject.

I trust the mlport:mce of - thesc observations will form a sufficient apology for
‘my intruding them upon you at this time, but as the subject to which they
refer will in all probability engage the early attention of the British Parliament,

[ have thought 1t right. that you should have some previous knowledge of thg : |

“bearing any. such me‘tsme W ould h‘wc on the interests of' this colony.
‘ y : I have, &c. .
(signed) +  Carucarr.

‘ , ‘No.3.
(No.s2)

(Jom’ of a DLaP;ﬁ"cn ﬁom the Rmht Honourablc W, L. GLADs'x 0\[-‘ to Go‘ ernot

the Edrl CATHCART K. C B.

| My Lod, SRR Downmg-stlcct 3 \Ifuch 18. 1()

I HavE to qcl\nowledoc the 1cce1pt of your Despatch of the; 28th of January
‘(\o 7), relating to the cxpected changes in the British Corn Lay, depxemtmg
such changes g cnemllv in the intercst of Canada and at the same time urging,
that if there be a detcrmination on the part: of Parliament to adopt them, it is
“much to be desired that they should not take immediate effect. S
' The interests of Canada have occupied the place to which thc) are JllStl\'

\U 1)
Mr. Sceretus \
Gladstone 1o
Governor Earl
Catheart,

© 3 March 1846.

* entitled in the deliberations of Her Majesty’s Government upon this important . -

- subject, and- upon othczs which are akin'to it.” At the same time, 1 need
hardly point out to your Lmdshlp that there arc matters in which coxmdmat]ons ,

immediately connected with the supply of food for the people of tlus country;. -

and with the cmployment of its population, must be paramount.

Both in respect to corn and in respect to timber, Her MzgesQ s Gov, emmcnti |
- have determined to propose: and to use whatever influence they. ma\, possess for. -

the purpose of c‘mymfr thlouOh Palhament the pmpo sal that the alterations

(17 ) T S B ‘ S . J.b()ut:
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sibout to be made should be gradual ; and among the motives which have led
them to this deter mination,‘ has been the belief that this delay wounld be
aceeptable, and would also be advantageous to the people of Canada.

In order to supply you with some further evidence of their desire to consult
colonial wishes and interests in discharging their public duties, I have to direct |
vour attention to a Schedule hereto: dune\ed which exhibits the duties now
chargeable upon articles of agricultural producc- when imported from the British

 dominions abroad, and. the changes which it is intended to make in favour of -

the colonial trade, by the immediate abolition or reduction of those duties.
I trust- th‘xt Canada may largely avail herself’ of the adv'mt‘lrrec which are’

~ thus (for I venture to dntl('l'pdf(‘ the favourable judgment of Parliament upon

these propositions about to be submitted to it on the - part of the Crown) about -
to be placed within her reach.  The desire of Her Majesty’s Government is,’
that the trade of Canada may, in all respects, approach as nearly to perfect
treedom as the' dispositions of its inhabitants and the exigencies of the public
revenuc .there may permit. And in evidence of that desire, I may advert to
my Dc~p1tch (No0.19) of the 3d Ielnualy relating to the prouncml duty on
the importation of wheat, and may again apprize )ou, that it is not the intention
of Her Maywt_y S Govexmncnt to check any disposition which Canada may
manifest, should such be the case, for the 1epu1] of that st) by the mtcrpomwn
nt the prerogative.

- Further, with regard to corn, 1 have much satlet.xctlon n 1cﬂcctm that if"

Canada will have to enter into competition with the western states of .\mcuca,
'md to engage in this rivalry when no longer covered by any protective duty,
at least she will not be cailed to make the cffort without some advantages on.
her side. hnong them I reckon her light taxation; the assistance shc has
received from British credit and funds, in ‘the construction and improvement of
her internal communications ; her more regular and steady course of trade with

this country ; her low lauﬁ', so favourable to importation, and, on that account, -

powerfully tendmfr to cncourage her reciprocal commerce outwardb some
advantage in the pomt of proxumt» as compared with the most “eatcr]v states
of the Dmon which are also her most formidable rivals in. cheapness of
production ; aud lastly, the means of carriage without tramhlpmcnts by the
Nt. La\\rcnce, wlnch camnot be bhad by the way of the Erie canal. She will
likewise have this in her favour, that her corn trade will have become a settled
one of some standing, with all its arrangements made and in full operation,
while any regular. commerce in that article from the United States must be a

‘new creation, and must go through the plOCCSSCs 'Lttendmg its sc]f'-ad_]uctment

to circumstances as yet untried.

And if' it be true that New Xox k oﬂcm some adv anta(rcs, as compmcd with
Montreal, particularly in regard to the rate of insurance; on the other hand, I
consider that the shipping of British North America has many advantages over
tlmt of the United States in the competition for freights, as it is constr ucted at
far less expense, and is, I must assume, navmuted with equal vigour and equal -
cconomy. ‘

It is bcyond doubt tlmt (Jamda has fc]t a very numomtmo‘ mﬂuencc from
the augmented facility of access to the British market, ‘which she has enjoyed
since the Act of 1843, and that it has perceptibly stimulated the extension of

- her agriculture.  But the average prices of wheat during the years 1843, 1844, |
1845, have been only 50/10, 51 /3, and 50/1 1espcctnc]) Not presuming to -

anticipate, within any very close limits, what are likely to be the ruling prices :
of this grain after a perfect frecdom of trade shall have ‘been established, I yet
\vnture to think, that the most competent persons. are not generally of’ opinion
that they will exhibit any reduction which shall place them greatly below the.

rates I have just cited ; and as I trust we may look forward to some dimninution

in. the cost of’ comc_) ance between the place ‘of growth or grinding and
Montreal, T cannot participate in the apprchenstons of those who conceive that
the measure now under consideration will involve ruin, or anythm approachnw:
to it, to the trade in Canadian corn and flour.

T trust, thercfore, ‘that  the “agricultural ‘population of Canada will Iook“
forward mthout fear to a change, ‘of which it is probable that the effects will be.

far less violent, cither for good or for the partial evils which may accompany
such good, than ‘many, plomptcd mthel by tl\e'r hopcs or their fears, have been
fonmx d to vnncrpatf‘ : : y
‘ ‘ ‘ I nOW L
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1 now pass to the question of timber, which is of O‘reat moment with referencc
to the trade of Canada, although it has not the same Interest as the subJect of
- corn for the mass of the popu]atlon. ‘

"+ 1 have much satisfaction in drawing your Lordehlps attentlon to the fact,
| tlmt the colonial timber trade prospers under the operation of those changes in

the law, which were enacted in 1842, and which had taken full effect before the
end of 1843. * I subjoin a statement of the number of loads of timber brought

o England from.the colonies in each of the last ten years, and of the number

of loads of deals brought hither. in cach of the last three years, during which
pcl iod alone that modc of computation has been pursued 50 far as rclatea to
 this branch of the wood trade.
~ The increascd facilities of internal trapsit in this country, mdepcndently of
thc very great temporary demand comnected with the construction of the
railways that are to cffect this great improvement, promise a considerable and
permanent extension of the market for foreign \\ood an extension likely to be

 accelerated, unless 1t be as to Scotland, by the progressive dmlmutlon of the !

- home growth of timber through the Umtcd Kingdom.

The  description of wood which is suppled by the British L'\orth Amcncan
colonies, the vellow pine, is not chiefly to be regarded as competing with the,
wood of' the Baltlc, but rather as available for different though concurrent uses.
For cxample, the increase of Baltic timber tending to encourage the construc-
~tion of new  buildings, by supplying the best materials for particular portions of
" them, has an cffect not  limiting, but in extending the demand for Canadian
- timber, as furnishing the cheapest and most convement ‘material f'or other
S pomom namely, the inward fittings of the very same fabrics. .

Her Majesty’s Government are ot indecd prepared to assert that the ques-

" tion of the relation between the duty on foreign” timber and the colonial woed -

 trade, ought to be adjusted with reference to this consideration alone ; and you
will perceive, that they propose to retain a duty of 15s. per load upon foreign

timber, which I apprehend may be considered as upon the average nearly -

- covering the difference between freights from the Baltlc and’ thosc from B"x bh

North America to the United Is.mgdom

Not only are they free from the apprehension that the proposed remission of N

10s. per load on foreign timber, and 12s. on foreign deals, will cause a contrac-
tion of the trade from ' British North' America ; but they are sanguine in the

. anticipation that that trade will contmue, notw1thsta.ndmfr the proposcd chanfre
to extend jtself. R
' The reduction of the duty on colomal timber and deals, to a niominal amount

which took place in 1842, involved the sacrifice of a considerable re evenue, and
that sacrifice may, I trust, have tended, and may 'still serve to convince the

~inhabitants of Canada that it has been the carnest desire of Her Majesty, in
. - affording relief to Her people at home, by the changes effected in the com-
- mercial la\\s of the empire, to obviate, as far as posnble, the inconveniences, and

- to extend the benefits which those changes might tend to ploduce for othel i

- portions of her subjects.
This country has taken upon itself the serious task of reforming its own

‘commercial system, in opposition to what appears to be the prevailing dlsposmon :

~among other nations, and to bear testimony to the world, and to put in action

~ the powerful influence of example in favour of sound principles of trade. Her

' Majesty’s Government trust that the efforts of the British Legislature in this

respect may. be seconded, their- -range’ extended, and the cxample rendered yet

. more impressive, not only by the acquiescence, but by the approval and’ *he‘
o actnc co-oper ation of the Legxslatmes and the mhabltants of the colonies. -
. e ‘ - Ihave, &c. ‘
URITEC T (signed) - W E. Gmnsrms

(’17‘9--)’ R ‘[“"En(::losure‘ .
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Scunnuu: of certain AImcu:s of Acmcumunu. Proouce of the Bnmsu Dmxmoxs ‘
Asroap, with the PRESENT and PROPOSED Dutnce thereon, on I\mom‘/mox\ into the ,

UMTED I\I\'GDOM.

_prESENT DrTv.

ritorosen DyTy.

Pearled Barley - - - per cwt.
Butter - S - per cwt.
Buck Wheat - - . - pergr
Cheese - L. - per cwt.
Hams - = . - i =" - percwt
Hops - - - per cwt.
Maize or Indian Corn - - -
Ditio Meal =~ - - e e
- Potato Flour ©~ - - - -
: Rkins, manufactured - . -
. Starch. e - per cwt.
'Tallow - < - < perowt.
| Tongues - - '« per cwt.
\ecds: Canary - ©= . = perbush.
C'nra\va_\, o
Carrot, } - - -, per cwt.
;lover, - ‘ : ‘
Leek, - ‘
On?(l;n;, . } - - - per cwt.
Mustard © '~ - vperbush.
Other Seeds - - -
Aniruals, lumfr - - - -
BRacon - - . = per cwt.
‘Beef . - - S - per cwt.
Cranberries - Co- "~ per gal.
Hay - . b . per load.
Salted Meat not othem ise de:crxbcd
Pork, salted (not Hams) - - -
Potatocs ‘ - - per cwt.
;)tlner chetable: ‘ - - - .
Jarley - .= = . . - ‘pergqr.
{{\c } o , Lo rera
>ease, - - - - ' - perqr.
Beans, P 1 ‘
Barley Meal, L ‘
ge‘: \\[IS!] not admitted ‘l‘mder: present law -
Bean Meal, S ‘
Oats - - - - per gr.
- Oatmeal = = - perl8liib. |

) .

%. 6d.

. 6d.
5s. 9. 6d.
from 6d. to s G(I. ls.
2s. 6d. ‘ 1s 6d.
9s. 6d. 2s.
£ 4. 10s. L2, 3s
from 6d. to 9s. Gd. " ls.

prohibited

20 per cent. ad val.
10 per cent. ad val.

5s.

3d.

Qs. 6d.
2s.

5s.

10s.

‘ 6d.
5 per cent. ad val.
various rates
3s. Gd.
2s.
1d,
oo 88
.per cwt. Zs.
. per cwt. Zs.
‘ 1d.

gl per cent. ad val. .
+ from Zs. 6d. to Gd., ‘ 1s.

from 3s. to 6d.

from 9s. to 6d.
from 9s. to Gd.,

.. per cwt. 41d.

_operewt. ls.

] per cent. ad val.
{..s. L, and after
llcb 1949, Is.

‘ L)S.
per cwt. 2 Gd

‘per ewt, 2. 6d.

per cwt. 2s. Gd ;

per cwt. :'d
L per cent. ad val,
. free.

free.

— s -t

Is. .

- “per cwt. Hd.

‘ Is.
per ewt. 43d.

anlosmc

, in No. 3.

Nmmm of Lom»s of Timber Imponed from the Brrvisu Colonies in 2 \’omu A\IEmCA i
: : . each of th(, last "Ten Years. L : :

- OAX PLANK,) }"U(;BLR‘-“ WAINSCOT
YEARS. 2 Tnches thick, ! TEAK SF;:l’chl‘:):,qiLﬁl":', 'LOGS.
' or upwards. . of upwards. . ‘
t I

L o = Loads. ; ‘ Loads. . ‘Loads. Loads. '
1836 - - - . - - - 525,645 S e
1887 - - R L RS -+ B
1838 - .. b P - - -1 860621 .
1889 - . D - 4 - - -1 562,398 . —
1810 . -~ - Loe - 3 - - -] 616,953 85
8¢ - . - - 2 [ - e - 638,010 —
1849 B ‘.} BN SRR PO ’ 375,202 —
1843 - - .ol o e L 578172 —
L Cebe o .(- .. { 515,820 | —
L f o R B R B
. . . S . A oo ! B

"NUMBER



IR ¢ 3‘9 )y

o NuMBER of Loabs of Davs mponﬁ:n in each of f:he ‘last "l“hree‘ Years T .
. - l . S dfwhichwerefrom
o ] R  British Colqnies.
S | Loads. Loads.
1843 - - -] 609,608 | 840,688
1844 - - - ' 727,456 | 395,066
1845 - - -1 884,458 493,826
o ~ No. 4.
(No.19.) - o SR S R
Exrracr of a Despatcn from the Right Honourable W. E. Grapstone to Gover- = No. 4. . '
nor the Earl Carucarr, K.C.B., dated Downing Street, 3 February 1846.  Mr. Secretary '

‘ o Lo S ‘ ‘ Lo "Gladstone to
You will not invite any discussion upon the subject of the law recently Govertnor Earl -
passed in Canada for the imposition of a duty of 3s. per quarter upon wheat Catheart, - |
mported from the United States. If it should be agitated by others, I do 3 February 1846. |
not consider it probable that you can be urged to take any decisive measure o
in respect to it during the approaching Session; but I advert to it lest your
Lordship should feel any embarrassment in determining whether this should
be considered as a mcasure appertaining properly to provincial interests, which -
it is the policy of this country to commit to the guidance of the provincial
legislature, or whether it is to be viewed as a matter of imperial concern.
- Although your Lordship will not invite or promote the reconsideration of
that law, there is no British interest so involved in it as to require you to insist
.. upon the sort of compact on which it may be thought, from the circumstances
.. ofits origin, to rest, as an objection to the revival of the question. o
. If the public sentiment of Canada should appear to be decidedly unfavour-
able to its continuance, although I.do not think such a contingency highly
probable, that sentiment will probably find some mode of formal approach to .
vour Lordship, and in such casc, though in such case only, you are at full
' liberty to express your willingness to enter into communication with Her -
. Majesty’s Government on the subject, avoiding, so far as is possible, any more -
~ specific intimation, inasmuch as it cannot be adequately considered, either by
~ your Lordship or by me, without some reference to the course which domestic =
policy may take during the current year, -~ . : Co

No. 5

Cory of a Dspatcu from Governor the Earl Carucarr, K. C. B, to the Right -+ x5
S Honourable ‘\\". E. Gx,Apgrong. C "G(we‘mo,.\};;ﬂ
o B 'Government House, Montreal, ~ Catheart to Mr.
Sm, = - 97 March 1846, Sccretary Glad-

“Isusmit herewith an Address from the Legislative' Assembly of Canada to the Stg?e&[m‘h 1846, °
Queen, praying that the just claims of this province may not be overlooked in ©
* the contemplated changes about to take place in the commercial policy of the .~ .
- empire, and that all grain, wheat and flour imported into the United Kingdom :
from Canada may be admitted on payment of the smallest possible specific duty, |
and T beg leave to recommend that the same may be brought under the favour-

. able consideration of Her Majesty. =~

- Lest the omission in this address of any ackowledgment for the measure of
protection proposed by Her Majesty’s Ministers to: be extended to Canada, as-.
~announced in your despatch of the 3d nstant, may attract observation or appear
- ungracious, it seems proper to state, that this despatch was not communicated =~
“to the Assembly in time to have been considered by them. previously to the =
- adoption of this address, which was supported by an unanimous vote.  The usual .
* forms of the House were dispensed with, in order that it might be presented to .
- me in time for transmission by this mail for England, which closes this evening. -
B : N ... JThave,&c. = =
. (signed) ©  CatHCART. |

- Enclosure =

e




- Enclosure in No. 5.

L ee—

. No. 6.

© My bwrctar\

 tladstone to
+ Governor Earl

Catheart,

18 April 1846, |

( 10 " )

Enclosure in No 5.
To THE Qm»:m s MOST EYCELLENT MAJEsn, ,
\Iost Gracxous Sovereign, . S ‘
WE, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub_]ects, the Commons of Canada, in PIO-

our earnest hope, that in the great changes in commercial poliey now contemplated by Your

the quarter ‘
‘ (smned) Arvax N. MACNAB, Speaker.
Legislative Assemb]y Hall, ‘ K e
Thursday, 26 March 1846.

‘No., 6.

(\Io 56. )
Com of' a DESPATCH from the nght Honourable W E GLADSTONE to
Govemor the Earl. CATucmT, K.C.B.

\Iy Lord | : Downing Stleet 18 April 1846,

I HAVE reccived and have Lnd before the Queen the address to Her Majcsty -
from the ¢ Commons of Canada, in Provmcml Parliament assembled,” dated the
- 26th of March 1846, and enclosed in your Lordbhlps despatch of the 27th of .
~ the same month ( No. 30, )
T have received the Qucen’s comn;andb to mstruct your Lordslnp to convey‘ |

~ to the House of General Asscbly the assurance of Her Majesty’s gracious
- desire and intention to_pay cvery regard to the commercial interests of Canada, -
- even in the consideration of measures which must be regarded as mainly and
‘properly appertaining to the internal condition of this country, which may be
- compatible with justice to other classes of Her subjects. ‘

- vincial Parliament assembled, humbly approach Your Majesty for the purpose of expressing

- Majesty’s Government, the just claims of this Province, as an integral portion of the British -
- Empire, will not be overlooked, and that Your Majesty will be nrdclousl) pleased to recom- -
mend to Parhament, that wheat flour, and wheat and peas, and all grain and meal from all
* deseriptions of grain and pulse, imported into the United Kmn'dom from Canada, may be

- admitted on’ the pdyment of the smallest possxble speclﬁc dut), not e\ceedmo‘ a pemw‘ ;

I am further commanded by the Queen to state, that havmg consulted Her o

‘confidential advisers on the questions brought under Her notice in this Address,

- and having been pleased to approve and adopt the opinions submitted to Her by o
them on that subject, Her Majesty has directed me to explain to your Lordship : -
“those opinions, as comprising the substance of the answer, w hich Her Mw)esty g

has to return to the Address of the House of Assembly.

As tespects the question immediately affected by the Address, Her M aJeety s -

Government are of opinion, that the reduction of the duty on Canadian wheat,

from 1s. to 1d.; would fail to have the eﬂ‘cct ‘which the Assembly have, 1t; is

plobable, antlclpqtcd and desired.

' Use and convention, rather than any g ‘letl act prmcxp]e, have estabhshed the‘ |

| rule, that in the Customs Law of this country, 1s. per quarter shall be regarded
as the standard of a nominal or register duty upon corn. - To reduce the charge

‘upon forcign corn to a ‘rate corresponding with this de:cnptlon, Her Majesty s

Govemment stands pledged to Parliament; and if Her Majesty’s Government,

were to concede the request which is plef'cnul the. effect would not: be ' the . L
_establishment of a minute preference, amounting to 11d. per quarter in favour of ..
Canadia grain as against the foreign article; but it would without doubt be this,

that the same reduction would be. applied b) Parliament to foreign. grain also,,‘:\ .

‘and an entire equality between the two would thus be still maintained.

For this reason, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion, that it would. not | :'@‘ ]

be expedient to propose to Parhament the altelauon \wluch lt. is the object of the

Address to recommend
‘ I am, &c

(sxrrned) W E GLADSTOI\E
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No. 7.
(No. 19) R e . S
Copy of a DESP'\TCH ﬁom Governor the Earl CATHCART, K C.B, to the Rlcrht "~ No. 7.
Ilonourable W. E. GrapsToNE. - Governor Earl
R Cath \)
Slr, C Government House, Montreal, 25 February 1846 sfc‘,;:;’,‘}‘?;h‘.{_ o
At the request of the ‘Montreal ‘Board' of Trade, I have the honour to stone, |
transmlt the accompanymfr petltlon addlessed to you by that body. - - - 25 February J S#6.
I have, &c. o —_—
(smned) " CATHCART. \\\N )

Enclosure in 7\0 /

'lo tlle Rwht Honourable erlxam Gladstone, M.P., Her VIaJest_\, S Prmcxpal Secretax‘y Enclowre in \o ; .
‘ of State for the Colomes ‘ ‘

| 'l he Petmon of the Montr eal Board of Trade.

Humbly showeth, ‘ ‘
That your Petitioners have observed ‘Her 1 '\Ia_)esty s Govemment have proposed to Parlia- |
ment a material alteration in the duties on foreign bread-stuffs imported into the United
. Kingdom, preparatory to an ultimate reduction of the same to a duty of 1s. per quarter.
" That hitherto Her Majesty’s Government have acted on the principle of affording favour
. to the produce of Canada, and in accordance therewith passed a law in. the year 1843,
* admitting into Great Britain Canadian wheat at a duty of 'ls. per quarter, and flour at a
" relative rate, conditionally upon the maintenance of the Provincial law lmp0s1nfr a local
* duty of 8s. per quarter on foreign wheat imported into the province. =~
“That as the proposed Impenal law departs from the principle upon which the Provincial -
law above referred to was founded, and neutralizes the favour accorded to Canadian bread-
+ stuffs, your petmoners humbly hope Her MaJesty s Government will be pleased to 1ecommend
- the repeal of the said Provincial Act. ©.
That by the alterations lately proposed in the Imperla] Parlxament, the protecnon on
~ Canada wheat and flour will be so much dlmmlshed that they cannot (.ompete wnh lrl\e
“articles from-the United States. :
. That a protection of even ls.a quaxtex, small as it may appear, wxll aid in securing to
“Canada a share of the \lorth-westem American tracle, to the encourauemeut of Brmsh
~ shipping. . ‘
© That unless some protectlon be given to ploduce rmported by way of - the St. Lawrence, N
" the pul)llc works, constructed at a vast expense, and for the completion of which a loan was
~ raised in England n'uaranteed by Her \Iajest) S Government, mstead of being a source of '
., revenue will become a charge to the province.
-~ Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray, that so much of the lmpenal Act 5&6 cht -
.49, as 1mposes a duty of 2s. per barrel on foreign flour 1mported into Canada be repealed;
. and that grain, flour.and meal from Canad'l, of w lmte\er or urm, be allo“ed to be 1mp0rtcd
.. into the United Kingdom duty free. - ‘
- And your petmoners, as in, dutv bound, w 1ll ever pray

(smncd) ‘ G. Mosmrr, o

o - ' R : 1’1esldent, of tlxe \lontreal Board of‘Tra.de. ‘
" Montreal, 25 Fe‘b.-ﬁm-ygms‘. e I‘m 'mucxN “’ILLSO\‘ Secxetaw
: No 8
‘ \lo 48) S ‘ R ‘ S
‘COPY of' a DESPATCH from the Rlnrht Honourable ’W E. GLA.DSTONI: to No.
‘ , Govemm the Earl Cu‘ncm'r, K. C B o g ”‘\r., beuehuy L
My Lord 1 g Dowmnrr.street 1 Apul 1846 ?Jf ,‘,’jﬁ“ﬁi&%ﬁ'fi{.fﬁ

T HAVE recelved you1 Lordslnps despatch, \o. 19, of the 95t11 1<ebmary last cart, . = |
- in which you enclose a memorial from the Board. of Trade at Montreal, praying, 1 April 131‘)
" that in consideration of the injury which the memorialists: applehended from ‘
the anticipated change in the Corn Law of this country, Her Majesty’s ‘Govern-
~ ment would recommend the repeal of the Provincial Act, imposing a local duty = .
of 3s. per quarter on foreign wheat. unported into Canada ‘that. the Imperial =
duty of 2s. per: barrel on' foreign flour brought into the ‘province may be -
~ repealed, and that grain, ‘flour and meal, of whatever ou«rm, may be lntloduced‘ 3
“from Canada into the United Kingdom free of duty. ‘ | S
“The despatches noted‘in the margin, which I have had occasion. to address to No. 19. page 9.+
your LOI‘dShIP on the subject of the trade of Canada, will have already explamed No. 32, page B
the views whxch in common w1th my colleafrues, 1 entertain with respect to the =~ .
(17 ) I T o applehensxonsi




" No. 9.
Governor Earl
Catheurt to 3r.
Secretary Glad-
stone, ‘

23 Mareh 1816,

© jucl in No. 9.

| a——

" lating the trade of Great Britain and her possessions abroad.

 the transport of their merchandize aud produce is encouraged, and a consequent more.
- frequent intercourse with 1t inhabitants produced.” .7 0 o700 ‘

(12

apprehensions of the Board of Trade of Montreal, or of other parties similarly.
situated, as to the effect in Canada of the alteration of the English Corn Law,
if it be passed in conformity with the views of Her Majesty’s Government.
But as it is necessary that 1 should return a distinct answer to the memorial
which is now before me, I have to instruct your Lordship to acquaint the me-
morialists, that if Parliament shall adopt the changes in the Corn Law of this
country which have been submitted to their deliberation, Her Majesty’s
Government will regard the local duty of 3s. on corn ss an exclusively pro- =~ -
vincial question, and 'if the Legislature of Canada shall think it expedient to
pass an Act for the repeal of that duty, Her Majesty will not be advised to
disallow the measure. . .~~~ IR 3 S

2. You will state to the memorialists that, according to the view of Her
Majesty’s Government, any proposal to alter the imperial duty on flour imported -
into Canada should follow, and be dependent on, but should not precede the

- abrogation of the 3s. duty on wheat.

.

‘3. That with respect to their applié:itioh for the fice introduction into this

~ country of grain, flour and meal of whatever origin, -Her Majesty’s Govern- -

ment regret that they do not' think it entirely compatible with the spirit of
the commercial treaties between this country and other powers, to revive the
system which ouce prevailed, of allowing the introduction of goods from colonies =
at colonial duties, with reference, not to their origin, but solely to their place of -
export. U L - L
‘ S I have, &c. -
L - (signed) - W.E.GrapstoNE.

‘ ‘ : : - No.9. ‘

(No.27.) ‘ C e
Cory of a Desparcn from Governor the Earl Carncart, K.C. B, to the Right -
o S - Honourable W. E. GLapstoNe. e

- Sir, -~ . Government House, Montreal, 25 March 1846.
At the request of the Quebec Board of Trade, I have the honour to forward
the accompanying petition, addressed to you by that body. S
« D o . lhave, & -
(signed) = CarHCART. .

o ‘ Euclbsurev in N .9 ‘ S
To the Right Henourable W. E. GLapstoxE, Her Majesty’s Minister of State for the -
; B - Colonies, &e. &e. &e. R o
The Quebec Board of Trade, by this their Petition,

- Respectfully represent, ‘ S R :
Tuar your petitioners. observe with deep anxiety the contemplated adoption by Her.
Majesty’s Government of a new system of commercial policy, at variance with those maxims.
of protection and old established principles which ‘have hitherto been acted npon in regu--

That the introduction into the Imperial Parliament of measures, the operation of which
will immediately deprive the provinee of Canada of a great portion, and at no distant period .

- of all the protection her produce now enjoys in the markets of the United Kingdom, should @ -

be received by your petitioners. with anxiety and alarm, cannot be a matter of surprise.. .
- Convinced as. your petitioneis are of the desire of Her Majesty’s Gouernment to. -
encourage the commerce of the colonial possessions in North America, and promote the:
welfare of  Her Mujesty’s subjects: therein; and convinced, also, that any legislative

‘measures, prejudicial to the North American colonies, must be prejudical to the shipping .. -

and other great interests of Great Britain, they beg respectfully to bring under: your con- -
sideration certain suggestions, which it appears to them would, if carried out, be beneficial -

to the colonies and the parcnt state, whose interests are inseparable, R A
- That in Session of last year, the Congress of the United States of America enacted a law

(called the Drawback Law), allowing a remission of the duties en British and other foreign -

manufactures and produce imported into the United States, on thesame being exported inland

~ into Canada; ‘and a Bill is now in contemplation to allow the transportation of Canadian

» h

to Great Brituin aud other foreign countries, free.

That the gquestion will no doubt suggest itself to you, whether the natural effect of this

Ly’

produce through the territory of the United States to an Adantic shipping port, for exportation | .-~

‘seductive Jaw will not gradually, silently, and imperceptibly, even to themselves, wean the . ..
‘tnclinatioiis of the subjects of Great Dritain from their truc allegiance 10 the parent state,

and bias their minds in favour of a closer connexion with a forcign conntry, throngh which .




~

1)

i

Hm the operation of this law has been gr eaﬂv to increase the mlmd mlpm tation mtof v
(,.mad.l of vavious articles the produce of fmewn countries, such as teas, wme, fruit, sugar,

coffee, molasses and others, so much as to cause a sensible diminution of the i lmport of these
‘ drudes by the St.. Lawvence; and your petitioners, in corroboratlon of the statement, solicit

~ your attention to the fact, that in. the article of sugar alone, the importation into Canada
~_ from the port of Oswego, in the United States, amounted in 1845 to 1,600 hogsheads, and -
. previons to the enactment of the Drawback Bill, the exportation from that port did not.

" amount to 50 horrshewds, and further, that the i 1mportat\on of Mnscovado sugar, by the river.
- St.Lawrence, in 1844 was 8,17 ,H81 pounda, :md in 184.), ‘2,833,240, bem" a diminution
© of 5,324,341 pounds.

That the cause of the increased miand mpm‘tamns mto Cavada of these arucles dnounh

the Umted Stateg, and 1he"diminution of \(u m\pmts by the chanuel of the river St. Law- o

rence, is, in the opinion of your petitioners, 1o be attributed to the American Drawback
Bifl, the existence of the imperial duties on imports by the St. Lawrence, and the lu«her
. olls on onr canals as compared with the tolls in the United States. :
‘That the effect of the existence of the imperiaf duties on imports b} seq, in con]uncnon

- with the Drawback Bill, is to erect a burrier to'the passage through our canals of the pro-

- duce of foreign countries and Brisish mnnuﬁxcmre:, Aud 10 neunalue the benefit to be
derived by Her Majesty’s subjects in Canada in- construeting those magnificent works ac

- an enormous expense, and, in fact, to enact a penalty on their being used a state of tlmms

that never could have been contemplated when these works were commenced
Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully suggest, that the imperial duties under the Act of

8 & 9 Vict,, . 93, on all flour and provisions imported into this provinee by inland navi-

gation, be repealed, and that such articles so imported and conveyed throngh the channel
p 1 g

of the river St La\\rcnce, to a shipping port, should acquire a colonial character, and be
admitted. into the United Kingdom on the same terms as the produce of the provinee, and
-~ that the imperial dutxes ou all i importations by sea only be also repealed.

Your petitioners }nesume (o suppose that these measures wonld not dir ectl) or md\recd\' '

“be prejudicial to British interests, while they would secure to this’ province a Jarge. inland

~carrying-trade, employ British capital, create an extra demand for labour, i increase the con-

:umptmn of British wanufactures, augment the revenue of our splendid canala, and above

all, give further employment to’ British shipping, especially in the conveyance of flour and

. provisions imported inland for exportation to Britich ports, which is made manifest by

consideration of the fact, that upwards of one-third of their cost cansists in the incidental -

_ charges of inland tmnsportatlon and Atlantic freights; and your petitioners further presume
" 10 suppose, that an extensive infand trade once established through the channel of the

. St. Lawrence, would continue to flow in that dnectlon after the cause that dwerted it from '

- other outlets to the ocean had ceased to exist.

Your petitioners perceive that the article of timber is one of those w\nch it is intended by -
Her Majesty’s Ministers to protect to a certain estent, by reducing the present difterential

: dmy from 25s. 1o 155, per load; but they beg 10 observe, that the present is an apparent,
not a real protection, inasmuch as the ¢ 'uerage rate of freight between timber imported from
the Bahic and North America is fully 20s. per load in favour of the Baltic, from the greater
distance from America to Great Britain, reducing thereby the real protection to about 5s.
per load ; and if the apparent protection is reduced 1o 15s. per load as conteraplated, it wifl
in effect be equivalent to 2 premium in favour of Baltic timber of 5s. per load; and it is
important also to" observe, that that very distance, which thus places calonial mnber in so

- disadvantageous a position, makes the North American colonial wrade the great nurser y for
Britisi seamen, and prowotes the shippiug iuterests of the United: ngdom. "

“Your pentloners, therefore, ‘réspecttully sug"est, that the proposed reduction of duty on
B.1It1c timber of 5s. per load, 5th April 1847; 5s., 5th April 1848, be reduced to 2s. 6d.

‘per load at those respective dates and that' the comemph\ed tcducnon in t.he duty on sawn

umbex be reduced propor nonate}y o ‘
‘ b Bv oxdel of the Councll of the Bomd of 'lxade, o

C - (sm\ed) "W. WaLkER (L. s.), Pnesndent.
Quebec, 16 March 1846 S L W STEVENSON- Hon, Sec. o

‘ No. lO L
\ (No.31) e e e
o Com of a DESPATCH from the Governor the Earl CA’I‘HCABT, K C B‘, to the
Lo Rwht Honourable W. E. GLapsToNE. ©
Snr S - Government House, Montreal, 27 March 1846

Ar the requcqt of the Montle'\l Board of Trade, I submit for your considera- -

- tion a Memorial addressed to you by that, body praying the 1epeal of certain

1\0. 10
Govemm Yarl
Cathcart to Mr.

- Secretary Glad- R f
. -stooe,

07 Maﬂ:\‘\‘ 18‘1-6

dutics imposed by the. Imperial Statute 4 &5 Vlct c. 49 upon vamous artxcles o

1mporﬁed futo Camda ﬁom f‘orewn state ‘ s
X : \ : ~ : R Ihave, &c. »
(swned) CATHCART.; :

D Enclosure“‘ '




‘Enel. in No. 10,

n—

owy

nclo-,une in \o 10.

Ta the R uhr Honoumblo Wumw GLADSTONE, M.P., Hon M: 1_]oqt\ s lnnclpal Secxelars ‘
‘ ‘ ‘of State for the Colonies. " D

The Mcmm m] of the Moutleal Boax d of T 1adc,

Humb)y showeth, ‘ ‘ R
THAT your memorialists obaene Her Ma‘;eau,' s Government have ploposed to thameur.
certain changes in the customs duties of Great Britain, under which salted provisions and

various other articles are to be at once admitted into the United Kingdom duty free.
 That by the Imperial Act 5 & 6 Vict. c. 49. salted provisions, and many of' the articles
above referred to, are liable to heavy duties when 1 imported into Canada from foreign states;
and it appears to your memorialists, that to maintain such duties in Canada, while they
are abandoned in the United Kingdom, will have a most injurious effect on the trade
ol this colony, and will prevent it reahnn«r _any advantages which may ‘be derived from -
becoming the channel through “hlch a pox rtion of the pl‘()\'lleIlS of 1hc Umted bt'lles may
each the British market. ‘
- Wherefore, your memorialists humbl) plav IIex Magestys Gmcmment \nl[ recommend

~ to Parliament the repeal of the imperial duties on all such articles imported into Canada, as

~ No. 11
Mur. Sceretary -

. . “ l e . ,
Cladstone to Barl e you enclose 'xddlesecs to mysclf from, the Boards. of Trade at Queboc s

~.and Montreal, praying for the repeal of certain provisions in the Imperial
I nactmente, 5 & 6 Vlct c. 49, and 8 & 9 Vict. c. 93, the continuance ' of which,
it is represented, will seriously affect the trade of Canada, if the proposcd

dthcart, ;
+ May 1846

by the proposed Customs’ Duties Bill may be admitted duty free into Ihe Umted Kingdon.
‘ And som' memon ialists, as'in duty bound, will ever pray.’ ‘
> (signed) - Gu ’\Iowur, !
B ‘ Pmsndent of the Mo:mcal Board of 'lrade.
Montreal, 26 March 1346. ‘ "
: ‘ h.mrmcx\ N. \VILLS()\‘ Sccrom\. ‘

: No ll
(‘\Io. b._.) ‘

(,om ofa Dnémron ﬁ‘om thc Rwht IIonoumblc W E. GLADST()\L to Govcrnoz B
the Karl CA’I neartr, K.C.B. ~
\/Iy L01d o Downing SthCt, 4 M'ly 1346,
1 nave to a:.knowlcdtre thc rcccxpt of' 3our dcspatchcn, Nos. 27 and 31, in

alterations in the commelcml policy of this Country ehould be sanctxoned by -
Parliament. o
I have to instruct. your Lordshlp to acquamt the memonahsts, in answer, that

‘the interests of Canada continue to engage the lively solicitude of Her

Majesty’s Government ; but that' they havc felt it their duty to decline

acceding to the request that the system denominated naturalization” of ‘)

goods may be introduced into the pending law, upon gzounds which they

concewc to be of such force as to. leave them no option.. - Her Majesty’s
‘Government are, however, by no means similarly pledged or. disposed to -

" refuse consideration to the question, how far the Imperial duties chargeable
in' Canada  may be susceptible of alteration with advantage, tbough they -
cntertain the opinion that it ‘would be premature ‘to enter upon that subject’ .

without further knowledge than we now possess of the sentiments of ‘the
‘various partics interested in it.  With respect - to the article of timber,

" adverted to in the memorial of the Board of Trade of ‘Montreal, your
Lordship will observe to the Memormhsts, that Parliament has already declared S

itself on that question in unison with the views of Her Majesty’s Government ; .
but your Lordship will be pleased likewise to' add, that Her Majesty's Govcrn~
ment arc firmly pcrsuaded that the British- North American timber, from its

own - useful propertics, and, with the aid of the reduced’ protection which it .

is proposed to retain, as well as from the energy and intelligence of those who -

“trade in-it, and thcu command of capltql mll contmue to hold its place in the o

Brlmh mar lset

Ihave, &c. A
(smngd) W ln (JLADSTONE.




o Present’ Dunes. :

\To. 12
- (No.42.)

Cory of a DESP ATCH ﬁom Govemor the' E.n‘l CATHC ART K. C B to the
Rlﬂ‘ht Honomab]e W. E. GLaDsTONE. |

bn , ‘ Government House, Montreal, 28 Aprxl 1846
In order that you may be made acquainted at an' early period with the views
entertained by the Legislative Assembly of Canada in regard to the measures
~which it appears expedient for them to adopt, consequent on' the contemplated
abolition of' the duty on corn, and other important changes in the commercial
‘policy of the empire, which have been submitted to the deliberation of the Im-
perial Parliament, I have the honour to enclose for your information a copy of
“seven Resolutions that have passed in a committee of the whole House.
These Resolutions were mtroduced by the Inspector-general, and carried,

: “: Cj&] ‘

No. 14.
Governor Earl
Cathcart to
Mr. Secreran
Gladstone,

26 Apnl 1846.

“under the supposition that Her Majesty’s Ministers would succeed  in carrying .

+ through the measures submitted by them to Parliament, and it is ‘understood

that the enacting of the provmons which thev contain is to be contmgent on’

that event
I have, &e. |
. CaTHCART.

Encmsure in No. 12.

SEVEN Rssowmovs reported from a Committee of the \\hole House
1. Resolved,—That, in the opinion of this Committee, it is e\pedlent that so mueh of the

Act 6 Viet,, c. 31, as relates to the imposition of a duty of 3s. stenlm g per quarter on foremn ‘

wheat nnported into this province, be repealed ——’l eas 42; D Nays 78

2. Resolved,—That a duty of 3s. sterling per quarter be imposed upon all foreln'n wheat |

. imported into this province, e\cept for the) purpose of etportatlon, or to be oround in bond
" for exportation.

EnclosureinNo.12.

| r———

3. Rf’solvetl,——That, in  the opmlon of this' Comnnttee, it is e\pedxent that 50 much of the

“Schedule of duties imposed by the Act 8 Viet., c. 3, as relates to the'i imposition of a duty of

3s. sterling per quarter on maize, or Indian corn, 1mported mto tlns provmce from afoxewn o

country, be repealed.—Yeas 43 ; Nays 23, ‘

4. Resolvedy—That a duty of 3s. stexlma per quarter be 1mposed upon all foxemn maize

or Indian corn introduced into this province, except for the purpose of e\portatxon. ‘

B Rcsolved —That, in the opmlon of this Commlttee, it'is e\pedlent that so much of the o
Schedule of duties imposed by the Act 8 Vict., c. 3, as relates to the imposition of a duty =
upon ’\Iuscovado, clayed bastard and other sugars not reﬁned, ;mported into this pr ovmce,

‘ ‘be repealed. ; .

6. Resolved,—That a duty of 7s 6d. sterhn per ewt. be 1mposed upon Mnscovado, ]

‘clayed, bastard and all other sugars not reﬁned, nnported 1nto this prounce. (Present duty ity
9s 4d. sterling).—Yeas 41 ; Nays 29. .

" 7. Resolved —~That, in addmon to the articles enumerated in the bchedule to the s'ud

Act'8 Vict,, ¢. 3, on which duties are imposed, all descriptions of dye-noods be sub_]ect o

and charrred thh an ad valorem duty of one per cent.

Resolved I‘ hat, in the oplmon of thls Commlttee, 1t is expedxent that 50 much of the

 Schedule of ‘duties imposed by the Act 8 Vict., c.8, as relates to the mlposmon of ‘duties

‘ upon leather or leather manufactures imported into this province, be'repealed.

Resolved,—That an ad valorem duty of five per cent. be imposed upon . all kinds of 3

- manufactured or unmanufactured leather, the productlon of Great Britain, or of the British
Colonics, imported by sea, or direct from any British Colony; and that on leather, or
-+ leather manufactures otherwxse lmported the followmg dutles be xmposed that. is to sa),

- —" v
oy

d ST e s

A d.
.50 ‘On Goat Sluns, tanned tawed or in any other “ay dressed ‘ o
o per dozen ' .. - - - -{ 50
2 6 | On Lamb or Sheep Skms, tanned tawed or m any way dlessed > L
- .| 'perdozen. .. - - - -1 26
- 0. 6 | Calf Skins, tanned tawed, or: m any “ay dressed, per ]b. =074
03 Kid Skms, tanned tawed, or any “ay dressed, per lb -y 0.2 ‘
0 9 S
and ‘Harness Leather, Upper Leathcn and Sole Leathen, per lb -{ 0 1}
0 6 ‘Leather, cut mto shapes, per lb - PR . ”JV'- 0.4

‘ L ‘ ‘ S
(172.) - o Sl S E o (continued)
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‘Present Duties,

s d : LeaTHER MANUFACTURES. | .
7 6 | Women’s Boots, Shoes, and Calashes of . Leather, perdozen |
airs - - - - - - 5 0
"7 6 Women’s Boots and Shoes, of sxlk satm, Jean or other stuﬁ's, kid
R or morocco, per dozen pairs - - -1 5 o
2°6 Girl’s Boots, Shoes and Calashes of Leather, unde1 seven mches .
: in length, per dozen pairs b - - - 2 0
3 0 Girl’s Bocts and Shoes, of snlk satin, Jean or other stuﬁ's, kid or ‘
o morocco, per dozen pzms - - - . 2 0
2 6 Men’s Boots, per pair . - - e e -1 3
1 0 | Men’s Shoes, ditto - - - - - 0 6
1 3 Boy’s Boots, under eight mches in lennrth, per pau' - - 0 9
09 -Boy’s Shoes, under elrrln inches in leunlh, per pair - -1 0 4
} o
No.13. S ‘ No. 13.
Governor Earl (No. 40)
Cathcart to COPY of a Drsm’rcn from Governor the Earl (»A'I‘HCART K. C.B. to the Rwht
(“l’“;“’g;em’" 3 Honomable W. E. GLADSTONE.
H L, L | B
23 April 1846. . o - Government House, Montrcal
| Sir, ‘ o - 28 April 1846.

I nave the Honour to transmit to you the enclosed Petition from certain mer-
o _ chants and other citizens of Quebec to the Queen, praying that Her' Majesty
I | not sanction the contemplated modlﬁcatlon in the Tariff on wood goods.‘ |
| ‘ | ~ Ihave, &c. ‘
(signed) CATHCAR’P.

Enclosure in No.13.
‘ To 1THE QUEEN's: Most EkCELLENT MAJESTY
The. Petmon of the nndersmned Merchants and others, szens of Quebec.

Humbl) showeth, ‘

THAT your petitioners view thh serious a]arm the measures mtroduced by Your Ma_]est) 5
Ministers in the Imperial Parliament, affecting as- they do the principal exports of Your '
Majesty’s possessions in British North: Amerlca, by encouraging other nations more favour-
ably situated to enter into successful competition with them. - SR

"That the long and tedious navigation of ‘the St. Lawrence, the shortness of the shlppxnrr~; -
season, and the danfrel of the coast, especially in the months of October and November, add ;
materlally to fr emhts and: insurances,.and render successful competition with the forelgner: -
either in corn or timber a matter of great difficulty, if not of utter impossibility. .

That although a protection of 24s. is now granted on the timber of these provinces, the
freights from the Baltic average 17s. 6d. per load while those from Canada average 38s. 9d., -
makmrr a difference in favour of the producer in the north of Eunope of 215s. 3d. per load, L
and when insurance is considered, making the protection now given a mere equivalent to the
difference of" freight; moreover, should ‘the contemplated reduction of 5s. in 1847 and 5s.' -

S in 1843 take p]ace, giving a direct boon to. this extent to the foreign producer, who in com- -
“parison to the colonist gives little encoulagement to the British manufactmel. ‘
That the effect of the changes in the Tariff in the port of Liverpool has been to increase
- the foreign tonnage emplobed in carrying deals and timber upwards of 300 per cent. since -
! - 1842, wlule the British shipping employed in the same trade with these eolonies has only -
- mcreased to the same port about 30 per cent.; and that if such are the effects of the modifi-~
cations in 1842, the inevitable result of further re]axatlon mll be ruin to both the Bntlsh'f i
shipowner and colonist, ' - PR R
That mdependently of the encourafrement given to the north of Eulope to compete with' .~
Your Majesty’s colonial possessions in North Ameuca, the effect of the changes now referred':
to will be to add another competitor, namely, the United States of Ameri ica, especially in
the articles of pitch pine (resembling the red pine of the colonies, but supenor to it), staves i
and oak timber, the produce mostly, | , if not entirely, of slave labour. .
Your petitioners most humbly pray, that Your Majesty will , consider. favourably then" :
petition, and allow the ‘duties to remain as they now are, viz., 25, on foreign timber and |
. 1s. on colonial; that your Majesty will cause to be levied a duty on staves, as this article . '~ -
affords constant emp]oyment to colonial shipping on the inland lakes, and further, thatno .
alteration be made in the duties on sawed timber, “hlch, if alteled as comemp]ated will
rumously affect. many who have embarked large capnal in the erection of sa\\-mllls, under .
. the impression that in any change of duties the situation of these provinces, their distance = "
from the mother country, the immense employment they give to British shipping and their ~, -
: .bemn' such large consumers of British - manufactmes, “ould be duly con51de1ed and that . .
: . ‘ ‘ _— protectlon

" EnclosureinNo.15.
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protection equivalent to the difference of freight would at least be guaranteed to them, as
even then they only meet the foreign producer in the home markets on equal terms.

‘ That to a system of wise and judicious protection Your Majesty’s empire is indebted for
" its proud attitade among the nations of the earth, and the present happy position of Your
‘Majesty’s colonial possessions is attributable mainly to the same source. =~ ~* -
Wherefore your petitioners must humbly pray, that Your Majesty will not sanction the
contemplated modifications in the Tariff on wood goods, and Your Majesty’s petitioners, as-
* in duty bound, will ever pray. R U T

y

: (144‘Signati1ies.) ‘

R No.14.. '~ . No.l4.
(No. 66.) R D Lo " Mr. Secretary
Cory of a2 DespaTcu from the Right Honourable W. E. GLADSTONE to ~ Gladstone to
: B Governor the Earl Catacarr K.C.B. . Governor Earl |
3 Co R ‘ T o R L ‘ Cathcart, N ;
My Lord, . .~ Downing Street, 18 May 1846. = 18 May 1846.. .
-1 nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, No.40, of
the 28th of April, transmitting to.me a petition to Her Majesty from. certain
- merchants ‘and others, citizens of Quebec, praying that Her Majesty will not .
sanction the contemplated modification in the Tariff on wood goods. - .
I have laid this petition before. Her Majesty, who has been pleased to receive '
it graciously, but it has not been in my power to advise Her Majesty to assent
to its prayer, for the reasons which I shall proceed to state. .~ . - o

Her ‘Majesty has invited the Parliament to adopt the proposal to which .the
petition refers, -~ - T Co
‘The - House of Commons will enter to-night on the consideration of the
 Customs Duties Bill, in- which 'this proposal 1s included, at the advanced stage -
when the Bill is reported to the House from the Committee of the whole House,
‘immediately before the engrossment and third reading. At such a stage it
~would, I believe, be most unusual for the House of Commons to reverse the
' decision which it has given on the occasions afforded by the various earlier .
~ 'stages of the Bill, and by the preliminary Committee, which is required, with . =
" respect to all questions of trade, and in which they ordinarily undergo the most ' =
- searching examination. Thus, Her Majesty. having recommended to Parlia- :
ment a particular: course, has had no reason, in the reception which Parliament " -
has given to the recommendation, to adopt any alteration of it. L

- But T must not be understood as implying that this is the principal difficulty -
- which obstructs a compliance with the prayer of the petitioners ; there are others, .
“including some of a higher order :—First, Her Majesty’s Government do not . .

~ doubt the very high respectability of the petitioners, and would be disposed, on" -

- general grounds, to ‘attach great weight to their opinions; but Her Majesty’s.

~ Government have found themselves obliged, on 'a great variety of occasions, to .
. adopt and to adhere to proposals unacceptable to many of the parties imme-

. diately affected by them, notwithstanding their belief in the high integrity of =

- those parties, and their perfect freedom from any consciousness of an interest
~ that could warp the judgment; and Her Majesty’s Government cannot but -

observe on the present occasion, that they do not find any reason to'suppose,
- from the evidence before them, that the opinion of ‘the petitioners with tespect
- to the impending change in the timber duties, is shared by the. people of : -
- Canada at large, or by their representatives, who, on the contrary, appear-to '
“have evinced their intention to abandon reliance” upon the artificial advantages =~
- which protective laws may confer, and to place it upon the natural and perma- :
- nent guarantees afforded by the resources of  the province and the energy of its |

inhabitants. R T T T T T
: Her Majesty’s Government must seriously doubt whether, if the allegations - "
~ . of the petition were made good in their whole extent, with respect to the dis- . - =
- advantages ‘entailed’ upon Canada by her distance from 'this, country, by the -
- dangers of the St. Lawrence, the suspension of its- navigation during a. portion " .
. of the'year, and by the'inferior quality of Canadian timber, that circumstance
- would have the ‘effect of producing the conviction in this country that the .-
measure now under discussion should be either qualified or abandoned, inasmuch
- as it would' certainly show that the present system could only be continued ata - -
- very heavy cost to the nation. . = < .~ o0 ‘ SR

~ But Her Majesty’s Government dd’n‘yot‘sliai'é the. belief of ‘tlj’e petitidhéfs: in
the existence and in the force of these disadvantages. = They cannot. forget the:

U predictions,
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pr ednctlons, the conﬁdent, and, without doubt, sincere predxctlona of ruin which
. attended the progress of the measure of 1842, nor can they fail to contrast with !
those predictions the great subsequent extenswn, and the '1pparently ﬂouushmn' e
- condition of the trade at the present moment. . e
' With respect, indeed, to the disadvantage of dxstance, which undoubtedly e
~ affects the competition of Canadian timber with that of the Baltic, Her Majesty’s .
- Government have not failed to make what they deem to be a sufficient pro--:
vision, all things considered, for the charge which it entails, by proposing to-
retain a protectwe Duty of 15s. per load on. foxelrrn wood ; and inasmuch as
they can by no means admit that it is the proper office of commercial laws to
attempt .in general to'secure to places which are remote all the advantages .of
proximity, they trust the petitioners will recognize in the plan as it actually .
stands, ‘a proof of their great anxiety to give every just consideration to the - "
claims of the parties engwed in the trade, and to those of the colon), s0 far as o
its interests may be conceived to be affected-by the question. .~ -
- Her Majesty’s Government look forward to an active competmon, under the s
- law as it is proposed that it should stand, and a competition by no means un- .-
~ favourable to the timber and deals of Canada Nor is it competition alone which - -
Her Majesty’s. Government anticipate ; on the contrary, they conceive, as I -
have already had occasion to state to_your Lordship, that to no inconsiderable .
"extent, the consumption of Baltic timber is actually auxiliary to the demand for =
that of Canada, and therefore, that to this extent a measure which cheapens. the‘
first, is likely to cause positive improvement in the market for the last. =~
For these reasons, which I need not pursue into further detail, and for othere,.
to which I have thought it unnecessary on this occasion to refer, Her Majesty’s
Government have been unable to advise Her Majesty to assent to the prayer of‘ '
tne petmon transmltted to me by your Lor dshlp L

| ‘ Ihave, &c. o
‘ DT S (sxrrned) W E (JLADSTO\ZE




