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, . THE sccond series of the reports of farmers from England, Ireland, and Scotland, who -~
" visited Canada in the summer and autumn of last year, are now presented to the pub-
> lic, - They have been made by the following gentlemen, some of whom wore appointed -
as delegates by the farmers in their districts, while others, from their positions in the - - - .-
agricultural world, ave well qualified to speak upon so important a subject. * o
Mr. J. P. SurnpoN, Professor of .Agriculturs, Wilts and IHants Agricultural .
, College, Downton, Salisbury. . e e T R
.. Mg. Hyau McLean, Rbu, Tarbert, Avgyllshire, - © . 0, © . o .«
) Mr. .G EorGE CURTIS, Woodside, Silsden, Leeds. - - R T
i* Me. R. H. B. P. ANDERs0N, Listowel, County Kerry, Ireland.” ..
- Mzr. W. Cupirr, Bactori Abbey, North Walsham:. Norfolk, .- -
Mg. PerER IMEIE, Cawder-Cuilt, Maryhill, Lanavk., .~
v MR..J. Seagrow, Woodlands:Farm, Doynton, near Bath,
Mg, G. BropEerick, Hawes, ' Wensleydals, Yorks, - L
. MR Joux Sagar,Waddington, near Clitheroe, Lancashire. " -~
.- A paper has also-beencontributed by Mg. JaEs RIDDELL, who has been residing
t in Manitoba for four years, Extracts aré alsogiven from the report of 3 essis. CLARE
- Reap and ALBERT PELL, M.P., presented to Parliament in Augnst 1880—and from
“the Chapter of the ¢ Colonization Circular’ relating to Canada recently. issued by the
. Colonial Office. . R - e < e )
. Containing, as they do; much information upon the agricultural resources of Mani- . . -~ .~
- toba, the. North-West Territories, Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces of -
‘ Canada, and, the suitability of the country generally for the- settlement of British
agriculturists and others, these reports will doiibtless be read with interest by many,
- who, from various causes, are looking around- for fresh fields.in which their capital
and energy can be invested to advantage. . o ’ ’
" The following are the-classes recommiended to go to Canada: .
1. Tenant farmers, who have suflicient capital to cnable them to settle on farms;
" may be advised to go with safety, and with ihe certainty of doing well. The same
» remark will apply to any persons who, aithough not agriculturists, would be able {o
_ adapt themselves to agricultural pursuits, and -who. have sufficient. means to enable:
~ themn to take up farms. - < : ) . : ;
2. Prdduce farmers, and persons with capital secking investment.
3. Male and female farm labourers, and female domestic servants (t0 whom assisted
- passages are granted) and country mechanics. - . o e o
/Lhe classes who should be warned against emigration are females above the grade-
of servants, clerks, shopmen, and-persons having no particular trade or calling, and
unaccustomed to manual labour. To these Canada offers but little encouragement.
It is claimed that Canada offers advantages to steady hardworking men, unequalled
in any other country. In the first place, the cost of reaching there is less—a consideration -
{ .where a man has 2 Tamily and is not overburdened with cash. - The sea passage-is also
- shorter; and the settler remains a British subject, not requiring to change his nation-'
-ality before taking up®free grant of land, or acquiring. the right to record his vote.
Free grants of land, ranging from 100. to 200 acres, can be obtained in most of the . -
provinces, In Manitobaand the North-West Territories a settler canfobtain 160 acres
" free, and purchase another 160 acres at 2 nominal price and on very easy conditions, as
set forth in the Appendix. In ‘writing of this part of Canada, its rapid growth and
_development-must be mentioned. ."'The country was practically unknown ten years
" ago; now it possesses a city of 12,000 inhabitants (Winnipeg), besides mary smaller
towns,. The rizpi&oxgstrqcti_on of the Canadian Pacific Railway must undoubtedly
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Le of incaleulable, bencefts to the connbry, by opening ii up and giving employment {o a
large amount of labour. “Many other railways will doubtless be made in this vast
“territory as tho country becomes inhabited. y L
. - The climate is snitable for Englishmen, and the country produces all the ¢rops that
. arc raised in England, and many more. Tomitoes, mclons, grapes, peaches, -and .
_fruits ripen in the open air and grow to the greatest luxuriance, which is'a sufficient
answer o anything that may be said against {he climate. — )

Tt is unneéessary to speal in detail of -the various reports: they need 1o commient ;

¥
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- and i{,only remuains for persons who. ave thinking of Teaving England to scttle down in

© ' other countries, to place the advantages of Canada against the disadvantages, and form

.- their-own judgment as to its suitability for the soltlement of agriculturists, and those -
" _cngaged in the other industries that must follow in their wake, . .- ) ) '

EREN

~ % Theintroduction to last year’s issue is {iso printed, and the reports thercin referred §
o0 may be obtained from any-of the Government offices.” .. o . o
. . : . wo. . .
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INTRODUCTIO\T TO I‘IRST S“RILb OI‘ REPORTN,

PU]"LTSI;TD _.JARLY IN 18 20, |

.

- Tuz Hon. J. ‘H. Pope, the 1\l‘xmstm of Awnculbme of the. Government of Can'\d'v.

caused 2 number of delegates repre-enting tena.nt farmers in the United Kingdom to

' bo invited to visit the Domlmon i the autumn of 1879, for the purpose of ¢xamin-

ing its resources, and reporting on its suitability as a field for settlement,
In accordance with such invitation, the following delegates visited Canada :—

. "MR. BIGGAR, "The Grange, Dalbeattic, Kukcudbrmhtslmc
", Mz Gowzw, Mains of P‘uk Glenlucb, Wmtownshne :
Mz. GoxpoN, Comlongon M’um Anmm, Dumfnesshlte
- Me. EvrvIor, Hollyhush Galashiels.
Mr. Loc‘w, Legerwood, Earlston, Berwickshire. *
-Mr. SN0, Pnntaton Fountain Hall, Midlothian, .
Mr. Hurcm\sov onun’h'tm Castle, Pennth (,umbelland.
Mg. PEAT, Lees House, Sllloth Cumberland, R )
"' Me. IRVING, BO“nCSS-On-SOIW'Iy Carlisle. : o
. Mg. Jouxstoxg, Low Burnthwaite, near Carlisle. | o
. Mr. WILKEN, Waterside of F01beb, Abeldceushuo
. * Mr. BrucE, Abeldeenshne. i ) L
Mg, WALLACE, Nlthsda.le .o -
Mr. WELsH, Eskdale. .~ B .
These frcntlemen were, in the first place, clearly informed. it ivas of a1l things, dc-

',sued that their own judgnent, should be {frecly cxercised and entirely unfcttercd H

and thiat it was simply desived to obtain from .them the result of their own pelsonal ‘

. obscrvations, as well with respect to drawbacks -as adyantages, to shade as well as -

brightness. But it may be added that even this: injunetion was unnecessmy for men -

of the character of those who were ooui to Canada and, their conshtuents do not .

reqlure to be informed of it. .
The motive for thus 1mru‘,mtr delcfrates and aﬁox ding them f‘ICIhtleS to see everv ‘

: pm:t and proyince of the Dommxon in so far as pmctxc.tble within the limit of time ab

- their disposal, was tq obtain teshmony as respects the objecis stated, which should not

be opex to the kind of question® that might attach toany sta.tementb whatever coming -

o from Canada, no matter on what a.uthonty tbey might be made.

. The 1ep01ts now' published have been made by the delegates to their respcuhve '
constltuents and have been"handed to Mr. John Lowe, the Sccxetar) of the Depart-

. mentof Agmculture of the Government of Canada, who has visited this couniry for .-

- the purpose of receiving ahd publishing them. ThlS has ouly been done after careful
‘revision by the dele frnte responsible for each. ~

The reporfs of two gentlemen who did not visit the Dommlon as dclerrates ,namely, "

“Mr. John Maxwell, of Carlisle; and Mr. Chambrég, from the County Tyrone;in Itela.nd

)

"~ but who 'Lccompamed pacties of the delcvates as sxmple observers, are a.ppended to

this publication. . .
Tt is not thongbt neeessa 1y 1o make in this place any attempb to summnm&e the

o ) . . g “\

o
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reports of the delegates, as they will be read with very great and special interest by’
many in the United Kingdom. It may, however, be generally stated that.those who -
went to Manitoba and contiguous parts of -the adjoining territory, found the land to
be of extraordinary richness, and speeially adapted to the growth of wheat ; while in
the older provinces of the Dominion they found the conditions of mixed farming very
much the same as in the United Kingdom. .One of the delegates, Mr. Elliot, stated
that, in the-parts of the Dominion he vistted, he did not find that cattle required to be
" housed longer than in Scotland. "o C oo .
" Several of the delegates réfer to the question why farmsmay be bought in the older-
provinces, and why the land.is so cheap.. Inso far as respects price, ir: the last-named
‘portion of the Dominion, .it is to be obscrved that the value of occupied land in the
older parts of a new countny like ‘Canada must necessarily, to 'a great extent, be .
- governed—first, by the cost of clearing new . fovest land in the wooded parts; and, .
‘second, by the facility with whicl prairie land can be obtained free, th the extent of
"160 acres, on the simple condition of continuous settlement for-three years. It must
. be plain to all' men' that the fact of vast areas being open to settlement on such con-
... ditions will largely affect prices of occupied land a few hundred miles distant, to, which "
there'is connection bgth by water and rail. . ¢ ' ’

2T
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_.___ + A fact to: be remarked is that the farmer who migrates from ‘the British Islands -
©. 7 to any part-of-Ganadadbes not change his flagi nor does he, except to very slight
R degree, change his mode of life or his companionship. He goes among his own people, ;
to conditions of life and- society the. same as those he leaves behind: Hé is not
" obliged to swear—before he.can exércise the rights of citizenship, or in some States
hold land-—that he ‘ renounces for ever all allegiance and fidelicy’ to his Sovereign and -
. the land of his birth, : . C L C o .
The_ farmer who migrates from these Islands, moreover, has the satisfaction of -
. fecling that he is assisting to build up a great British Empiré, having for its seat the
* . ‘northern half of the Continent of North America, occupying a space ‘as large as the -
whole of Europe, and containing agricultural; mineral, and commercial resources to be
developed-in the immediate future of almost illimitable extent ; and, as thé reports .
of the delegates will show, certainly. beyond popular conception in this country.
The public.lands of Manitoba, Kecwatin, and the North-West Territory are in the . -
hands of the Dominion Government ; and those of the-older Provinces, in the hands ~
- of the Provincial Governments.. ' The regulatiohs, as respects the Dominion lands, -
stating the conditions on which homesteads are given to settlers, and the priceiat‘

.

cn e g e

~—amme e

_ which other lands are sold, including the railway lands, are appended to this publica- -
tion. " Any further particulars on any point may be oblained by correspondence with
a-Government agent. * . | . o C .
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Sarve from I;iver'pool in the Allan steamsh'ip"PZ‘}-uz;ian on.the 12th day of Au{.éus(; iast, .

) ! ’ . E ‘ . , - .’\'.~ V.‘ . ’ R . e R
THE 'REPORT OF MR.J. P. SHELDON,
Professor of A g)'iqzc‘lmre at tké Wilis Qnd Han&é 4 gricultural C;qlle;rjc, Downton,, Salis‘bw::v/. 5

1

INTRODTCTORY. - Pl

~-

landed in'‘Quebee on the- 21st of the samé& month.- I then procecded by way.of Montreal to

" Ottawa, steaming up the Ottawa river; I afterwards  went to Toronto, and from’ thence, by.

way of the Grreat Lakes, to Manitoba, which was the extent of my journey westwards. Return-

" ing eastwards, I spent a considerable time in the Province of Ouatario, leaving it.at last relue- . -
. tantly. I then proceeded to.the Provinces of Queber, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Idland.,

and Nova Scotia, and my impressions of each of these will be found later on in this report,
Huving spent exactly ten weeks in the country, I sailed frqm Quebec on the 30th of October,

_and arrived in Liverpool on the Sth day of November. . -

On tliis occasion I took passage on the Allan mail bodt Moravian, and I may now take the . .
opportunity. of expressing a high opinion of the great care and skill with which these-vessels
are navigated, the comnfortable and elegant manner in which: they are fitted up, the sattention
which the passengers get from the stewards, the courtesy which they never fail to receive from
‘the officers of the vessels, and of the general cleanliness, neatuess, and erde> which reign every-
where on’board, R o S L

Going out on the Peruvian we had a large number of emigriats assteerage.and intermediate
passengers; and through the courtesy of Captain Smith, who personally-conducted me over

" the ship, being clearly familiar with every detail of its management, I was enabled to inspect *
_the emigrants’ quarters. T wish here to bear testimony to the ‘cleanliness and airiness of tho .
- sleeping rooms, to the excellent quality of the food supplied, and fo the order, neatness, and
. discipline which prevailed throughout. To cross the great Atlantic 'in these boats is, in fact,
“a much easier, simpler, and pleasanter thing than people think; and if it really is the case that

many persons,’ particularly females, are deterred from going-to Canads on account of the . .

* voyage, I may here aay that there.is really nothing formidable in it at all. - After a sefe and .

- rapid voyage,.emigrants and settlers in her Majesty’s Canadian Territory will meet 'with exery

- =S

atfention, and receive the most ample instructions, from the. afents of the-Douiinion Govern-
‘ment, who are stutioned at every necessary place for the purpose of giving assistance to those’
i ” s !

- who need 1t. .

S e " o -
It must be understood that I can only give in this report the unfinished opinions which . -

.. may reasonably be expected to come of s tour far oo limited in fine. Opuivns, in fact, I

shall scarcely venture to give'at all, except on certain points. on which my inforination may be -

- regarded as sufficiently definite ; for the most part I shall -confine myself to impressions, sug-
. gesting rather than drawing inferences. .Many of the conditions which bear on thé agriculture

" of Canada’are so essentially different’ from those which “prevail 'in the mother country, that

7

* dogmatism on the part of a mére traveller would ensily develop into egotism ; T shall therefore

R _T0

=

mainly confine myself to descriptions of what-I saw,-and 'to recital of what I heard. -

Itis to be feared that some writers on the agriculture-of Canads, who were travellers and
not agriculturists, have fallen into the error of expressing opinions of a too definite character;
and were it not that I amn a firmer by eafly training, and by subsequent experience until now, ~

- 1 should feel diffident at exprossing even my impressions of the various Provinces through which

A passed, of the differcnt soils I'inspected, and of the diversified systems of husbandry which

- came under my nctice. I made it my business, however, throughout the journey, to zee as .-
- much as possible with my own eyes, and, to obtuin. the most reliable information within my

-reach ; it is therefore competent for me to draw a picture-which, if erring in any patticular, 2

- will err unintentionally. - )

The Dominion Grovernment, and the Provincial Legislatures, as well as the agents of the -
Dominion and private individuals alinost everywhere, affurded me every possible fucility to see’
the various scctions of fhe country as thoroughly as circumstances aduwitted, and I found no,

. . - "
v . N . - . ’
. . . N . -
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means lacking or wfthhdd of ascertainingalike thé‘n&v:int_agcs' :md,di’swd%dﬁia,qos of the country - /% -

a8 o field for the energics and capabilities of OId Country famiers, It is, in' fact; ensier by far
for-a stranger to obtain information in' Canads than in Xnglaid or Treland, for the people aro
nuch more communicative, and they spire no pains to. gwq‘,ample opportunity for one travely
ling as I'did to inspeet their farms and stock, and the various details’of their practice. My
tour thirongh Cpnada has been a singularly pleasant one—made-so by the untiring kindness of
‘the people ; and iuteresting; on account of the many striking and beautiful ‘scencs w]uplox the
country affords, ST g RO - a

# .. miwrosh. L .

A journey fo Manitoha by way of the great Lakes Ifwuran and Suncview s full 6f infevest.
The scenery in many pts is bénutiful; In some 16798 even grand and msje~tie. * Lhe various
" parts touched at in Georgian Bay presens in some eases scenes of -commerzial aclivify beyond
what I had expected to find. At Collingwood, for instance, and Owen Sound, ‘there are sub-
stantinl and thriving towns, with wellzbuilt hotely, hiouses, stores,”and public institutions, and:
the country sround and behind them is being rapidly elenred and brought into cultivation. A&
Owen Sound I 'had.a very pleasant.drive .of ten or a dozen miles bark intothe country with
Mr. Keogh, who, withmurked kindness, hitched up his. {cam " to enable me to-muke the-best
use of the couple of hours which were gt my disposal before the boat started again. " We saw
_many farms on the way, most of which had a progressive air about them ; there were also™
" 7Tgevicral fine orchards with excellent pluins and apples, espreially the latter, proving that fruit
' can be easily and profilably raised midway tetween the'd fth'and 45th paraliels. | R
Pussing along the northern coast of Lake Superior, 1 xaw sonie magnificent seenery, chiefly ™ -
in Thunder Bay aud in the Fort William district, “Ihe Inst-mentioned place is at present the
* Eastern torminus of the Canadian Pacific: Railway, o read which is being-rgpidly built, and
which will in'due time open up the illimitable respurces of the North-West Territory. 'This
voad, in fact, is neccssary to the colonisation. of the North-West. Until it is built, indeed, .
and until there is a Canadiun canal at_.the. Sault Ste. Mavie, the produce of the North-West
cannot be forwarded to Europo without passing through United States’ territory, unless, indeed
the Hudson’s Bay route can be made practicable. * - . o
- The Province of Manitoba, so far as I saw if, is, as a yule; flat, wanting in frees, and, con-.
.sequently, somewhat dreary-looking ; but in many parts theland is of stiiking richuess. I was |
up therein time to see the latter part of the harvesting, and I was certainly struck:with'the oy
excellent crops of wheat and oats which were ‘grown with-the erudest cultivation. - E
31
i
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On the day after my arvival, September 3rd, Tsaw a new string-binder at work in o erop of “f
‘wheat in the Kildonan seitlement, near Winnipeg ; -ib was ‘a:very nice-even erop, and would
average, eay, 25 bushels per’ acre of grain, whose quality was very good; the wheat'was the -,
* Scotch Fife’ variety, not aheavy-headed kind, bub-it-was a nice even crop, the straw rather
short and weak, but clear and bright, and the gain was plunp, well-fed, bright, and fit for -
the mill at onco.” This erop was sown on the ‘22ud of May, on first prairic sod—that is, on
prairie land just then ploughed up for the first time—and as such-sod is very tongh at-first, it °
" may be imagined that-the surface. of the field wais rough, and that the sced bad been imperfectly -
covered ; yet the seed was sown and the-crop dead ripe within -a,_peried of 15 weeks, It is,
however, no uncommon thing for wheat to ke twice in the bag within 90 days—that is, sotvn, -
harvested, and thrashed within that period.. I saw al-o a crop of oats whicl was sown at in-
tervals, as the land was ploughed, from the 7th to the 17th of June'; the oats were the blick ™
tartarian varicty, and-though mot ripe when 1 saw i, T should sry the erop would reach 45 v
busliels per acre. It was g strong, well-headed erop, and the cats promised to be a good.
. tample. This crop, too, was on firet prairie sod, on a fiirm belonging to Mr. Ross, of Wiuni» *
- peg, but some ten or twelve.miles away from theeily, - L
o Land increases rapidly in value near to the -city.” For this selfsame farm Mr, Ross prid
" - 867 dollars; now he wants 3,000 dollars for it,. It.is 240 acres in extent, and the owner bas pub -
up a'small house and a building or.two on it, besides breaking up about half of the lana, -
o The soil of Minitoba is a purely vegetable lonm, blavk ss ink, and full of organic maller, *
" in'some placcs many feet thick, nnd resting on- the, alluvial drifs of the Red and Assiniboine '
Rivers, "It is of course extremely rich im the chief elemeiits of plant-fgod, and: cannot easily
be exhausted ; the farmers know this, so they take all they can_ out of it in the shortest P03
sible time, and retura nothing whatever to it in the form of manure. By turning up an iuch
or two of fresh soilnow and again, the fertility of (he surface is rénewed, and the sime exhause
tive system of growing wheat, year by year, may be-pursued for a long period with impunity.
It is true, in fact, that for several of the first years, at all events, manuring the soil would -do
much more harm than good'; and, uitil an Act was passed o prevent it, the farmers were ‘i’
= the habit of getting their litter and manure out of-the way.by sleighing it out on the ice'of 1o -
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frozen rvivers in'winlew, £ be earried away somewhere, when sphiuglive and the floods eame,
sid the iee broke up ; now they leuvo it to rot.in. heaps owtside the stables, and find it an - -
eusier-task to remove the stable'rathor then the manuve, when the latter becomes unpleasantly
lentiful. =~ @ . . o S N
y In course of time it is probable that the manure will need to bc\pub to its legitimato use of -
.improving an exhaysted soil, or main{aining the fertility of 3 rich one. At a still later period

- the operation ot subsoiling will. bring. up new earth fiom bélow, and there does not appear to
be any probability that the better soils of the provines will ever become sterile, providing that - -
the farmers make use of the means-they will always have at hand for keeping them up to the .
-mark, - At present, hoivever, these rich wheat soils do not nced improving ; thiey arerich enough -

. for years to come, and in soine cases too rich for the weilare of the erop y niuch of the straw,
therefore, is valucless, and really o cwmber to the jarmer. In the State of Minnesota I saw. . .
large quantitics of it burnt to get rid of it, T R : L T

The godd praivie soils are khown by the dwarf wild-rose and the wolf-willoy

j v growing -on
~them winle still iu a state of nature ; at all events, the Iand. is at oneo denoted good where theso

+ plants are féund, thoeugh'itis protiable that theré is good Jand on which they areviob found. But -

" there is & deal of inferior soil i the Provinca'in places 3 (his is chielly alkaliue soil, on which:
nothiig that is prefiible will grow in its present conditions in many places, too, ‘the water

- i3 alkaline. Yet there is plenty of good witer to be got in most places by baring, for it, aud-in .

- somie instances a clear pure spring has been struek a very-few feet below the surfuce. -7 o
. It must'not be supposed that the soil of Manitoba is fit. only £ wheat and oate.. The wild
. grasses, it is trug ave very comse in chivacter; anglthere aré many weeds and worthless plants
amongthe, yet catide Jourish on thése immense plaing of praivie grass. ‘The “praicic meadows™

- gre generally damp lands, situated near the swamps. ¢ River-lots® often streteh four miles

_back, and arc 6, 9. or 12 chains- wide, as tii¢ case may be; G chains at thas length enclose 200

" acres. | The Provinea is not adapted.to grow.maize ; it is too far nokth for that, but it will grow
- «gavden vegetables very well, and turnips mid pot:toss, beans and peas, in the fields with completo

- suecess, while such” “ tame” grisses as timothiyand the ryc, grasses; and also red and white. -
clover, grow satisfactorily on lund that is at oll decentiy cultivated, ot oo
* Outaide the city of Winnipeg I saw alarge market-garden, run by & Yorkshireman named -

. Longbottom, in'which very large eropd-of orilons, potatoes, cavrots, peas, beans, tomatoes, celery,
snd a hundred other things, were grown in a rough and ready sort of way, but very profitably ;

» there is a good-market in Winnipeg for all kinds of garden siuff, and tho earlicst sovls come
matd-very high prices, so that our Yorkshire friend, as L was told on the best authority, is’
reaping arich reward of his skill and indystry. LT : . .

== I was much surprised to find among the Manitoban farmers one of my old Civencester pupils,
IIc huid bought afurm of some 400 acresa few miles west of Winnipeg, paying, as was thought, .
the cxiravagunt price of 20 dollyrs (£1).an acre.. Ie declared, howeyer, to.me that he lind -
the best farm in the locality, -which may bo taken as evidence of his being satisfed with it ;
and he was growing-crops of turnips, potutoes, ouats, ete., which were alrendy o theme of con-
~ersation in the Proviuce 3 this wus done by better cultivation -than thoe land of Manitoba is -

“usged to, and it is clear that the soil will'produce almost any kind of crop'in a very gatisfuctory
way, providing it is properly attended to. - Anel yeb, how can wo expeet the rank’ and file of
furriers to cultivate thée soil carefully in'a countey which hassuch a superb abuudance of mag- -
nilicent land still unoccupied ?. In time, no doubt; bétter farming wiil prevail,.and I hope my
old pupil will,set an exawple which will be worth extensive imitation ; but at present land is
\tsqo rihca‘p and- plentiful to admit of microscopic: cultivatiow es we lwvo it in Bnglund apd -

cotland, - " ' . . TS, - ' -
" The' chief drawbacks in Maniteba, in the estimation of an Englishman,.are these: Bad

_roads, bad water in imany parts, the alwost. utber absence of trees cxeept on the rivers’ banks,
the flatness of the country, and the long and severe winicr., | (And these remarks apply with -

. even gieater foree .to- large tracts of .country I have seen in the north-western portion of the = |
United Stutes.) Nodoubt the roadsin time will be improved, though road-metal is yery scarco’; -
good water will bé obtained in most purts of the country by-boring for it ; this, indeed, is already
-being done ; trees will be planted-to beeak the monotbuy of the scene, and, so far as. the winters
are conceined, I am assured ‘by thiose whose teslimony is wortliy of all trust, that though the
mereury may go to 30° below, zero, yet the cold is not intolerable, but rather pleasant and
bracing, because tke airisdry.. The flat,low-lying land in the vicinity of Winnipeg has hitherto
been much Hooded'in spring-time, but an extensive and well-executed system of large open .
drains, -which is now being carried out at the cost of the Government, will greatly diwinish the
evi), if not éntirely remove it. There are.other districts npeding simitar treatment, and, as the ;
Iand i8 of excellent quality, they will receive attention in due time. R

" In the city of Winnipeg every Lousehold and personal requisite can be bought at not ui-

. 'reasonable rates; and, sbovo all, agricultural'tools and wachiiery of a. character superior to the

L gc‘x}crgl.run'of such things in England-are everywhere abundant, - It is, in fuct, one of the sights

.
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most suggestive of reflection; to notice at 4he railway stations here and there, and at ‘the deplers® ™ .«
stores, abundunt pupplics of labour-saving implements and-machinery, which are’ cheaper,. .-
handier, and better made than many English goods. The cost of living s not very high })ccf,'
by the side, in winter is about 7 cents'a 1b., beefsteaks in’summer 15 cents, outton In winter
about 12 cents, and butter about 23 cents the year ¥ound, Xggs in winter are 35 cents.a’. -
dozen. - . Co . - N o

" The great featurcs of Manitoba are: Land of excellent.quality, véry low in price, and in
great abundance, and & climate which brings to perfection in a short time, all kinds of e.ltivated
crops. ‘The value of land is 1 dollar (4s.) t6 10 dollars (£2) an acve, away in the country; while

. mear the city, in some cases, it is still higher. Out in the North-West Territory, however, the
finest land can be bought at a dollar or less per acre, and actual settlers can obtain free grantsof . -
160 acres for each adult, with a_pre-emption right to 160 more on payment of a“no;x}jqul'éum_tp._ -
‘Government. I cannot, however, recommend English farmers of middle age' to go there to' .7
settle; because they are entirely unsuited to pioneer life, and would -havé much-to unlearn befors . -
they could learn the ways of the country.; but-young men-with small-capital and strong liearts
and willing hande, even though they have been reared amidst thé éomforts of ari English home, .
are sure to prosper in the new territory, providing they arc steady and industrious, - Being - -

. young, they are not too closely wedded to-certain habits of life, and they would the more gnslly\.
habituate themselves to the. new conditions which théy would.encounter. in the new country.} .
But whoever muy go to Manitoba from the Old Country, will do well'to have a-good look round-i . .
before buying land, and, if possible, ‘to pass a few weeks on-a farm here and shere, with o view 7.

- ..of wat¢hing the processes on.which ‘husbandry ‘is “condu¢fed ‘in tho North-West; and 4 man \
with a small capital and no.encumbranees would do well jto hire himself oib to a farmer for-a,
year or two before Iucating himself on land of his own.: " Land“may.be rented in"Munitoba, and
‘Probu‘bly it would be'a wise thing for an English furmer.to rent a farm for'a year or two, until -}

\e fins learnt the- country and the country’s ways,-and he will then-be-the better able to sclect !
the right sort of Jand for hims¢lf, . Lund may be reuted’as follows : the landloid-provides the : |

- "land and half the seed-; the tenant the labour, implenients, horses, and half the seed ; the land.:
lord receives one-third, and the tenant keeps. two-thirds of the-produce for his share of the-."
business. -Mr. Muckeunzié, of . Burnside, onc of the lnrgesta\nd*’most__ﬁ'gﬁpérous farmers ‘in
_Canada, lets off some of his land in the Portage la Prairie on these-terms, ™ 5 T~}

T

- ONTARIO.

Of the southern part of this Province I cannot. speak in terme other-than of -warm.praise. =
“Grenerally speaking, this favoured postion of the Province Las a rolling, and, in somo parts, = -
almost a hilly surface; ,in certain localities, as that of Humilton, for instance, tho ‘surface-is. = -
much broken and almost precipitous. here and, there, but as a rule:the great bulk of the lavd in"
this part of the Province, with the exception of rocky or swampy districts, is ‘easily cultivabla--- -
" when it is cleared of tinber and the roots “are -pulled out.-- Thirty or forty years ago, Ontario
wust have been.a Very heavily-wooded district, and- the labour.of clearing the hundreds and
thousands of beautiful farms must bave-been prodigious; in.the district to which these remarks
- more specially vefer, the work of clenring is for the must part done, but-there - are still-many ="~
extensive tracts of tiimber-land here and tliere, aiid must_of thie farms huve a shwlléror greater
" proportion of uncivered land oh them. This land .is kept to-grow wood forfeucing .and for -
© o fuel. - - R L. T el T e
"~ This portion of Ontario may be regarded fis the_gnrden-6f.the Dominion—literally-as wéll-as
. - figuratively’the garden—for'it is there that apples, pears, grapes, peaches, melons, and the like, .-
, . grow in the.greatest profusion, and with the- least trouible-on. the purt of the farmer. :Every - -
", farm has its orchiard, and it is purely the farmer’s fault if the.orchard is-not. an’excellent one, :
. for the climateé and the soil are clearly-all that can be desired, and the trées-will do their-share - -
" _-of the'work provided the right sorts are planted:- Itis usual to plant out-peach and apple-trees
" _-olternately and inTows in a new orchard, and the apple-trees ate at a distance apart which will ...
7 beright when they are full-grown-;-this,is done because the peach-trees come’ to maturity first,” ~
- and have'done bearing before the apple-trées reguire-all the room ; the peach-trees arethencut
" down’and the apple-trees occupy.all the room. “These-trees are planted in rows at right angles,
- 8o that thero'isa clear passage between them whichever way, welook, and the land can be freely. -
" culfivated among them; it is; in fact, usual to také crops-of wheat, or oats, or maize, from the -.
.land during the time the trees are yoting, and wc often see fine crops of golden, grain overtopped
. by noble” young trees lader with fruit. A farmer. ihay'not,.of -course, look to fruit alone to
. . grow rich on, but he often nets a nice.roll of dollars out of it;- and, to say the -least, it is con- -
. ducive to happiness to be well supplied with fruit,'while to-live in.a climate and on a soil that. .-
... will produce it abundantly i.slways desirable. " --. . . oo L o s
-+ There are-many kinds of soil.in this part of the Province, most of which are fertile and easy -
- B S - . - - . A A
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fo culiivate, . The most common goils are loams of one kind or another, comprising all the
. Yarieties included in the terms ¢ sandy’ and fclay’ loams ; then there aro light soils of various
" kinds, clays, and marsh soils, most of them more or less impregnated with _organic matter,
. "Many of these soils—I speak now of faring that have been long under cultivation—were at first,
" well adupted to the growth of wheat, but it appears that in miany. places wheat has been grown-
* o repentedly on the land, that it will no longer produge the-crops of it that wete formerly easy
._to obthin. - The fact is, this one' crop has been ‘grown 8o very often that the land has become
deficient in the elements necessary to it ;; the same land will, however, grow very good crops of
+.other kinds—roots, clover, barley, peas, oats, and-the Like, while in'some parts profitable crops
of Indidn corn are grown ; the lutter, howéver, is also’an exhatsting crop, even more com-
-~ pletely so than wheat, but not so quickly, and can only be grown to_ profit on a rich soil and a

" hot elimate. The differcnce between the two crops is. this: wheat, exhausts s soil of certain .

elements, ledving the rest comparatively untouched ; bt :maize is'a generally exhausting crop,.

- ; Jesa dépendent on special elements, but feeding, as'it were,-on all alike ; and-so it follows that

" /itican bo grown for a longer time before the-land shows signs of exhaustion, which ‘at laat is so

*thorough that fertility is restored with great difficulty.. There is, however, a great deal of good

- ‘wheat-lend: in.Ontario; and much more of it to be cleared, - The partially-exhausted land, too,
. will'.come round agnin, and will grow wheat profitably gs before, but it is only good farming -

- that'will bring this'ubout. ‘The'farmers of Ontario declare that they would hardly have known

~-~+what to do"with their land if it were not for.cheesemaking, and particularly for the new cattle

" and béef trade with, England.”” Wheat, . wheat, nothing but wheat as & paying crop, was simply
‘exhausting the land, returning nothing t6 it; ‘cattle-rajsing puid poorly, becanse the demand :
was linited ; and cheesemaking “could-only be “profitably carried on in the districts suitable to .
~." it "But the. demand arising in the-Old Countyy for 'beef, and _the improved means of trans- -

- ‘portation ovér-the sen, have provided a-new,and. profituble opening towards which the energies -

of the farmers are being dirécted. - Lhe raising of stock suituble to the English market is now a -~

~~ leading and profitable branch in-this part-of the Dominion, and it is encouraging to the cultivas

. tion of root and greefi erops,.of clovér, timothy, and otlier forige crops, of green corn, etc., for

i

-eoiling, . The growth and consumption of. thése -crops, indeed, is the very practice that was- .. .

~niceded to restore fertility to soils which had been injured_by over-cropping with wheat. - -But .
+;numbeys 6f the Ontario farmers seem to bé so wedded: to wheat-raising, that rather than go

extensively into stock-raising-and fattening, and the growth of -various rotation crops, more
~=-after the English and Scoteh models, they-prefer to sell out and go to Manitoba and-the North.
—-West, aterritory which is par ecellencea wheat country,-and which must'soon become, perhaps,
- - the gredtest-granary in the world. “They are the more inclined in this direction because they.

can sell their Ontario farms at'40 to 100.dollars an acre, and can buy virgin soil in the North. ;-

- A
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~~West at 1'to 10 dollirs. -~ By an exchangs of thiis nature_they can easily establish their childven -

‘in-separatéfarms, a thing but. few.of them -could hope to do'in Ontario, whete land is coms -
. paxatively high; -They have-also the spirit of. restlessness which -permeates the Americans as
" wellbut which is séarcely known 'in"England. Lo - T
.. Setting sun, and the-Americans themselves wére never more.crazed about the West than are the -
- Canndians of ‘to-day about their Manitoba-and North-West Territory. Théy treat their land’
=+ 08 & parcel of schoolboys tréatan orchard of apples into-which.they are suddenly.let loose™: they -
- :~-rush about from.one place to another, plucking an apple here and there, having a nip.at it, and
%, -ithrowing-it.down, only to repeat:the process-ut every tree they come to, thinking in this-way, -

“Lhese.various influences-are causing numbers” of -farmexs. to migrate in.the airectiqn of the .

§:-to tind the-best fruit'in the.orchard.” 'So it is with the Canadian and American farmer of the -

\

sible fiffe, ‘and ‘he <quits-it for another, as” his fancy suggests. It is of second or third-rate
importance.to him, for he- éan buy.land on the Western_prairies at o less cost .thau. that -of
_putting the'first ‘¢rop-into it ; ‘and the aifection with which an Englishman regards his farm,
- and-the-Home of his, childhood; isa factor at present almost-unknown in the :social life of our -

"- friends-acrass_the-Atlastic;

~

" West, . His farm is-& mere machine, out of which he gets.all the work he can in the least pos- - -

—_;__In time this will change in Canada, and in E‘ngclzii:‘(:l'—‘tl.ne' old. ties ar;{ﬁpiillyjivenkeﬁing. . 2

- It 5 well,-or, rather, would ‘e well, if English landlords would fiote this change of feeling;
—thi8 loosening of the-Old-World sentiment, this infiltration of new ideas which are surely, and
. ‘ot slowly, permeating the rank and file of British farmers. Steam has made the whole world

. - possible market’ for the products of any single portion of it, and,.along with education,is

- making the people everywhere cosmopolitan in thought and feeling. To him who travels these - -

. without delay. " - .. Lo S R - e e e

- As'x dairying country some portions of both Western and Eastern  Ontario, are clearly well

. @dupted. " The chief-want of the country in' this-connectionis that of streams, and springs,
. and-ranning brooks ; the smaller strcams,-in fact, ate either less numerous than they wero

" °: before the forests were eut away, or they are dry at tho.time when thev are most wanted. But

.~ things are clear, and ‘T repeat that it would be-well if those in-power would recognise-them . -
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the Belleville district, in Eastern Ontario, where there is indeed a great deal of excellent land,
and-the Ingersoll and Stratford districts, in” the western portion of the Province, with ‘many’
" .others here and there, are producing excellent .cheese in the factopies, It would appear, in
» ' fact, that wherever water for stock is availuble, dairy-farming in Ontarie may:-be' made.a
profitable business.., The lack of water on some of the farms could without much difficuity, T.
. should say, be made up by providing it in artificial meres,and ponds, a practice which is common
in many parts of England.. ‘The Canadian farmers, as a rule, are-alert on questions which affect
their intercsts, though less so than the Awericans are, and that this Water quest:on, all..
important ag it is to ‘dsiry-farming and stock-raisihg, will in due time receive the attention it
demands, is, T think, a point' which may safely ‘be predicted. co - T
"-. The¢ Canadian dairy-furmer has several important adiantages over kis English contemporary, - ;
not the smallest of which is this: he can grow, at a very moderate cost, very larze crops o
- - forage for-winter use ; clovers.and timothy flourish well on most soils.in Ontario, and I should
say that rye-grasses would also, though I did not find they were much employed, if ‘at all, in

the growtir of ferage; I think they might.be used to advantage. It is also clear, from what I - h

" saw in many places, that lie"can raise. abundant erops of swedes' and. mangels, and very good .
- oucs of carrots, parsnips, and the like, Here then, dfter the quéstion of -water, are the first’
requisites for successful dairy-farming. - A rotation.of- crops-is just the system fo re-invigorate
the older soils of Ontario, which have been over-cropped with wheat, and rotations Wwork well .
in dairy-farming. "It is true that good natural pastures ave scarce in the Province, if indeed
.+ there are any at all which deserve thename fiom an Englishman’s point of view (the best grass-
land I’ saw'i-Ontario was in’ the weighbourhood of London, sud on the way to Hamilton),; but,
»  as I have said, clovers, ete., grow well, and they will answer capitully for pastures for a-year or .
two, o regular succession of thém being provided, and it is a shnple matter'to produce alarge
supply of green corn—that is, maize cut before it comes to maturity —for soiling Tn summer
‘wlien the pastures run out.” - - - ° st R . o
.-+ 'The rotations may be as follows : 1. “Wheat or oats; 2. Roots and green crops for soiling ;
- 8. Oats or barley, seeded down with arlificial gras-es; 4, 5, und, it advisable, 6,Grass for.
forare and pastures. Lhese rotations admit of endloess variation, and in a country where no

fossilised restrictions as to cropping exist, ns they do in England, the farmer can'always grow -

"the crops that suit his purpose best. The practice at Bow Park is to sow western corn, which.
; is a luxuriant gropper, thickly, in-drills of eighteen or twenty inches wide; in this way the
-8pace between the drills is cusily horse-hoed, until the"cort is a_foot or more high ;. the corn
grows rapidly, and cffectually siothers the weeds'and wild grasses which grow vigorously inso
forcipg a climate. In Canada, as in England, the axiom #s frue that.nothing cleans the soil of .
) weeds so efectually as 3 heavy cultivated erop of some kindLor-other. ~If 'all thewestern corn
.~ is not wanted for soiling, the balance is cuf and stocked while the le:f is stili green, and the,
grain in the milk, andl it is left out in the fields, andifetehed in as it 5 wanted in winter; in
- this way it makes very good forage, and the stulks, leaves;and cars ,a.h‘,éGIl pasSed through the °
chaff-cutter, and all consumed by the stock. - A similar system ‘may be followed with almost
. any other kind of eoiling erop—that is, meking into forage for winter thai -portion of it"which
is not wanted for soiling. " -~ .| S ‘ ’
- Asin‘the United States so in €andda, chéesc-inaking has had more atiention than butter- -
making, more skill and investization have been applicd fo it, and cheese is consequently ahiead
~ __.of butter in average -quality,- It is, however, probable that the cliziate nnd soil are better
adapted for the former than the latter; a moist, cool climate, and a natnral hevbage full of
delicaté and-sucenlent grasses, appenr to be best suited for butter-making: still, it is true that
in France, for instance, excellent butfer is made where the lund is almost wholly under drable
cultivation, and the ‘cattle are almest entirely fed on artificial grasses, ete. ; and again, a hot
climate induces excessive respiratiorzin cows as in -other animals, and, where this is, there is a
larger expenditure of fat from ‘the tissues, and a smaller supply of it to the milk-glands. Be
~» -lhis as it may, howe¥er, the cheese of -Canada-in many cases is.very good, while the butter is
: . scarcely of more than second-clags quality ;. but it cannot, at the same tine, be denied that the
; " present high quality -of -the chiecse is owing to the adoption of factories some twelve or fifteen
) © years ago. - N . . . ' . T
v 7 . \'I.'heg same thing indeed may be said of the United States, whose cheese—sgome of it of high -
average quality, while some will rank as frst-class anywhere—was of a very inferior character
before Jesse Williams established the first cheese-factory mear Rome, in the State of New York,
It may be.mentioned here that'at-the Iate International Dairy Fair in New York, the-highest
. prémium was carried off by Canadian-cheese. | Cheese-fuctories'arealready numerous in Canada,
while creaimeries, on a ccrresponding system for butier-making, are a2 yet few and far between ; -
end so it follows that cheese is a centralised. and butter au isolated mianufacture, the one
receiving collective and the other individial study asd attention. Thies it is thag cheese-making
L. is belter understood, dlike in its principles and practices, than is the case in the sister industry. -
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would be haid to-beat in Ireland, and harder still in our London dairy-shows. . . - .

Thé most convenicntly-arranged and best-equipped ¢heese-factory I saw in Canada belongs
to Mr, Ballantyne, M.P.P.; it'1s known as the Tavistock factory, and is situated a few miles
from Stratford, The milk received daily, at the time of my visit, was about 17,000 Ib. from

'T must, however, not omit to say’ th,ntyI have tasted .several samples of butter. in Canada that
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- nearly 1000 cows, but this was in the latter part of September. MMr. Ballantyne contracts with -

his patrons to make the cheese for ‘them.at 1} cent per lb., an@ the cheese I saw thére was of
very good quality, well made and carcfully cured ; the temperature of the curing-room is kept
at about 80° for-spring clicese, and 75°. for summer, aiid at 65° for rich sutumn cheese.’ The’

" quantity of salt used is 2 to 2§ lb. per 1000 Ibs. of milk; the- smallest quantity is used when

thé curd is driest, -

: Mt Ballantyne for nﬁmy years past has paid niuch attention to the subject of cheese-making, .
- a8 also have several other prominent dairy-men in Ontario, and their united labours have done ' -

much towards raising the cheese of the Dominion in the estimation of ‘buyers in Fngland.

“Formerly tlicre was,great difficulty and uncertainty in making autumn cheese in Ontario; it °
was linble to be pufly and porous; and, as the whey was not always got well out of it, the:

“lavour was frequently unpieasant.. This difficulty has been completely overcome by ¢ ripening’
. the milk before adding flic rennet to.it. BIr. Ballantyne thought the matter out in his. mind,’
“and argued it to me i this wisc : the summer’s milk kept throuch the night.is not so deadly

“cold as the autumn’s, and so is in 2-more natural_condition; its warmth has brought it into -

_that etate which produces the best cheese—that is; it has ripened somewhat, because warmth .

as well as time is necessary to. the ripening of anything.. He declares his belief, further, that
the best cheese cannot be made from fresh, warm milk ; because, though it is of: course warm
_enough, and has never been’cold, if has not the required age, and so is unripe. Hence he
prefers that ‘one-half of the milk he makes cheese from should be twelve houraold, and this
heing ripe enough in itself, ripens the fresli morning’s milk when the two are mixed together,

In summer the ripening of the evening’s milk is enough for the purpose, but in the colder:

weather of autumn it is not, so the'morning’s and.evening’s milk are warmed up together to 8
temperature of 90° or so, and allowed to stund scveral hours before the -rennet is mixed with
them for congulution, and this is done because the aufumn’s evening milk has béen too cold.to
admit of ‘enough if any ripening.” As the mass of milk stands at the temperature named, it
ripens, and the difficulty previously so ctﬁmon‘ disappears, the antumn’ cheese” having all the

-3

warmth and mellowness of charvacter of the summer éheese, and it is not liable to be injured
. by the excessive heat of the summer climatt; this adtunn cheese; in faet, 1ake it for all'in all,
is probably- the best of the scason, wherezs'it was formerly, in many eases, the worst, .- -
The grand principles of the Cheddar system of cheesc-making~which, by the way, is
probably the best system the world knows-—consists in the ripening which the curd gots after
separating it from the whey, and before salling and-pressing it. This ripening comes ‘of
L:ceping the curd warm, snd cxposing it to the air. But even in the Cheddar system it is well-

known that -antumn ‘cheese does not mature like that of ‘summez, and” this 3r. Bullantyne.
declares is'owing to the evening’s milk of autwmn not having 4 chance -to ripen like that of -

" summer. T was pleased to find that Professor Arnold, anable exponcut of the Cheddar system,

has done much good in Cavada in -tcaching ‘dairymen how to manage floasting-curds—that is,-

by-exposing them-longer 'in’ the "vat;, and by developing more.acidity to checkmate the taint

which is common to floating?eurds, The milk.is generally delivered onee a day to.the Canadian

factories, andthe farmers, under pain-of having their milk rejected, are reguired to take proper

@ care of the evening’s milk, and to deliver it in good condition at the factory. - This done, the

f transit is supposed-to do the milk good rather than barm.

B Ingersollis at once the oldest and most famous of the districts of Ontarin in which cheese
factories have been established ; I was, consequently, interested in looking through a few of the

B visit was made the occasion for calling’a meeting of the farmers, factory-mén, cheese-buyers, and
 others who havpened to be in the town at the time, To Mr. Hately, a considerable exporter of

@ tLis mecting allorded me. A.most interesting discussion was the result of it, the subject, being
@ chicfly dairy farming. .It transpired that some farmers receive as much as 47 dollars percow:
g for milk sent, to the factories during the season, and the farmers were hopeful as to the fuiure

B common with all otliers, had recently passed through very tryiug times. - .

§  The dairy caltle, in some parts of Ontario, will compare not unfavourably with those of many
d parts of England.. Shorthorn grades prevail, and.it may be said that, wherever a better class of
cattle are found, the improvement is ‘due, 28 a rul, to the shorthorn’ element. In the magnifi.
cent herd of pedigree shorthorns at Bow Park, 1 found a ‘collection of animals which, for
number and quality, cannot in all probability be equalled clsewhere, It is clear that the climate
aud soil of Cu?ula are well suited to maintain the purity and vigour of thesc aninels, and there
ity L. . . -
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' Canadian: cheese to England, T am indebted for the pleasure, interest, and information which -

.

@ factories near-the town, insecing the-neighbourhdod, and in attending'the cheese market: My .

B prospects of chicese-inaking in that part of the Domijnion, though it is true that the industry, in



" and that the greater portion of his young: bulls have to find a market in the States. Thisought g
. not to be so, and it is no feather in Canada’s cap that such a complaint'should de made. i
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- {s every indication (;lmt‘th‘esv have not deteriorafed in-auy respeet, but the cén('ra:')", in theitnew

* gre steep, than wo find to be the case in many cther parts of tho'Province ofv:Ontario. Itis also §
- the river, the bank is high, forming a bold bluff, front which at many points a view of rearly the' &

" whole of the farm may be obtained. Thus the farm Fesembles, as it-were, a huge plate, which

. sandy loam, and on the west a lighter sand, resting -on o gravelly subsoil.  The lower part of

- white clover, in fact, is indigenous to theso soils ; -the roadsides are covered with it, and ‘the

w

~

‘home in tho Far West, There ave some 300 animals on the farm, forming a herd that is well
worth crossing the Atlantic tosce. I spent’ three days at Bow Purk, enjoying Ahe company-of
my worthy friend Mr. Clay, and 1 should have liked to spend as miny weeks or even months,
in order to becomo familiar ‘with the many beautiful shorthorns I saw there. . Canada hasinher
midst, then, the largest herd of pure-bred shorthorns to be found, and she. ought to make an i
cxtensive use of it to improve the bovine stock of the country, with the view of developing the §

- _new fat-stock trade which has sprung up with England. ~ But Mr.-Clay .compla'ns, and not -

without, reason, that the Americans aro ahead of the Canadians in-appreciation'of good stock, §

The county of Brant, near. whose capital town of Brantford the farm is situated, is of a moro,

broken and hiliy character, with a more frequent- occurrence of valleys and rivers where banks [

well wooded, and generally picturesque. , The Bow Park form is situated within a long horse- B
shoe bend of the Grand River, which empties into ‘Lake Eric. The river’s bank on the west is §
Jigh on the Bow Paik side, and the;land trends away-in-a-gentle-but. semewhat varying.slopo .
down to whero the river comes round again on the east; here, again, but on the opposite side of §

is tilted up somo sixty or seventy feet on its western eide, the lower edgae of it dipping easily into @,
the eastern section of the river, which surrounds it except for a neck of land in the south ofsome 3

five hundred yards in width. Along the enst'and north-cast, where the land. for some distance- i
slopes’ slowly down to the river, the soil is a rich alluvial denosif, which is still beinz flooded.
and decpened by the swollen water in the spring ; m the niiddle of the farm the soil is a strong

the farn grows fine crops of mangels, red clover, licerre; and the like ; the middle is well i
adapted to any. crop you would like'to put upon it, and the upper part grows a large burlen of §
maize. It is thonght by many in the Old Country that the soil-and climate of Canada are i1l §
adapted to the growth of clover; but here 1 find on the wheat stubbles as fine a root of red

clover as I would wisli to se¢ anywhere, and one large field is covered with a luxuriant root of
white clover, which, of its own accord, has-sprung up on a'rye stubble of the present autumn:; |

“field in question is now providing a fair pasture for about forty in-calf heifers, while the portions E
of the farm which are really untouched parts-of the primevil ‘forest have a strong-stemmed

_ undergrowth of red clover, wherever the brushwood has been trampled or cut away.

" "But fancy.this maguificent farm, which erstwhile was forest and glade, now growing magni- &
ficent crops of grass, and grain, and roots, and supporting some of the finest the world has in if,
of the: ubiquitous Tceswater bovines. This. transition’ from Red Indian, and black bear, and
moose deer, to Anglo-Saxon and Kirklevington Duchesses; to- Duchésses of Barrington, and

" Oxford, and Woodhill, to Rcysl” Charmers, Countesses, Lady Fawsleys, Polly Gwynnes, Roscs

of Sharon, Waterloos, Wild Eyes, and the like, to Princes, Dukes, Earls, and Barouns of the
same ilk, and all these glori¢cs of skorthorn fame suppleménted. by waving fields of -grain, of :

.. mammoth mangel wurzels, aud “of thickly-carpeted clovers, is as remarkable as anything we

_meet with.in.this great young country-of the Weat. . The situation of the farm, and the views of -

"’ the district which we obtain.to great advantage from many points on the river’s high bank on ’,

“the west, are beyond compare the finest I have seen in Canada, 'or, for the matter of that, inthe
United States; and when we turn from these beauties of locality to witness the grand shorthorn
cows, and heifers, and yearlings grazing lustily on the newly-seeded clovers, .or on the primeval
turf which for ages has formed a beautiful glade in-the forest; we have the surroundings com-
glet]etehwhich g0 to make up a scene in which the soul of any Old Country farmer would take great

ight. Lo L . : et ’ .

The Bow Park Farm was purchased, a dozen yeats ago, from various “persons who had
settled upon it, by the Hon. Greorge Brown; whose melancholy death a few months ago, by the
‘bullet of & drunkien assnssin, filled the whole of the Canadian- agdricultural world with indigna-
tion and dismay. - It was. converted fivst of all into an ordinary dairy “arm, in the days when
Canada was coming to the front asa cheese-producing country ;” and.a checse factory, which is
‘still standing, though put fo other uses, was built for the convenience of the farm and of the .
neighbourhood around. Gradually, however, the dairy stock -were improved ; and as the soil
developed animals in a superior. manner, the idea arose to form it into a brecding establishment |
for stock of the best kind, and there is now upon it ove ‘of the largest and most valuable short-

* horn herds in the world. . There gre in all nearly two hundred femules and forty to fifty males, -

" jn many of whose,veins runs the bluest of blue blood, while there is not a single animal amongy

them, whb has not unexceptionable pretensions to puirician paventage. In lots of twenty to
forty we find tho females pasturing in various parts of the farm ; and it is-a sight worth pravel
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. ling far to see which we get in wandering slowly.through the herds, cach individual of which, with
"pedigree and all, is named: at. once by my friend Mr. Clay, to whom the chief mansgement of
the farm is entrusted by the Associntion to whom this great undertaking belongs. .~ _ -
-Going first among ‘the: bulls; we came to the lord of the harem; the veritable King-of the
herd, an animal of surpassing merit, and’ & fortune in himself.. This grand old: sire, the 4th
"Duke of Clarence, who.was bred by Colonel Gunter; of Wetherby Grange, is, to the bost of my
recolloction, the ‘most ‘mearly faultless bull I have seen in this or any other country.-He is a .
huge mountain of flesh ard bone and muscle, and at first sight one'would thipk that no two of .
his four legs could: support the burden ; ‘but when we -notice the grand development of muscle,
and the grace and case with which lie moves, we think so no longer. His brisket is'wide and
deep; down to his knees ; his shoulder, from the point of it to the. brisket between ‘ﬁxe‘kneés, -
mensuring 4 ft. 9 in., is the deepest I havo seen, and yet it is not in, the least coarse or lumpy ;.
- his top. is levél, wide, and long, measuring 5.ft. 8 in. from ‘point of shoulders to -the sqnare of
the tail, and the roasting-beef is.there in fine display. e is well sprung inthe ribs, with great -
chest-room ; equally well let-down in the flanks, forming perfect underlines; the tail is set on as’
_n tail ought to be, but not slways is ; the neck is wonderfully massive and muscular ;-the head

has the true shorthorn character, and is withal very kindly in expression, denoting the good -:°

temper which the owner is known to' possess, and which i8-no mean factor in the process of
physical development. 'With o constitution unsurpassed;, this fine six-year ‘o]ld ballis a most-. "
- Impressive sire, superseding in almost every case the “influence of the dams he'is, in fact,
. thoroughly prepotent in-the widest sense of the word, impressing his individuslity on sons and
daughters alike. -His dam was the 4th Dachess of Clarence, and his sire the 18tk Duke of
Oxford, who was bred by.the Duke of Devonshire. He traces back through Dukes of Claro,

Wharfdale, York, and: Northimberland,- through Cleveland Iad,. Belvedere, the -Hubbacks, ' -

Ketton 2nd 710, Comeb 155, and’ Favourite 252 ; and ‘among the breeders’ names are Bates
and Colling, Hunter aud Thonipson. Here is blue blood enough and to spgre, with-a repre.
sentative in every way an honour to it! . s o R TN

Among the younger bulls we come to the Duke of Oxford 46th, a most promising young.
animal of eighteen months, whose sireisthe 4th Duke of Clarence, and dam the Grand Duchess
of Oxford 29th. "He has a great deal of the sire’s character in all respects, and, if. we mistake
not, will prove a'worthy scion of a grand line. Next we find a beautifyl ten months® bull, Baron
Acomb 11th, by the same sire, and ont of Aurora, a rich red roan in colour, shapely and substan-
tial, and most promising withal. By the sgme sirg, again, there are Baron Kuightley 5th, only .

four months old, 8th Duke of Kirklevington, a few wecks younger still ; Xarl of Goodness 8th,: - -

Prince Victor 2nd, Roan . Duke 6th, ditto 7th and 8th, Waterloo Duké 2nd; Dukes of Bar-

rington 1ith and 12th, and Butterfly’s Duke, animals whoso ages vary from*two to nive months,,

There are also many excellent yearlings by other sires, forming a collection of great merit.
- _.Among the more celebrated and valuable females, we find Raose of Autumn 3rd, a pure Man- -
- talini, and a very choice animal ; ahe is now. four years old, and a mast beautiful cow,<n-calf to
. Prince Leopold. .This cow is simply grand in the shoulders, which are deep, clean, and beauti-’
fully set in.  She has yevy fine bone, well-rounded ribs, a very small amount of offal, and excel»
lent roasting joints. She walks off the ground bravely and gracefully, and fills the eye wealthily'
as she passes away... An excellent and well-preserved animal is Butterfly’s Duchess, bred by
Mr, Garne, of Churchill Heath, and imported. She: hias & wonderful substance, magnificent’
_hind-quarters, and’ grand, braad hips, with a top of surpassing breadth ‘and evenness. Awmong .
" the younger females we come to Rayal Chaurmer 11th, ten months old.” This excellent young
animsl has ‘a beautiful ekin, rich roan in colour, and-very mellow to the touch, perfectly level top-
and even uaderlines, handsome head and neck, fine bone, clean and even points, and neat as &
‘new pin. It is wonderful what matronly models these.young. heifers 1ay hold of. I eannot find
" time.to describe more than atithe of those I should like to mention, and it would, indeed, take
a week to learn-them properly first; nor, in fact, da I pretend to have picked ont the best speci.
. mens go far, for where there are such a number of first-class animals, mast of whom have many
. . merits in common, while many of them have special points of excellenca of their own, it would |
* require the nicest judgment, formed after & loug and careful inspection, to assign the many.
- . hlue yibiands which I should feel bound to award, Suffice it to say, that here’is a great herd'of
*  shortherns, in which .all the finest families aré move .or less represented, and that.they are
flourishing-in the best manner possible, and under conditions closely allied to natare. . - T
-One of the most striking facts brought out in connection with the Bow Park-herd is this—.
. the best-bred animals are clearly the best-developed ones in size and beauty, while their consti-
tution is just as clearly of the soundest and best. ‘No.doubt the way in which all the animals
.aliks are treafed has no little to do with the superb health which they all enjay. In no sense
.nare they forced into condition by extravagant feeding. - The food they get indoors is chiefly -
aaize, of which stalk, leaf, and half-developed ear are passed together through the chaff-cutter.
The older cows and heifers, in fact, do not receive through the summer-even this mé)dicum of -
N o . " . N . -
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‘artificial food ; they depend entirely on grass, 'when there is cnol_fgix of it, a8 there. has béen
through the past summer and the present autumn ; and it is indeed 'surprising to see the excel-

_ lent condition which one and all of them gre in, on grass sloye. |

Animals of the Oxford, Kivklevington, Waterloos, aud Roan Duchesses are individually and
collectively superior, not only in' personal merit but in general excellence, to tliose of Jess
excellent straing.. No falling off in vigour and healthiness of constitution, no sign of tubercis
losis, and little, if. any, of infertility, is known amongst them. . Closely in-bred as they have

- been for many generations, transplanting them to newer: soils -and to a clearer climate thin

those of England has clearly re-invigorated them in the qualitics which are usually enjoyed by.
animals which have not been'srtificially bred and tended, and lacking which the purest bluest
blood is shorn of. some of its most.valuable properties. - That a Canadian home admirably suits
the high-born British shorthorn is :tlie first impression givéinfo any stranger who visits Bow. -
Park, and, so far'as the first requisites in successful- breeding are concerned, it i clear that
Canada is abreast of the Old Country ; while- my own observation during the three days I spentat

Bow Purk resulted in the opinion thatless careful feeding and attention are needed therc than here. -

The sheep of Ontario are, on ‘the whole, better than T expected to find, but ‘they are open - [
to improvement. It appears to me that Shropshives and Border Leicesters are calculated to
improve the flocks, as shorthorns are to improve the herds, of Canada. -In any case, however,
the mutton I got in Canadian hotels was nice-flavoured, tender, and juicy, a3 a rule—in these .
respects better than that of our Cotswold sheep, or than of many of the: Leicesters; but the
Canadian sheep, as a rule, need improving in symmetry, if nof increasing in sizé.  The pigs,
-generally speaking, are very good, better, perhaps, on the average, thau the pigs in the British

- Islands. I do not see that this class of farm stock needs much improvement, ;It-is abundantly

clear that- Canada can produce excellent farm stock of all kinds, and that most of them are
being improved. "Until recently the inducements'to. improve them have not been strong enough,
and in some of the Provinces little or.nothing would appearto have been done in-this direction, !
Now, however, the inducement is supplied, and it is probable that in ‘ten years’ time we shall-
find a marked reform in the quality and symmetry of ‘the cattle and sheep, as well as‘a great’

increase in numbers.” Itis not ensy to estilate the cost of raising and fattening beef in Canada,

bécause the facilities vary in different districts. The following, however, hus been communi-

_:.cated by an enterprising breeder of fifteen years” experience :

Raising, fécdihg, and attendance, first .yéar, per head 24 dols.
B T P w , second year, . ', 18,

” TS » . third year, ", L 24 .

" Total cost of fat beast weighing 1600 b, 66 dols. =" -£13 4s.

: Tliis"v?vqlﬁd bo about 4 dols. 122 cents (165, 6d.) per 100 Ib. Tive-weight, or 34d. per Ib. on
the dressed meat. Atthe present ratesof freight, in summer time, such an animal would be landed

.in Liverpool for £5 to £5, including food aud attendance. Itis probable/in fact, that Cana-"

dian beef -will be landed in Liverpool, givingfair profits to all concerned,/at 5d: to 6d. s1b.
- A neighbour of mine in Derbyshire, an_intelligent’ working man with a large family of
children, went out to Canads, some ten or twelve years ‘ago, with about “£100 in his pocket.

"~ Having his address with me, I wrote to him, and. he came to Toronto to meet me. His” home

for the present is in County Grey, Ontario, where he. is farming 200 acres: of rented land,. in

-addition to & quantity of his own.- For the rented land he pays 75 cents an acre—or, rather,

this is ‘what he agrees to pay, or its-equivalent in some other form ; the fact is, however, that
his:improvemenis have more than covered the rent. The land is cleared, but the permanent

. improvements done on it ave such that they balance the rent; these improvements consist of

{éncing, draining, road-making, getting out stones, and the.like. He raises-cattle and sheep ;

" the former are natives with shorthorn crosses, the latter too are natives, more or less improved.

His fat ewes, sold in Septémber, weight 180 lb., live wejght, on the average. He grows rape

*_ for sheep-feeding—a practics Very 'popular and profitable on the limestone soils of Derbyshire.

Tmproved lambs are worth 1 dollar apiece more than native lambs, viz., 3 dollars t6 3 dollars -
59 cents, native lambs being worth 2 dollars to 2 dollars 50 cents. Oats fetch 80 to 31 cents ;-
-wheat, 90 to 100 cents ;- white peas, 60 to 63 cents; and barley, 50 to 60 cents per bushel. -He
ploughs rape under for barley, and; after barley, tukes twrnips, working, ridging, and manuring
the land for them. He sdys. that if butter fetches 15 cents a pound, the farmers do well,
Cattle, when fat, fetch.3 to 4 cents o pound, live weight; these are nitive cattle; improved-

cattle are worth 5 to 52 cents ; .while mutton -is worth 4 to 5% cents, according to-quality and

the time of the year, My old neighbour s not afraid of work, and he has his share of native"
shrewdness ; he thinks a man will do better renting than owning his land in Ontario, because

* the rent i3 less than the interest on the money ; ho has prospered himself in renting land, bnd

Anforms me he is now worth Rpwards'of £1000. He would not have been worth one-fourth of .

*"_ it if he had remained in England,

\
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I swds much interested in a trip made to Bradford and Barrie, the latter a beautiful town on.
. an drm of Lnke Simcoe. At both theso towns we had a meeting of, farmers in the evening;and
a lively, discussion on agricultural topics. The farmers around Bradford declared that they had .
more than held their own, despito the bad times of the past four.or five years.. They considered’
their capital employed in farming had at-all évents paid five per cent. per annwm’ duting that
" period of depression.  Previously, a farmer expected to buy and pay for an extip farm svery
eightor ten years, but of late years they have not beerable to do so. . The land abowk Bradford:
is a clayey loam, some of it almost a clay, and, as a rule, it.is well farmed. DMore or “luag live
. stock are kept, and the, land is farmed im rotations which are far from arbitravy o regilay..”
Wheat 4s taken now and again ;- mangcls, .carrots, turnips, ete., are ‘grown, and the land .is |
- generally seeded down with a white crop; if with autumn wheat, the timothy is sown in tho -~
autumn and the clover in the spring. . . o N Do :
It is needless to suzgest anything to the farmers of Bradford, except that they keep asmany .
live sfock as possible, making the other operations of the farm subsidiary to them ; the live -
stock then will do.their part in majntaining and increasing the fertility of the farms, =~ - .
I had the pleasare of being présent atthe ngricultural shows of ‘Toronto, Hamilton, and
~ Montreal, and I may say that I have seen no shows in England, except thé Royal and the Bath °
~ and West of England, that can claim to be ahead of them' in aggregate merit. The Montreal
show is a new ong, and in a short time will alsoibe'n ¥iry good one, no doubt; in any case,'its
permanent buildings are the best T have seen, either in Canada or the States. The Canadians
throw themselves with great. spirvit into entérprises of this kind, and these shows ave a greas
-credit and ornament to the Dominion. . .37 . - ) . ; .
. "The school accommodation of the settled districts of Canada, and the quality of the educa.:
tion given to the children, arc among the country’s greatest merits and- ornaments, The school- -
houses are frequently the most prominent-buildings in miany of the towns and villages, and
. throughout the Dominion the education of the ‘young is régarded as a rmatter.of vital Import--
. ance, and onoe of the highest duties of eitizenship. Everywhere primary cducation is free, the
poor man’s child enjoying advdntages équal to the rich man’s,-and even in the higher branches of
education in the colleges the fees are merely nominal, the State providing all the machinery and .
defraying nearly all the cost. The education of all children between the ages of seven and
twvelve is compwlsory, and Acts of Parliament are in force under which delinquent parents may
be fined for neglecting to send their children to school. It is.impossible not to discern in"these
- provisions one of the surest pledzes-of the future greatness of the country, and they obviously
provide the poor man with advantages greater than those he will meet with in most parts of ,
Eogland. " Oné of the first duties of a'new district is to erect 2 school-house with ample accom- .
modation ; and g0 imbued are the people with the. need and wisdom of .such an act, that the: ..
- provisien is made with.alacrity.. Scctarian diflerenices are arranged: by the ercetion; whero
necessary, of separate schools, but in any case, the"children are hound to be educated. It may
_be true that the support of the high schools should come in a larger measure from those who
benefit by them, and in‘time no-doubt this part of the- educational question will be more or
- less modified, yct it cannot be denied that if the Provincial Governments have erred at all in -
this matter; they have erred on the right side. It is not competent for me to go farther into
the guestion in this report, but it is important to motify to intending emigrants that, at all -
- events, their children are sure to be provided, according to the” measure of each-one’s capacity.

with the linowledge which is power. . SRR . “
Among cducational institutions ‘the Gruelph .Agricultural>College occupics an honourable,
position; The College was unfortunately ndt in session when.I was there, and the President.
and Professor of Agriculture were both away at the Hamilton show, so that I saw the College 3¢
and ferm under unfavourable couditions, The Professor of Chemistry did allthat lay in his . ~.
power, howerer, to give me facilities for seeing the- cducational machinery of the College, as
-well as the farm buildings, the-farm, and the stock.” The following day I- had the pleasure of
neeting Mr. Mills, the President, and Mr. Brown, ‘the Professor of Agriculture, at Hamilton. = -
* It is satisfactory to know that the College' is being more appreciated and employed year’by year
Ly those for whose benefit itwas cstablished. Increased accorimodation is-how being provided, .- -
and there is 8 prospect of the College even becomning sclf-sustaining in time. Already it is a
flourishing, though quite’a young institution, and its izfluence is being felt on the ugriculture
of the Province, . The students receive an agricultural education, i which science 'is happily
blended with practice, and theory is'borne out by demonstration. The farm consists of:sowme
550 acres,-on which a vaviety of experimental and practical .crops are grown, and several kinds
- “of pure-bred English sheep and cattle are kept, which, in their turn, will have an important ..
-- effect on the country’s future. ° R o : . ’ ’ .
_ " The taxationin Ontario is light, as it is everywhere else in the Dominion thut I have been.
At first sight it would séem to be heavier than in some’ of the other Provinees, yet it is not
really so. It is asscssed on the basis of vuluation of property, and in this sense differs bub - .
"+ olightly from the other Provinces. Faud, and real ‘property ‘gencrally, leaving -out of cod~ |

N ., »
" . .



- sideration such cities as Montreal and 'Quel;ec, is more valuable in ‘Ohfm-io than elsewhere, yet .
.the total taxation, mcluding school-rates, does not often’go beyond 25 to 80 cents an acre, while' -

Ir
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it frequently fulls below those sunis, -Some disiricts have public property which nearly provides '

.

" all the public money that is ncedéd, and others are the more heavily ratedfor the present:in

order to wipo off sums of money which were given as bonuscs to new railways passing through
them, But nowhere did I meet with'an instance in which tazation may be regarded’ ag really ..

‘burdensome ; yet it- will be expedient for new:coniers to make inquiry into these matters befuro

PP

purchasing farms. s . ) Y -
In the matter of assessing land for taxaticn, the farmers appoint o commission to-value it,

-ond it is. revalued each year if thought expedient, If any dispute ariso the land-is looked aver -

.again, and the dispute may be privately eettled by the judge. Practicolly the farmers hold.
*-their taxation in their own hands, for no.direct imperial taxation is levied. ’ .

.The farming in niany parts of Ontario is of a higher order than I hiad been Ied to expectl
‘West of Loronto, as well as north .of 1t, T saw-many furms in.a condition which would bo no

discrédit to any country whatever, but'a-great credit to most,

- QUIDEG. .

'

1 have to regrét that my time did not, admit of my taking more than'a g?:{nce at the Enstern <

Townships of this Province, because. I.am persuaded there is much excellent land in them, and

- a good opening for English farmers, = Ahey are situato between' the cities of Montredl and
-Quekec, and ncar some of the cities f the Uiited States, in il of which there are good markets

for farm produce. 'The ‘land, morcover, is much lower iir than in'the better portions of: -

- Ontario, and farms for the most part.cleared and-fenced, in o fair-state send pos-

“yin the-place of thew:.

. ;;»‘_
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" fenées ’ too commouly are.,

L

gessing good houses and buildings, may be bought at the_rate of £4 or £3 an acre, The dis-

trict is rolling and the soil Joamy ; it .is" also ‘well supplied with water, a‘vyluable feature ifo

dairy-farming and stock-raising. The climate is healthy, for'it is lieve that Mr. Cochrane has
raised his cxeellent shorthorns, and where he is now beginning to raise high-class Herefords -
. Thie agriculture of Quebec, generally speaking, is suscéptible of improvement, and the sewie -
‘may be said of’its cattle, sheep, borses, and pigs. . In iany parts the farmers plough the
‘lands’ top narrow; as if the soil were very wet. _ If such be the case, it were better to under-.
drain it.) T noticed that grasses'and clovers grew best in the numerous furrows. The fences
of Quebec, as a rule, are quite cqual to those of any other Province, and probably superior, ~

because, being straight rail fences, they-are not such s harbour for weeds as the zigzag  vhake-

‘

"NOVA SCOTIA, o .
Of this province, too, T am unable to éay"ve‘i'y m‘uch, 48 I had not facilities for inspecting .
it cqual to those with which I wasprovided elsewhere, In the neighbourhood of Truro I saw

~“some uséful land, in the Vale of Annapolis also, some of which is not easily excelled in any part

of the Dominidn. I'was recommended, by his Excellenty the Governor-General, to pay a

visit to this fertile region,and I may fairly say thut I should have miissed ' treat if I had not

done so, The finest portion of the valley is-found in the Kentville district, and in Coruwallis, ©
in King’s County;.and the great feature of the locality is found in the ‘dyke-lands, which Lave

been. retlaimed fromh the Bay of Fundy. -~ * : : . !

" Brunswick, which Province also hus a large area of them. There is, howeyfr, some very fino

Of the natureof these lands I ‘shall have to speak at some ieﬁgtﬁ in my ;?mks about New -

upland in the valley, which is'admirably adapted to the growth of roots- 2l grain, and to the

© raising of live stock of varioug-kinds. .‘Theapples-of the Annapolis Valley are famous in mapy
" .countries, and though they do not surpass those of Ontario, they are an ornament to the country,

and a sourée of profit to the people. It is probable ibat there is room for'a limited number

. of English farmers jn Nova Scotin, but, so far as T saw it, it'does not offer. inducements equa)

‘e

to those of the adjoining Provinces. - The -country for some distance out of Halifax cannot -
ever become valuable farming land, a great part of it being what is"termed & ¢hard country,” -
that is, rocky and short of soil, | -~ - - B o 1Y

PRINCE EDWALD'S 1SL4ND, a .

In some respects this is-one of the most beaupiful provinces of. the Dominion, and: it had"
probably the largest proportion of cultivable land. The soil generally is a red sandy loany, of
one character throughout, bug differing in qualityl On the whole, the grass-land of the island,
n.ml the character .01; the sward, corsisting as it cddcs of indigenous clovers.and xi,);al'iety of the
Liugr grassge, reminded me siyougly of sowe portious of Uld England, The people, tuo, aro

-
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morc Englisli in appearance-than those of dny of the other Provinecs, ‘with the exception of.
‘New Brunswick. This is probably owing to a cooler climate and the contiguity of the sea.
-The hotter climate and the .drier sir of the West seem to deprive the cheeks of some of the

. colour. - Thé summer climate of the island ‘appears to be almost everything that ean be desired,
but the winters are very long ; the Northumberland 8traits being frozén, the people are isolated

from the mainland during the winter, unless, indeed, they cross over on the ice—a thing which

maybe done, and I believe not.uncommonrly is. - ) . i .
. . One of the-most annoying circumstuices in conxection with the.island winters is this: it .-
+eommonly happens that in spring nuinbers of iccbergs find their way through the Straits of
. Belle Isle, and collecting. in the northerly. half-moon coast of ‘the idland, melt there slowly,
_rvetnrding vegetation sometimes a fortnight or more. ‘The people believe that if a breakwater
were thrown across the Straits of Belle Isle the-climate of the Gulf of St. Lawrence would bo -~
* vastly.iniproved, and" there are some. who “incline to"the belief that in this event the St.
Tuwrence would be navigable the yeur.round ; if euch results were at all likely to follow the *
- cloring of the straite, why—the sooner they are closed the better, o
" Prince Edward’s Island- is'covered with a soil that is casy .to cultivate, sound and healthy,
capable of giving excellent crops of ‘roots, grain, and grass—an houest soil that will not. fail .
_to respond to the skill of the husbandman. For shieep, particularly, ‘the island appears.’
to be well adapted, for the soil is light, dry, and sound, groiing. a thick-set, tender, and -
nutritious herbnge. © For cattle, too, it is suitable, though perhaps legs sp thun:for sheep.: For .
horses.the islund has been famous for a.long time, 22d American buyers pick up most of thoze .
there are for sale. It is not linprobable, in fact, that taking them for "all in'all, the horses.of
. - the island are superior to those of any other Province'; it seems, in fact, {6 be in a sense tho
- Arabia of Canada. Thé sheep, as a rule, are fuirly good, but open to improvement ; the cittle,
_generally speaking, are inferior. Many of the sheép are now being exported to England, and
thé- day I sailed from -Quebee,- Mr: Senator Carvell was shipping some 1200 of thém, most of
which were of very fait quality. This géntleman, to whom I -ani-indebted for much kindness .
- -and information, informs me that sheep from the island cost 15s: a head in freight, food, and
attendance, by the time they reach Liverpool, besides which there is:insurunce, which varies
from 2 to 10 per cent., accordingto the season of the year. o : R
It cannot but be regarded as a good thiing for thé island that Mr. Carvell has opened up a -
. trade in this way, and if-will be an inducement to the “people, to.go more into sheep-raising—

an industry for which the island is specipliy.adapted. The cattle dt presént are mot-good -

- ehough for the Eriglish markef, and they sre not worth taking over.© The: Provineial Govern:
* ment -has”established a stock-farm ncar Chatlottetown for the dissemination of bettei blood
through the flocks and herds of the island; but so.far the furmers bave.not availed themsclves
as they oughs to do of this great advantage. The new trade with England will, however, in-
oll probability cause them to put their,shioulders to the wheel and to bring tlicir cattle up to
the level of the sheep, Beef and mutton are very cheap at-preeent on the island ; stall-fed beef
* . in spring can be bouglit at 33-cents a 1b., live weight, and grass-fed beef in Octobér was. worth
only 2%, while dressed beef By the side-could be bought at 4 to 5. cents per 1b, ; lamb and -~
- muiton by'the quarter, and of very nice quality, was being #0ld in the markets at 5 centsperlb,
_Laombs were worth from 6s. to 10s. each, and ewes, 10, to 18s,.5 while fat wethers and ewes
were bought at. 153, to 20s, * By exporting a few thousapds yearly to England the price of
sheep will increase on the island. The farmers complain that they receive but: 17 cents.
per lb. for their wool ; but g0 long as they slieer unwashed shicep they must subinit to low
.prices. Co . - . oL L T R .
’ P,‘ The island grows very good wheat, and probably better oats tham most other parts of the
Dominion. -Of-the former, the-crops are from 18 to 30 bushels, and of thé latter, 25-to 70
buskels per acre.  Barley, too, as may be.expected, makes a very_ nice crop. Wheat at the
time of my visit was worth 4s. per bushel of €0 1b., oats 1s. 9d: per bushel of 34 1b,, and barley,

' . 28, 64. to 3s. per bushel of 48 1b,- Winter-wheat is tegarded as a precarious crop; being liable ., v

-~ to.be_t] out of tho loose soil by the thaws in-spring, The samé-thing holds good in -
"Manitoba, and\in Ontario I found that -the farmers consider there is danger on the one hand, °
.. with winter-wheat that is.too far advanced when ‘winter sets in, of having it smothered by a
too heavy full of snow lying too long, éepecially.on damp land’; and on the other, of having it
" throw itself out of the ground by the heaving of the frosts and thaws of spring. .In this évent .

.the dead plants may afterwards be raked oft the land like so much bay, There is indeed, on .

these loose soils, room for the exercise of judgment in the sowing of the grain. Many farmers’
consider it a goodithing te drill it in north and south as-a protection ngainst the prevalent west
1 winds, while othefs try the experiment of leaving a row of old cornatalks standing atintervals -
"of 15 or 20 166t All this iy done to prevent’ the .wind: plowing th&ng off the plant and so
exposing it to the withering frost, for snow is indeed a protection if there is not too much of it
ond the land isdry. - . . ° . ,';Ax. T,
" The island is noted for its large cvops-of excellent potatoes, which not uncommonly foot up

L
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“to 250 !'aus'hols an acre of fine, handsome tubers, At the time of my visit they were worth only,.

15 to 20 cents a bushel, the tariff of 15 cents s bushel-imposed by the Americans on Canadian
‘ potatoes Linving almost killed a once large export trade’of potatoes to the States. Swedes mako
a fine’'crop, not uncomwmonly reaching 750 bushels per acre of sound and eolid bulbs, - - -
The island possesses one advantage which is unique and immensely valuable; Ivefer now to.

its thick beds of ‘ mussel mud,’ or ¢ oystér-mud,” which are found in all the bays and river-
.mouths. The deposit, which is commonly many fect thick, consists of the orgame remains of
eountless generations of oysters, musscls, clams, and other bivalves of the ocean, and of crustas

. ccous animals generally, - The shells are: generally more or. less intact, embedded "in a dense
deposit of mud-like.stuff, which is found.to be a fertiliser of singular value and jotency. The

- supply of it is said to be almost, inexhiaustible; and it is indeed a mine of great wealth to the ° .

istand. It is also found to some estent “on the cast const of Nova Scotis and New Brunswick.
A good dressing of it restores fertility in a striking manner to the poorest soils ; clover grows
after it quite luxuriantly, and, as it were, indigenously ; by its aid heavy crops of turnips and
potatoes ard raised ; -and, indeed, it may be regarded as s manure of great value and 9pplicn.ble

. to any kind of crop.  Noris it soon exhausted, for the shells in it decay, year by year throwing
off & film of fertilising matter. This. singular deposit 'is obtiined, as a rule, befow low-water-
mark; and in winter when.the water’is a solid mass of ice. Ioles are cut through the'ice until

_ the mud is reacheéd, and a powerful and ingenious horse<power scoop is: used- to fetch up the’
mud 2ud dump it in. the sleighs ; it is then taken to shore-and laid in hesps until it is

wanted. . - . " . . e .
There is not much Crown land -to dispose of in the island at the present time, but thero are

_plenty of enctmbered farms; more oy less improved, which can be bought at' 5 dollars to'35 -

dollars an.acre.” Taxation. on the jsland is very light ; it amounts to 2 to 8 cents an acre; ac-
cording to value, or from 15 to 18 cents per-100 dollars valuation. e : :
The educational adrantages of the islaud-are on a footing similar to those of the other Pro-

vinces. "‘There arc good roads, railtvays, cte., and many excellent: harkours around the island.

- There are also thriving woollen and other mills, not to mention the lobster fisheries, which are
a source of considerable'wenlth to the Province, There are, however, complaints that too many

furmers have been tempted into the fishing business, to the neglect of their farms ; that between.

two stools these men have fallen.to the ground; and that the land is sometimes blamed for
losses-which really come of neglecting it. * I was assured-on the highest anthority that farmers

"who have minded their business, have been steady; and have used a-moderate supply of common-

-sense. in their denlings, have,made far[uipg pay and become independlent. It istrie that a man *
is independent on-a smaller sum ia Prince’ Edward’s Island than he would be in England, but-
ot the esme time ‘there. are ‘rumerous. evidences of Lappiness and confentment among the .

-

people. . . « . -
. It appears to'me that Englishmen of moderate ambition would find homes conganial to their
- tastes.in this bénutiful Peqyince, and I bave an impression that, with cattle and sheep raising
and fattening for the Engligh'market, better times are in store for these hospitable and kindly

slanders, many of whom Xfshall always remember with feelings of more than ordinary kind-’

-'nees. . For agricultural labburers there is plenty of. employment at.good rates of pay. "A man

will get 80 dollars to 15¢/dollars per annum, plus board and lodging; or, minus. board and

lodging, but with cottage, keep. of.a_cow, and su acre of land for potatoes; will receive 140
dollars to 200 dollars ijf cash. ~ Farming, after dll, cannot be bad.where such wages are ‘paid to
“men, and there is every inducement for the farmer and his fawily to do all the work they can
withip themselves: "« 7Y T e : ] -

NEW BRUSSWICK. - .-

-

‘Apart from_its wealth in timber-and minerals, the latter as.y‘ét only just bpg?nn%ng to be

developed, the Provinee 6f New Brunswick is well adapted to the pursuits of agriculture. In
several. portions of the, Provinee there are soils which have certain very remaikable features and

properties ; and in many -other portions I found soils that a<e casy to cultivate’ when once -

cleared of timber, déep in staple, and rich in the-accwmulated fertility of many centurics,
Many of the upland soils bordering on’ the beautiful valley of the St. John River have cvery

indication of being well adapted to stock raising, particularly of orine stock. ~Tliey are for the .

" most part sandy or gravelly Toams, somelimes .approaching to’ stiflress, but geperally- frinble,
varying; no doubt, in depth and quolity, but hardly anywhere pood fur noghing.. It is probable,
Ain fact, that, wilh the exception ot Prince Edward’s Tsland, New Briznswickhas a laxger propor-

y

_tion of cultivabie soils than sny of the older Provinces of the Dominioh:

So far, however, the settled parts of the Province are chiclly along, or adjacent to, the rivers.

which drain the country ; but there are yot niany millions of deres not appropriated, ns good, i
.7 all probubility, for agricultural purposes as those that are—if we'male exception of the Sdyke’

. Te
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and ¢intervale ’ lnda.” But these unsettled portions are for the wnost part-still covored with a

.- dense growth of timber, and I should hardly funcy that Englisk farmers are either ficted for or

would like the task of clearing it off. - o . CL ‘ . . i
The work-of clearing these lands is, indeed, horculean, but it is gencrally supposed that the'

" timber will pay for it.. The Jand may be cleared at a.cost of 12-to 20 dollars an acre, |
and ?ip‘ #aid that & Canadian backwoodsman will cut down an sere'of heavy timber in thiéo or
four days. . o e o A - AN

Let us take the new settlement of New Denmark as ‘sn- instanco of what' may be done.

- Seven -years ago the locality was covered with a dense forest, and the Danes who “emigrated to
it were very.poor s 'now hundreds of acres. are cleared, and: are producing abundant crops of
grain and vegetables, some of which are of a superior character, and the land siipports o happy -
and prosperous colony, wlhich in time will be a wealthy one. It is not too much to say that
the condition of these people is far better than it would have been in the land of their birth. -
Tuke again the Scotch settlement of Napan, on the Miramichi: here we have slso a favourable
iltustration of what thrift and industry will do. The settlement is mainly Seotch, but there,
are a few Irish among them, some of whom have prospered. One Irish farmer we met had . -

- hecome yealthy, ‘and,’ eaid a countryman, of his to meé, “we call him Barney Rothschild * = -
itself I’ - It is at once pleasant and instructive to sce.these new scttlements, for- they ate ouly-
what will be found all over the Proviice in course of time, © . . T n

Tt would seem probable that a number of Euglish fasm-labourers might do the same, starting”
with free grants of Jand covered with timber, and clearing it as far as circumistances would admit

- of. - “They would in any ease meet with-encouragement from the Government dnd-people of tie
Provinee, and with industry. their reward would b sure. NS . .

Generally speaking, the sheep of New Brunswick are tolerably good, producing very nico -

- mutton, and it does not appenr that any ‘special effort ‘at improving them is at present called
for. But the cattle generally are very inferior, and here it is that eiforts at improvement aro
urgently required.” Lt appears to me that good shorthorn, polled Aberdeen, or polled Norfolk -
blood would bring about the desired chunge. I saw, however, many cattle in -the neighbour-
hood of . Sackville that are good enough for all practical purposes, and fit for the export or any

. “.otlier trade. Here, then, the *blue noses’ have an example in eattle-breeding sat them .in-
" theirown country. It is clear that the climate and the soil are fit to produce excellent cattle,

-and if we find comparatively few buch, it is man’s fuult, not the. country’s. - Ontario is a long
way ahead of any of the other Provinces in cattle, and this will give her, in the new trado, a
lend which cannot easily be tukenaway. . . - ... _ .

_ - The.soils I huve spoken of Ias-possessing certain remarkable features and properties are ‘the
"¢ dyke*and the “intervale’ lands. Both Nova,Scotia and New Brunswick are celebrated for the
former, while the latter are a peculiarity of New Brunswick, in the valley of the noble river St.
John, The dyke lands of both Provinces are found bordering on the inlets of the Bay of
Fundy. Those I saw in Nova Scotia are in the neighbourhood of Kentville and: Amherst; in
New Brunswick I saw them at Dorchester and Sackville. As the name suggests, they are -
dyked in from the sea,from which they have'been from time to time reclojmed. In manycases -
marsh grass is cut from saline swamps which have not yet beea dyked, and-over which the high
tides for which the Bay of ‘Fundy is noted, still during certaid teasons, continue to flow. The
grass ismadeinto hay in the best way possible under the circumstances—on the ridges of higher
"Iond, oun platforms, etc.—and is stag_:ke’d on a framework which is raised several feet above the"

. land, supported on piles; and it is-a céirious siglit to see the water flowing under the stacks
and in and-about the piles when the tide is at its height, In one” case 1 counted, riear the
town of Annapolis, upwards of 140 of these sg_acks, each of them containing a ton or so of hay..
They are put up in this manner hurriedly, and are fetched into the farmyards, in winter, 8s
they-are wanted, to use along with ordinary hay, with straw and with roots, to which they are

" ~found to form & tolerable though coarse addition. But the dyke-lands proper are'so fenced in
" from the water by o strong bank of earth thrown up some six or eight feet high, with a.broad

* - and substantial base, that the land within them is firm and solid, of excellent quality, and

covered with a thicl sward of coarse though vigorous and nutritive grass. Th= fertility of these

recluimed soils is unusually high’; they are never manured; but they cut on the average upwards

. _of two tons of hay to the acre—a yield which has been sustained for many years, and shows. no-
signs of runningowt. . . o . C )

. The land, however, under this system of farming is found to become weedy in the course
of time, and it becomes expedient to plough up portions of it in rotation, at intervals of ten or

* twelve years, tuking one crop of wheat or oats, with.which new grdss seeds are sown, to form .

- the new sward which is desired. This once-ploughing is found to kill the weeds for the’ tims

. being, and they do not again become very troublesome for somg years ; and when atlength they . -
do, the land issimply ploughed up again in the way described. . ] e T :

These bottom-lands are valnable acquisitions to the upland farms adjoining, most of which . -
have mioreorless of them attaclied ; and they do much towards maintaining the fertility of the

e aBm e
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uplands, obriating the necessity of. using purchased fextilisers on them. These dyke-lands are in

_nuch request on 'this account, and they are worth from 50 to 150 dollars an acre, in a country

where ordinary-upland farms are not worth as many shillings an acre. .The portions of Ahgso . -

dyke-lands owned by different men aremarked out for identity’s sake, but are not fenced off from,
the rest. _Each man_outs off the hay from his portion, and takes it home, sometimes several
miles, and the aftermath is eaten in common by the stock of all the owners combined, com-

. mencing on the 1st of September. , A few: days before this ‘date 8 ‘commiittee of nssessors is

appointed to.place 2 value on each man’s portion of the land, and- to- decide on the number

. and kind of animals lie shall send for pusturage. So it follows that we seo -very large tracts

of land, on- which kundreds of eattle vonm about and feed at will..

* The extent of these dyke-lands'is said to he about'G3,000 acres, angd there is still a large
“ares to be roclaimed.” A lurge . pertion of the marshes was dyked by the French, previous to
. .the conquest of Fort Beauséjour i 1734, Immediately afterwards they wero taken possession

" of by the English settlers, who- afterwards obtained grants' of them from the Crawn. The

expense of dyking fresh .marshes has ranged from eight dollars to twenty dollars per adee, and

it i 'worthy of note that tle system of consiructing dykes and aboideaux -adoptéd by.the firat”

" French settlers is the one etill employed. ‘The system of cultivation is very simple, and con. )
sists of surface draining by eutting ditches 22 yards upart, 3 feet wide at the top, 2 foet 9inchos

deep, and sloping’ to 1 foot wide at the bottom ; about thiee .years afterwards the landis

ploughed in ridges of 6 to; 8 feet wide, sown with oats, and seeded down with tinjothy and
clovers, It then yields large crops of grass of a coarse description,’and it would seem to wie

that .eareful “draining, gencrous cultivation, and discriminating manuring would inerease the - !

...,quantity, or at all eveuts improve the quality of the grass. By a well-devised system of
* «rainage, carried out in a workmanlike wanner, and by the free percolation of rain-water
* through them, these dyke-laids would gradually lose much of the saline elemoent which at pre- -

sent is not favourable to the growth of the finer grasses, and they would' bécomo fitted to the

. growth of roots, green crops, and grain, while as pustuves they would be greatly improved, ,
The ‘intervale lands’ of New Brunswick are, as the name suggests; found in the valleys.

The name is peculiarly appropriate and expressive, In Eugland we should eall them bottom-

" lands - or.slluvial spils,. 'They are, in fact, alluvial soils to ‘ull intents and purposes, with ‘this

‘

peculiarity,” they gre still in process.of formation. -In‘some cases thése intervale lauds consist
of islandsin the rivers—and there are many such in the magnificent river St, John ; but for the

most part.they are level banks on, each side of. the river, i some cases soveral miles wide, and

reaching to the feet of the hills, which form the natural ramparts of tlie valleys they enclose.

collent depositi of unusual richuess, that manuring i¢ superfluous ; but the intervale Jands
recoive a periodical manuripg in the deposit which is laid on them each spring by the freshets of
the rivers,, They ave, in fact, flooded more or less for several weeks jn the spring of the year,

"These intervale lands are rich.in.quality, and the grass they produce is vety good. . Like the =
“dyke-lands, they need no-manuring srtificially, The dyke-lands, in fact, have such a deeg ex-
0

and the deposit left by theYeceding waters is of a character to add fertility to an alveady rieh A

soil, and, ot the same time, to #dd to its depth, An inchi or two of rich alluvial mud deposited

on these lands each yearis gradually raising them above the influence of .the freshets ; and they -

are to-day among the most valuable soils in the Provinge.

* " Much of the uplund of the Proyince is of very good quality, ex,écllexibly adapted to the
. growth of cereal, root, and green crops generally, and for the raising of live stock. Sheep in -

pacticular do remarkably well wherever I have seen them in Oanada, and nowhere better than

in New Brunswick. - Little, if any, improvement in them is specially desirable, for they are.

alrendy of very good quality in most respects, and they are.of course well inuréd to the soil and
climate. The cattle, on the contrary, are of a very inferior character ; yet, at the same time,

they are sound and vigorous in constitution, and-thevefore provide an excellent basis on which )

% very profitable breed of cattle may be built up by thé use of improved blood'from the Old
ountry. - ‘ e ’ o

" "Tliere are in this Province millions of acres still unoceupied, exg{ﬁ by :';.hexﬁy grawth of

treea which form the primeval forcst. The forests requive » large vxpenditure of Jabour to

clear them, and English farmers are not well. caleulated to dothe work } bust there are numberg

of cleared farms which egn be boughr, with good houses and buildings upen them, at the rute

“of £3 to £8 an acre, and it seems to me that'a practical farmer from the Old Country, especially

if he has a rising family to heip him, could hardly fail to do well in this Province. So far as,

_the people are conceryed, an English farmer would find himself quite at home here, and ‘there
is nothing in the soil or climate which would csuse a painful disillusion. The- geographical

position of these maritime Provinces gives them a strong claim on the notice of the Old Country. .

farmers who see the need of fresh: fields and pastures new ; comparative nearness to Britain, -

with regular and uninterrupted comfunieation all the year round, offers 4 strong inducement;
for Eqglish settlers to come liere; and the new trade in cattle and .sheep which is papidly:

growing up between the New. and the Qld Capatries is sure to make fail:z'ning in these Provinogs

- . Tt e .
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' & profitable business to those who havé the will and the judg:mcn‘c,tb.lusr:'thoiiaselves out to’ in'o;., Co

© duce live stock of the quality which will find favour in.England.

" Mr. J. P.-Sheldon's Ia’q)r;{;t. - DU S

. 'I must not omit to mention, with warm feelings of pleasure and gratitude,.‘t‘hé unbounded o

. courtesy and kinduness which were éxtended to me by the Tieutenant-Governor of the Provinee, . |

-~ byallthe members of the government, by varions officials, railway and steamboat nianagers, °
., and by {rivate gentlemen and others, in every part of the Province I had the good fortune to.,

visit,  The memory of my visit to New Brunswick will be s source ' of pleasure to me os long

‘a8 T'may Tive, and T shall mot cease’ to cntertain feclinga .of amore than ordinary fricndliness. = .,
toward many persons whose ncquaintaveo 1. had the pleasure .of making under such happy -

- - - I -~ ' . - R

auspices, . JN o . SR

st

"Lt cannotbe denied i,hatlvton't'hé aférq'géEngliﬂ;rﬂaﬁ Canada is & ~;:§uuﬁ}y:b6iiéider¢é‘d to bo -

" chiefly noted for fur-bearing animals, Esquimaux; Indinns, and winters of éxtraordinary severity.

* It may be these, but-it-is' something-more. Tt.is.« country abounding-in-agrienlturs] and

-_minera] wealth, and it is a great country:for timber. * Xt hins'vast arens of excellent land, un-,

surpassed in fertility, and suited to. the growth of many crops. - It has already many thousands- .
of prosperous dnd’ pleasant Taripg, and in a few.Penrs”time will have many thousands more. .

“- 1t abounds in gameé and, fish, in tlie live stock of the farm,in fruit, and in cultivated crops. . It

is tride that the wintérs are severe, but I am. assured. slike in "Manitoba and Prince. Edward’s

1sland, in Qntario'and New Brunswiok, that the winters are bracing and healthy, full of enjoy-

. ment, and fir more tolerable than.a. severe wintéer- in: England or Scotland ; though the ther- I

' mometer-may now and again fall to 809 below zero, the atmospheére is always dry, and so the

vold is not felt-as severely as'a miuch less extreme dégree is in o dampclimate. .

The farmers of Canada work, it'is true, it I doubt if they work as hard a8 Weare in

the habit of thinking. -But in any case they work—not, to do sb’ would -demoralise the =
. ‘men—and it seems. that a drone cannot well exist in the atmosphere there.. I believe'l am |

correct in saying that the .dignity of labour is more generally ‘honoured .in'Canada than in.

‘England, and as there-are fewer idlers,. men in rags. are scarcer. Ido not;in fact, remember -

" -sceing more than two or three-men in ragg in the whole of my wanderings, and not many .

-dir}y, except the Indizns, and not always-these. ~Yet-the farmers have not all plain sailing,
* nor do they grow rich without industry -and- thrift. Every couniry has its disadvantages,-
and Canada 18 no exception. There are.soretimes: violent storms which do injury to. the
crops and. sfock ; Sometimes they are troubled- with grasshoppers, but their visits are few:

" and far between, and they have only made their appearance,about bix-times during the last. -

- fifty years. The Colorado beetle 1 only saw once. It doesnot seem to have yet reached
" Manitoba-and the North-West Territory, and is not nearly so-numersus as I had expected

to find it, having confinted its ravages more particularly. to the’ United States Territory. &

- ‘Then, again, the weevil and the Hessian fly attack the wheat sometimes, and it iz difficult °

. when they do come to check their ravages ; and lastly, the winters put a complete stop to
-+ agricultural operations; and the ploughing and sowing, as a rule, have to be hurriéd through

in'a limited period. -The se¢d-time and harvest are very busy periods, but.when the winter = -

" % over the spring comes at a bound,-aund vegetation grows at a rate which surprises
JEnglishmen. = ..~ . . ' . AR Lo S
‘These disadvantages apply to the whole of North :Armerica, atid not merely toCanada ;

‘but they have no apparent effect on the progress of settlement in the country,. Men soon” -
PP P! i .

learn to accommodate themselves to these things, suiting their work to-the \'sga.a'ona, and
planning out beforehand various things that can be done in the depth.-of winter, .

Three things in Canada strike a stranger powerfully : the. vastness of the country; “tlm: -

- nnbounded faith the people have in the future greatness. of the country ; and the cheerful
loyalty to the Old Country which is everywhere found.. The liberty. of the Canadian
_farmer, grand and unconVentional as it is, and the independeénce of mind and of position,
" considerable and even complete as-it is in many. cases, do not develop into licence and
. recklessnéss, but into cheerful and generous habits of Jife. Loyalty to.the, Old Country
. -and pride in their own are leading features in the political faith of the people.; hospitality
to strangers, and readiness-to impart information and render services, are equally features

. in their domestic life; while a living-faith in the’ future of the Dominion, based on a .

""knowledge of its exhaustless natural wealth, and, of the inherent energy of its citizens, is

prominent in their conversation. It is not the aristocracy of birth, but that of labour and- '

. of bxiainn—personal merit, in fact—that holds a foremost place in the estimation of the
people. ; . . T : ~

The new \clepirtlfre which has recently begun iﬂ~Canadian-,faming-;th5t of gending .

j *cattle' and sheep alive and dead to England—has elated the farmers of Canada in & degree
corresponding with the depressioun it has caused among the farmers of. England ; it is a new

and unexpected source of wealth to. them, and they are laying-themselves out to make the -

best of it in the future, So far the country is free from diseases” of stock; bu$ how long it
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will remain -so - depends -alinoss . entirely on -the action- of the Government.  Stringent -
-, regulations ave.in force governing the importation and-exportation of-fat and -lcz\ggs,:;oi:k,
. and_qualiticd jnspectors ufe on the alert in, many places ; American cattle are not admitted -
~except in bond, passing through thé country under strict supervision.-. . - "
..~ Sofar the Canadian cattle-trade has expanded rapidly: - It commenced in 1877 with ~ .
= 7000 %o, 8000, threc-fourths-of which were American; in 1878 there 'were 18,000 sent to
- .Enwrope, two-thirds of which were.American ; in 1879 there were 28,000 sent, all Canadian, - -
_ becanse American caitle were then excluded ; in 1880 it is computed 35,000 will beshir.ped ; . -
" -and’ in.-five- years it is predicted that 100,000 will be available. For these figures L am -
indebted to Dr, McEacliran, of Moutreal, who is the chief Government jnspector <of -
imported and exported eattle,.. - o . o r TTT Ton T e T T n T
-." ¢ The landlords and farniers of England, and many- writers. and speakers on agriciltural .- -
- ‘matters, profess to find' some_consolation in' this: that with- an iucrease of ‘trade and . -
.. commerce, freights, will 'rise, and a che¢k will thus be placed-on’ transatlantic importations
. of stock. I have nodoubtthis hopewill-prove t6 be'a mere ignisfofuus,and I cannot pavtici-,
--pteinit. I have iton very high anthority: hat'there is 1ig probability of freights tising,"but -
- the contrary, rather.  With' steel-built ships, conipound -condensing -engines, . and: yarious -
;. mechanical improvements, to- whicl af, present no limit can be placed; the cost of sailing a .
", ship across the Atlantic is'being yearly lesseped. . - . "'~ I e ,
.. - ‘The expenditure of coal on.board steamships is being rapidly-reduced, and the size of . -
_ the ships increased, so that a 5000-ton- vessel can be.navigated now at very little more.eost,”,
- than was-entailed by a2000-ton. ship tén ycars ago. Freightat 25s. 2 tonin'1850 paysbetter -
than freight at 50s. a ton did in. 1870.: This is-brought-about by enlarged ships,.a.smaller
.-expenditure of coal, and a larger spacc on-board for freight. - The.ships. now, building, : -
though larger than-those running, will rufi-at less Cost and carry very much more freight, - .
.. - and although freights for some. titne past havé.been and. still_are—very low, it is an -open .
. . ."secret that freights pay far bebter than passéngers..- In any case,-the rate at which ships are -
* -. being, and will be, builf _is greater than any probable:jncrease. in the volume of freights,
. Hence it is hardly possible that English farmers - may find any solid comfort in a hoped.for .
" -.risein freightage...” " ... .. 7T A ST T
© . I come.now to the last point of discussion and inquiry in'this réport, viz;; Is Canada a-
‘suitable field of settlement for English farmers ? T approach this point with caution, hecause - -
: I am aware of its.great importange.’ Bug theé @juestion rather is: Are English-farmers:
-~ " suitable for Canada? .1t appears 43 me that Canada, as'a conntry, has many advantages, |
*.- - and & fature in all probability very tmportant.” She is a rising country::'this canaot be .
. denied ; ‘and’slie cannot remain in ber present stage of development. I-think;-then, that
- many of ourmiddic-aged English farmeérs are unfitted by their habits of life ‘and of labour -
to battle with the work which would fall to {heir lot-in Canada, Butthere are many others
who are fitted for it; particularly those who havé led laboriousjand active lives; and -our .
.~ . young farmers would soonfall into Canadian habits. ~ Men with large families who are not
k=, - afraid-to work would, as a wule, do well in Canads, - The younger men would not long be at
", & loss in pionecr life i Manitoba, but it is.gcarcely the- place for a man who has_been lon
. accustomed to English methods of farining; that is, they would -have to unlearn their old '
methods and. learn new ones, but it is only fair to'add that the land and climate of Manitoba
-are so-gencrous that Vvery careful cultivationis-at present alike unnecessary and scarcely
_E:oﬁbab . .~These latter meén, as it scems to me, would be happier,'and their wives wonld
_be more content, in Qntario; or New Brunswick, or Prince Edward Island. - They are not.
‘suited to the cruder fife:of the Far West.. A.man with a capital of £1000 would do well
- in one or other of the Qmarij;in)e Proyinces, or in thé Eastern Townships of Quebec ; one with
£2000 would do well'in Ontario. .A man with little or no éapital should either go to the
Red River district or take a free grant of land in one of the lower Provinces. Butanyman
.. should look round -him for gome time, and get into some kind of employment before he buys
- a farm or fakes up a free grant. Looking at the increasing competition which British
" farmers have to meet, and' at the heavy.rates, taxes, rents, bills, and wages they have to” -
pay; I have no doubt many bf ‘them would do better.out. yonder, and  their families would
do-better than they can.in England, providing always that they are not afraid of work; and
.are sober and frugal.. S N R . . e
- It is said that Canada is the place for a' poor™man, and this no doubt i true; but it is -
also the place for a man of means,. for-capital tells a tale there. Itisnot probable, howeyer,
that many farmers of capital will face -the ills they know not of in Canada, and indeed I-
would not advise anyone to g there who is doing well in this country; but, then, it is -
hardly fair to Canada that ‘only poor men should go there as farmiers, for money.is wanted
‘to develop the riches of the soil—not labour only. I know farmers in England who toil
- year after year, and live very carefully; without being any forwarder at the ear’s end  than
they were at its start; this sort of thing to me seems very hopeless, and’I would say to
such men: *You will get along faster in Canada.’” There is not, and has'not been, a better
time' than the present for English farmers going to Canada. Canada is just recovering from
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. ,a period of depression during which the valueof land has become reduced, and it so happens * -
- that many of the farmers of ‘the Lower Provinces are looking wistfully at -the ‘wonderful '~ -
- prairies of the North-WWest, and ‘are anxious toseli their prescat-farms and go there with
" iheir rising. families. They, it is true, are fitted to go, and it scems to me anice arrangement-
-that Enghish farmers of capital should take their places.” It would' seem, indecd, that the =

sys'ems of farming to which Euglish farmérs have been long accustomed are well adapted
to restore condition to the land, while Canadian methods arc better suitgd to the present
condition of .the North-West. It is.atthe same-timo true that mavy Epedish farmers wonld

" do well in the North-West, particularly ‘those whose eapital is small; £nd Who are not too

old for pitneer life.. :Yeét in the Lower Provinces they wold find farms and Tiomes merein -,
keeping with those” they leave ‘behind in England, | Their sons, in turn, will move in the .

Aircetion of 'the setting sun,

e o . Lo . . o L A o vt A

[XS
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" REPORT .OF.MR. HUGH McLEAN, - = .
: ' "Rka, Tai'bért,,N;'B,,‘ T T

INE DELEGATE-OF THE KINTYRE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. '

- YESTERDAY. (Nov. 19,71880). Mr. Hugh McLean, Rhu, the delegate appointed some time ago by
the Kintyre Agricultural Society, to visit Manitoba, and report as to its suitabilify for "emi,«r'ir}s:-
‘The

" delegate was accompanied to the platform by Provost Greenlees, ex-Provost Galbmith,’liiiv. g

" . .C. Russell, David McGibbon, Esq,; Chamberlain to his Grace the Duke of Argyll; Lachlan

.Clark, Esq. ; Robert. Aitken; Esq. ; John Gilchrist, Esq, ; Charles McConachy, Esq.; J: ames B,

. ‘Mitchell; Esq, and James Littlejohn, Esq. . David' McGibbon, Esq., occupied the chair,\and-

- " briefly introduced Mr. McLean.'—Campbelltown Courier, November 20, 1880, ' o

 The following-is the text of the report : S . .

- After.certain preliminary arrangements in London bad.been completed, it was fixed that I -

. rhould sail for Quebec-on the 5th August, 1880, by the Allan Line steamer, Sardinian, Captain. .
. Dutton. : PR oo . ’ . R
“ The Sardinian is a magnificent specimen of marine architecture. Her tonmage is 4376. “She

is'divided into seven water-tight compartménts, is propelled by. a pair of direct-acting compoun

- high and low.pressire engines of 2800.horse power, and maintains a speed of 14 knots per hour,) -

She.is strongly built, ¢arries ten life-boats, has accommodation for 180 saloon, 60 intermé .ate,”

and 1000 steerage passengers. The steward’s department-is. managed in the most approved

. .manner, nothing is wanting to conduce fo the comfort of the passéngers ; and-every attention is .

" shown that the most fastidious could reasonsbly desire. The berths are -comfort#ble and
well ventilated, the lights ‘entirely under the control of persons appointed fo Jight and extinguish
them. . L . L ST -

- . The ship arrived'at Moville about 11 a.m. on the 6th. We sailed in the evening about 3 p.m.

. The time did not hang heavily on our hands, being enlivened by Captain Dutton's lectures on the

* -Pyramids, Tabernacle, etc.; together.with very good music, instrumental ‘and “vocal. Having
seen five icebergs, one large whale very close to the ship, and a.school of five others' about thréee
miles off, everyone was pleased .to find ‘that we were entering thé straits of Belle Isle. The .
beauty of that sail up the St. Lawrence was éxquisite, . ) o ’ joo

" Having arrived at Point Levi on Sunday the 15th, our luggage was taken to the Cusfom- -
‘Houge.shed for examination.,, ‘We then procured tickets for Montreal. Perhaps what attracts -
one’s attention most of all on the way is the charréd stumps of trees that stand up like men) say .-

. ini spaces of gix or seven feet apart. 'They give a desolate look to-the country, as if the Hand of

- the'destroyer was wasting it.© The impression to a Scotch mind is-waste. Beantiful plantations

- (for_he can as yet scarcely realise that they are forests) are- on.fire. It makes him feel sad to-
shink that-these woods sre-not in the home market.. The land along'the line of railway from " .

-Point Levi is .occupied by Frenciv Canadians.. Their crops seemed:light. "The ot crop was
much lighter than at home. - - . | R P . J
“Before leaving Point Levi (opposite ‘Quebec), I was informed that His "Excellency; the
Governor-General was in Nova Scotia, and had telegraphed to Ottawa that he wished mé'to

. visit the Annapolis and Windsor districts of Nova Scotia, Sussex valley in New Brunswick, and
the Eastern Townships of Quebec, as well as Ontario, anid the North-West. I felt that the.task
was onerous, that no ‘time could" be gpared, and therefore. on Monday presented myself at
Ottawa. . Here I found that the Hon. Mr. Pope, the Minister of Agriculture, was in England 3~

- that Mr. Lowe, Secretary to the Department, was in Quebey, and would not be back il next
day. "~ ¥ wasg, however, received by Dr. J. C. Taché, who gave me a letter of introduction to Mr.- -

-Hespeler, Ymmigration Agent, Winnipeg. I then returned to Montresl.. Tshould’ mention in
passing, that Dr. Taché is the Députy Mimster of Agriculture, that he has written a very éxce}s

\
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" lent pamphlet on the Colorado po§ato;bectle, showing how to oppose its ravages. As-the

: .pamphlet is largely circulated throughout the Dominion, I do not doubt but that it has heen
instrumental; where the suggestions contained in it are-attended to, in allaying, and in many - |

places nullifying, the ravages of that destructive insect.. The metliods of destroying the beetleo:
are, first, handpicking ; and second,. Paris green. ., The latter is very efficient. - A
Before leaving Ottawa, I was much impressed with the beauty of its public buildings, con-

. spicuous amongst which, situated on a.hill, are.the Parlisment Hpuses, consisting of three blocks,
" forming three sides of a square, all detached. The.grounds' around are very tastefully laid ‘out. -

The Post Office is an elegant structure. T .
, Ottawa is famed for its trade in lumber, which in Canindian means ‘timber.’ The saw-mills -
are-g study in themselves. The railway station- from which I went to Montreal is at Hull, on -

the enst side of the Ottawa river. -I.saw the Chaudiere falls when passing the suspension .

bridee, and perceived that limestone is the prevailing rock of the district., There are slides, or.

timber erections, in the river, to ghide the: rafts that descend the river:to-the various saws .

mills.. .

. The land around Hull is véry good, and judgirig from the condition of sixée'p and czittie, as o

. visible ffom the railway, the grass must -have a fattening .quality. Crops of wheat; oats, buck-

wheat, and corn-whirled past as the train sped’ from station to station. Wooden houseés, with ~

verandahs'in front, constantly met the eye; wood fences everywhcre,.till at last night closed the

_ scéne. At length we arrived. at ‘Hochclaga station, which is thie name of the original Indian

village, on the site of which Montreal is built. : . o ;
. The'eity of Montreal is-situated on.an island.  The Victoria Bridge crosses the St. Lawrence,
its length being 9194 feet. . THe "¢ity- contains many objects of interest, which were seen on my

“ return; but on this day I visited Notre Dame Church, which -internally is & most exquisitely- .-

. finished place of worship. The Crucifixion, -the  Apostles, the altar, the, candlesticks, the gold ... "

. till next morning, When daylight came the morning was very wet. The country was beautiful.
"I-found several fellow-passengers by the Sardinian were in the train." ‘We wereall glad to meet,

" but they dropped out one after another, and we were lost'to each other probably for ever. . We = -

. drove ‘through.a country farmed by English, Scotch,- anid Irish. There are good crops, good

and crimson decorations, all surpass description, and fill the beholder with awe and admiration:
I started for London,.Canada West, by the evening train, but saw nothing of the country

cattle, good houses.  The fields are rich with golden-coloured gratin, The orchards loaded with
fruit. Everything to the passing visitor has the appearance of plenty. Now we pass fields of
clover. Arrived at Port Union, we pass more clover fields. Swamps intervene, then light crops. .
By-and-by beantiful crops burst upon the view. Everywhere the fields are fenced with zigzag-

. rails, which appears to me to_gccupy. teo :much land; but the British Canadians adopt them .

universally. We come.to Toronto,
We,

replace wooden houses, generally a fair. sign of a prosperous farmer ; but sometimes I was told
emulation induces a.man tobuild & fine house while his. land is ‘niortgaged. We pass Breslau,

which seems by the map to be not far from the Banks and Braes ¢’ Bonuie Doon ; then through ~ " )
Berlin, Hamburgh, Stratford, St. Mary’s, at which Ias} place I changed for London, and’saw the .

. lnst of my last Sardinian.

‘and awoke t6'find myself surrounded by glorious sunlight, and everything smiling. -

-I arrived"at London and téok train for Newbury, for the purpose of paying a short visit to.a
Kintyre settlement. - I was driven.over a clayey road from Newbury to Crinan by the light of -
the “moon, -and 23 yet saw nothing of the country. My quartérs at Crinan were with.the
Rev. John Milloy, a native of Clachaig, Kintyre.” In common with the whole settlement, I was
rouscd about two o’clock in the morning by a thunderstorm. In the midst of it all I fell aaleep, .

I partly visited in the-neighbourhoodwthe farms of Messrs. John McMurchy, from Ij-e:milag- .

bhoich ; Archibald McEachran,from" Auchnadrain ; James Stalker, from Achnacloich, Muasdale; . ¢

‘Duncan Stalker, from the same.place ; Do%ald~ MecMillan, brother-in-law to Mr, John Gilchrist,.
Ballivain ; Messrs, Duncan- Campbell, frofi- Ballochroy ; Finlay McNab, from Cour; Donald
McCallum, from Carradale; Peter McMillan; from’ Achnafad, and many others, all natives of

- Kintyre, and'all evidently doing well. .I then called on Mr. Neil Walker, from Achnaglaic, near

Tarbert (who had no notice of my approach), and who gayvp me a hearty welcome. I took the®
liberty of putting inquiries to him, as to his-success fince ht left Tarbert. in the year 1874. His
farm I found to consist of 100 acres, one-third or 33} acres being under wood for fuel, ane-third -

proceed and pass through Guclﬁh’. "On the run we-notice brick 'building‘s going up to

under wheat and hay, in proportions of about 18 acres of the former, and say 16§ of the latter; - .

sthe remaining third contained 8 acres barley, 2 acres Indian corn, 14} acres,oats, anid the balance
. co T~

“Summer fallow.

. The summer fallow land-is plougﬁéd in’ .auhlmx; 5. it lies‘exposed to',frosﬁ'g.ll winter, and-to’
the sun till 1st September, when it is sown with fall wheat, "He explained that when the land- |

" is first ploughed, it is so tough that one would suppose nothing could grow on it, but by being

exposed to the frost in winter, and“to the sun in summier,.it»moulders’ away until it is'like the
soil of .a molehill. The soil in this part is black moild above and clay below, which, after -
., . -, t . . ” 3 e :.‘, .

©

[N . - N

‘.,

.



~
.

30 M: Ryl 'j[élcan’s I{iy)orl..

f v

’ znxposurle, is good producing wheat land. If the-clay is undrsined, itis good for most crops, even
" for apples, - : " . . o
- The first year Mr. Walker came to Canada he bolight his present holding, which cost 3800 *
dollars, or £760, includhig log-house, barns, cte,, he having also the straw of the waygaing crop..
He sows 2.bushéls of fall yitent and 2} bushels of oats to the imperial acre.  He sowed 30 bushels
. of ‘wheat last year and had 234 bushels, which he considered very poor, and much below the

average. ‘He had the year before thrashed 250 bushels from 12 of sesd. © His potatoes are much
the same as at home. ‘Lhe rotation he fallows is to plough land that was under wheat (without
grass) last year, in the fall, and sow oats in it.in spring. .After oats, summer fallow it ; after
fallow; sow wheat again, but putting all the manure the farm produces on the fallow. Turnips

and mangel wurzel are not grown.  He had 10 milk cows, 7 two-year;olds, 4 one-year-olds,’

82 ewes and 20 lambs, 5 pigs, and 3 horscs. He and his two sons Iabour thé yround, .

- The #lowing were the receipts and espénditure for the past year ¢

. - Produce, of cows sold. ..

w e 160700
‘Twe threg-year-old stots - T v . 5600
Wheat., . e e . .o . 23300
Wool . o .. .. G e L AT
; Lawbs. - oo . Ll 0 o LT LY L 6007
S 1 T T T T .1 U
v ) ———
‘ S O [ -
CBseENDITCRE—. D o e
. Interest on £3,500 . - , o e T e« 8190100
. Taxes « .= " ¢ .-, S, . . 20000
: Labour . - . o . . e . 191400 ) .
Clothing-* « . .+ .« .. . .. 1000000 -7 0
 Smith-work « & . &7 0 L B . . 500 ‘
S — 0600,

f
——— .
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" In_ giving the above, it is to be understood that the itemsinécrést,,i:ﬂipur, and ;:lotliing are -
merely estimated, as he does fiot pay. interest, and the labour is done by his family. The follow-
ing were Mr. ‘Walker's rebinns of various-cereals.since he ewigrated in 1874:  *

v

S ——

YEAR. WHEAT, -BaARLEY. | CQats. - | PEASE,
- 1875 | . 170 bushels. . 80 bushels. - 600 bushels, | 220 bushels. -
1o1sre | as0. .. — -+ |- o, w0,
1877 1 810, . -~ 220 ,, $105 .
o o | s o0 Ll e o= T 210, LIy
R T I - e N 165 .57,

o

." He wished to impress on me_that the land still requires great improvements to be made on
. it, and that if it were farmed un the same system that isfadopted at home, it would produge
- double what it now does. With regard -to the yield of the cows Mr. Walker stated that—in °
* Moy last, 2019 1b. of milk were sold, which made 182 Ib. of cheese, which, minus expenses of -
‘factory, realised 16-56 dollars, or.£3 6s. 2d. In the -roonth of June 2996 1b. of milk were sold
. to the factory, making 276 Ib, of cheese, realising 17-60 doliars, or £3 10s. 5d. He stated that .
in Julythere was a drawback owing to the hot weather. - In August and: September, although
.. there was less milk, it took less milk to make a pound of cheese. October is the best money
making month in the jear. . He can average 20 dollars per month for six months out of the ten
cows,:and can sell 40 dollars'worth of butter ; that is, the cows produce. 160 dollars, or &32,,or an
. average of £3 4s. per cow-per annum. - s R . S
7 Next day I.dropsé to Gﬁenc‘dél “Maple-trees abound along the route. I passed Battle Hill,
“ the scene of a fight between the Amcricans.and the British during the war of 1812. Before -
{7 . cowing to Glencoo I was shown a farm, the.cwner'of which had turned his attention to fecding

— .
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- cattle for the home market. Passed: the residence of a lady, a mnative of Tangy Glen, At
" Glencoe, which a few years ago was » small hamlet, but which now is-a little town, having good.
shops, and doing a good business, I saw: for the first-time: the sunflower, a large yellow flower
that always faces the sun. S e - ' ) .
On the train from Glencoe fo London T met Dr. -MecAlpine, a native of Lochgilphgad.. -He ; -/
wished me to visit Kilmartin, in the ncighbonrhood of Lionden, arnd to call for his brother, &
farmer there, but I could not do so. He corroborated Mr. Walker’s account of the Canadian
method of farming. . o L ; ) o
On the train 1 fell in with a Dutchman, Mr. Jacob Utter.- Fle bas a store, and owns several -
.- farms.- He stated that Ayrshire cattle , were rather tender for a Canadian winter, but that a
: cross between an Ayrshive cow and the Durham bull was the best Breed they possessed 3 that o
good’cow would produce milk to make 3 1b. 0f cheeseperday, that nine cows averaged 23 dollars
“each, or £4 124, for six months. He mentioned that the gencral. return for wheat thronghout
the country was 25 bushels per acre ;, oats, 30 bushels, barley, 35 bshels, and potatocs, 250
bushels. He gave the following ratés of wages as applicable to_thé district : Man-gervant, .
-20 dollars or £ per month, with board and’ lodging ; or for twelve months, 150 dollars, that is
£30, maid-servant, 5 doHars or £1 per month.. The following were the.retail prices of various
articles, given by him and converted into British money : Steak, 4id., other beef 6id. to.4id.
Ib.; Rio_coffce, 1s. 04d. to-1s. 5d. per lb.; sngar, 33d. to 53:L 5 tobaceo, 1s. 03l to 2. 6il.;
,bread, 2 1b., 6} cents, or 12} cents for 4 1b. Joaf—63d.; pork, 2§d.to 6d.; ham; 6d. o
. Having arvived at Sarnia, I made the acquaintance of Captain L. M. Morrison, of,Corunna -
(Moore County), on the St. Clair River. His farm consists of 200 acres. I did not visit it until -
1y return from Manitoba, but I will here state his experience. His returns were : Fall wheat,
25 bushels per acre ,, oats, 30 to 50 bushels. Of potatoes he just planted sufficient for home con-
sumption.* Plants them.from beginning of April to’ beginning of May ; digs them about
- st September: The following is the rotation he follows :* Sows wheat this fall along with grass-.
" seed, 13 bushel wheat and } bushel grass-secds per acre (mixture being 3 of timothy and } of
- clover, often half the,quantity is sufficient).. Next yedr, a crop of hay ; next year again, another
crop of hay (no manure or top-dressing). Lets the land lie two yearsin pasture. . He mentioned
that he had land in pasture for four years, but that.it was run out when he got it, having beea
twenty-sik years in succession under crop.” ~When a field is broken from lea, he puts -cats in it , -
.. (2 bushels per acre, sown with seed-drill). - In some cases, where the land is, dirty, he doesnob
- crop it the tirst year; but re-ploughs jt several times during the season, and crops it for fall wheat -
. by 1st September, Manure-is put on the fall wheat, The land is'not under-drained, but surface-~
- .drained. = It consists-of & strong clay-with a vegetable mould on top. Clay land is ‘the best land
for wheat. Land thit a crop of oats cannot be raised off here will raise wheat. It would raiso
oats if manured. His furnips were sown broadeast—1 Ib. of seed to § of an'acre.’ Turnips so
sown by him this. year promise to be a good crop: Putting. turnips into cld land, they are sown
_ in drills, bt the drills are not raised ; mercly run the turnip-sower on the level swrface abont -
'"13 inches.apart, and thin thein 10 inches apart. . "' - ; v N
- - Potatoes are planted in hillocks a pace apart. Indian corn is put in from the 24th May to
*.*1st' June,. The reason for not putting corn in earlieris that it is liable to spring frost. It is pug
in for cleaniny the land principally. ™ Indian corn is cut whilst soft and the.shaws green, fo have
the benefit of the latter for milk cows, as the shaws.are better for-cdttle than hay. - The grain is-
" not sold, as producers in Canada are unable to compete with the United States. | ‘.
.. Price of wheat, 1 dollar per bushel of 60 Ib. ; barley, 60 cents per bushel of 48 Ib. ;. oats, 34
to 38 cents per bushel of 32 1b. ; potatoes, 40 cents per bushel; good timotky hay, 10 dollars, o

£2 per ton ; Indian corn, 30 cents. |

_ OF the two farms of 100 acres each which Captain Morrison owus, one is fully clearcd nf " -
wood, the other'is half cleared. -He has in one farm nineteen acres under cats'and cotn, twenty:
under barley, tiventy-two under hay and wheat, seven and five under hay, soven of orchard land,
twelve under whent, and- the remainder in pasture; and in the -other ‘farm, fifty-acres under.

-wood, the remaifider hay and pasture. He hag in all 400" apple-trées and twenty plum-trees.

. He can sell 600 ‘bushels of apples, all grafted fruit. - -His stock consists of twelve cows, twenty.- "

- eight head of young cattle, from half a year to three years old. The cows vield from 3¢ t0 5
" uallons of-milk per day during the grazing and fecding months. Milk weighs 8 1b. to the gallon)~—
which gives from 30 to 40" Ib. of milk, or 3 to.4 b, of cheese per cow per dicm.  He usually gets
from 7 to 10 cents, or from 3id. to 5d. per 1b. for cheese.. . L Lo ;

* . Prico given for fat cattle is. 4% cemts per Ib., live weight ; usual weight is from 1050 to

- 1100 1b., but he has had them a5 high as 1400 to 1500-1b. The proportion for dressed beef is .
58 1b. per 100 Ib. of live beef.. The price of milk cows, any pure breed, is 25 to 35 dollars, that

i3 £5 to £7 ; but he had been asked'£20 for s thorongh-bred Dirham cow. Three-year-old .
steers, cost 35 dollars each, or £7; . Average weight of sheep,.80 Ib.  Would pay'for an imported
Leicester tup 30 dollavs, or £6, but usually gets them. amongst his ncighbours at from 5 t0,10. .
dollars, that is £1 to £2.  Draught-horses sell at 100 to 150 dollars, or £20 to £30 each; being,
from 154 te 16-hands high; average weight'of a horse is 1250 1b. He has'two:mares weighiny
2000 1., and 17 hands high whirl b* walues at 400 dollars, or £830 for the two.; | Pigr are either

By
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J Sujfélk or Berkshire. Céining' in in Spring, and killed ne'(b Fcbroary, they generaﬁy weigh,
250 1b. 5 price«6 to 7-cents per Ib.” Wool sells at 31} cents, or.1s. 33d. per Ib. - Lambsat -
3 dollars, or 12s, each. o . e o

Man servanit, boarded, gets’ 15 dollars,
S 8.

Lad servant, ” Ly Jor£112« - -
. Maid servant - - ¥ 5 o/ or£l - . .
. . - Man gervant for two monthy - 20 dollars. - o, o

e *, . “Man employed per day during harvist, 1 dollar per day, -
"' - . Taxeson 200 acre faxm, 27 dellars, pr £14 8a, T

g .

- 1 sailed from Sainia, at- the foot of Lake Huron, ¢n board the' steamship Ontario, Captain
* . - Robertson, bound for Duluth, a,town in Minnesota af the head of Lake Superior, and had for
fellow-passengers geveral Canadian farmers. The follpwing is the rotation followed by Mr. Fek:
- ford, near Dunkeld Station, County Bruce, Ontario. e breaks up the field, sows it with pease ;
. when pease are removed fiest. year, hé. ploughs and fsows it with wheat' in the fall, about 15th .-
"7 September.  Next.year again the wheat crop comes ¢ff at the end of July; he then ploughs it,
“zmd in the winter takes out his manure and puts it itf heaps on the field. ~As soon as the land is
. dry in spring, he spreads and ploughs it in. -, Abous.flst June he drills it up and sows turnips,
‘twenty-two to twenty-four inches apart, and thins tHem at from twelve to fourteen inches. His
first ploughing is as deep as the tcam can afford—about eight inches. The soil is clay.
. ='We left Duluth by rail for Winnipep. . - U
"From what_could be seen that evening on tha railway cuttings, the soil was black vegetable
mould. I could see that a great level tvact, ihterspersed with. swamps, formed the general ;
feature of the country. o o e A
" . Night baving come oix and rain, we arrived at'St. Boniface; opposite Winnipeg, under most
. inauspicions circumastances. The strectg of Winnipeg came into view by light of the windows,
but they were nrud. It was with a feelinis of relief that we got landed at our hotcl.' The land- . -
lord, who'was a Canadian Highlander; received us kindly, and, after some trouble to himsclf, .
owing to the lateness of the hour, and the absence of waiters and, others, got us as substantial a
supper as the circumstances could afford. The house, owever, was’ fully occupied. I gota
shakedown, and spent the first night in the Prairie City pretty comfortably.  After breakfast™
an English fellow-passenger and I went to St. Boniface in search of .our luggage which was
to be examined.: We grudged the 50 cents each that were paid on the preceding night, and-,
' were determined to alk rather than be fleeced agdin, * The -morning was. dry, but the
-~ wooden pavements were as slippery as ylass with the greasy mud.” We reached the Red River, .
and crossed in the ferry-boat, which was ,of great beam.and capacity, and could take not a
few buggies, waggons, ete., with-their horses and occupants, over edch time. "I forget the fare
! paid. 'We reached the opposite side, and then' saw the steep.bank which we descended on the”
- prévious night, which .we now ascended with great difficulty. We soon-thereafter got our
- luggage passed by the Custom-House officer. - A. person with ‘checks’ asked us if wewished our * -
luggage sent to our hotel: ;/We agreed that it should be sent, &nd had to pay 75 cents for two -
. articles, or 150 for four.” We smarted under this, but there was no help forit. I suspectthat --
before we got the luggage to the hotel, and paid the ferry both ways, it was.a pretty expensive
- . item, My companion and I then called 'upon Mr. Hespeler, and teceived a map and printed regu-
lations respecting the disposal of certain public Jands for the purposes of the Canadian Pacific
- Railway. He also gave me a jotting of the route he suggested I should take, in order to see the - .
country.. Several things combined to prevent my following his foute. I had, therefore, to devise - .
a route for myself. - By the time the call was made, and another' call at a bank, we found that -
the stéamer for Portage la. Prairie, which was the place I intended proceeding to, had sailed up -
" the Assiniboine ; and as there was no ‘stage till Monday I had nothing for it but to wait'at
. Winnipeg. -~ [ o o o
In the }ntgrval, aving been advised by Mr. Sinclair, Millef Street, Glasgow, to call on Mr, ~
) Ggrne, Winnipeg, Mho owns land at Sturgeon Creek, I did so, and Mr. Gerrie kindly offercd to
s drive me to bis farii when the roads became passable. At present they werelabsolitely impass-
" able. I'was, therefqre,.somewhat down-hearted at my bad fortune in losing the steamer gnd ,
being: detamgd &t Winnipeg; but bore up thé best way I could.’ Meanwhile, T was introduced.
-by Mr. Gerrie-to Mr. Bathgate, Main Strect,sWinnipeg, who informed me that. coal had been
discovered on the Souris River, and is in| coyfse of being worked, ahd some of jt brought down to
Winnipeg. He said that a railway is likely to be construtted Detween Winnipes and the Sousis
River, also that coal had been found on thy Pembina Motintain. Further, that great quantities of
- coal, of the very best quality, had been discovered on the Saskatchewan River, but thet; in the'™
meantime, this was very far distant. He also stated “that ofi certain parts of the Canadian
Pacific line of railway not only coal byt other minerals were reported to have been found. Mr.

. Baghgate took me to an office in"Wirfhipeg where I procured & specinfen of the coal from the -
. Souris River, which I have in my pofsession now. roat® R al
. N " LT | - - K [ - - . - .
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The following is the experience of Mr. \IcCorquodalc, Hcmhnn-lcy

* He left Craxﬁmsb .Argyleshire, in 1853, for Cannda. Had. many 'nrdsh;ps when he came to-.
Canada. -. Bought 100 acres at 1 dollar per acre ; had to clear it all of wood. Theland was'in
the townshxp of Greenock, baek of Kincatdine, Lake Huron. He got on very well there. -Two
of liis sons and himself, three years ago, came.to Maritoba to sce the country. It pleased him, '
so well that he did not ‘return to Canada. His sons, ‘returncd temporarily. ~ He himsclf- spent
six weeks travelling through the country, locking for & suitable place. He'did not sleep in a
bed.all that time. - He' took this farm by ‘share from the propriefor, Mr. Cunninghame, Mr.
I\IcCorquodale s terms were to work the farm and get half the profits, ,During the first year he!

83

looked out for a suitable place clsewhere, and.purchased one’ of 320 acres for himself, and onc of -

+ 320 for his son, in the south of the province. There is n good dwelling-house on each. farm.

The farms are partly sown and partly planted, ready for his going thero next month. Idrove | l

through these farms on a future day. They were next to the Mennonite Scttlement; on the way |

from Pembina Mountain. Other four sons bought each 320 acres at the back of “Rock” Lake,

about 60, miles farther west: ¢ considered that Manitoba was very far before that part of .
Canada he came from, but the wads, he said, werc very far behind. This was cettainly a
great’ ‘ingonvenicnce to new-comers. © Anyone coming here,’ said be, ‘taking up a house, has
nothing to complain of, comparafively ; but if onehas not got a house, he must preparetogo over
the country and pitch his tent, and that is, not always agreeable.” - o
The foilowing is a statement by Cohn, Ins son, ot‘ the capa.bllxtxes of the ‘hmd presently )
* farmed by his father: ;
*\Wheat (2 bushels sown’ pcr acre) produced 35, bushels.” The wheat is sowrfin spring. Fall-
. wheat is not' generally sown in Manitoba, but* a test has been' made, and -it_has succeeded.
Reaping commences in August. The land is plyughed right up that same- fall, when wheat iy
sown dgain in spring in succession for years, Weight, 64 lb., never-less than 60 b, per bushel. -
*Oats average 75 bushels per acre, but it is no¢ unusual to ta.ke 100 bushcls offy Sow 2} to
3 bushels per acre. Qats weigh 34 1b. . ! .
* " *Barley does well. Sow 2 bushels per acre, rebmis 60 bushels.
" Potatoes—3 bughels- pla.nted produced 87 bushels 400 ‘bushels have bocn r:used per acro,”.
. but not on his father’s farm, . -
STurpips do well.-- 7 " - o :
_“Indian-corn does:not’ npen. Farmeis cut it green, and it makes an e\cdlent fecd A
' ‘Gabbaﬂ‘ew, carrots, lettuces, parsnips, cucumbers, melons, squashes; etc;, do wdl o
¢ Have not vet grown applcs Old settlers have n-rown“themi/;/ T
‘Pnces—\Vheat, 65 to 105 cents; oats, 42 to 75 cewrley, 60-to ()‘o cents 5y po{:a.toee, 11 O
to 125 cents. Thc two pricés are fall and spring rates.
- All round is a”grazing country If a’man -cuts as much gmss as wxll feed his ca.ttle, itis
then suitible for grazing '

B

than in'all the other months, . .
-+ - July is hot, with-occasional thunder-sho“ erd,
August, warm and dry . ) i
September, do. o A o L
October, cool but dry. ) : o - ’ '
November, winter sets in about IOth. It sets in with fmsi; end occ'mona.l fa,lls of snow, b.xt o
" not much snow.

December, snow falls about 20th The grcatest depth on the levcl is 22 mches. . %,
January, snow falls. - - . e PRI
February, do. S - \ ‘

" March, begins to get a lxttle \v'mn abont 15th bc«rms to'thaw.
A ril, snow being” off at, lattez: cnd of:- Murch befrm to plou"h a.nd 5QW. \Vea,ther plv %z'.n{.
for warking. : . .
May, usually ﬁn'* weather, a.nd devoted to' sowmg purposes
The months of March, April, and May are épiing ; Oct;ober is thc fall, .
Labour.—-—l‘arm serv:mtq 16 dollars per.month, &.4. .
Maid servants, 6 £1 ds.
o " Day labourers, 1} . ,, ” b0 13 dollar’ per.day.
..+ Paxes~No taxes till this year, except the school-tax. S .
B ‘Water is very good.in his place—the very best, pme aprm ; but in some other pnrts*it is
" impregnated with a.lkah and of & saltish nature.
Soil. —If the grass is short and. smooth, 'and not a cloae sward, that ground is not good. If .
. the grass is long, close Sward, and the soil black clay loam, that ground-is .good. Mammng the
alhah land with stable manurdugakes it good. The soit where nlkah is, 1s of a ‘sticky nature,
and manure loosens it. :
N.B.—I found. this dlsputed clsewhere, Somc say that two crops of beet mbsorb the a.lkah,
others langh at the iden, and say, ¢ Have nothing to do with it.’ R ;
Gmm is =old without any truu'bl«, to mcmhants. L. v

The hot weather begm'z in & une, about lst. J’une iy the \wet month more ram fa.lls in 11:‘ c
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| Milch-cows m:cmgé 35 dollsrsjor £7. They can.be bought'at that in the country éasily.

" "Cows are eross between native cattle and Durham hull. Team of hurses cost-from 250 dollars

to 300 dollavs.per pair, that is £50 to £60. -Team of oxeri, 140 dollars to 180 dollars,'or £28 to
£36. Drs. McCorguodale says'a cow will make 100 Ib. of butter in the season, from May up to -

" the .end of “September. Price, 20 to 25 cents—yielding £4 to £5. In winter'the price is 50 ~

" conts. Sweet milk cheese is 20 t0.25 cents. Egas, 25 to 35 cents per dozen. - Poultry | dollar.

“  hens ; 1 dollar each for ducks; 5 dollars'for a pair of geese.

for young turkeys; 3 ddllars for gobbler, and 1 dollar for turkey hens ;. 25 cents for ¢ommon
. I left Headingley next morning, driven in an Indian cart, and proceeded tn the Fiver Sale. -
We passed through three very bad swamps, from' three-quarters to one mile hroad, and of
indefinite length. These swamps might be drained into the Assiniboine and Sale Rivers without
much difficulty. K The Indian pony, Jeinnie; dragged-her owner and myself through -the swamps
and over -the prairie grass, eating a bite and running as she. ate, without being:.in the least .
fatigued. Her driver.used meither whip nor switch, but only a kind word of praise, which she. .
evidently understood, or 'a word of caution, which she understood equally well, or an appeal to
energy, which set her alFaflame when she:came to a.difficult spot. She was the -best of ponies. - .
-Her owner’s name was Emou. oo . . : T -
Mr. Alex. Murray, of the hostelry of the River Sale, a branch.of the Assiniboine, hasa

" stock of twelve cows,” The spring was so wet that he'did not sow wheat. ' He says the carriage

of wheat to Winnipeg. takes 25 cents off the price.. He mentioned that he had a fatm for sale -
in the countyof West Marquette, parish of Portage 1a Prairie, of which he gave me both par-

- ticulars and-price. ) . ) . . .
.. . We left the River Sale next day in.company with a Canadian, he being on horséback. We

were both bound for the Boyne settlement, “Weé passed some-very bad sloughs and went through™
three large swamps. The prairie grass .was very good and abounded with dog-roses,. which' .

- dotted" it all over, growing about eighteen inches high, and which were very besutiful. The

principal grasses ivere bone-grass and buffalo-grass, a brown grass said to be good for cattle, also. -
goose-grass, said to be very good for horses. These grasses indicate good soil. There is another

" grass in the prairie called by some arrow.grass, by others spear-grass. ~ When drawn and thrown

Y-

it sticks like a dart, and is-bad for sheep and cattle. It is always avoided for hay. . The arrows:
had "dropt off when I wags in thé country.  We arrived at Mr. Johnstone’s farm on the Boyne
after a long journey, during which. the Canadian horseman was left behing, his herse having

-"become exhausted, and he himself being obliged to dismount and walk. . He was close t0 & farm

at that juncture, which relieved my apprehensions for. his safety. T .
‘We sojourned with Mr."Joseph Wells Johnstone; who came from County Oxford, Ontario; in
1870, and scttled.on this farm. . Since he came to-Manitoba his.whest has averaged 32 bushels.

. per acre,-but he has thrashed it at 52 bushels and at 60 bushels, and five yedrs ago at 48 bushels.

Last year it was 20 bushels. He sows 1 bushel and 5 pecks to the aere. | .

"\ - s to oats, he considers this the best of countries for 6ats, which weigh 42 Tb. per bushel, and

produce 70 bushels per acre, - He has known, at Headingley, a ficld of ten acres produce 1010 °

bushels, or about 100 bushels per acre. P S ot
Barley weighs from 48 fo 52 1b., ‘and an acre produces from 50 t0:60 bushels. Findsa .

" market at Winnipeg, which is sixty miles distant from this. He grows no Indian corn. Price
2" of barley last year, 60 cents ; ocats, 50.cents ; wheat, 1 dollar.; potatocs, 50 cents per bushel;

" butter, 25 cents per 1b.; pork, 10 cents.-. ,

The system he adopts is : Starts plonghing about 15th June,"and breaks land till 15th 9 uly.
Leaves it lying till following fall: This ploughing is agshallow as possible—say 2-inches—and,

. from 12 614 inches broad.  In the fall he backscts it—that is, ploughs it the same way, being

3 inches deep and 12 to 14 inches wide. He harrows it in spring, and sows it with broidcast
seeder. - Has a 10-horse power thresher; charies 4% cents for threshing wheat, 3% for barley,
and 3 for'oats. .Sows timothy and white clover. ‘Timothy is 2 splendid success ; had oue piece

“which he. cut-in July, and expects to cut it again: before' winter. Mangel-wurzel does well, *

and 5o do turnips ; also onions, carrots, gooseberries, currants, and rhubarb. Buckwheat grows™
well, so do cucumbers, melons, squashes, and strawberries. . ¢ . - ’

With regard to flics, he says that the bull-dog is dreadful-in July on horse and cattle—xhakes
& horse lean, and he won't cat. . The mosquitoes need no comment’; they are very toublesome, -

. - The buffalo-ghat Is very bad for horses and cattle in June and July. There is alse thesand-fly,
which is not very bail; but is found where there is hizh grass and serub. : : b

May is a very nice month.

. June, very wet. ] . . T ’ _— .
. July, very hot ; hotter than Ontario—up to 160° in the diade. - . A
- August, showery and cool, . - . S Lo

September, fine weather,
"+ Qctober, very fine month, . L . .
" Novgmber, fine month ; clearand frosty. e . o
- December, snow—1-foot average ; freczes vory hard, s
- -Januery, vary eold 5 therm meter froze up last winter, |
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February, coldmonth, -
. March, not so coid ; snow bugins to niclt.

April, fine month, . - b |

. The soil is black vegetable mould and clay bottom, The water is spring water. The watcd
. i<'soodin the.Boyne scttlement. He says the heat,-even when the thermometer i3 at $0°, is not
, félt so much as.in Ontario, as there is always a"fresh breeze.  Althongh very eold in winter, he =

“says that'cold is more endurable than in’ Ontarin, there being less ¢hangeable weather in

o0’

“Manitoba. He spoke-of the Indians dying in the spring of the year from. consumption, but

. attribuitéd this to their being careless as to keeping their fect dry.

He has seven cows :Ll.ld three teams of horses. I took ,s;:.mp]cs'o'f onts and .w]_xca.t: .Hc has
one crab-apple tree begring fruit, of which he is very proud. Mr. Johnstone added : “In Ontario

all T could do was to make & living 5 here I have made money.’

T should have mentioned that we passed the Poplars before coming to {he- Boyne :{cii:lexﬁeﬁl;.

We passed Tobacco Creelc'settlement, which lay cast of us.

We started on the morrow for Nelspnville, but were overt&l.\'en'by Mr. Inman, of ‘the Bnyne,‘”
who owns 800 acres of land there.  Mr. Inman spoke of o blue flower -that always.indicated, by’
its presence, gqotl wuter.” He'mentioned that he paid 10" dollars for 160 weres, and got 160 acres

o \\th'im_t will average 30 bushels per acre, 60 1b,
- -'0ats vy, o, 40 3E

‘f(?r pre-emption price, VHe bought serip for the balance. He has 60 acres in crop,

. ] 3] A
| 1531'1&)’.; 1 » 30 n- w 481 ”
- Potatoes w2000 - 4y -y - 60y

He stated that he docs hot make butter, but rears cattle. The price "of wheat' i

s 1 dollar’

per bushel ; oats, 65 cents 5 barley, 60 cents ; potatoes,” 20. cents in the fall and 50 in the spring;
butter, 20 cents,  Young cattle ¢can be-bought in the fall for from 7 dollars (£1 8s.) to 10 dollars:
(£2) per-head. Hay can e made here, deduicting expense, tear, and wear, for 1 dollar {or 4s.)
per ton. Two tons of hay, with some straw; will winter a yecarling well, A three-year-old steer
is worth from 35 doBars (£7) to 50 dollars (£10). -Hence he considers it is more profitable to
rear cattle than to ‘grow wheat. This is the-way he puts it : ‘ Wheat was worth 1 dollar per
bushél in Winnipeg last season ; the year before, 60 cents only ; 40 bushels can be taken .in a
sledge-in winter over.the ice, by ‘a team of oxen, to Winnipeg, sixty miles-distant, It takes five

. duys to'make the roundl trip. -

' *Aman and his feam i3 worth 2 doHars 50 cents per day .. $12-50
Fxpebses on road not less than-. o, v Lo ’
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Price'of 40 bushely, af 51 ... . . . .o .- §40:00

Off expenses .. . e e e e e

| 40 buéhel;‘ reahfse , ' ... B19:50

"¢ Actuad price of wheat 48 cents, or 2s. per bushel”,

- . YL c—

20-50

4

T

. He says that a man on the river brought in 12 sheep from Ontario, and-they a,re'dning very
well, as he'has lost none yet. Prairie” dogs are dangerous, forsheep. - Water is good; and there

.is good timber near him.~ The Dominion harvesters are, very bad [N.B.—The blackbirds who

feed on wheat], Wages, 15 dollars-(£3) per month for farm servants, 25 dollars (£5) per month for .

“haying and harvest months; 6 dollars-for maid-servants (£1 4s.). Taxes—Schdol-tax is ;ths of a

centper 1 dollar, according to the'value of the land and- other property ; “he is also bound to give

three daffs of road labourfor cach 160 acres he’owns, or pay 1 dollar 50 cents per day.

The province-is divided into municipalitiés, in cach of which there is a warden and five coun-
cillors. In the municipality in which Mr. Inman lives, every man takes care of his own cattle,

.and is responsible’ for any damage done by. them to his neighbours’ crops from 1st

Octobér.., After that they ave free commoners. oy
Pigs are profitable — 8 dollars per 100 1b.  They are fed on cracked barley.
TFife wheat is sown mostly on the Boyne, also red chaff wheat. -
Oats—black oats chiefly, and white oats also arg sown. )

April to 1st -

A man coming here to settle, should start with’ oxen for the first two years, until he gets
anough crop to feed the horses. Having to erect a house, his horses are standing ‘exposed to the

wesather; whilst the oxen will talke care of themselves. : N

. Having arrived ‘atiNelsonville, I washed with soap and water in the hotel,. and felt an un-
common irritation: over xuy face, whilst my hair apd beard secmed to be glued..- I was told that

"’ this arose from alkali Water, and that na seap should-be used in washing. ' -

. M. Nelson, founder of the town, stated that when searching for water and digaing his well;
which is the well from which the dnhabitants - obtain drinking water, the vegetable mould

[
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was 18 ifiches to 3'feet deep ; then 3 to 4 feet of 'mrly clays then feet of solid grey cl.z) then
black soapstone. The-water is g(.m.m]]_y found between the clay and’ wapatone. ¢If not suc-

) ccw[ul, added Mr. ’\elson, ‘try another place.”

' Wheat produces 20 to 30 bushels per acre. “(.x"ht per lvuéhul, 64 to 66 b,
- 38 ’

Oats on 40 to-99 » ” ) - n S
cBarley” ,, . . 40t0.50° ", | " " .50 s '
Potatoes ,, 200, . on ' o

- Mr. Nelson came to Manitoba in 1877, "Iec_had planted cucumberq, pot.;toew, _.ﬂ)ba«cs—-
very weakly plants—on the 28th June, and they all cane good. .

Beets, turnips, and mangel wurzel do well. -

© M. Nelson corroborated previous statements -as. to the we'v.thor, remarl\m" that the ther:

mometer showed 110° in ‘the shade in July, but that one could stand the heat ‘bestter in Manitobs "

than in Ontario. He thought that the cool nights helped it. There are (ml) two or three nights
" “in the year, he said, that thev don’t use blankets. .
Heé remarked that. the thermometer froze Iast \vmter, but that the cold was endmable when

there was no wind. He is a miller by trade, having «mst mills which grind w he.»t, ctes, at 15
cents per bushel. -

Nelsonville - is a thriving little place,- ‘and the inhabitants aré kmd]v CItis (Iestmed tohe a
place of considerable trade; as it is on the track to Turtle Mountain, which is fast settling up.
Mr."Nelson showed me next day tomatoes sown on the 10th Mzy, which promised to ripen. T took
samples, but they did not keep. He showed me cauliflowéts, estimated by him at 4 to 5 1h.
weight. - Potatoes—early roses keep till the new ones come again. Plant them from 1st May to

“1st June. I took two samples, and one potato from a sced planted on 3rd July. When the hill
- was dug there wére scventeen potatoes on 1t, the sample taken being thcbx«mt.st. I also took an -
. 'achge onion. :

The Pembina Monnt is & rising eminerice, 50 gradual in ascont th'l.t I could net discover tbat

"I was ascending it. * gl‘pretty thickly wooded from Towriship 4 north, but has not such unin-

terrupted good prairie. “There is said to be a stretch of sandy land not very good for settlement

is on the east side of Rock Lake. -

The Rev. Mr..Edwards, whom I ﬁct, stated’ that there was- plcnt) of l'md all through the -

country that could be got from men holding the land on Crown patents; ~ Tobacco Creek 1 con-

sidered the best settlement in-the country. The scil is loose black vegetable mould, clay bottom, .

The water is very good there ;" wells can be had from eight to twenty v fect decp. Wood is rather
scarce, being from six to ex"ht niiles distant. . thkblrds (or Dominion harvesters, as Mr. Inman

-called them) resort to woods and water, but will not go far away from a good supply of both.

All the land about Tobacco Creek is owned by«‘ private individuale, Mr. Edwards stated that

reasonable at that price.
Having now turnied towards Mountain City we passcd Minniw: aehtey meaning * good w ater,
also Adamson .Creek and Deadhorse Creek. 1 was struck with finding boulders of gmmte on

. the-road to Mountain City, being evidently floated there during the glacial period.

N

The number of houses that. Mountain City rejoices #n is ewht, but it will probably be a bw

place Ly -and-by. . After leaving Mountain City the stage procecded to Stoddurtville, where we -
-put up for the- xuz,ht. Mr. Stoddart had very good crops. Neéxt morning we started early, pass-

ing Calamity Creek and Liffey Creck, an- Imsh sottlement, and the farm of Mr. Wmdmm, M P,
Bluff, South Dufferin.
Dltmmtely, after passing various. hrms, amongst athers, Mr. \IcCorqnodalos, we came to

i Auatcrvxtch, a Mennonite village, Before voming to it we saw a great patch of alkali land,

The crops in this nelghbourhood were light.

‘Wé could, on looking back, n@ow dx:,cover that we ha.d descended the mountmn, but the
descending was not realised in the act. The Mennonites have very good crops.. Their cattle
pasture to(rether in great herds. They had steam threshers, and all their houses were neatly
thatched.” They also had machine-houses to hold their agricultural implements.

An.accident happened to our stage by the rim of “the left fore wheel coming oﬂ' which
we repaired under peculiar circumstances. We came soon to County Touro, Rhmel:md, and
met o party of emigrants. . We passed Spipe Lake,.and percewed a horse threshmg-mlll
treading the corn under foot, according to the Eastern custom. - We met the Governor of
the Mennonites driving out. A large windmill made of wood was in_one of the villages.
Tltimately we came to Nyonloch, and dined in & Mennonite cottage. Everything-'was very
clean and tidy. Sunflowers were cultivated in the gardens, as were also poppies.

- We came next to Grangehall, ultimately to the Rifer' Moraye, and saw. Smu'mlers Point,
+ Dakota, not far off. I‘ma.lly we crossed the Red River, and entered the thnvmg little city

of Xmerson. The city of XKmerson conlains -nbout 1,500 inhabitants, and it appears to be a

. beyond it, but good land . comes again at Turtle Mountajn, which is well woodcd. Crystal City

_ 5 dollars an acre was the highest price asked. for lnnd and from the location” he -considered it

" place where'a good Dusincss is done. The mud xs not quxte 80 bad as thmt of \anxpcg,~'

hut. it ;s bad enough

-

v
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.~ 0On Monday I returned ‘to Winnipeg. The streets by this time had dried up, Lut-the
“ruts made driving very unplensant. . . o N

The following are the prices of ¢ertain articles at Winnipeg : Breaking plough, 23 to 20 dollavs:;
common plough, 16 to 22 dollars ; reaper and mower combined, 200 dollars ; horse hay-raker.
35 to 45 dollars ; waggons, 95 dollars; spades, 1 dollar; shovels, 1 dollar 25 cents;  hay-forks,,

%5 cents ; manure forks, 1 dollar ;-harrows; 15 to 35 dollars ; two hoow pails, 25 cents; three

hoop pails, 30 cents ; 16 in. ‘tubs, 90 cerits ; “hlankets, 3 dollars; woolY 20 to"40 collars per
1,000 feet ;-dressed wood, 30 to 60 dollas; ‘shingles, 6 dollars per 1,000 ; "lathes, 5 dollars

per 1,000 ; nails, 5 dollars per 100 1b.; doors, 2% dollars ; sashes, 1 dollar per pair; ‘single _

harness, 20 dollars ; double, 35 dollars; hay, 7 to 12 dollars per ton, . .
The population of Winnipeg is from 8,000 to 10,000, and that of the Province of Manitoba

- is said to be 100,000. The Indians are supposed to number about 4,000, - There are about

13,000 half-breeds, who are a mixturc of English and Indian, 'Scotch and Indiin,” and- Irish
and Indian. The DMennonites are Russian).and number about 7,000. There are about 18,500
Irench in the province. L : LRl o - :
The Province of Manitoba is in latitude 49° 0’ to 50° 2’ north. It contains 9,000,000 aeres
and i ‘divided into four countics—Selkirk,-Provencher, Lisgar, and Marquette, (and thes
into twenty-four districts), cach of which returns a member to the Dominion Parliament. The

" land in the province 1s divided into ten strips. . :

1,400,000 acres of land are reserved for the Indian, half-breeds. and 512,000 acres for the

=

Mennonites. The scctions throughout the province belonging to the-Hudson Bay and school -
_ districts are likewise reserved. . There are also Indian reserves. . e . .

“Unless the land held by speculation is thrown open the-tide 6f emigration must flow west-

- ward ; so that until the country is-opened by railways, its future prosperity must undoubtedly be

greatly. retarded. The wild animals of Manitoba are deer; bears, brown and black; prairie

wolves, not formidable $o man, but destructive to sheep ; foxes, badérers, skunks, gofers, and the °©

caumon grass snake. . Grasshoppers and frogs.  Locasts were very destructive some years ago,
-Lut they have not re-appeared: It is noticeable that all wild animals fall.back with the advent

of the white man. - Duffalo bones aré common on the prairie, but no buffaloes. Although I

went through what ‘was last year & bear country, not a hear was visible this year.. The mos-
-quitoes and other fly pests become less venomous as agriculture advances, As for fowl, there are
ducks, bittern, prairie chickens, and partridge ; and of ‘bizds of prey, hawks of great size; also

_several others whose names I did not ascertain. “The prairie does not look like a solitude; there |-
:is always plenty of lifc moving about. The grass reminds one forcibly of fields of waving rye-
* wrass, - Trecs are found along the course. of streams. In some parts they have to drag woud a

)

though wood is not far distant from their settlements, : )
Bad land is essily known from the smoothness of the surface, the sort of Lluish-greén of the

“listance of twelve miles, Cumpressed straw- and manure is used for fuel by the Mennonites,

" crass, and the Wery sickly hue of the thin vegetation. There is no alkali where timber grows,
. The wolf-willow, a sort'of scrub, grows on good land.- Moles or gofers -show hills which, if of
_hlack clay or loam, without grey or whit: clay or gravel, indicate good land. ‘When light clay:-

or gravel is turned up, the land is not desirable,

- The best time to lock at land is in July, August, or Séptcinﬁer, when the gra.ss shows it. If \

.one goes in March he is in danger of his animals being starved:  If he goes in June the roadsare
impassable, and he is lialile to bi; stucl: up, . A farmer going can travel better and cheaper by~
-purchiasing his horse and buggy and aterwards selling or kecping them. After selecting hisland

. he has to secure it at o land otlice, " Then he has to purchase material for a house -and to build . .

it ; then to.break up his land. ~ He has then to go back for his family. . One way or another, he
will be put to immense inconvenienéss and considerable expense before he can settle down.

I returned toOntario vid Sarnia, by the steamet Quebee, Capt. Anderson, and visited Captain
Morrison's farms in Coruniia, being afterwards driven by him over the township. On his farm
the red.clover grew naturally. ‘His apples were the golden russet, the pear apple, the snow
apple, the strawberry apple, Lhode Island greening, northern spy, Newton pippen, ete. The
wheat-straw was put up in- stacks for winter-feeding.” The cattle: came round it and-helped
themselves, A young bull came to us tossing his head. ¢ Ah,’ said the captain, ‘he is missing
Lis salt.’  All the cattle get an allowance of salt. He-had splendid timothy hay stored: up in
his barn. He showed me a stump extractor. His farm evinced that he wus an eriergetic and

. suceessful enltivator of the soil. A sailor till four years ago, he is by no means the worst farmer-

on the St. Clair. His lands are well fenced, his fields ave levelled, and he is now underdraining-
the soil.  The water used on his land is from the river. ‘It is allowed to be less tinged with
alkali than any water in Canada, Since his return from Prinee Arthur's Landing on Lake
Superior, he started underground draining, . . : <
_¢The weather at Corunna,’ said Captain Morrison, ¢ is a bluster of snow in Marth, which soon
disappears.  In April the frost gets out'of the ground, and he :ploughs about the 10th. Muy
-is fine weather ; puts in balance of sceds, and on to 2Cth June,and then there is rain. July.

H -

is the corti harvest foir fall wheat; Aunguist, the geueral harvest, September, sow fall wheat, .

\
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October, fine month. November, Lroken Scotch weather., Decetber, frosb stops the plough.
January, winter ;3 snow 1 foot.. Fcbruary, partly snow ;-cold. oL .
_ He told me thit there were several farms in' his neighbourhood for sale. " He also told nie

" of'a fam belonging to his father that he would wish sold. It is in the township of Finch, Stor-
*. mont, Ontario. .I met at Sarnia several partics acquainted with. people at home.

.~ 'On returning to the township of Aldborough I made further inquiries as to returns. Mr.’

- Stalker’s reburns of wheat averaged 20 bushels per dere;-oats, 605 potatoes, 20 returns per

" bushel; barley, “160 bushels from 12 bushels ; bat this was not good, the scason , being very

unfavourable. . During my absence they had hada, very wet harvest. Ile was wintering 15. J

" three-year-old stecrs feeding with: chopped wruff, peas and oats.  Peas not doing so well with

the bug ; he uses Dr. Taché’s antidote.” They put all the manure they can spave on the wheat

* land, sow it with whent and timothy and clover seed (5.1b: timothy and 5 1b. clover to each acre). |
_ Theaveragreprice of a three-year-old steer is 40 dollars, or £6. Visited Hector McPherson, Iona, |

from Rhufiahoaran ; Duncan McLeah, West Aldborough. ' He thrashed 600 bushels of wheat
from 21 acres, sown -with 13 bushel seed per acre; 40 to 50 bushels oats from 2 bushels sowing :
30 bushels barley per acre. Fas 116 acrés; .90 under cultivation.— Taxes, 25 dollars. His

rotation is wheat sown in fall, and clover among the braird in spring.  Cuts it ifi July. Some-

__ times has a second cut of clover for seed. - Next year he lets the clover grow up and plonghs it

uiler, and then gives fair crop of wheat again. ~ The' townships' here are- ten miles long by ten
miles broad. ~Mr. Dyke, in this township, -sowed 12 acres-wheat, and,thrashed 277 bushels.

. Raised 50 to 60 bushels Indian corn per acre. Grdzing is from 2to 3 acres per cow. * Good-

hay, 2 tons per acre ; light erop, 11-ton per acre. . Turnips do'not grow-well in hard clay. Isaw
many other Kintyre people—DMr. Ramsay, Mr. Stewsrt, and visited-a cheese manufactory ownetl
by James MeLean, - co o .o . o

I went.to Lorne or Bismarcks, where I met with Mr. A. Xerr, from Kilniory, Lochgilphead.-

" Left in 1818. Was in the woods all his:life.© His wheat averages 20 bushels.per acre, weight °

“-. over 60 Ib.; barley, 30 bushels per acre, weight 48 Ib.- He stated that 12 acres grazed five cows

_for him all summet. A good cow should make 35 dollars-out of checse ; has cows that exceed

that. Lcicester shecp. require great care ; South Downs are best. - . . .
I mct with a German gentleman, J. C. Schleihauf, who gave me information as to shingles, .

__flooring,, etc.: The former, 2 dollars 25 cents.’ per 1,000 ;- the latter, 4 inches to 6 inches; 18 to
" 20 dollars per 1,000 feet. 1,000 shingles cover 100 squarc fect. Bricks worth about 5 dollars

per 1,000 ; drain-tiles, 24 inches, 9 dollars per 1,000 ; 3 iriches, 11 dollars ; 4 inches, 12 dollars ;
length,- 12 inches. Land can be bought here from 20 to 30 dollars per acre. .

T visited St. Thomas; took rail for Dunkelil, County Bruce, Ontario. Saw!splendid land on. -
the line from London City to Hurisburch. Passed Guelph. The land here secmed to be gravelly .
clay with loam above. Arrived at Dunkeld station late. ' Procceded to Southampton, on Lake
Huron. This country is not veny prepossessing. Drove' from. Southampton to Owen Sound,
passing-the Dageen River, Chippewa Hill, and an Indian reserve of 12,000 acres.  The soil is
licht and sandy. A good deal of bark' is made from the hemlock-tree for. tanning ; sells at.
4 dollars per cord—that is, 8 x.4 x 4. Cedar is used for paving. - o
. Passed the Sangeen River. Mr. Vandrick, who owns horses and buggies for hiring, states

, that he sold horses at 112 dollars each for Duluth. “The expenses to the purchaser were 20 dollars

for duty and 8 dollars for freight. . e
There is a settlcment at the Lake Shore of Lowland Scotch, who go in for feeding. They

- pay high prices for bulls, have good cattlé, and exhibited steers at Philadelpbia.-

“ We passed through the township of Keppel. We skirted along the Pottawatamie Falls, By--
and-by we approached Owen Sound. -There js an immensc ledge of limestone in its vicinity. -
The town itself is beautiful compared to other towns which I had occasion to visit. There is
o market in Owen Sound daily. The price of wheat here is 95 cents per bushel.

Donald McKay, 4, Concession, Sydenham, mentioned that fall wheat averaged 30 bushels per

_ acre, but this is from land ‘of which one-third is covered with stumps. When stumps are re-

moved, such land yields 40 to 45 bushels per acre. Hc considers this the best wheat-producing
district in Canada. The drawback here is that, having “commenced poor, settlers were obliged
to take crop after crop off the land till it was cleared. Now that they are getting up in the

. world, they intehd to give it rest and to summer-fallow it, and by this means believe its fertility
-will be increased. Oats-yield from 40 to 50 bushels per acre ; barley, 45 'to 50.- “Turnips grow

to a very great size. Grow apples 13 inches in circumference. .
A Mr. McLean, from a second year’s crop of wheat, produced 100 bushels from 2} acres, as

- stated to me ; that is'equal to 40 bushels per acre.. The’ price of cattle and horses corroborates
the price already given elsewhere, and the same for other produce. Average yield of hay, 1 to

11 ton per acre. - White clover is natural to thesoil. . =~ . i . .
~ The average number of cows kept in a 100-acre farm is five, with their followers. Isaw here-
Malcolm Gardener, from Margmonagach, Kintyre, and a brother. I also saw Francis McNeale;
from Crubasdale Shore ; Hugh McDonald,. a native of Islay, and others. I passed five farms
belonging to Islay men-from Port Ellen. The following is the system adopted by some, Aftep
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4 br¥aking up a'fleld it will feich five ‘good crops -of wheab in-succession, or it may be werked
after this fachion : . o ) ) . .

“1st year, sow it in fall with wheat.

» 2nd year, oats, or spring wheat. )

* 3rd year, andther spring wheat crop. .
4th year, another xpring wheat ciop.  ~ 8
5th year, a crop of peas. ST
6th year,-fit for spring or fall wheat. .,
Put manure on pen or oat ground, and sow wheat. I h
7th. After that crop, summer-fallow and seced down with timothy and cloven  Let that lic
four years, cutting grass annually. Pasture two-or three years, and it is considered azain.fit for
another crop. AR o i B N

In this téwrikhip, as in other townships, every man does what -he considers right in his own

e
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* ‘eyes.. The great trouble they have is ‘the limestone boulders—a good fault, for limestone rock .

. gives a good true soil.”- I thercaftcr ‘drove through Holland township, which-is twenty-cight
g years settled, and, like the other, is.a beautiful country. Euglish, Irish; and Scotch settlers.
1 “Country a forest thirty years ago—infested with bears and wolves. . ) '

Came to Chatsworth station; visited the fair; cattle 'not good, but market very good.
Went by train.from Chatsworth to Toronto. "On this line, themarrowest in Canada, our train went:
slowly—about.twelve miles an hour.  Our passengers were drovers.. The train stopped suddenly.
“What's up? Only poking thie cattle” ‘Get up, get up, get up, will ye? Getup! Drovers
" were on the line poking the cattle with sticks to make them rise up. After the poking the train

K to stop the train, and we Jearn that five of the cattle hadl leaped out !-: By-and-by, after.a.drive
of many hours throngh a jpoor country, enlivened by many incidents, such as a Scotch. terrier

racing us, and barking furiously, night comes on, and we ultimately-alight at Toronto, ’
Next day I went to Hamilton to attend the exhihition, but Canadian exhibitions are not like

“exhibitions in this' country. The cattle. were not forward, and, although the exhibition was

ki - partly open, it had not been formally opened by his Excellency the Governor-General, and would

not be for a couple of days. : . ) . . .
" The land in the neighbourhood of ITamilton needs no deseription. It:is, according to the
people of that quarter, the garden of Canada. . But the most of Canadaisa garden, The orchards
in this region are extraordinary. Clover cut first in Juno is now (September) cut again for sced.
T can casily fancy what a Deautiful country this must appear in spring, whon the apples’ and
{ « peaches are in'blossom. It is literally a paradise. * The soil in this district is a deep red. I left,

remains. The fields show what splendid crops were produced. More orchards, more veclaimed

grown. Magnificent orchards. It is hopeless'to deseribe-the land ; it was one panoramic view .
of sylvan and rural heauty. v . o . -
- We passed the Jordan. I came out at SE Catherines, and -drove to Clifton, and visited the

Falls of Niagara. The land in this neighbourhood is limestone, . °

The. falls and the banks of the river arc subjects fof scientists, and would. require a very
lengthy description. - They are valuable geologically, and every stranger should visit them,
Having retwrned to Hamilton, I went to the Exhibition, which was to be officially opened next day.
Among the cxhibits were -turnips of various species, ealibuges, savoys, parships, beet, squashes,
cayenne pods, pumpkins, mangels, potatocs, a fine collection of wheats (spring and winter) from
the Government experiment farm, Ontario. * The Toronto cordbinder. Thrashers (37 cwt.) and,
j cngine (50cwt.). Prairic Queen ploughs,  No cattle forward except a contingent of Hercfordd
8 and Ayrshires, and a shorthorn steer and one cow. I could not lose another day; in case it might
cause me to lose a week ultimatcly, and therefore, to my great regret, left Lefore, the Governor--
General arrived. : . . ot : o o

I then went to Ottawa, and returned by the Grand-Trunk to Montreal. The quality of the
land along this route, on the whole, is good, though I fornd that fall wheat, equal in quantity to
that of the west; was not raised in it I called on my townsman, Principal McEachran of the
Veterinary College,.and was very kindly received by him and by his brother, Dr. McEachran, who
dreve me fur into the country, and showed me all objeets of inteiest avound Montreal.. T was
alzo kindly entertained by Mr. Dryedale, Mr. McNish, and Mr. Alex. Millpy., On_the Monday,
i started for the Ehstern Townships, going over the Victoria Bridge, which is tubular. :

Before guing tu the Eastern Townships I shoul'l remark tha, in the bush in Canada the best
land is generally found where deciduous trees most abound. The pinc grows on sandy ridees
and swamps ; on sandy ridges it is of regular growth, on swampy land it occurs here and,;};u.-l\-e.

§i \s a gcneratrule, d¥ciduous trees, such as maple, beeeh, 0ak, ete., indicate gnod land.

The\drive through the French country was delightful. It'is a beantiful country; and the

© farms are bettor.cultivated than those on the line from Quebee. The system of fencing with
straight rails fsmow introduced. and the zigzag Ontario rails ccase. We pass the river Belwil.
The river may be abent 200 yauds wile, and was®of a sky-blue colow, like Lake Superior. We. -

riext approached @ place called the Slcuniaing wlich is wouded -to the base of 2y perpendienlar

\. «oes on'again. By-ond-by a frantic rysh is made to-the windows, and thereafter to.the bell-rope’

{ Hamilton for a trip to Ningara.  The soil becomes of a lighter colour, but the fine vegetable mould

i~ hush—brick and stone houses. It was a relicf to sec a stone house. Indian-corn extensively -
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precipice which was'lost in fog. - The autumnal foliage is rich, abounding.in .green, purple,
yellow, and brown. DN e T e Lo
The roofs of the churches are of tin, and, the spires are also lined with that metal. "The
cffect when the sun-shines ‘must be dazzling,. The country consists: of panoramic views of rare
beauty. In theficlds, the ridges are not particularly straight—I beliéve designedly crooked. ‘I
“have noticed the same phenomena in County Galway, Ireland; and in outfield lands in our’
" own HMighlands. I also observed that groves ‘of poplar, which is a sacred wood in Catholic .
countries,. abound in the French:country. At length we arrive at Durhim.' -Alcer. bushes
ave now seen., These bushes do-not grow in Upper Canada, and here do not become trees, as at. |
.-home. -Ultimately we came to the St. Francis River. The scenery here is gorgeous. . Painting
- itself would fail to represent the loveliness of the foliage. A picture such as'this would be con-
demned as unnatural. We.pass -Richmond, Mr. McKenzie’s farm, from Loch Broom; aleo Mr. -
Stecl’s farm. Underground draining is done here. We come to Windser, where there is g paper-. .
mill. . The ‘salmon 'ascend fifty miles’ above. Windsor. The variegated foliage'of the forest is.
lovely. T never beheld anything more beautiful. Mounds' of .earth are clad with trees paiited,
in exquisite colours, as Nature only can mix‘them.  TFarmhouses and-lovely white cottages With

. green blinds add variety, while the broad river, like«a.l,huge snake, coils iis way-around the base

*." of ‘mountains full of ‘colour. . A graveyard on the opposite side reminds the observer. that, not: -

- withstanding, the beautiful surroundings, man is mortal,

" We pass saw-mills, and see whole logs’ drawn up ‘by machinery in order to be sawn. . The
river is blocked with rafts. ol s o : P
. We arrive at Sherbrooke. My fitst visit was to Mr. Buchanan, township of Bury—140 acre’
_farm, “When a field is broken' up,’ «id he, ‘oats or barley are put in.  Wheat sometimes docs
well, and in some places hétter than either oats or- barley.  Next-year potatoes manured, nest
. year wheat, and sced it dovn with timathy grass and northern clover, 'sometimes Alsike. White |
" clover is matural to the soil.  In’ poor land the ground is nianured for second-year crop. . It is
allowed to lie in- pasture till its turn comes round.” When Mr, Buchanan came here gix.yeats -
ago the land was run out. The heaviest crop was a half-ton of hay per acre. He manured thc
land for two years and cropped it, and laid it out to-grass, and first year éut 14 ton to the acre ;
the second year 2 ton (part being manurcd and part not) per acre. In some farms this quantity
. is taken twice in the same year. - oo :

Returns—Wheat, 25 bushelsperacre .. o . . . . .60 b, per bushel. RS
C Rarley, 30 to 40 bushels per acxe © . . . .48 »- .
- Oats, 30 to 50 bushels per acre (known to be-Gd) , . - s 32 e :

. 'The oats are small Tonk oats. Pexse, raise them among onts—two-thirds of ogts, and one-third
of pease. Beans good. ']gumips do exccedingly well, but there is too much work in weeding

_ them. Wheat, 1 dollar, per bushel. Other cereals as-in—Ontaric and -Manitoba. Buckwheat, .
Mr. Buchanan said, does well." The more rain it gets the better it will be. It produces 50 to
75 bushels per acre.” "He sows 4 bushels of oats per acre ; wheat, 1} bushel ; barley, 2 bushels ;-
buckwheat, 1 bushel.  Indian corn requires more manure in Bury than turnips. 100 Joads of
manure will produce 100 bushels of Indian corn. Cattle sell 3 to 6, cents live weight.  Horses,
100 dollars for good junk (15 to 16 hands) ; choese, 12 cents ; butter, 30 cents; yearling, 10
dollars ;. two-year-old, 20 dollars. - 1} acre past”m"c‘ per cow-sufficient ; has § milk cows and tlteir -

© . followers. ,

™= tons of hay per acre,

_ Honry Cowan, Goul&, Lengwick, stated his returns of

: ’ o \Vhe:'xt, to be 20 to 25 bushels per acre -

Onts, 30 t0. 40 - Ty

- . I 39 .
- Barley, 15 to 20 off old, 23 to 30 off new land, . '

Sold. four steers at 27} dollars each, two and a half ¥ears.old: bought some of these in the
fall at 9 dollars ; hay,.6 dollars to 8 dollars per ton ; butter, 18 to 25 tents ; beef cattle, 5 cents
per-1b. ; store cattle, 3 cents. ) Lo . e T

Mr. Cowan remarked that this was a very dry scason; had resided in Lingwick forty-

“four ycars and never saw the water so low. : R .

Ontario, on the other hand, had a very wet harvest, and- Manitoba was showery—exeeptional
circumstances in both provinces. - . . R :

Mr. William Buc}xanan’s,fnrm : : “ e .
[~ "Made 900 Ib. of sugar out of 500 buckets of maple julce. - Made 1,800 1b. weight of sugar
in the season, which sold at 8 dollars per 100. Was shown the maple trees and the appatatus,
‘Visited Mr. Robert French’s farm.” He is into the thorough-bred business, and doing well.

Visited the meadows, which produce three tons of hay per acre: _ . . )

Next day saw a well-mwhured-grass field belonging to Lewis McIver, which also yielded three

»
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v ‘Krrived at Comptm'x”‘and (lrovev to the Hon. Mr. Cochrane’s farm: -Was ého;ﬁ\ his ‘éplémiid‘. ..
Durham stock—amongst: these the 10th Duchess of ‘Airdrie and three of her progeny, viz., 2 cows .
~ and ‘s heifer; 10 to 12 calves from_the Duke of Oxfoird and Marquis'of ‘Hillhurst, Saw a’

1 thorough-bred white cow—fat—shown at the Dominion Exhibition, Montreal, and which obtained
! fiest prize. ‘Shown also a'two-year-old imported. Ayrshire bull, 'a very fine animal; alco
! the Duke-of Oxford,-a very famous Durham. The Duchess of Airdrie is twelve years old, and
" her descendants havo realised to Mr. Cochrane £30,300, being unprecedented in bovine history.

" Was also shown.other cows, all of excellent quality, kept for feeding the thorough-bred ealves.

* 3r. Cochrane does not pamper the Duchess, but keeps her in ordinary condition. He received

- a f¥iend who accompanicd me, and myself, very kindly. = Saw a splendid turnip field on his farm,

; His farms are in the Bighest order of cultivation, and show what that soil is.capable of producing

when farmed scientifically., His land was of less intrinsic value uriginally than, other lands in

the neighbonring- townships, but to the obscrver it would appear now to be vastly superiot to

any in the district. ' Of course his success is.inducing others to follow his example. ‘There are
o collections of ficld stones studded in heaps over his fields, as may be seen everywhere in the

Province of Quebee, and also in. the townships about Owen Sound, Ontario, and elsewhére.
. They are put inte substantisl stone fences: - . : : . ’

-+ _There i$ 4 plant, in the district called the wild schuniee, which causes the bands and faceto - *

swall if touched. The wild vy also affects séme people evenif they come withii the wind of
“it. It is fonnd in Quebee, Ontario, and Manitoba, and also in the States. A

. T xisited at Sherbrooke the Paton Woollen Mills, having received-a nate of introdi]ction to

Mr. Paton from the Hon. M. Popé, Minister of Agriculture. ‘These mills are very large. The
washing and cleaning machine disposes of 4,000 1b..of Canadian waol per 10 hours, or from.2,000

to 4,000 lb. of fine wool. Saw the dyeing vats, the. burr-picking machine, 20 sets of carding

" achines, 24 spinning mulds, each having 536, spindles 5 135 looms producing last week 711

- pieces of cloth, each 25 yards long ; the hydraulic press, the patterns, and the machine shop.-

. The work employs froin-500 to 550 hinds, It.is the largest in the Pominion, and the machinery
is of the latest and most approved invention. a .- S o
" Visited the annual exhibition or fair. The best cattle are now sent off ta Britain?( and conse-
. quently the fair-exhibite suffer. C : '

: Inext-went to Richmond, and. visited the éiillcge of,Ag‘i'i'culture, being very kindly received .
by Principal Ewing. He informed me'that wheat with hiniy averaged from. 20 to 25 bushcls

“per acre; barley, 30.-bushels.: Oats is generally a sure crop--33 bushels to the acre. :

He grounded his students well in arithieétic, alzebra, Euclid, and land-surveying. :
- On the 2nd of October I went 6 see.the Quarantine Depit at Point ‘Levi, which contained
many excellent cattle newly aryived from England. I-therenfter started for St. John, New
Prynswick. In this journey I passed over a gyreat extent of French country, beautiful land-
ioapes, seeing varions glimpses of the bays and havens on the St. Lawrence, and once more
wcholding -ocean’s shipping. The most prominent feature in the Lower Canadian towns and

Brunswick. = . . ; oo .
This province is divided into eight counties and fifty-nine parishes. The Bay of Chaleur
forms its north-western boundary, at the head of which lies Campbeltown. . Very litle farming

last year. T . . K

The salmon go up therivers Restigouche and Matapedia. Thereisa salmon-breeding establish-
ment which turns out three-fourths of a million of younx fish yearly. ~The-young fisih, when fit
for removing, are taken to other rivers along the Bay of Chaleurs. Thesalmon is caught by stake-.
ngtson the sea-coast, and on the riversbyfly. Salmon is very extensively exported, A fisherman
with'a 300-fathom stake net averages 1,500 dollars value.of fish during the season. e

The specified distance between each stand of mets is 200 fathoms, but this is not always
rigorously enforced. Fishing hegins 24th May, and ends with the last week of July.

is taxed, and every man from twenty-one to sixty pays 1 dollar poll-tax. L
The river St. John is navigable for trading vessels of say fifty tons burden, and small stearoers,

salmon and sturgeon. The banks are fertilised by the overflowings of the river, leaving allyvial
depogits which manure and -enrich the grass. '

I thereafter returned to Sussex Valley. The soil along the railway from St. John to Rothesay
is vegetable mould on. p sandy and gravelly subsoil. The rail skirts along the estuary of
St. John River, which is, wooded and has precipitous, bold cliffs.’ "The scenery is yery beautiful.
QA Rothesay to Quingpansia is hilly.”” There gre- good farms along theline,. The soil from Quins-
pansia to Nawigewa is reddish. Dyke land, excellent for hay, aecurs along the River St, John,
From Nawigewa to Hampton -there ig beautiful green pasture, and much dyke land,” ‘Width of

o
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villages is the churches, which are of immense size generslly, and the contrast between these’
huge piles and the small dwellings is very marked. In the course of time we entered. New'.

There is a good system of schools in'New Brunswick. Education free. Personal property .

for about fifty miles of its course. Smaller eraft can get up 150 miles. Anipng the fish are’

N

is done there, - It is famous for.salmon-fishing, ‘thoughthat industry was not very successful

T ultimately arrivéd st St. Jolin, which I made my hea.d-q{mrtém in i\Tew Blﬁhﬁwi'ck. .
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river hu‘e approaches “West Loch Tarbert, Tlu. cmmtry is l)c:v.ut:ful and hasa nch appearance.
Soil, as turned over by.theplough, is becoming, as we ravel alung, of n lighter red.
Pa.:scd Norton Station.” The -river- “banks -present splmdxd waz.ng Pagsed Apoh'v*tu,
then somce Indian wigwams covered with beech-bark. -
_ Arrived at’ Susscx, and called, 4th October, on Mr. George A Dobson.. He showed me ex-
ceedmﬂ-ly good mangel-wurzel. * He stated that his wheat produced 25 bushels to' the acr

. (spring whcat) ; oats, 45. Takes five crops  in succession off his hay-ground,  Potatoes, he

planted 4 barrels, and dug 104 barrels.. The prolifics were the kind, but they rot more thay,
the others;, The "red snfes have a rod streak. when cut,.are latish, but very good. Has silver
dollats, & white. potato Had two oxen (Durhams); would wex«rh when fat, live: wewht,
3,800 1b. He fed and sold off 33 head of fat cattle last season.
.His statement of the weathér was that snow falls in December to a depth of two ft.ct and
lasts till March,” - January and Feébruary arc the coldest months ; hardly any rain in winter
" saonths, ‘In March snow, begins to decrease. . April is rainy. Half of May to half of June
is occupied in sowing and ])l'mtm May is mild ; Junc, very ot 3 July, hot, little rain, thunder
generally ; August; hot also thundpr H b(,ptunbcl dry, with oces L\.nnal showers,
Visited John Gmh-tm, from Girvan, at the cheese factory. He conducted the ﬁrst factory
in the province ; makes from-23 to 26 tons per season. He¢ mentionéd that he knew of many
farms forsale. Land has not boen so cheap these thirty years, he said, as at present. - He sowed

a 7 bushels of wheat, and thrashed 103, being 29 bushels per acre full) -Last year.he had

334 bushels from 1=§ bushel sown, the utcnt of rfronnd consisting of . hardly an acre, . \Veenl.
" used to be- bad, but is not so now.
Oats ‘average 45 bushels, and are sown .1st J une; thrashed 2nd Septcmbcr. - .
Potatoes : Consxdets New Brunswick the best country he eversaw for potatoes—has "enerall_',
'20 to 26 returns, .
“Labour is from 60 to 70 dolhrs ‘per six- montbs—th'tt is, £12 to £14; 14, 16, a.nd 20 dollars

: pcr month for baying. Girls, 5 to' 6 dollars per month. Milk, 2 to 3cmts butter, ‘18 to

20 cénts; beef and mutton, 6 to 7 cents ; pork, -4 to 6 cents. On 500 dollars: atl valorem’ a
" tax of 1 dollar 80 cents.is payable, and 1 dollar 25 cents for school. They have to give three
days’ statute-labour on the ruads, or pay "50 cents per day. Ministers ave supported by woluntar)

contribution,
- Schools : No house to- be more tha.n 2% mxlcs from a school. Ahouse is seldom more than

. three miles distant from a c¢hurch.

Sussex Valley is a good district for Indian corn, squashes, melons, pumpkms, ete. there
safter drove past Mr. Nelson Oinald’s farm. Mr. Charles Haison’s—a farmer who goes in for
vegetables, carrots, and strawberries, sendmn’ them into St. John ; he also grows plums, currants,
and goosebemes Mr. Hugh McMonikale breeds horses—from thxrty to forty thorough-breds-— -
and has fenced in parks for tx:a.xmng them. I’assed many farms, alof excellent quahty, with |
splendid orchards attached. -

The nature of the soil in thls dxstnct, as scen from aawell in process of being-dug, is loam on,
top two feet thick, gravel two ft,et, red cl'my and gravel mlxed all down to ten or t“elve feet
_‘where water is got. -~
" ."The forest trees are the pme, tzunala.c, spruce, birch, a.lder, cedur maple, balsam, and blrch
‘Wild animals are the ca.t,,,bear, moose-deer, and cariboo. The latter are generally twenty miles
back in the forest. CalVing cows can be purchased at from £5 to £6; yemlings, 12 to 15

- glouara two-year-olds, 20 dollars. The Permissive Act is in force in King’s County.

We drove into & different township, and passéd through many fine farms. The fo]lowmo i
< the rotation practised by some farmers, - A field 1n~pa.stuxe, on being’ broken up, -is sown with
" buckwheat.” Next year nalf in oats and half in potatoes ; next year, put potatoes in where oats

* of last year were ; and oats seeded down in potato g’mund of the preceding year ; next year, oats

" and seeding down. Take hay crop off for three years; pasture for'a number of years according

_to extent of ground.
Mr. Nelson Coates, whose farm Idid not wsxt stated that bis whea.t would average 25 bushels,

. and his oats 35 busheIs per acre.  He has. a 330 acre farm, 160 of which are in cultivaticn.
Cuts 100 tons of hay annmally. Winters 60 head of horned cattle. The pasture gives 2 acre
per cow taken all through, but in.certain parts one acre would graze a cow well. Lahour,
100 to 120 dellars for a mon per annum; 60 to 40 dollars for six months, “Has 2" milk
cows. -
From a dealer I learned that South Downs :md Leicester «sheep are the breeds generally in

- this province, wexghm" as a rule about 80 Ib. They-are wintered on ‘hay and grain, and can be
..purchase@ at from 5 to 6 dollars, or £1 to £1 4s. Freight to_Liverpool, 1. dollzu: 30° cents from

. Rimouski ‘on the St. Lawrence. He stated cattle freight to be 14 dollars. .

The Sussex- Valley is uncommonly feitile, and farms are said to be easily purchased The
city of St, John contains 32,000 inhabitants, and has & considerable’trade. I-was present at the
opening g of the Provincial Exhibition. The display of f agricultural produce was very good irideed.
It is situated on the Bay of Fundy, where the tide rises some thirty feet. The fish around the .
coast of tlxe provmce consxsts of salmon, hemng, parouche, shad, haddock, pollc)ck,lobsber, and
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ladibut, sturgeon abound in the rivers,  This province is boundcd on the torth by the provinee
< of Quehec and the Buy of Chaleur ; on the east by the Gulf of St, Ln.wrence, on thc wu.,t by
. the State of Maine ; and on the south by the B'ty of Fandy. .
“1Laving cro-sed from St. John by steamer to Alnnapolis, I entered another very ﬁnc vamce, :
“that of Nova Scotie.  This province is bounded on the north by the Bay of Fundy and Chignecto,
and i «t.p-tmted from Prince Edward Island by Northumberland Strai. The.Gut: of “Canso
. separates it from Cape Breton’; otherwise, except at Amhcrst whereé it is connected with- New
Lx unswick by an isthimus about twelve miles long, it i3 alto«ether surrounded. by the . Atlantic |
-Océan, The length of, this provinee is 260 miles 3 5 its greaust breadth; 100 ; its area, 16, 500
square miles. C'tpe Dreton, gttached to it, i3 110 miles long by 90 broad. .The popuhtlon in
. 1871 was 387,000, The Catholics and Presb)bcnans ar¢_about equally divided, being about
103,000 each. Other denominations number gbout 181,000, There ‘are fourteen | .counties in
Nova Scotia and four in Cape Breton..” Nova Scotia is an nndulating ‘country, consisting of
hills, plains, and mountain ranges.  The ridges runtalong the entire country, throwing sttc.:um
to the north and south. These vilges- terminate in bold ufiright headlands on’ the coast, al
sometimes graduate into vérdant pl'uus. Between the North Mountain, along the Bay of Fundy,
- from: ‘Drvby to Cape Blemidon, and.the Soutli Mountain in Annapolis and me s Countles, is
beautiful valley, which was part. of the subject of my visit.

The soil througzhout the prevince is varied, the inferior being found along the .south: 'mf

shores.  The best soil is on the northern. The counties along “the- Bay of Fundy contain
mueli dyke Jand - that is, Tand tliab was enclosed from: the rivers by the ea.rly French coloniste,
by means of eavthen dykes.. Itis c\c..edmfrly ferhlc, h'nxn \nthout m'mure, produced splend d
tay crops for the last 150 years.

“Théwinger sets, in about the “1st of December, wiuen snow falls from one to two fect deep.
Tanuaryy the frost is pretty. severe. . Febr uary, 20° to 24°, below zero.: Thermometer never
fxu.aes March is wintry, blustery weather, rain.and snow.

Snow leaves about the Iast weck of Ap1 il anid the first week of \I'ty. " Then ploughing an:l:
sowing arc in full operation, and continucs to .the 10th of Junc. - Potatocs -and buckwheat: .
arve in by the 1st of June. In the last week of July and first weck of August, hay is cut.
Harvest commences 'ﬂ)out thc 20th ' August, :md a.ll ‘through S(.ptembv.r Spuno' wheat is cut

vin bq:tcmow .
* The steather, on her uay to Amnpolxs, tonched at Dnrby, a consxdemble town. I was
impressed during the sail up the Annapolis Gut by the appearance of well-to-do farms. and rich
dyke meadow hnd comfortable houses, with orchards. - I was not_prepared for what was stiil
t> be seen. ~ I went by rail from Annapolis to Dridgetown. I visited the Paradise Cheese
Factory. They there can manufacture 15 cheeses per day of from 20 Ib. to'80 lb. weight. The
* factoryis a joinb-stock company compoped of farmers in 1 _the-distfict. They send in their milk,
and thc proceeds, after deducting expenscs, are-divided amongst the partners. They manufacturs
sweet-milk -cheese from 10th M":Ly to 10th October. Slum-nulk cheese runs a fortnight. This -
gcason they made 1,250 cheesey, the weight boing 27 tons. ., 300 cows-are about the nutmber that
supply milk. The prohts allow about 1cent. per'lb, of . mill. Two hands are employed in‘the -
factory, and five toams. The cheese is sold in tihe local ‘markets of St. John, Halifax, and Yar-
mouth. They manufacture the cheese an the prmcxpk invented by Jesse Williams, the first
checese-malker. in the United States. - The average price for cheese is'12 cents. "33-head of swine
-ave fed with®the whey. The following arc- the factories in operation in Nova Scotiz :*4 in
Pictou Cmmty, 1in Cape Blvton, lin H:mts, 2in Colchester, 5 in Kmfr s County, 8 i in Annapolis,
-and 1 in Yarmouth. .

Mr. Betton, P'mxdne, says that wheat averages 23 bu~1u.1:s oats,” 25 bushels ; barley, 23
bushels per acre. ~ Potatocs -are not good with him ; they average 200 bushels per acre.
“Mangel wurzél, 500 bushels. Hay, 2 tons pet acre. The best land in the county for hay is
the dyke-hnd. His farm js. 101 acres. He goes in for raffing oxen. Raises three calves a- ™
year. Sells a yoke each year; price, 8 dollars per 100 Ib. “The pair weigh together 1,400 ib.
dead weight ; live weight would be 2,500 1b. Farm labourers- get 12 dollars’ (.t&) per-month
for ordumy work. One dollar per (hy for haying,-and '} of a.dollar for harvesting. Scrvant,
girls, 4 dollars per month: Many of the girls go to the .Statw The county of Annapolis will
produce 150,000 barrels of apples, at 1 dollar ‘7:1 ccnts per barrel 5 and judging from the number of
-voters in the connty, and that the. half of themm ave farmers \leo, as o rule,sell two oxen étch:.
annually, there may be. 3,000 oxcea exported yearly for the Enfrhsh and Scotch markets from
Annapolis county alone. - -

Idroveinto the country, up ‘one road and down xmother, and was charmed with the farins
and general appearance of prosperity. - Notwithstanding all this, I, was informed xiot only in
.Nova Scotiay-but alse in New Brunswick, and in the’ Quech and Ontario Provinees, that many
farms are heavily mortgaged, which means that heavy interest is_payable for money advanced’
-to ‘their.owners, and that their: owners are only too anxious to sell off their farms so ag to e
able to clear their debts ; sothat: ‘there is a gnawing worm at ‘the root of every tree, however' -
_promising-it may -be externally. 'The farms consist of mountain land, upland, and intcrval
land. Bndwgtow-n, fourtecn -n.ulcs frem Annapolig, is at the head of the na.vwatmn of the

petrr
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river, and is the largest town in Annapolis County. . I saw a vessel here of from 159 to-200 tons
burden, that would draw probably from eight to ten feet when loaded. e
" The cty everywhere I went in Nova Scotia was, * We want good agriculturists.”” Bridgetown-
ond a steamsaw-mill. . L - . Vo
Having left Bridgetown and its beantiful fraits, I proceeded to Kentville, which is environed
by hills. I here cxperienced the greatest hospitality froma fellow-countryman, Mr. Inncs;
manager of the Annapolis' and 'Windsor Railway, not only in driving me over the country, but
in explaining the nature of the district, and afterwards entertaining and lodging me. ~~* =~
.We called on Mr.. Leander Rand, township of Canning, ncar Kentville]" whose: wheat
averages 22 bushels .per acre ; oats, 45 to 50 bushels ; ‘Indian-corn, 40 bushels shelled ;" potatoes,
225 bushels. “Manure is spread broadcast. - Hay gives 21 tons' per acre fully ; turnips, 1,000

_*would afiord emplevment, to many artisans : ‘s grist-mill is much wanted, so is a woollen-mill,

- . bushels per acre. ‘There is any amount of sugar maple in the district, but it .is notturned to

account. Mr. Rand has fourteen of fifteen acres in a solid block—* big fellows, as big as a
- barrel’” He. has thirty-three head of cattle, and his farm is one of 200 acres. The grazing is
at the ratio of six cows to eight acres. . Labour is 50 cents per’day for alad; for an ordinary

_~workman, 1 dollar per day ; and 120 doHars per annum for-a'man.in the house ; for o married

. man; 140 dollars witha house, and keep himscif ; maid-servant, 4. dollars per month. Average’

- 'munber of trees inan orchard of two acresis-110:  He has got 226 harrels off forty-two trces, -

and sold 109 barrelsat 2 dollars, Thrashing is done by steam thrasher ; give every twelith bushel -
in return. He usually ploughs seyen inchesdecp; most people only plough five inches. Butter
is from 18 t0 20 cents; cheese, 12 cents. - A milk cow should produce in milk 30 dollars, or £6;
one cow he had produced 3603 1b. of milk in a week, but the average of his other cows was -
180} Ib. ‘Working horses about fifteen hands high arc worth 100 dollars ; working oxen, 80 to
100 dollars per, pair. Clydesdale horses are too heavy for that district, and trotting horses too

-+ . "light. < The cattle they want are polled Angus ; and the horses, the Norman breed. -

-

‘Mr. Innes cstimated ‘the fruit-production of Annapolis, King's, and Hants Counties at
250,000 barrels of apples. . S LT . : ' Lo :

‘We called on Mr. J. W. - Margieson. His wheat averages 27 bushels per acre ; oats, 30;
barley, none ; average of potatoes, 200 bushels. He has two farms—one of 210 acres, and one

", of 212 acres. The latter has 40 acres of salt marsh, which is the “very best for fattening cattle.

* Dyke-land-is_worth in the market £32 an.acre, or 160 dollars ; upland-is worth 16 dollars an

“acre. Average price of hay is 10 dollars per ton,-Dut he is selling it 'at 16 dollars per ton;
upland hay is a dollar chesper, viz.,-9 dollars on an averaze. . Marsh-mud is splendid for manure.
‘When ordinary grass-land is manured by it, it produces easily 2 tons per acre, but on dyke.
land 3 tons.: - Mr. Margieson states that the present time is the worst that they ever had,

. Mr. Innes continued his drive with me through Cornwallis, a beautiful country, and we
‘then returned to Kentville. - T T ) - -
Next day I proceeded to"Windsor, and the superintendent of the railway plant being on the -
train, he'gave me very valuable information, not only as to the construction of the dykes and
sluices, but also information as to other industries. We passed Cornwallis River, King’s Port,

.~ Fort William, Avon River, and Grand Pré, the sceng of Lonafellow’s poem of ¢ Evangeline.’

Grand Pré (or the great field) consists of about 3,000 acres of dyke-land, and is held in
commpn by &. number of proprietors. ~After the crops have been, cut, cattle are turned on'to-
the after-feed, or pasturage, and, according as the season has been favourable or otherwise, a

" greater or lesser number of cattle are allowed on the dyke-land ; and a proportionate number
of cattle, according to the'extent of their other lands, is decided -upon by the proprietors for-
.each farmer. ' o . ot L ' \ L

‘We now saw Hantsport, on the other side of the Avon, and Armstrong’s ship-building yard.
The river here is three-quarters of s milé broad. At Avon Tort, on our own side, a ship of
1,200 tons burden was on the stocks. . - S . v

- . We passed a brook, the dividing line between Hants and King’s.Countics. The former is
mostly kept up by ship-building. At Iantspoert a 600-ton vessel was- on the stocks; sail-lofts .
and other nautical industries were spread about. The village depends on shipping. We passed:
Newport Landing, mouth of St. Croix River, contiguous to Windsor, which was a mile distant,

.\Ve now passed an iron bridge 1,200 feet long, crected at a cost of £4%000, and arrived aé

Windsor, a thriving town of 2,500 inhabitants, 'This neighbourhood is rich in limestone and
gypsum, much of which is exported. - - - I

By the kindness of Dr. Black, I was again gdriven over the country... We called or: Mr.

- Maxner, who has a.farm 6f 125 acres. . His crop of wheas.this year was exceptionally-poor § it

would only average 17 bushels per acre.  His oats would average35 bushels per acre’; barley,

only sowed half -a_bushel ; potatoes, 200 bushels. . He has 25 head of cattle; generally. fattens

. 'two every year. ' He has 45 acres of dyke.land, and 17 or 18 under crop, He keeps 15 cows.

He sells milk at Windsor, 2} cents a Ib., and gets at- factory 1 cent; butter averages 20 cents.
Dr: Black said that retail price of lamb was 10 cents ; roast beef, 12} cents ; steak, 15 cents; at"
_Windsor, '.l‘hc;_lpx‘lch-co‘ws arcra mixture of Hercford, Durbiam, and Devous. ‘A good” cow
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Maxner corroborated all about dyke and upland. - f

Dr. Black drove me.to the place where for many years the late Judffe Halﬁ)\irtoﬁ,' who

wrote . *Sam_Slick,’ resided. Not far from his house .3 large gypsum quifry is being worked,
I was very kindly entertained by Dr. Dlack, and afferwards having jhecidently met' Dy
Fraser, ‘Windsor, he also was exceedingly kind to me. We witnessed ghe tidal wave called -
the *bore’ coming up the river, = All creatures leave the -way when it ajibroaches, “The cattle’
know the sound of its roaring. , T L D o o
¥rom Windsor I returned to Horton Landing, Grend Pié, and calledjfon Mr. Paterson, who-
also received me very kindly.. He likewise drove me over.theé-country, [{He owns 100 acres, 30
being upland, 70 dyke-land.} His wheat, he stated,” averases 20. bush
barley, none, but 40 used to be the average. Potatoes, he had § acres
bushels, which he was shipping ; this gives 230 bushels per acre. . .-

" He stated that -he never succeeded with turnips on his: land ; they
and stem with him.. They, However,'do very well with a ncighbour”
could not_raise mangels, whilst on his land he can raise 1,000 bushels j
Of sugar.beet, he stated that he raised 200 bushels last year; . but su
cult to cultivate than either mangels or turnips. Tudjsn corn did fa

which px:od'uch 2,000

orked too much to leaf
ho, on the other hand,
r acre without trouble.
r bect was more difii-
—325 to 80 bushels per

|

i

. acre. Lo . T
In that province they manure the ground for potatoes, spreading/it on ; also manure the

‘turnip-ground, and sow it in drills. He kept 10 cows lagtsummer, an ¥ raised the. calves. . This

fer the impression that it.
produce 2 tons hay on an

summer only kept 6 cows, filled up’the vacancy with oxen, He is'w
is more profitable to feed than to breed. He saysthe dykeJand wi

per acre ; oats, 40; -

-

average peracre. - The upland, by under-Graining ami sruring, Wil produce 3 and even some- - -

times 4 tons per acre, but the dyke-land will take care of jts=lf.  ItHns been cropped continuously
for 150 years. A 14%-hand horse, about 1,000 Ib;, would be wortly/130 dollars. - :
Next day I called upon -various parties in Halifax ; amongst/ithers, I had the pleasure of an

‘interview with' Mr. Gossip, the president of the Geological Soc 'y of Nova Scotia. Havinga day

to spare, I visited the east side of the peninsula, for the p
:the mnining country. ‘On the train, I met the Hon. Mr,
-Minister of Marine, Ottawa. I received much infor‘niatl

|

,e of passing through = portion of
. lmies, and also the Hon..Mr. Pope, .
from’the former as to the geology of
Nova Scotia, and from the latter an invitation to visit )/ Prince Edward Ysland.  Iwas- very sorry

that I could not do so, as- I have reason to knowpthag, the island would have richly repaid
the visit. - In common with Nova Scotia that istnd has 3 mud in the beds of rivers, which -
is a great fertiliser. - It consists of oystér-shefls, aniingl xemains; and ddris of soil washed:
down by.the rivers. This, when applieds the land, enriches it so:much that it cannot be
surpassed in the Dominion. PN A ‘

-

“At the Montreal Exhibition, Prince Edward Island tuok the first prize for whiteoats, the first -
‘B for black oats, the sccond for spring wheat, and the Second for.barley. It alsa carried the

first prize for draught-horses, and the second prize for shorthorns,
I {

[ come riow to the peculiar exccllencies of. the peninsula, of Nova Scotia, and that js, its vass
resources in minerals. The minerals generally belong- to the Government, but they are leased’

to-parties desirous of entering into-mining operations, and every facility is afforded to prospectors. . .

Particulars éan be had on application. The coal of Nora Scotis is bitpminous, and consists of
coking, cherry, and cannel coal. * A vast coal-field, extending seaward under the Atlantic, oceurs:

gin Cape Breton ; the Sydney coal-field is famous, and has been found valuable for steam coal

and for gas; the Inverness coal-field is likewise' well-known, and, from analysis. made, would
command o ready market if suitoble facilities, for shipping it were provided ; the Picton coal:

ticld, south of New (lasgow, which place I visited, has an area of thirty-five miles, in. which theé -

Ieds are uncommonly large. It is very favourably spoken of by the manager of the Richelicu and
Ontario Steam. Navigation Company, who' considers - it. 'equal to Scotch, ~ Itis used on the Inter:
colonial Railway. The Allan Line steamers also wse it, - The Cumberland coal is much used in’

.J St. Johns, New Brunswick.. In one miné the' vein iseight fectthick. Springhill is exténsively

worked. Between Cape Breton and Nova Scotia there-are coal-beds which cover an area of 683

square miles. - . T R L. ) - :
In addition to coal, there is gold, which/is to be foundalong the Atlantic coast from Canso to

J Yarmouth. It occurs as is stated in thelodes, ‘in spots of every shape and size, up to 60-ounce -

nuggets’ In this province the deposits are found.at Waverley fifty feet deep.- ‘The following are

the. districts in which gold is known to cxist: Caribou, Muose River, Fiftecn-mile Stream, Gay’s -

River, Laurencetown, Montagu, Waverlef, Oldham, Shexbrocke, Isaac’s Harbour, Wine Harbour,
Tangier, ete., cte. For full ‘information; see work by Mr. Edwin Gilpin, jun, AM, F.G.S,,

on ‘The Mines and Mineral Lands of Nova Scotia’ Axongst the information in that excellent
Jwork will be seerl a return per man from the various districts, the highest being the Montagu,

6 dollars and 18 cents per day ;. next to it|Oldham, 5 dollars and 41 centsper day. .
There is also iron to be found in the iprovince of great value; Londonderryis a well-kno
mining locality, and the iron here is belig:{!:ed to besuperior to the best English iron. TIron ores
are also found at Pictou. Iron is found u.lll the way from the Gut of Canso to Yarmouth, -Copper

. 1 - . -
. . . - B
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abo - is found, as well as lead:and silver ; antimony, nickel, and tinstone are known'to bein the
provinee ; .also arsenic, sulphur, and yngm\c’sc. . It is belicved that of the latter large. deposits
exist. ’ ’ e s . C L T
- Inthis province also, gfpsumy hard and soft, is fonud in groat'beds.  Soft gypsum, as stated,
s near the late Judge Haliburton's house at Windxor, It 'also occurs with lime when entering
the railway station from the north.  Soft gypsum is valuable as o mineval manure, and for plaster
- purposes, cornicé,.ete. . The hard is not so much uséd, heing more costly to work. R
_Besides the above, the paint trade is greatly fitdebted to Nova Scotia,  Ochres are found at
the Londonderry iron mines, and in Antigonish and Pictou comnties—miodifications of red and-
yéllow being produced by other means.. There are also salt springs and mineral waters, free-

. “stone, granite, flags, slates, clay, limestong, marble, and natural cements; fire‘clay for bricks and

b

-

Jtiles 5 grindstones, millstones ; as welk as: amethysts, cairngorm stone, jasper, ‘and: opals, and
heliotrope or Llood-stone. o T . .

- ‘Tn conclusion, the Proviuce of Manitoba appcars to have o more-fertile soil than any one of
the older provinees.”- In productiveness it ranks first in respect of wheat, oats,.and potutees ; but
J found that continuous cropping of wheatds rediicing the land. Turnips and mangel wurzel
do exceedingly well. The averages taken from the preceding notes are—wheat, 30% bushels per
acre ; oats, 62). -Potatoes Ayerage 225 bushels per-acre.” “As the province at present conswmes
all its wheat, the prices obtAined are.as good as those in Ontario ; but when wheat is éxported
they will be' relativ ower, - The country is suitable for cattle raising, “Timethy hiy and
Hungarian grassproduce good crops ; red clover has been tried, ‘but will not stand the winter.
Fuel can be obtained along the banks of the rivers, and wood lots are assigned to scttlers ; but
uiless coal or other material is substituted, wood growing must be very extensively resorted £o
to supply the scttlers with fuel.- The climate of Manitoba is hiealthy—the air dry, clear, and
invigorating.: Land can eadily be. protected from ‘prairie fives, which are not unfrequent in
September, S - : : L

Next to Mall.itoba; the provinee of Ontario.has the best cercal crops. Wheat in the djstrict,

" ‘visited by me ‘averaged 27 bushels per’ acre; oaté, 48 barley, 55.° Potatoes are not mucl

- arown, except for home consumption: JIndian corn ‘does very well.  Yruits are excellent. | The

" batley, 383, The townships arc good grazinyg la

climate is good. There are-many:industries in the towns, principally connectedii\ th agricul-
ture. o . . . A _ - - .
*."Next, in_order .comes Sussex Valley, New Brunswick. Wheat produces on an’average 26
" bushels, and oats:4$ bushels per acre.  New Brunswick has a later spring and.«later barvest,:
‘and a damper clime than Ontario. Potatoes, mangels, and turnips thuive well. - Cattle feeding
‘for the English market is being entered into.  Hay land is good, - The local market for miost
produce is St. Johns. - - R L T L RS
The Eastern Townships of Qmebec produce ;gl tga-\x:r.gﬁfg 24 bushels per acre ;.oats, 2713
: 105, and cattle feeding.is being gone into., -
“In Nova Scotia wheat averages. 22 bushels per acre § oats, 25 ; barley, 23. - Tthas exceedingly’
rich dyked wmarsh-lands, the river beating down a mineral deposit; and the tides carrying wp
vegetable and animal particles, which-together form a mud ‘that cannot e surpassed as manure
for grass-linds. Nova Scotia consumes. all its own ceréal produce. Its winter is.longer than
Ontario, but vegetation is very rapid when the leat of the summer comes on. Cattle feeding
for the English market is extensively goneinto. It can vie with, Ontario for its apples, peors,
plums, and grapes.” Its-iidustries are fishing, mining, ship-building, lumbering, commerce, and

. .manufactiring.

" Ontario houses, thaugh in some townships.and near towns these also are very good. | -

and New Biunswick, there are many farms for sale. . : : oo
. The houses in Sussex Valley, in New: Brunswick, and in the Cornwallis, \Vin,dsé)r, and An-
napolis districts of Nova Scotia, are very nicely: got up, and in gencral'are better than the run of

‘ . . t. . . ! . :
- In all the older provinces, that is in Ontario, Eastern Townships of ‘Qucbee, Nova Scotia,

. -

The price of land of course varies very much, according to its quality and the houses erected

" upoii’its. but with o good dwelling-house on the farm and the réquisite stable, barn, ete,, a farm

of 100 acres -coukl be easily purchased at’ 40 dollars. per acre, and sometimes at less. * In Nova
Scotia marsh-land sells very high—about 160 dollars, or £32 per, acre. . L
One can judge from the preceding account which provinee he would-scleet if he were disposed
to emigrate. DManitoba is for distant. The lands next the railway at the Winnipez end are all
taken up, but could be bought high from their holders. Emigrants require to go back-into the
country to securc the free-grant lands, but the immediate extension of the Pacific Railway,

- which 1s now under contract, will speedily open up the vast area of prairie larfl between Manitoba

.and the Rocky Mountains, a distance of not less than 900 milés, . — .
+ My idea is that Canadians are better fitted for prahie 1ifé than we.are ; and seeing that they

- are not very far distant from Manitoba, families ‘canld-overcome, without mearly so much in--
- convenience or expense, the difficulties which distances throw in the way of British farmers,- I

met an old Canadian, Mr. Rutherford from Oxferd Co., Ontario, who was all over the Province.

-, of Manitoba looking for land.  He bonght ax improved' farm west of Calf Mountain, Pembina

P
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~teported that ar excellent crop was on the ground. e preferred paying the above price-to .
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Range, consistjtig of 320 acres, for 2,900 dollars, including 20- acres of wood with buildinési He

incurring the great expense and labour of erecting buildings and fences, and the-inconvenience
and expense that would otherwise be attached to his settling on wnoccupied land. If Mr.
Rutherford found this to ‘be advisable'in his cave—and he was a man fit to judge—I think any

person desirous of emigrating should consider well, whether, if he can afford it, it might not be’

degirable for him to give & higher price in the lower and matitime provinces for a ready-made

farm, where he might have all the social comforts of life quito within his reach, than procced -

westward,..

Many Canadian farmers are burdened with mortgages on their farms, and they are anxijous -

to be relieved of these"farms, and to start Jife dfresh in Manitoba, where they can get their sons,

know how to use their axes in erecting log-houses, ete., and they therefore are eminently qualified
for life in Manitoba. - . : :

Asto schools and.cliurches, the Dominion s as highly favoured ag we are oursclves. A school-
.tax is paid, but no fees. . .. - ’ . S T - C

Medical practitioners’ can ¢verywhere be had in the lower provinces, and by-and-by will
e KR c .

. spread themselves over Manitoba.

- weather, but had & good ship and & good commnitnder ;- and although our passage was protracted,
.we passéd a very pleasant time, arriving at Liverpool on the 26th October. = :

" I returned from Halifax by the Allan steam-ship Hibernian, C:iptain"Archer. We had heavy

After the report had been read, a number of gentlenien ‘sat” down t;) dinner in the Argyle

- Arms Hotel, D. McGibbon, Esq., presiding. The usual loyal toasts having. been duly honoured,

Provost Greenleés said it had fallen upon hiln to propose the toast of the evening.' He
did not know for what-reason, but he supposed it vas because he was a vety old friend of his.
All must admit- that Mr. McLean had done his ~ .ty faithfully. " 'When they considered that
he had kept them for two hours and three-quarters listening to the account of his experiences

" in that country to which’he bad been sent, they would acknowledge that he was a man of no

" . ordinary ability. In secking a rcpresentative to send from this district the farmers could not
have got a better man. He could fancy Mr. McLean going/about everywhere with his note-

book under his arm. He-did not' give them the ideas of on€ man only, but’he compdred various

.opinions with his own, and then arrived at the result, and he was certain that in every opinion he

" gave be was thoroughly honest. He asked them all'to join in’ drinking long life and -heulth to

I MecLean.

-, The toast. was-diunk wit;h'eilthusiasn;. s N / W L ) ""
' Mr. McLean made & suitable reply, and, after othér tongtg, the company separated, * -
e .. - - ] ‘ M . . e . .

. o

“around tlrem, and be afterwards provided, for. These men are accustomed-to rough it, and .,



BEPORT or MR. GEORGE CURTIS
. Wul (?aulr, Stledcn, Yo;].sim e

¢ Cravex farmers are pretty well acquainted thh the circumstances whichled to the. appomtm ent
" of Mr, G. Curtis-as their delegate to Canada to report -on the suitability of that country as a .
field for the exmgrahon of Craven farmers, Suffice it now, therefore, to say that five months
agoe, on'the invitation of the Canadian Government, the farmers of this 1mportant grazing dis-"
trict appointed Mr., Curtis, and he accordingly wens out to-view the land, leaving the shores of .
-Tngland ¢n board the Allan Line steamer Sarmatian about.the middle of J uly. He remained
in Canada o little_short of three months, conﬂnmg his observations chiefly to the Province of
Ontario, covering in that period a tract of country about 700 miles long- by 300 miles. broad.
. Recently Mr. Curtis returned home, and last Monday met & large gathering of the Craven
farmers af the Assembly Rooms adjoining the Black Horse Hotel, Skipton™ (Mr. John: Thxoup)
. It being the fortnightly cattle-fair day, the room was crowded. On the motion of Mr, H
" *Holden (Halton East), seconded by Mr. W. H. Davis (Gargrave), Mr. A..Ross was called tothe
chair. Amongst those present were' Mr."Grahame, of Glasgow, Canadian Government agent ;
Mr. Gomersan Otterburn ; and Mr. Shuttleworth, representative of the State of Iows, U. S.A.

“The Ch'\u-man, in opening the proceedings, said thab five months ago many of those present”
assembled in that room to select ene out of three-gentlemen nominated at a previous mecting to
proceed to Canada, at the invitation of the Canadian Government, as a del%gftte from the Craven -
" farmers. Mr. Curtis was sélected, and to-day théy had met together agsin to hear Mr, Curtis's .
report on Canada as a field for emxgra.tlon. - Doubts had-been e‘cpressed as to whether they had-
done right in selecting a gentleman who had passed the meridian of life for so arduous a task.

- PButin lookmg at Mr. Curtis now, and at the voluminous report which he had laid on the table,
heé was sure the issue had confirmed the wisdom of their choice; and he was glad to see that,
nientally as well as physically, Mr. Curtis had taken no’ harm by his sojourn in the \Vebtem .
Hemxsphere. —Craven Pioneer, November 20, 1880.

Mr. Curtis, who received a very hearty wélcome from his brother farmers, then formally -
.. presented his report, which was a lonfr and exhaustive one, and ably written throughout, He ’
said :

T proceed to give an account of my 1‘#wn.rdshxp, by submlttmg -to you a report of the mission
with which you- entrusted me a few months ago. I went to Liverpool on the 2lst of July last,
and there met with Messrs..Sagar, Imrie, and Broderick, - fellow-delegates. On the -folloing
day we sailed in the Surmatian, a vessel of admirable .build and noble proportions, under the
cfiicient command of Captain Aird (an appropriate name for an Airdale farmer to sail under).
-This vexssel is one of the splendid line of steamers owned by Messrs. Allan Brothers. We had
. a large number of emigrants and other passengers.on board.” We called at Moville (Ireland) for
the mails, and then steamed away géross the Atlantic without let or hindrance-until the 28th,
when we were envelopell in'a dense'fog. The weather Bécaine very cold, and we were close to
a number of icebergs. The fog:horn was repeatedly soundeg, but as, that. \had no effect upon
those mountains of ice, our speed was slackened and the engines ﬁnally ‘stopped, to avoid a col-
lision with one of those “cool customers.’” ' On the ‘29th we passed ‘through the straits of Belle
Isle into the Gulf, and as we steamed into the ‘River St. Lawrence the weather was delightful.
"The shore on our leﬂ' near which we sailed, appedred rocky, but well timbered. Patches of
- wood .are cleared-in some places, and upon these clearings are erccted houses inhabited by
fishermen. They are painted white, and have the effect of bnahtenmg up an otherwise sombre
scene, ' There is also a fine view of the Lauréntian Hills, which stretch away as far as the eye
can reach. Some miles-before reaching Quebec, on the nght-hand side of the river, we obtam
a pretty view of. Montmorency Waterfalls,

We arrived at Quebec on the afternoon. of the 31st, where we remained until the Monday
morning, the.2nd of August, and.then left for Ottawa, the capital of the Dominion. In a consul-
tatxon there as to our future movements, it was thought unadyisable for all to travel over the.

’
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same ground, aud with a view o spread ourselves over.as wide an arca as we conld thovoughly
investigate, Messrs, Innrie'and Broderick took the Provinee of Mauitoba and Mr, Sagar and I.
that. of Ontario. We travelled over a considerable section of country together, but theré were
large districts in which we separated.. I shall therefore, to avoid confusion, speak only of myself,
* and give my personal observations, recorded daily in my note-book at the various places visited. - -
I may here state that I was permitted the fullest liberty in the choice of localities I wished to ., |
visit, and that every information was given and facilities afforded by the Canadian Government, ~
through Mr. Lowe, the courteous sccretary of the Departinent of Agriculture at Ottawa ; and
among many others, the Hon. A. S. Hardy, Professor Buckland, Mr. D. Spence, and Mr. J. A.
Donaldson, of Toronto; Mr. J. Smith, of Hamilton; Mr. A. J. Sinythe, of London, as well as
. Mr. Stafford and Mr. Persse, of Quebee. +When I'arrived in Canada, the Hon. J. H. Pope, the
. Minister of Agriculture, was in ‘England on a visit 5 but on his return I had a pleasant and | -
protracted interview with.him. I'found-him practically conversant with all matters pertain-
ing to agriculture, and indeed he owns- a large farm in-the Fastcrn Townships' of Quchee.
The land around Quebee, as well as the ‘proviuce gencraliy which bears its name, is to a large, -
extent occupied by French Canadians. That part of the province ealled the Eastern Town.
ships, snid to be the Garden of Quebec, iy inhabited by Scotch and English settlers’; the soil
" is of very good quality, and well farined, with satisfactory results. Wild lsnds can be bought
l‘;cgfd?t from 2. 4d. to 3a. per acre ; and improved farms from 20 to 25 dollars per acre with® -
uildings. : S - " ‘
Oltawa, the capital of the Dominion of -Carada, is built upon the banks of the Ottawa river. *
It has a population of about 25,000. I was struck with its magnificence on the one hand, and
its incompleteness on the other.” There is plenty of water-power in the -vicinity of the city,
which is utilised for saw-mills and other purposes, and the visitor cannot but-be struck with the
- large piles of deals, cut into. the properlengths, which cover many acxes. The scenery round = ~
_ the capital is ‘beautifu], and the dry transparent atmosphere enables one to see to a great dis-
tance. - . . ] N
"The followirig werc the prices of som® of the commodities in the market at Ottaws :. Butter,
- 20 cents perlb. ; mutton and beef (by the quarter) 53 to 6 cents ‘per Ib. 3 eggs, of a good size, :
20 cents per dozen. . . ' ) . - - -
I do not propose.to give ty route day by day, but to offer a few femarks respécting some of,
the places I visited in the Province of Ontario, making them follow one another, in proper order, .
as far as possible. o - : . . : ) :
On leaving Ottawa, I went through the district watered by the river of that name as far as
- Pembroke, prettily situated on Lake Allumette. Some of the land is cleared ; and about Pem-
- broke and Renfrew thiere are large tradts devoted to farming purposes.. Stone and bricks (the
Tatter made from clay found, in the neighbourhvod) are used for building purposes, and in many -
. “places some capital buildings are being” erccted, which is indicative ‘of progress. The country is
’ pr&c“tica.lly a new one, and. is only just being opened up. The lumber trade is the principal
" indwstry. : - '
On our way from Ottawa westward we passed Brockyille, named after General Brock, who
fell at Queenstown in-1812. It has about 7800 inha Ditdfits. We next came to Kingston, one of
" the older cities, with & population of about 13,000. "It has not increaséd so rapidly as some other
places, although it is more ancient than many, having been an important town when some of the
_existing ones were nof thought of. It used to be a garrison town when British troops occupied ,
the country. It is now the seat of a military colieze where young Canadians receive a military
education, under the tuition of English officers. The next place we arrived at is Belleville (the
capital of Hastings County) with a population of “about 7000, and growing rapidly. The town
is lightod with gas, and is & large commercial centre. Large quantities of barley are here-ex-
ported to the States. - Coburg is our next stopping-place (population:5000). Six miles further,
and we are at Port Hope, wherc there are some fine farms and good residences. ‘Coburg is also
. seat of & Wesleyan College.. . Then we come to Neweastle. Theland about this place appears to
be of a superior quality and well cultivated. - The selling price is about 75 to 80 dollars per acre,
according to the position of the land and the state of the buildings. While'staying at Newcastle
with Mr.-Betts, I had an interesting interview with - Mr. Allan Wilmot. He was.one of tb\e\

pioneer settlefs in-this neighbodrlicod more than fifty years ago. He now lets his farm (200N
acres) at about 4 or 4% dollars per acre, and he is prepared to sell it for 80 dollars per acre.

I also visited the fish-breeding establishmrent at Newcastle, which is under the management:
of Mr. Wilmot. The brother of the above-named gentleman kindly explained to me the interest-
ing process of fish cultivation. - T :

A little further on and we arrive at Whitby. The land through the townships of Clark,
Darlington, and Whitby is excellent. I saw many farms in good condition. This season’scrops
were good, and the cattle and sheep were of a.superior class, especizlly the Jater. Cotswolds seem
to be the favourites.” The price of land varies from £5 to £16 per acre, and farms can be".
rented from 4s. to 16s. peracre. .~ - : . ’

The néxt place I visited was Toronto, called the Queen City of the Dominion, and capital of

" the Provisce of Ontario. "It has a population of about 80,000, and it gives one an impressaio_n even -



at first sight of Deing a thriving and’ populous place; On our arrival T was introduced to’ t-;ixe
Licutenant-Governor, the Hon. J. B. Robinson, and to the Mayor (Mz. Beatty), who accompanied

us in a tour through.the city, Houses of Parlinment, colleges, parks, and the various public places.
" It is really a beautiful city. Its sticets are laid out at right angles, one of which, Youge Street,

I was informed, extended inte the.country for sixty miles as straizht as a’line, excepting for one
slight bend about thirty miles out of the city. -~ :

~ The first.farm I visited in the neighbourhood was about twenty-six ‘miles disi:ant,’at Bronte, .

on the road to-Hamilton, with' Mr. Brecchon, a gentleman from Wiltshire, England, who was in
‘a treaty for the purchase. * The farm belongs to Dr. White, of Milton. It consists of 415 acres
in capital condition, with new buildings replete with every modern convenience, There is also
a neat residence built of concrete, in o nice situation. There is plenty of water, and most of the
land is cleared of stumps, which have been so arranged as to form: a substantial fence round the
farm. All the crops had been reaped and harvested except thirty acres of oats, which were then
Being cut. These oats, I was informed, were sown on- the 10th May, and my visit was on the
12th Angust. There was a ficld of swede turnips, almost the best I have ever seen. They were

sown on the "10th June, -Twenty-four deres of orchard are also attached to the furm. The -
»scrops of hay and corn were abundant. The price asked for this estate, including buildings, is
* about £12 10s. per acre. ) : ) ’

I then went on to Hamilton, a place after the same style as Toronto, situated on ono of the
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bays of Lake Ontario. There I conyersed with several of the farmers, who appeared to be happy .

the vinery of Mr. Haskins, the city engineer. This-vinery is twelve acres-in extent and gavean
excellent yield. It furms a part of the holding of Mr. T. Barnes, whose farm is in excellent con-
dition. He has grown a crop of wheat on the,same ground for four years in succession, and is

preparing it for the fifth. He informed me that he had never had less than forty-five bushels '

per acre, but be makes. 2 very liberal application of manure every year. - He has also a large
apple orchard, and the fruit was being gathefed while I was there. o
" Inext went to Burlington with Mr. Hurd to inspect his farim and nursery, which are character-

" .and contented, health  and satisfaction appearing on every countenance. I also paid a visit to

ised by fertility, neatness, and order. His crops were réally excellent, and the buildings in good .
0\' . - . .

er. . . . ey
" On our way back to Hamilton we passed through a good farming district. Most of the Tand

was cloared and under cultivation, and appeared to be fairly well farmed. Xmproved farms can

be had i this district at from £8 to £16 per acre,

$UCCESSFUL mAc:lm.\Ts.

While at Hamilton we took an opportunity of goi-ng to Brantford (where we were introduced -
to the mayor, Dr. Henwood) to inspcet the famous hord of shorthorns, founded by the late Hon.

George Brown, senator. 'We were shown over the farm by Mr. Hope, the manager, and saw, I
suppose, the finest herd of cattle in the world. . The farm is managed on the most approved

principles. The crops of mangels and swedes were cxcellent, also the Indian corn, which is-

“used as-green fodder. ' The farm is now owned by a joint-stock company, and includes among
its shareholders some of the best agriculturists of this country: Sales are held periodically at

various places in the United States and Canada, and the cattle are in great demand.. When at’

Brantford, Isaw Mr. Burrell(ahale and active man of seventy-two years), who came to Conada
from Bardney, Lincolnshire, in 1830. He had no capital then, -but by hard work and thrift he
acquired suflicient money to buy thrée farms,” He now lives on his means, his sons working the

farms,  This is but one of many similar cases I came across during my travels. ‘We went-from_

Brantford towards Paris, and looked over several large farms, amongst others that of Mr. Luck,
who arrived in this country twénty-three years ago, from Kent, England, with a capital of £31

10s. He now owns-a.farm of 200" acres, nearly all paid:for. The soil is a sandy loam. The -

clover upon wheat stubbles was something marvellous ; it was from a foot to eizheen nches in

length, in full bloom, and presented the appearance of a regular clover field, - .
‘We drove back from Brantford through Mount Pleasant, calling at farms on the way.

There were some well-cultivated Jands in” this section of the country, which hasbeen longer

settled than many other parts I have visited. 'We passed an orphanage supported by Mrs. Lay--

cock and her brother, Mr. Cockshott, from Colne, in England. - While in Brantford, I was the

guest of Mr. Plewis, who is # genial, intelligent and hespitable gentleman. He is a Yorkshire- .

man, from Hornses, near. Hull. "He is doing a large business as a miller. The price of wheat in . .

Brantford was 90 cents to 95 cents per bushel. I noticed that a roof was being put on a new
cotton factory at Brantford, which has been erected by Mr. Slater, late of Barnoldswick-in-
Craven. " There sccms to be « fine prospect for that business in Canada. -
From Brantford I made my way to London. En 7oufe-I noticed the sime prodigious crops of
fruit as I had seen in Wentworth and Brant. Mr. Riley gave me an apple that measured 14 inches
“one way aud 13 the other. While in London,-I met Mr. Rich, who was'from Carlton-on-Trent.

We weie ¢ raised,” as our Canadian cousins would say, within a few miles of cach other. He is-
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‘doing a large business in grain, and has made his money in the country. He started without any -
capital, but is now a wealthy man. ' The city itself is n miniature of our own metropolis. * Its river,
bridges, parks, and principal streets are named after similar places in the capital of England, and -
_they even possess a newspaper called the Echo. The surroundings of the city are very pretty,
and the substantial residences and well-kept gardens all speak of the prosperity of the people.
I visited the estate of Mr. Wim. Kainesy which is forsale. It is stuated in the county of Kent
and Plantagenet, on the Ottawa river, about 40 miles from Ottawa city. - 434 acres are in one
block and 150 acres detached, of which 50 acres are cleared, the rest being in timber. Fifteen
- dollars per acre is the price asked for the property. The soil round the.city of London is a rich )
- loam. I ghould think from my experience that a market gardener would get on well in this part.
The 1and. is good, and the growth of vegetables prodigious. Round London is a very fine farm-.
ing district: in fact, one of the finest that I had, up to this time, visited. Land could be ob-
) tain%d t;orlnbout 80 dollars per acre_(£16), including buildings. Grain wag selling at 90 cents
er bushel. T ' Lot
P On leaving London X made'for?.\"indsor, where land of very good quality, I found, could be -
bought at from £5 to £&per acre; while in Middlesex the price is from £10 to £16 per acre.
" There does not appear any reason for this difference in price,.as the soil in the county of Xent is
generally equal to that in Middlesex. L ' T
* Leaving Windsor, I drove along the road by the Detroit River, and called to see the stud of
" blood-horses owned by Mr. Chappelle. - He has some very handsome animals,
. We then drove through a fertile but indifferently farmed district. Ori our way from Windsor
to Gosfield we passed through the township of Maldon, and therc saw some good land, but it
could be improved by better cultivation. The township of Colchester possesses the same general
. characteristics as that of Maldon. - —_ . . C
-Passing along by Harrow, the land was teeming “with vegetation, and the weeds were not
the least luxuriant... Many patches of tobacco were growing on the French-Canadian farms. I
"also saw & great number of pigs along the roadside. 'They were not ‘all of the best quality, but
* did not appear to give much trouble in feeding, . - . L

[
[]
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T next went through a fine district alony the shore of Lake Erie. ’.I.‘Le land was very fine,
- but much overrun with rag-weed and other rubbish. . The farmers excused themselves by
* -pleading the unusual quantity of rain that had fallen this summer ; but the land is of a dry,
sandy nature, and, in my opinion, no difficulty nced be found in keeping it clean, It is really a
.-wonder to me how they can afford to grow so much thistle and weed—the most expensive of all
crops, and-the least profitable. . . . . - o
. After making a call at Leamington, near to the Island of Point Pelee, which consists of |
5000 acres of cuitivated land and about §000 acres in wood, we drove on to Ruthven, and after- -
wards to the villages of Cottam and Essex Centre. “The land through this district was good,
" but badly farmed. It seems capable of producing dnything, in large quantities,jand would, I
. .think, be very profitable if in- the hands of energetic farmers. At Essex Centre I met Mr. James
Matthews, land agent, and Mr., John Milne, the president and manager of a considerable saw-
mill and sash snd dodr-factory, which articles are likely to be largely exported, and will provide
employment for many carpenters and joiners as the trade increases. They told me they hadland
-in this locality, on which timber is growing, that they could sell at a price which the value of the
timber would more than cover, The soil-is of & dark loam, rather heavy, but of great depth;
and on portions of the cleared-land crops of Indian corn were being reaped. UL e
From Charing Cross we took the stage to Morpeth, and passed on' our way several small - "~~~
villages, and a larger town called Blenheim. There is some fine land in. this county, and well -
farmed. The land round Morpeth is very fine, and: fruit abounds everywhere. “‘We were met at
the hotel by Mr. John Duck, who, with Dr. Smith, accompanied us to the farm of Mr. Gardner.
He has upwards of 200 acres, and has- greatly improved it. Mr. Gardner makes a very liberal. .
use of salt as a fertiliser, with very good results in the yield of grain and in straw. He bagsome - -
.. good cattle, and I particularly admired a shorthorn boll. "He had not, at the time of our visit,
- sold his wheat, but he inforrned me that last season he obtained 1 dollar a bushel, which gave
a good profit. o . ' : -
- I then visited Colonel Desmond, who has a valuable farm of upwards of 200 acres. In' soil
and general features it is much like Mr. Gardner’s, but}in'a higher state of-cultivation. The
colonel is a fine military-looking man of eighty-two years of age, and was working in the field
-when we got there. He showed me a splendid 16t of hogs of “the-Berkshire breed,.of various
ages. Hehas made o good deal of money out-of the farm, and is still working it profitably. -
The whole of the land in this district is good and’ well cultivated. It can be obtained fronx
about £8 an acre. =~ - . ’ ‘ : .
" Our next drive was throup]
but far from ‘being bad. It improv

section 0f'"countxy_ somewhat inferior to the above,
as we nearcd Ridgetown, where there is some good land -
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l —a loam resting upon' a‘gruvélly subsoil. Land at this place was stated to be valg;:d at aC_iO an

acre. j O e ‘ JOR ,
. Chatham is the next place we arrived'at. 'We visited several places of interest in the neigh-

bourhood, including Mr. Taylor’s woollen factory, and examined the cloth, which, while it caniog = -
_~be compared with the English manufactures in point of finish, is yet a good production.

¥rom Chatham we went into the. country to see the land, and the way in .which it was
mansged, - Weealled at Mr. Dolson’s farm, where I saw a garden laid out with great taste,

His farm has an area of about 400 acres, and is in very good order. He was well satisfied with *

the crops this year, and his Indian corn, which was then standing, was something marvellons—

the finest crop I saw in Canada, It would probably yield more than 60 bushels to the acre. He -

had also some excellent oats, . . . o
We travelled through soie good land in this district, eud it is well cultjvated on the whole.

e
v

FACILITIES FOR THE CHEAP TRAXSFER OF LAND.

Chatham is situated on tho River Thames, and steamers ran betyween it and Detroit. It has

excellent railway communication, and every facility for transporting its products and manufac- -
“tures. The surface of the country around Chatham is very taking to the eye. It was formerly
- marshy, but sluices or open drains have been cut through the land right to Lake Erie, o distance

of about thirteen miles.  The soil in the district is not surpassed in any part of the province for

. depth and general fertility, but is capable of improvements by further drainage. The land bears
& general resemblance. to that of the ¥en districts in Lincolnshire. Y

I had an opportunity during my stay in Chatham, through the courtesy of ‘the Registrar, of
inspecting the simple and cheap system that is adopted for the conveyance and transfer of lund
in Canada.” All the holdings in every township are numbered, and the deeds of the same are

" kept at the office of the Registrar, together with accounts of all sales, transfers, mortgages, ete.,
- 50 that the title of any property can be verified without difficulty, - The whole expenses in con-

nection with the transfer of land, including the lawyer's fee, very ofteh does not cxceed £1 8s.
The land from Exeter to Wingham, through the town of Clinton, is of excellent guality, and
the-same remark will apply to the country for twenty miles between Wingham and Lake

Huron. ~There is'a marked thoroughness about the farming- in this section of the country.

Where the land is-clearcd of timber and stumps it is put into a capital tilth for crops. Barley
and wheat seem to be favourite crops fur some miles around Wingham. Most of the land

around this neighbourhood was wild bush fiftecn years ago. A large school has recently been
crected at a cost of about £2000 sterling, which is very creditable to the 3000 inhabitants of

the place. 'The school-rate amotints to'more than one-half.of the entire rates, but these are low,
and one does not hear any complaints. The price of land is about 40 dollars. an acre for
partially cleared land. T may say that' the woodland is regarded equally as viluable as the
tleared, on account of the timber. ’ - - .

Near Wingham is a butter manufactory. The whole of the butter is taken by a Glasgow
firm, who pay 4 cents per lb. more for it* than the local market prices, which average about
20 cents perr b, The establishment is owned by, the farmers'of the district, who send their milk

.into-the fuctory daily, and are paid according to the quantity they furnish and to the price the:.
butter realises. There are many manufactories of the kind in Canada. I formed a very high -
opinicn of this district; and the land is cheaper than at some other places 1 came across, aver- -

aging from £5 to £8 per acre. - e ) . .
‘Whea at Newcastle, the Rev. Mr. Betts drove me out.to the Lake Shore, where T met some

grain-dealers. Barley was being quoted at GO cents per bishel, and wheat was from 85 to’

90 cents per bushel. ) ) )
_While in Toronto, Mr. Rennie, a seedsmaa of that city, kindly drove us round Scarborough
and the adjacent district. . ’ L - o
‘We went to Mr. S, Beattie's farm. Mz Beattie is well known all over Canada as an im-

" porter and exporter of first-class cattle. He was prusent as the last Royal Agricultural Society’s

show at Carlisle, and purchased some of the finest-animals exhibited forbreeding purposes. . He

.had sume excellent root crops. In thic case, as in every other where special ‘attention is paid to™ -

ihe fattening of cattle, there is a corresponding -attention to root growing.

We passed several other farms, among which was that of Mr. Andrew Hood, the prize plough-
man. 1 was much surprised at the excellence of the ploughing in Canada generally. Mr. Rennie
had some of the best crops of carrots and mangels that it has been my lot to see. We saw
punpking growing which were 35 Ib. in weight, and squashes 150 Ib. each—Ilikely to be 275 b,
befove they stop-growing, and. swede turnips of good size, indicating 'what.can be done in fancy
farming. The grain crop was stowed away in the barns in excellent order. Mr. Rennie in-
formed me that in seventeen years’ farming his smallest crop of barley averaged 38 bushels to
the acre, and that he had one year an average of 55 ; his corn was also of good quality. e

We next went to the farms of Mr. Thomas Hood, Mr, John Gibson, and Mr.-Hood, junr,
These farms were in excellent cultivation, —_ - :

»
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We- continued our ]oamev to \Ir. Robnrt \I’u‘sh S fa.nn, where we inspected a ﬁne flock of
So.xthd()\ms, which had obtained prizes at various shows in the country. Mr. Marsh has been -
-.trying lucerne, and speaks favourably of it. e thinks that on rich-land it might be cut three
tinies a year, and that it should yield two or ‘three tons per acre at each cui.t.mrv I niay sy
‘here that he took nine medzls and nine dlp'luma.s at tlic Centennial Exhibition at Phlladelphm,

. and that his prizes last year were eighty in;number.

We next visited the farm of Mr. Russall, who las some ﬁne shorthom cattle. Finer speci-
mens than soine of thé animals cannut, T am certain, be found! in’ Canada. We also looked at
his flock of 120 Cotswold sheep.. “Some of them were weighed with the following results : Four-
year-old ewg, 345 1b; thrcc-yuar-old, 323 1b. 5 two- year~old 323 1b. ; one-year-old 310 1b. The
.farm i3 oyer 500 acres in extent, and he has another 150 acres a shork distance away: The price
of land vaxies from £3 to &16 per acre.  The soil. throughont this district is of a good quah(:y

< and well cultivated. "

. Our next journey was to Guelph,.to see the model farm, Tt is p.:v.chcally an. Agneultuml
College, where young Canadians receive a thorough knowledge of farming. In the advantages
of this valualic jnstitution, any ratcpayer, or the son of any mt«,p'xg cr, is entitled to share, on

. condition (1) that he is not less than fifteen years of ages (2] is of good moral charactes; (3) is
in goud health 5 (1) is of fair educativnal attainments’ and (3) that he. intends to follu\v horti-

- . ‘culture or agriculture as u profession.  'The tuition is fr_ee, board and washing only being charged

for, and & 1uan can earn cnough by his labour to nearly cover the whole of his expenses, T wag .
: pleaxcd to make the. acqu.untmce of the manuger (Professor Brown),and President Millsy who
appraved to be specitlly-qualified foy the posis they fill. .
During my «ta) in Toruuto, my :clf and \Il S mozu visited the Miltoa dlbtnct.

.~ . bUCL}}SFbL EMIC M\'TS.

We pq«;cd on to a farm belonging to Mr. “’hlte, occupied by Mr. “Thomas Bowk This is o
good ferm, well cultivated, and stoclied with o superior chass of shorthorn cattle, sume of which
Mr. Boak has fmperted from England. He is a native of Cumberland, and came out to Canada
about twenty-five years ago without (,.Lplt.ll but by industry he (like scores of others T meut with
in Canada) is now able to pmdma«. o fam,  His taxes amount to about 40 doll.us per annum for
the 300 acres.

We also visited ‘Ir Br'un 9, who, with his f.nther, were pmnocm in this part of the country.

. He came from L.wltmd, and in -r.d(htmu to lm. {farm Lrews luger beor. He started with httk; wr

‘no capitals. -

- \\}e also went throuﬂh the ul]a're of Cmmpbellvxlle, in the townshlp of "\T'\ss'sgowey, county of .
Halton, and among others T met Mr. Jonathan Adamson. ' He had the good fortune- to select a
fine picee of land (200 acres): -He hags improved it By the erection of astone dwelling-house and
substantial buildings. The oil on thé farin is of good quality, and in a state of excellent culti-

" vation. Mr. Adamson scttled here about’ forty years ago, and was able to give us interesting .

“information respecting the settlement.of this fine’ township. He started without copital; but * -
now owns a fine furm.  Mrs. Adamson’s father, Mr. Trudgeon, was the first settler in this dis-
trict, when the country around was a dense forest. Tlhiero was not even a road from Toronto,

- and they bad to find their way through the forest. . Mr, Adamison came out from England, He
is now over seventy ycars of age, and is halc and hear by, I found no farm in this county in .
neater trim, or more pwﬁt.»blc, cultivation, thau that of Mr. J ohnson-Harrison, of Milton.
Here the thistle, the ‘great drawback to Canadian farming,.is not allowed any quarters. He
keéps some ‘entire horses of the 1o.:.d>tu class—fine’ amma.h He also has & supeuor herd of |, .
shoit-horned eatile, R

I stayed in the dist trict of Hs.lton fm a few days, and Feceive (.d much information from Mr.
‘White, who accompanied us through the county. The price of land appears to run from

" 40 to 80 dollars per acre; for rcntmg, about” 3 dollars per acre may be taken as an ~
average.  The following are "the’ principal towns in the county of Halton : Oakville, about 2060
mh"bn'mts H Georﬂ‘etown, about 2000 mha,bxta.nts Acton, 1000; Bm-lmgton, 2000 : Milton,
1200. 'The population of the whole county is about 25,000, consxstmg principally of English,
Irish, 8eoteh, and native Conadians. It is a fine grain and grass-growing country, also
favoured locat‘ou for fruit -crops,.and is famous for its strawberries. Its position is between.
Tulonto and H.unxltun, and the county is trayersed by four different lines of rallway.

Ve
1 RISE FRCM POVERTY 70 WEALTH,
. o .
On amvmrr at Ingersol], we called aﬁ the farm of Mr. Wilson, who came ont from England
mth his father, in 1832, When they amvcd here they were the happy possessors of 3 dollars
2y) Now every branch of the family is wealthy, owning; among other property, 1200 acres of .
land of good qua.hty, with neat and substantial residences. We also inspected a cheese factory
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* quality. He also milks 60 -cows, and makes a Jarge quantity of cheese. The houses for the

" upon his farm, and 'while partaking of refreshment listened with intense i'ntercst:f'.q ‘this lﬁne ‘and

intelligent Yorkshire emigrant of nearly fifty years.igo. Imay add that their wealth has been
obtained from agricultural pursuits, and that the land does not represent all their wealth. These

‘cases speak for themselves, anid show what can be done.in Canada by hard work and thrift.

We next visited, among several others, Mr. Agar, who farms 400 acres of land of good

cattle were undergoing extension and alteration. "The stables are well arranged, and have every
convenience. He started with a very small capital, but is now in a position of affluence, which
has been obtained, as in Mr. Wilson’s case, from agriculture. - . . '

- We visited several cheese manufactories in this focality. They are. conducted on the same
principles as the butter manufactories, described elsewhere. . o

An’ inspection of this district shows how easily and'pr(;ﬁtably the land can be dévoted to

.grazing purposes. The soil is a rich loam, somewhat undulating, The brick and stone resi-

dences, with their cedar walks-and ncatly trimmed lawns and hedges, and the orchards, with
their golden burdens, form a picture difficult to equal in the finest districts of the Old .
Country. - . ' - : - . : :

I now proceed to devgte a few lines to Tilsonburg, which is becoming an important place,
thanks tosthe energy and ‘enterprisc of its founder, Mr. Tilson, The town is in the county of
Oxford, and its valuable witer privileges have already given an impetus to the establishment of

.. manufactories. It possesses a sawmill, corn, oatineal, and pea-splitting mill, a large ‘brewery,

and a sugar manufactory nearly-ready. A large dhantify of beet is grown in the neighbour-
hood. A manufactory for drying fruit for exporting has also been’started, and they. expect to
use 25,000 bushels of apples alone during this season. . .

Building materials are very cheap. White bricks (very durable) cost 5 dollars per thousand;

: -Yime, 2 cents per bushel ; hard:.wood, 2 dollars ; and soft, 1 dollar per cord (4 f%ét square, -8 feet
. long). This; taken in conjunction with® the extensive water-power available,”prognosticates a
" busy future for this young town. It is also said to be probable that any new factory started -

would get a subsidy, and perhaps exemption from taxes for a certain time ; so there appears
be & good opening. - . . . . . -
.- We went round Mr. Tilson’s farm. The land is good -and well cultivated ; the country .- -
around is a fine farming district, and not inaptly named ¢ Goshen.” In driving around I came
across two namdsakes, George Curtis and V. Curtis, who came from Lincolnshire., They and
another brother arrived in Canada without capital, and are now in.the happy position of being
their own landlords. - o ) o o

The price of land around Tilsonburg and Goshen varies ffom 30 dollars to 60 dollars per acre

. (-£6 to £12), and, though near the town rather light, is of a capital quality.

Continuing our journey to Barrie, and having been joined by Professor Sheldon and Messrs.
Sagar anid Donaldson, we paid a visit to Bradford. Some of the land we traversed was inferior,
but about Newmarket and forward to Bradford it was of good quality. We iwere joined at -
Bradford by Dr. Morton, the Reeve of the township, and drove out to Rond Head, calling at -
Colonel Tyrwhit’s, who_owns upwards of 200 acres of land in good cultivation. - He has some -
good horsges, cattle and shecp, and excellent root-crops. We also visited Mr. Stoddard’s farm,
the greater part of which is-under-drained. This southern portion 6f Simcoe seems equal to.the

- best parts of Ontario., At Mr. Stoddard's farm I had a conversation with one of his men, who °

came from Whitby, Yorkshire. He had been there fifteen months, and during the first twelve
months had managed to save 100 dollars. His wages were 110 dollars, including board and ..
lodging, so that he had nothing but clothes to find. He is now getting 126" dollars per annum,

" and hopes to save a still larzer sum'this year. To usc his own words, he ‘means to have a farm
.of his own before long” We then went on to Barrie, the county town of Simcoe. It is one of
“the largest counties in Ontario, the -dimensions being roughly 156. miles by 80, and, generally

speaking, is & ﬁne agricultural country. Barrie is very prettily. situated upon & bay of Lake

Simcoe, .

. We left Barrie in order to make a visit to. the Muskoka district, and were ,acc.o:_:ipa.ni‘ed bya
party of gentlemen to Gravenhurst, where a railway is being made to connect with the Northern
Yacific. I will give you generally my impression of this district as it is attracting a good deal

.of attention. . Its scenery is very romaatic; indeed, it is called the Wales of Canada. - Itis g

well watered. - Part of the soil is good, and part is rocky. I have .scen some very fine samples’

of roots-and grain raised in the district, and think it is likely to become an importdnt district = °
both for the growth. of cereals and the raising of live stock, The population is increasing rapidly,

20 I was told, and the free grants of lands are being availed of. * On returning to Barrie, we

. called on Mr. Bridges, who is a breeder of Hereford cattle. He owns a large amount of land—

" about’ 1800-acres, I think. ~He has a farm of cleared land, and is clearing about eighty acres

" every year. He told me that a good deal of the land has cost him nothing, the timber having

realised more than the price -of the land. Most of the farms in the district present similar™ ~

features to that of Mr. Bridges!, though to a more limited extent. ‘
Before leaving Canada I had an opportunity of visiting the agricultural show at Hamilton,

It comprised many of the same feaf;uref’ that I observed at the Toronto Exhibition ; indeed,
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\nany. of the cattle and most of the general articles did duty at both places. Gravestonés were
shown at Torento; but cofins were- also on view here—so that the fulness of the shows are -
rather extended, covering both the living and the dead. The machinery, hardware, and car-
viages were very good, and the former exhibit’ excelled Toronto if anything—which is not a’
~matter for surprise, when one is informed that Hamilton is the Birmingham of Canada. The -
horses and cattle were good classes. One fat ox, shown also .at_Toronto, scaled 2850 Ib. The

- pigs also, of the Suffolk and Berkshire breed, can be commended. I had the pleasure of an
introduction to his “Excellency the Governor-General (Marquis of Lorne) here, hnd had an___ .
intéresting interview. I found him very affable and pleasant. . e o T

Just a few concluding remarks about the show. There was a cloth-cutting machine of very .

" ingenioud construction ; & splendid show of the Wanzer sewing-machines; amd 1 must not forget
to mention the.implements shown by Mr. Copp-——they deserve much commendation for their
neatness and lightness. The fruit-show was also excellent, and as » conclusion T inay say that T
had a basket-of very fine grapes given to me at Hamilton (grown by Mr. Hurd in the open air), -
which I brought to England, and when opened, after three wecks, were .in perfect order. It,
therefore, is not unlikely that this fruit may fotm & no inconsiderable feature in the cxports of -

- Canada at some future day. - ) - L : .

‘We nexémade our way to Niazara to see the famous falls of that place. The district between

‘Hamilton and Niagara is famous for its fruit-growing, especially for peaches. It scems to be -
quite & profitable trade, and I was told "the fruit of ‘the district was celebrated all over the con-.
tinent of America. The land about St. Catherine’sis light, and not very valuable for farming
purposes.. “Agto the falls, 50 many have given a description of thesc mighty waters that it is
almost superfluous to mention the subject; but as no one has seen them with my eyes, T suppose
T ought to say something about a spectacle so world-renowned. It is traly a sublime sight to
behold. . There is something akin' to disappointment at first, but as the whole is gazed at, and .
its grandeur impressed upon ‘the mind, it becomes awfully magnificent. The rapids above and
below the falls are only less beautiful because less awe-inspiring. . B ’

_GENERAL SUMMATY.

I have now finished my ' detailed report, and-propose to summariss, -under eonvenitnt °
heads, my-opinions gencrally about the ‘portions of the country that I had the privilege of
visiting : : . o : . Co ) ‘

Climate.~TIt may be said generally that the summer heat and winter cold are greater than in -
England. But it is only fair to remark that owing to the dryness of the atmosphere, the heat is
not so inconvenient as’it would be in our murky climate. At the same time it has a wonderful
" effect in bringing to maturity the fruits of the soil, Oats can be sown and reaped in three
‘months, and fruits are grown to such perfection and in such luxuriance as to surprise one from
the Old Country. Almost evérything that grows in England will grow in Canada, but vegetables
and roots attain a greater size in the latter, and mclons, tomatoes, peaches, and: excellent. grapes ,
ripen to perfection in the open ajr. | ,’ ’ : ‘ . . -

. As regards the winter, the degree of cold as registered by the thermometer i8 undoubfedly
much- greater than in this country, but the air is so dry and s6 exhilarating, that the season'is
looked forward to as one'of enjoyment. It would seem from this that the dampness of the airis
. a great factor in deciding the cffects-of cold, and I certainly heard no’complaints in Canada of
* the winter. It has one drawhack certainly, and that is the necessity of housing the cattle and

sheep in' the winter, but as shipments can notwithstanding be made at a profit, and as the cattle
trade is being largely developed, this is apparently not considered a serions disadvantage by eur
Canadian cousing. I may add also that apple and peach trees are left unprotected during the
winter without any injury to their vitality. . o ' ’ -
. Soil.—Speaking generally, the soil of Ontario is of aloamy nature, some light and some clayey, .
but in the latter case it does not appear to be so heavy, and difficult to work as the clay lands of,
England. This may be owing.to the clay being less tenacious, or by the pulverising -effects
of ‘the winter frost. . I may say that I saw no real surface clay soil. There was, of course, sub-
goil of that nature. In a/country so large as the Province of Ontario many different kinds of
soil are naturally found-—good, bad, and indifferent ; but the former -seems to preponderate, ay
the diversified products and the luxuriance of their growth demonstrate. But the land has not
_been used well. It must have been exceedingly rich at one time, but continued cropping and
careless farming is bound to bring its results, and the lesson cannot fail to be usefrl, The effects.
ave seen in the better system of farming that is now.being adopted, and to the greater attention
that is being given to dairy farming, to the fattening of Jive stock, and to the consoequent ex--
" tended growing of root crops, all of which will tend to recuperate the soil. Drainage tco is now
being looked -after, and more in this direction may yet be done in some districts. oo
Free Grants of Land.—Upon this point I cannot do better than quote the following extract,
token from a work issued by the Government of the Province of 'Ontario: ‘¥ivery free-grant,,.._
gettler over eighteen vears of age is entitled- to select 100 acres, and’ cvery head of a family 209
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acres. The conditions of settlement are set forth in the followinz clause ¢f the Free Granis and’
© Homestead Act, Revised Statutes of Ontario; cap. 24, sce. 8: *No patent shall issue for any land
Jocated under this Act, or under-said regulations, until the expiration of five years from-the date
. of such location; nor until the locatee, or those claimiing under him, or some of them, have per-
formed the following settlement duties, that is to say}:-have cleared and have under cultivation
at least fifteen acres of the said land (whereof, at Tuadt, two acres shall be cleared and cultivated -
annually during the five years next after the date of the location to be computed from stich date),
" angl have built a house thereon fit for habitation, at least sixteen feet Dy twenty feet, and have
" actuslly and continuotsly resided upon and cultivated the said -land for the term of ‘five ;ears
next succeeding the <ate of such location, and from thenge upto the issie of the patent, exceyi
that the locatec shall be allowed onc month, from .the d4tt of €he location. to enter upon and
uccupy the land ; that absence from the said land for in allnot more than six months dwving auy
one year (to .be computed from the date of ‘the Jocation), shall. not_be held to be 2’ cessation of
such residence, provided such land be cultivated as aforesaid.””’ ) -
Just.a word in regard to these free grants. No one should choose them iz & hurry.. There
iJ plenty of good land, but as much carc should be exércised in its selcction as if- it had to be
bought, for 1t‘is a matter upon which the suceess of the settler.primzrily depends. o
Ontario as a Field for Settlement.—My- opinion on this point is that a man has gvery chance

" of doing well- in Ontario, and that many have suceeec2d is demonstrated by the examples which | '

" I found in the course of my travels. I may be asked, and it is a fair question, whether I would
. care to live in the country myself and adopt it s my home ? In response, I can say thatif ever
I did emigrate, Canada is thecountry I woulrl go to. Indecd, such a change.as regards associations
would be very little, as Ontario is much the same as England, its inhabitants all hailing from .
the OId Country, having been horn here, or descended from earlier emigrants from our shores.
In o pecuniary sense the change would be productive of great advantage. In the first place &
less capital is required ; one can buy as much land in Ontario for a dollar s in England for a-
‘sovereign. This. is a rough and ready calculation, but s sufficiently near the ‘mark. For
. labourers Ontario offers great advantages to steady, hardworking, and thrifty men. They get good
wages, and may look forward to being able to start on their own account if they are careful.
" Most of the labourers are boarded and lodged in the farmhouses, so thut single men are preferred ;

but in the neighbourhood of the towns and villages this is a disndvantage not without remedy in * -

.the cuse of married couples. Lut I think Ontario farmers would be serving their own interests
if thﬁy were to erect coftages for the men, and thus foster & class gimilar to the farm labourer of
England. . ' AN ' - . .

* ’?C’apital Required.—1In the first place, T may say that improved farms vary in price from £8 to
£16 per acre, which inciudes fences and all buildings, in fact a farmready for occupation, while land
- of similar guality can be rented at from 10s. to 20s. péracre, 1t is, thercfore, easy to calculate what
. capital a man ought to have. He would, of course, have to buy implements and cattle and seed, to
enable him to make a start, 'and the amount to ‘be expended under this head would, of course,
depend upon the means of the farmer and the system which he would adopt. I may remark here
in parenthesis that land and buildings can be bought in the Eastern Townships for £4 or £5 per
. acre, It is said that on a free grant a man should have £100 or £150. He would not, of course,
be able to put a whole farm jnto work at once with this amount of capital, but each year he .
would be getting 2 return, and- be adding to his capital, and thus be able to extend his area cach
year. Until a man had enough-ground under cultivation to occupy hiw entirely, hé could earn
- good wages for his labour in spare time, which would alsc help him. Many have started with
little or no capital, or at any rate miich less than the figures named above ; but this can only be
.." done by dint of hard work and self-denial, which, after all, are in ‘any case the first elcments of

suCCcess. o s : -t

I may add that I did not come across any grumblers in my fravels, The people seemed
happy and contensed. I may say further, that I was only asked for alms on one occasion; and
wy inquiries elicited that he was not ‘a.Canadian, but a man on tramp frém Rochestcr, in the
United States. As regards taxes, I'found on inquiry that they avernged fiom £5 to £7 per 100
acres, and a few days’ labour (or its equivalent)in connection with the roads. There arve no
tithes, income-tax, or anything of that kind. o - :

Produce.~~The average crops of wheat range from 20 .to 40 buebels per acrej though the
average for t‘l‘w Dominion isless. Mr. Rennie never had less than 25 bushels. Oats, barley,
and Indian corn };ield 0od crops, as also roots ; vegetables ave abundant ; potatoes, carrots, and the
" likeave larger than in England ; peas and beans flourish ; all kinds of fruit grow in great luxuriance,

peaches, apricots, melons, tomatoes, and grapes comibg to maturity in the open air. Good as the
* crops are, they are.capable of improvement, by better farming and a more liberal application of

manure, and .the scarcity.of labour tends to increase the expenses. Dairy produce is also now
coming to the fore, but I intend giving some statistics as to this later on. -

Cattle.—~Grade cattle, taken herd for herd, are equal to any that will be found on this side
of the Atlantic. They also have some finc herds of pure breeds of various sorts, as my readers
will remember. ‘- There has been no catile plague or ploeurc-pnoumonia in Canada, so that the

Doniinion is uot included in the scheduled countries, ‘The cattle are therefore admitsed $o the

v : . " B
Sa, .
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Eaglish markets alive, which #s8 an advantage mot possessed by American stotk raisers. - The
breed of sheep is generally good, and the cross is favoured rather than the pure breeds. There
is a'good deal of controversy as te the best cross, and many different opinions.sre adopted. 'Pigs
are generally a good class,- The horses are lighter than ‘our agricultural horses, but they are

_strong and active, and adapted for the road or harder work. . Praise is certainly due to the efforts -

_that are made fo improve the quality of the stock. The finest cattle and horses aré being im-
ported every year for breeding purposes, and many prize-winners at our shows find their way to-
Candda, at n6 small expense to the importers. The herds of pure-bred cattle, in various parts of

_the country, contain ‘many excellent animals; and those at Bow Park, and at Mr. Cochrane's

. ‘farm in the Eastern Townships, have a reputation by no means confined to the American con-

tinent” Ce ) . o 3 R
- Markets and Means of Communication.—~The province has good rail communication, asa .

-wlunce at 2 map will show; and as to markets each town has at least two each week, and the
villages one, A farmer has no difficulty in getting rid of all his produce,# As regards barley, I
am told that the greater portion of it is sent to the United States, where it is much esteemed.

 Implements.—Y was much struck with the implements I saw.- They are light, yet strongly
made, and easy t6-handle, The Americansused to control the markets.for these goods, but I am

“told they are now almost entirely superseded by Canadian manufactures. R :

. System of Farming.—T have mentioned this under the head of ‘Soil’ The great fault
seems- to ‘have been the want- of a system. "Mixed farming I am satisfied is the best thing
an Ontario farmer can adopt. By raising ‘cattle he is obliged to use his straw, and to grow
root crops, thus affording the moeans of keeping the soil well manured. It s true that wheat

-and other- exports do not- fetch the same price as they do here, but the cost «.f producing them -
%s léss, The price of food-stuffs is low ; bran, for instance, costing only a third of what it does
heve. ‘ - ; : :

Exports.—The following figures are useful in showing the progress of Canada as an agricul-
tural country. Exports in 1873 of wheat and flour, 10,895,468 bushels ; other grain, 12,923,871
bushels < in 1879, of wheat and flour, 12,671,435 bushels ; other grain, 11,270,195 bushels. In
1878, 5,635,411 bushdls of ivheat, and 2,621,581 bushels of other grain.were imported into the

- Dominion; and in 1879, 4,768,733 bushels' of wheat and 2,190,358 bushels'of other grain. ~ Dut

“most of this was for.exportation from Canadinn ports, on account of cheap freights and better

. facilivies for getting to the sea-board, and not for home use. * In fact the import of wheat de- -
creased in 1879 by- 1,000,000 bushels, while. the exports increased by 2,000,000 bushels.  The

“export of flor in 1879 was also’ equal to 3,000,000 busliéls, The following are the exports of
butter, cheese, and eggs during 1873 and. 1879 : 1878, 13,006,626 1b. of butter ; 38,054,294 1b.
of cheese, 5,268,170 doz. eggs ; 1879, 14,307,977 Ib. of butter ; 46,414,035 -1b, of cheese ; 5,440,828
doz. eggs. - Exports of horses, cattle, sheep and swine: In 1878; 14,207 horses, 30,456 cattle, -

. 242,989 sheep, 3201 swine; in ‘1879, 16,635 borses, 49,257 catile, 308,393 sheep, 6498 swine, .
These figures are taken from & work published by Mr. W. J. Patterson, the secretary of the

Montreal Board: of Trade. e . ' . . -

Lands for Sale.—It may.be asked, why can land. so readily be bought, if the prospects for a
settler ave so good?. Theré are several reasons for this..” One is that many of the settlers ob- -
tiined their lands for little or nothing ; have- clenred them, erected buildings, and bave the °
farms under cultivation. They are now worth a good sum. . With the capital acquired by selling
now they wish t6 take up fresh landsand get those into cultivation, adding to their means in
this way. I came across a man at Wingham to whom this applies. Many go to Manitoba,

", which is attracting so much .attention. Another reason is that the occupier.may have got into-

" years; his sons have taken' to, professions or commercial pursuits rather than farming, and he
desires to retife and live on his capital. I was informed of this by a man ‘at Milton who had -
. afarm to sell.  Then, again, some are due to bad ‘farming. The occupiers have not used the .
soil vell, and rather than take the trouble of adopting higher farming and manuring their lands,

. prefer to go to ‘new land, where they can continue their unwise and-shortsighted operations,
Others wish to take larger farms. o . : oo e

Social Aspects—Just a few words upon this subject,and I finish. The Canadians possess

the charscteristics which ' are usually found on this side of the Atlantic; yet they seem to be a

little different from the phlegmatic Xnglishman. In fact, they combine the ¢ go’ of the Ameri-

can with the caution of the Britisher. They are very sociable and hospitable, and X _think,

taking class for elass, they live in better honses than we do-in England, and are more extravagant

" in the way of furniture and ‘fixings’ This' I especially noticed in my visits to farmhouser.

. . There 3s-of course very little aristocracy, the distinction butween classes being, I think, expressed

by’ the. words -capital and labour; and there is more freedom and more equality between man
and man in Canada than in Eugland ; which is generally the case, I believe, in most of our
Colonies. Now I leave Canada. . I enjoyed the trip much, and made many friends, and shall
always Ffemomber “with feelings of pleasure my sojourn in that country ;. wnd if I have not spe-
citically meniioned w1l those to whom I am indebted, it is for want of space,'and not that T have
forgotten- sheir kindness, On our way down the St. Lawrence the autumnal tints of foliage

»
-
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formed a gpectacle not casily forgotten, and would require the.brush of an artist, the mind of a
poct, or the tongue of an orator to do it justice. . - o
1 came back in the Allan Line steamer Sardinian, under .the command- of Captain Dutton, *
We had a congenial company of saloon passengers. There was Miss Macpherson, of the Orphan -
Institution; at Galt, and Miss-Scott and Miss Combs, who had been with her to Canada. 1 was.
also pleased to meet John McLean, Esq., of Montreal, who was a passenger of the same ship that
I went out in. We also had the Hon. D. A. Smish, Sir H. Ailan, Mr Ionsdale, and Mr.
Monson ; also. Mr. W, P. Cubitt, a British- delegate from Norfolk ; Mr. Hickson, of the
Grand Trunk Railway, and many others of a like genial and intelligent stamp, of whose agreeable
"and instructive conversation X shall ever'entertain a pleasing recollection, .
- . TR . | . o

- QUESTIONS, .- "

. *Mr. Curtis, who was loudly cheered, exi)ressed hiy willingneés to answer any questions gentle-
men desired to ask ; he courted the questions for the sake of giving information.

¢Mr. Davis (Gargrave), said the Craven farmers would be much benefited if they could obtain .

from Canads, in the spring of the year, a supply of lean cattle; and he inquired of Mr. Curtis if
. he thought the Canadian farmers could meet their wants in this respect, - ’ . N

’ ¢ Mr. Curtis replied that his impression was that the Canadian-farmers could profitably supply
us with lean cattle; but they wanted to send them in the autumn, wh’('l:reas the Craven farmers
wished to have them in the spring. The Canadians. were undoubtedly going in more for cattle-
raising, and he belicved- lean cattle would in the future become a’ considerable item of the
exports from that country. In,support'of this view, he quoted the opinion of Mr. Hickson,
%le manager of the Grand Trink Railway, who was on board the vessel on which he returned to

ngland;” - ’ o . T

*In answer to the question as to whether the farm-buildings in Canada were of brick, stone, or
wood, Mr. Curtis said the stables and houses for cattle were génerally of stone or brick up to the
first storv, and above that, of wood. o ] e
¢ Question.—Are the roads very bad, and is it inconvenient travelling in the country districts®
- * -~ *Mr. Curtis replied that at certain periods of the year travelling Taust be inconvenient. It
----was in-the summer that he visited the country, and then the roads were very good ;-and he was
informed. that in a great part of Ontario they were good, although ‘it was admitted that fora °

" weelk or two after the breaking up of a frost they werebad. 'The roads generally were gravelled,

" " but the gravelling was such as would hardly deserve that name with us, .

" *The ‘chairman said it was admitted that the English farmer could not éélﬂf)@é}il';ilgat-

"~ 'growing with the virgin soils of Canada.:- He should like to know what Mr. Curtis’s opinion was
i)af the power of the exhausted soil'of Canada as compared with the wheat-growing districts of
‘England. - 7 C o .

. -~ *Mr. Curtis said it was a difficult question to answer. ' It was often discussed in Cahada in
! -his presence. Sometimes. one cbnglusion was come to, sometimes the ~~ntrary. He did not
- believe in some of the statistics which had been published in England.” e did not think the

Canadiane could put wheat down in this country for 30s. a quarter, as had been asserted. = His .. °

own impression was that Ontario would soon be Leaten out of the field by the corn-growing
"~ districts of the Far West, just as England was beaten by Canada. Cznadians were much .
favoured by their climate, but we could grow vastly moré per acre. He was told that the '
average this year in England was 27 to 28 bushels per acre. ~Probably the average of Canada
was$ not moré than 20 bushels per-acré, so that there were 7 or 8 bushels per acre in our favour,
Then there Was the cost of transit, and in his opinion we had not much to fear from them,
¢ - - 'There would- havé to be a rc-adjustment;of rents in this country in the corn.growing districts, -
but he believed England. was not going to bé wiped out yet. ot -
¢In reply to another question, Mr. Curtis raid that Ontario generally-was well watered.. -
¢On the motion of Mr. H.- Holden,.of Halton East, seconded by Mr. Davis, a vote of thanks
was given to Mr, Curtis for his able report.’—Craven Pioncer, November 20, 1880, :

»
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or Listowél,, . Ig'err,//,.frclfm&,
' ON ONTARIO, MANITOBA, AND THE NORTH-WEST.. - .0

" SoME months ago I was. asked by'a mumbeor of friends to go out to Canada and report on
the country in’ general, and Manitoba iw particular, as 'a field for. emigration. Accordingly, -
I léft Ireland in July, that T might reach Canada while the crops were still growing, be-
Jieving that in this state they are as.good a criterion as it is possible to obtain of the Boail and
climate of a country. I have now réturned after a very pleasant and instructive trip, and have
not only scen the crops growing but some of the grain cut; have witnessed many. of the
ordinary Canadian farm operations’; have seen their cattle early enough fc be able to judge
what they must. have been: after the longest and severest winter Canade has expeﬁeilcgd

- for 'years, and late enough. to. observe what a few months’ feeding on the ¢ wild prairic * can do.
I travelled for hundreds of miles over the open praivie during the hottest part of the Canadian
summer, and having, camped in the middle of the marshes can speak from personal experience of
the inconvenience of the heat, and of those pests, the mosquitoes and black flies. I have taken
-some little trouble in-investigating their school system, and have visited the farmers in Ontario
and the settlers in the North-West ; in fact, T have scen and done all that.was possible in'the-
limited time at my disposal, and am happy to say that on the whole I was much pleased,

There is no doubt that Canada has its drawbacks, and many of them,.as well asits advantages;.

but he must be blind indeed who caunot sce a wondrous future before it—in fact, to quote a
popular author, it is ‘the future world, the great Titan-baby, which will be teeming with new
—Athens-and Londons, new Bacons and Shakespeares, Newtons and Goethes, when this old worn-

- out island will be—What ?'~———__ -~ " . o e

: Before applying myself to the main part of my subject, i, the agricultural-and-commercial——
capabilities of the country, I should endeavour as far as pussible to remove from the minds of
any readers a few unjust prejudices and erroneous ideas too commonly entertained by the people
.of these’ countries concerning the Canadian people, Canadign travelling, and the sea-voyage, s
it7is my belief that there are many persons kept at* home in comparative want who might do,
well in Canada were they not deterred from trying their fortunes there by their notions on vhese
subjects. About the sea-voyage I may say it-is simply a pleasure-trip; its only fault being its
shoriness, * . . : . L . e

I crossed to Quebec in ‘the steamship Sarmatian, of the Allan Line, and returned in the
Sardinian of the same Line, both magnificent vessels, on beard of which it is impossible to realise
the “dangers of the deep,” The extreme.caution of the captains wlien the slightest fog appeared

" was almost irritating to our landsman’s ignorance, but at the same time it made us feel per-
fectly safe in their hands. Che passage out occupigd but'seven days and a 'half, we were only four
and a half days out of sight of Innd.~ Om the fifth we were sailing up the St. Lawrence—one must
see the glories of this magnificent river to b able to rcalise it.. The arrangements on board
‘the vessels for, the comfort of. all passengers, whether saloon, intermediate, or steerage, are as’

- complete as they could well be. With regard to that bugbéar, sea-sickness, I can only say that .
he is quite as black as he is painted ; but he seldom holds his victim long, and as he vanishes, as

- if in reparation for the mischief he has done, he leaves behind a feeling of health and elasticity
which makés one almost thankful for his visit ; besides, one suffers much more in the English .

. Channel in an ordinary steamer than in crossing- the Atlantic in an ocean boat, . .

B As to the travelling in Canada, when I say.that I have travelled over some 6000 or 7009
miles of the North-American Coutinent, more than 3000 of which have been either by rail or -
steamboat, it will be allowed that I am in a position to speak of its dangers-and incotiveniences.
So far as one could sce, there i3 an entire absence of that ¢ go-ahead’ recklessness which we
‘associate with it, and which was one of its characteristics in olden times. The railway tracks
are extrémely well Inid, and scem perfectly safe 5 the speed does not exceed 33 miles per hour; -
the carriages are most comfortable, and the Pullman cars cither 25 day or-sleeping comparticents’
are perfect. I have.made n journcy of 90 hours there with less fatigue than I would one of -
12 hours here. The carriages being close to onc another, and connected at each end by a
platforn, o passenger can walk the full length of the train (often nearly a quarter of a mike

longz and enjoy- the fresh air outside the cmriige deofy stoiding the miserable feoling of
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*eonfinemnent which one has in the carriages at home.  The arrangements about Ingzaze.ave such,

that it is almost impossible for it t6 o astray, or cven give trouble to the owner. One is never .
“in_datiger of being hungry when travelling, for if there be not- & dining-car attached .to the
tinty, it is sure.to stop at three stations during the day, where geod meals for o mederale charge
can be had. . : . ’ o T T
. Bug above all these, the extreme courtesy shawn hy all elasces makes travelling delightful:
The conr~¢ and dixgusting habits we attrilute to the Amurican are a thing ofrihie past, or elve
they have.good feeling enough to restrain themselves where ‘indulging them would ofiend ¢ and
strange to soy, in a country where all are smokers, a lady need not feax having her delicate sen<s
hurt by the use of ¢ the noxious weed.” for no one ever thinks of smaKing exeeptin o carringe sut-
apart for the purpose, When, in additipn to all these advantages, there areintelligent and
obliging officials, railway travelling need not be regarded with apprehension. . .
The-river steamboats may well be called ¢ floating palaces,” and their management seems to ke
in safe hands. T was extremely surptised, though’amused, to find that a rough day was quite enough
to keep many ‘of these boats from crossing Lake,Ontavio. *.On one occasion I was unfortunage
- enough to be one of iifty or sixty passengers on board the only boat that put out from Toronto
for the day, and paid for the temerity of the captain by being more sea-sick than I ever have .
been before or since. ) t ' o
Of the goad-nature of the Canadians I need hardly speak—it has beeome proverbial ; T will
only say that I kave néver experienced greater kindness in my life-than during my stay among

" them. ~Independent the Canadian certainly is, both in mind and manner—perhaps, to our old-

country idea, disngréchbly so; but his independence falls far short of that self-assertion usually
attributed to him. It \js rather the independence of men *too full of selfsrespect to be cither
servile or uncourtecous.’ . . R o
I may say, without fear 6F contradiction, that there is not a more lnw-abiding or loyal people -
- in the world than the "Canadians ; nor any country where o man, having acquired property, will
have his title thereto more respécted than in Canada. - )
Energy, perseverance,-and pluck no one will deny that they possess to an extraordinary degree
who sees their beantiful cities and remembers that comparatively a few years agothe ground on
* which they stanid was clothed with primeval forests, the home of the Indian and the wolf.
The first land T touched in Canada was at ‘Quebéc. .One of the first objects that attract
attention before reaching Quebec (some nine miles~from the city), are the Montmorency Falls,
Jooking like a streak of silver down the side of the brown ¢liff. ~ Quecbee is beautifully situated
on » hill commanding magnificent views of the river both above and below the city ; but ex-
. cepting these views, and the historical associations connedted with it, the place is uninteresting.

There 38 a large lumber-trade done, and lately & new wharf has been builty also clevators, in the . -

haope of securing some of the corn trade. I doubt.the expectation being. realised, for it séems to
me that Montreal is the natural (present) port for' the West.' I say present, for; should the
Hudson’s Bay route be. opened—and I believe that is now a certainty—the trade of Montreal
will'receive a severe blow, for much of the grain coming to Europe from not only the North-

™, ' West but the United States, will be shipped 24 Port Nelson.

- At Point Levi, directly opposite to, but divided from Quebec by the river,"I saw some magni~"
ficent. cattle.and sheep taken off a ship just arrived from England. They comprised shorthoin
and polied Angus cattle; and Cotswold and South Down sheep. Our Canadian cousins, alive to
everything by which the material. prosperity of their country can be advanced, have seen the
benefit to be derived from & good strain of stock, and spare nejther trouble nor expense to obtain ™
it. Ida.m informed that the land in the southern parts of the province (Eastern Townships)
is good. . e L o

Going into Montreal, one passes through a splendid tubular bridge—the Vietoria-—some two
miles long, crossing the St. Lawrence, and arrives at an untidy, wretched station—one quite un- -
. worthy of Montreal, which is, as regards size and importarice at least, the chief city of Canada:
Montreal is beautifully situated on an island formed by the rivers St. Lawrence and Ottawa, -
at the foot of Mount Royal—hence its name. “The mount has lately been turned into o public
park; which will undoubtedly be one of the finest in the world. The views from it are glorious.
Montreal is a city- of which the people are justly proud, and is the chief outlet of ‘Canadian
commerce. o ’ S . -
Here I had my first experience of Canadian hotels; in the arrangement and management of
which, as in most other “things, they are abead of us. Nothing' is left undone to promote the
comfort and convenience of guests. Their charges are mederate, but their system of making
them is very unlike ours ; ore charge s made of so much per day, which includes everything—
that is to say, bed, attendance, and four meals. At the very best hotels in Canada the charges
range from 10s, to 12s. per day ; and for this sum you can live in & style, and amid comforts you .
would look for in vain in Ireland. Neither has one to run the gauntlet between rows of waiters,
‘Boots,’ etc., expecting to be- ‘tipped ’ on leaving a Camadian hotel. The island of Montreal,
which is about thirty miles long by nine wide, contains good land, and the farmers in the neigh-
bourhood are well off. - ’ ; o .
The next city I visited was Ottawa, the Canadinn capital. Here I had the pleasure of meeting

"o -
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Mr. Lowe, the secretary of the Agricultural Department, who kindly rave me much useful informua- -
tion, and put me it the way of secing the country to advantage. - S

- About twenty-five miles from Ottawu there is some prinie land, aud I was informed on the
best authority that the whole valley of the Ottawa, which is compused of a light sandy loam, is
admirably suited for the cultivation of the vine,and is expected to be a wine-producing regionin -
the immediate futuse; indeed, I saw vineyards myself of sevetral acres ™in extent, the vines

looking healthy, and’ giving evident proof that they can be grown to advantage. They have a

" great many variétiés-of hardy vines, which, with very little care, can be’ kept- through the
- severcst winter withoutreceiving injury. France and Germany may yet find a rival in Canada
for their light wines, Ottawa itself is nicely situated on the river Ottawa, and contains the.
Houses of Parliament, which are really beautiful structurcs. From them one has a splendid’
view of the river. The ordinary buildings in the:town are good, but the streetsare anything but
wecll kept, and there seems to be-very little tiade in the place-exceptrin lumber. I visited the
Chauditre Falls, close to the town. Tlhiey are very fine, Heré Iawas greatly struck with the
utilitarian spirit of the Canadians, the. waters being turned from their natural course over the falls
to work mills for cutting timber. - I went into one of the lumber mills close by, worked solely
by the river, and was almost deafened by the eternal ¢ whirr’ of the saws. I'was told that in
this mill, during-the throe months, it works, they cut upwards of 40,000,000 feet of Iumber.

. Both here and' at Mont1 al-I saw the true-Canadian horse—small, slight, wiry, and full of
plucl‘;i-—not adapted, apparently, for heavy work, yet astonishing the ‘beholder by what it
cando, - : . .,

‘ ONTARIO. R

The next city I shall mentionds Toronto, the capital of Ontario, the richest province of Caneda, ™ -
The cjby is situated on the shore of Lake Ontario, andis beautifully Inid out ; many of the strects -
are lined with trees, and the lovely avenues remind oneof a park. Here I received ninch kinduess
fromi Mr. Donaldson, the Government agent, who piloted me about and pointed out the various
objects of interest—the university, model-schools, park, efc., ete., and we had a sail on the lake.
Mr. Donaldson is one of the oldest izhabitants of the place, and remembers when, about forty."
two years ago, there were but eight houses in it.. An old-country visitor looking round him, finds
it tax his.imagination to believe this, Toronto is the fountain-head of the Canadian educational
system, which,so far as I can judge, seems perfect. 1sf, There ig the Public School, in which every
- child is eptitled to receive a free education ; next comes the High School; the charge for which

is about £1 a quarter for each pupil. “There is'a P'ublic School and High School in each district;
the High School course is a very comprehensive one.  The master's tenure of office in these
. schools depends on his success as a teacher, and as thereis a wonderful amount of rivalry between
them the pupils are sure of having every attention ; indeed a gentleman who was for many years:
2 most successful naster, told me .that fhe post”is one of the most arduous that can well be *
imagined.- After these schools comes the Collegiate Institute, and, lastly, the University itself,
the fees for which amount to about £10 per annvum. The pupils in each school ate examined
- twice 2 year by public examiners, and those who show sufficient proficiéncy are raised to the next
-school above that in which they pass.: I think the whole system, both as regards cheapness and
thoroughness, will favourably compare with any in this country. L .
The province of Ontario is amagnificent farming country : it was here T first began to learn
what a dangerous competitor in agricultural produce Great Britain and Ireland bave in
Canada. With o soil equal to any in the woxld, and practically unliniited in extent ; ‘the very
“best strains. of ‘cattle and sheep that can_ be purchased for money . increasing daily in'number;
labour-saving machinery of the very finest description, and farms extensive enough to warrant’
its use;. cheapfood ; a country which can, and will in time, supply every want of its people ; ‘and
above all, a pecple who seem to have erased the word ‘ impossible” from their vocabulary, it
does not require the gift, of prophecy to say how the competition will end. One thing is abso-
‘lutely certain—the small farmers of Ireland, even supposing they had no rent to pay, must
succumb. The soil of Ontario of course varies, but, as a rule,is good, being from heavy clay to-
rich clay loom and sandy loam. -In many districts the'land is a good deal run down for want of
proper farming ; for, taken as a whole, the Ontario farmers are not models I should advise my
countrymen to copy. Among other faults,they entirely neglect the rotation of crops ; and many,
geem to think manure unnecessary. However, they are rapidly improving in their methods, and
T have met many excellent farmers who do justice to the soil they cultivate, and-are, as a conse-
quence, reaping a xich reward. ~ . = - ) : - — o e
The climate of Ontario iz healthy, althongh severe. The heat in summer is intense ; the
cald in winter, though not a3 great as thatin the North-West, is, I-am told, more "trying, owing
to the comparatively greater degtee of. dampness that exists. I am inclined to believe that the
-indiscriminate cutting away of the forest bas injured the climyte, and renders it more uncertain
than it would otherwise be. .The dry summers that'sometimes occur are, I think, attributable to
this cause. 'But that it is healthy in the extreme is beyond question :~both the people and the
cattle being living proofs of:it. - When one sees the purest shorthorn cattle bearing the Capa.
: . - . . . ;
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dian wintey with shelter and food much inferior” to that considered necessary for them in this
country, yeb in as good a condition as can be desired, one must conclude that the climate isa good:
one. The heavy yield of all descriptions of crop proves that it is one suited for the agriculturist.

Melons, peaches, grapes, etc., ripening in the opent air tell what the summer can'do,

} e o 'CATTLE, SHEEP, HOBSES, PIGS, ETC.

v

* .1 did not visit any of the extensive herds of pure-bred cattle that Canada can boast of; being .
satisfied that they existed. I may just say that having first imported theirtock from this side, i
they are now able to sell us‘animals for enormaqus figures. One ‘that I have seen myself was
bought 8s a nine:month-old calf by Mr, Talbot Crosby, from Mr. Cochrane, of Compton (E.
Townships), for, if I mistake not, £850... . - o .

I thought it more to my purpose to see what class of cattle'the orcﬁ:ary farmer was able to -

‘rear, and great was my astonishment to find on farms of 150 or 200.acres of land (the ordinary
size of a Canadian farm), shorthorns of the very best families, which they cross with the native
cow,-producing very good animals indeed, either for the. butcher or the dairy ; and sheep that
would-raise envy in the breasts of some of our flock-masters in this country ; the South Downs’
surprised me much, as I was inclined to think the cold climate would not'suit them, and expected -
they would be small and puny, but such was not the case. Up to the present, the Cotswold

_ seems to be most in favour: The pigs, too, are. excellent. I saw some Suffolk and Berkshire

. | pigs in'Ontario that would do credit to any breeder in this country. I may mention, in passing,

bhaving seen a beautiful shorthorn cow, ¢ TIsabells,” the property of a Mr. Russell, of Markham ;.
she was a perfect animal of her kind. ". ) . i o
»V~,___T shall here say a few-words on the prospect of the cattle trade with this country. I believe
it o be only in its infancy, and that five years hence Canada will be able to-send us one hundred
pounds of Leef for every one she sends at present, and of almost, if not quite, -as good-a quality
as onr home-fed beef.o My reasons for this opinion ate as follows:—Until a very few years ago;- -
the Canadians had none but_native cattle which, when crossed with a good breed, produce
- very fair animals, but are themselves inferior except for thé pail ; and gs they only required-
these for dairy purposes-or work-oxen, the calves, as a rule, were destroyed as soon as dropped. -
Now, not only.are there several extensive herds of pure-bred cattle in the country, but it isno -
uncommon thing to find-ordinary farmers with a couple of pure-bred bulls and good-sized herds
of excellent ¢grades? (crosses between ‘the native cow and shorthorn or polled Angus bulls, this -
Isst-named breed being admirably suited to the country). .-The calves, are all reared, and as dairy

. farming has not paid so well the last fewsyears, and the cattle trade with England has been tried
‘and is founid remunerative, many men have turned exclusively to rearing and feeding cattle for

. the English market. At present the Canadians are, and will be for some time to come, behind
S a8 fecaers ;Sbut they-are fast finding out the iricreased value which oil-cakes and other con-

" centrated foods give, not only to their beef, but to the manure. .Up to the present, by far the'

- larger number of Canadian cattle sent to us are ‘distillery fed.” -A.man makes a_ con-
tract with & distillery company for the ¢swill ; and this, with hay, is all he gives his beasts. -
They thrive well and make good beef. .When a farmer ties up his cattle he:considers them -
worth about two dollars per cwt. (of 100 1b.) He can buy them for this sum, and is fully satisfied
if he gets five dollars per cwt. forhem when finished. It. appears to nie that a little more time
and a little more knowledge will make the cattle trade a great success—for Canada.. But what'.
about thede countries? I may here remark, that our railway companies might do worse thair-
‘take & lesson from their Canadian brethren on the treatment of cattle while in their care. 'There
is quite as great a difference between the cattle-waggons in the two countries as between the’

" passenger-cars. In-Canada, cattle are taken on atonce to their destination, and not kept for hours
here or there on the road, as irr this country. . L e, :
1 .saw some very good Clydesdale sires in Canada ; crossed with thé Canadian mare they
make a good animal, but heavy horses are not required, indeed, would be undesirable there—at
least for the farm. The.Canadian horse is quite strong ‘enough for the ordinary. work, and"is a
marvel of activity and entlurance. I heard some complaintsin Manitoba of the mortality among
horses imported there, but after sitting behind the same pair for six days, doing forty miles per
day on an average, and seeing the treatment they often of necessity,undergo in t?at country, I
.| wawonly astonished -that the death-rate was so low ; horses in this country would’ not last two
:daya.if they received similar treatment. I have run'short of oats, and as a consequence my poor
cattle had to go for twenty-four hours with nothing to eat but soft prairie ‘grass, as I was
not always. able to' get even hay. Their gentleness, too, is wonderful. I 'had a striking
example of this, having had to drive a pair of horses over sixty miles with their shoulders
_ literally cut away : doing so .nearly sickened me, but there was no help fo? it; and yet the noble
brutes never even winced. - I have got into difticulties and out ot -them again, without hurt to
either horse or trap, that in~this country would have meant the utter destruction of both.
They seem to take everything in a most matter-of-fact manner; it down, they will lie quiet until
“freed, and yet are full of pluck. - = - . P
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.o . LROPS AND FRUIL. S i ' H.
Considering the cultivation they get; crops of all kinds in Ontario were vervizood. T shall .
give what T was told was the average yield of some of the principal crops, but 1 would say that
it is absolutely absurd to talk of the-average yield of any crop either in Ontario or the North. -
. West, one man being able-to raise thirty bushels of wheat and fifty of -barley to the acre, while
his nejghbour under similar conditians, but withless skill, can only raise sixteen of the one and
.thirty-five of the other. ¢ Average yields,” under these circumstancey, are no criterion of what
| the soil can do 3 it is my belicf that most of the arable land in Canada,”if properly worked, will . .
produce crops as heavy as any land in the ‘world—of course -allowing for climatic influences.»
Here are the yields as I got' them : Spring wheat, 14 t0'19 bushels per acre ; fall ditto, 245
-+ barley.about 40; oats about 433 peas, 25 to 30; potatoes, 300 to 400; turnips, 600 to 800;
mangels about 1000, . .. N - - : . '
" It must be remembered that these craps are raised on land, for the most part, indiffevently
‘farmed ; crop after crop of wheat being taken Irom it for years in succession with the least
possible quantity of manure—indeed, in some cages none. The'Canadians aré utterly innocént:
of the use of artificial manures. But contact with old-country-farmers, and the strong common-
sense of the Canadisn, will soon.jmprove his farming 3 and I think I am safe in saying that, with..
improved agriculture, an increased. yield of at least. one-third would result. I saw a ficld of
carrots, mangels, and turnips grown Ly a Mr. Rennie of Scarborough on virgin -soil ; they were
‘better than any I have evér seen in this country. Mr. Rennie, who is an exceedingly intelligent
. man, showed e, with bonest pride, some of his ploughed-land. No doubt the friable soil he
had to deal 'with did not present.the difficulties to the. plough that ‘our heavier and. more stony’
land does ; but if Mr. Rennie throws down the gauntlet to the ploughmen ‘of this country, I
would. advise none but the very best to take it up. - . X
Timothy is the ¢ tame’ grass, as they call it, usually sown for pasture or hay'; they also use -
¢orchard grass,” answering to our cock’s-foot, which is a good pasture grass. Timothy yields from
two to three tons per acre at one cutting ; and when the season admits of it thereis usuallya
—_second cutting of about equal weight. - In Canada the acre is a-statute acre. - Some of the
farmers_have tried ‘lucerne’ as a soiling crop. with great success; on fair land it may be cut
.. three times in-the year, and yields from two to threc tons each cutting.” Clovers do well; but *
" the best crop is maize;-which is cut when about ten inches high, and gives a wonderful return,
"' They have tried Italian rye-gruss, but it has been a complete failure. : ‘ .o
“Taken altogether, Canada is not sgch-a_fruit country ns I had imagined. In Quebec littleor.
none is grown ; the same may be said.of Manitoba-and the North-West. Ontario, however, is
exceptionally adapted for fruit-culture. Apples grng:‘r‘t%peﬁeqtio\n all through the province,and
- mo homestead is complete without its-orchard of from five. to ten acres. It struck me that most
~ of the farmers make a mistake .in planting too many varieties, as th&@lﬂ?)ﬁhave enough of
{  any one kind for exportation. The southern part of the province is a perfect fruit-garden, pro-
ducing grapes, peaches, ete., in great abundance, and of very good quality, though not equal to o
hot-house grapes and peaches. If the members of the Fruit Growers Association are any judges -
*  of the suitability of .the climate, ete. (and we must suppose they are), the more tender kinds of =
fruit are not grown at all to the extent they might be. A membér told me that owing to the  ~—
- elevation of the country about Guelph and the nature of thie soil, it might be taken for granted
" that any fruit which could be raised in that district would do well in any part of the province.
At Guelph X saw, in the garden of the Agricultural School, about twenty varieties. of grapes
" growing in the open &ir apparently to perfection.. I had also the pleasure of walking.through .
Mr, Stephenson’s extensive orchards, in which I saw a vaxjety of fruits of wonderful excellence.

v ' " DISEASES OF CROPS AND ANIMAILS.
Both cattle and crops are wonderfully free from diseasc; in fact, neither horned cattle, sheep,
nor horses seem to be affected with.the. diseases to which they are usually liable-in these
countries. Wheat suffers occasionally both from smut.and rast, but to no great gxtent, and the
former is preventible, A dry summer generally leaves the turnips o the mercy of.the fly. The
pea is sometimes a good deal damaged by the ravages of.alittle insect, The potato-bug, although
** known in Canada, is no longer regarded with the feelings of dismay it excited at first. A little
Paris green, abodt 1'1b. to the acre, generally-makes short work of this pest. It is a curious fact’
that it seldom attack;: potatoés planted in new land. . . - o

' SIZE.OF FARMNS, e .

" ' ’ - ’ N l : - . ' -
- The ordinary Ontario farm is from 100 t6 300 acres; the capital considered necessary for proper
- working is from £2 10s. to £3 an acie. The houses of the better class farmers are comfortable
brick structures of the Swiss villa style, and are many degrees more elegant and comfortable than’ -
the houses of better-off men at home. The same cannot always be said of their out-offices, how--
_ever, though these are ‘said to have been much improved within the last few-ytars. . Every .
" homestesd has a large cellar in which to store roots, ~ The fuims are genetally divided into good-
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" sized flelds by wooden fenccs.; one r:n'ely' comes across & ditch or wall, but I have s4en a hedge

- of the Osage orange; which makes.a capital fence, the shrub being of a prickly nature. ‘The snake
" fence is a useful one, easily made, but is untidy-looking ; it is gradually disappearing. , Owing
to the dry climate, fence rails last for many years. Lately a_barbed fencing wire has becn -
introduced. It is an éffective but a dangerous fence, and one, I hope, that will never be intro-
- duced here, or elvc good-bye to hunting, If an animal rubs against it, it is sure to be torn by
the barbs ; I saw two or three horses terribly injured by it.'! Each farm has, as a rule, a good
" water supply, for though there aresnot many running streams, there is any quantity of ercellent
water to be had by §inking for it, and there are numbers of good-sized rivers, - There is usually
sufficient timber on the farm for fuel and fencing purposes, and young plantations are being
made on many of them. XNumbers of .these farms are now in the market, the price, which .
includes all improvéments, varying from £20 an acre round Toronto to £8 in the more distaut *
parts of -the province. An excellent' farm can be had,. with Well-built brick dwelling-house,
out-officés, ete., in a good district, for about £12 an acre. There are three causes at work which
place these farms in’ the market : ‘1st. Rany farmers. have so run down naturally good land that
they find it no longer profitablc to farm it in the old way, and are either ignorant of how to bring
" it iito heart again, or have not capital enough to enable them to do so,’and must therefore sell,
2nd. Many find the 200 acre farm too small to keep a large family together. The sons, of
course, wish' to be settled in farms' of their own, and Manitoba or the North-West is the place
they maturally turn to, and the capital realised by the sale of their 200 acres in Ontafio is
ample to start the largest family most advantageously in this new country. “3rd. Many farmers,
having made money and liking town life, prefer to scll their farms and go'into business..
T.ct it e remembered that the capital the original settlers started with to clear awzy the

* ighty forests was the strength of their muscular arms,

) WAGES AND TAXES..

“Wages ave high, good men receiving from £30 £o £35 ayear with board in Ontario; women-
servants frour £20 to £25.  Taxés are a mere bagatelle, ameunting to about 1s. per acre, school-
rate included, e - - I T

“I was agreeably swrprised to find that drunkenness is not common in-Canada; indeed,
T was struck by the alsence of. spiribuous liquors at the dinner-table in the hotels, and was .
smused” when t0ld by a waiter that any doubt about the nationality of a guest vanishes

. the moment he orders wine or beer, that being a sure sign of his hailing from the Old Country.

‘The rates of interest charged for money in Canada ave very high ; it is quite casy to get from
8 to 10 por cent. with the very best security. . . X -

ROADS, § -

The roads are not so good as in England. Road-rites are paid by labour, and, judging by the
work done, the system is & baw oue, . . : ' ’

FRERE LAND. | ’ :

" There is still.some free-grant land in Ontarlo, in the Muskoka district, principally bush. Th
land, I believ'e, is good, but-I (ﬁd not visit it. ’ .

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. . .

I cannot conclude my remarks on Ontario without mentioning the Agricultural College at
Ciuelph. Guelph itself is a fair-sized town in the county of Wellington, in the centre of a well-
cultivated district. The land is pretty good, but not so rich as some other portions of the
province. There are several extensive breeders of both shorthorns and Herefords in the neigh- -
bourhood ; indeed, all the cattle in the district -were particularly fine. The college is about a
mile from the town, and is supported by the: Province of Ontario. The fatm connected with it
contains about 500 acres. I inspected the system of instruction, which is very complete, ine
cluding not only ordinary agriculture and stock-raising, but & practical knowledge-of chemistry
and veterinafy seience, two very valusble branches to the farmer, and very little known. The
crdinary education of thestudent is not neglected, for I see an English and mathgmatical course
laid down, which, if taken advantage of;-will_give the future farmer something  more than- his
bullocks to think ard talk of. Nor is horticulture~forgotten, and I saw for’ myself that the
student had, in the extensive gardens connected with the college,.ample opportunity of making
himself acquainted with that art'which will enable him hereafter to beautify-his homestead and .
supply his table with vegetable laxuries. - ' : L.

Among the live-stock, six breeds of cattle are represented, i.e., Shorthorns, Herefords, Devons,
Aberdeen polls, Galloways, and Ayrshires. = Of shecp they have Cotswolds, Leicesters, South-
Downs, and Oxford Downs. There are also some very good Berkshire pigs. The fields, which,
as nearly as possible, contain 20 ‘acres each, are fenced with straight board fences, and are ex{
tremely clean ‘ ’ ' . . =

. Turn where you will, evidences of careful management and sound judgment meet you ; buf

-
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one would expect nothing else after having conversed with Professor “Brown, who has the bi‘ac-
tical working of the farm. Professor Brown is making some experiments in” cattle feeding and
breeding and with various crops, which I am sure will result in much good. . ¥rom Mr." Mills;

the able president, I received gyeat kindness, Not only did he, in conjunction with Professor -

Brown, show me through the varidus departments of the college, etc., but afterwards drove me
to several interesting places in the neighbourhood, : : :

MANITOBA. © - S

On my way to Winnipeg. I s‘t{opped a_day at Chicago—a wonderful city, but one which, all
the same, I should prefer to live out of. It bears abou$ as much mark of the fearful fire which

left it a heap of ashes a few years since, as London does ¢f the ¢ Great Fire ;' and its magnificent

- stone buildings preclude the possibility of a repetition of such a disaster. I visited ‘the stock-
* yards, and found half the cattle and pig pens empty. I was informed it wasa very small market.

"There were about 50,000 pigs and 'some 10,000 head of cattlé. I went through one of the Jarge

- slaughtering-houses {Fowler’s), and saw the whole process of bacon-curing. It was marvellous,

but very disgusting. They kill, on an average, 8000 pigs'a day in this establishment. The
corn-elevators in Chicago are worth seeing ; .I.was surprised and-delighted at the rapidity with

which they either load or unload a corn vessel. Soihie of them hold as much as 500,000 bushels, '

and one, I believe, is capable of containing 1,000,000, 38

1 stopped for a few hours at Minneapolis, celebrated for its wonderful mills. I went through
‘one of them—the largest, they say, in the world—and was amazed at the perfect cleanliness of
the whole place: There were numbers of ladies walking about, looking at the various operations,

" and-their black dresses were ay free from dust as they would be in & drawing-room.

While passing through Minnesota I saw-one of the m@any ruses the Americans practise
to prevent emigrants .going into Manitoba, in- which they see such—a powerful competitor.

I mention it here, as it may prevent many persons being deceived. T left my own carriage and -

went inte one full of emigrants, for the purpose of questioning them as to their destination,

" prospects, efc. At -one of the staticns I remarked two Yankees, apparently farmers, chatting

A e b e i Bemem s e

-

“—have been hard to believe I was in the church of some Presbyterian divine in the good town .

together- in the telegraph-office. A little before the train started they got on board, but
evidently wished to be thought strangers to each other: “After a short time, one-of them entered

‘into. conversation with a Scotch emigrant, and discoursed eloquently on the horrors of Manitoba
T —sgaid it wals a swamp, that he-had goneup there to farm, had lost nearly all he possessed, and
givenit up as & bad job. He called the whole thing ‘a big take-in’ on the part of the Canadian .

(tovernment. The other fellow, meanwhile, joined in and recounted Mis experience to a gaping
audience ; and then both praised Minnesota and Dakota in the most extravagant terms, pointing.
vut the very country we were passing through (splendid land some of it appeared to.be) as &
specitnen of what they could get for next to nothing if they chose to settle in the neighbour-

_‘hoods in which they said they had just, taken up land—curiously enough, one in-Minnesota, the

other in DaKota. Idon’t know how it ended, but I have little doubt they induced some of their
hearers to remain in the States, The men were afterwards pointed out to me as‘touters.” I
way say that great inducements were offered me by.a laud agent; #£1 would consent to remain in
Minnesota and get some of my friends to come out and join me-there, To anyone intending to
go to Manitoba or the North-West I would decidedly say, do not be kept back by any of tha
numerous American agents you will meet, no matter what ‘apparent advintages they may offer
you. Undoubtedly the land in Northern Minnesota and- Dakota is nearly as good as that in
Manitoba ; but most of the good land—indeed, ALL of it within convenient distance of the
railway—is in the hands of the railway company, and is dearer than land in Canada. Another
thing the settler must bear in mind is that the average’ yicld of Minnesota is but 18 bushels per
acre, while that of Manitoba is,25. - ‘ ‘

A short time after leaving the station of St. Vincént we were whirled dcross that imaginary

line which separates the United States from Canada, and I was at last in that land. which had.

been haunting me day and night for months past—Manitoba. Must I confess it, my feelings
were at first anything but jubilant. At Winnipeg, however, the bustle and business-like air

that pefvaded the whols place, late as the hour was, nine at night, reassured me somewhat, and

this teeling-wag strengthened on reaching the ¢ Queen's’ hotel, where I was shown into & most .
" comfortable bedroom, as nicely furnished as one could Wish. Next morning—Sunday— I eéxplored
_the city, and was utterly astonished 4t what T saw. .Some eight or nine years ago Winnipeg was
*a wretchod village with a couple of hundred inhabitants 5 now it is a thriving go-shead little

city of 12,000 or 13,000 inhabitants, the floating population alone being estimated ay 1000, I

went into the Presbyterian plice of worship and found assembled 1200 or 1300 fashionably- -°

‘dressedpersons ; in fact, but for the organ, which I consider a decided improvemeit, it would not

© of Belfast:

Two very fine rivers-join at the.city of Winnipeg —the Assiniboine and the Red River, which
S To give some idea-of the importance of Winnipes, .

are mavigable for hundreds of-miles,

Ve
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1ay say that it supports three banks and some eight or ten very good .hotels; has a very
_ nice club and six or eight churches, which are geuerally well filled. There is a very fine
college and. public schools; the shops are’ much better than in any town of equal size in -
Ireland. ~One can get almost anything, from a ¢white elephant’ to a lady’s hair-pin in
them. The trade is both-extensive and brisk., o ‘ : e
On Monday I called on Mr.- Hespeler, the Governiment agent at Winnipeg, who procured
me horses, etc., with which to commence my journey North-West. I take this opportunity of
- thanking both him und Mr. Reed, the intelligent head of the Land Department at Winnipey, .
and also Mr. Desbrow, for their kindness in giving me information and facilititing my move- .
ments in ‘the countty, and .I believe I am safe in saying that any settler.calling upon these
rentlemen wlll recéive courteous attention at their hands and valuablé-and reliable information,
r. Hespeler introduced me. to a member of Parliament from Ontario, who wished to see .
part of the country, and asked if I would allow him to be my travelling companion for a few -
days, to which I gladly consented. This gentleman is an example of what a-little pluck can do
in Canada. Thirty-two years ago he arrived in Ontario with no’capital but his trade, that of a.
blacksmith ; he has now retired from business, having amassed s large fortune, and is spending
his time ‘in travelling, and in sttending $o his Parliamentary duties.. I started at noon on one
of the hottest days of this year in.Manitoba,.on my North-West journey, but I felt no incon-
venience from the heat, except being compelled to take my team along very slowly.. For some
miles outside the municipal boundaries there is a good deal of low, scrubby.land, this district
being a half-bred reserve settled almost entirely by half-breeds whose farming is not good. Yet,
in spite’of this, the evident want of drainage, and a late season, I saw some wonderfully heavy
crops of wheat.- The soil surprised me greatly. Having heard a good deal of it, I was prepared-
for something uncommon, but did not-expect- the black, rich,” heavy loam which I found, I
went but twenty-five miles the first evening, stopping at a small wayside inn for the night. My
- landlord took me to see & field of barley, sown on the 12th'of July—it was eight or nine inches
high on the 6th of August, when I saw it. He told me that if the September frosts—a light
frost sometimes comes for a night or two early in September—did not cut it off, it would yield a
fair return. -To this point, and for some miles beyond it, the country seemed to need draining.
Hére I made my first acquaintance with the mosquito, or rather with a whole family of.
them., I had met single members of the tribe before, and I must say I should haVe preferred
their room to their company, Next morning I started”'on my way st 5.30 am., and had to .
suake a detour of nine’ miles to avoid an impassable part of the track. Now thaf the °
« »  Province has been divided into municipal divisions there will be some effort at road-making.
" + Llwas not sorry to leavé. the beaten track and have to strike out a course for/myself through
- the prairie, it was anovel and enjoyable experience. I found the prairie not nearly so mono- ’
tonous or uninteresting as I expected ; there was not much heavy timber, but quite enough of
one sort. or another to brighten up the landscape, and a good deal of it was large enough for
building. purposes. From Poplar Point to Portage-la-Prairie the land seemed perfection; dry
_ and workable soil, light, but rich in the extreme—evidence the magnificent crops of wheat
‘wepassed. I was greatly surprised by the number and variety of the birds—one species, resembling
our blackbird, is becoming quite a-nuisance, there are such numbers of them, However, they can
. easily be-shot down if necessary. A farmer to whom I spoke of them shook his head, and said,
. . “They are bad enough, but there’s plenty for us all’; in spite of them I shall have over thirty-five .
bushels to the acre.” About High Bluff I saw several Indian, encamplftents, they looked very pic-
turesque, but less so than the occupiers with their peculiar dress. I'had the curiosity to enter
one of their wigwams—they might be cleaner without being open-to the charge of fastidiousness,
Portage-la-Prairie, which a few years ago was part of an uninhabited waste, is now a thriving little
town with a couple of hotels, and half a dozen machine depits. About twelve miles from Portage .
& Mr. McKenzie has very extensive farms, I was received by him with much kindness; Mr.~
McKenzie showed me two fields of wheat, off one of which he had taken ten crops in succession,
off the other, two; the crops I saw were the eleventh and third, and the eleventh was ever so
P .much better than the third, the ear being longer and the grain larger, while the straw was less
luxuriant. - He showed me two short horn bulls just up from Ontario; they were fair animals.
Mr. McKenzie considers that cattle do even better in Manitoba than Ontario, in spite of the’
more severe winter—severe as regards degrees of frost only ; otherwise it is a less trying winter,
and cattle have not to be housed.longer than in the lower Province. He is a good authority,
having been an Ontario -farmer himself. On this farm I saw some excellent roots, beet and
‘mangel, and a magnificent crop ofspotatoes. About twenty or twenty-five miles North-West of
. Portage, there is a belt of poor land some twenty miles wide. As soon as that is crossed you get
. into beautiful dry xich tolling prairie, practically unlimited in extent. On my return journey
\ I made another detour and was much pleased with the country. The great numbers of cattle
I passed in wonderfully good condition shows plainly they can be kept without difficulty
during the winter. These cattle were large, coarse, thick-skinned brutes, that a grazier in
. ~this country would despair of making anything of, yet here they were quite fat, and this
after’ passing through the .severest winter. thesManitobans remember. - So much for the
LBl . . : A .
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saw many magnificent work-oxen am’on§ em, and the cows,/as a rule, appeared to be
good milkers. These oxen are very uscfdl for draught, their great strength. making them
with ‘slews’ and broken land. - For *breaking® the
prairie they are invaluable, the sod being very tough, making itthard work for horses ; besides,.

. the ox requires no food but grass, and the'horse cannot live without a liberal supply of oats. I ain

told that oxen trained in Manitoba arg much better and faster. than those brought ‘from the

United States ; the latter are usually slow and very stubborn. I was amused on one océasion -

by the remark of an ox-driver, He had a pair of truly obstinate brutes to deal with, and was
using! both his whip and some very unparliamentary language without seéming: to affect either’
their hides or hearts much., I said to him, ¢You seem to have rather a hard time of it, my
friend, since you-find cursing and the whip no good. - Why net try a blessing and.a little

.gentle persuasion? ¢ No use,’ said he; ‘I tried those in the beginning. I have been driving
oxen for the last five years, and though you would sca%??heve 16, I was o religious man when

1 began, but I have at.last comé to the conclusion that otle can’t serve God and drive oxen ; it
is impossible.” The best authoritics, however, tell me it is not impossible ; that abuse-seems to

sufficient to make up for this. There are usually a number of these thunder-storms during the
summer, but very rarely is any.damage done by them. “Next day I left Winnipeg, prepared for

- camping out—and-a most enjoyable way. of living it is—and started in .a south-westerly. direc-

tion. . I met my first mishap crossing the ferry just outside Winnipeg ; my horses féll ¢all of a
heap’ on the ferry-boat, but lay quietly till we relieved them,and then got up uninjured. We
travelled for some miles close to the river ; the land was first-rate, and much of it was covered
with light timber. Near Morris I was struck by the peculiar “appearance of some fields of
wheat, part of which seemed to haye failed, or to have suffered from-some blight, while the Test
was covered. by a luxuriant crop. On inquiring the cause, the owner told me it was the effect

of a hail-storm. These hail-storms sometimes do damage ; they generally occur in July, and are -

extremely partizal, cutting the crops down in & belt perhaps a mile wide, but perfectly straight,

- right through the district visited. It is well they are not very frequent. The farmers, however,

. do not moke much of it, as they say there is-always enough left to pay them. The return is
" generally vight bushels instead of twenty-five. Leaving Morris behind, I passed through an .
immense marsh ‘on my ‘way to the ‘Lowe.Farm.’ The Messrs. Lowe have something like --
. 19,000 acres in this neighbourhood imtwo farms. The land is excellent, but too wet ; it.is

admirably suited for stock-raising; as there is abundance of hay. There,is some difficulty about
the  water-supply, which, I am sure, will be overcgme, They are fortunate enough to have one
of the Government-cuttings run near them, which will drain their land thoroughly, and it will
then be fit for any purpose. 'Ihad from this place a drive through many miles of flat treeless

"prairie, much of it marshy, and I could bodist a fair experience in the art of extricating mysclf’

from a ‘slew,’ by the time I.reached Nelsonville, the land about which place is very fine,

-rolling, dry, and rich. Here I met a North of Ireland farmer, who seemed much pleased. with

the country : he had taken-up 320 acres. My next drive was through the Pembina Mountains.
I was greatly pleased with the land, which is rich and very easily worked. Three years ago
there were not a dozen settlers in the whole district ; now for fifty miles round there are few, if
any, quarter sections unoccupied. In the big Pembina Valley, which is a really beautiful spot, -

" . Imettwo young Irishmen, Messrs. Armstrong and Atchison, whose only cause for grumbling
was the scarcity of wives ; they told me if X could bring out a cargo of eligible young ladies, I
" ‘would make my fortune. Here two days’ rain gave me a-very, disagreeable’ opportunity of

judging what wet weather in Manitoba is. I was, however, none the worse for a thorough
drenching, nor for having to let my clothes dry on me : I should not like to try the experiment
in this country. Remarking on my escape to a settler, he said, ‘ Pooh! I am here four years,
and have never heard a man cough yet.' I saw a good deal of the country in the direction of

* Rock Lake, but had not time to go as far as the Turtle Mountains. I next visited Mountain

City, the property of Dr. Codd and Mr. Bradley. As this embryo city occupies a good and

- central. position as regards some of the other towns, and is in the middle of a rich district, the

owners may, be congratulated. = . ) - )
About ten miles cast of Mountain City is the Mennonite Reserve, which stretches forty miles

very good, but showed careless cultivation. They grow very fine flaxforseed. Their cattle also.

* _are very numerous and of fair quality.

Having spent a good while examining this settlement, T started for Emerson, which pla:;m I

v a
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" stupify the animal, but that gentleness with a judictous use of the whip will make them d¢ good .
work., I reached Winnipeg late at night, the last ten miles having been got over amid the .
‘glories of the most magnificent thunderstorm I ever witnessed—the lightning was vivid beyond
_imagination. .The thunder was not very loud or frequent, but the noise of the rain was quite

. towards Emerson. - These people have a.tract of -magnificent land ; they are very thrifty and . ’\
hard-working, and, as contract Jabourers, are. much better and cheaper than any 9thers in the ./
Province, But they are not ¢ver-clean, either in their persons or in farming., Their crops were” *



. 68 - AL ]2.”11. B. P. Aﬁclérsb:#s Report,

N

" reached late in the eveiing, and left it noxt day on my homeward journey, hating travelled over -

_several hundred miles of the country 3 and yet I feel it almost preswuptuous to speak ashaving

scen it, so small was the portion I examined compared with the vastwhule. -I shall now give

. .some iden of the crops, climatg, cte., ynder their various heuds, and state the conclusions I drew -

froin my visit,
e CLIMATE AND SEASONS. -

The climate of Manitoba and the North-West is-one of their most serions drawbacks, but-we

arc inclined to look upon it as a much more serious affuir than it really is, Descripticn will dv’

little to, remove these impressions : it must be experienced to-be understnod. - At home, cxeessive

- heat is generally accompanied by oppressiveness, with its attendant weariness and inertia ; and .

cnld, s rule, with dampness, which makes it raw and piercing. Now this is not the case in
Manitoba or the North-West. The heat.at 100° was undoubtedly very intense, but-—and I speak. -

- .yfrom personal experience—~without sultriness, I perspired freely, but otherwise felt no in-

conivéinience, and had energy enough for any amount of ‘work. - This was an tnusual degree of
heat; the summer mean is, I believe, about 70°, Usually during summer there is a pleasant
breeze, and the higher the thermometer stands the more likely is- there ‘to be-d.breeze. . No
matter how hot the day, the night is sure to be cool. In winter the cold is very great, but -
nothing like what it is"at~home in proportion to the degrees of frost; if it were, snimal life

would cease, for the. thermometer sometimes sinks to 40°° and-502 below zero—just imagine -
what that would mean in England !-—but when it does so it is certain'to Be accompanied by-a -
bright and perfectly still atmosphere and-a warm sun. However, ‘as a rule, it-stands at from |
10°to 15% As I had not an opportunity of experiencing it myself, I was not content with the -
testimony ‘of the ordinary settler concerning it, but had that of such men as the Bishop of the:

Sagkatchewan and clergymen of ‘various denominations, as well as bankers and_others, on whose
opinion I could rely.” All agreed in saying that one feels no colder when the thermometer stands
at 40° than when it is at [10° below zero, and that winter.is a delightful part of the year.,
Numbers of people-from Ontario said the climate of Manitoba compared favourably with that of |
Ontario. There arve; however,-slight devintions which are intensely disagreeable. In the summer .

there are sometimes ¢xtremely high Winds and hail-storms, and in the winter storms of wind and
snow—- blizzards,” ag they are called. Inmpring and early autimn frokts sothetimes occur, which
do'no gaod to the erops ; but all these things apply to the Western States of America justas much
as ‘they do to Manitoba. Indians camp out.in their wretched canvas-covered tents during the
most severe winters, and white men, when hunting, have often to do the same, and think nothing-

" of it. A curious fact is that Europeans, for the first two winters, bear the cold better than the

Canadians themselves. Snow does not fall to any extent till the beginning of the year, and
seldom exceeds an average of cighteen or twenty inches in.depth. When the thaw comes it js *
unaccompaniéd by that abominable slushiness we have at home ; the snow evaporates, lenving
the ground dry. During spring and early summer an immense deal of rain falls ; drought, which
so-often ruins the farmer in the United States, never occurs here. The dews are so heavy that
- one-would imagin& there had been a fall of rain in the night. The seasons are as follows :
" Spring, April and May ; summer, June, July and August, and part of September ; auturan, part,
of September to the middle of November ; and then winter. Of course in so extensive a country
“ay QanadaZthere is some slight difference in clithate. In Ontario the harvest is ten-days earlier
than in Manitoba. All agree that as regards I'Z:ealth the climate of the North-West cannot-be
surpassed, o L - S
. S SOIL. ) LT o
The soil varies much, a3 it is natural fo’suppose over so large a tract s but as a rule it is a
rich, black, vegétable mould, working very like clay—rich bevond imagination—and resting on

- & maily clay. - The depth of the surface soil varies a good deal, in some places not more than

ten or twelve inches, in others as many feet, I am informed that chemical analysis has proved
the soil to.be the best adapted of any in the world for-the growth of wheat, and certainly prac-

+ tical experience bears'this out. It is very easily worked, becoming as fine as powder. However, -

tlzhere arc all descriptions of soil to be had here, from the heaviest clay to-the lightest sandy
oam, - . : e o .

. ".+ . TRODTems, ..
Wheat, of course, is the principal product, barley next, and then oats. . Indian eorh (maize) does

-, fairly in some places, but is not grown to any extent. Oats seem to ripen too fast, and while it

yields a great number of ‘bushels to the acre, is not up to the mark as regards quality. Potatopes

" are an excellent crop, both as.regards quantity and quality (though I did meet some of & poor.

enough description).; ‘all roots grow to perfection. Among the grasses timothy and cocksfoot

prove a success; clover yields a good return ; lucerne and Hungarian grass thrive wonderfully.

As regards the average yield I must say of this country as of Ontario, that it is absurd to strike

an average. |About twenty-five bushels is given as the average for wheat, but I have seen forty-

five to the dero ; six to eight tons is comsidered an’ordinary erop of potatoes, with the most

extraordinarily rough cultivation. Of course, climnate is a very inportant factor, but I have no
L
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" hesitation in saying that any man who wndorstands his business can’ secws in Manitoba heavier - -
viclds of any crop that will grow there than he can in this conntry, and with one-half the labour

s and expense.  The natural grass is wonderfully nutritious, and is excellent food for cattle and
dicep,  Sheep-farming is” getting more and more popular. every day. Curiously, the sheep
seéms, o prefer the coarser.parts of the grass. I am doubtful of Dlanitaba ever being a fruit .
country ; strawberries, raspberries, currants’ and plams will do well, and grow abundantly in
wild state ; and I have seen apple tices that looked as if they might pear—it seémed a struggle -

- with them to hold their ground’; but peaches, grapes, ete., will not grow. ~ Melons, tomatoes, ete.,

“can be grown in ghy quantity, and of the very finest description, in the open air.- Those [
saw I thought finer than-any I had secn in Ontario. Garden vegotables of all descriptions
abound, and I was delizhted by the blaze of colour the flower-gardens in front of the Mennonites™
houses presented. ‘ - : o e -

. o CULTIVATION. - U ) X
" June and July,and, in a wet year, part of August, is tho time for ljfegldng the prairie ; the
sap is well up in the grass, etc., which ix easily killed by“the sumimer heat wheu turncd up, and
the ground is wet, making éasy ploughing. The sod is merely pared, the more lightly the
"hutter’s the -furrow turned is “about fifteen inches wide. - In the autumn or spring the furrows
.are backset, the plough turning about three inches of soil. In the spring the seed is sown, often
without further ploughing, and harrowed in; as often as not, rolling is nefglected. Wheat is

sown. from the 15th-of -April to the 15th of May, the earlier the better ; onts till the end of

May, and barley till the énd of June. I have seen barley doing well that was sown on the 10th

of July. “The quantity of sced per acre is aboyt the same f ench, viz, two bushels. Harvest - -~ °
: Legins in the middle of August; potatoes, tirnips, ete., can be sown till the, 20th of June, %= .

and fall ploughing, the gieat secret of success, can“be carried well‘into November. The hay - 4.
harvest, in July, is a simple’ affair. Prairie hay costs about a dollar a ton by the time it is in .
the stack ; » crop can be raised on thé turned-up'sodpbut g%cept as a makeshift the firat year,
it ought not to he done, the -yield is sure to be poor. The-farming implements are all of the -

- very best deseription, made with a view to the saving of labour. A man with a breaking ploitsh
and a good team can break.or backset one and a half to two scres per day, apd with &

b~ cang plough and four horses about double that quantity. = With o self-binding reaping machine «
l attended by two stookers, from twelve to fifteen acres can be cut, bound, and stooked in a day.

f I have secn these machines do-wonderfully clean work. . Manure is of no value, and is either

E burned or carted to the nearest river (the Mennonites make fuel of it), "It will be years before

f the la.ng requires it, or. jndeed would bear it. I do not say that our high-class English and

f Scotch farming is at all necessary for success, bitt I am’ persuaded, and jt is proved, thab care

f and skill are amply rewarded ; no farmer need fear failure “in Manitoba. I have, amgng my .
notes, a-list of fourteen men all getting on well, who told me that until they came to Manitoba

s they never lived out of town,” - L. ) . P .

L. e ‘ MARKETS. . . ‘

_ Up to the present, and for. some yeéars to come, there is a réady market in the country forall ~,
kinds of produce, owing. to the influx of settlers. The prices to be had for everything would -
almost pay in this country : wheat, in out-of-the-way places, ‘1% to 2 dollars per bushel,.

. and I have been charged as high. as 1 dollar 3 bushgl for oats—the general price is about 70 .
cents 3 potatocs as high as 40 centy, and everything else in proportion. Timothy hay sells readily
for 15 dollars per ton. Two shillings a hushel ‘for wheat on the farm would pay the grower.
Long before the country is rettled enough to lower these prices Liverpool will be the market for
Manitoba and the North-West. Since my return from Canada I had the pleasukéof-hearing that ™ -
the Canadian Government have made arrangements with a riumber of English capitalists for the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, binding them to have.it finished within ten years.
The Iine will be about 2300 miles long, so-it is natural to suppose that within three years at
furthest between 800 and 1000 miles of it will be completed; this, with two or three branch
lines, which aie also under contract, will open np and bring within marketalle distance of Liver-
pool a tract of country that, no matter how rapidly settlement progresses, cannot-all be taken yp,
"much less cultivated, for the neXE forty years; besides this, in May of the present year, the
Government granted a charter to a company, entitled the Winnipeg and Hudson’s Bay Company,
who want to open up the Hudson’s Bay route; they are bound to have the railway to Port
Nelson opened within six years. It is supposed that steamers, made on the same principle as the
Sealing steamers, will be able to navigate Hudson's Bay for three months of the year. -This
route will bring the great wheat fields of the Noxth-West nearer to Liverpool than New York is,
%0 that on the scorc of markets for their produce the Seitlers have every reason to be satisfied. X
think I am safe in saying that it will be possible to place wheat from'the Saskatchewan on the
Liverpool market for about 28s. per (uarter, if not less, with profit to.the farmer. And by the -
Americanstorage system (dur warchousing plan extended) a farmer might almost sell his corn'to
a bwier in Liverpool while it was still at the railway station nearcst his homestead. By this I
mcan that a broker in Liverpool would feel himself safe in buying it. "There is an elevalor at .
almost every station for storing the corn. When it is taken in it iz graded, and the
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" owner is given a,docket showing the grade :md‘number.of bushels, which docket is negotialle
anywhere. ) . . -

Y e . CATILE, SHEEP, AND HORSES .

thrive well, and in spite of the long winter, during which they must be housed. Stock-raising is
found very profitable, hay can be had in abundance, and cattle keep their condition well on it. I
see no reasor. why they could not be shipped to England.from Manitoba when ¢he Canadian
Pacific Railway is finished. At present there are not many well-bred cattle-‘or shéep in the
", country, but the number is increasing rapidly year by year. I made scarching inquiries regard.
ing the danger of spear-grass to sheep, and found it was very much exaggerated ; it is only to the

" careless or lazy farmer it presents any difficulty ; it is by no means common, and in the districts
where it grows it can be rendered harmless by eating it down early, or by running a mowing.
machine over the patches of ground covered by it. I heard some complaints about the difficulty
of keeping horses in Manitoba. Tn my opinion, and I jundge by what I saw, it would be entirely
obviated by supplying plenty-of good hay and oats.  Horscs cannot live on the prairie grass
Mules are extremely good, some of them magnificent brutes, standing seventeen hands high ; they
seemed to grow fat on the grass, and are altogether hardier and more adapted to the country in
its present state (till more timothy and oats are grown) than the horse, but they are-much dearer.
Oxen, however, are the mainstay of the farmer in cultiyating his farm, in fact, in breaking the

_ prairie he could scarcely do without them—they are powerful brutes, and for oxen, are wonder-
fully active ; they cost nothing for keep, and also have the advantage of being cheaper than
ecither horses or mules. An ox-cests about,£14, a horsc about £25, and a mule about £23,
Good milch cows can be had for about £8 ; sheep, 12s.to 18s. each. I forgot to say that the pig
seems to be at home here, as everywhere clser I saw some prize Berkshires, eighty miles from
Winnipeg, that bad been brought from Ontario, and scemed happy in their new quarters. The
ordinary diseases to which stock arc liable.in Ircland are unknown in any part of Canada, nor is
there any, that I heard of, peculiar to the country. ’ - o

.
TREE CULTURE

"i8 comparatively easy. The soil must be dry, and in a state of thorough cultivation. Make thy;
pits one-half deeper and wider than the roots.require, and plant one inch higher than the old mark
on the stem, at a distance of about seven feet apart in every direction.  In making a plantation, if

"possible let a convex surface be presented to the prevailing wind, as this will- greatly aid the
growth. Xeep the ground free from weeds and long grass among the. trees, and,. as the
plantation rises, cut just enough to prevent the trees interfering with one another’s growth.
Spring, from 1st of April to 1st of June, is the time for planting.  Two men ought to set about
200 trees a day. When the ground is ready for them, let the. plantation be fenced in and pro-

". tected from prairie firss, the natural enemy -of forests in the North-West. . It will be said,
Where are trees to be had? There are millions of young plants in any of the belts of timber
growing aleng the river-banks. Many species grow from cuttings, in particular the cotton-
wood tree. In planting cuttings, sink'them deep, leaving but one or two budsabove the ground.
Other kinds grow very rapidly from seed, particularly the soft maple, which I have seen 15 inches

" high nine months after the seed was sown ; and plants but ten yecars old were from 8 to 10 féet
high, and quite bushy. These are beautiful and useful trees. The seed is to be had in abundance.™

. It ripens in June, and should be sown at once, as if it dries it fails to grow. o

Perhaps I have been too particular in giving. these details, but I consider tree cultivation of
the utmost importance. Nothing can speak more ‘strongly for the luxuriance of the natural
grasses, and consequently for the richness of the soil, than the fact that these great treeless
prairies do not suffer from drought, and aré so' wonderfully productive. Tt is well known that
the destruction of forests over large tracts of country is usually preductive of barrenness of the
goil from two causes : 1st, moisture is not attracted; .2nd, any moisture there may be is evapo-
rated from want of protection.. Trce-planting’ also has a material effect upon the temperature,.'
and breaks. the force of the winds, etc. While I do not say that the North-West requires
increased dampness, nor would it be an-.improvement in such a cold country, the value of the
shelter afforded by plantation, putting’ all other considerations aside, cannot bo calculated. If
the Government would again put the tree-culture regulations in force, and have somo simple
instructions drawn up and-circulated among, the settlers, and forced the regulations to be rigialy

" adhered to, I think it would benefit the country, . ' b

e . - FENCI¥

is an casy operation. I have known two men put down an English mile long of fencingin a
day. The snake fence is much used. . ’ -
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BUILDING T

is not-at all so difficult a9 I had supposed. A settler can, by giving his own labour and that of
his oxen, and hiring a man who understands the building of log-houses, have a comfortable log-
hut put up—about 18 by 22 feet inside, with a good loft overhead, well-thatched, the crevices |
filled in with brick-clay, and nicely whitewashed—for about £15. These huts are warm and
, comfertable. Better-class houses are cxpensive, as Jumber is dear in Manitoba, on account
of the scarcity of timber. However, .brick-clay can be had almost anywhere, and' I-believe
hricks.will soon be commonly used. The wooden houses in Winnipeg are being rapidly replaced
by handsome brick structures. - . BT . 4
o Co © . WATER. ’ - (
The settler miist, above all things, make sure that there is a good supply of water in aneigh-

" bourhood. before he decides on taking land there. Very often there is none but brackish water . )

‘to be had in a’ whole district~-sometimes none at 2ll ; but, 4s a rule, there is an inexhaustible

supply of delicious Wwater to be had by digging- lfrom 16 to 40 feet for it. o
- C FUEL. ' .

*  Timber is the principal fuel, but there are large peat-bogs in- the country which, when
properly utilised, will yield a fine supply of splendid fuel. It is black, hard peat, and gives an
intense heat. There is also an ample supply of coal in the Saskatchewan'district, which will
come into nge on the completion of the milway. : ' . -

. N ) T .

) ) . LABOUR. . . !

There are plenty of men to be had, but wages are high. A man will earn from 8s. 4d. to 12s, 6d.
per.day during the spring and summer : but £30 to £40 a year with board is the usual hire of a
man by the year. Women servants are scaice, and command almost as high wages as the men,
Cultivating can be dorie by contract, and for men of capital is by no means s bad plan. Culti-
vating by contract costs—for ploughing, sowing, cutting, and threshing—about £2 5s. the first
year, and £1 13s. after. The Mennonites do this kind of work cheaper and better than the
C::im;{iia.ns. A Mennonite will break an acre of ground for 2% dollars, while s Canadian charges
4 dollars. . M .

. ’ | PROVISIONS, MACHINERY, FIC.' ) .

Winnipeg is by no means a cheap placeé to live in, at pre\sént at least ; tes, coffee, sugar,and -
meat aie fully a third dearer than in Ontario. However, this will not be forlong, and even now
.makes very little difference to the settler. : -

Farming implements are much dearer in Winnipeg than in Ontario. And I believe, in spite
of what. is said to the contrary, that it would pay the settler to bring the heavier articles of his
outfit with him from Ontario. - - c

I was, however, glad to hear that lately several houses have opened on the ‘ready cash’
system, and are selling much cheaper thanthe credit houses, as is but natural, But what pleased
me most in the matter was that the farmers are nearly all taking advantage of them, which'speaks
well for the country. ‘

+ .. DBAINAGE AND ROADS.

_ 'These two may well go together, for until the country is properly drained there can be no
roads and the present tracks over the prairie have neither right nor title to the name. During fine
weather they are-uncommonly pleasant for travelling on, as the beaten soil becomes as hard as -
metal, but a single shower changes the.aspect terribly, and the traveller finds himself floundering
in & mass of black, sticky mud. “Thisis a chardcteristic of Manitoba only ; the North-West is.

. much higher and drier, and requires little’ if any drainage, so that thc tracks are always in

fair condition. Manitoba, on the other hand, is rather low and wet, but there is very little of it
that cannot be easily drained, and the Government are spending 100,000 dollars a year on
- drainage works ; they are making deep cuttings all through the country, so the farmer.can easily
manage the rest by surface drainage; this must soon have a wonderful effect. Within the last
twelve months the province of Manitoba has been divided into municipal divisions, and each
division is bound to see after the proper maintenance of-its roads and other public works.

SCHOOLS AND TAXES. l

The taxeg-in Manitoba are so lfght that they are not worth mentioning ; they do not amount
to more than a few pence an acre, Schools here, as in Ontario, are supported by taxation ; of
course they are not yet very numerots, but they-are quite adequate for the requirements of the
country, and will, T am sure, be kept so0. - ;

. PURCHASE AND DIVISION OF LAND, o g
The country is divided into Lelts, 5, 15, 20; and 50 miles wide or each side of the railway ;
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these belts are again divided into townships of 6 square' miles each; these sections again are
divided into quarter sections of 160 acres cach. - Two.sectionwin each township are set apart for
school purposes, and two beleng to the Hudson's Day Company. The sections are uniformly
numbered from the south-easterly to the north-westerly. angle, the odd-numbered sections in
each township are railway lands, i.c., lands to be sold to realive funds for tlie copstruction of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and the even-numbered secticns.are sét apait for free homesteads and
pre-emption lands. Thelands are priced according to the belt in which they lie ; in other words,
iheir distance from the railway. In Belt A, the railway price is 20s. ; in B, 16s.; in C, 12s.;
D, 8s.; and E, 4s. per-acre. The pre-emption price is generally half the railway price. Each
settler who is either the head of a family, or a male over eighteen years of age, is entitled to 160
. akcres free, except for a fee of £2.© He must have his name entered for it at the nearest land-offjee,
.and must reside on it for three years, and cultivate it to a reasonable extent, according to his
means. He is allowed two months, which is counted part-of the three years, after having fbis -
~r-~name genl:ered, for.moving his family on to the land. He can also be absens from his homestéad
six mdnthy out of each year. A second quarter section can be pre-empted, for which'a fee of [£2
has“o be paid.. No further payment is wade till the end of the third year, when four-tenths of
".the price is requiTed;-after which payments-at the rate of onc-tenth each year for six years com-
plete the purchase. Six per cent. interest is charged.on the pre-emption noney. ’
Emigrants are received in Manjtoba by agents specially appointed for the parpose; who
advise and guide the settlers to the lands that may have been selected by them,

- - . .4 .. INSECT TESTS AND-PRAIRIE FIRES.

T made particular inquiries concerning the grasshoppérs-when in Canada, and ‘found that
when they do visit the country vegetation' simply disappears a.long\tl'ieir line of march. They
bave, however, only appeared five times within the last sixty years, and the-settlers are confident
that they have seen the last of them. One gentleman told.me that they entered his drawing-
room -through the window and destroyed the'lace curtains in it. By. cultivation the eggs are
destroyed, so that it is to be hoped the country will see them no more. Mosquitdes.and - black

 flies cause great annoyance, especially to the new-comer; during the summer months 3 but draip-
age, the great cnemy of these pests, has been carried on to a great extent throughout the count
50 that it is likely they will become less troublesome ; they are not found in the towns, nor in the,
high dry parts of the country. Prairie fires are becoming’ much less frequent than formerl
however, numbers of them still occur every fall, doing considerable damage ; but it is only the
careless or over-confident farmer who suffers; as the means of- protection are simple and are withi
the reach of all. The potato-bug has not yet made its appearance in Manitoba, but they eXpedt
it to do so; it seldom attacks potatoes planted in new land ; they are not much afraid of it, an
it.has lost half its terrors best to those who know it. : e :

o ‘ CONCLUSION. . B :

. Two questions I. was constantly asking myself while in Canada were: 1st. Why do th
Canadians come o Ireland ?. If it e for the sake of scenery they are unwise, for, to use an ex|
pression of their own, their scenery  whips ours all to bits.’ If it be for the sake of comparison,
ihat they may think more of their own countty on their return, I can understand it.- 2nd. Why| -
do the Irish prefer hard work and misery at home to peace and plenty in that grand new world ?
I know that numbers of Irish do go to Canada, and that numbers of them succeed also, but what

_ I mean is, why.that number is not quadrupled, and why men of a class to -whom success would|
not be a probability, but a certainty, 4.c., men who understand their business,; and have % little
capital, do not go out there.” I could, if space permitted, give instance after instance of men who
left Irelarid paupers and are now well off, many of them rich; but is there need that I should.do
s0? Where is the Irish family who has not some relative on the c\ther side of the Atlantic, and|
that has not over and over again received thit extremely pleasing' proof of prosperity—a bank
draft—from him 2 But these drafts, I am sorry to say, are-oftener the fruit of work done for
othefs Yhan for themselves, for £ was struck by the fact that the Irish seldom quit the large towns

_7Tu which they have to work really hard for their wages, while they leave these rich-lands to be
occupied by English, Scotch, and German farmers, wha quickly become independent and-happy.

_This should not be so. If I am asked who ought to'go to _Manitoba and the North-West, I un-
hesitatingly say, 2ny man who for any reason intends to emigrate to any place, and is not afraid
of hard work and some discomfort for, a few years, and whose family can get on for a time with-
out the aid of female servants. Such a man will, if he has pluck, succeed, in time, though he
went without a penny, but if he has £100 or £200 in his pocket, he may expect to enjoy
prosperous and happy home in the iinmediate future. Anyone who cannot ‘ rough it,’ or dislikes
having his face blotehed now andythen by mosquito-bites, any ¢ ner-do-weel,’ or drunkard, had
better stay at home, or, for the bdnefit of humanity, drown hilixself on the way out, as he has no
chance of succeeding. . R .

T would have no one going to Munitoba too sanguine or expecting too much—this is o great
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mistake, and very fruilful of disappointment. There .are scerious drawhacks to he encountered,
many hardships and inconvenicnees to be endured, but nene that a little pluck will not overcome,

. and none that will not be amply recompensed for by the comfort and independence to be gained
ly bearing them for a short-season. There is an intensely cold winter, a hot summer, bad roads,
mosquitoes, and black flies ; grasshoppérs occasionally, hail:storms in summer sometimes, a prairie
fire in antumn, and perhaps a 'slight frost in spring; but, as a man said to me, when I enlarged
on these disadvantages, ‘1 don't'care a cent for them ! I can live, and.live well, in spite of them

_all? "And it is trme 5 the rich soil, that with a little labour pours forth its abundance, is to he
had for nothing. The climate 8 good “for man, beast, and ‘erops.  Thisy the appearance of all
three puts beyond question. The people are law-abiding and kind, thé prices to-Le.had for
everything at present are very good, and-it can-be at most only a few years till the counfry is in.
diveet communication with the home markets. “Then indeed the settler will have just eause to -

- congratulate himself on having-chosen it as his homg, for, as well as hringing him greater profit,
it will bring him close to, T had almost said within call: of, his friends in the old country—much
closer than he would be in any other colony in the world,- = . . - L

"1 was greatly pleased to find' that religious dissension is unknown dn this favoured region,
and indeed throughout Candda. The Canadians are o very religious but mest tolerant people.
.. Anyore wighing for free-grant lands muss go to the North-West, as those in Manitoba are -
all taken up 3 Hut-he will be no loser by thig, as the land is higher, drier, and just as rich ; and

‘

‘cities’ are springing up in every dircction. = Anyone, however, who has- a particular fancy fon,._

Manitoba, can get plenty of land there for from five to ten dollars per acre. Theve are large
* tracts held by speculators who bought-at low prices when the country was first opened, who are -
in many cases: paying a high rate of interest on the purchase-moncy, and are, therefore, glad to
scll at a fair profit. But no matter where be ultimately settles, there is one picce of advice I
‘would strongly urge on cvery emigrant. Let him do nothing hastily. There are many interested
parties who might lead him to malke & purchase which, perhaps, would prove a disappointing one.
The soil, surroundings, even the climate, are very varied, and great caution is therefore necessary
in the selection of a location. A man should, if possible, spend six 0. eight months in the country,
and go from place to place till he is satisfied. f he reaches Winnipeg in April, he will be able
to get plenty of employment at good wages, and might work for some farmer for a month or so
in each of the districts he determines to visit. At this time 'he wiil sce the country in perhaps
its worst state'(but in my opinion, in the best for judging where {o'settle), i.e., when the land is
wet—eévery place looks well during summer and autumn when it is dry ; Lut. what a man wants

*to know is, what is'dry in the spring.  In the case of partics going out{and where at all practi-

" cable, I would advise-a number to seitle near eachi othier, for the sake both of society and mutual

" 2id), one man might go out and select a suitable locality—the others could follow. Of one thing
I am certain : no man going out to the North-West determined to work, will be diszppointed.

" Among the large number of settlers with whom I spoke, but three secmed discoutented.  They,

‘T found, weré town-bred, and had so little of the ¢ Mark Tapley ’ spirit in them,” they would, L
fear; be miserable wherever placed ; und if presented with Manitoba, would expect &' prescnt of
Ontario also. R o o . L .

Tér men who like sport, a visit to the North-West would be enjoyable. Someecalls it the
‘Sportsman’s Paradize;’ and-if innumerable prairie-chickens, ducks, plover, snipe, ete., cte., with
an odd deer, elk, or bear for a change, can constitute it on¢, he spulke the tiuth. A shooting ex-
pedition to the North-West woild be a comparatively cheap, and a.very, delightful, way for two
or three. friends to spend. a holiday. S .

_° In Ontario the counfry is well settled and cultivated, and the farmer will have all the
comforts of his old home, and others he could not have in this country ; but then more capital
is required and more skill is necessary. . . L. : : .

One need not be a farmer, however, to get on well and live corafortably in Ontario. Men
living on the interest of their money, and having children to educate, would find Ontario not
only a pleasant but an economical place to live in. .One could live there more cowmfortably on

_£200 per annum than in this country for double that sum, and get a hizher rate of interest for
his capital than at home. Besides, the educational advantages are exceptionally.good. -

Before closing this rather long account of Canada, I shall make one other remark. I con-
rider the Canadian Government not only unfair to themselves but to this country in not bringing
their country more prominently before ‘the British public as a field for seftlement. Everything
being fairly stated—advantages and drawbacks—there :can be no_doubt ‘that the former out-
number the latter—and I cannot help thinking that if fair-samples of the various Canadian
productions ivere sent over for exhibition at our agricultfiral shows, they would such ‘a round
vavarnish'd tale deliver’ of the capabjlities of the country, that many would be tempted to seck
ahome there, - T~ . :
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THE REPORT QF MR. W. P CUBITY,

- Of Bacton Abbey, Noxth Walsham, Norfoll. V . .

Havine recently had the pleasure of visiting Canada and Manitoba under an invitation from tha’,
Canadian Minister 6f ‘Agriculture, I am asked to write a report of my travels through portions

] of that great country. First, I may be allowed briefly to ‘allude té—a~difficulty under which I

labour—that of having been preceded By so many practical and intelligent men, whoso reports,
and valuable statistics, of the previous .year have taken so miuch ground from-under me ; and:
last, but not least, ‘the exhaustive report of the Royal Commissioners, Mr..C. S. Read and, Mr.,
Pell, MLP.- I will, notwithstanding, endeavour to render this an original document ; and, whilst-
noting from those who preceded me how generally ‘pleasant was the voyage across the Atlantic,
I find none touched upon the incidents of it, . K L | .
X left the port of Liverpool on Thursday, September 19th, at six p.m., on board the good ship
Polynesian of the Allan Line.. We had 500 passengers of vavious nationalities—Germans, French,
Norwegians, Americans, and Canadians, with many Irish, English, and Scotch, not-forgetting
Professor Hoffneyer and party. from Cape Colony, and a passenger from New Zealand. Thy
saloon passengers numbered ‘about 150, and every berth was filled. Before coming on board,
each one has a berth allotted to him, also a place at table, and printed lists containing the naines
of one’s fellow-passengers are to be obtained.in the saloon. The first dinner is a formal affair, but
we soon become mutually acquainted. I may here state that the culinary-arrangements dre all_
that can be desired. Each meal is served with punctuality, and attended by an efficient staff of
stewards. The amusements are music (pianoforte), concerts, reading, whist, chess, dranghts, and
other games, with deck promenading.whenever the weather permitted.. - c
‘At nine.a.m. on the 27th sighted Bell Isle at the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. We'
approach within a short-distance of the rocks, somewhat resembling the entrance to Bridlington
Bay, on the coast of Yorkshire. These form the commencement of the Laurentian Group, running
through the province of Quebec and Ontario to Lake Superior, at various distances from the St.
Lawrence and the lakes. We are now getting cleat of the ice, apd running thirteen knots an

"hour in smooth water. In the evening our concert ciune off, and, having two professors of music-

and some good singers on board, it was a great success. Saturday morning at daylight we were
in the midst of the. Gulf, with no land in sight, but in the afternoon were running up the River
St. Lawrence, the shores of which were dotted with the white cottages of the French Canadians.
At sundown we arrived within a few miles of Quebec, but owing to a fog were obliged to bring up
till the Sunday morning, When, after half an hour’s sail, we reached our gestination, ’
. n : . Yy

_ THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF MONTREAL. .

A special train gwaited us, and wé were quickly on our way to Montreal. We saw’ nothing
of'note till we reached the ‘great Victoria Bridge, built by our Robert Stephenson, over the St.
Lawrence. We stayed the night at Montreal, and on the following morning Judge Cross, s .
resident of the city, and.one of our travelling companions from England, kindly sent his carriage .

‘to take myself and a brother-delegate ‘from Ireland to the summit of Mount Royal, where we

had a magnificert view of this fire ci*y and the majestic St. Lawrence, flowing through the
country as far a3 the eye could reach. We continued our drive, visiting some of the adjacent
farms, and were particularly struck with the maturally good clay loams. - The farmingwas far
from being good ;. but there was a notable exception in the case of a Scotch farmer, whose land

! was clean, and who kept a good herd of Ayrshire cows, and had commenced the cultivation of

Toots. It.was- here we saw the dreaded Colorado beetle in its work of destruction ; -but its
ravages can now be hindered by the application of Paris green, with which the leaves are

sprinkled, The home of this beetle is in the United States rather than i Canada, and I did

t
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not hear much of its ravages in my travels. . The more striking characteristic of this neighbour-
wod was the appie-orchards, which' were exceedingly productive, and this -remark applies to”
lulmost every farm in Canada. . . - o= -
B - OITAWA. "= : :

‘We unext made our way to Ottawn, the capital of the Dowminion, which is situated in a pic-
turesque position on the banks of the Ottawa.. On our arrival we called upon Mr. John Lowe, .
the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, from whom we receivéd passes for our intended
‘Rjourney to Ontario’ and Manitoba. by railway and the lakes. ~ An official was*sent to show us
over the Parliament buildings, which in desigh and style of architecture will rival Westminster.
The Chandidre Falls at Ottawsa are well worth seeing ; a portion of the water power is utilised
in driving a large number’of saw and flourmills. An immense lumber trade is carried on here,

the st::lcks of sawn lumber, piled.closely to the height of 20 feet, being said to cover 100 acras of
aound, A ‘ .

THE DISTRICT OF PORT, HOPE.

" We then went on to Port Hope, where we were met, as arranged by Colonel Williams, M.P.
‘Rfor the East Durham County—a true type of an English country gentleman, and a passenger in
-Jthe Polynesian—who had arranged to‘take us a trip across the Cavan district, for which purpose
we were provided with a pair-horse ‘democrat’ (a light sort of waggonette-carrying six or eight pas-
ngers). We passed through some good land, inspecting some of the farms and farmsteads on our
ay.- The soil is a friable loam, about 30 inches in depth, resting upon disintegrated limestone, It
roduces excellent swedes, and grain of good quality,.alnd just the land I should have liked in
y own county ; but from years of close cropping and limited manuring, it is .not producing
nything like the crops.we are in the habit of growing. These farms run from 100 to 200:acres, -
.Jnd are, in almost every case, the. property of .the. occupiers.’ ‘Some of the oldest-settlers ave .’
till living, who commenced clearing the forest fifty or sixty years ago, with scarce a shilling in
their pockets, and are comparatively wealthy. . P Co ¢
- We called on one sturdy old Irishman eighty-three years of age, who had saved over 100,000
dollars (£20,000) and had commenced penniless. I could have filled my notebook with such-cases.
It ‘was not capital these early pioneers then wanted, but strong arms and unflinching energy.
- it was perfectly marvellous to travel through this country and seg what a vast area of forest has
allen before the axes of these hardy sons of toil. But the log-house and rough shanty are now '
leing supplanted. by neat brick dwellings, surrounded by verandnhs and other signs of refinement, -
uring the day, we lunched with” Mr. George, Campbell of Millbrook, then viewed his farm,
vkich was clean and’ well cultivated. The few swedes that were .grown were good, indeed, ..
almost all the Dominion of Canada is more or less favourable to the production of roots, yet it is
urprising how few are grown. . Proceeding on our way we called at other farms,.and then
returned to Millbrook. The following morning, Colonel Williams took us for @nother drive
hrough a good country along: the shores of Lake Ontatio: here I saw farms as good as any.
in England; but as usual, cliltivated upon. the whipping system—much grain with but-few
cattle. ‘We returned to Port Hope. I could not but come to the conclusion that under a more
. Yliberal system of farming very nearly as much meat and grain could be produced as in our own
“Jeountry, 'We here took leave of our excéllent and hospitable friend. - : . ‘
A SUCCESSFUL EMIGRANT FROM NORFOLK.

We neXt journeyed to Toronto, a well-built city, very English-like in the habits and manners
.. Joi the people. I @id not remain here long, as I was anxious to visit some old servants, who left’
.Jny neighbourheod some forty-seven years ago to better their position, it being a period of great
aericultural depression. This couple landed at Quebec: after a six weéks’ passage with but ten

shillings in-their pockets. Through many troubles and privations, they worked their way as far

west as Grarafraxa, about 600 miiles from Quebec.. After a hard struggle, in bringing up &

- §fznily of twelve children, (four of whom they have lost), they saved sufficient money to purchase
100 acres of forest, had a raising*bee, and in one day felled and squared sufficient timber to build

the walls of & log-hut, The roof is put on by more skilled hands, -It is said these Canadian
woodsmen are so clever, that with an axe, saw, and auger, they can build a house. , Having
erected this dwelling, my friend commenced cutting down the surrounding timber. I watched ™
says the wife; * with much anxiety the felling of the first tree, lest it might fall on my house (a8
does sometimes happen) .and destroy it.” In the course of years, the farm was cleared, and

the soil being rich, these good people ultimately succeeded, and - within the last year have sold .

- Jtheir farm and are now living in comparative comfort -upon ‘their hard-earned savings.” Their
sons have also been placed on farms, and their daughters are settled in life. This is but one out .
“|of many similar ones. - o . . s

T " AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE AND MODEL FARM. T el

1 started. the following day with a buggy and pair of horses some t{wenty miles across

country to the town of Guelph, where I visited the Model Farm and Agricultural College {sup- —

‘|ported by the Government of the Province), at which young men receive a- practical as well as

),
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scientific education In farming at a very trifling cost. * I found both. Mr. Mills (the president)
and Mr. Brown,(the manager) courteous and sensible men, well fitted for the positions they
held. T was invited to'go through+the farm, and to criticise freely, making any sugeestion
> that I might think desirable.. I saw. somie excellent cattle, cspecially a.Hereford bull. e
sheep were also.remarkably good.  The roots were fairlyplanted, and good in size; but althouh
" the mangel seed was obtained from one of our crack London seedsmen, the bulbs were of
- various species, presenting & most irregular appearance.. It was ir. Brogy’s opinion that i
cultivation: of both mangel and swedes might be increased to advantage throughout. the pro.
vinces, andythat there would not be the difficulty, as_ had been represent?,gla‘to 1ae, of gettin
them off before theadvent of frost.” "Considerable alterations and additivns were béing made
to the College Farm-(for inoreased cattle and sheep accommodation). which, when complete, vl

* render it one of the most valuable institutions of the Dominion, ‘ o

. - . /ENORMOLS ROOTS. . )
I rdturned by rail to Toronto, which issurrounded by districts of great fertility, particularly’
_towards the westward. ~ In the township of Msarkham I passed some excellent land (clay loan)
which, with draining and good farmming,. would grow first-tate crops of all devcriptions. I
believe Mr. Read went over the same land, and was-driven by the spme gentleman; Mr. Rennis,
scedsman, Taronto.  Qn his brother’s ‘farm ‘they were busy selecting roots for the Marklem
show, the weights of which I carcfully noted. I would here explain that the prizes afe nat
given to the best farm or field of roots, but to individual specimens, to grow which ‘fmlimitel
. spacc is allotted.” The following weights’ were recorded-:—8ix long, red mangel, 213 Ib., o
of whicn was 54 1b.; two mammoth squash (a kind of pumpkin), $56-1b. The heaviest was
"~ 803 1b., and girth § ft. Six white carrots, taken from the regtlar field-crop, weighed over 4 I
cach. The general cultivation of this farm could not be surpassed—both ploughing and sowing
were first-rate : indeed, Mr. Rennic wished-mé to state that he. was willing to enter his brothe
" - and brother-in-law to compege in any all-England ploughing ‘m:.tches which mighs heneefocth
- take plade. L LR . : S oo

: NIAGARA FALLS.—PEACH AND APPLE FARMING, - ° ~ |

On my again'returning to Toronto, I went to the Falls of Niagars. They quite equ‘a.lled my
expectations.  One is not siwprised at the immense voluine of water when. the fuct is known ita
- it is'the oulpouring of Lakes Erie,-1Iuron, Michigan, and Superior .into Lake Ontario, Ltheue
finding, its way by the River St. Lawrcence into the sea. Large quantities of peaches and apply
are grown throughout Ontario, but it is in the neighbourhood of Niagara where they are culiis
»  vated in such luxuriance.” Peach farming “is-very profitable. The trees are planted as in
spple-orchard, and when in full bearing neb a clear profit of about £8 per acre. 1 was in compauy

sy ; . . . . . g
with a gentléman from Niagara who had.60 acres of his farm in peach &dtwuuon.

0o L . _ ' THE TORONTO AGRICULTURAL SHOW. .
I passed the next three days at theé annual Toronto exhibition, where-farming stock, imvle-
ments, and manufactured fabrics were shown. The implements are of the lightest and most
-effective kind, and were all in motion, driven by\ma.clxiuei'y beneath the platfornr on which they
were placed. T mnoticed ‘a peculinrly ‘constructed grass-cutter, the. knife being driven withous
connceting-rods. Tam'not sufficiently mechanical to explain its construction, but it secined
mast ingenious; and, if successful, must svoner or later come into general'use. I think our ag:i-
cultural mechanics might with advantage attend these shows. - The cereals and " root-crops were _,
-ancxcellent exhibit. The cattle in so young a country could not, of course, compare with th 2
cxhibited at.our best Lnglish shows, but they were creditable. The Herefords, polled Anyr,
ard Ayrshires ‘were well represented frogp the, Model Farm, but many were imported aniwe"
Tle shorthorns from the same farm were of -medium quality, but this was amply compensa’.l
. for by those sent by the other breeders of the district. We also noticed a spléndid white fou
.* year-old shorthorn, which would.have made his mark at either Dirminghat or Londont. Th-«i
svere others of the sanie kind worthy to compéte with him. We zlso noted a splendid: wiite,
cow (pure shorthorn), and a .grand grade red gow four years old, showing what can Le done by
crossing with pure shorthorns. There weére also many specimens of younger cattle of-considerable
- uerit, but-owing to the want of catalogues it was-impossible to obtain the names of the owners
and other desirable particulars. We saw a pair of beautiful. cows, ‘one bred by Cruikshank of
Aberdeen (evidently of the Booth type),.her companion” a beautiful red (said to be imported Ly
the States) of the Bates type, and a capital milket. ~Later on, large numbers of the polled Anpus
“arrived, and there were gcod specimens of Canadian-bred Devons, they were of a larger size’
than those of our home-breading, and this applies generally to the cattle bred iv the Dominion.
I cannot afford to devote more space to this class, but must net omit to say that T saw nothing to
‘smrpass, or even equal, the magnificent Hereford bull that Mr. Brown showed mé at the Mod.l
Farm, The pigs'were in large numbers, quite equal to the English breeds. - Indeed, my cim-
* panion, Mr. Christy, of Limerick. thought thein'generally better, and 1 noiiced throughout tie.
country that the swine were excellent. R :
» . \
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. The horses were not so well represented, excepting a few good imported Clydesdales. The
Canadian cart-horse is rather an undersizéd animal, but has more breeding than onr En glish cart-
horse, and I can testify to its pluck, spced, and endurance. On the prairies you can see the men
riding upon elevated ‘seats, driving their horses abreast, in ploughs turniiiz 14 and 16 inch
furrows, at a pace which would astonish our country ploughmen. Indeed. it would do many of
our men good to send them across-the Atlantic, if only to be initiated in the art of moving,
either on foot or otherwise. 1t has been'found that the Canadian herses dre much improved by
crossing with our big English carriage-horses, which gives strength with the activity so desirable,
We also saw admirable animals (from a cross with the Clydesdale) employed about the railways,

breweries, and distilleries. - Nor mugt I forget to mention the hack and harness horses, generally
small, but surprising for their pace ind endurance. Our English hicks. are softer, and could not
}ive with them in long journeys over heavy roads. I alo saw many good cirriage-horses and

hunters, o, : )

. There are fox-hounds iy Toronto, but they runimaginary fokes over atrail ; and if the hurdle--. -
race at this show is any g-iteri(m of the powtrtand speed of the‘horses’and of .the skill of the .
riders, I am sure the Toronto hunt would be in the leading ruck with the fastest pack we have in
Lingland. Some sixtcen or twenty started in this, and raced (riders, young and old) in scatlet.

" uniform, ‘They:are off ' The young fellows make the running, taking stiff hurdles at full
speed, clearing them in splendidistyle, and $his on a hard road, round a grass-plas. Three of
‘them keep the lead, and come in neck and neck. a ST e

-Xn-the centre of the show-ground, in a splendid building, was the exhibition of their home-
.made wares and fabries. The lattdr were inferior to our English exhibits of the same class, but
-it must not-be forgottén that Canglda is only & young country as regards her manufactures, At

the same time, I could not but think, if England manofactured for them a much better and -
cheaper axticle (to be free of duty), that it would be to the advantage of Canadians to apply their
spare capital to the much:ng€ded .improvement of their style of agricultnre ; but more on this
point shortly. nd—; . L -

. Ihad almost forgotien-to mention The sheep élasses. The downs were well represented, and
tookl the lead in short wools 3 but the long-wools, especialiy the Cotswold and border Leicesters,
were the favourites. Generally speaking, the sheep-bréeding in Canaila is behind thas of cattle, -

and 1o doubt will rémain sv, the wintevs necessitating their being housed. : :

Yo

* o EXTRAORDINARY SUCCESS OF NORFOLK MEN I¥ TONONTO.
" Bufore leaving the hospitable city of Toronto, I must-say o word or'two reéspecting it. Tiess

. thau nhiety yetyrs azo it was butan Indian villagg, surrounded by dense forests ; and one would

- well-nigh conceive it to be o fairy tale when told that where -the beaver gambolled in solitary
‘streams rarvely visited by white men, and where fever and ague reigned supreme, there has now'
arisen one of the liealthiest and most handsome cities on the American continent, with a popula.

- tion (including suburbs) of over 80,000 souls !I* Many of its citizens hail from .our own county,
and some of them have risen to eminence and wealth, One instance in particular I cannot fail to
mention, showing that even our quiet connty of Norfolk has produced other men besides Nelson:
porsessed with indomitable perseverance and courage. I allude to the firm of Gooderham andl
Worts,” " The former was born at Scole, and served .as a soldier of the Royal York Rangers in
the West Irdies, where his regiment took’part in the taking of Martinique and Guadaloupe.”.
"The latter was born in Great Yarmouth; and recetved part of his education at a dame’s school

- in the village of Stalham. Inthe course of a few years Mr. Gooderham retired from tfie army ;
and in the mesntime Mr. James Worts, who had, married Mr, Gooderham’s only sister, finding
little could be done in the old country. without- capital, proceeded in 1831 to Canada, to select &
home for both families., Axriving at Quebec, he travelled through Montreal, Kingston, Toronto,
Hamilton, Niagara, and various other places, finally deciding on Toronto, and there comnmenced
building & small windmill. The following year (1832)-Mr. Gooderham sailed from London,
bringing with him his own, Mr."Worts’, and several .other families, in ull 54 souls, connected. *
either by blood or marsiage, arriving at Quebec all well after a six weeks’ passage. Finding the

" windmill nearly completed, Mr. Gooderham united with Mr, Worts under the firm of Gdoderham
and Worts, doing a"rétail business within the city, which only then contained a population of
thrée or four thousand.. From this rather small beginning has grown a stupendous business.

I regret that space will hiot allow me to follow the career of these wonderful men ; but suffice it
to say that, after a time, they commenced distilling, and now possess the largest distillery in the
world. Their active season is from September to June, and the annual consumption isasfollows™ .
500,000 bushels of maize, 100,000 bushels of rye, 50,000 bushels of barley, 25,000 bushels of oats,

* and 10 tonsgihops ; in other words, they absorb the annual produce of 81,500 acres of ‘average '

“land, The production of the establishment is on a seale as prodigious, being 8000 imperial .

gallons of spirit per day. To consume the rofuse of this distillery, about 2500 bullocks.are

. annually fattened in the cattle-sheds. - These are the property of Messrs. Lumbars, Reeves,
Shiclds, 2ud Frankland, the well-known butchers, dealers, and drovers who have opened up the

\
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eattle-trade with England. . .In‘@dditiqn to this distillery refuse, each animal has/a liberal supply

" of hay. - Messrs. Gooderham.and Worts are also largely engaged in banking, being the chief

_proprietors of the Bank of Toronto, one of the most flourishing monetary !institutions of the

- country. The Nipissing Railway i$ also largely owned by them, with no inconsiderable benefit’

" Pacific. I may here state that when. the line to Thunder. Bay from ¥

to both citizens and agriculturists. . Mr. Worts does not forget his native.county, as many pic-
—tures _in_his mansion testify ; mor is he forgetful of our old -English sports, being himself
master of the Toronto foxhounds.. In connection with agriculture there are large maltings and
breweries. -‘One that I inspected is carried on by a company, under the management of Mr.
David Walker, proprietor of the Walker Hotel. Both the malthouse and the: brewery. are
splendid buildings, and their pale ale is scarcely surpassed by the Burton brewers; nor.is this
surprising, whén such fine-colouréd and thin-skinned barley is produced ip the_suTunding' ]
districts, . - N - . . R N . : .

e - THE LAKES,—THE TRANSPORT OF WHEAT AND CATTLE.

T . . ) .

- I left Toronto™ by train to Sarnia, en route to Winnipeg, vid Lakes Huron and Superior, and -
had » splendid run of 800 miles, .Towards the end of Lake Huron, the scenery is fine, especially
at the narrow channel separating-the islands of -Manitoulin and Cockburn, We also passed a
number of rocky islands, covered with dwarf pine, larch and fir. They rise abruptly from the
lake, and are so close to each other as to afford but a narrow passage for vessels. Leaving Lake

- Huron we entered the river Sault St. Marie, (known as the Soo the pronunciation of Sault),

dividing Canada from the States. Here are the rapids from Lake Superior, to avoid which we * -

passed through a canal capable of floating vessels of considerable burthen ; the rise of the locks
" being sixteen feet, bringing us to a level -with Lake Superior. ‘After'200 or 300 miles’ sailing,
we reached Thunder' Bay, the proposed termimus of the Canadian Pacific Railway, which is to
be the route for conveying grain and other produce from Manitoba and the North-West Territory,
ot least till such time as the contemplated line on the north of Lake Superior to Lake Nipidsing
be completed, the latter link being necessary to form a continuous, linejisnm the Atlantic to the

the year 1882, according to the contract——it is the opinion of Mr. Joseph Hickson, the general
manager of the Grank Trunk Railway, ‘also a large farmer.and breeder, that wheat can be

. landed in Londtn or Liverpool from Manitoba at from 32s. to 35s. per quarter, leaving a fair .

profit to both producer, merchant, and carrier. It is also the opinion of Mr.  Hickson and others
conversant with the trade, that a considerable profit has been realised upon cattle at the prices
they have recenitly made in England. I take the following figures presented to'me from reliable
authorities : Bullock at Chicago, 1200 1b. live weight; at 4 cents per ib. (outside price), 48 dollars;
conveyance by rail to seaboard, 6 dollars; conveyance to London or Liverpool, 25 dollars;
total, 79 dollars, equal to £16 9s. 2d. ; shrinkage and offal on 1200 Ib.,440 Ib. ; thus leaving a
balance. of 760 Ib., which at 7d. per Ib. realises £22 3s. 4d., showing a profit (sinking the hide,
. etc.) of £5 14s. 2d., which compensates the importer for trouble, commission, and food, ete.,

" during the voyage. In charging the cost of the animal 4 cents per Ib.-live weight, I ought to

* thorough " drainage would ‘improve it very much.: On our return’ to

state-that 3 cents is the more usual figure, save for animals of the very primest quality. :
- From Prince Arthur'’s landing we steamed to Duluth, a Toigh straggling town of some 2000
or 3000 inhabitants; whence a train takes us to Winnipeg ; the first portion of the journey being
of the most rugged description, after which we reached the Minnesota prairie, and travelled some
300 miles along a perfectly Ievel surface. Portions of the land are being cultivated, but tens of - .
thousands of acres are«yet unbroked. Concluding a run of 1200 miles by rail and about 800 by
lake we were in the city of Winnipeg, containing about 12,000 inhabitants. . It has some good
shops and public buildings, and the people seem to be driving a profitable trade. We took up
our quarters at the Queen’s Hotel ; but the weather was wet and the country was not seen to
advantage. For miles round Winnipeg and along the line of the Canadian Pacific it was, with
few exceptions, wet.and swampy, the season having been an exceptionally wet one. The soil, -
however, is rich, but will require-thorough drainage before it can be successfully cultivated in
such seasons. ‘We drove out some twenty. miles to Heagdingley to look over a farm of more than
2000 acres, belonging to the brothers Boyle, conveniently situated on the banks of the Assini-
boine and a stream called Sturgeon Creek. This firm bas opened an office ot Winnipeg with
the intention of looking after young men desirous of settling in the country. They will give
them the benefit of their advice-and experience, and thus preveti®their being victimised by land--
* sharks, who have bought up large tracts of land. on speculation in the hope of making fortunes
at the ‘expense of the emigrants. Mesars. Boyle intend taking pupils, for whom they will pur-
chase land, and are_open to act as buyers for other parties in England. 'We had the pleasure of
crossing the Atlantic with Mr. Henry Boyle, on his way from New Zealand, and can recommend
these young Englishmen to any requiring advice and assistance. Upon examination of their
farm ‘we found three feet of rich black soil before touching solid clay, but it struck us that
) Winnipeg ‘we found the
mayor, the railway contractor, -and othér kind friends, had organised & shooting expedition, and
_took us the fo}lowipg day some 40 miles up the prairie for a day’s sport among the wild-ducks

i Lt . 1
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and prairie chickens, the majority of the party camping out for the nixht.  Some of us, however,

preferfed returning to visit'the Winnipeg show of grain and| vegetables the day following. The . -

wheat we sxaw was exceedingly fine, and is valued by millers far and ncar. ' Sofng of the

swedes weighed over, 22 1b. each, cabbages averaging 41 fect in circumference, potatoes exceeding -

21b. cach, and squash 138 1b. There were also onions, carrots, parsnips, and other. vegetables

. shown of considerable merit, Co

AN ACCOUNT OF Dil. SUTHERLAND'S JOURNEY IN THE NORTH-WEST:

The day after we prepared for ‘a journey of about 300 fifiles up the eountry a% far as Turtle

32—

Mountain, intending to_return by way of Pembina Mountain. We provided vurselves with all
necessary cunping equipage, including guns' for duck and prairie birds ; but finding thewoads so
bad and in places almost impassable from.the heavy rains—owing to the exceptionally wet season,

“returned to Winuipeg, whcre [ met with Mr. Fraser Rae, one of the 7'imes correspondents, also

the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territory (Mr. Laird), from whom I received valu-

. able information. I also gained much kndwledge of the country from Dr. Sutherland, of Toronto,
" and n practical farmer from Niagara, the former of whom accompanied the latter in a journey of

1600 miles—the details of which are so interesting- and so-well authenticated by those who had

_travelled through the same district,"that, inthe.interest of my readery, I give them verbatim:

. *The route usually taken in journeys of this description is to enter the country by way of

. such a one not having been experienced for thirty years I was told—1I only proceeded a day’s
* drive beyond Portage la Prairie. I found around this place a good farming district, the land
being much drier and more undulating. My friend and his companion pushed onwards, but I

Manitoba, and proceed westward by one of the principal trails. For various reasons I reversed -
. this course, entering the country through the Territory of Montana, at a point some fifty wiles

. east of thé Rocky Mountains, proceeding northiward as far as the Saskatchewan River and then’

cast and south-cast for a sand miles to Manitoba, The entire distance travelled in the

North-West Territory, and Blanitoba was about 1600.miles. I left Toronto.on the 2lst of -

June, and travelled by rail,-zid Chicage and.-St. Paul, to Bismarck, in Dakota, This part of
the journey occupied less than four days. -1 then proceeded by steamer up the Missouri River
toFort Beuton, in Montana Territory, a distance of 1200 miles, which occupied ten days. From

" this point the journey was made with horses and waggons. . The distance from Benton to the
. international boundary line (United States territory), by the trail usually followed, is reckoned
at about 275 miles. The country is a vast treeless prairie, with a hard and somewhat arid soil,

much of it strongly impregnated with alkali, which also taints the waters in the streams and

pools. The herbage is. short and rather scanty, and seems to indicate an insufficient rainfall.

There are said to be vast:tracts in Moutana suitable for both stock-raising and agriculture ; but

-certainly such is not the character of that part of the territory throngh which I passed. | ‘When -

we reached the international boundary line (Canada), change for the better was at once ohserved.
The water was more abundant and of better quality, the pasturage rich and plentiful, and instead
of the short dry grass of the Montana plains, vetches of excellent quality became abundant.

a-good location for stock-raising, at least in so far as pasturage and water are'concerned; but

—The.valley of Milk River, which we forded soon after crossing the boundary line, struck me as

as there is an entire absence of timber, as there are no deep ‘valleys, it probably would not afford

the shelter for stock which is desirable during the winter season. ILhave no doubt, however,
that abundant shelter could be found fifty or sixty miles westward, among the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains. Experiment alone can prove whether agriculture can be successfully followed
in this region. The chief drawback to stock-raising isthe nearness of Milk River to the boundary
line, and the consequent danger of raids by American Indians. a R

" ¢As we proceeded northward there-was a steady improvement in the quality of the soil, as
shown by the rich and luxurisnt vegetation, and this continued,.with but little intermission, all
theavay.to the North Saskatchewan, a distance from thié boundary line of some 400 miles by the
trail. In fact, throughout this entire region there is scarcely an acre that could not be utilised
either’ for farming or stock-raising.- And even in thdse parts of the country where it would be
necessary to house the stock during winter, hay is so abundant that a sufficient supply could be
obtained at a trifling cost. o . : ) o

. ¢ After passing Fort McLeod (about 500 miles in a direct line from the boundary) our course -
lay parallel with the Porcupine Hills, and a ‘short distance to the east of the range. Here also . -

- we found magnificent stretches of rich prairie waiting for the plough ; and I was informed on

good’ authority that between the Porcupine Hills and. the Rocky Mountains there is a tract of..

country, say, speaking roughly, 60 to 100 miles in eitent, which for stuck-raising i unsurpassed
on the Continent,-and which, it is believed, would be found equally valuable for agriculture.
¢Some eighty miiles: north.of Fort McLeod we crossed SheepCreek, on the banks of which
we found the richest'soil.and the most luxuriant pasturage that we had met with up to that point.
Not only on the level bottoms of the valley, but over the hills to the north, the rich blacic seil was
of great depth, .and-where thrown up by the badgers, was as mellow ay the soil of a thoroughly

worked -garden. - Timber also, is found on the banks of this stream, not in large quantitics, bug -
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sufiicint for lmﬂdiﬁg aind fencing purp.mes, Whelher thy sea~oms will ad;lﬁt of successful agri-

culture, remains to be seen 3 but as far as soil and water ave coneerned, a more aléractive locas
tion could not be desired. -

. , . \
" “For stock-raising purposes, however, by far the best region I visited is the valley of the Bow

"River. This stream issucs from the Rocky Mountains, about 160 miles, in a direct lin¢ noxth of
the international boundary. It flows with”a strong current in a south-casterly direction, and
cnters the south branch of the Saskatchewan River, about 120 mHes east of the mountains, In
the wide valley of the Dow, and on the adjacent hills, there is an inexhaustible supply of the
richest pasture ; the water both.in the river and its numerous tributaries is abundant, and of the
best quality ; the deep valleys;-especially on the upper waters, afford excellent protection during
cold‘\veather ; and I am assured by those who have-been long in the country, that the winters
are sb mild thatj the cattle can be left to run at large with perfect safety,.and will be found in
good condition in'the spring. Thus far, farming has been tried only on a limited scale; but enough
hus been 'done to demonstrate the richnéss of the soil, and to show, that wheat, barley, oats, ahd
_the various vegetables can be grown successfully. : !

"~ ¢ From Fort Calgarry on Bow River to the crossing, at Elk River, a distance of 100 miles, the |

country consiste chiefly of rolling prairie, much of the soil being of good quality.' TFrom BEik

tiver to Edmonton on the North Saskatchewan, there is a considerable growth of poplar, witli -
stretches of open prairie between, the soil being rich and well adapted for farming purposes.: In .
4his region the winter is too cold to admit of cattle béing left unprotected ; but the supply of -

natural hay is abundant, L . . "
¢ Of thre country from Edmonton eastward to Fort Carleton, a-distance of some 500 miles, I can-
ot speak in positive terms, as my journey was made by skiff .down the river, and hence T had
opportunity of examining the quality of the soil-or the general features of the cuuntry efcept
in ilumediate proximity to the stream ; but 'at certain points where we landed, such as Fort Ritt
.and Battleford, we found that barley produced a good harvest, and that the various kinds of
garden vegetables, even the more tender sorts, grew luxuriantly, o
"7 YThe next locality that I examined with any degree of- care is known _as the Prince Albert
Sctflement. It lies at the confluence of the north and south, branches of the Saskatchewan, and
extends up the south bank of the former stream for some 40 miles.” It is about 200 miles north
of the latitude of Winnipeg, and is distant from the latter place, by the usual trail, about 550
miles in 2 north-westerly direction.: ’ The soil throughout the séttlement is good ; but the past
summnier has been unusually wet, and in some cases the crops were touched by early frosts before
they were fully matured. ’ . . Ca L .
.“The country lying between the crossing of the South Saskatchewan ‘and the western boundary

of the province of Manitoba I necd not deseribe in detail. Suffice it to say ab present that with .

the exception of an alkali plain of considerable extent, the land is of good quality. We passed:
through some beautiful plains, where signs of successful farming were already apparent. The

portions deserving of especial mention lie bétween Fort Ellice, on the Assiniboine river, and the
western boundary of Manitoba. g : .

* As these notes may meet the eye of some one contemplating a similar journey, some hintsas -

", sto outfit and mode of travel may not bic devoid of interest. For two persons guing by, the route

already indicated, the following may be conside;';’cd indispensable :—A good *“ Buckboard,” which -

is the best vehicle fot prairie travel ; a pair of native horses, which canjwusually be pu{rchased'a.t

Benton, at prices ranging from 50 to 100 dollars each ; a cart or spring ag

wagzgon to carry camping

- apparatus, with one or.two horses for the same ; several spare horses, a on such a journey some -

may get sick or belost ; one or two competsnt men to act as guides, lbok after the horses, find

suitable camping-places, cook, ete., ete. ; a tent, blankets, and pillows (a rubber blanket indis- .

pensable), camping-box containing a few dishes (*‘ granite ironware ™ are the best), receptacles
for tea, sugar, ete., an axc, spare rope, etc., ete., and a store of provisicns snficient to last for at

least a fortnight, or until the travelier can reach the nextplace where supplics may be vbtained, -

As to clothing, provision should be made for cold nights and raifiy days. Stout tweed for the
outer garments is best. A'pair of stout riding-boofs, and water-proof coat and cap, will be fouind

- useful. A breech-loader gun,'revolver, and hunting-knife should also be carried. )
¢ In travelling, the usnal custom is to start very early in the morning, drive for two or three
hovirs, light fire, and halt for Lrealkfast, and allow the horses to. feediand rest for at least’ two
hours. Then drive for, say, three hours more, another ‘rest, and thent drive #ill| it is time to
camp for the night. The sole food of the native horses is the grass of| the prairie, and it seems

to be all they need. On the route from Benton to Edmonton there are numerous rivers to be *
crossed.  None of these are bridged, but one or two have ferries, and gn one or two more boats _
can be obtained. . At certain seasons'some of thesc rivers cani be forded, but at other seasons this. .

- i+ imposgible, The-usual way, when reaching a stream the depth of | which is unknown, is for
some one to-mount-a horse and try for a ford, If 4 practicable crossing is found, the vehiclesare

driven across ; but if not; a temporary boat'or rafthas to be constructéd, on which waggons and -

their contents are ferried over, while the -horsés are made to swimn to Ethe other side. _Crossing
. some of these streams is attended witha good deal of dangé, and can only. be managed success-
fully by those who have had experience in such maitters.” - o " : '
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THZ PROSPECTS OF CULIIV.\‘TION L\: THIS TERRITORY.

T further obtained much information from Donald A.-Smith, Esq., formerly resident Governor
-of the Hudson's Bay Company, and for several years one of the representatives for Manitoba in

. the Dominion Parlisment. He says—‘ Manitoba proper contains an area of about 9,000,000
acres available for agricultural purposes. 'The North-West Territory, in connection with Mani-
toba, extending from the Rocky Mountains eastward and from the international boundary en .
the south to fifty-six or fifty-seven degrees north latitude, contains considerably over 100,000,000
acres, by far the larger portion of which are believed to be well suited for the production of wheat
and other grain. -The northern portion, known as the Peace River district, owing to the depres-
sion at'that point of the Rocky Mountains, is quite equal'in climate to the moye southern part.
These immense.territories, in-the course of a very few years, will undoubtedly be under cultiva-
tion, as a'main railway. is being constructed—with several branch lines—to connect the Canadian’ -

. system of railways with the Pacific coast. When this arrangement is complete, a prodigious
amount of wheat and other grain will be exported. Even now itis computed that wheat in those
provinces can already besgrown at a cost not exceeding 40 cents, or 1s. 8d. per bushel. The
quality is very fine, and will make superior flour ; indeed, it is eagerly Selected by the millers of
the Western'States.’ ’ B a . » . T

TUSEFUL ADVICE TO FBESK COLONISTS, -

. Having thus given the opinion of men so theroughly and practically acquainted with these
- immense provinces, I venture to make a few remdrks of my own on so important a topic. Whilst -
acknowledging the natural fertility of the soil of Manitoba and the North-West territories, I am
constrained to say that it will not be possible-to colonise them rapidly, especially by those who
have long enjoyed the civilisation and comforts of England, until they become more opensd by
- railway communication. The men to face such a country should be young and hardy, with any |
amount of pluck and perseverance. . Many such are already there and are very hopeful of the -
‘future, but I think there is misapprehension‘as to the capital required. 1 has been said that &
man, may fairly start upon a section of 160 acres with a capital of less than. £150. Inmy opinion
much more than that amount will be necessary. Shelter will be required for himself and cattle,
"and also food for the first year. To start with but one pair of oxeu\’\ i3 a slow beginning ; still,
many are trying it.  Capital is needed in Manitoba as elsewhere, and the more one hasthe sooner -
. he will. make money. For instance, if aman start with about £200Q he could purchase and bring
rapidly into cultivation 800 or 1000 acres, providing himself with a house, and his cattle with

. necessary shelter. He should depend om stock paying as much ‘s His tillage and: crops, and

. might start with a strong herd' of young, growing cattle, or commence breeding thér:~ Good

working oxen are worth £20 per pair, and in threg years will be growing into big animals,” They

‘must be sheltered. during winter, but no elaborate buildings are required, simple sheds of rough

timber being sufficient. Any quantity of prairiehay may be had for the mowing, and summer
wragis for years to come. The straw should not be burned, as is now customary ; but stacked.
vund the Bottle-sheds for warmth and bedding, preserving the manure till such time as the soil -
ires #™XI do not believe in the too géneral American plan of taking all out of the svil, and,
or nothing back. The one system leads to ultimate poverty, the other to wealth.

. In resp the free grants of lands and purchase of additional quantities, all particulars may be
obtained from the Government agents. " But'a word of caution is necessary to the inexperienced,

- viz. : they must by.no means buy wet-or swampy land, much of which is to, be found in the
neighbourhood of Winnipeg. Further westward there are millions of acres of di‘y rolling prairie
to be had at nominal prices, indced 160 -acres can be had free of cost by any bond fide settler.
So great-has been the fever of speculation in Manitoba that thousands of acres have changed
hands ‘without having been seen by buyer or geller. I found for miles' beyond Winnipeg
the land has neacly all. been taken up, and is still held by speculators ; but, in my opinion, a
‘collapse is not far distant, it being impossible that these wet soils can be thoroughly utiﬁﬁ:

wet seasons till'they arc thoroughly ‘drainéd; ~Many there have an idea that drainage is
simple affair, only costing a few shillings per acre, whereas such drainage asis here required would
‘ “sgem ¢ me to cost in some cases some £10 per acre, as it involves the expense of cutting ageat :
. many dykes, intersected with pipes and drains, as practised both in Holland and parts of England.
‘Tt is said that the Government intends ‘doing this, but it cannot be-supposed they will spend
money to-benefit thesc speculators and landsharks, who arc fictitiously increasing the value of the
. s0il, to the hindrance 6f legitimate purchasers. Perhaps it might be wise legislation to compel
bond fide speculators to pay cash for their land, which should be forthwith subject to the same °
rates and taxes as that already in cultivation ; but I think a rod is already in pickle for these
gentlemen. -I have thus fearlessly given my views, which may be taken for what they are worth.
Land in'the neighbourhood can be bought at from 2 to 10 dollars per acre. , 'This country has un- -
doubtedly a great future before it,. but it is desirable that all should see for themselves befare
choosing a final settlement. While speaking of emigration I feel constrained to say that the.
arrangements at Toronto (which I understand are similar to those at other places) for dealing,
“with emigrants, are all that could be desired.. They are well looked after, and the food and’
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: systetn. pursued-in the older parts of Canada, and therc'is nb reason why they should not succeed,

&2 . Mr W: P Cubitts Report:

accommodation are good. I eannot pass from this subject without expressing my obligations to

Mr. Donald-on, the immigration agent at Toronto,' and:- Mr. Hespeler, the agent at Winnipeg,
for the kind assistance they rendered me in the prosecution-of my inguiries. ‘ g -
My return was through a portion of the United States, making short stays in the various

towns through which the rail passes. While passing through the State of Minnesota, I noticed

that the subsoil was not so good as in Manitoba—soTar as I could see from an examination of
the cuttings along the railway—and I do not think this part of the States so well adapted for
wheat-growing as the Canadian Territory. The agents of the American railway companies are
very energetic in their endeavours to sell their lands, and do their utmost to divert settlers going
to Canada-; but instead of listening to them, people should make their way to their destination
and see the British lands for themselves. It is also said by Americans that large numbers of
Canddians are leaving their country and settling in the States, but I did not find this to be the
case: I passed by St. Paul's and Milwaukee, and stayed two days’ in Chicago, one of the. most

extraordinary business cities in the world. A S . -

. A v .
CANADIAN CHARACTERISTICS ¢ FARMERS .AND CATILE RAISING, ETC. . .

T was not preparcd to find it a country of suclr an enormous avea, whose inland'seas could

casily swallow up the Britisli Isles. Thusc waters abound with fish of various kinds, and the

navigable rivers afford the cheapest transport for the produce of the laud. . There is every facility

- for its becoming a great trading mation. From the mouth of the St. Lowrence vid lakes and:

rivers its water communication extends beyond 2000 miles, whilst the traveiler may proceed by
land from the Atlantic to the Pacilic, including Manitoba and the North-West Territory, &
distance exceeding 3000 miles. Its climate is too well-known to need any description. Suffice
‘it to say, I found the autumn most lovely. The people, in habits and manners, much resemble
the English-; they are charitable, kind, and hospitable. It is a genuine hospitality, and there is
no apologising—if one by chance logks_in—that they have nothing better to offer, but a true
Canadian welcome to the best the house affords. - ~Agriculturally speaking, the soil, as in most
other big countries, is of good, bad, and indifferent qualitics, but with o large proportion of the
good. It is with regret that T cannot speak well of the genéral cultivation. . In a former portion

" . of this report I alluded to many of the carly pioneers who had wrown comparatively rich.  They

were those who had, some fifty or sixty years ago, selected the richest lands from amongst the
forests, and by alrhost superhuman Tabour and cconomy realised a competency.  But good es the
seil may be, the consceutiveicercal cropping must tell its tale. Iverything taken off, and

. nothing xdded to; will deteriorate the best land in the woild. - To a great extent this has. been

the. course pursued through a part of the Dominion. ~ The younger men have more or less followed
in the steps of their fathers, ind the results nced not be told—the farmers are not so well off-an
they, might have been had the¥ farmed in a different manner. Hence the desire of so many to

. sell and go westward or elséwhere; and, by the way, no class of men are so calculated as these

native Canadians to open out & new country. Brought up from boyhood to habits of :strict
industry, hardy, athletic, and’ skilled in the use of tools, but few Englishmen can compete

". with them. In telling my brother farmeérs that, previously to the introduction of reapings

machines, it was not uncommon for some of these men to cradle (that is, to mow with a long
scythe with a cradle attached) five acres of fair standing wheat between sunrise and sunset, they

- may well express surprise. It secmed at first incredible to me, but I found hundreds could

testify.to the fact. But how is it. these industrious men are drifting into diffictlties? It is
from the continued system of grain cropping, and the absence of root culture, which would enable
them to feed more cattle, and convert their straw into- valuable manure ; and whilst so much :
good clay-loam abounds—arid other land with a strong subsoil—why is it more land is not laid :
down'to perfanent pasture, thus lessening the cost of tillage, especially as labour is so.scaree

-and dear? Single men are mostly employed a$ labourers, and they are boarded in the farm.

houses. If there were more cottages scattered through the agricultural districts as homes for
married men, a resident peasantry might Le established, so much more reliable than this nomadio |
labour, and recuperative withal. The farmers say, What are we to do with men in winter ?
I say, with so much of their land so well adapted for rodt-culture, they should go in for beef-’

* raising by stall-feeding. X do not, however, wish it-to be understood that I am passing a sweeping .

conderhnation upon'all the Ontario farmers or farming. TFar from it ; for'T had the pleasure of

| visiting’ many farms especially on those rtich soils west of Toronto, where agriculturists were

quite slive to the necessity of cattle-raising and feeding, and are making great strides in that -

- direction. But these were nof the men desitous of selling their farms. Tt is scarcely necessary.
- for'me to say that these remarks do mot apply to Manitoba and the North-West Territory.

Farméts gding into ‘the Iatter provinces,*wheré the soil'is virgin, ieéd not follow the unwise.

if thay drerof afraid of hard work, and are possessed of some capitnl. - oL s
The following is a conversation T had in the Toronto éattle-yards - with Messrs. Franklin and,

Co., butchers, paclkers, and cattle exporters to England:  In looking over the bullocks they were

preparing for shipment, they informed e that duringthe previous four weeks thdy had pur.
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chased over 2,000 head from the farmers in“the township of Lobo, within twenty miles of Tondon-
(Canada), a district noticed for its rich grass, the soil being clay-loam. These cattle were -

brought from farms of from 100 to 200 acres, each farm fecding from thirty to seventy head.
They were bought by the owners in a lean state at from «£8 to £9 each, and sold off the grass at
from £13 to £16 per head. Much of the land in the western part of Ontario can be devoted to
grazing purposes. The principal feeders during winter are located in the counties of Wellington,
Guelph, Elora, Fergus, Galt, Waterloo, and the adjoining neighbourhoods. They agreed with me

that if cattle were supplied with a fair amouns of linseed cake, both on the grass and in the folds,

it would be profitable to the farmer. They s4ded : ¢ But it must be borne in mind.that the export
trade is only of recent dage. Five years ago only athousand head had been shipped to Great Britain.

Our markets previously had been Albany, Boston, and New York ; but the outfageous duty of -
20 per cent. Lfid upon us hy the Americans for all live stock, and their own increasing supplies,-

Preventdd-the trade proving very remuncrative, and fumers received no encouragement. But
. now that they have an assured market in England the improvement has been rapid, and we are
yearly increasing our exports. The improved. price, together with the demand, has caused our
farmers to take o deeper interest in their stock ; and the Canadian Government have established
an Agricultural Commission, which will do a great deal of good and furnish information of such
a character that must result in greater zeal.  We have the best-blooded animals in Canada. and
with strict attention and more liberality in feeding, need be sccond to none in, the world’ It

will thus be seen that Messrs. Franklin coincide with me in’the fact. that raising more cattle -

must henceforth be the paramount object of Canadian farmers, that is, if they wish to improve
their position.- It is Jamentable that in so fine a country—the greater portion of the soil of which
is equal to anything on. this side of the Atlantic—so many farmers should be anxious to dispose
of their land which, with more liberal treatment, would: amply repay for increased outlay. If
.” the necessary capital can be obtained, there is no excuse for niggardly farming.© With good roots,

sbundant hay, cheap.corn, and linseed cake of the finest quality to be hadfin the country at-such

reasonable Tates, with miller’s offal to be obtnined at nominal prices, and bran, which possesses so
many nutritive properties, selling at less than six cents per stone, there can be no excuse for
farmers not keeping more stock upon their farms, If the English land were cultivated upon so
penurious a principle general bankrwptey would be ‘the result. Heré a/man with 100 acres in

tillage would be expected to Stali-feed from twenty-five to thirty-five bullpcks, upon each of which:

he would spend some £5 or £6 per head (in addition to roots) upon artificial' feeding. It is not
surprising that with such faiming in Canads 80 much land should be for/sale in Ontarin, and now

. offering at prices ranging from £10 to £15 per acre, which cost the early pioneerlittle or-nothing. -
. In favoured localities it might perhaps command higher rates, but presént prospects would seem -

to denote a further reduction. It may be asked, if the purchase of such/ land would-not be a fair
speculation for English farmers. MMy reply.must be in the affirmative, provided that two or three
occupations could be laid together. In Canada, farmsare occasionally Fented at from two to five
dollars per acre, but they are neither subject to tithe nor poor-rate. | From-1s. to 2s. per acre
"would cover educational and other charges. Connected ‘with, the qupstion of tithes is the fact

that poor as Canada is in comparison with England, her people build churches (many Episco-’
palian), and pay their own ministers ; nor can a stranger travelling through any of her country~

districts fail to notice that her people have more reverence for religign and more loyalty to their
sovereign than the inhabitants of many older countries. After a mgst enjoyable and instructive
visit, of which I shall long vetain pleasing recollections, I took my leaye of Canada, and embarked
- ~on board the Allan steamship Sardiniun on Saturday, October 9th,

THE RETURN VOYAGE.

Our return vc;yage was all that could be desired, and, barring 4 delsy of eight hours during
a fog off Belle Isle, we ran, according to log, an average of 300 miles daily, arriving in Liverpool

at two p.m. on Monday, October 18th. We only brought home jsbout fifty saloon passengers, -

amongst whom were Sir Hugh Allan, the principal owner of the Allan Line, and Bishop Toke of
the Reformed National Church. Another of our passengers wids Miss Annie Macpherson of
Spitalfields, London, who interested me in her work among the gerishing children of that great
city. During the pastten years she has rescued and trained sevral thousands of children, and
has crossed the ocean twenty-four times. On an average 250 children have gone with her to her

Farm Home at Galt, Ontario, where they remain till proper sityations are found them, Many’

a sorrowful story of desertion fills her heart ; orphans and other$ thrown upon the streets by the
nhumanity of drunken parents. She assured me that Canada Jlad been a God-opened way for
these waifs, and that 98 out of .every 100 were doing well. - They are principally ‘placed with
farmers, who agree to keep them, giving them board and:lodging and six months’ schooling each

year. They get 25 dollars for their services, with an annual jncrease ; so. that at seventeen or’

eigheen young men areable to hire themselves out at good Wages. - Ten pounds enables Miss
Macpherson to rescue anothier life and give it a start in Canada. May God speed the work ¢
- X i ) ) : o 4—2
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 THE REPORT OF MR, PETER IMRIE . -
’ " Of Cawder- Cuilt, J{'{zrﬂti!l, Laner . | ‘

Tae first remark it occurs to me to make to such as may be thinking of émigrating to Canada is
that the voyage across the Atlantic (at.least in an Allan Line steamship) is entirely pleasant,
In the saloon you have a high degree of luxury, in the intermediate caliin 2 considerable dégrec
of comfort, and in the steerage very tolerable accommodation, with plenty of good plain food. I
made it a- point to look into these matters for myself, and also converséd*with the different
classes of passengers on the subjéet: ¢ : i i . By
But I fancy there will be few emigrants of any clags who will consider themselves at the end
of their journey when they leave their Atlantic liner at Point Levi. ‘There is nothing to attract
" the emigrant, or at all events the agricultural emigrant, in the neighbourhood of Point Levi,
I fancy many a one might do worse than take ‘a look/at the Eastern Townships of the Province
of Québec, before proceeding further westward. These townships are easily reached by Grand'
Trunk Railway from Poiut Levi, zid Richmond and Sherbrooke, the.last named town being
the capital of the Townships, and situated at the junction of the railways running eastward -
through the new settlements of Scotstown and Lake Meganic. and south-east to the United
. States, through the older settlements of Compton, Eaton, Stanstedd, etc.,.ete. .
" Government land in the Eastern Townships is to.be had at 60.cents per acre. It is all dense.
forest ; and in many sections the roads are few, and bad and far between. I could not re-
sommend any emigrant fronr Scotland to go in for these lands. Better buy a partially improved
lot. Such may be had in any district at little more than the 60 cénts per acre, plus actual cost
" eof improvements effected. Of such improvements jthe first is that of road. making, the cost of .
which is laid upon all adjoining lands in the form of a tax.. But the most important, of course, .
is the cutting down and burning of the timber, orj of such portion of it as niay not 'be worth
saving. ' Unless in unfavourably situated localities, I believe it pays to market all the cedar,
ine; and spruce that may be upon these lands, and perhaps one or two varieties besides these ;
ut all the other wood (and that will be the great bulk of forest in most cases) is fit for nothing but
the flames. If near a large town, however, such as Sherbrooke, portions of the otherwise useless
wood may. be sold at fairly remunerative rates as fire-wood. In fact, in a very cold winter I
" understand any industrious man may make 2 dollars 3 cents per day of clear profit at this work,
and if he employ-méen besides himself his profits may, of course, be relatively increased. Butrough
or forest land in such favoured localities cannot be purchased under 6'dollars an acre, or there-
abouts. The cost of cutting and bhurning the wood, so as to leave the land fit for ploughing, varies-
somewhat according to circumstances, but I believe may be set down generally at about 15 dollars
per acre.  Of course the stumps are left in the ground for several years, to allow them the neces-
sary time to die and grow easy of removal. i o T R
After the cutting and burning of the wood is done with, and any large stoncs removed, it is
" usual to plough the land roughly, and to take off a crop of wheat or potatoes, or both, afterwards
sowing down for hay or pasture, in which state it will remain until the $tumps are ready for
removal. Now, as already remariked. the cost! of bringing the forest land to a state:of readiness
for this course of cropping ray be set down at 15 dollars per acre. There are pleiity of French-
men and others who are clever at using the axe, and at ail the other processes in forest clearing,
who will do the work by contract at the figure named, or even less ; and the first crop of wheat,
manured with the ashes of the burnt forest, may, I am told, be reckoned vpon to yield 20 or 25
" bushels per acre, notwithstanding the presence of the stumps. With a fairly good market, it is
considered that this. crop alone should very nearly pay the cost of clearing, thus leaving-the
farmer witf a piece ‘of really good grazing land, at a price which can never be high, and which,
I fancy, must in many cases be merely nominal. When the time: comes for extracting the
stumps, saydn six or seven years, there will of course be a considerable outlay of capital neces-
sary for the performance of that operation: Of course the amount will depend very much on the
nature of the soil, and very much also on the number and character of the stumps. Six dollars
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per acre was, abotit the figuré mentioned to me in more thdn one quarter, 4s a fair quotation for
this description of work, but I am bound to say I would incline to think the job hard at the

money. Ten dollars, or two pounds per acre, would probably not bo too much to pay to get the___

work properly carried through, and even at that I cannot but-think the farmer would have his

.perfectly cleared land at a price of which he could have little reason to complain,

In sdine parts of the Townships the forest is not the only obstacle that has to be dealt with, -
huge boulders being-also rathcr too plentiful. - There are some stones even on the most choice '
sections ; of that no one would complain, but I.saw some other sections where these boulders -
were so numerous as to render the land practically worthless. Parties who think of purchasing
land in ‘these townships should therefore be careful to find out before they do so that they, are .
really purchasing land, and not merely stones. A good deal of inspection may be necessary on -
this point, as, where there'is a rank forest growth covering up everything, a merely cursory glance
in passing through the forest may detect no stones at all—mo matter how plentiful they may
actually be—except of course the very large stones. which no amount of vegetation will suffice to

- hide. "Another pointworthy of being kept in mind by the intending seftler is, that in the case-of

lands under cultivation, much of what is. offered for sale is completely run out. Where this is
the case, I am told that it will often cost more to put the land in good heart than it does to

" bring wild land intd' cultivation; Great care must therefore be exercised by parties purchasing.
- Purchasers should also be careful to employ a respectable solicitor, so as, to make sure of getting
" & good title before paying away any money. I heard of several cases of great hardship through

neglect of this hecessary precaution. ) . .
Speaking generally, I think I might venture to say.of the cleared land in the Eastern Town-

ships of Quebec Province that it is probably about equal in quality to the average run of land in
Ontario (a province which I have also visited), and I must sy that I think the Townships have
several very material advantages over the more popular province referred to. In the first place,
land is much cheaper. in the Eastern Townships than in Qntario : I think I might venture to’
say 30 per cent. less, for. equal qualities of land and housing. Tor a home market they are
probably about equally good ; and, for an export market, the Townships have the great advantage
of being in close proximity to several first-rate seaports. The flat lands in the'Eastern Townships
are of really high quality. These lands are of colirse worth a good deal more than the cost of

-clearing them. In-fact I believe some of them may run as high as 70 dollars per acre. But that

would mean very fine land, and favourably situated. The sgme land in the neighbourhood of
Glasgow would be worth £3 per acre, or thereabouts, to rent. The hilly land (which is much .
more plentiful than the flat land, in the sections of the Townships with which I happened to make
most acquaintance) is not of the same vhlue by any means, being generally too light and sandy,
and I think perhaps fully as badly affected ¥ith rocks and stones. But of course it is relatively

. cheaper. .On the whole, I would inclifie to think that an industrious man, with a few hundred

poinds of capital, might reckon on being able to make a living in these Eastern Townships without
much risk of ruination—certainly much less risk of that than at home. And he might also find

" himself growing -gradually richer, in a' manner; through the increasing value of his farm. But
-it is no place for any man who wants to grow rich in a hurry ; at least for the present it is

not so, I'feel very sure. e

There -can be little doubt that this is a healthy and good country for stock-raising—the soil
being mostly dry, the 'zir clear and -inyigorating, and the entire country well watered. Isaw.
many young beasts grazing among the stunps, and thriving well. Disease is, I believe, unknown,
in its more gerious forms at all events.” Horses also do very well. I do not kriow whether it is -
the clear bracing air that favours them, but I think they are generally longer winded than the
driving hhorses we have at home. “Sheep also thrive well, and good sorts are frequently to be
met with, Lo " T e,

If stock-rearing (without fattening) for the English market will pay in any part of Canada,
¥ incline to think the Eastern Townships of the Province of Quebec may be as likely a locality
for it as any I had the privilege of coming across. - And I believe it is a trade that will pay

fairly well, so long at least as the colony may retsin the good fortune of being exempt from -

contagious diseases. ..

- I will close my remarks on the Townships with the following extract from my diary, viz.:
¢ Drove from Scotstown to' Compton, and thence to Lennoxville, a very long day’s driving. The
country improves all the way, and at Compton there are many really fine farms—especially those-
in the valley. Visited the Hillhurst farm, belonging to the Hon. Mr. Cochrane, and saw his-
famous Duchess cow, now twelve years 'old, and the mother gfyten calves, two of which I saw.
The other eight realised 130,600 dollars, or an average of over £3000 a head. “Saw also a pure
Duke bull, and two others of the. purest Bates blood. Mr, Cochrane is just starting a herd of
pure Herefords, which he thinks will be the best breed for the great North-West ; has got fifty,
cows to begin with. Visited also the Hon. J. H. Pope’s farm. The apparent comfort of the

farmers hereabouts would seem to indicate that the clearing and subsequent farming of land in

this quarter are not by any means discouraging occupations. . .
‘Learned that there are ‘always plenty of partially cleared farms.for sale in the Eastera
Townships, owing to Manitoba fever (which means the tendency to emigrate to Manitoha) and

»
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at home do of selling their crops.’ ’ Lo _ .
Coming back from the Eastern Townships to the main line of the Grand Trunk Railway, we

journey onwards to Montreal. 'Fhe intervening country is still chiefly in the hands of French

Canadians. Cultivation, however, appears to improve somewhat from the moment Quebec is left

is'also somewhat more oxtensively cleared, -

Traveliing westward from' Montreal, we leave the province. of Quebec and enter that of

Ontario. : o .
Un argping at Otlawa, I arranged to leave the’inspection of Ontario to Messrs. Sagar and

" to ordinary domestic causes, farmers here thinking about as Tittle of selling their farms as thoso ‘

_until Montreal is veached. 'The quality of the land appears also to grow gradually better, and it

Curtis ; Mr. Broderick and myself-proceeding, i once-to Manitoba, On my return journey, -

however, 1 spent about a week in Ontario ;. and, although so short an inspection is not sufficient
to warrant any attemptat'a comprchensive report, I ascertained a few facts which seemed to.me

to indicate that the profits of faiming in this provincé cannot be great. For instance, from all.

the information.I could gather from bankers and mexchants, as well as from farmers themselves,
T was led to the conclusion that comparatively few of the farners lay past money. One man, who
has relations farming in West of Scotland, confessed that they made more out of their capital, on
an average, than he did- . Another sign that farming in Ontario is not over-profitable is. the un«

. deniably heavy emigration to- Manitoba. = Another circumstance indicating the same conclusion

is the fact-that the hope of the farmers of Ontario appears, by all acoounts, to lie chiefly in the

raising of cattle for exportation to England—an enterprise which, I fecl sure, cannot be reckoned .

upon to leave any great profit to the farmer ; so that, if that is theirbest prospect,I am unsblo to
sce how their general prospects can be satisfuctory. '

Taking land and labour at-their present prices in Ontario, a three-year-old ox cannot bo-

raised thére so much as £9 cheaper than in England, and it-costs that to transport him from the
onc place to the other, and to pay expenses of marketing. Moreover, this £9 does not include

" the profit of the exporter, which would require to-be other £2 per head b least in a husiness

where considerable losses are so inevitable. - The Ontarian farmer would thus appear to work at

(1) a lower rent to the extent of about £1 per acre in the case of fair average land : this would
come to £6, or say £7, of the cost of raising a threeiyear-6ld ; in every other respect the cost ot
producing fodder and other feed is nearly as high as at home, " Duti(2) the Ontarian has less
money in bis beast; and thus saves interest to the extent of, say £1: This Jeaves the IEnglishman
with £3 of an advantage, 2. good part of which he must write -off againsf risks from disease ;

. s .

_ whereas the Ontarian has to male no such provision. : A - -
At present, therefore, the Outarian cun only cofirpete with us in cattle-raising by working at
_a smaller profit, and if he had disease to contend with he could not do it. In short, but for this

really precarious consideration,\I venture to say that cattle-raising would' be a distinctly® less

“profitable occupation in Ontario than in Exigland, as things go ab present. T cannot see, there-

fore, how land is to maintain its present value in Ontario any more than in England ; and in-
deed, if they come to have cattle diseascs to contend with, the fall in the volue of land there will
be by so much the greater than with oursclves. :

. a disadvantage of £11 per head as comparedswith:his Inglish competitor. - Against this he has

In point of fact, I suspect that Munitoba and the Far West (to which so 'ma.ny'i)i the

Ontarians themsclves are emigrating) will drive-down the valuee of land ad of farm produce at

Jeast as scriously in Ontario as in Great Dritain, so that it is hard go see where there would be
any advantage in emigrating to that part of Canada. Of course, if the current prices of land in.
*Ontarjo Le Tarther reduced, witheut.any corresponding reduction of rents it home, then I would

believe in eniigration to Ontario ; bus, for the present, the landowner of Ontario scems as un- -

willing as'the Jnglish {andlord to yicld to the fact that omr ever-inereasing facilities of transpart
have practically added the vast fertile plains ‘of the Jar West to our supply of -available grain

and cattle producing land, thus rendering that supply so much in excess of the demand that

prices must come down.and down with every increasing facility for transport. . . .
"T'he only tay to stup this decline would be for the Governuwents of Canida and the United
States to place such a price on their unpeopled territories as would prevent settlers thereon
from producing more cheaply than the Ontaiians and ourselves. So long as there is no price
put upon these vast and most fertile regions—so long as they continue to be offered to .all man-
kiud jor nothing—so long, I say, must the-value of land, both in England snd elsewhere, be

govérned strictly by the cost of production in these new regions, plus the mere cost of transporta-’

tion to QOntario, or England, or elsewhere, as the case may be.  Now, as these expenses of trans-
portation must necessarily decrease with every new wile‘of railway westwards, and with every
new inventior in the locomotive powers, and, as there 'is no probability of either Canada or the
States altering the present policy with refpect to unsettled territories, it stands to'reason thab
thie value of land cannot fail to decline to that poiut (whatever it may be) at which the cost of
production in the new country plus transportation to the old, becomes exactly equal to rent plus

- cost of production in the old conntry. There is no escape frow that law. And if we -assume

thut the cost of produgtion in the old and the new countrivs miay remain relatively ,pi'ettx much

“ B - C e
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as they are at present, then the rents here and the piices of - farms in Ontario cannot possibly
" rise, but must alike continue to fall with every fall in freightage from the Far West..

In these circumstances it is awkward to be tied down to a long lease in England, but it is
equally awkward to be tied down to a proprietorship in Ontario, and will remain s¢ until the
Ontarians recognise their proximity to the gratuitously hequirable farms of Manitoba and the

-North-West, by a reduction of -sny 25 to 50 per cent. in the prices ihey put upon their land.

.If they were to-do thst at once, and before English landlords came to see the necessity for doing
! ect:]mething similar, they might reasohably expect a.good flood of superior emigrants; but not
otherwise, . e - ’ :

Assuming that some Ontariin farmers may soon incline to part with their holdings at the

" - reduction I have ventired to indicate, T may now say that Ontario gencrally is an agreealle
place. I would think the climate (so far as wmy experience ‘and infurmation go). preferable.
to that of Scotland, or even to that of England probably. - The dry ‘clear air renders even-the,
hottest days no way. oppressive. . o s e - ;

. As to the land it-is very much like the lond at home, some of it very good and some of it very
middling. Its goodness or badness dcpends also very much on the way in which it is treated. *
So there is little use talking about the number of bushels of wheat or tons of turnip per dere.
But for® fruit-growing I never saw the like of Ontario—the peaches especially. If anythinga
would tie me to Ontario, it would be the peaches. - I helivve most of the tountry within o few
nmiles of Lake Erie is suited to the production of . this fruit in its greatest perfection.  Apples
grow to perfection throughout the entire Province ; and I believe both they and peaches yicld'a
good profit if skilfully managed. . . . - . \f ’ . .

1chall wind up these remarks on Ontazio, with a few extracts'from my diary : C -

"= 7tk August.—Sailed from Sarnia, for Duluth, whence we travel by rail to Manitoba. In the
steamer I fell in with a Mr. Allison, who has farmed in Ontario for many years.” He came
originally from Strathaven. With regard to clearing land in Ontario, he, as well.as another
expericnced ‘Ontarian who was with him, informed mo that an average man can clear ten acres
every winter ; a good man will do an acre a week. .And after burning the wood and scattoring

- the ashes, and scraping the land with a V harrow, may sow wheat, and rcap about forty bushels *
per acre the first year, the soil DLeéing well manured with the ashes. Part of the timber is of
course reserved for fencing. The snake fence is by far the cheapest in Canada. Quickset gets

* caten vp by mice in winger, and straight fenehiye is expensive, owing to the necessity for puiting

- the posts in very deep {(say three feeb), so as tb' prevent, them being thrown out when the thaw
-sets in.  Dairy steck pays pretty well ¢ con draw about' 45 dollars per cow, feeding 6n grass in
stmmer and hay and straw in winter, Few farms are wholly cleared. - Clearing is admitted on
ol hands to lie & heavy job; but with ordinary industry and perseverance, Mr. Allison firmly
maintained that a-mwan may begin on a forest lot and make his way steadily to fairly comfort-
able civcumstances ; and, of course, only a very small capital is wanted to begin-with ; in fact,
nrany have started with nothing but an axe and a small stock, of provisions. .

25tk September.—Met o farmer from near Niagara, whd—considers farming. on the whole,
fairly profitatle, especially: fruit-avowing; wheat on well-farmed, welbmuaniured Lund ) ields as

- much as thirty-five bushels per acre; maize and .arbificial grasses ar¢ the other crops in his
rotation, with one year fallow. 1is land, like all.land mear Niagara, is pretly sandy s thinks
fruit-growing prospers best near the Ialkes - A farm near Niagara, with say 10 per cent. under'\ :
fruit-treesy and with good housing, is stated by the gentleman referred to, to be worth 100 dollars .

© per acre overhead ; but farms without any considerable orchard may be had at 60 déllars per
acre, even if of high quality otherwise.” This gentleman considers that with .careful and libual
management, an Ontarian farm of 200 acres, of average yuality. should maintain its owner, and -
give him 1000 dollars per ennum to putin the bankin licu of rent.  Of course this 1000 dollars
repregents intercst on the value of the farm, say 12,000 doilars, and the stock, say 5000-dolias,
which is equal to about 6 per cent. on the monéy invested; the farmer's. own lebour being
thrown in against the board and lodging of Limself and family. -~ .

27th September.—Went through Thompson, Flannigan and Co.’s byres at Toronto, where .
about 4000 bullocks  are fed on" distillery slop for six montbs, commencing about' the -
1st November. The slop is forced through pipes from Gooderham and Worts's distillery, a mile .
off, and is run right into the cattle troughs, at 17 dollars per head for the scason. This, with &
little hay, is the only foud they get. With the facilities mentioned, four men attend 4o 510
cattle. I learncd that these cattle miust clear 65z per ewt. in Glasgow or Liverpool to make the .
trade pay, though if there were few accidents 60s. might not involve positive loss. "7

" These are not the best quality efcatile exported. The'best are,those which have been-grass
fed, and then finished off with corn ; it does not do to ship grass fed beasts without this finishing, =~ -
as they would be soft, and would lose serionsly on the vovage. ia

I am told good store stock is getting rather scarce in Canada now. .

: 80tk Seplember.—DMet an intelligent farmicer from Huron county. He says famo hands are

. cclting very scarce there, owing to the cmigration.to Mapitobs. This farmer, as well as many

others with whom I have conversed, inélines to nuae 60 dollars per acre as a fair average for .

sood farm in Ontwio, if without any special advantage, such as proximity to a large town. To
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. buy_.such a farm and stock it wotld probably not require very much more capital than would be
required merely to vent and stock a similar farm at home; but neither would the return be any
gredter over'a term of years, probably a good deal less generally, and with no better prospects of
selling out to advantage. The risks of serious or overwhelming loss afe, however, decidedly
fewer in Ontario than at home’; so that farmers with barely sufficient capital to carry on their-

, “" business, and unable on that account to stand through two or three bad seasons; such as Great

Britain is cccasionally visitedswith, might be able to keep out of difficulty in Ontario for a life-
“ time, which, so far, is a compensation for'the gencrally small profits of the calling in that
country. To retired merchants, Half-pay.officers, and other amateurs endowed with agricul-
- tural instinets, and with some independent income, I fancy that, on_ that account, Ontario

: might be considered preferable to either England or Scotland ; especially would I venture to
commiend: to such gentlemen the tract of country from Niagara westwards, along the shore
of Lake Erie, where the pleasure of growing peaches and other'fitie: fruits can be advautage~
ously added to the more ordinary occupations of the farmer. To the praclical farmer—to the
-man whose pleasure in the occupation is measured strictly by the profit:~I have no hesitation in
saying that, as prices of land go at present, the Eastern Townships are preferable to Ontario
for cattle raising, and that Manitolin is vastly preferable to both of them for grain growing.

I'almost forgot to mention that no one should on any account buy land hurriedly in Ontario. .

" It is particularly advisable to look at several places and make numerous inquiries before’ pur-
chasing, because the prices of land are in a transition.stage there at present, so that as

- much is often put upon a bad place - as upon a good one, according as the seller ay happen
- to think moderately or extravagantly of the prospects of the place, or, in other words, accurd-
ing as the seller may happen to be alive or ot alive to the depreciatihg influence which the
opening-up'of Manitoba,is bound to exercise upon the value of land in Ontario. ..

Perhaps the simplest way of fixing the value.of land in Ontario is the following : b

1. As there is always a surplus of-agricultural produce to export to England, prices in .-
,Ontario are naturally the same as in England, minus the cost of transportation thither. h -

"7 "2 Laud is of much the same ‘qualities, and labour much about the same expense in either

, country, so that, apart,from rent, the cost of production will be the same i either. -

3. The value ‘of an acre of land in Ontario is, therefore, just as much less than the same
in England as it costs to transport the produce of such land to England. Thus an’ acre of
well-farmed land in Ontario will produce 35 bushels of wheat; aand to transport szme to

- England, from, say Toronto, will, under ordinary circumstarnces, cost about 35s., so that the rent
- of the land ought to be 83s. less in Ontario than in England.’ In the same way we may-
.7 gount that a good three-year-old bullock represents a° year's produce of "about six . acres '
«~~of fairish land (besides labour), and it will cost at least £10 to cover all expenses of sending
to England and paying the exporter for his trouble: so that for gattle raising the Ontarian
land would require to be 33s. 4d. cheaper than the English\to cover $hat expense,® .

ismanm AND TUE NORTH:WEST, -

The immense territory indicated by these titlés i% of ‘the most varied qualities. Vast trocts
are baurren and worthless—vast tracts are extremely fertile. Again, narrowing down-our view
to any particular locality, it will be found,.just as at_home, that a very fine piece of land mayx
lie alongside a very middling piece. Bog and dry land, especially, are varieties to be found -in

.. very frequent contiguity.. So also in the same section you will often find the soil much thinner
, at ome place than at another. And, again,-over so enormous an expanse of territory, there are
necessarily varieties of climate, which of course also materially affect the agricultural pro-
perties of the localitiesin which they prevail. On the whole, therefore, it is not safe to indulge
in general statements regarding ihis Territory. And on the other hand, it is beyond the bounds
of practicability for us tp treat f every locality particularly. “We will therefore attempt to treat
-of a small part only ; and;-indeed for all practical purposes of emigration, it' is not necessary to do”
dnything more than that, as emigrants going out now will naturally settle either amongst those
already out or just beyond them. We will therefore confine our remaiks almost entirely to those -
parts of the country that are- already settled, and a little way beyond. This will not carzy us
nore than 250 miles west of Winnipeg., - : . - oo :

The Red River Valley, in which Winnipeg is situatedy is covered to o depth of probably over
two- feet on an average, with the richest soil I saw in all my travels. But a very large propor-
tion of it is too wes for cultivation. ' Thesg boggy parts yield heavy crops of hay—rather coarse-
looking stuff, but undeniably nutritious, and not distasteful to the beasts.” It is an open question

- whethor these wet tracts will admif of. being thoroughly drained, owing to the extremely lexel

" character of the valley. I feel pretty sure that tile drains will not do as all events, both because

* Nore.—It should be mentioned that onlya smull quantity ofthe land in Ontario is -rented ! the farmers
generally bem¥ their own Jandlords ; also that the taxes arc light. rarely exceeding about 1s. G6d. per acre, and
that the cost of living is cheaper than in Englond. | <« 7 \ ' - E
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" of there, bemu too little fa.ll a.ud beeanse of the severxty of thc fl()bt.\, W, hu,h \vxll i deeper than "
“the tiles could be pus, and w ould bhe certain to disturb them seriously.- I fancy thclefore thatopen- =
drainageis the only-kind’ pra.ct\c'\.ble and this is already being taken in hand.by the Govérnment.
The plan of the Government is to cut good-sized ditches™ at, right _ angles to therivers, and to .
let the stttlers drain their lands’into- these, by means-of ploufvh furrows, or shallow-open drains, - -
Foztuna,tel;, the soil ‘is well suited to this, sort of drainage, for it has been found that once's -
‘ditch is cut and set running; it has ‘no-tendency.to fill -up, but rather wesirs grn.dually deeper .
_and- wider, 8o that in time these Government ditches Will 1o doubt become small rivers. -These ™.~
“ditches™will’ of course require to-be paid for by means of taxation. If the Bed River Valley land. .-
can-be drained at any thmf‘c life a small figure, I hiave no-doubt.it would pay to do -jtéven 3ugt\~\‘-. .
now, as when dry, it is undenmbly the: best wheat land on' the American continent.” In any; .
“ase, it willl pay to drain it some day, no matter what the cost’; though of course:it would be
fovlish in the Government,: ‘or any individual proprietor, to lay ouhny heavy expenditure omwit "
.~ ‘just now, while there is yet abmldance of ne'\.rly as good land dry 'md rewdy for th:. pluuvh in.
7: _he immediate ‘neighbourhood, - R
As for the naturally dry la.nd of the Red Rn er 'Vu.lley in Mamtoha, all'T can say. fo that
- there xs nothmﬂ like it. ‘The wheat crops. which"it’ praduces do not;tit is true, showsuchan . -
averagc as’ would be considered’ great'in England ; but that:is not thie ‘fault of the land, " I
_ suppose the farmers find that it-pays them bctt.cr to tlll . big breadth badly than g small breadth -
well. ” At all ‘events ‘that is’ what they seem inclined to do. "But withal,'the extent under
. cultivation is still insignificant in  comparison with what is lying in itsnatural state. - * -~
‘About 40 bushels to the acre is the best yicld .of wheat I came across, evén in the Red Rlver
" Valléy ; and I doubt if the average. this year would-be much over half that, owing to the éxcep-
. t®nally late and wet seedm«-txme. But with really carcful management, mcludmr' a little ..
H manure and an. oceasional fa.Ilowm« T cannot but ihink the average wheat-yield of dry land in
*.. the Red River Valley should reach 50 bushels, or even more than that in the northern half of the’
, . valley. "The further south you go the land loges-in-strength and: gains in dryness, until away far
south, 'in the states of ancsota and DaLot:-v. 1(: becomes qmte snncly - All Mamto]m., howev er,
s stron« -enough. Dl
. There is a large tract of <renera,lly dry land from Poplar Point to Port’we Ta- Prairie, or, sn.y,
from forty miles west of \mepw onwards-to seventy miles wést of that city. . I would almost-
venture to say that, take it all over, there is not a, better tract of -Jand titan this;'and of egual
- extent, in all Manitoba: ‘The value.of land in this quarter is » thing not easy to fix. Someunen -
.Seek as bigh as 13 dollars per a.cre, while others, with equally good land, wouldl scll it at half -
that,.or even less. - This district is already penetrated by the Canadian Paclﬁc Railway.
Lo Of course there is no hee-«rrant land now ‘obtainable here, so that it maj.notsuit’ emigrants
of small- means ; but, for men with £1000 or upivards of ‘capital, I incline to think it is Worthy
. .of attention. Its better sitnation and its higher quality render it all its price more valuable than
the lands of the Far West.—- Wood and, water are also pretty easily procuralile- herepbouts. As a -
result of 2 good deal of inquiry, I believé. wheat can be producedin this quarter at 2s. per bushel "
_ just now ;.but, with tie- natural development of facilities, it may probably become practicable to |
" «~produce it proﬁts.bly at even a lower figure, the land wants so little labour and so-little manuge. -
WHen the new railway is ready,.as it will be very soon; it will be easy to deliver this whestin .~
- England at about 1s. 6d. per bushel ; o thif once .Manitoba gets fmrlyset awomg, 1t is hard to,
" see how wheat in England iy to average over 3s. 6d. per bushel, R
. But it-will-take; txme to come to that. *Fer the present, farmers in Mamtoba. haveso littlle . °
" capital in comparison with the extent of their lands, that only very trifling ‘areas get put under
crop. There can be no mistake, however, as to  the merits of the country for wheat-growing. -
No part of the United States (so far as I have seen or he-u'd), nor Ontario, nor-Great. Bntam, can
. possibly compete with it, taking Ia,nd at its present prices in Manitoba and in these-other places—- —. .
respectively ;. 50 that, once the “wheat- -growing capabilities of Manitoba aré extenswely utxlxsed,
the value of wheat-growing land in- these other places must seriously‘deteriorate. - C
Wet land in the Red River Valley is not wortli over 2 dollars per acre; half tha.t would be .
as much as it would bring if far from Wmmper' or from the new railway. -
The Mennonites have some very fine land reserved for them. The term of reserva.tlon, how-.
ever, has nearly expired now ;"and as a large portion has not yet been settled by these people, the :
" same will be thrown open’ “for gerieral settlement. . Of that I was-assured by-the authorities.
Asguming that this will be: done, I would incline to recommeénd emigrants o have an.eye to
_ these Menuonite lands. I drove- ‘through onle of the settlements—the cne to the west and north-
. west of Emerson—and am safe to say it is well worthy of attention. The soil is barely so strong’
- as that from Poplar Point to Portage la Prairie, but it_is strong enough, and-very evenly and’
satjsfactorily dry. The proximity ‘of ‘the Mennonites is also an adv‘\*'*ao'e as it ensures an °
. abundant supply of labour. - I believe these Mennonites are peacedble- enou'*h people ; but it is
‘absurd to compare them, as has’often been done, to the members of the Socxety of Fnends. . i
. This. Mennonite land is within comparatively-easy access of Emerson r.ulway station,'so .
that, on the whole, T think farmer3 with means might advantageouslyinvest in it, if the Govern- - .
ment, baprepnred to sell at areasona.ble r'rbe-say 5 dollara. per acre; a.nd I scarcely e'cpec from -
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e l‘ml\tllxxmvl an., t). & th ey -will «\1 more, At t‘r\t prxce, an e‘ncrfvetxc man of f-v. r me'mb—-say

L.
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&2 ptr acre—would Ue alle to' clear off the cost of his land the very fivst year, so that he would

“ever aftirwards ‘be as we! el off as Jf he had taken up frec-grant I'm(l, and he would, of ‘course, have .

his mxﬂwdmte market, and .otherwise advantagcons: sxtuatmn, all to the gond. lmmrmmts with

means ghould cerluinly keep these circumstances in.view. Tf théy go away Far West, ‘where there ‘

is no nulwa\' nor macket for produce; they must sit still till snch arrive,” If, on the otherband,
they spend 5 to 10 dollirg dn-aere in the ,purc]nsc of first-cluss land immediately dccessible to «

market or to & railway, theymay cleéar 6 21l the: purchass-money the while the sett)ar on the | |
« free-grant lands further, west is w aiting for the uul\..\ to arriv €, \.fore ke can bef'm opcratlouq :

at all extensively. - %
» Throughout the Red Rx\ or Val]cy {and it is larner than all - déoth‘nd) theye ﬂte o any racts

- of-fine lund besides the two T have referred to, And then there are also nany sections; which
are partly dry and_partly web; but for-ihe pw&cut these need not be particularly referred to, *

Ve

rexcept to say that’ zanyone. whose funcy lics towards o ‘place of that’ kind, would reqlm‘e to be
careinl where he: pl’mbul his_house, so as to ensure fox lmu-,df a ch) road to thc oubu- world at
- all seasomns.

‘Lo pot know that T ncz.d mphm that & vast os tent of thc Red 'Ru er Va‘lcy is in the hands

. —of speculators, who bmlg,ht it wp from the.Half-breeds. The ¢ Haif-breeds had 1,400,000, acres

« allotted to them by Government, a gread Qepl of which has gat into the,hands of various specu-
lators in Winnipey and clséwhore. In»m mny such eases a b stle of whisKy was sufficiint to buy

and the-Assiniboine, was or wmal]) allotted~in Strips to the dxbr.h.u«r(.d servants of the Hudson’s
Bay Coiupany, who still hold them ti a considerable extent, but re mostly willing to sell at
reasonable rates. 1f T were bu) ing a farm in Manitoba, I would think it an important ads antage
to have-one or more of these river strips in addition to any othér land T might h.,,ve. S0 as to
ensure a supply ‘of wood, which, for the .present at lcast, grows hardly an)\»hue in Munitoba,

exceptalong the banks of these hxge rivers.. 'Lhc unlimited suppl) of wateris alio an adva.n’ra”e, I

though there ae few placesinwhich w ater mdy not be had by means of wells,

1t'is well enough known that the river water isnot very sood; and ‘that the well watcr oven

is not ull good ;in fa(,t much of ¢t is very middling, and plenty of it.very bad. There seems
little:reason to doubt, ho“ ¢ver, that good water will be found in amp};‘qumltxtxes’imall localities

- 'b_y means of deeper w ‘ells than can be-conv eniently sunk by settlers nc’fmmlly just now:
1n concluding my remarks on the soil_of this most splendid v.tllep T have tossay that, for the.-
prescnt at least, itis disagreeable in wet weather: 'The mud is something quite mcomparable in-:

point of shcluness, and the rain brings forth small frogs in millions! The settlers make soup
{xom the hind-legs of these sxeatures, and declare it to be very fine. I never tasted it. -

There'is not such a thing as\n hard rodd in the country, so that thé mud is a thing. that -can-
1ot be escaped if one goes otitof doors at all in wet weather. Even’the streets of Winnipeg are
stlll innocent of all hard maberi: al, except the footpaths, so that, after a da.y" s rain, the korses are’
up bey: ond their knces and the carts to their axles. Things, howe\ er, will no doubt n'mdua'lly
grow right i in all thése respects ; 3 for it is really incoicei able that a countyy so extremely capablé
of furnLhmD forth the necessaries of life, should remain for ever disagreeable in iny respeet that
admits of being mended by the'inbabitants. Of. course it will take time to bring about.these
improvements, , but probably not a long time.* There are’ abundant-sypplies of gra.vel and road-’
wmetal now obfdinable for Winnipeg by means of the railway. In the country districts; however, -
mctal roads may remain scarce fur many a da) ;5 and; in fact, with the ¢xception of two or'three
months in the year, tliey are not” wanted:; for in the g;? weather the land itself makes an.

+

. a firm.. Then againy all the land, for two to four mules back, along the banks of the Red River . -

exceptionally good road, fit to stand any- alnount of traffic; and:then, i in the winter months, the .

whole countr_y is as ha 1d as iron.

.Ancther momentary drawback to M-zmtob'l.-ls the presence of so m:my bhck'bxrds there are
millions of them. Unless something is dong'to keep them down, they will pmctxcally diminish_"
the yield of wheat $0.a sexious extent. -Ioweyer, as they are. good for eating, I have mo ‘doubt’
they will be kept duly ‘down Ly -.m\by ‘lhc mosquxtoc:. are alsc a httl.e troublesome, but not’
very.

Of all the drawbacks ‘to Manitoba, howcver, the’ most mn*e-‘ml one, and in my humble

" opinion the only one worth calling a drawback, is .an occasional plague- of locusts, or some such

insects, which eat up every green thing. -I believe that, on an average, of years, their rivages ’
. do not amount to .tn)thmg insufferable ; but if they were to happen %o come for tivo or three
‘years in close successior, they might leave very little food for man or besst. ~Judging -from
. past experience, however, the chunces of so “calamitous a visitation are not great. During the -
"preseut century they+haye appeared in devastating numbers only three or four times, and that

“at long intervals. So, if they be no worse in the" Tuture than thl,) ha.ve been.in the past, no one :
. need shun the countr 'y on their account. . L

The long winter is also a'thing to be’ considered. Thc country is as hard as iron for five .
months, and. the temperature muck 16wer than we know any thing at 21l about in Scotland. It

* Nori—Manitoba is now.being divided into municipal ‘districts ; and one of the first dutiés of those cor-
,pbntxous w:dl bein rega.r-i to road,s in the Province.
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s not unbearable; however.  People who hmvc:]n ed throurrb it for 5em~s ook quite well 5 and,”
indeed, they declare it to'be by no means so dissgreeable as the raw web wintry weather of the
British Tslwds. It is seldom thiat one catches cold out therc. The dry clear sir sceis to
prevént that, in wet and cold weather alike. X .myself have slept in damp clothes, with the
- wind ‘whistling through theé teut aliout my ears, and still awoke in the morning fresh "and well,
and " without a vesu"o of cold, 1f you expose yourself thoughtlessly in winter, _',6(1‘”m"'\.y geb
frozen to denth ; ot “you won't catch coId The climate is;in’ fact, undeninbly healthy i but
care must be takm in winter not to go far from_the housc without amplc precautions, in the
: sha.pe of buffalo robos or other warm clot hing. - T

- Of course nothing can be done on, the land during these winter months ; but still a goed dea,l
of»employment mf\.y"bc fotnd in putting up housing,. ha.ulmfr wood thxeshm" :md,.g;mknw ”mm to,
market or railway station, attending.to catile, ete.

Spemkmrv of cattle, T may say th.xt T doukt if they awill ever be other ‘than & second'xry con-+
- sideration In-the Red Rivdy Valley. The long winter, and the. ncccxsxty ‘for. house ferding, will .

. al\m)s makeit dear to raire them there, in- comparison, ap all’ evéiits, with the cost of vaising: -
“"them away in the Far West, near the base of the Racky Mount..lm where the winters are
‘greatly milder, and the eattle never require to be housed at zll. At the same ‘time it iy the fact~
that there is @ decided scarcity of cattle in-ihe eountry. at present ; and so long s that may
. happen to continue, the rearing of thiém cannot fail to be profitable. Lookmrr bLy(md the geeidents
of the moment, however;, wheat is the thing that is to make the cmmtrv T xch That is* “he product
with which it can defy*the competition of the rest of the world. - That and potatods; butsthey,
of course, are not so well suifed for export. I hever saw such a cowitry for pota*oeq—tc‘h tons
to the acre—with. no manure, and no cultivation worthy of. the name. Turnips, carrots aad |
other vegetables Also very strong. T'snw no beans,growing, buf I cannot h,_glp thinking it. might
be a good country for then, ‘and that they.would be a good~ crop to alternite occwnnally with
the wheat: Oats grow healthy and strong, and heavy to the acre, but not heary to the bushel 3
they ripen too fast.. By-dhd-by it is very llkdy that s variety better suited to the climate may

- be-found. -So also with.wheat; it would be a-gréat thing. for the countr ry it - they could find a.
variety that would stand] through the winter: at pruent spring wheat is the only sort culti-
vated. It would divide the work mugh’ better if the.wheat sdwmn‘ cunM be got over in autr 'ul,
nnd no doult it wpuld help to, léad to heaviererops as well. .

. The labour quéstion is; one that has not yet - presented any dlfﬁculby Labourers, it is true,
‘are ot plentiful, but-the demand for them 1s.nob:gredt either. -~ Were-eapitalpoured ab all freely -
into the country, I have little doubt hbourcrs would also turn up.  ¥rom away far south, in the
United States, Jarge numbers; of Yneii sct out anmially to reap the harvest.northwards, and north: -
wards through “Dakota. 'I'hey will no deubt go over the border into Manitoba, as soon-as they
are wanted. Then there are Memmmtes, :md Indians,-and Half-breeds, - who, though lazy, are
fond of _dollars, and will dotbtless grow gradually willing to do » good deal to get them. Tor a
. long time therc will also be a stream of fresh immigr: ants :mnunlly, many of whom w111 probably -
- 'incline to hire themsélyes out for a scason before ketclmf' down.

‘We shall now proceed to the North-West Texmtory, where those emigrants must go who want
to take up the free grant lands, Before leaving. the Red River Valley, however, I would like.to
say. that if, by the time thisTeport gets publ‘shed it $hould happen that the unsettled Mennonite
. Iands, already referred to, are offered by the Government as free grants, rather than for sale, it
would, I think, be morz immediately profitable to scttls on them, rather- than go further west.-
.-The “poinit will no doubt be decided shortly, so that anyone going out next season will easily
obtam {the information. from any of. the emigration agents;

'7‘ oy

y ‘,

. Beaving the’ Red River’ Valley about 25. miles to the west of Portage la Prairie, or 90 mllcs L

toﬂle west of Winnijieg, we pass through'a section of rising sandy land, which would incline one to”
think that the Red River. Valley may ‘at oric time have been a great lake, and this its margin, -
- The character of- the country is now very different from what we have been accustomed to since .
"we entered the Red River Valjey,at Glyndon, 4in Minncsota. From then till' now, all the land we

* have seen has been as flat as a fable, and in many places not 4 tree nora hut to be seen—nothing _ -
but grass, as far as the eye cotild-reach. We felt the monotony.of the-scene somewhat oppressive
“at first, but soon got used to it.’ Now, however, that we have got out of the Red River Valley, .-
we are-away from all that ; and on these sandy ridges we feel as if we were at home, except for
the scarcity of houses and of pépulation. = This sort of land extends from the Red River Valley
to the Big Plain, a distance of ‘perhaps 15 miles. 'There are odd bits of very good land amongst

* these ridges—sandier than inthe Red River Valley, -and will not stand such hea,vy cropping, but
“still’ very. good, deep, black land. I stayed overnight with a gentleman who had purchased 430
acres of it, at about two dollars per acre, with abundance of Wwood and water of best quality.
He has also the 'advantage of being surrounded by that sandy land, which is' not’ likely to get
settled up for many a da.y, and so he may have the use of it'gratis. .

- “The Big Plain, which we enter after half a-day's journey over the mixed stretch just referred
to, is almost as monotonous as the Red River Vallpy. No, trees and no streams, but still plenty

- of good water in' wells. There are a'good many settlers on the plain, and room for a good many

- more, The land is nice dvy relinble looking stuff, but just- 3 trifle tvo sandy. 'l‘he black soil,

B v
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]40\\'0\"91‘, 'is decp, probably 18 inches "ot an average, and the® eraps aro healthy and-of fair

.ayeight; wheat perhaps 20 to 23" bushels par acre.  Grass docs npt grow strong here ;° thes

soil i too dry and sandy for it. This plain will'be, I think, about a thousand square miles in
extent, I did not sec much wet land ‘on it—certainly not more than enough for-hay. On
the whole it is a moderately good place to seltle.. ' But, of course, its qualities. will not last so-
lofig as where the land is heavier. - 7 : : v

After, leaving the Big Plain, we 'pas; tﬁrdu‘gh a. rogion of ponds ;u;d bl'lxshwao@ for A

. 20 miles, with™ very few settlers ; this brings us close t¢ Minnedosa, -on the' Little Sas-

katchewan, and then we .find a few settlers, All this broken pondy land is of decidedly.

S The s

“Gver,is an expense to which 16 dne will think of going Tor the present. ™ For prazing if iz, fne.ag., »

& ~.supexior. quality, ﬁ;},g!j{( is said that many.of the pools admit of easy drainage. That, how-, -

.. itis, and there is'an unlimited supply of hay ; so, any one who is determined to try stock farming,

».with ‘quité-n liiirited oxtent.of-ploughinganight do very well hepe. - These: ponds are alive with . -

>

" mostly of pretty good quality, with swampy bits.cvery here and there, énly suitable for hay.
. In all this stretch-of 20 miles wé found mo ‘good water, and almost no_trees, and very few
settlers. ' I would have a suspicion that this stretch.is.afflicted with the presence. of too much

. This ¢narter is worthy of some dttention.. It has been ncglected owing to a place of superior].

. have now béen taken up; so that the large district down the Oak River, to the south of Shoalj
... Lake, may now aflord as goed frée-grant land as may be found, unless by going still further west
" . than the superior district above referred to. The soil hereabouts is 12 to 18 inches dcep, resting

ducks. Minnedosa is called a-city, but it is quite a small place” There'are several good stores”

in it, saw-mill, grist-mill; smithy, stopping-houscs, cte. " The-Little Saskatchewan is a consider- -
-able-river of good water, and plenty. of timber on its banks higher-up.  For 10 ‘miles west of,
Minnedosa the land.continues bushy and pondy. ‘For'the ncxt 20 miles thére is«ralling prairie]

alkall: - The taste of the- watir and the appearance of the grass both indicate -sométhing of,
that kind. The next few miles are too low lying and wet for ploughing ; and then Shoal Lake,
(a mounted police station) is reaclicd, 40 miles from Minnedusa. - ' TN B
Shoal Lake is clear'fine water, witha gravelly beach—a pretty.place with g most cquortz&\’le- "
stopping-house. = All ‘the land to the north-cast of Shoal Lake, towards Riding Mountain, ‘is, |
" pretty well settled, chiefly by Scetch. ~ But towards' the south there are few scttlers, though the)
- Jand is good, and the water good, but*timber somewhat scarce, while to-the north it is abundant,

attractions having been discovered.further west. ‘But many of the bést-scetions of the ‘latter

" Lake. A joiner also might probably do well. Of course they would take up.free-grant land.

on a good subsoil of medium stiffness, not too ‘sandy.. . A blacksmith is much wantcd at'Shoal

From Shoal Lake westwards to the village'of Birtle, on Bird Tail Creek, 20 miles, the lan
continues generally good, and some of it everything that one could wish. It is'not yet exten: '
sively settled ; but many of the very best lots are takenup. There is a good deal of first-class \
hay land hereabouts, the marshes being large, and not,too wet. Most of them admit.of easy’
drainage into-the creeks, which 'mostly Tun in deep gorges out in this quarter., In this tract of

-20.miles, between Shoal-Lake and Bird Tail Creek, there is still an abundance of free-grant land -
of good quality open for settlement. . The land office for it is”at Birtle, snd the gentlemen ig )
charge are very capable and obliging. The country is diversified somewhat; and pleasant tolook -

‘ot ;3 and the soil.almost all of satisfactory strength and depth. Altogether it is 4 decidedly goad
locality. When I was there the land was not all surveyed, and immigrants then arrivifig were
in some difficulty where to squat, as, if they happeued to settle on land that was mot free-gm%t

land, they might subsequently be ¢ompelled cither to remove.or pay a price for it.. Next season

there will be no difficulty of that kind in this quarter at least, - - — .

Of course it is to be remembered that this place is over 200 miles from Winnipeg, ard that
until the Canadian Pacific Railway is extended this Jength, there will be no reliable market for
produce: Incoming settlers may want a little, and in some -seasons Government may possibly «
want to buy a good deal to, feed the Indians ; but neither of these markets can be considered

sufficient. Of course; even without the railway, no setfler i$ in danger of starving in such|/s .

fertile country ; but if once the railwaywere there, I cannot but think ‘that the settlers might

soon find themselves getting into really comfortable circumstances. The workmen engaged in

making the railway will want 2 lot of farm produce. , . L. do
In travelling from Birtle to Fort Ellice,I went a round-about way, by the east side .of Bird -

Tail Creek, and through an Indian reserve: On this' foutcI passed over some of the very finest

land imaginable-—within an ace of being as.strong as the Red River land, with natural grass that
could not be surpassed, aburidance of fine water and wood, and.a sufficiently diversified landscape.

I cannot concéive any immigrant to this quarter ever regretting his choice of a home. Here the

t River Assiniboine flows very tortuously through an immense gorge about half a mile wide

- and 200.to 300 feet down below the level of the surrounding prairie. For two or three miles back

‘from the river, on either bank, the land is quite too light and sandy, but after that it is mostly good.

* Journeying northwards from Fort Ellice to Shell River, we pass over, first, two or three miles™

1of }ight land—for the next ten miles the land is stronger, soil two feet deep, with a nice moderately”
strong subsoil-—all fit for ploughing, except 'a few large hay marshes, which could be very easily
drained, but they are probahly more useful as they are. Beyond "this the land grows still

N . i - !
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 stronger as werget porth towards Shell River, but is a:good deal more broken, more pomls, more

wood, more bush! As a rule, in- this North-West Territory, it hag scemed to me that the.strongest
" lands are almost all encumbered a good, deal -wit]hponds and-brushwood ; which indeed is only ~

natural, as the lighter, sandier land, will- neither holdvater nor grow rubbish (or anything else)
-go well as the stronger soils. Consequently anyone who is berd” upon having the very best class
.of soil must; as*a rule, make up his mind to'some éxtra preliminary labour at clearing and

+ . draining Defore he can have the whole of his land'ready for the plough. -On all sections, however,
there is a, large proportion of immediately ploughable Jand. Very little ‘of the large tract
bounded on the west aud south by thé Assiniboine, on the north-west by Shell River, and on

. the east. by Bird Tail Creek, is yct occupied, except-along the bauks of. Bird-T'ail Creek, and -

sabout thirty families’at Shell River settlement. All of the settlers in these parts to whom I

- spoke .appeared to be really:cheerful and satisfied y7and, I-incling to .think they well may. As . .

" good 2 farm can be ‘ot here as to the cast.of Bird Tail Creek, to which I have already referrdd ;

. <*gnd abetter:onemay be had -in -either- of these; localities than at any point for many-miles -
“further west, beyond the Assiniboine.” .In fact, once this Shell River district andall east of ©

_-it_ gets taken up, it is Aet unlikely that immigrants to the North-West may pass over more than
100-milcs of pdor or middling country s as to get to the neighbourhood of the Touchwood Hills,

Avhere the best classvof land is ‘'said te-be quite plentiful. ~ Away up here in the ‘North-West, .
"-there-is one considcrable drawback, as compared with.the Red River Valley; and that is that.
_ the seasons for seeding and reaping are shorter by severnl days—perhaps-even a week or ten

days sometimes,  Settlers up here would thercfore probably do well not to go-in too exclusively

»'for cropping. A finer district for dairy-farming could. hardly be imagined.

29th dugust.~—Drove from Tort Bllice with Mr. McDonald, Hudson's Bay Company’s factor, " :

" .ten miles north-east, to see Mr. Dawson from Lincolnshire, who settled here last year ; passed

over a large tract of most desirable land. Mr. Dawson is on'the west baik of Snake Creek, and

has good crops and a splendid farm. ™ He has just purchased -eight or nine very fine Galloway
- cattle. . Mr. McDonald (who knows all this country well) informs me that awsy to the south of
' Fort Ellice the land is good, but destitute- of Ltimber, except-along the river bank. Mr. McDonald
thinks highly of the land away westwards, by the Qu'appelle, and in the Touchwood Hill district,

" although for thefirst eighteen miles Wwest of the Assiniboine it i, not good. This js also the-
report of Mr. McLean, the Hudson's Bay factor from Fort Qu'appelle, whom T had the pleasure.

of meeting at Fort Ellice. . Mr. McDonald also informs me that to the north-north-west of Shell
River-the country-generally-is-only suitable for cattle, being a good.deal broken, and the seasons
rather uncertain. The wood region does not begin till north of Tort' Pelly, which is 120 miles
north of Fort Ellice. -Mr. Marcus Smith, of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Survey, called at

Fort Ellice to-day. -He hasbeen up and down the country surveying.for nine years, and gave
much valuable and reliable information, which is interwoven here and there throughout this . |
report. 'We now turn homewards, with-a feeling that we shall’ look in vain for any finer farms .

than are to be found on the best sections of the Bird Tail Creek and Shell River districts ; and
as there is'comparatively. little of it yet -taken up, I have no doubt all immigrants for the next

" year or two may find lots to their mind. | - -

Driving ‘south-east from Fort Ellice, along the north bank of the Assiniboine, we find the
. first sixty miles to be rolling tre¢less prairie—much of the soil rather too light, but-still here and

there & picce satisfactorily strong : very few settlers or all this. “On one of the-Indian reserves .
I saw some really good crops, and most creditably managed ; in fact, I did not see-any more .

tidy farming in Canada. I am sorry to say, however,.that the Indians are not so industrious
throughout the entire country as they seem-to be on this' reserve. The land composing the
- vescrve referred tois pretty sandy, and of course easier to manage than the stronger soils ; in that
respect it is well suited for beginners, like .the Indians ; and I would almost venture to suggest
to the Dominion Government the propriety of seeing that all the Indian reserves should be
composed of land of that class. On other reservés, where. the land was immensely stronger, but
of course less easy to manage, I found & much less satisfactory result. At the mouth of the Oak
River there is one of these reserves, on low-lying alluvial soil of a quality equal to the Red River

Valley; but not nearly so suitable for Indian farming as the lighter lands on the - plains. -

From that onwards-towards Rapid City- the treeless prairie continues for twelve_or fourteen
miles—soil still rather sgndy generally—black, say fifteen inches, with rather a sandy loam for
‘subsoil. Noene of the grass on this light land is heavy ; but it is nice grass, and, in the course of
time, this may come to be a fing sheep country, Water seldom seen, but said to be easily pro-
curable by means of wells.. Saw one settler (an Ontarian), who said he rather. preferred this
light sharp land to'the stronger soils further north, owing to.the shortness of the seasons for
sowing and reaping. .In this he is so far right, though, on the whole, I would rather have the
stronger land, and not crop more than I could easily overtake in even'the shortest of seasons,

devoting the rest of the land to dairy or stock farming, as already indicated. On nearing Rapid -

NG

City the soil gets stronger, andalso (as a consequence, I suppose) more broken by ponds aid .

serub.  All the good bits of the Little Saskatchewan district near Rapid City appear to be’

taken up. Rapid City is growing quickly. 1tis a nicely .situated place—not too flat, like

Winnipeg and Portage In Prairie.  Plasterers herc are getting 14s. per day, and carpenters 95.

. - .
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An agrienttural collede is huing e-tablisheil in the fmme liate vielnily of Ranid’ City, <imilar
to that at Guelph, in Ontazio, avhence several profoswors are coming.  Tha (taflyh one is self-
supporting,. I 'am told, through stadent-labour, and this one is ‘expectad to prove so too, [
) possesses 1000 acres of land.* I thought T saw g deal of public spirit and enterprive abont Rapid
——City-Good-land;withintwo-or-three-mhiles-of—Rapid—-Citys-sells-at—10 -t0-20-180ars-per-acre j——
. further out, ahont 3 to 5 dollars.  Away to the south of Rapid Citv, on the Big Plain, there is

_ a good deal of renlly fine land, Crops look well; a patch’of alkali here and there; wood and -

water hoth scarce,. though it is not doubted the latter may be had anywhere byncans of wells.
As we pass on to the south-east we findea.good many somewhat gravelly places, with some -
© stony, also a few pond-holes all dried’ up at present, and yielding. héavy crops of hay. - The'

+ natural grass on this plain gencrally is not so light as’it is on more elevated plains of equalr,

" ‘quality of soil:' "There ig still plenty of fre¢-grant land available on this plain, and, thoushitis

. not all first-rate, there are many first-rate sections to he had for the looking for. But it is about |

- a8 utterly shelterléss as any part 'of the Red River Valley., Withal, if wood for building and fuel
were only a little casier to get, T have no déubt the proximity ‘of Rapid City and thenavigabld
waters. of the  Assinihoine, and also its own considerable - agricultural merits, would soon lead
to this plain being all taken up. The Assiniboinc banks here.are low—no preat gorge as at
Fort: Ellice—and the’ land adjoining them is of superior quality. The ferryman at Rapids. .-

".Crossing has good crops of wheat, oats, and potatoes, . The wheat looks like *30-bushels to the
acre, hut the blackbirds will soon make it less.. At five, roiles.gouth of the Assiniboine we find"
black sindy loam 18 inchies, with pretty stiff subsnil$ilso numerous patches of grawvel ; good
water supply 3 wood at Brandon Hills, three miles off. The land generally improves as we get
nearer these hills, A good many settlers in this part, but plenty of good land still unoccupied.
The land here is rather stronger than it is on the open, trecless prairies we have been passing

-gver, but not ‘so strong as in the broken pondy district of the Little Saskatchewan, or in the

- districts of Bird Tail Creck ahd Shell River, ~On the-whole, this Brandon il quarteris a -
decidedly desirable one; but, of course, all the Best free-grant scetions'in it have been talen up.

. T am assured, however, that pretty good ones are still to. be had in the neighbourhood, and of
course there are plenty of unoccupied railway sections of the best quality for sale; and thé

-+ price will probably-not be high, though ‘4t present it is 'not possible; I believe, to speak with
certainty on that point.* | - L e T T

‘We now pass throngh the Grand Valley, where there is much fine land pretty well taken upy
. and a good deal of rather gravelly land not much taken up. On arriving at-the Souris' Land
Office, we learned from the agent. that immigrants to his district next season will be advised to
go twenty miles-southwards to the Souris Plain, and westwards irito the Plum Creek neighbour-
hood, where he-says there-is good timber and better land than any previously surveyed in this
part of the country. -I am sorry to say that, owing to an accident to one of the horses, it was
impossible, for me to go west to sce this Plum Creele district ; but I .incline to believe theireport -
. of the land agent respecting.it may ‘possibly be correct, as I heard from another- rcliable gentle- -
- mean, while at Fort-Ellice, that the land about Oak Lake (out of which-Plum Creck flows into-
- the Souris) is of high ‘quality. I would be doubtful, Rowever, if any of it is as strong or-good as
.the best+lands in the region of the Bird Tl‘l‘i,l and the Shell River. *
We stayed over the night at Milford, a rising townf stores, a smithy, a saw-mill, and
" the prospect of a grist-mill next year. Called next'day on Messrs. Callander and. Reid, five miles
south-east of Milford, on the banks of Oak Creek : fine water, plenty of ‘timber, beautiful sitna-
tion, and a decidedly good farm. If the land agent’s paradise at Plum Creck is as good ‘as this, .
. I can recommend it. ~ But there is no firstclass free-grant land just hereabouts now-—none til -
. we get up to about Lang’s Valley, where the Soiris, coming from the west, bends northwards.:
From Callander.and Reid’s towards-Lang’s Valley the land for the first seven or "eight miles
is pretty good prairie, then a large tract of somewhat hilly land, say, five miles north and south,.
by fifteen east and west. In this'hilly quarter there. are sév.ral'fine lakes, and plenty of good. -
grazing and hay land ; also some timber and evidently some heavy game.. I sawa bear, and
plenty of foxes, also a few deer. A ‘finer; country than this for hunting in could hardly be -
-imagined. In’.this clear, exhilarating! atmosphere good “horses can hardly be -tired out.

- Lang’s Villey, at the hend of-the Souris, is quite a dip down from'the level of the surrounding
prairie’; it is not an extensive tract. There is & nice little stream of water running through it,
the last we shall sée for a good while. Most of the land in the valley is good hay.land ; some of
it dry enough'to plough. . Mr. Lang praises the.land away ‘west by Plum Creek. o

_Leaving Lang’s Valley we enter on a vast_cxpanse of slightly rolling prairie, which extends
southwards for twenty miles or so to the Turtle Mountains; and westwards hundreds of. miles.
- On the borders of this plain, adjoining Lang’s Valley, there is some timber, and the only settler -

- on it told me he found good water by digging an eight-foot well. “A large tract of the land just
here is worthy.of special attention. Where the wellabove referied to was sunk the black soil is two
feet deep, with layers of clay-and sand underneath. - The black soil is a sandy loam of miedium

‘ * Nore.—Tho maximum price of the rallway lands along the route of the Canadian Pacific Railway is'5
. dels, (£1) per acre, | . - . ] . . -



\ b

T Plv\l“fr Iuwric's Report.- o ' 9%

strength—really useful land, and will-bg casy .to work. . No drainage will be necessary here-.
. abouts, .nor any clearing away of bush. ' There are a fow hay macshes, bus not more than will be
wanted ; and every other acre is immediattly fit.for ploughihg.  Along the banks-of the Souris
there is sufficient timber for immediately afljoining’ settlers ; and when'it runs down there will,

—T-believe,-alwiys be o praguicability of gétting boards ag the Milford saw-mill.  On the whole, -
T think I might venture todspecially recommendsthis-quarter-to- the-attention_of any_im.

. migrants who fecl as if they might be dishéartencd by the ponds and brushwood of the stronger
land’ up about the Shell River:: ' '\‘ \ o ' Lo AN

© - But let it not be supposed that, all this vast Sourls plain’is equally good. T spent several .
days on it, taking a very zigzag course ; and.I do not know that I found any of it better than .
the piece, of abont astownship in extent {say) thivty-six square miles).in the.vicinity of Lang’s -

" Valley, already referred to. Beyond that, westwards for ahout Gftceriniles, there is argood deal. « » »
of the land gravelly, with very thin soil ; and gJso a good déal of it stony. But, interspersed’
therewith, one also ¢omes across many a goodlbit; and of course anyone going in during the .’

- mext year or two will have no difficulty in sceuring suely, as there is only one_ieitler, or two at |
most, there yet. T truvelled for days over this Plain without encountering a human being, or
seeing any trace of one—a boundless grass park, With nothiny on it now but a'stray fox, or deer,

~ or skunk, and ‘a_few buffalo bones. - There are n§ bufalo heregbouts now ;.at. one time there
were hundreds of thousands. o A [ T : . .

* Travelling further wes{ we find no change.in the character of the country; but, on turning

** southwards, away from the neighbourhood of the Souris, we begin$o cross.more frequent patches
of fine land. - The prairie gets to be mord volling;land the hay marshed more numerous, and.
some_of them yery large. -On the whole, however, ® am doubtful if this vast Souris Plain °
contains more than thirty or forty percent. of first-class ploughable land, -But in saying that,

. .I ought to explain that I amspeaking with the fastidiousness of a Manitobah, and so condemn” . <

~. all land that réquires money to be expended on it to'make it ploughable and fertile—a doctrine -

" which is duite ‘correct in-a country where there is so much faultless land to be had for mothing,

_ or.thereabouts. We now steer direct for the Turtle Miountains, which-necesviiates-our crossing -

. a terrible marsh, whose-area cannot be mugh under 40 sguare miles.. I would rather go a good
"bit round about than cross that marsh again. -In-the middle of it is White Lake, where there
are innumerable ducks; we also saw lirge.flocks of wild geese; and, out on the Souris ?l’lu.i_n, there
are mote prairie fowl than we encountered in any other lquarter—altogether an extraordinary
locality for.wild fowl.  The.Turtle Mouutains lie along the border of the United States ; and,

- for 5 or 6 miles north of them, thexé extend tracts of really good land, on which there are a

. good many settlers,-but still plenty.of room. migrants whi think of settling here should leave "
the train at Emerson, In many respects this is a particularlj\desirable locality. There is abun-
dance of timber on the Turtle Mountains, and numerous streams of splendié¢ waterflow from these.

-..mountains northwards. The soil is of various qualities, but, for the next year or two at.least, all’

_. immigrants may easily obtain a good bit. It is very much like the Souris Plain soil—perhaps a

. shade stronger—black sandy loam, 12 to 18 inches, or perhaps 2 feet in some places;. subsoil pretty -
stiff, but not more so than-they like it out hereabouts. There is'also plenty-of lime in the dis-~--
trict. , There is but little scrub, and, on the whole, ndt too much marsh or hdy-land; some part3
too stony, but no immigrant need-settle on these for the present. T am told there are now 150
settlers in the district, but there is still rcom for thousands. The Land Office is at’ White Tidke.
The greatest drawback to this district iy that there is no immediate prospect of a railway ;
but; for my part, I cannot’ sec how so fine a tract of  country isto remain either unsettled: or un- -
railwayed for any-great length of time. In any case, so large n'districs cannot fail to furnish a

". moderate market from incoming settlers for a year or two. Alingether, with its abundant wood

"' and water, this is 2 comfortablé-looking.spot to pitch upon, and there is plenty of room.” Emi-
grants coming out in the Wet season, however, should not look uear it, as the streams which flow
across the trail are then big, and there aré no bridges, and to ford them is an enterprise to which.
I will never recommend any honest man. If point of fact, there can be little sweet travelling
anywhere in Manitoba during the wet season. ¥rom Turtle Mountains eastward, to Badger

- Creek, the land continues to be’pretty much as above deseribed, except that theigravelly and -
stony ridges become -rathér more frequent, and -of course’ we are always getling further away
from the fine timber-supply of the Turtle Mountains. Down Badger Creek, which s » small
river. of beautiful water, with-some timber along its banks, I am told there is still sufficient free-
_grant land, of high quality, for quite a number of scttlers. At Rock Lake, several miles down,
.there are 150 settlerssalréady. ~ . ¥ 5 T i e

Driving 16 miles farther east, over rather’ a rough-looking country, to Clearwater village, we
* see'no signs of settlers till we get'to the village, whergthere are a good many, and all apparently
* .more,comfortable, than those further west arc yet. In fact many of them appear pretty well-to- .
do. T ledrn that all the land hereabouts is either settled or bought up, and so also all to the east
of-this, over which we have yet to pass. ' I LT
From Clearwater to Pemlina saw good erops of ,oats, fair crops of wheat, and most excellent -
potatoes: 'This tract is very level, and of high quality, almost every acre of it-iit for ploughing ;
but it is ot to be bad for less than 3 to 5 dollars per acre, This class- of land coutinues for &

»
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few miles cast of Pembiza River Cmmmg. After that t}u, land gt,t~ cv n bc.tt(.r, but isso bogg?

and. scrubby that only a ‘smwall proportion -of it is fit for ploughing. = Passing on to within

_five miles of Mountain City we enter-on 4 tract of as useful land as we have seentanywhere,

Saw a man who cameé from Ontario three years ago with 500 dollars, and took up 320 acres, for -

. which he has now refused 3,500 dollars. The land here undilates'a httle, is dry and well-wooded, .

" and about strong cnough. Black soil as ‘much as three feet deep.- I donot know that-we have seen -

any better land for general purposes than this part of the Pembina Mountain district. \’Vheat .
is said to average "85 bushels after the first year, which, from all I saw, I half incline o believe,
There are to be ¢ three cattle shows Hereabouts within. the next three or four weeks, Mgany of the
scttlers are now in’course of getting nice frame houses erected in front of their original log.
shanties. . €hurches and schiools are in progress, and'i in some in:tances completed ;" and altogethel
the country is assuming a look of comfort, which, considering that it is only three or four years"
aut of prarichood, may well cheer and encourage settlers-in the. further west. A few miles east

-of Mountain City we dip again into the Red River Valley, with its dead- level ma«mﬁcent '

wheat-land, little good water to be seen, and trees only in-the distance.- |
T have now done, - In concluding I merely want to say that, notwithstanding the kigh quality

- of -the soil,-Manitoba is not & country for every sort of person to go to. "As B'uhc I\xcol Jarvie®

would remark, it is far away from all the ¢ comforts o’ the Saut Markeb.’ So, any person to whom
these are a niecessity had better delay coming to Manitoba, for a few years at least. It is in many
respects a sort of agricultural paradise, but for the present it is rather a.?%xl'cwr_y one. That dreaxi-
ness, However, is just the price which present immigrants have to pay foftheir estatesyand I really
cannot think them dear at the cost. The feeling of loneliness must. be worse in winter time'; and

" to combat it,-T would almost venture ‘to suggest that every man going out there should take

a wife with lmn, and that two -or three should go together,- and build  their huts alongside
ench other. Tt is grievous to see so many bachelors as there are in’ Manitoba, wasting “half
their time upon household wor, and wearying for want_of society, when both evils mmht have

" been prevented by a little forethought and courage. No doubt one cannot but have a feelmg of

- unwillingness to ask a woman to enter on a life of cven temporary roughness ; but after some

little experience of it myself both in tent and shanty, I feel safe to say that no one need shrink

-, from the experiment ; in my humble opinion it is neither disagreeable nor dangerous.

I close with the following sketch by a gentleman.who has Dbeen three years scttled near Morris,

.on the Red River, wherga he has 560 acres. of fine strong land, viz. : Consider that a settler with -

" - a yoke of oxen should raise 30 acres of wheat, besides sufficicnt vegetables for his own use 3 with',

¢

two horses he could probably do 40 acres; expenses of hvmg, gay L0 dollars a year, if done,
economically. After three yearsa nan starting with no spare capital ought to be n a position
to hire one man, and so double his crop ; but to a.cuomplwh this requires diligence and economy.
"To begin rightly, 2 man requires nearly '£900, He may do with half that,’ but his progress will -
te slower, and his discomforts greater. This gentlemap/recently purchased 240-acres of first-

" clgss land, all arable, on the east side of the Red Rncr, at three doliars per acre. Considers it .

even stronger. than on the west side of the river, but requires more careful cultivation ; considers -

that money is most curtainly to be made by growing wheat in the Red River Va,lley but not

without patience and perseverance as well as capital “Considers the conditions of life hard, both

’ . as.to weather and work, and circumstances, but still not” intolérable. He himself:works out all =

winter, bauling wooll, building stables, etc., ete., and wears no underclothing, If the man had -
a wxfe, I ca.nnot seq but thmt he and she woulcl be as well off as Adam and Eve, . .
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ITaviNG been selected as the ddcgate from the ‘county of "Gloucester, at ‘the mv1tatmn of .the
" Ganadian Government, to visit the Dominion and to report upon its mutablhty as o field for thc
aettlement of 'wncultunstq, I now procced to make my report.

/- 1 started on'my mission on August 11th, 1880, and embznked on hoard the’ ste:gner Peruuan
of the Allan Line, which sailed on the 12th for Quebee. * While on board I was introduced #o,
. Professor Sheldon, of the Wilts and Hants Agricultural College, who was also proceeding to
Canada. We made a.very favourable voyage, and landed. at Quebec at mid-day on the 21st
.August. We had an introduction to. Professor McEachran, the Govemmmt “Veterinary
Inspector, who witches the cattle-trade from all the ports. .

' He drove us to the hu“‘hts of one of the forts formerly wsed for garrigson purposcs, “but now
" fitted up with capital sheds and yards'capable of accommodating.over 200 head of cattle. There:
was a quantity of stock in quarantine bt the time of our visit.” . 'Amongst them some very fine
Herefords and some excellent Aberdeen bulls, also a few shorthorm, and other breeds, in all
ahout 150, Theré were also dlﬁuwt breéds of sheep, compnsmlf Cotawolds, Shropshires, and
Southdowns.

We then drove back; and crosscd the river St. L'mwrence to Quebec, the Tiver bemﬂ little.
“less than a mile wide.

We took the train the same nmht for Montreal, and I availed myself of the comforts

. of the slt.epmg cars. The plea.mre of r‘ulwq.y~tr.nelhn~ in Canada is far boyond what we

are used to in England. The cars are built on the Pullman system. Taere are sleeping-cars,

" dining-cars, smokmmcars, and all have lavitory conveniences; and one can walk from the back

. car to the front while the train is in'motion. We spent the Sundayin Montreal. (a city of about,

160,000 inhabitants), and explored the beautiful MountRoyal Park, whence the visitor has'a

- wood view of the city and -the river St. Lawrence, with the Lachine thplds in_the dlstzmce, and "

the. grand Victoria Bridge, with its twenty-four abutments.

I left by the Grand Trunk Railway en route for Ottawa on Monday, and travelled through an’

: agricultural district occupied by French Canadians. There were some very good farms around

Morn:bur« station-near Prescott. The country from Montréal to Prescott is rather level, I
was surpmsed at the sc'lrcxty of sheep in this neighbourhood. The few I did see looked remark-
ably well” and the appéarance of the principal paﬂ: of the land. light, sandy, and.. gra.\:elly loam,

. indicated that sheep could be raised with.advantage to thé farmer. .

- After ‘changing at Prescott, the train passed through some uncultivated land. A great deal”
of this forest was on” fire for, se‘eml miles, the smoke_ ﬁlhntr the air. Nearer Ottawa a change

. for the better was perceivablé, and I'saw some- pretty-lookm« farm-houses and-farms. Arnvmg
" at Ottatva I.met my friend- Professor Sheldon, who came round by steamboat. 'We went and |
_ veported ourselves to Mr. J. Lowe, Secretary of the Department ofe Agriculture. - It was avreed

thn.t 1 should go throunh the Eastern Townships of Quebec, and then on through the Pronnce of

", Ontario, Professor Sheldon going ‘on to.Manitoba. I stayed gt Ottawa through the day, and in
the afternoon went to see the saw-mills, at Hull, on the Ottawa River. We went over them, and
-it will repay one who is fond of machinery to mspect them. There are about 300 hands employed

. at’each of the saw-mills in the neighbourhood, some of which are going night and day. ~'They
. are driven by water-power of great strength Closé to these mills are the Chauditre Falls.

. We also had a drive out through the country to the township of Nepean, county of Carleton,
where a farmer had two farms for sale, with. residences, barns, stables, etc., near church and
chapel, and close to turnpike road—price for kboth, 7000 dollaxrs. Drove bwck by the river
Rideau, where a Scotch farmer bas purchased a hrge farm, It lool-.s very well ; grows splendid

swedes. He has had trwellfenced: . -

LX— : ' _',.
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- On August 25 [ left Ottawa by steamboat for, M ntreal. " We had to change and travel by

. “train for about twelve miles,'owing to sonte falls in the river; then took to bBoat again, and,

. were soon out'in the St. Lawrence River, passed through the Lachine Rapids, under the Victoria
Bridyge, and arrived at Montreal, - - . S : o .
L drove into the country along-the upper Lichine Road to sce Mr. Pennor’s farm.  He was -

- ‘niot at home, s0 we did not go” over the. whole of it. There are about 200 acres. He had 20

very good Ayrshire cows grazing in one of the fields ; they looked healthy. His mangels and'
swedes promised 1 good crop 3 the potatoes were also good, as well as beans aud maize (or Indian
corn), and, by thé appearduce of thu stubble, he must have had splendid crops of oats and

_ wheat.  Agound this neighbourhond there are splendid orchards in full hearing ; the trees are

-allowed to head near the ground.  They foked very healthy, and .most of them werc so Iaden .
' with cheice fruit ‘that many of their branches drooped to the grennd.  We also ‘drove to
M. Joseph Hickson’s, Cote St. Paul. e hins just imprried some very fing Herefords, Aberdeen

" polls, or Galloways, and has a few good shorthorns ; also an excellent show. of poultry of several

kinds. : - . : L " R
We next went to Sherbrooke. On. the way there are some very good farms, especially

~'between Montreal and Acton stations, farmed prineipally. by, French Canadians.  Sherbroolke 13
a nice city of about” 5000 inhabitants, containing cloth and other mills. I stayed there two -
hours, then fodk the train for Baton. The land’in this district is rather rough, muéh of it in a
wild or forest state. Suvme of the timber—spruce, cedar, hemlock, and maple—is fins.  On’our

way we met a gentleman from Toronto, who has just purchased 1040 acrer of timber land
near’ Lake Megantic. | He scemed much pleased with his bargain.  He wag formerly from York-

.shire, England.” ~ Do . ‘ - B

We lcft- Eaton the same afternoon for Lake"Megantic. - This is a néw line, and passes
through a dense forest, which scems sometimes to'darken the road. Settlements occasionally
appear : one was called Bury, an English scitlement ; and another Scotchtown, a Scotch settle:
ment ;.and I noticed some others. * The town at the foot of ‘Lake Mcgantic is called Agnes.
Two.years ago it was busli-land ; now it ‘contains four hotels, two stores, and several houses.

- he lake is about 12 .miles long by 2 wide. Most of the land is taken up by settlérs and

.speculators. L believe this place will .become a great resort for visitors during the summier

months. The lake abounds with fish, and, at certain seasons of the year, with wild duck.
.We remained there.over Sunday, and then rcturncd to. Eaton, in the county of Compton,

" where the Hon. J. H..Pope, the Minister of Agriculture, resides. -He was in England at the
time, respecting the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway.: He has.a splendid farm of
about 1000 acres, and snpital barns and other buildings. I was intréduced to his son, who drove.
me over the farm, I wasshown lands that a few. years ago were in a rough and wild state, and
was surprised to see'how quickly they can be brought into cultivation. The stumps of trees are
not drawn until” they become decayed (from six‘to eight years), when.they can easily be got up.
Meantime the lands grow good fecd for cattle, and are called pastures. - He called my attention__
to one of these picces. After clearing away the stumps and -once ploughing, it was put to oats
last spring, and a yield of from 60 to 65 Lushels per acre is expected. It was put down to clover
and timothy, and looks very promising for a good crop next year: Two to three tons per
acre, I have often been told, grow in this country ; the sccond crop, averaging from 1 to 15 ton.

- per acre.  He has, 200 hundred.oken and heifers,-and generally brings out 50 by the 1st of May,
and 150-by the Ist of August. It is very surprising, I was told, hogquickly they fatten on
the clover pastur~s during the summer months... I noticed some very ﬁ;glqucs of working oxen
on this farm, and some good horses. - et R

I was driven around the.country and shown some ‘cheap farms for ‘sale. . Farms in this
part can hé bought from £3 10s. to £6 per acre, with dwelling-house, barns, and other buildings,
and good water accommodation. Each farm has its ‘bush” and maple grove. ,The ‘bush’is

. aportion of the forest left for-fire-wood and ‘for building and repairing purposes. Sugar is .
extracted from the maple-tree, which grows in this country. They, tap the trecs in the spring of.

. 11‘.:111c year by boring & hole into-the stemy; and” hang & bucket or similar vessel under it to catch

he ‘sap. : . - T - . .

We left Eatonby rail for Sherbrooke, and drove to the Hon. J. Cochrane’s estate,~at Comp-
ton. This is onc of the prétfiesi villages Thave seen in this part of %he country. We halted at
Conipton ashort tinie, and visited. the blacksmith’s shop. and the carpenter’s and wheelwright's
shop. .The blacksmiths’ anvils are creeted on higher blocks than in England, and-the men
stand more eredt at their work ; at the carpenter's shop a new fartner’s ‘waggon was being made.

The carriage and wheels were put together very well ; the weight was about half a ton. Abotit”

a mile further and we came to Mr. Cochrane's farm, situated on one of the ranges of hills that
abound in this part of the country ; the hills seem as feriile as the plains—indeed, the.apple
trees thrive much ‘better on--the. hills than in the plains~ We drove in through a fine gateway.

He has a pretty villa-shaped house, the lawn Leing o’ our left-hand and the conservatory and

garden on our right ; then through another gate aud we came upon the barns, stables,-cattle-

sheds, and other buildings, around a-large yard. The farm is called ¢ Hillhurst, and some of
- the cattle take theiy name yf{ox'n it It was purchased by Mr. Cochrane about 15 years ago, and

- - . Lo N . &
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contains abous 1100 acres, -Mr. Coc‘-}@i}e' received us, and we inspecled his catile, shéep,
pigs, ete. The cattle need no' comment from me.  They are well known, and show what
can be done in this country. Tdwok a nuoteiof some of the animals, A dark roan shorihorn -
cow, 10th Duchess of Airduric, is a?hlagniticent ¢reature, and was-purchased. by Mr. Cochrane from .
England, at a cost of 2300 guinens, but has given him good returns.  In the autumn of 1877 he
sent a consignment 6f 32 head of cattle to lingland, where they were sold by Mr., Thdtnton for
£16,325 85, Two'realised fespectively 4100 guincas and 4300 guineas, the Intter peice being paid

“by the Eaxl of Bective for the StheDuchess of Hillhurst, and the former by Mr. Loder for the 31d |,

“Duchess of Hillhurst. = These two cows were descended. from the eekebrated cow, 10t Dychyss = &
of Airdrie. Her last calf, a splendid ereature,- dark roas, calved April Gth, 1850--weight, o
500Ib. ; sire, 3rd Duke.of Oneida., 1le has'many other fine animals, particularly two. bulls,
one a dark roan, Duke.of Oncida, nine years, and o dark red, Duke of Oxford, five years.. Mr.
Cochrane is aliout to start breeding in the North-West Lerritories, and'is iinporting a stock of'

- Herefords as a'foundation for his herd. T was surprised to find this valuable herd grazing on the .
pastures, and but little high feeding indulged in.  The most remarkable feature of the heid is
the good health maintained. “The swedes ind mangel.on the farn stevoryfood, He §id he -
had just thrashed some of his wheat,-Which yiclded neurly 30 bushels per acre, . After driving |
back to Sherbrooke, o distance of 18 miles, we:fock the riil to Stanstead.  Next day we went
throngh 'the country. Near the town are sume nice farms. I noticed one for sale-~1680 acres,

.close to a good rund, with brick dwelling-house, good ,barns, and water-—price 5000 dollars.
Then we drove, on'te Barnston, about 12 miiles from Stanstead. I thought this district was -

“equal to Mr. Cochrane’s. I went over a farm for sale—420 acres, about 300 cultivable, the

. rest bush, or timbet-lands—price 7000 dollars ; I shpuld say the dwelling-house on this “farm is
" rather small, but the barns and yards are very good,so is the water. * Next morning we drove '’
.to Lake Magog, a distance of 20 miles through much uncultivated land. Kagog is w very-aicc -
little town. The, lake abounds with fish, | The Hon. G. G- Stevens, M.P,, very kindly drovg

us around the country, Some of the furms looked very well, others rather roagh. © We called” .
at a farmhouse in the evening.  The farmer, his wife, and danghter were sitting iv theire rocking-
chairs under the verandah, enjoying the cool of the evening. - He had some capital Indian corn s
twd of the concs I brought' home with me. This farmer, like'many others, scemed very proud

. of‘his place. He showed us round his buildings, the gardens; and orchards. L

The land in the Eastern Townships is principally undulating. That portion under cultivation .
is very fertile, and good crops of "cereals, roots, fruits, and vegetahles are produced. Its sait-
‘ability for cattle-raising is demonstrated by an inspection of the hepds of the Hon, “3Mr. Pope,

. Hon. Mr, Cochrane,"and mauy others I could mention.. The scenely is very beautiful, and the
district contains much wooded land. “Farims, including the necessary buildings, can be.purchased™
at from £4 to £10 an acre,"while bush-land can ‘be bought from the Government of the Province

- ) I TN \ L N .-
I then left the Eastern Townships for Toronto, the capital of Ontatio, distant from Montreal
‘about 330 miles, and on the way met some cattle-trains laden with beasts. for the Montrepl
markets. The greater part of the country from Montreal to Tyronto is 1ével.  There are some. -
very nice farms near Kingston, where I stopped during the night. I _was shown round by the

. Government agent. Phosphate of lime is found here and in .other parts of the countiy.™ It

‘is very much used as a fertiliser. - ' o A\ - o
Toronto is a very fine city facing Lake ‘Ontario, containing splendid buildings and long .

streets. The Exhibition was just commencing, and lasted twelve.days. The Grand Park, tﬁ o

which it was held, is situate about one mile from the town by the cai road, or two miles By boat.

The exhibits in the cential building put me-in.mind of the Exhibiticn'in London in-1351, on a

small scale. The ‘grounds were welllaid out for the accommodation of thescattle, gneep, pigs,

machinery, implements, and for the dogs and poultry exhibitéd at the show. The horse-ring for. -
the trotting races and other purposes was of good size—three times round to’the milé. The horses -

- asaclass were good ; the cattle were excellent, and quite equal to any that I have seen at our dis-
trict showsin England.. I was much attricted by a Durham ox which weighed 28001b. ; a four-
year-old keifer of the same breed weighed about a ton. There can be no doubt that during the-

“past few years cattle raising has become an important industry in this province, and its growthe .
has been very rapid. In 1878 only 18,655 cattle and 41,250 sheep were exported to Great ’
Britain, while the exportation during the present year (up-to the end of. November) has been =
cattle, 49,650 ; sheep, 81,543. The breed of the-cattle, too, is improving: & [

* The fruit show was better than any I have ever seen ; apples and pears grow in’abundance in
-this province, as well as peaches, grapes, and plums. . "L e S

A few words on bee-farming will doubtless interest my readers. The largest exhibitorat the
show was Mr. D, A. Jones, of Beeton, County Simcoe.” He "has several hives of bees, and has
recently been iniporting from Cyprus and Palestine with a view to improve his stock. * Last year
he sold 7500 1b. of honey, the’wholesale price of which was 12 cents per’lb,, and also furthe:
quantities at retail prices which I did not ascertain., I spent fivedays ot this show, and enjoyed
it very much ; but'it would enable visitors to take a far greater interest if catalogues, giving
patticulats of‘the exhibits, were prepared and sold, as in this country. )




. looked remarkably well. 'There is plenty. of water, and the Grand River runs through Paris. -
. About two miles from Barford, Mr. Townsend, Deputy Sheriff of Hamilton, has a nice farm for -

100 D I Jesse. Sparrow’s Report. -
¥22 “YWhile-at the-show-Lwvassinvited to inspect a farm -about twenty-eich
_about 400 acrés 'in-extent, nearly ali cleared, well fenced, and -with about twenty acres of
- young orchard. The soil is a richsandy loam. There is an excellent dwelling-housc, on the-

*_ question :

R
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t miles away. . Tt wag

farm and good out-buildings, one barn fitted up for tying fifty head of cattle, and-there is also

stable-room for nine horses. ‘The farm is situated only one-aid-a-half ‘mile froxq a _railw?,y‘

" sthtion, and two miles from Lake Ontario.. The price askedis'£14 anacre, . @ ‘
England some*

-1 also visited another farm, four miles from Toronto.. The owner came from
forty years ago with another gentleman; when they arrived at Toronto one had *£11, while

of 180 acres each, in a good state of cultivation, and has just purchased a little property near,

Toronto, and erected a nice villa-residence, where'he intends to spend the remainder of his'days ;
.the other owns a farm of 100 acres. : v ;

" Whilé at Toronto I of course took an opportunity of visiting the Niagara Falls, which form a
very grand sight.’ . S, S
.From Toronto I went on to Hamilton, a city of about 35,000 inhabitante.” While at this
place I came across a relation of onc of my neighbours, who was-very’pleased to see me,
While driving throngh this district I was niuch strick with the aburidance of fruit gro

- the other had to borrow money to carry him to the end of his journey. Now one has two farms -

its excellent quality. The apple trade is rapidly becoming an important industry.in the Province .

Of Ontario, andlarge quantities are, shipped every year to England, and I am told yield a very

* good profit.

1" also visited & farm in the neighbourhood: of Butfin;étoﬁ -and Oakville, cbntaining 166 acres

- of land, including 12 acres ‘of bush and 12 acres of young orchard. There is a good residence on.

the land, and the price dsked is 70 dollars an acre. .., ) )
*~ From Hamilton I took the train to Paris, County Brantford, and then drove for about nine
miles through a beautiful farming cauntry. There are many sheep kept in this district; and they

sale. * Theré, are about 200 'acres, and -a'-small river runs through a portion of the farm. The
price is 60 dollars an acre. .. ) o R

T also went through the districts of Chatham, Woodstock, Ingersell, and London, all splendid
farming districts, and in fact’called by some the garden of Canada. The price of land ranges

from £10 to £14-an acre, including the building and fencing, This country.produces exccllens

“crops of cereals, as well asroots of ‘a Targer kind than are grown here(\and avhile' mentioning this

I, cannot do better than quote an ‘article I recently saw in the /7jk Farmer bearing on the
EXHIBITS OF CANADIAN PHODUCE AT THE SMITHFIELD CLUB STIOW.
- . N 3 R N .

M

*There'was-not, perhaps, at the late' great annual. show' at Smithfield a more :interést{;ig '

. exhibit-than that of the Canadian produce to be.seen on the stand of’ Messrs. Sutton and Sons,

In our opinion, it went further than volumses written by travellers and firmers’ delegates towards

\

indicating the capabilities of Canada, and .its’ mewly-acquiréd North:Western Territory
. "(Manitoba), which has been so much spoken of the past two or three years, and completely

refuted the statements one occasionally sees in’ print made by interested parties, that it is not a
desirable colony for the British farmer-to go to with a view to settlement. Having repeatedly in

‘these columns and elsewhere advocated the advantages British North America possesses over
other English colonies for farmers and others of both large and small means to emigrate to, we

. were naturally’ pleased o see our statements receive-such positive confirmation in the display

duce.ever exhibited on this side of the Atlantic. . LT
© - *The most remarkable exhibits in this collection were some Long Red mangels,.the heaviest of

made- on this occasion. "The‘samples included in this collection weve gathered for Mr. John

. Dyke, the.Canadian Government Agent at Liverpool, who made a tour through the Dominion
. Iasteantumn, by the Winnipeg (Manitoba) Agricuitural Society, and the Ontario Root Growers’ .

Assoctatioh-(Toronto), and included some of the most wonderful specimens of agricultural pro- "

which weighed 73 1b.; Yellow Globe ditto, 58 Ib. ; citrons, 33 1b. ; field pumpkins, 37 1b. ; and

“@mammoth squash, 3131b.1 The-latter was sown’ on, 1st ‘May, and cut on 6th of October,

thus showing an average growth of something about 2 Ib. per day. We have taken some trouble
to learn how this weight compares with some of the heaviest squashes or pumpkins grown. in
England, or even on the Continent, and find ‘that it is more than 100 lb., heavier
than the largest'grown in Britain that we have any.published record-of, and 70} 1b. heavier-than
any grown on the-Continent. . Loudon’s Magazine contains the record of the heaviest grown in
England, this was produced in the gardens of Lord Roduey, in the year 1834, and weighed

and heavier one than-this, which weighed 242} 1b,’

. - . . = - . c g e e
< Fhe mangels were the most wonderful specimens, asregards size, ever seen at any exhibition,

and in'all probability were'also the heaviest roots evér grown. They were wonderfully symmetri-
cal in growth, and, considering their great size, exhibited very little of that coarseness usually

a

- 212 1b.” On-the Continent we find that a market gardener near Orleans showed in 1861 a larger -
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seen in hr'*e roots. . Some of the tutnips “cw'xcd uwp to 28 Ih.; and weore ﬁnn and cleanly
Srown. In addition to the foregoing there were also on view parsnips and carrots, proportionately -
lar«o, and of prime quality, potators. anfl ‘grain, all -of which' indicated in -the mo-t forcible
manner the wonderful fertility of the soil they were grown in. They also’ proved - how  well
adapted the climate is to bring to the highest perfiction (even higher than, possibly be
attained by the best system of farmmo in Britain) every_ class of crop usaally '’ ated here.
and ma.ny “besides which we' cannot attempt togrow. With such a soil and such® i
a little over a week’s sail from our shores, we cannot help regretting that ma
struggling farmers have not ére this taken possession of parbmns of it, and thus freed themselves
for ever from the numerous acts of injustice they are constantly bemrr forced to submit to under
"the iniquitous land laws of this country. .. No better ¢vidence.could be adduced of the fertility
of the'soils of Manitoba and Ontario than the exhxbxtmn of their produce as a.rmnged at Smith-
field by Messrs, Sutton and Sons. :

*The Canadian Government acted wisely in cansing such an exhibition to be m'nde and

‘proved, beyond doubt, bo"the thousands of a«rxculhmsts who' witnessed: it, that to farm success- -

_fully,’ and grow.as fine crops’as it is pnsmble to cultivate, it is not necessary to go beyond the
protectxon of  British rule, nor travel further than from 10 to 14 days’ journey from home,’ -

“While at Chatham-I went to see several hundred acres of prairie land at a place called Dover
West It was recently regarded.as quite useless for agnculturarpurpoqes, but it has béen
bought up and-drained. The spot was formerly nothing but a swamp, but the soil, a rich black
loam, tirned out to be of surpassing richness, and «rows excellent crops of all kmds There are
about 2700 acres of it altogether, 1200 of -which the proprietors mean to farm themselves, and
" the remaining 1500 they want “to sell. Application can be made to Messrs Fuller and White,
barristers, St. James Street, Hamilton.: ~Chatham is the centre of a much- newer. country than
‘most of the other: pla.ces I'bave been in. The soil js very rich, -and consequently they grow
wheat for several years in succession. Indian corn a.lso tbnves well. Farms can be .bought at
‘from 40 to 60 dollars an acre.

Round London the country xs very level, and some rich pastures are to be- found, This
district seems.to possess the necessary advmta.weq for stock raising on o Jarge :cale. A good
- deal (l)f the land would be unpzoved by. better. dmmm and this wilt no doubt be done before
very long. ©

At Dedl Town we: called at M\‘. Anderson’s farm, situate on the ba,nks of L'a.ke Erie. He -

" has about 200 acres, and’was busy putting in his fall wheat. -He has a beautiful apple orchard
Iaden with fruit, and also one of the finest peach orchards.I bave seen, The trees are pl:mted
about 12 feet apart, and grow almost as high asthe apple trees. . .

On my way from Chatham to Windsor the train ran through a swamp near-Lake St. Clair, .
said-to be 50,000 acres in éxtent, which will doubtless be drained in some futute tlme, and ‘will
become valuable land:

I returned to . Hamilton to have a look at the exhlbxhon which was being held there. - It
resembled the Toronto show very much ; indeed, many of the articles exhibited did duty at both
places. The show, as “well as that &t Toronto, was visited by a-large number of people, trains
coming in from all parts of the céuntry, but the farmers i pLy the newhbourhood either drove ‘or
rode to the exhibition. . . I noticed one farmer three mornings in succession come in-his buggry,
driving a pair of splendxd dark greys with mounted harness. T thought if some of our farmers

in En«land were to come out in that way they would get talked about a bit, and probably. get - ‘

their rents raised ; but the great number of farmers in Cana.da are their own' landlotds, and have
no rent or tithes to pay. -
- There is verydittle distress in'the country, and everybody seems to be "ettmﬂ' on well: Of
. coursé there are some poor people, but nothing like the distress that is app'u‘ent in England.
. "There-areé no poor-law or workhouses. The pnncxpal tax is the school-tax, but this is very light
and no disadvantage to the farmer. as his family are educqeed free of cost, and indeed recexve :
a very useful and thorough education.  ° .
QOn my way from Peérth to Newry T unfortunately overslept myself, and was carried past my
- destination, o that I had to walk back about, four miles to the farmhouse I was going to visit.
FHowever, I got a lift which took nie three miles’ on the road. The man I went 4o see left .
England seventeen years ago.on account of some dispute with his lsndlord, who gave him notice
to quit his holding. . He then sold out, and left England for Canada.. Henow hasa farm of his
.own{with a nice. _dwelling-house. and building) of about 100.acres; he also owns two other
farms of 100 acres each, occupied by-his sons. -The =oil is a rich s:mdy loam, and very fertile.

" He is very glad he emxgmted and expressed grea.t doubts if he would have succeeded so well in
_ England,

I made my way back. o Toronto, and from there to Ottawa, ‘where T again met Professor

*Sheldon and saw Mr. Lowe, the Secreta.ry of the Department of Agriculture, “and Sir Alexander
- Galt, at whose suggestion we started for a tour in the maritime provmces, comprising N ew

Brunswwk, Nova Scotxa, and Prince Edward Island. .
During the journey I met two ladics, one of whom, Miss Macpherson, is widely. known § m

' conmechon with her endeavours to nnplove the condition of - destxt;ube boys and gnrls in Lopdon.

Sore of our
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. 'They are sent out to the Home at Galt, in.Ontario, where they receive a n‘ood education and are

brought up ay farm-labourers and domestic servants. Her work deserves every encouragement,
On our way we passed throuch the I'rovince of Quebee, chiefly occupu.d by French Canadinans, *

* TThe scenery was very grand, the. autmnnal tints-of the maple being ‘gorgeous, and mixed with

" the dark-green foliage of. the pun,s and spruce, form k) v;_ry attmch.vo fea.tuxc in 3 Cynadian

landscape.

At iength we arnVed at Moncton, in New Brungw! 1ck and after sta) mq then, we went on '

to Shedl'w, where weembarked on board a' steamboat fur Prince Edward Island, distant about

forty miles. We landed at Summerside the same day, and owing to an ajriculbursl show that
was being held we had hudch diffieulty in zetting accommodation for the, m'vht

"Phe next morning we drove to Mr. Laird's f‘trm, one of the largest in “the iviand. Tt con-
tains about 400 acres well cultivated. He stated. that his wheat crop was not so good as last
year, but averaged forty-five bushels per acve; oats grow e\ccemn'rly well in the island, and
often weizh 44 Ib. and over to the bushel,  We then went over the fari of one of his nuoh- .

-bours, and were:shown his wheac and oats. I asked him what profits- farmer could make off
100 acres, and he took me on one side and pointed out three carrjages.- .One was a, light

carriage for two passengers, a heavier oné for four, and the other a covered one., There were -
also three sleighs very nicely got' up. I remarked ‘that they scemed to eat and drink well and
enjoy themselves, and he replicd that they did-so, having the opportunity, .

We leit Summerside for Charlottetown, the principal toivn in the island. Tts’ pnpuhtmn is .
12,000.. I suppose- there arc nob many places without o disadvantage, and this will apply to
Prince Edward Tsland. If amonth were taken off the winter season anil placad on the summer, .
it would, I think, be one -of the finest places in the continent of America. The vlimate docs -
n0t, howevcr, secm to make much difference in the growth of the cu)ps and vegetables, neither -
does it interfere with the breeding and fattening of the cattle,

While at Charlotictown an agricultural show was taking place ; and some of the cattle
were very good, ~but - others were hadly fit for public exhibition. © Sheep. evidently do
well in the ml.md, and some fine specimens were sL(m n. , It is noted for horses, anl some fire
animals were -op view. The clEmate sccms to be a ‘very hc.\lthy one, ]udwmn by the appear-

_ance of the people whom I met. .- We had only intended to stay a day or two in the island, but

prolonged our visit at the request of several of the le: ading people. I went to Souris, a quu,('.
little town on the east side of the island. I.passed throu-rh .se»eml hundru.ds of acres of
untilled lands, consisting, , seeniingly, of very rich:soil.

© Prince Tdward I~]~m(l is the nearest land to England.” The rivers and the co’msb abound .
with fish, and there are plenty of wild-fowl ; shell-fish also abound, and are sold at very low
rates. The soil throughout the island seemed to be of one kind—a red sanidy loam—and the -
country resembles Ln\rl:md more than any other part of Canada I Visited. It is about 140 miles
long; and varies in “width from 8 to 40 miles. . Large numbeurs of sheep and cattle are ex-
portﬂd to England, and also oats. Government l.mds, of which there are only a limited quantity,

"' can be obtamed at from 2 to 4 dollars-per acré, while improved farmsicost from 20 to 60 dolla.rs

per acre. 'So far as.I could ascertain, the taxes umount-to from 5 to 15 cents per acre; In -

" the beds of most of the rivers-and bays there are great quantities of -decomposed shell matter,

varying from 4 to 15 feet in depth ; it is called mussel-mud, and has, no doubt, accumulated for
cenliries. The farmers get it in the wmwr-tlme and put it on the land,.its value as a. fertl-
liser being very great.. - ’
We took 'the steamboat to chtou, znd went by train from there to Hwhfa'{,ul’,rovmce of
Nova Scotia. For the principal part of-the journey the country looked very xough and sterile,
but the fact of the district beinga mineral one will probably account for this. Large quantities

- of coal are raised in the nelghbourhood of Pictou, and are shipped to other parts of Canada and

* the United States. Round Truro the country looked better, and at Windsor I noticed some -

very excellent' farms. - Halifax is a fair-sized town, and is the -winter port of the Dominion of

- Canada." There is said to be much gold in the prouuce, .and ‘'we were Bhown l'u't'e blocks of
quartz, which seemed to.be very rich in the precious metal. :

From Halifax we went to Kentville, passing through a romantic country, some of it as wxld .
as nature*had left it.- .Arfived at Kentville, which is situated in the famous Anna.pohs Valley,.
we drove to Cornwallis, and passed through some rich grazing land. Cernwallis is situated on
a range of hills stretching out to the sea. Each farm «lopes down to the valley, and has its
shate of what.are called dyke-lands, i.e., lands which have been réclaimed from the sea. These

" dyke-lands are exceedingly valuable, and the deposit which is left upon them cach year by the °
‘overtlow adds greatly to their value. I-was told that they yield wonderful crops of hay.  After

it is mown the farmers turn. their -cattle out into these meadows to feed, the numbers being
settled by the quantity of land they own. .This district is the great apple-growing country of
NovaScotia, and I was surprised to.sce such. splegdid orchards—equal to any I had seen in
Ontario, several hundreds of miles away, The apples are largely exporbed to the English -
market, and fetch avery good price.

After leaving Kentvﬂle we went on te A.nnapohs the centre of the district of th'tt name,

- o .
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poste«mrr " consideraBle - 1cput'»txon an 1ccn1mt of the fertiii u:g, of ils soil, the alundant crops
“of cereals, and yield. of fraits. - Aunapoliy is a’quict litle town, but-is splcndxdly situated, and
I cunnot conceive a better place for gentlemen of means, who may be wishing to retire {mm
- business. Game abounds, such as woodeock, snipe p]over, and duck, while mooge-foxes and

hares sometimes afford .good sport. In addition, there is excellent fishing, There is much’
marsh and intervale l:md in.this Tocality, and I noticed many stacks of ha.y, containing from -

. one to two tons each, upnn stages, nnd:.r which the water would of. ‘course run when the lands |

" arc overflowed. We left Annapolis for. St.- Jobn, New Brunswtick. Thero is a very fine market-

pléce in this city, 400 by 120 fect, which I visited. It was supplicd with beef, mutton, pork,
poultry, and fish m‘a.bund.mcc, 1)051’1&.3 swe and vegetables. Quarters of lamb, fit for any table, -

-were selling at 6 cents'per 1b. . :New Drunsivick is famed for the flavour of its mutton. The .
beif is not s so good, being' rather tough, although T cannot sce any reason why beef should -not .

be raised in New Bransw ick, and other pa.rts of Canada, equal to any.in Lngland. The city -
was nearly totally destroyed by a fire in 1877, but the greater proportion of it is now built np

‘again, and is a striking-evidence of the encrgy of the pwple

I bad an introduction-to ,the’ American Consul at St. J ohn, w ho was \cry plea.sed mth the

" country, and had an intention of buying some land in the provinee. . .
While at St. John we tonk a trip up the Grand River to Fredericton. We p:\.sscd o large
extent of the rich.intervale lands which receive the overflow of the river every spring, and con- .

scquently get the benelit of the rich alluvial deposit which it left behind, The uplands, too, are

© very fertile, principally-of sandy Ioani.~ I-noticed several farm-houses which had a good- appeur-

ance, dnd it is'stated that apple, pear, and plum trees are being extensively cultivated. Farmy,

\uth buildings, fmcmfm, ete., can be purchdsed very cheaply, and at prices which would. seem -

ridiculously low in this countu namely, from 20 to 40 dollars per acre (from £4 to £8).

While at Fredericton wé had the pleasure of an introduction to the Ln.utenaut Govemor
of the Province, the Xon. R. 1. Willmott.

. We had an opportunity of driving across.to besontown. We §a.\v M. Gibson (after whom .

" the town iy named), who is the pxopnct‘.x)r of larre saw-mills situated on a river which flows

into the St. John. This gentleman is a self-mac fe man, like many others I met. 'As the
saying is, he rose from nothing. Now he has a splendid housc. for his own use, another for his
son, .mdla» little way off are dwellings for his foremen and -clerks, and cottages for his work-
men, showing that he does not fo:'get his-employés in his own success. A new grist-mill has -
just -been erceted whichis ‘turning out large quantities of flour cvery day.- Mr. Gibson has also
erected o church at his own expense. Mr- Gibson: started work with -no caplt'tl but an axe,
and "has risen up from an ordinary workman to his present,position.  To give an idea of his

. wealth, and’to show what may be done-in the -country, I was told he recently sold his mtercst

in the N ew Brunswick Railway for 800,000 dollars, or £160,000.
From 'this place we took the train to the Grand Falls, passing ma.nv nice farms, and at times
through dense forests. . There was an agricultural show the day before we reached there, but the

management detained the productions until our arrival in order that we might be able to form -

an idea of the exhibits. I cannot speak in disadvantageous terms of any of them-when all were
so good. I was especially struck with the enovmous size' of the vegetables, paxticularly the
potatoes and”cabbage. T also’ noticed some Specimens of blankets, ete., woven by the farmers’ *

.. wives and d'mahters, and the. butter I saw was also exceedingly good, While at the . .

-Grand. Falls we visited the new Danish settlernent, about twelve miles distant.  They were

having their little show, too, on-the day of our visit ; but it was- a very primitive sort of affair.
These -people settled here some years ago, most of "them with only a few dollars each. Each.
family or adult obtained a Government grant of 100 acres of this forcst land. When the timber
is cleared they plant.and grow their craps between the stumps, and the soil being a rich-sandy’
loam and.very fertile, giving excellent crops, The cattle on show were tied to the s stumps of the
trees; and the sheep -and pigs in peculiar sort of pens. - Inside the shed which had been put up
were exhibits of produce. The exhibitors were continually calling me aside to look at the wheat,
barley, oats, carrots, and cucumbers, some of which were six feet long, and many kinds of
vu,remble marrow. - In fact, they seemod very proud of their exhibition, and considering the way

. in which they had started, and the ground they had to work upon, covered as it was with forest,

it must be admitted that they have done very well. We next took  train- for Woodstock, =

~ and on our way visited a large farm, which wis for sale. = It contains about $00 acres, with

over half a mile frontage of the river, and 200 acres ofpit are cleared. The farm-house is small,
and there are two barns, I walked over it and inspected the land, which was very rich, being a
nice light loam, with very little sand in it. I thought it would make 3 magnificent farm when
all was cleared, especially considering the fa,cxhtxes for transport. -The price was 9000 dollars.
T took a tour through this district and found that farms generally could be bought at from 15

-to 20 dollars per acre ; the soil is deep and good, and is well watesed.

Round J a.cksonwlle orchards dre very numerous, every cottage baving' fruit-trees round 11;,
more or less.” We were informed that there aze thousands of acres of land in New Brunswick
just as good as that which I have described, waiting for peoplé to cultivate it.

Arriving at Woodstock we went to inspect the nonworks which it is e\pected will be 2 suc-

e
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cess. The district of - Woudstock is much ,unot‘ed for the ‘apples and plums, which;gl‘ow there, .°

We then made our' way back to Frelericton, to look at another farm for sale, about 9 milés

from that place! It was about .600 acres in extent, with some. rich pastures, some .of
which I thought was as goed as any I had "seeh in England. A portion of it is intervale land.
- *'Chere is no farm-house on.-this farm, but good barn accommodation. * I was told it was to be,
sold at a very'low price, but'T did not ascertain the figure. - ‘ .

" ~'We went on to St. John, and thence started for Sussex, on October 25th.. It was rather cold, ~
. but the weather was brilliant. Nearing Rothsay we came in view of the river. Kennebecassis,

on which the great carsman Renforth died a few years ago. It is a noble river, aad has great .

facilities for yachting, boating, and the like. ~ Upon ‘the picturesque hills' which line its banks
are many pretty villa residences .and rich intgrvale lands. “While at Sussex we visited Mr.
Arton’s farm ; he has 30 -cows in milk. ' We &lso saw Mr. McMonikale's ‘Ayrshires. " He has

o fine one-year-old Jerscy bull, and a stud of 22 horses. .We also inspected the farms of -

- Major Arnold-and Mr. Fairweather.

We then went to Sackville through” the T:m,‘tmmaf Marsh. ‘Tt is about nine” miles loﬂg by

. four miles wide, and there are others adjoining it. ‘The land forms very rich pasture and ylelds
- immease crops of hay, and seemed to be well adapted for grazing purposes. The value of- these
lands (and I do not think I have scen bettet in Canada) varies from 50 to 150 dollars per acre.

At Fort Cumberland we inspected Mr. Etter’s farm, in-Westmorcland parish. We were shown_ -

« pair of stecrs bred from the Government-imported bull * Barrington’ ; they ‘weighed- about

2500 Ib. each ; they had been grazing on the marsh lands. .

 On our way back to Sackville I called at Mr. J osiah‘,;;Wood’é farm.  He has about 350 acres

of this rich marsh land, and tells me that from 11 acres of swedes he expected to have 10,000 -

bushels. - He sells from 150 to 200 tons of . hay every.jear; he Kas.50 capital three-year-old

" steers in one herd, -and said he was going to-buy 40 more for winter grazing. ‘While in this

" neighbourhood we went to see Mr. Woodmar's farm. = Mr. Woodman is also’one of the largest
timber merchants in the country, but is also a practical farmer. His piggeries were very well.

- constructéd, and he had several fat pigs. . e e ) :
We then made our ‘way to Quebec, and tock passage for home .on board the g Leam-ship
Moravian, of the Allan Line. The trip was.a véry enjoyable one, the accommods}in} ’
excellent. ' - . Coe o ¥

TONCLUSION:~

In concluding my report T wish to say that from my exBerience and from what T was told on
good authority, the clinate of Canada is hotter in summer. and. colder in winter, than that of
«England. - The people seem tobe very.healthy'and temperate in their habits, and.I consider the
© :climate to be a very suitable one for Englishmen. = The inducements to-a British farmer to
- settle in'Canada aré far greater than they used to be, for' they. need not now go through the
hardship of clearing the forest, as improved farms can be bought »t.such moderate -prices. _For
* those who wish to make their own farms, free-grant lands can still be obtained in'Ontario, Quebec,
New Brunswick, Manitoba, and the North-West Territories. Government.lands can also be
" bought in ‘these districts for small sums. The number of farms for sale is accounted :for -

. by the fact that most of the owners obtained the land practically: for nothing, and by hard -work

have made them to be of considerable value; and they think there is & better chance of providing-~
. & competency for themselves and a good income for their dons in thefertile provinces of Manitoba
and the North-West Territories, which are now being opened up. ‘It may be said that the same
thing will apply to the British farmer also : but, it seems’to me that Canadian farmers are more
suited for pioncer life than Englishmen and the latter, in taking up lands in the older provinces;
will find the life more like that they have been accustomed to, and they are suited to-bring the
~ soil into a proper state of cultivation which has in-many cases been neglected, - - IR

I saw some exceedingly fine cattle in Canada, and some have fetched very high prices, par- -

ticularly those raised in the province of Quebec by Mr. Cochrine, and those from the Bow Park.
Farm at Brantford, Ontario. The.cattle trade is’ becoming’a very-important one in-the older
;provinces of Canada, and if proper care is taken in improving the stock—and this sppears tobe

recaiving attention—I see no reason why she, with her large extent of land, should not step into -

the front rank as a cattle-exporting couritry. -

My impression is that a farmer, witjggwilling sons and daughters,. wantin'g' to improve his -

‘position, could make more in Canada in fwo or three years than he would all his Jifetime under
‘the present state of things in England. “Ido not mean to say he'would_get rich, but he would -
- be able to live comfortably and get something that is valued quite as much, i.e., independence,
He would. provide a home for his wife and family that is not likely to be taken away from them,
and there is no question of raising rents or tithes. What I have said applies, of course, more
particularly to the-older provinces. Manitoba and the North-\%’est I have not seen, and Ileave -
any remarks on that district to my fellow-delegates, ~ = * . . =~ -
. Large quantities of cheese, butter, cattle, cereals; fruits, and eggs are being exporfed, and
my reader will have noticed the quantity of honey one man has been able to sell, . ’

)
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- Canada can truly, be said to bea country of peace and pIci'nty, and the scenes I met there are -
“far different to those we see on this side:” /The country is gradually rising.in importance, its
tinances are improving, and it has a vast extent of land, caleulated to Kold 200,000,000 of people,
and yet at the present time the population only amounts to 4,000,000 o L
. There can be no doubt that many farmers.in Canada have not treated the land as it deserved,
“and it is surprising that so many should ‘have succeeded under the circumstances’; but it shows
- :what the soil is capable of, and that the climate cannot be injurious i its e'tfectskupon the .agri-
culture of the country. . L . . R g se
* I cannot do better than conclude my report with an extract from an account of a tour made
through Canada'some thirty-one years ago, and” whick has ‘it part been fulfilled, and is being
more verified year by year : Y . ) o
¢ A country so magnificent, a soil so prolific, water communication so abundant, and a people,
moreover, in whase veins British blood flows, 'and who arc in the possession of the prineipley, -
freedom, and laws -of England safely planted in their soil, must rise to greatndds and power.
Our language, our institutions, and -our religion: will prevail.- A. mighty empire will risé up,
enriched with knowledge and possessed of all.the appliances of political:power and wealth.: We.
wish them well, they are our. children, and in al}f future time and contingéncies they will be our
: - brethren. They will carry outiand perpetuate all thit is valuafile in our system, and plant Ol"
England on aqew soil’- - - - R I ‘
@, . N : N Co
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‘.THE R EPOLI‘ OF MR. GE LGE BRODERIGI&,

Of IIawes, Blie n.sleg/dalc, Yorl: .slme. - ‘\

N
N 0\ Tuud L) evening wt the Lumd School lmu’n, 1['mes, a crowded meetmrv W,
a report from Dr. blodeuch, in regard to the “visit he paid to Canada, asfhe dde"'tte of the
hx.m,la of W ensle\d.x.e, to " mqunc mto the smt.nbxhty of the Dommmn £ cmmmtum. “The

L m-l . T

~

D overy valuable indeed to all those who cammot make headway in ‘thie mother ¢t
culturists of all classes will glean information uf a'viry. enxceable character by t;:rusa.l.‘of the .
- teport, which we produce’ iz wtcnqo N h - o

\11mn~st the mdxencc wire: l'u '*e q{um’bcr of ymmf' mehhofp lnps consxdered 'Ehe
occasion as concerning them?” cquallv as‘mmh as -the. farmers; and rapt” {ttention was given -
throughout to the remarks of Mr. Brodcur.k His report goey into mimw detailsy mlndl are .
ntry; while agri- -

+ ¢"The chair was taken. l)y Mr. Willia, whn in the comse of thc ev emylg took\occmqlon N
- Thw would'. be, he felt assursd, thmouj‘lr wmtciu@ 1\![1—

+ to the question of anjaration!
Broderiek for the pains Tie had taken in eiving them correct Difurmationin regard to cmigraliom—
Curtainly all would - feel tling fxlqumtlnn was given to the Malthusian theory that the world. .
is oves-populated, and would he co wineed, he wight alinost say,-that HGIE was-no. danger of -
“this over-population-uf-thé-world theory, bun-r “corruborated by f'u"ts for {Housands of moﬁ
cdme, while there, were such large tracts of éxccllent land i Canadoand other parts of the
world to fall Back upow. IIe had had some liltle: conversation with Mr: Brodegicl: before they
entered. that room. and had asked that. gentleman whether he ‘was sati<fied with what *he'had

° scen, and-the reply was that he was puxu.tly sutisfied with the country he had visited, and- was

- well pleased at the course that had been taken to seciire unbiassed- mﬁmmatxon “Lord Bolton’s
agent had also been’ out,.andhad gone over=ome of the parts of the country travelled by Mr.
Bmdencl\, and he said J“ If you h'w., W rvood situation i1 England, a comforta.ble fa,rm, and are,
doing well, T would nét. advise you to go; but if people’ c‘mnot‘gct on'in Englarid, theére is'a
‘very. good prospect of deing. well there.” "DIr, - uhame, the’ representative | of the & Canagdian’
Government at ‘Glasgow, wi uuld always Le n’lad to. gwe, information .to any’ oneﬂnclmea\to
emigrate, and he (thc chairman) would conclude Ly saying, \‘Eﬁolrat.the.‘populmtxon we have'ig
]Jnrrlzmd and the way in which people have to_struggle to'get -on, while Fhere~is-an excellen’,

. opening in Canada for men of spirit and entelplbe, With s o stmnw u ht arm znd-willing to‘me. =

- Deazlington and Stockion l‘zfmes, December 25, 1880.0 T e
. Mr.. Broderick, who was received with immense checriig,: then s'ud -—-I ‘havé come to the’
most difficult part of .the task J undertook some five or ix- months 220, whcu_) ou appomtcd me .
- yoyr delegate to go out "and view. the Dominion of- Candida, .and - draw up.’an unbiasded teport ™
upon its fitness as 4 field for emhigration. - Before cutering o my’ report, I. wish it to be under:

. ‘stood-that T am reporting solely on behalf 6f yourzclves a.ndthe British farners gcnemlly,;md not,
- a5 may- possibly be imagined- by some, for and-in the interests of the Canadian Government or

“people. . Thit Gover x\ment invited: theiwllsh -farmers to send out delegates from among them- '_
selves to repozt ‘for their own beneﬂt and mtcrekts, and -ag-such I have > understoed yiy mission.
T may further state that there was noattem empt on the part of the Governent to fufluence my.
judgment. On the contrary, J-was allowed Tlié “fidest-choice.of - the pm-ts I should, visit,-and: T
just-went where I liked. T mqke tHis statcugnt-because I have seen-the Government aceused by-
detractors of Canada of showing the de;cgates .oily the best parts-and the snug side of everything.

" On account of the short time and. space at my disposal in wliich to-deal- thh 50 Jarge a subject, -
1 shall endeavoun, as far as possible, to drop-all personal narr ative, and to:dixmiss description of |
“the kind and hospitable m:mner'in which I was everywhere received and treated, as irrelevani to -
thc(e! object of my mpmt I shall deacr»b«. cverythmn- as ‘near-ag 1 can, ]uat as Isaw i, good or

T ba

I &:ulcd frcm Lu erpool ona bea.u‘rful evc-ung, ﬁnd ,of July, i in the good slnp bm’mahau,

. -
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of the Allan Line, and early on the 20th we passed the lone rock, Belle Isle, and through. the:’
_ straits whichl lie between it'and Newfoundland, and during the day:sailed_down-the’Gulf of St.
Lawrence. The weatHerchanged rapidly from' a wintry coldness‘among the icebergs off. Belle:
: Isle to extreme-heat on the St. Lawrence, which we reached the following day.  The scenery .
_along the banks of the St: Lawrence up to Quebec is very firie in' places, but there is not much’
_good land, a great-deal being hilly, rocky, and covered with small wood, mostly fir, We
“arrived at the historic and picturesque City df Qaebec: on the 31st, and on the.2nd cf August .
- took the train on the Grand Trunk Railway for Ottawa.. On. our way from Quebec to Richmond
_ on.the south-of the St. Lawrence we passed a great deal of very indifferent land, composed

mostly of ‘a thin'xoil on a light-coloured ‘sandy subsoil, wooded-with small spruce, larch, etc., . =

“with" 'a good deal of scrubby-underwood and o great abundatice of wild raspberries. I did not | - -
. sep much settlement till we passed Richmond, between which place and Montreal the land is™:

-somewhat-better.  It.is owned and cultivated by a French population. Weairived at Dlontreal
“about eight in the evening, and started again at ten o’clock for Ottawa. ‘

‘~<. Ottawa is-the capital of the Dominion and the seat-of government. It isa niceiy"situu.tqd “ A

- city, ‘mostly built:of brick and stone. It is survounded by a.fairly good.agricultural country,
and- there are-iron and -phosphate ‘mines in the. vicinity. - ‘At Ottawa the delegates all ‘mot.

- Mi, : Lowe,. thé Seeretary of 'the Department of Agriculture, and=it was there dirranged _

_that Mr. Sagar.and Mr. Curtis should. stay in'Ontario, snd that Mr. Trvine, Mr. ‘Anderdon and
* ‘myself should go_on to-Manitoba and the N¥ith-West, Territories, which we- did, My report’
will, therefore, refer mostly to-that part:of the country, as'I -spent the larger part of. my time-
‘there., We" arranged to go -by steambdat through-the lakés, but on arriving at Toronte we.'
“found that we! had a day or two to wiit, so we filled-in_the time by going to Niagarn Falls.

- & Theland for & good way a_a,k’mg‘ ‘the north shore of Lake Huron is settled; and is, T shoulci L

“say, fairly good land, but we could niot seé much of-it, -At.the forth cnd there are a great many
islands, some of fhem. very pretty, mostly wooded. We passed from Lake Huron -through
__the River St. Marie passing the rapids: into Lake Superior,  The north share of this lake pre-
- “sents a-hillocky appearance, not very high, but rocky, and almost deveid of soil, yet covéred by
7 -small pine-wood which appears to_grow inthe crevices-of the rock, This class of sountry seems
_to’prevail-along the entire length.of the-lake except around Thunder Bay, where the hills are
" “mueh. bigher, but still rocky ard wooded.-: In .Thunder, Bay we.called "at Prince Arthur's :
Landing, 2 small town, and Fort William, the terminus of. the Canadian, Pacific-Railway now ..
in process’of -construction. - Theré. 13 _sorae fair lang t, >
~~of a _town growing up, as it is the nearéstshipping port to Winnipeg: on the new railway.
~—~——MWearrived.at Duluth, an Americin town at the éxtreme western point ‘of Lake Superior, and
,* 6ok the Trnin-that ‘evening on thé Northérn Pacific Railway. It was.a mild warm evening,- .
" “and before dark we. passed—some Very fine. and rugged. scenery, through pine-clad valleys, over

d- about here, and there seems a fair prospedt - - -

* dizzy.creaking woodenUridges, and ‘rocky _streams, -the rocks. set on edge instead of horizon: -

Ttally. ‘Westhen-got_to ‘alevel country,.and’ came to_some ‘swampy flat land; rathei peaty,
‘but generally covered with-small fir and_poplar.” - Sometimes in the wettest -parts-the fir trees
.~ Wweré_not mare than- five or six feet high, ‘with only a-lit{le bit of green.on the top, and the
_._branches-hung with grey moss. 'Where the Jand-is.drier the wood is heavier.. ‘There were .
-“oceasional lakes, some-with-swampy shores, others clesely fringed and overhung with wood.~

”

. . We travelled all night,.and:in the morning-I had my first.experience of prairie.land. We = -

- changed at Glyndon on to the Manitoba Railway, and in.an hour or-two- got-fairly out upon the. .

-=prairie.” “Eook whére I would, there- was nothing but an alnost trackless extént of land almost as

- flat as"a sen stretching away ta the horizon, which forimed a true cirele all round us: There were. -

- . a few settlements scattered all ‘along : fields of corn and patches ‘of ploughing without fences. -
“round.them. . Occasionally wé crossed-a. sluggish ereek, its course marked out by a winding belt - .

. ;of trees strétching away into- the-distance. ! 3 |
“~“Valley, .and the State of Minnesota. The-railway runs in a straight line, and is formed

I."was ‘told that we were in the Red: River - -

. by ‘cutting a-ditch: on_either side; the soil: from the ditches -is thrown into the middle, -

_Tand -on_it arc laid “the sleepers-.and rails. " ‘The ditches show a section. of . the soil,
““which; althouzh-of good quality; is not equal -to.that of Manitoba. -During the whole of that
._day-we travelled over this unbroken flat. = At night the sun .set red in the west, and seemed to -
.sinkbelow us before it disappeared, and we- appeared to.be on the"highest part of the’ land,
though in reality it-was quite flat. 'We arrived at St. Boniface. about eleven- o’'clock.at night,
nd crosséd the Red River by fetry: to Winmipeg. ... - T ’ -

\'The next day T devoted £o.am inspection of that now world-famed city. Tt issituated at the -\ :

B _inni:tion of the Assiniboine-River-with-the Red River.” ‘Len years ago there were only & few.

“hundred people squatted on the place ; now.its inhabitants number ten of twelve thousand. .~ If _ -

- building goes on as fast as, it'is’doing at present, it: promises fairly to become a second Chicago = ~
- before' long.- ‘There are many, very fine brick and stone buildings, and. private houses. "A. -.-

" good'many- fortumes have been made already, and there-are” fnany-wealthy citizens:~  Building- -

“ground thet was-ten yeais ago’bought for & mére trifle per acre, is now selling by the foot at higiy *.* .

- .prices. Thus-in:ten years a town_ has sprung up bigger and with more capital invested than all
. the. towns of Wensleydale put together, C T A

-
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b "'Be?orc-'going farther, it may be well tb give'a brief geographic:ﬂ dcslcripti;m of the D&nixgiun.
* As you-know; it consists of the northern half-of the °

eat Amcrican’Continent. The eastern
part, or the provinces of Quebec, Nova' Scotia, NewlBrt}ns\wickﬁ and” Ontario, has been pretty -

. “well settled upon for a long time. Settlement went on.to thewest of Ontario till it was stopped .
" by a great barren rocky tract of land which stretches from about. the east end ef -Liake Superior
_north towards the Hudson's Bay ; and reaches westward perhaps s, thousand miles, till it is cut

.off by the fertile Red River Valley, of which I have spoken:- This valley is, perhaps, 200 miles »

wide in'some places. It reaches from the great water divide of the.continent which crosses

* Minnesota and Dacota to the Hudson’s Bay, it is almost a°dead level, :}nd\. is suppc3sed to have
‘been an old sea or Inke bottom. West'of this again for nearly 200 miles, to<the Pacific Ocean,

the country is, agriculturally speaking, divided into twodistinct parts. . . .
. From the older provinces of Canada, as well as from thé Eastern States; for various rcasons, '

there has been for alung time past a constant tendency on the part of many of: the settlers to

emigrate to the great Western prairies, and, as the great fertile prairies of North-West Canada

lies a more or less fertile tract of prairiesland, almost untouched by white men.™ Thus, you gee,
-0 Y

- were not generally known or accessible' to the public, they were obliged to-go to the Western.

States. And hence the idea got abroad that the Canadians were dissatisfied with this country,.
and were going to the States ; but in reality there were as many leaving the Eastern States for

. the same reason. It is omly within the last ten years that the British North-West has
" been brought prominently before public notice, and since that time quite a .new state of

" . things has set in. Numbers of -Canadians. are selling their farms.and going there instead. of
" to the States. A great many are going from England and Scotland, and even from the-United

States themselves. - A-railway has been made from thé Northern Pacific Railway to Winnipeg,

" and another great railway, called the Canadian Pacific, is in process of construction, and will .

soon be made through- to the Pacific coast,  thoroughly opening up an immense tract of ™
country ; several branch railways are also being surveyed. The result is, and is likely to be for

- o long time to coine, an immense influx of immigration.

To return tomy travels. I first went down the new Canadian Pacific Railway to Cross Lake
—the. end of the line opened.about 100 miles east of Winnipeg. For a good distance the
land is good, but rather wet.. Before we arrived at Cross Lake; we had got right into the barren
rocky country I have- before referred to." It is not absolutely barren. There are'patches of fair

" land-that may at some future time besought out. -There is.a good deal of timber, and, it is

supposed, a great deal of mineral wealth.

At Winnipeg, Mr. Hespeler provided us witha team. of horses and spring waggon, dtivér, and
camping equipments, and we saf out.for the West. We went by the Portage road along-the "

" north bank of the Aasiniboine River. About Headingly, and for a distance of about thirty miles
west, there.is some very good dry land under fair cultivation. Itisathick black loam on.a clay-
- subgoil, and is drained by the Assiniboine and the numerous creeks that intersect it. After this .

we passed some twenty miles of swampy land, fill we came to Poplar Point ; and from theré to
Portage-la-Prairie, a distance of twenty or-thirty miles, is, I think, about-the best land I saw. -

It is no thicker or better.soil, but is.drier than most of .the Red River land. It is mostly pretty’

fairly cultivated, and there were some really good. crops of wheat and oats. We called and looked-

. aver the farm of Mr. Brown, a very nice man, who cam€from Ountario about eight years ago.

[e.gaid one of his fields had been cropped seventeen years when he bought it. He grew the

S eighteenth crop, and it yielded 40 bushels of wheat per acre. - The same field has not yet been

manuréd, and this year had a fair crop of wheat. "But he does not think his wheat has averaged
quite 30 bushels per.acre since he came. = He thinks that by manuring, and with the high culti-.
vation as practised in England, therc.would be no difficulty in averaging 40 Lushels of wheat
per acre. . He had'a-few good roots, and -a patch of clover which he sowed when he first came,

“"and which’ hds ‘grown ever since; he thinks clover and timothy -(our foxtail) will stand' the
_climate very well. His soil is from a°foot to two feet thick. . ' o

- .We went on to Portage-la-Prairie, and then ‘on.to Mr. McKenzie's ‘at‘Bumsidq, where we
stayed a day and a night. . Portage-la-Prairie is a growing towa on the Assiniboine, next in size

good crops, and keeps a large herd of cattle. They feed on prairie grass in summer and prairie
hay ifi winter, and most of them were nearly fat.. He has sometimes had as many as 200 ‘cattle at

" a‘time, but has not lost a beast since he came. One apring he sold twelve fat bullocks that had’

been fed on nothing but prairie hay all winter, Speaking of prairie hay leads me to.a description
of it. My first impression of the wild prairie grass of the Red River Valley was that it was
rather cnarse, and what we should call sour. Where.the land is.dry it looks:rather short, but
on closer inspection it proved to have a considerable amount of good herbage amongst.it. There
is gerierally a great deal of yellow flower, giving it the appearance of a meadow full of butter-
cups. On the swamps-and wet land it is certainly coarse, yet .many people mow it for hay
because the yield is heavier, but I did not think'it nearly’so good as hay off. drier land, and in
this opinion I was supported by .most of the best farmers. .The quantity and quality vary very
much in different parts. That,part of McKenzie’s farm which I saw is mostly dry, and on it there -

. were some very good meadows, which might yield two tons of hay per acre.. Cattle turned vut



31 chlge bwzlaulw Illjmlt - s N 109

6 these n'xt\u‘al meadow; In\e plenty to-go at, and being gond judges of ]and cboose the best
herbage.. This may sccount for their dom" so well. Cows also give large quantxtles of very '
rich milk and butter on’ prairie griss. Mr. McKenzie' sells most of his, cattle to immigrants.
" Good two-year-old-heifers, he says aré worth' from £5 to ib. . Cows from’ £6 to £1-0 each. Beef -
about 4d. per.lb, * -

We were still in wlmt is considered ths Red River Vs alléy, “but after going abouf 30 mlleq
west of McKenzie's, or about 100 miles west of Winnipeg, and crossing some swamp land, full
.of ponds, and willow scrub, and poplar,"and over a bad road, we ca,me .to.an abrupt rise,
presenting every appearance of a sea beach, sonte 50 to 100 f«.et high ; behind, and running
. parallel with this, is a belt of sand-hills, 1rreguhr in fofm, supportm«r very little grass, but
with & few stunted oaks and pine, often” half burnt through. by prairie fires.. In the hollows
. between these hills are occasional bits of good land covered with poplar, bu-ch, hazel; etc. There -
are-any number of hazel-nuts, wild cherries, wild rasps, and strawberries in their scason. - Amony
the brushwood wild hops and clematis twine in great profusion. On one of thes¢ patches Mr.
.Snow, a son'of one of the deleg.mtes who went outlast yeas, has settled.

- Beyond this we crossed what is known as the Big Plain. It.is of more or less s:mdv black
soil, supporting. very little grass ; it is rather too dry, I should say, though it grows fair good. .
< erops of wheat and oats. = There'is here a good deal-of free-grantland not “taken up yet. After
‘crossing some forty milés of this plain we camc to what is known.as the Rolling Prairie, from
-any- point of which can be had an extensive view ; it presents a'kind of tumultuous, billowy
appedrance. In some places it is very hillicky and xrrcgnlar “In others.it is formed of gently’
sloping hills and hollows, ranging from a few hundred yards to several miles in extent, very like
- gome of the midland countxes of England ; but throu'rh all its unevexme;s it maintains & kmd of
general level. - o

“The partxcular part to wh:ch I am now referring, that bet“ cen the Bw Plain and-the thtle
Saskatchewan: River, about thirty miles across, is broken by an immense number of ponds. -One
. could scarcely get a “mile section without half a dozen ponds on it. The, ridges arc generally.
rich black loam, supporting fairly good grass s the hollows are ecither m'u'shy sleughs’ or
- ponds, which could -generally be drained one into another. I believe a single drain info the
* bottom of a sleugh would dry the whole of it, and if dry it would be almost unsurpassable land,
as the fertility of the hillsides has been hltermg into it for ages. Around the ponds there is
.+ generally willow serub, and seattered about are small woods and - clumps -of poplar, giving the
. country a park-like appearance. On the ponds are almost innumerable ‘wild-ducks. I have
sometimes counted on small ponds two or three hundred, and I couid scarcely ever look up with-

. out seeing some in the'air. They are generally very tame, “and T could, have shot scores out 6f
our waggon as we went along.

‘We next came to anedosa., a small. place consisting of a few log-houses and stores, a stop-

" ping-house, a blacksmith’s shop, and a saw and grist. mill. It is about a yearold. If the Pauh..
Railway passes through it, as its. people hopé, it may become & bw town. There is a rival town’
called Odanah about a mile off.

From here we passed soiiie fairly good land and pastures, then some. \Vldely und\xla.tsz|r Iaxid,
till we came to Little Shoal Lake, where we stayed all night.

Our road passed.through a shallow corner of the lake, out of which a policeman' was pulling
. large jack fish with a very rude fishing-rod: Around Shoal Lake there-is-some very good land,

. though rather broken by ‘ponds and marahcs. The scenery is very pretty and park-like.

From -here .we “went west again’over some very good” iand to Bortle, on the Bird Tail Creek,
‘a young town in o rather deep \allu' but surrounued by very good land, of which most of the
- best free-grant sections were taken up last.summer. I saw herca cattle-dealer. who had about
eighty cattle for sale. - He had nine pure-bred Galloways, a young bull, and ex"ht cows amI
heifers, for which he asked £140. He was selling cows at about £10 each. o

‘We next went forward to Fort Ellice, a Hudson's Bay Company station, on thc Assxmbomc
. Valley, about 250 miles west of Winnipeg. Tt is sbout the head of navigation on the Assiniboine -
" River. The. valley is here about 300 fect deep, a mile and a half or two miles across; thé sides
- are steep, the bottom flat and very fertile, but apt to be wet. 'There ig no rock in pussession in
the sides ; the full. depth secms’to be cut through'a bed of glacial drift composed mostly of -
rounded: gmmte boulders and gravelly clay. The country all the way from W’mmpeg is thmly
wsettled, and there is o good deal offree-grant land not taken up.

We took.a drive with Mr. McDona.ld the chief factor of the fort, to the fa.rm of Mr. Dawson,

" a few miles to the north.. Mr. Dawson went out from . meolnshxre last year ; he has taken up
two mile sections of land, or-1280 acres, and splendid land it is. It is fine; fua.ble black loam
_two or three feet thick, gently undulating, and there is a_great deal of wild tares or vetches
among, the grass which makes splendid feed. We went back to Fort Lllxce, and there met Mr.
Marcus Smxth the chief surveyor of the Pacific Railway. He has been six or eight times across
to the Pacitic Coast; and describes the land as being very fertile nearly all the way, and especially
in the north and’Peace River district.. The climate, he says, is much milder towards the \’Vest
. Coust, - Snow seldom lies lon"f in the, wmter.

. - B ) , .
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From Fort Tlhce we \\ent nort'ﬁ to the Shell Rner, a tnbuta,ry of the Asalmbome 'I‘tp.

" land all the w: ay aiter we left the banks of the Assiniboine Valley is very good. There i yery

fine grass and a great deal of wild tares all the way. ‘There was an almost continual downpour
of rain all the day, and it was beginning. to -get ‘dark when we came upon the camp of Mr..
Rifenstine’s company of land-survoyors, near a small.stream, so-we pitched our tent beside them. -

+‘The cook had supper roady for \them, and they. presently made their appearance, all drenched.

M. Rifenstine’ asked ts to have sapper with them, and I got some of the best soup I think I
ever tasted. .They described the land to the north as excellent, and said they had been among

. wild- tarcs that day through which it was dificult to walk, About fifty iamilies settled

there last spring, though' 1(; is not yet surveyed. This tract of land which may be described
as lying between the .Assmlbome, the Shell River, and the ‘Bird, Tail Croek, is on the whole
e\txcnu.ly good.” 1t is of rich black loam, from onc to three feet thick, and generally dry, but
with accasional ponds.. There isa fair amounit of poplar-wood scattered abont sufficient for fucl.

O and bmldmg purposes.  Its rich mcadows und ticlds of tarcs make it a -likely - pla.ce for

_cattle-raising, I should say;_

— - We-came-back-by-Fort-IHice, and- t.hux—dot\'n by ‘a-trail-that-runs-nearer to -the-Assiniboine -
than the one by which we went.  These trails are - merely tracks over the prairies, made by the
passage of carts and waggons, and are in somé places very good and in others very bad. We.
made’ the. acquaintance. of Mr. Herchmer, aygentloman originally from England. He i is the

" Government Indian agent. We went with himn through two of the Indian Reserves. These

Indians are of the Sioux tribe, and ihe Government have given them reserves of land, pro-:
vided them with oxen and agricultural implements, and are trying to teach them to farm, Some .
have- really nice plots of wheat, Indian corn, and ull kinds of garden producc—some' take ex-
treme pains with their gardens, and have them ver: y neat. ‘Mr. Herchmer speaks highly of -the
honesty of the Indians when faitly treated.  They are very loyal, and nearly always asked after
the Queen. 'We camped one night ncar the lower reserve, and next day Mr. Herchmer left his
tent and equipments till he came back at night.. Therc were Indinns all round, and they might
casily. have gohe with the whole thing ; ‘but he said lic was.in the habit of leaving it there, and
he had never lost anything, and said the were guite safe as long as there were no white men
about. The land forseveral miles back fx om the valley is sandy and gra.vdly—]nble to drought.
On the alluvial bottom of the valley it is very good land, butamostly ‘wet.

Our next stopping-place was Rapid City, a thriving young town aboub two years old on.the -
little Saskatchewan, lower down than Minnedosa and Odanah. There is good land all nround
but rather broken. Most'of the frec grauts are“taken up. We next crossed the Assiniboine
River at the Rapids, through Gradd Valley, a tract of good land south-west of the river; and
passed the Brandon Hills—some low wooded hills, but which. can be seen. from a great distance.
We went on to Millford, a small.place on the Souris River, a river that runs from the south-west
to the: Assiniboine, then up the south side of the Souris, and called on Messrs. Calendar and
Reoed, two young gentlemen from Edinburgh, with whom Mr, lmrie was acquainted.” They ~

" have taken ap some good land on Oak Creck. " From ‘there we went: forward over some ureven

hilly country, and p%t some Very pretty lakes till we ecame 1o Lang's Valley, It is along deepish

. valley with Hlat bottom, but not very much good lind in it. Thereis only one settlement, that of
. Mr. Lang, after whom it is named.” Immediately south of this valley is some very good land.

We left the trail and went west over the trackless” prairic on the Sumls Pliin. This country, as

- ity name-implies, is very level, and thercisa laige’ \luantlty of good land. I remember one piece.-

letween two crecks, a little be} ond Lang’s Va.llc.v some six or eight miles square, -or twenty ox -
tlnrty thousand acres—good soil supportmg good mea.dow-"r'LSb ne:uly knee-deep, and the whole

. of it might have been mown with a machine—or machme': I should say, as one machine - would ™

have Leen worn out long before it could have got throngh it all. . The grass here is more hke our
_coarser mea.duw-wra.s»us without many ﬂowers, or weeds as they are calk.d out there. .
After going west into the bend of the Souris, ' we turned south to the Turtle Mountains, a.nd

"-. crossed an immiense treeless plain of variable land. I noticed the deserted tracks of the buffalo

worn deep in'the soil by the feet of many generatxons of these bovine animals. The granite
houlders, too, were polished on the corners by the buffaloes rubbing themselves, and there is a
trench around them, worn by the tramping of their feet. ‘The buffaloes are nearly killed: ont
now, and their bones are plentifully seattered over the plains. Before we reachcd the Turtle
Mountams. we crossed an immense marsh, which surrounds White Lake at the foot of that hill.
The Tartle Mountain is a long, gently sloping ridge ratherthan a mountain, but it can be seen .
along way over the plains.’ There is some very g cood land on the slopes, and some good wood on
“the top A great many scttlers have gone into ‘this district during the summer. °

From here we went cast by a trail running a little north of the United States boundary 3 we
passed through the Rock L'th, and Pembina Mountain districts, where there is a vast quantity
of verv good land, and many settlers. We gotinto the Red River Valley.again, and passed
through a Mennonite Reserve—very good Jand—and then on to Emerson, a thriving little town
on the Red River, where it crosses the International Boundary. From there we went north,
alon" the west bank of th(. river, over a great dea.l of ° ver) rich la.nd of deep black Ioam, tolembly
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(81(% :v.;ltll growing good crop3, to Winnipes.' We had this accomplished a journey of aboug '
es., . ’ ! . - )
- Mr. Tmrie left-next day td go to Nova Scolia, and.I accepted an invitation from the mayor
_of Winnipeg. and the premier. of the province (Mr. Norquay and Mr. Walker) to go with a
- shooting-party to Meadow Lea, the then western terminus of the Pacific Railway. Our party
_had a special train placed at its disposal, and a_special siding made.at. the terminus, through
the courtesy of Mr. Ryan, -the contractor. We had fair éport. On the way:the road
. crosses some good dry.land.and a great deal of marsh. Y met Mr. Cowlard, who went -
out from Cornwall, England, and has been farming out there about eight years. He considers
that. cattle-farming pays best. He had made butter all the summer, and put it down in pajls; - -
he was taking it'to Winnipeg, where he had sold it, beforehand for 1s. 03d. per Ib. Not'so bad, .
I thought, whefe good land can be had for' nearly nothing. 'Isaw the modus operandi
of Canadian railway construction, which is rcally wonderful. I have not time-here.to go into a
description ;" suffice it to say that it was being put forward at the rate of nearly a mi}e a day
= . . ZE ‘

— - with comparatively few men. . . . L. N
¥rom ‘Winnipeg the Hon. MF Norquay and Mr. ‘Ross, M.P.L., drove. Mr. Drke,.of Liver-~
pool, and myself, down to Xildonaii and St. Paul by the Rled River side, then acress the river
to Bird Hill, a gravel hill, from which a good view of the surrounding country is obtained.
Kildonan and St. Paul were settled by Scotcbmen sent ot by Lord Selkirk about 60 yearsazo. The .
+ land is very good and dry, but badly farmed as a rule. Some of it has been cropped-for 50 years .-
- . without manure—this I quite believed, as I saw the manure lying in heaps, of unmistakable age.
Mr..McBeth,, 2 gentleman  of wham some of the ‘delegates speke last year, showed me a field
off which he had taken 50 crops withuut manure, and which slill continued prednctive, but he -
admitted that it would not grow the crops it did ab first. e said he once reaped 48 -
- bushels of wheat per acre off his farme-. 7~ 07 o Co
.. .To sym up shen, before leaving tliis district—T cansidered the Red River land the mo-t fertile.
It is generally a soapy kiiid of black. loam, and when rubbed Tetween the tingers one cannot
. deteot a'grain of sand., It may average about 2 fect thick, and rests on a clay subsoil of inde-
‘finite thickness, which is really of the samie character as the $0il, but has not heen blackened and °
mellowed by atmospheric expesnre. . Thisrule does not hold good-all through, as there,are
places where it'is more or less sady, and in some pleces even gravelly and sandy.  But a great
- paxt of the valley is murshy, and for really profitable cultivation requires to be.drained, which
< means consicerable e.\p'euse,‘ and on account of its extreme ﬂa’tpc.ss il cannot, in many cases,
very well be done_ by private individualy, and the Government are alveady ‘making extensive .
" drainnge works. When the soil is too wet, it becomes so'sticky that the best stecl plough will
not clean itself, but wheu it is in proper condition it works very light and frisble.  Bub I must
. say that when.the Iand is dey; as it i> along the river banks and near crecks, it really cannot be
— -gurpassed for production. I believe thut under a good Engli-h systemn of farming shere would, -
". be little difficulty in growing 40 or 50 bu~hels of wheat per acre, Tlowever, wheu all things are.
considered I think I should prefer the Western praivies where you ean pick land of rich black
«  loam two or three .feet thick, that is naturally.dry, and can beworked in any kind of weather -
save frost. The natural grass out there, too,’is of better quality: E -
= " Wood and water ave things that an immigrant would reyuire to consider. Insome places,
though this is generally only Iocal, the water is alkaline and not fit for” drinking purposes.  This .
is most frequent-in the Red River Valley. * 1 have seen places where pools have dried that were
_ quite encrusted with alkali looking like hoar-frost. But as'& rule, fair water can be had by
“sinking wells ten or twelve fcet deep, and in some places there are good.springs.- - Wood is scarce.

> el

_in many parts of the Red River Valley and”on some of the great plaius, but along the rivers -
and in manygparts of the prairie there is a sufficiency. It is a great desideratum to have wood
' on or near afarm, s it is the only- fuel and bujlding material available at first to. the settler,
" though in some parts of the province they are begiming to build of brick. ..° - :
. As we areall grazing farmers here, and I was speeially instructed-to look to the cattle-raising
. interests, yon may think ‘X have dwelt-too much upon corn-growing and arable cultivation of
Tand ; but X have found it absolutely necessary, as almost evérybody, and especially those intend- ’
.ing to take upfree grants, must go into ploughing to sume extent, since it is one-of the conditions . -
on which the land is granted, that thivty acres be brought under cultivation in three years'; and
to get clover and the cultivated grasses it is necessiry to plough, and it-will pay well to take a
crop or two of wheat before sowing down. But it would be quite possible for a man to go into
_cattlefarming on the natural prairie grasy, and if he keeps well Lo the front ke-cun have the use -
of 1000 or 50,000 &cres, if he hkes. 1 have talked with many of the. best farmers’on the subject
of cattle-farming, and they all agrce that it will pay best for anyone who ‘has sufficfent capital
to start it. - The reason that this branch is -so litile gone into is Lecause the great bulk of the | |
* immisrants sre men without mueh capital. They thercfore go to ploughing, as. it docs not
" require g0 much capital, and yields a quicker reburn. . I believe that breeding horses wonld pry
extremely well, $hat iy, fair nseful; though rather light, farm-horses, similar to what we have
=bont here, and they ave justabout as dear.. The- Canadiun horses are lighter than the farm
horses used in moss parts of Lngland.  On account of the gieab immigrafion which is lilrelyto -
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+ continue for a long’ timo to come, there will- probably be astrong q::m'md for hor.,o~ “hxch will
keep up the price.

I will give you a list of prices of cattle which was provided me by '\Ir Burt, a horse and
. cattle dealer of Wmmpefr : Tair grade two-year-old heifers, from '£4 to £5 each; fair grade
‘three-year-old. heifers, spring down, £5t0 £7 3 cows in calf, or with_calves running "with them,
£6 to £10 ; working oxen, £20 to.£30 per sp'm fair - good horses, £20 t0°£30 each ; ponies £6
to £15-—-a.ve1arre abnut £10. -Beef is worth 3d. to 4d. per lb. in the carcase ; mutton, about 5d.
perlb. ; butter and cheese, nearly as much as-they are here; milk’ sells in the towns at ‘d. ‘per-
quart. ’ These' prices agree with those given me by most of the farmers.

Government land (3.e. Railway. ] Jands) can be bought at from 4s: 2d. to £1 per acre, accordm» ’
to_distance from the Pacific’ R'u]\mg; Good'land near \mepe«v Lmerson, Port.;ge-ln-Pr.unc,\
"can be bought at from £1 to £2 pcr acre.

Wages run about as follows : Good farm hbourers. from £4 to'£5 per month, with board all
the year round, or £5 to £6 in summer and harvest time. On the railway works they pay 6s. to
- 7s. per day for good hands. Carpenters and blacksmiths get, from 8s..f0 125. per day. Good

. brxck]ayers and plasterers from'12s. to.I4s. o day. Blacksmiths charge 2§ 6d. a shoe for shoeing
. horses, and'1s. "a shoe for resetting. All the labourers I talked thh say that gdod ‘men have
no'difficulty in getting work, but they have to work hard..

With regard to the cupltal required to make a start in f'mnmg, it is generally consxdexed
that a man thh a clear £100 when he gets there. can make a good. start-on the free-grant lands,
and instances arenot unknown where men have. started without anything—they have taken up
grants, built bouses and cultivated' a little-to keep up their claim, and have worked for wages
in the meantime. But I'should certainly advise anyone to take ‘all the capital he can lay hold
of, the more the better, and if they have more- than they wish to investin fa.rmmg, it can be
let on good land security-at 8 or 10 per cent. interest.

settler will find difficulties to contend with-during the first two or thrée yea.rs. After
thaJ; and when he has got accustomed to_the country and its ways, he may live as comfortably
as he can here. If he be 2 man without ‘much capital and takes up free-grant land, no ma.tter
- how good that land is, it is in-the natural state’ without house or fences, and as there is-
. really no money actually scattered about on-it, it stands to reason that hc cannot get ahything
out of it without spending a considerable amount of labour. There is'a house to build, but this
.at first is built of wood, and is put up very quickly, especially if he can get a native Canadian or
two to help him, which they arc always_ready to do ; they understand building ‘wood houses,
and if they have the wood got to the place they will erect a decent house in a week. The first '
year he does ot get much crop off ‘his' land, ind he spends it principally in breaking, that-is
ploughing the sod up.two inches thick in the spring, and backsetting about four inches deep in
. the autumn if he is going in for ploughing. If he is'going to raise cattle he will be building sheds,
- _ stacking hay, etc.” But when he has been on his farm three years, got a neat house and cattle-
sheds, with'a good stock or a lot of Jand under crop, he may live very comfortably, and will have
no harder to work than here. His 160 acres of, Jand that he got-for a £2 fee, and hxs 60 acre
pre-emption ‘that he got for eight or ten shzlhngs per acre, will in. all probability be worth -
“£1 or £1 10s. per acre, and thus he will have made £320-or. mrg,»mdependent of his crops, in
three years. IHis land is his own absolutely, he-has no rent to pay, and very light taxes.
A man with more capital, of .course, can do; wreaten things:—All this dcpends upon the
- man-himself. "If he is not prepared to face a,,few “bardships and & little isolation at first, he
_ will never like the North-West; but perhaps- he would never like anywhere.: A requisite
quality to fit & man for emwntxon tp Canada is. the power of adavtability to circumstances,
Everything is a litile different to what it is. at home, and there are many .new things to learn.
The best. plan for an immigrant is to make the acqua.mta.nce of a few old farmers, who will teach
him anything he requires. -
One of the worst dificulties’ the -immigrant has to' contend with- at first is the bad roads -
which in _spring afe. very soft, and .in some places dlmost impassable ; but:it must be horne in
.*~mind that there are no hrrhway rates, and that as the country gets settled and divided into
 municipalities, the ‘roads are sure to be seen to-—-now it is nobody’s ‘business: There is a great
" difference of opinion as,to which is the best txme of the year to go 5 'early spring would be the
. best but for, the difficulty of transit : but on the whole I think Augusf. is the best, at any rate for
 those that have money.

~The occasional visits of Iocusts is'a thing that requires mentlomng, ‘but there ‘were hone when
. T was theré, and there have not been for.about five years, and the farmers who have expetienced
them do not appear to fear thém rhuchi, as their ravages are generally-only local; and at the worst
are not near so bad as they are in the Western States. of America, their natural breeding-place. -
They are not at present, troubled by the Colorado potato beetle, the Weev11 in wheat, and the pea
beetle, which is found in the United States and Eastern Canada. °

- The weather, while I was there, was very pleasant on the whole, though the settlers all said
"it was 'unusually wet for that'season of the year. The air was generally very dry, and Y never
enjoyed better health in my life. I was told that the winter commences in November and ends
gbout the middle of Apnl or bcgmmnrf of 7\Iay 3 itis genera.llv continuous frost a.ll uhrou«h and
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Y. oicasionally rgn.ch'es an extremé degree of cold. - During last winter, which ivas exceptionally

i severe, the thérmometer once! or twice got down to about 48° or'50° below zero ; but I saw o

register which generally ranged ' from 10° above to 10° below zero. The summer.comes on very

- quickly, and is hot enough to grow any kind of grain and-robt-crops, and will ripen tomatoes.

:- I find that I shall have to cut my report much shorter than I had intended. I ihitended to
have gone into the details of sheep-breeding, which I believe might'be made to pay extremely
* well~ T might have spoken.of the wild deer, the prairie chickens, and immense amount of game
. that X saw, and have described the Red River carts, which are made of wood, without a particle -
1 of iron abont them.. But Iust proceed with my journey. . I left Winnipeg on the 27th Sept.,:
at about seven o'clock in the ‘forning ; and to give you some ides of the vast extent of the Red
River Valley, I travelled all that dasy and night, and well'into the ‘next morning, in almost a
* straight line without. noticing & rise of three feet all the way. I came by way of Chicago to.
- -~ "Toronto in Ontario; where I stayed a few days. - - Lo L
I visited "Hamilton, Brantford, 'and the' Bow Park farm; there is some good land about
there, which is.nearly all cultivated. « The land- around Brantford and Bow Park especially is
good. The thief feature of interest abont Bow Park is the world-famed herd of shorthorns, '
.about 300 in number. I think we have as good cattle in' England, and perhaps in Weﬁs]eydn\:/'
1 . asany they have. But the ‘special feature of the Bow Park herd is their uniform high quality. ~\—
Lookihg through their large and commodious sheds' is like going thréugh a show-yard. They .
“have scarcely a failure in the} whole herd. ' Their systém of cultivation, toq, i8 an example .to
" the surrounding’ farmers, and shows what Canadian land can do.. I believe good land with
buildings can be bought in Ontario for from £6 to £15 per acre. I shall not dwell long on tki.
“part of the country, as some of the other delegates have been-so thoroughly over it. ]

© -7 T next went on to Belleville, 2 small town on the Bay of Quinte-on Lake Ontario, s1. {'was

§. . there shown overa cheese factory by Mr. Graham, the president of the Dairy Agsociation. They-

4 --  make some excellent cheese there, and it was selling at 65s.-per cwt.  Mr. Graham thoroughly

understands chéese-making. They have Dairy Associations in Canada, and each factory sub-

. scribes a certain sum ‘of money, augmented by a subsidy- from Government, with-which they

: engage men to study the process.of cheese-making, and go through the factories to give instruc-

E tion. The factory at Belleville is worked on ‘the ‘co-operative principle ; each farmer's thilk is

% . measured, and he receives o proportionate share' of the: profits of .the chcese. The expenses of

manufacturing amount to 3d. ‘per 1b., and the collection of the milk lays on another 3d. per lb,,

- making the total cost 1d. - Cheese-making at 65s. pays very well. T o
" I next went on to Kingston, a town built principally of limestone, at the lower end of Lake

Ontario. TFrom there I went by boat down the St. Lawrence to Montreal. ‘T went this way for

* the purpose of seeing the Thousand Islands and the scenery of the river. The Thousand Islands -

are,at the head of the river or the foot of the lake., but their nuniber is more like two or three ...

: thousand. * They are mostly covered with frées, the foliage of which were in their-bright atitumn .

" . colours; some of the smalleyislands looked like pots of flovers set in the water. . Some of thein

are rocky, and the effect was very exguisite as we %ent winding amongst them: — ° =
. Montreal is a city of about 150,000 inhabitantsi It has some very fine limestone residences - ..
‘and buildings. The Windsor Hotel is almost equal in finish to arny il the.world: One of ‘the
- chief features of Montreal is Mount Royal, a high ‘hill that stands up almost perpendicularly.
+ behind the town. From the top & view in every direction for 100 miles can be-had’; it is a
public park. . I S P
. I went on to Compton, in the Eastern Townships of Quebec. Tt is rather a prettycountry, <=
and there is some good land. I visited Senator Cochrane’s farm, and saw his celebrated herd of

" shorthorns. He has some very good cattle. He has one cow the progeny of which has hrought

him £26,000.”. He has some ‘very good Shropshire Down sheep, and :ays he likes this breed of -
sheep the best of any he has tried. I ngticed some good turnips, and he says-he can grow three
tons of hay to the acre. . I ¢ame back to Sherbrooke, still in the Eastern Townships. It is &
prettily situated town, with séme good residences, -I was shown round by Lieutenant-Colonel

. Ibbotsor. ‘Good farms can be bought in the Eastern Townships at from £4 to £6 per acre."

. T next went to Halifax, Nova Scotigg I visited the districts.of Windsor, the Annapolis

. Valley, and the districts around Truro and Colchester. All these are:large valleys, up the bottom
of which the tide rises'a long way. There has been a great deal of land reclaimed from the.ses, .
which is known as dyke land.' “It-lies below high-water mark., The tidc has been banked out.
The soil is composed of a very fine reddish silt of: indefinite thickneas, which has been. deposited
by the tide. It is perhapsequal to any Jand in America for production. The tides come up the ’

i river with great force, and bring up-a great deal of mud. = Many farmers cart the mud into their

j - * - higher land. for manure. Adjoining the dykes is generally a belt of good dry land known as:
intervale. It is of a sandy red soil, very similar to the red land in the Eden Valley of 'West-

- moreland.  Above this, on the mountains, .is -red sandy land, not so good, and generally covered -
with wood. Colonel .Blair; Mr. Longworth, and others, at the instigation of Dr. Clay, called 2
meeting of farmers at Truro, for the purpose of giving me the opportunity of asking questions ™
and hearing, their opinions about farming in the district, and the prospects of immigrants.’
There were a great many conflicting statements made, from which I drew the general conclusioa
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. that thé sc]liné‘ ;i)ricc ‘of yke land is from™ £10 to £60 per acre, and in a few instances it -ha

sold as high as £80. The intervale land could’ be bought for from £2 to £16 or £20 per dcre,

“according to quality, and uncleared wood land from 2s. to £1 per-acre. .

It was generally agreed that dyke land will grow from two to four tons of' hay per a}:re’, a.hd; - ‘

has done, it in some eases for generations without manure. 600 to 1000 bushels of turnips, and
from 200 to 430 bushels of potatoes can be grown to the acre, and fair crops of cereals. Apples

grow to great perfection in some parts of the province—as to this I'can add my own testimony, '

.. having seen the trees almost laden down and the'ground strewn with their fruit. "They were
“golling at froin-de, to*8s. per barrel of 2% bushels: .Jt was generally agreed that a man should

have considerable capital to start farming in Nova Scotia, as it does not pay to borrow money at

“6oc8 per cent. It is considered .that cattle-farming pays best, especially since the. English *

market has become available for their beef, In this respect they have a great advantage over

. Ontario and 'the Western States, the inkind carriage being lighter. Beef sells in Nova Scotin
at 4d."to 5d. per 1b. in the carcase. I.spent a few days with Mr. Simpson, the manager of the

Drummond Collicry, at Westville, Nova Scotia. I went through the colliery ; the seam is 16

-feet thick of the very best eoal, dnd it looks more like & quarry than a coal-mine. .There are

. other two seains below, one 10 feet and the other 6 feet thick. I was told that the Albion mine

a

" believe good land is the cheapest. * Nova Scotia certainly has a great ad vantage in being nearest -
the English market. I noticed especially that the farm-houses of Canada generally are decidedly”

_ the Queen. - He was allowed to drink his toast in silence, but he shortly afterwards:left the

close by is 32 feet thick. Mr. Simpson diove me round by Pictou Harbour in sight 6f Green

Miil, where there is some very.good land. *  Of the Eastern%rovinces I think Ontario and Nova .

Scotia are the best farmed. ~ I was favourably impressed with the Eastern Townships, where I

_provinces who;ent out, originally from England or Scotland with scarcely anything, who have

better than tl‘x;éarm-honses( in England. . I have met scores of farmers in Ontario and the lower . '

cleared and cultivated perhaps 200 or 300 acres of land, and are now living in houses equal to any |

in Hawed~Society is 2 little different in Canada to-what it is here. . There is not nearly so -
‘much caste as in ‘England. .The Canadian people. are very sociable. A -man takes & position
. there according to his personal merits and conduct rather than to his wealth, though.T should be .-

far from saying that wealth has no influence. The-Canadians are very loyal to the English ’

.Crown, in fact, far more so;than the English themselves, and I never met a man who advocated - -
secession from the Empire,. A story was told me at Belleville of an American who came into -

an hotel'there, the Dafoe House, and propased a todst not:very complimentary to ber Majesty

house minus many fragments of clothing, and has not been seen around there since.

Though I have in many cases given my own opinion, I wish you'to rely upon the facts and .

.emigrate, I'should say the farmer’s son who has been brought.up with a good knowledge of

farming, is not unacquainted with work, dnd can get together a little capital, might improve his-

position by going to Canada, and stand a good chance of . becoming wealthy. . His occupation at
I1ome too freynently is spending the first half of his life in making repeated applications for
farms, and not getting one till his best days are spent, and when he has ot one perhaps he only.

_makes a bare living the rest of his life. In Canada he.can certainly get. one any day. The

' . information I have given, and your own judgment, rather than.be guided by mine, as people -
.don’t all think alike ; but if I had 4o give any advice as to the class of people best suited to-

Jubourer may do well, but he will have to go out to the North-West, where he can get free-grant '

lands and where wages are Touch higher than in'the older provinces. A mau with capital can do

men with money, unless: they wish to make more very fast or are fond of a rough life, to go to

_ the North-West. However, to make anything out in the older provinces certainly. requires a -
good deal of capisal; ind & man who has‘not got this will make more money and live easier in -

the North-West. Gentlémen’s sons"who may have had a good education but have no acquaint-

ance with' business or work, and are without money, are not of much use in' Canada ; nor are"

kid-gloved farmers, unless they have a superabundance of wits, which is not-alivays the case..

The best-guarantee of success is the fact that so many have already succeeded. I could .

" “instance scores who statted With gearcely anything, who faced the forest and had/to almost hew

.. a farm out of woud, as it were, but who are now well off. How miich bé, chance then
. has a man going out into the prairies now; wliere he may drive & plough for miles without

obstruction, and where the land is better than everit was in the forest? There is-yet another
consideration in his favour—nearly all the good wild land of ‘the United States istaken up, so

.-, well either in the .North-West or in the older provinces. Dliddle-aged men, of this elass
. especially, will probably like the older and more settled provinces best, and I should not -advise

~ e

that the great emigration that is going from Europe, and the natural increase of the fifty millions .

of people of America, will'be driven into the fertile fields of. the North-West of Canada. The

result will probably be such a rush and an enterprise as was never before known on the continent
" of America ; aund it is quite possible that young men who buy land now at a few dollars an acre,’

-may live to see it worth £10 or £20 per acre, . . .
-1 strongly deprecate the statements that have been made by many, that the land in Canada
will bear cropping for ever without manure ; ‘that in fact in' Manitoba it is altogether unneces-

 aary, and-would ke foolish-to apply manure to the land, _ Now, nothing can be more absurd than

.
.
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this., It is apparent everywhere in the older provinces of Canada and the United States that
the land is being ruined by this system. There is a great deal of land that at. fixst grew from
" 30 to 40 bushels of wheat per acre, but will not now grow a crop sufficient to pay expenses, and
artificial manures have now to-be resorted to. I believe the wheat crops in the Eastern States
of America do not average 15 bushels per acre. - s - ) .

I sailed from Quebec on the 6th November, and -arrived at Liverpool on the 16th, having -
been'away nearly four months.. - e Y o . )
* - I was not sick either way, and I can assure you that crossing the Atlantic is not half so feax-
ful aamany suppose ; indeed, it is really a pleasure. I looked through the steerage quarters of
the ship, the Sarmatian, of the Allan Line, and T thought the accommodation, the food, and
" the treatment of the passengers very good for-the maoney. : . '
. ' ' v vt
MR. BRODERICK OX ‘C'ANAAI‘;\._ ’

LN
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' ¢TI am told that .it was a, most interesting~gathering which the other night assembled at
Ilawes, crowding the largest room in the village, to hear the report of Mr. Droderick. "This
- gentleman; some months ago, was appointed the delegate of the Wensleydale farmers, to go and -
* inspect Canada with a view of ascertaining its fitness for emigration. So many falsehoods have
. been concocted and promulgated in-regard to various parts of the Dominion, that the independent
testimony .of an able man Jike Mr.  Broderick should be extremely acoeptable and’ valuable.
Indeed, irrespective of dpinion, the facts and figures embodied in the repert (which this paper
publishes)-should be carefully perused by all interested in agriculture. The question is returning
. to public notice with great force. ‘W2 are likely to hive many comments upon it in the future,”
+ and any opportunity of increasing our store of information =upon - the subject should not be .
- neglected, especially when the weakness 4s well as the strength of the country is so ably demon-
© strated: . The figures in regard to. the value of-stock, the price of meat, wages, ete., will
sxsnéprise many of our humdrum tillers of the soil.,—Darlington and Stockion Times, I anuary 1,
. R - o . B . . .
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THI. REPORT OF MR. JOHN SAGAR,
of Wa{k]i‘nglon,, near Clitheroe, Lancashire, = .

‘ THE report of Mr. Sagar, of Waddington, the gentleman who in May last went to Canada as
- ‘the representative of the Clithero¢ farmers, was submitted to a meeting of farmers and others,
‘held in the Swan and Royal Hotel, on. Monday. The meeting, at which there were about. fifty
persons” present, wag presided over by Mr. W, Tomlinson, farmer, of Grapes Lane, who, after
the reading of the report, invited questions bearing upon the subject of which it trcated.
Questions were put by Mr.. Dickinson of Bradford, Mr. Jobnson; thc Rev. W. L. Roberts,
Jand others, all of which were satisfactorily answered. Mr. Thomas Grahame, Ageut of the
Canadian Government, was present, and, made a short speech, and the meeting concluded with
. avote of thanks to Mr: Sagar for having so well filled his position as delegate of the Clitheroe
- farmers’— Preston Guardian, December 18th, 1880. . ) ‘ . -
The following is-the text'of the report: . - o - o
At a'meeting of the farmers of .this district ‘held in Clitherde, in May last, at the instance
of the Govornment of Canada, I had the honour. of being selected as your delegate to proceed
to that country to inspect its resources and'to report as' to-its suitability for the settlement
of British farmers. Before commencing my report, it may be well to mention-the circumstances
which I understand led to ‘mysclf and fellow-dclegates being appointed.” For many years a
large emigration’ has been taking place from England, Scotland, and Ireland, the greater
proportion:of which has gonc to the United States. To account for this, several causes have
been assigned. o ) —_— L ) s
-In the first place, many people have gone out to join their friends ; and I have heard it
_stated that of .the exodus of this year to- the United ‘States the ocean passages of a very-largs -
number were prepaid in Amecrica. Then, again, people have got hold of the idea that- the
Canadian climate is one long wintcr, Representations of its scenery are almost always wintry
in aspeet ; and, again, until Manitoba and the North-West Territories were opened up recently,
- Canada had no prairie land which could compete with the Western States of America. But
now all this is changed, and it is now certain that Canada possesses prairies. greater in extent
" . .than thoso in the States, and equally fertile. This is admitted by the Amecricans themselves,
.- although mény of them who are interested in the sales of land describe Canada—in which
they recognise a powerful competitor—as a country to be avoided. - . .
It was, therefore, with a view to place the .country-in its proper light before those  who
had thoughts of emigrating that the Government of .Canada invited farmers to. visit the
- Dominion and report their indépendent opinions as to its agricultural position and capabilities,
As to Manitoba and the North-Wést Territory I cannot speak personally, as I did not
go thete—Mr. Curtis, of the Skipton diktrict, and myself having confined ‘our inspection to
the Province of Ontario. Séveral delegates wereselected, in different parts ; but as the country
is so large, our party.had to be divided, in order to admit of its being thoroughly investigated ; -
" and,when I say that tlie Province of Ontario contains an ‘area of about 200,000 square miles,
it will be seen that we had a good deal of ground to get over. I understand that the reports
on_ Manitoba, ‘the North-West Territories, and the Maritime Provinces will be printed and -
published with my own, so that anyone interested.can obtain copies: at the Canadian Govern-. ,
- ment Offices in this country. . . LT ' e T
’ I.now procced to give you my ideas about Ontario. I may here say that I was allowed
to go where I liked, and that every facility was given to me in the prosecution of my inquiries. .
I left Liverpool on July-22nd, in the steamer Sarmatian. belonging to the Allan Royal Mail
Line’;and after a good passage arrived at Quebec on the 81st, three days of the voyage being
in the comparatively smooth waters of the River St. Lawrencp. The accommodation on board
this steamer was excellent, and so was 'thé living, and the trip was in every way an enjoyable
one. Ihad 3 tallk with some of the many steerage passengers on’board. They’seemed-to e
" well satisfied with their quarters and their food. E e : o
The land on the shoves of the St. Lawrence. 200 miles below Quebec, did hot seem to ms

.
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to ]m«cﬂs any attractive features for the cye of the :wucultuust buﬁ about 30 miles ‘from
Quebec it assumed a Letter ~1ppuu'mce, and I ‘should say there is some fair land ‘theré,
although I could only julge by the view obtained from the deck of the steamer. We stayed
in Qm,bec -over the bunrlﬂ), and then went on to Montreal, -thelargest city in the Dominion,
" with' a population of -about-150,000." Tt is, picturesquely situated on an island on the St.
Lawrencu, and 4t the back of it rises Mount Rowal from which a beautiful view of the city
and the river is obtained. I do not know a place of its size which contains so many fine business
. buildings and b'mdaomu residences. The quays and wharves are considerably over a mile lony,
and g-re'l.t ocean-going stéamers of 4000 tons’ burden can be moored alongside. . I am toll -
that during 1879, 289 steamers arrived at the port, and 323 s'ulm" vessels, and that during
the presenl: year the numibers have largely increased. . Indeed, the people are hoping-tha
when the present system of canals is enlarged (the w rork is.now in operation) g large proportion
- of the grain and other produce will find Cits way from the Western States of America and
of ;Ca.nadw. through this port, for not only is the distance from Chicago to Montreal less by~
150 miles than -from ‘Chicago to New York, but there are 16vmore locks and '89} feet more .
" lockage by the latter route. thin the former ; and the distance from Montreal. to Lwcrpool is .-
300 miles less than from New Y ork, which qhould mean cheaper transit. .
© ‘We went to 'Ottawa, the wpxtml of the Dominjon, and saw Mr. Lowe, the secretary of the.
Department of Agriculture. , After some conversation, it was decided that Mr. Curtis and I -
- should report: upon Ontario, “as before stated; Mr. Broderick of \Vcnslcydale, and Mr. Imric
- of Glasgow, duiny Manitoba and the North-West:

I‘rnm Ott'mw. we proceeded westward, and visited a large number of townsh:ps, towns,
and villages .in*the differeht coutities, T do not think it wxll serve any good purpose to
- describe in detail éach farm and cach district I visitzd, T may say that we made Toronto,
Hamllton, and London our hcadqu'uters, and journcy.d into the country from these. centies.
I propose to ‘give a short description of each, and to finish with a few oeneral remarks, more
or less :upphcablc to the whole province.

Toronto is the principal city in the west of Old C-m'ula, and has a population of about §0,000. .
TIt.is a busy, thriving plznce, possesses.many fine buildings, schools, colleges, and & public paxl‘,
and the inhabitants b‘-m" principally English by birth or by descent, 1t is more British in its
- characteristics than any of the cities'in Eastern Canada, where the populatmn n;hrfrely composed |
"of French Canadians, most of whom. spe;}k the French language and own adhcxcnce to the
" Catholic religion. During our stay in Toronto we made a tour - of the country, 40 thiles north
‘and east thereof, and were conducted' by Mr. William Rennie; a.seedsman of that city, to whose -
* kindness and assistance I was ‘much indebted. -We inspected the farms, roads, soils, crops, and
sysbem of azriculture, and hid conversations with the leading farmers in the dxst):xct Our first
" visit was to > Messrs. Leslic and Sois’ Nursery at Lesligville. Unfoltuna.tely the proprictors were™*
from home, but under Mr. Rennie's pllot'wc we examined the orchard and shrubbery: near the
house. ' There was-a magnificent collection of- dahlias ; the pear-trees were. loaded down with
‘fruit, the weight of wlnch was actually breaking the bumches 5 & magmiticent spruce hedge to
the west of ‘thé. house intercsted me very’ much, The next pomt of interest was Mr. Simon.-
Beattie’s farm on "the Kennedy Road, where a fine crop of mangels and two or threc varicties of
turnips and other. root crops mdxcated the breeder and feeder of cattle. M. Beattie is kiiown
all over-Canada and the United States asan 'importer of high-¢lass cattle. He imported somo
of the finest cattle and shecp at the Royal Agricultural Show at Carlisle this year for breeding
purposes. Mr. Jolmson's farm on the same road also called forth favourable comment, a nice -
young orchard, with a spruce hedge along the west side.as a-wind-break, being” cspccnlly :

" hoticeable. The next farm was that of Mr. Glendinning, the champion quoiter and bowler.
One of our pafty remarked that supeuorxty at these frames did -not ‘make a perfect farm.
Some roots, with more than the averiige quantity. of weeds, would have been improved by
scuffling at the proper season; howevex, on the whole, -this farm had. not a bad appearance,
and 1ts defects would not have been so noticealle but for its proximity to-one of the model
farms of Scarhoro’, that of Mr. Andrew Young. The beautiful clear fields, cattle'in good-con-

- dition, good orclxa.rd sheltered ‘with a handsome pine wind-break, all denoted the careful and -
enterpx'smﬂ- farmes. " Mr. Yoing makes specialitics of. Ayrshire cattle .and Clydesdale horses. . -
* At a distancs could be scen the filds and buildings of Mr. Andrew Hood, the.prize ploughman,

_ who, with Mr. S."Rennie (also noted- for his work with- the plouzh), hOPEb t6 come into contact

-, with the.ploughmen of Great Britain at ‘the Scottish match next year.

A stumpy patch on Mr. Kennedy's farm, which- we next visited, caused by a wind-storm,
which levelled a portion of his woods a few years since, brought up thé subject of oxen,; M.
Anderson, a delegate from Ircland, stated. that he. noticed ‘oxen ‘were very much used in the®

Nortir*West, whlch he had just returned from exploring. One day he met a farmer with a very
ugly team of oxen, obstinutz and hard to manage, and said to him: - )

¢ Friend, you ‘are having a hard time with your oxen? .

‘The driver said with a swh ¢Yes, I came’ out here a rehgxous man, but Iam now pcrsua.dcd N
that noman can remain rclnnous and drive oxen.’ e

My Re nme. \vho ‘mf.l/mud‘ experience 'vxth oxen, 'md was, ab onc tun" nnt' d for h. sucee at -

.
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logging ‘bees’ and_other places where oxen were used, said that it was a mistake to'suppose
that oxen requited to be yelled.at or .pummelled, as is 8o often the fashion. By uniform kind- "
ness and gentleness a-driver can manage oxen with as great ease as he could horses. S
. Arriving at the Rennie homestead about noon, we were invited in to dinner. This farm is .
worked_by Mr.’S. Rennie, and is a credit to the township. To the west of the house, in what
esed to be his mother's duck-yard, is the'spot in which are now raised most of the roots which he
- exidbits at the various shows. .. The red 4nd white carrots, mangels, sugar beet, ete.; growing here .-
were very fine,””. Two pumpkins (weighing "over 35 lb. each, and not at £ull growth), mammoth"
sqaash {weighing at least 150 -1bs. a piece, and likely to be 275 1b, before they stc growing, so
it was said), and swede turnips of immense size, were indications of what can be done in fancy
farming. A ficld of white carrots, mangels, and potatoes, grown with ordinary cultivation, gave
evidence of being a very heavy crop, in.fact I never saw a better field in all my life. T
Mr. Rennie shows some very fine Suffolk pigs from~z prize boar and well-bred sow! He con-
siders the Suffolk. the best breed for grass feceding and running out. The grain crop is stowed
away in his barn in excellent order. In reply toquestions, he said that in 17 years’ farming
... his smallest crop ‘of barley averaged- 38 bushels to the acre, whereas he had one .year an
" average of 55 bushels. A splendid young orchard, planted to ‘the north of the. house, is
sheltered on the north, ‘cast, and west by a hedge of Norway spruce, which will not only
protect the trecs: from. the frost- but also from the fall winds, which do so much damage to
fruit by shinking it off and breaking the trees. =~ - v o7
., After leaving this farm Mr. Thomas Heod’s was next viewed.- A hedge of ‘wild apple-
" trees was a novel feature. .We next passed the farms of Mr. John Gibson, a good farmer -
and a strong advocate of proper rotation of crops; of Mr.- William Hood, jun., whose farm -
_is-a model which it would be well if the faxmers of Markham would copy ; -of Mr. William .
Rennie, who has within a couple of years planted out silver maples the whole way round his 120
- acres, which are in an excellent state of cultivation.’ T R :
-+ We made some stay at Mr. Robert Marsh’s.farm, where we viewed his flock of South Down
sheep, of which he'is‘justly proud.. His sheep are all from imported rams and principally from -
imported ewes, and show in their faces, fleeces, and forin that they are pure bred. Mr. Marsh -
* has been trying lucerne, and speaks favourably of it. .He thinks that in rich land it might becut
- three times a year, and that it would yield 2 to 3 tons per acre at each cuiting. He took nine —
medals and nine diplomas at the Centennial Exhibition, and in'all 80 prizes last year. '
Trom here we proceeded to ‘the extensive premises. of Mr. William Russell.. Mr. James
" TRussell shows with pride a gold medal won by his shorthorn ¢ Isabella,” as the best animal, male »
«—z__or female, shown' at the Centenninl. - He also shows five silver medals, one bronze, and one
" Canadian Commissioners’ medal, all won at that exhibition, and all for shortliorns.: He has now -
a-flock of 120 Cotswold sheep, with winners from the English lRoyal Exhibition at itsHead ; alsé 35
. shorthorns, with ¢ British Statesman,’ an iniorted bull, at the head of the herd. Also some'very
fine Berkshire gpjgs from a first-prize sow at _the Royal. . Mr. Russell has 300 acres here and-
" 150 a couple of milcs to the west, and he.and his boys keep it in excellent condition, Some of
" the Cotswolds were weighed, with the following result : 4-year-old ewe, 345 1bi; 8-year-old -
- owe, 323 1b. ; 2-year-old ewe, 323.1b. ; 1-year-old ewe, 3101b. - . . .
‘We had a discussion as to the respective merits of the various breeds of sheep, and it was
stated that for the bestInutton the South Down was to be preferred, but for the'best wool and
“mutton ‘combined. the Cotswold bore the palm. -The shortherns were turned out into the yard
- and cxamined, and they were really a creditable lot of animials. Some of the calves were very
- fine. < - ' : . ) ST
While on the subject of the Toronto district I do not think it will be out of place for me to -
.+ quot¢ in full a cutting I have taken from the agricultural columus of the Toronto Weekly Mail
. for October 29th, 1880, a leading newspaper of the Dominion, which gives an idea of what can’
- ‘be done in the way of growing roots in the province. I shall have to make some remarkson this -
ssubject later on = . @ R .
¢ There is no feature of Canadian farming which astonishes agriculturists from the old country
so much as our crops of roots. Brought up with the idea that the height of good farming consists in.
the raising of fine root-crops for feeding cattle, and Leing assured that there are no farmers like
. their ‘own, they are surprised when they arrive. in Ontario to see mangel wurzels, sugar beets,
swede turnips and carrots, heavier crops and finer specimens than they have ever seen hefore.
- Mr. William Rennie, seedsman, of this city, récognising the value of this fact, and knowing that
" our regular.fall shows come too early for the exhibition of mature roots, instituted some years
since a root-show, which has ‘anpua.ll); brought forward an excellent exhibition of roots as well as
other farm products. ‘This year the exhibition was held yesterday, and the whole exhibit is now
to be shipped to Jr, John Dyke, Government agent. at Liverpool, to be placed on exhibi-
tion. - A . : ) . Lo 5 . - ;
. «Mr. E. Stock, of Etobicoke, showed some excellent roots, among which may be mentioned -
long red mangels, onc ' of which weighed 73 Ib., the heaviest weight on record; red.globe
wangels’; yellow ‘globe mangils, the heaviest of which is 58 Ib.; six swede turnips, two of
which are exceedingly large; also ‘graystonme and whitestone furnips, white and red carrots,
A . . . Loyt o L .

i

- .
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ved; 'white, and. yéllow onions, and ’pﬁrsnips. ‘He also éﬁé\\'ed some.lohg‘);e'd mangels, which
were sown 25th June, and pulled 25th October, one of which weighs 1831b. - -~ = -~ ’

¢Mr. S. Rennie, of Markham,, also- showed some remarkably fine specimens .of his .
skill in farming. Long.yellow mangels, long red mangels, red and yellow ‘glob¢ .mangels,
.the. yellow weighing 55 lb. ; white carrots, -a beautiful sample’; -parsnips; & citron, weigh- .
iang ﬁ{,’» 1b. ; o field pumpkin, weighing 37 1k ; and, to cap:all, a mammoth squash, weighing
. ¢Mr, H. J. Clark, of Muskoka, exhibited a vegetable marrow weighing 14 1b.-; Mr. John ~ °
Finlis, of Leslieville, some very fine yellow and red onjons ; and Mr. John Wright, of Parkdale;
among other articles, some graystone:turnips, weighing 10 Ib."apiece. Messrs. George Leslic,
and Sons, of Toronto, Nurseries, exhibit specimens of shippingapples.’ DU e
. During our.stay at Hamilton we had seyeral pleasant . drives into the country. - One of the - ~
- first places we visited was the vineyard of Mr. Thomas Barnes—the name of his place is Carrock
Lodge—and were shown over the. vineyard:and farm by the proprietor.- Various kinds: of . -
grapes were shown, and the methods of culivation explained- to us. The vines.were heavily” ..
- Iaden with fruit, and T must say I had no idea that Canada was capable of growing the grape to . )
suchperfection, considering that the latitude was about 46 degrees north.. 'Lhis does not poing
" to the climate being such a tetrible affair when we consider that these grapes grow and ripen i -+ ¥
the opar air and are left unprotected ‘during the winter. + The same remark also appliesto the, ' -+
fruit-trees. apples and ‘pears, to .peaches, melons, tomatoes, and .such like. "In travelling along . -
- the road I was much struck with the neat and substantial farmbouses,"far ‘better.than. the = ..
average in this country, and the_ furniture I.noticed in those'I visited-is of a.inore-costly and . .,
- better deseription. . T v T T S L il e L
- Our party.siext visited Mr. Jardiné, ¢ Vine Vale Farm, where a fine heyd.of Ayrshirecattle
- were let out for inspection, and, taking animal for animal, I think England.and Scotland would . °
~find very few to. equal it. Two or three.of .the animals.were especially fine. - The whole herd ',
of about- forty are, with one exception, native-bred, and have taken-a number of medals ‘at
different fairs. After viéwing the cattle we weré shown-over- Mr. Jardine’s hop-louse, and saw
some of the hops which were just being cured. There is great competition among-hop-gatherers
here, as in England, as to who can place-the first in ‘market. - Mr. Jardine was aliead this year,
_baving placed his in the market on the 20th of. July. The last of this season’s produce he - ..
* “harvested during the first week'in August. ~. - e T .
. Our next journey was through-a portion of Halton county, bordering on Lake Ontario, in the
_ neighbourhodd of Burlington. . We-had the pleasurc of being accompanied by Mr.- H. Hurd and
his brother. A’short'stop was made at_ Oaklands Farm, where we saw-afine’crop of corn; the
stalks were so tall that-we had to-look up.at them.. The next farm visited was Mr. Hurd's, at.
Burlington, the attractive feature being an-extensive cultivation of fruit.’ The farm-consists of -
.75 acres, on which are 600 bearing apple-trees and 1500: pear-trees just ‘coming.into bearing ;
and, besides, there were 25 acres of nursery ‘stock and an excellent crop of oats and barley. * The,
farm is all under-drained, ind everything was in prime condition. - L - T
. . We next went to'view Mr. Q. T. Springer's farm, close by, where thére was an orchard of
2000 apple-trees in'full fruit.” =7 - 1. . .. o . e ot . oL
The drive wag continued to the farm of Mr. John Fothergill, known as the old Baxter Farm, :
. and oné of-the finest in this part of Ontario.. It consists of 200 acres, only 30 of which are in bush, -
nearly all the remainder being under cultivation. On arriving at the farm, we were.met by Mr.
Fothergill .in person, whd gave us a cordial reception. We first- inspected the stock, of which
Mr. Fothergill has a fing: collection.” Some 25 head of cattle were shown, all thorough-breds, .
mostly of the shorthorn Durham breed, . and generally imported -animals. "We were then
escorted over the farm to view .the grain and root crops, which were generally commendable.
There were, fine fields of oats and barley, promising heavy yields to the acre, while the root-crops
were also very good. One field of turnips, thirteen acres in extent, deserved special attention. -
The ground had béen thoroughly manured in. the ordinary way, and, in addition, 400 1b. of
Kingston phosphate per acre had been applied. The good effect of this fertiliser was seen in the.
result of an experiment which Mr. Fothergill had made. to test its value. Two rows -which
had been left without the phosphatc weré easily picked out, and there wére unmistakable .
.. indications that from them there would only be 6ne-third of a crop as.compared with the rest
of the field. Mr. Fother£ill has another farm of 250 acres, which he works, some little distance .
away. : o L '
gui' next visit was to inspect the world-famed Bow Park Breeding Establishment, where we
- were met by Mr. Hope, the manager of the farm and herd. 'We had ample opportunity afforded
- us by:the courteous manager to ‘inspect the farm—-comprising 1000 acres—which is under the
highest state of cultivation, and worked principally with the view of soil-feeding and the produc-
tion of roots for winter. 'The crop of cereals and roots upon the estate was excellent. ‘The cattle
_ then came under inspection, which for number, the variety of its families, and the purity and
excellency of its blood, is said to éxcel not only anything in America; but is unapproathed by any
other herd in. the world, and is one of the monuments left to the Dominion by the-late and
. lamented Hon, George Brown, the founder of this celebrated family of shorthorns, - We were -

4
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. much indebted to Mr.. Hope for his kind attention and hospitality.: Mr.-Clay, the resident share. -
:* _holder of the association, was absent in British Columbia-as assistant’to the British Royal Agri- -
" cultural Commission:- ~ ~." . Lo S ' T LT e
. 'Wa also went to Gitelph to see the Ontario Agricultural College and Model Farm at that'place,
+” which is supported-by-the Government.. It is about 550 acres-in extent, and is presided over.by |
" Professors Brown and Mills. Its objects are to give a thoroughly practical agricultural education
-+ to persons-who intend to adopt.farming, and to conduct. experiments which may tend to'the ad- -
‘vancement of agriculture, - Its benefits are largely availed of, 50 much so that. an extension of the ~
.- premises is being made. . I may add that each student is paid for his'labour on the {arm, and it
" is ‘said to be-possible to cover one’s expenses of board and lodging in this way ; the tuition -
Y igfree. ... T . : - : Sl T
© 7 We next made a tour through the district around London, the principal town"in-the county of
Middlesex, Western Ontario. It has a population of 25,000, and is likely to, become a large city.
‘What strikes one here is the repetition: of the names of our own Metropolis, . It has its Hyde -
Park and Kensington ; the river running through it is called the Thames, and the bridges also- -
‘bear familiar names.. Our first drive-was through ‘the Westminster di-trict, and several farms .
.- . ‘were visited—the land was of an excellent description ar'd unduliting—suitable for arable or pas-’
. turage purposes, . - - e DT
'+, 7" We then went to the Robson settlément and saw good herds of fat cattle; .on one farin of 200 -
* acres there were 80 head, and on another 50, in very good condition. Through the western part -
of the township of Westminster, and to .Port.-Stanley,: on Lake Erie, and from~there to St.
Thomas, was the néxt journey mapped out-fér us: We saw. many fine farms throughout this -
* " district, and the houses were of a substantial description ; in fact, some of ‘them might almost be™ "~
- called mansions. . (- | e o Sy T T e
.7 ".While in the London district I'paid a visit to Petrolia, in the ‘fownship-of Enniskillen, the
* » - greatmineral oil district of Canada. Theoil is pumped out of the ¢arth and is refined,.and is already -
a great industry in these parts. We were driven‘through the township by the mayor, Mr. Xerr, and
* - saw.Some very good land. It‘would be improved By better drainage, it istrue ; but_ ik connec- -
.. tionwith this fact it should be observed.that land can be-bought for 10 dollars per acre.” /A good
. . deal of it is uncleared; but this is' not considered 'a disadvantage; as I was-told thHat the
;.imber_ -oftén realises more than the price of the land. . I_consider it a good place for grazing -
rms. - PP R T - . - e . N S
We contintied our journey to Sarnia, at the foot of Lake Huron. This-is a: great fruit-growing
. - district ; . apples, pears, plums, snd peaches;flourish luXuriantly, and are very cheap. During our *
* | dtay here we had an opportunity of examining the system of registering titles to land in"Canada.
- . It is very simple and complete, and X may add. that- the ‘cost of making a transfer is very small, .
# - . ahd need not exceed 30s.,, Including lawyer'sfee. . . "7 - : e 2T
o "Our next tripled us into the counties of Kent and Essex. 'There are a good many French -
. settlements in this district; where the land was fairly good, though the farming did not come up .
* to a high standard. There is some better land-at-Colchester, about eight iniles from Kingsville, .
which, is well farmed. - Fine érchards and good farm-buildings meet the eye, and. also noticed
some-good herds.” At Morpeth we inspected a fine farm_owned by Mr. Gardiner, consisting of
. 1245 acres-all in excellent order. The'land a short time ago was considered a poor one, and the
- three former owners could not-live on it, but by proper farming it has béen brought into good
cor_xditlion. He uses salt largely as a fertiliser. "He has some good cattle, some of them imported
animals, - <o S e T el R s ' o -
~" We also-went to the farm of Colonel Desmond, 245 acres, which is-in still better order,
-having always been-well farmed. It has been in the colonel's possession over sixty years, He
./ is a hale old gentleman, and works on the farm himself.. =~ o . oo - .
.-~ We then made our.way to Chatham, in the county of Kent, which is the-centre of 2 fine
. farming district. This town is situated on the. River Thames. We visited the farm of Mr:
“.-Dodson, which is in éxcellent condition and ‘well drained. . There are 26 acres of orchard
attached to the farm, and fruit was so plentiful as-to be rotting on the ground. I think the
land in-this district among the best I saw in Canada. oo _ .

The county of Kent is second to-none in the .province for its fertility or the variety of its
products. ' It stands perhaps first as a.fruit-growing district, -apples, pears, peaches, plums,
cherries, quinces, and grapes being produced in vast quantities. Grape cultnre'is made a spe-
ciality by some persons, While all the cereals grow well, Kent is ong-of the few counties
where a considerable area is devoted to the growth of Indian corn.  ~ . s T

.. On the Lake Erie front the soil is a gravelly loam, further back clay loam is met with, and -

. in-the northerly and easterly parts of the county a sandy loam prevails. ~There is a good deal.ofy
- very fine stock in the county, much attention having been paid to the breeding of improved

animals during late years; this applies to horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs. - Prices of farms vary -
from 10 dollars-(£2) to 100 dollats (£20) per acre, depending -mainly on locality and the extent,
of improvements effected. The lake supplies ample water navigation, and this is supplemented
by.the Great Western and the - Canada- Southern Railways, which cross the county from
-morth-east to south-west, and a line is now being censtructed from Rond Eau to Chatham, thenge

.

)
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nor Lh\\ 'ml to Dresden, and ﬁmlIy to S'mua., not only intersecting in its-course the t\vo mam
Jines already referied to, but also connecting ab Sarnia with the Grand Trunk system. -

- On’our way back from Chatham to' London we passed t through a very fine farming dlsﬁtlet,
the land in the last forty miles, nearing London; being especnlly good. I may state that the
soil varies from a heavy.clay to 3 sandy loa.m, and cin be bought at from £7. 6 £20 per acre,
including buildings. ~The. average production of cereals and_roots is said to be. as follows :'-
“Wheat, 20 bushels ; barley, 30 ;. . peas, 12; oats, 35 ; potatoes, 100 ; tumms, 300 ha,y, 1% ﬁon '

* per acre.” The rent of farms varies from £20 to £30 per 100 aéres. .

-We next inspected the district between London and Wingham, Huron cmmty The view of
_the land one generally gets from a railway car is not very good, as-the lines scer to'pass through’

" the worst land, but in our present journey this will not apply, as the country wspassed through,
. seémed to be a fertile district. -We were driven around Wingham by the mayor, Mr. B, Wilson,

-+ and Dr. Tarnlin, an old resndcnt ini this part of the country. Thedand on our way:to Teeswater
has only recently been-cleared, as we weré told, but it appeared very- good land. ., We visited the
" Téeswater Butter Factory. The butter, it was'said, commands a very high price in theBritish .

¢ - markets. We were showi a.large number of packages, ready for shipment, for which 1s. 2d;per ' . -
Ib. had been refused. . The butter is not touched by the hands during its-manufacture. . We also - -
visited a chieese facbory at this place controlled by Mr. Wllson. The chees» was of & yery good
and uniform ‘quality; and. ought to bring a good price. .

During my stay at Toronto a la,rge agricultural exhibition was held, wlnch I'visited. The
“exhibits of cattle were very creditable mdeed some of the animals bemfv equal to anything I

L— have seen in this countr) .A white ox and a roan one partlcuhrly attracted my attention: ‘The

. show of sheep also was “éxcellent, and notwithstanding. the winter, which necessitates housing,
- they seem to-do" “ery well. -No dxscase is found amongst them : no scab, foot:rot, or maggot ;
“and this remark applies also to the cattle, which are allowed to enter E.wland ahve, while those-
. from the United Siates have to be slaughtered at the port-of debarkatxon——certmnly agreat. .
" advantage to the Canadian dealers” The pigs also were of good quality. The show of cereals,
fruits; and roots I have rarely seen equalled. ~ Tmplement? also formed an attractive feature at - -
this show. ' They are lightcr than those. of En«rhsh make, and easicr to work. I went to’sce a
trial of a binder and reaper, worked separately, and although it did not scem to act as 3'well a3 was
" e‘cpecbed it was considered to be satisfactory, and will doubtless be heard of again. ' The maker :
was John Watson, of 'Ayr. The mowing machines scemed to ‘me to be better than those we
ha ‘@ ; 'they are used both.for-hay and clover. As stated ‘previously, I did not' have an oppor-
tumty of visiting Manitoba, but I must not omit to mention the ¢ Manitoba Exhibit’ at this show.
Tt gave a good iden of what that district can produce, and T shall be mistaken if iny fellow-
‘delegates have not something .surprising to say about -it. I had always understood that its
climate was something to ba'avoided, but there cannot be much. the matter 1f the country can .
: produce such wheat, ba.rley, oats, and roots as I saw in Toronto. :
L also visited an afrncultural show at -Hamilton, which was ‘very much llke tba.t at Toroﬁi\o
the exhibits of fruit and implements being larger, if anything.: - "
* Asregards the price of land, nnproved farms can be bought thl‘ouﬂhout the province at prxces :
" ranging from 40 to 100 dollars per-acré, according to the quality of . the soil and the state of -the
. buildings. Free-grant Jands are also-obtainable ; and as to these, full mformo.txon can-be obtained
. from the Canadian Government offices-in this country R
" " To start farming on cleared and improved land, I-think a man on«ht to have/from.£700 to~
£2000—the more the better. - In.some of. the best distrigts farms of 100 acres are purchasable for
+ from £1000'to £1200, such as would "épst <treble the price, or more, in England ; but I should -
_ recommend a.nyone to rent a farm in the first place; until- he has time to look a.bout him. ~ No
-one should ‘be'in a hurry to buy. Of course, on a free grant of land a very much smaller sum
- than that I bave named*would suffice.. . I ‘may mention here, as an instance of what can be done, .
" the case of. Mr, Coward, of Maple Grove, Brantford. He has an excellent farm,’snd as good a- . -
stock of cattle as I'saw in Ontario; he has twelve acres of orchard, from which he realised 160 -
* dollars.in 1879 5 and grows, good wheat and fine thin-skinned barley: He is now well off, but
started on & very small scale. Mr. Stock, of Hamilton, too, started without means. He now
owns a fine farm, which his sons work ; he ! ‘himself has retired. These are only a sa.mple of many B
. cases I came across ; but of course this success is not ‘obtained without hard work. T—

I magde inquiry as_to why so many. farms were for ‘sale, and found that many Feasons wem'
_assigned. Many of the farmers are the pioncers in their districts, and some, having a liking for
that sort of life, wish to sell their farms and go with their grown-up families to new districts
(any make their way to Manitoba), where they-can get a larger tract of land at a lower cost, ..
and-employ ‘their capital in developing new properties. Others have got up in years, and wish
to retire. ~Others, again; have their. fands heavily mortgaged, and owmg to the high rates of
interest charged. for monecy, have to sell out; whxle others have 1mpovenshed the soil, and do

-\ not care for the trouble of recupérating it. . .

While on this snbject, T may say a fow words about the system of farmincr. In the past, the
idea seetns to have been tn. get as much out-of the soil as possible, and to, put nothing - back, -
qu(:c;ess'n.ve cmppm"s of whe’;t have been resorted to, and have n'\,turally -had the effect of
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N ﬁ;ehkenir{g the Iand. Manuring has been a matter .vex-'y iitt!e thought about § in fact, the "sﬁa.

b

and stable manure has evidently been deemed an incumbrance rather than a benefit. - Iam glad
to say; however, that there is a likelihood of 4 better state of things prevailing., Ontario farmers

_*" are beginning to.sce the importance of cattle-raising, and as a consequehce, more roots and green

fodders are being grown, and the straw utilised. This cannot fail to be productive of good’

“results. - y R : . . ) ] o ) e

- The educationak system.of the province is very compléte, and the tuition is free. Taxesare
__light, ranging from- about £3 108. to £6 per 100 acres, including school-rates.. "Tbz church is
.~ “self-supporting; ahd consequently there are no tithes. = - e . .
" . . 'The roads are good, generally about 66 feet wide, and the markets are easily reached The

'province is very much like a district of England, villages-and towns scattered about but still it

- . ‘cannot be said to be thickly populated, the-inhabitants only-numbering about 1,800,000,

There' is & good opening for "agricultural labourers, who can get 4s, to 5s. a day, or£30 ‘to

'£35'per year,. and board. A careful, hard-working man has a good prospect beforé him. "

Domestic servants-are in great deinand, the wages ranging from £10 to £15 per annum. ,
The average crop of wheat, so far as I could learn, was from 20 to 34 bushels:per acre ; bats,

- . 86 to 40 ;'barley_ about the same ; Indian corn 40 bushels. Potatues were excellent. I pulled
. up some roots on which there were from .10 to ‘13" tubers.- The price-of wheat ranged from 90

t0-95 cents per bushel ; butter, 25 cents per Ib. ; eggs, 25 cents per dozen ; beef and mutton,
23d. 4o 5d. per 1b; ~ Living is certainly cheaper than in England, and clothes, of Canadian stuffs,

are sbout the same price; of. course, if one requires English goods, a higher price has to -

be paid. - .

Ihad almost foigotten ‘to, mention my visit to the “Muskoka district, which -is'.nowA being

" opened up. ' It contains much soil that is good, bad, and indifferent, many parts Leing rocky. It

* 8, however, Ronsidered to have » good future before it, both as a wheat-growing country. and for -

cattle-raising, and some of the produce shown to me certainly seemed to bear this out. i
Now, as regards the climate, it is.certainly hotter than in England during the summer; or the

longer than we are accustomed to, and more severe ; but the Canadians look forward to it with

no unpleasant feelings. They say -that the air is so dry, clear, and bracing that the season is.

most exhilarating and enjoyable.” The worst feature about it is that cattle and sheep have to be:

* fruits could not be brought to the perfection that is apparent, but the heat is not felt to so great °
_an extent as it would be in England. Owing to the great lakes ard to the dryness of the'air,”
the thermometer at 90° in the shade is not so uncomfortable as one would expect. The winteris,

"+ carefully housed ; but when roots-arc.grown, and the fattening of stock more practised, this need

not be any great disadvantage. As to this, I'may saythat I hear that'a Toronto syndicate have -

contracted with the Allan Steamship Line to convey 21,000 head of cattle to.the Erglish markets
.during the next three years. . . ’ ' - ) o

T came across an intefesting Tetter, dated October, 1879,in one of the books recently published

" by the Government of Ontario. It is by one .of the Professors (Mr. Brown) of the Agricultural

College at' Guelph'; and being, therefore, reliable; I quote portions of it, as it may be of interest
to my readers. Co Co AT ’

B
1

From a British Farmer in Ontario to-British Farmers,

.. %...Myclaim to be an ﬁﬁthoﬁty on this subject is a twenty-years’ daily professional-inter-
* .course among yaurselves, and an eight years’ one as practical and as intimate.with Canadian

farmers.” Now, just as I make a speciality of addressing a pﬁrﬁﬁi]nrclqs%gricultuﬁsts, O
shall confine my remarks to a particular part of this Dominion (Ontario). . =% Two-thirds of

this garden is under cultivation ; the remainder consists of woodlandy swamp, pasture, and water.-

Comparatively few tree-stumps remain to mark the progress of clearing during the last half .

" - century, for this short period practically limits the history of the-plough -in-Ontario; neither can

we count many log-huts, though primitive rail fences are plentiful..” Dwelling-houses of stone
and brick, equal and superior to many of your own, are very common. : Men from England,
Scotland, Ireland, and Germany have done all this. Wealthy landed proprietors here were
formerly Yorkshire cafttle-men,. Highland shepherds, -or Paisley weavers, Ulster ditchers, and.

German labourers. * Many of them are still alive, driving their own reaper, or representing their -

own county inthe Parliament at- Ottawa, or the Leégislature at Toronto. -

¢ We have two long seasons in the year, summer and winter, with a smell of your spring and _

autump—winter from the middle of November to the middle of April. The health of the
province is about the average of civilised countries for all sorts-of life. There is no-mistake about

- the yweather !~ 857 in the shade is—85° ; and zero is unquestionably 0°

‘The wheat of Ontario is, at present, from about equal surfaces of winter and spring so;ving,' '
and with a tendency toran increase in- the latter, producing 25 and 15 bushels respectively with.

_poor farming, and seldom under 40 and 25 by good management. Straw and head are not so
.. "heavy as with yourselves, because growth is pushed too much ; but quality is superior by reason
- of the same cause. The over-clearance of forest has made wheat-growing more precarious by the

v



ﬂ[r. Jolm Suyars I’rport. R I ~-;~23'

' \\':mt of immediate shelter, Snow not l)m«r on ‘the exposed parts. But rcpln.ntuw aml a sccnnd'

i ‘natural growth of timber are in progress, We have never had what-may be called a "euual'

failure in the wheat crops, even _with all ‘our ca.relessness so you may Judg,e what. skill and
", capital should"'do.
- ‘I have, in my own experience, prov: cd that what is cw,lled c\h'uuted Iand can be thorourvhlv

recuperated in four years, by liberal trcmtmentand systematic management, at actually no cost on ’

“an average of seasons ; for the simple reason that much of. this poor condition has been brought
“about by one class of crops, and not a vaviety in any form. “Land sick of wheat isnot nccessmnly

exhausted ; we have but to dea.l properly with present unavailable fertility to bring out large '

productwe poviers.

Barley. is inv mnably a'sure: r:rop, and is always a mlua.ble onc, W hether for malting o animal”

food. From 30 to 40 bushels per acre is common. Oats, in quality of ‘meal, are cqual té your
“own, but ligliter per bushel, being thicker-skinned, as the result of rupid growth ; 40 to 50 bushels
per acre. Asa rule, the'straw of the cereals is got at the rate of 3000 1h. per acre. Corn (maize)
13 not generally a common crop for production of grain, though very plentiful and valigble for

+ green fodder, ag elsewhere noted. ' Peas and beans are nnportant; farm crops, the grain

and straw of the former being fitst-class food for sheep ; the )1e1d is' usually 25 bushels per
acre.

‘In the i lmprm ed system of breeding and fattening stoclk; green fodders are now taking.an ©

important place. The clim:te is particularly suitable for successive rushes of vegetation, dtmn"
* one season. Under liberal Sreatment they can be so n.rran"ed to aﬁord. a continuous supply
from lmddle of April to 1st of l\oxember. Thus : .
1.. Lucerrie, four cuttmrvq . 20 ,Tons per Acios
2. Winter Rye, two, cuttmrrs :
. 8. Red Clover, two- cuttmrrs
o O 4. Tsres and Oats, one cuttmrv .
+ = b, Millet, two cuttings ...
: 5. Mmze, one cuttmg .-
- 7. Rape, one cutting ...
8. The thousand-headed Kale and. I’nckly Oomfrey h'w N
been mtroduced with siccess. - L

.

e

$Tn'the cultivation of roots, Ox}t'mo has alrc'!.dy m:-,de herself a tnmc in the world, evenr under

the difficulties of more heat and the-shortness of her aatumn, in comparison with Britain. We
are ¢radually redlising the facts that for a thorough cleaning ‘and. m.),mumg, along with a crop
uneqnalled for a winter suppl) of health and fccdmn' to all animals, turnips, munﬂ'el:l, and
carrots are mow indispensable. For size and qunhtw they. are almost’ equal to your own
growing. . Potatoés may be included in this character, in which we are superior, both in‘quantity
and quahty Siwedes, 18 tons mangels, 22 tons; cartuts 15 tQus; and potatoes, 8 tons per
acre on an average. '\

¢We have dxﬂxculty in ethblxﬂhmg a v'mety of grassey; either Tor rotation or perm'ment

‘pastures ; but persistent trials are gradually adding to the’ number of thoge able to withstand

. ’the~mntex& ‘Cultivated pastures invariably tax ‘our best distribution of animals to overtake the,
luxuriance of growth, and though the same stamp of beef as yours is not always to be had from

grass, we always find our. stock in nnproted flesh as autumn ‘comes. Hay is a standard of |

large value, as it s often a cause -of mismanagement, by reason of its prohﬁcncss—-m ‘inducing

an over-continuance of the crop in the hands of the lazy and incautious, not realising, as they‘

shauld do, that grasses proper are about as exhaustive as the other grasses called wheat oats, and
barley. From 3000 to 5000 Ib. of hay per acre is common. The clovers, separately and in
association with hay, are most Tuxuriant and valuable, both as a cropper, a restorative of ex-
-hausted soils, and an improver of :poor ones. "We look to root and clover cultivation ag the
means of making good the past mismanagement in excessive wheat-growing.
¢We can grow first-class beef and’ mutton with thé products of our own' soil, as fast and. for
less than you can do. “We can take a Durham or Hereford cross-bred steer from its milk, when
. six months old, put it upon green and dry. fodders, according to the season of the year, with bran
and pea-meal or corn-meal, and within 24 months place it on our seaboard at an average live weight
. of 1400 lb., and at a cost not exceeding .£14 In this and all its connections therc necessn.rxly
results a l'l.l‘f'e profit. . -
“You have héard of the woodlands of thls coantry, and the d:fﬁculty in ma.ny cases of clearing

" and getting rid of the stumps and roots. This is true to those new to the axe, and as true. that -

:our hard-wooded lands give more choice of -site and soil than prairies, and certainly are more
reliable. for alternate farming and more valuable as an investment. The tree crop itself in
Ontarig is as costly as the “best. arable, so that, when you come to purchase, the desire will. be for
more tree surface than is genefally to be ‘had. Be sure of the long and.dear-hought experience
-of our pioneers, that_no land on this continent is so safe and so kmdly as from the primeval

: forests. Then again, few Govemmen‘rs are so liberal as ours in the encouravement to agnculture ’

—_— - . : ’ ) .o '
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" from 1,800,000 to 2,000,000 souls, and as’we plough some 10,000,000 acres, an estimate of .our
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and.arts, Our township, county, and provineial exhibitions are a miost important and juteresting

_feature in connection with the progress of agrieultural industry. -

*We have also to offer you variations in your profession that now command the attention of -

-our most enterprising capitalists. I refer to fruit-growing and dairying. ' Cheese and butter-

making is conducted here on a scale and by methods unknown tothe average British farmer—a
branch of our rural economy characterised by immediate returns on moderateeapital. Xt appearsas

- most umnecessary to note that the, excellence in bulk and variety of. our fruits take no’second -

place in the world’s competition. The farmer’s archard here means one:sixth of ‘the family keep.
¢While & very large country, Ontario is not yet' thickly populated. Ontatio all over has only

surplus may.be made. That surplus, though not so large’as it ought to be, will ere long be an:
imimense one, even on thic doubling of population, Our flour.is well'known in your own markets

. as of superior quality. * The United States grade our. No. 2 barley as egual ta-their No. 1

(cause, soil and climate), and take all we can afford to seid them. "The herds and flocks of
Ontario are now looked up to by all on this continent as fountain-heads of .excellence, purity, and

‘healthfulness. We are at the present moment unable to supply the demand for Cotswold sheep

and Hereford cattle, and thus all over we are desirous of adding to our wealth and skilful

- management by the-accession to ourranks of those who have the pluck to endure a few years’

personal labour with the certainty of success in the end. I purchased 220 acres for 5280 dollars

* (£4 18s. 6d. per acre) ; beautifully situated upon the shores'of a'navigable lake within five miles .

of a téwn, which is the centre of a rising district of & midland county of Ontario, that soon
became the junction of two railways. Soil; a rich clay loam, naturally dry, except ten-acrés, and

.~ about fifteen very stony ; has been very poorly cultivated, is well sheltered (lake, south and east,, *

excepted) by one-third of the area which is' under 2 maple, beech, and birch: bush ; garden snd

". small orchard indifferent, fences old ‘and poor, houses fair, xoads good-; a stream runs diagonally

through the fatm, and therc-existed nc difficulty to a good title ‘and a iwell-surveyed boundary.

- Here I congidered that judiciously laid-out-money in permanent improvements, with better -

farming; and steady sclf-application to labour, would bring about a change. )

- ‘I shall place in juxtaposition to the Ontario case.that of a farma many years”in my own' -
hands in a.midland county of Scotland, which consisted of 100 acres arable, 40 dcres of meadow
pasture, 8nd ‘800 acres ‘of hill-grazing, and which comes in well in mdst respects as a fair, com-

. parative example. The case of both was for a husband, wife, and five children :—

Py ce " - - B L e . e s ’ .
*Ontario Proprictorship.—Taxes, inclading read-money, school-rates, railway bonus, and .

.gounty rate, 55 dollars,.or £11 6s. 4d.. - ‘

¢ Scotch ' T'enantship.~—~Rent and taxes :-Arable, 30s. pér acre; £150: l‘x.madow;f 18s., £36 ; hill,
pasture, £40 ; poor-rates (half), £4 16s.; road:tax (half), £2 18s.; fire insurance on buildings, ..
£2 2s.; cartages for proprietor, £1 38.; “Kan,” 15s.; interest on fence protecting from. game,

| £17 15s.; total, £255 9s,

e

"¢ Comparative Abstract.—Ontario Propristorship: Sum invosted, .{.3'215‘2;‘ taxes, £1235
annual maintenance of farm, £352; houséhold expenses, £199 ; gross annual-returns, £635 ;

surplus revenue during five years, £363 ; realisation after five years, £2550. Scotch Tmzan‘(shipl"

Sum invested, £2600 ; rent and taxcs, "£255 ;- annual maintenarice of farm, £724; -hougehold

tion after five years, £2400,

- »" expenses,’ £265; gross annual rentals, £1308'; surplus’ revenue during five years, £305; realisa- ™

“It appesrs, then, that a capital 6f £2600 invested in British farming fakes fully one-third .

‘of itself for annual support, of which one-fourth is household ; and that there is an annual gross,

. revenue equal to half the invested sum, which sum does not always increage in value, but may

. .andlabour. - -, .

be considerably lessened under certain” conditions: ~ It also appears that £2152 juvested in the
purchase of land and'the farming of it. in Ontario, requires one-fourth of itself for annual main-
tenance, of which one-half is household ; and thiat there is'a gross annual revenue equal to nearly
one-third of the invested -sumh, which sum increases 22 per cent. in value during years-under -
special conditions. ' The return per acre is much larger in Britain ; living is'not so different from
your class as may be supposed, and the great difference of annual inaintenance is largely in rent
¢TI could-say much more that would be of interest to old courtrymen and colonists, bit a
letter having to be a letter only, I must 'defer until & better opportunity for details. I trust very
many-of you will it once take advantage of the present condition of things, that is (1) your own .
difficulties, and {2) the fact-of land here being 25 per cent. lower in price than four years ago.’

. And now-just a few words as to Canada, and par’lziciﬂarly Ontario] as a field for emigration,
This is o question which I approach with some cantion. - ‘The country is undoubtedly a fine oune,

. and I was very nearly buying some land for myself there.” It, of course, has its drawbacks, as

every place must have.. In'the first place, its winters are nearly five months long ; but, from all T -

_ heard, the principal inconvenience is that the sheep, as well as eattle, haye to be housed during

that season. Then, the yields are not so great as on our English farms, and wages are higher ; .
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: b'lt to counterbalance this, neither the cost of land nor the rcnt :md taxes are so high a3 in this :
country, and cattle and the cost- of living are cheaper, -These small yields, tqo, ‘are in many |

cases uccounted for by bad farming, an error a new settler need not fall into; and, as it hax
“reduced the price of land, and as manure-is cheap, it is not altogether a great dxsa.d\antarre from
an English settler’s point of view. My advice ig, to people who, are getting on well in England’
or who hope for better times and can hang on, ¢ Stay w here you are ;' but for men who are sceking
" new fields in which to employ their capital and farmidy knowledr'e, and especially those who

h'ue grown-up families, I believe that Canada offers an opeaing, which is second to none. One -

can reach Canada much cheaper than any.other colony, and land is at a lower price, with.a better
" chance of selling the products to advantage. -There are many men in Canadn who started
as pioncers years ago with, no capxta.l but an axe, but, are now well off. '.l‘lns c:mnot but by
regarded as hopeful: .

Auyone with a small c'l.plt'l] need not, howe‘er, 2o throun‘h the ha.rdsh\ps of a back- woods-
man'’s life, now that cleared land is so comparatively cheap aml can be rented at such a low-price.

Agricultural labourers get good wages, and, I consider, have a good prospect. But'the Ontario

farms could get o better and more satisfactory system of labour if they would establish n class of
resident labourers on their land, similar to those: we have in Enfrhmd, providing cottages for
them, with small garden'lots, which couldeasily be done. -

T have been asked,.if Canada is'so fine a country, why the people who tiave lands there and
get on so well do not write for their fnends, in the same way as is done in the States? As
‘regards ‘this, in the first place, it must be remembered that the United States of America haq a

populnt:on more than eleven times as'great as Canada, so that it is'not astonishing that émigra- -

tion should be greater than to the lafter country. I quote the following figures taken: from
', Parliamentary returns, whlf:h show the relative emlﬂ'ratlon (British origin onl)) to both countries
from 1869 to 1873

f . .

. [ Cinada, ) . United States.
1869 S 0, LT 29921 . R LN T
1870 1 . . . 27168, L. . . 153,466 .
1871 . .. 24954 o e . 150788 . - .
1872 . . . 21328 P . 161,782 o
L

160 730 - -

]Zxceptmg laab )e:u‘ (1819 80), the emigration during tbeae permds h'w been the largest ov or
known, and it will'be seen that, according to the respective populations, Canada has secured a
greater proportion of Buitish emigrants than the United States.. Buf -she'not unreasonably

wants to get’ still more to occup; he large tracts of country which are yet onl_) very partially. .

inhabited, and thinks,:as a British volony, she has a«greater cl:nm to them.
I now conclude my tepm't R
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A PAPER .

" CONTHIBUTED

" By MR JAMES RIDDELL,

staying at the lalter address. -

P

. It has been suggested by'the High Commissioners of “the Dominion of Canada that I might

write a paper giving my personal experience of Manitoba and the North-West Territory for: the - ©
benefit of those who are intending to settle there. ' In doing so I must confine my remarks
"piincipally to Manitoba, where I have been for nearly four years. It is impossible to.epter into

any detailed account of the country without going over' much that has alrcady been written, but
1y remarks will be practical and based upon my own expericnce. Appreciating the difliculties

‘of the Scotch Tenant Farmers' Delegates in their hurried visit to the country, I will first take
. the liberty of corroborating gencrally the statements they have made. - )

The cluss of people most likely t6, succeed in Manitoba and the North-West Territory are -

" those who.intend farming, as the country is almost purely agricultural. They would have
. gredter advantages if men of practical experience, and willing to work themselves when necessary. -

- . Owing to the richness of -the soil crops can be grown with little trouble ; still, when farmed

according to: {he rules of good husbandry, it fully repays all extra time and care given to its
cultivativi. It follows as a certainty that the British farmer is, as a rule, capable of working
the land of Western Canada to the best advantage to_himself and to the country. |

The best time for settlers to arrive depends on their proposed line of action. By arriving in the -
" spring, a difficulty arises through thé absence of good roads, but this want is\now being removed -.

by railway extension westward, and by the: province being 'divided into municipalities, which
have the power:to assess landholders for the construction of roads and bridges. -The amount of,
agsessment on n 320-acre farm ranges from 6 to 8. dollars. a year,.and if judi¢iously ex-

pended will, within a few years, make substantial roads. To enteron’ unimproved land and
begin work immediately for the.purpose of cropping the following year, spring (notwithstanding
the state of the roads)-ig certainly the best time.- The roads become good in Jung, and remain so
if the season is dry; during the winter they are of course excellent. : But any season would be
suitable {ur the errival of young men who are in no-hurry to begin farming for themselves, and

- wish to gain information from those who have been some time in-the country: Those with
. faniilies and who possess capitil should allow the summer to be pretty well advanced before”
-going to Manitoba. L . i . B R
There are lincs of steamships to' Canada, sailing from London, Bristol, Liverpool, Glasgow,;

" Londonderry, and Cork, and I can speak as to the comforts and attention to be obtained on
- . board the Liverpool and Glasgow steamers. Through tickets can be had to Winnipeg, the entire.

trip taking fiftecn days.s L R ) .
* ~Passengers by rail in Canada are allowed a certain amount of baggage, about 300 1b. weight ;-
all above that weight is charged extra. It -is well to take out personal clothing, such:as tweeds

. (which will be found to be most profitable wear), flannels, blankets, ‘cutlery, or any light house--
> .hold articles. Furniture and heavier-goods can be bought in Winnipeg at reasonable prices. - A

- few-pairs of:boots, not too heavy, withotit iron, would be found useful.. It is only in summer .
. that boots are worn, as moccasons, o kind of “shoe mgde\of dressed modse and buffalo hide, are -

used during winter. ) . . E . T
On arrival at any of the ports, there are in waiting a staff of cwstoms officials who do their

duty agrecably, and all made-up-clothing for personal use, and settlers’ effects, are passed free of -
duty. ."When once your baggage is into the hands of the railway officials, you are relieved from |
- further care of it;as a ‘check’ system is in use, which. has been found to work satisfactorily, Every

parcel’ is numbered, a check with a duplicate number is given te

the owner, and on presenting

this at the ‘end 6f your journey your baggage is handed to you.

. Now that the railway system is extended to Winnipeg, that city is pérha.pé the best centre for
settlers to make for. On arrival, ample accommodation can easily be found 'at moderate charges.
Settlers should be on their guard against persons who have land to sell, and on no account

°

- OF Miami, Manitoba, formerly of undalee, J;éclburglz,.Scotlancl, who s temporarily A
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should they make a purchase until the land has been viewed, as many have been disappointed . . --

- ;under the circumstances,: = *

The seléction of alocation depends on the inclination of the settler, as well as theSmount of *’

“.money at his disposal. It is necessary to find out- the prices-of land in the different districts,

oy P{t’p@,“ Cl'ontr;'bu.lé(l 'I)y'.Mr. ;fd7)zes Ix’i’dclell. . © g7 ~

‘which.can be obtained on application at the Gévernment Land Offices at Winnipeg,and clsewhere, - -

or from the Land Regnlations isgued by the Department of the Interior: The Canadian Govern-
. ment have made provision for the sale of lands extending 110 miles on each side of the proposed
Canadish Pacific Railway, through Manitoba'and the North-West Territorics ; and until final
survey they have assumed a line running in a westerly direction from near Winnipeg.” This

 district is divided into belts. -The first belt of 5 miles on each side of - the line is called A, and

is sold at 5 dollars per acre ; & belt of 15 miles (B) on each side adjoining belt A, at 4 dollars; -

.+ abelt of 20 miles adjoining belt B, at 3 dollars per acre, and so on mmtil the 110 miles are dis-

\

pocd of, the price decrcasing the further the land lics from the railway.” * The above regniations
apply to about one half of the aren taken.in, which is to reimburse the cost of constructing the

- railway, the other half being open for homesteads (free-grant lands) and pre-cmptions (sold at -
half the price of railway lands) of 160 acres each, excepting school and Hudson’s Bay Company’s -

lands, for which 4 squarc miles are retained out of every, township (36 square miles). . It is usual
for those who wich for more than 320 acres of homestead and pre-caption to buy a picce of the
. adjoinjng railway land. The railivay lands adjacent to the line, although held at 5 dollats per acre,
in‘many cises are not so valuable as some §0 or 60 miles away, for the reason that unless the
land is dry and loamy it is not so easy to work. ' Those who scttle at a distance from the
Canadian Pacific f‘\nilway may be fortunate enough to be within easj rcach of some of the

€glonisation Railway lines, which are. reing made to act as feeders to the main line, -
3 The plan of survey is so simple, thot when anyonc mcets with Iand on which he may desire

to locate, its position is easily determined. The whole country is divided into townships of six

miles'square, cach of these is divided.into squares of one mile, which are again divided into four
squares of 160 acres.’ Around every square mile a rozd is laid of about 100 feet wide, All
surveys stort snd are numbered from the International boundary line.

The land along the Red 'and Assiniboine Rivers is heavy, strong ciay, and in wet seasons is’

.difficult to woik ; but with a dry spring and siummer good crops ean be grown. . It is unlike the - -

rolling . prairie: to the, West, with. its rose-bush and buffalo grass—unfailing marks of good.

. dry, loamy land—where the soil is from 2 to 4 feet deep and is neither miore nor' less than-
y .

decayed vegetable matger, resting on a layer of sand, with'a subsoil of heavy blue clay. These
-dry prairics are naturally drained by shallow ravines and small streams, which now.and again
spread themselves out, forming a marsh or hay meadow. On-land as described timber is generally,

- deficient, but the Government -has taken the' precaution to reserve timber lands with a view to
sell to settlers on homesteads-and pre-emptions to the exteng of ten to twenty acres, according to
quality. This arrangemient has been a great boon to the community. . -
It must be admitted that there is a deficiency of spring-water on the surface, but by sinking
wells from ten to tielve feét a plentiful supply can be obtained.  In the neighbonrhood of run-

- ning streams wells are not necegsary, as the stream water is wholesome and pure. These dry lands

are most preferable for settlement, and settlers would do-well to'locate there. A good deal has
been written about the wet landhg‘in Manitoba ; and, no doubt, up to the present time they have

formed a hindrance to settlers along the Red River Valiey, but now that the Government are

undertaking the drainage it will beyto a great extent remedied, and the richness of the soil and

the cheapness of the land will n:;al\ne< it to the scttlers’ advantage to continue in the samc .‘ ‘

‘direction.” - N

- Keeping in view that this paper isvdégjg-ned for the guidance of parties inéeniiing to settle int -
...+ Manitoba or the North-West Territory, itﬁn}ay ‘be nécessary to alludeé to the mode of starting on -

. s homestead. Xf the location is entered upon ‘in spring, the party ought either to boird with
some neighbour, or, as ig often done, tent out for the summer, ‘This arrangement'causes nodelay
in'preparing the prairie for the following year's crop. The eraction of house-and other buildinys
can be left till the fall. As a rule, oxen are employed for the first year or two, until oats are
g-own for the keep of horses, It does not requirda-large capital to commence farming comfors-

.. ubly on a free-grant . claim with the intention of -gradually reclaiming it ; the “following is the
usual outlay: - . S N a . :
‘ T Two yoke of oxen ... v

. One waggon it et

.Two ploughs and harrow .,
Chains, axes, shovels, etc. | ...:
- Stoves, beds, ete. ... ‘o ..,

House and stables ... = .., |
. - Mowing-machine ... . .., .
» : Cow - . . .

Provisions for one year, say ..,

»
Y

«
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Of cotitsc many ten siirt on 2 smaller scale than tlm, with one yoke of oxen, one plougb !
end without a ‘mowing-machine..
if land is purchased from the Govemmenb or pruate parties the price paid will require to be
added tothe above: Wild lands can be bought from private parties at from 2 to 5 dollarg per-acre,
according to location. ', Those with larger capital would do.well to buy some.improved farm with
50 or 100 acres rca,dy‘for crop, with dwel]mg house and stabling. .In this way a return js gotat
once for the outlay, and at the same time saves many of the hurdshqu one must naturally meet
with in sett]mg on a bare pmme. These improved farms can often be bou«ht for less than the
. cost of improv ements. .
* On an improved land’ the fol]omng is the mode of prepanng for crop The grass must be
“allowed to grow for some time, say till the middle of May, then plough about two inches deep,
and ploughing’ can be continued. till about the beginning of July. This is allowed to lie until
the end of Septenber, when it is turned back thh%.n inch or two of -extra soil. In this state it .
is ready for sceding with wheat or other crops. ~ Care should be taken not to' plough too deep -
- cither the first or sécond time—a mistake farmers from the Old Country mmnablg make, and
" thereby cause an éxcessive growth of straw. Linseed is grown with great success on the first
> ploughing in June, the seed being of much importance in stock-r eanh" The land bemg dry, as
. soon as the snow melts and the frost is a few- inches out of the ground the following spring, wheat’
should be sown ; barley and oats in succession. PBroadcast machines, eight or nine feet wide,
~ with light cultivators attached, are chiefly in use, and.have been found to make a great saving:
- im seed. The quantities sown‘ with, this seeder are: Wheat, 1 bushel and 1 peck per acre;
oatg, 2 bushels ; and barley,"1% bushel. Vegetativn .is rapid, and harvest is generally begun -
about the middle of August. . The reapers in use are all' self-binding. or self-délivering. Th"y -
are lighter than the English make, but are capable of doing-a deal of heavy work. Wheat
requires to be bound almost as soon as cut, the straw being dry and brittle ; but oats are usually .
.allowed to lie a day before lifting. The Cann.dmn system of lifting .and bmdmg is -a decided - -
‘itnprovement on the English or. Scotch style : on¢ man makes the band, lifts and binds his own_
gheaf. On a.good average crop of wheat (say-25 bushels per acre), four men’can lift and bind’
to a self-delivering machme, cuttmg 10 to 12 acres per day. After June or July almost no rain
falls, consequently grain stacks.are not thatched, but are thrashed as soon ss ploughing is stopped .
by frost. Travelling machines; with horse: or steam-power, are for hire, and are paid by the
bushel or the acre. ~Owing to the number of emigrants coming into the country, the towns and
- villages springing. up, and the construction' of railways, the ma,rket for wheat is local’; but by .
" the time there is a surplus, railway communication will be. opened so as to admit of- 1ts being
_ gent to Great Britain and elsewhere. Wheat'at 75 cents per bushel would amply repay the,
er in Mamtoba., and, af present’ prices in London’ or Glasgow for Amencan wheat, would
"Teave & rge margin for frexght and other expenses, -~
I will here state the cost of raising wheat per acre on our own land for the years 1879 a.nd
1880, likewise the average amonnt of produce for these two crops.

ot o

Zhrst the cost, which I shall nge at céntmct pnccs . o '
.Ploughixig . L '."’ o . - . ) T, §2:00 v
. Seed . N . . e < .. 90 .
s Sowmg and harrowing . . | . T . . .. 50
( . Reapmrr T . . . . 63 .
. A andmg P . Yoo ae 8. oqx
. Hurvestm? Stocking ' . . . 35 2_95
- ‘ Carrymg and. st'l.cmxx'r . . . 110 -
- Thrashing e . . . . . . 170 )
) S “ §505=£1 13- 1
MAverage of crops fo~r“1879-80, 28 bush. peracre at T5c. ~ - . 2100=£4 6 3
- o L. sumeln s

»

.Cost of production per bushu, ls. *8d., leavi mg a margin of nea.rly 13 dollars per acre; ’
This certainly is above an average yu.ld for Manitoba at the present time, but I believe that
with good management-and fair seasons, the average will come up to this or even more.
» If I mistake not, the two Royal Commissioners, Messrs; Read and Pell, stated that wheat
, eould not be sent from Manitoba to Liverpool to pay the gro%ver below 47s. per.quarter 3:I have -
- been unable to get a definite quotation of freights from- Wmmpcg to Ln erpool or Gln.sgow but
the following is an approximate :
. - Wheat has- already been sont from Winnipeg to Montreal—b) ra.xl to’ Duluthythence bv
" - - steamer to Montreal—at 30 cents per bushel. From Montreal to (:lamm\ frelghts for wheat
- qu\:ue r:mged from 68 cents tol ﬁollar 44 cents per qu'l.rter, say on an awe*age 1 dellar 6 cents.
his gives

»
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From Winnipeg to Montreal 30 cents pe:r Bishe . 7. . . §240 p;:r duarter.
. ~-Montreal to Glasgow . [ . . . . 106 °
Tusurance, landing charyes,-ete,, including weighing and allowance . '
forshorts -o- . & = . . oot .. 36
o L L $3-82=15s, 9d.
Cost of production per quarter DR .. 10 0
_Total cost per quarter . Cloe . _4 L 25s 9d,

“If these rates are corrcet--and I have every reason to believe they are—it is evident Messrs, .

- Read. and: Pell have ‘been led into error jn their statemients. American ,wheat at the present
time is-worth 53s. per quarter in'Glasgow, which shows a large margin for the growers’ profit in

Manitoba.- As soon as the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Hudson’s Bay routes are open,

- there cannot be & doubt that the cost of transit will be reduced.. - R R
" .Cattle-rearing is likely to pay well, as it is attended with little expense. They keep their
condition through the winter (where wind-brakes are: provided) on marsh hay, and this can be.

. had in abundance in almost any kind of season. It is cut in July or August, the earlicr the

.better fodder it makes, The marshes are level, and mowing machines make good work in the
cutting. - The expense of making this hay ‘docs not exceéed 1 dollar per ton,.and the usual winter

- allowance per head of variqus'ages is 2} tons. At present, cattle are allowed to graze on any
unfenced land during the summer, and find any amount of feed, such as wild tares, peas, and,
grasses, .The best season for ‘c\ows ‘to calve is about the end of April. Young cows are worth
35 dollars per head ;.a three-year-old steer.ready for work, 50 to 60 dollars. .
. Sheep can also be raised with profit.. " They can be kept during the winter without covering,
and get fat on hay grown on dry prairie, this being finer than the marsh hay. A cross between

* . the Lincoln and Cotswold will be found as profitable asany. Mutton is worth 12 cents. per Ib.,

and wool 30 to 35 cents. A

The climate has been repreéented\q.§ i)éing ahiiést impoésif)le to live in., Tt must be admitted

-mot much felt, - ~ - . T : . o

*  'Writers on Jowa and other States seem to attach much importance to the severity of our winters,
‘but it must be borne in mind that most of them have never experienced a winter in Manitoba.
I have noticed a letter in a Scotch newspaper from a Mr. Lauder, Dunfermline, giving a most
alarming account of the climate and soil of Manitoba. I find that many of. the statements he
makes are quite incorrect, and no wonder, as he-was only there for a very short time during
suminer.on a huriting expedition. ' As an instance of his inaccuracy, he states that there are

that the winters are nore severé than in' Britain, but the air is 50 clear and dry that the cold is

_eight months of winter and only four of summer, instead of this there.are four and a balf months |

‘of winter, and the rest spring, summer and sutumn!- L

I have no iden of entering into the comparative merits of Manitoba with Towa, or :1,113’v other

" couritfy, but it would be an injustice if I did not add my testimony to the advantages of Manitoba

- as a field-for emigration. * It has been said that Manitoba and the North-West Territory will be
-" the granary of the world,.and its rapid .development, the ‘amount of capital and skill which
is being expended on the cultivation of its soil,’and the towns and villages that have sprung up,
. are all strong evidences of the progress that has been made. - L . LT
'd t”&l’innipeg, in 1874, had.a population of only 5,000 inhabitants, while now it is fully more than
ouble: , . - - : ' .

1

Emmerson, Portage Ia Prairie,A Nelsonville, and Rapid City, and m{mj other v-illages,- have |

also become places of importance. - . - .
‘With the privileges offered in Manitoba and the North-West Territory, where-free grants of

. land are offercd to the<agriculturist, where land can be purchased for less'than is paid in Britain -

for merely occupying it, where all~improvements are one’s own, where education is free, and, in ,

fact, where nearly all the comforts of theOld Country are to be had, it is surprising, at this time
of continued depression in British farming, how few have a%ailed themselves of such a favouralle
opening. ° - ‘ ’ . - )

- O . . .

L



. EXTRACTS FLROM THE REPORT .OF MESSRS.- CLARE SEWELL READ AND

i, ALBERT PELL, M.P., UPON CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, PRE- .
. SENTED TQ BOTH HOUSES Of PARLIAMENT DY COMMAND OF HER
" MAJESTY, IN AUGUST, 1850. e e T

CANADA. : Lt

-Urox: the arrival of the Cify of Montrcul at New York, we were waited upon by the Hon,
Robert Read, senator, with an invitation fromh the Canadian Government to visit Ottawa, and .
- . make a prolonged tour-in the Dominion. We were compelled to decline the greater part of this
kind invitation, but Mr. R. Read courteously assisted us in our investigations in New York, and
. remained our guide and companion till we left Toronto. - -~ " | )
. Many of the general agricultural remarks thathave been made applyequally to Canada and’
- +the United States. It will be only possible now to say ‘a few special words upan the farming of -
the Dominion of Canada. * We had not time fo visit Lower Canada, nor did we see very much:-
,of Ontario. - The arable farming around Toronto is decidedly inadvance of anything we saw in
the United States.. The. cultivation strongly resembled that of England, and for cleanliness -
+ and produce would compare favourably with some of its well-farmed districts.. The soil is deep °
and fertile, The country has almost all been reclaimed from the primeval forest, and the Iabour
that has converted that woody region into miles of smiling corn-ficlds, must have been no easy
task. But in the great North-West, the country so recently opened to the ‘over-populated
. countries of the Old World, there is no forest to subdue, or scrub to wuproot., The whole is one
vast plain, more or less fertile, which can be converted.into a grain-field by the simple’ operation
of two shallow ploughings. The soil around Portage la Prairie.is a rich black loam, light of
tillage, yet sufficiently retentive to withstand severe drought. In many places there appeared -
little or no variation to the depth of three feet.’ In some spots the land is swampy and low, but
& few main dykes would dry many hundred acres, and with a soil so friable, no' drainage for -
surface water could possibly be required. -This vast region, called by some ¢the future wheat
granary of the New- World," had not in September. last the advantages of any railway. In this
respect Canada seems greatly in arrear of the United States. While in the latter country rail-
_ roads, made sometimes with English capital, are run through a country almost unpopulated in” -
.~ order to develop it, in the Dominion no railroad is made until it has a population on or beyond
it ‘that may be expected-"to pay the working expenses of the new line. It may be that the
* original shareholders of the pionecf railvoads of the States are often sacrificed, and their line is
.sold .for a’small sum fo some wealthy company. Butif Canada is to be developed with-a |
rapidity approaching that of the United States, the Dominion Parlinment must spread its railway
system somewhat more \quickly. A far-seeing policy must anticipate eventual profits from
- . opening a now inaccessible though rich region, rathér than expect immediate payment from the
- . traffic along the newlines\of railroad that must soon be made. - =
Much has been said aghinst the long and severe winters of Manitoba. No doubt the cold is -
" intense, and that for well-nixh five months in the yedr all field-work is suspended. Butitisa
crisp dry cold that is not so unp! nt, and with the first sharp frost and fall-of snow the roads
that were before impassable become excellent highways for the_cartage-of timber and of grain.
No doubt the grasshoppers dia in the years 1875 and 1876 destroy the few cereal .crops of the
early settlers.. But should they again invade the territory, it is confidently expected that with
‘the increased acreage planted with grain, their ravages must be distributéd over a much larger -
avea, and will not be so severely felt. It is also argued that no Indian-corn can be produced in
that northern-latitude, and therefore it will never be a region of cattle and of sheep. Cértainly-
" stock must be housed during the winter months, and provender of some kind must be grown to
.- feed them during that long and dreary season. - But there is no reason why abundant crops of
* natural hay and artificial grasses, such as timothy, rye-grass, clover, and Hungarian millet should
not. be grown in great abundance, and the deep and friable soil seems well adapted for the culti-
vation of-mangels and other roots. , . . o
No man should emigrate to the Far West who is not prepared to work hard and live hard,
: He may successfully transplant an English family into this region of ‘rude apundance,” but he
‘ ‘- connot expect to take with him the.comforts of an English home, = For years all new settlers, but

i

- -

- S




T e etaBa el e s s«

J

E.chacts from Mgssrs Read and Pell's I’qm: L A 131

- ~pecmlly the fgmqlgs, must ewpect to rough it. The old the slckly, and the faint hem‘tod sbould )
never emigrate, however poor. and sad their lot may be in the Old Country. " But to the young,
the vigorous, and the courageous, who cannot get a comfortable’ living in England, Manitoba
offers a home that will soon provide all the necessarics of life, and in a few years of steady and
well-directed toil, will probably ensure a competency and poasnbly o moderate fortune. It may
be a very good: countty for a farm labourer to settle in, but it appears especially adapted as a field

_'for the practical hardworking stalwart young farmer who has a few hiindr ed pounds in his pocket,
and who would know how to- spend it to the best advantage.’

In the Appendix will' be found the Government regulations, recently issued, respectmn' the -
disposal of public lands for the purposes of the Canadian Pacific Railway.”* The Order inCouncil *
of November, 1877, is now cancelled, and settlers who had taken up’ land under the order are to
e dealt thh and their claims ad]usted under the new.provisions, which certainly are more -
encouraging to séttlement than the’ old ones. We have also added in the Appendxx a short L
account of the land system of, the different provinces of the Dominion.

" -"To'those who could net endufe the rough life of the West, there are many farms o6f 100 or 200
acres to be bought in Ontario and Lower Canada at from 50 t0100 dollars an acre. These farms
maybencara good town or railway, and are weli fenced, and upon which decent farm-houses and suit-*
able buildings have been crected. Thekre are-also in ‘those localities sundry such farms to let at

. from 3 dollars to 5 dollars an acre ; or they can be hired by the tenant paying the rent in kind

. by a fixed portion of the produce, while occasionally the farm is worked in shares; the landlord

- finding all or a portion of the live stock of the farm. This may be an easy means for a farmer . '

without capitalto work his way up, but it scldom leads to any pe'-ms,nent friendly relations
between'landlord and tenant.

Our regret at not being able to describe more fully the agriculture of Canada is considerably
'modified by the fact that in the autumn of last year 14 tenant farmers’ delegates from Scotland .
and the north of England visited the Dominion, and have since written a series of mos’ useful,
and exhaustive reports These reports have been freely circulated by the Department of Agricul-
ture of the Canadian Government, and ‘their contents are widely known. ‘But there was one
great feature ‘of Canadian farmmg, viz,, its dairy produce, which seemed to 'us to require svme
special notice, and we have therefore to call'attention to the separate x'eporb of Mr John Cln.y,
]umor, upon this sub]ect which will be found in, the Appendlx. )

Tbe followmrr is’a short SUMMARY of the LA‘\’D st‘rmt of the dlfferent Pnovmcns of the -
Donmm\ op CA\:ADA. . L

In Manitoba and the North-West Temtones free gtants of 160 acres are gwen to any head

*ofa famﬂy, male or female, or to any person over eighteen- years-of ‘age, on condition of three

yeats’ settlement from time of entry. For'the necessary documents for the reglstmtxon and

taking up a free grant the fee is 10 dollars, payable when the title is issued. A person entering

for a homestead may also enter the adjoining qua.rter section (160 acres), if vacont, as,a pre-

- “cmption right, and enter into xmmedutc possession thereof, and on fulfilling the conditions
of his homestead, may obtain a patent for his pre-emption right on p&vment for, the same at

" the rate of 1 dollar per acre, if outside the railroad belts, “but if within such belts. at the ™
price set forth in the regulations, the maximum price being 2 dollars 50 cents per acro (10s,).

Free grants of lind are also made for the culture of forest, trees outside the r:ulway belts,
in addition to the homestead, but settlers c:mnof; take up the pre-emption land as, well as the -
‘grant for the culture of trees, -

The Legislature of Manitoba, .in 1872, passed a Iomestedid E\emptxon Law, which in
addition to exempting from seizure for debt the debtor'’s goods, as follows :—furniture, tools,
farm implements in use, one cow, two oxen, one horse, four sheep, two pigs, and thnrty ‘days”
provender for the same ; also enacts that his land to the extent of 160 acres shall be free from =~
seizure, as also.the house, stables, barns, and fences on the sa!ne, in the case of n.ll wnts issued by
any court in the province.

Free grants of from 100 to 200 acres are also made in the provinces' of Ontario and Quebec,
on residential conditions, and they also have homestead exemption laws, but not quite so liberal’
as that of Manitoba. Xands can also be purchased in these provinces at reasonable rates. S

There is alsé land available for settl(.ment m Nova Scotia, Mw Brunswwk aud Bntxsh
Columbia on very reasonable terms, .
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XTRACTS FROM THE CHAPTLR OF THE ‘
‘COLO’\TIZATION CIROULAR’ RELATING TO CANADA R

]ssued by tlze Imperzal Cozomaz Oﬁue. ' .

1

D()\II\TIO\T OI‘ C)\\"\TADA

THL Temtory comprised in the Dommxon of Canada contains about 8,500,000 s:juare

4 ' miles, extending from “the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, and at its southem point
escription,

reaching the 441;11 parallel of latitude. It possesses thousands of square miles of the

climate, ete. finest forests on the "Continent ; w: idely spread- coal-fields, extensive and productive

B

+ Loeal
QGovern:
ment. '

. m|xc§t§ion.

a Popﬁh!:ion.

fisheries ; its rivers .and lakes are among the largest and most remarkable in the
world, and the millions of acres of ‘prairie lands in the newly opened-up North-West
territories are reported as being among the 'most fertile on the continent of America.
Canada is divided into seven Provinces. - Each Province is divided into Counties
and’ Townships, having their own Local Boards, and Councils, for® regulating local

. taxation for roads, schools and other municipal purposes

Religious liberty prevails.

- The Educational system is under the control of the Goxernments of the various
Provinces. Fiee schools are provided, and facxlxtxes are aﬁorded to succ»ssful pupils
for obtaining ‘the highest education.

The popula.txon at the last census.(in 1871) was 3 602,596. Among zts mhabxtants .

- there were 219,451 natives of Ireland, 144,999 of Engl.md and Wales, 121,074.of

. Scotland, 64, 447 natives of the United States. and 24,162 natives of Germzmy. The

T."lcic. R

census will be taken again in 1881, wher the populatlon will no doubt be found to
have much increased.

The following figures show the imports and’ cvports for ‘the fiscal yecar ending
June 30th, 1880, and also the value of the exports to, and unpoys’from, the Umtea
Kingdom durmvr the same period. -

Value of Imports ... . : (86,480 747
Valué of Exports ... LT 87,911,458
Exports to the United Kmr*dom e [ 45,846,062 .
Imports from the United Kmtrdom 4 34,461,224

An examination of these figures, compared with those of the United States, shows

"‘that the imports.of Canada from Great Britain, in proportion to- the population,

Cliraate.

represent 32s, per head, as against.8s. 4d. per head in the United States.
In a country like the Dominion of Canada, extending northward from the 44° of

* latitude, the climate is naturally variable; but speaking generally,-the summers are

" hotter than in England and the winters colder However, if the climate of a country

is to.be measured by its productions, thien Canada, in the quality of her timber, grains, .
fruits, plants, and animals, must be accorded a front rank. R
The extremes of cold, though of short duration, and the winter covering of snow,
have given Canata the reputation of having an extremely severe climate, and atten-
tion has not been sufficiently directed to the clmumstance that by the warmth of the

_sununer months, the range of production is extended, in grains, from oats and barley

to wheat and ‘maize ; in frmts, from apples to peaches; grapes, melons, nectarines, and
apricots; in vegetables, from turmps, carrots, and cwbbages, to the egg-plant and-
toxmtoes.

~ Snow and ice are no dr'm'b'\ck to the Can-tdzan winter. To Canada thcv mesan
not only protection to her cultivated acres, almost as valuable.as a covering of manure, -
but the conversion of whole areas, during several months in the year, toa surface upon

- which every man may make his own read equal to a turnpike, in any direction; over

'
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swanp or ﬁeld Iake or uver, and on-which millions of tons are annually tmmpom.d
“at the minimum cost, whereby employment is a.ﬁorded for man and horse when’ cultx-
vation is"arrested by frost.

Intensity of winter cold has little effect upon the afmcn]tm'e of a countrv e\copt -

the beneficial one of pulverising the soil where e\posed * High spring and summer
.tumpera.tures, with abundance of rain, secure the ccrtam npennw of mmzc and the
melon in Canada. -

" The difference between tbe -mean annual tempemture of. the Atlantic and Paclﬁcu
coasts of Canada for the same latitude is very great that for the Iatter bemg much

higher, and thus wheat is raised \uth profit in‘lat. 60° N., long, 122° 31’ W. -In

Manitoba in lat. 49° 30’ N., long. 97° 30°. W., wheat 1s sown in Mn.y and reaped the -

- Iatter end of Angust, after an interval of 120 days.
- The great prairie region ‘of Canada has n mean sammer tempenturc of 65°, with
abundance of rain’;  the winters cold and dry climate and soil similar to that part

of Russia where la.rge cities -are found‘“‘]’:t—}s—ﬁ:ee from pulmonaty comghmtq and ',

fevers of every type,-and the country ‘generally is_ healthy.

The snow-fall’ in the West and’ South-West parts of ‘the Terntones is compara-
tively light, and cattle may reinain in'the open air all the winter, subsisting on the
prairie grasses, which they obtain by scraping away the snow ‘where nécessary.

There are neumly 7000 miles of railway in work in_ the Dominion, e\tcndm" from
the western porhons of Ontario to Halifax in Nova Scotia, and St. John in"New-
Brunswick, while its rivers and lakes form a lng,hw'ty during the summer- months

" from the interior to the ocean.

.

————

Means of
-communicas
tion. -

It may be mentioned that Canada possesses the most perfect system of mlandA
navigation in the world. At the present time vessels of 600 tons go from Chicago to -

Montreal'by way of Lakes Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario; and the River St. Law-

rence, a distance of 1261 miles. The locks on the Welland Canal (connecl;m-T Lakes.

Erieé and Ontario) "and those on the St. Lawrence River are, however, in course of
enlargement to 270 feet long and 45 fect wide, with a depth of 14 feet ; and when

this great work s completed, , steamers of . 1500 tons burthen will be able' to carry

produce direct from Western. Canada and the Western States of America to Monireal
and’ Quebee, -which will effect a further reductlon in the cost of transit of. cexen.ls and'
other products.
The distance from Chlcaoo to Montreal (where ocmn gomg steamers of- 4000 tons
can.be moored alongside the quays), by the Canadian route, is 150 miles less than
' from GChicago to New York, vi4 Buffalo and the Erie Canal, anid. there are-16 more
locks and 89} feet more locka.ve -by the latter route than by the former. It is there-
fore expected that upon the completxon of the enlarged canals, within two years, much
. of the grain from Western Canada, as well as from.the Western States of America,
' will find its way to' Europe vi¢ Montreal, as,-in addition to its other advantages, the
distance from Montreal to Liverpool is about 300 miles less than from New York. -

.Canada- possesses excellent postal arrangements: a post-office being found in Postal and

almost every village, and every place of any meortnnce {s connected with the electric

o telegraph.

- gation is open, and ‘outdoor opemnons are commeneing. The emigrant. will then be cmigrate.

able to take advantage of the spring and sumner work and to get “scttled before the
winter sets in.

Telegraph”
arrange-

ments.
. The best time to arrive in North America is ew,rly in IVIav when the inland navi- Time to

The voyage to Quebec occupies on an average nfbout ten d'ws by steamer, :md the T"'“c of .

. journey to the North-West four days longer.
It is. now proposed to offer a few remarks on each’ of the dlﬁu‘ent provm\.e‘z of
which'the Domxmon of Canada i is compused.

MANITOBA B .
AND ° '
. THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

The country.now known as Manitoba-and the North-West Territories wag granted Mnmtoba

ransit.

by charter to the Hudson Bay Company, in 1670, during the reign of Charles IL., as ?\'ﬁ tgzl;\'c ot

Territories. .

- a-hunting and trading ground, and was held by them and the North-West Company
- (these two. corporations amalgamated in 1821) until 1870, when their rights were
transferred to the Dominion.. These ficts form an mtelhgxble reason why this part
of the country has only recently become known' as an, agricultural region ; for the

disturbance of the' lands would naturally have led to the interruption of the staple:

-trade of the company which controlled it for so many years.
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Extentof - Mu.mt,oba., a prov ince w!nch has ’beem ma.de out of the North-West. Tcmtory, is
2,‘,‘(}'3?"“ sxtuated betwecen the parallels 46°—50° 2" north latitude and 96°—99° west longitude, °
North-West iR the very heart of the continent of America. It is 135 miles long and 105 miles
Tesritorics, wide, and contains in round numbers 14,000 square miles, or 9,000,000 acres of land. ..

. Roughly speaking; the North-West Territories bclnn"mg to Canada.cover about

2,500,000 square miles, and contmn about 200,000, 000 acres of ie):tl]e land, which are -
. now waiting settlement. -
Freegrants . Any male or female who is the he'xd of a family, or any pcrson who has attained
gfﬂl‘,:;;gb& * the age of 18 years, can obtain a frec grant of o guarter section of 160 acres; and
ind the -+ an also make an -entry for .pre-emption rights to the adjoiniug qu.‘mr sectxon, ab
North-West the Government price: ranging.from one dollar per acre upwa.rds.
Territorits. Lands can also be purchased along the line of the Canadian Pn.cxﬁc Railway at .
: o pnces ranging from 4s..to £1 per acre, according to-distance from the railway.
--Guidos, -, * . Intending settlers should go at once to the TLand Office in the district where ‘they «..
. -intend to settle : and guides will be-sent with them free of charge to point out acant' :
lands available for settlement; .
Capital The following is the amount of | cwplta.l consxdered necessary fora man witha famx]y
required. | to start farming on free grant of praivic land. , Tt has been'compiled from various'
’ . works‘that have been pubh.shed on Mamboba and the l\orth West Terntorjr, and may
- b«. acccpted as reliable.. - .- .

. l’rovxslons for one year .. .. . S:’.O@
T " Oneyokeof oxen ... - .. e e ow .. 130
.. Onecow S e e e e e 80 ¢
One waggon ... " . e e .. 0080
. Breaking plou"h and hmm.v e 30 -
. Chains, shm.els spades, houks, ete. . v -aae 20 . .
. Cooking stove :mdfurmtmo T e
Seeds ... e “ 1ede e ... 20 - o
. - Bmldmg contmgencxes, eter w60

,

) $600, or £120.

It is of course bascd upon the '1.ssumpt10n that.all payments for goods are to be

- made on delivery, but as a settler could obtain many of his requirenients on credit

until such time as his first crops are harvested, it is fair to assume that a much lower

sum than that named-above would really sufﬁce, especially as a settler and his family

- who have not much capital would be able -to. command ‘s good price for their own

labour during harvest time, and thus' add to their capital until they have.a suﬁicxent
quantity of their own land under cultivation to keep them fully occupled.

It may be added that an cnergetic man landing in Canada with only a pound or, .
two in his pocket is able. to look at the future cheerfully. Many such men have taken
up the frec grants, and .then have hired themsclves out to labour, cultivating their
own land during spare time, and employing a man at harvest or when necessary. By
this means they are able to. stock and cultivate their farms .in a few years, with the
results of:their own labour and the profits of their harvests, and there are many men
in Canada now in poquons of independence who commenccd in the way above
described., -

i It will'be anderstood that the ﬁ'rures named above do not include the paﬂsa"e of .
" the settler' ‘and his family from En«l'md to Manitoba and the -North-\Vest - )

Cost of The costiof breaking up the prairic land is estimated at 3 dollars per acre, and the
_'brcizkmg plou"hm sowing, ha.rv.'est;mfr and-thrashking, the second year, 4 dollars per acre.

up land. . %

Improved Improved farms can be purcbased from £1 per acre upwards.. N

farms, -

Fucl, - - There is not somiuch woodland in the prairic districts as in other parts of Cana.d:!.,

but there is enough for the purposes of fucl and fencing, and timber for building pur-

. posea can be purchased in the-larger towns and scttlements, :
Canadian This line of railway, which is to conncct the Atlantic and Pacxﬁc Oceans, is now -
Pacific in course of construction by the Government' of the Dominion, and is expected to

Railway. oo from 75 to 80 millions of dollars, Two hundred and sixty miles of the line are:

’ -now in oporation.: This will be increased by about five hundred in 1881, and in 1882
over seven hundred miles ‘will be open, extending from Lake- Superior throun'h Mani-
toba and westward through the Territories to near Fort Ellice, thus eﬁ'ectmg a saving
. in the distanee from Manitoba and the North-West Territory to the ports of shipment
. for Europe of about four hundred miles, as compared with the existing route from
the Western States of America, vié New York., This railway will pass throu"h‘- ex-
tenswe coal-ﬁelds, which will ensure an unlimited supply of fuel, .

.
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.~ It may be mentioned that there are two routes by which an intending scttler can Routesand- -
-réach Manitoba from Quebee, or any other Canadian Port, namely the ¢all rail route,’ i’;ﬁﬁ&‘ﬁ}u e
. vid Detroit, Chicago, and St. Paul to Winnipeg,.or by what is called the Lake route, gjop, -
i.e. by railway to Samia or Collingwood on Lake Huron, thence by stcomer to .
- Duluth on Lake Superior, and by rail from Duluth to Winnipeg. The. journey by
the former route is quicker by about a day; but the latter is more economical. By -
either of these routes the settler will he-met by the Agents of American Lind and
Railway Companics, who will endeavour to persuade settlement in the United States’
as preferable-to Canada ; but the settler is advised 'to proceéd direct to his intended .
. destination, and decide upon his location after per<onal inspection.. In 1882 a line of
railyay .will be completed from Thunder Bay (Lake Superior). to Winnipeg: and
. -westward. . Tt will pass entircly .through Canadian Territory, and its benefits both to |
" new and old settlers’ will be very great. y It may be added that most 6f the riversand .
lakes in Manitoba and the North-West are navigable,.and that steamers now.ply
during the season on the River Saskatchewan, between” Winnipeg and Edmonton, a,
" "distance by water of about 1200 miles, with passcngers and freight, calling at Prince
Albert, Carlton, Battleford, and other places on the way. Steamers also run regu-
larly between Winnipeg, St. Vincent, and other places on the Red River. There is
also steamr communication' on thé River Assiniboine, between Fort Ellice and .
‘Winnipeg. R ST . o .
-~ Manitoba is situated in the middle of -the continent, nearly’ equi-distant, from the Climato.
"-Pole and the Equator, and the Atlantic and Pacific Occahs, The climate gives con- |
‘ditions of decided heat in summer, and decided cold in winter. Fhe snow gocs away,and,
ploughing begins in April,- which is about the, same time as in the ‘older provinces of
Canada and the' Northern United' States on the Atlantic seaboard, and the North-
*" Western States of Minnesota ahd Wisconsin. The crops are “harvested 'in August,
. "The long sanny days of summer bring vegétation of all sorts to rapid maturity.. The
. days are warm and the nights cool. . D o SN
Autumn begius about the 20th of September, and lasts till the end of November, * -
- when the regular frosts setin.. The winter proper comprises the months of December,
+ January, February, and March._ Spring comes early in April. ~ The semmer months,
are part of May, June, July, August, and part of September. In winter the ther- -
o monleter sinks to 30 and sometimes 40 degees below ¥%cro ; but this degree of cold in .
. - the dry atmosphere of the North-West does. not produce any unpleasant sensations. .
The weather is not felt. to. be colder than in the province of Quebec, nor so toldas - -
. milder winters in climates where the frost, or even a less degree of cold than frost, is
accompanied with damp or wind. The testimony is universal on this point. - .
Snaow does not fall on the prairies to an average greater depth than eighteeninches; |
- and buffaloes and horses graze out of doors all winter. Horned cattle also graze ont *
-of doors part of the winter, but in some states of the weather they require to be .
brought in. Instances are, however, stated, in which horned cattle have grazed out .
all the winter. s o T - .
The following table represents the mean temperatures of 'Winnipeg, Toronto, and _ -
Battleford, for each month-of the year ending July, 1879 : . - .
e Toronto. Winnipeg. . Battleford. .

b,

e Augnst ... .0 .0 .. - .. 6638 . 6734 6779 . .
w .. . September . .. - .. .. 5818 5218 4710 . ..,
. October "-... e .. 4584 - 3584 T 3452 )
November T e T, oL 8606 3066- - 2866
December -~ - .. w2578 1197  ° 648
‘January ... ‘- .. e’ . 2280 - —610 - 045

© . .February .. ... et el - 22740 21232 10925 -
March ..o .7 L ol T L0 28930 0 1414 (1680 | .
April” ... . w0 L. Tl L4072 3910 4670
May oG e e - B1T4 L 5313 T 5335,
June oo e 61:85. © 6320 T 6045 .
July .. .- 6749 - 6819 - 6395 '

It will be noticed that from-Toronto westward, the temperature rises during tho
. summer months, and as .the average yield of wheat ‘per acre in Manitoba and the
- North-West is equally as Iarge (if not larger) both in quantity and in weight as in the
- United States, it would seem that in conjunction with the fertility of the-soil, this . -
" temperature is very favourable to cereal crops. - The fall of snow is'also less it the
Western™ portion of the Dominion. In the first half of the year 1876 it was
284 inches, and in the second balf 293 inches; but the smow is no.drawback to the -
. growth of the crops, which are sown in April and May, and harvested il August
and September, © =~ - | - - ) .

\
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oL e soil is & decp alluvial deposit of un:urpn.ssed rnclmess. It is mo:tly pmme, '
and covered with grass. - It' produces bountiful crops of cereals, grasses, raots, and '
vegetables: .So rich is the soil that wheat has been cropped off the same p]ace for
forty. years without manure, and without showing signs of, exhaustion.
’ The following: extracts' from the reports of the English and Scotch f'u'mcrq,
* sclected by the farmers in their reqpectne districts, who went out to Canada in 1879
to rcporh upon the country, are mtereatmo g and rdnble on this sub;ect I .
- : . ~\\ Mr..BIGGAR, The Grange, Dalbcame. ' .
. ‘As afield for wheat-raising, I would much prefer | Manitoba. to, I)ml\ota Thé -
first cost of the land is less; the soil is decper, and ‘will stand more cropping ; the
sample'of wheat js bettery and the pmduue five to ten bushels per acre more, all of
which is proﬁt.

.

Mg, GEORGE Cow‘w, Annan,

speaking of Mx-. Macl\enzxes'-fa,rm, at .Bumslde, says :. ‘T was certmnly surpnsed

. at-the wortderful fertility of the soil, which is a rich black leam, averaging about
18 inches of surface soil, on friable chy subsoil, 5 and 6 fect. in.depth, beneath which -

is 4 thin layer.of sand, I) ing on'wa stiff clay, The land is qmte drv and -is well
watered by a fine stream which flows through it.” - ) .

* * o 'ﬂ' A ‘* * * * -
¢ The hml between R'xpxd City and ‘the Assiniboine, which lies to the southward

. 23 miles distant, is a nice loam with clay subsoil on top of gravel. 1 was very hig rhlv .

" fmpressed with the fertility of the goil, some of it being.without exception the richest

T have ever seen, and I have little doubt it will coninue for- many years to produce

excellent crops of graln without any m'mure, and with xery httle expense in culti-
\:mon. -
. , Mg. JOH\ Logay, Eazlston, Berwick, says : )
o “CAll the lnnd mund this district \Assmxbomc) is very good, being 4 fcet decp of
. black loam, as we saw from a s:mdplt S E

'. .- . Mn. Jouy. Sxow,” Mullothzan. .

’ ‘A]ong the Red River and about Wi innipeg the soil is very stron" black vegetable
mould, and I have no doubt most of it would carry paying crops of wheat for thirty
years; but it is very. flat, and I must say that I like the country better west'of Win-
nipeg, and the furthest point we reached, 150 miles west of Winnipeg, best'of all.
You have here the Little Saskatchewan River, with fine sloping ground on each side ;
the soil; and what it produced was good,-as you.will see from the samples of each I

" nos show you, ‘Talso show Yyou samples from other pdrts ; and, as I will show you
fuither on, the Americans themselves- admit that we have ground better adapted for
Lrow mg wheat and raxsmg cattie HNhey ha.ve.

"¢ We saw th.x.t a black vegetable mould covered the surface from. 18 mches to 2, .
‘3 or 4 feet dc.ep .

* . u' »

Mn. ROLERT PLA'I‘ Szllotlx, Cumberland. .

_ “Soil.—Contrary to my expectations, instead of ﬁndmﬂ a wet swamp, as I pxctured
to my own mind, I found a deep black loamy soil, varying in depth from 2} to 3} feet;
and in some pl.nces where' it has been cut through on the banks of some rivers, it has
beenfound to the depth of 10 to 12 feet, and is specially adapted for the growing of - °
wheat, being preferrcd by the millers to almest any other on account of it being so
dry and thin skinned: It has been known to grow wheat for many years in successmn, .
¢ . without manure. If the.report was correct, the soil I have sent down to you has |
: «rown wheat for thu-ty years, and the last crop ylelded 35 bushels per a.cre.

- .ME. JoBN Maxw ELL, Carlisle.
¢The sml throughout’ the country is a rich black loam, 6 mches to 6 feet deep,
" almost entirely:free from stones, and varying in quahty in different dxstncts on a
subsoxl of strong or friable clay or sand,’ . .

Arcrage The average wheat-yle]d in Manitoba and tho North-West would appear to range
RS from 20 to-30 bushels per acre, and the weight from 60 to 63 Tb. per bushel. Ba.rlcy
. and oats yield good averages, as also potatoes and other root crops.
.The followmg figures, taken from-the reports of the delegates of the Enghsh and
Scotch tenant fm'mers, may also be found interesting. on this point :

L . Mz. JaMES BIGGAR, of The Grange, Dalbeattic, says :, .
*We heard very different statements of the yield of wheat, varying from 25 to 40
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tmu« hds \IcLe:m, a farmer near Portage, had 1230 bnshcls of Tife wheat off 40 acres, -
Another man, a native of Ross-<h1re, who.was ploughmg his own lazd, told. us he had
cropped it for seventeen years in succession, his last crop yielding 35 bushels per acre,
. Mr. Ryan, M.P., a good authority, said the average of wheat might safely be taken
at 25 to 30 bushels and of oats 60 bushels. . . . Next day we drove over Messrs,
Rlddle s farm ; tben' wheat has averaged fully 30 bushels per acte. L. :
© Mr GEORGE Cowax, Glenluce, Wigtown, says: Tk

¢ \Ir. Mackenzie's. farm is at Burnside, about'9 miles from Portage ia I’ramc e
He favoured me with his average for the seasons of 1877 and 1878, and ' ki estimate . -
- for the present year. Wheat crop, 1877, 41 bushels; 1878, 36 bushels ; ; this year
(1879) he expects it to be close on-40, bushels, average Welght 60 to 62 1b. ; but he
‘has grown it as high as 641b. per bushel. Oatslast year (1878) he had 2 yield of 88
bushels from two bushels of seed sown on ong acre; this year (1879) his estimate is
from 75 to 80 bushels per acre. . Mr. M. also grows excellent root crops, his swede
turnips averaging 30 to 35 tons ; and potatoes without any care in cultivation, somo- ',
times even not being moulded up, yield between. 300 and 400 bushels of 60 1b,
Onions when cultivated are also very prolific, yielding as much as 300 bushels per acre,
Man«el also grows very l\eavy crops, but Idid ot sce any on the ground.

. 4

- We kpent 2 short time on the farm £ Mr. McBeth, and walked over a ficld which °
T was informed had been continuously under crop for ﬁfty -four )ears. .o o I wastold
xt would av erage 28 or 30 bushels. per acre.’- .

Mz. ‘R. W. Gorpox, Annan

K W'hea.t may safely be estimated to yield with® reasonable cultuatxon 30 buxshcls of

60 Ib,, and oats 60 bushels of 32 Ib/ ‘ 5
..+ Mg, Locay, Earwon oo : ..
spe‘.l\mf* of. t'he yield about: ngh Bluff, says:<The land here has grown wheat
for foﬁ.y years in succession, yielding from 25 up to 40 bushels per acre. There are
not mary oa.ts sown here, but the geneml produce is 70 bushels per acre. v
»

L We n.m\ed at Portage on Swurday afternoon. . . . He told us he had ﬂ'rown
good crops at an average of 32 bushels per acre of 60 lb. weight.’ .

- Mg. Sxow, Fouitain Hall A dlozluan. :

*T consider 1 keep safely within the mark when-I say that, taking a good piece of:; VR
land, it will produce 40 bushels the first year, and an av, erage of 30. bushels for tlurty ¢
Yyears, without manure,” ) .

. . MB. Johx MAXWELL, Carlwle. .
LA ‘I give an estimate of the cost of.wheat crop in Dakota. The same sy\tem mny PO
. be.sdopted in the Canadian North-West to advantage, as the average yield, so far as ' -
can be learned on pregent information, will be 8 to 10 bushels per acre higher.than the
vield in Dakota, United States Térritory, and évery extra bushel produced tends: to
reduce the first cost per bushel to the producer.’ o
All the other delegates confirm these figures. =~ - T ® 7
In Manitdba; a homestead exemption law was passed in 1842 wlnch exempts from Home&tc.ul
seizure for debt. 460 acres of land, house, stable, barns, f\muturc, tools, farm imple- Exemption
ments. in use, one cow, two cxen, one horse, four sheep, two pxgs, and thlrty days’ pro- W :
vender for same.
Any person, malo or female, having attained the age of exrvhteen years, can enter a Tree -
" claim for a quarter section (160 acres) of unappropriated Doniinion lands, as7a claim Sulturc.
for forest-tree planting, and will receive a patent on certain specified conditions and'
proof of cultiyation. The fee for the necessary documents is 10 dollais. No person
can take up both a tree-planting grant and a pre- emptxon but either one or-the other
can be secured in conjunction with the free'grants. . s
* . Farm Tabourers can.obtain from £30 to £40 a'year and board. TFemale domestic Prico of
servants 20s.-to 24s. per month with board.” Mechs.mcs earn from 8s to 12s, lbour.
er da; .
P Thz followmg are tlxe prices of horses, ca.ttle,‘farmmo nnplements 'and commodities Prices: N
" generally :” - a
’ Horses per p:m'. about £60; oxen per yoke, £26 to £30 5 cow, £6 to_£7 each
waggons, £16 to £18 each ; ox cart, £3 to £4; breaking. plough and harrow, from
£6. to £8; common plou'*hs about £8 12s, ; reapers, £20 to '£30; mowers, £14 to
£25 ; spades 4s. 6d.; shovels, 5s,; bay-forks, 8s. ; manurc-forks, 4s. Beef, 5d. to
:d. per pound ; pork, 5d. per pound; flonr, 24s. per barrel ; butter, 1s. per pound ;-
s 1s per dozen ; bve'v.d 4%d. to 54, per 4 1b, loaf. ; sql.t Td to &d. per lb. L :
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pomtoes, 1s. 9d. to 2s. per bushel t&rt, 2s. to 2s. 3d per lh. ; sugar, 4d. to Gl;

coffee, 10d. to 1s. 6d.; tobacco,  2s. to 2s. 3d. Coal oil, 1s, 9d: per gallon. th,

"three-hoop, 1s. 3d. each. Stout suit of clothing for a man, £2to £3; fult hats, from
R £ bootu 8s,t0 12s.; grey bl:mkots Ss. to 125 pér pair. .

R - - . . O\TARIO .
Elrcc grants Every head of a famx]y can obtain -a_free grant of 200 acres of land. and :my
Ontarie.  porson 18 years of age may obtain 100 acres in the frec-grant districts. ~The con- .
S ditions arc :—15 acres in cach grant of 100 acres to bé cleared and under crop in five -
' years; a habitable house at least 16 feet by 20 'built ;- and- residence’ on the la.nd at -
. least six months in each year. The patentis jssued at the end of. five years. S
]Pngi of Uncleared la.nds can also be purch:xsed ab"prices \ax-ymg ‘from 2s. to 405. per
. in acre.
 Improved Cle:!.md and lmpmved farms mth bulldmas can be bought M‘. from £4 €o’ £10 per .
Iaris, acre. The money can nearly alwa.ys be paid in instalments covering scveral )(.a.rs.

Soil, ) ' The soil of the country variesin Jiffcrent localities, but a large proportion is. of B

the very best’ description for agricultuial purposes,

Climato. . The climate ismuch the same as in some other parts of the Dommwn ‘but mxlder -

in the winter than in Quebec.

Cereals, grasses, and roots produce large crops,  and fruxts grow in greab abundance;

.hemp, tobaccd, and sugar bect are-also proﬁtn.bh. crops ; maize and tomatoes ripen
) ‘well, and ‘peaches and grapes come to perfection in the open air.
Meansof  * The province possesses excellent means of communication' both by ra:luays, and .
g;’;g"‘“?“‘f“’ by water, through the-lakes, and the river St. anrence, withall parts ‘of the Dominion °
B and to the Atlantic ports. .
* Education. - The. public schools are all free and non-séctarian, All resident children bet\veen Lt
- . the ages of 5 and 21 are allowed to attend them.

. Citics and There are scveral'large cities gnd towns in this province, among -others Toronto, :
towns. ‘Ottawa, Bamilton, London, Kingston, etc. -
Minerals.-  In mineral wealth it has great _Tesources, producmg iron, copper, lead, silver,

. marble, petroleum, salt, ete. - Its immense forests of pine timber arc well known,
Manufac- CIts prmcxp-ﬂ m'mufaactures are cloth, linen, ‘clothing, leather, furniture, sawn

:;T'Nré‘sl.ld- timber, flax, iron and hardware, paper, soap, cotton, and woollen goods, stéam engines
:po © and locomotwcs, woodenware of all descriptions, agricultural lmplements ete. Cattle,”
sheep, and pigs, dairy and sgricultural produce, and fruit are e.\ported largely from
) thls province, and the trade is iucreasing rapidly. -
.~ " The rates of wages for. farm labourers are from 40s. to 603. per montn, *with
bo'trd\and lodgmrr; for eommon labourers from about 3s to 4s. 2d. o day, without | ,
. board and Todging; and for female domestic servants from 148. to £1 4s. per month, -
© all found.” Goed cooks get rather more. - ¥ o
Provisions are much cheaper than in Engl:md or in the Umtcd States. Beef veal,
" and mutton-are from 3d. to 6d. per Ib.; pork, 4d. to 5d.; bacon, 6d. to 8d.; bre:n.d_ .
(best), 41d. to 5d. per 4 1b. loaf; butter (fresh), 1s.; salt dittg, 7d. to 8d. per 1b.;
: pot.xtoes, 1s. 9d. to 2s. per bushel ten, 2s. per 1b. 3 .sugar (brown), 4d. to 41d. per 1b,; -
milks, 3d. pex qua.rb* beer, 18. 2d. to’ 1s. 6d. per gallon and. toba.cco, “1s. to 25. .

per Ib - .
QUEBEC. : -

Free grauts .~ Upon elght of the great colonisation roads,. every male colomst and emlgrant
in Quebec.  “heing 18 years of age'may obtain a free grant of 100 acres. The conditions are that
v en .. attheend'of the fourth year a dwelling must have been crected on the laud, and

" twelve scres ba under cultivation. Letters patent are then gr:mted .
_Crownlands  Crown lands can also be purchased at 30 cents to 60 cents an acre.

Homestead _ The province has a homestead law exempting from sexzure, undex' 'certa.m con-
W, ditions, the property of emigrants. .
Soll. . - - rghef sa; is d‘;f.. very good quality, and its productxons are similar fo those of- othcr.
" parts of Canas .
\M““"‘ and . Gold, lead, silver, i u-on, copper, platlnum, ete., ete., are found ‘but mining in thxs

Fisherics. *
' ' industry. . Its value as a fertiliser is recognised in, Enwla.nd and France, and la.rge
quantities are being exported..

province is only yet in _its infancy. Phosphate mining is b‘.commg an mportnnt. .

The fisheries are abundant, "and in .1876 the yxeld was of ‘the value of 2, 097,677 .

» dol]ars.
-g}“ﬁﬂ- © " The prmclpal cities are Quebec and Montreal, and there are many large f.owns. .
prives, wa- . The remarks made in the case of the provmce of Quatazio will apply to Quebec

ufuvturcs, - also.
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“This s aﬂ'orded by rmlwms and by the river St. Lawrence. Thls .province Mcans of
contains the two great ports.of shlpmcnt—‘V[ontrenl and Quebec, both of which huve gg‘t'i‘g‘h“ni'
" extensive wharfage accommodation, and ocea.n-gomvv vessels of 4000 bons can be .
‘moored alonﬂaxde “the quays.

\

 NEW BRD\SWICI\ o -

A ﬂra.nt of 100 aeres may be obtained 11) :m} person upon the follomm con- Frev: gmnts.
Ne

dmom- :
: On payment of 20 do]].\m cash to aid in constructxon of roads and’ hed"es, or B"‘"sm“k’

la.boux: of "the value of 10 dollars per year forthree years. . .

"A house to’be built within twe years. Ten ncrc.a to be ch.arcd and cultivated in
three years.” Proof of residence on the land. -

“The soil is fertile, and produces all the fruits ﬂencr'xll fowid in England. 'Wheat Soil and h
average$ about 20, barley 29, oats 34, buckw heat. 33, ryc 20, Indian.corn 41 pohnf:ues production.
226, turnips 456 Dushls to-the acre,  The pota.t;oes and fruxts command good prices :
in the English market., ' o
. thp~bmldm~ is one of the st-q)}e industries of the prm. mcc, but i manufacturcs M"‘“‘“ ies

generally are increasing rapidly.  There are manufactories of woollin and cotton ure.
goods, Dboots and wshoey, leather, c.;rrm"cs, wom.lcn W a.re, paper, soap, lmrrl-
ware, cic., etc. .

‘NOVA SCOTIA. S

‘Grants of I:md, in tbls pmvmcc can be obtmned for 44 dollars per hundred acres Umd in - -
(about £9). va Scotla.
The soil produces good crops-of cereals und roots, and la.r"e quantxtles of apples- 30“
are grown for export. .
The value of the ﬁshenes in Nova, | cotla. dn- 1876 was upwa.rds of £1,000,000 Finherlca.

. sterlmg, cohsistingof cod-fish, mackerel, haddock, herring, lobsters, etc.

Nova Scotia contains large tracts of woodland whn.h produce txmber for - slnp-
building .and lumber chiefly for éxport.
Gold, iron, coal, and gypsum are found 1 in large quantmes. ‘. R Mincm!s
.. 'There are several railways i in the pmvmce, glvm« it commumcat%on mth other Rﬂﬂmyﬂ-
parts of Canada.” ~ . -
Halifax, which is thc chief c:ty of *he province, is the winter port of the Dominion.
. It possesses a fine harbour, and is connected by railway$ \uth all p‘trts of the contx-
uent, © - ' . .

I’RI\'CE EDWARD ISLAND.

“Most of the lands in this province are’ ta.ken up; but xmproved farms can bé Price of
. obtained from ahout £4 per acre. lands,
A full description of this prov ince will be found in Professor Sheldon s leport.

| - - BRITISH COLU\IBIA.

This province, which includes’ Vandouver's Island, is the most westein of the General
provinces which constitute the Dominion of Cauuda, its. boundarics’ being the - “cﬁpﬁ‘m‘ :
Rocky Mountains on the eagt, and the Pacific Ocean on the west. :

It poSsesses many fine harbours, one of which (Burrard Inlet) will proba.b]y form = -
the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railwiy when completed ; and 125 mllt.s of

- the line in this provinee are now under contract. -

Heads of families, widows, or single. men, can “ebtain free: gnnts of l:md from Land.
160 to 320 acres according to Iocahty H “the fee is about 7 dollars.- .

Surveyed lands-can be purchased at 1 dollar per acre, pd.}able over two years ;

i

"*. and,_improved farms cost from £1 to £8 per acre.

British Columbia has a large extent of valuable timber la,nd, productnve ﬁshenes, ’
whiich are increasing in value yearly ; gold and coal are also found in large qua.ntx-
ties,  The )1e1d of gold from 183§ to 1876 was eqml to about 40,000 000 dollarsi
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.
°

. EXTRACT FROM A MEMORANDUM PREPARED. BY LIEUTENANT-.
COLONEL J. S. DENNIS, DEPUTY MINISTER. OF THE INTERIOR .
OF . THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA, ON THE SUBJECT OF FREE
GRANTS Of LAND AND OTHER INFORMATION BEARING ON THE
PRICE OF LANDS, ETC.,  ETC. ) ’ -

. e . ' 1 t . ' ' i

" - CaNapa offers o actual settlers, and heads of families or male persons wei‘%age

of 18, free lands on the following terms: - o L

. Every such person has the choice of all unoccupied-lands surveyed and open for

settlement. -. . Lo ' L . o
- On selecting the quarter section or 160'acres which he desires to settle on as 2 home--

- stead, he appears at the nearest land office, and has his nime entered for-it, paying at

the time'a fce of £2, as evidence of his intention to setflo on the land, cost of the

surveys, and necessary dgcuments, etc., which is all the land costs him, as, by residing
on dnd cultivating the same to a réasonablo extent, according to his means, for' three

" . -years, he becomes entitled to, and receives a conveyance in fée simple for the land from -

the Crown:- He is allowed a period of two months (which is counted part of tha. thrce,
' years! occupation), after having his name entered and paying the £2 fee,; within-which
" to move his family on the land.- o : L
- -If desired by the settler, he will be permitted at the time' of ‘getting his name
- entered at the land office for his homestead or free grant, to have his name entered also
. "for a second quarter section or tract of 160 acres adjoining his homestead ; ‘this is called "
- . his pre-emption land. He pays on this also at the time a-fee of £2, which is-all the -
money required of him on account of the same till he has fulfilled his three years’ .
. residence on his-homestéad, when he will have to make a payment on his pre-cmption
land of four-tenths of the price theréof, together with three years’ interest on the
price, at 6 per cent, per'annum, after. which he pays at the rate of one:tenth each year
for six years, with interest at the above rate, when he will receive a cenveyance in fee
simple of the land from the Crown. ° L ; e o
- The price of thé pre-emption land,varies according to the distance it may be-from
railway accommodation. . - For instance, if the'settler chooseshis homestead within forty
miles of the railway the price. will be.10s. per acre; but if between. forty and sixty
miles, 8s.; and if more than sixty miles distant, 4s. per acre. .. . L
...~ The settler therefore has it within his power to obtain a property of 320 acres of
the best farming land for (in any case) the maximum sum of £84, the payment of which
is purposely arranged to meet the circumstances of persons of limited means (only .4
- having to be paid at the. time of entry), and may be shortly stated as follows : :
o be paid in cash at'thetime of entering for kis laned- . - -..." #£1 .0 0
.- At the end of three years from that time -, . ... vrr i 320 0
Leaving due, payment of which is made in sixvsubsoquient
- - annval instalments of £8each ... e ‘nwT ... 48 0 O

S T ol W . £8L0 0
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. " Should the Tand he situate in the Four Shilling I'Bclt‘,"thé outlay of the setiler to
gceure his 320 acres would stand thus: . R :

- .

" Tolepaidin caishas above - .o oo caee  wr e £ 00
At the end of three years from that time ... ...~ .. 1216 0

. "Leavinz due, to be paid in six anuaal instalments of €344, - : v
' % ’ W <19 400

3
easy ., aee oo .es P “ie .

Total . T wi e £36 0 0

. Tt is to.be understood, that in eithor case, as before stated, interest at the rate of .
6 per cént. per annum is to be paid on the purchase-money of the.pre-emption land,
or so much"thereof ds remains from time to time unpaid. = S .

" " The mode of survey of the lands is uniform. " . B C ‘

' The Townships are laid out in squares of six miles each—that i8, six miles on each

side—these are divided into single mile squares called sections, which are in turn sub-
divided into quarter sections or half-mile squares, containing-160 acres each,” .. - -

The Sections or mile squares (640 acres each) are uniformly. numbered from the .
§oultl};-Eastgrly to the North-Easterly angle, 1,2, 3, 4, etc., etc..etc., making 36-Sections,
- in all. Lo g Y ]
- The Government have declared that the §3d-numbercd-sections, viz.: 1,3, 5,7, 9,

* -etc., eté., etc., in each Township shall be railway lands, i.e., lands to be sold to realise
-8 fund to pay for the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and the even-.
‘-numbered sections, as 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, etc,, etc., are set- apart for free homesteads and’

pre-emptions. Four sections, 11 and 29,-and 8 and 26, are reserved in each Township -
+—the first two-of which represent a public endnwment, for schools-—and the latter re- -
‘present the one-twentieth of the lands in the territories the property of the Hudson's

“"Bay Company, - . Lo : S . : c
. By this'it will be seen that provision is made for.thirty-two homesteads and an .

" equal number of pre-emptions, that is to say for thirty-two families in cack Township,

leaving an equal area of railway lands; which, if desived by them, may bé puichased by
the occupiers of adjoining homesteads and pre-emptions. | L e
The railwaylands are sold at prices ranging from £1 within 5 miles of the rdilway, .
to 8s.at-60 miles, outside of swhich the- price is 4, per:acre, and the payment of the ~
purchase-money is gpread over nine years, with 6 per cent. interest on the balance re- .

" - maining from time to time unpaid. . = - - O ‘

Should it be considered essentizl in carrying out a scheme to settle communities on
homestead lands, provision could' no doubt be made accordingly. The undersigned
*  would however gbserve, that experience in Canada has proved beyond question that
those settlements succeed” best ‘on which peoplé from the older provinces are found . - . -
intermixed with the new-comers. Those people are practrcal and’ self-reliant and

. .educated in the ways.of the country, and the example furnished by even a few of such
settlers among a number of old countrymen, is of great value to the latter in shdwing

. them how to build houses and.stables; to break up lazd, to provide for stock through

the winter, etec., éte. - :’ . L " )

" . 2. Upon arrival'in Manitoba. the settlers will. be received by agents specially ap-

Eointed for the purpose; who will advisé and guide themstothe lands which may have -
een selected by them.. . : eTTe o
" The Dominion Goyernment some years ago obtained an Act to encourage Tmmi-

* gration, by which it wad provided that persons advancing moneyto pay the passage of = '
immigrants and place th§m on homesteads, to erect buildings, to furnish them also with
the necessary farm implgments and seed grain, and with food sufficient to carry them - .

" over till they were able to obtain a crop, would be secured in each case to the extent
of 200" dollars, equal to £40, with interest thereon at fhe.rate of 6 per cent. per
annum till paid, by the same being made a lien on the homestead of theimmigrant,
and that no patent for the'land should be granted by the Crown till such sum and =

-interest had been paid. ° This provision was however not taken advantage of to any
extent; and upon the adoption of the system of alternate homestead and pre.emption
lands and railway lands, it was tepealed: - As the proposal to assist settlers on their

* giving security seems to meet with general favour in' England, the Canadian Govern-
ment intend -t intreduce a méasure which will doubtless become law, extending the

)
. +
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provisions of the repealed Act so as to sccure repayment of any moneys advanced for
the purposes above:mentioned. - S , . s -
. There is no reason whaiever, so long as peoplé are sober and indristrious, to doubt ™
of their success. The productive character of the land, the ‘facilit?' with which it may
.be placed under crop, there being no forest to ‘be’ cleared, and np other difficulty in
case the emigrant arrives on the land early enough ir the season, in taking off a crop.
the same year, and finally the certainty of being able to get remunerative prices for .
" everything he can raise, through the local demand caused by the constaat and rapid
influx of population and, the construction of public works in the Territories,-all con-
wribute;to render certain a measure of success to the emigrant, co-cxtensive with his
personal thrift and industry. . - - | o C o
-Thé climate of the territories is undoubtedly healthy and congenial to the constitu:
- tions of the inhabitants of Europe. o _— ] i :
The prospects of married men, who, without means, are placed with their families -
on homesteads; are rendered all the better from the faet that for some years the-
demand for labour in coninection with the construction of railways now progressing,
and of others contemplated, will afford them opportunities after the crops are put in, .
. and then again in the autumn after harvest, and through the winter, of supplementing -
- the profits of “the farm by earnings which will enable them the socner to make their
families' comfortable, and to pay.off the moneys which may have been advanced for -
- their benefit. ' ST ~ o - '
Under the conditions of the Homestead Law thrce years’ ccecupation of the land is -
required in order to entitle the settler to the full ownership of the same, but the settler |
may be dbsent from his homéstead for six months in each yearf of the said period, and
where the man’s family remain on the land and work it to a reasonable extent (which .
may well ‘be done. where there are children of sufficient age), the head of the family
may, if he chooses, work away from home throughout the whole of each year. '
.- The average wages paid at the present time to men working on railway construc-
. tion in that country are 6s. perday, out of which they pay for board 2s. per day or

<128, per week, lehving them nett 4s. per day for their labour. - -
With regard to the amount of money which would be necessary to pay the emigra-
-..tion _expenses cf an average family of the poorest’class, and place them on land in,
- . the North:West, under circumstances which - would ensure their subsistence till they ~-
obtained a crop, it is safé to. say that from £80 to £100 judiciously expended would
-cover the expensé. A portion of this suin would-require to be spent for actual neces-
saries of .a character such as outfit, household requirements, and clothing, which people
" sble tq pay their own way would already have in possession. A .family 6f the class
last referred to, therefore, going out independently, could, by careful management,
plaiccdthemselves comfortzbly on land at a considerably less cost than the sum men-
tioned. - : . . P Lo : .

- ~
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 INFORMATION FOR-INTENDING SETTLERS
: ' IN CANADA. o

Y \
N . o -

’-

. THE best time to start for Canada is'at the beginning of April. . . .
When it has been.decided to go, one of the Canadian Steamship -Lines, whose
advertisements can be found in the newspapers, should be written to, so as. to secure
a berth. There are vessels sailing from Liverpool, London, Bristol, Glasgow, London-
derry, and Cork.. ‘ S ' D
. The fare from any.of the places named to Quebec, the port ‘of landing in Canada,
depends upon the. class of passage that is taken. The saloon fare ranges from £10 to
-£18; the intermediate is £8°8s.; and .the ordinary steerage passage is £6 Gs., but
- agriculturists and domestic servants have the benefit of a lower rate, which can be
ascertained from the Steamship offices, or at any of the Government offices, who will
also supply the necessary forms to be filled up : children under ten years are charged
half-fare, and_infants under one year a nominal sum. The faresinclude a plentiful
supply of food, and good sleeping-accommodation on board. .
- To Manitoba through tickete are issued by all the Steamship Companies. The
“fare from London or Liverpool to Winnipeg ranges from’£9 10s. assisted steerage, to
£28 the saloon passage. Passengers are advised to take advantage of these
“tickets, - . e . ’ B : ,
" Tosecure a berth in the steamers it is mnecessary.to send a deposit of £5 for a
* saloon passage ; £1 for an intermediate or a steerage passage. e
.. - Twenty cubic feet of luggage are allowed to eack saloon passenger, ten to eack
intermediate, and ten to each steerage. * . - -
Any information or advice as to the most useful things to take to Canada, or upon

any other subject, may be obtained at the offices of the:Steamship Companies, orat . °

. any of the Canadian Government offices.

Steerage passengers haye to-provide bedding, and certain utensils for use on board, .

which are enumerated in th\e_bius of the Steamship Companies. They can be pur-
chased at the port of embarkation,or hired forthe voyage, from some lines—for a few

shillings—leaving bed: covering only (a rug or blanket) to be provided by the passenger, N

Government agents are stationed "at the principal places in Canada, and they
should be inquired for on'arrival. = They will furnish information as to free grant
and other lands open for settlement in their respective provinces and districts, farms

for sale, demand .for labour, rates-of wages, route of travel, distances, expenses of ~

conveyance ; receive and forward letters and remittances for: settlers, and give any
other information that may be required. . C s .

. Persons wiiy capital should not be #n a 'hun"y to invest their monéy: - They ean -

" get good inte for it by depositing it in the banks, and can give themselves time to

o 0

Jook around before settling. There is good. banking accommodation in.most of the -

towns, and letters of credit can be obtained from any of the English Banks. .
‘The classes which may be recommended to emigrate to Canada are as follows.;—
1. Tenant farmers, who have sufficient capital to enable them to settle on farms,

may be advised to go with safety and with tﬁe certainty of doing well. The same

" remark will apply to any persons who, 2lthough not agriculturists, would be able to

.adapt themselves to agricultural pursuits, and who have sufficient means to enable

- them to take up fatms. . . _ = .- I . .

2. Produce farmers and persons with capital, seeking investment,

-



144 - . ) : Addenda.
b .. - . o o
. 3. Male and femple farm labourers, female ‘domestic servants and’ country
mechanics. : o L . . L i
The classes warned against emigration are females above the grade of servants;.
clerks, shopmen and persons having no particular trade or calling, and unaccustomed
to manual labour. ' To this class Canada offers but little encouragement. X
* The following are the Government agencies in Great Britain and Ireland: -

" __CHIEF OFFICE : 10, VIcTORIA CHAMBERS, LONDON, §.W.,
- o : MRr.'J. COLMER, SECRETARY. .

LIVERPOOL...Mg. Joux DyYkE, 15, Water Street. )

GLASGOW..... Mr. THoMAS GRAHAME, 40, St. Enoch Square.

." 'BELFAST ......Mz. Cuarizs Foy, 29, Victoria Place,

- DUBLIN . ......MR. THoMAS CoNNoOLLY, Northumberland Hqus#;
~ BRISTOL ......Mr. J. W. Down, Bath Bridge. e

i’ﬁtending settlers should communicate with these officers if in want of any informa-
tion or advice : and should arrange, if sailing from any of the above places, to_call
upon the Government Agent before their departure. . R

v

The following are the agents of the Canadian Government in Canada —

OTTAWA: ......MRO. W. J. WiLLs, St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Station, Ottiwa,
.. Ontario, oL ‘

TORONTO......M&. J. A. DoNALD30N, Strachan Avenue, Toronto, Ontario. -

MONTREAL.. MR. J. J. DaLEY, Montreal, Province of Quebec. .

KINGSTON ...M&r. R. MacruErsoN, William Street, Kingston. :° , -~ *

HAMILTON...Mr. Join-SyiTH, Great Western Railway Station, Hamilton, :

LONDON ......Mr. A. G.-SMYTHE, London, Oatario, g D

*© HALIFAX....Mg. E, CLay, Halifax, Nova Scotia.,_ ..

ST. JOHN......MR. J. LIVINGSTONE, St. John, New Brunswick.
QUEBEC ......ME. L. STAFFORD, Point Levis, Quebec. -
WINNIPEG ...Mr. W. HESPELER, Winnipeg, Manitoba.’ . - -
" DUFFERIN...MR. J. E, T£r0, Dafferin, Manitoba, ° :

o

ROOT3 AND VEGETABLES IN CANADA.'

ﬁ‘he following certificate has been given by M ssrs, Sutton a,ﬁd S«;ms, Seedsmen, of
Reading, in reference to the Canadian roots.and vegetables exhibited on their stand
at the Smithfield Club Cattle Show in December last. - el .

, o ¢ Reading, Dec, 21st., 1880.
© . .tWe were honoured by the Canadian Government- forwarding for oxhibit’on on -
. our stand at the -Smithfield Club Cattle Show, 1880, a collection of roots, efc., grown

in Manitoba and Ontario, of the following weights, when harvested,

_ Squash ver o eee e 3813 1D,

Long,Red Mangel ... Teee 5,
- Long Yellow Mangel ... "~ s+ 65 , /
K Yellow Globe Mangel... . . - 60, Y
- Field Pampkin ... . .. - 37, .

Citron © ... : 30 , .

. $These enormous specimens proved objecfs of great interest to the British f.grmer;,
and we believe the weights far exi:eed any on record. ’

. } o ¢ (Signed) STTTON aND Soxs,' -
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