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ACTS AND PROC SEDINGS

" Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,

i

’ in connection with the |
f Church of Scotland, begun at Montreal the

|

10th day of January,

and concluded the 11th day of January, 1855 years,

1’ SESSION XXVTI.

; DIET 1.
‘ At Montreal, and within St.
Wednesday, the Tent
Thousand E wght

Years :—

Andrew’s Church there :—
h Day of January, One
Hundred and Fifty Five

The which day, after sermon by the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, from |
Psalm xlviii. 12, 13, ¢ Walk
tell the towers thereof ;

about Zion, and go round about her, |
mark ye well he

r bulwarks, consider her
palaces, that ye may tell it (o the generation following,” the

of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with the C
of Scotland, met, pro re nata, and was constitute
| the Moderator, the Rev. James Williamson, A. M.

Sederunt, Mr., JamesWilliamson, Moderator; Mr., John M('Murchy, 1
Mr. John Barclay, Dr. Alexander Mathieson, Mr. James Anderson, |
|

Mr. James C. Muir, Dr. John Cook, Mr. William Simpson, Mr.,
Alexander Wallace, Dr. Robert McGill, M. James T. Paul, Mr, |
Thomas Haig, Mr., Archibald H, Milligan, Mr., John MecDonald,
Mzt. John I\.’(‘l\'cnzic,'l\fr. Hugh

Urquhart, Mr. John McLaurin, Mr., |(
| Thomas McPherson, Mr, Zneas McLean, M., Donald Monm, Mr., |
: Thomas Scott, Mr. Andrew Bell, Mr. Robert Dobie, and Mr. John |

| Whyte, Ministers ‘—together with M. Alexander Morris, Mr. John

Thompson, Mr. Thomas A, Gibson, and the Hon, Thomas McKay,
Elders,

f The Moderator laid before the
| addressed to him, calling on hi

Synod
"hurch |
d with prayer by

Synod a requisition which had been
m o summon a meeting of Synod ;
alling the pre .ent meeting. The same

Queske, 11t Dec., 1854,
beg to intimate to you that it is the

ynod, appointed to watch the progress
of legislation in respect of the Clergy Reserves, that, the Bil] intro-

duced by Government having now Passed both Houses of the Legis-
lature, it is desirable that a Meeting of Synod should be called as early
as possible for the purpose of takingsuch steps as may be necessary

REVEREND AND DEAR Sir,—I




4 Minvures or Synop, MoNTREAL, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10, 1855.

to take advantage of the Commutation clause in the said Bill, and in
name of the Committee I beg very respectfully to request that you
will call such meeting at the time and place you think most conveni-

|| ent,

I am, Reverend and dear Sir,
Your faithful servant,

JOHN COOK.

We, the undersigned, hereby conenr in the necessity of calling a
Special Meeting of Synod at the earliest period the forms of the

Church will admit.
ALEX. MATHIESON.

ROBERT MeGILL.
The Reverend

The Moderator of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in eonnection with the Church of Seotland.

Kineston, 20th December, 1854.

REvVEREND AND DEAR Sir,—In compliance with a request addressed |

to me by the Convener and other members of the Committee ap-

pointed to watch over the progress of legislation in respeet to the |

Clergy Reserves, to call a Special Meeting of Synod as early as pos-
sible for the purpose of taking such steps as may be necessary to
take advantage of the Commutation clause in the Aet which has
lately been passed by the Provincial Parliament, I have now to
intimate to you that a Special Meeting of Synod will be held in St,
Andrew’s Church, Montreal, on 10th Januvary, 1855, being the
second Wednesday of the month, at half-past 6 P. M.
I am, Reverend and dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
JAMES WILL1AMSON,
Moderator.

P. S. It has been thought by several of my brethren with whom |
I have conferred on the subject, and I concur in the opinion, that in |

the circumstances of the case Montreal is, on the whole, the most
suitable place for the Meeting of Synod on this occasion.

The Synod unanimously agreed to approve of the Moderator’s
conduet in calling this meeting.

The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee appointed I
to watch over the interests of the Church in regard to the Clergy |

Reserves, which was given in and read by Dr. Cook, the Convener,
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I stating that the Bill for the secularization of the Clergy Reserves,
# which had been introduce
|| been carried in both Houses

|| General :—that it contained a clause securing to all Ministers settled

|| previous to the 9th May, 1853, the date of the passage of the

Act, payment of theijr salaries from the Clergy Reserve F
their lives or incumbcncics, and at the
Government to commute the ¢l
of the partiesand b

Imperial
und during
same time authorizing the
aims of incumbents, with the
odies severally interested,—
" for reasons which they stated, h

interfere in any way with the
[ assured, from many consider

‘
[
g;
I consent
and thatthe Committee,
ad not considered it expedient to
passing of the said Bill, but, feeling
ations, that it would be for the benefit of
the Church to take mlv;mlugc of the Commutation clause of the Act,
the Committee had requested the Moderator to call a Pro re nata
Meeting of Synod to take the matter into consideration, and make the
necessary arrangements; and the Committee further, and at great
length, recommended that the

The Synod approved of the
some diseussion agree

Synod should agree to commutation-
conduct of the Committee, and after |
d to defer the further consideration of the
Report untjj tomorrow, and instructed the aforesaid Committee to
draft Resolutions to be then laid before the Synod, for their consider-
ation, as to their action in this matter.

The Synod acree

[ I

d to spend a portion of time in the morning in ||

devotional exercises. ‘

The Synod then adjourne

d, to meetagain at half-past Eleven o’clock
tomorrow forenoon, and w

as closed with prayer.
i
—_—

DIET 11.

At Montreal, and within St.

Andrew’s Church there :— ||
Thursday, the Eleve

nth Day of January, One |
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five ,
Years :—

The which day the Synod of the P
in connection with the Church of S¢
ment, and was constitate

resbyterian Church of Canada,

otland, met, according to adjourn- ‘-
d with prayer, ’

On the call of the Moderator, the Rey. Dr.
' devotiona) exerc

and prayer,

The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. J'

|
Cook condueted the I‘
|

ises of the Synod in praise, reading the Seriptures,

The Clerk stated to the Synod that he had received, a considerable I
| time ago, a letter from the Inspector General’s Department of the

i
Return, to be laid before l
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Government, requesting him to make a
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Parliament, of all persons connected with this Chureh, “who at the
date of the passing of the Act of the Imperial Parliament to make
provision concerning the Clergy Reserves of this Proviuce, viz: 9th
May, 1853, were receivino any income or allowance from such por-
tion of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves as had been granted to
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with
the Church of Secotland, specifying the names and ages of snch per-
sons, the annual amounts of their allowance, and throuoh whom it is
paid ;» and that he had immediately issued a circular to the several
parties, requesting a statement of their ages to be returned to him,—
Mr. Allan of Montreal having kindly offered to furnish him with
some other items;—but that he had been a yet unable to make the
required Return in consequence of a considerable number of the
Ministers having neolected to make Returns to him, althoueh written
to a second time on the subject ; and that he had also, at the sucoes-
tion of some of the Clergy Reserve Commissioners, written to all of
the parties whose names were on the Roll for salaries. The Synod,
while approving of the conduct of the Clerk, directed him to use all
diligence in procuring as soon as possible the whole of the required
information, and, in transmittine to (he Government the list of in-
cumbents up to 9th May, 1853, to furnish, at the same time, the
names of those since put upon the Roll, as havine, inthe estimation
of the Synod, claims upon the Fund.

The Committee, appointed yesterday to arrange measures for the
consideration of the Synod, reported certain Resolutions which the
Synod proceeded to discuss at lenath.

The Synod, having heard the Report of the Committee appointed
by the Synod to watch over the interests of the Church, in as far as
these might be affected by the action of the Lesislature on the
Clergy Reserves,—and, also, the verbal reports of such members of
the Committee as had been in communication with members of the
Government on the subject,—and, having seriously and maturely con-
sidered that elause of the Clergy Reserves Act, lately passed by the
Provineial Parliament at its present Session, by which His Excel-
lency the Governor in Council is authorized, with the consent of
parties interested, to ecommute the salariesor allowances of Ministers,
chargeable for life or during their incumbencies on the Clergy Re-
serves Fund, for their value in mouey,—Resolved,

¢ 1st. That it is desirable that such commutation, if upon fair and
liberal terms, should be effected; and that the Rev. Alexander
Mathieson, D. D., of Montreal, the Rev. John Cook, D. D., of Que-
bec, Hugh Allan, Esq., of Montreal, John Thompson, Esq., of Que-
bec, and the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa City. be the Synod’s
Commissioners with full power to give the formal sanction of the
Synod to such commutation as they shall approve, the said Com-
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missioners being hereby instructed to use their best exertions to ob-
tain as liberai terms as possible ; the Rev, Dr. ( 0ok to be Conv
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their formal acts valid :
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The Synod requested their Moderator to convey to the Hon. John |
Hamilton, of Kingston, and the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa, the
thanks of this Synod for the assistance afforded by them tothe Clergy |
Reserve Committee of this Synod, when lately met at Quebec, and
for their exertions on behalf of the interests of this Church, espe-

. : . . !
cially during the present Session of Parliament.

r
The business for which the Special Meeting of Synod had been

called having been finished, the Rev. Dr. Mathieson stated “that he |
availed himself of the opportunity, which this Special Meeting of
Synod afforded, to direct the attention of the congregations within the |
bounds to the call made by the General Assembly of the Church of |
Scotland, and generously rezponded to by every Parisa in the land, to
contribute to the National Patriotic Fund for the 1eliefof the wivesand
children of the brave men who have been disabled or found a soldier’s
grave in fighting for the honour of their country, and theliberty, and
(it is to be hoped,) the ultimate peace of the World, and the advance-
ment of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ; and, also, to the circumstance,
that several of the congregations in connection with this Synod have
already contributed or were anxious to contribute their subscriptions
through the channel thus afforded them, to the Patriotic Fund.”
Whereupon Dr. Mathieson moved to resolve, and it was resolved
accordingly:

“That this Synod deeply sympathize with Her Majesty and her
people in the great struggle, in which she has been constrained to
engage, for the liberty and independence of nations. Sympathizing
also with the numerous families whose hearts, in the inscrutable

Providence of God, have been filled with sorrow for the loss of their
natural protectors, or their friends who have fallen in the contest,

| and being deeply sensible of, and grateful for, the inestimable bless-

ings, both civil and religious, which this Colony enjoys, under Her
Majesty’s gracious sway, and its connection with the parent state,
this Synod strongly recommend to all the congregations within their
bonnds, not only as an expression of their gratitude and sympathy,
but as a solemn duty, at the earliest convenient season, and in the
way that to the Minister and Elders seems best, to make contributions
to the National Patriotic Fund :—and that Hew Ramsay, Esq., Mon-
treal, be appointed to receive from the respective congregations their

! several contributions, and transmit them to William Young, Esquire,

W. 8., Edinburgh, whc has been appointed to receive the contribu-
tions of the Church.

The Synod was then closed with prayer.
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1. ACT of the IMPERIAL PARLIAME

NT, authorizing the 4
;]‘ Canadian Parliament to legislate on the Cle

J

v

|

rgy Reserves, passed 9th
May, 1853.

i
2. ACT of the CANADIAN PARLTAMENT, secularizing the |

Clergy Reserves, passed 18ta December, 1854, and then assented to, [

|

! ANNO DECIMO SEXTO VICTORIz REGINZE, I
| |
[

CAP. XXI.

AN ACT to authorize the Legislature of the Province of Canada to I
make provision concerning the Clergy Reserves in that Province, f
and the proceeds thereof,

[9th May, 1853.] “

“TIIHRICAS the Act of the Session of Parliament hold
and Fourth Years of Hep Majesty’s Rei

provides for the sale of ands callled Clergy I
| Canada, and for the distribution of the
| dient that the Legislature of the said Provinee should be enabled to make
further provision in relation to such Reserves and Proceeds: Be it enacted
by the Queen’s Most Excellent Mu_j«wty. by and with the advice and consent
of the Lords Spiritual and 'l'«mpnr;*l, and Commons, in this present Parlia-
ment assembled, and by the uullmritl\' of the same, as follows :—

L It shall be lawful for the Legislature of the Provinee of Canada, from
time to time, by any Act or Acts to be for that purpose made and enacted
in the manner and subject to the conditions required by the Act of the
said Session of Parliament holden in the Third and Fourth Years of Hep
Majesty, Chapter Thirty-five, Sections Thirty-seven, Thirty-eight and
Thirty-nine, in respect of Acts made and enacted by such Legislature, to
| vary or repeal all or any of the provisions of the said first-mentioned Act
{ of Parliament, for and roncerning the sale, alienation, and |]isplv~:ll of the
| eaid Clergy Reserves, and for or concerning the appropriation and appliea-

tion of such proceed and investments, the interest and dividends thereof,

the interest aceruing on sales on credit of such Reserves, the rent of such
| Reserves for the time being unsold, and sll other the profits of or aceruing
from such Reserves, and (notwilh.\tmulin;.: the said first-mentioned Aot of

Parliament) to make such other provigions for or concerning the sale, alien-

ation or dispmnl of the said Clergy Reserves, and such investments as

aforesaid, and for or concerning the appropriation and application of such

Clergy Resorves, proc eds, investments, interest, dividends, rents and
| profits, as to the said L gislature may seem meet,
| IL Provided, that it shall not be lawful for the

Act or Acts thereof, as aforesaid, to annul, suspend, or reduce any of the

annual stipends or allowances which have been already assigned and given
to the Clergy of the Churches of England or Seotland, or to any other Reli-
gious Bodies or Denominations of Christians, in Canada, (and to which the
faith of the Crown is pledged,) during the natural lives or incumbencies of
| the parties now receiving the same, or to appropriate or apply to any other
| Ppurposes such part of the said proceeds, investments, interest, dividends,
| rents and profits as may be required to provide for the payment of such
| stipends and allowagoes during such lives and incumbencies,

en in the Third
gn, Chapter Seventy-eighth,
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ANNOEZDECIMO OCTAVO VICTORIZE REGINA,
CAR. 11,

\n Act to make Dbetter provision for appropriation of Moneys
arising from the Lands heretofore known as the Clergy Reserves,

by renderine

them available fo Municipal purposes,
, 18t December, 185 3.;]

\ T HEREAS by the Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, passed in
the Session held in the thivty-first year of the Reign of His Majesty
King George the Third, and intituled, ¢ An Act to 1« peal certain parts of
an Act passed in the fourteenth vear of His Majesty’s Reign, intituled,
“An Act for making more effectual provision for the Government of the
“ Province of Quebee, in North Ameriea, and to make further provision for
“the Government of the said Provinee,” it is among other things enacted,
that it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors, to
authorize the Governor or Lieutenant Governor of each of the Provinces of
Upper Can: and of Lower Canada respectively, or the person administer-
ing the Government therein, to make from out of the Lands of the Crown
within such Provinees such allotment and appropriation of lands as therein
mentioned, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant Clergy within
the same ; and it was further enacted, that all and every the rents, profits
and emo! sich might at any time avise from such lands so allotted
s aforesaid, should be applicable solely for the mainten-
ance and support of a Protestant Clergy within the Province in which the
same should be situated, and to no other purpose whatever, And whereas
in pursuance of the said Aect. such allotments, and appropriations of land as
aforesaid, have been from time to time reserved for the purpozes therein
mentioned, which lands are known in this Province by the name of 7V
Clergy Reserves ; And whereas l;.\ another Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom, passed in the Session held in the seventh and eighth years

and .’l;*;r:nmi ited

of the reigo of King George the Fourth, and intituled, “ An Aect to authorize
“ the Sale of a part of the Clergy Reserves in the Provinees of Upper and

Lower Canada,” the Governor, Licutenant Governor, or Person adminis-
tering the Government of the said Provinees, or either of them, was empow-
ered with the consent of the Executive Council of such Provinee, and in
pursuance of His Majesty's instructions, to sell and convey in fee simple or
for any less estate or interest, a part of the said Clergy Reserves in each of
the suid Provinces, not exceeding in either Province one fourth part of the
Reserves within the same, nor exceeding one hundred thousand acres in

either of them in any one vear. and it was enacted that the proceeds of such
sales should, by the Iiln’l(‘l officers, be invested in the Publie Funds of the
United Kingdom, and that the Dividends and Interest of the moneys o
invested should be appropriated in the manner provided by the said last
mentioned Act; and further, that it should be lawful for the Governor,
Lieutenant GGovernor or person administering the Government of either of
the said Provinces, with the consent of the Executive Council thereof, and in
pursuance of His Majesty’s instruetions, to give or grant in exchange for any
part of the said Clergy Reserves any lands within the said Provinee, of
equal value with such Clergy Reserves so to be taken in exchange, or to
aceept in exchange for any such Clergy Reserves from any person or per-
sons any land of equal value, and that any lands o taken in exchange for
any such Clergy Reserves should be holden by the Crown in trust for the
purposes to which the Clergy Reserves were appropriated by the Acts
firstly and secondly above cited: And whereas by another Act of the said
Parliament, passed in the Session held in the third and fourth years of Her
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APPENDIX,

_ L. The moneys arising from the Clergy Resery
continue to form a separate Fund which shall be ¢

es in Upper Canada shall
alled The Upper Canada

Municipalities Fund, and the moneys arising from the Clergy Reserves in

Lower Canada shall continue to form a separate F
The Lower Canada Municipalities Fund :

2. The Municipalities Fund for cach section of

"und which ghall be called

the Province respectively

shall consist of all moneys atising from the sale of Clergy Reserves in that

section of the Province, whe ther now funded orinv

ested either in the United

Kingdom or in this Province, or remaining uninvested, or hereafter to arise

from such sales, the Interest and Dividends of mo

neys forming part of such

Fund, the interest upon sales of Clergy Reserves in that section of the Proy-

ince, on credit, and rents, issues and profits aris

ing from Clergy Reserves

therein demised or to be demised for any term of years, and other casual
and periodical incoming arising from Clergy Reserves therein, after deduct-

ing therefrom the actual and necessary expenses
gaid Clergy Reserves, and of managing the same

attending the sales of the
and the Funds aforesaid;

and the moneys forming the said Funds shall be paid into the hands of the
Receiver General, and shall be by him applied to the purposes hereinafter

mentioned, under the authority of this Act, or any
or Orders to be made by the Governor in Council.

General or Special Order

IL. The annual stipends or allowances which had been before the passing

of the Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdc
year of Her Majesty’s Reign, and cited in the Prea
or given to the Clergy of the Churches of Englan:

other Religious Bodies or denominations of Christians in either Section of

m passed in the sixteenth
mble to this Act, assigned
1 and Scotland, or to any

the Province, and chargeable under the Act of the said Parliament on the

Clergy Reserves in such Section, (and to which t
pledged) shall, during the natural lives or inct
receiving the same at the time of the passcing of
charge on the Municipalities Fund for that Section

he faith of the Crown is
imbencies of the parties
the said Act, be the first
of the Provinee, and shall

be paid out of the same in preference to all other charges or expenses what-
ever: Provided always, that the annual allowances heretofore payable to
the Roman Catholic Church in Upper Canada, and to the British Wesleyan
Methodist Church for Indian Missions, shall continue to be payable during
the twenty years next after the passing of this Aet, and no longer,

ITI. And whereas it is desirable to remove all semblance of connection
between the Church and State, and to effect an entire and final disposition
of all matters, claims and interests arising out of the Clergy Reserves, by as

speedy a distribution of their proceeds as may be
that the Governor in Council may, whenever he

: Be it therefore enacted,
may deem it expedient,

with the consent of the parties and Bodies severally interested, commute
with the said parties such annual stipend or allowance for the value there-
of, to be caleulated, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, upon the proba-

ble life of each individual ; and in the case of the

bodies above particularly

specified in the second section of this Act, at the actual value of the said

allowance at the time of commutation to be caleuls
and such commutation ehall be paid accordingl

ated at the rate aforesaid :
y out of that one of the

Municipalities Funds upon which such stipend or allowance is made char-
geable by this Act: Provided always, that no commutation shall take place
but within one year next after the passing of this Act: Provided also, that
in case of commutation with either of the said Bodies or Denominations, it

ghall not be lawful for them or either of them t
for such commutation, or any part thereof, in R

o invest the moneys paid
eal property of any kind

what-oever, under penality of forfeiting the same to Her Majesty ; and that
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IV. So long as any such stipend or allow
either of the said Municipalities Funds, a portion of such Fund, producing
anvaally interest sufficient to pay every such stipend or allowance then
chargeable thereon, shall be retained by the Receiver General, and appro-
priated for that purpose, and if not aly :ady invested shal] be by him invested
- Public British Securities or in any Provineial Debentures or Securities
which under the Act to establish freedom of Banking, or any Act amending
the same, may be accepted by the Receiver General in exchange for regis-
tered Bank notes, as the Governor in Council shall from time to time direct ;
and the Receiver General, being thereunto authorized by order of the Gover-
nor in Council, shall haye full power to dispose of any Securities in which
such moneys are or shall be invested, and to invest the proceeds in an
other such Securities gs aforesaid, or to apply them to the payment of the
commutation aforesaid,

ance shall be chargeable upon

V. The amount of the )lunicil):ﬂitics Fund in and for either Section of
the Provinee remaining unexpended and uinappropriated under the

foregoing
provisions of this Act, on the thirty-fir

st day of December in each year, shall,
by the Receiver General, be apportioned equally among the several County
and City Muniuip:lli!im in the same Section of the Provinee, in proportion
to the population of such Municipalities respectively, according to the then
last Census made either under the Act to provide more effectually for taking
a periodical Census of the Province, or any other Act under which Ce
may be legally taken of the Municipalities'in either section of the Province :
and the portion t!n-rml“cnn.iw_: to each A\Iuniuipuhly shall be paid over by
the Receiver General to the Treasurer, Chamberlain or othey Officer having
the legal custody of the moneys of such Municipality, without other authox-
ity than this Act, and shall make part of the General Funds of the Muniej-
pality, and be applicable to any purpose to which such Funds are applicable:
Provided always, that, if at the {ime when such payment is to

sum of money shall be payable by any such )llllli(‘ip‘l“'l\' to
General for any cause whatever, and shall be overdue,
hands, in satisfaction or part satisfaction thereof. the sum whicn would other-
wise be payable to such Munivip;nli(y. or so much thereof as may be equal
to the sum so payable to him by the ‘\Ilmil‘i]):l“'.\\ and overdue, and shall
deliver to the Treasurer, Chamberlain or other Officer as aforesaid, a dis-
charge in favor of the Municipality for a sum equi
him ; and for the purposes of this section, each .\lnniripulily into which any
County in Lower Canada may be at the time divided, and each Union of
Counties for Municipal purposes in Upper or Lower Canada, shall be taken
to be a County I\Iunicip:tlily.

nsus

be made, any
the Receiver
he may retain in his

l to that so retained by

VI. So much of the Act thirdly cited in the Pre
limits the quantity of lands forming part of the Clergy Reserves which may
be sold in any one year without the previous approbation in writing of one
of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, and so much of the said Aect
as makes any appropriation of any moneys forming part of the Clergy
Reserves Fund, or arising from the sale of Clergy Reserves, other than such
as is made by this Act, or as may be in any way inconsistent with this Act,
shall be, and so much of the said Act is hereby repealed.

amble of this Act as

VIL Any lands which may have been, under the authority of the Act
hereinbefore cited, or any of them, accepted in exchange for lands originally
forming part of the Clergy Reserves in any part of this Province, shall be
deemed to be Clergy Reserves for all the purposes of this Act




