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ACTS and PROCEEDINGS
OF TUB

Church of Sc^tntrgu?a^r0Montreaîatahe lïth Tf? ^ th#

and concluded the 11th day of January £ yem"8'"7.

SESSION XXVI. 

diet I.
At Montreal, and Min St. Jndrm’. Church there - 

Wednesday, the Tenth r rThousand Eight Hunt J °f ?anuar'J> One 
Years:- H^dred and Fifty Five

I
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4 Minutes or Synod, Montreal, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 1855. M

to take advantage of the Commutation clause in the said Bill, and in 
name of the Committee I beg very respectfully to request that you 
will call such meeting at the time and place you think most conveni
ent.
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I am, Reverend and dear Sir,
Your faithful servant,

JOHN COOK.

We, the undersigned, hereby concur in the necessity of calling a 
Special Meeting of Synod at the earliest period the forms of the 
Church will admit. :

ALEX. MATH1ESON. 
ROBERT McGILL.

The Reverend
The Moderator of the Synod of the 

Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in connection with the Church of Scotland.

, i

Kingston, 20th December, 1854.

Reverend and dear Sir,—In compliance with a request addressed 
to me by the Convener and other members of the Committee ap
pointed to watch over the progress of legislation in respect to the 
Clergy Reserves, to call a Special Meeting of Synod as early as pos
sible for the purpose of taking such steps as may be necessary to 
take advantage of the Commutation clause in the Act which has 
lately been passed by the Provincial Parliament, I have now to 
intimate to you that a Special Meeting of Synod will be held in St, 
Andrew’s Church, Montreal, on 10th January, 1855, being the 
second Wednesday of the month, at half-past 6 P. M.

I am, Reverend and dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

JAMES WILLIAMSON,
Moderator.

P. S. It has been thought by several of my brethren with whom 
I have conferred on the subject, and I concur in the opinion, that in 
the circumstances of the case Montreal is, on the whole, the most 
suitable place for the Meeting of Synod on this occasion.
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The Synod unanimously agreed to approve of the Moderator’s 
conduct in calling this meeting.

The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee appointed 
to watch over the interests of the Church in regard to the Clergy 
Reserves, which was given in and read by Dr. Cook, the Convener,
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Minutes of Synod, Montreal, Wednesday, J
an. 10,1855. 5
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6 Minutes of Synod, Montreal, Thursday, Jan. 11, 1855. ft

Parliament, of all persons connected with this Church, “ who at the 
date of the passing of I he Act of the Imperial Parliament to make 
provision concerning the Clergy Reserves of this Province, viz : 9th 
ftl.u, 18o.l, were receiving any income or allowance from such por
tion of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves as had been granted to 
the Synod ot the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with 
the Church of Scotland, specifying the names and ages of such per
sons, the annual amounts of their allowance, and through whom it is 
paid and that he had immediately issued a circular to the several 
parties, requesting a statement of their ages to be returned to him,— 
Mr. Allan of Montreal having kindly offered to furnish him with 
some other items ;—but that he had been as yet unable to make the 
required Return in consequence of a considerable number of the 

' Ministers having neglected to make Returns to him, although written 
to a second time on the subject ; and that he had also, at the sugges- 

I ,lon °* s0,ne °f the Clergy Reserve Commissioners, written to all of 
the parties whose names were
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on the Roll for salaries. The Synod, 
, wh'le approving of the conduct of tlie Clerk, directed him to use all 
, diligence in procuring as soon as possible the whole of the required 

information, and, in transmitting to the Government the list of in
cumbents up to 9th May, 1853, to furnish, at the same time, the 
names of those since put upon the Roll, as having, in the estimation 
of tne Synod, claims upon the Fund.

The Committee, appointed yesterday to arrange measures for the 
considérât! m of the Synod, reported certain Resolutions which the 
Synod proceeded to discuss at length.

Tho Synod, having heard the Report of the Committee appointed 
by the Synod to watch over the interests of the Church, in as far as 
these might be affected by tho action of the Legislature on the 

| Clergy Reserves,—and, also, the verbal repoits of such members of 
! the Committee as had been in communication with members of the 

Government on the subject,—and, having seriously and maturely 
sidered that clause of the Clergy Reserves Act, lately passed by the 

! Provincial Parliament at its present Session, by which His Excel
lency the Governor in Council is authorized, with tho consent of 
parties interested, to commute the salaries or allowances of Ministers, 
chargeable for life or during their incumbencies on the Clergy Re
serves Fund, for their value in money,—Resolved,
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I “ 1st. That it is desirable that such commutation, if upon fair and 
I liberal terms, should be effected ; and that the Rev. Alexander 

ftlathieson, D. D.,of Montreal, the Rev. John Cook, I). I)., of Qne- 
j £elb Hugh Allan, Esq., of Montreal, John Thompson, Esq., of Que- 
! b60» an,<l the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa City, be the Synod’s 

Commissioners with full power to give the formal sanction of the 
I Synod to such commutation as they shall approve, the said Com-
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Minutes of Svnod, Month
eal, Thubsdav, Jan. 11, 1855. 7
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8 Minutes of Synod, Montreal, Thursday, Jan. 11, 1855.

The Synod requested their Moderator to convey to the Hon. John ; 
Hamilton, of Kingston, and the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa, the 
thanks of this Synod for the assistance afforded by them to the Clergy 
Reserve Committee of this Synod, when lately met at Quebec, and 
for their exertions on behalf of the interests of this Church, espe
cially during the present Session of Parliament.

The business for which the Special Meeting of Synod had been 
j called having been finished, the Rev. Dr. Mathieson slated “ that he 
! availed himself of the opportunity, which this Special Meeting of 

Synod afforded, to direct the attention of the congregations within the 
bounds to the call made by the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, and generously responded to by every Parish in the land, to 

I contribute to the National Patriotic Fund for the leliefof the wives and 
jl children of the brave men who have been disabled or found a soldier’s 
jl grave in fighting for the honour of their country, and the liberty, and 
j (it is to be hoped,) the ultimate peace of the World, and the advance- 
!j ment of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ; and, also, to the circumstance, 

that several of the congregations in connection with this Synod have 
j already contributed or were anxious to contribute their subscriptions 

through the channel thus afforded them, to the Patriotic Fund.” 
Whereupon Dr. Mathieson moved to resolve, and it was resolved 
accordingly:

“ That this Synod deeply sympathize with Her Majesty and her 
people in the great struggle, in which she has been constrained to 

I engage, for the liberty and independence of nations. Sympathizing 
also with the numerous families whose hearts, in the inscrutable ! 
Providence of God, have been filled with sorrow for the loss of their 
natural protectors, or their friends who have fallen in the contest, 

ij arid being deeply sensible of, and grateful for, the inestimable bless- 
j ings, both civil and religious, which this Colony enjoys, under Her 

Majesty’s gracious sway, and its connection with the parent state, 
this Synod strongly recommend to all the congregations within their 

j bounds, not only as an expression of their gratitude and sympathy, 
i but as a solemn duty, at the earliest convenient season, and in the 

way that to the Minister and Elders seems best, to make contributions 
j to the National Patriotic Fund and that Hew Ramsay, Esq., Mon- '
! treal, be appointed to receive from the respective congregations their 
1 several contributions, and transmit them to William Young, Esquire, 

W. S., Edinburgh, whr has been appointed to receive the contribu
tions of the Church.

The Synod was then closed with prayer.
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APPENDIX.

2.

ANNO DEC1MO SEXTO VICTOBtÆ KEGINÆ 

CAP. XXI.
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10 Appendix.

ANNOjPDECIMO OCTAVO VICTORIÆ REGINÆ,

CAP. H.

An Act to niiiko better provision for appropriât! 
arising from the Lands heretofore known as the Clergy Reserves, 
by rendering them available for Municipal purposes.

[ISZ/'i December, 18Ù4.]
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^XT'ULRRAS by the Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, passed in 
y J the Session held in the thirty-first year of the Reign of His Majesty 

king George the Third, and intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain parts of 
an Act passed in the fourteenth year of His Majesty’s Reign, intituled, 

“ An Act for making more effectual provision for the Government of the 
“ Province ol Quebec, in North America, and to make further provision lor 
“ the Government of the said Province,” it is among other things enacted, 
that it shall and may he lawful for His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors, to 
authorize the Governor or Lieutenant Governor of each of the Provinces of 
I pper C.uia Ja and of Lower Canada respectively, or the person administer
ing the Government therein, to make from out of the Lands of the Crown 
within such Provinces such allotment and appropriation of lands as therein 
mentioned, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant Clergy within 
the same ; and it was further enacted, that all and every the rents, profits 
and emoluments, which might at any time arise from such lands so allotted 
and appropriated as aforesaid, should he applicable solely for the mainten
ance and support of a Protestant Clergy within the Province in which the 

should he situated, and to no other purpose whatever. And whereas 
in pursuance of the said Act. such allotments, and appropriations of land as 

I aforesaid, have been from time to time reserved for the purposes therein 
mentioned, which lands arc known in this Province Ly the name of The 
Cleri/i/ Reserves ; And whereas by another Act nf the Parliament of the 

j United Kingdom, passed in the Session held in the seventh and eighth years 
oi the reign oi King George the Fourth, and intituled, “ An Act to authorize 
“ the Sale of a part of the Clergy Reserves in the Provinces of Upper and 

j *• Lower Canada,” the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Person adminis
tering the Government of the said Provinces, or either of them, was empow
ered witli the consent of the Executive Council of such Province, and in 
pursuance of His Majesty's instructions, to sell and convey iu feu simple or 

| i'or any !e«s estate or interest, a part of the said Clergy Reserves in each of 
j the said Provinces, not exceeding iu either Province one fourth part of the 

Reserves within the same, nor exceeding one hundred thousand acres in 
either of them in any one year, and it was enacted that the proceeds of such 

I sides should, by the proper officers, be invested in the Public Funds of the 
. United Kingdom, and that the Dividends and Interest of the moneys so 
j invested should be appropriated in the manner provided by the said last- 

mentioned Act ; and further, that it should be lawful fur the Governor,
| Lieutenant Governor.or person administering the Government of either of 

the said Provinces, with the consent of the Executive Council thereof, and in 
pursuance of His Majesty’s instructions, to give or grant in exchange for any 
part of the said Clergy Reserves any lauds within the said Province, of 
equal value with such Clergy Reserves so to he taken in exchange, or to 
accejjt in exchange for any such Clergy Reserves from any person or per
sons any land of equal value, and that any lauds so taken in exchange for 
any such Clergy Reserves should be lioldeu by the Crown in trust for the 
purposes to which the Clergy Reserves were appropriated by the Acts 
firstly and secondly above cited : And whereas by another Act of the said 
Parliament, passed iu the Session held in the third and fourth years of Her

same
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12 Appendix.

. I- The moneys arising from the Clergy Reserves in Upper Canada shall 
continue to form a separate Fund which shall be called The Upper Canada 
Municipalities Fund, and the moneys arising from the Clergy Reserves in 
Lower Canada shall continue to form a separate Fund which shall be called 
The Lower Canada Municipalities Fund :

2. The Municipalities Fund for each section of the Province respectively 
j shall consist of all moneys a; ising from the sale of Clergy Reserves in that 

section of the Province, whether now funded or invested either in the United j 
Kingdom or in this Province, or remaining uninvested, or hereafter to arise ! 
from such sales, the Interest and Dividends of moneys forming part of such 

j Fund, the interest upon sales of Clergy Reserves in that section of the Prov- | 
ince, on credit, and rents, issues and profits arising from Clergy Reserves j 
therein demised or to be demised for any term of years, and other casual 
and periodical incoming arising from Clergy Reserves therein, after deduct- I 
ing therefrom the actual and necessary expenses attending the sales of the j1 
said Clergy Reserves, and of managing the same and the Funds aforesaid ; j 
and the moneys forming the said Funds shall be paid into the hands of the 
Receiver General, and shall be by him applied to the purposes hereinafter 
mentioned, under the authority of this Act, or any General or Special Order 

' or Orders to be made by the Governor in Council.

IT. The annual stipends or allowances which had been before the passing 
of the Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom passed in the sixteenth 

! year of Her Majesty’s Reign, and cited in the Preamble to this Act, assigned 
or given to the Clergy of the Churches of England and Scotland, or to any 

j other Religious Bodies or denominations of Christians in either Section of 
| the Province, and chargeable under the Act of the said Parliament on the 

Clergy Reserves in such Section, (and to which the faith of the Crown is 
pledged) shall, during the natural lives or incumbencies of the parties 
receiving the same at the time of the passing of the said Act, be the first 
charge on the Municipalities F’und for that Section of the Province, and shall 
be paid out of the same in preference to all other charges or expenses what- 

: Provided always, that the annual allowances heretofore payable to 
the Roman Catholic Church in Upper Canada, and to the British Wesleyan 
Methodist Church for Indian Missions, shall continue to be payable during 
the twenty years next after the passing of this Act, and no longer.

| III. And whereas it is desirable to remove all semblance of connection 
J between the Church and State, and to effect an entire and final disposition 

of nil matters, claims and interests arising out of the Clergy Reserves, by ns 
speedy a distribution of their proceeds as may be: Be it therefore enacted, 
that the Governor in Council may, whenever he may deem it expedient, 
with the consent of the parties and Bodies severally interested, commute 
with the said parties such annual stipend 

j of, to be calculated, at the rate of six per cent, per annum, upon the proba
ble life of each individual ; and in the case of the bodies above particularly 
specified in the second section of this Act, at the actual value of the said 
allowance at the time of commutation to be calculated at the rate aforesaid : 
and such commutation shall be paid accordingly out of that one of the 
Municipalities Funds upon which such stipend or allowance is made char
geable by this Act : Provided always, that no commutation shall take place 
but within one year next after the passing of this Act: Provided also, that 
in case of commutation with either of the said Bodies or Denominations, it 
shall not be lawful for them or cither of them to invest the moneys paid 
for such commutation, or any part thereof, in Real property of any kind 
what-oever, under penality of forfeiting the same to Her Majesty ; and that 
the said Bodies or Denominations shall lay before the Legislature, whenever 
called on so to do, a statement of the manner in which said moneys shall 
have been invested or appropriated.
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