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PREFACE.

AT the request of the President of this Society we
umlurnflu.k. with some \ht-.\'it‘:llinn. to prepare the follow-
ing nn}\-.\". embodying all that can be gathered together
concerning the career of the Florentine Navigator who
appears tp have been the first explorer of a portion of
our coaft. Besides a report addressed to the French
King on his return from the voyage, there are several
ceetaneous notices of the expedition, which are suffi-
cient to authenticate it. The fact that a Planisphere,
drawn by a kinsman of the explorer, about the year
1529, was in the Museo Borgiana, had been published
in 1800, but it remained unnoticed, until Thomassy in
1852 desecribed it de visu. This remarkable document,
confirming the report of 1524, and dispelling all reason-
able doubt as to its genuineness, remained for some years
longer unpublished. Efforts to procure a copy of it by
various persons had failed, until our President at last
succeeded in obtaining photographs from it.  These,
thongh imperfect, are distinet enough to furnish suf
ficient evidence that the voyage was made at the time
above indicated, and very nearly as described in the
o‘\]tlul‘vl".\‘ report to the King.

To the paper, as prepared for the Society, we have

added some notes that further illustrate it, though not

-




4 PREFACE.

always having a direct bearing upon the subject. The
lll:l]»‘llil.\‘ been very carefully copied in outline from the
photographs, which it was found impossible to reproduce
in any other way, and we have added a copy, on a larger
scale; of that portion of our coast which the navigator
claims to have been the first to explore.

The publication in 1825, edited by Navarrete, of
Spanish documents relating to the discovery and explo
ration of America, followed by the interesting life of
Columbus by Washington Irving, and the Hramen
Critjque by Von Humboldt, opened a field for studies
in American comparative geography that is becoming
fruitful of results. The last named work is a guide
which all must consult. With a master hand the author
combines and collates all attainable materials, And draws
light from sources which Ze first brings to bear on his
exhaustive investigations.

The interest thus newly awakened by the appearance
of these works, lent fresh activity to such researches,
bringing out numerous hitherto neglected or unknown
documents. - Among these we may name the Coleccion
de Documentos Inéditos in forty-one volumes, of which
a portion relate to the Spanish-American possessions,
and a last series® devoted 0‘X«'||l.\i\‘0'|)’ to America Y
Océania, begun in 1864, and of which we have seen
eleven volumes, ending in 1869. The Academy’s edition
of Oviedo’s full work, in five folio volumes, is another
contribution of a most valuable nature to early Ameri-
can history. Unluckily all these Spanish works are
not accompanied by proper indexes, so that it becomes

an arduous task to consult them.
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PREFACE. 5

We have also many inedited maps appearing since
the Eramen Criligue was completed. Among these we

may name as of especial interest to Americans, the

Monumens de la Géographie du Moyen Age, which /
: “ S /

includes the curious Planisphere drawn by Juan de 14
Co=a in 1500, and that of Sebastian Cabot of 1544. Not
less interesting is the Kunstmann collection of eleven
old maps. all relating to America, Kohl's fac-similes of
the American portion of two valuable Spanish Plapi-
spheres of 1527 and 1529, both of the works last
named being accompanied with explanatory text. A
host of most interesting papers on the same subjects
could be named, but such a list is not ealled for here,
though we must thank the author of the Bibliofera
Americana Vetustissima for a work which lichtens the
labors of such as have to investigate early American
history.

We must entreat scholars: not to deal harshly with
us if they find many foreign names misprinted or wonds
not properly accented, for we did our best to avoid this
blemish, one which Mons. Davesae truly says is peculiar

to Anglo-Saxon compositors.

NoTE Since completing this paper we have come to the comeclmsion

that the nammow Isthmus and the nameless Western Sea. hid dow

map, just North of u'litl:'. are the result of an atte mpt on the part of

mapmaker to locate the Isthmus of Panama and Moy del Sw His drameit
of the true Isthmus is incomplete, and from a misunderstandimes of it 2
described in ©ovedo’s Somario of 1526, which he may have seem or

he has placed it thus, and has puzzled geographers who copied

Giovanni himself could not have originated this error

3







NOTES ON GIOVANNI DA VERRAZANO AND ON A
PLANISPHERE OF 1529, ILLUSTRATING HIS
AMERICAN VOYAGE IN 1524, WITH A
REDUCED COPY OF THE MAP.

By JamEes CArsoN BREVOORT.

READ NOVEMBER 28tH, 1871.

INTRODUCTORY.

The discoveries made in the great ocean by Columbus
at the close of the fifteenth century, gave to the Spaniards
a supposed claim not only to coasts and islands which
they had seen, but also to @/l the unknown lands and
seas beyond and to the west of a certain meridian of
longitude. This demarcation line, however, was not
based on any better right than the partition of the
heathen and undiscovered countries of the globe between
Spain and Portugal, confirmed by the Pope; Alexander
VI, in May and September, 1493.* and further, but not
definitely settled between these two nations in June, 1494.
As time passed on, the hopes entertained by the Spanish
sovereigns were dispelled by the assurance that the
western waters did not anywhere, as supposed by Strabo,t
afford a clear seaway to the eastern shores of Asia, for a

* See Humboldt, Eramen Critique and Cosmos ; also Oscar Peschel, Die
T heilu ng der Erde, etc., 1871

t While the mathematicians teach that the circle passes behind it (the
earth) and returns into itself, so that did the magnitude of the Atlantic not

prevent, we might navigate on the same parallel from Spain to India

[Lib. 1)




8 NoTES ON THE VERRAZANO MAr.

new continent interposed itself, which up to 1524, had
been found continnous from Florida to the distant
southern strait discovered by Magellan.

In 1513, Balboa discovered the South Seafthus reveal-
ing a probable division of the New World ind a southern
and a northern continent, which last was, however, sup
posed to be a part of Asia until 1540. The South Sea
was thus named, because it was supposed to lie to the
south of this eastern extremity of Asia, and on many
maps of the-time, it was thus represented. The{proba-
bility, however, of the existence of a narrow strait or
water communication between the South Sea and the
Atlantic, just north of Mexico, was a favorite theory
among geographers, long believed in, leading to many
voyages for its detection, and which, as a search for a
north-west passage, survived to this day, when having
been found, it turns out to be impracticable.

It was the hope of making such a discovery that
impelled the navigator, whose voyage we are about to
examine, toward that part of the New World which still
remained unexplored, and we shall briefly review the
geographical discoveries which, up to the year 1524, had
been made from the north and from the south, along the
coast of the present United States of America. W

In 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon discovered the mainland
of Florida, and afterwards sent out exploring expeditions
along its Atlantic coast, which do not appear to have got
beyond the mouth of the Rio de Chicora, or Savannah
River, in latitude 32°. He died in 1521 from a wound
received on his last voyage while fighting with the natives.

The Licentiate, Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, in 1520 and
1521, explored the coast north of the Savannah, and
appears tQ have reached Cabo Santa Helena, or Cape
Fear, in latitude 34°, and somewhat beyond it. It is
claimed by some that his vessels had reached to the Bahia
Santa Maria, ‘'or Chesapeake Bay, before 1526, the date of
his last expedition. The coast-line of the Gulf of Mexico

€3
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OCEANIC FXPLORATIONS. 9

was slowly explored from 1498 to 1518, when the hope of
an opening into the Mar del Sur was abandoned. *

* The coasts of Newfoundland, or Baccalaos,t and of
Nova Scotia, or Terra de Bretones, had been explored by
the French and others on fishing voyages, at least as far
south as Cape Sable, or to the Penobscot (Rio de Norum-
bega), in latitude 43° 20°) before 1524. These explorations
from the north and from the south left a gap between lati-
tudes 34° and 43 nnrth,' which the geographers of the
Congress of Bajadoz, in 1524, seemed unable to fill, having
discovered that no official examination of the coast between
Florida and Terra Nova had ever been made.

Tlie hearsay report of Sebastian Cabot, who, was said
to have followed the coast from Newfoundland to Florida
without finding an opening to the west, does not appear
to have had any influence on the question. He was him-
self one of the members of this Congress, and could have
cleared up this point if he had really coasted these shores
in 1497 or 1498, as told by Peter Martyr. §

Estevan Gomez§ a Portuguese, in Spanish employ,
who had accompanied Magellan as far as the strait, a
member of the Congress, and who had proposed a search
along this unexplored coast, was therefore officially com
missioned to look for a passage westward between these
parallels.  He sailed in February, 1525, and was absent
about ten months; coasting from north to south, having
distinetly ascertained that a continental shore filled the
void, thus completing the line of an impenetrable barrier
across a westward route to the Spice Islands, extending
from latitude 53° north, to the Straits of Magellan, in 54
sonth.

The return of the Vittoria in 1522, under Sebastian
Del Cano, the only ship left of the five which had sailed

* See note, Gulf r:f M{rico.

1 See note, Cabot

t See note, Baccalaos.

£ A full accoungdf the voyages of this navigator has been prepared, and
will soon be published, by the Hon Henry C. Murphy

9




10 Nores oN 1t Vervrazaxo Mar.

in 1519 with Magellan, led to much speculation concern
ing a nearer way to the Moluccas than the one thus
opened by the Spaniards.  Many minds were excited,
both by this great feat; and by the reports of the rich
empire which Cortes was then conquering, to new geo
graphical enquiry.  Cortes himself offered, in 1524, to
search both oceans for the supposed northern strait lead
ing to the west, though it appears that he confined him-
self to exploring the South Sea only.*

Meanwhile the attention of Francis the First was turned
in the same direction, whether from the report that such
a blank was to be filled in the maps, or that the French
King had learned as much from his own cosmographers.
That he hoped to find a short passage to the Molucecas,
we know from the letter of Giovanni de Verrazano of
1524, who had been directed to search for it. Perhaps
among the crews of the vessels captured by this naviga-
tor on previous corsairial expeditions, there were men
who had revealed to him the state of Spanish geographi-
cal knowledge, and the probability of a western passage,
to be found between the parallels above mentioned. It
was also no doubt the desire of the King to discover a
rich empire like Mexico, which the Spaniards were then
plundering, and which might open to Zim also a supply
of the precious metals.  Verrazano seems to have failed
in a first effort to sail, with four vessels, as he says, north-
wardly, but with one vessel only he started again, and
after an exploration of some months, between the paral
lels of 34° and 50° N. according to his own estimate, he
returned with information that no passage could be found.

The explorations of Verrazano and of Gomez on the
eastern shores of North America, and those directed by
Cortes on the west, closed all hopes of a short sea-way
to the Indies. But the entire disconnection of Asia with
America was not positively proved until Behring dis
covered in 1728, the strait to which his name was given,

* See notes, Cortes and Zuazo
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THE PLANISPHERE OF 1529, 11

DISCOVERY OF THE VERRAZANO PLANISPHERE OF 1529,

The interesting discovery by Mons. R. Thomassy, an
experienced archivist, author of interesting geographical
papers and of the geology of Louisiana, among the maps
of the College de Propaganda Fide in Rome, of a Mapa
mundi, made by a certain Hieronimus de Verrazano,
dating from about the year 1529, was first made known
in o paper entitled ZLes Papes Geographes, puleli\'hwl in
the Annales des Voyages, Paris, 1852.% Mons. Thomassy
could hardly have been aware of the keen interest that
such a discovery would awaken among those interested
in early American explorations, or he would have given
a less meagre account of this precious map. He deserves
our.sincere thanks, however, for drawing attention to
this and other valuable geographical monuments pre-
served in Rome, and which seem to have escaped the
active research of Humboldt and Jomard. A study of
this map by the author of the Hramen Critique de la
Geographie dw Nowveaw Continent, would have been
fruitiul of results, and we can hardly venture to tread a
path which he first opened, without great diftidence, and
the hope that the investigation which we may only sketch
out, will by others be prosecuted to definite results.

Our remarks are based upon a study of two photo-
graphic copies of the original map, which, after long and
repeated attempts, have at last, through the kind offices
of Mr. Thos. E. Davis,; been procuréd from Rome by the
President of this Society.+

These photographs are now before you, but are unfor-
tundtely not distinet enough to enable us to read the
names inscribed along our coast, between the points
which limit the explorations of our navigator. This is
most unlucky, and another copy must be procured before
the critical examination of the subject can be properly

* See note, T homassy

t See page 80 of the Report of this Society for 1871

—



12 Nores oN THE VERRAZANO MaP.

undertaken. We have deciphered a few of the names,
and have prepared a careful copy of that part of the
Mapamundi which more specially interests us as Ameri-

cans.

The original map is on three large skins pasted together
forming a sheet; according to Mons. Thomasdy, the first
describer of the map, 260 centimetres long and 130 high;
say 102.36 inches by 51.18 inches, or with a width twice as
great as the height. It is a general map of the world, as
known to the designer of it, Hieronimus de Verrazano,
but it bears no date. From the remark written under the
name Novatzallia, that this land was discovered five years
before, we infer (supposing the date of Giovanni de Ver-
razano’s voyage, as given himself, to be 1524), that the
map was made in 1529. There is good reason to believe
that Hieronimus (Jerome) was a brother of John, and
that he put down the coast here alluded to from authentic
data furnished by his brother.

There are certain coast features drawn on the map,
which are not alluded to in the letter, sceming to prove
that Jerome had his brother's charts before him. The
plain indication of Long Island Sound, and of Cape Cod,
is of itself sufficient proof that it was compiled from
original drafts or notes. The latitudes, however, differ
entirely from those given in the letter. The truth, per
haps, cannot be developed until this chart, which is open
to examination, has received a closer study.  New copies
of it are needed, which may more faithfully render the
coast names and minor details.

Further remarks on the map will be found in the notes
to this paper.* The great interest that attaches to it in
our eyes, is the fact of its being the earliest known tracing
of our coast, as made from actual exploration.

The only account of Verrazano’s voyage left to us is in
the form of a letter, written from Dieppe, July 8, 1524, to

* Bee note, Verrazano Planisphere




Lierk aAND VovAaars oF VERRAzANO. 13
the French King, in which he gives a short and sketehy
report of his explorations, without naming any points,
and in such general terms that many have doubted the
gemaineness of the letter. It was not published in Franee,
but first appeared in Italian, in Venice, 1556, in the third
volume of the Collection of Voyages, edited by Ramusius,
which was prepared in 1553, but no document positively
confirming the letter has since been found.

No serious doubt, however, had ever been raised
impugning the truth of this letter until the late Bucking-
ham Smith attempted, in two critical articles, published
in 1864 and 1869, to disprove its genunineness.

Lire AND VOYAGES OF VERRAZANO.

Geographers, as well as historians, meet with many
historical riddles.  Even concerning Columbus, much
remains to be explained, and of the early voyages of
Sebastian Cabot just enough is known, in the lack of for-
ther documentary evidence, to render the search for truth
almost hopeless. The voyages of Americus Vespucins
present a wide subject for controversy, and the few facts
concerning Verrazano, whose voyages more closely than
any other early navigator relate to our own coast, invite
the most searching eriticism of geographers.

We have, in this case, to deal with an individual who
was known under two characters; as a privateer and as
an explorer.  On this account we must treat of him in
each character separately, in order not to confuse the
narrative of his carcer. In later times, a Hawkins or a
Drake; a Cavendish or an Anson, united these opposite
occupations and were famed in both, but Verrazano’s
exploits as a corsair have heen hitherto only alluded to
in scattered notices, and uncertainty rests on the time and
manner of his death. He was the first to show how the

growing power of Spain could be erippled, and Spain, in

return, has not honored his memory.
We have collected many detached notices of his cors
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airial employments, and have endeavored to partly clear
up the mystery of his death.

FAMILY OF VERRAZANO.

The Verrazano family belonged to Florence, and our
navigator, according to Giuseppi Pelli,* was the son of
Pictro Andrea and Fiametta Capelli.  From the letter of
Annibale Caro, quoted by Tiraboschi,t we learn that he

Ay

had a brother; probably Hieronimus or'Jerome, who com-
posed the map before us.  According to Prof. Geo. W.

Greene; the Cavaliere Andrea, the last one of the family
died at Florence in 1819.
Pelli supposes that Giovanni de Verrazano was born
> after 1480. This date, together with the fact that he had

+ oo e
1 form the sub-

resided several years in Cairo and Syria,
stance of all that can be ascertained about him in Italy.
Engaged in the trade of spices, silks and the precious
commodities of the east, which were slowly brought, after
numerous barters; to the ports of the eastern Mediterra
nean, where vessels from the trading cities of Italy
awaited them, our navigator learned what a gain it would
be, if these necessary commodities could be procured by
a direct sea voyage to the Moluccas.
At what time he became a seafarer and on what seas
- he sailed previous to the year 15621, we have no informa
tion, unless we accept the vague indications contained in
Carli’s letter. The late Buckingham Smith ascertained,
from Portuguese authorities; that he was in the East

Indies in 1517, probably making the voyage in a Portu-

ovsactdiics

guese vessel.  Possibly, after an experience of some
years in the Mediterranean, the cradle of Eyropean nau
tical enterprise, he may have entered the service of Spain,
who at that time was drawing soldiers and sailors from

every part of Europe, and in her service must have

*See note, Pelli, Eloqio de Verrazano t See note, Caro
1 See note, Carls's letter
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learned the track followed by her vessels for trade or con-
quest to the West Indies.®  Nay, he may himself have
sailed to the West Indies, as it seems he dil with the
Portuguese to the Moluccas.  The route to the latter by
the Cape of Good Hope, was discovered in his time, and
the quite recent oceanic discoveries of the Spaniards,
seeking the far east by the west, must have further
excited his ambition, and increased his desire to open a
still shorter water communication with Cathay and the
lands of the great Khan.

In 1521, Verrazano appears as a French corsair off the
southern shores of the Iberian peninsula, and thence
forward Spanish historians make frequent mention of him
under the name of Juan Florin or Florentin, never, how-
ever, adding the surname Verrazano.

VERRAZANO AS A CORSAIR.

As a corsair, his exploits have hitherto been known
only from a few passages in Barciat and Herrera, while,
curiously enough, the letters and decades of Peter Mar
tyrt and the history by Bernal Diaz, § whith contain
dates and interesting details relating to these incidents,
seem to have been overlooked. The late Buckingham
Smith, who wrote several notices of him, and was engagzed
upon another at the time of his death, was about to
explore this field.

A distinet reference to his predatory cruises against the
Spaniards is made by Juan himself, in the heading of his
letter to Francis the First, which identifies him with the
feared Juan Florentin, the corsair. |

We might otherwise hesitate to accept the faet, which

* See note, Roules to the Indies.

t Ensayo Cronologico para la Hist. gen. de la Florida Wadrid. 1722,

:U/m,\ /t/wlm'ru'um, Compluti (Aleala), 1530, and Puaris, 1670; ecades de
Orbe Novo, Alcala, 1530.  Paris, 1587.

§ Historia Verdudera, ete Vadrid, 1632
| See Appendix, Ide ntification of Florin aus Verrazano
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is stated by Bareia alone.  Other Spanish authors, such
as Herrera, speak of the explorer Verrazano, as if he
were a distinet character.

Soon alter the gold producing islands of the sea had
been discovered and made productive by the Spaniards,
corsairs of various nationalities began actively to dispute
the rich spoil of these new Indies with their grasping
conquerors.  These corsairs watched the south-western
coasts of the peninsula, and no doubt many a rich capture
was made by them before Juan succeeded in his daring
project of lying in wait to seize the treasure-ships of
Cortes.

The first gold from Mexico, together with curious speci-
mens of the handiceraft of the natives, collected by Juan
de Grijalva in 1518, was sent to Diego Velasquez, the
covernor of Cuba, in charge of Pedro de Alvarado ; and
the Kking's share was received in Spain early in 1519.
The first treasure collected by Hernando Cortes;, who
landed in Mexico in 1519, was despatched direct to Spain,*
the vessel sailing from Villa Rica de Vera Cruz, July 26,
1519, in charge of Alonzo Hernandez de Puertocarrero
and Francisco de Montejo, and arriving at San Lucar in
October t after a short stoppage in Cuba.

The King, however, was at that time in Flanders, and
the treasure was not presented to him until March, 1520,
at Tordesillas. 3 No doubt, the news of this rich arrival
was at once noised abroad, and led to the fitting out of
corsairs by France, in order to share in the golden harvests
of the Spaniards.

*The vessel was carried by Alaminos, her pilot, through the Florida chan-
nel (reconnoitered by him in 1513, while accompanying Ponce de Leon), in
order to avoid passing near Cuba. It was the first voyage to Spain made by
this route

{ See Peter Martyr's letter of December 2d, 1519

t A more correct account, by an unknown hand, given in the Documentos
Ineditos vol. i, 1842, p. 421, says that the first things sent by Cortes were

presented to the emperor, in Valladolid, during holy weck (April 1-8), 1520

R i e e T RO




such

he

had
rds,
nte
nnge
lern
mnre
‘ing

of

ecl-
nan
the
wind
19,

vho

nd
20,
val
of

sts

ran-
in
by

ilos
ere
20

fascken Ehanin oot e < s

Verkazaxo as a Cors.aIR. 17
Another consignment of gold from Hispaniola, accord-
ing to Peter Martyr,® fell into the hands of Juan Florentin
in 1521, being his first recorded capture of treasure.
Peter Martyr estimates the value of this prize at 80,000
ducats, besides a large quantity of pearls and sugar.t
As Cortes despatched his vessels directly home, with-
out permitting them to stop at any of the West India
islands, and as this vessel was from Hispaniola, it seems
certain that it was not sent by the conqueror of Mexico.
Barcia gives the same date, but the ship he speaks of was
taken in 1523.3 Bernal Diaz does not speak of this
vessel’s capture, as it was not one sent by Cortes.

Herrera | gives, perhaps; the most reliable account of
the doings of the French corsairs in this year. He says
that these corsairs were cruising on the coasts of Anda-
lusia and the Algarves, watching for vessels from the
Indies. Four or five vessels were therefore ordered to
be fitted out at the cost of the foreign merchants, and the
command of them was entrusted to Don Pedro Manrique,
brother of the Conde de Osorno. Two of them were com-
manded by Estevan: Gomez and Alvaro de la Mesquita.
The first of these was a pilot under Magellan, and had
abandoned his commander October 8, 1520, when partly
through the strait, imprisoning Mesquita, his nephew,
captain of the San Antonio. They had reached Seville,
May 6th, 1521, and while awaiting the issue of their dis-
pute were thus ordered into service.

Just as they were about to sail; news was brought that
the French corsairs had taken two out of three caravels
coming from the Indies. The third, with the smaller
part of the treasure, was said to have escaped. It was

* See his letter of November 19, 1522, and decade v, chap. 8.

t See notes, Martyr, Dec. v, chap. 8. His letter of March 6, 1521, men
tions the arrival of a despatch, and speaks only of treasure expected

{ Ensayo, 1723, page 8 see note, Barcia.

| Dec. 111, Lib. I, Cap. X1V, 1521.
3
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added that the corsairs were watching to make the cap-
tlll‘t' of five t'\]w(‘lwl l'nl‘lllgllt'\-' \'1‘\\l'|.\'.

A licht vessel was therefore sent to the Azores to warn
these of the danger they were in, and the convoy then
started in pursuit of the corsairs. It found, on the 24th
of June, seven French vessels anchored under Cape St
Vincent, which came out to meet it and gave battle.
The French retired at last, and were schased all night,
but in the morning turned on their pursuers.  Manrique
got the wind of them, when they again fled, and were
chased forty leagues.  He recaptured a prize loaded with
wheat, and another with artillery and arms, and took all
the small boats of the French.

Manrique returned to San Lucar to repair damages,
hastening matters by a forced levy on the merchants; as
he wished to join a Portuguese fleet; going to the islands
to convoy the vessels from Caleutta.

Having waited at the islands until August, it became
certain that the five ships would not arrive this year from
the east; so Manrique left the Portuguese fleet there, with
supplies for the expected vessels; and cruised on the
Spanish coast, having learned from a vessel plundered
near Galicia, that twenty-six corsairs had been seen in
one place and twenty in another.

It appears, therefore; that the French corsairs were
very active in this year, but Herrera does not mention
Florin as a commander of any of them. Martyr alone
names him, and \\«-‘<|v-|wn«l upon his authority only.
No captures of treasure-vessels are reported as having
been made affer the month of May. No doubt the
treasure taken e rly in the year was at once sent home,
probably to La [Rochelle, which appears to have been
the place where Jyan had been fitted for the cruise.

The coast of \n(lNu sia, between Gibraltar and Cadiz
is high and nulonlul by wild sterile valleys, then
almost uninhabited, Lm' the /“‘1] would I|| there,
watching from the he xht\ !'nl .||v|nm.¢ hing vessels;, which
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habitually sichted Cape Trafalgar on their return from
cither of the Indies.  On this_account homeward-bound
vessels, about 1524, were ordered to make for the/port of
Corunna.?

During the rest of 1521, or in 1522, Verrazano may
have attempted the first voyage of discovery alluded to
in his letter to King Francis, but of this we shall speak
further on.

On this first cruise he says he had four vessels, and the
expression in the preamble to the letter, - fhaf which had
been acoomplished by the four sh //)x.”’ alludes, no doubt,
to the rich spoil he had taken from the Spaniards in 1521,
as well as to the attempt to sail to the north-west. This
supposition finds confirmation in the same heading of
the letter, where, in allusion to another cruise, the words
““what we did with this flect of war’ seem to refer to
his great capture of 1523. He was not making open war
on the Spaniards, and had, no doubt, been instructed to
conceal all mention of any aggressive acts toward them.

In 1522, he seems to have made an unsuecessful eruise.
at least if we can believe Viera, the historian of the
Canaries, + who, writing in 1772, seems to have neglected
the anthors we have quoted, but derives his information
on the subject of Verrazano from the MS. history of Don
Pedro Augustin del Castillo, preserved in Teneriffe.  In
this year.as he says, the governor of these islands, Pedn
Suares de Castilla, ordered a squadron of five small vesx
sels to seek for the corsair. It met him off the Punta de
Gando, with seven captured emigrant vessels, which he
had taken while on their way from Cadiz to the islands.
He was chased and forced to release his prizes, which
seem to have been of little value. Viera adds that he
betook himself to the Azores, and there captured two
treasure-ships of Cortes, but this occurred, as we shall
see, in 1523, It is uncertain whether he returned in 1522

* Sce notes, Martyr, Dec. 8 $ See nates, Vwrw
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to France; or remained in Spanish waters. ‘Martyr.” in
1522, records a rumor that the French pirates'hadl fifteen
ships, and that many of them were cast away on the
coast of Africa. This report may have been a garbled
version of the story told by Viera.

On the 156th of May, 1522) Cortes despatched his third
letter to the King, dating it from Cuyoacan, near Mexico,
after the capture of the capital.  The consignment accom
panying this letter comprised in treasure, jewels, rarities
and live animals, the most valuable collection hitherto
sent from the Western Indies to Spain. It included the
emperor’s fifth, a present from Cortes and his men to the
monarch, and consignments to individuals. Two of the
three vessels bearing this precious freight were in charge
of Antonio de Quinones and Alonzo de Avila, Diego de
Ordaz and Alonzo de Mendoza, while Juan de Ribera, the
secretary of Cortes; was made the chief envoy, and
entrusted with the despatches and the presentation of the
imperial share of the treasure, borhe on the third vessel.+
A glowing description of the treasure and curiosities can
be found in some detail in Martyr, Oviedo, Gomara.
Herrera and other Spanish historians.

According to Bernal Diaz, these vessels left Vera Cruz
on the 20th of December, 1522, This date 1s erroneons,
and although we do not know the exact day of their
departure, it was made; probably, in June, 1522. They

I of the
Bahamas, piloted, as before, by Antonio de Alaminos,

passed into the Atlantic through the channe

the discoverer of this passage.} One notable event of the
voyage was the escape from its cace of a tiger. which
Killed and wounded several sailors.  The little fleet put
in at the Azores, where two of the vessels, fearing corsairs,

concluded to remain. and actually stayed, over the winter,

* Dec. 5th, chap. 8
t According to Martvr. Herrera, Dec. 11 Lib. 11, Cap. I, is conf
the subject

1 See notes, l,‘u{'r' of Merico
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VERRAZANO AS A CORSAIR. 21

but the third, bearing Juan de Ribera and a small part
of the treasure, continued the voyage and reached Spain
in safety. The treasure had been long expected, and
Peter Martyr says, in a letter of July 14th, 1522, that the
vessels had been sichted off the coast, but this proved a
false report. In his letter of November 19th,* he \]H‘:ll\\
of Juan de Ribera’s quite recent arrival.  Tired of wait
ine at the Azores, Diego de Ordaz and some others also
reached home safely, in a Portuguese vessel.

In 1523,4+ the Council of the Indies, either of its own
accord or acting on a decree of the emperor, had instructed
Capt. Domingo Alonzo to convoy a tleet of East Indian
bound vessels as far as the Canaries, $ and then repair to
the Azores, with his three caravels, and convoy the Mexi
can vessels home.  The rich convoy sailed from Santa
Maria, of the Azores, about the middle or end of May,
1523. It consisted of the three vessels of war, the two
treasure-ships of Cortes, and of another treasure-ship
from Espanola. When the fleet were just about to sight
Cape St. Vincent, and were thirty-five geographical miles
(ten Spanish leagues) from it; a fleet of six vessels was
deseried coming to meet them.  Probably they were mis
taken for Spanish vessels, and were allowed to come
close aboard 5 at any rate, the strange fleet attacked thewm,
proving to b armed French corsairs, fitted out from La
Rochelle; and under the command of the dreaded Juan
Florin himself,

One of the Spanish caravels took to flight; the others
fought bravely, but were overcome and forced to surren
der with their convoy, Antonio de Quiniones being Killed
during the action. § The date of the capture is not given,

* See notes, Martyr, (ontarini

t See notes, Martyr, Dec. VI Cap. IV and also Cortes de Valladolid, 1523

$ These were the first Spanish trading vessels bound there, the Vidoria
under Sebastian del Cano, having returnal a few months before, viz, Sep
tember 6Gth, 1522

£ See note, Herrera, 1523
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but Martyr’s letter concerning it was written June 11th,
15623, and Contarini’s on the 7th, probably within a week

) of its occurrence.®  Curiously enough, there is no distinet
mention of it in the decades of Peter Martyr, though he
speaks of it in 1525 as an event that happened three years
before.  The two treasure-ships were tdken, and Herrera
and Gomara include the ship from Espanola, also. \ith
this great prize, perhaps the largest made up to that time,
and with Davila a prisoner, Florin got safely home to
La Rochelle.  Davila was kept a prisoner there for three
years. A portion of the treasure was laid at the feet of
Francis the First.

Charles felt the loss deeply, and soon afterward issued
a second order,t of wider application than the first one of
1523, and the Council of the Indies thereupon ordercd
that all homeward-bound vessels should rendezvous at
Hispaniola, in order to be convoyed safely home. Conta-
rini says, that he ordered pursuit to be made from several
ports, offering the pursuers one-half of the treasure if it
could be recaptured.}

The disappointment of Hernan Cortes, when he learned
of this loss; may be imagined, but drawing a lesson from
experience, he took measures also, in order to avoid such
mishaps in the future.

The Spaniards complained bitterly of these depreda-
tions, committed by vessels countenanced and perhaps
sent out by a friendly sovereign, but the neutrality obli
gations of those days were almost as lax as those of some
modern maritime powers. The Greeks, Moors and Nor-
mans had been leading piratical nations, and the Norse
taste for predatory expeditions developed the race of
buccaneers, which inflicted so much loss and damage on
the Spaniards in the seventeenth century. The jealous

* Sce note, Martyr, Contarini ; see Oviedo, for an estimate of the value of
the capture

t See Cortes de Toledo, 1525, and Herrera, Dec. 111, Lib. VII, Cap. IV

t See note, Contarini
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colonial policy of Spain engouraged in other nations a
desire to partake in the rich harvest, and in the end,
impoverished her.  Had the colonies been thrown open
to foreign settlement and to a trade at least partially
free, instead of being treated as they were, as part of the
royal patrimony, a widely different result would have
ensued.

Verrazano, who probably reaped a large share of the
treasure and spoils derived from this capture, was again
fitted out with a stronger fleet than before, and, accord
ing to Barcia, who is not always reliable in his accounts,
made innumerable prizes in Spanish waters. e may
have made another piratical trip in 1523, but if so, there
is no particular mention of him in connection with it.
Herrera says, that Pedro de Manrique was sent out,
probably after the decree of 15623 had been issued, with
a strong fleet of five vessels to convoy, from the Azores,
five vessels from Puerto de la Angra, in the island of Ter
ceira, known as the Armada de Averias,® and carrying
an immense treasure of gold, pearls, sugar, ete. This
was brought safely to Seville, and half the treasure was
borrowed by the emperor to pay for the outfit of his army
against Francis the First.+ Perhaps Verrazano had
watched the armament of Manrique, and finding it too
strong to be attacked, resolved to make a second attempt
at exploration, refitting in Madeira, and starting with
the Dauphine alone early in 1524,

After his return from this last voyage, under date of
July 8th, 1524, he writes to the French King, reporting
what he had accomplished, and seems to have repaired
to court} in August, the king h¢lr at Lyons. We
incline, however, to the opinion that he made other and
successful piratical expeditions to his previous field of

* One fitted out by the custom-house authorities
t Herrera, Dec. T11, Lib. IV, Cap. XXI
1 He was expected there, according to Fernando Carlis’ letter, first pub-

lished in 1853 see notes



24 Nores oN 1HE VERRAZANO MaP.
adventure. The story that he was taken and hung in
this year has been told by two Spanish chroniclers, but
it cannot easily be maintained in the face of recorded
facts to the contrary, which we shall presently bring for
ward.

We learn by a letter of Peter Martyr, dated August 4,
1524,* that Florinus had captured, but a short time before
this date, a richly laden Portuguese ship, bringing from
the Indies a freicht valued at 180,000 ducats. If this
prize was taken at this date by Verrazano, he must have
fitted out for the cruise in great haste, if we are to accept
the date of his letter of July 8th from Dieppe as a true
one. Martyr was, no doubt, using Florin’s name in this
case without proper authority.

The Council of the Indies, acting on the royal decree
of 1523, fitted out some well-armed Biscayan vessels,
which encountered and captured, in 1524, a piratical
French fleet, and the pirates were taken to Seville to be
tried. That pirates were taken is probable, but that
Florinus was taken with them, as stated by Bernal Diaz
and De Barcia, + seems unlikely. Viera does not speak
of such a capture, but as he writes only of the Canaries,
he may have omitted any reference to it, as not being
within his subject-matter. Herrera, the most reliable
authority, is also silent about the matter, which in an
author otherwise so minute and careful, is significant.
Peter Martyr, too, so very communicative on all such
matters, says nothing about the capture and hanging of
French pirates.  The only authors who mention such a
capture, and who name Florinus as the captain of the
pirates; are the ¢nes above mentioned.

The first of these, Bernal Diaz, says that the pirates
were taken to Seville, and that Florinus, with other pirate
captains, was forwarded to Madrid, but that the king sent
an order to hang them on the spot, and Diaz adds that

* See note, Martyr t See notes, Bernal Diaz and De Bareia
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the hanging took place in the Puerto del Pico.  This port
is on one of the Azores of the same name, and opposite
Fayal, where criminals had from a very old date been
hung, and until quite recently was still the scene of such
exccutions.  Bernal Diaz did not, perhaps, know that
Pico was a small mountain village on the road to Madrid,
and naturally made the above mistake.  He, however,
wis in Mexico at the time, and his authority, in regard to
the identification of Florinus with the person hung as
leader of the pirates, is not of great weight.

The only other authority for the same facts is Gonzales
de Bareia, who, writing in 1723 in his Kusayo de Florida,
under the year 15624, says that four Biscayan vessels took
Florinus and earried him to Seville; with his companions.
He adds that they were sent, or were about to be sent, to
Madrid, but that to satisfy an influential and angry clamor
he was hung in the Puerto del Pico, together with the
other pirate captains.  Barcia, who seems to have copied
Bernal Diaz and made his confusfon still worse, seems to
have made another mistake, for it is improbable that the
corsair chiefs; once in Seville, should have been sent to
the Azores for execution.

The late Buckingham Smith assured us that he had
been to the village of Pico, and that he had seen and
copied the order for the execution.  Unluckily, as he
stated, the order; signed by the King, was given at Lerma,
where the court then was, but bore no date.  These docu
ments of Mr. Smith, which are soon to be published, and
to which, on that account, access has been denied g,
would prove that some pirates were exeeuted at Pico,
while the king was at Lerma; but the name Florinus,

even if it appears in the judge’s order, would not prove

that the carcer of the eorsair ended here.
Notwithstanding such evidence, we hazard the conjec
ture that the indignant Spaniards did not get hold of the
right man, but that either they assumed they had him (for
it seems that the commander in question had never been
1
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seen by the Spaniards), or that the chief so mentioned
was a delegate or lieutenant, perhaps a relative, of our
hero, commanding his vessels while he was on his explor
ing voyage or attending the king.  This is not an improb
able explanation of what appear to be contradictory
statements; for we have very strong and positive testi
mony that our navigator was alive after the year 1524
Upon comparing the accounts left us by these two
authors; it is almost certain that the last copied the first
in most of the particulars relating to Juan Florin; and if
so, the reported death of the corsair at the hands of the
Spaniards must be taken as founded on hearsay only.
We learn from Peter Martyr that the French corsairs
were actively and successfully eruising for Spanish prizes
in 1525,* but he does not again name Florinus as one of
their commanders. A French doecument of 1526 7, to be
spoken of presently, would seem to show that Verrazano
was still disposed to pick up a prize; if possible, and
perhaps he did so, but this is merely conjecture.  Let

us however proceed to that part of his career which more

nearly concerns us, namely his voyage to the American
coast in 1524,

VERRAZANO'S VOYAGE TO AMERICA.

We shall now speak of our navigator in his character
of explorer, though he is only known as such by a letter
addressed to Francis the First, just after his return from
a voyage across the western sea.  That other papers con
cerning this voyage were written, we know from the state
ment of Verrazano himself, and from Ramusiuns, but
these papers are not now to be found. The letter to
King Francis, dated at Dieppe, July 8th, 1524, proposes
to give an outline only of his doings as an explorer. By
a singular chance, this letter or a copy of it, found its
way to ]"l()l‘vll«‘v,*Thv home of its author, and the diligent

*See notes, Martyr, Dec. VIII, Cap IX
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Ramusio, or as he Latinized his name, Ramusius or
Rhamnusius, secured it for the third volume of his col-
lection of voyages and travels (published in 1566), and
prefaced it with a eulogy of the navigator. Without
omitting anything of importance, Ramusius; as it will be
seen, has amended the style of the original letter.

Were it not for this narrative, thus saved from oblivion
by the Italian geographer, the name of Verrazano would

have been an enigma to after ages ; for the meagre notices
of him elsewhere found, would have afforded little to
eratify curiosity. For three hundred years this letter
was the only document attesting the fact of his voyage,
and it seemed hopeless to expect that any chart, authen
ticating it,though such an one had been seen by the English

geographer, Hakluyt, in 1582, should have been preserved
to our times.

The letter of the Florentine, as it first appeared in 1556,
unaccompanied by any confirmatory document, might
well appear to be of doubtful authenticity. Such a letter
might easily have been composed, either from oral or
written information, by a clever writer familiar with the
general results of the voyage of Estevan Gomez, in 1525,
and it would of course be antedated, in order to establish
a French claim to the hitherto unknown coast, from lat.
30° to 45° N, one thousand geographical miles in extent ;
from Florida to Bacalaos. No doubts of this kind, how-
ever, appear to have been raised, perhaps because Verra
zano and his voyage were too well known at the time, to
permit such doubts to be entertained.  The exploration
is confidently speken of by Pierre Crignon, in 1539,* as
having been made fifteen years before this date. Ramu
sius publishes Crignon’s Memoir in 1556, in the same
volume which contains the Florentine's letter and no
doubt was ever raised against the voyage until recently.
A map similar to the one described below, seems to have

¥ See notes, Fstancelin t See notes, Rammnsius
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been generally known to geographers about 1530, for the
great western sea; which is depieted on the map found in
Rome, appears on charts after that date, and the name
New France was given to our coasts, by all except Span
i1sh geographers,® even before Cartier’s voyage of 1534,
and before the third volume of Ramusins was published.

Verrazano was probably familiar with all previous
explorations of the New World, including the recent
return of Magellan’s last vessel, and had learned also
that the only unexplored gap in the line of the new con
tinent was comprised within certain limits) say from lati
tude 347 to 45° North.  The avowed object of his voyage
was, therefore, the discovery of a strait or passage within
these parallels, to Cathay and the Spice Islands, shorter
than the one discovered by Magellan in the far south.

Finding the New World as a great barrier to the
approach of the rich East, and realising after the dis
covery in 1513 by Vasco Nuiiez de Balboa of the South
Sea, near Panama, and the long voyage across it by
Macellan in 15621, that Asia was not connected with
Awmerica, within the lropics; the Spaniards had almost
abandoned the search for 2 nearer passage by sea to the
Moluceas; Cipango and Cathay. Just at this time, Verra-
zano made his adventurons voyage, unsuecessful as to its
primary object, but most interesting to Americans, as the
first account of our coast by a European.

A close and eritical analysis 6f this letter has not
yet been made. The late Buekingham Smith doubted its
authenticity, and sought to prove, from the letter itself,
as also by contemporancous evidence recently brought to
licht, that it was fictitions, and was probably composed
by some Italian, anxious to heap laurels on the brows of
his countrymen. Mr. Smith’s “Inquiry’™ of 1864, is

ingenious but not exhaustive.t ‘\'Ir‘"n'tl.\' after its appear-

* See Munster’s Prolemy of 1530, and other maps given by Kohl; Maine
Hist. Soc., PL XITTI-X\ Also notes, Maps after Verrazano
{ See notes, B. Smith
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ance, he learned that a map by Jerome Verrazano
wis l»l'q-.\:'l'\o‘tl in Rome.  In 1866, he !»ll'ili\h"ll some
remarks on M. Thomassy’s account of it, still doubting
whether it would serve to prove the cenuinensss of the
letter. His idea of the original map seems to have been
that it was on a very small scale; for he translates the

modern label  *carta  pecora™ (parchment map) as

Ssmall map.”  He endeavored, but in vain, td” phecure
a copy of it, though, had he been successful, his opinions
would have been materially altered.

Dr. J. G. Kohl, the most able comparative geographer
of our day, has also examined the letter,® and finds no
reason to reject it He examines the narrative closely,
presenting his views concerning the exploration, which
are entitled to great consideration, although he had also
been unable to procure a copy of the chart now before us
to compare with the letter.

If the letter of 1524 had been fictitious, and had been
written with the intention of supporting a prior claim by
the Freneh monareh, it would have been heralded forth
and creat efforts would have been made to circulate it as
widely as the despatehes of Cortes, which appeared about
that time.  Documents giving the instructions or patent
to the explorer would have accompaaied this manifesta
tion, and a map would have been given or spoken of as a
proof of the actual exploration. It may be urged that
the disasters which overtook Franee, and the capture of
the King. prevented this publication, but these being past,
no attempt was made to wrest from the Spaniamls the
claim acquired by the voyage of Gomez.  The main
objeet of the voyage, besides the discovery of a strait or
passage to the Indies; was, no doubt, the further hope of
finding another Mexico to conquer and plander.

|)i>:|p|milll<‘(l at the poor results of the voyage, the
French gave it no further thought, and similar indiffer

*Op.at, p 248-70 and p. 290, note
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ence attended the Spanish voyage of Gomez. These
explorers brought home no gold, and reported bat little
that was inviting to Europeans.  The notion that the pre
cious metals were only to be sought for under the tropies
was deeply rooted in the minds of men of that day, and
the failure of the Cabots and Cortereals to discover rich
countries in the north caused these early explorations to
be negleceted.

The learned and painstaking Italian editor, in his pre
fatory remarks to the letter, * expresses most distinctly
his belief in the person and exploit of Verrazano, saying
that he had received from many persons who knew him,
the views entertained by the explorer respecting further
voyages to be made to these coasts for settlement and
discovery. Ramusius also had seen or heard of other
letters, which he says were then lost, apparently stating
it as a fact known to others besides himself.  Pierre Crig-
non, writing in 1539, speaks of the voyage as having been
made fifteen years before;, without having, apparently,
any knowledge of the letter to the king, first printed in
1556.

Hakluyt is another witness to the truth of the voyage,
though of a much later date; but his staiement is very
explicit, and confirms the fact that Verrazano had pre
pared a map, which he had seen.  In another memoir of
Hakluyt, which is about to be published by the Maine
Historical Society, this map is again spoken of.+

The existence of Verrazano, and of a map prepared by
himself or by his direction, is thus put beyond doubt,
and it will hardly be necessary to refute the arcuments
of the late Buckingham Smith in greater detail. $

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who was a diligent collector of
charts in support of his views respecting a north-west
passage, makes, however, no mention of Verrazano’s map

* See notes, Roamusinus t See notes, Hakluyt.

1 See notes, B. Smith.
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cither in his discourse or map of 1566, although he speaks

of the voyage as an accomplished fact.

This map, prepared; most probably, by Juan himself]
(for his brother or relative Jerome is nowhere named by
Hakluyt), was, no doubt, a duplicate of the one which he
must have sent to the French monarch. It is nowhere
stated that Juan was in England, and the story told by
Hakluyt of his having made offers of discovering new
lands to Henry the Eighth, has; so far, not a document to
support it, though such an one may yet be found.

Who this* Hicronimus di Verrazano, desiener of the
map now before us; could be; is uncertain.  He is not
mentioned anywhere; unless the allusion to Giovanni's
brother, in Caro’s letter, may have reference to him.
Researches made in the proper quarter may explain his
connection with the navigator. Possibly, he had accom
panied his relative on the exploring voyage.  He must
have been an experienced cartographer, for his work is
quite equal to anything of the kind at that date, and
duplicates of it may yet be found.

We shall not attempt to criticise this newly revealed
Mapamundi in detail.  Any study of its general construe
tion, and of its merits, would carry us too far away from
the main point of interest to us, namely, its representation
of our coasts as explored by Juan, in 1524, being the
carliest authentie representation of them hitherto found.

The letter in l|ll~‘.\linll is given in the Collections of the
New York Historical Society, Vol. I, New Series, 1841,
with a translation of it, prepared by the late J. G. Cogs
welll This translation was made from a manuseript copy
which had been procured by Mr. G. \W. Greene, in 1837,
in Florence.  Tiraboschi, in his History of Italian Litera
ture, Vol. VII, page 261, had mentioned this text, and
also a cosmographical treatise by Verrazano, as preserved
in the Strozzi library in Florence. The Hon. George
Bancroft drew attention to this notice in his History of
the United States, Vol. I, page 20.
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Mr. Greene, then Ul S, Consul in Tuscany, found the

MS. in the Magliabeechian library, which shared with
the Laurentian, the old Strozzi collection, the formes:
library receiving all the historical documents.  The MS.
is contained in a volume of miscellanies; marked class
NI Cod. 89, Verraz. The letter and the :l]»lwllili.\, Mr
Greene says, are “twritten in the common running hand
of the sixteenth century, tolerably distinet, but badly
pointed,” and the rest of the volume, containing misceék
lancous pieces; chiefly relating to contemporary history,
is evidently the work of the same hand.
. The text; however, although the same in substance,
Wasfound in point of style to be quite different from that
civen by Ramusius, who appears to have * worked the
whole piece over anew,” correcting and improving the
sailor's rough language. The manuseript was full of
Latinisms and barbarous forms intermixed with pure Tus-
can. The appendix, not given by Ramusius, ** does not
appear to be free from errors, some of which may be
ascribed to the cop)y ist.”’

It is no{ kniown whether the letter was first written in
French nr\'lg:lli:m. The subscription isa Latinized name,
but it could’ irdly have been written in Latin. Nor is

the original Ynentioned anywhere by any immediate
1

cotemporary Hut the one to whom its preservation is due.
This letter is tn“n\\NL in the Strozzi volume, li_\ the let
terof ay nun:" Florentine, Fernando Carli, addressed from
Lyons to his father in Florence, portions of which we
give in the appendix.

Carli was in Lyons when the letter reached the King,
and it seems to have been circulated and talked about.
Carli, who appears to have had a taste for the sea, and
who had before given accounts of the doings of a fleet
fitted out to pursue Moorish pirates; saw the letter, and
writes August 4th, 15214, to his father, about Verrazano's
voyage, which ho knew would interest the Florentines as
compatriots of the explorer. He says that he has added
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a copy of Verrazano's letter to his own, and Mr. Greene
thinks that these were circulated and copied in Flor
ence ; the Strozzi manuscript being probaBly one of these
Coples.

Carli’s letter, however, was not published until 1853,
when it appeared in the Arckivo Storico Haliano, ete.
Tome IX, Firenze. Mr. Buckingham Smith had it trans
lated for his paper, read before the New York Historical
Society, October 4, 1864, in the printed copy of which
both texts of it are given.  Mr. Smith treats this letter as

a fiction, simply because it does nof allude to any other
event besides this voyage, which fact we consider to be
the best proof of its genuineness.  In fact Carli says that
he has written about other news before.

As a confirmation of Verrazano's letter, we give Mr.
Smith’s version of Carli’s letter, slightly corrected, im
the appendix. It will be noticed that a distinet allusion
is made to the cosmographical portion of Verrazno's
letter. The mention of a disastrous beginning of the
voyage, is owing to his confounding the first attempt
with the second one. Near the close, he gives a elue to
the fate of one of the two vessels, which from Verra
zano's letter, might be supposed to have beem lost.
Ramusius found them in Florence, and copied the Verra-
zano letter only, omitting the cosmographical appendix
and Carlr’'s letter.

Mr. Greene, in his article on Verrazano, which appeared
in the October number of the North Awmeriean Reriew,
and in his Historical Studies, which we have freely wsed
in this memoir, mentions the researches made by himself
elsewhere in Florence, in order to glean some faets con
cerning Verrazano, but that none were found. An
examination of the family library, left by the last of the
race, then recently deceased, had been made by an Italian
bibliographer, who stated that he had found nothing
about Giovanni, except ‘“‘a manuscript bound up in the

family copy of Ramusius, and a few loose papers. These

2
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last added nothing to what was already known.  The
former was purchased by Capt. Napier, R. N and is
now in England.””  Mr. Greene presumes that the MS_ in
in the bound volume, was the cosmographical appendix,
or perhaps a copy of the same text as the one i the
Magliabeechian library.  He expresses a wish that Capt.
Napier would publish it; if it should prove to contain
anything not hitherto printed.  As this has not been
doney it is to be supposed that the surmise of Mr. Greene

was correct.

Let us first take up the heading of the letter, which we
translate, civine also the original texts of it, both from
Ramusius, and as published by Mr. Greene, in a note to
his paper above quoted.®*  The text as given in the New
York Historical Society Collections, varies slightly from
it. Paraphrasing it afterwards, @ecording to our sense
of its meaning, i%, perhaps, the readiest way of eriticis
ing it. v

“The Capt. Giovanni da Verrazano, Florentine from Nor-
mandy to the most serene crown of Franee, says:

“ After the luek met with on the Northern coasts, most serene
Lord, I did not write to your most serene and most Chnistian
Majesty, about that which had been accomplished by the four
ships; which it had ordered on the ocean to discover new lands,
thinking that it would have been Kept informed of all] how by

the impetuous foree of the winds we were constrained, with only

the ships Normanda and Dalfina damaged; to run back to Bt

tany, where refitted; your sacred Majesty must have received
the report of what we did with this fleet of war along the coasts
of Spain, afterwards the new plan to pursue the first navigation
with the Dalfina only, from which being returned; T will give an

account to your sacred Majesty of what we have found.”

Verrazano was not a ready penman and had neglected
making any direct report to the King before this one, an

* See note, Heading of Letie
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omission, or neglect which he seeks to excuse or palliate

in the above awkward manner. \We now offer a para-

phrase of this heading, as explained by what we have
gathered together in the earlier part of this paper.

We made a first attempt at discovery (no date given,
but probably 1522) with four ships, but were driven back
by storms. The two ships Normande and Dauphine, ran
Muck to Brittany (probably to Brest) damaged, where we
“r(vliltwl. (He does not speak of the fate of the two
lothers, but as Carli states that a certain Brunelleschi

“turned back at the first .untoward obstacle they encoun-

tered, it is probable that both came back safely.) T did
not write about the ill-success of this voyage, knowing
that you had been otherwise informed about it. After
refitting and gathering a fleet of armed vessels, we cruised
in Spanish waters and made prizes, as you well know.
(He refers no doubt to his capture in May, 1523, of one
of the treasure-ships of Cortes.) 1 then determined to
sail from the Desiertas direct, with the Dauphine alone,
(this was in the spring of 1524), and have now just
returned from this voyage, &e.

Verrazano, as we have seen, was generally in the
Spanish waters from May to November in the three con-
secutive years 1521, 1522 and 1523. As we have shown
in the first part of this paper, he captured a vessel with
a large amount of gold early in the year 1521. In 1522
he cruised near the Canaries, according to Viera, and was
driven thence toward the Azores; and brought home no
prizes.  Perhaps, after taking some months to refit, he
sailed on his first exploring voyage late in one of these
years, which would account for his ill-success and return
in distress early in 1523.  We know that in May or June,
1523, he captured the best of the three treasure-vessels
sent out by Cortes in that year. He then may have sent
his prize, with other vessels home, and sailed January
17th, 1524, on his voyage to our coasts, the account of
which is contained in the letter. It is hardly possible, as
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sugeested by Dr. Kohl, that he could have made the first
voyage in the autumn of 1523, and made another just
after it, in 1524.

We now give translated extracts of the most important
passages of the letter, omitting the long accounts of the
natives and selecting  those which bear directly on the
exploration of the coast. In doing this we have found
it necessary to make a new translation, which is more
literal than the one given in 1841, and which we believe

to be a more strictly accurate rendering of the original.

VERRAZANO'S EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAN COAST.
1. From the Desiertas rocks, near the Island of Madeira
of his serene Majesty the King of Portugal, with the said
Dauphine, on the 17th of the last month of Janunary, with
fifty men, furnished with vietuals, arms and other warlike
instruments, and naval ammunition, for eight months,
we started, sailing westward with an easterly wind, blow
ing with gentle and moderate lightness.

1. 1524 was Bissextile.

The true date was January 27th, new style.

The Dexiertas are in latitude 32 dewe 30 ming, lone. 16 deo. 30
min., thirteen miles K. S, E. from Madeir.

Appears to have sailed for over three weeks with the north

‘ spade-winds,

INIn twenty-five [ 277 | days we ran 800 leagues, and on

\
the 1§th of February we encountered a tempest as severe

as any one that sails ever experienced, from which, with
divind aid and goodness, and to the praise of the glorious
name (of the ship ¢), which, fortunately, was able to stand
the violent billows of the sea; we were delivered, and
resumed our navigation, continuing towards the west,
inclining somewhat to the north, and in twenty-five [ 21 ¢
days more we ran 400 leagues, when there appeared a
new land never seen by ancient or modern.
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2. He changed his course to W. N. W. in about long. 55 deg.
W, and must have passed well north of the Bermudas* which
appear to have heen unknown to him, although they were known
to the Spaniards long before, for they appear on the map in Peter
Mlartyr’s worksin 1511, e well knew the extent of the Spanish
and Freneh explorations) and is confirmed in his statement by
Herrera, who says that no Spanish vessel had heen along this coast

hefore the Voyagre of Gomez, in 1525,

3. It showed itself somewhat low at first, but on
approaching it, within a quarter of a league, we knew by
the great fires which they were making on the coast that
it was inhabited.  We examined ity runnijig to the south,
secking to find some port in it where we could anchor the

ship to investigate its nature.
!
3. Drifted northwardly by the Gulf Stream, of which he seems

also to have been ienorant, his course must have been almost N.
W. after the storm, and he could not possibly, as he claims; have
made land in latitude 34 deg., but must have struck it about 39
dee. 30 ming off Little Eooharbor heach.

He sichted land about March 6th, O. S, The fires were made
by the Indians, who then flocked to the shore in the spring, to
feast on shell-fish and manufacture shell money.  His most south-
erly point after this vas in 39 deg. 5 ming for if he had made
his landfall in a lower latitude he would have seen and placed on
his chart the great gulfs, known as Delaware and Chesapeake
bays.  Of these there is no trace on the map.

His most southerly point must have beeng therefore, in 39 deg.
05 min., a few miles north of Cape May. Ie says nothing about
the great inland or western sea depicted on his map, separated
by a narrow isthmus from the Atlantic, and near which is the
inscription given clsewhere,

He may have learned from the Indians that there was a great
sea to the west (the Delaware), or his sailors may have sighted

what they took to be such from the mastheads.

4. For the space of fifty leagues we could not find a

suitable port of any kind where we could safely stay, and

* See note, Eramination of the Voyage
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secing that the land continued ascending (scendeva)
towards the south, we determined to turn and examine it
towards the north, where we found the same [difficulty |
in landing on the coast.  Ordering a boat to land, we saw
a number of ]w(»]»l-'. who came to the shore of the sea,
and who fled as we approached, sometimes stopping and
turning around, gazing with much admiration ; but reas
suring them with various signs, some of them came near,
showing great pleasure on looking at the wonders of our
dress and figure and white complexions, making divers
signals (to show) where the boat could most eagily land,
and offering us their food. We could not learn many
details concerning their customs on account of the short
stay which we made on shore, and the distance (of the
ship) from the shore.

We found, not far from these, other people whose mode
of life we thought to be the same, and the shore was
covered with fine sand fifteen feet high, extending in the
shape of small hills some fifty paces broad.

4. The description of the coast applies very exactly to the

shores of New Jersey. Hudson, in 1609, describes it in almost
the same terms, and saw so many fires; even in September; that
he ealled one of the inlets Barnende gat, now Barnegat.

His vivid and flattering description of the country and of its
forests 1s l'\Jl‘_",_'l"'Il'l"l. in order to 'lt'i;'llll‘ll the value of his dis
covery. DBut few trees in leaf could have been observed as early
as March: The earliest flowering tree is the «lw_‘_'\\nml or Cornus

Slorida, which opens about May 10th.

5. Then ascending we found some arms of the sea which
entered through some inlets washing the shore on one and
the other side, as the coasts run. (Poi ascendendo si
lrovana alcuni bracci di mare che enlrano per alcune
Jocirigando il lita dall una all altra parte come corre il
lito de quello. [This should, perhaps, read ‘‘channelling
the beach from side to side as the coast runs.” | \When
near by, the land shows itself broad, and so high that it
rises above the sandy coast, with fine landscapes and a
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country full of very great forests, partly open and partly
dense; dressed in various colored trees of as great a size
and agreeable appearance as it is possible to express.

5. This is the <»||l) 1[“~<'|i]nliu|| in the letter that we believe can
be :||'|x|i||l to the harbor of New York. e |»I‘4r||:l"|_\ anchored
outside of Sandy Hook or in the outer harbor, and saw Shrews
bury river, the Kills;, and the Narrows, observed the har and
rapid tides, thus satisfying himselfy withont penetrating to the
inner hay, that there was no strait here leading to the South sea,
The CxXre ssion ¢ \\:n\||il|:‘ the shores on bhoth sides as the coasts
run” would apply to several parts of these coasts; hut taken in
connection with the “seeeral arms of the sea™ it applics especially
to the two long sandy spits known as Sandy Hook and Coney
Island, which form the entrance of New York harbor,

ITis mention of land risine inland makes it almost-certain that
he was in New York harbor.  No such feature is seen south of it.,
e would have in view from his anchorage; Long Island, rising to
about 100 feet, Staten Island to 307, and the Navesink Highlands

232 feet, these last heing close to the shore.

6. It [the land| has many lakes and ponds of living
water, with numerous kinds of birds adapted to all the
pleasures of the chase. This land is in 34° the air
wholesome, pure, and tempered as to cold and heat.
The winds do not blow fiercely in these regions, and those
which prevail most are north-west and west.

During the summer season in which we were there, the

sky is clear, with little rain; and when sometimes ghe
southern winds bring in suddenly some fog or mists, they

do not last, and are dispersed, it becoming pure and clear.
The sea is gentle and not boisterous, its waves being
gentle.  Although all the coast is low and devoid of ports,
it is not dangerous to navigators, being all elear and with
out any rock. The depth, as near as four or five paces
from the shore, at higch or low water, is twenty feet,
increasing with such uniform proportion to the depths of
the sea, with such good holding ground, that any ship,
however tossed by a tempest in those parts, cannot perish,
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provided the cable does not break, and this we have
proved by experience. This we positively tested, for in
the beginning of March, the winds blowing with great
force, as in other regions, we were riding with the ship on
the open sea, and found that the anchor must break before
it would drag or make any movement.

6. This paragraph in the letter, including a part not here
given, forms a resumé of all that he had observed up to this time,
with general remarks that apply to the whole of our coast,

Notices the prevalent north-west wibds, a peculiar feature
in our climate.  Also the absence of fogs, the absence of all out
Iving rocks; and the good anchorage along the coast, with the
shelving bottom.  He exaggerates, however, the boldness of the
coast, as forty or fifty paces would be the nearest distance for
such a depth as he notes. This may be due to an error of the
copyist. He could hardly have invented the combination of all
these features, so different from any part of the European shores.

Comparing the narrative with the chart, it will be seen that
there is an indentation of the coast which is, no doubt, meant to
indicate New York ]l:ll'lmr, for the trend of the coast here
changes

, a8 represented on the map and described in the letter.

7. We started from this place, continuing to run along
the coast, which we found turning to the west [ ecast |,
observing along the whole of it great fires from the num
ber of its inhabitants. = Approaching the shore to get
water, there being no port, we ordered the boat on shore
with twenty-five men [ a large boat?].  On account of the
very heavy surf beating on the shore, which was quite
exposed, it was not possible, without peril of losing the
boat, for any one to put foot on shore. \We saw many)
people coming to the shore making various friendly signs,
pointing out where we might land.

7. Leaving New York harbor, he finds the coast running west
(evidently a mistake for east); and runs down the south shore of
Long Island.  There are but three or four practicable inlets along
this coast, and they are not readily discovered when a few miles

al sea.




EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAN C0AST. 41

Long Island, and particularly Rockaway bay, was a great
resort. for the purpose of manufacturing waspum ov seairan,
the money currency of the natives.  Numerous shell beds
line the shores of thie bay where the manufacture was carried
oi. The incident related here probably happened on Rock
away beachy where the land meets the narrow and barren outer
sand-bar, which for over seventy miles separates the ocean from
the bay or lagoons behind it. It must have happened at some

point where there is no outer beach.

8. Leaving here; and always following the shore, which
turned towards the north (meaning somewhat to the north),
we came, in the space-of fifty leagues; to another land
which seemed very beautiful, and full of the largest for
ests.  Landing on it, twenty men went about two leagues
into the land, and found that the people, from fear, had
fled into the woods. We saw many of their boats, made .
from a single log twenty feet long and four feet wide,
which are manufactured without [ the help of | iron or
stone, or any kird of metal, for in the space of the whole
200 leagues which we had coasted of this land, no stone

of any kind was seen by us. By the aid of the fourth

element they take out enough wood to serve for the hollow
of the boat, and do the same for the bow and stern, so
that in navigating it may cut the water.

The land, as to site, richness and beanty is like the
other, full of forests of various kinds of woods, but not
so odoriferous, from being more northerly and colder.

8. The south coast of Longe Island has a general trend to the
E. N. E., and there is but one conspicaous inlet (Fire Island inlet)
along its whole extent of 115 '_'4-n;'|'.||v'|it‘:\| miles.  The first third
of the island lies nearly east and west, the rest turninge to about
E. N. E. by N.  Thus his course, first east and then north, may
be understood as applying to Long Island. By the expression
“stretehed to the north,” he means that the land was to the north
of him. He appears to have landed again near Quogue or Bridge-
hampton. His remark that this is another land, distinguishes

Long Island from New Jersey distinetly

6
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9. After remaining in this land three days, riding on

the coast, from the paucity of harbors, ‘we resolved to
depart, running always along the coast, between north

and east, and only sailing |by day | and dropping anchor

at night.

9. The navigator certainly repeats himself here, that i< w ritinge
carelessly or hurriedly, and having made dioressions, he means
that after leaving cither New York harbor or the Rockaway

shore he satled rather more to the N. E.

10. At the end of a hundred leagues; we found a very
pleasant site placed among some small rising hills, in the
midst of which there ran towards the sea a very large
river, which was deep at its mouth, and from the sea to
the hills there, on the flood tide, which we found eight
feet [rise], there might have passed ships of any burthen.
Being, however, anchored on the «coast in a good berth,
we did not wish to venture in without a knowlege of the
entrance. We proceeded with a boat to enter the river
and land, which we found very populous; and the people
much like the others, dressed with birds™ feathers of divers
colors. They came towards us joyfully, emitting very
great shouts of admiration, showing us where, with the
boat, it was safest to land. We ascended the said river
into the land about half a league, where we saw a fine
lake about three leagues in circuit, through which there
were passing from shore to shore about thirty of their
boats, with numbers of In-ulblw who were crossine over to
see us. In a moment, as often happens in navigating, a
violent contrary wind from the sea blowing up, we were
forced to return to the ship, leaving the said land with
much regret, considering that from its convenience and
pleasant aspect it could not but have some valuable
quality, as all-the hills there showed minerals.

10. l’;\x\'ing around Montauk |mi|ll, the l':l\’h'l'l) extremity of
Long Island, he would find a great contrast awaitine him, for

whereas he had hitherto sailed along a sandy coast without rocks,
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and, excepting New York, with only low hills in the distance, he

now would find in front of him the rocky coast of Conneeticut,
and the outlying rocky islets known as Gull or Fisher's islands,
while in the distance, on thesright, he saw Bloek island, the only
really detached island along our coast; from the Bahamas, near
Florida, in latitude 26 dee. 30 min., to this island, in lat. 41, dee
10 min.  Some have considered that either Nantueket or Martha's
\'iln-.\:llnl were here deseribed;, but there ean be no doubt that
these islands were not noticed by him as insular.

The “pleasant sitnation among steep hills) ete ™ is prohably
the mouth of the Thames; which he reached; passing through the
race between Fisher’s and Gull aslands. The tidal  current
through the race was observed by him and is alluded to here.
The vessel was anchored in the roadstead behind  Fisher's
island, fearing to enter; and a strong southerly gale might we |
have induced his boat to return to the ship.

The distinet indication on the map of a large inlet, resembling
Long Island sound; was put down while here.  He may have
4'\||lul‘~'1| it \ll”ii"ln'llll_\ to be satisfied that it was not a strait such
as he was searching to discover.

11. Weighing anchor, we sailed eastward, as the land
turned that way, running eighty leagues. lamusius

says fifty.] Wesaw, always in sight of it* (semyre a rista

di quella discoprimmo), an island of triangular form,
distant ten leagues from the continent, in size like to the
island of Rhodes, full of hills, covered with trees and
thickly inhabited, | judging | from the series of fires
which we saw them making all along the shore. We
baptized it with the name of your illustrions mother
[ Louisa].

11. The fifty or cighty leagues is an overestimate, and the
island he saw; and which was certainly Block island, must have
been noticed before. It has no harbor, and the shores are gravel
and sand cliffs; the interior being hilly, and at that time covered

with trees; which may have made it appear higher.

* The punctuation may alter the sense here so as to read, “ reaning cighty
leagues, always in sight of it.” i.e., the land; the island being discoverad after

wards
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12. Not coming to anchor there on account of the con-
trary weather, we came to another land, distant fifteen
leagues from the island.  We found a very fine port, into
the mouth of which we entered.  We saw about twenty
boats with people, who came with various eries and
wonder around the ship, not approaching nearer than
fifty paces, stopping to consider our build, our looks,
and dress.  Then they altogether sent up a loud shout,
signifying pleasure.  Reassuring them somewhat, and
imitating their gestures; they came so near that we threw
to them some belis and mirrors and many trinkets, which
they took laughing, and carefully looking around the
ship. * * *  We struck up a great friendship with them,
and the day after, we entered the port with the ship, we
havinge been anchored a league out at sea on account of a

contrary wind. * They came with a number of their
boats to the ship, their faces painted and daubed with
various colors, showing real signs of pleasure; bringing
us some of their provisions, making signs where we should

anchor in the port for the safety of the ship, keeping with

us until we had dropped anchor, in which we stayed

fifteen days, refreshing ourselves in many ways. *

They would rest on an island a quarter of a league from
us. * ¥ *  We, several times;, went inland five or six
leagues, finding it as pleasant as is possible to be
deseribed ; all kinds of cultivation going on, corn, wine,
and oil.  There are spaces of twenty-five or thirty leagues
of bare; open country, and devoid of any impediment of
trees, of such fertility that any kind of seed in it would
yield its utmost.

12. He entered Narragansett bay only fourfeen miles from
Block island, and at first he seems to have anchored at its mouth,
but afterwards between Goat island and the present town of
Newport. Throughout the letter we have refrained from eriti
cising the notices of the natives, confining our remarks to geog

I‘:l'»hir:\l Iminl\ |~||l_\‘ but it would be imlm“il.l.» to deseribe the
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inhabitants of these shores with such aceidental |»l‘n'4'i\iul|, were
the letter a mere fiction, .

Dr. Miller, in the New York IHist. Coll; Vol I, applied this
deseription of Narragansett bay to, the harbor of New York.
Dr. Coeswell, in the New Series, Vol 1, of the same, corrected
him, but we think erred in making the deseription of the Thames
adapt itself to New York.

Our opimion, however, of the letter, in a geographical point of
view, is that the navigator penned it in haste; and was mor
myious to please the King, by a favorable report of the coasts
explored; than to deseribe them correcetly. The letter must not
be strictly aceepted as detailing all the courses sailed; and as
desertbing all the harbors visited.

As he was here in April) he could not have found ripe fruit on
the grees; but the Indians; as we know, laid in stores of dried
fruit and nuts for the winter.  The boats made from sinele loes,
called dug-out<; are still made and used by the white people. The
Indians used fire to hollow out their boats, applying the fire to a
tree left standing, from which the bark had been removed a year
beforchand.  The fire could be easier managed on the upright
log, so as to control the process; and make a neat finish. The
broad-bladed  paddle used by the two arms;, without a rest,
deseribes the Indian mode of rowing exactly.

The round Indian lodees, thatched with marsh flacs, were not
peculiar to these tribes. The pulse was the maize or Indian corn;
of which they had several varieties) and as stated] the planting
and the harvesting were preceded by various ceremonial obsery
ANCes,

The most remarkable omission in the deseription of the natives
15 that of the habit of smoking tobacco, which prevailed among

them as far north as Maine.

13. This land is situated on the parallel of Rome, in
413 °, but somewhat colder by accident and not by nature,
as I will relate to your Majesty elsewhere.  Deseribing

now the site of the said place | posto, query porlo,| it

looks towards the south, half a league wide, then enter
ing, it extends to the east and north twelve leagues, where,
widening, it forms a most ample basin, with a circuit of
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twenty leagues; in which are five islets of much fertility,
and pleasant, full of high and spreading trees, among
which islands any number of fleets might remain without
fear of storms or of any other chance obstacles.  Turning
towards the south; at the entrance of the port; there are,
on both sides; gentle hills; with many channels that pour
clear water from the hills into the sea.  In the midst of
the mouth [of the harbor], there is a reef (scolio) of free
stone, of a Kind fitted to build any kind of machine or
fort for its production.

13. The latitude given here is nearly correet, the entrance of
this bay heing in latitude 41 deg. 27 min,, which coupled with
the notice that the harbor looks south, leaves ||:||'~||) a doubt as
to the identification of this position.

He was :l‘r]a', |||'I’l', to observe the latitude at ll'i\\ll‘l', and I‘<'|v1'.ll
edly.  With the instruments then used, the altitudes taken at sea
were not trustworthy, being liable to an error of several degrees;
but with a large wooden quadrant of some four feet radius fitted
with a plumb line, and on which the degrees were an inch long,
it would be possible to read altitudes to within ten minutes. The
rock is evidently meant for Goat island, which is admirably
:h|:l|'|n--| to defend Xt‘\\'i‘il’l harbor. '”li\, it will be -vln\vl‘\n'l,
was the only sheltered port into which he took his ship during

the cruise.  He was here from May first to sixteenth, new style.

14. Having refreshed ourselves at our leisure, we left
the said port on the sixth day of May, following the
shore, never losing sight of the land. We sailed 150
leagues, finding it of the same nature, and a little higher,
with some mountains, which all showed minerals.  We
did not stop there for fear that the favorable weather

micht not last (per la prospe rita del tempo ne sereiea).

Looking at the coast, we thought it was like the last.

14. Leaving Newport, his course was first east-=outh-cast, and
then northerly.  The one hundred and fifty leagues include the
fifty mentioned just after; in faet, the last paragraph is a general
sketeh of the land north of Cape Cod; which he was about to

explore.
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15. The shore ran to the east; in the space of fiff
leacues, holding more to the north, we found a hichland
full of dense woods, the trees in which were pines
cypresses, and such like; which grow in eold regions
The l-‘v]'!" were 1||lil" different from the others, and in
proportion as those before were gentle in behaviour, these
were in | appearance the more barbarows :
so that no matt many signals we made to them. we
could hold no conversation with them.  They were dnessed
in the =Kins of bears, wolves, marine lynx (cereieri marimi,
seals 2, and other animals.

He passed around south of Martha’s Vineyard and Na
msidenineg them as the main land, and must have bes
ions of danger by the tide rips and soundings on N
hoals.  These he indicates on the map as a long <amed spat,
w hich scems to be named Cap Arenosus on the map; and steerime
well clear of Cape Cod, he probably made Cape Ann amd the

rocky coast of Maine.  The change of scenery and of the peoy

16. Twenty-five men went inland, against their | the
natives| will, two or three leagues, and when they returned
to the shore they shot at us with their bows, shouting
loudly. and escaping into the woods.  We found nothing
of any value in the land, except immense forests. with
some hills. They may have some metals, as we saw

many of them with copper (rame) rings in their vars

16. It s uncertain where this landing was made, bat

prebably between Nahant and Cape Ann.

17. We departed, running along the coast between east
and north, which we found more pleasant, open and bare
of woods, with hich mountains back in the land, sloping
towards the shore of the sea. In [the space of | fifiy
leagues, we discovered thirty-two islands, all near to the
continent, small, and of good appearance, following the
outline of the land (alle tenendo la rerzura della terra),
from which were formed the most beautiful ports and
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canals; as they do near Illlyria and Dalmatia, in the
Adriatic sea.  We had no intercourse with the people,
but supposed them to be; in their customs and nature,
like to those we had left.

17. The distant mountains may well have been the White
Mountains in New Hampshire; which, on clear days, are visible
from the sea, and would at this season still be covered with snow.
His remark that there are no mountains near the coast 1s a cor
rect one.

The rocky islets of the coast of Maine, which he so well com-
pares to those on the Ty riah coast, prove that he had really been
ln'l’--, for no map of the time could have \ll'_"_'r\[r'l this feature

18. Sailing between east and north for the space of
150 leagues, and having already consumed all our naval
stores and victuals ; having discovered M2 leagues, that

is 700 more of new land, supplying ourselves with water

and wood, we determined to return to France.

18. In the appendix, he gives his departure from the coast as

in latitude 50 deg.; which would imply that he visited the east

coast of Newfoundland.  This we doubt, as he merely wished to
conneet his own coastwise explorations with the well-known
Terra de Bretones and Terra Nova, and would hanlly extend
his voyage to points frequented by the Portuguese and Spaniands.

His map shows no trace of the Bay of Fundy, and he does
not deseribe any point, towards the close of his coastine, that
can be identified. It is probable that he tumed away in about
latitude 44 deg., being confident, from the easterly trend of the
coast, that he had traced the continental barrier to a point already
visited.  The map shows a large river estuary, which is, perhaps,
the Penobscot, whenee he started homewanls. He mayv have
sighted Cape Sable; but probably missed it by having taken an
E. 8. E. course from the point of his departure.  His estimate
500 leagues of new discovery is nearly correct, if we assume that
he struck the coast in latitude 39 dee. 30 min., and left it in
latitude 44 deg.

His own estimate of the leneth of a degree is 621 Italian miles,
and he coasted, from our estimate below, some 540 geographical

miles.  His expression “500, that is 700 leagues,” is explained in
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the appendix; where he says that he made 300 leagues in latitude

(about five degrees); and 400 in longitude.

He could, as we believe, not have coasted an extent of more
than five degrees of latitude, and about six degrees of longitude.
The dates appear to be as follows; old style:

Janugry 17th, leaves the Desiertas,

March 6th, reaches land.

March 15th, |vl‘n‘u't|_\ reaches New York harbor.

April 215t to May 6th, in Newport harbor.

May 6th to 20th, probably coasting

July sthy arrives at.Dieppe; twenty-eight days voyage.

ITpon an attentive examination of the courses and distances
satled, some of which are given twiee;, we come to about the same

result as his own.

STUES,

1. From landfall, coasts south. . ..

2. Coasts north to New York, say.
Thence east and north to Thames R . . ..
. To New port 1-»\1'n'~lilll:lh' ?7)...
Newport to Cape :
North-ecast. ..

§. The navigator must have meant to use the term miles of 624
to a degree; for he would otherwise quadruple the true distances.
In the case of the thinl course and of part of the fifth, he cer

tainly repeats himself. His estimates must be mere guesses in

round numbers.

A measurement from a U. S. Coast Survey chart of the coast,
dated 1864, oives the following result:

Latitude 39 dee. 05 min. to New York miles.
New York to Montauk point . ..
Thence to Thames and Newport
Newport to Cape Ann
Cape Ann to Penobscot river ..

miles.
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Old navigators were very prone to exageenile the distances
satled.  See instances ||Hn(|n| by Humboldt, Framen l‘,,‘r,./m_
V. 161, who says that the dircetion is more important than the

distance.

Lerrer Axp Map CoMpPARED

With the aid of the map newly discovered, we can
follow Verrazano's track along our shores with some
confidence.

First, the Jersey coast is shown trending too much to
the N. E., but the variation of the compass to the west
ward would cause it to appear so to him.  Then the har
bor of New York shown as a river only. because he
probably did not penetrate far into . Next the Long
[sland coast, correctly shown, inclining more to the east
ward, with the interesting and correctly-indicated feature
of a sound behind it. He passes Fisher's island, which
he seems to have supposed to be connected with Point
Judith, of the mainland, just east of it; which appear on
his map as a promontory, beyond which he places Narra
gansett bay, with his /. Luisa, or Block island, off its
mouth.

The E .S. E. trend of the coast from that point on his
map is due, as observed before, to his having taken
Martha'’s Vineyard and Nantucket as part of the mainland.
The long sand-bar to the east of this is a rough driught of
Nantucket shoals, or Cape Cod, as they presented them-
selves to him.

It will be noticed that the parallels of latitude on the
map are very different from the observations recorded in
the letter. These parallels are all full five degrees too
much to the south of their proper position.  Hieronimus,
who made the map, must have committed this mistake,

and we can offer no explanation to account for the dis

crepancy. On the charts of those times, we do not expect
that the longitude can be more than guessed at. but the
latitude is generally within much narrower limits of error.
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Columbus, also, was very wrong in his data for the
latitude of the island of Cuba, and does not seem to have
ever corrected himself.  Perhaps the latitudes on this
map were made expressly incorrect in order to mislead
the uninitiated, or in order to avoid appearing to encroach
on the Spanish discoveries; which, under Matienzo and
Avllon, had been carried, in 1520, to lat. 34°.  Giovanni
was, no doubt, aware of the fact that the Spaniards had
reached this altitude before his voyage hither, and Hier
onimus in 1529 had, perhaps heard that lat. 37° had been
reached by Ayllon in 1526.

Perhaps the indication of a western sea, separated by
an isthmus from the Atlantic ocean, appearing on maps
after 1529 as War de Verrazano, was an attempt to place
the great Beia de Santa Maria (Chesapeake bay) on his
cnart, thus giving to Nova Gallia the appearance of a land
distinet from the Florida of the Spaniards. This would
account for the absence of all mention of it in Giovanni's
letter of 1524.

For some remarks on the cosmographical portion of the
letter, we must refer to the notes at the end of this paper.

His OcCUPATIONS AFTER THE VOYAGE TO AMERICA.

After the dispatch of the letter to the king, we learn
from Carli that Verrazano was expected at Lyons, where
he may have gone to report in person to the King, but
there is no mention of his appearance there.  Afterwards
we almost lose sight of the adventurous explorer, who
offered to the French monarch a vast province in a tem
perate latitude, on which France might well have concen-
trated her enterprise, and which would have repaid her a
hundred-fold as a colony, and as a school for her maritime
forces. But at that time;, France was nearer annihilation
than during her recent struggle with Germany, and all
thought of colonization beyond the seas was out of the
question. The king was a prisoner in the hands of the
emperor, his army had been dispersed, his treasury
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emptied, and the prospect was sucl that without help
from abroad France would have become a provinee of the
empire.  England, at this juncture, lent her assistance to
her distracted neichbor in her traditional form, a loan
of money.  As Mr. Biddle well suggests,® Verrazano,
finding no response to his offers to make further explora
tions, may have laid before Henry the Eighth his newly
made discovery, for we find Hakluyt, in 1582+ saying
that ““John Verazanus, which had been thrise on that
coasty in an old excellent mappe which he gave to King
Henrie the eight, and is yet in the custodie of master
Locke; doth so lay it out as it is to bee seene in the mappe
annexed to the end of this boke, beeing made according
to Verazanus plat.”  Hakluyt is advocating a renewed
search for a north-west passage to China, and colonization
of the coasts visited by Verrazano. lHis statement that
he had been thrice on that coast is probably taken from
Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s little treatise of 1566, 3 published
in 1576, who only says; Cap. X, “‘Also divers have offered
the like unto the Frenche King, who hath sent two or three
times to have discovered the same;”” meaning the north-
west passage.  Gilbert was; no doubt, familiar with the
work of Ramusius, and names Verarsannus, a Florentine,
several times; though in one case (Cap. 111, §7), the
name of Cartier is intended.  In a paragraph just before
this, he states that * Jacobus Cartier made two voyages
into those partes.” lle does not seem to have been
acquainted with Roberval’s voyage, so that he evidently
meant to include Cartier's voyages of 1534 and 1536 1n his
expression above quoted.

Hakluyt has left another mnotice of the ‘‘ercellent
Mappe,” contained in an unpublished manuseript belong-
ing to Sir Thomas Phillips; and which this gentleman
has Kindly allowed to be copied for the Maine Historieal

* Biddle's Cabot, 1531, p. 276 t Dirvers Voyages, Epist. dedic

3.1 discourse of a Disconcric for a ncw passage to Cataia ; London, 1576,

4th.  This mare tract is given in Hakluyt

1 BRI TR A
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Society.  This manuscript will be published at an carly
date, with notes; but, meanwhile, in the first volume that
was prepared for this society by Dr. Kohl, we find an
extract from it, added to a foot-note at page 291, by the
late Gov. Willis; who edited the volume.  This manuscript,
prepared in 1584 for Sir Walter Raleigh, and covering
over sixty-two large folio pages; makes, in Chap. 17,
§8 10, 11, an interesting reference to ““a mightic large
oide mappe in parchmente; made, as it should seme, by
Verrazanus, now in the custodic of Mr. Michael Locke,’
and also to “an olde excellent globe in the Queene's
privie gallery al Westury w0’ ch also scemelth to be of
Verrazanns makinge.”

It will be observed that in neither of these passages

from Hakluyt is the map positively said to have heen

made by Mohn Verrazanus, but that it was derived from
him, and that it secemed to be of his make.  This careful
absence of \an assertion that it was by John, was, no
doubt, owing to the name * Hicronimus de Verrazano
Saciebal,” appearing onit.  Hakluyt conld not probably
explain this difference of name; and therefore makes a
carefully-guarded statement concerning it.

He deseribes; however, the map now preserved in Rome
in these few words =o exactly that we are led to suppose
that it was the very one that was presented to the English
king about 1529, and still to be seen in the queen's
gallery in 1684.  Sebastian Cabot’s great mapamundi of
1544 was also in this gallery; and we should be rejoiced
to find in some old document a list merely of the maps
that hung there.

That Verrazano may have made a proposal for discovery
to the English King is possible, but there is not a serap of
evidence to prove it, excepting Hakluyt's assertion above
quoted. If he made such an offer, it was not for the sake
of emolument, for he seems to have been provided with
ample funds, as we have just shown, and as might be
expected after the rich captures he had made,
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In 1526, or perhaps later, his name is included as the
commander or pilot of a squadron of three vessels fitting
out, apparently for a mercantile venture, but in reality
for another cruise in Spanish waters.  We find proof of
this in a document discovered and quoted by the indefa-
ticable Mons. Margry, in his Nuvigalions Frangaises,
ele., Paris, 1867, p. 194, and given in a partly abridged
and translated form in the notes to this paper.

This document is an agreement for a voyage to the
Indies for spices; including prospective predatory cap-
tures, which last were, no doubt, the chief incentives to
the enterprise. Nothing is said about discovery, or the
search for a western route to the Molueeas.

The agreement is made between Philipe Chabot,
admiral of France, Preudhomme, the general of Nor-
mandy, several merchants; among whom is the notable
and famous Jean Ango, and ** messire Jehan de Varesam,
principalle pilote.”

This was indeed a partnership of distinguished men ;
two royal officers of high rank, three rich merchants,
and a pilot who is able to venture a sum equal to that of
Jean Ango, the great merchant-prince of Dieppe.  There
can be but little doubt that this pilot was our successful
corsair, who must have reaped a fair share of the prize
taken from the Spaniards. The paper, unluckily, is not
dated, but, as Mons. Margry remarks, it must be posterior
to 1525, as Chabot was not appointed admiral of France
until 1526.*

The enterprise was hardly meant to be a purely com
mercial one, when the character of three of the partners
is taken into account. Commanded and guided by a
successful corsair, who five years before, had captured
most valuable prizes from the Spaniards and Portuguese,

and who, three years before, had taken the spoils of

* His appointment, according to Pére Anselme, Vol IV, p. 571, dates
from the 23d of March, 1525, As the legal vear beean March 25th, he was
really appsinted in 1526
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Mexico when just about to be laid at the emperor’s feet,
it is not likely that he should be contented with a distant
and uncertain trip to the Spice islands. *  This new
venture was, no doubt, to be anofher corsairial one, and
the paragraph of the agreement which alludes to possible
prizes to be taken, and which we give in full; explains the
animus of the undertaking.

Giovanni de Verrazano was therefore alive and prosper-
ous in 1526, That the French were able to fit out vessels
in spite of the national distress; we have sufficient proof.
But a slight impression could have been made on the
towns of the Atlantic coast by the war with the emperor
in Italy. The armies were small) the French Mediter
rancan fleets were fitted out on the southern coasts, and
only the people along the line of march of the armies
could have suffered much.

Whether this voyage was undertaken, and if so, what
happened during the course of it, is unknown. [If the
vessels reached the East Indies, they would have been
absent two years.  Perhaps a careful study of the plam
sphere of 1529, as recording what was then known about
the south-eastern regions of Asia, might throw some light
on the question whether Verrazano was there in person.
A cursory study of it will show that it contains some
discoveries of the Portuguese, then recently made ; but

these may have been copied from charts taken from prizes,

and do not prove anything.

If the execution of our navigator took place in 1527,
and the late Buckingham Smith stated to the president
of our society that he had proofs to that effect, which are
shortly to be published, it is possible that Verrazano was
captured while on this cruise.  His previous success may

* Qee notes, Admiral Chabot [ also Buekingham Smith

} See Transactions of this Society for 1871, p. 82, Also the Rev. B. F
De Costa’s “ Northmen in Maine,” ete 1870, p, 61, note, who states, on
Mr. Smith's information, that the exceution took place at El Pico, in New (

Castile, in October, 1527




56 NoTES ON THE VERRAzZaANO Mar.

have led to the fitting out of the armament above deseribed,
the mention of the East Indies in the agreement having
been inserted in order to conceal the real objects of the
enterprise.

The uncertainty that hangs over his death, both as to
its manner and date;, may be cleared up, but at present
his name disappears from history after the proposed
voyage to the East Indies.

Ramusius, in the preface to the letter of 1524, states
simply that on the last voyage which he made, naming
no time or locality, he was taken by *“lhose people” when
landing with some companions, and was roasted and
eaten in the presence of those who had remained on the
ship. Having just spoken of his voyage to Florida,
Ramusius, no doubt, meant by “ those people,” American
savages, who however, never Killed and eat captives
unless they were prisoners of war. Supposing, however,
that the story came to his ears in that form, whence or
from whom did he derive it ?

Ramusius was in correspondence with Oviedo, the
Spanish historian of the Indies, and may have learned
the story from him, as we shall presently show, though
Oviedo could hardly have told it as having bappened to
Verrazano. Ramusius himself, as we suppose, inserted
the Italian navigator's name as the victim of the butchery.

In order to understand clearly what we are to believe,
it will be well to say that no exploring voyage to the
American coast, between Terra Nova and Florida, is
known to have been made between the years 1524 and 1534,
excepting the Spanish ones of Estevan Gomez, in 1525,
and of Ayllon, in 1526, and one by John Rut, or Root,
sent out in 1527 by Henry the Eighth.  The French, most
certainly, did not undertake one; and the above are the

only ones of which there is any record.

The voyage of Gomez, who explored the coast from
Bacalaos to Cuba, was planned in 1523, but was delayed
until 1525 by his having to attend the Council of Bajadoz,
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and it was then possibly hastened by the report that
the French had undertaken a similar one.  Ayllon's
voyage was made northwards from the West Indies, and
is fully described by Oviedo; but he certainly did not
get further north than Cape Fear, in north lat. 34

The English voyage to which we have alluded was
made in 1527, but very little is known about it. It appears
to have been an attempt to accomplish the discovery of a
north-west passage by some strait north of Newfoundland,
and like all others before and sinee, it failed in its object.
It is not certain at whose instance it was undertaken,
Hakluyt giving Robert Thorne, an English merchant

trading in Sevilleas its projector,® while Biddle hings at

the possibility of its having originated with Verrazano. +
If he sailed for the East Indies about this time, he could
not have been in England to propose such an expedition.
We find, however, that a certain learned Italian, Albert
de Prato, was with the expedition, and it is possible that
he was the active agent who indueced the English monarch
to send it forth. De Prato was a Florentine, perhaps a
friend or agent of Verrazano’s, who may have supplied
him with the arguments to lay before the King in favor of
the enterprise.  Jerome, the author of the map before us,
may have accompanied him to England to forward the
views of his relative, but all this is mere conjecture.

Hakluyt, in 1582, and in his later works, speaks of an
expedition of 1527, about which he could ascertain but
very little. }

Samuel Purchas, in Vol. [T of his ** Pilgrimes.” 1625,
p- 809, has a letter, written from Newfoundland, August
3d, 1627, and some authentic details concerning  this
voyage, made nearly a/century before.  We learn that its
commander was Johd Rut ; that two vessels, the Mary of
Guilford and the $amson, were under his command, and

* See note, Voyage of 1527 { Bidddle, Cubt, p 276
1 See note, Voyage of 1527, and Hakingt, on same

]
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that they sailed from Plymouth June 10th, and attempted

to pass to the north of Newfoundland. The Samson
parted company in a storm, and was not heard of again,
while the Mary, two days afterwards, on the third of July,
met with ice; and, giving up the main purpose of the
voyage, put into St. Johns, Newfoundland. Here Rut
addressed a letter, dated August 3d. to the King, accom
panied by one from Albert de Prato to Cardinal \Wolsey
Purchas, unluckily, does not give this last one, and the
originals of both have disappeared.  Rut declares his
purpose to reach certain islands, to which he has been
ordered, whether the Molueeas or West Indies is uncer
tain.  Purchas says nothing about the return of Rut, but
Hakluyt, in his work of 158), informs us that he had
heard that he reached home in October.

This is all that is positively known about this voyage,
from English sources, but we find in two Spanish authors
a notice of the visit of an English corsair to the \West
Indies in this year, whose commander gave such an
account of his adventures that, as first snggested by Mr.
Biddle in 1831, we must believe the vessel to have been
the Mary of Guilford.*

The story was told by the English commander to a
certain (yinez Navarro, captain of a caravel in the harbor
of San Juan (Portorico), in November, 1527, and it agrees
well with the details recounted in the letter of August 3d,
but has the additional mention of the death of his pilot.
This, he said, had happened between Newfoundland and
Rio Chicorat (Savannah R).  The pilot, a Picdmontese,
had landed to speak to the Indians, who had Killed him.
Iis name is not given, nor is it said that he was roasted
and eaten, together with those who landed with hin.

Mr. Biddle,} with much ingenuity, placing the above

'+
* See note, Oviedo and Herrera on the English reswel of 1527
4 This name was given by Avllon in 1520

tl‘llll“ﬁ" Cabot, Chaps IX, XIV
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facts together, concludes that the Piecdmontese pilot was
Verrazano, thus confirming the account by Ramusius,
and giving its true date. It will be noticed that the name
of Verrazano is nowhere associated with this voyage, and
that Mr, Biddle's conjecture is founded on the fact related
to Navarro that the pilot was a Piedmontese, and that
his fate was somewhat similar to the one recounted by
Ramusius as having happened to our navigator.

From this theory, plausible as it may appear, we must
dissent, for the following reasons: Verrazano was a
person of too much consequence, supposing him to have
been the pilot of the expedition, to have remained without
mention in Rut’s letter.  Neither was his name recorded
in De Prato’s letter, else Purchas would have guoted it
for it was familiar to the author of the ** Pilyrimes,”” and
he would have eagerly published the fact.

Again, had Verrazano been with Capt. John Rut, it is
not probable that he would consent to repeat his explora-
tion of our coast while the north-west passage remained
to be attempted.  This would have converted an enter
prise which had a noble object into a mere trading voyage,
while we know that Verrazano's favorite idea was the
discovery of a short sea-way to the Moluceas.  He had,
to be sure, proposed colonization to the French King, but
Rut seems to have had no such instructions.  As Navarro
relates, he wished to reach the territory of the Grand
Khan, but was easily turned aside from his purpose, and
sourht a market for his wares in the West Indies.

Verrmzano, further, was the very last person to have
consented to a West India voyage only, for his name was
in every Spaniard’s mouth as having captured several of
their treasure-ships, and he would not have deliberately
put his head into the lion’s mouth.

If Rut did lose his pilpt in the manner told by Rut, it

may well have been Albert de Prato who was killed. We
know nothing about this Florentine, but he appears to
have been the companion and associate of Rut, no doubt
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his pilot, as sailing masters were then called, and he was
probably in possession of a chart of the exploration of
1524.  Tenorant of the savage nature of the tribes inhabit
ing the coasts of Maine, who appear to have been made
more hostile by the French fishing vessels; who from an
early day frequented those coasts, he may have been
massacred on attempting to land among them.  Verrazano
knew their nature better, and would not have exposed
himself to such risks.

The stubborn fact, however, remains that Ramusius
shhould himself have aseribed such a fate to Verrazano.

The Italian historian may have, perhaps; learned from
Oviedo, that the Italian pilot of an English vessel was
killed on our coast, and thus supposed the vietim to have

been Verrazano. y

Oviedo, however, in his account of the visit of the
English vessel, as quoted in the appendix, does not say
a word about the death of its pilot, and has it that the
vessel came from Brazil. It is however certain that it
was the same vess<l which is mentioned by Herrera, from
the attendant circumstances being deseribed exactly as
told by Navarro. Oviedo places the visit in the year 1527,
while Herrera erroneously puts itin 1519.*

As aleade or commander of the fort of the city of Santo
Domingo after 1533, which had fired on the Englishman,
he must have gathered many details on the spot, though
s account is less full than Navarro’s report; which was
first published by Herrera in 1601, and which Ramusius,
])l‘nll:llll_\', MEeVer saw.

It might be suggested that the Italian historian was
also a correspondent of the veteran navigator, Sebastian

“Habot, and learned the story from him.  But Cabot was

engaged from 15625 to 1531 on his expedition to the La
Plata river. He may have heard of the voyage of Rut

*The Rev. B. F. De Costa dissents from this supposition, but he had not

seen the account in Oviedo.  See Northmen in Maine, p. 54
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afterwands, and of the death of his pilot, and learned his
name. *  Had it been Verrazano, and had he written to
that effet to Ramusius, he would have added some
anthentic facts, which the latter would have reconded.
leaving no uncertainty as to the date of his disappearance

One more remark, and we close this part of our subject
If Vermazano had lost his life after his capture by the
Spaniands or in the manner suggested by Ramusius, it
would s~m remarkable to find no allusion to his death on
the planisphere of 1529, This map contains several
lecvnds on the American coast relating to him, and if he
had died meanwhile; they would have been, no doubi.
differently wonded ; or if he had been Killed on that eoast,
Hieronimus would have added a legend to that effect
The voyage of 1527 was so recent that the mapmaker
could have easily ascertained from Rut or his companions
the precise locality where the scene had oecurred.

From a consideration of all the above data, we must
conclude that if Vermazano lost his life on our evast. it
was not on the voyage made by the Mary of Guilfornd in
1527, Ramusius may be right in his account of . but
then it must have happened at a later date, which is pos
<sible. although no record has been preserved of voyages
hither. by exploring vessels of any nationality. until 1554
when Jacgues Cartier sailed around the Gulf of 3. Law
rence, and in 1536 wintered on the river of the same mame,
near Quebec.

After the positively authentic appearance of Verrazano
as a subscriber to the French expedition to the East
Indies, and as its chief pilot, we lose sight of the Florer
tine completely.  He may have died in the course of it.
if it ever left the shores of France, but all speculations

as to his occupations after this must be mere guesse:

* A take was 1old in Syain, concermning Cabot himself, some w hot simuilar
1 v

this ome, pamcly, that he had been Killed in a conflict with the natives, for

which see Baddie's Cabof " 167
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though future researches may bring to light, as in the
case of Sebastian Cabot and Jean Alfonse, some papers
that might help to clear up the doubts which now sur
round his career.  His name appears but once after the

vear 1526, and then in such a manner that no satis-

factory inference can be drawn from it.

Tiraboschi, the author of a most valuable history of
Italian literature, who was the first, as before stated, to
draw attention to the Strozzi manuseript, also referred to
a letter, printed in 1581, * among the collection of the
epistles of Annibal Caro, as having a reference to Giovanni
di Verrazano.

This, the seventh of the collection, is dated from Castro,
October 13th, 1537, and is addressed to the inmates of the
household of Mgr. Giovanni Gaddi at Rome, Caro being
at that time the secretary of the Cardinal, and already
distinguished for his literary and artistic tastes. It is
written in a playful veing and is of considerable length,
describing the little journey he was making, in humorous
terms. In the beginning, he speaks of having been left
at home while his friends have gone to visit some caves,
and to pass the time; he now addresses them, each in turn,
in this epistle.  The first one addressed is a Verrazano,
in the following terms:

“To you, Verrazano, as a searcher (cercatore) of new
worlds and of their wonders; T eannot vet tell anything
worthy of your map, for we have passed no lands which
have not already been discovered by you, or by your
brother (fratello).”

The rest of the letter is meant to be amusing, but in the
passage above quoted he is certainly addressing a real
personage.  Mr. Smith, in his /uquiry, assumes that

* The editions of 1572 and 1574, printed by Manucius in Venice, we have
not seen. We quote from the one issued by the Giunti in Veniee, Vol |
Pp. 6-9, entitled, © De lettere fumiliari del Commendatore Awwibesl Care. In
Venctia, appresso Bernardo Giunti, e Fratelli, M.D L. XXXI 2 vols. 87, pp

176 and 272.

AP Y
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Caro was at this time a tutor in the family of M. Gaddi,
an opulent Florentine, and that he was addressing his
pupils, and sportively referring to their studies.  Anni
bal Caro was born in 1507, and coming of a poor but good
family, he was compelled. after completing his studies,
to become a tutor to the children of Ludovico Gaddi, in
Florence. The ecardinal, a brother of Ludovico, noticed
him, and took him to Rome as his secretary.  This was
in or before 1537, consequently Caro was not addressing
his pupils in Florence, but a household composed of men
of considerable intelligence and learning.  Hieronimus
was, no doubt, one of the cardinal’s protegés, and was,
therefore, playfully addressed by Caro. It is hardly
possible; now that we have the mapamundi of 1529 belore
us, to doubt but that the author was the wapmaker of
the letter.  The fratello may have been Giovanni, but,
so far, no evidenece to corroborate his |~niII;_' >|i|| alive in
1537 is known. Had he not been then in existence, how-
ever, the terms of the letter would probably have been
differently worded.

In time, some proofs settling the vexed question of
Verrazano's death may be discovered, but at the present
time we know nothing that is convincing and satisfactory.

Verrazano was certainly alive in and after 1526, and
was then only forty-six years old.  He had been success-
ful as a corsair, was an experienced navigator, and must
have been a man of some mark and isfluence.  Had he
been captured and hanged, or had he met with the death
deseribed by Ramusiuns, the occurrence would certainly
have been noted somewhere, and a document may yet be
found. attesting the mode of his death, whether fortuitous
or from natural causes. The discovery of this mapa-
mundi, so long nnknown, shows that we may yet hope
to learn further details concerning the first explorer of
our coasts. The land that can pride itself on having
produced a Columbus, a Vespueius and a Verrazano, is

no longer divided into petty states, rivals and jealous of
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each others fame, but is a great and united empire. The

memory of deeds done in the past by a Genoese or a
Florentine, a Venetian or a Neapolitan, ought to be
recorded as done by an Italian, and thus induce a more
active inquiry into what is now obscure and neglected.
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Bacavraos,

NOTES.

.—BACALAOS,

Numecrous derivations have been suggested for this word,
which is simply an old Mediterrancan or Romanee name, given
to the '»H‘\t'l'\t'rl (Am“ﬁll. when it has heen dried and l\l'lvl open
and extended by the help of a small stick.  This was the Stock
fish of the North, and from the word baevdion, it beeame the
Bacalao and  Bacealien of the South of l‘ZIII'UIn'. The bacwlwm
or rod was ag attribute of the Gods Bacchus and Mercury,
being perhaps a synonym of the first, in allusion to the rod sup-
porting the grape-vine.  Many words of Latin origin can be
traced to this and the Greek Faxyos,

Another root, the Sanserit ead or gad, a stick, is found in the
Greek and Latin name of this fish as Gadus.  The English word
goad shows the same root, and gives the English name Codtish,

The Holland word abel; a fork, Latin gabalus, is the root of
the word Cabelyan, the Batavian name of the Codfish,

Other varieties of the dried Cod are known as Dunfish,
because dried on the downs or dunes ; /\'///‘:/!'x/! when dried on
the cliffs or /._/'./,/" w: Tusk or Torsk when dried |-) the 'll'l]v of
fire, from dorren, x('l'\\l':i.lll to tll‘)_ st part. j/wlrr/'/'.

The Freneh name Morwe, for the Codfishy is of uncertain ori
gin. It may be from Mor,a Gothic name for the sea; having the
same root as Mare, Mer, ¢te.  The French name for wet salted
Cod is Morue verte, perhaps from its heing procured from the
Isle Verte, which is, as we believe, one of the earliest names given
to Newfoundland, and may be found there still in the name
Bane aw vert, or urv’| bank, South of the Island. We shall
endeavor to show at finother time that the Banks were visited
for their fisheries, and were well known in the early part of the

fifteenth century.
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IL-EXPLORATIONS FOR A WESTERN STRAIT TO
THE NORTH OF FLORIDA, UP TO THE YEAR 1527,

The early explorations of the Northmen from Greenland, and

the fishing vovaves of the Bretons and others, were not made in

scarch of a strait, and are not here noticed.

1456. Johann von Kolno or Seolnus said to have been sent l;_\'
Christian I of Denmark, to search westward, and to have reached
Land west of Greenland,

1490-96. Bristol men attempt at various times to sail out west
ward, but find no Land.

1497, Sebastian Cabot leaves Bristol in May, with one vessel ;
passes to the South of Isle Verte or Bacalaos, and enters the
gulf behind it June 24th, searching for a strait to the West ;
sails around the gulf, passing out through the Strait of Belleisle,
and reaches home about August 10,

1498, Clabot is said to have made another vovage with uncer-
tain results.  Probably coasted north of lat. 52 deg.

1500, Juan Dornelos; saild to have been sent from Spain to
explore to the Northwest.

1500, Gaspar U'ortereal leaves Lishon with one or two vessels,
in May, and sails North of Bacalhaos to Labrador, but does not
land there, heing absent about five months,

1501, Gaspar leaves again, May 15th, with three vessels and
lands i Labrador. He is lost, but the other two vessels reach
home about the middle of October, bringing seventy of  the
natives,

1501, An English expedition said to have visited Terra Nova,
guided by Portuguese,

1502, Miguel Cortereal, brother of Gaspar, leaves May 1oth
with one vessel for Bacalhaos, and 1 not acain heard of,

1503, Two vessels said to have been sent to search for the
Cortereals; which perhaps survey the coast from Cabo Raso to
Bonavista.

15048-6. Jean Denis leaves Honfleur with Gamart of Rouen
as pilot, and explores the Island of Newfoundland, North of
Bonavista.

1502, Thomas Nubert, of |’i-'|r|n'. in the Pensee, visits New

foundland.
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1512, Juan de 4I"//"’Ill"ll’l‘ commissioned |l\ Queen Juana of
Castile, to explore to the Northwest, with two Breton pilots.
1524, Giotanni di Verrazano, in the employ of Francis the

First, after an unsuccessful attempt in 1522, leaves Madeira

bt
January 17th with one vessel) sights the New Jersey coast of

the United States, and t'\l»li'l'n s these shores from lat, 39 dee. to

44 deg., and reaches Dieppe July 4th,

1525, Fsteran Gomes, a Portuguese in Spanish employ, leaves
Corunna with one vessel, traces the American coast from North
to Nouth, trom lat. 44 to 34, and reaches Corunna in December,
brincging home a number of the natives,

1526. Nicolas Don (D'aumis?), a Breton fisherman, i driven
by gales Southwest from Cape Bretong and believing that he
has discovered new COASLS offers to l'\'»lul‘«' them for the
":Illl'l'l'“l'.

1527, John Rut, with Mlhert de Prato as pilot and cosmographer,
leaves the Thames; May 20th, with two vessels; the Mary of
Guilford and the Samson, to search for a strait westward.  The
Samson is lost in June, and her consort puts into St. Johns, New-
foundland, where they found Normang Breton and Portuguese
fishing vessels) and then coasted to Florida, visited Hispaniola

and Porto |:i1‘|»‘ I'l':ll"lill'_’ home in October

-

P

#
IL—EXPLORATIONS OF THE ATLANTIC COAST (F
FLORIDA, FROM THE SOUTH, 1510-1526. j

1510 or hefore. Terra or Isla de Bimini (Bahama or perhaps
Florida) discovered.

1513, Juan Ponce de Leon, with the pilot Alaminos, discovers
the mainland of Florida, coasting its eulf shore to lat. 24 dew.,
and the Atlantie shore to near lat. 30 deg.  On his return he has
to stem the Gulf Stream, gets emtangled among the Bahamas,
and finds the pHot Dicgo Miruelo the elder exploring them.

1520. The Licentiate Lueas Vasquez de Ayllon; one of the
Auditors of Hispaniola, sends two vessels from Puerto de Plata,

on the North side of Cuba, to capture slaves along the coast of
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Florida. One of his vessels said to have been commanded by
Captain Jordan, with Diego Miruelo as pilot, the other by the
pilot Pedro de Quejo.  This last one reaches in lat. 34 deg,
August 18
still.

In company with the last one of Ayllon’s vessels there went a

Cabo de Sta Elena (Cape Fear) and probably farther

]

small vessel; sent by another of the Auditors;, Juan Ortiz de
Matienzo, under the pilot Fernando Sotily for exploration, which
went as far as lat. 34 deg. also.

1521. De Leon having a royal grant to colonize Bimini and
Florida, makes an expedition with two vessels from St Juan
(l'ul'l-' Rico).

1521. Ayllon said to have again sent two vessels to Chiegra,
which appear to have coasted as far as Bahia Santa Maria (Chesa
peake Bay).

1523, June 26, Ayllon obtains a royal grant to colonize Chicora
and other provinees)” between 35 deg. and 37 deg., but delays
acting und. r it

1526. Ayllon takes the command of a large expedition, con-
sisting of one large and three smaller vessels; with two boats,
manned or carrying 500 men and =0 or 90 horses, Leaves Puerto
de Plata with Pedro de Quejo as pilot) in middle of July.  The
larger vessel is lost entering the Rio Jordan (Cape Fear R,
winters at Guadalpe, some 40 or 50 leagues to the S W. (Pedee
R., Georgetown ?).  Ayllon died October 15 leaving his nephew
Juan Ramirez as Governor.  The dissensions that arose after his
death and the many deaths from disease and cold; cause the
abandonment of the enterprise, and 150 men only get baeck, the
hody of Ayllon being lost on the way by the foundering of one

of the small vessels.

A careful and close analysis of the Maps of 1527 and 1529, of
Hernando Colon and Diego Ribero, was published in 1860, by
Dr. J. G. Kohl. The names on the Maps are compargd by him
with the known documents that illustrate théir origin. We

must refer to this able work for eritieal details which lie beyond

the scope of this paper




EXPLORATIONS FOR A STRAITIN THE CARIBBEAN SEA. T

IV.—EXPLORATIONS FOR A STRAIT TO THE WEST
WARD, IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA AND WITHIN
THE TROPICS.

1492, Christopher  Columbus; sailing westwarnl, discovers
islands; and reaches to Nuevitas on the north side of Cuaba.

1493-96.  Columbus sails on his second vovage, but only
reaches the Isle of Pines on the south side of Cuba,

14981500, Columbus on his third voyage discovers the main
land of South Ameried, near the Island of Tranidad, coasting to
Margarita.

1499=1500. Alonzo de Hoyeda, with Juan de la Cosa and
Americus Vesputinsg touches 8. America; and eoasts it o lat
3 deg. North,

Alonzo Nino and Christoval Guerra: uncertain as to point
reached.

Vicente Yanez Pinzon reaches to lat. 8 deg. 20 min. South of
the Equator, on the coast of 8. Ameriea.

1500. Diego de Lepe searches South of Cape St. Augustine.

1500. Pedro Alvarez Cabral, with a Portuguese fleet, on his
way to the East Indies; discovers the East coast of Brazil.

1500-1502. Rodrigo de Bastidas with Juan de la Cosa, coasts
the mainland of 8. America, to Cape San Blas on the isthmus

1502-3. Hoyeda, with Juan de Vergara, follows the same coast
to Curacao,

15024, Columbus on his fourth voyage explores the coast of
the Caribbean Sea from Guanaza and Ruatan s to near the Gulf
of Darien.

1504-5. Juan de la Cosa visits the Gulf of Uraba.

505, Hojeda visits the coast near Caguibacoa,

506 or 7. Vicente Yanez Pinzon and Juan Diaz de Solis sail
west from Hispaniola, and explore the coast of Y ucatan, from
Golfo Dulee to the Rio de Lagartos on the North shore.

1508-9. Pinzon and De Solis reach lat. 40 deg. S on the coast
of Brazil. \

1511. Peter Martyr’'s map appears: the first Spanish one of

the West Indies |»II|-“~||w| up to that date. It contains all the

West Indian discoveries up to the year 150%

1518 De Balboa discovers the Mar del Sar
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1524, Gil Gonzales Davila sent from Hispaniola to search for

a strait about Golfo Dulce.

V.—EXPLORATIONS IN THE GULF OF MEXICO.

Columbus on his first vovage in 1492 was steering along the

arallel of 28 deg. Nireetly for the coast of the United States,
1 4 \

. / et v
and if he had not/turtvd to the Southwest, would have made

Land about Cape /Carnaveral in Florida.  On this vovage he
1'\|~|<>I‘l d part of (the North coast of Cuba, which he believed to
liec Northwest and Southeast.

On his second voyage in 1494 he sailed along the South coast
of the same Island as far as the Isle of Pines.  Here he pansed
and prepared a declaration, which he foreed all his companions
to sign, to the effect that Juana (as he called it) was a long penin
sula jutting out from Asia*

The Map which he presented to the Pope and to Rene of Lor
raine about 1498, is now lost, but it was no doubt copied by
Johann Ruysch in his Mapamundi attached to the Roman edition
of Ptolemy of 1508, Much altered, it was copicd by Hylacomilus
as the Tabula Terrae Novae in the Strasbure Prole my of 1513,
In this last Cuba appears twice; the St. Die geographer having
inserted Isabella hetween the Cuban peninsula of Columbus and
Espanola; its insular character being then recognized.  Johann
Schoner on a globe of 1520 has also a copy of the Columbus
Map of 1495,

Of the names attached to the Cuban peninsula on these three
sketehes; which are a part of the hundrneds, which Columbus
gave to points on the coastt we have identified ne wrly all) as
names which were familiar to the discoverer from his Mediter-
rancan experience.  Thus we find names altered by copyists, but
which can be recognized, such as Fin de Apulia, Cabo del Gato,
Cabo Melle; de Luecea, de Livorno, 4’ Arles, de Como, de Parma.,
d’ Alicante, ete.

* Navarrete.  Coleccion de ks Viages, & [1

t See thind voyage of Columbus
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It soon became known that Cuba was an Island, apparently
from what Peter Martyr says; before 1500, though it was not
cireanmnavigated ofticially until 1505 by order of Sebastian de
U.-,mq--.

The last voyage of Columbus in 1502) completed the explora
tion of the shores of the Caribbean sea to Guanaja or Roatan L
Vincente Yanez Pinzon and Juan Diaz de Solisg on a vovage of

adventure in 1507, sailed alone the East coast of Yueatan from

the Golfo Dulee to the Rio de Lacartos, and this last Limit of

northern « \'-]uv wtion in this quarter is given on Peter \|:||l_\ r's
little: Map of the West Indies;) accompanying his first Ocean
Deeade of 1511.%

In 1513 (not 1512) Juan Ponce de Leon discovered Florda.
Alaminos was his pilot; and together they coasted the Atlantie
shores of it to near the mouth of the present Sto Johns river, in
lat. 304 deg. The fair open channel] with the swift current run
ning through it from the South, was observed by the pilot and
used by him, as will be scen below.,

Vasco Nunez de Balboa crossed the Isthmus and discovered
the Mar del Sur in the same year last mentioned; and it would
seem a natural supposition to have at once songht for a passagz
into it North of the Rio de Lagartos; but this was not done.

Francisco Hemandez de Condova, February sthy 1517 accom
panied by the pilot Antonio de Alaminos; who as a hoy had been
with Columbus, and to Flonda with De Leon, satled west from
Havannah and struck Cape Catoche; then coasted west and
southwest to the Bahia de Malapelea in Campeachy, where the
natives repulsed him and he turned back.  He gave to Yueatan
iIts present name, but considered it an Island.  On his voyage
home he landed in Flonda,

In 1518, Juan de Grijalva, by order of Diego Velasquez, has
uncle, the fisst Governor of Cuba, explored the coast with
Alaminos, beginning with the Island of Cozumel) and ending
apparently at Cabo Rosso in lat. 21 deg. 45 min. near Tampico

He brought home a large amount of gold, and exciting

accounts of a vast and rich empire in the interior of the land he

* Qe Martyr, Dec 11, Cap 7; Herrera, Dec. I Lib. VI Cap. 17 Docum
Ined, 1842 501
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had discovered ; and in the following year (1519) the famous
Hernando Cortesy burning for its conguest; with Alaminos again
as pilot; undertook the expedition which resulted in the subjuga
tion of Mexico.

The first vessel despatched to Spaing with treasure; by Cortes
from Vera Cruz, July 26, 1519, passed into the Atlantic through
the Florida Channel.  Alaminos; her pilot) the discoverer of this
passage,® in 1513, was the first who led a vessel through it to
B

In the same yeart Francisco de Garay, Governor of Jamaiea,
and the rival of Cortes; either in person or by his depaty Alonzo
Alvarez de Pineda, ran along the coast to the Rio de Panuco or

Palmas, in lat. 23 deg. 45 min.

In 1520 De Garay sent Diego de Camareo north, in the gulf,

with three or four caravels; and the exploration of the coast
appears to have been begun somewhere about Pensacola, so as to
very nearly conneet it with the Florida of Juan Ponee, and was
carried westwand to Panuco, if the Map and memoir that he pre
sented to the Emperor ean be trusted. (See Navarrete H 147-8,
and Martyr Dee. V] eap. 1)

In 1523 De Garay went in person to the Rio Panuco, with
Dicgo Meruelo the elder as his pilot.} It wounld appear, how
ever, that De Garay’s explorations remained unknown to Cortes,
for in his letter to the Emperor of 1523 ke is uncertain whether
Mexico and Florida were joined together.

The short unexplored coast line, from Pensacola to Apalachi
cola; appears not to have been traced until the unfortunate

Pamphilo de Narvaez landed on the coast of Florda in 1527,

* Herrera, Vol 1; Deseripeion, p. 4; Barcia Ensavo, p. 154

{ Gomara 11, cap. 25, says 15318, which is improbable.  Pineda was one
f the maleontents accompanying Cortes in 1518, and who conspired to
abandon him.  Two of them were sentenced (o death; the pilot De Umbria
1o have his feet cut off; Pineda, another pilot, and his brother to receive two
hundred lashes, ete De Umbria seems 1o have remained after this in the
service of Cortes, but Pineda got away and entered the service of De Gamy

t Dicgo Meruelo had been sent by Lucas Vasquez de Avllon in 1520 1o
the Rio de Chicora, and, acconding to Barcia, lost his life there with Avlion
in 1526,  His nephew, of the same name, went as stated, with Narvacz to

Apalache
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and his pilot Diego Meruelo the younger had coasted im seanch
of him, finding the land runnig East and West, thus positivels
connecting the above provinces. The exploration of the Gulf of
Mexiew was therefore spread over a period of twenty vears

while it might have been accomplished in as many days. *

VIL—SEBASTIAN CABOT.

It s now certain that Sebastian Cabot never sailed alome the
coasts of the United States South of Nova Seotia. The Ene
have often claimed that he did so in 1497 or 1495 and wpon tl

shadowy basis founded a right of possession by diseovery.  Cabuod

¢ hent

himself never published any statement to the abovi o e
his papers, which Hakluyt says were in the hamnds of 2 certam
William Worthington, as late as 1582, are now lost.  Had e
made sach an exploration, Hakluyt would not have been sat X
with the meagre 'c:nr:l-lr of |w:u’~;t} reports, on which he clamms
such discovery. A very important note by a friend of Cabot
given below, and published during his lifetime, ix suppressed
Hakluyt, while he attaches weight to the perhaps ill underss oo
report made l-} Cabot to Peter .\I:u'l_\r n 1515.¢4

Had Cabot really thus visited this coast, from N w ool Lumed
to Florda, he would of course have been appealed to s a2
wthority by the Congress of Bajadoz in 1524, of which b
2 member when the question of searching for a strait abowt t
was considenad.  His silence at that time is of itself eons
on thas '-wuﬂ. \

We have carefully investigated the older and the more recent
published accounts of Cabot’s voyage of 1497, and <shows
his land-fall was Cape North on Cape Breton Island, that b

embayed in the Gulf of St Lawrence, and eame out of it throwsh

the straits of Belle i\lr, whence he satled bae k direct to En = !

* See Oscar Peschel's excellent resume on the discoveries
Mexico, Zoalter der Entdeckungen 1858, Cap. 7

§ Martyr Dec. 111, Lib. VI

§ Historical Magazine, New York, March, 1868
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Over-estimating the distances sailed inside the Gulf, he mear
inform Martyr that he had sailed West to the meridian of Cala,
and the good historian no doubt added that he had nached
South to the Latitude of the straits of Gibraltar, misumnderstand
ing the range of the voyage.  That Cabot hims I ehiel nest claim
to have sailed so far South is also definitely proved by a passa

hitherto Iln'_'ll‘l’lx'l becanse unfavorable to the I‘_lv_“\-‘h clamms>

in the preface to Richard Eden's Decades; 1550, sig. e

“These regions are cauled Terra Florida and Regio Baceale
challaos of the which vou may reade sumwhat in this book
of the woorthy owlde man vet Ilvuing Sebastiane Cabote | in
of the thyvrde Decade But Cabote touched only in the north
most barbarous parte hercof, from whense he was repulsed wit

moneth of July.”

Written under Cabot’s own eye, and perhaps dictated by him
self in order to rectify Martyr's misstatement of his elaims, u
would seem to set the question at rest most completely.  Hakluyt
i his passages, eathered after Cabot’s death, to back the English
claims; omits this distinet limitation of Cabot’s discoveries, and
cven Richard Biddle, in 1531, does not seem to have observes| it

Cabot corresponded with Ramusius; and perhaps had cornteld
the statement made by Martyr, for in the Somario of Martyr's
three first Decades; made and published by the Italian histona
in 1534, it is not repeated. That Ramusius was aware of the
real extent of Cabot’s ¢ \|.|u|‘.|linl|~ is also evident trom the Intro
ductory “ Discorso™ to his third volume of 1556, written in 153
while Cabot was still Living, in which no mention s made of his
explorations South of New France.  Hakluyt, of course; did ne
notice these omissions; as they would have led to the plain infe
ence that we here point out.

Cabot’s own planisphere; of which but one copy, discovensi
1543 by Von Martius, is now known, preserves in the Frencl
National Library, shows distinetly his Prima Vista to be Cape
North, and he places no other name of his own on this coast,
excepting to the Island of St. John (Prince Edwarnd's 7)), just west
of the cape and inside the Gulf,

Verrazanesawas therefore the first one that we know
sailed along our coast, and his name deserves to be

some prominent point of at.
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VIL—ALONZO DE ZUAZO ON A STRAIT TO THE
MOLUCCAS,

.\Ilhull-_'h the lh”n\\lh'_' [assage  mor «“lull) IN'IUID'_’\ o
another subject, we quote it to show how ntelligent minds wer
it a certain period of time endeavoring to solve a problem which
was not fully answered until Magellan’™s ship had circumnavigated
the globe. Tt has but recently appeared in Spanish (Doce. Ined.,
1564, p. 296), copied from the Archives of the Indies in Seville

The Licentiate Alonzo de Zuazo, the legal adviser of the thred
Jeromite friars who were sent l-:\ the Regent, Cardinal Cisneros,
in 1516, to Hispaniola to govern the West Indies; and whois
best known as the mediator between Cortes and Narvaez, wrote

to the Emperor, January 22d] 1515

In another matter there is a great mystery [seercfe].  The concession of
Pope Alexander is known ; the partition of the world as if it were an orange
between the King of Portugal and the grand“parents of Your Majesty by
certain imaginary lines which wen { drawn, because although they sent
certain pilots to mark a boundary and fix those lines at the points where
they ought to be, as this was a division by longitudes;, of which the pilots
know nothing and practise nothing, they aild not and Knew not what to
do with certainty, and therefore returmaed without accomplishing anythin

While drawing the lines, | found that ir Majesty was much wronged
in the Tierras Firmes of Brasil From S Auzustine thirty leagues at
best may belone to the King of Port wl he peossesses more than two
hundred, from which he yearly receive than twenty thousand dueats
in brasil | wood | and slaves. 1 10 . 1, sent a pilot at my cost to
the said Cape, and [ found that it wition on the Maps was more than a
b -n--lv'1I aned thirty leagmes L

Tigere is another my ste 1 wal possesses much which
helongs to Your Majesty . { t~lf, which has 25000 inhab

that Mapamundi which
Americo cansed 1o be print wi t o those parts : te une | which

the Senor Infante 4 has in his chan

* The god Zuazo deceives] him Die Theilnung
der Erde. dv.. by sq 3 T . Hetin de Geographie
wnd Kohl's text to I« en owmeral bart on Ameriha, Weimar, 1860

{ The Spanish editors, in a note, say that this must have been Don Fer

nando, brother of Charles the Fifth and afierwands Emperor of Germany
1

A printed Map of the workl, compilsd by Americus Vespuccius, is not
now known. Zuazo may probably have seen a Map drawn by hand for

or by Vespuccius
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“That Your Majesty may not mourn over this, as did Alexander to call
himself master of other worlds, you must first order the division to be made
and secondly fit out two small fast sailing vessels to examine it all (mean
while the strait which T have heand of in Tierra Firme may be verified, and
Diego Alvitez, recently from there, has said it was so), and they can sail
along the coast to the South, ®* or reach that which comes from the North
(hacerse en i Costas del Sur o lleeirse o cdla de la de Norte) ss Vasco Nunez

has been doing.”

VIEL —HERNANDO CORTES, AND HIS PROPOSAL IN
1524, TO SEARCH FOR A STRAIT.

The letter, known as the fourth carta-relacion, sent by the
Conqueror of Mexico to the Emperor, contains an interesting
passage relating to a proposed scarch for the strait, between
Florida and Bacalaos.  From the date of the letter, October 15,
1524, it appears that Cortes had heard of the '_'v""_'v‘:||r||i«‘.|| con
gress met at Bajadoz, and wished to please the Emperor by

causing explorations to be made in both oceans for it. A good

version of the extract may be found in Biddle’s Cabot, Chayp.

VI copied by Conway Robinsong in his work, *“ An account of
discoveries in the West until 1519, and of voyages to and along
the Atlantic Coast of North Ameriea, from 1520 to 1573, Rich
mond, 18427 page 300.4

We give below an abridged version from the Spanish text in

li:l} ANTOS,

“1 have informed you in the earlier part of this letter of the parties sent
by sea and by land, which [ hope may meet with sinecess, as | wish 1o serve
vour Majesty in every possible way All that | see remaining to be done in
that way is to learn the sceret of the coast remaining (o be discovered
between the Rio de Panuee | Lat 23 deg. 45 min | and La Florida$ which

last was discovered by Juan Ponce de Leon ; and thenee along the North

* Zuazo does not seem t)y have heand of the vovage of Juan Diaz de
Solisx in 1516 along the coast of South America

t This work deserves wider circulation and notice Robinson consulted
many original authorities, and gives an admirable n=umé of the subject

$ Cortes had not learned of the explorations of Alonzo de Pineda in 1519
and of Francisco de Garay in 1520, by which the Gulf Coast had been com

pletely traced
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*

erly coasts of said Florida as far as the Bacallaos It is certain that along
those coasts there is a strait that passes through to the South Sea. It found,
it will be seen that it comes out very near o that archip lago which Magrel
lan discovered t according to a certain Map [figure] which 1 possess § of
those parts.  Should a strait be found about there, it would be of great
value in reaching the Spice Islands by a route shorter than any other by two
thinds, and also because it would pass through lands now owned by your
Majesty Although much in debt for the cost of the expeditions already
sent out, and for the expenses of this Government, I have resolved o send
three caravels and two  brigantines out on this undertaking, but it will cost
me over ten thousand gold pesos. This will be the greatest serviee of the
Kind I have done, if asx I say the strait should be found, but even should
none be met with, it must happen that many great and rich lands will he
discoverad, which will increase your Majesty’s possessions

There is also a negative advantage in case no strait be found, in that
vour Majesty can then determine what measures will he best in rerarnd o
the use of the Spice Islands and lands adjacent to them.  In such a case 1
offer my best services, which will cost your Majesty but little, in carrying
out your orders.  Please the Lord, the strait may be found, and T will do all
¥ can towands that end

I mean to send the vessels on the South sea to explore the coast, simul
tancously with those in the North sen.d  The first will follow the coast until
they find the strait or conneet the shore line with that discovered by Magel

lan, and the last until they come to the Bacallaos

Cortes at this time conceived Nova Hispania to be a part of

\sia, lll '0_\ the year 1540 he had <'\|v|ulwl the coast so i

North as to make it nearly certain that North Ameriea was a
continent by itself.
Oviedo, Lib. xxxiii, Cap. xli; Edo Acad. 1853, p. 456, remarks

on this letter:

I take Cortes to be better as a Captain, and more versed in warlike mat
ters, such as we have been deseribing, thian as an expert cosmographer, for
Jl what he savs: for the strait of Magellan is very far from the point he

speaks of, and very far from being placed where Cortes) according to his

* Neither had he heard of Leon’s and Ayllon's undertaking on the Atlantic
coasts, which had reached to about 34 deg. N. Lat

t Probably Magellan's 1. de Ladrones (the Marianas?) or the Philippines
He could hardly mean the Desventuradas

¢ No map by any of the companions of Magellan is now known. Their
track was perhaps copied by Agnese, on Maps described in this Note

& It does not appear that Cortes sent out these last vessels. His « xplora

tions in the Pacific, actively pursued, do not bear on the subject
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Gomez prevailed upon the Emperor to fit ont a vessel for the
discovery of a Strait North of Flovida, between lats, 37 deg. and
Hdegs He was detained by having to attend the Geogn iphical
Congress of Bajadoz, appointed to determine the mutual elaims
of Spain and Portugal to the Moluceas; and also, it is said, by a
remonstrance against his enterprise from the Portuguese King,
who claimed Newfoundland as falling within the demareation
line of 1515, The Congress sat from March 1 to May 1, 1524,
and perhaps Tonger, The commission to Gomez was not signed
until February 100 15250 and he probably sailed within a few
days after that date; leaving Cornnna with one vessel. No trust
worthy account of his voyage has ever appeared. Spamish authors
treat of it in general termsg and the 7éorra de Gomez appears on
Spamish Maps afterwards) but it is uneertain what extent of coast
was exploved. Tt appears that he searched it from Newfoundland
to Florida, being absent ten months, returning in December,
unsuceessful in the main object of his voyage.

A paper entitled * Hernando Magallanes and Estevan Gomez,
pilots who sought a Western strait to India,” was read June 5,

1866, before the New York Historical Society, by the late

Buckingham Smithy which is briefly reported in the Historieal
Magazine, Vol X 1866, p. 220 Mr. Smith appearshto have

learned that a full account of the voyage was to be found inan

unpublished work by the geographer Cespedes; who wrote near
the elose of the sixteenth century, containing full details of it
but was unsuceessful in finding it nor had Munoz or Navarret
seen it

\ndres Garein de Cespedes was the author of several geograph
ieal o mathematieal works, enumerated by Leon v Pinelo in his
Epitome of 16209, pp. 140, T and 1=40 One of these is entitled
Regimento de Navegacion que mando hazer et Rego NS por
orden de su Conscjo real de Tas Indias Madrid, 1606, folio
This work does not contain the full voyage of Gomez.  Another
one, perhaps containing it, is his * Isolario general” in manu

HI'HI-L e sent owner unknown,

11
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%/
IDENTIFICATION OF JUAN FLORIN ASGIOVANNI
DI VERRAZANO.

In the Spanish accounts of his exploits as a corsair, he is always
called Juan Florin or Florentin. Peter ‘l‘l"-\| first mentions
liim ax /-'/,,/-,',“ lllk”n(; sixth l'li.l'rlll of his ¢ “_!.I'Il Decad , written
1525, bat first printed in 1530, / Thaugh mention is often made
of the French pirates; from ‘the eighth chapter of the fifth
Decade (written in 1521), to the end of the work, and especial
stress s laid (Dee. VI, cap l\’ on the safe armval of the
treasure ships at the end of Jaly, 1525, guarded by the fleet sent
out to convoy them, he omits any allusion to the capture of Juan
Florin. Such a matter would hardly have escaped his notice, nor
does he mention it in his letters,

These letters were first printed in 1530, The first notice of the
leader of the pirates by name, is in one dated November 19, 1522,
where he is simply called Florinwus, a French pirate In June,
1523, he speaks of Joannis Florini; the French pirate, and he is

last mentioned by name in August, 1524, though the French

pirates are spoken of later in the year.

All that can be negatively inferred concerning the capture of
Florin, from Peter Martyr, is that in this last letter of November
I=th his name does not appear.

Ramusius does not appear to have seen the full edition of the
Decades, of 1530, nor the letters either, for in the Italian Somario
of 1534, which, as Mons, Davesae® has recently shown, was pre
pared by him, he had only the three first Decades (as published
in 1516 1 Spain, in Basle in 1533, and Cologne 1574) before him.,
Nor does Ramusius appear ever to have seen these last five
Déecades, Had he seen them, he would |-~r.h.|-- have recognized
Verrazano under the names which Peter Martyr uses; when speak-
ing of him. The full editions of “vll'_\l‘: Decades and Letters
do not seem to have left Spain for many yvears; and were perhaps
jealously guarded from general cirenlation for more than fifty
years, since in 1574 by three Decades were reprinted, and not
till Hakluyt published at Paris in 1557, the whole cight, do they

secm to have been quote d by authors generally.

* Davesac Bull. de (Géog., July, 1572 p
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Oviedo does not; but Gomara does name Florin, and as a

pirate his name does not appear in any published Spanish or

other work until Herrera (Dee. T, Lib, TV, cap. XX), in 1601,
speaks of him as Florin de la Rochelag captain of six armed ves-
sels.  In the same Deeade (Lib. VI cap. IX), he gives the voyage
of Juan Verracano Florentin, from Ramusius, without a suspicion
that these names belonged to one person,

The pext printed reference to him as a corsairy is in Bernal
Diaz <&| ( nll”-»_ whose narrative of the (.l'lwllll st of \Ir\i-u_
writtentin 1565, was not printed until 1632, He ealls him Juwan
Florin and Florenting a Freneh corsair, and gives the first pub
lished account of his capture and exeeution,

De Barcia, in his |':||»|)~- Cronologico de Florida, 1723, was
the first to identify the corsair with the discoverer.  He ealls him
Juan Verrazano Florenting Corsario de Francia, and gives a very
brief notice of his exploring voyage, from Ramusius; and of his
exploits nnder the name of Juan Florenting alludes to the report
of his death m-America, and then gives the story of his eapture
and execution, apparently from Bernal Diaz.

Thus two centuries had l‘]‘l]l\wl before this identification was
made, during all which period no one had even suspected it
The heading of his own letter, first published in 1556, might
have awakened a surmise to this effeet; and possibly the Spanish
Government knew the truth, but it is curious that the fact should

have been so slow in finding its way into print,

NL—DECADES OF THE NEW WORLD, BY PETER
MARTYR.

I'ranslated Extracts from the Decades of Peter Martyr concerning French pirates

Dee. V., Cap. 8 [l'- 12 - and written about the same time as his
letter of November l"'. COf these '\\"“i'll-] ilgos who had served
under Cortes)], * Benavides, leaving  his companions; returned
recently in one of the two ships sent by Cortes. In them gifts
are brought, which are said to be far more precions and beautiful
than those which eame in the vear when his Majesty went to

Belgium, and seen by vour Reverence.  They estimate these
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treasures to be worth about two hundred thousand dueats; hat
these ~|u!»~ have not vet e hed us '|'|.-} hiaaw o ~l¢""-|<| it the
Cassiterides, ecalled the Azore Islands l:} the Portuguese, the
sovercigns thereof, to avoid falling into the hands of French
pirates, as happened to one coming last year from Hispaniola
and Cuba loaded with Gold of the weirght of Seventv-two thon
sand ducpts) of precious pearls six hundred cight ounee |~~wn~l\.
and two thousand arrobas of sugar The \lnmlJv irroba con
Lams l\\‘m;. five sIX onnee |-~un-|» My '-l-un_'ln ulwll\hhuﬂ}
much besides, all which beeame the hooty of the pirates \n
armed fleet has been sent; which is to bring these two safely from
the Azores. Thes ships bring, as DBenayvides re ports, three tigers

Two gentlemen, « iptains in the wars in those countries, remain
in charge of thes ~I»||-~, \fonso de Avila and Xytonio Quig
nones, carrying the gift to the King from the people; but the
share of Cortes is entrusted to Juan Ribera, prrivate Secrel iry ol
Cortes, and his companion in all hix labors from the begimmimg.
News has rece ntly been brought that fifteen ~|u|n~ of the Frenech
PIFLes Were seen eruising on the Ocean; expecting to l.u) hands
upon these ~|||'-~ I~ l'u‘\ didd with the other, but that the Vower
driven I-.\ storms on the Coast of Afrea, and that many of them
were drowned.’

Cap N\ (1522)., ¢ but there s a rumor of uneertamm oriein,
that the French pirates have already got scent ot those ships;
mayv God bring it out aright

Dee. VI Cap. X (1524). =Th mibles of these timex, due to
the various pirates and the ho ities with the Freneh Kinge, have
put a stop to our communications both by Landd and by~ W

Dece. VIL Cap. IV (1524). “They say that Cortes has 300,000
pesos T |v|_\ to send to Casar but learning of the « pture of
8O many laden Jw|-~ "_\ the Freneh pirates, hardly ventures to
||u~’.u~hl§;-~~ Thus, while in our Counctl of the Indies, coun
sel was being held on the measures to be taken the . of
these \}”I'\ it was résolved, and IIY--\|'|-‘I Iy on our

T tition,* and ordercd that they should gather, i~ each

one was laden, at Ilv"llllh‘il = a rendezyvous The J..'v\ bemy

gathered from all those lands, a strong flect would thus be formed,
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which would be safe from the attack of pirates if they
defend themse Ives.  What fate is to befall the Armament
determined by Divine Providence.”

Cap. V (1524). “While I am writing of these
brought that four ships from the Indies have
Spanish coasts, What treasures they hiing we

Dee. VI ( ||»|\(lv_‘vi “Thevy sav t)

g the loss of those oread treasures, it
pirates about three [two?| yvears ago, whicl
Ciesar, But what shall we say concerninge th
stones ?  Passing over the rest, there was
whose hase was nearly as hroad as the )

was told to us i the Counetl and to Ca

never seen by human eyve hefore I
Admiral purchased it at an ineredible

this, hooty But they treat Alfonso de A

He isa young man of noble family, bt ne
him a prisoner in a foul dungeon, upon the
him were entrusted this jewel and the other
think that they can exact from him twenty tl

he wishes to ransom himself,”

Cap. VI “Cortes, by reason that the Fren

Florinus, took his fleet with many precious thi

the other officers in New Spain, yw'/Hu'-
scending to Ciesar, has from griefl over so
letters either to Ciesar or to our Counel

a suspicion to arise from this and from the sa
frequently return from those Kingdoms,
Cresar.”

Dee. VI, ( "W I\ [writing ibout a
West Indies, on which there went a ret
guren, he savs, November, 1525],
letters from Gomera, one of the Fo
vessels erossing the Ocean stop for refn ~hmer
they had got thus far prospering, in the

that fast ‘}”l" could do it in less, bhut

convoy to walt for the slow satlers, les

jaws of the Freneh pirates; who wateh
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under sail, that they might fall upon the lageards. 1 do not

remember whether I have said or not, that two ships sent by
Fernando Cortes from New Spain, the latest new lands known to
us, had arrived at the Azores. 1 will tell you how it was arrange d
that they should not fall into the wide spread jaws of the pirates,
who had long waited for them cruising around, and how they
avoided them and what they bring.  One of them, having dis
charged her eargo, determined to try her luck; and by the help
of Providence, did not fall among the robbers; escaping safely
This news being heard, a fleet of six ships was hastily prepared,
of which four are two hundred tons burthen, and also two eara
vels completely equipped for fighting, in case they met with
pirates.  The King of Portugal added four others; good sailers
and well furnished with all kinds of guns. They sailed on the
25th of June, took in the cargoes left behind, and retuarned safely
about the end of July. Thanks were offered to God in S ville
We expect the chief captains every day. There were only two
small ships from Cortes. They aseribe the little treasure in the
ships to the poverty of those regions. They bring to Caesar only
seventy thousand gold pesos.” [He gives the reasons for ordering
the spice laden vessels from the East Indies to start and to land
at Corunna, among which is the fear of pirates along the South
ern coasts, for, as he says), “ there are in those shores hetween the
high mountains many desert valleys, which are not much peopled
on account of their sterility. These are the hiding places of
pirates; who signalled by their men watching on the top of the
mountains, attack the passing ships. On this account it was
ordered that business should be carried on there ™ (at Corunna).

This Chapter is dated November 19th, 1525,

Martyr completed one more Chapter of this cightl Decad
and died in October, 1526, There is some confusion in his
accounts as given in the Deeades) and they must be compared
with his Letters in order to understand them. It will be noticed
that in the Decades he --n!} names Florinus once and that he

CHEE nothing about his capture
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XIL—LETTERS OF PETER MARTYR.
The letters of Peter Martyr cover a most interesting period of

I{nr..'-un history, name Iv, from 1455 to 1525, They are full of

details which ean be found nowhere else, and abound with gossip

of all Kinds.  He wrote them in fluent but not very elassie Latin,
to persons in ftaly or Spain, and often in haste, as he himself
admits. . We find in them many passages concerning the New
World, taking, as he did; a vivid interest in the progressive dis
coveries made there.  As a member of the Council of the Indies
and as an attach€ to the royval court he had opportunities of
learning all that was happening ther He gathered these details
into Decades) the first one, written before 15000 heing published
in 1511, two others appearing in 1516, and the whole eight in
1530, after his death, which occuarred in 1526,

The letters, 812 in number, were first published at Aleala in

1530, and again at Pans in 1670, but have not been translated.

In Ep. 634 (Paris Ed), dated January 30th, 1519, he mentions
treasures expected to arrive from islands near the Continent
This was the consignment of gold collected by Juan de Grijalva
during his expedition to Yucatan and the lower Mexican coast in
151%. This was forwanled l-'\ Velasquez, Governor of Cuba, and

got safely in to N ville.

In Ep. 650 (Panis Ed.), dated December 24, 1519, he annonnces

the arrival of the first treasure sent by Cortes,

In Ep. 656 (Paris Ed)), dated September 13th, 1526, he says
that all Gold from the Indies must pass the mivh the Casa de
Contratacion, and in Ep. 715 (same ed.), of Mafeh 6thy 1521, he
alludes to treasun r\'-utul. s he savs, from the lands West of
Cuba Vermazano, a few weeks after this 4ast date, took one or
two vessels from the Indies according to Herrera, but they wen
not sent by Cortes.

The next four letters are full of details concerning the pirates
and their captures.

Epist. 774 (Ed. 1530), 77

hid, November 19, 1522,
“These vessels from Fernand  Cortes the congueror of  the

Yucatan and other newest lands, have arrived at the Cassi-
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terides; Portuguese Islands, commonly called the Azores.  Con-
'_'\\l““l: the treasures thercof, but particularly the ornaments and
vesnnents conseerated to their deities; and how far they differ
from those sent by the same, and which you saw in Valladolid,
they speak with great animation and say that those brought in
one of the three ships exceed the former greatly in beauty and
value.

The other two vessels, however, fearing the French corsairs,
have remained at the said istands. They pretend to say that car
goes 1o the value of creht hundred thousand dueats are |-I-»l|-_'i|l
in them.  There they will stay, consequently; until another fleet,
which has been ordered to be fitted out, ean be sent from Seville
to convoy the m, for we have been taught by a very bitter exam
ple, which ought to make us more vigilant, unless fortune blinds
us

For last year one Florin, a French pirate; eaptured a ship
coming from Hispaniola with gold to the amount of eighty thou-
sand dueats) six hundred eight ounce pounds of pearls and two
thousand arrobas of sugar.  As Commander of these three ves-
sels came ,lll.ln |:||n|.|~ s priny il envoy ol |V-H||H Cortes, w ho
in the name of his Master, Fernan Cortes; is to present half of
those gifts to Cwesar, and the other half is to be offered '-} the
two representatives of the magistrates and soldiers of those lands
in their name to Casar. These two are still with the ships.

Juan Ribera resolved to tempt fortune with one of the ships
and came in What he brought you shall learn elsewher e
has not vet landed the cases he brought, which, however, are all
his own, nothing for the King himself. »

In the three ~lu'»\ they bronght over three tigers, rearcd from
whelps; each in his cage By the violenee of the storms, one of
the « 1ICS Was o)« ned a hittle one mght vV ogreat exertion the
tiger burst the planks asundder andeattacked the men as fiereely
as if it had never seen one Fite of those it met were hae !»\
wounded (each) by one blow Their comrades, roused by the

noise, disabled the .iuply ipeed with spears ind drove it imto the

sea. To avoid the same happening agam l!n_\ shot the second

one in its cave with darts.  So they only bring one, which God

v
grant may, with the other things escape the jaws of the pirates,

for they have become so greatly allured by that bhooty, by means

%
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h thev have gathered fresh strength, that we ean

avigatle our ocean,’
=2 (KL 1530), 779 (Ed. 1670).
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which the freight they brought was taken, amounting to a sum
of one hundred and cighty thousand ducats of gums and spices.™

Ep. 806, Ed. 1530,

Ep. 202, Ed. 1670.

Valladolid, November 18th, 1524,

“The sea is also hostile to us.  Of the many ecarracks wrecked
and damaged by storms you know most fully, for they w |
Italian.  Jacob de Veer, distinguished in Spain in youar day,
built one.

This fell into the hands of the French pirate, with a thousand
five hundred bags of Spanish wool; and with other things which
were going to the fairs of Belgium and Antwerp, amounting in

value to seventy thousand ~|v|<'.|l~.‘

XIIL—CONTARINI ON THE FRENCH CORSAIRS

The Venetian envoy in Spain, at this time, was the well-known
Gaspar Contarini, and we find several allusions in his despatches
home to the captures by the French corsairs.  These papers an
now in the Marciana (library) in Venice, bequeathed to it by one
of his descendants, in 1843, Mr. Rawdon Brown,, the able
editor of several volumes of Calendars of Venetian State papers,
relating to English affairs; pointed out these letters to Mr. Henr
Harrisse, author of the Biblioteca Americana Vetustissima, |566,
and of other works showing great research ve such
extracts from them as bear upon the treasure of Cortes, fr
Supplement to the-work just mentione d, Pans, 1872

The first extmet\not dated, speaks of the new empire
eovered by Cortes,

The \.-.-«-IQTTmm Carte 27, dated November 15, 1522
previous to a similar one of Martyr’s, both<written after
arrival of Juan de Ribera), mentions the treasaure, bat say
nothing about corsairs,

The third extract, from Carte 29, dated June
announces the capture of two out of three treasun
French \n'~~|'|\, and the esc ape of the thirnl He thee

“His Majesty, here, has written to all his ports that as many
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possible should go out and pursue the said French vessels, and
desires that half of the ._-.,{.l and vestments which may he recap
tured should remain to them; for they hold that these French
vessels cannot have yet reached a place of safety.”

The other extracts are not dated] and speak of still richer trea-

sures expected, ete.

NIV.—HERRERAS DECADES,
Decade III, Lib. IV, Cap. N\, 1523, Alonzo Davila,

Antonio de Quinones;, Dicgo de Ondaz and Alonzo de Mendoza
were waiting at Santa Mara, in the Azorcs, to be sent for, and,
becoming tired of waiting, Diego de Grdaz resolved to come on
with other passengers, in a Portuguesc ship, and landed in Lis-
bon. Capt. Domingo Alonzo left the vessels bound to the Indies,
that he was convoying, at the Cananes, and went to the Azores
with his three caravels.  Coming back to Spain with Davila,
Quinones and their fellow passengers, with the gold and things
they were in charge of, at ten leagues from Cape Saint Vineent,
six armed French vessels came out against them ¥ whose eaptain
was Florin of Rochelle.  Of the three \l-.lllh'l caravels, one took
to flight, two prepan 1 for battle; and, although they fought
bravely, were captured.  Antonio de Quinones was killed, and
Alonzo Davila was earmmied to La Rochelle, \\‘n nee those vessels
came, and was a prisoner there for three vears. Almost all the

treasure was lost. which Cortez was sending to the King, not

only as a present, but also his fifth, and a vessel, which was

coming from Espanola;, with sixty-two thousand dueats, six hun

dred marks of pearls, and two t} sand arrobas of sugar,
Cap. XXI. The Emperor fe 'ﬁ-x-’\ the loss of the two cara
vels which the French captur=l, and of the ship, and with so
much the more care he onlered that car should be had to protect
the Armada by a flect fitted out by expending the custom duties
(averias).

Lib. VII, Cap. IV. ( The Emperor) sent instructions to all the
Governors of the Islands .*\-lﬁ({:: rra Firme to assure !ﬂlw safety

P ’
* This i probably an exaze '&Q F‘ rin had, probably, four only
\(
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92 ‘
v

of the inward and butward voyvage, and directing them what

course to i ow to avold the corsairs.

Dee. T Lib. X, Cap. X7 1526, And as the Freneh were

v . . .
still continuihe to cruise {as corsairs), it was ordered that all

vessels from the Indies should be well armed; and that they

|
shonbd eather gt the Island of Hizpaniola; and should sail together

for| mutual ppbtection] for it was reported that the corsairs had

capturl a ship and taken from it the pilot and compass [chart ?|

’ m onler to learm the navie wtion and he ]]» to look for the \||i|v> ol

) the Indies, where they micht be taken with greater safety to
{ ) )

themselves

L

The same armanegement was made for vessels sailing to the

Indiex; and that a Captain-General should have authorfty over
the fleet, who, with experienced pilots; might save much loss, J

“ punish the mutineers; and repress-the bad practice of the crews,

who maltreated JAsSsengers and committed offences in the |>l.u'~~\

\\'\' 4] K'L-} \q..l.!u l

Revised maps were to be prepared under the supervision of

—

Hermnando Colon, ete.

!

{ )
{ I A magazine of artillery and ammunition was also ordered to
)

\

be established in Seville for armine the India-bound vesels.

XV.—BERN AL DIAZ DEL CASTILLO.

’| Cap. CLIX (CLXIX), fols, 163 and 164, Let us leave the
3 letters and speak of the good voyage which our Procuradores

pursuedl after they started from the port of Vera Cruz, which

9

was on. the twenticth day of the month of December one

+

thousand five hundred and twenty-two, and  they happily

passed through the channel of Bahama,t and; on the way, two

of the tigers out of the three which they earried escaped and

wounded some sailors; and they determined to kill the remaining

* This date appears only in Bernal Diaz, and is certainly erroncous

) f The vessels were piloted by Anton de Alaminos, the discoverer of this

channel, who accompaniedd Cortes to Mexico, and took his first vessel to

Spain by this route.  See B. Diag, Cap. LI1I; also note, Gulf of Mexico, to

this paper
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one, beeause he was very wild and they could not manage him, *
and continued/their vovage to the island ealled la Tercera; and
as Antonio Je Quinones was captaing and considered  himself
valiant and/in love, it appeared that he was returning to that
island with a womang and a quarrel arose about her, and they
vave him a sword cut on the head, of which he died after some
days, and Alonzo de Avila remained sole commander; and while
\lonzo de Avila was steering, with the two ~||||n, towards Spain, t
not far from the island, Juan Florin, a Freneh corsair, foucht
with themy and he took all the gold and ships; and Alonzo de
Avila, and teok the prize to.France. And] in the same manner,
Juan Florentin pillaged another ship coming from the Island of
St. Domingo, and took from it twenty thousand pesos of gold
and a great quantity of pearls and sugar and ox hides; and, with
all this; he returned to France very richy and made great presents
to his King, and to the Admiral of France, of the articles and
picces of gold which we brought from New Spaing so that all
France was marvellineg at the riches which we sent to our great
Emperor, and the desire took the siaid King of France also to own
a part of the Ishinds of New Spain, and he said, at the time, that
with the gold only that was going to our Ciegar from those lands
he could waee war with his France, and although at that time
Pern was not known or conquered; but,a€ I said] he only had
that from New Spaing, and the Islands of St. Domingo and St.
Juan and Cuba and Jamaiea, and it is told that afterwards the
King of France said, or sent a message, to our great Emperor
that as he and the King of Portueal had divided the world
without giving him a portion of it that they shonld show to him
the testament of father Adam, whether they wereé named as his

sole herrs, and lords of those lands which |'|v) had taken betweer

S o . ”
the two without giving him any of them; and that for that

* Herrera, Dec. 111, Lib. 111, Cap. I, says there were two, and that the
one which escaped wounded eizht men and Killed two. These animals were
American jaguars

{ Bernal Diaz is the only authority for this scandalous tale, which may be
only soldiers’ gossip.  Herrera, better informed, says Quinones was Killed in
the action with the corsairs. Diaz omits all reference to Juan de Ribera, the
secretary of Cortes, who, according to Peter Martyr, was the chief of the

deputation.
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nea T was [awtl to rob and take all that he could on the sea;

1 Juan Florin that he should return with

fleet 1o sevk his ving K the sea: and on that vovage

w hbich he rtook, and on which hemade another great prize
of a irvw< et ween Castile and ( anary Islands, he met with
strone shipd manned by Biscayans, and some of

Lihe hn | ¢ s1de and the rest on the other, the )

™ t with Juan Flonn and de ~'\'-~4\--l and disabled him, and

ajxiune«d har ani many other }‘Tunv}mun‘ and took thenr Ju!v\

i thine, and carmied Juan Florin and other captains prison
re o Se ¢ 1o the Casa de Contratacion, and despatched them
riesmers 1o his Majestv: and after he knew it; he ordered that,

way, they should be executed, and in the Puerto del Pico

v were hung, and thus made our «old safe, together with the
plams wi yrried 1. and Juan Florin who took it. Now let
1S retumm 1o our <ory, which 1s that ﬂnv.\ took A\l-vn‘-v de Avila
prisomer, and thev put him into a fortress, believing that they
would oet i Teal ranswn, ‘*-rx‘i\a ’N'":”Y'i'"' 80 lll|l"ll :UI-l ill hl\

charee ruarding it well—and Alonzo de Avila, &e., &c.

OVIEDO ON THE CAPTURE OF

\VI

1523,

XXNXIIL Cap. XLI, EA Acad Madnd,| 1853, Vol. 3,

does 3

ws of the vessels After speaking of the despateh of the trea-

t name Florin, although he mentions the

sare and cancesties, he adds :

st sea by French corsairs, and many who | have heard
speak of the<. and who saw those thines, estimated their value at more than
fifiv thousand docats of gold, and that of the money which

d silver, at as much more. And

be [Cortes] resretted what had happened, he said that on the other

1 them, because they would not be

o to send others much richer and
oms. acconding 10 the news received from certain provinees, which

kad them <rmi mquer.  And that he was also satisfied with such a

sher nations 1o whom these things became

known would know that besdes the great and extensive kingdoms and
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& which Their Majesties held in Spain and elsewhers
vassals could perform such a service in so remote

gaining so many kingdoms for the increase of the r

y arrived in Spain from Espanola November 5, 1523,
Court during 1524 and 1525, starting acan
26. If, therefore, Florin had been taker

at time, Oviedo would certainly have chro

AVIL—-GOMARA ON FLORIN

Conguista de Merico, Qaragoga, 1553, fol. Ixxxvin
Ater deseribing the things sent in the three caravels from
o, and eiving the names of the officers in charge of their
us freicht, all which scems to be taken from Martyr's

desyhe continues :

But Plorin, a French Corsair, took the two caravels which carried the
sitle of the Azores. And he took at the same time that which was
from the Islands with seventy-two thousand ducats, six hundred
. p

warks of mother of pearl (aljofar) and pearls, and two thousand arrobas of

Francisco Lopez de Gomara became the Chaplain of ('~»’-~

fler the conquest, and is generally considered a most reliable
migh sometimes partial historian.  He may have been in Seville,
wng man, at the time of Florin’s capture of the treasure, and
first author, after Martyr, who mentions Florin’s name.
he, like Martyr, should be silent about the taking and hang
Florin, is significant of the groundlessness of the story.
eard
than
hich
And . . . . :
her XVIIL—DE BARCIA ON JUAN VERRAZANO.
FEnwayo Cronologico para la Historia General de la Florida :
o Dow Gabrid de Cardenas Y ('ano. Madnd, 1723, folio.
This is one of the numerous works of the indefatigable Don
Andres Gonzales de Barcia, whose name is concealed under the

above anagoram of 1t.

L 3
B sl v i W i S A .-

b S
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Fol ~ vear 1524, “Juan Verrazano, a Corsair of Frunee

wasded 1he Eastern shores of Florida for more than 700 [k

Ha v sailed on the 17th of January from the aninhabited! poek

Madera, he arrived at the mouth of the river of Canmuliv on ™

Lawnemoe, motine/the lands, its |n-»|v|~ and thelr enstome, as e
el mrites® to Francis the First, Kine of  Franes mem

I . m the ®th of June I.lu\_\ ] whose narrative s abendly
Lmtion le Herrera, who believed that he retnrned to Foanes

’ thromgh some say that he did not, having died on the way 3 and
) re that on attempting to land he was eaten by Indinns e

omime vear. I he did not return to Florida afterwamds..
W yod, e easy to agree about it. The truth s, that an ol
> timwe. thene infested our Seas Juan Florentin, 2 Freneh puoratie,

\ w b meade himself famous from havine taken, in the year 152

the Shige 1w which Hernan Cortes was sendine to the Empense

¢ Chardes V. a present of gold, silver and other precious things, in

it the charge of Alonzo de Avila, whom he took a prisonen# and

;" amof bver ~hip coming to Spain from the Island of Santo Dhmingys,

vR o value, with which, and others, he returned to Franes
! ! rv mich, and made great presents to the Kimg Franeis, amid

: thowe of his court, who was astonished to see such riches.”

: ,l “He took acain to the sea. much honored and favoredl. aad

N with emeater forees and preparations; did ereat damage, andl took

i1 mmumserable prizes; and retiring to France with themg Re wous

i ; mett axear the Canaries this year by four Biseayan vesselk,. wih
¥ | took hie shipes and what they carried; carrying him a prisonen

) Seville, with others.  Thence they were sent to Madrid, Buti thiose

w o hoad influence and had been damaged throngh his violenes

clumoned for jusljee @ so he and the other Captams weme e

/" uterd, being hung m the Puerto del Pico as pirates, puibiie

nutions.”

auneta erroneously places the first capture in 1521 We R

Florentin took a Santo Domineo ship in

como se dice, que el mismo lo eserivio

Spamish reads

a0, O but he cannot mean to say ‘that he was not acquuinted! witti
) w Dettier Twelf in Ramusius.

# Who (Awila) having recovered his liberty went afterwards with Frneisses

Womtejo to the comguest of Yucatan as Royal Treasurer, keeping the muni

et leelkd im New Spain.  (Parenthesis in text.)
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but the Cortes treasures, with amoftber est India vessel, were
taken in 1523, In 1522 he w ir WAy rom the Canaries,
accordine to Viera, and also from ¢ mish coast, accordine to
Herrera® without earrying off any pr The conflict with the

Biscavans is the story told by Berna iz. This 1& thercfore a

very confused account, andgpal maect as 10 dates.  His

story of the execution 18 ev ke« at secomd hand from
Bernal Diaz, leavine but a slemder hearsay neport ag a foundation
for it. As before stated, ¢l nters aloné mention the
execution of Juan Florin.

It will be noticed also that he makes him sail along our coast

from north to south.

XIX.—DE VIERA

Notices of the general History of the Canary Islands, by Don
Joseph de Viera y Clavijo.  Madrd, 1772 b vols. 8q. Bvo.

Vol. I, Cap. XII, p. 204 (Casti M Tib )

Action of the Governor of Camary, Pedro Suarez de Castilla,
&e. (abridged).

““In the sixth vear of his covermmmemt, wihocdh as 1522, he sent out
veskels IHFHIII'UI;‘I seven bout: with uireramits for the Islands, and made
Juan Florin, the @orsair, release

He then betook himself to the WA d «: red 1wo vessels return

ing from America, sent by Cortes e Raumspm of miezuma, with

over 88m. Castellanos in bars of pearls” &c.

There are two Castillo manwsery myemtdoned 1 Y de Viera, in
his Prologo. The above extruet protxaisy irom the one 'n)‘
Don Pedro Acustin del Castillo of nerife, being a history of
the Islands. It would be interestime t k at this manuscript
carefully, as it may contain further details about the above occur-

rence.

* Dec. III Lib
13
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XX.—CORTESs DE VALLADOLID.

Las Cortes de v ladold e i 1 >2

Printed 1551

Peticion LXXIIL

“Jtem that the seas of the Kinodom of Granada and Andalusia,
and also those of Castille, beinge f i Maoorish, Turkish and
French corsairs; so -that e can traffic. and cevery day they

attack the forts and eapture persons and effects; and also other

damage, therefore your Highness 15 begoad that the fleet may

cruise in said seas; and that another fleet may be prepared, if neges-
gary, so that the seas mav b canexd m such a manner that com
merce can be carmied on, that the callevs mav 1w «<|vl|],’n‘-i and

entrusted tow person of experence and accustomed to maritime

matters, and that vour Highmess would provide in such a way

that these l\'m-_"nlwnh mayvy not suffer sach damage, vll\_'l'.n'v and
affront that no one dare leave his house, and merchants dare not
come to (astille, from fear of the corsairs, and from this reason

the goods that are brousht and emter the Kingdom are twice as
<'H~ll_\ as Ihn} used to be

To this we answer, that we appreciate what vou tell us, and it

is.right that measures should be taken, and we charge vou to
arrange among vourselves the manner and method which s to he
followed to remedy it, and advise ms thereof ; because what can
be provided acconding t ar means sha be done, and in the

providing of the evs we have already entrusted them to a

person experienced in the se

Peticion LXXIL

“ Further ; that a cuand of the 1t of Granada be provided,
as it was in the time of the Cath Rinos

To this we answer, that 1t <hall b ne.”

This is probably the petit alluded 10 by Peter Martyr, as

having been presented by the Council of the Indies in Decade
VII, Cap IV. It is, however, uncertain whether the sending of

an armed fleet under Domingo Alonzo to the Azores, was an

independent act of the Council of the Indies; or in accordance

with this decree.
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CORTES DE TOLEDO.,

Las Cort

Printed 1550,

Peticion XXIL

“ Also we entreat you esty th ce all the Kinedom and
the ¢ § le, a : 1 those of Andalusia, argAmuch
carsed (damniticada) by the beries which the Freneh and
Moors have comm I: and tinued ‘»i.--i“iA\‘n-I m:ny \hi"\
and merchandise of oreat , A ) ¢ aold from the Indies,

which thev have tal becanse o st< are not cuarded ; by

which your M ‘;»\‘_. < i . because the French l.r-n\i‘lw

themselves with our <hye. and the Moors take them also, and
with them carry on war, ¢ coasts will remaim without \'Ii'l
ping, from which sréa imawe will ensue to the whole Kinedom,
may vour Majesty be pleasesl to onder that in the Cities and places
in the land of Biseay and of Guypuscoa those who may wish to
do so may arm, vour 1jesty ondering and aiding them to do
this, and further providing thus for the sea coast as may be
required : and also 1§ he o of Andalusia and the Moorish
coast, may v Majesty onder this to be remedied and provided
for ; in such manner th he French and the Moors may not do
mischief as thev have dune therto 2 all which your Majesty has
promised many t . . ce of vour Roval mind and for
the honor and profit of the Kinedoms: and towards this his
Holiness has L fe " T £ many Bulls and Ill-]lll;‘tllux

To this we answer tha . old 1t a service for all those of our
Kinedoms who « . O ar for the above purpose; and to
aid in the outlay they r nake, we have ordered and now order
that dunng our Roya tem the fifth belanaine to us | prizes
taken shall be : > ince of which we order our
Couneil to make the required reg ions 3 and as for the coast
-_-u.n"L \\‘:»'xl\' O i of W ir 1o 1ssue wl'-ir)‘\_ to
provide that the coast | 1ade safe and well watched, that omr
xnll‘ljvi'[\ may not suffer

This decree was P ri aps } or 4, after the great
captures of the Mexican treasure vessels, and the Biscayans, who
met and captured a fleet of French Corsairs; probably fitted out

under its authornty.

“l
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Continual complaints of the ravages by French and Englisl
corsairs were made by the officials in the West Indies after the
year 1527.  The thirst of the \’-l'\bh monarchs for cold, and
the rapacity of individual adventurers, left the colonies poor, and
productive of little besides articles of intrinsic value So il
'l:h] l»t'!ll \'\'u'llllwl for I]n' 'lw‘h!n'- --f !'h' ~ l]'h l\.‘.ll\'l\ Jll“
provinces, that as late as 1535 there had been constructed hut
one fort for their defence® the poor one n the rort ol Sto,
Domingo, of which the historian Oviedo was alealde from 1533
to 1554, Ilis complaints of its poor condition;, with its ten
soldiers, a few small cannon and small supply of powder, were
unceasing. - This fort; and some minor defences at other points,
are said to have been constructed for defenee against the Indians
only, and not as a protection to the ports.

The only naval armament consisted; in 1541, of galleys at a
few popts;t and the sea was quite open to any daring foreign
adventurer. This defenceless condition became known to the
French and English, who soon took advantage of it, and their
privateers roamed in the Gulf and Canbbean Sea, entering ports
and seizing laden vessels in them, sacking towns or I vving ran
som, and refitting in places which dared not refuse supplies.

Some of the English vessels had French pilots; who were
better acquainted with the routes to the islands and the coasts
there than their own, the Freneh havine been the first to inangu
rate privateering at the sources of the supply of precious metals,

From this time the pursuit of Spanish treasure became unceas
g, and was continued for a century and a half by the French
or English, the Duteh also enternine the hists after shakine off the
Spanish yoke.  The history of .”" early buceaneers has not heen
written, but many tales of the exploits of their successors have
been gathered.  Spain paid dearly for her colonial policy of
exclusion; and reaped no lasting benefit' from her possessions in
the New World. :

* Doc. In., 1864, 581
‘ See in reference to the above : Oviedo, Herrera, and Documentos ll\l'di"“,

)

particularly the volume for 1864, pages 1215, 511-134%-70-72-75 8183
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XXIL—ROUTES TO AND FROM THE WEST INDIES.

No settied route from Spain to the West Indies had heen
pursued until Pedrarias Davila, in 1514, going to Castilla del Oro
(Darien), with a fleet, took advantage of all that could shorten
the navigation; and his path across the ocean was theneeforth
:ulul'lwl as the recular one to be followed.  Oviedo, Herrera,
('l\ln"lt'\ and others deseribe the route outward and inward
circumstantially.

The first course outward from Spain was to Gran Canaria,
Gomera or Palma, occupying eight or ten days) where supplies
were taken in. Taking a departure from Ferro, a course was
made WS W LS toward the Northerly windward Islands,
favored by the Brisas or trades; endeavoring to sicht La Deseada
and Dominiea.  This conurse, occupyving about twenty-five days,
was estimated at 750 leacues.  On a oreat cirele, it measures 721
\'lv:llliJl ]l'il'_’lll", or 2,470 nautical miles. Vessels |r:|\”) steered
would go wide of the mark, and first make the leeward islands,
or even the coasts of Honduras, From Dominica they would
generally make for the city of Santo Domingo, on the south side
of Hispaniola; unless bound for Ticerra Firme. The whole voyage
was made in about thirty-five to forty days; and the vessels bound
to the Northerly Islands would sail in April or May, but if for
Tierra Firme, in August or September.

The return vovage was made in a higher latitude, in order to
avoid the trades and meet the north-west winds, At first, vessels
passed out into the ocean through the old Bahama channel; hut
after the Florida channel had bheen discovered by Alaminos; and
the corsairs beeame troublesome, they were ordered to rendezvous
at Havannah, and sail in fleets for mutual protection. Thenece
they kept well to the north) sometimes sichting the Bermudas,
and generally stoppigg at the Azores.  If the Azores could not
be made; a course was made to Cape Blanco.  From cither of these
points the course was taken toward Cape St. Vincent, in Portu-

gal.  In the winter season the lower course, in lat. 33 deg.

was
preferred.  Twenty or thirty days was the average time of the
voyage to the Azores; and fifteen or twenty thence to San Lucar,

thouegh much better time was sometimes made, while others were
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three or four months on the way. The start from New Mexico,

or Havannah, was generally made early in May.

We give the above in order tondicate the stations which the

corsairs would most likely select to waylay Spanish vessels;-and

the seasons at which they might expect them.  About 1527 the

French and English corsairs found that by following the trades

to the West Indies; they could hetter aftack the treasure-laden .

vessels of the Spaniards before they |1:Nf\g‘:|l|u‘rm| at their ren

) . - . i
dezvous m Cuba.  The precautions taken to guard them after

they had thus met together almost put an end to the wateh of

the corsairs around the Azores and Cape St. Vineent, which had

pro¥ed so profitable to Verrazano.

XXIV.—SUPPRESSION OF GEOGRAPHICAL KNOW
LEDGE BY SPAIN.

The jealous secretiveness of Spain regarding her marine charts

has been noticed in another note, and therefore the appearance

of a chart of the West Indics in .\l:ll'l)'l"s Decade of the Ocean,

in 1511, must have been unauthorized and probably distasteful

to the government.  Curiously enough, the King, in this very

year, forbids the communication of Spanish charts to foreigners;

and it may be that this measure was dictated by the publication

of this chart as much as by the Portuguese attempt to get maps

from Vespucius. Possibly this may have led to a suppressiom of

the book, for but very few copies of it are now known. The

next editions; of 1516 and 1530 (this last, the fullest one, and

published after his death) have no maps at all.

No maps by Columbus or by the Spanish explorers of America

were ever published.  We have none by Cortes or Pizarro,

Magellan or Gomez, but they all prepared dranghts of their dis-

coveries, no doubt, that served the Pilotos ,‘/«[[w‘m‘ in the com-

pilation of fhe fine manuscript charts preserved in European

libraries.  In fact, we find many references to such charts, but

very few of them are now known.

No official general charts of the Americas were published in

Spain until 1790, but several sketches, such as Pedro de Medina’s

of 1545,
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of 1545, appeared in Spanish works after the middle of the six-
teenth century. The first general map of the new continent,

published from Spanish authorities, is that by Sebastian Cabot in

his \l;l;illllllllv]i of 1544, of which but one copy, found 'l} the late

Von Martius of Munich, and scig to the Roval library in Paris
in 1843, is now known.  Cespedes; in 1606, speaks of it as having
been presented to the King of Spain. Its rarity can only be
explained by the desire to suppress it by Spanish authority; and
the loss of Cabot’s papers and memoirs after his death, in 1556,
was, no doubt, the result of the same jealous desire to SUppress a
general knowledee of the Spanish colonial empire. The attempts
made to represent the New World by Hylacomilus, in 1513, by
Schiner and Apianus; in 1520, and Gemma Frisius; in 1525, were
mere cuesses at the real outlines of- America, until the general
interest taken in the Spanish discoveries after the conquest of
Mexico, and the wonderful voyage of Magellan, brought out the
tolerably accurate map of Oronce Fing, of Dauphiné in 1531,
Severe penalties were threatened, and death was to be the punish-
ment of those who allowed strangers to get v‘nldc'\’ of Spanish
charts. These charts, however, must have fallen, at times, into
the hands of foreioners, and our navigator, no doubt, had found
several such in his prizes; and thus the routes to the Indies
became known to the English and French.  Spanish pilots may
have entered foreign service, but if so theéy probably assumed an

aliaz, and but one such is named up to the year 1530,

XXV.—FAMILY OF VERRAZANO.

Two Eulogies of Giovanni de Verrazano appeared in Florence
about the same time.  One, which we have not seen, was included
by Giuseppe Allegriniy, a printer in Florenee, in the second
Voldme of the work entitled Ritratti ed Flogi degli Uomini
Tlhvixtre della Toscana, 1763, The other was prepared by Giuseppe
Pelli for the same work, but was for some reason, not accepted,
and w ;l- printed separately by the author, with a preface men-
tioning the above facts, in 1769, It is siened G. P, but we learn

the name of the author from Tiraboschi. Pelli also published
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Memoirs for the life of Dante, a work of some value, and which
was republished in 15823,

The notice of Verrazano is entitled Elogio | di Gioranni da
|>4/'/"/;:/un’ Fiorentino A\.-u/,,-,'l,.,-. della Nuora Franecia nel
Secolo XN VI | |Colophon.]  In Firenze MDCCLXIX. | Nella
Ntamperia di Giuseppe Allegrini, e Comp. | Square octavo,
pp- X

The copy we have consulted, perhaps the only one in this coun-
try, was purchased at the Kirkup sale, London, December, 1871
and was kindly loaned to us by the Hon. Henry C. Murphy.

The family of Verrazano is considered by Pelli; to have
come from Verrazan® a place in the Val di Greve, a few miles
South of Florence (which in the twelfth century belonged to
the De Bertoldis ¢ da Panzano), and at the time of his writing
still held property there. The same writer says that the Gon-
falonierate was twice held by members of the family, and the
Priorate about forty times. He names Ludovico di Francesco
di Baccio da Verrazano, as having distinguished himself when
Governor of Leghorn and Commander of the galleys of San
Stefano.

His eulogist states that his parents’ names were Piero Andrea
di Bernardo [di Bernardo] da Verrazano, and Fiametta Capella,
4

Giovanni was certainly born after | . and had a brother, who
was of the Priori in 1529, (possibly the Hicronimus who made
the chart, now preserved in Rome, which Mons. Thomassy has
des I.lbu"l.’

The |rlw1r.||-||t r adds that he had se< n, in the possession of the
family, a copy of Ramusius with a MS. treatise on navigation
added to the letter, which was no doubt a copy of the one
scen in the Magliabechian Library, by Mr. Greenc in?‘ﬂ_ and
:i\t nin Vol. I of the l'l’ﬂ«'tv-hlr_“ of the New York IHistorical

Society, New Se ri~-~, 1841, Besides the above, Pelli 11i\1'\ some

* There whose modern name s verv like that of our navi

rator’s, viz., Verraza, the ancient Voragina or Varagio, a few miles west

is a place,

of Cogoletto, one of the places which claims 0 be the birthplace of Colum

bus. Verraza is on the Ririera de Pomente eighteen miles west of

ipbailding

Genoa, a place where much sl and the birthplace of
Jacopo di Voragine, a Dominican, Archbishop of Genoa in 1292, and the

compiler of the curious collection of stories known as the Golden Legend
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other details; not immediately relating to our Navigator, and
notices in a brief manner the voyage of 1524, from the text of
Ramusins, without a suspicion that a copy of perhaps the origi
nal letter was preserved close at hand, in the city where he was
writine.

No doubt the family history could be traced with greater cer
tainty by a modern Italian scholar, versed in such studies.  We
can add one or two names to the family, that may assist investi
gators. .\ fine Manuseript sermon, written in the neatest style
of Italian seript, signed at the end  Merander Verrazinus
escripsit. MCCCCLXXXNXIIHL” was procured by us from the
above mentioned sale of Baron Kirkup's library) lot No. 4035
This may have been an uncle of Giovanni’s; who had taken holy
|>I'1|t‘l'\.

We find the same Christian name mentioned in Coronelli’s
/',V/H-/unn "U-\'lun://'”/‘/r/rd, |:l|lﬁ|i\|u-'| ilI(."liP‘_'llt' in 1693, At page
263 we read, after a short notice of the voyage of 1524, “that
one of the same family, named Alessandro, was living at that
date in Florence.”

In the letter of Annibale Caro, of October, 1537, the Verra
zano who is addressed as a Mapmaker and traveller, and as hay
ing a brothgr also a navigator, was probably Hieronimus; author
of the Mapamundi.  Mr. Smith; however, in his Inquiry of 1864
treats this letter as a fiction and literary jew d’esprit, hut we are
of a contrary opinion.

Mr. Greene 8ays that the I}llrxil.\‘ bhecame extinet in Florence ln}
the death of the Cavaliere Andrea da Verrazano, who died there
in 1819,

~Since the above was written we have seen the work first men
tioned and find that it adds nothing to what was already known,
concerning our navigator, though some details may be gleaned
from it not contained in Pelli’s Eulogy. The work in which this
l‘;l1|~t:} appears 1s entitled, “ Serie di Rittrati &’ Uomini Tlustri
Toscani con gli Elogi istorici dei medesimi,” &c. [title engraved, ]
Firenze, appresso Giuseppe Allegrini.  In four large imp. folio

vols. with engraved portraits; &e. Many of these are engraved

by Francesco Allegrini.  The dates of the vols. are 1766-68-70

and 73. The F.u|nf_'_\. with portrait of Verrazano, is under No. 30,

.in the second volume. It is signed AL C. Noand in the “arr

14
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timento.” the author of it is not named, but is said to be a relative
(agnato) of the jurist Antonio Maria Rosati. Pelliis here acknow
ledoed to be the chief editor of the work. The present I‘:||]|N_'-\~

1s before said, was substituted for the one he had prepared,; in

consexpuence of some unexplained misunderstanding.

The name is here spelt Verrazzano. On the authority of Cosimo
della Rgna, the family is said to be of Lombard origing to have
<e'tt el n {he Val di Greve Land r||l|ly|| Cltize H"Iil! in Florence
n 1190, One of them in 1260 was A Guelf leader, another in

1425 was a veneral oFdhe DukeSt Milan, and Francesco, the
Governor of Leghorn is said to have been much honored by
Philip the Fourth of Spain. His mother is farther identified as
Fiametta (di Barowe, di Giovanii, di Filippo) Capelli.  With
Pelli, the author assumes that he was not born before 1480, as his
name is not found on certain Registers ( Clatasto) that close with
that vear.

This Eulogist then speaks of the voyage to America, from the
letter as eiven in Ramusius, referrine to Charlevoix, &e., but
addine nothing to what we fnln.nll_\ know except that he draws
attention to the manuseript copy of the letter, with its cosmo
graphical appendix, in the Strozzi library.  (Pelli saw-this appen
dix in MS. in the family copy of Ramusius)) It was therefor
from this reference that Tirabosehi was probably enabled to refer
to this version of “the letter in its first form, which Mr. Greene
the New York Historical Society, who published it

In a closing note, the author speaks of a portrait of the navi
gator, hangine in the Real Galleria Medicea, in the Series of
Illustrious Men, and as amone the famous Seamen, under
No. 37.  He also mentions a medal) struck in his honor, as
desenibed in the “ Tramoggia de Aunale Secondo della Acade
wia Colomdsaria™ under No. 139.

The Portrait accompanying this Eulogy is probably of very
doubtful authenticity. It represents a good looking man in
armor, with a &afon 1n his l‘i:'il hand. Under the lwl'l rait there
15 a coat of arms, which if it really represents the bearings of the
family, 15 cuniously suggestive of nautical pursuits, It has a large
eight pointed star, gules, with a small shield on the dexter chief

bearing a double flewr de lis, all on a ficld party per pale, or and

argent.
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argent. This seems to bhe an attempt at a marine compass, and
recalls the arms of Amalfi, where that instrument 1s said to have
been invented or I!n'lrw\wl by Flavio Gioja.

Under the Portrait is the following Inseription;, Grovaxyr pi
Pier ANprEA DI BERNAERDO DA VERRAZZANO | PATRIZIO
Flror™ ¢rRAN cAPIT™ COMANDANTE IN MAREF PER Il. RF

SRISTIANISSIMO FRANCESCO PRIMO, | E DISCOPRITORE DELL.A
Niova Fraxcra. nato circa il MODLXXNXV morto neld
WD XN V.| Dedicato al merito singre dell Tllmo ¢ Rir™o Nigr*
Lodorico da Verrazano Patri: io, ¢ Canonico Fiorentino vI:/uvl’w
del 1ned Preso dal l‘)um/,-u I//A,'_,/,',,,,/, tn Tela exizente JIresso la
xm/“ \Au/u‘/ I';I/uf.r///./!, (r‘, Xru‘/‘/:/- r/:/_' / '///f/""’/’ inei s 1767 |

XXVL—CRIGNON, PARMENTIER, ESTANCELIN.

L. Estancelin published at Paris; in 1832 in 8° his *“ Recherches
sur les l',.‘//uf/,\' et Deconvertes des _\'/(/'/4,/://, wurs Normands. He
was the fortunate discoverer, among the papers of Mons. Tarbé of
Sens; of an glepunt of the voyage of Jean Parmentier, of Dieppe,
to Sumatra, in 1529, which was prefaced by a cosmographical
treatise.

This last was given in Italian by Ramusius; in his collection,
Vol. 111, 1556, folios 423 to 431. Ramusius regrets not being
able to give the name of the author of this “ Dizcorso,” and had
apparently not seen the second part, which is the Voyage to
Sumatra in 1529,

The manuscript discovered by Estanceling is considered by him
to be of a contemporancous hand. He gives it in full] adding
the Italian part as found in Ramusius.  The first part; however,
alone interests us, as containing perhaps the first wntten evidence
alluding to the vovage of Verrazano.

Mons. Margry, in his Navigations Francgaises; ete., pages 130,
199, considers Pierre Crignon, the companion of Parmentier, to
have been the author of the Discourse and Narrative. Parmentier,
the commander of the expedition; died December 3, 1529, in
Cevlon. There is no evidence that Crignon was the anthor of

the Discourse, although he was a good naviegator, and wrote a

treatise on the variation of the magnetic needle.
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DESMARQUETS.

he Spanish maps of 1527 and 1529 by/Color

hich were made up from the very reports of \\yllon
nd as Peter Martyr’s work was probably unk

o of the Memoir of 1539, it seems that we have

commeidence,  One might as well make Powhatt

essee out of two of the other names.

copper globe of 1542, by Ulpianus, (preseryed

1
k Histo

rical Nociety); we find, in the fosition

Norumbega, an attempted latinized form
lla.  This seems to be its first appearance on a map
map of Hicrommus Verrazano shows, however, in the photo

wpy of it before us; a trace of a name like Norumbega.

XXVIL—DESMARQUETS.

Jean Antoine Desmarquets; author of the Memoires Chronolo
s de Dieyppse, ete., Paris; 2 vols,, 12

, 1785, (Vol. I page 100,)
Thomas Aubert, on his voyage to Newfoundland i Ox
mpean m HAIII"I '/"/N ',(/.(,\‘V”. “~ ;x|'~r-v|‘|~'~ }.L\"
im the old archives of l)[t"»lu‘, buf from the tenor of

om 1he ‘”l""‘"h he does not consider this §erass
person as ) er

, 11

1 11 \!I

razano, the Florentine
in the vear 1508 these two captains, in two ve

awrence River for more than 50 leasud

yphiveal miles), naming it thus because they began
it saunt’s dav, the 10th of Aucust.
‘

markable statement is entirely 1solates], and |

en verified and confirmed.  As the archives of Die
troved in the bombardment and conflagration of

author of these memoirs had little else to consu
ords, his early history of Dieppe is not con
There is good evidence that Thomas Aubert d
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l Make
in that year, but the name of Verrassen is not
sew here mentioned.

The evident desire of “t‘\lll:l!'!lll!l* to lessen the ment
]

jues (artier, of St. Malo, a rival seaport, as having discovered

S Lgwrence in 1534, has perhaps led him jnto putting faith
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the use

Estamoclin, a Dieppese himself, and a elose student of wiiu

) ) . .
t off the early history of his native place (and whose il

comned ¢

used by Desmarquets, as that author states m s thus:

‘\H'I ~'< N

found no such name as Verrassen associated with

counsell

op. cit., p. 43 and 222,
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RIBAULT

XXVIIL

in 1524,

COnee Il]i

Monte

Ribault, who sailed for Florida from Havre de Grace an

" sth of February (O, S)), 1562, but did not leave the tonstt mew

Brest tll the end of February, determined to cross the oeean chap. X

3 a dimeet lime, supposing that he was the first one to antemyt ness of t
wettime or not knowing that Verrazano had done it Betlen when he

\ sew Hak Soc.: Div. \\Q_,mli!u] by F. Winter Jones, pp:. -4 The o
U st ||,<-\vm.|

He savs: “1 determined to prove a newe course which hu

ati« m]nlwl. ete., to make the furthest arte andl tnam attention

advance

thee seas, that ever was made in our memorie or knowlidy
-‘. ‘ mitmde from the East to the West.”
They sighted Florida on the last of April, having been dislh

articles 1

to the E

may be

i mms, being, therefore, two months on the vovage, whudi

g r run, considerine the unfavorable season of the gear. am that woe
‘ mperfect build of the vessels of those days. Indies, i
1‘! was fifty days on the voyage from Wauliaim wnd to t

‘ their ady

'l‘lll r
shows he
HICS., \

these fel

XXIX.—TAVANNES MEMOIRS, 15386,

s 1o be foupd in the Memoirs of Gaspard by such

Seiomenr de Tavannes, of 1536, a curious passage ® (whicl we
amslated for the Historical Magazine, Vol. VI 1342, p *See N
, which the author dwells on the rise of prices, cansed By Coleccion
1850, pp
+ See Py

* First privately printed; re published, 1657, and mecluded in Phtitor by Fernan

heetiiom, Tom. 23, Ser. I, p. 238
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XXX ANDRE THEVET, 1557

Thevet does not, in hrs =5 rete = e ba Firanoe I/,f.u-.'/'f’/m‘“

557, allude to Vermzanos vovame This work is “senerally
supposed to have appeared in Pans and at Antwerp, 1558, but
we have a copy with the prmt Pans 1557, In his * Cosmo
"//.1//‘/1/" ,//H"/‘ﬂ/’/'r,” PR sPeaks Of ?’lr\_ ‘»HT Hll!} from l]ll‘
published letter. Thevet, sever, 1 a poor authority, for his
statements are often false, amd his omissions many. Jean de

Lery does not hesitate to call him a superlatively impudent liar.

XXXL—BELLEFOREST, 1570.

Frangois de Belleforest, in his “ Histoire Universe e du Monde”
1570, writine, book 4. about the New Lands, smive# details, taken
from Ramusius, concernine Vernasam (as he calls him), but in a
marginal note, eives the cormect mame, Loise, 10 the island off the
toast, which Verrazano said was named after the King's mother.
It does not appear, however, that he had anv map of the explora
tions before him, while he expressly adds that he had not met
with any other acgvunt, wroks, concerning the Florentine,
except in his Memoir, m r the letter to the King. 'lHe
appears to have misunderstood Ramusus, for the death of Verra

zano 1s noted by him as havime oocurmed about the year 1524.

ITALIAN VERSIONS OF HEADING TO

THE LETTER.

X XXIL THE

N
I. Extracted from Collections New York Histemicsl Seciety, New Seriee, Vol. I, 1841, p. 55

Punctuated from Greene's gueuion in Nerth Lmeonican Beview, October, 1837, p. 204

Il Capitano Giovanni da Verrarmamo, fiorentino di Normandia

alla Serenissima corona di Fra a dio
Da poi la fortuna passata melle spaagee settentrionale, Ser™®

Signore, non serissi a vosira seremissimxa et cristianissima Maesta,
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legmi, che quella mando per
pensando di tutto sia stata
~ rze de venti fammo constretti,
Dalfina affliti, neorrtre in brettaena,

nteso 1l discorso facemmo con

quell ite o T di Spagna; di poi la nuova
d Spesiz ¢ X L In secuire la ]-‘v'nm navigazione,

dalla q oielo ¥ | g adviso a V.S, M. di t]ll»llw

abbiamo

fol. 420

& dopo la fortuna
havuta ne ar ntr Y I1 quanto era delle quattro Navi
secuito, Jda \ [ date @ discoprire nuove terre per 'Oceano,
credendo che di « convenientemente la fosse stata
informata. Hora esepte le daro a quella notitia, come
dall’ impeto de ven on le due Navi, Normaffa, & Delfina,
fummeo constrettl eosi ma litionate come si ritrovavano scorrere
‘H”JI;!WYI;"I| dove = - rono secondo 1l Ir!\-':luvl':u'wvnv\.lh,
& ben armematte, p thu d pagna ce nandammo in corso. il
che V. M. haver €SO per rofitto che ne facemmo.  Dipoi
con la Delfina sola fexe % TALIONE SCOPTIT NUOVI pacsiy per
non 1A~A'|V' Imperieciia i 1A 1a navigatione: I]x"l-'llllw!l'ln
hora a Vostra Maesta r re, ac che di tutto 1l successo sia

cons l[‘r\~'v

XXXIIL —COSMOGRAPHICAL PORTION OF THE
LETTER. '

[1.] It remains for me to narrate to vour Majesty the order

of the saxdl naviea s newands ¢ ~~'n~:r|'.|‘\ As above said,

starting from the before < oned rocks, which ar |-|,|1'ul on

the bounds of the West a Ie 1 to the ancients, and from the

meridian drawn throaet ‘ortunate Islands, in 32 degrees of
latitude from the equator of emisphere; sailing to the West,

unto the first land, we found 1 ecarues, which contain 4 R0(

miles, counting foar miules per league according to marntime usage,

15
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[The following passages are obscure; and we have paraphrased

them as we understand them. |

I;’.l The proportion 3! of the diameter to the cirele, would
e

make the above distance 92, deorees, 1In lat. 34 deorees, that

of the land first discovered by us. The chonl or diameter of a

oreat cirele luf J('i"] b e 114, | o l would make this LB e de-

grees at the equator, in degrees of 62 mhles each, as fixed by
many who have determined it. Thus we h: 12759.% miles [in
lat. 34°] which, divided l»_\ 360, makes each deerce n lat. 34
Mllljll to 5249 miles, Besides this, we have reckoned that 1,200
leacues in a straight line from West to East, from the meridian
of thote rocks, which are in lat. 32 at. 34° would also give
those 9228 degrees, and thus much more have we sailed to the
West than was known to @e ancients.

[3.] Thisdistance was noted by us as to longitude with various
instruments, sailing without lunar eclipses or other observation
for the movement of the sun.  Seecking always the height [of the
sun| at the time that was proper, the ship was run geome trically
[the distiince estimated], by the difference between the [midday |
horizons, the interval from one meridian to the other being fally
noted in alittle book; together with the nise of the sea [current | in
every climate at different times or hours, which, we think, will
not prove useless to navigation With the best wishes for
[advancing]| learning, I present it to your Majesty.

[4.] My intention was to reach | perrenire| by this navigation
to (‘.Ilh:t‘\. in the extreme east of \sia, X e tine | howeve 1’] té
meet with new land such as was found as an obstacle, but I had
reason to suppose that it was not hopeless to penetrate to the

eastern ocean.  This opinion was held by all the ancients; and it
was positively believed as certain that our ocean was one and the
game as the eastern one of India; without any interposition of
land.  Aristotle affirms this, arguing by varous comparisons;
which opinion is much opposed to the modern one, and by expe-
rience proved false, because land is already found, unknown to
those ancients, another world as regarnds the one known to them.
It appears really to show itself to be larger than our Europe,
Africa

will briefly show it in a short discourse to your Majesty.

and even Asia, if we rightly judge of the size of it as 1

[5.] The Spaniards have sailed on a mendian 205
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rased AWest of the Fortunate Islands, towards the South, to 54 deorees
[South] bevond the equator; wher they found the Tand withont

vould a termimation; then turning North to the equinoctial, following

that the shore to 8 degrees from the equator, then [the Tand ran| more
to the West, inclining to the North [N, W. ] as the said meridian

runs, the shore continuing to 21 degrees [ N. lat. ], finding no end

to it 4] ln_\ have satled 20577 decrees, which, added to the 20009

s [in [comp. ante]; make 11085 dearees; and so much they have saled
34 more to the West, from the said meridian of the Fortunate

1,200 Islands, in the parallel of 21 degrees of latitude.  This distanc

1dian has not been verified by us; not having madeé this navigation. It

give may vary a little more or less. We have caleulated it geometri

o the cally from the notices of many nautical men who are familia
with it, who affirm that it is 1,600 leagues, judging by the esti-

irious mate of the run of the vessel according to the nature of the

ation wind. In the succeeding voyage T hope that, in a short time, we

f the shall have further proof.  On the other hand, we in this our

ically navigation made by vour Majesty’s order, besides the 92 degrees

1day] which we made from the said meridian towards the West, to the
fully first Land found in 34 degrees, sailed 300 leagues to the E and
nt|in 100 leacues to the North, the shore of the land continuine to the

. will East, until we reached 50 deorees,

s for [6.] Weleft the land which in past times was found by the
Portugnese, which they followed farther to the north, reaching
to the Aretie Cireley leaving its termination unknown,  Therefore,
putting the Northern with the Southern latitude, that is the 54

I had deorees with the 66 deorees, I|<<_\ make 120 deorees, which is

o the more than i1s contained in the latitude of Afriea and I‘,y|y.»|u-

ined 1t For measuring from the extreme of l‘:mu|u_ which are the limits
d the of Norway standing in latitude 71 degrees [ 717 127] to the extrem
on of of Africa; which is the Cape of Good Hope in latitude 35

>

ISCMIS, degrees l 34° 51, both nearly correct], it only makes 106 degrees

CXr If the breadth of the said land corresponds in proportion with
wn to its maritime front, there ean be no doult but that it exceeds the
them. size of Asia. In such a shape we find the globe of the earth
irope, much larger than it was held to be by the ancients; contradicting
as | the mathematicians in recard to the sea beine smaller, for we
have seen the contrary by our own experience, and as to its land

area, this is; we judge, not less than that of the water.  As things
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appear, I have better hope and with rhore reason to exhibit to your
Majesty all this new land or new vorld of which we have de
seribed the size as above.  We know that Asia joins Africa; and
are certain that it is united with Europe by Norway and Russia,
and thus know that it is false, accordine to the ancients; that
they could have sailed f6m the promontory of the Cimbri to the
the .t'.h'\\:il"l along the whole north reaching to the Caspian Sea.
They likewise [falsely] affirmed that it [the world] was enclosed
|n‘!\\.u'1 n two seas only, situated to the East and West, and that
these two did not meet each other, for heyond 54 degrees from
the equator, towards the South [the land] extends to the east
through a great space, and to the North, passing beyond 66
deorees, turning then towards the East till it reaches 70 degrees.

I hope to have within a brief period more certainty about it,
with the assistance of your Majesty, whom may the omnipotent
God favor with lasting glory, in order that we may see the best
results of this our cosmography accomplished in the holy words
of the Evangel.

On the ship Delfina in Normandy, in the port of Dieppe, the

Sth of .'III}. 1524.
Humilis servitor,

JANUS VERRAZANLUS.

XXXIV.—NOTES ON TIE COSMOGRAPHICAL PORTION
OF THENLETTER.

1. This cosmographical appendix, if entirely the work of
Verrazano, shows him to have been well versed in the cosmo
graphical knowledge of the time. e had probably acquired all
the cotemporary information that was to be had from the imper
feet treatises on the ~]v||t re 'r_\ ])llr!wlll_\\ Nacro |'w~('u, .\'-i:lml\7
Gemma Frsius and others; that were studied then.

The first regular treatise on Navigation was that of Raymond
Lullius of 1294. Pigafetta, the companion of Magellan; com
posed a small one about 1530, and Francisco Falero wrote on the
longitude; but the first works of general authority on this subject
were Pedro de Medina’s Arte de Navegar, of 1545, and Martin
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Cortes” of 1551, whidh were eage I'].\' translated into other lan

ZuaAges, fj

6

The proportion of 1145 [1145 misprint] to 360, which he

g ceems to assume as the ratio of the diameter to the circumference,

Is a4 convenient but not very correet oney as it fails on the third
decimai®  The curious proportion discovered by Metius of 113
to 355 [11, 33, 555 so casily rememberd -l[, 1s correct to the sixth
decimal. However, he assumes an equatorial degree to he 621
Italian miles, or 15,625 leagues, and thus finds that in latitude

jt would measure about 525 ymles, which is nearly true, for it
would be exactly 51™ 815,

At 60 geographical miles to a degree, in latitide 39°, the de
gree of longitulle is 46 ™ 635 in Jatitude 41° 30, 44™ 94, and in
latitude 44°, 43™ 16.

It will be observed that he assumes to have sailed 92,1 degorees
from Madeira to the mll of America.  On his estimate of

miles to a degree at the cquator, and that in latitude 34° a degpee

623
will contain 52.22 miles, he makes his voyage tohave been 4,804
miles.  This is a great overestimate, for there are only 46° 36
great circle degrees from Madeira to Cape May. This equals
2,433 of his miles; or 2,796 nautical miles, for the true distance
from Madeira to Cape Mav. He, of course, knew nothing of great
cirele sailing,t and steered as due west from Madeira as }H'\~l|'|l‘,
and the storm, with deviations from his course, may have made
his voyage perhaps one-third longer, say 3,244 of his miles, or
3,728 nautical miles.

On the chart of 1529, the difference of longitude bhetween
Madeira and his landfall is only 63°) therefore much less than this
estimate; but no measurement is possible or charts of that pro
jection.  However, adopting as scale the Spanish estimate of
750 leagues from the Canaries gj.lln Windward Islands, the

*Archimedes showed that the proportion was comprised between 3 10-70
aind 310-71. Verrazano uses the first fraction

{ Pedro Nunez, or Nonnius, the inventor of the scale for readine subdi
visions of small lines and ares, first proved in 1537 that oblique rhumb lines
are spirals.  Great circle or middle latitude sailing was first introduced in
1623

The log line invented by Bourne in 1537, was not generally used until long

afterwands
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chart would make his vovace half as much more, say 1125 Spanish
leacues of 171 to a degree.

Nome correction, therefore, of his e<stimate was made by him-
self or by the mapmaker on 1 - This is proved by an
inspection of ity for the difference of tude between the Can-
artes and Guadalupe 15 given 857, I Very mear the real
difference, 41° 11 T hfference of Tt uede tween Ireiand
and Newfoundland s «

3. He sayvs that ne
1523, there was an e
Paris time; but in 1524 the only one wrs February 19, 7 digits,
at 113 A M In the prosition he wa en . this shieht obscura
tion happened just before sunrise wald not be observed.  In
1525 there was a total e hpse ol . i, al P. M., Jan. 2,
which he would have ob=erved he vovage had been made in
that year.  His statement fixes the date of the vovage as of 1524,

He estimated the lonoitude, as | aivs, by a reckoning from
day to day \s he was, of course, not aware of the strong cur
rent known as the Gulf stream, he was carned much more to the
north than he expecte I Th ttle ook he S]x ks of, which
must have been a kind of

t. His intention, lLike tl of slun ! bot, Cortereal and
others, was to discover a AWay 1a. and nust have been
l.unl'\ (llwl»'mn.r»«l it his farlare nd a stran .m:_;‘mﬂxul
direction.  He appears to have hegrd « vilon's voyag in 1520,
from his evident desire to make lar ta . and was well
informed concerning Terra Nova, bat the ancxplored gap offered

ist hope for discovery, I

This short passage abo thay thaddie= a volume of thought
which is left nnrecordes t fa I other noble adven
turers before and sinee MOW € 1 ¢ the search for a
SeLWaY, even an impractic able one, 1 goal for ambitious
cpirits

The wonderfal taies abor andd Khan had led Columbus
to the discovery of the western Indie h turned out to be
wiriferous, and Cortes had | n a barbaro ~1m;.'n(_ whose
riches were much exacoerated. makine mer nk that the New

World was |~rl aips tl qual hape art of that fabled

Cathay, first described by Carpini and |
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It was natural; therefore, to suppose that other rich empires
might be found in these recions, and this caused Hernando de
Soto, i 1539-42, to seek for one in the vast and unknown land
known as Florda.

5. The remarks on Magellan’s voyage, if penned in 1524, prove
that he was well informed on that subject. The first circumnavi

gation of the globe was completed by the return of the Vittoria,

under Sebastian, EI Cano, September 7, 15220 Peter Martyr at

once prepared an account of the vovage, which was sent to the
Pope, but it was lost at Rome in the viots of 1527, and no copy
of it is now known. The first printed account of it as prepared
by Maximilian of Transylvania, seeretary of the Emperor, in the
form of a letter; addressed to the Archbishop of Salzbure, dated
Valladolid, October 24,1522, appeared in Rome, November, 1523
and acain in February, 1524,

Verrazano, in January, 1524, could hardly have seen this before
gatling, but mayv have read it after his return.  Among the
various papers taken by himg before 1524, from Spanish prizes,
he may have learned of the departure of Magellang and had,
perhaps; conversed with some of the companions of Gomez, and
of El Cano.

His expression, therefore, “that he had calenlated the distanees
sailed by Magellan, from the observations of many navigators,”
proves him either to have been very well informed about that
vovage, or else that the appendix was written some time after
the date of the letter atself.?

The 300 leagues run northwardly, and 400 castwardly, along the
coast, make up the 700 spoken of at the close of the letter.  H
does not mean that he satled 700 leacues alone the coast, but
that by rhumbs he had estimated the coasts discovered to be 500
leagues, and that his latitudes and departures made up 700,

By his own estimate, therefore, supposing his leagues to mean
miles of about 60 to the deeree, he had run five deorees of lati
tude, and about cight degrees (of fifty miles each) of longitude
This is very near the probable extent of his range. \

6. By the explorations as far as the Aretie Cirele, made by the

Portuguese, he alludes to the discovery of Greenland by them,

* Compare, however, with Carlis’ letter, who, in 1524, refers to it
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ch is now admitted, for Gaspar Cortereal no doubt
(), and 1t was represented on the early Portnguese

ra ded laboratore, or Terra Corterealis, though this

s now restricted in its :1]»]»]i(':lliull. We have '_Imul

to believe that Newfoundland, under the name of Isla
aned Werne de Satang was known and visited by the Portu-
1s early as 1445, and soon afterwards by the Bretons; but

t question cannot be discussed here.

Vermazano's ~1|~'-4.1Hl-»|i\ on the extent of the New '\\,“'_].l 18
the first one of its kind, and as an original suggestion is very
remarkable.  He does not distinetly aver his belief in the separa
tion of Asia from Ameneca, but imfers, from the fact that the
three great divisions of the Old World are .i“illwl !ugrlllrl'. that
Amernica may be also joined to them. By the land of the South
ern Hemisphere, he designates the land left to the south by
Magellan, which, until the actual doubling of Cape Horn by
Comelison Schouten, of Horn in Holland, in 1619, was considered

ontinental land, and was represented on maps as

o entirely around the Antarctic regions; in about latitude
deg. south. The Spaniards soon discovered the insular
the Terra del Fuego, but did not publish this fact; and
s Drake, in October, 1578, had done th€ same, calling
ithemn cape Terra nune bene cognita, Schouten's
er, was the most widely published, and has thus

ched ot

XXX\ EXAMINATION OF THE VOYAGE ACROSS
THE ATLANTIC.

5 davs making the threefifths of his voyage or 1200

the 2000 that he estimated the whole to be, and was

West.  This without allowance for currents or devia

ym his course would place him in long. 55 deg. on the

\

he followed a rather more Northwardly course,

lesire probably to avoid the coast explored by

ch as he must have known, had reached to lat.
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34 deg., for he connects them with his own on the Map. He was

also forced, as we shall show, to follow such a course by the Gulf

strearn, of which he apparently knew nothing.

From long. 55 deg. to the castern edge of the Gulf stream.
which in winter lies in long. 65, on the parallel of 33 deg. 30 min_,
he may not have drifted much out of his course, thouch he
encountered a gale on the 14th of Fo bruary that may have driven
him to the South of it. But in crossine the Gulf stream from
lone. 65 deo. to 74 dege.. he was ¢ \|m\«'nl, for at least 12 :l‘y\ s, out
of the 25, which he occupiced in running the latter two-fifths of
his voyage, to its influence.  Its greatest velocity is here about
14 to 2 miles an hour, but allowing only 1} miles as its average
set, he would have drifted in these 12 days just 360 miles to the
Northward. These six degrees would carry him North of lat
33 deg. 30 min, the point where he probably first entered the
stream, and place his landfall in 39 deg. 30 min., as we make it.
He must therefore have passed the Bermudas in lat. 35 deg. (they
lying in 32 deg. 20 min.) or 160 miles North of them. This is
but a moderate allowance for his drift by the Gulf stream, and
we do not see how he could have made our coast in a lower lati
tude.

This Northwesterly drift caused a vessel seeking our coast
with the Pilgrim fathers, a century later, to land far to the North
of the point aimed at, and planted on the rocky shores of New
England a colony designed to have been established very near
the point where Verrazano sichted 1t in 1524,

The voyage may therefore be summed up as follows.

January i7 to February 11—25 days due West—1200 leagues
by his estimate, or three-fifths of whdale distance, in fact 1700 geoo
mile ~lu' 60 to the -lt"_'l‘w:

February 11, in long. 55 deg., lat. 32} deo., steers a little N. of
W.—on the 14th encounters a storm, February 15th enters the
Gulf Stream in lat. 333 deeo.. long. 65, leaving it March 4th in
lone. 74, lat. 39 dee. and making land March 7. The distance
sailed since February 11, 25 days, being estimated by him as =00
leagues, probably 1150 geog. miles.

The coreat circle distance, the shortest possible one between his
point of departure and arrival, is 2796 nautical miles; as noted
elsewhere, but by the courses he followed, his track, which is

16
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nnot therefore have been less than
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than Mr. Thomassy adds that, ‘“as the letter in Ramusius is date

or 1524 thas would give to the \]:I}ilhk'il:\f"“f-"»,‘” (The
of the letter 1s however, most distinetly 1524, which
Map in the year 1529.)

eridian passes near the Island of Ferro

passes through the Island of St. Thomas
ith of the Amazon River
author of the map, must have been a rel
he brother of Giovanni, who wrote th> letter to Fra
guotes, to support this opinion, the letter of Annibale
ewhere mentioned, and says that Tirabosehi speaks
er, otherwise unknown, not naming him, but as
wod 10 geography.
A « Py of the scale 18 then :i\t n, and he proces ds to des
features of the Map.

¢ Bretton the shield and ermines of Brittany are

Terva laboratoris Questa lerra fu deoperta o

rthern point in this direction
East it ends with the Tusule Melueo and Borneo
meridian of the Mbluccas is seen the Gulf of Cant

Golfo di Caitan, stan le narvi che ren

(Of Cathay.)
dicating some European and African point
Jeseription thus :

vaguely drawn as tl

All the western shor
[sthmus)
nland i

date

XXX\ DESCRIPTION OF THE MAPAMUNDI OF
HIERONIMUS DE VERRAZANO.

The interesting mapamu ndi drawn by Hieronimus de Verrazano,
i now preserved in the Museo Borgiana at the Collegio de
mda Fide in Rome, and to which attention was first

byv Mons. Thomassy in 1852, is not accompanied by any
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its history prior to its ownership by the late Candinn
Borgna. It 18 remarkable that the Cardinal himself

have noticed 1ts value as a document contfivming thw

f a portion of the American coast by an [radinn
|

utelligent judge in snch matters; and the ownen
ther geographical monuments; of which two
leseribed.
these was a Cufie celestial olobe of copper, mmude in
22 of the Hegira (A. D. 1225), which was deseribe
Vssemnann 1n 1790. The other was a hronze eivenlia
sevem inches In diameter, with a map of the wonlld
n wdlo, made at the beginnine of the 13th centnm
nal, m 1794, corr ~|>H|I~|Hl with the' learned D Wham
of a life of Martin Behaim, on the subject ot this
= mephew, Camillo, printed an acconnt of it for
m, with a full sized copy of it in 1797, [t
amd copied by Heeren in 1808, and Santarem in

al treatises on it in manuseript are preserved

time when the Cardinal became the
o chart or whence he procured it, we
no information.  The first notice of
De Murr, dated Janunary 31st, 1795,
nforms him that besides the two CEOCTAPNIEW nmuann
hove mentioned, he had thirteen maps on pavelimuent
them mautical charts; of which four were mapamuonidiz
he enumerates a few, one of which he speaks o
“ Altra /.u/’fv/ tl nome de Eirolamo B
di O eovanni, che .\.w/u'f M prrte dirtd Lmerion
¢ ousi altre.”  The Cardinal here assumes that
ramos were  brothers, perhaps from the passage
{ Ammibale Caro.  He must have mentioned this muy
tter 1o De Murr, who, in givine a list of the Caedinnd!
uttaches the date 1525 to 1ts title The tirst noti
mew of 1he Verrazano map was published at €rothag in 14
D Murr’s nevised edition of his life of Martin Behaamg whudi

v Jansen and published at Paris in 1202
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The Cardinal was seeretary of the Propagsanda for ¢ichteen
years, from the year 1770, amd Deea i candinal m 1759 dying
at Lyons in 1804 (while accompa r b Pogee 10 PPars), at the
ace of 73, His [rl\.tnl at Velletry, i ray, 4 few miles
south of Rome, was a complete m 1 had cathered
together works of art of even SCTUPAL o were freely

cxhibited to visitors and stwdent " M the collection
to the Propaganda, but it does t mear 1o i been mme
diately removed to Rome for

valuable Mexican pictorial mamwseripa ch be had copied, by

Acolio, about 1825, for his gvew vk, s beame still 1 Velletri

We cannot here furnish farther i letails concerning

this amiable and accomplished prelute ¢h may be found n//

lln‘ culogies of him published shortly after his decease.*  Of
these, one may be cited as comtaummime 3 short des ription of hiis
museum, in which there s a second memtion of the map we are
describing.  This was penned by the kearmed Cancellieri, author
of the Notizie di Colombe ¥ w b, ! as appoiuted director
of the printing office of the Propagumda, and 1 was printedin
several forms in 1805, We hawe wam able 10 consult this
culogy, nor on of the same dat hiwe Pauline de S. Bartol
ommeo, his intimate companiom for Mevm wears, but it was
doubtless the first of these that n question

The next reference to it t | ) 1 ]in’ s '\lu.x/m
Encyclopedique (Vol. 63) r r ~0 Mallin, the learned
:mh:nulw_'l\r.nwrh~1~ ndded witl r a contri
butor to his periodieal), d pe sherd 2 shvort baography of him,
chiefly made up from the ab wikew, al the ol which
qln.x:« 20), f.r enumerates ; Le { » 1 precrous arti |< S
contained in his museum. An v 1l e ur are named,
the third being % de Jeromw de Verra: s 28,7 These
short references appear to have passed ummotaoed, and the map
was left 1n re pose for another halff « % qutal examined and
briefly described by Mons. Thomass the Nouvelles Annales

des \‘n'\ \Ues for 1852,

-

The map is on three sheets of panchmemt, and according

See also the B
t Lelewel, (Fé

notice of it




126 TE rH ERAZANO Mar.

o and 1 metre 30 cent.
wide, or 1024 b ineclves, that as, the lenoth 1s twice the height.
It is well preserved, being somewhat stained near both ends, but
no part of it s inelisuim The drawing is sharp and clear,
thouch the reduced photoor fore ms have not been taken
with sufficient care to emable ¢ smaller text to be deciphered.
The larger photograph i of the oneinal chart, but 1s
very indistinet; the smaller ¢ IS and 1s in places as sharp
and distinet as could be desired, but in others 1= quite illegible.

On this account we canmot M 3 a close :||1:||_\\‘i\ of this

interestine document, in onder to fix 1ts dste more ]uwlli\q*f\ or

to ascertain what matertals were msed iInm compiling 1t.

We can, however, from the art itself, determine some points
that connect it with our mavieat It 1s the work of an Italian
hydrographer ‘of considerable I, and 1s in many respects
superior, as a work of art, to amy Spamish or Portuguese chart
of that time. The desiomer had before him materials such as no
hydrographer hat date had been favored with. lHis
&\_Elll‘_'lll of the Spanish coasts of America appear, however, to be
Irn\u a different pattern tha we msed by Diego Ribero in his
chard\of 1529, but in many otb eqpects 1t 18 much in advance
of it. \ His work seems t. ¢ and embody discoveries made
by sea hip to the year 1 » the date of Verrazano's vovage.  No
chart qutside of Spaim for vears after this date contains
what l\‘»‘uln found here vame of Maeellan, the discover-
1es of Cortes, the openine of ¢ Fast Imndies by the Portuguese,
are all land down in 2 way surprisangly accurate, and lead
to the conclusion that no o at Verrazamo could have 'm":lrwl
it. He had ecaptured charts from the Spaniards and Portuguese,
had conversed with the satlors of e discovery vessels; and was
thus better [.rrlu\mwl th i 1 ptor of has -]:A} to attempt a
general reswme of the state of cosmographical knowledge then
existing in Europe

Thn- l-l‘u_ju tion of r.%- i Y | e N "»1"' cvinn ‘]"‘)“.l‘l \Alll:n‘n- one,
in which all the deorees of Latitmde ane made ﬂpm! to each other

and to the equator: the earliest marine |»l‘n_j«'("

§

* For an interesting and euref ahvsas of the projection ceographical
) -

maps, see IDievesa B ‘ o 3 QET IS V. 1863 . 257
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b
cent tion of which we have as econd, and was used by Mediterran-

1hit ean sailors n charts, which, however, do not
but reach back of the v opa the 13th century.  Had the sim
clear, ple coniec Prolen project “n adopted by the constructors
laken of such charts man) al mistakes would have been avoided,
ered and navieators wou ve madeghorter vovages from point to
mt 1s pont
sh \rp Like m of ; | ¢ orld at that time, 1t has the
rible equator Jdrawn b be muddle of the map, and shows 907 of

this latitude north and 64 i breadth it rgpresents about

’\“r 3 f lonoitud e~tern, or left, side 1s 452 west of Temis

castern, or right, side 1s 35
yoints € e p i 1ETee There i1s no graduation for
alian loncitude, but the liar at cross the centres and sides of
pects the two great cin ndroses appear to be drawn seventy
chart 'l'.'-:r"‘ apart.
as no Until quite a reces te all nautical charts were covered with

His a net work of ervss limes radiating from windroses, the centres of
to be which wer v =\ rcally uraneed to suit the taste of
in s h e bre 1s one great central rose in N
vance z. in the m part of T Two ereat cireles of
made § v ) d L lameter acl h other at this point, ca h

No E inns e J 1 | CN, "]"I,IH'\ \|-x-<vl
itains arouns e ’ €T nom 1 « tres of each great
over I nd of ea r re ane drawn 1 3 two lines to cach
'l]"", s to — i ! - - i < < wuo “",""""l'l' HINL
it| vl gin ol t I r 1 ntended to facilitate the

art and =ave the use of

pared
rmese,
| was f i t ! er appear parallel and at right
npt a 0 phin I A i modern charts) parallels and
then ; rog s AP ith their names on the map.

third roses from the great

central one, o Tea rele, 18 divided into degrees of
’1!!]!\

other latitude of equ ze. each num bened Close 10 the upper

. margin amnd to the lef | rad el mendian there 1s a small
lqu'(“ X X
scale under whiel rend expla r that from point to point

~ there are ten leagues, which are each of four miles. The scale
phical

which is equal t. . of latnade ength, 1s subdivided into

| L T
|
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six parts, cach part having four divisions or points.  This gradu-
ated meridian lies about three degrees to the West of leeland
and of Africa, padsing between the Cananes and Cape Verd
Islands. It is about twelve degrees east of Cape St. Augustine
in South America.  In Ribero’s map of 1529, and the one believed
to be by Hernando Colon of 1527 as also in others, it occupies
the same l»\)\i‘i(']l.

Near the upper margin and above the coast explored by Verra
zano, there appears written in small Italian capitals migroNIMUS
DE VERRAZANO FACIEBAT, the last word being below the others.
There is no date written anywhere, but it is assumed to be of
1529, from one of the lecends on the coast mentioned below.

Europe is well represented, excepting Scandinavia, which last
is copied from the Ptolemies of that date.  Africa is remarkably
well drawn and its coast is fringed with closely set names and
Portuguese shields. On Madagascar we read INSULA SANCTI
LAVRENTIL and a legend near Socotra.  The Red Sea is nearly as
large as the \ln'!“(‘l‘l‘:llln':ln‘ but without a fork at its northern
end. The Nile takes its source south of the equator from two
lakes. The Persian gulf is nameless and Hindostan with Ceylon,
are shown more correctly than on any map of the time drawn
outside of Portugal.. CauparLyv is on the west bank of the Indus,
at the mouth of which there is a legend of four lines. At the
hase of the peninsula appears ReGNo DI NaesINGA¥ deseribed at
wosa m 1516. Near the West side

great length by Duarte Barl
of the mouth of the Ganges appears Tarnasari (Tenasserim),
Further south a church with a steeple, and on the point of the
peninsula REGNO DI €ALICUT.  On the island is zZamoN INsvLa,
but a legend near it is illegible, as well as the coast names on the
peninsula.  The Maldive Is. are indicated, bat without a name.
There are no Portucuese shields on the coasts of India or Asia.
The pepinsula of Malacea is represented as broader and longer
than llny-&'.wli:m one, ending close to the equator, and in longitude
150 E nli‘%.tln' above mentioned eraduated mendian, or 180 deg.
E. of the mouth of the Amazon river in Brazil. At its base iy

REGNO DI BONGALA, (Bengal, much displaced.) Further down 4

* Probably from Nahry Sankar, a provines of Thibet, once supposed to

be the place where many rivers of Hindostan had the
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hll;’\ mount |iH |||I'|l r \\'lll"i i\ I]N‘ Il{jl‘llll, lu r/f/v.\‘f“ montagna

Se trovano ¢ dicimante, then rRecNo b1 PeEGU, and r/«// se trovano

Rubisx in gqran quantita, then a city and under it Mmaracca and a

lone lecend, of which we can only <|u‘ily||v|' the words /'wu/W“\/'L

i portogesi * ¥ % dispagloli.

There are a few coast names on the west and some unnamed

1slands in the sINvs Gancericus, Southwest of Malacea is a very

large Island with its western shore ill defined, on which is TArRo-
BANA INSULA SIVE SAMATEA, with no coast names. The eastern
coast is quite well represented.

S. E. of Sumatra two smaller nameless islands appear, faintly
traced, and™a group of very small ones South of Malacea.  East
of the two unnamed islands, which are S, of the equator, there is
a square island, smaller still; on which we read Tivor, and there
are two large banks with small islands E. and N. of it. N. E. of
these, on the equator, is a group of seven small islands marked
Insule malogues.  East of these is a large and faintly defined
island marked srrser. North of these last, and nearer to the
coast, is an unnamed group intended perhaps for the Philippines.

The East coast of Asiais from the Ptolemies of that date and
it would be useless to give the names of the provinees indicated,
except that of Laciya and to observe that a legend of four lines
appears in a gulf North of it; which according to Thomassy
reads Tn'questo golro di caitan stan le navi che vengono & India
a queste reqioni del Gastaio,

These data show that the designer of the Map had drawn his
information from the most reeent Portuguese and Spanish sources,
and circulted it in spite of a prohibition by these nations against
its publication under penalty of death.

The following dates will confirm the above statement.  Lopez
Sequeira reached Malacea in 1509, and Alfonso de Alboquerque
took it July 5, 1511, and sent expeditions to Siam, Tenasserim,
Cingapoura &e.  Anton de Abren reached the Moluceas, Pegu
was heard of, and Sumatra and Java were visited in the same
year, but the southern coasts and general conformation of these
last were not known for some vearsafterwards. Simon d” Andrad
in 1513, first visited the Maldives, and not until this same date
did Portuguese vessels navigate the Red Sea and Persian culfs

Borneo, already mentioned by Ludovico di Varthema as Borned,

17
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was first reached in 1513, but was not fully explored.  On the
,\I:I" it 1s |u|,u-ml east of the Moluccas. In 1516 Ferdinand Perez
first visited China at Canton by sea, and sent an embassy to the
Emperor. In the same year Portuguese vessels sailed to the
Ganges and in 1518 entered Bengal.

Luzon of the Phillippines is spoken of in 1511,* but was proba
bly not visited till later.  Celebes, which must have been passed
inh'_'-rin: to the Moluceas, though known to Barbosa, was not
officially examined until 1525 by Garcia Henriques. New Guinea
was discovered by DonJose de Menezes in 1526, The Spaniards
soon began their explorations also, and Verrazano as we know,
had heard of the return of El Cano, but the map contains nothing
in this portion of it which would appear to have resulted drom
them. Nor does it contain any discoveries made by the Portu-
g ese after 1520.

IThere is nothing in the Eastern portion of this Map to prove
that Verrazano had been there in person, but we cannot affirm
this positively. It seems however, in regard to this portion
alone, to be a very remarkable document, and deserves close
\lllll_\ on the |n’ll'l of those who can best :l|rpl'1't‘i:lh' its value.
In many points it is not as full as Diego Ribero’s mapamundi of
1529, as deseribed by Sprengel in 1795, Both Verrazano and
Ribero appear to have used Odoarte Barbosa’s deseription of
Southern Asia prepared in 1516, of which several manuseript
copies seem to have been in circulation, though the partly incom
plete Italian translation given by Ramusius in his first volume,

was its first appearance in print.  Barbosa had been to the
Moluccas by way of the Cape of Good Hope, and accompanied
. his brother in law Magellan, on his voyage in the other direction.
\He was killed by the side of Magellan at Matan, being the first
wan who had actually circvannavigated the globe.

"I‘lll'!lill‘_’ to the Western ]H'I'Iinn of the .\l:ll»‘ that is the ]-.llf
west of the graduated meridian, there is much to interest an
American, and were the photographs distinet, and the coast

names at all legible, we might examine it in detail, and compare

* Barbosa does not scem to have heard of the Phillippines, though he
mentions Chanfa, which corresponds to Formosa, and the Leguess, or
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it with the well known chart of Diego Ribero of the same date.
The coast lines vary sufficiently from the known Spanish charts
of that date, to lead one to suppose that Verrazano copied from
a pattern map unknown to us. \

In some parts it is more correct than Ribero’s; but a fatal
error, originating perhaps with Columbus, deforms the tropical
portion of it and affects the parts adjoining these.  This error
arises from placing the Islands of Cuba, Espanola and Jamaica,
north of the Tropic of Cancer. The whole of the Gulf of Mexico
# thus displaced about six or seven degrees in latitude too far

northwardly.  The northern coast of Cuba is more than seven

'li“_'lrl\ north of the |l~l~ilinll :(\\i:llt'll to it by I:“wru‘ and by

modern geographers.

The northern coast of South America at Santa Marta is over
five degrees out of place, but it !..ln-rlim-\ thenee rapidly to the
Eastward, so that Trinidad is only two degrees from its true
position.  From this point the coast resembles Ribero’s map, both
of them being deficient in not exhibiting the prominence formed
by the Guiana’s.  The mouth of the Amazon is dircctly under
the equator. The Bahia de todos los Santos is placed, as it ought
to lu'. at the bottom of a shallow but extended ilr]ll't'“iull of the
coast line; not indicated in Ribero’s map.  The mouth of the La
Plata niver 18 correctly shown under lat. 35 deg.  The Strait of
Macellan 1s indicated, but not with the same aceuracy as in
Ribero, and the south shore of it is faintly drawn out towards
the East and South east, two thirds of the way towards the
graduated meridiang as an Antarctic continent.  The longitudes
vary but little from Ribero’s chart.

There are numerous coast names along the whole continent,
beginning at the strait, where we read . della victoria, and so
on, but many of them differ from those given on the Spanish
maps.  Four Portuguese shiclds are on the present Brazil, which
‘<« marked TERrA saxcre crvers and verziNo.  Four small, named
I<lands are in the ocean, to the east of it. A ]l""i'[lll west of the
La Plata reads Hic Hispani gigant I
'~ln'h.

appearing incom

In the interior of the continent is a range of mountains, run
nine ecast and west, and under them wesxopus soves,  The north

err portion, west of the Maranon, has three Spanish shields
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Under the coast of ara rEEEs AMEERICA, beneath it
pabaiga, and to the neh pede ‘ nana’s, and near the line,
PARIAS.

A curtous feature of the map western coast line, completing
the continent from the ) thinus, along which appears
TEREA INCOGNITA, the t . ’ peatedd. glhere is no
trace of Peru: the e of h. wit one lesend, 1s found
in Ribero™s but not n’ rnof 1527.% Johann Schoner
on }ll\ ‘:t"l" "[’ !“‘ ] i t e - i i \\""'YV ""“l l" l]l"
Southern continent, which was a menre giess work.

We cannot decip r the who T« LAImMes A%"|\"1|v\"'('ll\[‘
but have read enouch « het ) ¢ the belief that they were
not taken from the same j= ittern as Colon™s and Ribero’s
maps of 1527 and 1529, whie ere prepan-l as standards for
the use of Spanish sai Ti leta ‘ he coast line vary
also from the above ¢k metim re more correct than
either of them, but we cannot h o » them without occu-
pying too much space.

IveaTana is represented, on ms3 naps of the time, as an
island, though its southern coast line is not quite closed. In

Colon’s and Ribero’s maps it nal mpletely insular, but in

the last separated by a narrow ait only from the mainland.

The isthmus of Darnien is - de, and the Pacifie out-
line of it seems to be a random drangeht, without names or legends,
and the Mar del Sar rs 1 ’ ) ¢ charts of 1527 and
1529 the names are nume 1<, the X oast lines endinge in
both of them at the Sierras e zales Davila, the limit of
the explorations of this gallant exj er 1 ) 1 . lat. 16°
being the present p

Verrazano's coast lin ver, Idly continued West-
wardly, Northwanlly I wsterly, ending at his supposed
isthmus north of Flonda asrre epesersd-lide land 1s thus
formed larger than E . and H " the name Nova
HISPANIA.  The hme ’ the westerly part
of this land, but the line raced, and TEREA INCOGNITA I8

twice inscribed along i } Vet anish shiclds are drawn

* A province or rich Emp all 3 . as t to the Spaniards
in 1522. See Herrera IILL V. XI p
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MAPAMUNDI 0F VERRAZANO. 133

on this land near to and followine the east rly coast line (ozu-
mella 1s shown, but not the Guanasa Islands.  Alone the isthmus.
beginning West of Yucatan, is the legend cvrnvacana.  Although
partly misapplied; it is remarkable that this name should appear
on a map made ln_\ a stranger, for 1t is not to be found on the
two Spanish maps above mentioned. This) with other indieations,
show that Verrazano was thoroughly well informed about the
movements of Cortes; havine no doubt found c¢harts and
despatehes in the prizes he captured, hesides conversing with mer
on their way home from Mexico.  The want of names alone the
shores of the Mar del Sur is explained by his want of informa
tion tonching the explorations of Balboa, Davila and others,
accounts of which had not fallen into his hands,

The coast of the Gulf, round to Florida, and to the isthmus
north of it, 1s lined with names; which are almost all illecible.
In the interior of New Spaing and in the same latitude as the
north side of Cubag a large city appears with the name TEMISTITAN,
the earliest name by which the City of Mexico was known, A
little below i1s GararTia provincia, showine that Verrazano was
better acquainted with his Bible than with the inland geography
of Spain,

The outlines of the Gulf are remarkably accurate for the time,
far better than the tracing which accompanies Franeiseo de
Garay’s Cedula of 1521, as given in Navarrete's Collecion, Vol
III. They are even more correctly given than on Colon’s or
Ribero’s maps.

The greater and lesser Antilles; or the Leeward and Wind-
ward Islands as sailors eall them, are very correctly drawn,
though the first are placed much too far to the north. The last
are entitled iNsvre pr caxmant, and the first ANTILIE INSULE
About twelve names appear on the lesser Antilles. On the
oreater ones we reid ISABELLA SIVE CUBA INSULA, ISPAGNOLA SIVE
SANCTO DOMENTGO, Lameaica, S. Toannes) this last appearing very
faint on the photographs The Bahamas are nameless.  The
Bermudas are not shown, although known to the Spaniards before
1511, since they appear on the map in the first edition of Peter
Martyr’s first Decade of that date.

Fhe Peninsula of Florida bears the inscription TERRA FLORIDA,

Verrazano restricting it to this only, while the Spaniards applied
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land north to Bacalaos. The outline of the
Ribero’s; but is made square at the end, as
charts, and its southern termination 1S in

1= scale. Ribero has it 1"'!l'|'l'l|) in lat. 25 deg.
erived in part from the false position assigned to
s, influenced and no doubt puzzled our chartog
very portion of the Map most interesting to

1 to alter the draughts supplied by Giovanni,

| the general bearings of the coasts explored

1s¢ near the westerly base of the peninsula,
CAS ’E.\ base. Here are seven coast names
nd then foHows the isthmus, which no doubt
of Giovanni in 1524. To the richt of this we
vare | orientale si vede | il mare ocvidentale.
tfra Cvno a Padtro. | . (From this or
the western sea.  There are 6 miles of land
1 the other.)
1s about two degrees of latitude long, and is
res decline respectively to the West and to the North,
Iv extension runs parallel with the shores of the Gulf
five degrees of latitude distant from it joining
ary westerly boundary of Nova Hispania above men
sther shore curves to a due northerly course
lat. 65 N.
u is nameless) though it appears on many sub-
the Mar di Verrazano. Asthere is not a word
tter of July sth, 1524 all that relates to its
chart must be conjectural.
none but Spanish names south of the isthmus,
blé that the new explorations of Giovanni begin
Another feature on the-Map confirms this view
st from this point North are drawn three squar
hose staffs rest on the coast, the first one re ~lil>'_' on
rth end of the Isthmus. The second one rests on the point

where Verrazano made a fortnight’s stay, and the third one pro-

bab v hecates the point where he left the coast.. These flaes

i black in the photographs before us, but there appears
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to be a circle of perhaps fleur de lis on them. In the original
they are probably colored blue.

This Isthmus, which Verrazano meant to be in lat. 34 dee

12 dee. accordine to the chart before us, and in restor
the true dranght of Verrazano, the scale of latitudes must
from this point as 34 deg. N.

For the courses from this point to Bacalaos; we must refer

nlarged sketeh of the chart !'H'r}"] as best we could fi

otograph at our disposal. At first] after turning a ¢
Isthmus, the coast has a Northeasterly trend past

probably Barnegat inlet; to a river, which we beli

for the Hudson. Thence it runs E. N. E. returnine <ud

North for a short distance.  This is probably intended fo

r Island. At this 'wvill! there appears to be a dee p mdenture

of the coast; left open; which is doubtless a representation of
Longe Island Sound and the Thames at New London.

Bey ';nnl this the land again trends Easterly, and there appears
a broad promontory, probably the result of considering Fishers
Island and Point Judith as united, and then we find a deep curve
inwards and northwards with three deep bays and a triangul
I<land off the coast in the bight of the curve, |-! weed ve ry
the L of Rhodes; and west of the bays.  The Island is distinet]
named Luwisia or Luiza, after the Mother of the King. The ind
tures represent no doubt the three entrances of Narragansett
Bay, where Verrazano made a stay of fifteen days. Here another
I‘:r_' 1S ]-] wed.

East of this the coast drops a little to the Southward, and rus
out in a long point represe nted by dots; and on which we
arenosa punta, signifying a sandy cape.  This point is probal
intended for Nantucket shoals and Cape Cod taken as a whe
and as a first attempt to represent this striking feature of
coast is most remarkable. Neither Estevan Gomez, who, in
following vear, tr wed this coast from North to South, nor ar
subsequent navigator who has left any record of his vovag
describes this prominent peninsula so as to positively identify
until Champlain’s time.  After turning Cape Cod the coast is

with no

represe nted with a end ral trend to the East-North-Eas
important projections or depressions, excepting one river with a

wide mouth, and a bay just east of ity forming a rather wide
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Over the three flags appears, in capital letters,
13on NOVA GALLIA | SIVE IVCATANET | and the follo
Verrazomno sitwe noua lr/://///r ,/m//' :/;v,m/.w/ Y err
di Verrazano "’llV/‘v wlino | per ordire et comandin
LA RE 9000 {0 ’//v.r./””’_/,(’ l\c!'r:l/.!ll“"l' new (a
fiscovered 5 years ago by Giouanni di Verrazar
by the order and command of the most Christian Kis

This is the only clue to a date for the chart,

ve been drawn later than 1529, Verrazano, i

propose the name New Fraace, but no Jdonbt

shortly after writing to the Kine. How the n

be applied to it would be difficult to

discuss that question here. The thinl name,

was probably a suggestion by the drakehtsman, the

the explorer. If Giovanni had died before 1529, the f
bemise wonld most probably have been reconded in this

There 1s Iittle to add to complete our notice of the

ndication of the Bay of Fundy, or of the peninsu
acter of Acadia. The name of Cape Breton can lIw
read, and there s a broad opening drawn between
amd east of it.  In this opening there is an island, and
G. de 8. Joanni and 1. de S. Toanni, just above whicl
the shield of Brittany.

These names recall Cabot’s Island of St. John, dis
bim on the 24th of June; 1497, and distinetly laid dow
Magamundl of 1544, although he there seems to ha

ghtly atitude, ]-<I|>:||'\ because he took
1AM \l.a; lalen l\hlllvl\, which he |u| wes _iH-.’ cast ol

wn Island. If laid down on the majp
data, 1t would be the first known inedie
If this were so, however, we ought to
m which he got imbayed on that voyawve
Straits of Belleisle; by which he left it
It is not known who cave to this Gulf

ars, nor that of Golfo (‘lm/«/,n/,//.. by which
10 Gomara in 1552, The southern entranece into the Gulf
name at this day, and Cabot’s Strait would be a very appr

one for 1t

*See Hist. Mag., N. Y., Vol II1, Ser. 11 j
18
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tions we are led to beli t heutt foundland, under the name
of Isla Verde or Beaealaos th was known to fishermen,
if not to ceooraphers, " e r A 1 & 11me. Bacalaos, the
Iberian name for the codfis ¢ translated by the French
Molie * from the Lati r, w0 appears on Verrazano’s
map.

North of Terra Nova there i+ a broad but nameless estuary or
opening of a strait, separ vttt | @ t peninsular land,
whose broad southern terr i s ast of and
opposite to the north end - 1 i p r'}q\p:ﬂ\ihw
runs towards the North., « , e On this Hpiﬂlv-
map being reversed, reand TERR poraTORIN, and with the
map upright, the legend = guesta torpa fu discoperta da inghilesi,”
and over all a shield bearnme

The Strait 13 no doubt meaumt for the evado of the Portu
guese maps, and is probably the mepmesemta of the ice loaded
current separating North Ameries f ) wenland.  One of the
Cortereals appears to have sighted Gneemland, not rec ormzing it
as the Greenland of the Northmen, whach perhagps they had never
heard Of, and it has probably beem addod om Reinel’s map after
1500, but without a name, just as Vemrazano has it here. At
that time Greenland was supposed to be commected with Europe,
and this 7erra laborutoriy of r mEmap i+ A M:l!vm::lu r's atte mpt,
and perhaps a successtul one, t ate the land from which Cor
tereal took his slaves im 154 e tmme position of the coasts
seen by the Cortereal™s remc . poobdemn, which can only b

solved by the discovery of furthe memtary evidence. Jerome

was not well informed

v | e MM 146 e discovery of this

land to the English. He perhaps emdeayoring i this instance,

to bring in the shadowy
This completes our sket { rrazamo map of the Wgrld,
which we regret to I um:a 1 pher more compfetely

owing to the imperfe t ot dasposal.

The French Moy . fitfie v roeotl,, 3 i i« synonymous with
Molue




” iF

CHARTS AFTER

XXXVIII VERRAZANO.
Dr. L. G. Kohl in the first rt of his History of the discovery

of the East Coast of North A r & published by the Maine

Historieal Noetety in 1469 Chapter VL treats of the vovage of
Verrazano in muach Jdeta IV s tes on several charts which
seem, as respeets the Faust « of the United Sates, to have been
based on one draw: v thon 3% T ator He had not however
been able to procure a i 1l w seen in Rome by Mons
T)w-‘lnx“rx,\\i\ h he n i f <, W e nIne 1t 1 a note at |rarese
290, His remarks on Maps which prolably were in part con
structed from it, are so f 1w \ ld but little to them,
althouch he had not tl Ivamtame of beane able to consult the

orieinal

We must observe however that we cannot find one chart made
after 1524, on which oar coast = nepresented as on the one hefore
us. The only feature w \ﬂ,,1 makers seem to have noticed

and copied was the Westerm sea separated by an isthmus from

the Atlantic. The evast however that be explored was always
copied from Spanish charts taming the survevs of Gomez and
others; which appear t ) wem spread over Europe shortly

after they were prepaned.  The Spamish Maps remained the sole

authority for the owtlimes r =<1 from Flonda to Nova
Scotia until the ["; < ‘ beran their settlements in
Vireinia.

.l;u:‘m«‘ artier and Jea Alfomse must have ‘r!\‘t:ll‘t-] charts,
now lost. bat the Gult f St Lawony and Newfoundland were
represented correetly sos ter their explorations.  They were
perhaps less ambitioms 1 Verraramo, and did not construet a
.“:‘]v--l the World @ nler to = w thear wn limited <\|v"u-lq
tions. Had our maviestor kefit a chart of his own discoveries
only, it would have perhaps attracted more attention among

Qt‘ugl‘:llvltt‘l'i

Most of the charts afier >4 which show the Western sea,
\'Zl“ it \[.’UWIu \»1'!“1/&.% 1 i i md 15 fsometimes called Verra
zana, but after 15583 hs name disapgeears from eve rv chart. One
of the last of this kind wa< made by Michael Locke in 1582, (Sce
Hakluyt’s Divers Voyages “ dep. by Hakluyt Soc. 1850.)

It is noteworthy that the mow sthmus which is said, on the
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wide, was never sought

1 straet that was desired, one

1l that would shorten the wily
o traces of Verrazano's 1“\‘|]u
o, \\i .\L :|]<)u nlwl four
roattempts at \merican

1 without a name, and the

, verso, is seen a map with

it the he Lgi t of the Azores

araphers such as Ruscelli and
\[ A"\ ‘Nv‘] I)I |(..||| ¢ciare-

h, but the most interesting
document of tl prolably the copper globe of Euphro
svnus Ulpians f 1542, nd b ite Buckingham Smith in
Italv. and neov t O he New York Historieal
Soctet s in ¢ only allusion to \‘vrl/mu\'Iiwu\nl‘_\‘
reconded o r v to the publication of the letter in

Ramusius of 15356, carih notice of the vovace as marked

elsewhere, n the 3 nt of Norumbega of 1539, supposed to
have beer
ore the New York s
this globe, and oives

Amernican coast \n

that the

and from a

t= the Western sea, name

¢ Verrazana sive Nova

ta anne sal M. 1.

wing that the author

names ‘|I~1r;' the coast

there ar te from Verrazano’s vovage, but as
the pho aphs before ntain no legible names we cannot
ventun 1 | | r sdentnt T names ¢ Gode S. Germano
and Lungarilla™ ermain and Loneueville) on the globe, are

decidedly Frend 1 we m no other Maps.
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Normanrilla may be a translation of imbegra, and
interesting as heine its first mention o1

The chart of 1529 was probably preserved in England or on
the Continent for some years, and v then n cted by geog
raphers; bhut no close copy of it appears to have been made.
About the middle of the ith century i1t seems to have disap-
peared; having probably been sent to e, were 1t has lain
dormant and unnoticed for three centunes; until noticed hy
Mons. Thomassy in 18520 Had it remained open to public exam

ination Verrazano’s name would have not required our tardy

recognition of his exploit as an explon W must_however

thank the preservers of this chart for having rescued it from the
fat¢ that has befallen so many charts) value ess when a few years
old; but which would be almost priceless now. Perhaps the
charts of Columbus may be stored somewhere in like manner

and vet be discovered.

XXXIX.—NEW FRANCE, OF VERRAZANO,

In the letter of 1524, Verrazano does not propose any name
for the land he had discovered, but on the Mapamundi of 1529,
by Hieronimus, we find it inseribed NOvA GALLIA 8SIVe IVCATANET,
from Florida or the shore of the supposed Western sea to the
Terra des Bretons.  This name must have been, therefore, pro
posed by Giovanni, and the name } of was, perhaps, added
by the mapmaker, thongh without any a irent reason, for the
land of Grijalva is represented as doubtfully insular, and with its
right name, Ywcatan. He also has Nueva Hispania properly
placed.

The Spaniards never recogmized this name, but carried their
Florida up to lat. 45°, which was officia v dex ired to be the
limit of Spanish territory by Philip the Second. It will be
remembered that the name _lmerica was also not recognized by
them until a very recent date.

Crignon, in 1539, had not seen Verrazano's chart, but savs that
many navigators, and even the Portuzuese, call this Terra Fran

caise. Jean Alphonse; who coasted South to Massachusetts Bay
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about 1542, gavs, in his Rowutticr, that these lands may well be
called Vew ('// Ramusius, n 1553, calls it Nova Gallia,
and Ribault) mm 1562, called it New France,  Father Biard, in
161416, 158 zl the opinion that Verrazan was the godfather of
this name.  Rocols; in 1660, (Descript. du Monde; 3™ partie,
Tom. V, p. 27)) explicitly says that Jean Verrazan gave this
name to at.

On many maps after 1530, it was designated as Verrazana, o
as Nora Gallia and Fraweisea, the name New France being
finally restricted to the lands first explored by Jacques Cartier,
although A« did not apply that name to them. The Mapmakers,
who had followed the draughts of the discoverer, did not hesitate
to place the name where it was first imposed; while historians,
with the letter of 1524 only before them, were in doubt as to the

origin and proper application of the name.

XL.—JACOPO GASTALDI, 1548,

There was published at Venice in 1548 an octavo edition of
Ptolemy, in Italian, containing modern additions; taken from
Schastian Munster, and newly designed maps prepared by Jacopo
Gastaldi, the well-known mapmaker.  Among these, the one
entitled 7% rra Nuera, representing the coast from Labrador to
Florida, 1# from a draught entirely different from any previously
published The materials for it were probably derived frop
Ramusius; who had collected original maps to illustrate his col

lection of vovages, but who published very few of them. In

this particular map we find indication-of Portuguese and French

tracings, with but little from Spanish ones.  Labrador, confounded
with Greenland, stretehes far to the East; Newfoundland is
divided into Islands, as in the Map of Sebastian Cabot of 1544
(which, however, Gastaldi does not appear to have used), and
from Cape Breton to C. de S. Maria, the tracing appears to be
a combination of Thomas Aubert’s and Verrazano’s charts. We
cannot here further analyze this map, which has been well

described ‘:_\ Mr. Kohl (\I.HH'. P- 225 and 233), though he <‘u|vi<‘\
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it from Ruscelli's Ptolemy of 1561, not having seen the earlier
edition of 1548 which he, however, quotes in a foot note.

The only point to which we wish here to draw attention is,
that perhaps an attempt has heen made to lay down Verrazano’s
Lwixia, which is misspelt Brisag and is placed not far from Cape
Breton. Itis doubtful whether the other portions of the coast
to the S0 Wo are from Verrazano’s explorations. They appear
rather to be from the sketehes of Jean Alfonse. Had he seen
Verrazano's chart he could not have omitted, as he does; all

mention of him in his text.

MERCATOR, 1569.

Gerard Mereator (or Kremer), the great reformer of Charto-
graphy, in his Planisphere of 1569, first named the island off the
coast Claudia, being confused, in his historical data, and this error
was copied by Hakluyt and others. Mercator also commits, in
his legends, the mistake of making him sail from Dieppe March

17, 1524. Ribault led him into this error.

XLL—RAMUSIUS.

Extract from ihe 3d vol. of the collection of Voyares hy Ramusius. First edition

Venice, 1556,

Fol. 417. Discours¢ on the mainland of the West Indies,
ecalled the land of Labrador, of Bacehalaos and of New France.

There sailed also along the said land in the year 1524, a great
Captain of the most Christian King France, called John da Ver-
razano of Florence, and he ran the whole coast unto Florida, as
by one of his letters written to the said King may be seen more
particularly, the only one we could procure, because the others
were destroved during the sack of the poor City of Florence,
and in the last vovage which he made; having landed with somge
r«-mp:mi--n\ !Iu'_\ were all killed |>_\ those |nn|ﬂn; and in l|:l’
presence of those who remained on the ship, they were roasted
and eaten.  This unfortunate end befell this worthy gentleman,
who if this death had not [ll'(‘\l‘l!“'ll, with the oreat l\lln\\lwlgc'
and understanding which he had of marine matters, and of the

art of navigation, combined and favored by the great liberality
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of the King Franeis, would have discovered and made known to
the world, all that part of the earth unto the Arctie pole; and
he would have not been satisfied with the sea only, but would
have tried to penetrate farther into the land and as far as he
could have vone, and ma ) who knew him and conversed with
him, have told me that he had determined to persuade the most
Christian King to send to those parts a good number of people
to settle in some points of the said coast,; which are of a temper
ate climate; and with a most fertile soil and very fine rivers; and
harbors that can hold any flects. Much good might be done to
the inhabitants of these places such as turning these poor rough
and ignorant people to the worship of God and to our most holy
faith, and to show them how to cultivate the earth, takine the
animals of our Europe to those spacious tracets, and lastly with
time we shall have discovered the inland countries, and if among
so many islands as there be there, whether any passage exists to
the South sea, or if the mainland of the Florida of the West
Indies continnes unto the pole.  This and many other things
were said to have been alluded to by this valiant gentleman, of
whose works and efforts we have wished to publish this little
that has reached us, that the remembrance of him should not be

buried or his name be forgotten.

XLII A\DMIRAL CHABOT AND VERRAZANO.
Foa M. XXI fol_ 60, National Library, Paris

We translate the agreer by Mons. Marary, with
some abridement.

“Philippe Chabot, Baron &’Apremont; Chevalier de Tordre
du Roy, son Gouverneur et licutenant General de Bourgoingue,
Admiral de France et de Bretaige.

“ Has determined to fit out two french gallions now in Havre

de Grace, together with a ship belonging to Jehan Ango of

I'I«Hu-uf about seventy tons, for the vovage of the \Ilif"’\ to

the Indies.
“ Have concluded with those helow to put in a sum of twenty
thousand livres tournois, i. ., we, the Admiral, four thousand;

19
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Master Guillanme Prendhomme, oeneral of Normandy, two
thousand: Pierre Despinolle<, one thousand; Jehan Ango, two
thousand: Jacques Boursier, 