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MEDICAL CHRONICLE.

You.. V.] NOVEMBER, 1867. [No. 6.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ART. XVIIL.—Further Observations upon the Treatment of Chronic. Hy-
drarthrosis of the Knee Joint by Puncture and Injections of Todine.
By Roperr L. MaoDowxeLL, M.D., Surgeon to St. Patrick's Hos-
pital, Montreal ; formerly Lecturer on Clinical Medicine, and onthe
Iustitutes of Medicine, University of McGill Colleg=,

In the number of the Journal for June, 1857, I directed the attention
of the Puufession to the u.ility of “Injections of Iodine” in cases of
Hydrarthrosis of the knee-joint, which had resisted all the wusual plans
of treatment, and which had ended in confirmed lamneness. 8ince then,
I have met with another example of the disease, in which the ordinary
method was unsuccessfully employed by myself, whilst the patient was
placed in conditions very favourable for his recovery, being a patient in
8t. Patrick’s Hospital, under the daily observation of myself and col-
leagues, and where the most watchful anxiety was evinced by the
attendants that in every particular the usual remedies should be admin-
istered in such a manner as to insure their efficacy. My reason for not
resorting to puncture and injection at once, was, that having expressly
pointed ont that I did not advise this plan of treatment except where

<hers had failed, I was unowilling to be the first to disregard the
admonition,
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Case.—J. W, aged 13, was sent from a town in Viermont, to consult
Dr. Howard, the Oculist, for an affection of his Eyes; he was admitted
into St. Patrick’s Hospital, where it was observed that in addition te
the disease of the eyes. he also laboured under a Chronic Hydrarthross
of the left knee-joint, which had caused lamencss, and was attended with
much pain at the inner side of the joint and at the inscrtion of the ligs.
mentum patella; the juint was swollen, and globular in appearance;
the inerease in size amounted to nearly two inches more than the healthy
articulation; the swelling was soft, fluctuated on pressure, and the
fluid could be forced from the lower part to aliove the patella, on the
frovt of the fomur; a crepiiating sensation was experienced when the
oint was minutely examined. There was no beat of the joint nor dis-
coloration. Ile was placed under a mild mercurial Lcourse, combined with
Dlistering, stimulating liniments, rest, in the recumbent posture, starch
bandages, strapping with the mercurial plaster, and the mercury was fol-
lowed by a cowrse of Hydriodate of Potash. After a lapse of nearly two
months no improvement was perceptible, and I fesolved to puncture the
joint aud inject with iodine; accordingly this operation was performed i
the manner aiready deseribed, on the 1st July ; no pain followed the ope-
ration. About four ounces of fluid was drawn off, it was transparent, of a
light straw colour, and coagulated ; slightly on cooling, the opening was
closed with adhesive plaister, a wet roller was carried round the limb
from the toes to above the knee-joint, and a padded splint was applied
to the back of the leg and thigh. No uneasiness or pain followed the
operation, and the joint quickly regained its nalural appearance; the
pain vanished, and at the end of ten days he was able to walk about;
but as a measure of precaution I still kept the joint supported bya
starched bandage. This patient was seen by some American Surgeons
during their visit to the Scientific Association, held here iast August, as
well as by some practitioners of this city.

The above malkes the seventh case in which I have employed in Chronis
Hydvrarthrosis of the knee-joint, Injections of Iodine, and I have not,
in a single instance, witnessed the least wnpleasant result follow the
practice, and in all, it has been eminently successful. Before concluding,
T would direct attention 1o the following points :— '
= 1st. The necessity of a careful diagnosis—It is in Chronic Hydrar-
throsis alone, that I recommend Jodine Injections.

2nd. Puncture the Sac above the level of the patella and on the front
of the femur, having first made the tumour tense by a bandage carried
round its lower portion.

‘3rd. Inject two drachms of Tincture of Iodine with two drachms df
luke-warm water. ’
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4th. Having injected that amount of the fluid, manipulate the joint,
30 as to bring all its surface into corteet with the fluid, which is then to
be allowed to remain,

5th. Close the exte:nal wound and surround the joint with & wet band-
age. which should be carried upwards from the ankie to above the knee,

6th. Keep the Iimb in a straight position on a padded splint.

7th. Do not allow any motion to take place fur at least & weck after
the opemtinn.

gth. When the patient is allowed to leave his bed, take off the wat
bandage ard sarround the joint with a starched bandage.

ART. XIX.—Remarkable Cuse of Surqery—the Testiclos and Serotum
completely carried aiccy, By D.R.Suavr -+, M.D,, Stratford, C.W,
Thomas Me.idith, aged au, was engaged on the Buffalo and Lake

Huron Railroad as a blaster of earth and stone.  Upon the 20th Sept-

eraber last he was occupied in blasting granite, and, after having depos-

ited the powder in the cavity intended for its reception, he receded to
his accustomed place awaiting the expl sion.  After waiting for a long
time, he was informed that the fuse had not succeaded in igniting the
gunpowder, and upon repairing to the spot he found, as he fancied, the
fuse quite extinguished. He then recominenced boring another orifice,
standing astride of the mound which he wished to blast, and when so
engaged the explosion occurred.  Wher I arrived on the g sund, about
twenty minutes afier the accident, I found wy patient suffering under
shork, paie and pulseless,  Upon au examination I fuund the charge had
taken effect upon his privates, carrying away the whole of the scrotum,
both testicles, spermatic cords and vessels,  Tha whle of the abdomen

wa3 burred quite Dlack, the ulna of the right arm was fractured by a

small spicult of stone, and judee:d the greater part of the surface of his

Lody was completely surcharged with small siones and granite embedded

nnderneath the skin,  After removing these foreign bodies with « strong

pair of foreeps, T then directed my attention to the zraver wound,
namely, the scrotum.  After removing the parts which retained no vita-
lity with a sharp scalpel, T broucht the parts tozuther as well as was
practicable, awa.ting sloughing, if reaction ever did occur. In about
two hours after the receipt of the injury niture began iw rally, and the
reaction was, as usual in proportion to the shock, severe.

T succeeded in keeping the action at bay by the usual antiphlogistics
and upon the seventh day after the injury the sloughs were separated,
leavink the pubic bones exposed, the whole of the surrounding cuticle
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gone, as far as the anus posteriorly, and anterioriy as fav as the publs,
TFortunately the urothra was quite entire and uninjured. I now applied
the cold water dressings diligently, administered wine and tonics ad
libitum, and supported my patient cnergetically and faithfully, And,
strange to say, he is now convalescent, quite sound and well, save heis
minus his testicles, which were blown some fifty feet from the place
where he received the fearful blow.

ART. XX.—Dropsy Cured by Croton Oil. By J, L. Srevesson, M.D,

LR.CSE.

Having read an artic'e by Dr. Fife in the last number of Braithwaite’s
Retrospect “ on the Treatment of Dropsy by Croton Oil,” I determined
to try it the first opportunity.

The first case was a lady aged about 30, who came te my surgery on
the 27th August, with acute anasarca of the lower extremities, The
swelling extended nearly up to the groin; there was considerable dyspnes
aud palpitation of the heart ; urine scanty and high coloured, no albu.
men, On the 29th, the swelling had increased to such an extent that
the integuments were almost bursting ; the urine nearly suppressed. 1
immediately puv her on Croton oil, in half-drop duses every morning.
After the second dose the swelling began to abate, the urine inereased
in quantity, and the dyspnea entirely disappeared.

Sept. 6th.—The swelling entirely disappeared; urine natural in qusn.
tity ; feels quite well.

The seeond case was that of a buy aged 6, to whom I was called Sept.
#th. Iiad had scarlatina about four weeks previously; subseyuently
caught cold. The abdomen was greatly distended with fluid, also the
scrotum and penis, which were quite transparent from the distension of
the fleid.  The urine scanty and high coloured, bowels regular, consil-
erable thirst, appetite goud. I ordered him Croton Oil in doses of one
third of a drop every morning, )

Sept. 12th.—Fluid eutirely disappeared from scrotum and pents
abdomen smaller. :

Centinued this treatment for two wecks, at the expiration of which
time he was completely well.

From these two cases I think the effects of the Croton Oil are dut
more to its stimulating the absorbents than to its drastic properties, for
in the first case it only caused three or four evacuativns every morning
and in the second never more than two, and I may state, in neither of
the cases 2id the oil cause any griping,

Stratford, Oct. 18th, 1857,
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REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

ART. XL—.4 Theoretical and Practical Treatise on Midwifery, includ-
ing the Discases of Pregnancy and Parturition, and the attentions
required by the Child from birth to the period of weaning; by
P. Cazeavx, member of the Imperial Academy of Medicine,
Adjunct Professor in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, &e., &o.
Adopted by the Superior Council of Public Instruction, and placed,
by ministerial decision, in the rank of the classical works designed
for the use of Midwife Students in the Maternity Hospital of Paris.
Second American, travslated from the fifth French edition, by
W, R. Bullock, M. D., with one hundred and forty illustrations;
pp- 992. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakision. Montreal: B
Dawson. Quebec: Middleton and Dawson. .

“In the sciences of observation,” says Professor Cazeaux, “a new
work is necessarily enriched by the labours of all antecedent writers, and
therefore its great merit consists in collecting the scattered materials and
forming out of them a budy of doctrine, which it illustrates in the clear-
est and-simplest manner possible. Such is the end I have endeavoured
to attain ; and the medical public, and students especially, must judgs
whetl.er T hrave suceceded in the attenpt.”  The fact of the work whose
titlo stands at the head of this article having attained a fifth edition in
France, notwithstanding the publication of a spurious copy in Belgium,
is sufficient evidence that in the estimation of his professional brethren
in that country his attempt has becn completely successful. The cor-
diality with which the first American edition, translated by Professor
Thomas of Philadelphia, was reccived by the profession of this continent,
and the demand which. axists for a second edition, shows thal a hearty
appreciation of the fithfulness and cfficiency with which the author has
accomplished his task is not confined solly to the medical men and
students of France.

In preparing the fifth edition for publication, Professor Cazeaux has
carefully reviewed every division of his book, and increased it so mate-
vially, both by adding to what he had already written and in the form
of entirely new chapters, the work is now about twiee as voluminous as
when the first edition was issued from the press. In the shert notice
we pwpose making, it is our intention to examine the parts to wh.ch our
author has added new matter, and those which he now introduces for
‘the first time.

Book 5, which treats of the Pathology of Pregnancy, or the diseases
induced by the pregnant condition, is one well worthy “of attentive
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rerueal.  Cazeaux adopts the classification of Désormeanx, who ranges
all these diseases under the Lieads of ¢ lesions of digestion, of circulation,
of respiration, of the seuscticns and exeret'ons, of lucemotion, and of the
sensorial and intellectusl functions. Of all the lesions of digestion,
vomiting is certaiuly the' most troublesume to the physivian and dis
tressing to the patient. Casés veeur which resist the best directed efforts
for their mitigation; and the vast numbor of remedies that have been
recommended Ly authorities at Jiffrent times, prove that even the
majority are with difficulty alleviated. Vomiling may appear ab any
perind of gestation, but, as a general rule, it usually oceurs svcn after,
impregnation, and extends over a perivd of two or three months. It
may not make its appearance until the fourth or fifth month, or indeed
till the latter end of gevtation. According to Capuron, when it oceurs
at an early period, it is to be referred to the sympathy which exists
between the uterns and stomach, the iuitation of the foriner organ being
communicated to the latter; when later, it is to be attributed to a’
pletharic condition of the system, produced by a suppression of the
menses, parti-ularly in women of a sunguine temperament; and when it
appears near the termination of pregoancy, it depends upon the ‘mechs-
nieal pressure of the gravid uterus, which, from its size, presses consider-
ably on the abduminal viscera, and thus interferes with the healthy
performance of their functions.

All are agred as to the vomiting being caused Ly the intimate sym-
pathies existing butween the womb and stomach, but still opinions vary
greatly upon the etiology of the affection. © L'¢tiologie que je viens de
propaser,” says Gardien, “sur le vomissement yui servient dans les -
premiers temps de Ia grussesse, suppuse deux clioses @ la premiére, quit
peut exister 1ésinn dans un. organe, parceque les fonctions d'un autre sont
troublées ; la sevonde, que cette affection symptomatique peat quelque- -
fois augmenter la sensibilité, et d'autres fois la diminuer.” M. Dance
and Dr. Burns were of opinjon that inflausiustory affections of the uteras,
the membrares of the ovam, or the placenia, frequently produce vomit-
ing. According to Carus, 2 common cause “is overfulness of the portal
system, in consequence of the increased vascular action of the guni(gl‘ :
system, which plethorie constitution often gives rise to inflammatory affec-
tions.”  Campbell considers torpur of the bowels a very fertile source of
nausea and vomiting in the gravid state; and Churchill is of opinion
that we aray place bad smells, peculiar odours and indigestible food, or
a torpid stale of the bowels, among the ocoasional exciting causes’
Cliomel attributed it to softeniug of the stomach and fatty degeneration
of the liver; and lastly, Dr. Bennet, true to bis hobby, is fully persuaded
that it is to be attributed in almost every instance: to the presence of
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juflammatory ulceration of the os or cervix uteri—that froitfal source, in
his opinion, of the ills with which the female portion of the huraan race
are .Jicted. *“For my own part,” he adds, “since my attention has
beea directed to this subject, I have almost invariably found ulceration
of the neck in cases of this kind" Our author, and in this we sgree
with him, cannot fully receive this opinion of the “ Eoglish accoucheur,’
for, having cxamined with the speculum four primiparous women
affected with obstinate vomiting, he found the cervix to be perfectly
heglthy. .

The vomitings vary much as to their fiequency, intensity and duration.
In the simpler cases, the person merely vomits on rising, or after one or
more of the dnily meals, and there is little, if any, accompanying distress,
Sometimas, however, the ingestion of food causes severe pain, which,
being increased by pressure, way lead vne to imagine for a moment that
ir indicates infammation of the stomack, a condition that very rarely
obtains in cases of vomiting from pregoancy. There are instances, for-
tunately exceptional, in which the affection is so violent and persistent
that the strength of the patient becomes completely exhausted, the vital
powers are prostrated, extreme emaciation ensues, aud death closes the
scene. The diseuse, says M. Chomel, referring to these eases, is chiarac-
terized by frequent bilic us vomiting, an acid, faeti] breath, and fever;
then the brain becomes involved, and we have delirinm, coma and death.
“The views of M. Dubois correspond closely with those of M. Chomel,
and, like him, he describes three stages.  In the first stage the vomiting
is very frequent, and occurs at all times of the day. Tt is very obstinate,
and causes all, or vearly all, of the food to be rejected, even liquids not
being retained. This is soon followed by serious symptoms, arising from
deficieat nutrition, as debility, emaciation, aund alteration of the features.
To the-e symptoms I would add an extreme disgust and aversion for food
of any kind,—a repugnance so invineible as to defy the entreaties of the
family anc the repeated urgent solicitations of the physician. Soon
after, the symptoms peculiar to the second stage legin to appear.
They are, frequency of pulse, great thirst, and a ren.arkably acid breath.
The feetidity and acidity of the breath, says M. Chomel, are so great as
to strike the attention immediately upcn entering the chamber. The
smell is comparable v that of vinegar. In three cases, bowever, two of
which proved fatal, I was unable to perceive this odour. This state,
which is of variable duration, is generally followed in a short time by a
third period, marked by cerebral symptoms. The patient suffers hallu-
civations, intolerable neuralgic pains, snd disordered vision ; the vomiting
lessens or stops, a comatose sleep comes on, and death soon eusues.” p..
268,
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Our readers mnst not imagine that these formidable cases are by any -
means frequent, they are, on the contrary, estremely rare, and may no§
be met with for years, even by phyvsicians ir extensive mid-wifery
practice,

The treatment of vomiting, aslaic down in most works, is exceedingly
conflicting, and must confuse the student of medicine, as there is 1o
order in the arrangement; this, that,and the other remedy it is stated
has been employed by this, that, and the other authority with success;
and so on to the end of the chapter. There is no classification of the
cases, with the v'ew of pointing out what particular remedies are apt to
be beneficial in certain particular cases; the reader is left 4o select a¢
pleasure from the hotchpotch what drug he most fancies. Now, when
a practitioner is consulted in a esze of emesis during pregnancy, his first
duty, we conceive, is, to aseartain if there be present any existing lesion,
any disorder of function, shich might,in conjunction with the inflrence
of a gravid uterus, or een independent of such condition, produce
vomiting. Otherwise, he cannot but treat his patieat empirieally; for,
it is quite evident that the presence of an uleerated cervix uteri, of a tor
pid state of the bowels, or of an inflamed mucous membrane of the
stornach, will modify the treat aent materially.

‘Where vomiting is slight, or where it evidently depends upon the
sympathy whicn we have already spoken of as existing between . e two
organs, the treatment indicated consists in a carefully regulated diet,
and the judicious administration of some of the scdatives and anti-
emetics. Should there be any aridity of the secretions, ar alkali ought to
be combined with them. When it is accompaniel by a toipi* condition
of the bowels, purgatives will be the class of remedies from whieh the
greatest success may be expected.  If therebe an ulcerated neck of the
womb, o an inflamed stomach, treatment directed for the relief and
cure of these conditiors, will, in all probability, be followed by the
happiest results ao regards the cure ¢ f the emesie.  There is one form of
treatment which has been said to be followed by real success, but of
which we cannot speak except in terms of condetnmation, viz: the ad-
ministration of aleoholic Hquors to such an extent as to produce intoxi
cation. M. Raycr says he has used thein with great advantage, and M.
Moreau ard Trof. Meigs are wann advocates for the use of cham, agne
The latter gentleman, in addressing his class, uses the following strong
langnage :—* I, hawcver, dare very confidently to advise you in all cases
of obstinate vomiting, counccted with pregnancy, to aliow your patients
to drink champagne ad libitum ; since, in so great a multitude of ex-
amples of the kinl, I have fourd it to procure a perfect relief.” It
would be interesting to know how many of the learned Professor's lady
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patients snbsequently to their cure, continned to indolge in Libations of
the exhilirating flnid  This, we ounceive to be the great danger to be
apprebended in the administration of stimulants to females, particnlarly
wheo they are pushed to the extent of producing intoxication. How
self-accusing would necessamly bo the reflections of & physician in con-
templating the fact that by his means, that passion, the gratification of
which tends more than rnything else to blant the finer sensibilities of
our natere and imbrute its unfortunate victim, had been implanted in
the brexst of a heretofore gentle, affectionate and loveable being. We
would advise our young readers to pause ere they follow the instruc-
tions of such eminent men as Rayer, Cazeauz, Moreau 2nd Meigs, when
they advise the intoxication of patients for the relief of vomiti ig in preg-
nancy. Ascertain, as clearly and fully as possible, the etiology of the
particular case ; treat it according to rational princinles, and our word
for it, a cure may be affected, where such is possible, without having
recourse to the revolting and unprofessional expedient of making the
patient drunk.

1t will occasionally happen, however, that notwithstanding the em-
ployment of various measures, the vomiting still continues in its fre-
quency and intensity, and tle patient gradually bocomes weak and emaci-
ated. Here then an important question presents itself, are we to allow

patient antil fuil term is reached, and Loping in the meantime that the
emesia nay soon terminate, or shall we have recourse to the fearful
alternative of producing an abortion and thus remove the source of the
irritation which is he cause of all the mischief going on? A very grave
question. iudeed, and one that will agitate the mind of every conscien-
tious pbysician when circumstances force it on his attention. Distin-
guished English accoucheurs are decidedly in favour, whenever all other
means fail, of inducing premature labour. “In such a case,” says
Churchill, “ almost any remedy would be justifiable; and one that may
afford an additional chance of safety to one of the parties implicated,
must be hailed as a boo~ of great magnitude” Denman, Blundell,
Davis, Merriman and Bun - have had rocourse ic this treatment with
success. Our author is decidedly opposed to any interference of the
kivd previous to the seventh month, and hic reasons for such opposition
are exceedingly cogent. “ When a woman having a contracted pelvis
presents herself to a physician, ho knows very well that if the preguancy
be allowed to go on until term, he will have to caoose between embryo-
tomy and the Ciesarian operation; also, that in some cases the latter
operation will be the only resource. If, sfter mature cousideration of
the iuevitablg conscquences of the one and the probable eonsequences
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of the other, hie decides upon the melation of the child, it will doubt.
less appear to him reasonable not to wait until the ncrease1 size of the
fietns ot term shall add to the ditlicnlties anl dangers of embryotomy;
therefore, the production of ablortion withic the first four months of
gestation will seemn to be fully justifiable. But the conditions are differ-
ent when the Iife of the mother is compromised by vomit'ng, however
severe it may be. Inthe first ease the danger s inevitable s and unles
abortion occurs spontuncousiy the Ciesuian section s the only resoures,
and we are aware of the usoad conseguenes of the latter. Tt however
intonse the vomitees may becand notwitlstanding the state of enhinnee
tien to vhich they reluce the female, stidl they are not fuevitably fatal,
Puticut. whose condivion justly excited the greatest solicitude, have boen
known to resist until the latter moaths, and even until the terim of their
preguaney, and then give bicth to strong and healthy children,  Othen,
whom the vomiting Irud reduced to a hopeless condition, have been
sudilenly restored to we most compiete health”™  OF the tatt v kind of
caces, one fell beneat!t the notice of Professor Cazeaun, and thiree were
related to him by 30T Dubois. The operation, mor over, is notaevoid
of damger; Jory although snecessl cases have been recorded by the
DBritish anthorities already referre | to, many unenceessful cases donbtless
remain unrceorded. Our author has a per-omal knowledge of seven
cases in which the operation was performed by skilfull hande, «Of
these, but one woman sursived 5 all the sthers perished, one of the latter
dying oy filteen days after the first attempt, and ten days after the
abortion was accompiished”  To those who refer the failare in thess
cases to the fact that the operations hal been delayed until the vital
powersof the patient had become ton exhauste ], he pertinently replies,
I believe this fully 5 but lere it is that the most diffieult question arises,
When is the aperation proper 7 Ifyon act too svon may it not be snid,
whilst instmeng the cases of spontureons cessatim of the vomiting, as
in tirose which have been quoted, that yon have destroyed the fiotus
without ahvantaze?  If yvou act too lute, may you not be equally e
preached, in view of the fulure of all known operations, with an altept
which may have hastened the fatal termination 2 Where will the pra-
dent practitioner place the limit of expedicney ?

Recent chemical raseaselis inty the composition of the blood of
preguant women, has en:bled us to truly appreciate the character of
cortain morbil conditions present during the pedod of gestation
Formerly, waen a woman complained of headache, vertigo, dimness of
vision, ringing of the ears. flushings of the face, &, it was immediately
attributed to plethora, and blecding was at once proposed and practised.
Now, hoviever, and we are in a great measure indebted for it to M.
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Cazeaux, these symp’oms are rexarded as the osult of a Chloroanmmic
state of the av<ti1a; which is rather to be tee. ted by the judivious ad-
ministration of some ane of the prepatations of iron, combin d with tonies,
In pregnancy the blood i~ darher than at other periodsits cole upod corpas-
elos are dhminished In pnmber s the water is mawtiadly iveveased 1 the
fibrine 3= relatively angmented, in cons quenoe of which, whee: the hlood
ceagnlates ithas a thin layer of buff on its surface, and the amonnt of albu-
men in the sermm is diminished. “Ttis now well proved that the essential
charaeter of plethora iz Lased upon ~ great increase in the propoition of
the Llood corprscles, as their diminution is the distinaive fact in anwia,
Now, if we adiit with M. M. Andral ant Gavarnet, that the meaun vor-
wal peopotion of corpuseles is 127, or with M. M. Becquere! and Rodier
that it is 141 for men and 125 for women, it will be ween that ] the
analyses mle up to the present thne give a much Jower maan for
woman at an advanced stage of prewnancy. Thus, of 31 bleedinzgs
examined by Andral and Gavarret, but one specimen exhibit J, at tie
end of the <econd month, a pro ortion of corpuscles grever than the
physiological wean, namely 145, In one only, pregunant botween cne
and two menths, did the vorpuseles reach the phssiolagi- ol standand of
128, Inall the remaining &2 cases the vorpiscles were below  thic
point, ranging in 6 c¢ases from 123 to 120, and in the other 26, fiom
120 to 55" Dage 276,
The usc of Aucesthetics i midwifery has prodnced a great deal of
anzry diseussion in the medieal world, The apponents of the practice
Vave gone to one extreme, asseiting that it tends to induce many frigit-
fil cond.tions which it is the désire of every practitioner to avoid, It is
hable <oy they to cause death ; to arrest complctely, or diminish materially,
uterine action; to prodece alarming post parten heworthage, ar to bring
on insanity and puerperal convuldons. The alvoeates for e employ-
tert of chlor form awl ether in obstetrie practice, on the other hand, go
{o the other eatremne and afiirm boldly that wher. cither of these anses-
thun iy carcfully administered there is no* the Slightest danger of any
sident oeenring, The trath, as is comegonly found, lis i the wean.
']'Iw sta'ements of the alarmists are greatly (saggerated, and they Lave
formed their conclusions from insa*hseut datd; whilst those of their
oppments are given recklessly, and without refereuce 10 certain facts
which nilitate strongly against their views.  That chloroform may pro-
dnce death, i< a fact unfortunately wo well established to be for a mo-
ment gaineayed.  Surgcons of eminence, who always adopt every pre
caution for the safuty of their patients, have nevertheles Jost individuals,
during operations, from the effec ts of the ir.halation of chlovoform. And
death, moreover, is 1 ot alwags cansed by the invalation of 8 great quan-
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tity, the reverse indeed being the rule. A small dose, in some pecoliar
censtitutions, having a powerfully poisonous effect. It is not long since
we nearly lost a patient, from whose lip we wcre removing a fibrom
tumour. The patient, & young girl of nervous temperament, took the
ckloroform readi'y, holdiag her arms up in the air and clenching her
hands firmly. She mude no efforts to remove the towel, there was no
period of excitcment observable, nor did she bave any spasms, Tna
few minutes her arms gradually fell to her side, and we procecded to
operate. Her pulse at this time was full and regular, and her breathing
perfectly trangua.  The operation, which occupied but a nirute or two,
was scarcely completed when we noticed that a great and sudden change
h.d taken place in our patient. 1ller eye was fixed and glassy ; her lips
pale and Lloodless, and her pulse almost imperceptible. We lost no
time .n having recourse to the manipulations recommended by Dr.
Marshal 11all for the recovery of those in state of asphyxia; she was
placed opposite an open window ; amnmonia was placed beneath her
nestrils ; and as soon as it became practicable stimulants were given in-
ternally. When she recovered, she staiced that from the time of the first
f=w nspizitions of the chloioform vapour, she was entirely obliviiusto
everything, and was pot consciovs at the time of what was being done
to her. The dose in this case was forty-five minims, As many cases
of death bave occurred then from the use of clhiloroform, it is not a sub
stance to be given in every slight or trivial case. We cannot agree with
Dr. Simpson that it rhould be administered in ali l.bcurs whether
natural or diffi~ult, bu rather side with those who would have its use
confined exclu.ively o cases of difficult parturition,

Dr. Murphy, who has published an exceilent little work, entitled
“ Chloreform, its propertics and safety in child-birth,” gives excellent
rules for the admnistration of chleroform, which we transcribe for the
benefit of our rcaders:—Rule 1st.—Let the chloroform be pure. If
rubbed on the bands the smell should be fragrant, not pungent like sul-
phuric ether. If inspired there is & sense of warmth in the mouth, a
fruity flavour, nv pungency ; if the streugth of the vapour be sufficieut,
it will excite a slight coughj but if impure, the cough is initating.
Abont thirty minime will be sufficient in the first instance. 2nd—
When labour has commenced, do not interfero so lung as the patient
bears hier pains well; if she be not teased with short, very severe and
inefficient pains, chloroform nced not be given; if, on the contrary, the
severity of the first stage be such, the anguish of the patient so great,
that pain is evidently a cause of prostration, chloroform may be given
with great benefit. 3rd.—Always commence with a sinall dose, about
thirty minims; if it agree with the patient no inconvenience is c2used,
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but she will generally complain that 3t is doing her no good the quan-
;i.ty may then be increased, until on inhalalion the exbibiter finds that.
she cannot take a full inspiration without cough. 4th—In the secord
stage of labour, chloroform may be given wnen the head is approaching
the perineum, or before then if the pains become intolerable; this may
be known not merely by their greater intenity wlhen the uterus is in
action, but also by the restlessness of the patient in the intervals; she is
watchful, dispirited, ctill crying, but in a more subdued tore, from pain
and afeeling of soreness.  5th,—When the head arrives at the peritoum,
chloroform may be given in a fuller dose, if it have not already accumu-
latad, The perincum yi2lls nmiore resdily under its influence, and the
severity of the pains is controlled without any loss of force. This rule
applies especially to cases in -shich powerful forcing pains are acting
sgainst the periveum at the hazard of its laceration. 6ib.—When
opecrations are necessary, if they are not severe,—as, for instance, some
forcepa operations,—chloroform may be given in the same manner as in
natoral labour, but always afte: the in<trument is applied ; if severe, it
may be given as ih surgical operations, but mot to the same extent,
Hence an assistant is necessary who is conversant with the prope ties of
this aneesthetic, It 3a obvious that the same person camnot operawe and
give simultaneously the full soporific dose of this agent,  7th—1It should
be applied to the mouth just Lefore the pain commences, two or thres
full ingpirations taken, and the moment the action of the uterus ceascs
it should be withdrawn ; it should never be applied in the interval be-
tween the pains.  §th—When inhalation is continued in this interrupted
manner for some time, if any alteration be observed in the countenance
or marner of the patient,—if the face is flushed or bloated, or tinged
with a slight lividity,—if she ramble or become hysterical, let it be with-
drawn and the face of the fatient fonned ; wait until the pains retarn to
their original severity before renewing the inhalation, when it ia probable
that these symptoma will not return.  9th.—1n some inatances the patient
is very intolerant of her pains, and if given chioroform to relieve them,
she becomes hysterieal, crying, perhaps louder than beforc it was inhaled ;
in thesa cases it is better to induce soper, which may be easily done
without stertor. Whenever sopor is brought on, the closest attention
should be given to the countenance,—observe the irritability of the eye-
lidy—to the respiration, —notice its frequency, and especially stettor,—
to the polse,—mark its strength. 10th.~—There should be the freest cir~
culation of air in the apartment, and if after delivery there shou!d be any
eeﬁng of faintness or nausea, ammonia in effervescence will relieve it,
There are many other matters in this new edition of Cazeaux's Mid-
wifery that we would Jike to notice, did our space perm.t. We must,
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however, closs here, and refer our readers to the “work itself. Dy,
Bullock descrves great credit for his excellent translatipn,

ART, XIL—On the Diseases, Injuries, and Malformations of the
Rectum and Anus, with remarks on Habitual Constipation, By
T. J. Ashton, Surgeon to the Blenheim Dispensary, Fellow of the
toyal Medico-Chirurgieal Society, Member of the Tathological
Soriety of Londom, Corresponding Member of the Pathologicsl
Society of Montreal, Member of the Conneil of the Harveian So-
ciety, formerly House Surgeon to the University Coll: :» Hospital,
Sccond edition, pp. 389. London : John Churchill, New Bur
lington Street,  Montreal: B. Dawson,

In our third volume we noticed favourably the first edition of this
the Lest and most complete work that has yet appeared in the English
langunage on the subject of which it treats. It affords us satisfaction to
witness that a second edition has been so soon demanded, as it is proof
that the profession of Great Britain have formed a favourabie opinion of
the value of the work. We are surprised that some of the enterprising:
publishers in the United States, have not made arrangements ere this
for its vepublication, Buoks of far less wmerit have frequently been
reprinted. |

Among other chapters Mr. Ashton has one on habitual costiveness,a
condition which is very common, and one that often continues in spite
of the most judicivus ticatwent. When present, it is the cause, by its
sympathetic cffects, of various disurdered conditions, which render the
life of the patient miscrable, And thuse functivnal derangements are
exceedingly apt, when they bave eaisted for any time, to eventuate in
serious organie diseascs,  Fwcal accumulations oceur in persons of seden-
tary babits, or those of a lax filre, aud these who through laziness neg-
Icel to emply, at stated pariods, bowals loaded with matters which nature
intended should Le voided daily fiom than, Tt is one of the things hard
to-be accounted for, that a man should willingly make bimself a walking
cloaca, a reecptacle for the conscrvation of his own foeces. The treat:
ment of habitual constipation resubves iteelf into a few simple rules,
Ist. The putient st be induced w0 * solicit nature ™ at some certain
hour every day, the merning after breakfast being the best time.  2nd,
Medicines should be adminisiered for the purpose of acting as laxative,
and as tunics to the relaxed Lowels.  3rd. Baercise performed regulatly
and within fatigue should on no account be neglected.
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ART. XIII.—The Physicians Visiting List, Diary and Book of Engage-
ments for 1858 —Philadelphia, Lind-ay and Blakiston; Monireal
B. Dawson; Quebec, Middleton and Dawsc..

The publishers have met, as was to be expected, with success in the
- publication of this exceedingly useful book. They say: It is still held
in high estimation by the profession, a very gratifying fact, and one
which enables them to renew again with much confidence, thanks to
their many friends for the very flattering praise beslowed on it, not only
Ly continuing to use it themselves, but by their high recommendations
of its use to others.” For the information-of those who have not as yet
used the Visiting List, we may state that it contains an Almante
Table of Signs; Poisons and their antidotes; Table for caleulating the
period of Utero gestation ; Blauk leaves for Visiting List—for memor-
anda, &e.,—for addresses of patients and others—for addresses of nurses
their references, &c,—accounts asked for—memoranda of wants—
Obstetric engagements=—Vaccination engagements—General memo
anda, dc. N

CLINICAL LECTURE.

Gleet and Gonorrhea. By Freperick C. Skey, Esq, FR.S, F.RCS.
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital.

(Medical Circular.)

GextLaMEN,—] am going to day to make some observations on
“Gleet” a very familiar subject 5 and because it is so has shaved the fate
of almost everything familiar—contempi.  Now, on the other hand,

. because it is very comunun, I think it is very important ; most important
especially for all young Dbeginners fo understand thoroughly. When I
say gleet, I include also its “other Lrother,” gonortheea.  Gleet is a
discase, as I see it in hospital and private practice, susceptible of very
fair treatment and care, and susceptible of very erroncous treatment.
Gleet is not an incurable thing, if you go the right way alout it. A
very coiumon erroris to push jour remedies too mmeh,—indecd, far
beyond the line where they continue to be useful. I kuow no surgical
disease so over-treated as gleet is 3 it is wanaged on what I explained to
you recently, as & mis-application of the term “inflammation,™ and on
old routine, the result of that error. Gleet has nothing to do with ac-
tive inflammation. The term “ congestion” of vesscls comes nearer to
my idea of the disease. T am perfectly satisfied thaf gleet is the result
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of & passive state of the vessels, or congestion, with effusion, rather thy

the result.of active iuflarnmation ; in fact thereis a local remora, a wag

of tone ; and the primary thing, depend upon it,in treating gleet or
gononbeea is to get up this tone, to strengthen the cemure of the cirey

lation, and by no manner or means tu depress this centre! Al deple

tion, purging, antimony, &e., are caleulated, T Lelieve, to deteriorato the

blood rather than to improve it, or improve the general tone of the
constitution in any round-about manner. I hospitals I have no douly,
at all on this point. Some voty eminent men of the present day* e
of opiniun that the type of diseases has changed of late yeurs, and this
you caunot blecd at all now in cases where it was formerly the zuleto
dvso: this is & very broad question, but it weuld lead me from the
subject of “ Gleet,” to follow it further to-day.

What is gleet # Who shall define it, or its next-door neighbour, gon
orrheea? As I merely propose in these clinical lectures to throw out
some hints—some materials for you to think about as you go through
the wards,—I am abrupt on purpuse. Gleet is derived from local as
well a3 constitutional causes. Nothing is more common (if we revert
to the history of the diseasc) than for a man afier a cerlain lapsus with
one of the other sox, to have glecty discharge ; if we now add to this, as
Wwe vughi, ibai Le is dissipated and careless (as nine vut of ten such men
are)—if he drinks and smokes, and takes a great deal of exereise,—if he
continues drinking, especially, and eating very little, and losing tone,
nothing is more common, I say, than for this gleet to run on into gonorr
hea. Tell me where one begine and the other ends? You can't; I
wish you could.  You will say, as many young men going up to
College do, that one (gleot) is a sero-purulent discase, the other
(gonoriliea) is o pwiulent discase. . I don't believe, however, that they
are two discases at ally but one. (The effusion into the pleura in
pleurisy is serous; tap it, and the next is serc-purulent: do you call it
two diseases?) Cure the gleet and you'll hay ¢ 1o gonortha:a—cure the,
gonorrheea and you'll have no gleet!

Now, as to the practical part of the maftter—a few words as to
treatment. We will take a typical case, with ardor urina, painful
erection, and all the rest of ii; nay, we will say there is slight fever,
but I deny the stereotyped “ inflammation of the mucous membrene of;
the urethra,” &c. Iow is it to b treated 2 One surgeon gives calomel
and jalap, cubebs aud Lalsam ad infinitum, as wo see the cases in St

* Sce the remarkable and still unsettled controversy this year oetween Pro
fessor Bennett and Dr. Alison, of Edinburgh, on this point, But rash opiaions
of such “fallacies,” without facts, can be of little use,
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Bartholomew's, in the out-paticnts’ department, literally in hundreds;
calome! and jalzp modulating the tune into the key of gamboge, black
draugh, jalap and balam. Ol that sorrowful black draught, “ senna
and what purgative Jrug™* to purge these humonrs out.  Calomel, jalap,
gamboge, black dranght—tuere’s a catulogue black indeed! I do not
bers draw atall on 1wy fancy ; ask the patieats themselves—there lives
are pearly drenched out of them, often by persens who are not medical
3 the tirst visit ‘o the
vhemist, or ty his approntice, the patient is orderad to come again, and

men at all.  Theo, on the second day fuilow™
he has more purgatives, a strony seidlitz ponder, blue pill, &e., perhaps
0 get a full action of the Lowels, already ssbausted ; b is usually order-
ed also cooling medicines. Then as to det—1 loak upon it as perfeetly
wonstreus, I hold it, that gleet if lot adone for ten days will gret well,
cspecially if the man keeps up the tone of his system. Many of the
patients with whoin [ have tu Jdo in the better walks of life bave their
pint of wine a day at divuer, their ordinany weat twice aday, at least,
and perhapsa glass or two of ale, especianly with their Tunclieon or supper,
[ am not quite sure that a glass of bramds and water is niot often taken.
involuntarily alvo to be sure, with that odious pipe of tobarsso, out in the
garden or 1;1» in the attie. We bave these toung mier, son- of bauk o,
young barristers, rich ~lkopkeepers’ s, &, ait ving very well, but let
any one of them eoatact o gloet—for T ook on gleet ws the essential
disease, not wonorthea—ihen, forthwith, water wiuel and water diet,
with stary ation, are aliled 0 Yo l»urgnlix'es. The disehi rge coutinues,
more profuse than before 3 at the end of three weeks, there it is sill 5 at
the end o six werks, yes, there itisy butitis now cbanged—it is row lese
sero-putuler t, and more purnlent; two and three mouths elapse, ther
is the discharge.  But now the paticut is ordered turpentine, or belsam,
or a balf~lrachm of cubebs, ter in div: or copaibie guttae, AL, with in-
jeetions of the sulphas zinei, or. v, inanonace of water (4 sort of eanstic
application); or it may be, all these me changed for sulphate of copper
or =ulphate of alam,  Now thisis what T -ct with every weck; itis
the old plan of the new books, but I believe it to be very had treatment
indeed—about the worat that rational men ¢ruld adojt. 1 aould beg of
each of you, as you are petting into practice, to a-t honestly to your
patiems, and avoid antiquated routine in a ww shape.

New, what s glcet? You perceive T repeat the question that we lef
only half answered. Well, my answer is that in gleet the exhalants
+ 7 the urethra pour out an abnormal amount of tluid from a specific exci-
ting cause, and we have—I wish you to remember the phrase—a drop-
sical condition, or dropsy of the urethra !

* Macbleth,
B8
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All that is written of the power of inoculating gonortheea or gleat
comes to nothing, though books are filled with such things. What i
gleet and its eure? that is the practical point—don’t tell me of your
gonorrheal inceulations as cures or gonorrheal chancres. Gleet, if let
aloue, will probably cure itself, but by the plan of treatment I have
sketched, so rruch in favour with patients themselves, and with those
men of the spermatorrheea chemists’ shops who delude the publie, it will
go on for four months or five months. 1 have known it to go on even
longer than this—but see what you are doing, and what the scientific
surgeon must avoid ; you begin by destroying your patient’s stamina—
he is confined so many weeks to his room perhaps, if he is such a fool ag
to stop there—you administer purgatives, you wind up the clock, and set
the liver in order, &c.; hut the old purgative system is on its last legs
depend upon it.  How much has it to answer for ?—it belonged to the
sehool of Cullen; he it was that introduced it, but it is gone. If you
had let this man with gleet alone, he would geﬁ well.  Four or six grains
of sulphate of zine to an ounce of water, actirg like a foreign body, has
been injected into his urethra, at a time that copaibe and cubebs have
been passing out in his urine; he is wenkened by purgatives. You
attack him right, Jeft, and centre with physic and you add irritation t
irritation—is that the way to cure him?

T meet cases of gleet nine or ten weeks old, ay, in dozens! they come
to me with a long story of all they have been doing—purgatives, balsam,
mixtures, nitrate <7 silver injections, &c.; now I have used all sorts of
things myself, led by the old routine. T have given as much as six or
eight grains of the zine to an ounce of water, but I found that T failed
by my very eagerness to effect a cure, you will cure the patient to day, so
to say, but he will come back as bad as ever in a day or two again. I
vou use an injection of six or eight grains, as I have just specified, the
vessels suddenly contract; but so sure have you “reaction” and all your
old troubles back again. .

This “law of reaction” is no new thing in surgery—take two boys
with warts on their firgers, and some of these warts are not much diffe-
rent, in mieroscopic structure, from other warty and some cancer growihs.
One buy has his wart scientifically excised, or rubbed +with nitiate of sil
ver, it is gone, but in a few days it comcs back again, and is almost ren-
dered perpetual by this process of praning and nitrate of silver stimulants.
The other boy cuts off his wart, and applies a mild milky juice of 4 plant
celebrated for these cures ; T cannot give you the botanical name of the .
plant, some of our learned Thebaus donbtless can.  Well! wlat is the ,
result, the milky juice cures the wart entircly and effectually. The
nitrate of silver cncourages it to grow! I believe that in one case the.



CLINICAL LECTURE. 259

mild efficient action f the milky juice, “ papaveracer,” or dandeliona-
ccr, or whatever “ acew ™ you please, gradnally obliterates the little ves-
sels of the pait (we knaw lactie acid wili abliterate larger veseels)., Na-
ture worhs with very simple agents somefimes,  In ore case, I say, the
mil! but efficient action of the milky vegetable juice blocks up and obli-
teratez the vessels; in the other ease, the vessels recoil—say as the iris
shut+ out the stimalus of  too much Tuht, or the glottiy expels foreign
bodies, sv it is in onr sthimuh applic 1 to the delicate membrane of the

arethra.  Gar strony injections, I j sulph. zind to I viij of water do
mischich,

*The moest effectal raaedy £ rilis class of o ases, gleet, gonorrheea, & o,
that T know is balfa grain of sulphate of zine to an ounce of rose warer,
There is no = recoll”™ of the amiler vessels no discomfort to the patient,
by 2t be desived to use it five times a-das, but above everything else,
keep up his sys‘em by tonies and banish purzatives, antimony, &e.

Order your patient an vight ounce letion o this Kind, containing fow
groies of the sulplats, no more, and let him have, internally, 6+ tinetura
ferri or furrocitrate of quinine, wd libitune—do not alter his diet, except
ithappen to be egregionsly faulty i some way 1 or you may give five

_drops of the balsam copaibie, Lut do not < “ve 'tin large doses—the larger
the dose the morc mischict it does.  Gleet or ganorrlueais net a trifling
disensey remember Cither of them may leave a «ttiictine, and u stricture
may leal seoner or later to the utinost niisery, if not death, of your
paiient.

If yo won'd = build up™ power, yeu wonhd cure gleet or gonorrhas
in half the time woually wasted in making it worse, that is my clief po-
sten—strengthen ' contre of the eirulation, T will give you a case.
A yomg man, a fumer from Wiltshire, a Mghly respectatle man. enme
upio town toacattle <how,and contracte Fazonorrhen; e was “ead- -
ful to Lis wife without being awme of it.” ac some one <ays in a piay of
Wrychetley's or Beanmont and Fleteher's. This, v o word, was the
history that vne could extract from him.

He appemed quite shecpish and puzzled abont it, but half suspected
he hald gone where hie ought not. He was most exeited and anxious to
get well, he would not for the world the doctor or Lis wife in Wiltshire
got a hint of it—well, I enred him in two days. I T Lad gone the old
way about if, he would still have had it at the end of two months, with
what amount of fanuly feuds T shall not strive to imagine.  llere's ano-
ther case :—A young gentleman going to be marvied, got overtaken by
the ceremony being required to be done somer than he expected. T need
Bot go into particulars, but he called on me with a rattling gonorrhega
ove morning, and he wastc be married that day in the ensuing week !
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what was to be done? He had g 1e through a pilarimage of the oif
routine remedies, I gave him twelve grains ferrocitrate of quinine terin
die, and told him all would be right, but to use the mild injection mos
religiously. He got perfectiy well in a week, and the nuptial knot wa
tied—this was before the passing of the © divorce bill” but, if he had not
changed his old routine treatment he certainly could mot have got
married.

In conclusion, T would say, avoid depletion and purgativis—don't ine
terfere with your patient’s wine or beer; as for the prime vie and al
that sort of thing, for God’s sake leave the liver alone, and trust with
confidence to tonies and mild injections | '

THERAPEUTICAL RECORD.

The Devil Plaster.~Much used by an old surgeon of Morello” and his song
for the cute of wounds without loss of substaunce, the composition of whick
they kept sueret, is now pubiished to the world by M. Escorihmels. —Re
obtained the secret from one of the heirs. Tt is as follows: Black pitch and
dry rosin, aa. 180 gram.; powdered carth worms, 30; crude alum, 4 esser
tial oil of turpentine, 98; mixed well. Several cases of severe wounds are
reported cicatrized without suppuration Ly this plaster after 17 or move day»
Even fractures and, tumours were treated with suceess by it.

Destases of the Siin ireated by Boras and Sulphur—C. Dalla recommends
highly the following prescriptivn: Balsamic lard, 400 grmm.; ofl of swee!
almonds, 24; spermaceti, 32; borax, 50; sulplmr, 20; essence of citron, i
drops. M. Good for Eezema, Prurigo, &c.

Lilac leaves as a Febrifuge.~M. Macario havirg been induced to try thesein
intormittent fever, owing to a popular reputation they had acquired in
Flanders, found that of tventy cases, thirteen were entirely succéssful, and
seven failed. In sume ot the former, quining or arsenic had failed. .\ deeot
tivn of the leaves was adwinisterdd fasting, luring dve or siz daysin su\.ceﬂ-
gion.—Rev. Méd., and Peninsular Jour, of Med.

Sesquichloride of Fron in Hemorrhages.—Dr. Herzfelder quite confirms the
zood accounts of this given by the French practitioners, as a most valuable
agent in various kinds of internal hemorrhage; and far superior to ice, alum
tanmmn, ete. e dissolves a scruple in 4 ouuces of water, tnd gives a spoonfil;
evury quarter or haif Lour.  Dr. Raith confirming this account, and especiallf:
as tegards uterine hemotrages, prefers the tinet, ferri scsquichl,, as the watelf
solution is very nauscous. — Buckncr’s Report and Nasheille Jour. of Med.
and Surg.

Eggs for burns.—Th~ white of an egg has proved of late the most efficaciout
remedy for burns., Seven or eight successive applications of this subsiane
soothe the pain and efi. tually exclude the buring parts from the air. Thir
simple remedy scemws to us far preferable to collodion, or even cotton.
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Chleroformn liniment in burns.——M. Bargiacchi states that he has found the
extreme suffering prodoced in bad burns completely relicved by means of a
liniment composed of chloroform and cod-liver cil.

Lime in the cye.—If quickli ne gets into the eye, so a3 to darken the cornea
by the lime penetrating the coating itself, the best remedy i water zaturated
with sugar.

Eczema of the nares—In pruriginous eczemu of the nares, M. Trossean
cmploys with great advautage subnitrats of bismuth mixed up with mucilage
of quince seeds into a pagike consistency. —Journal de Chimie Méd.

Giycerine caustic in lupus.—Profe<sor Hebra, of Vienna, emplrys the following
formula: lodine, 45 iou.ide of potassium, 4; and glreerine, & parts. It is
applied on alternate days by means of a pencil. It causes pain for more than
swo hours, but it possesses the advantage of curing the lupus without giving
rise to deforming ciextrices.

PERISCOPE.

B moval of the Tue Nil—*4 Of the minor operations of surgers, few,
if any, are more repulsive to the patient, as we'l as the Surgeon, than
the okl fashioned plan of diyging an eyeball from its socket. or the varied
proceedings acopted for removing an offen<ive toe il To my erlleague,
Mr Critehett, the Profession i indebted for the sulstitution of s conpas
ratively unobjectionable operati n— as far as the opora‘or is concerned—
for the former exicency; one as free from difficu'ties as from repulsive-
ness, and as «atisfaetory to the patient as any operation can be, which
bas for its object the removal of a nseless and tormenting or zan.

What can ba more horrifying to a e (ndowed with commen sym-
pathy, than to sec a nail drazged upwards to its reots?  The ayony
ioflicted, the violnee to the saljarent stractures the hiemorrhage, and
sabsequent snffering, a'l damand some more tolerable procedwe. Hence,
sme have proposed amputation even, rather than practise the ordinary
operation, or have dissected away the unc al matrix, or removed the nuil
by caustic; and in a cave of incurved] tee-nail, T have witnessed the sam-
mary proceeding of entting away the offienling ua'l with a portion of the
<oft parts from the en'l of the toe, at once an effontive and omparatively
painless cours . T eases in which the nail lias become detached at the
matriv. it is ool kuown that when necessary it may ensily be tilted for
wards,produein y com; aratively Jittle sefferinz, Jacordion or Lleeding, and
o clandalay sympathy.  For come years T have endexvoured to mitate
thi. proceeding in the evulsi n of the nail, an aceount of intractable
uleers or in-growing margin, by the following method :—Tf only part of
the 4l requiced te be removed, as for incurvatim, T have divided it by
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the point of a kuife, and carcfully passing one blade of a strong pair of
dressing forceps nader the nail, to the extent of one-third to one-hail &
an *nch, and then firmly grasping it with the forceps, I have succeeled
di..- dging it easily by a sudden jerk forwards and upwards,

Some years ago, the Senior Dispenser at the London Hospital con.
sulted me on acconnt of incurved great toe-nail.  Ile had for sonie timg
cut away the 1aarein of the nail till a fungus arose.  He then allowed the
nail to grow, and thined it by seraping, 50 as to allow of its edge heing
raised by small compresses.  This he found <o painfal that he was obliged
to abandon the plan. T advised the hardening of the cuticle, by apply.
ing nitrate of silver, and allowing it to dry.  This relieved him for some
time ; but the nail continuing to grow, burind itself in the soft parts at
the extremity of the toe, and prodoced such pain, that T 1ecommended
him to have it removed. Winle under the intluence of chloroform, §
took away the piece in the mode above detnilad,  No irritation followed,
and in a fow days he resumed his active duties in the Dispensary.  Tbe
licve he has had no further tronble from it.

For the purpose of removing the entive nail, T have had a pair o
forceps made by Messrs, Weiss, resembling a strong tooth foreeps in g
neral outline, but the jrws slightly curved and roughened ; the lower
sharp at the point, and nuil-shaped, coneave-convex; tha upper concars,
to enable them accwately to seize a nail. By means of them I have
surceeded in taking away nails without much difficulty. It is necessary
to usc considerable foree, and unless the foreeps are carefally made, they
easily slip. In several instances the patients have been enabled to walk
about within & day or two of the operation,  One walked home from the
Hospital, a distance of half a mile, immediately he recoveret from the
effects of the chloroform.

Some years ago I was con=ulted by a pupil of Dr. Jackson of Bame
ley, on account of in-growing great toe-nail, which was causing very grest
inconvenicnee, and had resisted the usnal treatment. I advised the evuk
sion of the nail, and an instrument was extemporised for the occasion by
a smith in the town ; a common pair ot bell-hanger’s pliers was adapted
to the purpose by beating out the jaws to a sharp edge, so as to enable
it to be passed under the nail.  The patient was placed under the influens
of chloroform, and the nail removed as easily as the imper fection of the
forceps permitted, for, in the absence of teeth, the instrument slippef
once or twice. Little inconvenience resulted from the injury inﬂicle(f:
and he made a rapid recovery. On one oceasion J operated on a patiest
without the anazsthatic, as he was unwilling to take chloroform ;- the mal
said that the pain was not so severe as to induce him on another occa
to shrink from his determination, and was far leas than he had been i
to expect. ' -
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In the muajority of the cases of inverted margin, which have fallen
to my care, | have lately adopted the plan of compiete evulsion, and
wund the recovery more rapid, and with less tendeney to relapse, than
when only part of the nail had been removed : for under the latter ¢iy-
cum=tances, the parts often granulate above the surfuce, and produce the
original fungus ancw. Ba: by removing the wkole nail, no unequal
support occurs 5 the nail is reproduced on a better type, and the raw
swrface ean be lardened by nitrate of silver to form quite an artificial
nail, and eanble the patient 1o walk without inconvenience.”— Medicul
Circuer,

On Fatty degenzrations with Phihisis.—Thoe * Lancet” gives the follow-
ing extract :i—> It must not be thought,” observed the late Mr. Barlow
‘that ihis guestion of the complication of phthisis by degencration
has no practical iv erest.  The fauy heart, when oncs produced, is a
grave addition to a complaint not needing it, and way lead even to
sudden death. Not long ago, I examined a man lor advaneed iu con-
sumption, who, having a soverely degencrated heart, toroed sud-
denly pale, and fell dead upon the floor. There was no act of dying:
he was instantly dead. M. Louis, in his grent work on P'hthisis, has a
chapter on * cases of unexpected death, which wie not explicable by the
condition of the organs,” and describes the case of a woman who died sud-
denly to the great surprise of dic occupants of the neighbouring beds.’
“The heart wns somewhat soft’ and there is no great buldness in conjectur-
ing that it bad undergone fitty conversiou. M. Louis remarks—* No doubl,
in this case, the amount of disense in the lungs was considerable; but a
fair portion of those organs was still permeable to the air and respiratiou
performed with regularity a few iminutes before death. Between that
time and the moment at which life suddenly censed, no change, at least
of an appieciable kind, appears to have been effected in those organs.
How, then, can we explain the unexpected death? It is justifiable to
compare the viscera with the locomotive muscies, and admit thai under
certain circumstances they become suddenly incapable of purforming their
functions, from a kind of fatigue ?°

The following observations of Dr. Christison 1nay appositely succeed
to the question propounded by Louis :—* Discases of the beart ofien exist
for & long time without a single symptom to attract the attentiou of the
patient or his friends, ana cften prove instantly fatal without a single
precursory warning. Nothing can exceed the irreguiarity of the circum-
stances in which such disenses prove fatal. Not only may ove man sustein,
without inconvenience, ar amount of organic injury which cuts short the
lifs of another ; not only may one suffer long and cruelly from the same
sficction in kind as well a8 degree which kills another without a moment's
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previous suffering 5 but, likewise, one y.ereon may die of a limited oxten{.
or degree of a disorder, which in another reaches an extraordinary height
without giving a single indication of its presence. Tt is almost unneces-
sary to illur'rate, by examples, statements so familiar to all practitioners:
A case is related by Dr Semple of a medical man who died at the age
of soventy-one, and in whom there existed valvular murmur with fatty
deaencration of the heart.  The anthor observes :—* The muscular fibres
-f the heart, which oxhibited no morbid appearances to the naked eye,
were examined by the microscope separntely by myself, and by two prae.
tised microscopical observers,  Weo all eoncurrel in discovering fatty
degeeneration of the heart—nmne.ous minuie oil-globules being deteeted
in the muscular tissue, aml the transverse stiiie of the fibres being m
many cases obliterated, and their place being filled by oil-globules. In
this cuse. continues Dr Semple, ¢ thera ean hie no doubt that very serions
disense of the heart existed, and had, probably existed for a long period
before death.  Yet it in a curious circumstance that although fatty dege
neration was naturally suspected, no symptum which could be referred
to that lesion was ever detected during Jife, nor could it be said that
Jeath was aceclerated by that circmmstance ()  We are naturally led
to ask whether, although the microscopic appearances of futty degeners
tion are well-marked, and now well known, it is after all a matter of great
pathological importance?  When persons have died swldenly, and no
obvious cause of death has been discovered, the inicroscopical evidencs
of fatty degeneration has often beon adduced toaccount for the catastrophe;
but T doubt very much whether death is due to this cause. T apprehend
that the examipation of many persons who have died of other than car
diac disease would prove the existence of fatty degeneration of that organ;
while, on the other hand, no trace of such a lesion can be discovered in
many cascs of su!den death. The existence of fatty degeneration of mus
cles, consisting in the development of minute oil-globules in their fibrills,
is, no doubt, one of the most interesting discoveries of modern days; but
the connexion of this degeneration with the functions of the Lieart and
the symptoms which indicate it during lifo, are subjects which require
careful investigation.!

In writing of the ¢ faity heart,’ Hasse observes : ¢ This morbid state, so-
far from being local, as some patholagists believe, is the result of various
affections in other organs < and though not manifested by any specific locai -
symptoms, its prescnce may nevertheless be inferred with tolerable cer-
tainty from collective symptoms referable to other parts of the body,
Thus, in functional disturbance of the larger organs of secretion, and espe-
cially those engaged in the elaboration of venous blood, we neet with:
fatty encumbrance of the heart in its second stage ; the abnormal condi-
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tion being then conjoined with o.her changes, all dependent, moro or less
directly, upon hepat'c or pnlmonary disense, or, at auy rate, indicative
of venous plethora,  In thirteen eases of fatty degeneration of the mue-
colar substance in its second stage, I found, upon cadaveric inspection, the
liver invariably diseased—being six times in the granular and thrice in
the fatty state. In seven cases there was depnsition, mors or Jess eon-
siderable, of blackened masses (cieatrized tubereular cavities); rnd in
four, actual tubercles in the lungs; in cight cases, hamorrhoidal and
vasical phlebeetatis @ in three, varicose veins of the leg.

To return, however, to the co-existence of tho arcus senilis with phthi-
sis; and in doing so T shall again quote from the work of Mr. Barlow,—
a work replete with valuable information, well stored with facts, and
highly suggestive on the subject of fatty degeneration :—¢ That phthisis
should lead to fatty degeneration of the heart can give no surprise; it
runs often & slow and tedious course, while the emaciation which shows
the skeleton in outline ia but too common. The obscrvations of Louis
on the softening of the tissues in cases of this affection must be well con-
sidercd in referenco to fatty degeneration. » What he says of the fatty
liver, the softened brain, the atheromatous aorta, and the condition of the
heart, is of great interest ; but the observations should be repeated with
all the help the microscope can furnish. . . .. . It would be very impor-
tant to examine carcfully the softencd Lrains which ocensionally oceur in
phthisical patients, with the view of detecting fatty degeneration of the
smali blovd-vessels.  The other day I visited & man, aged forty, who was
dying of consumpticn ; he had an arcus senilis and hemiplegia. 1lis
body was not examined, and it remains uncertain whether his paralysis
were due to the presence of wberle, or fatty degeneration, or some other
canse.’ "

Case of Rheumatic Paralysis.—The paticnt was & man, E. S, aged
thirty-two, married, living at Wellingbcrough, in a romewhat damp
house, but in a very healthy situation. II: was by trade a shocmaker,
and up to January 1856, had always, with slight intermissions, enioyed
good health, On the 16th of that month, he was attacked witl. severe
pain in the bowels, which were tender and constipated ; but he was soon
relieved by purgatives, combined with calomel and opium.

On February 3rd, he began to complain of acute pain in the left
shoulder and elbow-joints, accompanied by heat, thirst, aud restlessnes<.
On the second day, the pain extended to theleft arm, then to both hands
and wrist-joints, which were slightly swollen. In about a week or ten
days the severity of the symptoms had in some degree ceased, bnt then,
the pain was felt cxtending down the back to the hips, knees, and ankles.
Again, the febrile symptoms were renewed ; the tongue became furred,

'



<66 . PERISCOPE.

the pulse quick, the urine scanty, and with bright red deposit, the
breathing rapid and jerking ; and he had occasional delivium.  Thizstaty
continucd for six wecks, The treatment consisted of antimony, opium
and small doaes of enlomel 5 afterwards, when the lower linmlbs brcamg
affected, colchicum with bicabonate of potash was alded to the othe
remedies with marked benefit.  The febrile symptoms gradunlly subsided
but unfortunately leit the patient weak and iveapable of the slighten
movement.  Paralysis sceined complete in all the voluntary muscle;
but the patient retained his power over the rectum and bladder.  Week
after week now passed with no amendment; blisters and other irsitanty
were applicd to the spine; the pazient ook quinive, ammonia, iron, jodk
de of potussium, and zine, in suceession, and had the continued daily o
of elcetro-galvanism up to June 21st. At this time, he had only so fu
recovered as to be able to move Lis neck freely, the right wm «t'fily, and
in some degree the fingers of the right hand. At this date, he was can
fully conveyed to the Northampton Infirmary, and there most nssiduouty
attended by Dr. Webster (who took a great iuterest iu 1l 5 ease) for foy
months, but returned with his paralytic symptoms unaileviated.

At the preseut time (May 21st, 1857), wwre than fittecen months fiom
the commencement of the attack, his health is good ; he eats and drinh
well; indeed, he gets fat and looks cheerful j he can move his head
all directiona; he has the power when in bed of rolling from the left side
on to his back, which is a great reliet’; he can move the right arms, but th
hand is drawn back and iucapable of much Jexion; with difliculty be
can grasp a fork, but is unable to feed himself. The left arm lies by bis
side nseless ; nor can the hand be flexed or brought up to the head. The
right leg he can move freely when lying on the left side, but cannot draw
it upwards. Tho left leg is useless. There is no swelling in any of the
joints. Hc has no difficulty in passing either urine or firces; the forme
is of healthy character and sufficient quantity. The bowels are generally
moved once a duy. .

He has never had any loss of feeling ; and has rather an exquisite sex
sitiveness to the least touch throughout the whole body.

Rumarks.—There is no novelty in rheumatic naral, sis; and the preses
case was introduced to the attention of the meeting for the purpose o
inviting discussion as to the nature and causes of paralysis in rheumati
fover, It was also desired to educe the practical experience of thos:
members who had met with cases similar to that of my unfortunate pe;
tient; and to ascertain if any plan of treatment had been devised fdz:
alleviating so great a calamity. It was suggested that a general long,
continued use of the jodide of putassium was an important, and frequet
ly a successful remedy; as was also the frequent application of bhstenﬁ
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the spine, comhined with aitention to the state of the heulth generally.
These remadies, as well as others mentione] :hove,had been fairly tried,
god, [ am corry to say, hal vtterly failed.— Filems.

On the Trealmint of Iuternal Hamoreloids.—Mu, Hamicron.—In
Franee some surgeons prefer to destroy the hiemorrhoids by causties, and
differcat iustruments are used by them for the purpose. M. Le Dr.
Alphonse Amus-at effects the application of the caustic of Filhos to the
rout of the lieniorthoid by a very ingenions forceps, the invention of his
father, or one with a madification of his own.

The transverse arms of the branchies of the forceps, which scize the
pile at its Tase, Linve grooves in them that hold the eaustic, which pre-
viou-ly to the application is covered by a slide, When the pile is firmly
compr.seed by the forcops 2ud kept =0 by it, the slides are rotated back,
and the uncovered caustic comes in contact with the rides of the base of
the tmmour. The apphieation is continued from tww to fonr minutes, and
during this time constant irrigation of the pzirt with cold water is kept
up by an assistant, and is continued afterwards, to wash anauy «ny of the
particles of caustic that might remain g or this is more «ff-ctually accom-
plished by acidulating the water with a little vinegar.  To those, how-
ever, who do not posses this ingeniously contrivad forceps, a simple mode
of proceeding is recommended, viz, to scize the hemorrhaidal tumonr
with the ordinary dressing or uissceting forceps, and canterize it directly
by apply. ' to its centre a stick of Filhos's caustic pointed, and giving it
a rolatory movement to penctrate the hamorrhoid, 30 as to destroy it
both centrally and laterally. The neighbouring parts should be protected
with spatulze, and the whole washed with acidnlated water after the ope-
ration.

If you apply the caustic directly, you need not trouble yourselves to
make Filhos's caustic, or the Vienna paste, as a stick of the common
caustic potash is quite as good. A very simple but ingenious means for
its rafe applieation is this instrument, invented by M. Jobert de Lamballe.

This method of destroying prolapsing or bleeding himorrhoids by
destructive caustics, ought to be safe and effectual. I have had little
experience of it, but M. Amussat brings strong evidence in its favour.

A liquid caustic, which destroys much more superficiatly, the nitric
acid, is a great favourite with many surgeons in Dublr, and soma in
London. Mr. Cusack was, I believe, the first to use it ; but the late Mr,
Houston has the merit of having called particular attoution to it by the
publication of a number of favorable cases in the ¢ Dublin Medical Journal.”
Though successful in many instances, and even in very severe ones, yet
T do not place much reliance on it in the majority of cases of aggravated
infersal hemorrhoids, the relief being often only temporary, and when
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much is attempted by a very free application of the strong acid, the cfou
are by no means so trifling as have been generally described—conside -
rable tnflamimatio. of the Jower end of the rectom and anus with @de’
matous swelling zround the Intter—hemorrhage, from the acid vausing
¢ slo.gh over a veln or artery—und severe pain, for many days after
the application, of the surfuce burut Ly the acid.  The last cffect
was very troublesoms ina case Taaw with De Brady, of Marcourt street;
the opuration was effectual in a very azgravated case of prolapsing and
bleeding piles, but the snferings of the patient, from the raw surface left
afier the separation of some surpeificial sloughs, were extretaely sovere;
from this raw surface also there may be more or less lncinorrhage.

The case is then given, and Mr HaxiLtox gous on to say :

A Roman Catholic clergyman, aged about fifty, suffers {rom internal
hemorrhoids, which come down at stool, and oceasionally bleed ; bat

what most inconvenicnces him is, that there is some prolapsus when he
walks,

I found the anus lax, and asmall red granular pile, like an elongated
raspberry, projecting out through the anus; besides this, he says that
after having walked samo time, ouc from higher up, and of a dark colour,
like & grape, comes down too,

IIe has laboured under the complaint for fifteen years, and heen crred
twice, for a time, by the application of nitric acid. The acid bad been
applied by a m»s* experienced and excellent surgeon, an yet the offect
had only been temporary.

But whars the prolapsis and bleeding hiemorrhoils are small, the
nitric acid is a very safe anl effectual remady.  There is a g'ass brush
racommenled for applying the acil. But you will find the common
mode of application as good as any i tlat piece of wool, the size of s
spatula, but a little narrower at the end, is to be wet with the strong acid
and applied de -idedly over the pile till its surfuce becomnes greyish-whita;
a little »il is afterwards smearcd over the part to prevent any free acid,
affecting the neizhbouring parts.  The chief things to be attended to are,
not to take up too much acid with the stick, lest it drop over other parts.
and secondly to apply it effectually. Soms inflamnation, heat, and
throbbing follow thelapplication, and after the second day, there is often
blood in the stools, This, in favourable cases, gralually disappears as
the ulcer formed by the acid heals, and the inJummation having conso-
lidated the walls of the rectum, the internal piles cease to come down,

Now, let me remind you, that all these cauterizing agents have been
proposed as safer modes of curing prolapsing and bleeding piles, than the
two older op:rations of excision and the ligature. That they are safer
than excision there can be little doubt ; indeed, I wonder any one can be
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foand bold enough to cut off internal piles, when we have the evidence
of so many lives sacrificed by it. Dunuytren, an advoeate for excision,
was yot so aware of the danger of hemorrhage, that he always Jeft an
assistant at the bel-side, to apply the actual cautery to the bleeding
vessel in case it came on—rather a tenible adlition to any op.ration,
Sir A. Cooper lost some patients by this opera‘ien, and abandonedit in
consequence. .

Sir P. Crampton mentionel to me thy curly in life he had vearly
fost a lady from liemerrhage, after excision  As he could not get at the
bleeding vessel to tic it, lue halto keep his hnger, and after he was tire,
that of an assistant, on the vessel, up the anas, for several hours,

The following case conveys a good warning of the extreme danger
of this operation : 1 was asked to see, in all histe, a man who was bleed-
ing aftor having been operated on for piles by excision, He had suffered
for a long time from internal piles which cam» down at stool and bled
frecly. One of the i piles halbeen cut off an hom before, and asthe young
. man who was staving with him observel him tu pass Inrge quantities of
blood in the pot de chambre, and to be getting very weak, he becrme
alarmed, and the gentleman who had operated not being procurable, he
had sent for me. T found the man blanchel, and so weak that when [
told him to get on the pot, and strain, he was harel» able to do so.  He
passed about hf a pint o: nealy pare bload, patly clots, and partly
fluid ; the bowels did not corie down, therefore the vessel fronr which all
thi, biood was coming was not visible. T introdncel 1 gorget to cnable
e to find it, when itjapneared high up above the inter.il sphineter, and
was pouring out red blood per saltum forcibly, running up into the bowel,
and out at the anus.  This view was obtained with gread difficulty, from
his unsteadiness and being inclined to fall forwards from weakness, and
the rapid flow of bloo1 obscuring éverythinz; indeed I nover saw more
farious bleeding from so small a source, and I am sure in another quarter
of an hour, he would have been dead. I took up the vessel with a tena-
culum, and luckily the looseness of the parts allowed it to be dragged
down, 8o that a ligature could be properly applied to it. The hamor-
rhage was stopped, and with the exception of palpitation of the heart, be
got well without any symptoms.—Dublin Hospital Gazette.

Observations on Peruvian Bark.—By T. R. Spexce, M. D,, practical
'Pharmaceutist.—The great value, and superiority, of the ealts of Quinia,
m. the treatment of acute diseases of malarious origin, has tended to
withdraw attention sornewhat, from the pharmaccutical preparations of

Cln.chona which represent the several active principles it contains, is
their natural state of combination.
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When the desired impression is immediate and energetic, as in (N
interruption of the paroxysms of intermittent fever, quinine is wndoub
edly superior to all other forms whatever ; but where the object is ts
prevent the recurrence of fever, or, in the treatment of neuralgia, anemiy,
or general debility, there are often good reasons for giving preference to
some of the preparations alluded to above, and this will be particularly
the case, where long continuance of the medicine is desirable, as the
functions of the stomach and bowels are in general less deranged tha
in a similar use of the alkaloid.

The nomenclature of the varieties of Cinchona is governed chiefly by
the color, and the name of the district where originaliy ol ained. No
classification based on scientific principles, has yet succeeded, althongh
various attempts have been made to accomplish that end.

There are three prine pal kinds, thus distinguished in commerce and
recognised by the Pharmacopeia. The yellow, or calisaya, the red, and
the pale, or loxa. There are also the Carthagena barks, derived from
the more northern ports, of inferior value, but which are sold extensively
for the other varietics.

The truce calisaya yellow, is produced principally in the Bolivian distriet
of La Paz, and exported usually from the port of Ariea, Peru. It occurs
in quills and flat pieces of variable size, and has a distinet and characte-
ristic appearance, Quinia exists in greater, and Cinchonia in less pro-
portion, than in any other bark, and with these are associated the other
active constituents, quinoidine, cinchonia red, kinic, and tannic acids.

As there can be little doubt, that the salts of quinine are more cfficient
than those of cinchonine, there is, I think, good reason to believe that
this is the best variety that can be obtained. As it is used extensively
in the manufacture of quinine, it is in demand for that purpose, and
extreme care comsequently is requisite in purchasing, or a fictitions
article may be secured. ‘

The true red bark is imported in chests from Gmyaqml and Lima,
and also appears in quills and flat picces, though usually of less size:
than the former. It is particularly distinguished by its deep red color,
cither whole or in powder. Considerable quantities of quinia and
cinchonia are found to exist with other prineiples, and it is a valuable
variety, especially for the general purposes of a tonic.

The pale, or loxa, is or was exported from Loxa and Lima, and is
supposed to be the first introduced into Europe, there known as crows
bark. There is no donbt this was a very superior article, quite equal ab -
Jeast to any since known, and sclected with great care for the Spanish '
market. No reliance, however, can now be placed on the pale bark of -
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commerce, heing very cheap, and generally inert and worthless, Ttis
sold to a great extent for the yellow, which can anly be obtained from
commercial sources by adding the term calj-aya io it

From considerable observation, T am couvineed that a large proportion
of the bark used counsists of this, end other fictitious varicties, often
bonestly supposed to be genuine, and it is not sur, rising that confidence
has been Inst in preparations made from sneh material,

The officinal forms of Cinchonn in general use, are the infusion,
decoction, twetare, and compound tineture (Ifuxham),

The tinctme represents three ounces of bk te one pint, and is o uscful
addition to other mistures, but fran the entive absence of aromatics, is
not so pleasantly admiristered alone,

The compound tincture has a little more than one and a half onnces
to a pint, with the addition of orang2 peel, Virginin snake root, ved
e.nders, ard saffron, Tt is a valuable preparation, having a wide range
of application, and is particularly adapted to low and typhoid states of
the system.

There have been several proposed ferrated tinctures of hark; the
following from Parrish’s Practical Pharmacy, constitutes onc of the
most eligible :

“ Tinct. Cinchon. Ferrat,

R.  Tinet. Cinch. comp. four ounces,
Ferri Citratis, oune drachm,
Acidi Citridi, fiftteen giaius,

Triturate the citric acid and citrate of iron together, and dissolve
in the tincture of cinchona.

The dose is a teaspoonful, containing two grains of citrate of iron.”

Cons:derable attention of late has been given by pharmaceutists, to the
fluid extract of bark and several formulas have been published. T pro-
pose the following process, which produces an elegant and efficient
preparation.

Fluid Extract of Cinchona.
Take Calisaya Bark, coarsely powdercd,—four Ibs. avoird.
Dilute Alcohol,—«ight pints.

Macerate the bark with a portion of the alcohol, in a closed vessel, kept
in a hot water bath for 24 hours, Transfer to a displacing apparatus,
pour on the remainder of the menstruum and pa-s it slowly through
twice. Continue the displacement, with dilute alcokiol, until completely
exhausted, and remove the first quantity (cight pints), when recoverad,
Evaporate this, by means of a water-bath, to six pints, and the second
quantity. in like manner, to four pints, and add together. Allow it to
remain quiet for about two days—decant and filter, and dissolve in it.
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Refined Sugar—four 1bs. avoird,

Collect the precipitate of cinchona red, and resinous m-tter, wd

dissolve it in,

Aleoltol—one pint-
which is to be adde to the estract giadually, with agitation, T recover
the aleolol used by distillation, which is an important consideration, i
an economical puint of view, though net at all essxntial to the process,

Tt will be readily seen, that the first portion of the tineture must be
exceedingly rich, in the soluble princijles of the bark, and that the
slight amount of Leat reguired in the evaporation, cannot deteriorateit
in the least.

The tivcture which follows, secures the complete cxhaustion, and
contuining much less of the estractive matter, can be evaporated mors
safely.

The precipitate of cinchona red, and roinous matter, whish is discard.
ed in most formulas, or ouly prdally ducorporated, is of particulss
importance 5 and the presence of the small amount of ale hol renden
less sugar necessary for preservation thas would otherwise be the case,

Euach fluid-vunge will represent one half an ounce of the cruds
naterial (whicl is the proportion teeuguised in most of the formrlasl
have ween) 3 medium dose, vlie dradhm,

The fluid estiact Is advantageoaly usl, also, in e preparation of
the iufusions, decoctivus,—and in aldition to otlier mixtures,

The fullowing artides T have wowafactared for som: time, and they
bave met with favorable recept’on from many :—

Tincture of Calisaya—Aromatic.
R. Calisaya Bark, coavsely powdered,—1 Ib avoird.
Ceylon Cinnamon, «  «
Cardamom Sceds, « w )
Jamaica Ginger, “ “ of each 1) drachms.
Purest Deodorized Spirits—five pints.
Macerate and displace, and add—
Sherry wine—two pints,
Tincture Angelica—one fluid drachm,
Simple Syrup—one pint.
Allow it to stand a few days, decant and filter.
Dose—one half to one table spoonful.
"This is an eflicient preparation, and pleasantly taken,
Wine of Peruvian Bark,
R, True Red, or Calisaya Bark, well bruised,—six vz
Sherry Wine—four pints,
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Macerate, displace, and after standiog a few days, decant and dlier.

Dosc—one half to one wine-glassful.

It may be sweetened to suit the taste, when taken. This was intended
as a substitute for the wine and bark so frequently used, and possesses
the advantages of elegant appearance, with equal and determinate
strength,

164 Woodward Ave, Detroit.—.1merican Druggists Gazetle.

Non Congenital Tulipes Valgus—Treatuext. The complete and
permanent cure of congenital valgus can only Le acccinplished by a
combination of the same gencral principles of treatment, including
the operative, mechanical and physiological means, which I have
described a3 nceessary to the successful treatment of econgenital
varus and other deformities. I have already stated that the tendons
requiring division in valgus vary very much according to the severity
of the case. Ir slight cases, division of the peronei and extensor
longus tendons may be sufficicnt; but the tendo-Achillis frequently re-
quires division ; and insevere cases it will also be necessary to divide the
tendons of the tibialis anticus .and extensor pollicis muscles. In the
latter class of cases, and in some of less severity, it is advisable to divide
the treatment into two stages, as in varus; the object of the first stage
being to overcome the cversion, transverse rotation, and bending upwards
of the anterior portion of the foot—to bring the foot on a straight line
with the legs and, when contraction of the tendo-Achillis exists, to con-
vert the valgus into simple equinus ;—and the object of the secoud stage
being to ubtain the natural extent of flexion at the ankle-joint, when this
is limited by contraction of the tendo-Achillis.

Mode of performing these operations—I have previously mentioned
that at the Orthopedic Hospital we devide all tendons from below up-
wards, cutting towards the skin, The tendous of the extenmsor longus
and other extensor muscles, which, it must be reniembered, are the direct
flexors of the tarsus upen the leg, should be divided as they cross infront
o the ankle-joint, where they are wsu:lly promivcnt and tenee, when
raguiving division.  To divide the extensor longus and peronets tertivs,
the puncture should be made close to the inner Lorder of the extensor
longus tendon, and the sharp-pointed teno-tome passed behind the ten-
dons. When all the anterior tendons require division, this is also the
best position for the puncture; because, after dividing the extensor lon-
gus, the knife can be re-entered from the same puncture passed beneath
the extensor pollicis and anterior tibial tendons, without any risk of
wounding the anterior tibial artery, if the point of the knife be kept
slose to the tendons.

c
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Immediately after dividing the tendons, a pledget of lint should e
applied, and held in position by a strip of adhesive plaster. The fost
should then be bandaged to a splint placed in front of the leg and foo,
and a little bent at the ankle-joint. It should beleft quietly in this pos-
tion till the third or fourth day, when the lint and plaster may be fe
moved, the foot Landaged, and whatever apparatus it may be thought
advisable to make use of applied.

Mechanical Treatment.—~There are three forms of apparatus which
you will find useful in the mechanical vreatmout of congenital valgw
cither as adapted to cases of different degrees of severity, or to the diffe
rent stages of treatinent, w ht,l'u it is thought necessary that this should-
be divided into two stages as above e\plamed.

1. In the slight cases in which there is no cuntraction of the tend&
Achiliis, or in which this teudon is but slightly contracted, so that it may
be divided at the same time as the tendons in front of the anklejoin;
the ordinary Scarpa’s shoe, with two cog-wheels at the anklejoint, may
be uscd; or rather I would recommend you the modification of the
Scarpa’s shoe in which Langard’s arrangement of the cog-wheels-i
adopted, viz, plaving the cog-wheel which alters the plane of the sole of
the foot behind the ankle-joint, instead of at the side. The advantage
of this arrangement, which I bhave already adverted to when speaking. of
varus, are very great, and I now employ it in all cases where it is neces-
sary to have a double action.  Iu valgus this arrangement is particularly
aseful, as it enables you to overcume the rotation of the auterior portion
of the foot from the transverse tarsal joint.

If the Scarpa’s shoe be employed, it is only necessary to remaik thal
the horizontal side-spring must be on the inner side instead of the outer,
as in varus,  C

A Scarpd’s shoe made for the right foot in varus answers very well for
the left footin a case of valgus. A leather pad must be attached to the
side-spring, so as to corrwmud to the noumal pusition of the archw
the foot which it is intended to support, or rather to form, by acting ass
fulerum in this situation while the metatarsal bunes are being drawe
downwards and inwards Ly the tue-strap attached tu the side-spriug,

In cases in which it is thought desirable o divide the treatment inb
two stages, the Searpa’s shoe is the best apparatus you can employ in the
second stage, viz, that of curing the equinus,

2, In severe cases, in which the tendu-Achillis is either clongated,
that the deformity may by svme be regarded as calcanco-valgus; ordn
the opposite condition, in whicl this tendon is so much contracted that#
is necessary to divide the treatment into two stages, I recommend youk
employ a straight splint, made of thin iron, and well padded, applied®
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the inner side of the leg, with a spring connected with its lower extre-
wity, and passing along the inner border of the foot; a pad is connectsd
with this spring, oppesite to the navicalar bone, and projects inwards and
upwards in the normal direction of the arch of the foot ; this forms s
falerum, over which the foot is made to bend in a cnrved direction, in-
wards and downwards, so as to pat the peronei snd extensor muscles on
the stretch, by means of a toe-strap, whick connected, at one ond with the
spring, passes round the metatarsal bones, and draws the anterior portion
of the foot towards the spring, with which the free extremity of the strap
is then also attached by a buckle. In this apparatus, by which the most
severe cases in infants may be cured, the arch of the foot is, as it were,
moulded upon the pad attached to the side spring.

If this apparatas be employed for the first stage cf the treatment, it
is scarcely necessary to observe that the Scarpa’s shoe must be employed
for the second stage.

8. In the most severe cases of congenital valgus in children, and

more especially when these cases are met with in youth, and at more
advanced periods of life, I would recommend you to employ a modifi-
cation of the apparatus to which I have affixed my name, and which I
advised you to make use of in cases of congenital varus in the youth or
the adult. The modification consists in placing the cog-wheels on the
iner, instead of the outer side of the foot—only one instead of two cog-
wheels with lateral action being cmployed—in adding a rotation cog-
wheel corresponding to the transverse tarsal joint, for the purpose of
controlling the rotation of the anterior portion of the foot from this
joint, a3 a centre of motion; and in using a horizontal instead o)
oblique sole-plate.
- By this apparatus you will obtain much more control over the severe
cases than you can possibly command by the Scarpt’s shoe, or the
valgus 'splint with side-spring, already described, and it will answer
equally well for both the first and second stages of the treatment.

“ PHYSIOLOGICAL TREATMENT.—As soon as the foot is restored to its
uatural position, passive exercise shouid be commenced, as in varus, with
th> dbject of bringing the muscles into play, and of obtaining a well-
balanced state of muscular action, such as is essential to the preservation
of the form of the foot in & healthy condition.

% ArrER-TREATMENT.~—After the removal of the deformity, it will be
mrecessary for the patient to wear some form of retentive apparatus, in
order to allow all the structures,—bones, ligaments, and muscies,—to
adupt themrelves to the 1mproved position of the foot, and to guard
lp-t velapes,



276 PERISCOPE:

“In the day-time, walking exercise of course being permitted, the
patient should wear-a boot with a steel-support vn the outside, carried
up to the calf of the leg, and having a free-joint at the ankle; inside the
boot a pad of vulcanised india-rubber should be placed so as to support
the arch of the foot; and a leather strap attached to -the inner side of
the boot should pass across the ankle-joint, and be connected by a buckle
with the steel-support on the outer side of the leg.  This apparatus will
bold the foot in its natural position during progression, and will effectually
support the arch of the fout. It will be required to be worn for at leas,
a twelve-month or more, .

“It is also desirable that the patient should continue to wear some
form of retentive apparatus at night-time for six months or more after
the deformity has been cured. This may consist cither of the Scarpps
shoe, or simply of a metal sole-plate, with a steel bar connected with it,
and carried up to the calf of the leg, inimitatiun of the Searpa’s shoe, but
without any cog-wheels, so that it may be very light and of little incon.
-venience."—Medical Times Gazetle.

Therapeutic Employment of the Pyrophosphate of Iron—We con
dense from the dwmerican Journal of the Medical Sciences, the following
account of a new and valuable preparation of Iron :—

M. E. Robiquet read (Feb. 10th, 1857) an interesting memoir on this
subject before the Imperial Academy of Medicine of France.

Industry bas already derived great advantage from the property
possessed by pyrophiesplivic acd of combining with suda, and win gold
orsilver. In medicing, the pyrophusphate of iron has often been tried,
and this might be expected, for oxide of iron undoubtedly reacts on the
functions of the blood, and the clements of pyrophosphoric acid are
found in the bones ; but it has soon Leen given up on account of its
Yability to change, and of the great quantity of pyrophosphate of sods
necessary to retain it in solution in water. It struck me that theso iz
couveniences might be vasily aveided withowt depriving the ferruginous

salt of any of its essential [-Lopuue

In wedicine the enscuual viatacters of a goud preparation of iron
are, that it shall readily dissolve in the ﬂmda of the stomach without
impairing their digestive functions, that it shall be completely assimi
lated in the system, and that it shall not act as an astringent. The py-
rophosphate of iron pussusses all these properties; its resistance to sok
vents is the sole difficulty which remains to be overcome to entitle it %
the first rank among the preparations of iron.

The solution of pyrophosphate of iren in # citro-ammoniacal hqud
Xeeps for whole months without undergoing any change, and yiclds tos
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syrup freo from the intolerable taste of ferrnginous componnds. Potash,
ammonia, and the alkalive carbonates, do not give, with pyrophosphate
of iron so dissolved, the reaction peculiar to the salts of iron, .

The process of solution being once found, nothing is easier than to
transform the pyrophosphate of iron into comfits, syrap, or lozenges ; the
latent state in which it exisis in this new salt enables us to mix it with
wine of bark, and to obtain fromn it a powerful tonic, without baving to
fear the blackish discoloration and inky taste which are always prodaced
when a salt of iron is brought into contact with fluids more or less charged
with tannin.

In whatever mode the citro-ammoniacal pyrophosphate of iron be ad-
ministered, it has absolutely no taste, and patients not only bear it readily,
but feel the best effects from its use. I have seen it particularly useful in
well marked cases of anemia, chlorsis, and chronic wrethritis.

To 1ecapitniate, the pyrophosphate of iron, chiemically considered, is a
polymorphous salt, in which the metallic atom is concealed from rea-
genis: it contains, by weight, 21.11 per cent. of iron. In a therapeutic
point of viaw, the facility with which it is assimilated by the system,
the absence of all styptic taste, its perfect solubility in water, the infiuen-
¢es, finally, which it exercises on the composition of the bones and the
functions of the blood, entitle it to the first rank among ferrnginous com-
pounda.

Foruvrz. Syrup of Iron.—FPyrophosphate of iron, two and a half
drachms; simple syrup, twenty-nine ounces; syrup of orange flowers,
three ounces : make a syrup by simple solution, aud color with a sufficient
quantity of tincture of cochineal or alkanet. Each drachm of the syrup
coutains about six-tenths of a grain, and a tablespoonful, about three
grains of the salt of iron.

Ferruginous Comfits—Pyrophosphate of iron, one ounce and five
drachms, divide into 500 comfits, each of which shall eontain a grain and
2 half of the salt.

Fesruginous Wine of Bark—Pyrophosphate of iron, two and a half
drachms ; extract of pale bark, seventy-seven grains ; white wine, thirty
tWo onnces ; to be made secundum artem.™—[Jour. des Connaiss.]

Lowerviry or Anmuars.—A writer (Mr. R. Evans) in the Philadel-
phia Medical and Surgical Journal observes.

. To begin with the higher order we take Man. Now suppose
100,000,000 of souls inhabit the world, and allow 30 years for a gene:
ration, the deaths for each year would be 30,000,000, of each dsy

82,163, of each hour 3,442; the number of deaths to the number of
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bxrtlm (excepting time of war) as 10 to 12, there are born every yeg
36,000,000, every day 900,569, every hour 4,107,

On this calculation, if man had not been doomed to die, there won]d
be at present about 713,000 billions more on the earth, and yet a spacs
remain of 9,110 square feet of earth for each.

For every 1,000 men 28 die off annually; .of 200 children not niors
than one dies in the birth; of 100 vne dues not die during the mothers
Iying-in; of 1000 infauts fed by means of mothe’s nilk, not above 3
die—but of this nunber by wet nurses 500 annually ; convulsion and
teething kill the greater number.

1t appears by the London Register, amongst 3,125 who die, therod
but one person of 100 years.

The astonishing longevity of the Antideluvians has ever been a matte
of surprise—it is conjectured by some that it has been caused by the
difference in the chronology of those times—their year equalling. oir
lunar month, but this appears to me incorrect, seeing as wo are told;.
“ That Man’s days were shortened for his great wickedness.”

There are recorded in Eurvpe some instances of great longevity,
Heury Jackson, a native of Yorkshire, who lived to 169 years; James
Banks 152, Thomas Parr, Shropshire, 152; the Couutess Desmond,
Ireland, 140 years, with others. .

The longevity of the lower order of animals is strikingly singular, and
and to some may be interesting. The average life of the Elephant i
from 150 to 200 years; Camel, from 50 to 60.  The following domic
liated animals average as follows:—The Iorse from 25 1o 85 years, the
Ass 25 to 60, Dog 15 to 25, Bull 30, Hog 20, Cow 20, Ox, emplajy
in agriculture, 18; Cat 18, Sheep 10, Goat 10.

Of Birds—The Parrot averages from 100 to 126 years, an Eagle 100,
Swan 100, Goose 50, Sparrowhawk 40, Lark 16 to 18, Canary Bird,if
it breeds, 10 years, if it does not couple, 24 ; Hen 10, Peacock 24.

Of Fish, the Carp, 150 years, is the longest liver known; Tortois
100; Crocodile 100 ; Pike 100 ; Crayfish 20.”

Influences of Atmospherical Electricéty~M. Craig completes a papx
on this subject with the following deduction :

#1st. That heat and electricity are identical, as the one can be cor
verted into the other. '

“2d. That a large volume of electricity surrounds every primary cor-
stituent of matter, especially that form of matter which constitutes th
gaseous bodies.

“ 8d. That animal heat is supported Ly the electricity liberated from
the primary constituents of matter during the processes.of respiratio
digestion, and assirilation.
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.5 #4th. That eleetricity is evolved during thesa processcs on the smmne
principle a3 that which is evolved during the action of « galvanic arringe-
mant.

 5th. That electricity and nervons power ara analogous, if not iden-
tical ; as the action of the one may be successfully substituted for the
other.

s gth., That the majority of diseases are caused either by the sudden
abstraction or slow subduction of electricity from the body,

«#th. That a low state of electric tension on the surface of the earth
produced either by the operation of evaporation, or some occult move-
ment in the great internal currents of the earth, is the remote cause of
epidemic and pestilential diseases.

“gth, That occasional and ordinary diseases are produced by the
sudden abstraction or slow subduction of electricity from the body, orits
undue elimination during the vital processes.

“gth. That since electricity is go essential to the integrity of the vital
operations, it is indispensible that measures be taken to promote its evo-
lution and prevent over-radiation.

% 10th. That electricity is the source of vitality in vegetable life.

“11th. That electricity is attracted by the fibres of the roots of plants ;
and by the instrumentality of th: electric fluid does the plant extract its
constituents from the soil.

“12th. That vegetables of rapid growth require a large supply o
electricity to secure their perfection and completion ; and the potatois a
plant of this kind.

% 13th. That the disease in the potato was produced by want of nu-
trition,

“14th, That the want of nutrition arcse from defective electric
agency.

“15th, That the cause of the deficiency of this agency, was thoge ab-
stracting agencies which produced low tension of electricity.”

 Amylene Condemned at the Académie de Médecine~—M, Giraldés
having recently sent a paper to the academy, entitled, * Clinical Study
of Amylene.” MM. Robert, Larrey, and Jobert formed the coramittee to
which it was referred. In the report read on the 18th ivstant, M. Jo-
bert details various experiments and observations he has since made with
this substance, both with snd without apparatus ; and he comes to the
conclusion that amylene exerts an energetic and dangerous influence.
The statement that has been made, that it is less active than chloroform,
i only true when it is administered in the open air, and is explained, he
-asys, by the rapidity of its evaporation. If only a sponge be emplo yed
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there sr: only produced, after a period varying from nine to ninctasy
minutes, muascular agitation and acceleration of pulse, effects that enmg
in from five to seven minutes if the sponge be placed in a cone of pasig
board. If an apparatus be employed however, amylene becomes a mog
energetic anesthetic, the desired result occurring in two, and often inong
minate. The effects of this agent are the increase of the number of the
pulse by thirty or forty, the modification of the color o1 the blood, and
the perturbation of the nervous system, inducing insensibility, corna, and
the abolition of the intellectual power. Tt is thus a toxical agent, acting
simultaneously upon the vascular and nervous systems. M. Giraldés
does 2ot advance sufficient proof that amylene is less dangerous tha
chloroform ; and even M. Robert’s proposition of employing it ia
certain exceptional cases is not admissible, inasmuch as amylene pos
segses the inconveniences, without the advantages, of chloroform. Chle-
roform does not, like amylene, deprive the blood of its red color ; and
while chloroform depresses and renders the pulse slower, amylena
quickens it, producing congestion of organs. Amylene is of difficulf
administration, while chloroform is casily given. Chloroform has foe
nished to M. Jobert the same satisfactory results at all ages, and he
believes that it is not more iniurious in infancy than at a later period
He proposed that the conclusions of the author in favor of amy]emﬂ“
shovld not be received ; but as the cormmunication is interesting in other
points, the thanks of the academy should be returned for it.

M. Velpeau proposed a stronger condemnation of amylene on the part
of the academy ; for from the experiments even of the reporter, it was:
evident that amyleve is more difficult to manage, and more dangerouws’
in its results. In the recent case of death from it, thers were not the
extenuating circumstances adduced for chloroform or ether, such as the
waat of skill or expericnce of the manipulator, since it was the inventat
himself who directed the procedure. “ I maintain that a substance’
which in 80 short a time, and in the hands of him who recommends. it
ia dangerous to such a point, that its employment ought not to b
permxtted and I propose that the academy formally reject it.”

M. Larrey observed that he completely agreed with M. Velpean, and
he should have thought that M. Giraldés, after having becn present at
Dr. Snow’s last accident, would have somewhat modified bis ideas upon
the subject.

M. Jobert added, that when amylene is administratered on a sponge:
anmsthesis sometimes cannot be produced for half or three-quarters of i
hour, If Charridre’s apparatus be employed, it is rapidly induced, but
at the expanse of serions accidents. It differs from chloroform, in thak;
the insensibility it induces is instantaneous and not piogressive. I
produces an impertant modification of the blood.—Moniteur des Hdps

’
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Asparagin in the Root of Robinia Pseudacacia.—Prof. Hiasiwets finds
that the root of this plant contains a considerable quantity of asparagin,
‘When boiled with water, the roots give a decoction, which, when evapo-
mated to the consistence of syrup, deposits aftersome days a considerable
quantity of hard, tolerably large octahedral crystals. By recrystallizing
twice they become colorless, and appear highly refractive, do not efflo-
resce, and have a slight sweet taste. The solution is neutral, evolves
smmonia when mixed with caustic potash, and is not precipitated by
acetate of silver or by acetate of lead. Analysis showed that they are
asparagin.

This substance appears to occur very frequently in the members of the
leguminous tribe. It has alreacy been recognised in peas, beuns,
veickes, &c.

By simply making a decoction, and esaporating *o a syrupy consis-
tence, a very pure substance may be obtained after recrystallizing twice.
About thirty pouuds of the root yielded upwards of two ounces and a
half of asparagin—dmerican Druggist's GQazette.

Tannic Acid of Nut-Galls.—Dr. Rochleder ascertained some time
since that the action of boiling alkaline sclutions in an atwosphere of
hydrogen is a good means of cffecting the separation of certsin organic
substances. At his instigation, Dr. Kawalier has followed out this fact,
and found that many substances which, by the action of dilute acids
and heat, are separated into crystallizable sugar and a second substance,
yield this sugar also when acted upon by boiling alkaline solutions in
hydrogen. Among other substances, tannic.acid has been treated in this
way, and found to be converted irto gallic acid, and an amorphous,
rather bitter and acid tasting, yellowish substance, similar to gum, and
having a composition agrecing with the formula C. H.” 0”. No trace of
sugar was found, even from 150 gramms of tannic acid ; and the liquid
from which the gallic acid had been separated did not reducc an alkaline
solution of copper.—ZIdem.

Preparation of Sulphocyanide of Potassium in the Wet Way.—~Dr.
Lowe states that when a solution of ferrocyanide of potassium is boiled
with an excess of hyposulphite of soda, the reddish brown color of the
liquid disappears after a while, black sulphide of iron is deposited,
together with some snlpbur, originating from the decomposition of
the hyposulphito by heat. The ygllowish liquid which remains contsins
sulphocyanide and ferrocyanide of potassium, together with sulphate and
byposulphate of soda, and a small quantity of sulphide of sodinm. By
evaporating to dryness, and digesting the residue with alcohol, the
sulphocyanide may be separated from the other salts—Jdem.
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The Wiedvieal Chrovicle.

LICET UMNIBUS, LICET NOBLS, DIGNITATEM ARTIS MEDICAE TUER]

A Vacorse Deror.—Physicians generally are often in need of Vaceing
virus from various reasons.  Either an excess of good nature leads them
to part with their little store to some brother practitioner requiring it more
urgently than themselves, or an unusually long run of no-vaceination b
gagements happens and ends in rendering the stockon hand so impaired as
tobe virtueless, In this last case, of course, no return can follow, and it
the former it is altogether problematical, for the loan is varely refunded—
indeed it has alnost become a custom with many to consider such a
act uncalled for.  Country physicians are especially open to this chargs
and do much towards exhausting the supplies of their town friends: we
know of no instance where one of the number has returned the oblige
tion in kind. These then are instances of the manner in which the
vaccine fund fails.  And we believe much would be dune to avert then
by the estallishment of a Vaccine Depot; whileit would at the same tim
be admitted ‘o Ly a welcome accommodation to all partics. Owing to ths
facilities of kecping a constant sapply of live Virus, in consequence of it
self-multiplication properties, and the daily frequency of its employment,
we feel assured that su:zh an establjshment, if conducted on proper. &
rangements, anJ in conformity with strict rules, would be fouud to wok
very advantageously. For the inconvenivnces felt by single members o
the profession would not extend to it. A largesupply sufficient for the de
mands of buth the city and surrounding district could be always avails-
ble, and kept fresh Ly a renewal to be enforced by close looking after,
A vacine depot wight easily be connected with some of the, char
table institutions here, such as the General Hospital or University
Lying-in Tospital or Dispensary. It would often, we are sure, bea gred
relief to a person, alrcady straitencd, to refer an importunate solicitor b
such a place whore he might got the necessary article upou the paymént
of a small sum of money, or by leaving a depusit of a fixed amountb:
be returned when a new crust had buen received.

Such an Institution might furthermore be of great benefit i
other ways, as by keeping records of statements furnished by:
Physicians of the prevalence of Variola, the apparent mitigation or failure
of the Vaccine virus, the results of re-vaccination, and many othief
equally interesting points of an analagous character, which could essdy.



be &eduoed from an attentive consideration of statistical information.
The original atatement need but be brief, and would require very little
time or trouble, while the general gain would be more than compensatory.

MeprcaL Osricess 1v PusLic Instrrurons.—Concurring in the sen-
timents expreased in the subjoined letter, we give it an insertion in our
columns as it first appeared in the Montreal Herald. In a profession
like the Medical in Canada, where there are so few public appointments
to be expected, it is very necessary that these should be bestowed
upon Colonists, and not upon mere adventurers who have no other stake
‘in the country than the maintenance they failed to secure in their own
land. We cannot speak so positively of other lines of life, but of our own
this we know, that Physicians are to be found throughout this Proviuce
not inferior in talent or education, in sense or experience, to any foreign
protégé of imported origin; and who by their knowledge of local mat-
ters and home requirements, enjoy an advantage over the latter which
even many years residence amongst us might not remove.

To tex How. Cor. Ticae.
8me,—The well known integrity of your character induces me to ad-
dress you thus publicly, for the purpose of calling your attention to the
current ramour that His Excellency the Governor General has actually
" semt out from England an old Navy Surgeon, whom he intends to appoint
Chairman of the Board to be named under the act 20 Vie., chap. 28, for
the better Government of Public Asylums, Hospitals, &c.

Now, Sir, if this report be true, and I have every reason to believe it

i, 1 do hope that both yourself and your colleague, the Hon. Mr. Cartier,

mll not be so recreant to your antecedents, as to consent to any sach
sppointment, nor allow a slur of so deep a casc tc be fastened upom the
members of the medical profession of Canada. No, Sir, I cannot bring
myself to believe that you will be a party to any such act, but take
the #ame stand in the matter you are reported to have done when the
appointment of a medical officer to the Toronto Lunatic Asylum was
befare the Council.

There are many Medical men in Canada perfectly competent for this or
any similar situation, as must be well known to you ; and now that your
sttention has been drawn to the matter, I will leave it for the present in
your hands, feeling certain that justice will be done.

' 1 am, Sir,
Yours,
A Canadian—not a British .
: ' Gaapvars 1x Maniomse.
Mantreal, October 36, 1857.
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Scuepan Scunaprs.—This liguid has been largely recommended 7
a medicinal way, as a suitable Aromatic, Cordial, Diuretic and Stimg.
lant ; combining a collection of propertics that are often found conjointly
indicated in the treatment of various diseases, dependant upon or cop.
nected with a fallering stamina or reduced state of the system. Anda
long asitis cuafined tu this, which is the legitimate use of all ardegt
spirits, its employment is justifiable, but to extend it further and render
it a tablo drink, as it might be in countries where Maine Liquor Law i
dominant, is to bring it into general condemnation and make it contrast
unfavorably before men with other potations just as able ¢ to steal away
their brains” or bring down their strong frames to an carly grave,

Braxcaro's Pries or e Topie or Trow, &c.—Todide of Tron is 2
preparation of great efficiency, in all cases where conditiuns demanding
the exhibition of Iodine are present, conjoined with an ansemic state of
the system.  The great ohjection to the pharmaceutical preparations, is
the tendency which they have to alter upon the slightest exposure to
the airy, ceven at ordinary temperatures. The iron attracts ox)y gen, and
passes into the state of sesquioxide, while the fodine becomes free. The
Pills of M. Blancard are, however, free frum this objection. The
Academy of Médicine of Paris appointed a commission, consisting of
M. M. Gibert, Guibourt and Lecanu, to examine the mode of prepars-
tion of these pills ; and they have reported, among other things, that,
“we consider the process of M. Blancard as perfectly fulfilling its in-
tended object, namely, the preservation of the proto-ioduret of iron iy
the pills, by means of particular manipulation.” The same gentlemau
(M. Blancard) bas also prepared an unalterable Syrup of the Todide of
Iron, which will be found the most convenient and agreeable form to
administer the remedy to children and young persons.

Messis. Johnston Beers & Co., of the Medicat Hall, Great St. James
Btreet, have sent us specimens of the above, with some beautiful crystals
of iron alum of their own manufacture. This chemical, as we stated to
our readers some time ago, is a mew and favorite preparation of Iron
which has recently been introduced to the notice of the profession by
the Physiciaus of St. Mary’s Hospital, T.ondon. It is a very soluble
salt of a pale violet colour. It forms a solution of a reddish colour. It
is isomorphous with common alum, its erystals being of the octohedral
form, aud its composition Dbeing represented by the formula Fe, 07
380, X NH'O, S0% x 24 HO. As in the double sulphate of
alumina and potash, the potash may be replaced by some other base, so
in this salt, soda or potassa may be substituted for the oxide of ammo-
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gium, There being no alumina present in iron alum, Mr. Davenpor;

“ that this salt when ordered as medicina should be called
amamonia-sulphate of peroxide of iron, when the ammonia salt.is intend-
od, or potassio-sulphate of peroxide of iron, if it were intended to indi-
cato the potash sale” Dr. Tyler Smith bas found it to be “a more
powerful astringent than common alum, and not liable to preduce the
stimulating effects of other salts of Iron.”

Booxs Ricervep For Review.—Cazeav's Midwifery, second Ameri.
can, translated from the fifth Frevch cdition, 1857, Menderhall’s Sto-
dent’s Vade-Mecumn, fifth edition, revised and greatly enlarged, 1857.
Physician's Visiting List for 1858 ; from Messrs. Lindsay and Blakiston,
Philadelphia. Woest, on Diseases of Women,—part 1st, Uterus, 1857,
Wilson, on diseases of the Skin. Fourth American, from fourth and
enlarged English edition, 1857, from Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, Philadel-
phia.

Eve’s collection of remarkable cases in Surgery, 1857, from Messrs,
J. B. Lippéncott & Co., Philadelphia. Ashton, on Diseases of the
Rectum, second cdition, London, 1857, from the Author. Hind's Prize
Essay on the Insects and Diseases injurious to the Wheat Crop, from
the Author. Dupont’s Essai sur les insectes ct les maladies qui affectent
le blé, from the Author Hamilton, ou Compound Dislocation of Long
Bones, from the Author. Green, on Lesions of the Epiglostic Cartilage,
from the Author, Carnochan, on Ex~cction of the entire Os Caleiy, from
the Author. ’

’

We have received the Report of the last Meeting of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, but too late for insertion.

Pass Lisr.—CoLLEGE oF Puvsrcians axo Surceoxns, C. E—On the
13th October, at a mecting of the Colleze held in Quebee, the following
gentlemen woare examined, viz ;i—Mesars. J. Desjarding, J. B. Buauche-
win, A. M. Rivard, Napeleon Carrier, Alfred Lachaine, — Dancanse,—
who were admitted to the stady of medicine :—Messrs, Dieudonné
Archambault, Aut. Marcesu, L. G. Delorimier, P. H. Bernier, Hughes
Filiatreault, J. 8. Crooksbank, R. Anderson, H. de la Martelliére, with a
Diploma of the Faculty of Paris; Ch. Morin,—~who were licensed to
practice mediciue ; and Hyacinth Cuniff, who was licensed as a Chemist
sad Druggist. : ‘
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SecrerARY's OFFICE, -

Torouto, September 26, 1857.} 3

Mepicar ArporstMevrs-——His Excellency the Administrator of the

Government has bren pleased to make the following appoint, viz. :=

Volunteer Militia Ritle Corapany of Paris,—To be Surgeon: Joka
Watt, Esquire.

His Excellency the Administrator of the Goverment has been pleased

to grant Licenses to practice Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, in Uppet
Canada, to the following persons, viz :

James F. McCarthy, of Ingersoll, Esq., Physician and Surgeon ; an
Arthur Andaugh, of Barrie, Esq., Surgeon,

Toronto, Oct. 10, 1857,
His Excellency the Administrator of the Government has been pleasd
to grant a License to Henry Orton, of Guelph, Gentleman, to prm
Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, in Upper Canada.

Toronto, Oct. 17, 1857, .

His Excellency the Admm strator of the Government has been p]eaad
to make the following appointments, viz.:—

David Evans, Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate Coroner for thé
United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew.—Wm. 8. Backwell, Esquirg
M.D, to be an associate Coroner for the County of Brant.—Thomas C.
Scholfield, Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate Coroner for the County of
Simcoe.

He also has been pleased to grant Licenses to practice Physic, Surgery
and Midwifery, in Upper Canada, to the following persons, viz. :—

Henry Augustus Betts, of Toronto, Esquire, M.R.C. of Surgeons, I.oa-
don, and Archibald Alexander Riddel, of Toronto, Geatleman.

Toronto, Oct. 24, 1857
Hls Excellency the Administrator of the Government has been pleassd

to grant Licenses to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in Upp‘
Canada, to the following persons, viz :—

Henry Bental Evans, of Picton, Esquire, M.R.C. of Surgeons, I.ondol,‘
and Henry Hall, of the Township of Westminister, Esquire, M.B. :

Erparun.—In the Gazetie of the 17th instant, for William 8, ¢
well,” read “Buckwell,” appointed a Coroner for the County of B
First Volunteer Militia Rifle Company of Megantic,
To be Surgeon :—Lonis Majorique Rouseean, Esquire.

e
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HOSPITAL RETURN.

Yonthly refurn of Sick in the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, Quebec, from the
3id to the 30th September, 1857,

Men. Women, Children. Total.
Remained, ««evevoes eees 37 10 2 49
Rince sdmitted,. . cove... 85 7 2 94

122 17 4 143
Discharged, «ooccvvn et . 87 10 3 100
Died, .... ... teeereenen 2 0 0 2
Remaining, .o oo covvnans 33 7 1 41

. DisgpasEs.

Fever,eeeeereeanseealeaensanels T[ Asthma, oooiviiiienai.n P |
Inﬂammatxonoflungs,........... 1/ Cancer, oot vvniiveniiinnninnna o 1
Dyspepsia, «eerenvesonaeaeone.. 4] Paralysis, coiiiiiiiiiiiinn 1
Rbeumatism, ceoveeveneiannienn | Hemoptysis, cove covevenn .. S |
Dysentery, «o.o... veeaes e 8| Hematemesis, ... ......... 1
Diseases of skin, .......ccveuen .o 1] Strictore, covieeiiiieane. 1
Infammation of testicie, ......... 4: Pregnancy,..... Chemeeas 2
Syphilis, cevurcneie i e 17| Ophthalmia, vo.oovv cevnes 1
Fractures,...coeeeescuenenernans 4] Cholerg, ...oovviienvienniiiana, 1
Dislocation, ..covvveiiiennonenns 1| Epilepsia, . ..... et eersan PR §
Abscess, ....vveviieisireneisess 111 Feb. Intermittens, .o vvvevviiiin, 2
DICers, «uouvvevennrononrsancernns 4, Periostitis, .... ciieeviriiinien, .1
Wounds, .. .... vvevvuenaeeness. 2| Hypertrophy,beart,eeoeuseenianns I
Contusions, ...... e 7

C. E. LEMIEUX,
TTuse Surgeon.

MEDICAL NEWS.

The medical man who neglects or scorns the periodical literature of hia
day is either & fool or & knave, and cannot maintain a respectable position
among intelligent men.~—The Academy of Sciences, Toulouse, has proposed
a8 & subject for the grand prize of 1860, the following question: What
are the pogitive results which have been obtained in Clinical Medicine from
Physiology, since 1ke beginning of the 19th Century? The memoirs are to be
addressed before the 1st of Januarv, 1860, to M. Vitrey, Perpetual Secretary.—
Dr. Tyler Smith has recently announced that 3000 women die annually in
child-bed in England : 1 in 172 labors.~—An Italian journal notices that seversl
cases of dysentery have been successfully cured by means of raw or very rare
beef and mutton.—* Doctor, do you know jist what will stop flooden,” asked &
withered crone of the attendant. In return he asked her if she knew of such a
remedy. ‘¢ Well,” she said, “let the woman swallow jist two draps of the blood
in that ’ar cord (umbilical) ané thar’s sn eend o flooden.” The Doctor admits
be was vanquished.~—The Royal Society has awarded the Queen's prize of 506
dollars from the fund sppcopriated annually for the encouragement of scientific
sesearches to Dz, E. Brown Sequard.—Prof. Husion offers hia cabinet of Materis
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Me lica spe cimens for sule with which he used te illustrate his conrse in Jeﬁ"&
eon Medivul Cullige. For particulars apply tv Mi. Parrish, 800 Arch Steeey
Philad ;1" —The atatuc of Jenner has been must successfully cast in bx'onu,
America has ontribated £340 towards its eapenses.~The retired Physm“
whnse “snnl. of life are nearly run out, as his ubiyuitous a\iverusemontsﬁe&
clare, ernid: 3 receipt, I rcturn for four pualege statps of thiee cents each, for
extract «f Cannabls Iudica. Perhiaps the 'sands of Wic  may run out fagm
frow thuse who swalluw the duse than from the guack who directs st—“Tqy
often asked,” said Mr, Abernethy, © why I deu't practice what L preach?? 1
answer by roninling the inguirer of (he parson and the sign pust: both point t&
way, bu! ueither fullows its cvurse—Faacy.  Au old lady, with spectacleg:
applying at a rhewist’s shop is accosted by & lad whose uny hands can hard})y
raise Lis Lo sd abuic tlu conater, with, " Mr. Pottle is out of town, Mum ; cax
T give you any adwice”™ —Glycerin precerves anital and vegetable substanee:
feom putrcfaction or decorjwsitiou. —The Mudical College of Obio and th
Wiami Wedica? Culle ge have beva cunsolidated under the nume and stylo of th:
former —A Tady in O.s go cunnty, N. Y., prescuted lier husband with four living:
children at one hirth —The Chicagy Homwopathic Husputal hus been finallg
ghandoved as a fallure —A patient of Dr. A. 5, McGregor, of Gasconade, Mo
gave birth August 10, 1836, to a still-bun child, tacnty-vne days after fo
living child, and twenty-one days thereafier to sull apother~—Dr, Fordy@‘
sometimes drank a good dual at diuner.  He was summoned one evening tom‘
a lady patient, when he was more than half-sess over, and conscious thatd

was a0 Fe.Vug ber pulse and finding limeclf unable to count its beats, iw
muttered, “D-uuk, Ly~ Neat morning, recollecting the ciccumstance, e
wag groatly veved ) and just as Le wao thinking what eaplanation of his behse
vivur be shauld umr to the Indy; a letter from her was petante his hand. “She
100 well knew * said the letter, * that he hal discuvered the anfortunste con-
diaen Ju wil bl was whoa be lest visited by and she entreated hunm
keep the nmthr scrret in comsideration of the inclosed,” (s bundred pousd
bank note )—Sickness has Yroken out amung the trvops forming the Chinesy
expedition, ¥t tlr deaths aie not numerous.  Of 00 men, forming the strcng&
of the 59th Regiment, 159 are in Hospital.—The Egrptian Locust, gryllic
migratorius, has poid a visit to Englund.—The remaios of & young man Wk
divd 2 years agn of Consumption i Winvis, Were lately exhumed for th
purpose of obtaining a portivn of the lungs to maie tea for a sick mcmberuﬁ
the funedty —=Woey? Rbdasena pabinuts and Laminaria saccharing, two :peclq
of Abrre ahich aee fropently used as food by the fubabitentz of Ireland, m&a
precoste the hody of ol eon a0 wik fwo or three pemsde of Judine everf)
e’ povortheloss pe Fdisgag poary, nor Sceofule nor Lackitis eitier., -




