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ECHOES OF THE ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL UNION.

i THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDKESS.
| We are indebted to the Eoglish Independent for the extracts which we give be-
i low, from its very full reports of the Autumnal Session of the English Congrega-
+ tional Union, which was held in Horton-lane chapel, Bradford, early in October.
© The proceedings were opened with an address by the Rev. Dr. Aveling, the retir-
ing chairman, in which, after a touching allusion to the loss of his son, who died
! recently at St. Catharines, Ont., and to the decease of the Rev. Dr. Halley, of New
* College, the Rev'ds John Kelly and David Thomas, and Mr. Alfred Rooker, Dr.
Aveling announced that as he had, in May last, addressed them on matters “ With-
in the Fold,” he should now speak to them of things

*¢ WITHOUT THE FOLD.”

‘‘ We Congregationalists sometimes suffer reproach, because our old name of
Independents seems to hint the idea of self-containedness—a disinclination to be
interfered with—and indifference to others. But this would be an unfair inter-
pretation, both of the word and of the people, whom the word only partislly
describes.

‘It is theduty and privilege of each separate fold to realize its relationship with
other folds, outside its enclusure. No Chureh in itself is so insignificant that it
may neglect this duty. Each lamp, kindled by the breath of the Spirit of God.
must offer its quota of illumination to dispel surrounding darkness. That which
is said of the Church universal is true of every fragmentary portion of it ; ¢ Ye
are the light of the world.” The scintillation of each facet of the diamond may
be trifling, but it has a real and visible lustre ; and myriads of such sparks, com-
mingling, become a ¢ Koh-i-noor—a mountain of light.” Each individual Church
is the centre of alimited circumference, in which its first and most immediate ac-
tion operates; but it has relations with a larger outer circle ; comprising all
Churches ; and, besides that, has certain unavoidable relations to s world that lies
between and around them, for which it is bound to care.”

Dr. Aveling's first remark is, that we ought to understand better than we do

OUR DUTIES TO CHURCHES OF THE SAME FAITH AND ORDER WITH OURSELVES.

; He thinks there is too little of communion amoug our Churches or of exchange
i of pulpits among the ministers ? Our habits are loose and selfish on these points.
| More systematic and frequent intercourse would be wise policy. The larger
! Churches should feel that interest in others of their own communion, especially

i
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the smaller ones, a8 not merely to acquiesce in their ministers leaving thom, from
time to time, to help in the work of evangelising neglected places, and to visit
other Churches and brethren, for their encouragement, butwrge it upon them, if
they require the stimulus. Let the more favoured cougregations exercise a little
of the grace of self-denial. If they are constantly fed with the *‘ finest of the
wheat,” let them be willing that others should share, to a certain extent, in the
banquet, who have ordinarily to content themsclves with ‘¢ barley loaves,”—

(lau;.'hter;-»though these are to multitudes, thank God, good and nourishing diet
{ (laughter) under which a healthy and sturdy race of men have grown up, who

stand firm to their principles, wiich, as is often the case in the rural districts,
they have been ‘“ pressed out of measure, above strength.”

Then, after a paragraph or two in commendation of Councils of Reference, in
cortain cases, he goes on to speak of

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER NON-CONFORMIST BOUDIES.

He has but little sympathy with those who, tempted by State patronage, ** give
themselves airs on account of a fancied superiority or position, or of a supposed
possession of some occult spititual powers, inherited or conferred.”  Baut with all
others ‘“ we are bound to sympathise aud co-operate; and with tiem, without any
. difficulty, there can be the interchange, not of mere conventional courtesics, but
of actual services.  Shall we be deemed self-complacent, if I venture to assert that
Congregationalists think they stand least of all eaposed to the charge of sectariun
" bigotry?”

“ Qur pulpits are vpen to all, and we are ready to occupy others, without insisting
that every one of vur individual opinions shall Le sworn to as incontrovertible
trath.  We do not look for, nor are we propared to exhibit to others, entire unan-
imity on every subject. Our motto is, ¢ In essentials, =ty ; in non-cssentials,
liberty ; in all things, charity.” We plant a banner upc  the walls of the fold,

that love our Lord Jesus Christ.” At the entrance gate we sit, like Abraham, to
welcome every messenger of Gud, and cry, *1f now 1 have found favour in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant;’ or exclaim, with Laban,
¢ Cume in, thou blessed of the Lord : wherefore standest thou without?’

THE QUESTION OF BAPTISM.

* 1 cannot refrain from expressing my regret, in which you will all share, that a
large and influential religious community, with which we are so much in harmony,
should bo sepaiated from us by a differencs: of opinion un the subject of baptism—
(loud applause)—on one particular view of which, some of its ministers and mem-
bers—thongh happily not all—insist, as though the very ‘foundations of the
eartl,l’ would be out of course’ unless their view is received as the only Scriptural
one.

Without questioning the sincerity of his Baptist brethren, he suggests that ¢ it
may be well to remember, it is possible that, with a large amouut of principle,
there may be mixed a modicum of educational prejudice. With us the question
arises, Is it really the mind of Christ that an external rite, to which neither we
nor our Antipsedobaptist friends attach any spiritual efficacy, should be applied
. only to certain persous, comprising but a fragmentary portion of thuse to whom
the Gospel is to be preached, and not to ‘every creature?’ Is it in harmony
with the genius of an elastic system, like the Gospel, whose servants are to
‘become all things to all men’—even if it could be indisputably proved that im-
mersion was the ancient and invariable practice—to insist in all places and seasons
upon any particular form of observing that ordinance ?—providing water be em-
ployed, which, after all, is the main thing in the symbol, not the mode of using
it. ~ One would think it was equally necessary that we should insist upon reclining,

with a cross inscribed upon it ; and with the legend, * Grace be with all them |
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a3 the Orientals did, rather than sitting, in the Western fashion, at the sacra-
mental service. If modes were essential, would not that be as true in relation to
one ordinance as to another? (Applause.)

“We are heartily desirous of co-operation with these brethren,” he says, “‘but we
wantitto be believed that we areas solicivons asthey can be toobey the law of Christ.
What we think we have reason to complain of is, that we are not given credit for
this, by some from whom we differ; nay, we are told plainly that we know they
are right, but have not the grace or the moral courage to avow our eonvictions ;
and are obstinately bent on mintaining our opintous, though conseious of their
indefensibleness.  This is harsh Janguage, at the best ; and, besides, it is untrue.
(Applause.) e are certainly not in the babit of sayimg much on the subject at
all; still less on making iv such an apparently momenious matter as these breth-
ren do.  Yet it is not that we have no thoughtfully-formed and fixed convictions,
but that we do not care to be continually talking about them ; believing that the
Church is placed in this world fr o very different purpose ; and rather inclining
to the mind of Panl, who evidently did not attach wuch iuportance to the nte,
when he could suy, ¢ Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel;’
and hecause we believe with him, that as ‘nei her cireumsision s anythng, nor
uncircumeision, but a new creature,” so neither is bup-ism anything, nor the
owission of the rite; but that <10 berenewed in the spitit of our mind’ is all
essential.  We may be pitied, blamed, unchurched, and excluded from the table
of the Lord on these accounts, by some good brethren, who, though they do nog
lay claim to infallibility on this vexcd question, in so may words, act as if they
thought they possessed it—(langhter)—nut we cannot surronder our judgment.
We dare not presnme to debar 1om sacramental privileges auy one wno ditlers
from us on this matter, not even if he doubted or disbehieved the necessity for any
form of water baptism at all, if it were evident 10 us he lad received the haptism
of the Holy Ghos:.  Whoeever way insist upon the mistroduction of a spirit su
all akin to that of ancient Judaising teaciers, ¢ Fxeept ye be circumceised ye
cannot be sived,’ lec us not be of the nawmber. If any on this subject be con-
tentious, be it our glory to say, * We have no such enstom.”

In regard to the

UNNECESSARY MULTIPLICATION OF PLACES OF WORSHIP,

among scanty populations, of which we have often to complain in th's country
as well as in Great Britain, Dr. Aveling says, ¢ The existence of a Wesleyan or
Baptist Church in any neighbourhood is not areason why there should, but rather
a primd fucre veason why there should not be a Congregational one.  We may prefer
our own Church polity, and yet worship with these brethren 3 thoush—and the hing
is nut unnecessary —it would be well for some of them, while maintaining tirmly
their own views, not needlessly to attack ours.”

¢ Rather should we,” he thinks, ¢‘ exhibit the spirit of Abraham in his dealings
with Lot. ¢Is not the whole land before thee 7 Separate thyself, I pray thee,
from me : if thou wilt tuke the left hand, then I will go to the right; orif thon
depart to the rizht hand, then 1 will go to the left.”” Very excellent, indeed,
though what Abraham would have dune if Lot had been bent on having both
right and left, as some denominations seem to be, Dr. Aveling does not say.

We puss over that portion of his address relating to the relativnship of Inde-
pendents to their brethven of the Episcopal, or Stite Church, because of its hav-
ing no direct bearing on ccclesiastical matters in this country. ’

NON-CONFORMIST MARRIAGES AND BURIALS.

Dr. Aveling seorns the paltry pride that can be married only in the ¢ Estab-
lished Church,” and according to its ritaal, and he lauzhs at the pretension that
the parish graveyard belongs only to the clergyman, or the Episcopal Church, and
naively says : ‘I presume there would be no unwillingness to admit that the par-
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ish stocks are as free for the use of a Dissenter as a Conformist? (Laughter.) :
Nay, the latter may be ready to give not simply an equal admission to their
use, but even to extend the privilege!” And he reminds the ** bigots '’ —among
; whom we are sorry to find the name of good Canon Ryle—who oppose the Burials
. Bill, the object of which is to throw down these restrictions, that ¢ through the
i prevalence of crying abuses, the Irish Episcopal Church, which was united in
name and sympathy to the elder one in England, as a State creation, became de-
funct. Its claims for national recognition could not stand the test. 1t outraged
men'’s keenest susceptibilities. It fell down, like Ananias, before the tribunal of |
Truth and Justice, and gave up the ghost, and was borne to its burial. We warn
th_se who still refuse to accede to our righteous requirements, that they may ex-
. pect soon to hear the ominous words,  Behold the feet of them which have borne
i thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out,’” (Laughter and applause.) |
On the subject of :

EVANGELISTIt AND BENEVOLENT AGENCIES,

Dr. Aveling thinks that ¢ an examination of the lists of subscribers to almost any
, of our Religious Societies will bring out the fact that more than half the people,
| who could aid, do uothing in the way of systematic help to these enterprises.
. Such persons, after their duty has been set before them from the pulpit and plat-
 form, must be persunally applied to, and this must be followed up by regular visi-
tation for promised subscriptions; for irregularity on the part of collectors will
1 soun be found to work mischievously, and the socictivs suffer. Interest, too, will
. often decrease, and love grow cold ; so that principles will need to be constantly *
| applied to, to supplement the interest enkindled by some rousing speech or strik- -
ing occurrence ; for mere excitement, however hallowed, will not become a per-
l manent motive power to perseverance in well-doing. According to the ability
, God has given, every one is bound to do something ; from the widow and her two |
| mites, to the millivnaire, who should be thankful for the opportunity of being
l saved from the danger of plethory.” !
|
i
!
]

Among the auxiliaries to the extension and establishment of the Guspel, he
assigns a high position to

OUR COLLEGES,

which, he says, are greatly neglected by the Churches, and he suggests that in
some way there should be a connection on the part of our strong and prosperous
Churches with one or more of these institutions. If the Churches of Christ with- |
| hold their sympathy and help, it requires very little perspicacity to discover that
all benevolent institutions will languish, perhaps die. In many instances they
would not have been begun had not Christian principle been at work. Witness
the charities founded by the late Dr. Reed, & minister, who learned his lessons of
philanthropy from the great Master. Would that all our Churches saw and felt
the duty and privilege of aiding in such labours of love ; for to many outside these
Churches the workings of Christianity are noticeable only in the efforts made for
the good of others in a benevolent and philanthropic direction.
Then, after a brief reference to Young MMen'’s Christian Associations, in the way
of warning against their departing from their own proper work, Dr. Aveling
goes on to speak of the Churches’ neglect of their own

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE,

¢“ of which we may well be proud.” Our Magazines, and Reviews, and Theoiogi-
cal publications are read ‘ not solely nor principally by our people. Our Episco-
palian friends, lay and clerical, are glad to have them, and practically proclaim
their estimate of their worth, by making good use of them. Dissenting ministers
are more frequently discoursing from other pulpits than they are aware
of. Certain conyregations would by no means listen to an unknown tongue, if

|
|
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!

| the voices of some of our popular preachers were heard in their churches, the
' legally-appointed ministers of which show they are far from being unwilling that
! their people should enjoy Nunconformist ministrations !

i Here is a trampet blast on

POPERY.

|
|
1

¢ There must be no peace with Rome.” * * * . *
““If 1 mistake net the signs of the times, we shall have to grapple with Popery,
as with a strong man wn.med, in a renewed tremendous conflict, which it is pre-

" paring to wage against spiritual frcedom, and the brunt of which will have to be

" borne by us. Too many, belonging to the miscalled Protestant bulwark of the

"land, are of the same school of thought with Rome, and are aiming at the same

I kind of ascendancy ; and in no small numbers are going over, openly, to the

| enemy. Now Popery will have to be met, not only as a system of religious im-

| posture, but asa cleverly cuncocted scheme for political aggrandisement and power ;

I and sacerdotalisin is the chief weapon with which it will seck to accomplish its

“end. We must understand its hybrid character ; and for the honour of Gud, as

1 well as for the liberty of man, and the stability of the State, pricstism mnst be re-

' gisted, even ¢o the death. For this purpuse our people must be thoroughly in-

* doctrinated with the Truth, ever the best antidote to Error; and spiritually as

1 well as intellectually he prepared to take their place in the coming struggle.”

The address concludes with an earnest appeal to the Churches on their personal
| responsibility in the matter of

! THE WORLD'S SALVATION.

1

{

i ““They, not we ulone, are ‘the priests of the Lord ; the ministers of our God '
a royal priesthood, consecrated to a glorious service ; sentt forth from the great
Lord on an embassy of mercy. They are to strive to overtake the wretchedness
and ignorance and irreligion of multitudes ; to minister to the heart hardened and
the heart sore ; to subdue the obdurate to penitence, and to comfort them that
mourn ; to rouse the sleepers and soothe the alarmed.

“They must remember that the fiery plague of sin is spreading, and that they
—not we alone—Aaron-like, are to stand between the living and the dead. They,
as well as we, must take the censer, kindle the incense, and hasten, as for their
life, to arrest the destroying angel. Each Church is designed to be u lifeboat,
manned to seek and save the lost. To its members is delegated the duty of re-
scuing immortal souls from the seething waves that are engulfing myriads, whose
ery sounds like a death-knell over the wild sea of humanity. * * *

* Let each Church be solicitous, in its own immediate neighbourhood, to verify
the prediction, * I will make them, and the place round about my hill, a blessing,
aud I will cause the shower to come down in his season—there shall be showers of
blessing.” Amid your enjoyment of spiritual food and rest, remeisver that there
are myriads ©outside the fold —erring sheep and feeble lambs, shivering and
starving, and wandering helplessly on the stony mouniains, where no herbage is
to be found, and exposed to the attacks of ravening wolves. Leave the door open
for them to enter, if, of themselves, they wil seek its shelter, by night or by day’
and if they are disinclined to do thiz, often leave the ninety aud nine that are
secure and happy, and go outside and seck those who have never known the com-
fort, and safety, and pleuty of the fold ; who have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day, and ‘compel them to come in.” Then, bLe sure, brethren, that
having thus fwitated the Good Shepherd—in seeking to save that which was lost ;
as well as in having conscientiously fed ¢the flock of Goud which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthly lucre,
but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being en-
samples to the whole flock—when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall re-
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.’ ”
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CONGREGATIONALISM AND THE CHIEF MOVEMENTS OF THE TIMES.

One of the greatest gatherings in conneetion with the agsembling of the Con-
gregational Union in Bradford,” was the public me-ting in St. George’s Hall, for
the exposition of denominational principles. Fully three thousand people were
present, who listened with rapt attention to the addresses delivered.

The Rev. J. Williamson came first with an address on *¢ Congregational Prin-
ciples,” confining himself chiefly to those of self-support and self-government.
The Rev. Henry Batchelor followed on

THE RELATION OF CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES TO THE CHIEF MOVEMENTS OF THEK
FIMES,

We give some extracts . First  What is Conuregationalism {  Our idea of the
Chnrch comjrises two indispensable clements— spirirual life and spiritual liberty.
In other words, a Christian Chureh is a society of Christian persons exercising the
common and equal rishts, and cnjoying the conmon and vqual privileges, of
Christian men.  When 1 speak of spivitual life I am not using a phrase of con-
venient vagneness to ignore the Gospel, or to coiceal some shallow substitute for

most dismal of all misleading fictions. The spiritual life of which we are con-
scious cannot be divorced from whut may justly be ealled the Catholic doc:rues
of Christendom. Tue doctrine of a Divine and human Saviour, in the unrestricted
force of thase terms  the doctrine of a veal and external. and not a sentimental
and visionary. propitiation for sin ; and the ductrive of the supernatural and
quickening grace of the Huly Glust are inseparable from the gpiritual life of
apostolic and historical Congregationalism.  In coutending that a Chrisiian Church
should he Christian, we are obeying the H.ly Seriptures, and reproducing the
spirit and practice of apostolic times. The New Testament always addresses the
individual sense of responsibility. aims to awaken the individual conviction of sin,
and demands indivilual acts of repentance. It urges personad faith in Christ,
offers personal forgiveness, and ensures at unce persinal restortion to the love of
the Farher, 1t was enly when the apostles awakened a personal respouse to the
love of God in Christ that they artempted to eomstruet Chinrches. A1l the connsels
addressed to extant Churches, and the diacipline enjoined vn the primitive com-
munities, procee | upon the assumption that a Christian Church must consist of a
Christian constituency. In rearing a Christian Church, we follow the analogy of
building the mater'al f brie. .\ fithful workwan uses no stone in ignorance of
its nature an i relihilicy. He docs not pat inall that comes to hand. A wall cannot
i be made of burs and bricks, sticks and stones, mud and mortar jumbled together.

There is room for difference of opinion and variety of practice as to the mode in

which we may endeavour to realise our theory of the Church ; but a Christian
! constituency is the conception with which we start, and the ideal after which we
! persistently strive. \Where there is spiritual life, from the nature of the case. we
. say there mnst be spiritual liberty.  [f God Himself address the individual sense
! of respensibility, if there he 1 personal ministry of God Himsclf by the quicken-
 ings of His Grace in every Christian soul, then every Christian soul by this very

Divine action is accordedthe vight and the freedom to render all the contenis of his
. personal response, unhindered by his fellows, to the infinite mercy of his Father in
" Heaven. Al that God “works in,” He designed each man to have the unrestricted
! opportunityto “work out.” Fi rgetnot,too, that the blessings of the Gospel arecom-
mon, equal, undistinguishing gifts to men. The New Tostament addresses itself to
our humanity alone, irrespective of the aceidents of birth and fortune. It deals with
us where we are all alike. Tt grupples with the sense of sin in the peer the same
as in the peasant. It conveys salvation to him who bdlieves, he he a cottager or
the king. The wearer of the imperial purple stands before God in the Church

i

the ancient doctrine of the (ross. To wme Christianity i» supernatural or the |
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; on precisely the snme footing as the lowest tiller of soil.  Put these two things
" together— man's persoual relatiouship to Gaod, and the commeon eguality of Chris-
tian men ag recipients of the Gospel—-and it seems to follow that we must have a
schemo of Church order and organization which does not come into conflict with
these first truths in humanity and revealed religion. [t is impossible for our
greatest foes to deny that Congregationalism is in perfect harmony with the moral
- nature and the spiritual rights and liberties of men.  The Apostolic enfranchise-

ment of the whole Church membership accepts, embodies, and vindicates our
equal rights and equal responsibilities before God and amongst one another. ‘This
is Congregationalism, and fellowship, animated by spiritual life, and acting in
spiritual hberty.

In vegard to the mission of Congregationalism Mr. Batchelor said : -1t is the
especial excellence of Congregationalism that it embadies the essence of Christianity
without denominational aceidents and alloys.  We give exclusive prominence to
the Gospel, and our Church polity is merely the simplest instrumentahty con-
ceivable for cherishing and diffusing it.  Episcopalians make the accidents of their ,
- Christianity the supreme matter of their faith, and disparage its essence. They
emphasise above every thing their three orders of clergy, ontward authorative,
succession, visible rites, and other externalities of their denommationalism. It is .
+ for the sake of these outward things that they maintain a haughty solation from

their fellow-Christinns. The Catholic doctrines which they hold in eommon
with Romanist and Greek, Lutheran Churchand Reformed, Methodist, Presby- .
terian, and Congregationalist. ave trivialities to their minds in comparison with
their episcopacy, which is thewr sectarian dilterence from other churches. Our .
Baptist brethren seem to me to agree with Episcopalians m thrusting on to ex-
travagance and injurious prominence denuvminational singularitics—a prominence
which ought to be jealously reserved for the saving truth of the Gospel.  Some -
men are more Catholic than their theories ; but this is a complimeut which cannot
be accorded to my friend, Dr. Landels. (Langhter.) He is a Baptist first and
a Christian afterwards. He is pervaded by the sentiment which naturally and .
" always results from a sincere and resolute constructivn of a Church on the acci- |
dents of dennminationalism, instead of on the essence of Christiamty. Baptist |
baptism, aceording to Dr. Landels, is the one sole and stupendous instramentality
which alone can rectify the gravest errors of Christendom. There may be some ,
who envy the simplcity of his faith—(laughter)—but T marvel in these unbeliev- :
ing days, at his wonderful eredulity. If you exalt the position of an external rite, |
you cannot escape the superstition of furming an cxaggerated estimate ot its spiri- |
tunl power. Now I think that we are doing great service in maintaming Christian |
congrecations and Christian ordinaunces throughout the land, which are held to- 1
gether by only one bond  the catholic faith of our Lord and Saviour.  (Applause.) |
* Congrecationalism provides an antidote to Ritualism, Baptist and otherwise. :
(Langhter.) By requiring sphitual life, and claiming spirtual libertv, we pro- ¢
test against all relivion which is merely formal, external, mechanical.  All religion |
which is impersonal, which is oflicial only, which is effvcted by proxy, and which |
" aperates by sacerdotal magie, and not by seriptural means, we necessarily resist. |
» Congregationalism will provide no subjects for the confessional  When Alexander -
the Great visited Diogenes, stood in his light, and asked what he could do for him, |
» unappalled by the presence of the hervic conqueror, he replied, * Get out of my |
! sunshine.” A man alive to his direct responsibility to heaven, 2 man realising in
f the Church the common equality of all Christian men. a man who 18 conserous of |
1 4
i
[

immediate access in Chirist to God himself, will tell any presumptuous priest who
_interposes his shadow between him and the Almighty, ** Get out of my sunshine.”
"(Applause,) * * * * There are times in men's lives when « deep sense of
the insufficiency of worldly things comes to them. Astute worldliness in the hour |
b of its hunger after an unknown good, without religious intelligence and religious |
I discipline, isa common, a ready, and an easy victim of sareedoial assumption, |
i The only thing which can confront Ritualism is spiritual manhood—(Applanse) |
1
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aganhood informed by this life, and moulded by the liberty of the children of
od.

_ Congregationalism is an antidote to all spiritual despotism. Our free and equal
rights are irreconcilable with religious castes and gradations of rank in the Church,
with the exclusion of the laity from the councils of the clergy, with voting accord-
ing to orders to guard the supremacy of the priesthond. 1 do not expect to make

ful, we shall inoculate the most exclusiveand oligarchical of them all with some of
our passion for spiritual freedom, There are Churchmen who both detest and
dread our spiritual liberty ; but there are some Churchem who chafe at the spec-
tacle of our freedom, and smart under a galling sense of their own lim:tation and
embarrassment. —Our Wesleyan brethren by the grace of God, enkindled a spiri-
tual flame that diffused its warmth into the chills which had stolen into all British
Churches. In return, they have received some of our contagious love of liberty.
(Applause.) T rejoice in the spirit of wisdom visible in the Wesleyan clergy. In
acknowledging the rights of the laity—(Applause)—they will make their honoured
denomination a more united and powerful Church than in the brightest days gone
by. May God yrant them prosperity and peace. Mr. Bright lately boasted that the
Friends did not derive their creed from high potentates and priests, but from the
word of God. We join him in the boast. We demand for the Christian individual
and for the Christian congregation the right to follow their own spiritual con-
victions, and toselect their own spiritunl fellowships, without fear of ecclesiastical
penalties, and without dread of either civil disparagement or civil bonds.
Congregationalism is a facile instrument for evangelising the neglected quarters
of our land. We must evangelise more than we have done. Congregationalism
and evangelisation ought to be two names for co-ordinate and inseparable phases of
the same thing. Spiritual life and liberty, unlesstheir first promptings bechilled and
quenched are self-diffusive. There is room to suspect that it is not lifefrom God which
we have organized, if Congregationalism and evangelisation do not show themselves
to be one and the same thing. We must evangelise, or betray our trust, imperil

atmosphere of scepticism and the world supplies its expression. In the presence of
an earnest and active Church fulfilling its mission, infidelity will vanish, as the
falling snow-flake dissolves in the spring-tide sun. Worldly pursuits and indul-
gences absorb the men of our time. Worldliness will abate before the lives and
spiritual efforts of men. Spiritual ignorance and insensibility, vice and wretched-
ness, are wide spread in ourland. We need thatall the spiritual life, intelligence
and sympathy of our churches should at once be applied to raise the condition
of our country.
The Rev. Herbert Evans followed ¢n

HOW TO MAKE CONGREGATIONALISM A GREAT POWER.

Wo must first, he said, educate our party ; indoctrinate our young people in
all the Free Church prineiples. 1 think, Sir, we have less reason to apolugise for
our existence than ever we had. When we look back to the past—that grand
chapter in the history of England, over which might be written ¢ Independency ;”
that past so well lived by our forefathers that even Lord Brougham was compelled
to declare that to Independency is due a boundless debt of gratitude, for having
obtained for England the free constitution which she now enjoys—when we look
at the part our missionaries are taking now as pivneers of Christianity and civiliza-
tion in many distant lands ; when we see the effectual work our churches are doing
at home, and how our Free Church principles are gaining ground and winning ad-
herents in every direction, it is evident that we do not mean to live upon the
past, but we believe what was once said by Napoleon, that ¢ It is a maximn in
the military art that the army which remains in its entrenchments is heaten ;"
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our country, and dishonour our Lord and Saviour. Unbelief abounds. Infidelity .
is the joint product of the Church and the world. The church provides the

all English Christiaus Congregationalists, but depend upon it that, if we are faith- |
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" and eminently does this hold true of the moral conflicts of the age. We are not
; beaten, Sir. (Applause.) We have our representatives in the colonies, and our
; missionaries in the foreign field, testifving that we have not and do not intend +
, remain in our entrenchments. (Applause.) The question, however, is, How
| can this thorough education be carried on? I think we in Wales can teach even
. you a lesson on this point, and, perhaps, you are not aware that Congregational-
, 18m, if not the first, is unquestionably the second strongest power in the Princi-
; pality. ' We do not depend upon the pulpit alune to educate our people in these
Free Church principles. * * * By means of private societies and adult Sab-
+ bath-schoels, our people thoroughly indoctrinate each other in the apostolic
, teachings, and they became Nonconformists and Congregatioualists from deep,
, personal conviction. (Applause.) They see that there can be but one law for the
whole Church in every nge—the Word of God ; they see that there can be but
one door of admission—-trust in Christ ; and they sce that there can be only one
means of maintaining the Church—the freewill offerings of those that love Christ.
(Applause.) Another result that follows from the interest that our people take in
these adult Sabbath-schools is that they furnish a supply for the pulpits. We
have plenty of preachers, and good ones, too—of course. (Laughter.) While
. your colleges are not half full, I am told, at present, or not nearly full, ours are
. overflowing. I can refer to the Chairman of the Union, who was with us at Brecon
. Jast June.  We did not know what to do with the young men that were up to the
standard. (Hear, hear.) There is another method of indoctrinating our people,
by religious perivdicals. We do not hesitate to tell our people from the pulpits
that it is their duty to take one or two of these monthlies, and I tell them they
have no right to the name of Independents unless they do. (Laughter.) The
- idea of a man professing to be a deacon in a Free Church who knows nothing at
all about the doings of his denomination outside that annual report of his own
congregation ! 1 think I have met with deacons outside the Principality whose
knowledge of the denomination was confined to that one annual report of his own
j Church.  What wonder is it, Sir, that the children of such Nonconformists desert
us and go to the Church? I say from some experience, if you wish to create a
healthy Free Church atmosphere in your homes—if you wish your children to
grow up to respect the principles, the Church, and the religion of their fathers,
then open your doors wide to your religious periodicals. Then, again, let me say
, that the power of Congregationlism is not in its organisation, however perfect,
. but in the spiritual life of its individual members and churches. (Applause.)
There is no religion so dependent upon this spiritnal life as we are ; we cannot
. exist, far less live, without it. 'Why, Sir, we cannot be heedless about the charac-
ter of the men that we admit to our churches, because we know that these men
will have a power in the rule of those churches. There is not a pastor or a deacon
among us that can be indifferent to the character of men who are received into the
| Church. In this again we have an advantage over our brethren. If a church is
i put in a blaze it will be a fire in a detached house, and not ina row. (Laughter.)
i Our power must be a power from on high. (Hear, hear.)
Well, then we have in Wales our private societies, where a verse is expounded,
. or a principle explained, or where every member is expected to speak out what the
) Lord has done for his soul, where the old experienced Christian has to cheer the
' young recruit, recount the battles he has won, and tell how he has been led from
| victory to victory by Jesus, until the palm of the conqueror is in sight. Oh! I
; have gone to some of those societies full of care 2nd worry and despondency, and
i some brother who was on the Mount of Vision has cheered my heart by recount-
| ing what the Father in heaven had done for him ; how He had upheld him with
| His hand in a great trial, so that 1 went home singing. Then, Sir, we have our
| itinerant preaching, cur sermons in the week—a meal between the Sundays—
(laughter)—and a better one, perhaps, than on the Sunday. In Carnarvon, never
a week passes without a sermon or two from some popular preacher, belonging to
]' one of the denominations, and ought it not to beso? ¢ All are yours, Paul,
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Apollos, and Cephas, all are yours.” They were, of course, all for the instruction
of Corinth, and so they were for zll the churches, not tying a man down to one
church, and never allowing him to go anywhere hut there.  John comes this week
to give us the loving phase of the Gospel ; and Peter comes next week and gives
us the enthusiastic view of it ; then comes a James to give us the practical side of
it. Thus we get all the talents, and all the views and different sides of the Gospel; |
and, indeed, my dear friends, 1t would be a grand thing for our village churches;
we talk a great deal about them, and about helping “em with money, but you must |
help them with a sermon occasionally.  (Applause.) Oh. what cheer it would be
for these little village churches .hat have not been recognised by vne of our big
brethren for a long time ! Why, Mr. Dale and Mr. Rogers came to Carnarvon
the week before last and delivered two magnificent speeches, and every Congreva-
tionalist in the town felt tvvo inches taller from that day. (Much laughter.) We
must be convinced that *ve caunot betray our principles without betraying the |
truth. There is an old inglish proverb which says, ¢* That’s the English of it;” .
and it means, they tell me, ‘“ That's the truth of it.” (Hear, hear.) And that |
is the best compiiment paid to you to-night. (Laughter.) The truth of it, and
the English of it, are identical, and even other nations—I suppose | am not one |
of them, for [ am a Welshman—admit, as I must admit, that the love of truth :
seems to be engraved into the English character. (Hear, hear.) Let us, then,
convince our people once for all that our principles are *‘ the English of it”—
(applause and laughter)—the truth of it, and we shall not see wany surely desert-
ing the Church for the sake of social position. (Hear, hear.) All of us wight
have improved ourselves in that direction, I think, a little.  Martin Luther might
have been a cardinal in the Romish Church if he could only have forgotten ¢ the
English of it.” (Applause.) And I think there are brethren around me who
might have been reverend deans and most reverend bishops in another Church if
they conld only forget ¢ the English of it.” (Applause.) There is ncthing that
kindles my indignation more than to see a man who has gone upin social position
by betraying his conscientious opinions, look down upon another that would not
2o up, simply because he could not forget *“ the English of it.” (Loud applause.)
Again, Sir, convinced that our principles are true, we ought to have the courage
of our opinions, and be zealous for their dissemination. Let me give you an in-
stance again from Wales. (Laughter.) There is a flourishing canse across the Menai,
where there are only two meu that can pray, and they are both stonemasons. One
of them broke his leg, and it was all up with the prayer-meeting, and a!l up with the
Sunday-school. They conld do nothing.  Well, what did the other man do? He
had the love of Christ in his heart, and for four months that man went to fetch
his brother, and carried him for a mile on his back in order to have a companion
in his work. (Loud applause.) Now, Sir, that is what I wish you to do. (Much -
laughter.)

THE CHURCH ALD AND HOME MISSION SCHEME

The Rev. Mr. Hannay, the Secretary of the Union, introduced, in a very
masterly address, the new Financial Scheme, which has for several sessions occu- |
pied so large a share of its time and attention. !

We give a brief outline of its leading features as endorsed by the Union, and
ordered to be laid before the churches and county associations for their consider- |
ation. After referring to the inadequacy of existing organizations for sustaining
the Home Missionary operations of the body, they recommend a consolidation of |
the fundsat present raised in the several counties, into one General Fund, admin-
istered by a bourd representing those counties, and working through the Committees
of their Associations. {

They think it undesirable to call into existence a new Association, but recom- !
mend that the rules of the Congregational Union of England and Wales should
be so altered as to provide within its constitution for an administrative body !

i
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representative of the County Assaciations, to which the General Fund may be
entrusted. Each County Association or Union accepting the scheme, is to be
represented on the Board by two or more delegates, acenrding to the comparative
weight of their denominational interest, the entire number not to exceed 200
members.

An Amnual Finance Meeting of the Union is to be held in May, consisting of
the Church Finance Council : the delegates to the Union, from the churches in
the countivs which accept the scheme, henceforth to be called Assuciated Counties,
and the delegates from non-associated but centributing counties, according to a
fixed scale.

A council of Finance is to be clected at the said meeting, to consist of the
Church Finance Delecates, and 25 other wmembers, to adminisier the scheme.
They, aguin, are to choose annually, in May, an executive committce of 35 mem-
bers, to revise the votes agreed upon by the Associated Counties: while their
revision is to be again revised, and finally disposed of by the Council.

The scheme appears £o us somewhat cumbrous, and affords ample opportunity
for “friction” between the several bodies which it ereates ; bnt we have no doubt
that it is the best tuat can be devised. and will be » ereat improvement on the
old plan.

THE REV. DR, RALEIGH ON INTEMPERANCE.

In moving for the appointment of **a special committee to consider in what way
the Union, and the churches which it represents, can most efticieaily aid in pro-
moting a true tempeiance reformation, and to report,” the Rev. Dr. Raleigh
; sald :—¢¢ Before an assemblv like this there can be no need to speak at length, or
; with any descriptive cmphasis, of the great and manifold evils of intemperance.
. I believe that every band in this wmveting would subseribe to the opinion ex-
pressed in the resvlution—that it is ¢ an enormous evil in itself, and a grave hin-
“drance’ to ahnost every kind of good that can be aitempted for the people. It
" debises the body ; it darkens and degradesthe mind ; irruios the sonl. It isthe
" fruitful source and foster-mother of many other vices and c¢rimes, some of them
. far worse than itsell.  Generally speaking it is not, and hardly can be, a lonely
"vice. Others—wife and children, or hushand and cluldren. father and mother,
. brother and sister—who have perhaps no share in the sin, are yet brought within
the stream of 113 influence, and under the shadow of its punishment ; while still
the climax of the solemnity and terior of the case is this—that the drunkard him-
_ self shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  The practical gunestion is—What can
_be done? The question for ourselves as a religious body 1s—What can we do?
Surely every thoughtful person among us, minister or layman, interpreting Scrip-
tural teaching and Christian duty, this way or that way, wust, at least, get the
{ length of the opinion—that we ought to be able to do something. 1 mean to do
; something together—with one hand and one voice.  We are a religious body, or if
j any of you object to the tevm ¢ body,” vou will allow that we are still an assem-
! blage of religions men and Christian Churches—say, if you will, of very indepen-

dent religious units.  Yet we come together as a sociely, an organization—what
: you will—and we hold together increasingly, and, thercfore, we ought to have

somcthing to say in a great and sad case like this. Other denominations speak

and act. Our inaction and our silence may be misinterpreted.  We speak on poli-

tics, on education, on slavery, on war, cn religious liberty—surely we ought to
" have something to say on the morals of the community ; and especially on a par-
" ticular vice like this, which, it is granied, more or less by all, is spreading havoc
" and devastation through the land.  Yes, and we ought to be able to find some-
i thing to do—1 mean something that we can do together, and in which there shall
" be the weight and influence of our united and so far unanimous authovity. This
" attempt to do sumething together, of course, dees not mean the silencing of indi-
! vidual speech in accordance with individual conviction, or the suppressivn of any

I
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action which particular sections and parties of our brethren may feel to be incum-
bent on them. It would be the vainest of all endeavours to attempt to silence,
or disable in any way, the men of strong convictions among us. And, indeed, we
hardly could respect them so thoroughly as we do if the suspicion were raised that
they could be untrue to their profoundest convictions in any question, even for
the expected attainment of some general goud. But I find this written in the
book :” © Nevertheless’—i. e, notwithstanding some differences of opinion and
judgment—differences which may in a large degree disappear in the growth of a
fuller unity—-* Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us mind the same thing.’ Realize and express what agreement we
have actually reached. Seck at the same time to improve and enlarge it, and
God will make it more. ¢ If in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall re-
veal even this unto you.” Now, it is very well known that there is one summary,
drastic, complete cure for intemperance. If everybody would abstain from all
intoxicating drinks, nobody would be intoxicated. (Laughter.) What a difference
a change like this would make in our streets, in our gaols, in our courts of justice,
in our taxes ! How different, too, would be our Sundays and our sanctuaries !
A wonderful change it would be ! Was it not the Bishop of Peterborough who
said that he would rather have England drunk than England ensiaved 7 But I
think we might say (and this whether we are total abstainers or not) that if you
will only give us England sober, we may safely answer for England’s liberties.
(Applause.) 1f the temperance reformation were carried to the length of induc-
Ing total abstinence in the entire community, except for very small and infrequent
necessities, I make no doubt that there might be some unexpected dangers con-
necting themselves with such a grand movement and results so deep and wide.
Every movement needs to be watched ; and our vices, greater or less, often seem
to keep close company with our virtues. But I must say that it seems to me the
height of prejudice tv suppuse that such possible evils, whatever they might be,
could be reasonably imagined as likely to be in any way equal to the black and
stupendous evil which, with all its progeny of evils, would be thus removed.
-+ . . . XNow we have acknowledged that there is one complete cure, if the !
nation could be persuaded to adopt it. Is there any other, also complete ? for, of |
course, we can imagine all degrees of amelioration ; we can imagine less and less ;
drunkenness. But is there a perfect cure for the intemperance of the country

short of the entire abstinence of the whole community from intoxicating drinks?

Certainly there is. The theoretically most perfect cure for intemperance is tem- |
perance. (Laughter.) 1fall men were strictly temperate, whatever that may

mean—(langhter)—then the evils we have spouken of as flowing from intemperance 1
would cease. No doubt of it.  If the evils continued to exist even in a modified !
degree, that would be a sure sign that the intemperance continued in the same |
degree. If it could be made out, e. g., that what has been honestly regarded as

moderation by the individual, yet is baving some injurious effect on his health, |
then it may fairly be averred that he is to that extent intemperate. Or if it can |
be shown that by such a moderate indulgence his faculties are beclouded, or his
affections cuoled and deadened, again it may be truly said he is intemperate. Or,
again, if it can be shown that, without injuring himself in body or mind, he is
yet injuring others by his example, although the charge of intemperance would
not lie against him in any strict use of language, the charge of heedlessness or
even heartlessness might be preferred, and it would be for him to consider, se-
riously, how far he thought the charge valid ; and then to act as well and truly
as he might be able in all the circumnstances of the case, and taking the wide and
far look, as well as the close and near one. Let it be understood that temper-
ance means one thing to one person and another thing to another. To many a
one the word temperance, scripturally, fairly interpreted is simply synonymous
with abstinence. If it is not needed it should not be taken, or if there be any
specizl dangers, personal or relative, in the use of it, then true temperance will
require its complete disuse. In no case, I should say, can a very free habitual
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indulgence, although falling short of inebriation, consist with strict temperance.
But, within limits, each must be the interpreter of hisownduty. . . . . .

It would not become me to forecast or indicate particularly what the findings of
the proposed committee will be, if you think meet to appoint it, on the different
aspects and points of this great and complicated question. We may perhaps
think it right to join with others of our fellow-Christians and fellow-countrymen
who are seeking the same end, in asking for some fresh legislation, if forno other
reason than this—that there has been already a good deal of legislation, leaving
the matter in a state now that can hardly be regarded as satisfactory to any of the
parties concerned. If it shall appear that recent legislation has furnished far too
much facility in different ways for the sale and consumption of intoxicating
drinks—so much facility, in fact, as to make constant inducement and strong
temptation to great numbers of our people—we may very well ask the Legislature
to retrace its steps. We may ask that the number of public-houses shall be gra-
dually but effectually reduced. We may ask that, like other places of trade, they
shall be clused on the day of rest—(applause)—or during the greater part of it;
and if we dun’t assent to the entire demand of the Permissive Bill, we may yet think
1t most reasonable that in some way of local control a particular neighbourhood
should have just influence in seeking to preserve its own peace and quietness and
sobriety. But whatever may be our specific tindings in the matter, 1 cannot but
hope that good will come of having the subject brought distinctly and clearly be-
fore us. We cannot, in faithfulness, evade the consideration of it. It is beset
with difficulties. But in & complicated state of society like ours, all high duty is
delicate and ditticult. In thig, as in other things, difticulties will grow less as we
really touch them, while they will probably increase if we only look at them,
or do no more than talk about them. Whatever changes may be brought about
in the law of the lund, two immediate may come to us as preachers and Christian
men. One will affect our teaching and the other our practice. I-do not in the
least insinuate that our teaching is not true and faithful as far as it goes, or that
we connive by silence at what we know to be excess of sin. But I do believe (if
I am wrong you will forgive me) that our pulpit teaching ought to be more firm
and more frequent, especially in the way of warning, than it usually is. (Ap-
plause.) It may be that our comparative silence is partly owing to the activity
and the fearlessness of those who hold the most advanced views. We persuade
ourselves that enough is said on the subject, even more than enough by some,
and that our people and our neighbours know, and hear, one way or another, all
that isneedful. This is a mistake, and it is very unfair to make our brethren
who go beyond us responsible for any remissness and failure on our own part.
Every shepherd shounld do all he can to keep in safety at least his own sheep, and
the fences they may overleap are the perils that may be lurking near. Nor will
the sheep that have no shepherd be much less regarded if we can beat back the
wolves from them, and lead them into the one fold, and under the care of the one
Shepherd. We bark loudly enough at the Ritualistic and Rationalistic wolves,
while the dark demon of intemperance is scarcely challenged, and works hissilent
and deadlier mischief unseen. (Applause.) ¢ Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show My people their transgression and the house of
Jacob their sins.” . Any improvement that may be possible in our

. practice will be found .alo.ng’thé line of a still greater abstemiousness. Andif one

and another, as the process goes on, shall find, not safety alone, but health and
freedom, and the highest influence in complete abstinence—so be it, and God be
thanked. Of this I am sure--that no deep and far-reaching reformation can be
won in a community like ours without a great deal of thought, a great deal of
Iabour, and a great deal of self-denial on the part of some. If we decline to nse
some methods, we are the more bound to find out others that are better, and to
make trial and application of them with all possible energy and zeal. If our me-
thods cost us little, they are the less likely to be the true ones for the case ; aud
if we see that they fail in practical effect, we should hold ourselves ready to ex-
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change them for methods less theoretically perfect in our esteem if they seem to

| be accomplishing the object—of saving the souls and the bodies of men from

death, and in hiding or putting away this mountain multitude of sins.” (Ap-
lause.)

1° The resolution was seconded by the Rev. Alfred Holborn, and warmly sup-

ported by several others, and carried unanimously. We shall await the report of

the committee with much interest.

PRAYER FOR OUR STUDENTS.

1 remember, when a student myself, the following strange petition dropped
from the lips of a junior, at one of our weekly prayer meeiings in the college
roum; the Reverend Principal was in the Chair, and all were bowed in the atti-
tude of devotion : ** O Lord,” said the young petitioner, ¢ give our professors
more light,, for they mmch need it”. This, though uttered in all seriousness,
sadly interrupted the spirit of devotion, and sent a sound as of smothered laugh-
ter around the circle. Some of us thought this prayer irrelevant, while others
thought it was quite unnecessary, since all agreed thas our professors had already
too nuch light for our opaque understandings.  All, however, will surely admit
that prayer for our students is a proper thing. :

I may be mistaken when I conclude that our college does not receive suflicient
attemiion when its supporters are before the mercy seat. Now, the college may
be small ; it may not make a great commotion in ivs work ; the results at the end
of each session may not appear large, yet it is owr schuol of the prophsts, and
upon its existence and efficiency depends our existence and efficiency as a denomn-
ination in this northern land. 1f we send our young men to the American col-
leges, they domot generally return.  If we obtain men from Engliud, they will
not do pioneer work. Hence we are practically confined to the college at Mon-
treal for a supply of ministers, and the character of this supply may be much
influenced by the spirit of our Churches toward the students.  On this account it
18 I urge prayev in their behalf.

The atmosphere of a theological student is not extremely spirvitual. Ofcourse the
subjects in hand are generally godly,buc they are dry withal. Everything is viewed
in its relation to a system,—every truth is lovked at with a critical eye. lven the
Bible is read either for the confirmation or condemnitivu of some theory with
which the mind is grappling.  There is Tittle done in the way of personal apylica-
tion of trath to the soul. s it any wonder then that the spiritual nature declines,
or that the student leaves college with a shallow religious experience? Besides,
if the collese atmosphere is not impregnated with the droppings of heaven, there
is a danger, lest the purely intellectnal will predominate throughout the minis-
terial career, and worse, that the mind may swing off from “ the faith once de-
livered to the saints,” and veer toward that ¢ Kationalism ” which is the bane of
the Church in Germany, or to that * Liberalism ” which is in danger of eating vut
the life of the Church in Britain.

Soundness on the part of the instructors may be thought a sufficient guarantee
for the Evangelical preservation of the young men intrusted to their care. And
unguestionably pr fessors have much to do with the formation of the student’s
opinions. But that they have all to, do it were idle to assert. That which is the
best preservative from error is proximity to God. In the light of His glorious
presence the mind develops aloug the line of truth, the heart keeping pace with
the head, and each exerting a salutary influence upon the other. Then let us
pray for the students. When we are making mention of others before God, in
our closets, let us mention the students too. In the weekly prayer-meetin:s,when
others are being prayed for, let earnest Deacon B—— offer a prayer for the stu-
dents, and let the peoplesay ¢ Amen.”  All this may sound like an “innovation,”
but it will be a healthy innovation. For our churches in the future will be the
riclier for every sincere prayer of this character.
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DRIFTING?

A good deal of uneasiness is felt in
many quarters in regard to the tendency
of religious opinion in England. This
i 1s specially true of our own denomina-

, tion, where, as is well known, ministers
i are not bound down to creeds, either
I written or unwritten, but are at liberty
" to go dircctly to the fountain-head of
‘ Truth, and seck for *‘ the unction of the
Holy One ihat teacheth us all things.”
Inan age of intelligence and freethought,
when the languages in which the Bible
was first written. and the manners and
customs of the people to which it was
first addressed, are being daily better
understood, we need not be surprised if
new light is breaking forth from God’s
Word ; orif men who have been charged
to declare the whole counsel of God,
and not merely the articles of an anti-
quated creed, should sometimes startle
us with what may seem to be new dis-
coveries in theological science.

And accordingly, we hear now of one
great name, and now of another, who
have broken away fror the ancient
moorings, on the doctrine of inspira-
tion, or of the future of the finally-im-
penitent, or of the immortality of the
soul, and we not unnaturally ask :
Whither are we drifting?

The question is not unreasonable, and
it has several times been discussed of
late, in one form or another, in the meet-
ingsof the English Congregational Union,
and very various are the opiniuns that
have been expressed in regard to it.
Many of the ‘‘ reverend seniors ” enter-
tain grave apprehensions as to theissue,
but the prevailing opinion seems to be
that the drift is not eway from the truth
but towards it ; that, in other words, we
are not “ drifting ” at all, but that we
are in fact carefully and laboriously re-
gaining the ancient anchorage, by the
prayerful study of God’s truth, or asone
has wittily put it, ¢“ appealing from the
Futhers to the Grandfathers™ of the
Christian Church. No one can doubt
that the Church diifted far from the faith
of the Guspel, during the fourteen cen-
turiesintervening between the Apostolic
age, and the Reformation, and that, not
only in regard to its constitution and
usages, but also in respect to doctrine.
As of old, Douctors and Councils made
void the law of God through their tra-
ditions, and taught for doctrines the
commandments of men. How then can
we be assured that the creeds of Protes-
tantism, most of which were written
over two centuries ago, when the church
was just emerging from the darkness of
Popery, brought us back in all respects,
to the primitive faith? And why then
should it be thought presumptuous in
any one, with the same blessed Book,
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and the same Divine Teacher they had,
and with all the human help which two
centuries of devout study has afforded
us, to think for himself ?

Nature is a revelation from God, as
truly as the Holy Scriptures, and as men
devoutly study it they daily discover
more of His works and ways than their
fathers ever dreamed of. The *ser-
mons in stones ” that Geology has
preached to us of late years ; the unfold-
ings of Astronomy, and in fact the re-
cent discoveries in all the physical
sciences, have so enlarged our concep-
tions of this material universe, that
“ the light of the moon has become as
the light of the sun, and the light of the
sun sevenfold, as the light of seven
days.” And so rapid has been this un-
folding of scientific truth that a cyclo-
pedia twenty years old is found to be
practically out of date to-day. Isthere
to be no corresponding enlargement of
our knowledge of theological truth ?

If it be said, in reply, that truth never
changes, and that consequently there
can be no such discoveries in theology
as there have been in other sciences, we
answer, that scientific truth is as immu-
table as theological truth. The ‘‘foot-
prints of the Creator ” were in the strata
of the earth ages before Hugh Miller,
and others, pointed them out ; just as
the doctrine of justification by faith
alone was in the Bible before Luther
preached it. All that either of them
did was to discover and preach, by the
Grace and Providence of God, what was
hidden before. And God has given to
no man a monopoly of such discovery.

Some of the doctrines, indeed, con-
cerning which doubt has arisen in some
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minds, are among what have been regard-
ed asthe ‘¢ essential ”’ truths of the Gos-
pel, ase.g., the eternity of future punish-
ment, or the sacrificial character of the
death of Christ. But for the most part

it is not so much the doctrine itself as .

the theory of it that is disputed. Dr.
Bushnell explained the purpose of
Christ’s death differently from Mr. Dale,
but no less implicitly did he rest in it
as having procured him ¢‘ peace with
God ;" and much, therefore, as we may
prefer Mr. Dale’s philosophy to Dr.
Bushnell's, it would hardly be correct
to say that the latter rejected one of the
“‘essential ” doctrines of Christianity.
The atonement is undoubtedly of the
essence of Gospel; the theory upon
which it is explained is not.

So of the doctrine of divine retribu-
tion. The punishment of the finally
impenitent in the world to come, seems
to be one of the essential doctrines of
Christianity. But the question of its
mode, and even of its duration, though
one of the gravest importance, in every
point of view, can scarcely be classed
with those, a correct apprehension of
which is absolutely necessary to salva-
tion. We can see no substantial ground
in Holy Scripture, to which alone our
appeal must be made, for the hope which
some entertain of the ultimate restora-
tion of all to the Divine likeness and fa-
vour. We see less still, if possible, fora
belief in the annihilation of the wicked.
But if others, equally loyal to the Great
Master, and to His Word with ourselves,
see, or think they see ground for their
¢¢ larger hope,” we are bound to respect
their judgment, though we cannot ac-
cept their conclusions.

|
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The truth is, if a man’s heart be right
with God, he can never get very far
away from the Cross, and the truths
which cluster around it. A great apostacy
in the Christian Church is possible only
where vital godliness declines. The
Unitarian defection in the Presbyterian
churches of Ireland, and the similar
defection among the Congregational
churches of New England, some years
ago, wags, in each case the offspring of
formalism and decay. Never, however,
was there more of spiritual life and ac-
tivity among our churches in England,
to all appearance, than now ; and there-
fore we cannot but think the alarm to
which we have referred is groundless.

MR. BEECHER'S CASE AGAIN.

The British American Presbyterien is
sorely afraid that some one will believe
Mr. Beecher innocent of the charges
laid against him. Last April, the New
York Congregational Association ap-
pointed a Committee to assist any one
who might have any charge against him,
to lay his evidence before the Commis-
sion of the Advisory Council, and that
Committee having reported that no one
had appeared against him, the Associa-
tion has declared its conviction that the
charges are ¢ false and slanderous,”
and has adopted the following resolu-
tion :—

¢ Whereas the preceding Report of
the said Committee indicates that there
is no substantial ground for believing in
the guilt of Mr. Beecher ; be it there-
fore

‘“ Resolved,—That we do therefore,
as an Association, regard our brother
as worthy of our confidence and love,
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and express to him our sympathy in
the severe trial through which he has
passed.”

Whereupon the Presbyterian ¢ doubts
the validity of such proceedings ” ; hints
pretty broadly that they are ¢‘ a white-
washing precess, which is neither credit-
able to the clerical body concerned, nor
of a nature to settle for once and all the
problem of Mr. Beecher's innocence or
guilt,” and declares that ¢“this action
leaves the matter in the very position in
which it stood before.” Very well,
then ; that being the case, where was
the need for its column of editorial
against him and the Association? Isit
s0 pleasant and profitable a theme that
it must needs re-open the case every
time Mr. Beecher’s name is mentioned ?

“It is our opinion,” it says, ‘‘that if
the Brooklyn Association really desired
to bring about a satisfactory result,they
should have gone into the matter more
thoroughly than they have done.” Will
the Presbyterian tell us what step could
be taken that has not already been
taken, either by Mr. Beecher’s enemies,
or by the Council, to get at the bottom
of the affair? Every Court, civil and
ecclesiastical, that has tried him has
acquitted him. Will nothing ever sa-
tisfy our friend ? Can he not—ought he
not—in such ecircumstances, by every
principle of Christian charity, and of
British law, to acknowledge the honesty
of the tribunal, and at least give Mr.
Beecher the beuefit of the doubt ?

THE ONLY EVANGELICAL BODY
IN CHRISTENDOM.

The Rev: Mr. Cameron, of Ottawa,
writes us :(—
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¢ My Dear Sig,

*“ A sentence quoted in your edition of
November, from my address delivered
at the Buaptist Conference in Toronto,
read out of its connection, makes me say
what I did not say, ‘ Baptists are the
only Evangelical body in Christendom
to day, in regard to the ordinances.”

“ Any one who heard my address, knew
that this was the only construction that
could be put on my remarks, as this was
the only point in the paragraph in dis-
cussion. It is scarcely necessary for me
to add, that, in common with all Bap-
tists, 1 hold firmly to the opinion still.”

We are sorry that we should have done
Mr. Cameron any seeming injustice, but
we gave his words exactly as they were
reported in the Globe, and supposed them
| to be correct, especially as Mr. Cameron
 did not disclaim them in any way. We
accept the correction, however, though
to say the least, we think our correspon-
dent’s phraseology is very unfortunate.

¢ Evangelical,” ‘¢ in regard to the or-
dinances ?” We suppose he means that
the Baptists are the only Scriptural body
in Christendom, in that respect. But
that is a very doubtful statement, look-
ing at it from his own point of view. Is
there no other denomination in Christen-
dom that baptizes on profession of faith ?
Besides, by what authority does Mr.
Cameron, or anyone else, declare that
he is absolutely and infallibly right, and
that all who differ from him are non-
evangelical and wrong? Are the Bap-
tists so learmed a body that they can
| afford to ignore, and treat with contempt,
all the learning of all the rest of Christen-
dom? Or are they so numerous a body
* that they can claim to settle the question

by an appeal to the majority ? Our cor-
, respondent, of course, has a perfect right
to his opinion on these points, and he
has also a right to make himself ridicu-
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lous by reaflirming it, especially as it
won't hurt anybody. But he must excuse
us if we smile at such pretensions, and
say, as Mr. Dale said, after listening to
Dr. Landels’ address, we are “ entirely
unshaken.”

|
|
!

Mr. Baichelor’s remark that Dr. Lan-
dels is ““ A Baptist first, and a Christian |
afterwards,” aronsed the ire of the Bayp- ;
tist champion to such an extent that he .
wrote to Mr. Batchelor, declaring it
‘“ false and calumnious,” and demanding
the ground on whick he based his state- '
ment. Mr. Batchelor replied through |
the English Independent, defending the |
charge on several grounds, the first '
and main one being the Doctor’s “ Theory

of the Church.” Episcopalians, as a!

rule, he says, make the accidents of
their Christianity the supreme matters of
their faith, and disparage its essence.

‘“‘They emphasize above everything,
their three orders of clergy, outward
authoritativesuccession in their ministry, ,
certain visible rites, and other outside
matters of their denominationalism.

¢ Dr. Landels seems to me to do pre-
cisely the same thing. Where Episco-
palians put Episcopacy, Dr. Landels
places Baptist baptism. Of Baptist bap-
tism Dr. Landels says: ¢Such is the
belief, which unites us—the distinctive
principle on which our denomination is
based.” ¢ We have to bear testimony to
this great principle, which is peculiarly
our own ; and in this we find the raison
d’étre of our denominational existence—
that which constitutes our special mission
as a section of the Church of Christ.’
This is the exact reverse of niy idea of
the Church. It is rearing the pyramid
on its apex instead of on its bagse. The
structure is founded on a partienlar in-
terpretation of a disputed rite, and not
on the Gospel of Christ. Unnatural
prominence is assigned to an accidental
belief, and the grand substance of the
Christian faith is thrown into the shade.




Sectarianism is glorified at the expense
of the Gospel of our salvation.

“ The ratson d'étre of our church exis-
tence, as Congregationalists, is, *the
truth as it is in Jesus.’ Congregation-
alism, so far as it is simply a mode of
organization and action, is ouly clear
opportunity to live, and free space to
work in. Dr. Landels evidently con-
siders our lack of a denominational shib-
boleth a weakness. He says of ug:—
‘Wecan fearlessly atlirm that there is
not in the larger organization in which
it is suggested we should merge our own,
or in any other denomination whatever,
a bond of union to compare with it’—
viz., with Baptist baptism—*in impor-
tance.” Dr. Landels does not pay us
many compliments. All the more, there-
fore, it behoves us to accept his tribute
to our catholicity with becoming meek-
ness. This witness is true. We have
no such * bond.””

Several other specifications are given,
but we should think Dr. Landels would
be satisfied with one, and would not care
to push his enquiries any farther in that
direction.

There is genuine English “ pluck ” in
the Rev. R. W. Dale, of Birmingha.
Heading a deputation from the min-
isters of various denominations welcom-
ing the Baptist Union to Birmingham
| Mr. Dale said he discharged the duty of

their chairman with none the less cordi-
[ ality after listening to the addvess of the
! Rev. Dr. Landels, which left him, he said

| (amid much laughter), * entirely un-
i shaken.” “I could never see the strength
i of your position. I have beendrawnsome-
- times towards one Christian church, and
! sometimes to another ; but though I have
i been so near the Baptists all my life, I
i never felt inclined to become a Baptist.”
" And following up, in the evening, inthe
l Town Hall, the outspoken declaration of
| his own views, in opposition to the Bap-

tists, which he had given in the morning,

l he said, ‘‘I'believe you lose very much by

.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

179

not practising Pedo-baptism. I think

the force of your protest agamst Ritual-
ism is seriously injured by the position ,
yon assume on the question ; ” the latter

sentiment being greeted with many a

loud ““Oh! oh!” Bold words, in such

presence, but true !

The London Times does not favour the
establishment of any more ** Church ”
newspapers. In fact it thinks there are
one or two of that sort to spare already,
and thus speaks of the attitude of ““ the
Church,” in relation to the great public
questions of recent years, as its reason
for the conclusion to which it has come.

“ As a fact, expressed in popular lan-
guage, and understood by the people of
this country, ¢ the Church,” or ¢ Church
of England,’ was in favour of the alliance
of Continental Absolutists against Con-
stitutional Government ; it was against
the amelioration of the Criminal Code,
and in favour of the principles of Ven-
geance and Prevention as against that of
Reformation ; it was in favour of hang-
ing for almost any offence & man is now
fined for at the assizes ; it was in favour
of the Slave Trade, and afterwards of
Slavery ; it was against the Repeal of
the Test and Corporations .\ct; it was
against Catholic Emancipation ; it was
against Parliamentary Reform and
Municipal Reform ; it was against the
commutation of Tithes, though it has
since had to acknowledge the Act a great
benefit ; it was a;ainst the Repeal of
the Corn Laws aud of the Navigation
Laws ; it was against Free Trade gener-
ally ; it was against all Education be-
yond the simplost elements, and even
religious instruction ; it was against
public cemeteries and extramural mter-
ment; it was against the division of
parishes. Indeed, it is hard to say what
it has not been against in the way of im-
provement or conversion. One reform
alone it excepts, viz., the Poor-law
Amendment Act.

““The obstructives in all these cases,”
it says, were 2 “worldly clerical oligarchy,
combined for mutual advantage, and
working for high preferment, that took
the name of the Church, and lent the
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name of the Church of England to leaders
of party.

The Toronio Sabbath School Associa-
tion announce an Institute to be held in
Knox and Carleton Street Churches,
December 4th to Tth, the first two
evenings in the former, and the last two
in the latter church. The Rev. Dr.
Vincent, of New York, is to be Director.
There will be a Normal Class drill each
of the first three evenings at the close of
the public service,to which teachers and
others will be admitted by ticket, to be
obtained from S. 8. Superintendents and
the officers of the Association. Our
advice to all, and especially to S. S.
Teachers is, to go, and"go every evening.

If any of our churches has a second-
hand communion set which it will either
present to one of their “‘little sisters,”
or sell at a reasonable price for such a
purpose, we shall be glad to hear from
them at once. 'We know several places
where a generous act of that kind will
be appreciated.

Sabbath-Schools’needing to replenish
their libraries will find the present a
good time to do so, as we are able just
now to supply them with an unusually
good class of books, at very reasonable
prices. We hope our friends will give
the Congregational Book Room anylittle
sdvantage in this way they can, as every
dollar of profit we make goes to carry
on our work.

The Missionary spirit is not dead yet,
nor is it wholly unappreciated. Mr. E
K. Dodds, of this city, fearing for the
liberties of the people of Haldimand,
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where, among many other counties in
Ontario, they have been trying to pass
the Dunkin Bill, has been labouring
with a zeal worthy of a better cause to
defeat the Bill, and has succeeded. He :
has been thanked, by a card in the Globe !
from the Licensed Victualler’s Associa-
tion,“forthemagnificentspeechesdeliver-
ed by him in opposition to the Dunkin
Bill.” But are they alone in their grati-
tude ! Are there no poor starving heart-
broken wives, and widows, ana children '
to join in the thanksgiving ? No tipplers l
or topers! No merchants or mecha- :
nics who think free trade in liquor a
good thing for the community? No
ministers of religion who feel their obli-
gations to Mr. E. K. Dodds ? No doctors
and lawyers even? How strange that
he ¢ Victualers” should be the onlyclass
of persuns to remember his services !
Of one thing we may be quite sure, how-
ever ; when the Lord ¢ maketh inquisi-
tion for blood,” He will not forget him!

The Rev. William Standerwick,
formerly of Whitby and Cobourg, died
at Broadway, Somerset, England, on
the 16th October, aged 76 years. |

|
I

Emmanuel Church, Montreal, expects
to open its new and beautiful house of !
worship on the second Sabbath in Jan- :
uary. ’

The Rev. L. D. Bevan, of London, |
England, accepts the call of the Bmk
Presbyterian Church in New York, aml
sails from England the beginning of this |
month.

We regret to learn that the Rev. A. |
Duff, of Sherbrooke, has been tempor- |
arlly laid aside by a stroke of parlysis. [
We trust our brother’s illness may be of
brief duration. l
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MEN OF ISRAEL, HELP!

DEeAr Broruer Woobp :

Your excellent article,entitled, ¢ Men
of Israel, Help,” cannot, 1 think, be
otherwise than cheering to our toiling
missionaries, and at the same time stim-
ulating to the *“Men of Israel” them-
selves. Hence, I trust that an extra
and special effort will this year be made,
in connection with all of our churches,
to enable us to *‘ go up and possess the
land, for we are able,"—1 mean as
churches of the whole Dominion. The
facts you give, respecting the increase of
membership during the past year in
Ontario and Quebec, might with equal
truth, be extended to these Lower Pro-
vinces ; and the demands for increased
missionary operations are at least as
pressing in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick as in the upper parts of Canada.
Everywhere the cry is ‘“ Come over and
help us,” and that with an urgency un-
precedented. In my station, about fif-
teen miles in length, in different direc-
tions, and with a church membership of
about 130, the pastoral work is too much
for one man. Every Christian minister
knows what constant watchful care and
frequent intercourse is needed,especially
with young disciples, in order that their
spiritual life be assisted, and retrogres-
sionarrested. He knows what a tendency
there is of thorns springing up and chok-
ing the word, after much toilsome sow-
ing, and tearful watering. How grieved
and discouraged is he too, when, after
missing from public worship, one or two
of those with whom he has prayed, and
who have shown the must intense ear-
nestness in seeking the Way of Life, he
finds they have grown in a degree cold
and careless, and as he hears an unsym-
pathising world say,though untruthfully,
‘“They are as bad as ever.” Yes, sir,
our fields are too large very often, hence
our visits and services are too infrequent,
and the work ineffectually performed.
More missionaries are needed. Evangel-

istic work is important for the ingather-
ing of souls, but once in the fold they
are only weak, often unstable and
the command, ‘“ Feed my lambs,”
““ Feed my sheep,” is as pressing. And
the pastor learns that his work is to
¢ Feed the flock of God,” as much as to
cry, “Flee from the wrath to come.”
All cannot get lay brethren as effectual
workers in this direction, as can be often
done in towns and old districts. Hence,
men ‘ giving themselves unto prayer
and the ministry of the Word are need-
ed.” But, ag you truly say, this means
money. Where is such help to come
from ! The theory of raising it in the
mission field would be a grand one, if it
were only practicable. We in Nova
Scotia fail to get the full practical sym-
pathy of the English Home Missionary
Society, because we form a part of that
large, flourishing, fertile Dominion of
Canada. And so we,with our thousands
of acres of barren rock, and our almost
barren, because scantilyyielding, hungry,
insatiable soil, are told by that excel-
lent Society that they will put usona
level with the Australian colonies, and
give usaid at the same rate as to that
Jand,*‘ where everlasting spring abides,”
and whose rivers literally ‘‘roll down
their golden sands,” and whose rich Pam-
pas contribute so largely to feed and
clothe the denizens of the Old World.
And our Upper Province neighbours for
the most part, have no adequate idea of
our comparative poverty in some parts
of this peninsula. Accustomed as they
are to a rich soil and abundant crops of
wheat, &c., they would be scarcely pre-
pared to hear that wheaten flour is sel-
dom seen in the houses of many of our
parishioners, and that salt fish, potatoes,
and coarse barley-bread form the staple
subsistence of the majority of the inhab-
itants in this neighbourhood. And in
many houses, scarcely any articles of
furniture, except those roughly made by
the farmers themselves, are to be seen.
Yet here are warm-hearted genial Chris-

—
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tian people, but whom it has taken years
of missionary labour to educate up to
the altitude of paying towards the sup-
port of the miunister, often in produce, to
the extent of one dollar, to a family ;
some three or four in these districts do
more, but many less. Nevertheless,
among these people have been our rich-
est experiences as to the work of grace
in the heart ; hut it takes time to work,
and here are many young earnest mem-
bers of our Church, who are destined to
become the nuclei of churches yet to be
formed, perhaps within a few months—

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

and if properly nourished to become a
power of God in the land. These per-
sons are growing in intelligence and .
carnestness, but require more constant

and frequent attention, which might be

given them by dividing this local mission .
field, and erecting new. churches upon .
the touv wide a basis which now exists.
Shall this be done?! If not, the work :
will, I fear, sutter here. The favourable
answer must be sought in the contribu-
tions of our churches.

A Nova ScoriA MISSIONARY.

Hetos of the Churches.

KincarpiNE.—The new church re-
cently erected in the tenth conces-
sion in the Township of Kiucardine, is
to be opened on the 17th December.
The Rev. Mr. Mackay and the Home
Secretary are expected to preach on the
uccasion. We hope above all, that the
great Master of assemblies will be present
and take up Hisabode there.

The church has given a unanimous
call to Mr. Dugald McGregor, Jr., re-
cently from the Bangor Theological
Seminary, to be their pastor. Mr. Mec-
Gregor has been labouring there for a
month past, with evident tokens of suc-
cess. The people have impressed him
into the Gaelic service, and our brother
says, I surprise myself by a guttural
capacity beyond my thought !” We
carnestly hope he may see it his duty to
accept their call. .

StrATFORD.—The Rev. Henry Huglies,
late of the Methodist Church of Canada
—though formerly of the ‘“New Cun-
nexion,” or what has been called the
Congregational Methcdists in England,
—was duly recognized as the pastor of

the church in Stratford, on Tuesday,
the 21st ult. The brethren invited to
take part in the service, held a length-
ened conference with Mr. Hughes in re- |
gard to his connecting himself with us, I
previous to the public exercises in the |
evening, and expressed themselves en- ‘
tirely satisfied, and much gratified with
the result.

The Rev. J. Woud, the Home Secre-
tary, preached on the cunstitution of a

Christian Church, and put to Mr.
Hughes the usual questions. The Rev.

W. H. Allworth, of Paris, offered the !
installation prayer, and addressed the
pastor-elect from 1 Tim. iv. 16. And
the Rev. Dr. Jackson, of Toronto, ad-
dressed the people from 1 Thess. v. 12,
13. The services were much enjoyed by
all present. }

On the following evening a very plea-
sant and successful tea-meeting washeld,
by way of welcoming the pastor to his
new home and work.  Messrs. Allworth,
Wallace, of London, and Wood, spoke .
on the vceasion, as well as several min- |
isters of the town. Mr. Hughes com-
mences his ministry with excellent pros-
pects of success.
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’ Listowen.—The new Congregational
I Church, recently erected in this rising
town, was formally opened and dedicated
to the worship of God on Sabbath the
26th ult. The Rev. J. F. Stevenson,
LL.B., of Emmanuel Church, Montreal,
: preached morning and evening, and the
Rev. Mr. Wood, of Toronto, in the
afternoon. The church was crowded at
every service, and especially so in the
evening, The Methodist and Presby-
terian ministers each kindly gave up one
service during the day to allow of their
people being present. Our space, of
course, will not permit us to give even
an outline of the discourses on the occa-
sion. The collections were liberal,
amounting in all to $117.

On Monday afternoon, Mr. Wood, by
arrangement of the Superintendent of
the Sabbath School, addressed a gather-
ing of the children of the town. The
School Trustees kindly instructed the
teachers to close the schools a few
minutes before the usual time, and in
consequence about five hundred children
were present, completely filling the
church. Mr. Kidson, of Wrozxeter, also
addressed the children. We trust some
saving truths were sown in their hearts
to bring forth fruit unto life eternal.

k In the evening Mr. Stevenson de-
livered his very interesting lecture on
¢ English Life 150 years ago,” to a large
audience. Over $70 were taken for
tickets., After the lecture an appeal
was made to the friends present for fur-
ther subscriptions towards the building-
! fund, and over $400 were pledged. This
I will leave a debt of about $2,000, which
! the trustees have arranged to borrow for
v a time, and the intevest on which will
be nearly covered for the first year by
! the rent of the old building.
! "The new church is of brick, 40 = 60
feet, with porch. It is neat and com-
;fortable, well heated (by hot-air fur-
naces), and well lighted, and is capable
of seating 400 persons. We are glad to
learn that both the congregation and
! the membership are steadily increasing,
i'aml we trust our brother, Mr. Rose,
may be much encouraged at the fresh
start the new place of worship will give
him in his work. May the glory of the
latter house be greater than of the
former !

!
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Eynro.—We learn from the Rev. J.
Salmon, the pastor of the Church, that
his people having paid for the new par-
sonage, are arising to build a house for
the Lord, and that already over $3,000
have been subscribed towards that ob-
jeet, with the prospect of a much larger
sum being obtained. Plans and specifi-
cations are being prepared, and the
work is to be commenced in the spring.
We wish them all success in their under-
taking. Some pleasing cases of hopeful
conversion have recently cheered the
pastor’s heart.

Un1oNvILLE.—Mr, J. F. Malcolm, of
the Congregational College,isstillsupply-
ing Markham and Unionville, and has
been holdingspecial meetingsinthelatter
place for several weeks past. The Rev.
E. D. Siloox, of Oro, and the Rev. J.
Salmon, of Embro, have been assisting
him. The attendance is large, and we
trust that good is doing, for the Master
has promised ‘‘in due season ye shall
reap, if ye faint not.”

Since the above was put into type, Mr.
Malcolm writes us :—

¢ Qur special services still continue
with increasing interest. ‘The Lord
has done great things for us.” We have
waited upon Him in faith and prayer,
and He has rewarded us with an abun-
dant outpouring of His Spirit. Many
souls have found Christ. At our last
church meeting, thirteen applicants were
received to church membership, and a
good number of others are intending to
unite with us. The Revds. J. Salmon,
E. D. Silcox, and J. B. Silcox have
rendered us great assistance, and their
labours have been abundantly blessed.
A most pleasing feature of the service is
the entire absence of the wmiserable ex-
citement that generally attends revival
services. Our Sabbath congregation
has increased from thirty to one hundred
and sixty cr seventy ; our membership
from sixteen to thirty-three. Thechurch
has lately purchased a New Duminion
Organ, worth $225, which has proved a
great help in our singing.”

StourFvILLE.—The Rev.E, D. Silcox,
of Oro, has received a unanimous invi




184

tation to the pastorate of the Stouffville
Church, but at this writing we have no
invitation as to his acceptance of it.

BowMaNVILLE.—The call extended to
the Rev. Mr. Heudcbourck, late of
Stratford, to become pastor of this
Church, has been accepted, and our
brother has already entered upon his
work. His last letter to us is quite
hopeful, and we are encouraged to be-
lieve that Bowmanville has ‘“turned the
corner,” and will, with the Divine bless-
ing, go on and prosper.

Cosourc anp CoLp Sprrincs.—DMor.
Hugh Pedley accepts the call to these
churches, which are for the present to
be united under one pastorate. We
congratulate our friends in these places
on securing a young pastor of so much
promise. Nov brethren, work /!

BELLEVILLE.—The Pastor's social in
this church was held on Thursday night,
and was a great success. The church
was comfortably filled with the congrega-
tion, to whom it was confined. Several
short addresses were delivered by the
pastor and others, who gave interesting
statements in regard to the different de-
partments of church work. The report
of the Sabbath School work was especial-
ly interesting and encouraging, as it was
found that what was merely the name of
a school a few months ago, had now in-
creased to over 100 pupils, which could
be further increased as fast as teachers
could be found.

An abundance of tea, coffee, and the
usual variety of good things, furnished
by the committee, with good music by
the choir, brought ten o’clock almost too
soon.

We understand these socials are to be
repeated during the winter, and con-
gratulate Rev. Mr. Cossar on the success
that is evidently attending his ministra-
tions. —Daily Ontario, Nov. 25th.

Rev. Hesry Warp Begcuer, of
Brooklyn, N.Y., lectured in St. John,
N.B., on the evenings of the 18th and
20th of November, in the Academy of

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

Music. The Morning News of St. John
says :— :

*“On Sunday morning, the 19th, the
comfortable and tastefully furnished
Congregational Church was full, many
expecting that Mr. Beecher would be in
the pulpit, either to preach or to pray.
They were disappointed in this (althongh
Mr. Beecher was in the audience), but
were well rewarded for attending by an
carnest and able sermon from Rev. C.
B. Woodeock, the pastor. At the close
of the service, the pew-holders adjourned
to the vestry and received tickets of
admission to the Academy for them-
selves and friends, the arrangement
being that ticket-holders would be
admitted up to 5.30, when the doors
would be thrown open to all comers.
But long before the hour of opening, the
street was filled with a dense crowd of
people, and many of those who found
themselves in the centre of the throng
vainly sought to extricate themselves.
Those having cards of admission found
themselves on a level with others.
When the door was opened the crush
was terrible, and the struggles of some
to keep from being squeezed out of the
inflowing current at the door, were des-
perate enough. The parquette and bal-
conies were filled in about five minutes,
the people occupying the seats, filling
the aisles, and e»vering the stage at its
full depth, until there was but room
enough for the preacher.”

Thousands of people were crowded in
front of the building when the doors
were closed, and remained outside for a
considerable time hoping to gain admnis-
sion.

¢ After sume excellent singing by the
choir of the Congregational Church, the
hymn ¢ Nearer my God to thee,’ being
given out by Rev. C. B. Woaodcock, and
a fervent prayer by Rev. Mr. Daniel
(Methodist), Mr. Beecher read a por-
tion of the second chapter of Paul’s
epistle to the Philippians, and immedi-
ately began his discourse, the 12th verse

being the basis of his sermon, ¢ Work |
out your own salvation with fear and ;

trembling.” His delivery was dramatic,
but not at all theatrical, and no tone or

gesture was out of keeping with the -

thoughts expressed, or unnecessary for
the proper enforcement of the lessons
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he taught. The sermon occupied an
hour and a half in delivery, and was
considered by many of the audience to
be a much greater effort, more full of
heart if less rich in diction, than the
lecture he delivered the previous even-

ing.”

INvERNESS. — Mr. John MecGregor
who has gone to Bangor Theological Se-
minary, writes us:—‘‘ With reference
my labours with the Inverness friends,
I might say that their kind:ess has been
such towards me that to labour with
them was a pleasure. We had some
very interesting meetings. At a dis-
tance of about three miles from the
church we held a service at a schonl-
house every alternate Sabbath, which
has been intensely interesting, and was
attended by a large number of young
pecple, many of whom gave indications
of their being interested in the truths of
our glorious gospel. Our faithful dea-
cons are hopeful of additions being made
to the church. One young lady hasal-
ready been proposed for church fellow-
ship. We held meetings in three dif-
ferent localitics, and at all these stations
we were encouraged by the attendance.”

Cuesocug, N. S.—The Rev. J. A.
Devine, who is temporarily supplying at
this pl'tce writes us :—

“ On the eve of Thanksgiving Day, the
Ladies’ Sewing Circle of the Conge«'x-
tional Chureh of Chebogue, N. S., pro-
vided a Supper and Emcy Work Ba/,aar,
which was patronized by a large assem-
blage of friends from the neighbourhood,
and from the Tabernacle Church of Yar-
mouth.

¢ The entertainment was held in the
Parsonage, now nearly finished, and
aimed at a reduction of the debt with
which the building is still encumbered.
The proceeds from all sources on this
occasion amounted to over 8112. This
was but the last of o series of similar ef-
forts by the ladies of Chebogue Church
and congregation, to aid in the erection
of their P’trsonage 3 :md indeed to them

—as the ‘right arm’ of the Church—is
mainly to be ascribed the maintenance
of all the various benevolent interests—
secular and sacred—in this community.
To each one of these loving workers for
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the Master and His Cause, there is due
this meet of praise: ¢She hath done
what she could.””

MISSIONARY MEETINGS :
DLE DISTRICT.

BowMmaNVILLE.—The annual meeting
on behalf of our Home Missionary So-
ciety was held in this place, on Monday
evening, October 23d. The deputation
consisted of the Rev. Messrs. Jackson,
Dickson, and Wood. The evening was
very wet, and the roads very imuddy,
but the attendance and the collection
were very creditable, considering the
circumstances. Mr. Wood gave a brief
sketch of the operations of our Society
in the four Provinces, and of the unusual
measure of success which has followed
the labours of our Missionaries during
the past year, in proof of which he meun-
tioned the encouraging fact that thirty-
ntne of the Charches had received ad-
ditions, by profession of faith, of from
ten to one hundred members during
that period.  Fifty-three Missionary !
Pastors, and others, had been employed,
and the expenditure of the Socicty had
been 88,416 ; but the income had been
far from sufficient, and he hoped a vig-
orous effort would be made to increase
it to at least $10,000. Dr. Jackson and
Mr. Dickson followed with stirring ad-
dresses, which were very much appreci-
ated by the meeting.

This Church has suffered great dam-
age by being closed for several months,
but it has again been opened, and will,
we trust, be shortly supplied with a
pastor.

The same deputation visited Whitby
the next evening, where they were re-
inforced by the arrival of Mr. Alex.
Christie, of Zion Church, Toronto, who
cawme as its delegate, to attend a confer-
ence of friends there, in regard to the
future of the Church. The conference
met during the afternoon, and after a
protracted sttmg, arrived at a unani-
mous conclusion that the Church, and
Mr. H. T. Miller, who has been labour-
ing among them since June, should be
assisted and sustained. The Missionary |
meeting in the cvening was an excellent
one, thmwh the evening was again dark ;
and wet, and the friends and depuhtxon ‘

MID-
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alike went away cheered and hopeful.
Mzr. Miller has received and acccepted a
unanimous call to the pastorate.

The Rev. John Allworth, of Em-
munuel church, Brantford, has resigued
his charge, and is open to invitatic-. to
labour elsewhere

The Rev. M. Lowry is supplying Mil-
ton, N. 8. by arrangement of the ‘Home
and District Secretaries.

OFFICIAL.

Mr. J. F. Malcolm, of the Congrega-
tional College, Montreal, declines the
call to the Markham and Unionville
church.

Mr. John McGregor, who has been
supplying the church at Inverness,Que.,
for six months past, with much accept-
ance, has gone to Bangor Theological
Seminary, to seek more thorough pre-
paration for his work.

D ficral,

Caxapa CoONGREGATIONAL MissION-
ARYSocIETY.~Received afterthe accounts
for 1875-6 were closed, as follows:
Whitby, 820 ; Rugby, £30.82 ; Friend,
St. Catharines, 82 ; Collected at Annual
Meeting, Montreal, §34.12; Henry W,
Powis, Quebec, 325 Collection in 7 ion
Church, Montreal, after sermon by Rev.
A. J. Bray, of Manchester, Eng,
$24.67; Frdnkhn $10; Henry Cox, Bur-
ford, SlO Bond StreetCluuch Benevo-
lent Fund Toronto, $100; Lnerpoo]'
N.S,86; Mllton N. S, $21.7 753 Mar-
garee, 83; Annual Meotm« St. John,
X. B, $57.52—less (,\pemcs, $6.50 5
Brooklyn, N. S., $13.50; Noel, N. S.,
S7; Pleasant Rwer, S Keswick l{ul««,
N. B, §£21; Hugh K. Ritchie, Zion
Church, Montrc:xl, £10.

* HENRY WILKES,
Gen. Sec.-Treas.
Montreal, 15th Nov., 1876.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF
B.N. A

Since last acknowledgment the fol-
lowing sums have been received on
account of current session :

Toronto, Zion Church........ .

. §101 00

Montreal, Zion Church......... 57 75
Cold Springs.....e. ccoeiirviienns 5 25
Paris.. 70 00

« Estate late Norman Ham-

ilton, Esq., per Mrs. Ham-

Aton .o 25 00
Kingston, 1st Church... 202 75
Martintown . 8 00
Frome (A memborof the Con"

Church,... cocvvevenvicennn o 2 00
Cewansville .ooeevvvnniees vevnnenne 42 25
Brigham ......... o 18 15

$532 15
Total receipts to date ........... 1569 72
¢ disbursements including

balance due from last ses-

SIOD .. ciierernns veine cenees 1855 77

Due Treasurer..... ... $286 05

R. C. JAMIESON,
Treasurer.
Montreal, 22nd Nov., 1876.

Coxa. Conu. oF B. N. A, Expow-
MENT Fuxp.—Received since the ac-
knowledgments in June last, as follows :

Wm. Somerville, Esq., Bristol, b oo

England....eoniniiinnannnn, 7 33




A. Hargrove, Sherbrooke, 2nd

instalment ..........ccccoouvvnen.n. 10 00
A. Paton, Sherbrooke, 3d instal-

ment...c civiviiveiiiiiiiiinaiannn. 10 00
R. C. Jamieson, Montreal, 1st

instalment............c..coo.oeinie 80 00
The brother who regrets not

having received a full College

Course, 4th instalment......... 11 20
George Hague, Esq., Toronto,

(donation)......ccoooocuvieinenn e 100 00

HenrY WILKES,
Treasurer.
Montreal, 15th Nov., 1876.

Ixprax MisstoN.—1I desire to say that
by an unfortunate omission in making
up the “ copy ” for the printer, the sub-
scriptions obtained by Miss Baylis in
Montreal, were not published in the
Year-Book. The Lower Canada sub-
scriptions will be acknowledged in detail

in a two-page circular to be issued,
; which will also give some account of the
work, down to date of issue. We are
very thankful to our friends in Quebec,
for their warm sympathy and liberal
help.

W. W, Swsuts,
Secretary.

Lasrapor Missiox.—It is gratifying
to report that two gentlemen in Mon-
treal have volunteered to collect in tihat
city, and have received a kind and
generousresponse from Christian friends

OBITUARY.
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of various denominations. The resnlt
of their labours has much relieved
the treasury, though it is still in Jobt.

The Rev. S. R. Butler prepared a
letter, principally for Sunday Schools,
which has been lithographed and
sent by post, to the ministers of all
our Churches, so far as known., Itis
hoped that they will see to it that it is
read in the Sunday Schools, and in
other assemblies, as far as convenient.
This time has been chosen in view of
Christmas offerings, and votes of Mission
Funds—on the part of Sunday Schools
at the close of the year. 1f any one has
been omitted, or any additional copies
are required, a post card addressed to
Mrs. Wilkes, 249 Mountain Street,
Montreal, will secure the required
transmission,

Ourvalued Missionary, Mr.Butler, has
just sustained considerable personal loss.
A letter just received from him describes
a violent storm from the S.W. by
which the vessel was wrecked, from
which his personal effects had not
yet been landed. She was a total loss,
but no lives were lost. The dashing of
the waves broke up some packages, and
greatly injured others. A suit of new
black clothing, books, telescope, clock,
&c., were entirely ruined. Many of the
supplies for the winter intended for the
inhabitants of the coast were either
destroyed or greatly injured. Mr.
Butler, has, however, arrived at the
Mission in good health, H. W,

MR. ALEXANDER THOMSON.

On Friday evening, November 3rd,
the late Mr. Alexander Thomson, of
Hamilton, died at the house of his dear
friend, Mr. Goldie, Guelph. Mr.

| @bituary,

——

Thomson was born in Scotland, in the
year 1830. When a young man he
came to Yorkshire, England, and resided
for a time near Hudderstield. He emi-
grated to this country, in 1854, and
settled at Guelph, where he was engaged
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in business for fourteen years. In 1869
he became the senior partnerof the firm
of Thomson, Birkett & Bell, in Hamil-
ton. The firm succeeded to the busi-
ness of Young, Law & Co. Early in
the present year Mr. Thomson becume
President of the Dundas Cotton Mill,
and there is no doubt that the great
strain imposed upon his mind by so
much business injured his health.

For some time his friends had seen
with alarm that his strength seemed to
be failing, and that he had some very
sei'ons symptoms pointing to the
disease of the brain, which ultimately
developed itself, and caused his death.
The Congregational Church at Hamiil-
ton has lost a useful and valuable mem-
ber by his removal, and the pastor, a
relative and friend. He was a Deacon,
and the Treasurer of the Church, and
always ready to help in the Sabbath
School, and in any other way in which
he could promote the prosperity of the
Church. His genial manners made him
a general favourite, and the sorrow for
his death is genuine and deep. The
nature of the disease clouded his intel-
lect in his last illness, so that little
converse could be held with him, but
knowing this, he said in one of hislucid
intervals. ¢ If I cannot talk to you do
not be afraid for me, I can fully realize

HOME AND SCHOOL.

my interest in Christ, and feel the con-
fidence and trust of which many speak,
but which I have never felt so tully as 1
do now.” He spent much time in
prayer when partially conscious, and on
one occasion prayed long and earnestly
for his boys and his sorrowing partner.
Itis a comfort to the bereaved when
they can hold some converse with a
dying relative, and receive his last
words of affection, and Christian hope ;
but, though this consolation was denied
to them, the friends of the departed
have the assurance that allis well. Mr.
Thomson was interred at Guelph, on
Tuesday, the Tth. A special car was
engaged, and brought from fifty to sixty
of his friends from Hamilton, and a large
number of the residents of Guelph tes-
tified their respect and sorrow by fol-
lowing him to his last resting place. On
Sunday the 12th, the event was im-
proved by the pastor of the Congrega-
tional Church, Hamilton, from the
words in the Psalm, lxxxviii., 18th
verse, ““ Lover and friend hast Thou put
far from me and mine acquaintance into
darkness.”” The service was very pa-
thetic and impressive, and we hope the
event will be blessed to others. *“ Be ye
also ready for in such an hour as ye
think not, the Son of Man cometh.”

Home and School.

THE BORDER LAND.

An article in dppleton’s Journal re-
lates a number of surprising and beauti-
ful incidents at the hour of death. I
quote the first. “ .\ family in the vil-
lage where the writer lives recently lost
two daughters. The elder, named Clara,
died in the winter, or spring. The
younger, named Aunna, died in the sum-
mer. Anna was spending her last mo-

ments in talking about her teachers an
companions, when, suddenly, lookin
upward, with an expression of joy and
surprise, she exclaimed : * Clara ! Clara
Clara!’ and after a few moments in
silence, in which she seemed to behold
her departed sister, she died.”

Among my memoranda as a pastor,
several instances of a similar character
are recorded. In afawmily of my congre-
gativn, two sons died—the younger in
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the morning, tne older in the evening of
the same day. A short time before his
departure, looking intently toward a
corner of the room, he said: ““1 see
Willie.” He was a child of four years
old, and had not been told of his bro-
ther’s death. His father ¢‘always be-
lieved he saw his brother.”

In a family connected with my chureh,
a little girl of seven years, an only child,
died. Her mother, worse than widowed,
had returned to her parents. They were
oppressed with infirmities and toils.
The only bright and joyous thing in the
house was the grandchild; and their
hearts were almost broken by her death.
Some time after, the mother was seized
with fatal sickness at the house of her
married and only sister, a few miles
away. A short time before the end, an
expression of indiscribable intelligence
and rapture came upon her face, her lips
moved, and the nurse bending over, was
confident she pronounced the name of
Effie, her lost darling. Her mother was
unable to see her during her sickness,
or in her shroud ; but after the funeral
service I was present when the surviving
daughter entered her room, rushed into
her arms, weeping for a moment, then
suddenly raising herself, she exclaimed :
¢ But mother, don't cry for Cornelia;
I said when I saw that look, I never
weep for you, my sister.” The scene
was affecting in the extreme.

A pious gentleman related to me the
following concerning his own brother,
who died some eight years of age : Two
days before he died he raised his eyes to
the ceiling, as if seeing something which
strongly interested him.  After contem-
plating it awhile, he said : ¢ How beau-
tiful you are!” then stretching out his
arms : “ Come and take me !”

Recently a lady, a member of the
church in my care, gave me the follow-
ing account: Some years ago her bro-
ther, Russell C——, an active business
man and a Christian, was killed in a
railroad disaster. Their aged mother,
living in another State, was in such a
low and feeble state of body and mind,
that it was not thought best to inform
her of the decease of her son. After
some weeks the time of her departure
drew near, preceded by two or three
days of mental restoration and activiry.

189

During these days, at one time having
apparently perfect use of her faculties on
all subjects, the daughter named above
being present, she suddenly said : ¢ Rus-
sell is here!” ¢ Why, no, he is not,”
replicd the daughter. ¢ But he is,” she
persisted, and expressed her pleasure at
seeing him,

The article in Appleton closes with the
beautiful experience which heralded the
death of Eberhard Stilling, grandfather
of the author, Jung Stilling. Concisely
stated, it is as follows: He went one
day with his children into a wood.
Leaving them he passed on. Soon a
light brighter than the sun appeared be-
fore him.
vision, white with the light. ‘There
were brooks and gardens, and silvery
cagtles. Near him rose a glorious man-
sion, and from the door came a beautiful
angel ; but when close by him he saw it
was his beloved departed daughter,
Dora. ¢¢ Father,” she said, ‘‘ yonder is
our eternal habitation ; you will come to
us soon.” From that hour he seemed
as one enchanted, and serene and happy,
soon passed away from earth.

There are some points of resemblance
to this in the narrative given to me by
the grandparents of two little girls who
died., A lady who watched with the
younger the last night of her life, said
she should always believe the child saw
angels. On the Sabbath morning fol-
lowing the funeral, the older sister went
into her grandmother’s room, and said :
¢1 have been dreaming ; I want you to
tell me what it means.” ‘ What did
you dream, my child 1" ‘T thought 1
was walking in a wood, and my little sis-
ter met me and said : ‘ Come with me,
and 1 will show you where I live now.’
So she led me along till we came to a
gate, and beyond the gate was the most
beautiful place L ever saw. There were
a great many people there, aund little
children, and all perfectly happy. The
grandmother told her that thinking
much about her little sister had caused
her to dream ; but when the girl left the
room she said to her dsughter: * That
child will die.” Before the second Sab-
bath following the was seized with the
same malady, a prevailing epidemic,
which had been fatal to the first. From
the beginning she told her parents she

A plain extended beyond his |
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should die ; she was going to be with her
sister, and live in that beautiful place.
They should not mourn for her, but
prepare *o meet her there. In that
happy expectation she continued to her
last moments. She was nine years of
age ; the younger was six.

My store of incidents is not exhausted,
but let me turn in another direction.
The writer in dppleton asks: ‘“ Were
these visions the effect of a delirious
mind—wegre somaia vana, or were they
realities? Is there some expansion of
the faculties at the hour of death, that
enables the spiritual eye to discover the
celestial world and its mysteries? Is
there truth as well as poetry in Waller’s
famous stanza ?

“The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed,

Lets in mew light through chinks that time hath
made;

Stronger by weakness, wiser men become

As they draw near to their eternal home;

Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view,

Who stand upon the threshold of the new.”

It is easy to raise these questions; it
is impossible to answer them. But it is
possible, if not to answer them, to con-
template them in relations of great in-
terest.

First—Incidents of the character of
those related above constitute a numer-
ousclass. Let five or six persons meet
casually and converse frankly on such
subjects ; it will probably be found that
one or two of them at least knew of sim-
ilar occurrences in the circle of their
own relatives or intimate friends. If
but one in a hundred years was alleged,
it would stand alone, a strange story ;
but a continval succession, it would
seem, must have a ground, or law, wor-
thy of attention.

Secondly—The testimony concerning
such incidents is of the highest charac-
ter. It is given by persons of intelli-
gence and piety, who have no interest in
publicity or fraud, but speak of what
they have known with reserve and awe.

* * * *

Thirdly—For Christians there is pre-
sumptive evidence of reality in such in-
cidents. On other grounds we believe
there is a spiritual world to which cur
souls are kindred, and in which we soon
shall be constituent members. It is
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then a philosophical possibility, or even
probebility, that peculiar phenomena
shail occur along the line where two
worlds meet, that in occasional, stimu-
lated, exalted states, our faculties may
discern gleamings of spiritual realities ;
or, in other words, such realities may
come within the range of our percep-
tions in their keenest condition.
* * * *

Fourthly—Incidents of the class we
have contemplated have a very interest-
ing relation to Biblical narratives. Many
wonderful events of sacred history, such
as the appearance of angels, the vision
of Stephen, and others, may have a nor-
mal as well as supernatural character.
They may not be altogether exceptional,
but typical facts of a succession intended
for the instruction and comfort of be-
lievers.—S. W. Presbyterian.

AFTER CON VERSION—WHAT
NEXT?

BY THE REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D.

The religious journals have been filled,
for several months past with the welcome
reports of wide-spread revivals. These
have been often spoken of as hurvest sea-
sons in the various churches. But the
phrase is an erroneous and misleading
one. Conversion is rather a planting
time with a soul than its *‘ harvest.” It
is a beginning of better things; not a
consummnation completed. Those pas-
tors and evangelists commit a fearful
mistake who feel that the conversion of
sinners is the one main object of all gos-
pel effort ; whereas conversion is only
the means, the essential first step to the
great end of all true gospel effort, which
1s the service of God by a genuine godly
life. Those young converts make a still
worse mistake if they sit down happy
and contented with having “ confessed
Christ” and united with his church.
The clock that strikes one is expected to
strike two.

What is conversion? It isa turning
from the wrong road into the right one.
The journey is yet to be performed be-
fore heaven is attained. Too many, alas,
set out on this straight road and fall |
away before they reach the mark of the ]
prize. Conversion is simply an enlisting I




HOME

in the army of Jesus. The battles and
the hard bivouacs are yet before you

Let not him that girdeth on his harness
boast himself as he putteth it off. We
want to impress it upon the mind of
every young convert that the real conflict
has only begun, and they have done no
morethan to put on their armour and en-
roll their names. Supposing yon to be
truly regenerated by the divine Spivit,
what next ?

We would reply that the sowing-time
of your spiritual spring has just begun.
Don’t repeat the current prattle about
. being a ‘‘harvested soul, gathered into
the garner.” The church is not a gran-
ary. You are just beginning to sow for
yourself ; and whatsoever you sow you
will surely reap. You are forming new
habits of thinkiug and acting. You are
an utterly inexperienced beginner in an
entirely new line of life. The first year
of your Christian life will have a mighty
influence on all your future. Many a
wedlock has been spoiled by a bad honey-
moon. Many a promising convert has
been ruined by an unhappy start ; or, at
least his hopes of spiritual power and
usefulness have been blasted.

Begin with a determination to learn
Christ’s will and to do it. This is what
that famous convert near Damascus was
aiming at whenhe inquired, sv anxiously,
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do?” Tt is very well to know what a
Bunyan or a Finney or a Moody has
written or said about the Christian life
But go to the fountain-head. Go to
Jesus in an humble, docile spirit, and ask
Him in fervent prayer to guide you.
Bend your will to his will. He is per-
fectly willing to gunide the meek and
the teachable in the right way. Ihonestly
believe that when a docile heart sin-
cerely asks to be led and then obeys the
voice of conscience, that heart seldom
takes a false step — yea, never does.
Jesus promises io lead you in the way
of all truth. Trust Him.

Conscience is the vital point. You
need not trouble yoursclf much about
| your feelings or your frames, as long as
conscience turns as steadily toward
+ Christ as the needle toward the North
KPole It is the office of conscience to
i detect sin and righteousness ; to_decide
' for one and reject the other. Feelings
are very fallacious. Some Christians aro
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very devout in their feelings and wretch- |
edly deficient in their (l.uly conduct, I
They forget that the best proof of love
to C]nmt is to “keep His command-
ments.”  Fervent Christians in the !
prayer-meeting, they are sorry speci-
mens of Christians outside of it. There
is a lamentable lack of conscience in
too much of the flaming picty which
burns out all its oil in the prayer-room
or the  praise-meeting.” We do not |
wonder at the sneers which are often |
levelled by shrewd men of the world at |
this sort of *“revival religion.” See to g
it that you give no occasion for such
sneers. See to it that Jesus is not be-
trayed before His enemies by yourincon-
sistency. The best thing you can do for
your Saviour and your Master is to live |
an honest, truthful, pure and godly life. |
Others are watching you. Then watch
over yourself.

In puttingon your armour, don’tforget
that the sword of the Spirit is the Word
of God. Be not content with merely
reading your Bible ; study it. Instead
of skimming over whole acres of truth,
put your spade into the most practical
passages and digdeep. Studythetwenty-
tifth Psalm, and the twelfth chapter of
Romans, as well as the sublime eighth
chapter. Study the whole epistle of
James. It will teach you how a Chris-
tian ought to behave before the world.
As you get on further you may strike
your hoe and your mattock down into
the rich ore beds of the book of John.
Saturate your heart with God’s word.

As for your field of Christian work,
you ought mot to have much trouble
about that. Follow God’s leadings and
go into the first field of labour which he
opens to you. Do not seek easy posts
or those which will flatter vanity. Brave
Mary Lyon used to tell her pupils at
Mount Holyoke to “‘go where no one
clse was willing to go.” Three score of
her graduates became missionaries for
Christ Jesus. As soon as you begin to
think that you are too good for your pLLu,
then the place is too "ood for you. Do
what you can do best. A converted ine-
briate in my congregation has found his
fieid in a praying band for the reforma-
tion of drunkards. While you are work-
ing for the Master, do not neglect the
inner life of your own soul. It you do
not keep the fountain well filled with !
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love of Jesus, the stream of your activi-
ties will run dry as soon as the nuvelty
is over.

Your daily battle will be with the sins
that most easily beset you. The serpent
often scotched is not killed. Paul him-
self had to give his carnal appetites the
“black eye” pretty often, You will
never get your discharge from this war
with the old Adam until you enter hea-
ven. The moment you fall asleep the
Philistines will be upon you. Challenge
every tempter that ay ;-r aches you. The
dangerous devil is ' . one that wears
the white robe and cozens you with a
smooth tongue.

Finally, strive to be a Christian man
everywhere. Carry the savour of your
communion with Christ wherever you
go, Jacob brought into his old blind
father’s presence such an odour of the
barley-ground and the vineyard that he
had ‘“ the smell of a field which the Lord
had blessed.” Every place you enter
ought to be the better for your presence.
Never disapnoint the expectation of your
Maste * :is the best master in the
universe. Having put on the uniform
of His glorious service, wear it until you
are laid in your coffin. Carry His banner
up to the heavenly gate. = When Death
calls your name on the roll, be ready to
answer, ‘ Here.”

LIVING IN THE EIGHTH
CHAPTER.

I was once expounding the seventh
and eighth of Romauns to a class of col-
oured Biblewomen, deeply experienced
as to their hearts, but very ignorant as I
supposed in their heads. It was before
I had learned this blessed secret I have
been trying to tell you, and what I said
I cannot possibly imagine now, but it
was certainly something very different
from my present position. After I had
been talking quite eloquently for a little
while, an old coloured woman inter-
rupted me with—

‘“ Why, honey, ’pears like you don’t
understand them chapters.”

‘“ Why, not, aurty ?” I asked, ““ What
is the matter with my explanation ?7,

‘¢ Why, honey,” she said, ‘‘you talks
as if we were to live in that miserable
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seventh chapter, and only pay little
visits to the blessed eighth.”

“Well,” T answered, ‘‘that is just
what I do think. Don’t you?”

‘“ Laws, honey,” she exclaimed with
a look of intense pity for my ignorance,
““ Why, I lives in the eighth.”

I knew it was true, for I had often
wondered at the holiness of her lowly
life, and for a moment I was utterly
bewildered. But then I thought, “O'!
it is because she is colvured and poor,
that God has given her such a grand
experience to make up.” And I almost
began to wish I was coloured and poor,
that I also might have the same expe-
rience. But, I rejoice to say to you to-
day that, even if you are white and not
poor, you yet may know what it is to
abide in Christ, and to rejoice in all the
blessedness of such abiding.— Hannah.

Houmiuiry A Test or TRUE SERVICE. —
‘I notice,” said the stream to the mill,
‘‘that you grind beans as well and as
cheerfully as fine wheat.” * Certainly,”
clacked the mill; ‘‘ what am 1 for but
to grind? and as long as I work, what
does it signify to me what the work is?
My business 18 to serve my master, and
I am not a whit more useful when 1 turn
out fine flour than when I make the
coarsest meal. My honour is not in
doing fine work, but in performing any
that comes as well as I can.”—Leisure
Hour,

Mz. Moopy’sadviceto young converts
is summed up in the following terse but
telling words : ¢ Every young convert
should go into the Church and go to
work. I don’t care what the denomina-
tion is, if the minister only preaches the
Gospel. Some of the converts have
asked me about going to theatres, balls,
ete. Ican’t carry your conscience. 1
know that I couldn’t do those things.
Let Christ be your example. Of all
things, don’t touch sirong drink. That
has been the ruin of many young con-
verts. Give up your right hand rather
than touch it. You are called to be the
sons and daughters of God. Don’t dis-
grace the name. We want to get higher,
nearer to God.”




