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LETTER XVIL

Defeription of Lake Erie. . Voyage as far as De-

troit or the Narrows. Projeit for a Settlement
in this Place. Caufe of its Fatlure. Council called
by the Commandant of Fort Pontchartrain, and
the Subject of it. Of the Games of the Indians.

Fort Pontchartrain in the Narrows, Fune 8, 1721.

Mapawm,

Set out on the 27th of laft month from the
entrance of lake Erie after fca{nng my laft lét-

ter, and though it was then late I made three

leagues farther that day with the’ advantage of -a
favourable wind and the fincft weather in the
world.  The courfe is by coafting along the north
fhore amounting to a hundred leagues. The way
turning- off towards the fouth from Niagara is

Vox. n - B much
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much more agreeable but longer by one half. Lake
Eric is a bundred leagues in length from eaft to
welt. Its breadth from north to fouth is thirty
leagucs, or thereabouts. The name it bears is
that of an Indian nation of the Huron language,
which was formerly feated on its banks, and who
have bcen entirely deftroyed by the Iroquoife.
Erie in that language fignifics Cat, and in fome
accounts this nation is caljed the Cat nation. This
name comes probably, from the large quanity of
thefe animals formerly found in this country. They
are no larger than ours and their fkins aré reckoned
very valuable. Some modern maps have given
lake Erie the name of Conti, but with no better
fuccefs than the names of “Condé, Tracy, and
Orleans which have been given to the lakes Hu-
ron, Superior and Michigan.

On the 28th T advanced nineteen leagues, and
found myfelf oppofite to a river called, La grande
Rizviere, or the Great River, which runs from the
caftward in 42 deg. 15 min. The largeft trees
however were not as yet covered with leaves. Ex-
cepting this circumftance, the country appeared
to me extremely beautiful. We made lictle way
the 29th, and none at all the 3oth. We embark-
ed again on the morrow before funrife, and ad-
vanced a good way. The 1ft. of June being the
day of Pentecoft, after having failed up a beauti-
ful river for the fpace of an hour, which has its
rife as they fay at a great diftance, and runs be-
twixt two fine meadows ;. we paffed over a carry-
ing place of about f{ixty ‘paces in breadth, in or-
der to avoid turning rofind a point which is called
the long Point’s it is a very fandy fpot of ground,
and naturally bears a great quantity of vines. The

follow-




( 3 )

following days I faw nothing remarkable, but
coafted along a charming country, hid at times by
very difagreeable profpects, which howcver are
- of no great extent. Wherever I went athore I
was quite cnchanted by the beauty and variety of
a landfcape, which was terminated by the nobleft
forefts in the whole world. Add to this, that
every part of it fwarms with water fowl; I cannot
fay whether the woods afford game in equal pro-
fufion; but 1 well_know that on the fouth fide
there is a prodigious quantity of Buffaloes. =~

Were we always to fail as I then did, with a
ferene fky in a moft charming climate, and on
water as clear as that of the pureft fountain; were
we fure of finding every where fecure and agree-
able places to pafs the night in, where we might
enjoy the pleafure of hunting at a fmall expence,
breathe at our eafe the pureft air, and-enjoy the
profpect of the fineft countries in the univerfe,
we might poffibly be tempted to travel to the end
of our days. I recalled to memory thofe ancient
Patriarchs who had no fixed place of abode,
who lived in tents, who were in a manner the
mafters of all the countries they pafied through, and
who enjoyed in peace and tranquillity all their
productions, without the plague inevitabie in the
pofleflion of a real and fixed eftate. How many
oaks reprefented to me that of Mamre? how
many fountains put me in mind of that of Jacob?
each day a new fituation chofen at pleafure; a
neat and commodious houfe built and furni‘hed
with all neceffaries in lefs than a quarter of .an
hour, fand floored with a pavement .of fowers,
continually fpringing up on a carpet of the moft
beautiful greén; on all fides fimple and natural
beauties unadulterated and inimitable by any art.

B2 It
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If thefe pleafures fometimes fuffer a little inter-
ruption, whether by hard weather or fome other
unforefeen accident, it is only to render them more
fenfibly felt at a fecond enjoyment.

Were I inclined to moralize I might add, that
thefe alternatives of pleafure and difappointment,
which I have already undergone fince my fetting
out, are very proper to make us fenfible that there
is no kind of life more capable of placing this
maxim conftantly before our eyes, that we are no
more than pilgrims on the earth, and that we
have no right to ufe but as paffengers, the good
things of this world ; that the real wants of man
are very .few in number, that little is fufficient to
purchafe contentment, and that we ought to take
in good part thofe evils and croffes which furprize
us, fince with the fame rapidity they make way
for a mixture of better fortune., aftly, how
many things contribute in this way of life to make
us fenfible of our dependance on the divine pro-
vidence, which in order to produce this mixture
of good and evil, makes not ufe of the paffions

of men but of the viciffitudes of feafons, which

may entirely be forefeen, and the caprice of the ele-
ments which we ought to look for: and confe-
quently what a multitude of opportunities of me-
riting by our confidence in, and refignation to the
divine will ? It is generally faid that long voyages
are feldom attended with a large crop of divine
grace ; nothing however is more proper to produce
it than this fort of life. :

On the fourth we ftopt a good part of the day

- on a point which runs north and fouth three leagues,

and which is called Pointe Pélée, or Bald Point.
It is however well enough wooded on the weft

fide,

ownmn‘:—'ﬂv‘“"
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fide, but that of the eaft is a fandy track pro-
ducing nothing but red cedars, of an indifferent
growth and in fmall quantities. The white cedar
is of more general ufe than the red, the wood of
which is eally broken, and is only fit for making
fmall pieces of furniture. It is a notion in this
country that women with child fhould not ufe it in
bufks. The leaves of this tree yield no odour but
the wood does. Quite the reverfe happens in the
white cedar. There are a great number of bears
in this country, and more than four hundred of
thefe. animals were Kkilled laft winter on Pornte
Pélée alone.

On the fifth towards four o’clock in the after-
noon we perceived the land on the fouth fhore,

- and two little iflands which lie very near it. Thefe

are called Rattlefnake iflands, and we are told
they are fo infefted with thefe reptiles that the air

“is infeted with them. We entered the Narrows

an hour before funfet, and pafifed the night above
a very beautiful ifland, called L’ifle de Bois Blanc,
or White-wood ifland. From Long-point to the

&  Narrows the courfe is always weft ; from the entry -
& of the Narrows to the ifland of St. Clair, which

is five or fix leagues, and thence to Lake Huron
it bends fowewhat towards the eaft, inclining to
the fouth ; thus the whole of the Narrows, which
are thirty-two leagues long, lies between 42 degrees -
12 or 1 5 minutes, and 43 degrees and a half north
latitude. Above the iflind of St. Clair, the Nar-
rows widen and form a lake, which has either re-
ceived its name from the ifland, or given it its
own. It is about fix leagues long and .as many
broad in fome places. '

B3 ' R
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It is pretended that this is the fineft part of all
Canada, and really if we may judge by appear-
ances, nature fcems to have retufed it nothing that
can contribute to make a country delightful ; hills,
meadows, fields, lofty forefts, rivulets, fountains,
rivers, and all of them fo ex®ellent in their kind,
and fo happily blended, as to equal the moft ro~
mantic wifhes ; the lands however are not all e-
qually proper for every fort of grain, but moft
are of a wonderful fertility, and I have known
fome produce good wheat for eighteen years run-
ning without any manure, and befides all of them
are proper for fome particular ufe. The iflands
feem placed on purpofe for the pleafure of the
profpect ; the iiver and lake abound in fith, the
air is pure, and the climate temperate and ex-
tremely wholfome,

~ B;:_fore you arrive at the fort, which ftands on
the left, a league below the ifland of St. Claire,
you find on the fame fide two pretty populous vil-

lages very near each other ; the firft is inhabited

by the Tionnontatez a tribe of the Hurons, and
the fame who after having wandercd to and fro for
a long timé, firft fettled at the balls of St. Mary,
and at Michillimakinac ; the fecond is inhabited
by the Poutewatamie Indians. On the right,
fomewhat higher is a third village of the Ou-
tawais, infeparable companions of the Hurons
from the time that both of them were driven from

‘their country by the Iroquois ; there are no chrifti-

ans st-all among thefe laft, and few if any amongft
the Poutewatemies ; the Hurons are all chriftians,
but have no miffionaries ; it is faid they will admit
of none, but this is only true of a few of their
principal men who have not much religion, a;d

.. oo who
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who do . not fuffer the others to be heard, who
have been a long time defirous of having miffi-
onaries fent them. . .

It is a long time fince the importance of the
place, ftill more than. the beauty of the country
about the Narrows 'has given ground to wifh,
that fome confiderable fettlement wcre made in
this place; this has been tolerably well begun-fome
" fifteen years fince, but certain caufes of which I
am not informed, have reduced it almoft to no-
thing ; thofe who are againft it alledge firft, that
it would bring the trade for the northern furs too
near the Enghth, who as they are able to afford
their commedities to the Indians cheaper than we,
would draw all that trade into the_ province of
New York. Sccondly, that the lands near the
Narrows are not fertile, and that the whole furface
to the depth of nine or ten inches confifts of fand,
below which is hard clay impenetrable to the wa-
ter ; from whence it happens that the plains and
interior parts of the woods are always drowned ;
that every where you fee nothing but diminutive
ill-grown oaks, and hard walnut-trees, and that
the trees having their roots always under water
their fruits ripen very late. Thefe reafons have
not been unanfwered ; it is true that in the neigh-
bourhood of fort Pontchartrain the lands have a
mixture of fand, and chat in the necighbouring
forefts there are bottoms almoft conftantly under
water ; however thefe very lands have produced
- .wheat eighteen years fuccefiively without the leaft
- —manure, ‘and yorti “have no great way to go to find
“the fineft foil in the world. With refpett to
woods, without going a great way from the fort,
I have feen as I have been walkirg fuch as may
vie with our nobleft forefts. ’

B4 " As
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As for what has been faid that by making a fet-
tlement at the Narrows, we fhould bring the fur-
trade too much within reach of the Englith ;-
there is not a man in Canada who does not agree,
that we can never fucceed in hindering the Indians
from carrying them their commodities, let them
be fettled where they will, and with all the pre-
cautions we can poflibly take; except by caufing
them to find the fame advantage in trading with
us, as in the province of New York. 1 have
many more things to acquaint your grace of, but
thefe difcuffions would carry me too far; we fhall
talk over the matter fome day at our leifure.

On the 7th of June, which was the day after
my arrival at the fort, Mons. de Tonti whd com-
- mands here, affembled- the chiefs of the three vil-
. lages I have juft mentioned, in order to com-
municate to them the orders he had received from
the Marquis de Vaudreuil-; they heard him calmly
and without interruption ; when he had done
fpeaking the orator of the Hurons told him in
few words, that they were going to confult about
what he had propofed to them, and would give
him their anfwer in a fhort time ; it is the cuftom
of the Indians never to give an immediate anfwer
on an affair of any confequence. Two days after
they affembled in great numbers at the com-
mandant’s, who was defirous that I thould be pre-
fent at this council, together with the officers of
the garrifon. Saftératfi, whom we French call
king of the Hurons, and who is in fat hereditary
-chief of the Tionnontatez, who are the true Hu-
rons was alfo prefent on this occafion ; but as he
is ftill a minor. he came only for form fake ; his
uncle who governs in his name, and who is
called regent, fpoke in quality of orator of the
nation ;
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_nation ; now the honour of fpeaking in the name
¥ of the whole is generally given to fome Huron
 when any of them happens to be of the council.

The firft view of thefe affemblies gives you Ro
great idea of the body; imagine to yourfelf ma<
dam, half a fcore favages almoft ftark naked with
their hair difpofed in as many different manners

4 _as their are diiterent perfons in the affembly, and

all of them equally ridiculous; fome Wwith laced-.
hats, all with pipes in their mouths and with the
moft unthinking faces. It is befides a rare thing to -
hear_any one utter fo much as a fingle word in a
quarter of an hour, or to hear any anfwer made
even in“a monofyllable ; not the leaft mark of -di-
ftinttion, nor any refpet paid to any perfon what-

foever. 'We fhould however be apt to change our~- -

opinion of them upon hearing the refult of their
deliberations. :

The bufinefs in debate on this occafion, related
to two points which the governor general had
very much at heart ; the firft was to perfuade the
three villages fettled at the Narrows, to agree that
no more brandy fhould be fold-them, which
had been exprefly prohibited by the council of
the marine. The fecond was to engage a'l the
nations to unite with the French, to deftroy the
Outagamies, commonly called Foxes, who had
been favoured with an indemnity fome years before,
and who had begun their robberies anew. Monfieur
de Tonti firft caufed to be repeated to them by
his interpreters in a few words, what he explained

.. more at large in the firft affembly, when the Hu-

ron orator made anfwer in the name of the three
villages ; he made no exordium but came at once
to the point, he fpoke a great while and with
much gravity, paufing at each article to give time

. to

<3
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to the interpreters to explain in French what he
had been faying in his own language.

¥

,ﬁ His mien, the tone of his voice, and the man-

g . ~ ner of his delivery, though without any geftures

A ~ or infle¢tions of the body, appeared to me ex- .

H - " tremely noble and calculated to perfuade, and -
what- he faid muft have been very eloquent, fince

}é;z: after being ftript of all its ornaments_in  the
A mouth of the interpreter, who was only a man
e -~ of common parts, we were all perfectly charmed
=L ~with it; and I do affure you,.-madam, that had
",:,S T he continued to fpeak for two whole hours I could

have heard him with the gréateft pleafure. ‘Ano-
ther proof that the beauty of his difcourfe came
not from the interpreter is, that this man never
could have dared to take upon him to tell us from
himfelf ali he faid to us; I was even fomewhat
furprized at his boldnefs in repeating fo faithfully
as he did certain points which could not fail to be
difagreeable to the commandant. When the Hu-
ron orator had ended, Onanguicé chief and orator
of the Poutewatemies fpoke in a few words, and
after a very ingenious manner, to all that the
Voo other had more largely expatiated upon, concluding
to the fame purpofe, as he had defie ; the Outawais
{poke not at all, but feemed to approve of what
had been faid by the others. .

The refult was that the French might ufe their
pleafure with refpect to the felling of brandy to
the Indians ; but they had _done well had they
never {upplied them ‘with any ; and it is impoffible
to imagine any thing ftronger than what the Hu-
r n orator faid whilft he was laying open the dif-
orders occafioned by this beverage, and the mif-
chiefs it had done to all the Indian nations in ge-l
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neral. The moft zealous miflionary could not
have faid more ; he added however that they were
now fo much accultlomed to it that they could no
longer be without it; by which it was’ eafy to
gucfs that fhould the French refule’ them, they
would certainly have recourfe to the Englifh:
that with refpect to the war with the Outegamies
nothing could be determined, except in a general
council of all the nations who acknowledge Onon-
thio, (fo the Indians call the French kmg) for
their father ; that no doubt they would all agree
in thinking the war neceffary, but that they would
with great difficulty be brought to place any con--
fidence in the French, who after having once, be-
fore united them to affift in exterminating the
common. enemy, had granted them peace without
ever confulting with their allies, and without its

being poffible to find out any reafon for fuch 3
proceeding.

The day after I vifited the two Indian towns - ‘

near the fort; I began with that of the Hurons
where 1 found all the matrons, and amongft them
the grand-mother of Safteratfi in much affli&tion
for being fo long deprived of every fpiritual fuc-

~ cour ; many circumftances which I learned at.the' -

fame time confirmed ¥ne in the opinion I had be-
fore fometime adoptcg;\ that certain private in-
tcrells were the fole obftacles to the defires of thefe
good chriftians ; it is to be hoped that the laft
orders of the council of the marine will remove
all thofe obftacles ; Monfieur de Tonti affured me
he was going to fet about it in an effeCtual manner.

Thofe who were my guides in this village af-
fured me, that were it not for ‘the Hurons the
other Indians of the Narrows muft die of hunger;

this
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this is certainly not the fault of the l-‘aéa where .

they are fettled ; were they to cultivate’it ever fo'-

little they would find at leaft fufficient for- their ~

{ubfiftance; fithing alone would fupply them with
a good part,-and “this exercife is far from being
very laborious; but after having once tafted brandy -
“they think only of amafling of furs to purchafe -
wherewithal to intoxicate themfelves. The Hu-

rons who are wifer, more labonous and more ac- ~

cuftomed- to hufbandry, being alfo endued with a
greater fhare of forelight entertain more folid
-thoughts, and by means s of therr\mduﬁry are’'in a
c0ndmon not only -to fubfift without being be-

holden to any one, but alfo to furnith a fupply to, ~ g

their neighbours ; this however is not done _entirely -
- from fentiments of humanity, for we muft by no’
means reckan amongft the number of tha%g(:od
qualities that of dlﬁntcref’tedncfs. )

v e im

I was ftill better ‘received amongft the infidel -
Poutewatamies than amongft the. dmi’uan Hu-

* rons ; thefe Indxans are the ﬁne& men in all Ca-

nada, and are befides of the fwectcﬁ natural temper,
‘and have been -always _our very. good friends.
Onanguicé their chief treated me with a polite-
nefs which gave me full as high an opinion ,of his
good fenfe as the difcourfe he had made-in the
councx] “he'is a perfon of undoubted worth and

~“entirely in our interett.”

As I was returning through a quartcr of the
Huron village, 1 pcrccwed a number of thefe-In-
dians, who feemed much heated at plays I ap-"

" proached them and found that the game they were'

paing at was wha: they call the-game of the

platter; this is the game to which the Indians

are addi®ed above all others, they fometimes

) lofc their reft, and in fome- dcgrce their very.

~ {fenfes




-~

¢ r37)

vhere. - fifes at it they ftake all they are worth,
erfo’- M and feveral of them are known to continue at
their ~it till they have ftript themfelves ftark naked
with waftd loft all their moveables in their cabbins;
rein "fome have even been known to ftake their liberty
indy - 4 for acertain” time ;- this circumftance proves be-
hafe - 4 yond all doubt how paflionately fond they are of
Ju- " t, there -being no people in the univerfe more
_;c‘ jealous of their liberty than our Indians.
*h a , .
olid - - The game of the platter or bones, is played
na between two perfons onlys*each perfon has fix or
be- - eight Jittle bones, which I at firft took for apricot
to, ftones, thefe being of the fame fize and fhape ;-
2y but upon viewing them nearer I found they had
no fix unequal faces, the two largeft of which are
od painted, the one black and the other of a ftraw
~_- 4 -colour; they fling them up into.the air, ftriking
- * at’the fame time againft the ground or table with
el a round hollow difh, in which they are contained,
1= and which mutft firft be made-ta fpin round ; when -
= - they have no dith they content themfelves with
’ throwing the bones up into the air with the hand ;
S _if all of them after falling to the ground prefent
-~ = the fame colour, . the player wins five points, the
S ~_party is forty, and the points wog are difcounted in
; 3 -~ proportion to the gains on. his fide; five bones of a

colour give only one point for the firft time, but the
- fecond the winner fweeps the board; any-lower
- .number goes for nothing. -

- He who wins the party ftill continues to play ;
the lofer "yields his place to another who-is named

- by- the markers on the fame fide; for they take
‘fides at the beginning of the game, fo that a
whole village is fometimes concerned in the party,

: ' and

~



they quarrel and fight, which never happens to

D1 )
and even fometimes one viilage plays againft ano-
ther ; each fide chufe their own marker who re-
tires when he pleafes, which happens ®nly when
things do not go fo well on_ his fide. At each
‘throw that is played, efpecially if it be a decifive
one, they make a prodigious thouting ; the play-
ers feem poflefled, and the fpectators are fcarce
more mafters of themfclves ; both make a thoufand
contorfions, addrefs themfelves to the bones, load.
thé genii of the adverfc party with imprecations,
and the whole village rings with their howling ; if
all this is ineffe¢tual to retrieve their ill-luck the
lofers are at liberty to put off. the party till to-

morrow, at the expence of a very flender repaft
to the affiftants, ' -

They then prepare to return to the combat,
each iavoking his tutelary genius and throwing in
honour of him fome tobacco into the fire ; they
implore of him above all things happy dreams:
the moment day appears thev fall to play, when
it the lofers take it into their head that the furni-
ture of their cabbin is the caufe of their ill-luck,
they begin with changing it intirely ; great parties
generally laft five or fix days, and oftentimes the
night occafions no interruption ;  however as all
the fpectators, at leaft fuch as are concerned in
the game, are in fuch an agitartion as to be tranf-
ported out of themfelves to fuch a degrce that

the Hurons except on thefe occafions, or when
they are drunk; we may eafily guefs whether

when the party is ended, both do not ftand fuffi-
ciently in need of reft,

It happens fometimes that thefe parties at play
are prefcribed by fome of their phyficians, or at
, - 1 . the
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the requeﬁ of fome fick perfon; a dream is often

fufficient caufe for either; this dream is always un- -

derftood for a command ot fume genius, and then

théy prepare for the party with prodigious care ; .

they alfemble feveral different nights to make an

.eflay, and to fee who has the” happieft hand at a .

throw ; they confult their genius, they faft, -and
married perfons obferve the ftricteft contincnee
and all to obtain a favourable dream ; every morn-
ing they relate thofe they have had, and make a
collection of all fuch things of which they happen
to have dreamed, and which they imagine able to
bring good luck to their fide, which they put into
lictle bags and carry about. with them. If any
one has the reputation of being fortunate, that is

according to the notions of thefe people, of ha-

ving a more fortunate genius, or one that is more
inclined to do good, they -never fail to make him
approach him who holds - the platter; they -go
fometimes to feek this perfon at a great diftance,
and if through old-age or fome infirmity he is
unable to walk they carry him on their thoul-
ders. ) o ’

They have often prefled the miffionaries to be
prefent at thefe games, from a perfuafion that their
tutelar genii are more powerful than all others. It
happened one day in a Huron village that a fick
woman having caufed one of their prielts to be called,
who are alfo their phyficians, this quack prefcribed

for her the game of the platter, and appointed a vil--

lage different from his own to play ; fhe immediately.
fent to afk permiffion of the chicf of this villages
this was granted, the party was played and the
game being ended, the patient returned the players
a great many thanks for the cuusg;\ which as fhe
faid

] |
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faid they had procured her : fo far however from
being better fhe was on the contrary much worfe,
but they are obliged to feem fatisfied even when
they have leaft caufe to be fo.

The refentment of this woman and of her re-
Jations fell upon the miffionaries for refufing to be
prefent at the party, notwithftanding all the foli-
citations that had been made to them for this pur-
pofe, and from their chagrin at the little com-
plaifance they fhewed on this occafion, they re-
proached them with faying, that ever fince their
arrival in the country, the genii of the Indians had
had no longer any power ; the miffionaries took
advantage of this confeflion to fhew thefe infidels
the weaknefs of their divinities, and the fuperi-
ority of the God of the chriftians ; but as it fel-
dom happens on fuch occafions that people are dif-
pofed to hear reafon, thefe barbarians anfwered
coolly, ‘¢ You have your gods and we have ours,
< only it is our misfortune that ours are the leaft
s¢ powerful of the two.”

The Narrows is one of the countries where a
botanift might make the greateft number of dif-
coveries. 1 have already obferved that all Canada
produces a vaft number of fimple of fovereign

- virtue; it is not doubted that the fnows con-

tribute much to this, but there is in it befides fuch
a variety of foil, which joined to the mildnefs of
the climate, and the eafe with which the fun
warms this country which is more open than the |
reft, gives ground to believe that the plants have
more virtue in this than in any other part of it.

One

virt
whe
nece
it pe
bute
take
or
enot
mor
of t
perfc
fomc
with
days
fcab,
the t
touct
cover
know
it. N
after .

Th
the o
colou
{fmallc
cellen:
and r
fovere
muft

wounc
On b
to pre.
countr
numbe

Yor



(17

One of my guides lately made a trial of the
virtue of an herb which is to be met with every
where, and the knowledge of which is exceeding
neceflary to travellers, not for any good qualities
it pofiefies, for I have never as yet heard any attri-
buted to it, but becaufe too much care cannot be
taken to avoid it; this is calledy, L’berbe a la puce,
or Flea-wort, but this name”is not expreflive
enough to fhew the effects it produces. Thefe are
more or lefs fenfible according to the conftitution
of thofe it happens to touch; there are even fome
perfons on” whom it does not operate at all; but
fome perfons merely by looking upon it are feized
with a violent fever, which lafts more than fifteen
days, and is accompanied with a very troublefome
fcab, attended with a prodigious itching all over
the body ; it operates on others only when they
touch it, and then the patient appears as if entirely
covered over with a leprofy : and fome have been
known to have had their hands quite fpoiled with
it. Noremedy is as yet known for it but patience ;
after fome time it go s entirely off.

There grows alfo at the Narrows citron trees in
the open fields, the fruit of which in fhape and
colour refemble thofe of Portugal, but they are
fmaller and of a difagreeable flavour ; they are ex-
cellent candied. The root of this tree is a mortal
and moft fubtle poifon, and at the fame time a
fovereign antidote againft the bite of ferpents. It
muft be bruifed and applied inftantly on the
wound : this remedy is immediate and infallible.
On both fides of the Narrows the country is faid
to preferve all its beauty for ten leagues up the
country 3 after which you meet with a fmaller
number of fruit trees and fewer meadows. But

Vou. I1, C after
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after travelling five or fix leagues farther-inclining
to lake Erie, towards the fouth-weft, you difcover
immenfe meadows extending above a hundred
leagues every way, and which feed an immenfe

quantity of thofe buffaioes, whereof I have morg
than once made mention.

T am, &c.
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LETTER XVIIL

Some Particulars relating to the Charalter, Cuf~
toms, and Government of the Indians.

The Narrows, Fume 14, 1721.
Madam, '

FT ER I had clofed my laft letter and given
A it to a perfon who was going down to Quebec,
1 made myfclf ready to purfue my voyage, and ac-
cordingly embarked next day; but I have not
been able to get over, and through the neglect of
thofe who condufted me, am returned back to
fort-Pontchartrain, where I very much fear being
obliged to remain feveral - days longer.  Thefe are
difappointments we - muft lay our account with, in
travelling with Canadians who are never in a hur-
ry, and who are very carelefs in taking their mea-
fures. But, as we are to make the moft of every
thing, I will take the opportunity of this delay, to
divert you with beginning fome account of the
government of the Indians, and their manner of
proceeding in the difpatch of public bufinefs : by
this means, you will more eafily underftand many
things, which I fhall have occafion to mention to
you in the fequel.

- C:2 I
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I fhall, however, be as brief as poffible on this
head : firft, becaufe every thing relating to it is
not equally interefting ; in the fecond place, be-
caufe [ would not willingly write you any thing, but
what is fupported on the credit of good witnefies ;
and it is no eafy matter to find people whofe-fince-
rity is beyond all fufpicion, at leaft of exaggerating
things ; or who cannot be accufed of having too
flightly believed what has been told them ; or laft-
ly, who have judgment fufficient to take things
in their true point of view ; which requires one to
have made a long ftay in the country, and to have
converfed much with the inhabitants. 1 fhall
thercfore give yeu nothing of my own -on this ar-
ticle ; for which caufe, 1 fhall not obfzrve any exaét
order, in what I fhall fay ; but you will eafily col-
lect together, and make a juft whole of the paffages
1 fhall give you in my letters, in proportion as I
ihall be informed of them.

It muft be agreed, Madam, that the nearer we
view our Indians, the more good qualities we dif-
cover in them : moft of the principles which ferve
to regulate their conduét, the general maxims by
which they govern themiglves, and the effential part
of their charatter, difcover nothing of the barba-
rian. ‘Befides thofe ideas, though wholly indiftinét,
which they ftill preferve of a Supreme Being, thefe
veftiges, now almoft nearly effaced, of a religious
woithip, which they feem formerly to have paid
this fovereign ruler ; and the weak traces which we
remark in their moft indifferent attions of the anci-
ent beliet, and of the primitive religion, might re-

itore them more eafily than is imagined to the true

path, render their converfion to chriftianity eafier
than is commonly found, and which is attended
wita greater obfiacles, even in the meft civilized

nations.

.
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fiations. In effeé, does not experience teach us;’
that politencfs, knowledge, and the maxims of
ftate, produce in thefe laft an attachment to, and
prejudice in favour of their falfe tenets ; that all
the zeal and abilities of the evangelical labourers,
can with difficulty furmount them ; and that grace
muft of neccflity act more powerfully on the minds
of enlighteried infidels; who are almoft always
blinded by thieir prefumption, than on thofe who
oppofe to it their narrow- capacities only. "

Moft part of the people on this -continent have
a fort of Ariftocratical government, the form
of which is extremely various: for though each
town has a chief of its own, independant
of all the reft of the fame nation, and whofe
fubjeCts are dependant on him in very few parti-
culars ; there is, notwithftanding, no affair of any
confequence refolved upon, but by the advice
of the Elders. Towards Acadia the Sagamos were
more abfolute, and it does not appear that they
were under any obligation; as the chiefs are almoft
every where elfe, of making largefles to their fub-
jects; on the contrary, they exacted akind of tri-
bute from them; and difintereftednefs was by no
means efteemed a royal virtue amongft them.- But
it feems the difperfion of thefe Acadian Indians;
and perhaps too their commerce with the French,
have introduced confiderable changes into their an-
cient form of government ; . whereof Lefcarbot and
Champlain are the only authors, who have given
us any particular account.

Several nations have each of them three princi-
pal families or tribes, which -feem to bé as old as
their firft origin. They have all, however, one
common ftock; and there is cne at leaft that is

C3 leoked



. it is always by drawing thofe figures upon them,
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looked upon as the firft, and which has a fort of
pre-eminence over the other two, in which thofe
of this tribe are treated as brothers, whereas
amongft themfelves they treat one another as cou-
fins. Thefe tribes are mixed, without being con-
founded, each of them having a diftinét chief in

every village: and in fuch affairs as concern the
whole nation,

upon it. Every tribe bears the name of fome ani-
mal, the whole nation bhaving alfo its own, whofe
name it takes, and whofe figure is their bearing or

enfigns armorial ; and when they fign any treaties,

except when for particular reafons they caufe fub-
“ftitute fome other. -

Thus, the Huron nation is the nation of the-
porcupine :

its firft tribe bears the namé of the
bear, or of the roe-buck, authors varying on this
head ; the other two have the .wolf and tortoife
for their animals ; laftly, every town has its own
particular. animal, and it is probably this variety
which has mifled the authérs of fome accounts.
It is alfo proper to obferve,. that befides thefe dif-

tinétions of nations, tribes, and towns, by animals, -

there are alfo others founded on fome cuftom, or
particular event :  as for inftance, the Tionnonta-
tez Hurons, who are of the firft tribe, commonly
call themielves the tobacco nation ; and we have a
treaty in which thefe Indians, who were then fettled

at Michillimakinac, have put for their mark the
figure of a beaver.

The Iroquois nation has the fame animals with
the Huron, of which itappears to be a colony, with
this difference, that the tamily of the tortoife is fplit
into two branches, called the great and little tor-

toifé,

thefe chiefs affemble to deliberate
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toife. 'The chief of each family bears its name;
and in all public deeds he 1s known by no other.
The fame thing happens with regard to the chicf of
a nation, as well as of every village : but befides
this name, which is only a fort of reprefent tivc
appellation, they have another, which diftinguifhes
them more particularly, and which is properly a
mark of dignity: thus, one is calied the moft
noble, another the moft ancient, and Jo forth.
Laftly, they have a third which is perfonal 5 but
I fhould be apt to believe, that this cuftom pre-

vails only amongft thofe nations where the office of
chief is hereditary.

Thefe titles are always impofed with great cere-
mony ; the new chief, or, in cafc he is too young,
he who reprefents him; is to make a feaft, beftow
prefents, pronounce the elogium of their predecef-
for, and fing his fong. There are, however,
fome perfonal names in fo much veneration, that no
one dares to appropriate them to himfelf ; or which
are at leaft a long time before they are renewed ;

when this is done, it is called raifing the perfon to
life who formerly bore it. '

In the northern parts, and wherever the Algon-
quin tongue prevails, the dignity of chief is elec-
tive; and the whole ceremony of eleiion and in-
ftallation conlfifts in fome feafts, accompanied with
~dances and fongs: the chief ele&t likewife never

fails to make the panegyrick of his precdeceffor, and
to invoke his genius. Amongft the Hurons,
where this dignity is hereditary, the fucceffion is
continued through the women, fo that at the death-
of a chief,-it is not his own, but his fifter’s fon who
fucceeds him; or, in default of which, his near-
eft relation in the female line. When the whole
C; branch
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branth happens to be extin&, the nobleft matron
of the tribe or in the nation chufes the perfon the
approves of moft, and declares him chicf. The
perfon who is to govern muft be come to" years
of maturity 5 and when the hereditary chief is.not
as yet atrived at this period, they appoint a re-
gent, who has all the authority, but which he holds
in name of the minor. Thefe chiefs generally have-
no great marks of outward refpet paid them, and
if they are never difobeyed, it is becaufe they
C ' know how to fet bounds to their authority, Itis
4 true that they requeft or propofe, rather than com--
—_ mand ; and never exceed the boundaries of that

vefted. Thus it is properly reafon which governs,
and the government has fo much the more influ-
ence, as obedience is founded in liberty 5 and that

they are free from any apprehenfion of its degene-
rating into tyranny.
- : Co 5\ -
Nay more, each family has a right to chufe'a
counfellor of its own, and an affiftant to the chief,
who is to watch for their intereft; and without
whofc confent the-chief can undertake nothing.
~Thefe.counfellors are, above all things, to have an
- eye to the public treafury ; and it is properly they
who determine the ufes it is to be put to. They are
invefted with this character in a general council,
butthey do not acquaint their allies with it, as they
. do at the eletions and inftallations of their chief.
Amongft the Huron nations, the women name the
counfellors, and often chufe perfons of their own fex.

, This body of counfellors or affiftants is the.
. higheft of all ; the next is that of the elders, con-
fiting of all thofe who have come to the years -
of maturity. I have’ not been able fo ﬁnd'exaéﬁly
. o S - what
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what this age is. The laft of all is that of the war-
riors; this comprehends all who are able to bear-
arms. This body has often at its head, the chief of
the nation or town; but he muft firft have dif-
tinguithed himfelf by fome fignal action of brave-
ry; if not, he is obliged to ferve as a fubaltern,
that is, asa fingle centinel 5 there being no degrees
in the militia of the Indxans ‘

In fa&, a large body may have feveral chiefs,
this title being given to all who ever commanded ;
but they are not therefore the lefs fubject to
him who leads the party ; a kind of gencral, with-
out character or real authority, who has power
neither to reward nor punifh, whom his foldiers
are at liberty to abandon at pleafure and with im-
punity, and whofe orders notwithftanding are fcarce
ever difputed :_ fo trueit is, that amono{t a people
who, are guided by reafon, and 1nfpxrcd with fenti-
ments of honour and love for their country, in-

dependance is not deftruétive of fubordmat:on,

and, that a free and voluntary obedience is that on
which we can always rely with the greateft cer-
tainty. Moreovér, the qualities requifite are, that
he, be fortunate, of undoubted courage, and per-
fe&tly difinterefted. It is no mbrade, that ‘a per-
fon poffefled of fuch eminent quahtxcs fhould be
obeyed .

- The women have 'the chief authonty amongﬂ: .
all the nations of the Huron, language ; if we ex-
cept the Iroqums canton of Onncyouth, in which
it-is in both fexes alternately.  But if this be

- their lawful conftitution, their practice is feldom
" agreeable to it. In fa&, the men never tell the

women any thing they would have to be kept
fecret and rarely any aﬁ’a r of confequence is com-
municated
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~ municated to them, though all is done in theit

name, and the chiefs are no more than their

‘lieutenants. 'What I have told your grace of the

grandmother of the heceditary chicf of the Hurons

of the Narrows, who could never obtain a miffi- -
~onary for her own town, is a convincing proof

that the real authority of the women is very
fmall = I have been however affured, that they
always deliberate firft on whatever is propofed
in council; and that they afterwards give the re-
fult of their delibération o the chiefs, who make
the report of it to. the general council, compofed
of .the elders ; but in all-probability this is done
only for: form’s fake, and with the reftrictions I
have already mentioned. The warriors likewife
confule togcfhcr, on’ what relates to their par-
ticular province, but can conclude nothing of im-
portance ‘which concerns the nation or town ; all
being fubject to 'the eXamination and controul of

the council of elders, who -judge in the laft re-
fource.

It muft be acknowledged, that proceedings are
carried on in thefe affemblies with a wifdom and
a coolnefs, and a know}edge of affairs, and 1
ntay add generally with a probxty, which would
have done honour to the arecopagus of Athens, or
to the fenate of Rome, in the molt glorious days of
thofe republics: the reafon of t,hxa is, that nothing
1s refolved upon with precipitation ; and that thofe
violent paffiors, - which have fo much difgraced
the politi¢s even of Chriftians, have never prevan!ed
amongft ‘the Indians over the public good. In-
terefted perfons fail not, however, to fet many
fprings in .motion, and apply an addrefs in the
execution of their defigns, we could hardly believe
barbartans capable of 3 they alfo zall of them pof-

' fefs,
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fefs, in the moft fovereign degrce, the.art of con-
cealing their real intentions :  but gencrally fpeak- |
ing, the glory of the nation and motive of ho-

- nour, are the chief movers in ail enterprizes.
‘What can never be excufed in them is, that they
often make honour confift in fatiating a revenge
which knows rnio bounds; a fault which Chrifti-
anity alone is able to correc, and in which all our
politenefs and religion are often unfuccefsful. ~

Each tribe has an orator in every town, which
orators are the only perfons wiio have a liberty
to fpeak in the public councils and general affem-

~ blies: they always fpeak well and to the purpofe.
‘Befides this natural eloquence, and which none
who are acquainted with -them will difpute, they
have a perfet knowledge of tic interefts of their
employers, and an addrefs in placing the beft fide
of their own caufe in the moft advantageous light,
which nothing can exceed. On fome occafions, the
women have an orator, who fpeaks in their name,
or rather ats as their interpreter.

- Nations who may be faid to poefs nothing,
neither public nor ‘private, and who have no am-
bition to extend their territory, fhould, in appear-
ance, have few affairs to fettle with one another.
But the mind of man, naturally reftlefs, is inca-
pable of remaining inattive, and is very {agacious
in cutting out bufinefs for itfelr. What is certain,
is, that our Indians are eternally negociating, and
have always fome affairs or other on the tapis:
fuch as the concluding or renewing of treaties, offers
of fervice, mutual civilities, making alliances, in-
vitations' to bccome parties in a war, and laftiy,
compliments of" condolance on the death of fome
chief or confiderable perfon.  All this is perferm-
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ed with a dignity, an attention, and, I may add,
with a capacity equal to the moft important affairs 5
and theirs are fometimes of greater confequence
than they feem to be: for thofe, who are depu-
ted for this purpofe, have commonly fecret inftruc-
tions ; fo that the outward motive of their deputa-

tion is no more than a veil which covers their
real defigns.

The nation, which has made the firft figure in
Canada, for two centuries paft, is that of the Iro-
quois : their fuccefs in war has given them a fu-
periority over moft of the others, which none of
them are, any longer, in a condition todifpute with
them ; and from being pacifick, which they for-
merly were, they have become very troublefome
and pragmatical. But nothing has contributed
more to render them formidable, than the advan-
tage of their fituation, which they prefently difco-
vered; and whereof they have made all poffible
advantage. As they were fituated between us and
the Englifh, they foon found that both would be
under the neceflity of keeping well with them ;-and,
indeed, it has been the chiet care of both colonies,
fince their eftablilbment, to gain them over to
their own party, or, at leaft, to perfuade them to
ftand neuter : and as they were perfuaded that if ei-
ther of thefe nations fhould entirely get theafcendant
over the other, they muft foon be fubjected them-
felves ; they have found the fecret of ballancing
their fuccefs; and if we reflect that their whole
force united has never exceeded five or fix thou-
fand combatants, and that it is a great while firce
they have diminifhed more than one haif, we
muft needs allow, they muft have ufed infinite
abilities and addrets.

With

~
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With refpe& to particulars and the interior gq-

vernment or police of towns, affairs are reduced
to few articles, and are foon concluded. The au-
thority of the chief feldom or never extends to
thefe ; and, generally fpeaking, perfons in any de-
gree of credit, are entircly taken up about the pu-
blic bufinefs. A fingle affair of however little im-
portance, is long under deliberation ;  every thing
being conducted with much coolnefs and . phlegm,
and nothing being decided till all who are defirous
have been acquainted with it. If a prefent has
been given underhand to any of the elders, to
make fure of his fuffrage, you are fure to ob-
tain it, if the prefcnt has been accepted of. It has
fcarce ever been known, that an Indian has failed
in an engagement of this fort ;  but it is no eafy
matter to bring them to accept of it, nor does he
ever receive with both hands. Young perfons enter
early into the knowledge of affairs, which natu-
rally renders them grave and ripe, at an age in
vhich we are ftill children ; this interefts them,
from their tendereft infancy, in the public weal, .
and infpires them with an emulation which is fo-
mented with great care, and from which there is
nothing that might not be hoped for. '

The greateft defet in this government is, that
they have fcarce the fhadow of criminal juftice
among them 3 though, to fay truth, it is far from
being attended with the fame bad effeéts it would
certainly be amongft us: the great {pring of
our paffions, and the chief fource of thofe difor-
ders which are the moft pernicious to civil foci-
ety, to wit, private intereft, having {carce any
powcr over men who never think of hoarding, -
and give themfelves very little concern about to-

W
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We may allo juftly reproach them with 'the way
in which they bring up their children: they do
not fo much as know what it is to corre&t them.

Whilft they are little, they fay they have no reafon;

and it never enters iato the head of an Indian, to
think that the judgment is improved by punifth-
ment; when they are come to years of difcretion,
they pretend to be mafters of their own actions,

and therefore accountable to none. They carry

thefe maxims to fuch a heighr, as to fuffer them- -4

felves to be maltreated by intoxicated perfons, with-

out fo much as defending themfclves for fear of

hurting them.  Why fhould we do them any evil,
fiy they, when you talk to them of the |ridicu-

Joufnefs of this behaviour ; they know nat what
they do ?

\

: x &
In a word, thefe Indians are perfectly convinced,

that man is born free, and that no pgwer on earth
has a right to infringe his liberty, and that npthing
can compenfate the lofs of it: and it hag been
found a very difficult matter to undeceive even the
Chriftians among them, and to make them L)mder-
{tand how, by a natural confequence of the corrup-
tion of our nature, which is the effet of fin, an un-
bridled hberty of doing mifchief differs very little
from obliging them to commit it, becaufe of the
ftrength of the byafs which draws us to it and
that the law which reftrains us, caufes us to ap-
proach nearer to our eriginal ftate of liberty, %/hili’c
it appears to take it from us. Happy for tli:em,
experiance has not made them feel in many things
all the power of thi- tendency which produces fo
many crimes elfewhere. Their underftandings be-
ing narrower than ours, their defires are ftill more
fo: reduced to defire what is neceffary only,
for which proviicace has fufficiently providcd,ﬁhey

ave
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have fcarce fo much as the notion of fuperflui-
ties.

After all this, toleration and impunity is a very
great diforder ; as is alfo that want of fubordina-
tion in public as well as domeftic life, in which
every one does what feems good in his own eyes;
where father, mother, and children often live, like fo
many perfons who have met by chance, and linked
together by no fort of tye; where young perfons
manage the affairs of the family, without confulting
their parents about them any more than if they
were mere ftrangers; where the children are
brought up in abfolute independance, and where
they are early accuftomed to liften neither to the

voice of nature, nor to the moft indifpenfible
duties of fociety.

If in thofe nations who are governed with more
wifdom, and who dre reftrained by the bridle of a
holy religion, we notwithftanding fometimes fee
fuch montters as dithonour humanity, they at leaft
excite the horror of others, and expofe themfelves

- to the lath of the law; but what is in this cafe

the crime of an individual, becomes the crime of
the nation, when it is fuffered to go unpunifhed, . -
as parricide idfelf is amongft the Indians; and
were it ftill more rare than it is, this impunity,
however, is fuch a ftain as nothing can efface, and
which favours entirely of the barbarian. There
are, however, in all this fome exceptions, of which
I fhall prefently fpeak ; but, generally fpeaking,
the genius and chara&er of our Indians is fuch as
1-have been defcribing it.

_ They are not only perfuaded, that a perfon who
1snot in poffeffion of his reafon is not refponfible

for
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for his a&tions, at leaft, that he deferves no punith-

ment ; but they imagine likewife that it is beneath

the dignity of a man to defend himfelf againft a
woman or a child: provided, however, as I
fhould be apt to imagine, that there is no danger
of life being loft, or any rifque of being maimed ;
in which cafe, their way is, if poffible, to fave
themfelves by flight. But, fhould an Indian kill
another in his cabin, being drunk, which they of-
ten pretend to be when they harbour any fuch de-
figns, they content themfelves with bewailing the
dead : It was a great misfortune, fay they, but
as for the murderer he knew not what he did.

If the thing was done in cold blcod, they fup-
pofe without dnfﬁculty that the perfon who com-
mitted it, muft have had very good reafons before
he proceeded to this extremity. If it is clear he
had none, it belongs to thofe of his own cabin,
as being the only perfons concerned, to punith
him ; thefe have power to punith him with death,
but this they rarely do, and even then without any
form of juftice, fo that his death does not fo much
look like a legal punifhment as the revenge of fome
individual; and fometimes a chief is glad of this
opportunity to get rid of a bad fubject. In a
word, crimes are punifthed in fuch a manner as

neither to fat'sfy juftice nor eftablith the public
tranquillity and fecurity.

A murder, in which feveral cabins thould be af-
fected, would notwithftanding always have trouble-
fome confequences, and would often be fufficient
to fet a whole town, and even a whole nation in
a combuftion: for which reafon, in fuch acci-
dents the council of the elders leave nothing un-
cone in arder to accomniodate matters timeoufly

and

ar

ft.
ni
en
ar:
ca
th’
fic

liv.
Inc

con.
fum
frot
fion
pub.
whic
the -

all t
whe
mea
tive

feffic
caufs
ten.



( 33 )

and in cafe of fuccefs it is commonly the publick
who makes the prefents, and takes all the neceffary
fteps with the offended family. The prompt pu-
nithment of the criminal would at once put an
end to the affair, and the relations of the deceafed
are at liberty to do their pleafure on him, if they
can get him in their hands ; but his own cabbin
think it inconfiftent with their honour to facri-
fice him, and often the village do not think pro-
per to compel them to it ,

I have read in a letter of Father Brebeuf, who
lived a long time among the Hurons, that thefe
Indians were wont. to punith murderers in this
manner. They extended the dead body on poles
fixed to the roof of a cabbin, and the murderer
was obliged to fit feveral days fucceffively directly
under it, and to receive all that fell from the car-
cafs, not only on himfelf but alfo on his provifions,
which were placed near him, except by means of fome
confiderable prefent made to the cabbin of the de-
fun, he obtained the privilege of faving his diet
from the poilution of this poifon; but the Mif-
fionary does not ‘tell us whether this was done by
publick authority, or was only by way of reprifal,
which thofe it concerned made ufe of after getting
the affaffin in their power.

Be this as it will, the way moft in ufe amongft
all the Indians to indemnify the relations of a man
who has been murdered, is to replace him by
means of a prifoner of war: in this cafe the cap-
tive is almoft always adopted, enters into pof-
feflion of all the rights of the deceafed, and foon
caufes the perfon whofe place he fills to be forgot~
ten. There are, however, certain odious crimes

Vor. II. D which
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which are punifhed with death on the fpot, at
leaft among fome nations ; fuch as wichcraft.

Whofoever is fufpected of this crime can never
be fafe any where ; they even caufe him undergo,
when they can lay hold on him, a kind of rack, in
order to oblige him to name his accomplices, af-
ter which he 1s condemned to the fame punithment
with the prifoners of war; but they firft afk the
confent of his family, which they dare not refufe.
Thofe who are leaft criminal are knocked in the
head, before they are burned: thofe who difho-
nour their families, are treated much in the fame

~manner, and it is generally their own family that

does juftice upon them,

Amongft the Hurons who are very much gi-
ven to thieving, and who perform it with a dexte-
rity which would do honour to our moft expert
pick -pockets, it was lawful, on difcovery of the
thief, not only to take from him what he had fto-
len, but alfo to carry off every thing in his cab-
bin, and to ftrip himfelf, his wife, and children
ftark naked without their daring to make the leaft
refiftance.  And further in order to fhun all
fuch conteftation which might arife on this head,
certain points were agreed upon from which they
never deviated. For example, every thing found,

‘were it but a moment after it was loft, belonged

to the finder, provided the former proprietor “had
not before reclaimed it ; but on difcovery of the
leaft difhonefty on the part of the former, they

- obliged him to make reftitution, which occafioned

fometimes diffentions, which were with difficulty
put an end to : the following is an inftance of this

A

fort fingular enough,
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A good old woman had for all her worldly
goods, but one collar of Wampum, worth about
ten crowns of our money, and which fhe carried
about with her every where in a little bag. One
day as fhe was at work in the fields, fhe chanced to
hang her bag on a tree ; another woman who per-
ceived it and had a great defire to filch her collar
from' her, thought the prefent a favourable occafion
for feizing it, without being liable to be accufed of
theft: fhe therefore kept her eye continually upon
it ; and, in about the fpace of an hour or two, the

. old woman having gone into the next field, fhe

flies to the tree, feizes the bag, and falls a crying
how lucky fhe had been to find fo valuable a
prize. The old woman turns immediately about
and fays the bag belonged to her, and that it was
the who had hung it on the tree, that fhe had nei-
ther loft it nor forgot it, and that fhe intended to
take it down, when her work fhould be over ; her
adverfary made anfwer, that we are not to judge
the intentions, and that having quitted the field

without taking down her bag, the was deemed in
law to have forgot it. '

After many conteftations between thefe two wo-
men, who never fpoke fo much zs one difobli-
ging word the whole time; the affair was brought
before an artiter who was the chief of the vil-

“lage: < according to the rigor,” fays he, ¢ the

¢ bag is the property of the finder; but the cir-
¢ cumftances of the thing are fuch, that if this
¢ woman would not be taxed with avarice, fhe
ought to reftore it to the claimant, and be
fatisfied with fome little prefent, which the o-
ther cannot in reafon refufe her.”” Both par-
ties acquiefced in this judgment; and it is pro-
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per to obferve that the fear of being accufed of

- avarice had full as much power on the minds of

‘ . the Indians, as the fear of punifbment could have
m ‘ had ; and that thefe people are generally govern-
‘ ed by the principles of honour more than by any

other motive whatever.

Grace a new proof of this. I faid a little above,
that in order to prevent the confequences of a mur-
der, the public takes upon itfelf the charge of
making the proper fubmiffions for the guilty, and
indemnifying the interefted. Would you believe
that this very circamftance has more power in pre-
venting thefe diforders than the moft fevere laws ?
nothing is, however, more true: for as thefe fa-

i
% ' What I am now going to add, will give your
"

e} tisfactions coft much to men whofe haughtinefs is
e / beyond all expreffion, the criminal is the more fen-
- fible of the mortification which he fees the publick

el fuffers on his account, than he could poffibly be
of his own; and their zeal for the honour of
4 their nation, is a much more powerful curb on
== thefe barbarians than the fear of death, or any o-
{f ther punithment whatfoever.
af

Befides, it is certain that impunity has not al-
ways prevailed amongft them to the degree it has
done lately ; and our firft miffionaries found fome
_Jﬁ, traces of the apcient feverity, with which they knew

o how " to reftrain crimes ftill remaining. Theft in

‘ particular Ras always been looked upon as a ftain

i which dithonqured a family ; and every individual

had a right to wath off the fcandal of it in the
» blood of the criminal. Father Brebeuf perceived

o:e day a young: Huron who was difpatching a

girl; he ran up to him in order to hinder him,

and
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- and afked him what it was that could provoke

him to this violence. ¢ Itis my fifter,” anfwer-
ed the Indian, * fhe js a thiefy and & am going
“ to expiate by her death, the dithonour the has
« brought upon me and all our family” My
letter is juft called for. I conclude wich affuring

you, that

I am, &ec.

D3 LETTER
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. LETTER XIX

Voyage from the Narrows o Michillimakinac. De/-
- feription of the country. Of the marriages of the
Indians. :

Michillimakinac, une 30, 1721.
Madam, ’

T was on _the 18th of this month I at length
I took  my leave for good and all of fort Pont-
chartrain at the Narrows, a little before funfet.
1 had fcarce advanced a league in my way before
a ftorm accompanied with a deluge of rain, obli-
ged me to make to land well foaked, where we
paffed the night ‘in a very uncomfortable manner.
,All T was able to get forward the next day was to
traverfe lake §z. Clair, which is abouc four leagues
Tong ; the country appeared to me very good on
~both fides. At half way you leave on your left
a river 120 feet'in breadth at its mouth ; this
has got the name of the river of the Hurons,
. -thefe Indians ‘having taken fantuary here during
the war-with the Iroquois. On the right and al-
moft oppofite is another river, the mouth of which
“+is twice as wide, and which is navigable for four-
fcore leagues without any rapid current, a rare
thing in the rivers of this country : they could not
tell me its name, :

D 4. ’ The
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The courfe from the fort at the Narrows to the
end o! this traverfe is eaft, north-eaft ; from thence
you turn to the north by way of the eaft, and fo
round dll you ccme to the fouth for four leagues,
‘at the erd of -which you find on your right a vil-
lage of the Miffifaguy Indians, feated on a fertile
‘ foil at the entry of three magnificent meadows, and
L in the moft charming fituation that can be ; from

i" thence to lake Huron I teckon twelve leagues,
i the country continuing always moft delightful.
P This is a noble channel as ftraight as a lineand @& al
— bordered with lofty forefts, interfperfed with ine @
o _ meadows with many iflands fcattered up and down @@ fa
in it, fome of which are confiderably large ; the @ fe
courfe thrcugh it is aiways north one quarter eaft, W fc
and in the entrance of lake Huron the courfe is @ in
due north tor twelve leagues more, ‘@ ha
§ in
C-ofling lake S¢. Claire, T had in my canoc 2 S 1t

.yourg !ndianr who wa: ftrong and vigorous, and
on the thiength of whofe arms I relied a good deal,
when I graiied v bis paffage on his afking it ;
he was however of very lictle fervice to me, to

o'c
make amenus he diverted me highly rill a ftorm @& pl
that came on juft over our heads begun to make - m
me Giafy.  This young man fell a drefling him- da
feif beiore he cmbarked, and at every th:ee ftrokes I-
of his o, t ok up his looking glafs to fee whe- bu
ther the wotion of his arms had difcompofed the fee
ce.onor.y of his drefs, or whether.the {fweat had fhc

- i ot coaaoged the dfpofition of the red and other roc

~'vurs with which he had daubed bhis face. _ wa

i dont know whether he expefled to arrive at cal

- village of the Miflifaguys before night, in or- ma

.1 to be prefent at fome feaft ; but we were not brc
avic to get fo far, The ftorm increafed as we were to

- ' almoft
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. almoft clofe to an ifland fituated at the end of the

lake, where we were obliged to ftop. Our young
Indian feemed not much mortified at the difap-
pointment, thefe people feldom taking any thing
of that fort much to heart; perhaps de had no

- other intention in drefling himfelf than the va-
“nity of being admired by us; but if this was his

defign, all his care was labour in vain, as I had
feen him in his own likenefs but two days before,

- when I thought he looked much better than with

all that ridiculous dawbing that had coft him fo
much trouble ; few of the women here paint their
faces, butall the men, and efpecially the young
fellows are mighty fond of this decking, there are
fome of them who will fpend half a day in dawb-
ing themfelves in this manner, only that they may
have the pleafure of ftrolling from door to door

_in order to bé admired, and return afterwards ex-

tremely well faiisfied with themfelves, though not
a word has been fpoke to them.

We entered lake Huron the 21ft about ten
o'clock in the forenoon, where we had foon the
pleafure of fithing for fturgeon. On the morrow
mn fpite of the thunder which rumbled the whole
day, but which was fatisfied with threatening us ;
I advanced near twenty-five leagues in the lake,
but the 23d a thick fog, which hindered us from
feeing four paces before our canoe, obliged us to
fhorten fail, becaufe we were failing on a Jedge of
rocks, which in many places has fcarce half a foot

“ water on it ; this rock extends a great way into the

lake and is ten leaguesin length ; our Canadians
call it the low countries. The day following we
made the bay of Saguinam, five or fix leagues
broad at the mouth and thirty deep; from thence
to Michillimakinac the profpett is extremely dif-

agreeable,
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xp-ceable, no more vines, ftraggling fhrubby
woods, and very little game. Ten leagues beyond
the bay of Saguinam you perceive two very large
rivers, a league ditant from each other, and four or
fivc leagues tarther a creek called, Ans eau Tonnerre,
or Thurder Creek, three leagues over at the mouth,
but of no great depth within land. Michillima-
kimac lies in 43 deg. and 30 min. north lat. and
the courfe which is thirty leagues long from the
mouth of the Narrows, coafting along the weft-
ern fhore of lake Huron is almoft due north. I
arrived the 28th in this poft which is much fallen
to decay, fince the time that Monfieur de la Motte
Cadillac, carried to the Narrows the beft part of
the Indians who were fettled here, and efpecially
the Hurons ; feveral of the Outawaies followed
them thither, others difperfed themfelves amongit
the beaver iflands, fo that what is left is only a
forry village, where there is notwithftanding ftiil
carriecd on a confiderable fur-trade, this being a
thoroughfare or rendezvous of a number of Indian
nations.

The fort is ftill kept up as well as the houfe of
the miffionaries, who at prefent are not diftreffed
with bufinefs, having never found the Outawaies
much difpofed to receive their inftrutions, but
the court judges their prefence neceffary in a place
where we are often obliged to treat with our allies,
in order to exercife their functions on the French,
who repair hither in great numbers. 1 have been
affured that fince the fettlemen: cf the Narrows,
and the difperfion of the Indians which has fol-
lowed upon it, feveral northern nations thit were
wont to bring thetr Furs to this place, have fince
found the way to Hudfon’s bay by the river Bour-

bon where they trade with the Engiih: but Mon-
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fieur de la Motte could not forefee this incon-
veniency as we were then in pofieflion of Hudfon’s
bay.

The fituation of Michillimakinac is moft ad-
vantageous for traffic.  This polt ftands between
three great lakes ; lake Michigan which is three
hundred leagues in circuit, without mentioning the
great bay which falls into it ; lake Huron which is
three hundred and fifty leagues in circumference,
and is in form of a triangle; and lake Superior,
which is five hundred leagues round ; all three are
navigable for the largeft fort of boats, and the
two firft are feparated only by a fmall ftraic,
which has alfo water fufficient for the fame veflels,
which may alfo without any obftacle fail all over
lake Erie as far as Niagara. It is true that there is
no communication between lake Huron and lake
Superior, but by a channel two and twenty leagues
long, and very much incommoded with rapid cur-
rents, which do not hinder canoes from going to
Michillimakinac, loaded with all the commodities
which lake Superior and its fhores afford.

This lake is two hundred leagues in length from

- eaft to weft, and in feveral places fourfcore leagues
- broad from north to fouth ; the whole fouth coaft

is fandy and pretty ftreight; it would be danger-
ous to be furprized by a north wind on it, and

- the north fhore is much more commodious for

navigation, it being entirely lined with rocks,
which form little harbours, where you may fheleer
yourfelf with the greateft e:fe; and nothing is
more neceffary to thofe who fail in canoes on this
lake, in which travellers have remarked a pheno-
menon which is fingular enough. -

‘When
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When a ftorm is about to rife you are adver-
tifed of it, fay they, two days before ; at firft you
perceive a gentle murmuring on the furface of the
water which lafts the whole day, without en-
creafing in any fenfible manner ; the day after the
lake is covered with pretty large waves, but with-
out breaking all that day, fo that you may Fro-
ceed without fear, and even make good way if the
wind is favourable; but on the third day wken
you are leaft thinking of it the lake becomes all
on fire ; the ocean in its greateft rage is not more
toft, in which cafe you muft take care to be near
fhelter to fave yourfelf; this you are always fure
to find on the north fhore, whereas on the fouth
you are obliged to fecure yourfelf the fecond day
at a confiderable diftance from the water fide.

The Indians out of gratitude for the plenty of
fith with which this lake fupplies them, and from

have made a fort of divinity of it, to which they
offer facrifices after their own manner. I am how-
ever of opinion, that it is not to the lake itfelf
but to the genius that prefides over it, that they
addrefs their vows. If we may credit thefe people
this lake proceeds from adivine original, and was
formed by Michabeu god of the waters, in order
to catch B‘eaM t%c channel by which it dif-
charges itfelf into lake Huron, is a rapid current
caufed by two great rocks ; our miflionaries who
have a very flourifhing church here have called it,
Le faxlt de Sainte Marze, or the Fall of St. Mary :
thefe rocks according to.the tradition of the Indi-
ans, are the remains of a caufeway made by the
god in order to dam up the waters of the rivers,

and thofe of the lake Alimipegon which fupply this
great lake. '
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.Large pieces of copper are found in fome pla-
ces on its banks and round fome of the iflands,
which are ftill the object of a fuperftitious worfhip
amongft the Indians; they look upon them with
veneration, as if they were the prefents of thofe
gods who dwell under the waters; th?’-» colle&
their fmalleft fragments which they caretully pre-
ferve without however making any ufe of them.
They fay that formerly a huge rock of this me-
tal was to be feen elevated to a confiderable height
above the furface of the water, and as it has now
difappeared they pretend that the gods have car-
ried it elfewhere ; but there is great reafon to be-
lieve that in procefs of time; the waves of the
lake have covered it entirely with fand and flime ;
and it is certain that in feveral places pretty large
quantities of this metal have been difcovered,
without even being obliged to dig very deep. Du-
ring the courfe of my firft voyage to this country,
I was acquainted with one of our order, who had
been formerly a goldfmith, and who, while he
was at the miffion of the Fall of St. Mary, ufed
to fearch for this metal, and made candlefticks,
croffes, and cenfers of it, for this copper is often to
be met with almoft intirely pure.

When Michabou, add the Indians, formed lake
Superior he dwelt at Michillimakinac the place of
his birth ; this name properly belongs to an ifland
almoft round and very high, fituated at the ex-
tremity of lake Huron, though cuftom has ex-
tended- it to all the country round about. This
ifland may be about three or four miles in cir-
cumference, and is feen at the diftance of twelve
leagues. There are two other iflands to the fouth ;
the moft diftant of which is five or fix leagues
long ; the other js very fmall and quite round

both
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both of them are well wooded and the foil excel-
lent, whereas that of Michillimakinac is only a
barren rock, being fcarce fo much as covered with
mofs or herbage; it is notwithftanding one of the
moft celebrated places in all Canada, and has been
a long time according to fome ancient traditions
among the Indians, the chief refidence of a nation
of the fame name, and wherecf they reckoned as
they fay to the number of thirty towns, which
were difperfed up and down in the neighbourhood
of the illand. It is pretended they were deftroyed
by the Iroquois, but it is not faid at what time nor
on what occafion ; what is certain is, that no vef-
tige of them now remains ; I have fomewhere read
that our ancient miffionarics have lately difcovered
fome relicks of them. The name of Michillima-
kinac fignifies a great quantity of turtles, but I
have never heard that more of them are found
here at this day than elfewhere.

The Michillimakinacs live entirely by fithing,
and there is perhaps no place in the world where
they are in greater plenty ; the meft common forts

of fith in the three lakes, and in the rivers which-
. difcharge themfeives into them, are the herring,

the carp, the gilt-fith, the pike, the fturgeon, the
aftikamegue or -white-fifh, and efpecially the trout.
There are three forts of thefe laft taken ; amongft
which is one of a monftrous fize, and in fo great
quantities, that an dndian with his fword will ftrike
to the number of fifty fometimes in the fpace of
three hours: but the moft famous of all is the

white-fith ; it is nearly of the fize and figure of a

mackrel, and whether frefh or falted nothing of a
fith-kind can exceed it. The Indians tell you that
it was Michabou who taught their anceftors to fifh,

_invented nets of which he took the idea from

3 Arachne’s

Arc

yO!’
liee!

- {chr

no
you
fam
leav
Mic
fow
hav
hav-
forr
tion
fam’

"tou:

ver

 the !

grea
next
deit

lake
whic
way.
in¢
that
ried
nort
tain
repr
ftanc
the
who



C 47 )
Arcahne’s, or the fpider’s web. Thofe people, as
your Grace very well fees, do their deity full as
little honour as he deferves, by fending him to
- fchool to fuch a contemptible infet.

The profpect you enjoy from this place gives
no very great idea of the fertility of the foil, tho®
you find excellent land at no great diftance. The
fame may be faid of the beaver iflands, which you
leave on your left foon after you have entered lake
Michigan. The Outaways who retired thither
fow maize on them, which good hufbandry they
have learned from the Hurons, with whom they
have long dwelt in thofe parts. The Amikouys had
formerly their abode in thefe iflands ; this na-
tion is now reduced to a very fmall number of
families, who have gone over to the ifland Mani-
toualin, to the north of lake Huron ; it is howe-
ver one of the noblett in all Canada according to
the Indians, who believe them defcended from the
great beaver whofe name they bear, and who is
- next to Michabou or the great hare, their principal
deity.

He it is, fay they likewife, who has formed
lake Nipiffing; and all the rapids or currents
which are found in the great river of the Outa-
ways, are the remains of the caufeway he had built
in order to compleat his defign. They aifo add
that he died in the fame place, and that he is bu-
ried under a mountain which you perceive on the
northern fhore of lake Nipiffing. This moun-
tain viewed from one certain fide, naturally enough *
reprefents the figure of a beaver, which circum-
ftance has no doubt occafioned all thefe tales; but
the Indians maintain that it was the great beaver
who gave this form to the mountain, after he had

made
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made choice of it for his burial-place, and they ne-
ver pafs by this place, withqut rendering him their
homage, by offering him the fmoke of their to-
bacco.

This, Madam, is what feemed worthy of ob-
fervation with refpet to this poft, ' fo celebrated in
the voyages and relations of Canada. 1 now re-
turn to the manners and cuftoms of the Indians,
and having already treated of what relates to their
wars, I thall entertain with what paffes at their
marriages.

A plurality of wives is allowed of, amongft fe-

_veral of the nations of the Algonquin language, and
it is common enough to marry all the fifters; this .
cuftom is founded on a perfuafion, that fifters muft

agree better together than ftrangers. In this cafe
all the women are upon an equal footing; but
amongft the true Algonquins there are two orders
of wives, thofe of the fecond order being the flaves
of the firft. Some nations' have wives in every
quarter where they have occafion to fojourn for a

while in hunting time ; and I have been affured, .

that this abufe has crept in fome time fince, a-
mongft the nations of the.Huron language, who
were always before fatisfied with one wife. But
there prevails in the Iroquois canton of Tfonnon-
thouan a much greater diforder ftill, namely a plu-
rality of hufbands.

With refpe&t to degrees of parentage in mar-
riage, the Hurons and Iroquois are very {crupulous;
the parties amongft them muft have no manner of
confanguinity, and even'adoption itfelf is included
in this law. But the hufband when the wife hap-
pens to dic firft is obliged to marry her fifter; or
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in default of her, fuch perfon as the family of the
deceafed fhall chule for him. The wife on her part
is under the fame obligation with refpect to the
brothers or relations of her hufband, provided he
dies without leaving any children by her, and that
fhe is ftill capable of having any. The reafons
they alledge for this, are the fame exprefled in the
25th chapter of Deuteronomy.  The hufband who
fhould refufe to marry the fifter or relation of his
departed wife, would thereby expofe himfelf to all
the outrages which the perfon he reje@s fhall think
fit to offer him ; \and which he is obliged to fuffer
without murmuring : when for want of fuch per-
fon a widow is permitted to provide herfelf in a
hufband elfewhere, ‘they are obliged to make her
prefents, as a teftimony rendered to her virtuous
behaviour; and .which fhe has a right to exa&,
provided fhe have really obferved a prudent de-
portment during the time -of her firft marriage.

Amongft all the Indian nations, there are certain
confiderable families; who can only contraét alli-
ances with each other, and chiefly amongft the Al-
gonquins. Generally fpeaking, the perpetuity of
marriages is facred in this country, and moft look
upon thofe agreements to live together as long as
 they fhall fee fi, and to feparate when they be-
come weary of each other, a; being contrary to
good order. A hufband who! fhould abandon his
wife without lawful caufe, m\q& lay his account
with many infults from her relations; and a wo- -
man who fhould leave her hufband without being

forced to it by his ill conduét, muft pafs her time
© ftill worfe.

Amongft the Miamis, a hufband has a right to
cut off the nofe of the wife who elopes from him :
Vor.IL E - bus
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but amongft the Iroquois and I—/I#rons they may
part by mutual confent ; this is~done without any
noife, and the parties thus feparated are at liberty
to enter into new engagements. Thefe Indians
cannot fo much as conceive how men fhould make
any difficulty about it : ¢¢ My wife and L, (faid one
¢ of them to a miffionary,- who endeavoured to

* bring him to a fenfe of the indecency of this - .

¢ fort of feparations,) cannot live in peace toge-
*¢ ther ; my ncighbour is exactly in the fame fitu-
¢ ation, we have agreed to exchange wives and
<< are ali four perfectly well fatisfied : now what
‘“ can be more reafonable than to render one ano-
¢« ther mutually happy when it can be fo eafily
¢¢ brought about, and without hurting any body -
This cuftom however as I have already remarked,
is looked upon as an abufe, and is of no great

~ antiquity, at leaft among the Iroquois.

What moft commonly deftroys the peace of fa-
malies amongft the Canadian nations is jealoufy,

> to which both fexes are equally fubjet. The Iro-

quois boaft of being free from this evil ; but thofe
who have been moft converfant among them affure
us, that they are jealous to an extravagant height.
When a2 woman has difcovered that her hufband
likes another, her rival muft take care to keep well
upon her guard, and the more fo as the unfaithful
hufband can neither defend her, nor fide with her
in any manner ; a man who fhould maltreat his
wife on this account would be difgraced for ever.

The parents are the only match-makers in this
country ; the parties cancerned never appear in it,
but abandon themf€lves blindly to the will of thofe
on whom they depend ; but behold the caprice of
thefe barbarians, who fuffer themfelves to be de-
2 ‘ pendant
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pendant on their parents in no cafe, except in the
very thing in which they ought leaft-of all to de-
pend on them : nothing however is concluded with- -
“out their confent, but this is only a mere piece of
formality. The-firft fteps are taken by the ma-
trons, but it is not common for the relations of the
young woman to make any advances; not but
that in cafe a girl fhould happen to remain too
long in the market, her family would a& un-
derhand in order to get her difpofed of, but in this
a great deal of caution is ufed. In fome places the
girls are in no hurry to get themfelves married, as
they are at full liberty to make trial of that ftate
beforehand, and as the ceremony of marriage
makes no change in their condition except to ren-
der it harder. '

They remark a great deal of modefty in the
behaviour of young people whilft the match is
making, though we are told the thing was quite
different in ancient times; but what is almoft in-
credible, and which is neverthelefs attefted by good
authors is, that in feveral places the new masried
couple live together for a whole year in perfe&
continence ; this is done fay they, to thew that
they married out of friendfhip and not to gratify
their paffions ; a young woman would even be
pointed at who fhould prove with child the firft
year of her marriage.

After what has been faid we ought to have lefs
difficulty in believing what is related of the man-
ner in which young people behave during the
courtthip in thofe places, in which they are per-
mitted to be alone. For though cuftom allows
them great familiarities, they neverthelefs pretend
that in the moft extreme danger to which modefty

: 2 . can
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can be expofed, and even under the veil of night,
there paffes nothing which trangrefles the rules of
the moft rigid decorum, and that not a word is
uttered which can offend the chafteft ear. I fatter
myfelf yqur Grace will not be offended, that | do
not enter ‘into the fame detail on this fubjeét with

_ other authors; and efpecially as all they have faid

contributes nothing to the credit of their ac-
counts. . o v

} find many different relations with regard to the
preliminaries and ceremonies of marriage amon
thefe nations ;. whether this proceeds from, the dif-
ferent cuftoms of different nations, or from the
want of care in thofe authors to inform themfelves
exatly in thofe points; befides the whole of it
feemed to me fo little worthy your curiofity, that
I.believed I ought not to take up your time with
it. It is the bridegroom who is to make the pre-
fents, in which, as indeed in every thing elfe, no-
thing can exceed the refpet and decorum he fhews
his intended fpoufe; in fome places the young
man goes and feats himfelf by the fide of thé girl
in her own cabbin, which if fhe fuffers without
ftirring from her place, fhe is held as confenting
and the marriage is concluded; but through alk
this difference and refpect he lets it plainly be feen,

_ that he is foon to be the mafter.

In effet amongft the prefents the receives, there
are fome which ought lefs to be underftood as tefti-
monies of friendfhip, than as fo many fymbols and
admonitions of the flavery, to which fhe is going
to be reduced; fuch are the collar or ftraps for
carrying burthens, the kettle and a faggot, which
are carried intc her cabbin ; this is done in order
to give her to underftand, that it is to be her of-

fice




A 53 )
fice to carry burdens, to drefs the victuals, and
to make theprovifion of wood.

Tt is even cuftomary in fome places for the bride
to-ftock the cabbin, in which fhe is to make her
abode after marriage, with wood fufficient to ferve -
the following winter ; and it may be remarked that in
all the circumftances I have been mentioning, there
is no manner of difference between the nations,
in which the women- have all the authority, and
thofe in which they have notling to do with
publick bufinefs ; even thofe very women who are
in fome fort miftreffes of the ftate, at leaft in out-
ward appearance, and who make the principal
body of the nation after amvmg at a certain age,
+ and when their children are in a condition to caufe .
them to be refpected are of no account before this,
and in_houfhold affairs are no more than thc ﬂaves
of their hufbands.

‘Generally fpeaking there is perhaps no na-
. tion in the world where the fex is more def-
pifed; to call an Indian a2 woman is the higheft
. affront that can be offered him. Notwithftanding
what is odd enough, children belong only to the
mother, and acknowledge no authority but hers ;
the father is always held as a ftranger with refpect
to them, in fuch manner however that if he is not
looked upon as the father, he is at leaft always
refpected as the mafter of the cabbin. I do not
know however if this is univerfal in evéry point,
among all the nations we know in Canada,
any more than what I have found in good me-
moirs, that the young wives, befides the right
‘which their hufbands have over them, with refpect
to the fervice of the cabbin, are alfo obliged to
provide for all the neceffities of their own parents,

E g3 - , which
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which probably is to be underftood of thofe, who
have no-body left to render them thefe fervices,
and who by reafon of their age or infirmities are
incapable of ferving themfelves. -

Be this as it will, the bridegroom has alfo his
own peculiar funétions ; befides hunting and fithing,
to which he is obliged during the whole courfe of
his life, he is firft of all to make a mattrefs for
his wife, build her a cabbin, or repair that in
which they are to live, and whilft he remains with
his father and mother-in-law,, he is obliged to
carry the produét of his hunting home to them.
Amongtt the Iroquois the woman never leaves her

- cabbin, fhe being deemed the miftrefs, or leaft the

heirefs of it; in other nations fhe goes at the ex-

piration of a year or two after her marriage, to
live with her mother-in-law.

The Indian women are generally delivered with-
out pain, and without any affiftance; there are
fome however who are a long time in labour and
fuffer feverely ; when this happens they acquaint
the young people of it,' who when the fick perfon
is leaft thinking of ir, come fhouting in a prodi-
gious manner to the door of her cabbin, when the
furprize occafions a fudden fright, which procures
her an immediate delivery ; the women always lie
in their own cabbins ; feveral of them are furprized
and bring forth at-work or on the road ; for others
as foon as they perceive themfelves near their time,
a.fmall hut is built without the village, where
they remain till forty days after they are brought
to bed; I think I remember however to have

heard it faid, that this is never done except at
their firft lying-in only. '

This
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This term being expired they put out all the
fires in the cabbin, to which fhe is to return; they
fhake all the cloaths in it, and at her return hght
a new fire; the fame formalities nearly are ob-
ferved with regard to the fex in general during
the time of their courfes ; and not only while thele
laft, but while a woman is with child, or giving
fuck, which they commonly do for three years
running, their hufbands never come near them ;
nothing would be more commendable than this
cuftom, provided both parties obferved the fidelity.
they ought all the while, but both fides often fail
in this refpect ; fuch is the corruption of the heart
of man, that the wifet regulations are often pro-.
ductive of the greateft diforders. It is even pre-
tended that the ufc of certain fimples, which have
the virtue of keeping back in women the natural
confequences of their infidelity, is familiar enough
in this country. e

Nothing can exceed the care which mothers take
of their children whi'ft in the cradle ; but from the
moment they have weaned them, they abandon
them entirely to themfelves; not out of hard
heartednefs or indifference, for they never lofe but
with their life the affection they have for them ;
but from a perfuafion that nature ought to be fuf-
fered to act upon them, and that fhe ought not to
be confined in any thing. The a& which termi-
nates their ftate of infancy is the impofition of the
name, which amongft the Indians i1s a matter of
great importance. '

This ceremony is performed at a feaft, at which
are prefent none but perfons of the fame fex with
the child that,isto be named ; during the repaft
the child rcmea%z on the knees of its father or

E 4 mother,
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mother, who are inceflantly recommending it to
the genii, and above all to him who is to be his
guardian, for each perfon has one but not from
the time of birth ; they never invent new names,
cach family preferves a certain number of them,
which they make ufe of by turns; they even
fometimes change them as they grow older, and
there are fome which cannot be ufed after a certain
age, but I do not believe this pradtice to be uni-
verfal ; and as it is the cultom amongft fome
nations on affluming a name, to put themfelves in
the place of the perfon who Jaft bore it, it fome-
times happens that a child is called grand-father by
a perfon, who might well enough be his own. -

They never call a man by his own name when
they fpeak to him in a familiar manner ; this would
be a piece of great unpolitenefs, they always name
him by the relation he bears to the perfon that
fpeaks to him; but when there is neither affinity
nor confanguinity betwcen them ; they call one a-
nother brother, uncle, nephew or coufin, accord-
ing to the age of either, or in proportion to the

efteem in which they hold the perfon to whom
i they addrefs themfelves.

Farther, it is not fo much with a view of per-

| petuating names that they renew them, as with a

i view to incite the perfon on whom they are be-
ftowed, either to imitate the great a&ions of the
perfons that bore them, or. to revenge them in
cafe they have been either killed or burned ; or
laftly to comfort their families: thus a woman
who has loft her hufband er her fon, and finds her
Herfelf thus void of 41l fupport makes al) the
hafte in her power, to give the name of the per-
fq"n fhe mourns for, to fome one who may ftand

| 3 her
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her in his ftead ; laftly, they likewife change their
names on feveral other occafions, which it would
take up too much time to mention minutely. In
order to do this there wants only a dream, or the
prefcription of fome phyfician, or fome other rea,
fon equally frivolous. But I have already faid
enough on this fubje@, and a meflenger waits be-
low for my commands for Quebec; I therefore
conclude in affuring your Grace, that

I ever am, &sc.

LETTER
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LETTER XX

Voyage to the Bay. Defeription of it, and of the
Courfe thither. Irrsption of the Spaniards into
the Country of the Miflouri Indians, and their De-
ﬁ.at. Dances of the Indians. '

Michillimakinac, Fuly 21, 1721.
Madam,

IN CE my laft letter, I have made a voyage

to the Bay, which is about four-fcore leagues
diftant from this poft. Itook the advantage for this
purpofe of going in company with Mon{. Montig-
ny, captain of a company of the troops which the
king maintains in Canada, Knight of St. Lewis,
and whofe name is famous in the annals of the co-
lony; but who is at leaft equally refpected for
his probity, and for his upright open deportment,
and for his valour and military exploits.

We embarked the 2d of July in the afternoon,
and for thirty leagues coafted along a neck of Jand
which feparates lake Michigan from lake Superior;
in fome places it is only a few leagues over,and it is
fcarce poffible to fee a ‘more difagreeable country ;
but it is terminated by a beautiful river called La

Maniftie
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Maniftie, abounding in fith and efpecially ftur-
geon. A little farther® inclining to the fouthwett,
you come to a large gulph, in the entry of which
are a number of iflands, and which is called the
gulph or bay of the Noguets. This is the name of an
Indian nation, not very numerous, originally come
from the coafts of lake Superior, and of which

there remain only a few {fcattered families, who
have no fixed refidence.

‘The bay of the Noquets is feparated from the
great bay only by the iflands of the Poutewatamies,
which as I have already remarked, were the anci-
ent refidenice -of thefe Indians ; moft of them are
extremely well wooded 5 but the only one tMt is
now inhabited is neither the largeft nor the beft,
and there remains a forty village, where, in fpite
of all our endeavours, we were obliged to pafs the
night, as it was impoffible to refift the prefling
inftances of the inhabitants. For there is not a
nation in all Canada more fincerely attached to

the French, than thefe Indians have been at all
times.

On the fixth,” we were ftopt almoft the whole
day, by contrary winds, but 1t growing calm in
the evening, we embarked a little after fun-fet, by
the favour of a moft beautiful moon-fhine, and con-
tinued our voyage for four and twenty hours toge-
ther, having made only a very fmall halt, whilft
we were faying mafs and at dinner. The fun was fo
burning hot, and the water of the bay fo warm, that
the gum of our canoe melted in feveral places. To
compleat our misfortune, the place where we went
afhore, was fo much infefted with what are called
here marigouins and bruleaus, a. fpecies of very
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clofe our eyes, though we had not flept for two
days; and as the weather was fine, -and the moon
thone bright, we fet out again at three o’clock in
the morning. ‘

After we had advanced five or fix leagues, we

found ourfelves a breaft of a little ifland, which
lies near the weftern fide of the bay, and which
concealed from our view, the mouth of a river, on
which ftands the village of the Malhomines Indi-
ans, called by our French Folles Avoines or Wild
Oat Indians, probably from their living chiefly on
this fort of grain. The whole nation confifts only
of this village, and that too not very numerous.
*Tis really great pity, they being the fineft and
handfomeft men in all Canada. They are even of
a larger ftature than the Poutewatamies. I have
been affured that they had the fame original and
nearly the fame languages with the Noquets, and
the Indians at the Falls. Buc they add that they
have likewife a language peculiar to themfelves,
which they never communicate. I have alfo been
told feveral ftories of them, as of a ferpent- which
vifits their village every year and is received with
much ceremony, which makes me believe them a
little addicted to witcheraft.

A little below the ifland the face of the country is

entirely changed, and from being very wild, as it is as
far asthis place, it becomes the moft delightful inthe
univerfe. ‘ It is even fomething more pleafing and
chearful than the Narrows ; but though it is every
where covered with the fineft trees, yet it is more
fandy, and therefore lefs fertile. The Otchagra
Indians, commonly called Stinkards, dwelt for-
merly on the fhore of the Bay, and in a moft
charming ficuation; they were attacked here by

the
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the Illinois, who killed a great number of them ;
the reft of them took fhelter on the river of the
Outagamies, which falls into the bottom of the
Bay.

Here they fettled on the banks of a kind of lake.
And I.do not know whether it is not from their
living on fith, with which the lake plentifully fup-
plies them, that they had the name of Stinkards
given them, there being nothing to be feen along
the whole fhore where their cabbins were built,
but ftinking fifh, with which the air was perfectly
infeCted. It appears at leaft that this is the original
of the name the other Indians had given them be-
fore us 3 and which has been communicated to the
Bay, from which they have never gone to any con-
fiderable diftance. Some time before they quitted
their ancient poft, ‘they had a mind to revenge
the check they had got from the lllinois ; but this
enterprize occafioned them a new difafter, from the
effects of which they have never recovered them-
felves. Six hundred of their beft warriors em-
barked, in order to go in queft of the enemy; but
as they were crofling Lake Michigan, they were
furprized by a furious tempeft, in which they all
perithed to a man. :

We have in the Bay, a fort ereted on the wef-
tern fhore of the river of the Outagamies, and half
a league from its mouth; before you agrive at i,
you leave on your right a village of the Sakies.
The Otchagras have lately fettled themfelves near
us, and have buile their cabbins quite round the
fort. The miffionary who is lodged pretty near
the commandant, is in hopes, that when he fhall
have learned their language, he may poffibly find-
more docility amongft them, than amongft the
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Sakies, with whom his labours have been fuffici-
ently unfuccefsful. Both of them appear to be a
" very good fort of people and efpecially the for-
“mer, whofe greateft defect is, that they feem to
be a little addicted to thieving. Their language is
very different from that of all the reft, which
makes me believe, that it holds no rcfcmblancc
with any of thofe of Canada. Thus, they have
always had more commerce or intercourfe with the
weftern nations, than with thofe thh which we are
acquainted.

The Sakies, though few in numbcr, are divided
into two fa&ions, one of which is in the intereft of
the Outagamies, and the other in that of the Pou-

tewatamies. ‘Thofe of them whao are fettled in this -
poft are moftly of the party of the latter, and con-
.- fequently are friends to us. They received the new
commandant with great demonftrationsof joy : the
- moment they were informed of his approach, they
drew up under arms on the fhore, and as foon as
he appeared, faluted him with a difcharge of their
mufkets, which they accompanied with great fhouts
of joy. Afterwards four of their chief men waded
into the river, till the water came up to their mid-
dle; advanced up to his canoe, and recéived him
on a large robe, compofed of feveral fkins of roe-
bucks well fowed together, whereof each of them
held a corner. In this manner they carried him to
his apartment, where they complimented him, and
faid a great many things extremely flattering, -

Next day, the chiefs of the two nations paid me

a vifit; and one of the Otchagras fhewed me a
Catalonian piftol, a pair of Spanith fhoes, and 1
do not know what drug, which appeared to me to
be a forr of ointment,  All this they had rccc}nvcd
rom -
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from onc of the Aionez, and the following is the
occafion, by means of which thefe things tell into
the hands of this perfon.

About two years ago, fome Spaniards, who had
come, as they fay, from New Mexico, with defign
to penetrate as far as the country of the Illinois, and
to drive the French out of it, whom they faw with
extreme regret approach fo near the Miffouri, de-
fcended this river and attacked two villages of the
OC&otatas, a people in alliance with the Aionez,
from whom it is pretended they draw their ori-
ginal.  As thefe Indians had no fire-arms, and be-
ing befides furprized, the Spaniards eafily fucceed-

ed in their enterprize, and made a great flaughter

of them. A third village of the fame nation, and
at no great.diftance from the two others, making
no doubt that the conquerors would pay them a vi-
fit, laid an ambufcade for them, into which the

Spaniards blindly ftumbled. Others fay, that the

Indians having learned that the Spaniards had al-

moft all of them got drunk, and were fleeping in

great fecurity, fell upon them in the night ; and itis

:ﬁenain they cut-the throats of almoft every one of
m. ‘

A I
There were two chaplains in this party, one of ®

whom was killed in the beginning of the affair, and
imfclfjamongft the Miffourites who
kepthim pyifoner, andfrom whom he made hisefcape
in a very dexterous manner. He happened to-have a
very fine horfe, and the Miffeurites delighting in
beholding him perform feats of horfemanthip, he
took the advantage of their curiofity, in order
to get out of their hands. One day as he was
fcampering about in their prefence, he withdrew

 infenfibly to a diftanée, " when clapping fpurs to his

horfe, he inftantly difappeared. As they made no
- : ' other
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other prifoner but him, it is not yet exacly known
neither from what part of New Mexico thefe Spani-
“ards came, nor with what defign: for what I firft

told you of the affair, was founded upon the reports

of the Indians only, who perhaps had a mind to
. make their court to us by giving it to be under-

ftood, that they had done us a very material piece

of fervice by this defeat.

All they brought me was the fpoils of the chap-
lain who had been killed, and they found likewife
a prayer-book, which I have not fcen: this was
probably his breviary. 1 bought the piftol : the
fhoes were good for nothing ; and the Indian would
by no means part with the ointment, having taken
it into his head, that ic was a fovereign remedy a-
gainft all forts of evils. I was curious to know
how he intended to make ufe of it; he anfwered
that it was fufficient to fwallow. a little of it, and
let the difeafe ‘be what it would the cure was im-
mediate ; he did not fay however that he had as yet
made trial of it, and I advifed him againtt it
The Indians begin here to be very ignorant, and
are very far from being fo fenfible or at leaft fo
communicative, as thofe who have more commerce
with us. ‘ ’

The day following, the Sakies came in a con-
fiderable body to the miffionary’s houfe, where I lod-
ged, and begged me to be prefent at a council they
were going; to hold. I confented, and when every
one had taken his place, the chief laid a collar
upon the ground before me, and the orator break-
ing filence, befought me, in the name of the whole

/~b6°dy, to engage the King to take them under his
protection, and to purify the air, which, faid they,
had been corrupted for fome time paft; which

Yor. IL F appeared




. ner from what they had hitherto done, andhence-
forth to remove all caufe of complaint againft them,

, - (66 ) -
appeared by the great number of fick they had in

their villages, and to defend them againft their ene-
mies. '

[

I anfwered, that the King was indeed very power-
ful, and perhaps mors fo than they thought ; but
that his power did not extend over the elements ;
and that when difeafes orany otherfuchaccidents laid
wafte his provinces, he addreffed himfelf, in order to
caufe them ceafe, to the Great Spirit who created the

heaven and the earth; and who alope is the fove-

reign Lord of nature: . that they fhould do the
fame, and: that they would find themfelves the bet-
ter for it ;- but that in order to merit being heard,
they muft begin with acknowledging him, and with

rendering him that worfhip and homage which he

has a right to expe¢t from all reafonable creatures:
and that they could not do any thing terter Jor
more:agreeable to the King, than to hearken to the
Father whom his Majefly had 'fent them, dnd to
his inftru&ions ; that he was a man beloved of
heaven; that the manner in which- he lived
amongft them, could not fail to have caufed them
conceive a great efteem for him; and that his cha-
rity towards the fick and all fuch as had any need
of his affiftance, ought to have convinced them of
that tender and fincere friendthip he bore them:
laftly, that I would by no means receive it, till
after they had promifed to behave themfelves with
regard to this miffionary, in a quite different man-

«with refpect to their indocility. .

« As to the prote&tion of the King which you
¢ demand, and the requeft you have made me to
¢ engage him to, undertake your defence againft

your
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s vented your withes, and has given fufficient or-
ders on that head to Ononthio *, who is of him-
felf difpofed to execute them with all the zeal
« and affection of a fathert. This is what you
<« need make no doubt of, if you pay a proper

[14

(13
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(13

¢ he has fent you. It is not poffible you fhould
¢ be ignorant, and you appear to me perfely

well fatisfied that amongft all the French Cap-
tains there are few equal to him in valour; and

13

€c

<« you now do.” This anfwer feemed to fati-fy
them, and they promifed much ‘more thn [ 'fear
they will ever perform. - Notwithftandig I took
their collar, which the miffionary flattered himfelf
would be productive of fome good effects,

On the afternoon of the following day the two
* nations entertained us, one after another, with the

dange of the Calumet, in-a great efplanade facing
the commandant’s apartment. There was fome
little difference in the manner in which they per-
formed this danee ; but this was very inconfiderable.
It only gave me to underftand, that thefe feafts
vary confiderably: thus' it is.impofiible to give a
defcription which may agree to alt.of them. The
Otchagras diverfified fomewhat more their enter-
tainment, and fhewed extraordinary agility, being
better made as well as more graceful performers
than the Sakies. -

-

* This is the name which the Indians give to the governar-
general, it fignifies great, mountain, and is derived from the Che-
. valier Montgnagny, who was the fecond governor of Canada.

+ They always call the governors and the commandants their

Fathers. . .
- ‘F 2 This

¢ your enemies ; that great prince has already pre-

regard to the good qualities of the commandant

¢t you will have caufe to love him till better than V
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Thisis properly a military feftival, in which the
warriors are the fole afors, and one would natural-

ly conclude it had been inflituted only to give them

an opportunity of vaunting of their famous exploits.
I'am not the author of this opinion, which does
not quadrate with the fentiments of thofe who main-
tain that the calumet derives its origin from
caduceus of Mercury, and that on its firft infti-
tution it was looked upon as a fymbol of peace.
All thofe whom I faw dantcing, finging, and beat-
ing the drum and chichikoué, were young perfons
equipt as when they prepare to take the field ; they
had their faces painted with all forts of colours,
their heads were adorned with feathers, fome of
which they held in their hands by way of fans : and
the calumet was alfo adorned with them and was

fet in the moft confpicuous place : the orcheftre

and the dancers were placed quite round, the fpec-
tators being placed up and down in fmall bodies, the
women apart from the men, all of them fitting

on the ground, and adorned with their fineft

robes; which at a diftance made a very pretty ap-

" pearance.

Between the orcheftre and the commandant who
fac at the door of his own apartment, they had
erected a poft, to which at the end of each dance,
a warrior came and gave a blow with his battle-

-ax ; on this fignal followed profound filence, when

this man proclaimed fome of his own valorous at-
chievements; and receiving afterwards the ap-
plaufe of the company, he returned to his place,
when the games begun again. This lafted four
hours two for each nation, and I confefs I was far
from being charmed with it, not only on account
of the monotony and unpleafantnefs of the mufick,
but alfo becaufe the whole of the dances confifted
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only of certain contorfions of the body, which in
appearance were expreflive of nothing, and had no-
thing diverting. : :

The feaft was made in honour of the new com-
mandant; they however paid him none of thofe
honours mentioned in fome relations. They were
neither feen to place him on a new mattrefs; nor to
make him any prefent, at leaft as far as I know,
nor did they place any fcathers on his head, nor
did I fee them prefent him the calumet; and there
were not any menentirely naked painted all over their
bodies, adorned with feathers and firings of wam-
pum, and holding a calumet in their hands. Per-
* haps thele two nauons have not any fucn cuftoms,
or it may be,: that. Monf. de Montigny had ex-

empted them trom this part of the ceremony. I -
oblerved only from time to time all the fpectators

raifing great cries by way of applauding the dan-
cers, efiecially during the dance of the Otchagras,
who in the opinion of the French bore away all the
honour of the day. '

I fhould probably have been more diverted by
feeing the dance of the Difcovery. This has more
attion than the former, and i1s much more ex-
preflive of the thing it is intended to reprefent.
This is an image drawn to the Iife of all that paffes
in a warlike expedition ; and as I have already ob-
ferved, that the Indians generally think only of
furprizing their enemies, it is no doubt for this
reafon, they have given this exercife the name
of the Difcovery. '

Be this as it will, one man always dances fingly
in it, advancing at firft flowly towards the middle

F 3 of
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ofthe place, where he remains for fome time moti-
onlefs, after which he reprefents in order the de-
parture of the warriors ; their march encampments,
theidifcovery of the enemy, the approach towards
them, the halt as it were in order to draw breaths,
when all of a fudden he falls into fuch a fury as if
he were going to kill all the world ; when recovered
from this trance, he feizes fome perfon in the af-
fembly as if he took him prifoner of war, feems to
kill another. levels at a third, and laftly falls a run-
ning ‘at full fpeed, when he ftops and recovers
himielf ; this reprefents a retreat which is at firft
precipitate, but afrerwards more at leifure. He
then expreffes by different cries, the different agita-
tions in, which he was during his laft campaign,
and concludes with relating all the fine exploits he
has performed in war.

‘When\\.“thc cdanceof the Calumet hds for its obje&,
as is generally the cafe, the conclufion of a peace,
or of fome treaty of alliance againft a common ene
my, thcy‘\ engrave a ferpent on the ftalk of the
pipes and \near it is placed a plate, on which are
reprefented two men of the two confederate nati-
ons tramp]ng upon an enemy, who is defigned by
the mark of his nation. Sometimes inftead of the
calumet the}'t\ make ufe of a battle-ax. But when
the fubje®t of the treaty is only a fimple alli-
ance, they reprefent two men holding each other
by one hand ‘and bearing in the other a calumet
of peace, and having each at his fide the mark
of his nation 1In all thefe treaties they give
mutual pledges, fuch as collars of porcelain or
wampum, ca‘:ulﬁus, flaves : fometimes the ‘hides
of dcer or elks well tawned, adorned with figures
made of the hair\of the porcupine; in which cafe,

« the above-mentioned circumftances are reprefented
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on thefc fkins, whether with' the hair of the porcu-
pine or fimple colours.

There are other dances which are more fimple,
or which feem to have no other view befides giving
the warriors opportunity of relating their own ex-
ploits. This 1s what the Indians covet above all
things, and in .duing of which they are never
wearied. He who gives the feaft, caufes invite the
whole village by beat of drum; and it is in his
cabbin they affemble, if it be capable of containing
all the guefts. The warriors dance here by turns,
afterwards they ftrike upon the poft, filence is pro-

claimed, when they fay any thing they have a mind, -
paufing from tinie to time in order to receive the .

congratulations of the fpetators who are not fparing
of incenfe. But if they perceive that any one boafts
without grounds, any one is at liberty to take earth
or afhes, and to fmear his head all over or to do
him any other affront they have a mind. The ge-
neral way isto black his face, accofting him in thefe
words, “ This I do to conceal your fhame; for
‘¢ the firft time you fee the face of an enemy, you
¢ will become as pale asathes.” Thus, it feems to
be a received’'maxim amongft all nations, that the
fureft mark of acoward is boafting. He who has
thus punifhed the recreant takes his place, and if
he has the misfortune to fall into the fame fault
the other is fure to pay him back in kind. The
greateft chiefs have no privilege above the common
in this refpe, and muft take all without murmu-

ring. This dance is always performed in the night-
time. :

* In the weftern parts they have another fort of
dance, which is called the Buffalo dang. The dan-
cers form feveral circles within each other, and the

F 4 mufick
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mufick which is always compofed of the drum and
the chichikoué, is in the middle of the place.
They take care never to feparate thofe of the fame
family ; they do not hold one another by the hand,
and ecach carries his arms and buckler., The
circles turn round different ways, and though there
is much capering in which they fpring to a great

“height, they are never out of time.

Some chief of a family prefents his buckler at
certain intervals : all of them ftrike upon it, and at
each ftroke he calls to remembrance fome of his fa-
mous exploits : he aftcrwards cuts a bit of tobacco
from a poft to which they tike care to tie a certain
quantity, which he gives to one of his friends, If

any one can prove he has performed

more famous

exploits than le, or that he has had any fhare in
thofc of which-he has been boafting, he has a right
to take away the tobacco of which he has juft made

a prefent, and to give it to another.

This dance 1s

-followed by a feaft; but I do not well know
whence it had the name it bears, if it does not
come fiom the bucklers on which they ftrike,
which are coverel with buffaloes hides.  There
are fome dunces which are prefcribed by their
quacks for the cure of fick perfons; but they are
generally very lafcivious. There are fome of them
calculated purely for amufement, and which have
no relation to any thing. Thefe #fe always in the
form ot a circle to the found of the drum and
chickikoué, and the women always apart from the
men.  Thefe latrer dance bearing their arms in
their hands, and though they have no hold of one

" another, they rever bieck the circle.

A< to what

I mentioncd ot their never lofing time, this ought
~to create nowdifficulty, ‘the mufick of the Indians
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confifting only of two or three noges, which are
cternally repeated.  On this account one is apt to
grow extremely weary at thofe feafts after the firft
ume, as they laft a grear while, and as you hear al-
ways the fame thing over again.

As the nations in the neighbourhood of the Bay,
if you except the Poutewatamies, are much more
ignorant than the others, they are likewife much’
more addicted to all forts. of fuperftition. Their
principal divinities are the fun and thunder, and
they fee.. much more perfuaded than the nations
whichi we frequent more, that every fpecies of ani-
mals has a genius that watches for the'r preferva-
tion. A French man having one day thrown away
a moufe he had jult taken, a little girl toek it up
toeat it; the father of the child who perceived.-if

fnacched it from her, and fell a careffing the dead
animal 3 and the French man afking him the rcar:]
fon of it: ¢ Itis”, anfwered he, *“in order ta?
*“ appeafe the genius of the mice, that they may -
* not torment my child after fhe has eaten it.”
After which he reftored the animal to the girl who
eat it.

They have above all things a prodigious vene-
ration for bears: when they happen to have
killed one, they make a feaft ‘which is accompa-
nied with very fingular ceremonies. - The head
of the bear, after being painted with all forts of co-
lours, is fec during thetepatt in a confpicuous {1ace,
where it receives the homage of all the guelts,
who celcbrate # fongs the praifes of the animal,
whiift they are tearing his body in pieces and re-
galing themfelves with it. Thefe Indians have
not only like all the reft a cuftom of preparing

themiclves
J
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themfelves for great huntings by fafting, which
the Outagamies carry as far as ten days run-
ning ; but alfo whilft the hunters are in the field,
they often oblige the children to faft, they ob-
ferve the dreams they have during their fafts,
and from them they draw good or evil omens,
with refpet to the fuccefs of the hunting. The
intention of thefe fafts, is to appeafe the tutelary
genii of the animals they are going to hunt; and
they pretend that they make known in dreams,
whether they are to oppofe or to be propitious to
the hunters.

The nation that has occafioned moft difcourfe in
thefe weftern parts, for the laft twenty years, is
that of the Outagamies. The natural ferocity of
thefe Indians foured by the repeated ill treatment
they have received and fometimes imprudently
enough ; and their alliance with the Iroquois, al-

ways difpofed to ftir up new enemies againft us,

have rendered them formidable. . They have fince
bccome ftill more clofely conneéted with the Sioux,

a numerous nation, and who have infenfibly be-

come warlike; which union renders almoft im-
practicable at prefent the navigation of the whole
upper Miflifippi. There is even very little fecu-
rity in failing on the river Illinvis, at leaft if
you are not provided againft a furprize to the
great hurt of the trade between the two co-
lonies.

I met at the Bay fome Sioux, to whom I put
many queftions with refpect to the countries lying
to the weft and north-weft of Canada; and though
1 well know we are not to take in a literal fenfe all
that the Indians tell us, yet by comparing what
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thefe told me with what 1 have heard feveral others
fay, Ihave good reafon to think, that there are in
this continent ecither Spanifh or fome other Euro-
pean colonies much more to the north, than what
we know of New-Mexico and of California, and that
after failing up the Miffouri as far as it is navi-
gable, you come to a great river which runs weft-
ward, and difcharges itfelf into the South-Sea. And
even indcpendent of this difcovery, which I believe
eafier this way than towards the north, I cannot
doubt on account of the proofs which T have re-
ceived from feveral hands, and which fuffici-
ently well agree, that by endeavouring to pe-
netrate to the fource of the Miffauri, we fhould
find fufficient to indemnify us for the expence

and fatigue which fuch an enterprize muft re-
quire.

I am, &c.
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"LETTER XXIL

Departure from Michillimakinac. Obfervations on
the Curtents in the Lakes. Charadler of the Ine
dians of Canada. Tbeir good and ill Qualities.

| - Lake Michigan, July31,1721.
" Malam, - o
Set out the day before yefterday, and am now

confined to a little namelefs ifland; a canoe
which is come from the river St. Jofeph where I

. am going, cannot ftir any more than we, although

the wind is favourable, but it being in our opinion
very fqually and the lake being extremely agitated,

I am thereby furnithed with an opportunity of

writing to you.

[ Though the wind was contrary on -the 2gth
when we embarked, we however advanced . full
cight leagues that day, which is a proof that we
were “helped along by the currents; I had before
obferved the fame thing on my firft entering the
bay, and was much furprized at"it. There is no
doubt that this bay, which is a Cu/ de Sac, dif-
charges itfelf into lake Michigan ; and lake Michi-
gagL\ which is alfo a C«/ de Sac, difcharges itfelf

into
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into lake Huron, and the more fo as both, I mean
lake Michigan and the bay, receive feveral rivers ;
lake Michigan efpecially, which reccives a vaft
namber of them, fome of which are no way in-
ferior to the Seine, but thefe great currents are
only perceived in the middle of the channel, and
produce on both fhores eddies or counter currents,
of which thofe who fail in fhore take advantage,

as all who fail in canoes of bark are obliged to
do.

I advanced at firft five leagues weftward in or-
der to make lake Michigan ; - afterwards I turned
towards the fouth, which is the only courfe we
had to fteer for a hundred leagues, as far as the
river St. Jofeph. Nothing can be finer than the

country which feparates lake Michigan from lake .

Huron. I yefterday advanced three leagues farther,
and a ftrong wind obliged us to ftop at this ifland ;
I fhall try to divert myfelf by continuing the ac-
count of the charatter of the natives of this vaft

country, of which I have already travelled over-a
confiderable part. ' '

The Indians of Canada are generally weil made
and of an advantageous ftature; there are fome
nations however, where it is no new thing to fee
perfons of a middling fize, but it is extremely fo
to meet with any who are decrepid, or who have
any external deformity; they are robuft and of a

be very long-lived did they take a little more care
of themfelves; but moft ‘part of them ruin their
conftitutions by forced marches, by exceflive faft-
ing and intemperance .in eating ; befides that.du-
ring their infancy they often go barefoot in water,
and even upon fnow and ice; the fpirituous li-,
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quors which the Europeans have fupplied them
with, and for which they entertain a paffion, or
rather a fury which exceeds all expreflion, and
which they never drink but on purpofe to get
drunk, have zlmoft ruined them, and have not a
little contributed to the depopulation of all the
Indian nations, who are at prefent reduced to lefs
than the twentieth part of what they were one
" hundred and fifty years ago. If this continues we
fhall certainly fce them entirely difappear.

Their bodies are not conftrained in the cradle like

ours, and nothing is more proper to render them
agile, and to give them that fupplenefs in all their

members, which we fo much admire in them,.

than this liberty, and the exercifes which they are
accuftomed from their earlieft infancy ; the mo-
thers fuckle them a great while, and we fometimes
fee children of fix or feven years of age which ftill
fuck their mothers ; this hinders not their giving
them all forts of nourifhment from the firft years:
~ lattly, the frce and open air to which they are con-

ftantly expofed ; the fatigues they are made to un-
dergo, but by gentle degrees and in a.manner pro-
portioned to their age ; their food which is fimple
and natural ; all thefe contribute to form bodies
capable of doing and fuffering incredible things,
but which are pufhed to an extravagance which I

have already faid, carries off not a few before the

age of maturity.. Some have been known, after
having their ftomachs ftretched four fingers with
eating, ftill to eat on with as voracious an appetite
as it they had only juft begun; when they find
themfelves overloaded they ftall to fmoaking, and
afterwards fall afleep, and at their waking find
their digeftion compleated ; fometimes they only

fet themlielves a vomiting, after which they return
to'the combat quite frefh, :

In
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In the fouthern countries they fcarce obferve any
mean with refpe& to the women, who are no lefs
prone to lafcivioufnefs ; from hence comes that
corruption of manners, which has infeGed the

northern_nations fome years fince ; the Iroquois in -
particular had the reputation of chaftity before

they hadyany commerce with the Illinois, and the

- other nations in the neighbourhood of Louifiana ;

they have gained nothing by the acquaintance ex-
cept becoming like them. It muft be confeflfed
that effeminacy and lubricity were carried to the
greateft’ excefs in thofe parts; men were feen to
wear the drefs of women without a blufth, and to
debafe themfelves fo as to perform thofe occu-
pations which are moft peculiar to the fex,- from
whence followed a corruption of morals paft all
expreflion ; it was pretended that this cuftom came
from I_know not what principle of religion ; but
this religion had like many others taken 1ts birth in
the depravation of the heart, or if the cuftom I
fpeak of had its beginning in the fpirit, it has ended
in the flefh ; thefe effeminate perfons never marry,
and abandon themfclves to the moft infamous
paffions, for which caufe they are held in the moft
fovereign contempt. - _

On the other hand the women th’ough‘ ﬁfoné

- and robuft are far from being fruitful ; befides the -

seafons I have already mentioned, to wit, the
time they allow for the fuckling of their children,
their cuftom of not cohabiting with their hufbands
all that time, and the exceffive labour they are
obliged to undergo in whatever fituation théy
are ; this ferility proceéds likewife from a cuftom
eftablithed in feveral places, by which young wo-
men are fuffered to proftitute themfelves before

marriage ; add to this the extreme mifery to which i
b : they
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they are often reduced, and which extinguithes in
them all defire of having children.

It is befides certain that they have great advan-
tages over us, and I hold for the firt of-all the ex-
treme perfe€tion of their fenfes over us both in-
ternal and external. In fpite of the fnow which
dazles them, and the fmouk with which they are
peftered for fix months of the year, their fight
continues in all its vigor ; they have the fenfe of

hearing extremely acute, and their fmelling is fo ex-

quilite, that they fmell fire at a great diftance ; for
this reafon it is that they cannot fuffer the fmell
of mufk, or any other ftrong fcent; and it is even
pretended that po fmell is agreeable to them, ex-
cept that of eatables.

" Their imagination is a fort of prodigy, it fuffices
them to have teen once in a place to have an exact
idea of it, which is ncver cffaced ; let a foreft be
‘ever fo vaft and untrodden théy will crofs it with-
out wandering out'of the way, if they have made

their obfervations right at fetting out. The inhabi-»"

tants of Acadia, and places in the neighbourhood
of the gulph of 'St. Laurence, have often failed
in their canoes of bark, to make a defcent in the
' country of Labrador, in queft of their enemies the
. Efkimaux ; they have gone thirty or forty leagues
.out’in the open fea without any compafs, and have
landed\precifely at the place intended. In the moft
cloudy weather they will follow the fun for feveral
days, without miftaking; the cxa&eft funtdial
would not inform us- better of the courfe of that
beautiful ftar, than they will do by the infpection

“of the heavens only ; thus lct us do what we will |

to |‘Fu_t them out of their way, it is very rare they
miftake their road. They arc born with this ta-
You. Il , G . ilenr,
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lent, fo that it is not the fruit of .their ool rvatiors
or of long cuftom. Children who have never been
~ out of their village, will travel equally well with
thofe who have teen all over the country.

The beauty of their imagination equals its vi-
vacity, which appears in all their difcourfe : they
are very quick at repartees, and their harangues

are full of fhining paflages, which would have

been applauded at RomeNand Athens. Their elo-
quence has a ftrength, nature, and pathos, which no
art can give, and which the Greeks admired in the
barbartans ; and though this is fupported by none
of the action of an orator, and though they never
raife their voice to any confiderable pitch, yet you
perceive that they are affe¢ted with what they fuy,
and they perfuade.

would be really furprizing if with fo fine an
igpagination, they had not alfo an excellent me-
mory. They are without all thofe he!ps which we
have invented to eafe our memory, or to fupply
the want of it; yet you cannot imagine what an
infinite number of different topicks, with an
immenfe detail of circumftances, and an amaz-
ing order, arc handled in their councils. On
fome occafions however they makeé ufe of little
fticks, to remind them of the different articles

they have to difcufs; and with eafc they forma

Xind of local memory, ard that fo fure and in-
fallible, that they will fpeak for four or five hours
together, and difplay twenty different prefents,
each of which requires an entire difcourfe, without
forgetting any thing, and even without hefitation.
Their narration is neat and precife; and though they
ufe a gredt many allegories and other figures, yet
.it is lively, and has all the beauties which their
language affords. _
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They have a clear 2nd folid judzment, and come
at once to the point, without the leaft ftop or de-
viation. They eafily conceive whatever is within
their reach, but it would require a long time and
much labour, to put them in a condition of fuag
ceeding in the arts, with which they have hitherto
difpenfed, and whereof they have not the fmalleft
notion ; and the more fo as they have a fovereign
contempt of whatever is not neceffary, that is to
{ay, for that which we hold in the greateft efti-
mation. It would alfo be no eafy matrer to render
them capable of conftraint, or to applying to things
purely fpiritual, or which they look upon as ufe-
lefs. As for thofe which they imagine of confe-
quence, they obferve the greateft care and delibe-
ration ; and in proportion as they dilcover phelgm
in confidering before they have taken their mea-
fure:, they teftify vivacity and ardour in the exe-
~ cution ; this is remarked in an efpecial manner in
the Hurons and Iroquois. They are not only quick
but alfo very ingenious, and fmart in their repar-
tees. An Outaway called Fobn le Blanc, who was
a bad chriftian and a great drunkard, on being
afked by the Count de Frontena¢, what he thought
the brandy he was fo ford of was made of, he

faid, of tongues and hearts ; for, added he, after I _

have drank of it I fear nothing, and I talk like
an angel.

Moft of them have really a noblenefs of foul
and a conftancy of mind, at which we rarely ar-
rive, with all the affiftance of philofophy and re-
ligion. Always mafters of themfelves in the moft
fudden reverfes of fortune, not the fmalleft alter-
ation is feen even in their countenances; a pri-
foner who knows what is to be the end of his cap-
tivity, or what is perhaps more furprizing, who is

Ga ftill
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ftilt uncertain of his fate, lcles not one quarter of
an heur of his reft; and even the firft and moft
fudden fhocks of paffion never furprize them. A
Huron captain was one day infulted and ftruck by
# young man, and the by-{tanders going to punifh
this infolence on'the fpot ; Let him alone, replied
the ‘captain, did you not perceive the earth to

quake, by that he his fufficiently warned of his
folly.

Their conftancy in torments is beyond all ex-
preflion. A young woman fhall be a whole day in
labour without a fhriek ; fhould fhe difcover the
leaft weaknefs fhe would be held unworthy the
name of mother, as being only capable of bring-
ing forth cowards. Nothing is more commen than -
to fee perfons of every age and fex fuffer for feve-
ral hours, and even fometimes for feveral days to-
gether, all the torments which fire, or the moft
infatiable fury can infli&t or invent, in order to
render them the more exquifite, without fo much
as a groan; they are even moft commonly em-
ployed during tteir torture in provoking their ex-
ecutioners by the moft gauling repro.achcs

An Outwamle, whom thc Ilhno:s were burmno
with the utmoft barbarity, having perceived a
Frenchman amongft the fpeﬂators, begged him
to have the goednefs to affift his enermes in tor-
menting him ; and upon the other’s afking him
the .reafon of this requeft, ‘It is, anfwered he,
¢ becaufe I fhould then have the confolation of
AL\ dymfr by the hands of a man.”” - *“ My greateft .
¢ rcoret, added he, is that I bave never killed a
‘“ man.” But, returned an Hlinois, you have killed
uch und fuch pcrfons ¢ As for the IHinois, re-

: ‘ ¢¢ plied
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« plied the patient, T have killed a fufficient num-

<« ber of them, but 1 do not reckon thefe 1o be |
“t‘men [Y)

‘What I have remarked elfewhere in order to \'\
diminifh the furprize which fuch an infenfibility
might occafion, hinders us not from acknow-
. ledging an- extraordinary courage in them. But
| however, in order to elevate the foul to fuch a de-
gree, beyond all fenfe of feeling, requires an
effort of which vulgar fouls are utterly incapable 5
this the Indians exercife themfelves in during their
whole lives, and accuftom their children to it
from their tendereft infancy. Little boys and girls
have been feen to tie themfelves together by an
arm, and to put between a red coal to fee who -
thould fhrink fict. Laftly, we muft alfo agree, -
‘that according to the remark of Cicero, the ha-
bit of labour renders torments the more fuppor-
table. 'Now there is not perhaps in the whole
world a péople; who endure more fatigue than the
Indians, both in their huntings and voyages. la :
aword, what proves this infenfibility in thefe bar-,
barians, to be the effe® of true courageis, that . ~
all-of them are not equally pofiefled of it. '

It is no wonder that with fuch a firmnefs of =
mind, and with fentiments fo elevated, the Indians _ -
thould be intrepid in the midft of danger, and of
a courage which nothing can fhake ; it is never-
thelefs true, that in their wars they expofe them-
felves as little as poffible, only becaufe they -place
their glory in never buying vi&tory toe dear, and
that as their nations are thin of people, they have
adopted this maxim to weaken themfelves as little
. as poffible ; But when they are under a neceffity of

fighting, they behave like lions, and the fight of -

3 their
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their blood ferves only to infpire them with new
ftrenggh and courage. They have been feveral times
in a¢tion in company. with our bravoes, who have
feen thém perform exploits almoft incredible.

A miffionary being accompanied by fome Abe-
naquis in an expedition againft New England, and
perceiving that they were purfued by a great body
of Englifh in their retreat, did all he could to
caufe them to make more hafte, but to no pur-
pofe ; all the anfwer he received was, that they did
not fear fuch people as thefe. The Englifh at

‘length appeared, and were at leaft twenty to one.

The Indians, without being at all intimidated, firft
placed the father in fafety, and - afterwards went

to wait for the enemy in a field, in which there

was only the trunks of fome trees. The .combat
lafted almoft the ‘whole day ; the Abenaquis loft
not a man, and put the Englith to flight, after
having covered the field with dead bodies. I had
this fa&t from father Vincent Bigot, "who was the
_miffionary in queftion. '

But what is infinitely furprizing in men, whofe
whole exterior difcovers nothing but the barbarian,
is to fee them treat one another with a gentlenefs
and a refpect unknown to the common people in

the moft polite nations. This no doubt proceeds

_from this, that meum and tuum, thefe cold words,
as. St. Chryfoftom calls them, but which whilft
they extinguifh in our hearts the fire of charity,
kindle up in them that of covetoufnefs, are not as
yet known amongft thefe Indians. We are no lefs
charmed .with that natural and unaffeted gravity,

which feigns in all their ations, and even in moft

-of their-diverfions, as well as with that franknefs,
and that deference they difcover - towards their
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equals, and the refpect fhewn by young people to
old age; and laftly, that we never {ee them in their
quarrels make ufe of any indecent expreffions, and
thofe oaths fo common amongft us; all of them
proofs of their good fenfe and moderation.

I have told your Grace that it is 2 maxim a-
dopted amongft them, and of which they are
jealous above all things, that one man owes no-
thing to another : but from this evil principle they
derive a very good confequence, to wit, that we
muft never injure a perfon who has not offended
us.  There wants only to compleat their happinefs
to-do between nation and nation, s they-almoft <
always do between man and man; and never to -~
attack a people who have given them no grounds
of complaint, and not to pufh their thirft of ven-
geance fo very far.. , :

We muft however -agree that what we moft ad-

" 'mire-in_the Indians is not always to be attributed

to pure virtue; that their natural difpofition and
their vanity, have a great fhare in it, and that ,
_ their brighteft qualities are obfcured by great vi-
ces. Thefe very men who appear to us fo very con-
temptible at firft fight, hold all the reft of mankind

. in the greate® contempts; and have the higheft -

" .notion of themfelves. - The proudeft of alt ‘were
the Hurons, till fuccefs puffed up the Iroquois and
infpired them- with a haughtinefg, which nothing &
has hitherto been able to tame, together with a
brutal ferocity which always conftituted their chief

characteriftick, - T

On the other hand thefe people, fo hai;ghg:y-é‘nd
{o jealous of their liberty, are beyond imagination
- Goa - flaves

-
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flaves to human refpect : they are alfo accufed of
being light and inconftant; but this is rather
owing to the fpirit of independance than to their

natural ‘chara@er, as 1 have “already remarked of |

the Canidians. They are eafily offended, -jealous
and fufpicious, efpecially of us Frenchmen ; trea-
cherous when it is for their intereft; great dif-
~ femblers, and exceeding vinditive ; no length of
time extinguithes in them the thirft of vengeance ;
this is the deareft inheritance they leave to their
children, and is tranfmitted from generation to
generation, till an occafion is found te put it in

~__eXecution,

With 'i-efpe& to the qualities of the heart, the

Indians do not value themfelves, much upon them,

or, to fpeak more properly, have no virtues in
them : they feem even incapable of confidering:

* “them in this light;.friend(hip, compaflion, gra- .
titude, attachment, are all known to them in fome -

degree, but proceed not from the heart, and are in

_ them lefs the effet of a good natural difpofition,

than of refle¢tion. Their care of orphans, wi-
dows and infirm perfons, the hofpitality which
they exercie in fo adgiyable a manner, are in
them no more than a confequence of a per-
fuafion, that all ought to be in common a-:
mongft men. Fathers and mothers have an af--
fetion for their children which extends even to

weaknefs, but which never induces them to repder

them virtuous, and which appears purély ‘animal.
Children on their fide fhew no return of natural
love for their parents, and even fometimes- treat
them with indignity, efpecially their fathers. I
have been told examples of i which ftrike us with
horror, and which { cannot relate : that which.

A
< . l‘x(l

follows wis publickly known. .-
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An Iroquois who had fetved a long time in our
troops againft his own natien, and even in quality
of an officer, met his father in an engagement, and
was going to run him through, when he difcover-
ed who he was. He ftopt, and accofted him in this
manner, ¢ You have once given me life, and I
¢ have this day returned the obligation; but
¢ have a care of meeting me another time, as I
< am now quit of that debt of nature which I - .
¢« owed you.” Nothing can be a ftronger proof
of the neceffity of education, and that nature a-_
lone is incapable of inftruéting us fufficiently in the
molt effential duties of life: and what, if Iam
not deceived, is a more evident demonftration of o
the fuperior fanctity of the chriftian religion is,
that it has produced in the heart of thefe barba-
rians, in-all thefe refpects, a change which is-per-
fedly wonderful. o

But if the Indians are incapable of - tafting the
fweets of friendfhip, they have at leaft diftovered
the advantage of it. -Every one has a friend nearly
the fame age with himfelf, to whom he attaches
himfelf by the moft indiffoluble bonds. Two
perfons thus ullited by one common intereft, are-
- capable of undertaking and hazarding every thing
in order to aid- and mutually-fuccour each other:
death itfelf, according to their belief, can only fepa-
rate them for a time:- they are well affured of
‘meeting again in the other world never to part,
where they are perfuaded they will have occafion
for the fame fervices from one another,

I have been told a ﬁory\tc‘m this-head, thatan In-
dian who was a Chriftian, but who did pot live ac-
cor 'ing to the maxims of the gofpel, and who being
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threatened with hell by a Jefuit, afked this mif-
fionary, whether he thought his friend who wags
Jately departed-ha e into that place of torment:
the father anfwered him, that he had good grounds
to think that the Lord had had mercy upon him:
Then I wont go neither, replied the Indian ; and
this motive brought him to do every thing that was
defired of him; that is to fay, that he would have
been full as willing to go to hell as to heaven had
he thought to find his companion there; but
God makes ufe of every thing for the falvation of
his elect. They add, that thefe friends when they
happen to be at a diftance from each other, reci-
procally invoke one another in all dangers; but
this, no doubt, ought to be underftood of their tute-
lary genii. Prefents are the ties of thefe affocia-
tions, which are ftrengthened by intereft. and their
mutual neceflities ; and- the affiftance they afford
may be certainly depended on in almoft every cafe.
Some pretend that thefe friendfhips open a door to
certain irregularities ; but I have good grounds - -
to think, that this is at leaft far from being ge-

neral.™

The colour of the Indians does not, as many
believe, conftitute a third fpecies of men between

the blacks and whites. They arg very tawny and

of a dirty and obfcure red, which is more fen-

~ fible in Florida, of which Louifiana makes a

part; but this is not natural to them. The fre-
quent fritions they ufe, is what gives them this
copper complexion, and it is really wonderful
that they are not &ill blacker, being continually

- expofed to the fmoke in winter, 'and to the great-

to all the intemperance of the air. ____-
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It is not fo eafly to give a reafon why, except the
hair of their head which -is univerfally jét black,
and their eye-lathes and eye-brows, which fome of
them even out, they have not a fingle hair
on their whole body. Almoft all the Americans
are in the fame fituation. What is ftill more fur-
prizing is, that their children are born with a long
thin hair all over their bodies, but which difap-
pears in eight days. We fce alfo fome ftraggling
hairs on the ¢hins of old men, as it happens
among( us to women of a certain age. Some at-
tribute this fingularity to the conftant cuftom the
Americans of both fexes have of fmoaking : what
others alledge feems to me more natural, which
is, that this proceeds from the quality of their
. blocd, which being purer by reafon of the fim-
“plicity of their food, produces fewer of thofe fu-
perfluities which our thicker-blood occafions in fo.
great an abundance; or that having fewer falts it

is lefs proper for this fort of productions. There
“is at leaft no room to doubt that it is owing to this
fimplicity of their diety ;that the Indians are fo
nimble of foot. »I have feen an iflander from the
neighbourhood of Japan, who-having never tafted
bread, affured me, that he could with eafe have
travelled on foot thirty leagues a day for a. con-
tinuance; but that after beginning to make ufe

of it, he could no longer perform it with the
fame eafe. - '

- What is certain is, that our Indians hold it as:a
fingular beauty to have no hair except. on- their
heads only ; and that if ahy happens fometimes to
" grow on theif chin they pluck it out immediately :
that' the Europeans ‘when they firft faw them,
appeared hideous to them' on account of their long

4 , beards
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beards which it was then the fafhion to wear,
that they did not like our white colour ; and that
_ the flefh of the French and Englith feemed of 3
difagreeable tafte to them, becaufe of its fultnefs,
Thus, Madam, the idea which was formerly en-
tertained in Europe of the Indians, who were
reprefented there like men all covered with hair,
.not only differs from the truth in every parti.
~ cular, but is alfo precifely the fame which they
at firft entertained of us, a3 thcy believed -that
. our bodies were as hairy all over as the chin and
- ~ breaft of fome perfons.

< -1 have the honour to be, &c.
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" Vayage to fbe River St. Jofeph. Obfervations with

__refpedt to t_E_wg Rivers which fall into Lake Mi- :
chigan o the eafiern Side. Of Father Marquette’s
river, and of the Crigin of this Name.—Of the
Games of tbe Indians: Some parlzcular: of the Cha-

< 7atler of tbefe Natmm R

e Rwer St. ?ofepb Augufp 16, 172:

Madam,
T was enght days yci’(crday ﬁnce I arnvcd at this
poft, where we have a miffion, and where there -
isa commandant with a fmall garrifon. The com-
mandant’s tioufe, which is but a very forry one, is -
called the fort, from its bemg furrounded with an

- indifferent pallifado, which is prétty near the cafe
~ in all the reﬁ/, ‘except the forts Chambly and Cataro-
- coliy, which are real fortreffes. There are -how-

‘ever.in “lmoft every one of them fome few can-

. ‘nons or pateraroes, which in cafe of neceffity are fuf-

ficient 10 hinder a furprize-and to keep the Indxans

\
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We have here two viilages of Indians, one of
the Miamis. and the other of the Poutewatamies,
both of them moftly Chriftians ; but as they have
been for-a long timg without any paftors, the mif.
fionary whe has lately been fent them, will have
-~ no fmall difficulty in bringing them back to the
- exercife of their religion. The river of St. Jofeph
~ “~gomes from the fouth-eaft, and difcharges itfelf in-
to the bottom of lake Michigan, “the eaftcrn fhore
of which is a hundred leagues in length, and which
, ~ you are obliged to fail along before you come to the -
T / entry of this river. You afterward- fail up twenty
~ leagues in it beforc you reach the fort, which na-
S vigation requires great precautions; becaufe when
7 the wind is large, that -is to’ fay wefterly, which
frequently ptevails here, -the waves extend the
whole length of the lake. There is™ alfo good
ground to believe, that the great number of rivers
which difcharge themfclves into the lake on the
. eaftern fide, contribute much by the fhock of their -
~ currents againft the waves to render this voyage -
dangerous :  what is certain is, that there are few
‘places in all Canada where there are more fhip-
wrecks. But I return to my journal where 1 left
“off. \ v

d
[p—

On the firft of Auguft, ‘aftcr having crofied un-
~_der fail a bay-which is thirty leagues indepth, I

left on my right les ifles de Caftor, or Beaver

iflands, which feem to me very well wooded; and fome

® leagues farther on the left, I perceived on a fandy
- eminence a kind of grove or thicket, which when
- you are abreaft of it, has the figure of an animal
lying-down: the French call this the Sleeping, and
the Indians the Couching Bear. | advanced twenty

- leagues this day ; and cncamped in a little iflard,
which lies in 44 deg. 30 min. north latitude, be-

) ) . ’/ ST in,_.,
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ing nearly under the fame paraliel with Montreal.
From the entry -of the lake Michigan as far as this
ifland, 'the coaft is very fandy ; but after you have

- got ever fo {mall a diftance up the country it appears

extremely beautiful;-at leaft if we may judge of it
by the magnificent forefts with which it is covered.
It is befides extremely well watered and we made

“not a fingle league without difcovering either fome

large rivulet or fine river; _and the more you ad-
vance to the fouth the larger the rivers, and they:
likewife come from a greater diftance, the peninfula

which feparates lake -Michigan from lake Huron,

growing broader in proportion as_you advance to- -
wards the fg\yﬁ. Moft part however of thefe ri-
vers are but’of an indifferent breadth, and have no
great depth at their mouth. There is one fingular cir-
cumftance attends them which is, that almoft im-
mediately after you have entered them, you meet

with lakes of two, three, or four leagues in circuit ;
which comes no doubt from the great quantity of

~fand which they carry down with them; thefe

fands being driven back by the waves of the lake,
which come almoft conftantly from the weft, gather -

- in heaps at the mouth of the rivers, the waters of

 which are ftopt by thefe dykes which they with dif- -

- ficulty get paft, and fo by degrees hollow out thefe

lakes or pools, which hinder the country from be-
g laid under water, on the. melting of the fnows.

On the 3d\( entered the river of ;’;tlm" Mér‘_'"
quette, in order to examine whetner what I had been

told of it was true. This is at firft entringit; no .
‘more than a brook ; but fifteen paces higher you- ./

enter a lake which is near two leagues in circuit,™

_ In order to make way for"its difcharge into lake

Michigan, one would imagine thata great Hum-
mock which youteave on the left as you entery had_ -
T e ~ been
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been dug through’; and on the right the coaft is
very low:for the fpace of a good mufker-thot, aft-
terwards’.all of a fudden it rifes to a very great
height. It had actually been reprefented to me as
fuch, and on that head, the following is the con-
frant tradition of all our travellers, and what anci-
ent miflionaries have told me. .

Father Jofeph Marqueste, a native of Laon in
Picardy, where his family ftill maintains a diftin-
guifhed rank, was one of the moft illuftrious mif-
fionaries of New-France. This perfon travelled
over almoft all the countries in it, and made feve-
ral important difcoveries, the laft of-whiehswas that
of the Miffifippi, which he entered with the Sieur
Joliet in 1673. Two years after this difcovery, an
account of which he has publithed, as he was go-
ing from Chicagou, which is at the bottom of
lake Michigan, to Michillimakinac, he entered
on the 18th day of May 1675 the river in quettion,
the mouth of which was then at the extremity of
the low ground, which as 1 have already taken
notice, you leave on the right hand as you enter. ,
Here he eretted his altar and fuid mafs. He went

- afterwards to a fmall diftance in order to render

thanks, and begged the two men that conduéted his

" canoe to leave him alone for half an hour. This |
~ time having paft they went to feex bim, and were

furprized to find him dead ; they caled to mind
however, that on enteri-g the river he had let drop
an expreflion that he fhould end his days at ths
place. o

However, as it was, too far to carry his body
from thence to Michiliimakinac, they buried him
near the bank of the river, which from that time
has retired by degrees, as out of refpect to his re-

: ' mains,
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mains, as far as thecape, the foot of which it now
wafhes, and where it has opened itfelf a new paf-
fage. The year following, one of the ‘perfons who
hadtpaid the laft offices to this fervant of God,

“returned -to the place where they had buried him,

took what remained of him, and carried it to Mi-
chillimakinac. I have not been able to™ learn, or
elfe T have forgot, the name this river formerly
bore : * but at this day the Indians always call it
the river.of the black robe, for thus the Indians
term the jefuits. They call the fecular clergy
White-bands as they do the recollets Grey-zowns.
The French call-this river Father Marquette’s ri-
ver, and never fail.to call upon him when they are
in any danger on lake Michigan. Several of them
have affirmed, that they believed themfelves in-

debted to his interceffion for having efcaped very
great dangers.

1 advanced three leagues farther that day, and

- and pitched my camp at the mouth of the river

St..Nicholas, on the banks, of -a fine lake,; longer -
but not quite fo broad as. the former. I found
hefe great numbers of red and white pines, the:

Jatter of which have the rougheft bark, but the

wood of them is the better of the two, and from it
iffies a gum of tolerable finenefs; the former
have a fmoother- bark - but the wood is heavier :
from thefe is drawn the tar of which is made the
beft fort of pitch. I hada pleafant enough voyage
as far as the river' St. Jofeph, which T entered
very late"on the 6th of very early on the 7th, for
it was about midmight when we arrived at this
place having taken two full hours reft on the .
banks of the lake of the B'ack River, whickr is
eight leagues diftant from it, and where there
grows much of the root called gingfeng.
- H .
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The river of St. Jofeph has more than an hun-
dred leagues of courfe, its fource being at no great
diftance from lake Erie; it is navigable for four-
fcore leagues, and on the 25th as I was failing up to-
wards the fore, I faw nothing but excellent lands co-
vered with trees of a prodigious height, under
which there grows in fome places very fine capil-
laire. I was two days in getting hither, but on
the evening of the firft day I'run a very great rifque
of putting an end to all my travels; I was taken
for a bear, and had very near been killed on this
footing by one of ty conductors - it happened in
this manner, -

After fupperand prayers were over, it being very

not, I went to take a walk along the banks of the -
river. A fpaniel which followed me wherever [

went, . happened to plunge into the water in queft

of fomething I had thrown into it without thinking;

my people who believed me retired to reft, and the
more {0 as it was very late and the night dark,
hearing the noife this creature made, took it into
Wwas a roebuck fwimming acrofs
them immediately fet out with
their mufkets loaded ; by good Iuck for me, one

Was a hair-brained fellow was

called back by the reft for fear he fhould caufe

them mifs their Prey, but his hair-brainednefs

might very eafily have caufed him not to mifs
me.

The other advancing flowly perceived me at
the diftance of twenty paces from him, and made
no doubt that it was a bear ftanding on its hind
legs, as thefe animals always do on their hearing
any noife. With this notion the huntfman cocks
his piece in which he had put three balls, and

. couching
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couching clofe to the ground, approached me as
foftly as ‘Poﬁiblc. He was juft going to fire, when
I likewife began to think I faw fomewhat, but
without being able to diftinguifh what it was., As
I could not doubt however that this muft be fome
of my people I afked him whether he took me for
abear ; he made no anfwer, and when [ came up
to him 1 found him quite fpeechlefs, and like a per-
fon feized with horror at the thoughts of what he

was going to do. His comrades afterwards told me
all that had happened.

The river St. Jofeph is fo commodious for the
commerce of all parts of Canada, that it is no won-
der it has always been much frequented by the In-
dians. Befides it waters an extreme fertile country,

" but this is not what thefe people efteem it moft for.

It is even great pity to give them good lands;
which they either make no ufe of at all, or foon
run out by fowingmaize on them. The Mafcou-
tins had not long fince a fettlement on this river,
but have returned back to their own country which

‘is faid to be ftill finer than this. The Poutewata-

mies have occupied fucceflively feveral pofts here
where they ftill are; their village is on the fame
fide with the fort, a little below it and on a very
fine fpot of ground : that of the Miamis is on the
other fide of the river. -

Thefe Indians, who have from the earlieft times
applied themfelves more than others to the ftudy
of medicine, make great account of the root ging-
feng, and are perfuaded that this plant has the
virtue of rendering women fruitful. I do not be-
lieve however that it is for this reafon they have
given it the name of Abefvatcbenza which fignifies-
a child; it owes this name at leaft amongft the

H 2 Iroquois
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. Troquois to the figure of its root. Your Grace
has no ‘doubt feen whit Father Saffitau who firft
brought it into France, has written of it under the
‘name Aureliana Cenadenfis : it is at leaft in thape
exaltly the fame with that. which comes from
China, and which the Chinefe bring from Corea and
Tartary. The name they give it, and which fig-
nifies the likenefs of man; the virtues attributed
to it, and which have been experienced in Canada
by fuch as have ufed it, and the conformity of
the climate * are a ftrong prefumption that
did we only believe it to come from China, it
would be as much efteemed as that which the Chi-
nefe fell us. And perhaps too it owes its little
credit amongft us, toits growingin a country which
belongs to us, and that it wants the advantage of
being inevery refpect a foreign commodity.

e

Sailingup the river St. Jofeph I remarked fome
trees which 1 had not feen any where elfe. The
moft fingular of thefe, and which I at firft took for
an afh by its leaves, grows to-an extreme thicknefs,
and bears a fort of bran very beautiful to the eye,
but which by being boiled become always harder
and harder, fo that it has been impoffible to make
any ufe of them. The fields round the fort are
covered with faffafras to fuch a degree, that the air

- 7 is perfumed with them. This is not a large tree as
in Carolina but a fmall fhrub creeping almoft on
the ground, and perhaps thefe are only the fhoots

- of the trees which have been cut down. in order
to clear the ground round the fort and Indian towns.
‘ - Here

* The black river is in 4 deg. 50 min. that is in the fame
latitude with the place whence the gingfeng of Corea is brought
for the ufe-of the emperor of Chima.” Some of it has been fent to
China, and -after being prepared by the Chinefe, has been by

-~ them fold as coming from Corea or Tartary. Befides, this pre-
| paration adds nothing to its value. - )
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Here are a great number of fimples which the
Indians are faid to ufe” at a ventd®, without any _
- other principle than a few flight experiments, which ¥
lead them fometimes into . confiderable miftakes:
_ for the fame remedies do not always act in the fame
‘manner on every conftitution, even when affected
with the fame diftcmper ; but thefe people are in-
capable of making fuch diftintions. ~ There is
- one thing which has always furprized me, and
that is the impenetrable fecrecy which they ob-
ferve with refpect to their fimples, or the lirtle cu-
riofity of the French to acquire the knowledge of”
them. If this be not the fault of thefe latter, no-
thing can, in my opinion, be a ftronger proof,
that the Indians do not behold us with pleafure in
their country : but.of this we have other proofs
and equally undoubted. It -may alfo be, thar they
entertain the fame opinion with regard to their
fimples, which we are-affured they hold with re-
fpet to their mines; which is that they would cer-
tainly die, were they to difcover any of them to
ftrangers. ‘

Theé Indians of thefe parts are naturally thieves,

" and look upon all they can catch as lawful prize. It
is however true, that if one difcovers early that he
has loft any thing, it is fufficient to advertife the
chief of it, and you are fure of recovering it; but
you muft give this chief more than the value of the
“thing, befides which, he always demands fomething
for him who has found it, who is probably the thief
himfelf. _1“was in the fame“cafe on the morrow
after my arrival, in which I had not theleaft favour
or indulgence thown me: thefe.barbarians will”
rather ‘maintain a war than relax ever fo little in_
this point, e o
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- Some days afterwards I paid a vifit to the chief
of the Miamis, who had been beforehand with-me ;
this is a tall handfome man' but very much disf-
gured, being without a' nofe 5 I was told that he
owed this misfortune to a debauch. As foon as
he underftood I was coming to vifit him, he went
and placed himfelf in the inner paft of his. cabbin
in a fort of alcove, where I found him feated crofs--
legged in the manner of the orientals. He faid
fcarce any thing to me, and feemed to affect a
haughty fort of gravity, which he fupported very
ill 5 this is the firft Indian chief I have ever feen
to obferve this ceremony ;3 but I was told that I
muft repay him in kind, if I would not be

~ defpifed by him.
.. On this day the Poutewatamies came to play at’
_ the game of ftraws, againft the Miamis ; the game
was played in the cabbin of the chiefaand in a
fort of fquare over againft it. Thefe ftraws are
fmall rufhes of the thicknefs of a ftalk of wheat
and two fingers in length. They take up a parcel
of thefe in their hand, which gene:ally confifts of
-4two hundred and one, and always of an unequal
J4humber.  After they have well ftirred them, and
‘making' a_thoufand contortions qf body and in-
-voking the genii, they divide them, with a kind
of awl or fharp bone into parcels of ten: each
takes one at a venture, and he to whom the parcel
with eleven in it falls gains a’ certain number of

paints according to the agreement: fixty or four
fcore make a party. :

There are other ways of playing this game, and
they would have explained thiem to me, but 1 could
underftand nothing of the matter, except that the
number nine gained the whole party. They alfo

: L told
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told me, that there was as much of art as chance in’
this game, and that the Indians are great cheats

at it, as well as at all others'; “that they are fo ea-

ger at it, as to fpend whole days and nights at it;

and that fometimes they do not give over playibg

till they have ftript themfelves naked and have no-
thing more to lofe. They have another kind of
game, which excites no ftrong defire of gain.
This is for pure diverfion only, but is almoft al-
ways attended with fatal confequences- with refpect

to their morals. At night fall feveral pofts are .
erefted, in a round form, in.the middle of fome
great cabbin ; in the midft of all are the inftru-
ments, on each poft is fixed a packet of down, of
which there muft be fome of every colour. The T
young people of both fexes promifcuoufly,dance
round the pofts, the girls having alfo fome down
of the colour which they love: from time to time
a young man goes out from the reft, and takes
from a poft feme down, of the colour which he
knows is agreeable to his miftrefs, places it upon
her head, dances round her, and by a certain fig-
nal gives her to underftand fome place of affigna-
tion. The dance ended, the feaft begins and lafts
the whole day long, in the evening all the com-
pany retire, when the girls manage matters with
fo much addrefs, that in fpite of the vigilance

of their mothers they reach the’ place of rendez-
vous. -

f
e
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- The Miamis have alfo two other games; the firft

.- of which is ¢alled the game of the crofs.. This
-§B  3splayed with a ball and crooked fticks, ending
“like a fort of racket. . Two pofts-are erected

which Terve as limits, and which are diftant from
each other in proportion to the number of the play-
ers. As for inftance, if there are fourfcore players,
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the diftance between the pofts is half a league.
The players are divided into two companies who
have each their own poft, and the bufinefs is to
tofs the ball to that of the oppofite party, without

fuffering it to fall to the ground or without touch- -

ing it with the hand ; for if-either happen the
party is loft; at leaft except he who is in the fault
can repair it, by driving the ball to the end with
one fingle ftroke, which is often impoffible. Thefe

~ Indians are fo dexterous at catching the ball with

* their croffees; that fometimes a party lafts feveral

days running. :

" THe fecond game is pretty much like this, but -
not fo dangerous. Two boundaries are marked
out as in the firft, and the players cccupy all the
fpace which is between the two. He who is to be-
gin toffes a ball up into the air, as nearly perpen.”
dicular as poffible, to the end he may catch it again
with the greater eafe, in order to throw it towards
the boundary. Al the reft ftand ready with their
hands lifted, and he -who catches the ball either ..

_performs the fame thing, or throws it to fome gne.

of his qWn company, whom he judges more alert
and dexterous than himfelf ; for in order to win the

o Earty the ball muft hever be fuffered to fall into the

ands of any of the adverfaries, before it reaches _

" the boundary. The women alfo play at this”

game, but this rarely happens; their companies
confift of four or five, and the firft who lets fall the
ball lofes the party. - = . o

' The Poutewatamies have here a chief and an ora-

“tor, who are perfons of worth. The firft who is
~called Piremon is upwards of fixty, very prudent

in his condu@, and capable of giving very good

~advice; the fecond whofe name is Wilamek: is

fomewhat
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fomewhat younger; this perfonis a Chriftian and
well inftru&ted, but makes no exercife of his reli-
gion. One day as I reproached him for it, he left
me abrubtly, went direily to the chapel, and faid
his prayers with fo audible a voice, that: we could
hear him at the miffionary’s. You can fearce any
where meet with a more fenfible man or a better.
fpeaker ; and befides he is of a very amiable cha-
raer and fincerely attached'to the French. Pire-
‘mon is no lefs fo, and I -heard both of them
fpeak in a council held at the commandant’s
where they faid a great many very fine things to
us. . :

Several Indians of the two nations fettled npon
this river, are juft arrived from the Englith colo-

__ -nies, whither they had been to fell their furs, and .
" from whence they have brought back in return a -

great quantity of fpirituous liquors. The diftribu-

_tion of it is made in the-ufual manner ; that is to

fay, a certain number.of perfons have dally deliver-
ed to each of them a quantity fufficient to-get
drunk with; fo that the whole has been drank up
in eight days _They began to drink i both-vil-.
lages, as foon as the fun was down, and every mghl:
the fields echoed- with the moft hideous howlings.
One would have thought that a-gang of devils had
broke loofe from hell, or that the two towns had
been cutting -one another’s throats. There “were
two men maimed, one of whom I met, who had

" broke his arm with a fall5 I told him he would
___certainly take'care to keep fober another time : he

_anfwered, that what had happened was nothing at
all ; and that he fhould very foonbe well again,
and would fall to drinking as foqn as he could

Your -
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Your Grace may from thence judge, what-a .
miflionary is capable of doing in midft of rhis
diforder, and how difagreeable it muft be to-a'good -
man,-who has in'a manner exiled himfelf, in order-
to gain fouls to God, to be obliged to become a -
witnefs of it, without_being able to remedy it.
Thefe barbarians themfelves well know, that drun-
kennefs is their ruin and deftruction ; but when one
* goes about Yo perfuade them, that they ought of
themfelyes to requeft that no more of this deftruc-
tive beverage fhould be fold them, they anfwgayou
cooly: ¢ Itis you who have accuftomed Us to -
*¢ jt, we are now no longer able to difpenfe with
.¢¢ the want of -it, and fhould you refue to give -
~ «c-us any,"we fhould certainly go to the Englifh
- ¢ forit. . This liquor kills and deftroys us we con-
¢ fefs, but it is to you we owe this mifchief which?
¢ is now paft remedy.” It is, however, Without |
juft grounds that they blame us alone ; for hadit
not been for the' Englith, T do believe it poffible to
have put an end “to this commerce in the ‘colony, -
~ or at leaft to have reduced it toitsjult limits; it
will perhaps very foon be neceffary-to_permit the
French to carry-on this' traffick, taking the proper’
" meafures to hinder the abufe of it; and the more,
as. the Englith fpirituous liquors are much-mere

T e '
. vV
m"lﬂ'} o "“‘v'” "‘\\5

P

‘mifchievous than ours. - -7

‘A diforder which attacks the morals never: goes -
alone ; it is always either the caufe or the effect of -
feveral othérs. The Indians before they fell into this -~
vice, if we except war which they have always car- -

" nothing to_trpuble their happinefs; drunkennefs -
_has rendered” them interefted, and has “deftroyed —
all the fweets, whether of domeftick and publick

-
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_ life. However, as they are only affe@ted with the

ta.

;> prefent objed, the evils which this paffion has oc- -
sod - -eafioned are not yet become habitual; thefe are
der. B © ftorms which foon blow over, angl whereof the
ca ~ goodsnature_and tranquillity of ‘mind they are
it. | endowed with; take away almoft the very remem-
in- " brance. T ‘
ne sl s o ) -
of - Temuftbe confefled that their way of life feems
Ic- ~at fitlt glance very rude, but befides that nothing
ou ‘is hard in_this> refpeét but by comparifon, and
o - ~ that habit is a fecond ‘naturz, the liberty they en-
ith S joy, compenfates fufficiently the lofs of thofe con-

've Q- veniencies of which they are deprived. Whatwe
ith 7~ fee every day in fome who are beggars by profef- - -
n- M fion, and in fome peafants, furnithes a fenfible

ch’’ - . proof, that happinefs may be found even in the

at __bofom of indigence. Now the Indians are ftill

it ~more really To; firft, becaufe they believe them-
to felves fo; “in the fecond place, as being in peaceable
8 * . pofleflion of the moft invaluable, gift of nature;
it _laftly, from their being utterly ignorant of, and
e ~ without fo ‘much as the defire of knowing thofe
T - falfe goods which we fo much admire, which’ we
e, ‘“purchafe at the expence of real ones, and which we
e o ,

B - 5 ~ .

o lile enjoy..

* Infa& a thing in which tl‘ié')?fare- more eftimable

L " and ought to be looked upon, as true philofophers
of- " isy that the fight of all our conveniencies, riches,
is- - and magnificence affetts them fo little, and that
~ ~J * they have found out the ‘art of eafily difpenfing
i _with them: Some Iroquois who went to Paris
5 " in 1666, and who after being fhewn all the royal

~~ houfes, and all.the fine things of that.great city,
‘admired nothing in it ; and would have preferred
- their villages to the capital of the moft flourithing
o/ : ' kingdom




. ( 108 ) » _
kingdom in Europe, had they not feen the ftreet
De la Huchette,” where the cook’s thops, in whi h
they found-aconftant fupply of all forts.of eatable,
pleafed them highly. S

Nor can we in juftice fay,’ that what makes them
fo fond of their own way of living is their not be-
ing acquainted with the charms of ours. ‘A good
rumber.of Frenchmen have tried their way of life,
and were fo pleafed Nwith it, that. feveral of
them, though they could have/lived very~com-
fortably in the. colony, could“never be prevailed
upon to return to it ; on the contrary, there never
was fo much as a fingle Indian that could be
brought to relith our way of livi;\g‘_ Children
have been -taken even in their fwadling clothes,
and have been brought up with a great deal of
care; pothing has been omitted to hinder them

from the knowledge of what might pafs at home

with their parents: all thefe precautions have

been fruit'efs; the force of blood having ever got -

the better of education: the moment they have
‘found “themfelves at liberty, they have torn their
clothes to picces, and have gone acrofs the woods
in queft of their countrymen, whofe way of living
feemed preferable to ours. :

An Iroquois called I.a Plaque, and the fame
perfon, who by faving his father’s life at am en-
gagement, thought—himfelf freed from all obii-
gitions to him, lived among the French fdF fe-
veral years. He was even made a lieutenint in
our army, in order to Induce him to remain
with us, zs he was a very brave man. He could

_ - not however hold our, and returned to his own
natiort, carrying away with ‘him only our vices,
: ‘without

.
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without corrc&mg any of thofe he had htought
along with ‘him. He was finl of women to
ditra@ion. He was handfome, and his bravery
and his warlike feats, ‘made him much taken no-
tice of, -he had alfo a fprightly wit; and was of a
very engaging behaviour; he debauched many of
his countrywomen, and carried his irregularitiés to

" fuch a height, thatit was debated in the council of

his own canton, whether they fhould not difpatch - -

him. It was however carried by a plurality of

| _woiCes, that he fhould be fuffered to live ; becaufe

‘that being of diftinguithed valour, he weuld people
the country with excellent warriors. '

Thc care which the mothcrs Pke of thcnr chnl- :

dren, whilft they are fill in the cradle is beyond
all expreflion, and proves in a very fenfible man-
ner, that we often fpoil all, by the retlcéions
which we ‘add to the ditates of fimple nature.
They, never leave them, they ‘carry them every”

. where about with them; and even whéf they

are ready to fink under the burthen with which
they load themfelves, the cradle of the ‘child is
held for nothing : and one would even think, thac
this additional weight were an eafe to them and
rendered them more agile. -

Nothing can be neater thag thcfc cradles in

which the child lies as commodiou y.and foftly as ™

poflible. But the infant is onl ie falt from
the middle downwards: o that when the cradle

is upright, the little creatures have théir head -

and the half of the body hanging down; we

Europeans would imagine, that a child lefc 1n~,_ o

this condmon would become entirely decrepid ;

but
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but quite the contrary happens, this pofture ren.
dering the body fupple; and they are in fat of ,
port and ftature, “which the handfomeft among
us might look upon with envy. What can
we oppofe to fo general an experience ! But
what I am going to tell you is not fo eafily jufti-
fied. ‘

 There are nations in this continent called flat-
‘heads, and which have, in fat, their fore-head

wery flat, and the crown of their head fomewhat-

raifed. This conformation is not the work of na-
ture but of their mothers, who give it to their
children gradually from their birth. In order to
this, they apply upon the forchead and back part
of the head, two mafles of clay or of fome other
heavy matter, which they prefs together by de-
grees, till the cranium has taken the form they
have a mind to give it. It appears that this ope-
ration. caufes’the children to fuffer a great deal, as
there is a thick and a whitith matter which proceeds
from their noftrils: but neither this circumf{tance
nor the cries of the little innocents alarm the
mothers, who are above all things defirous of
procuring them this point of beauty which they

-conceive indifpenfably neceffary. Quite the con-

trary happens among certain Algonquins, whom

‘'we have thought fit to call Tetes de Boule, ot

Roundheads, and of whom I have already ta-
ken notice, they making their chief beauty to

. confift in having heads perfe&ly round, and the .
mothers likewife begin very early to give them

this form. * I was willing, Madam, to make ufc
of the leifire my ftay in this place affords me,

it
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en. it fhould be, in order to finith all I had to fay on

fa this fubject, but fome unexpe@ed difficulties "and

ong the fudden departure of a traveller, who is re-

can wrning to the colony, oblige me to interrupe

3ut this account which I fhall refume as foon as pof-

fti- fible. ‘
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LETTER XXIIL

Sequel of the Charatter of the Indians and of their
Manrer of living. - '

River St. Fofeph, Auguft 8, 1727¢
Madam, ‘ :
I Refume the fequel of my memoirs where I left

off. You may perhaps find fault with me for

my want of order, but one may at leaft pardon

in a relation what is admired in an—d@de; that -

which in a lyric poet is the effect of art, jis the ef-
fe& of neceflity in a traveller, who can only re-
late things in proportion as he is informed of them,
and who is obliged to write what is then paffing
. before his eyes for fear of forgetting it. The
children of the Indians after leaving off the ufe of
the cradle, are under no fort of confinement, and
as foon as they are able to crawl about on hands
and feet, are fuffered to go ftark naked where-
ever they have a mind, through woods, water,
mire and fnow ; which gives them ftrength and
agility, and fortifies them againft the injuries of
the air and weather ; but this condu&, as I have al-
ready remarked, occafions weakneffes in the ftomach
and breaft, which deftroy their conftitution very
carly. In the fummer time they run the moment
Vo, II. 1 ’ they
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they get up to the next river or lake, where they re-
main a great part of the day playing, in the fame
manner we fee fithes do in good weather, near the
furface of the water. Nothing is more proper
than this exercife to render the body active.

They take care likewifc to put the bow and arrow-

into their.hands betimes; and in order to excite in
them that emulation which is the beft miftrefs of
the arts, there is no neceffity of placing their break-
faft on the top of a tree, as was formerly dane ta
the Lacedemonian youth; they are all born with
fo ftrong a paffion for glory, as to have no need of
afpur; thus they thoot their arrows with wonder-
ful exa&nefs, and it fcarce cofts them any trouble
o arrive at a like dexterity in the ufe of our fire-
arms. They alfo caufe them wreftle together, and
fo keen are they in this exercife, that they would
often kill one another, were they not feparated in
time ; thofe who come off with the worft, are fo
mortified at it that they can never be at reft till
they have had their revenge. .. :

We may in general fay, that fathers and mothers
neglect nothing, in order to infpire their children
with certain principles of honour which they pre-
" ferve their whole Jives, but which are often ill
enough-applied; and in this confifts all the edu-
cation that js given them. They take care always
to communicate their inftruttions on this head,
in an indire&t manner. The moft common way is
by rehearfing to them the famous exploits of their
anceftors or ceuntrymen: the youth take fire at
thefe recitals, #nd figh for an opportunity of imi-
tating what they have thus been made to admire.
Sometimes in order to corret their faults they em-
ploy tears and catreaties, but never threats ; thefe

would
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would make no manner of impreflion on minds
which have imbibed this prejudice, that no one

whatever has a right to force them to -any
thing.

A mother on feeing her daughter behave ill
burfts into tears; and -upon ithe other’s afking
her the caufe of it, all the anfwer fhe makes is,
Thou difhonoureft me. It feldom happens that
* this fort of reproof fails of being efficacious. Not- - °
withftanding, fince theiv have had a more frequent
commerce with the French, fome of them begin to
chattife their children, but this happens only among
thofe that are Chriftians, or fuch as are fettled in
the colony. Generally the greateft punifhment
which the Indians make ufe of in chaftifing their
children, is by throwing a little water in their face;
the children are very fenfible of this, and in gene-
ral of every thing that looks like reproof, which

is owing to this, that pride is the ftrongeft paffion
at this age. _ '

Young girls have been known to ftrangle them.
felves for a flight reprimand from their mothers, or
for haviog a few drops of* water thrown in their
face, warning them of what was going to happen
in fuch words as thefe, You fball not bave a daugh-
ter long to ufe fo. The greateft evil in this fort of
education, is that what they exhort young people
to is not alway virtue, or that what comes nearly
to the fame thing, that the ideas they give them
of it are not juft. In fact, nothing is fo much in-
ftilled into them, whether by precept or example,
as an implacable defire of revenge.

"It would feem, Madam, that a childhood fo ill
intructed, thould be followed by a very diffolute

2 and
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and turbulent ftate of youth; but on one hand

~ the Indians are naturally quiet and betimes matfters
of themfelves, and are likewife more under the
guidance of reafon than other men; and on the
“other hand, their natural difpofition, efpecially in
the northern nations, does not incline them to de-
bauchery.  They however have fome ufages in
which no fort of regard is paid to modefty ; but
it appears that in this, fuperflition has a much
greater fhare than a depravation of heart.

i

The Hurons when we firft began to frequent
them were more lafcivious as well as more brutal )
in their pleafures.  For young people of both fexes -
abandoned themfelves, without either thame or re-
morfe, to all kinds of diffolutenefs, and it was
chiefly amongft thefe that it was thought no
crime in a girl to proftitute herfelf: their parents
were the firft to engage them in this vice, and
hufbands were feen to proftitute their wives for
vile intereft.  Several of them never married, but
took women to ferve thém to ufe 'their own ex-
preflion as companions, and the only difference
they reckoned between thefe concubines and their
lawful fpoufes, was in their being free from any
engagement with the former ; befides, their chil-

" dren were on the fame footing” with the others,
‘which occafioned no fort of inconvenience in a
country where there was nothing to inherit, - ~

The nations'in thefe parts are not diftinguifh-
‘ed by their habit: the men in ‘hot weather
have often no garment, except a fhirt: In win-
.ter they wear more or fewer cloaths, in propor-
tion to the climate. They wear on their feet a
fort of focks2 made of deer-fkin dried-in the

, : {fmoke 4
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fmake ; their hofe are alfo of fkins or picces of
ftuff wrapped round the leg. A wailtcoat of
{kins covers their bodies down to their middle,
over which they wear a covering when they can
getit; if not they wear a robe of bear-fkin or of
feveral fkins of beavers, otters, or other fuch like
furs, wich the hairy fide inwards. The woman’s
boddices reach down to a little abave the knee,
and when they travel they cover the head with
their coverings or robes. I have feen feverals who.
-wore little bonnets, made in the manner of leather
caps ; others of them wear a fort of cowl, which is
fewed to theirzvefts or boddices, and they have
alfo a piece of ftuff or fkin which ferves them for
a petticoat, and which covers them from the mid-
dle down to the mid-leg. ' '

They are all very fond of fhirts, which they ne-
ver wear under their vefts till they become dirty,
and never put them off, till they fall off with rot-
tennefs, they never giving themfelves the trouble
~ to wath them. Their tunicks or vefts of fkins,
are commonly dried in the fmoke like their focks,
that is, they are fuffered to be fully penetrated
with it, when they rub them till they are capable
of being wathed like linnen. They alfo drefs them
. by fteeping them in water, and afterwards rub
them between their hands till they become dry and
pliant. They are, however, much fonder of our
ftuffs and coverings, which they efteem#riuch more
commodious. . -

Several of them paint themfelves, asthe Pi&ts did
farmerly, over the whole-body : - others in fome
parts only.~ This is not confidered by them as
purely ornathental ; they find it, likewife as is faidy
of great ufe to them: it contributes much to de:

‘ 13 fend:
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fend them from the cold and wet, and faves them from
the perfecution of the gnats. It ishowever only in
the countries occupied by the Englith, and-¢fpecially
in Virginia, that the cuftom of painting themfelves
all over is very common. In New-lrance moft
are fatisfied with making a few figures of birds,
" ferpents, or other animals, and even foliage or the-
like, without any order or fymmetry, and often on
the face, and fometimes on the eye-lids, according
" to the caprice of the perfon.. Many of the women
- . too caufe themfelves to be painted over the jaw- -
~ bone, in order to prevent the tooth-ach:

This operation which.is done. by pricking the
parts, is not “painful in felf ; it is done in this
manner : they begin with gracing on the fkin af-
ter it is well ftretched, thefigure they have a mind
to paint on-it. ~They afterwards prick with the

_ bone of a fih or with'needles, all thefe traces even
till the blood” comes, afterwards they rub it over
with charcoal and other colours well* pulverized. -
Thefe powders infinuate themfelves under the fkin,
fo that the colours sre-never effaced. ~ But in fome
- time-after the fkin {wells,” when there arifes a tet-
‘ter accompanied with an inflammation ; this is
commenly followed by a fever, and if the weather *
- proves hot, or if the operation has been puthed -
~ too far, the life of the patient is endangered.

The colour: with® which they paint their faces,
~ and the greafe with which (h_ey‘rd?tlhe/whplé body, -
produce the fame advantages, and in the opinion,
of the Indians, contribute as much to the beauty
and comelinefs of the petfon as the pricking. ~ The.

warriors paint tbcmfcﬁccs when they take the field,

in order to terrify the enemy, and perhaps too; with .
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a view to hide their own fear, for we muft not be-
lieve them to be entirely exempt from it.  Young
perfons doiit, in order to conceal their youth, which
makﬁs them lefs eftcemed by the old foldiers,
~ar their palenefs after fome difeafe which they
would be afraid would be taken for the efféct of.
their want of courage. They do it likewife in or-
der to improve their good looks ; in: which cafe
the colours are more lively dnd in greater variety :
they alfo paint the prifonerawho are condemmed
“to die, for what reafon I know not ; this'is per-
haps done to adorn the vi&im who is abeut to: be
. facrificed to the god of war. .Lattly, they. paint’
dead perfons and expofe them covered with their
fineft robes, and this, no doubt, that they may
-~ conceal the dead palenefs which disfigures them.

The'coloufs;‘ made ufe of on thefe occafions are
the fame employed in dying their fkins, and are

~ drawn from céfraim carths- and front the barks of

trees. Thefe are not vety lively, bt are very dif-
- ficult to efface.  The men add to ‘thefe ornaments
. fome down of fwans or other birds, which they feat-
ter over their halr, which is befmeared with fat, by
way of powder. ~ To this they add feathers of all
colours; and tufts of hair of different animals, all
placed’ in a very grotefque manner. The difpofi-
- tion of their hair fometimes briftling on one fide
and lywng flat on the other, or dreffed in a thoufand

© odd-ways ; with pendants in their ears and fome- -

times in their noftrils, a large fhell’of porcelain
hanging from their neck or.on their breaft, crowns
of feathers, with the claws, talons or heads of birds.
of prey, fmall deer horns; all thefe are fo many
" effential - articles in their drefs. But whatever is of
an extraordinary valve, is always employed in a-

dormng their capnvcs when thefc wretches make
I'_ 4 o thc\r
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their firlk entry into the village of the conquero
It is to be remarked, that-the men take no care to
- adorn any part but the head. Quite the reverfe
happens with the women. They fcarce ufe any
- drefs on -their beads at all; only they are very
“jealous of their hair and weuld think themfelves
difhonoured forever, were it to be cut. *Thus,
« when ar the death of .their relations they cut off -
part of ‘the hair; they pretend to fhew by this a&
. 1the moft extreme grief they are <apable of. In
" order to preferve this<ornament” of the head .~
they rub it’often with fat, powder it with the bark
-of a certain tree, and {ometirges. with vermilion,
then wrap it in the fkin of an eel)or ferpent, by way -
of locks, which.are plaited‘in formi of a chain, and
which hang/down-to their middle. As to the
face, they content themfelves with drawing a few
-linés on- it with vermilion.or other colours;- -

. Their noftrils are never bored,-and it is only
--among fome nations that their ears ate fo. When
. this.is the cafe, -they infert in them, or hang to
them, as well as the men, beads of porcelain.
~ 'When they are in their fineft drefs they wear robes
* on which are painted all forts of figures, fmall col-
* lars of porcelain, without any great order or fym-
- metry, and a kind of border tolerably-well worked
- /with the hair of the porcupine, which they alfo paint
- with different colours. They adorn i’ the fame’
manner their children’s cradles, and over the ex-
tremity towards the head, they fix a femicircle
or two-of ‘ceddr, that they may cover the child
without incommoding its head. )

v Bcﬁdes, the care of houthold affairs and making
the neceflary provifion of wood, the women are like-
- wife alone charged with the culture of the fields;
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as foon as the fnows are melted and the water fuf-

ficiently drained off, they begin with preparing the
ground, which is done by ftirring it flightly with-a
crooked piece of wood, the handle of which is very

_ long, after having fet fire 'to the dried flalks of

of their maize and other herbs which have remain-
ed fince the laft harveft, Befides that, thofe forts
of grain which are cultivated by thefe people are all
fummer corn, they pretend that the nature of the
foil of this country, will not permit them to fow,
any thing before the winter.  But I believe that the
true reafon why corn would not fprout, if it were
to be fown in autumn, is either that it would fpoil
during the winter, or would rot on the melting of
the fnows. It may alfo be, and it is the opinion of
feveral perfons, that the corn which is fown in Ca- -
mda, though originally come from France, has
contracted, through length of time, the nature and
properties of fummer corn, which is not ftrong
enough to fprout feveral times, as it happens to
fuch forts of grain as we fow in September and

- O¢tober.

Beans or rather Caravanches are fown with maize, -

~ the ftalk of which ferves for a fupport to them

I think I remember to have been told, that it is
from<us the Indians received this fore of pulfe,
which they hold in great efteem, and which, in
fa&, differs nothing from ours. But what I am
furprized at is, that they make little or no ufe of

_ - our peas, which have acquired in the foil of Cana-

da a degree of excellence, much fuperior to what
they have in Europe. TurnfGles, water meloas,
and pompions, are firft raifed in a hot-bed and af-
" terwards tranfplanted. \ I h

4
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The women commonly aflit one another in their
Jabour:in the fields, and when reaping time comes,
they have fometimes recourfe to the men, who then
condefcend to put their hands to work. - The
whole concludes with a feftival and with a feaft,
which is given in‘the night. Theircorn and other
fruits are preferved in repofitories which they dig
#n the ground, and which are lined with large
picces of bark, Some of them leave the maize 1
the ear, which is tufted like our onions, and hang

* thém on long poles over the entry of their cabbins,
Orhers threth it our and lay it up in large bafkets
of bark, bored on all fides to hinder it from HKear-
ing. But when they are obliged to be from hom:
for any time,: or when they apprehend fome ir-

~‘ruption of the enemy, they make grear conceal-
ments under ground, where thefe forts of grain are
exceeding well preferved. '

In the northern parts they fow little, and in feve-

- 7al places none at all, but purchafe maize by way
of exchange=Yor other commodities.” This fort of
pulfe is very wholefome, nourithing, and light upoa
the ftomach. The way in which our French Canadi-
an travellers comm%t, is to boil it a little in

\ftate itkeeps a long time ; they

- commonly make t e}l)‘ provifion of it for long jour-

neys, and compleat\the drefling of it as they want
it, by boiling it in water or in broth, if they can
gecany, with a litle falvalong with it. '

- This is no difagreeable eating, but many are of
opinion, that the too conftant ule of it is prejudicial
to the health, the lye giving it a corrofive quality,
the effe€ts of which became fenfible after fome
time. When the Maize isin the ear and ftill green,
“fome roaft it on the coals, in which way it has anlcx-
v : ce lent
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cellent flavour. They commonly regale ftranger - %g:
with this difh. They alfo fend it in fome places to S
perfons of diftinétion who arrive in their village, L ‘f%_z
much in the fame manner as they prefent the free- Fo

dom of a city in France.

Laftly, it is of this pulfe the Sagamity is mndg
‘which_is the moft common food of the Indians. #a -
order to this they begin with roafting it, they af-
terwards bruife it, feparate it from the hufk an
then make it into a fort of pap, which is infipid -
when without meat or prunes to give it a rehith.
It is fometimes made into meal, called here farine
froide, and is the moft commodious and beft prb-
vifion for a journey; and fuch perfons as walk
on foot can carry no other. They alfo boil the
maize in the ear whiltt it is ftill tender, they after-
wards roaft it a little, then feparate it from the ear
and lay it to dry in the fun: this will keep along

time, and the fagamity made of it has an excellent
flavour. -

S

The detail of thefe difhes is a proof how little

- delicate the Indians are in their catmg : we fhould

~ alfo be of opinion that their tafte is very much vi-
tiated, were it poflible to fix this point. They are

- abowve all things fond of fat, which when they can

- get, it is the reigning ingredient in all their cooke-
ry: fome pounds of candles in a kettle of faga-
/mity, makes an_excellent dith with them ; they

/even put things in it which I dare not” mention ;

"and at which they are furprized to fee us fhock-
. ed, ‘

The fouthém nations had no. kitchen utenfils,
but fome veflels of carthen’ ware. In the north
they made ufe of wooden kettles, and made the

- water .
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water boil by throwing into it red hot pebbles,
‘Our iron pots are efteemed by both as much more
commodious than the others, and are the ¢ommo-
- dity you can promife moft to difpofe of quckly,
in trading with Indians. Among thc_ weftern na-
tions they ufe wild oats inftead of maize: this i
dikewife very wholefome, and if lefs nourithing,
the hunting of the buffalo which is very plentiful
in thofe parts, abundantly compenfates that de-
fect. 'Amongft the wandering Indians who'fiever
cultivate the ground, the fole refource when their
hunting and fithing fall fhort, isin a kind of mofs
which grows on certain rocks, and which our
Frenchmen call Trippe de Roches: nothing can be
more infipid than this food, which is even very far
from being fubftantial ; and can at moft keep one .
from dying of hunger. 1 am lefs ftill able to con-
ceive what has, however, been attefted by perfons
-worthy of credit, that the Indians eat as a grea
dainty a ‘kind of maize, which is laid to rot in
ftanding water as we do hemp, and which is taken
out quite black and flinking. Theyeven add, that
fuch as have once taken a liking to this ftrange
difh, -do not with their will lofe any of the water
or rather of the dirt that runs from it, and the
fmell of which.alone, would be enough to turn
the ftomach of any other perfon. Itis probably
neceflity.alone which has dilcovered this fecret, and
-if this does not likewife conftitute all the feafoning
to it, nothing can be a ftronger proof that there is
- no difputing) of taftes,

The Indian women make bread of maize, and
though this is only a mafs of ill kneaded pafte,
without leaven, and baked under the afhes, thefe
peopleteckon it excellent, and regale their friends
with it ; bur it muft be eat:n hot/for it will not ~

- : keep
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keep cold; fometimes they mix beans, different
fruits, oil and fat with'it: one muft have a good
ftomach to digeft fuch dainties.

The Indians make no other ufe of the turnfoles,”
but to. extract from them an oil with which they
rub themfelves: this is more commonly drawn
‘from the feeds than from the root of this phant.
This root differs little from what we call, in France
topinambours - or apples of the earth. Potatoes fo
common in the iflands and on the continent of Sduth’
America, have been planted with fuccefs in Loui-'
fiana. The continual ufe which all the nations of
Canada made of a kind of tobacco which grows all
over this country, has given occafion to fome tra-
vellers to fay that they fwallowed the fmoke of ig

. which ferved them for food; but this has fince

been difcovered to be a falfity, and to have no
foundation, except from their having been obfer-
ved to remain a long time without eating.  After
once tafting our tobacco they can no longer endure
their own, and it is very eafy to gratify them in
this point, tobacco growing very well here, and
it is even faid, that by making a proper choice
of the foil, we might raife a moft excellent fort

of it_.

The leffer occupations of the women and what -
is their common employment in their cabbins, are
the making of thread from the interior pellicles of
the bark of a tree, called white-wood, which they
manufature pearly as we do hemp. The women
too are their dyers: they work alfo at feveral
things made of bark, and make fmall figures with
the hair of the porcupine ; they make fmall cups

or qther utenfils of wood, they paint and em-
-broider
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broider deer.fkins, and they knit belts and garters
with the wool of the buffilo.

As for the men they glory in their idlenefs, anq
a&ually fpend more than half their lives in doing
nothing, from a perfuafion that daily labour de.
grades a man, and that it is only proper for wo.
mep. . The proper fun@ion of a man, fay they, i
to fith, hunt, and go to war. It is'they, however,
wha are to make every thing neceffary for thef
three exercifes :  thus the making of arms, nets,
and all their hunting and fithing equipage as we|

- as their canoes with their rigging, their racquets, o
fnow fhoes, the building and repairing of their cab.
bins, are the office of the men, who notwithftandip
on thefe occafions often make ufe of the affiftance
of the women. The Chriftians are a little more

- induftrious, but never work except by way of pe.
nance. : :

- Thefe people, before we provided them with
hatchets and other inftruments, were very much at
a lofs in felling their trees, and making them fit for
the ufes they intended them for, They burned
them near the root, and in order to fplit and cut
them into proper lengths, they made ufe of hat
chets made of flint which never broke, but which
required a pradigious time to fharpen. In order
to fix them'in a fhaft, they cut off the top of a
young tree, making a flit in it, as if they were go-
ing to graft it, into which flit they inferted the
head of the axe. The tree growing together again
in length of time, held the head of the hatcher fo
- Brm, that it was impoffible for it to get loofe:
they then cut the tree at the length they judged
. fufBicient for the handle, -

Their
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Their villages are generally of no regular form :
moft of our ancient accounts have reprefented them
of a round figure, and perhaps the authors of them
faw none but fuch as were fo. In a word, imagine
to yourfclf, Madam, a confufed heap of cabbins
placed without any order or defign: fome of them
like cart houfes, others like fo many tubs, built of
bark, fupported by a few pofts, and fometimes
coarfely plaiftered on the outfide with clay ; and,
in fa&t, built with much lefs art, neatnefs, and fo-
lidity than thofe of the beavers. Thefe cabbins are’
from fifteen to twenty foot broad, and fome-
times a hundred in length. In this cafe they have
feveral fires, each fire ferving for a fpace of thirty
feet. '

When the floor happens not to be large enough
for bedding for all the perfons in the tamily, the
young folks have their beds on akind of loft five or
fix feet from the ground, and which runs the whole
length of the cabbin; the houthold furniture and
provifions are placed above that on fhelfs laid crofs-
ways next the roof. There is commonly before
the entry, a fort of veftible or Jobby where the
youth; fleep in the fummer-time, and which ferves
as a repofitory for wood in the winter. The doors
are only fo many pieces of bark, fufpended from

the top like the ports of a fhip. Thefe ‘cabbins
have neither chimnies nor windows, only there is
left in the middle of the roof an aperture by which
part of the fmoke gets out, and which they are o-
bliged to ftop up, when it rains or fnows, as alfo

" to put out the fire if they would pot bq blinded

with {moke.

The Indians are more fkilful in ereting their
fortifications than in building their houfes; here
- K you
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you fee villages furrounded with a good palifado,
and with redoubts, and they are very careful to

lay in a proper provifion of water and ftones,

Thefe palifadoes are double, and ‘even fometimes
treble, and have generally battlements on the out-
ward circumvallation. The piles of which they
are compofed, are interwoven with branches of
trees, without any void fpace between. This fort
of fortification was fufficient to fuftain a long fiege
whilft the Indians were ignorant of the ufe of fire-
arms. Every village has a pretty large fquare, but
thefe are feldom regular.

Formerly the Iroquois built their cabbins in a
better manner than the other nations, and even
than themfelves do at this day ; thefe were adorn-
ed with figures in relievo, but of very coarfe work-
manfhip; and as almoft all their towns have been
fince burned in different expeditions, they have not
taken the trouble to rebuild them with their former
magpificence. Notwithftanding, if thefe nations
are fo little ‘curious in procuring themf lves the
conveniencies of life, in the places of t?{eir ordi-
nary refidence, what may we think of their en-
campments on journeys, and in their wintering
places?  An ancient miﬁionary, who in order to
oblige himfelf to learn the language of the Mon-
tagnais, would needs follow them in one of their
winter huntings, gives a defcription of them,
whifih I am going to give you almoft word for
word.

- ‘Thefe Indians inhabit a country extremely rude’
and uncultivated, but not: quite fo much fo, as

that which they make choice of to go a hunting in. :

You muft travel a long way, before you arrive at
it, and at the fame time, carry on your back every
: thing
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ihing you may ftand in need of for five or fix
months together, and that through ways fome-
rimes {» rugged and hideous, that itis even fcarce
offible to conceive how the very wild beafts them-
{elves are able to pafs them; and were you not to
have the forefight to provide vourfelf in pieces of

birk, ;you muft L e deilicute of all means of fhelter-

ing yourfelt from the rain and fnow, during your
journey:  After arriving at the end of it, you find

Fyourfelf a little better accommodated, that is tp fay,

you are not eternally expofed to all the injuries of
the air and weather.

Every body falls to work for this purpofe, and
the miffionaries themfelves, who in the beginning
had no body to wait on them, and for whom the

Indians had no manner of confideration, were no
more fpared than the reft, and had not fo much as
a cabbin allowed theni to themfelves, but-were o-
bliged to take up their lodgings in the firft that
made them welcome. Thefe cabbins among moft
bf the Aigonquin nations are nearly in the form of
our ice-houfes, round and terminating in-a cone.
Thefe had no other fupports than poles fixed in the
fnow, and tied together by the ends, and which
were covered with pieces- of bark very ill joined,
and fecured fo that the wind eafily found admit-
tance on ali fides.

The building of fuch 2 houfe employs half ar
‘hour at moft, fome branches of pine ferving as ?
matt:effes, which are alfo the only beds in thofe .
palaces. There is one, and almoft the only con- !
veniency which attends them, anc thitis thatiyou ?
may change them every day : they likewile collect
the fnow quite round them, which forms a kind of
varapet, which has its ufe, as it is impenc‘trablc to

Vou. IL K the
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the wind. Under fhelter of this- parapet, they
fleep as tranquilfy on thefe branches, covered with
a wretghed coverlet of fkin, as in the beft bed in
the worid ; it is true the miffionaries had mucj
difficulty to accuftom themfelves to this way of
life, but fatigue and neceflity foon compelled them
to it. The cafe is not entirely the fame with
refpet to the fmoke, which almoft continually
fills the upper part of the cabbin in fuch a manner,
that one cannot ftand upright in it, without having

- one’s head in a thick cloud of jt. This j$ no man.

ner of grievance to an Indian who is from his in-
fancy_accuftomed to fit or lie, all the time they
are within doors; but it is really a fevere punith-
ment to a Frenchman, who cannot bear fuch a
ftate of ina&ion. :

N\

~ Befides the wind, which as I bave already re-
marked, enters on all fides, blows with fuch a
piercing cold, that one fide freezes whilft you are
choaked and roafted on the other. And often you
cannot fee two or three feet from you, you weep
almoft your eyes out, and - fometimes you are
obliged to lie flat on your face, and almoft with

your mouth clofe to the ground, to fetch a little.

breath : the fhorteft way would be to go out, but

for mott of the time this is impoffible ; fomegimes

becaufe it fnows fo thick as to darken the day,
and at other times on account of a wind fo pierce-
ing that it almoft peels the fkin off one’s face, and
fplits the trees in the forefts. Notwithftanding
a miflionary is obliged to fay his office, to cele-
brate mafs, and to perform all the other funions
of his miniftry. To all thefe inconveniencies we
muft add one more, which though it may appear
very fmall at firft, is really very confiderable, a}t:d

this
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this is being perfecuted by the dogs. The Indians
have always a great number of thele animals which
tollow them every where, and are remarkable for
their fidelity 5 not very fawning indeed as they are
never carelied by their mafters, but bold and good
hunters: I have already faid that they are trained
up betimes for the different chaces, for-which they
are intended ; and - may add, that every Indian
- muft have a confiderable number of them, as man
of them perifh by the teeth and horns of wild
. beafts, which they attack with a courage that
nothing is capable of fhaking. Their mafters are
at very Tlittle pains in feeding them, fo that they
~ aie obliged to live upon what they can catch, and
as this goes no great way with them, it is no. won-
der they are very meagre and thin of flefh; befides

they have very little hair, which renders them very
fenfible to the cold..

In order to defend themfelves from it, if the
cannot get near the fire, which it would be diffi-
cult for all of them to do, even were there no-
body in the cabbin, they lye down on the firft- per-

~ fon they meet, and one is often fuddenly awakened

in the night, almoft choaked with two or three
dogs upon him. Were they a little more difcreet .

in chufing their place, their company would not
be extremely troublefome, and one might put up .

with them -pretty well; but they lay themfelves -
down where they can, and it is in vain to drive
them away for they return the inftant after. It is
ftill worte in the day time ;sas f on as any thing
catable appears, you cannot imagine what leaps they
make to fnatch it out of your hands.” Imagine to
yourfelf the cafe of a poor mifionary crouching near
the fire, to fay his breviary or read fome book,
firiving with the fmoke and expofed to the im-
~ K 2 portunity
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portunity of a.dozen curs,. who leap backward;
and forwards over him, in order to fnatch fome
morfel they may have feen. It he ftands in need
of a little reft, he is fcarce able to find a corncr
where he can te free from this vexation. If an
thing is brought ‘him to eat, the dogs have that
moment their. foout in the-difh before he taftes it,
and often whilft heis defending his portion againtt
thofe which attack him in front, another comes
upon him from the-rear, . and either carries off -
half his allowance or juftles againft him, fo that
the plate falls from his hands, and the fagamity is
tumbled amongft the athcs. . oo

It often happens that the evils I have becn
fpeaking of, are effaced by a much greater, and _
in-comparifon of which, all the reit are as nothing ; -
this is famine. The provifions they-bring with
them laft them no great while, and" they reckon

upon a {upply from their hunting, “which does.not

always afford it. It is true Indians know how to
endure hurger,  with a patience equal to the little
care they take to provide againft it 3 but they are
fometimes reduced to fuch extremities that they
perith under'them. The miffionary, from whom

I have drawn this detail, was obliged in his firft -
wintering to eat the fkins of eels and of elks,
with which he had patched his caffock ; after

which he was forced to fecd upon young branches,
and the tendereft part of the bark of trees. He
underwent however this fevere tryal, without the
leaft detriment 1o bis health, but every one is not
endowed with fo vigorous a conftitution.

The naftinefs of thefe cabbins alone, and that
infetion which is a neceffary confequence of it,
are 1o any other but an Indian a real punifhment.

It
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It is-ealy to judge to what a height, both the one
and: the other muft arrive amongft perfons who

. never change their cloaths, till they fall to pieces
of themfelves, and who take no care to keep them
“clean. In fummer they bithe themfelves every
day, but immediately afterwards they rub them-
felves with oil and greafe of a very rark fmell. In
the“winter théy remain in their fat, and during all

-~ that feafon it is impofiible to enter their cabbins
without being poifoned with the ftench.

’
/

Not -only every thinz they eat is ill-feafoned
and commonly very infipid, but there prevails in
all their repafts an uncieanlinefs, which paffes all
conception : what I have myfclf feen, as well as
‘what I have been told of it, would (trike you with
.horror. There are very few ahimals which do not
teed .cleaner, and after feeing what pafies amongft
thefe people in-this refpect, there’is no room to
doubt, that H;c imagination contributes greatly

¢ to.our, repugpancies; and that many :of .thofe

things which are really prejudicial to our health,

are-only fo by means of thofe very repugnancies,
and our want-of courage in furmounting them.
Lo N : - "

"It muft however be granted, that things are fome-
what changed with reipect to all thefe points, fince
“our arrival in this country ; and I have even known
“fome to endeavour to procure themfelves con-

1, veniencies, with which they will 'probably very

foon be fcarce able to difpenfe. Some of them
* alfo, begin. tg ufe more precaution than formerly,
to prevent their ‘being unprovided, in cafe the

. hunting fhould h%ppen to fail them ; and amongft—-—
"~ thofe who are fettied in the colenv, there requires »
but a very fmall addition to furnifh out a tolerable
fhare of the convenicncies of life. But what is’
: K 3. ' 3 to
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to be feared is, that after arri-ing at this point
they.will be tempted to go a great deal farther, and
£l into fuch a luxury as may render them ftill
more miferabie, ‘than they now are in the bofom
of the moft extreme indigence. -

At leaft it will not be the fauit of the miffionaries
if they are expofed to this danger; perfuaded
that it is ‘morally impoflible to arrive at tha
eolden mean, with ut atterwards deviating trom
it, they have picferied tharing with thefe people
whatever is moft difagreeable in their mannper of
living, rather than to open th-ir eyes'to the means

~of finding any-remedy for it. Thus thofe very
perfons who are every day witnefies of their {ut-

ferings, are at a lofsto conceive how they are able
to fupport them, and the mere {o as they are
without the lealt relaxation, and as every fea'on
brings along with it fome peculiar evil.

As their villages are always fituated either rear

a wood, or on the banks of Tome lake or river,
and oftencr between toth, as fo n as the weather
becomes warm the .mufketios, together with a
prodigo.s army of other grats, raife a  perf-.
cution wor'e than that of the fmcke, which you
are often: obliged to call our affiftance ;. there
being fcarce any other remedy againit the bite of -
thefe infefts, which fet the whale body on fire:
and fuffer you not 'ty clofe your eyes. Add to this,
the long and fatiguing journcys you are otten
forced to make with thefe barbarians, fometimes
up to the middle in water, and fomrtimes to the
knees in mire, through woods and among brirs
and _thorns, with the danger of lofing one’s eyes, -
in open ficlds where nothing dcfends you from the
burning

7
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burning heat of the fun in fummer, and the
piercing wind in winter,

If you travel in a canoe the confined poZure
you are obliged io fit in, and the apprehenfion
occafioned at your firft fetting out, by the extreme
fragility of this vehicie ; the inaction you muit of
‘neceffity be in, the flownels ot your voyage,
which is retarded by, the lealt thower of rain, or
gale of wind ; the little fociety or converfation
that can be had with pe fons who know nothing,
who never open their miouths whilit they are em-
ployed, who poifon you with their ftench, and
~ who fill you with vermin and naftinefs ; the ca-
price and rudenefs you muft put up with from
them ; the infults to which you are expofed from
a drunkard, or a perfon whom any unforfeen ac-
cident, a dream or the remembrance of any\thing
difagrecable puts into an iil humour; the avarice
natural to thofe barbarians at the fight of any
thing they covet, and what has coft feveral mifii-
onaries their lives ; and in cafc war happens to be
declared between the nations, in whofe territory
you are, the danger you are conitantly expofed to,
either of being reduced to the moft wretched
flavery, or of perifhing in the moft hideous tor-
ments : fuch, madam, is the life that has been led
by the firlt miffionaries efpecially : if for fome time
paft it has been lefs rude in fome refpeéts, it has
been attended with regard to the evangelical la-
bourcrs- with internal, and confequently more {en-
fible mortifications, ‘which far from diminithing
in length of time grow in proportion to the in-
creafe of the colony, and as the natives begin to
have a freer correfpondince with all forts of per-
funs. '

K 4 Lattly,
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Laftly, that I may in a few words draw the
portrait of thefe nations with a micn and ap-
pearance altogether favage, and with manners and
cuftoms which favour of the groficit barbariry,
they enjoy all the advantages of fociety, without
almoft any of thofe defects, which ditturb the
publick tranquillity amongft us.  Whilit they ap-
pear entireiy void of paffion, they comimit in cuid
blood, and even fowictimes from principle, the
" fame ations which the mott violent and unyo-

vernable rage is capable ot infpiring. Thofe very

perfons who feem:d to Jead the molt wretched
lives, were perhaps th: oniy happy mortals cn
the face of the earth, beiore théy were acquainted

with thole objects wh ch tedwec. and pervert us: .

,,,,,, ravages
among(t them. We porccive 'n themn a mixture
of ferocity and gentlenefs, the paffions and appe-
tites of_beafts of prey, joined to a virtue which
does honour to human ratore. At firit vicw one
would imagine them without any form of govern--
ment, law or fubordinaton,  and that living in
an abfolute independance, they aba don them-

{elves to the condué of blini chance, and t. tie

wildeft caprice 5 they notwithitanding enjoy all the
advantages which the beft re _ulated auchority is
capable of procuring, in the moft civilized natiors.
Born fiee and independant, they are ftruck with
horror at whatever has the thadow of delpotic
power, and very rarely d.viate from certain
‘maxims and ufages founded in good fenfe alone,
which holds the place of law, and fupplies in fome
fort the want of legal authority. They have a na-
tural repugnance to reftraint of every fort, but
reafon alone is capable of retaining them in a kind -
of fubordination, not the lefs effe€tual towards the
¢end propofed for being entirely voluntary.

Any
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Any perfon who has once infinuated himfelf i in-
o a confiderable fhare of their efteem, Wwill find
them fufficiently docile and ready to do any thing
he defires; but it is no ealy mitter to gain their
efteern to fuch a pitch. This they give to murit
only, and t.at to a fupenor degree of it, of
which they are full as good judges as thofe amongft
us, who pique themieives moft on their difcein-
ment.  They form their notions of this by the
phy“oznomy, and there is not pér'haps in the world
a fer of men who are better judges this way : this
is owing to their having none ot thole prejudnces
i favour of any.perfon which miflead us, and
that by -ftudying nature alone they know her per-
fectly well.  As they are neither flaves to am-
bition nor intereft, as it is thele two ‘paflions only
which have: wcakcned in us the fentiments of hu-
manity, which the author of nature his engriven
in our hearts, the difference of conditions 1s.un-
neceflary for the maintenance of fociety amongft

them.

Thus Madam we never, or at leaft very feldom,
meet with thofe haugihty minds, which filled with
a notion of th-ir own grandeur and ment, imagine
themfelves almo't a {pecies apart ; who difdain the

" reit of mankind whofe love and confidenge they

therefore never obtain; who never converfe with
their equals, be:aufe the jealoufy which prevails
amongft the great, will not permit them to culti-
vate a very near acq »amtance, who know not
themfelves becaufc they neved ﬂudy themicives,
but are conftantly blown up with teif applaufe;

and laftly, who never once reflect, that in order
to acquire the affections of men, -t walt fArft
ftoop, and in fome fort, condeicend ©Q\be their
equals ; fo that with all this pretended Yuperiority

>
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of underftanding, which they look upon as the
peculiar right of the eminent flations they poffefs,
moft of them grovel in a proud and incurable ig-
norance, of what is really worth knowing, and
confequently never tafte the true and genuine
fweets of life. In this country all men are equal,
manhood being the quality moft efteemed amongft
them, without any diftin&tion from birth 3 without
any perogative of rank capable of doing prejudice
to the rights of private perfons 5 without any pre-
eminence from merit which begets pride, and
which makes others too fenfible of their own in-
* feriority. And though there is perhaps lefs delicacy
of fentiment in the Indians than amongft us, there
is-however abundantly more probity with infinitely
lefs ceremony, or equivocal compliments.

Religion alone is capable of perfeting the good
qualities and natural difpofitions of thefe pzo-
ple, and of correting what is wrong in them:
this is common to them with‘others, but what is
peculiar to them is, that they bring, fewer obftacles
to this improvement, after they have once begun
to believe, which muft ever be the work of fpe-
cial grace. It is likewife true, that in order fully
to eftablifh the empire of religion over them, we
muft fhew them the practice of it in all its purity
in its profeffors: they are extremely fufceptible of
the fcandal given by bad chriftians, and fuch are
all thofe who are newly inftruted in the principles
of chriftian morality.

You will perhaps afk me, Madam, whether they
have any religion ? To this I anfwer, that though
we cannot abfolutely affirm that they are without
any, we muft however contefs, that it is very dif-
ficult to define what religion this is. 1 fhall en-

tertain
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tertain you more at large on this article with my
firft leifure; for though I have not a vaft deal
to do in this place, yet I am often interrupted in
fuch manner, that [ cannot promife on having
two hours in a day to myfelf. This letter as well -
- Zas moft of the preceeding ones, will thew ycu
that 1 do not finith them at one fitting. I fhall
content inylel: at prefent with obferving, in order to
compleat the portrait of Indians, that even in their
moft indifferent actions, we may dilcover traces
of the primitive religion, but which efcape thofe
who do not view them with fufficient attention,
thefe heing flill more effaced by the want of in-
ftruction, than changed by the mixture of fuper-. -
ftisious worfhip, and by fabulous tradicions.

I am, &c. .
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LETTER XXIV,

Of the Rcigion and Traditions of the Indians of
- Canada.

Fort at the River St. Jofeph, Sept. 8, 1721,

Madam,

HIS letter will in all likelyhood be a very
T long one, unlefs fome unforefeen hindrance
fhould, oblige me to put off to fome other oppor-
tunity, what I have been able to colle&, relating
to the belief, traditions and religion of our Indians.

Nothing is more certain than that the Indians
~ of this continent, have an idea of a fupreme Be-

ing, though. nothing at the fame time can be more
obfcure. They all in general agree in looking up-
en him as the firft fpirit, and the governor and
creator of the world, but when you prefs them a
little clofe on this article, in order to know what
they underftand by the fovereign fpirit, you find
no more than a tiffue of abfurd imaginations, of
fables fo ill contrived, of fyftems fo. ill digefted
and fo wild, that it is impoffible to give any re-
gular or juft account of them. It is pretended
that the Sioux approach much nearer than the

_other
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other Indians, towards a juft conception of thi;
firft principle, but the little commerce we ‘have
hitherto had with them, does not permit me to be

fufficiently informed of their tradrtions, to cnable -

me to fpeak of them with any degree of cer-
tainty.

Almott all the nations of the Algonquin lan.
guage, give this fovereign Being the appellation of
the great Hare ; fome again call him Michabou,
and others Atahocan. Moft of them hold the opi-

nion that he was born upon the waters, together -

with his whole court, entirely compoled of four
footed animals like himfelf; that he formed the
carth of a grain of fand, which he took from the
bottom of the ocean, and that he created man of
the bodies of the dead animals. There are like-
wife fome who mention a god of the waters, who
oppofed the defigns of the great Hare, or at Jea);
refufed to be affiting to him. This god is ac-
cording to fome, the great Tyger, but it muft be
obferved, that the true tyger is not to be found in
‘Canada ; thus this tradition'is probably of foreign
extraction. Laltly, they have a third god called
Matcomek, whom they invoke in the winter fea-
fon, and concerning whom, I have learned no-
thing particular. ‘

The Arefkoui of the Hurons, and the Agref-
koué of the Iroquois, is in the opinion of thele
nations, the Sovereign Being and the god of war.
Thefe Indians do not give the fame original to
mankind with the Alqonquins; they do not fo
much as afcend fo high as the firft creation, Ac-
carding’ to them there were in the beginning fix
men in the world, and if you afk them who placed
them there, they anfwer you, they dont know.

— They
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~They add, that one of thefe men afcended into

heaven in queft of a woman, called Atahentfic,
of whom he had carnal knowledge, and who foon
afterwards proved with child : that the mafter of
heaven perceiving it, threw her headlong from the
height of the Empyrean, and that fhe was re-
ceived on the back of a tortoife : that the was af-
terwards brought to bed ef two children, one of
which killed the other.

There is no more faid either of the five men;

' or even of the hufband of Atahentfic, who accord-
' ing to fome, had only one daughter, who was the
“mother of Thaouitfaran and Joufkeka. This lat-

‘ter Who was the eldeft, killed his brother, and in
a little time after his grand-mother refigned in
his favour the government of the world.. They
fay. likewife, that Atahentfic is the fame with the
moon, and that Joufkeka was the fun. There is
as you fee, Madam, very lictle connexion in all
this, ‘the fun being often taken for Arefkoui, in as
much \as he is the great genius; but is there lefs
contradiGtion in the theology of the Egyptians
and Grecians, who are the firft fages of pagan
antiquity'? The reafon is, that it is effential to

' falfehood to contradict itfelf, and to have no folid

foundation\;\

The god\s\\of the Indians have bodies, and live
much in’ the ‘\fame manner with us, but without
any of thofe inconveniencies to which we are fub-
jeét.” The word fpirit amongft them, fignifies
only a being of a\more éxcellent nature than others,
‘They have no w}\rds to exprels what paffes the’
bounds of their own underftanding, their con-.
ceptions being exxinely limited, with refpe&
to whatever is not th \objeét of their fenfes, or ta
' N : ' any
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any thing befides the common occurrentes of lifc.
They however afcribe to thofferi)mginary beings,
-a kind of immenf{ity and omniprefence, for in what-
ever place they are, they invoke them, fpeak to
them, believe they hear what is faid to them, and
a& in confequence. To all the queftions you puc
to thefe barbarians, in order to obtain a farther ac-
count of their belief, they anfwer that this is al!
they have been taught or know of the matter;-

" nay, there are only a few old men who have been
initiated in their myfteries who know fo much.

According to the Iroquois, the pofterity of
Joufkeka did not go beyond the third generation,
There came on a deluge in which not a foul was
faved, fo that in order to repeople the earth it was
neceffary to change beafts into men. This notion
Madam, of an univerfal deluge is very general
amongft the Americans; but there is {carce any
room to doubt, that there has been another much
more recent and peculiar to America. I fhould
never have done,were I to relate all that the Indians

* tell us with refpet to the hiftory of their prin-

cipal divinities, and the origin of the world ; but
befides the firft being, or the great fpirit, and the
other Gods who are often confounded with them,
there is likewife an infinite number of genii or in-
ferior fpirits, both' good and evil, who have each
their peculiar form ot Worip.

- The Iroquois place Atahentfic at the head of
thefe latter, and make Joufkeka the chief of the
former ; they even fometimes confound him with
the god, who drove his grandmother out of
heaven, for fuffering herfelf to be feduced by 2

" mortal. They never addrefs themfelves to the
evil genii, except to beg of them to do them no

hurty
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hurt, but they fuppofe that the others are p]aced°
as fo many guardians of mankind, and that every
perfon has his own tutelary. In the Huron lan-
guage thefe are called Okkis, and in the Algonquin
Manitous : it is to them they have recourfe in all
perils and undertakings, as alfo when 'they would
cbrain fome extraordinary favour ; there is nothing
but what they may think they may beg of them,
Jet it be ever fo unréafonable or contrary to good
morals. This protection however is not acquired
at the birth of the perfon; he muft firft be expert
at the managerient of the bow and arrow, before
he can merit this favour, and much preparation muft
be ufed before he can receive it, it béing look-
ed upon as the moft important affair in their whole
lives : the principal circumftances of it are thefe. -

They begin with blacking the child’s face ; af-
terwards they make him faft for eight days toge-
ther, without giving him a morfel of any thing to
eat, and the tutelary genius muft appear to him in
a dream within this fpace of time. Now the empty
brain of a poor child juft entering into the ftate
of adolefcence, cannot fail of furnifhing him with
dreams, which they take great care to caufe him
repeat every morning.  The faft however often
_ends before the lawful time, there being few chil-
dren who have ftrength enough to carry it fo far s
but this occafions no cifficulty, the conveniency of
difpenfations being fully known here as it is every.
where elfe. Whatever thing the child happens to
dream of, is always fuppofed to be the tutelary
genius, or rather this thing is held as a fymbol, or
figure, under which the genius manifefts himfelf 5
but it happens to the Indians as it does to every
other people, .who have deviated from the primi-

Vou. II. L tive
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tive religion, that is, to hold faft-by the fgure
whilft they lofe fight of the reality.

Notwithftanding thefe fymboals ﬁg‘nify‘ nothing

of thémfelves, fometimes it is the head of a bird, -

at other times the foot of fome animal, or perhaps
a2 bit of wood; in a word, the vileft and moft
common thing imaginable. This is preferved how-
ever with as much care, as the Dii Penates, or

\houthold gods were amongft the ancients. Thereis
even nothing in all nature, if we believe the In-

dians, which has not its genius, of which there
are fome of all ranks, but with different powers,
‘When they- are at a lofs to.conceive any thing,
they attribute it to a fuperior genius, and their

manner of exprefling themfelves then is, This isq

Jpirit. ‘This 1s faid with greater juftice of them,
who have any fingular talent, or who have per-

that is they have a tutelary genius of an ora.r fu-
perior to the common.

" Some of them, and efpecially their jugglers,’
en leavour to perfuade the multitude, that they
are tranfported into extafics This tolly huas been
of all ages and amongft ail nations, and. is the pa-
‘yent of all falfe religions; the vanity natural t
mankind, ‘not being able to devife any more effica-

cious means of governing the wezk andfimple, and

the multitude at laft carried along with them, thofe
who valued themfelves the nioft on the fuperionty
of. thuir underftandings. ‘The American impof-

tors, though they owe to themfelves only all ;
their addrefs in this point, draw all the advan-

tiges from it to which they afpire. The g
glers never fail to publith thac their genii give
them great infight into the remoteft tranfactions,

and the moft diftant futurity in their pretended ex--
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tafies’s and as chance.alone, if we would not af-

~ cribe-fome fhare of it to the devil, caufes them to

divine or conjecture fome times pretty right, they
acquire by this means great credit, and are be-
lieved to be genii of the firft order.

As foon- as it has been declared to a child
what he is thence forward to regard as his pro-
te&ing genius, they inftruét him with great care
im the obligation he owes him, to honour him,
to follow the council he fhall receive fspm him in
fleep, to merit his favour, to place in him his
whole. confidence, and to dread the effet of his
difpleafure fhould he negleét to acquit himfelf of
his duty to him. This folemnity ends with a
feaft, and the cuftom is likewife to prick on the
body of the child the figure of his OKKI, or
MANITOU. It would feem that fo folemn an 7
engagement, the mark of which can never be ef-

~ faced, ought to be inviolable ; a very fmall matter
. is however fufficient to break it. L

* The Indians are not ‘eafily ‘brought to confefs
themfelves in the wrong, even to their gods them-
felves, and make nomanner of difficulty in juftifying
themfelves at their expence : thus whenever theyare
under the neceffity either of condemning them-
felves or. their tutelar, the blame’is always thrown
upon the latter, and they apply to another with-
out any ceremony; only obferving the fame rights
as to the. former : The women have alfo their Ma-
nitous, or Okkis, but are far from paying them
the fame refpe& with the men, perhaps from their
‘giving them lefs employment. o

. To all thefe genii are offered different forts of
offerings, or if you will facrifices. They throw
iato the rivers and lakes tobacco or birds, which

' L 2 : have
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have been ftrangled, in order to render the god of
the waters propitious. In honour of the fun, and .
fometimes even of inferior fpirits, they throw into
the fire all forts of ufeful things, and fuch as they
believe they owe to them. This is fometimes done
cut of gratitude, but oftner from interefted views,
thefe people not being fufceptible of any fentiments
of affe@ion towards their divinities. They ob.
férve alfo on fome occafions a fort of libations,
and all this accompanied with invocations, wrapt up
in myfterious terms, 'which they have never been
able to explain to Europeans, whether it be that
thefe at bottom bhave no fignification at all, or -
" that the fenfe has been loft, whilit the words by
which the - tradition ‘has been tranfmitted have
been preferved ; and perhaps too, they may be
willing- to make a myftery of it. We alfo meet
with collars of porcelain, tobacco, maize; peafe,
and whole animals, efpecially dogs, on the fides
of difficu't or dangcrous roads on rocks, or near
catara®s whch are fo many offerings to the genti
who prefide in thefe places. I formerly faid that

the dog was the vi&im moft commonly offered to -

them ; thefe are hung up, -and even fometimes
alive by the hind feer, and fuffered to die mad.
The war feaft, - which always confifts of dogs,
may alfo pafs for a facrifice. Lattly, they render
nearly the fame honours to the evil genti as to
thofe which pafs for propitious, when they have
any reafon to dread their malice.

Thus Madam, amongft nations who were pre-
“tended to have no idea of religion or of a deity,
every thing on the contrary appears to be an ob-
ju& of religious worthip, or leaft to have fome re-
fation to it. Some have imagined that their fafts
h:d no other end, than to accuftom them to fup-

port
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port hunger, and 1 will allow that this motive

might be fome part of the reafon of this ufuge ; bur
every circumitance with which they are accompa-
nied, proves that religion has the greateft fhare in
it ; where it only their extreme attention-in ob-
ferving, as I have already taken notice, what
dreams they have during’ that time, it being cer-
tain that fuch dreams are looked upon as true
oracles and warnings from heaven,

It is ftill lefs doubtful, that their vows are pure-
alts of religion, the ufage being abfolutely the
fame: in this refpe¢t as with us. For example,
when they happen to bs without provifions, as
of:en falls out in their voyages and huntings, they-
promife their genii to prefent in honour of them,
a portion of the firft beaft they fhall afterwards
kill to fome chief, and ‘not to touch a morfel of
it till they fthall have acquitted themfelves of their
promife. Should this happen to be impoffible by
reafon of the great diftance of this chief, they
burn the part allotted for him, and thus makeit

akind of facrifice.

Formerly the Indians in the neighbourhood of -

“Acadia, had in-their country near the fea-thore, a
tree ¢xtremely ancient, of which they relate many
wonders, and which was always loaden with of-
ferings. After the fea had laid open its whole root,
it/ ftill fupported itfelf a long time almofl in the

r, againft the violence of the winds and waves,

hich confirmed thofe Indians in the notion, that
this cree muft be the abode of fome powerful {pi-
rit, nor was its fall even capable of undeceiving
them, fo that as long as the fmalleft part of its
branches appeared above water, they paid it the

. fame honours as whilt it ftood.
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Moft of their t&tivals fongs and dances aify
appeared to me t have their origin in religion,
- and to preferve f¢veral traces of it; but one muft
be very fharp-fighted, or rather one muft have 3
very ftrong imagination to percetve what certain
traveliers pretend- to have difcovered in them, |
have known fome perfons, who not being able to
get it out of their heads, that our Inaans are
defcended from the. ancient Hebrews, fina in eve
thing a ftrong refemblance between thefe barba-
rians and the people of God. It is true there are
fome cuftoms which have fome appeasance of this,
fuch as not to make ufe of knives in certain re-
pafts, and not to break the bones of the beafts
eaten in them; indiuih alfo is the feparation of
the women from their bufbands, during certain
infirmities of the fex. And fome have even heard,
©F at lealt have thought they heard them pro-
nounce the word Allelujah in fome of their fongs:

but who would ever believe their boring their ears
and noftrils, to be in obedience to the law of cir-
cumcifion? And befides who does not know that
the rice of circumcifion, 'is more ancient than the
law which ordained the obfervation of it to Abra-
ham and his pofterity ?  The feaft which is made
on their return from hunting, and in which no-
thing muft be left, has likewife been taken for 2
kind of Holocauft, or for a relique of -the Jewith
paflover, and the rather, fay they, becaufe when
any perfon was not able to get the better of his
own portion, he was at liberty to make ufe of the
affitance of his neighbouts, as was the praQice
amongft the people of God, when one family
were not able to eat the whole Pafcha] lamb,

An ancient mifionary, who lived long amon;
the Outaways, wiites, that amongft thefe Indians
an
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an old man does the office of a prieft on the fefti-
vals 1 have been juft mentioning, that he begins
by returning thanks to the genii for the fuccefs of
the hunting, and that afterwards another perfon
takes a roil of tobacco, breaksit in two and throws
it into the fire.  'What is certain is, that thofe who
have cited them as a proof of the poffibility of
atheifm, properly fo called, were not acquainted
with them. It is true they never difcourfe about
religion, and that their extreme indolence and in-
difference on this po'nt, has always been the great-
eft obftacle ¢o their converfion to Chriftianity, but
the {malleft acquaintance with them is fufficient to
confute thofe, who fay they.have no idea of a
deity. Indolence is their predom'nant paflion ; 1t
even appears in their moft important affairs, but
in fpite of this defett, and even in fpite of that
fpirit of independance in which they are brought
up, there is no nation in the world who pay a
more flavith refpect to the Deity, of whom their
ideas are very confufed, fo that they never attribute
any thing to chance, and derive an omen from .
every thing thac happens, which is according to
them, as I have already renrarked, a declaration

. of the will of heaven,

I have read in fome memoirs, that among feve-
ral nations on this continent, there were formerly,
young women who lived feparate from all com-"
merce with men, and who never married. I am
neither able to vouch nor contradi@ chis aflertion.
Virginity is in -itfelf fo perfe a ftate, that we
ought not to be furprized it fhould have been re-
fpected in all countries in the world; but our moft
ancient miffionaries pever make mention, at leaft
as far. as 1 know of thefe veftals, though feveral
of them agree in the efteem in which ceiibacy was
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Deld in fome countries. I even find that amongft

the Hurons and Iroquois, there were not long fince
reclufes, who obferved continence, and they fhew

certain véry falutary plants which have no virtue, -

according to the Indians, except they are employed
by virgin hands. :

The beft eftablithed opinion amongft our Ame-
ricans is, that of the immortality of the fou),
They do not however believe it to be purely fpiri-
tual more than their genii, and to tell truth, are in-
capable of giving any diftin& Adefinition of either.
If you afk them what they think of their fouls,
they anfwer, that they are like fo many fhadows

and living images of the body, and itis by a con-

fequence of this principle, that they believe every
thing in the univerfe to be-animated. Thus it is
only by tradition they have received this notion
of the immortality of the foul. Andin the dif-
ferent expreflions they make ufe of, in explaining
themfelves on this fubjet, they frequently confound
the foul with its faculties, and thefe again with
their operations, though they very well know how

to diftinguith them, when they have a mind to
ipeak with accuracy.

They maintain, likewife, that the foul when
feparated from the body, preferves the fame in-
clinations and paffions it had in its former ftate,
and this is the reafon why they bury along with the
dead, the things they imagine they may ftand in,
neced of. They are even perfuaded, that it re-
mains hovering about the carcafe until the feftival
of the dead, of which 1 fhall give you an account
by and by ; and that afterwards it goes into the
country of fouls, where, according to fome, it is
transformed into a tortoife.

There
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There are others’ who.acknowledge two fouls in_
men ; to the one, they attribute every thing I have

~been juft now fpeaking of, and pretend that the

other never quits the body, unlefs it is to pafs
into fome other, which however happens only, fay
they, to the fouls of little children, which having

‘enjoyed but a fhort term of life, obtain deave to

begin a new one. It is for this reafon that they
bury children by the high-way fides, that the wo-
men who pafs that way may colle& their fouls.
Now- thefe fouls which are fuch faithful compa-
nions to their bodies muft be fed, and it is in order
to difcharge this duty, that eatables are laid upon
their tombs ; but this is of fhort continuance, fo
that the fouls muft begin in time to learn to faft.
They are fometimes hard emough put to it to fub-
fift cthe living, without the additional charge of
feeding the dead. '

"-One thing with refpet to which the Indians are
never forgetful, let them be i ever fo great an ex-
tremity, whereas among®t us the:living are enrich-
ed by the fpoils of the dead; the Indians on the

_contrary, not only carry along with them to the

grave every thing that belonged to them, but alfo

receive prefents of their relations and friends be-

fides. Tor this reafon they were extremely fcan-

dafized, on feeing the French open the fefpulchcrs,,
in order to ftrip the dead of their robes of beaver
fkins, ~ Tombs are held fo facred in this country,

that to violate them is the greateft hoftility that can

be committed againft a nation, and the ftrongeft

proof that you-fet them at defiance.- '

I have already faid, that the fouls, when the time
of leaving their bodies forever is come, go into a
region which is allotted for their everlafting abode.

S This
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- This country fay the Indians, lies very far to the and
weftward fo that the fouls are feveral months i
arriving at it. They have even vaft difficulties to
furmount, and are expofed to prodigious dangers by
the way. They above all things talk much of 2

av
river they have to pafs, and on which many have
been fhipwrecked ; of a dog from whom they fer
have much ado to defend themfelves, of a place bl

of tarment where they expiate their fins; of ano. A
ther, where the fouls of thofe prifoners of war who
have been burned are tormented, and where they
arrive as late as poffible. :

This notion is the reafon why after the death of
thefe wretches, they take great care to vifit every
place near their cabbins, ftriking inceflantly with
rods and raifing the moft hideous cries, in order
to drive the fouls to a diftance, and to keep thém

- from lurking about their cabbins, in order tore-
venge the torments they have made them under-
go. The Iroquois fay, that Atahenftic has her
common, refidence in this tartarus, and that her
fole ocagpation is the feducing of fouls to their
deftruction ; but that Joufkeka omits nothing to
fecure them againft the wicked deligns of bis grand-
mother. Amongft the fabulous ttories of what
pafles in the lower regions, and which refemble fo
much thofe in Homer and Virgil, there is one
which feems to have been capied trom the fable of
Orpheus and Eurdice, in which there hardly wants
any thing, except to change the pames,

N aniinal

Moreover, Madam, this habpinefs, which the

. Indians hope to enjoy in their imaginary Elyfium,
is not believed to be the recompenfe of virtue
:oaly; to have been 2 good hunter, brave in war,
fortunate in all one’s enterprifes, to ha,vc'killei
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and burned a great number of enemies, are the
fole merits which entitle them to this paradife, the
whole felicity of which confifts in an inexhauftible
plenty of game and fithes, an everlafting fpring,
a vaft abundance of all things without being oblig-
ed to work, and a full fatisfaCtion of all their
fenfual appetites. Thefe are likewife the only
bleffings they afk of their gods in their life-time.
All their fongs, which are originally their prayers,
have no other theme befides the goods of this life,
there being not the leaft mention any more than
in their vows of an hereafter ; they are certain of

being happy in the other world in proportion to
their happinefs in this.

The fouls of beafts have alfo a place in the in-
fernal regions, and are according to the Indians

immortal, as well as ours ; they even acknowledge. -

in them a kind of reafon, and not only every fpe-
cies, but every individual animal, if we may be-
lieve them, has its tutelary genius. In a word
they hold no diffcrence between us, -and the brutes
but in degree only. Man, fay they, is king of
the animals, who have all of them the fame fa-
culties, but that man pofieflfes.them in a'very fu-
perior degree. They hold likewife that in hell
" there are models of fouls of all: kinds, but they

give themfelves very little trouble in explainipg
- this notion, and in general concern themfelves very

little with matters of pure fpeculation: have the

fageft philofophers of Pagan antiquity who have
been at fo much pains to explain them, been much
more fuccefsful than they ? It is impoffible to walk
;‘afcly amidft thefe abfurdities, but by the torch of
aith, - : ~

. 7 -+ There
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There is nothing in which thefe barbarians car-
ry their fuperftition to a more extravagant length,
than in what regards dreams; but they vary great-
ly in their manner of explaining thémfelvés on this
point. Sometimes it is the reafonable foul which
ranges abroad, whilft the fenfitive foul continues
to animate the body. Sometimes it is the familiar
genius, who gives falutary council with refpec to
what is going to happen. Sometimes it is a vifit
made by the foul of the objet of which he
dreams. But in whatever manner the dream is
conceived, it is always looked upon as a thing fa-
cred, and as the moft ordinaty way in which the
gods make known their will to men.

" Filled with this idea, they cannot conceive how
we fhould pay no regard to them. For the moft
part they look upon them either as a-defire of the
foul infpired by fome genius, or an order from him;
and in confequence of this principle, they hold it a
religious duty to obey them; and an Indian ha-

ving dreamed of having a finger cut off, had it
really cut off as foon as he awoke, after having
prcgarcd himfelf for this important a&ion by a
feaft. Another having dreamed of being prifoner
and in the hands of his enemies, was much at a lofs

what to do; he confulted the jugglers, and by -
their advice, caufed himfelf to be tied to a poft a'nd ,

~ burnt in feveral parts of the bedy.

There “are ‘happy and unhappy dreams. For
inftance, to dream of feeing a great number of
elks is, fay they, a fign of life ; but to dream of
feeing bears, denotes that the party is foon to die.
I have already faid, that we muft except thofe times
in which they prepare themfelves for the hunt’xn’%»
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. of thefe animals. Butin order to thew you, Ma-

1o you a faét attefted by two irreproachable perfons \\

~ him?2 I dreamed, faid he, that a racoon _had
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dam, to what a length thefe barbarians carry their,
extravagance, with regard to dreams, -I will relate

who were eye-witneffes to it. - N

Two miflionaries were travelling in the com-
pany of fome Indians, and one night as their .
guides were in a profound fleep, one of them a- N
waked fuddenly quite out of breath, making ef- o
forts to cry out, and beating himfelf as if he had  ° Nt
been poffefled with fome devil. The noife he a5
made foon waked every body : they at firft thought
the man mad; they feized him and tried eve-
ry means to bring him to himfelf, but all to
no purpofe: his fury continued to encreafe and
as they -were:no-longer able to hold him, they
hid all the arms for fear of the worft. . ‘Some of
them afterwards bethought themfelves of preparing
for him a beverage made of certain herbs of great
yirtue ; but when they were leaft aware the pa-
tient leaped into the river. -

S 15 R

He was immediately drawn out, and though he
confeffed he was cold, he refufed to come near ‘a
good fire that had been juft lighted : he fat down
atthe foot of a tree, and as he appeared more com-
pofed, they brought him the draught they had pre-
pared for him. . It is to this child, faid he, you
muft give it, pointing to a bears fkin ftuffed with
firaw; he was obeyed, and the whole of the be-
verage was poured down the throat of the animal.
They then afked what had been the matter with

got into my belly. They all burft out a laughing,
but there was a neceffity of curing his diftempered.
imagination, which was done in this -manner. h

' v They
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They all fell to counterfeit the madman, crying
with all their might, that they had animals in their
bellies, but added, that they were unwilling o
throw themfclves iato the river in order to dif-
lodge them, on atcount of thecold ; and that they
thought fweating.a much better way. Our hypo-
condriac found this propofal excellent ; a ftove was
immediately. erected, into which they all -entered
with loud cries, every.one endeavouring to coun-
terfeit the cry of the animal he pretended to
have in his belly, one a goofe, another a duck, 2
third a buftard, and a fourth a frog ; the dream-
er alfo counterfeited the cry of a racoon.  But what
is really ridiculous is, that all the reft beat meafure,
firiking with all their might upon his fhoulders, -
with defign to fatigue him, and caufe him to fall
afleep. Toany other than an Indian, he had what
was fufficient to hinder him from clofing his eyes
for feveral days ; they however fucceeded in what
they intended. The patient flept long, and at his .
waking found himfelt perfectly cured, being neither

him, nor of the blows and bruifes which he had re-
ceived, and having loft the remembrance even of
the very dream which had coft him fo dear.

. But it is not only he who dreams that is to fa-
tisfy the obligations, he believes he is laid under
\fy the dream : it would be a crime, in any perfon
o refufe him, what he has defired in his dream,
nd you may very wcll judge, Madam, with what
onfequences this is likely ta be attended. Butas .
'the Indians are not much governed by felf-intereft,
his” principle is attended with lefs abufe than it
ould be any where elfe; and befides, every one
ay ufcit-in his turn. If the thing defired happen
o be of fuch a mature as not to be capable of being
: furnithed
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furnithed by a private perfon, the public take the
obligation of it upon.themfelves, and even fhould
they be obliged to go in queft of it five hundred
leagues, it muft be found, coft what it will; and

.when it has once been obtained, it is inconceivable

with what care it is preferved. ~ If it happen to be

-any inanimate thing, they are more at eafe; but

if an animal, its death occafions a furprizing
anxiety.

The affair becomes ftill more ferious, fhould any
_one take it into his head to dream that he cuts the
throat of. another, for he will certainly accomplifh
it if he can; but woe to him, in his turn, fhould
-a third peri?rdream that he revenges the dead.
They may; however, eafily extricate themfelves
from {uch difficulties, provided they have prefence
“of ‘mind immediately to oppofe to fuch a dream
another which contradiéts it. ¢ I plainly fee”,
fays the firft dreamer, in that cafe, “ that your

_ ¢ fpirit is ftronger than mine, fo let us mention

« jt no more.” They are not all, however, fo ea-
fily brought to' relinquifh their purpofe; but
there are few who may not be fatisfied, or in other
words, have their genius appeafed by fome {mall
prefent.

I do not know whether religion has any fhare in
what is commonly called tbe fefiival of dreams,
to which the Iroquois and fome others have with
more propriety, given the appellation of tbe surn-
ing of tbe bead. This is a fort of Bacchanalian ce-
remony which commonly lafts fifteen days, and
is celebrated towards the end of winter. There is
no fpecies of folly which is not then committed 5
every one running from cabbin to cabbin, difguifed
in a thoufand dig'crent fhapes, all of them equally

' ' ' “*  ridiculoug
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ridiculous, breaking and deftroying every thing,
. no one daring to oppofe them. Whoever would
avoid fuch a confufion] and not' be expofed to all
the outrages he muft fuffer on this occafion, ought
to take care to abfent himfelf. The moment any
of thofe Bac¢hanalians meet ‘with any one he gives
him his dream to interpret, which "if he does, it
is certainly at his own coft, as he is obliged to
procure whatever be hasdreamed of. The feftival
ended, every thing”is reftored, a great feaft is
made, when they are {olely intent on repairing the
damages during the mafquerade, which are moft
commonly far from being inconfiderable ; for this
" is likewife one of thofe oppottunities which
are “waited for in filence, in order to give a .
. hearty ‘drubbing to thofe, from whom they
imagine they have received any affront: but
the feaft being over, every thing is to be for-
gotten. : ' '

1 find a defcription of one of thefe feftivals in
the jourmal of a miffionary, who was, contrary
to his inclination, fpectator of'. one of them-‘at
Onnontague. This was proclaimed 22d of Febru-

. ary, the proclamation being made by the elders,
with as much formality as if it had been an affair
of State. This was fcarce over, when men, wo-
men, and children were running about almoft en-

- tirely naked, although it was then intollerably
cold. At firft they vifited every cabbin, then they
wandered . about for fome time on all fides, with-
out knowing whither they went, or what they
would-be at; ohe would have taken them for fo
many drunken perfons or madmen, whom fome
fudden tranfport of fury had driven befides them-
felves. - \ :
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Many were fatisfied with having indulged thems
felves in this piece of folly, and appeared no more.
But the reft refolved to make ufe of the privilege of
the feftival, .during which they are reputed as pera
fons out of their fenfes, and confequently as mnot
accountable for'what they do, and accordingly em-

‘brace fuch opportunity of revenging their private

quarrels, which on this occafion they did moft ef-
tectually. Upon fome they threw water by whole
pail-fulls, which freezing immediately pierced with
cold thofe upon whom it fell. On others they
threw hot afhes, or all manner of filth; fome
threw fire-brands or burning coals at the head of
the firft perfon they met; others deftroyed every

~ thing in the cabbins, fell upon thofe to whom

they bore any grudge or fpite, and lodded. them
with blows. In order to be delivered” from this

- perfecution, it was neceffary to guefs their dreams,

of which it was frequently impoffible to have any :

- manaer of conception.

The miffionary and his companion were often

“on the point of being more than bare fpetators of

this extravagance : one of-thofe madmen went in«
to a cabbin where they had feen them take refuge

.at the beginning of the fray. Luckily for them
“they had juft:left it, otherwife there is reafon to

believe, this furioys fellow would-have done them
a mifchief. Difconcerted by their retreat,  he cried
out that he wanted fomebody to guefs his dream,
and that he would be fatisfied on the fpot: Some
delay being made he faid, I will kill a French-
man; immediately the owner of the cabbin threw
him a French coat,. which he ran through in feve-
ral places, = . ,
Veu ll. (/| M , The
Lo .
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Then the perfon who had thrown him the coat,
falling in his turn into a fury, cried out that he
would revenge the French, and that he would re-
duce the whole village to afhes: He began by
fetting fire to his.own cabbin in which this {cene had
paffed, and every body having left it, he fhut him-
felf up init” The fire which was kindled in fe-
veral places had nort as yet brok_c our, whenone of
the miffionarics appeared and was going to enter it,
when being told what had happened, and fearing

. what might happen to his hoft, he broke open the
door, laid hold cn the Indian, turned him out,
_extinguifhed the fire, and fhut himfelf up in the
cabbin. His hoft in the mean time ran through
the whole village, crying out that he would fetit
on firs: adog was then thrown to him, in hopes
that he would fatiate his rage upon this animal, but

"-he faid, this ‘was ftill not fufficient to repair the

_ affront that had beea done him, by killing a French-
‘man in his cabbin ; upon which they threw hima
fecond which he cut in picces, and hi. tranfport
immediately ceafed. '

. This man had a brother, who had a2 mind to play
~ his part likewife. He drefled himfelf nearly in
the fame manner as the fafyrs are reprefented, being
covered all over from head to foot with the leaves
of maize: he cavfed equip two women like me-
gxras, their faces being blacked, their hair dithevcl-
ed, a wolf’s (kin over their body, and a ftake in their
hands. Thus efcorted he went through all the
cabbins, crying out and howling with all his might;
he clambered up their roofs, where be played 2
thoufand tricks, with as much dexterity as the moft
experienced rope-dancer could have done, then be
fem forth dreadful cries, as if fome great mmisfor- -
tune had befallen him; afterwards he came down,
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and walked gravely along, preceded by his two
bacchanalians, who being feized with the fame
phrenzy in their turn, overthrew every thin they
met with in their way. Thefe were fcarce reco-
vered from this madnefs or wearied with their part,
when another woman fucceeded in their place, en-
tered the cabbin,in which were the two jefuits, arm-
ed with a mofket, the had juft got by propounding.
adream to be explained, and fung the war fong
making a thoufand imprecations if fhe did nog
make fome prifoners.

A warrior followed clofe after this Amazon,

~bow and arrow in one hand, and in the other abayo;

net. After he had made his throat fore with cry-

ing, he fuddenly fell upon a woman who was not

in the leaft aware of it, held his bayonet to her

throat, feized her by the hair, cut off a handful of

it, and fo went off. Next appeared a juggier hold-

ing in his hand a ftaff adorned with feathers, by

means of which he boafted that he could diving

the moft fecret and hidden tranfa&ions. An In,

dian accompanied bearing a vafe filled with I know-
not what liquor, of which he gave him to drink

from time to time ; the quack had no fooner put

it to his lips than he thruft it from him again,
‘blowing on his hands and ftaff, and at each"
time divining all fuch riddles as were propofed

to him. o : ' ’

Two women came afterwards, giving it to be
underftood, that they wanted fomething. One of
them immediately fpread on the ground a mauerefs,
by which it was diyined that fhe wanted fome fith,
which were accordingly given her. The other car-
ried a mattock in her hand, by which they con-
ceived fhe wanted a field to labout, the was there-

S M2 fore
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fore led without the village, and immediately had
her requeft granted her. A chief had dreamed, as
he faid, of fecing two human hearts: the dream
could not be expliined which caufed univerfal
anxiety ; this perfon made a great deal of noife -
about it, fo thut the feaft was prolonged for a day .
on this account: but all wis.to no purpofe, fo
that he was obliged to be fatisfied. Sometimes
were fcrn companies of armed men, who feemed
as if they were going to engage;  fometimes
troops of dancers, playing all forts of farces, Thi
madnefs lafted four cays, and it appeared that the
©ufua time of it had been abridged, in confideration
of the two jefuits; they, however, committed
fuli as many diforders as they ufed to do in fifteen.
They had morcover this further regard for the mif-
fionaries, as not to difturb them in the exercife of
their tun@ions, nor to hinder the Chriftians from
performing their religious duties. ‘Bug: I have al-
ready faid erough on this article; Fam now feal-
‘Ing my letter, in order to give itto a traveller, who
. Tets out for the colony, and am, &c.
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>
Sequel of the Traditions of the Indians. |

o4 '
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w

_ Fort on.the River St. Jofepb, September 14, 1721, g}
Madar, R -k
[YT is now three days fince I fet out from this ' ﬁ:
place for Chicagou, by coafting along the fouth 50y
thore of lake Michigan ; but we found the lake a
fo ftormy that we réfolved to return hither and to 5.5
feck out fome other way to reach Louifiana. Our ¢ 5
departure is fixed on the 16th, and I am going to - 44
make ufe of this delay. of two days to continue my AL
account of the cuftoms and traditions of our Ame- il
ricans. s
g | 3 1{le
The Indians, with refpe@ to what I have been . - g

fpeaking of in my laft letter, acknowledge only
the power of the good genii, and none but wizards
and fuch as have recourfe to witchcraft, are held
to have any commerce with evil fpirits; and it is the
women chicfly who exercife this deteftable profef-
fion. Their profefied jtﬁglcrs not only do not ex-
‘ M 3 o ercife

4
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ercife it.openly. but it is even a particular ftudy
with them, to be able t ftudy witchcraft, and to
hinder its pernicious effe€s.  There is rothing at
Bottom in all 1 have been told on this head bot
mecruqudckery ; forneumes they xtract t e venom
of ferpents, or make u'e of herbs gathered at ccr-
tain times, whiic they are prorouncing cert.in
words, or of animals which are firft ftruncled,
and fome parts of which are uftcrwards thrown
into the fire.

Amongft the Illinois and almoft all the other .

nations, they make fmall figures 0 reprefent thofe
whofe days they have a mird to fhorten, and
<Which they ftab to the heart. At other imes they
ke a ftone, and by means of certain invocatious,
they pretend to form fuch another in the heart of
their enemy. Fam perfuaded this happens but fel-
dom, provided the devil has no fhare in it; they
are, however, in fuch apprehenfion of magivians,
that the leaft fufpicion of exercifing this protettion,
s fufficient to caufe a perfon to be torn to pixces.
Notwithftinding, however, the danger which at-
tends the foliowing this trade, there are every-
where perfons who have no other. And it is even
true, that the moft fenfible and leaft credulous per-
. fons, who have frequented the Indians zgree, that
there is fometimes more than mere conceit in their

magick. >

Now, Madam, i it to be thought, that thefe
infidels are the only perfons who have never had
any intercourfe with the devil? And what other
fnafter befides this wicked fpirit, who was a wur-
derer from the begiiming, cauid have taught fo ma-
ny nations, who have never had any mneercourfe
one with another, an art, which we cannot hold
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as entircly imaginary, without . contradi®ing the

holy fcriptures? We muoft therefore confefs, *
that the infernal powers have fome agents upon

carth, but that God has preferibed very narrow

limits to their malignity ; and if - he fometimes

permits us to feel the effects ot the power be hath

thought proper to fuffer them to poliefs, it is only

in order to manifeft his juftice and miercy.

Much the fame thing may be faid of the jug-
glers of Canada, who prefefs to have no commerce
but with, what they cal!, the benevolent genii, and
by whofe means they boaft of knowing what pafles
in the moft ditant countries, and in the remoteft
futurity ; of being able to difcover the fource and
nature of the moft hidden difeafes, "and of having
the fecret of curing them ; to difcern the part that

.- is to be taken, in the moft perplexed affairs; to

explain the moft obfcure dreams; to- make the
moft difficult negociations prove fuccefstpl; -and
laftly, to render the gods propitious té" warriors
and hunters. Thefe pretended good genii are like
all the gods of Paganifm, real devils, which re-
ceived that homage which is due to God alone, and
whofe illufions are ftill more dangerous than thofe
of the evil genii, as they contribute to retain their
adorers in their blind devotion.

It is beyond all doubt, that amongft their agents
the moft audacious are always the moft refpeéled,
who with a very little addrefs, eafily perfuade rations
born and “brought up in fuperftition. And al-
though theyghave feen -with sheir own cyes the
‘birth of thofe im , ‘yet fhould they enter-
-tain a defire of alcribing to themfelves a fup&rna-
tural birth, they find perfons credulous enough to
: M4 " believe
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believe them on their bare word, as much as jf
they had feen them defcend from heaven, and who
look upon it as a fort of enchanyment, that they
formerly believed them born like other men ; their
artifices are, however, generally fo coarfe and
thread-bare, that there are none befides fools and
children deccived by them, except when they at
in quality of phyficians: for who does not know
when the bufinefs in queftion is the recovery of
one’s health, that the moft exceffive credulity is of
all countries, and even as common, in fuch as
picque themfelves moft on their wifdom as in
thofe whofe underftandings are lefs enlightened ?

After all, Madam, I repeat it, it is difficule
pot to allow, that amongft thefe infidels there are
fome things very capable of deceiving, at leaft, the
mulucude. I have heard perfons fay, whofe vera-
city and wifdom I could not fufpect, that when
thefe impoftors fhut themfelves up in a ftove, in

order to niake themfelves fweat, which is one of =

their moft common preparations for their illufions,
they differ in nothing from the Pythias or fybils,
as the poets reprefent them on the tripod: that they
are feen to fall into convulfions and extacies, to af-
fume a tone of voice, and to perfurm a&ions which
appear beyond human power, and which infpire
‘even thole fpetators ~who have the ftrongeft
difbelief of their impoftures, with a horror and
aftonithment, which they are unable to over-
come,

It is alfo affirmed that they fuffer greatly on
thofe occafions, and that there are fome of them
who are very difficultly prevailed with, and even
though they have been very well paid to deliver
themlelves into the hands of the fpirit which c;)fn-
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vulfes them. But we are not to believe that there
is any thing fupernatural in this, that juft after co-
ming out of thofe violent fweats they plunge into
cold water, and even fomctimes when it is frozen,
without tecling the leaft inconvenience from it.
This is common to them, with all the other Indi-.
ans, and even with other northern nations ®*.  This
is an experiment, which fomewhat difconcerts the
fcience of phyfick, but in which the devil has cer-
tainly no manner of fhare.

It is alfo certain, that their jugglers are too often
true in their predictions, to fuffer us to believe that
they divine at random, and that there pals on
thofe occafions, things which it is almoft impofible
to acccount for, in any natural way. And even
the very pofts with which thefe ftoves were fupgort-
ed, have been feen to bend to. the earth, whilit the
juggler remained motionlefs and without touching
. them, and whillt he fweated and foretold what was to *

happen. The letters of the ancient miffionaries are
filled with fa&s which leave no room to doubt,
that thefe feducers kave a real compaét with the Fa-
ther of deceit and lies. Several Frenchmen have
told me the fame thing, 1 fhall only quote one

paflage which'I have from the fountain-head. -

You have feen at Paris, Madame de Marfon, and
fhe is there flill ; now this is what the Marquis de
Vaudreuil her fon-in-law and our prefent governor
told me this winter, and which he had from this
lady, who is far from being a perfon of a weak
_ mind. She was one day very uneafy about M. de
Marfon, her hufband who commanded at that time

T

. Th;-poct Regnard afures us, in his voyage to Lapponia,
“‘that he has feen the fame thing done in Bozhn%f.
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ina poft in Acadia; he was flill abfent, thougl
~ the time he had fixed for his return was already

paft. An Indian woman feeing Madame de Mar-
fon uneafy, afked her the reafon of it, and ha-
ving learned it, told her, after mufing fome time
on it, not to vex herfelf, that her hufband would
return fuch a day at fuch a hour, naming both,
with a grey hat on his head. As fhe perceived the
lady gave no credit to her predition, fhe return-
ed to her, at the day and hour fhe had affigned, and
afked her whether fhe would not-come to fec her
hufband arrive, and prefled her fo ftrongly to follow
her, that at laft fhe led her to the bank of the ri-
ver. They had fcarce arrived there, when Monf
de Marfon appeared in a canoe, with a grey hat on
his head ; and being told what had pafled, affured
them, that he was utterly at a lofs to conceive
which way the Indian woran could know the day
and hour of his arrival, | :

This example, Madam, with many others which

" T know, and whichlare no lefs certain, prove, that

the devil is fometimes concerned in the magick of
the Indians ; but it belongs only, fay they, to the
jugglers to make the evocations, when the bufinefs
is ot publick concern. It is pretended that all the
Algonquins and Abenaquis, formerly, practifed a

- kind of pyromancy, the whole myftery of whichis
.as follows. They reduced to a wery fine F'owder
- fome charcoal, made of cedar, they difpofed this

powder in their own manner, and afterwards fet fire

' toity and by the form which the fire took whilf
" it ran along this powder, they pretended to
~ difcover what théy wanted to know. They add,

that the Abenaquis, when they were converted
to Chriftianity, had much difficulty in renoun-
S . : cing
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sugh _cing this ufage, which they looked upon as' a
‘eady very innocept way. of knowing what paffed at a
Mar- diftance. ) :
1 ha- : .
time I have never heard .it faid whether fuch private
ould perfons, as were inclined to poficis fuch fecrets,
>oth, were under any neceffity of pafling any trial at their
i the initiation ; but profeffed jugglers are never in-~"
‘urn- vefted with this charaéter, - by which they enter in-
. and to a kind of compact with the genii, and which
- her renders their perfons venerable, till atter they have
llow . prepared themfclves by faftings, which they carry
> - i to a great leng'h, during which thegware_ inceflanc-
onf, ly beating the drum, thouting, howling, finging B
ton - and fmoaking. The inftallation is afterwards made g
ared in a kind of Bacchanalian feftival with ceremonies . ue
eive fo very extravagant and accompanied with fuch - ﬁi;‘n
day tranfports of fury, that one would imagine the de- it
vil took poffeffion of their bodily organs, from that )
moment. - ' . o
Jich . o :"t
-hat They are, notwithftanding, the minifters of thofe - ‘ *:V '
" of pretended ‘gods, only in as much as they make - S
the known to men their will, and ferve themn as inter- . S A
nefs preters 5 for if we might give the appellation of . = HEE
the facrifices, to the offerings which thefe nations pay AR
da to their divinities, their priefts are always different f
his from their jugglers: thefe in all publick cere- T
der " monies are the chiefs, and in domeftick occurren- &
his ces, it.is generally the father of the family, or in
firr . M hisabfence the moft confiderable perfon in the cab-
ilft bin) who performs this function. But\the chief
to occupation of the jugglers, at leaft that by which
id, they get moft profit is phyfick: they exercife 2
ied this art by principles, founded on the know- ' e
n- S , : - - fedge. - e
ng ' 3
. ’ {r’.
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ledge of fimples, on experience, and as is done

every where elfe, on the circumftances of the cafe,
t very\rarely without a mixture of fuperftition

and quackery, of which the vulgar are conftantly
the dupes.

There is, perhaps, no fet of men in the\world
more fo to thele impoftures, than the Indians,
though there are very few who are under lefs ne-
ceflity of having recourfe to phyfick. They are

" not only almoft all of a found and robuft confticu-
tioh, but were utterly unacquainted with moft of
the| difeafes to which we are fubje&, before we had
‘commerce with them. They knew not what the
fmajl-pox ‘was when they got it from us, and we

. can| only attribute the prodigious ravages it has

made amongft them to their ignorance. The gout,

the gravel, ftone and apoplexy, with a number of
othet evils fo common in Europe, are not yet

known in this‘part of North-America, at leaft a.

mongft the natives. T

N : ) !

It |is true,  thofe excefles committed in their
feafts), and in: their outrageous faftings, oecafion
" pains|and weaknefles in the breaft and fomach,
which| carry -off great numbers of them; many
young) perfons:alfo die ¢f the confumption, which
they pretend, is a confcquence of the cxceflive
fatigue| and violent exercifes to which they expofe
themfclves from their infancy, and before they are
~ able to fupport them. It is a folly to believe with

fome, that their blood is of a colder nature than
ours, and to attribute to- this, their pretended in-
fenfibility in torments ; but it is extremelybal-
famick, |which proceeds, no. doubt, ‘from their
any falt- or high’ feafonings in their.

. - They
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They feldom look upon a difeafe as purely na-
tural, and amongft the ordinary remedies which
they ufe, there are fome who have the virtue of
curing fimply by themfelves. The great ufe which

they make of their fimples, is for the cure of

wounds, fractures, diflocations, luxations and rup-
rures. They blame the great incifions which our
furgeons make, in order to clean wounds, they
‘exprefs the juice of feveral plants, and with this
compofition, they draw from them all .the matter

and even fplinters, ftones, iron, and in general all .

<extrancous bodies remaining in the wound. Thefe
very juices are alfo the fole nourifhment of the
patient till the wound is clofed: he who probes
it, likewife takes a draught of it before he fucks
the wound, when this operation is neceffary : - but
this rarely happens, and they moft commonly con-

tent themfelves with fyringing the wound with this
liquor. ) : "

All this is in the rules of the art, but as thefe

 people muft always have fomething fupernatural in
-every thing, the juggler often tears the wound .

with his teeth, and afterwards a bit of wood or fuch
like matter, which he took care to conceal in his
mouth, makes the fick perfon believe he extracted
it from the wound, and that this was the charm
which made his difeafe fo dangerous. This muc

~ is certain, that they are in poflffion of fecrets and
- remedies which are admirable. © A broken bone is

immediately fet, and is perfetly folid in eith days
“time,

A-French foldier who was in garrifon in a
fort in Acadia, was feized with the Epilepfy, and
and the fits were become almoft daily and extreme-

- ly violent : an Indian woman that happened to be

prefent at one of his fits, made him two bolufes
of a pulverifed root, thc name of which. the did
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not difclofe, and defired that one inight be given
him at his next fit, told him that he would fwea;
much, and that .he would have large ‘evacuations
both by vomiting and ftool, and added, that if the
firlt bolus did not erftirely cure him, the fecond cer-
tainly would : the thing happened as fhe had fore.
told ; thé patient had, indeed, a fecond fit, bur
-this was his lalt. He from that day enjoyed 2
. perfect ftate of health. '

Thefe people have alfo fpeedy and fovereign re-
medies againft the palfy, dropfy, and venereal com-
plaints. The rafpings of guiacum and faffafras are
their common fpecificks againft thefe laft com-

laints ; of thefe they make a draught which is -
th a cure and prefervative, provided it be made
conftant ufe of. In acute difeafes, fuch as the pleu-
rify, they fall to work on the fide oppofite to that
where the pain is; to this they apply drawing ca- -
taplafms, and which -hinder it from ‘fettling. In
fevers they ufe cooling lotions with decoions of -
berbs, and. by this means prevent inflamimations
* and delirioufoefs. They boaft above all things ‘of-
their {kill in dieting, which according to them.
" confifts in abftaining from certain aliments which -
they reckon detrimental. :

_ They were formerly uhacquainted with the me-
" thod of bleeding, which they fupplied by |fcari-
ficitions of “the parts affc@ed: they afterwards
applied a fort of' cupping-glaffles made of . gourds,
and  Slled with combuftible matters to  which
they fex fire. The ufe of: caufticks, and uftu-
lations, were all familiar to ‘them; ‘but #

. they had no- knowledge of the lunar cauftick,

they made ufe of rotten wood in. its place. At -
- 'prefent, bleeding alone is fubftituted inftead of ?u ,
S o 1 - oo thefe,
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thefe. In the northern parts they made much ufe
of glifters, a bladder was their inftrument for this
purpole. They have a remedy for the bloody-flux
which feldom or never fails; thisis a juice ex-
prefled from the extremities of cedar branches af-
ter they have been well boiled.

But their gfand remedy and prefervative againft
all evils, is fweating. I juft told you, Madam,

" that the moment after coming out of the ftove,

all parts of| the body, they throw themfelves into
the river ;| if this happens to be at too great a dif-
tance, they caufe themfelves to be fprinkled with
the coldeft water. They often fweat only to refreth
themfelves, to calm their minds and to render them

and even w/\ilﬁ the fweat is ftill running down from

fieey for fpeaking on publick affairs. The mo- » _

ment a ftranger arrives in any of their cabbins, they
make a fire for him, rub his feet with oil, and
immediately conduét him ‘into a ftove where his
hoft k¢eps him company. - They have another ve-
ry fingular method of provoking fweat, which is
made ufe of in ccrtain difeafes:  this confifts in',.
extending the patient on a couch raifed a little a-
bove the ground, under which are boiled in a ket-
tle, the wood of the hiccéry tree and the branches

. of pine. The vapour which proceeds from it pro-
.- duces a moft profufe fweat : they alfo pretend that

the fmell: of. it is extremely wholfome; the
- fweat by means of a ftove, and which is pro-

cured by the vapour arifing from the water,
poured upon red-hot flints, is without this_ad-
vantage. - ‘ . : o
- ) -

In Acadia no difeafe was thought worth their

notice, till the patient had entirely loft his appe-
Y _ tite;;
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- tite ;- and feveral nations are ftill in the fame er-
ror : and whatever fort of fever a perfon happens
to be feized with, if they incline to eat, he is never
allowed any particular diet, but muft eat of fuch food
as the reft.”  But as foon as the difeafe appears dan-
gerous, that is to fay, when the perfon rejects all
kind of nourithment, they treat it with much at-
rention. It is true, the principles on which the
fcience of phy(ic among the Indians is founded,
are altogether extraordinary, and they refufe a fick
man nothing he afks for, from a belief that the
defires of a perfon in this condition, are fo many
orders from the genius who watches for his pre-
fervation ; and in calling their jugglers it is lefs
from any perfuafion of their abilities, than from
a fuppofition that they are better. able to know
of the fpirits, the caufe of the evil, and the -
remedies that arc to be applied for the cure

of it
’)<ey are moreover unwilling to have any thing
to reproach themielves with, death feems to lofe 2
part of its terror, even when' it follows on the heels
of the remedies, of which it is a natural confe-
quence.. Our Indians are in this fubje to -the
common law of humanity, and to the general pre-
judice which has obtained in all ages and nations;
and . they are, in my opinion the more excufable,
~ for carrying their credulity to fo great a length;
" becaufe, as thcy find fomething fupernatural
in all difeafes, and ds their phyfick confifts
in ‘a mixture of religion, ‘they therefore be-
lieve themfelves lefs under any .obligati&: to
reafon about it; and make it a facred duty, to
abandon themfelves to the guidance of blind
chance. . A
' » A
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" A Tick perfon ofren takes it into his head that
his difeafe is owing to witchcraft, in which cafe
their whole atter.tion is_employed in difcovering
it, which is the jugglerls province. This per-
fonage begins with caufing himfelf to be f{weat-

ed, and aiter he has quite fatigued himfelf with

fhouting, brating himfelf, and invoking his ge-
nius, -the firft out of the way thing that comes
into his head, is that to which he attributes the
caufe of the difeafe. There are fome who, be-
fore they enter the ftove, take a draught of a com-
pofition very proper, fay they, for difpofing them
to receive the divine impulfe, and they pretend
that the advent of the fpirit, is made manifeft
by a rufhing wind, which fuddenly arifes; or
by a bellowing heard under gréund; or by the
agitation “and fhaking of the ftove. - Then full of

‘his pretended divinity, and more like a perfon

pofieffed by the devil than one infpired of heaven,
he pronounces in a pofitive tone of voice on the
ftate of the patient, and fometimes guefies tolerably
jutt. ' ;

The fraternity of quacks have devifed a very
fingular method of exempting themfelves from
being refponfible for events. ~As foon as they.
fee the patient in danger of dying, they.never
fail to give a prefcription, the execution of which
is fo difficult, as to be almoft impoffible to per-
form with any degree of exaltncfs, fo that they
eafily find fome omiffion to juftify themfelves. -
Itis fcarce conceivable what-extravagancies they

- prefcribe on thofe occafions; fome - patien:s

they order” to counterfeit madnefs ;. in certain
difcafes they prefcribe dances, generally extreme-
Vou. 11 N ly
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ly lafcivious, and one would almoft alway
think, that they meant not fo much to cure
as to kill the patient: but what proves the power

of imagination over men is, that thefe phyficians*

"~ with all their abfurdities cure to the full as often

as our own, P

In fome countries, when the patient is defpaired
of, they difpatch him to keep him from lan-
guithing. In the canton of Onnontague they
put to death young children'’ who have Ioft
their mothers before they are weaned ; they
even bury them alive with them, from a per-
fuafion that no other woman could fuckle them,
and that they would languifh away their lives;
I do not, however, know whether ‘they have not

lately renounced this barbarous cuftom. Others ,

abandon their fick, the moment they are given

_over by the phyficians, and leave them to die

of hunger and thirft. And fome there are who,
in order to hide the contortions of vifage in the
dying perfon, fhut his eyes and mouth, as foon as

‘ he begins to be in agony. =

VN
- S
w T .

In Accadia the quacks were called Autmoins,
and’ it was commonly the chief of the village

who was invefted with this dignity. Thus they had

much ‘more authority than the other jugglers, al-
though they were neither poffeflfed of greater
abilities nor lefs impoftors. When they happen-
ed to be called upon to vifit a patient, they firft
infpected him for a confiderable time, after which
they breathed upon him. If this produced no-

thing, < of certainty,” faid they, ¢ the devil is-

¢ within him; he ‘muft; however, very foon

, . g

ref
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« go out of him; but let every one be upon -
¢ his guard, as this wicked fpirit will, if he can
« out of fpite, attack fome here prefent.” They
then fell into a kind of rage, were fhaken
with agonies, fhouted out aloud, and threat-
ened the pretended demon; they fpoke to him 7
as if they had feen him with their eyes, made fe-
veral paffes at him, as if they wou'd ftab him,
the whole being only intended to conceal their im-
pofture. -

On entering the cabbin they take care to fix
into the ground a bit of wood, to which a
cord is made faft; They afterwards prefent
the end of the cord to the fpetators inviting
them at the fame time to draw out the bit of
wood, and as fcarce any one ever fucceeds in

" it, they are fure to tell him that it is the de- -
vil who holds it; afterwards making as if he
would ftab this pretended devil, they loofen by
litle and little the piece of wood, by raking
up the carth round it, after which they eafily
draw it up,- the crowd all the while crying
out, A miracle! To the underpart of this piece
of wood, was faftened a little bone, or {6me
fuch thing,” which was not at firft perceived,

“and the quacks fhewing it to the company :
 Behold,” cried they, ‘ the caufe of the dif-
“ eafe, it was neceffary to kill the devil to

q

“ get at it.”

This farce lafted three or four hours, after
which the phyfician ftood in need of reft and
refrefhment; he went away affuring them, that
-t . - N 2 : the
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the fick perfon would infaliibly be cured, pro-
vided the difeafe had not already got- the bet-
tey; that is to fay, provided the devil before
his retreat, had not given him  his death’s
. wound. The bufinefs was to know whether he
had or not. This the autmoin pretended to
-difcover by dreams, but he took care never to
fpeak clearly, till he faw what turn the difeaf:
took. On perceiving it incurable, he went away,
every one likewife after his example abandon-
ing the patient. If after three days were ex-
pired, he were ftill alive: ¢ The devil,” faid
the phyfician, ¢ will neither allow him to be
¢ cured; nor fuffer him to die; you muft
¢ out of- charity put an-end to his days”
Immediately the greateft friend of the patient
went to fetch cold water and poured it upon
his face till he expired. The enchantment
was fuch, that befides making vaft - acknow-
ledgemépts to the autmoin, for his extraordi-

nary care and attendance, they alfo largely gra-
tified him. S ' ’

Some fouthern nations have quite ‘contrary
maxims, and never pay the .phyfician till after
the cure is performed ; and if the patient hap-
pen to die, the phyfician who attended him, is
in danger of his life. According to the Iroquois,
every,_ difeafe is a defire of the foul, and people
die only becaufe this defire has not been fatis-
fied. I muft now. conclude, Madam, becaufe
tie article of the dead would Tead me too far,
and betaufe every thing is getting ready for
my-departure 3 1 fhall probably very fooil.fmd

- : eifure
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leifure to write you again, but with very little
profit to you, as from hence to the country of
the Illinois, there is is no likelihood of my meet-
ing with any opportusity of forwarding my let-
ter to you ; fo that if I write you before my ar-
rival there, you will, perhaps, receive it at the
fame time with that I fhall write you, when ‘
am at my journey’s end. -

I am, &ec.







3

LETTER XXVL

Departure Jrom the Fort of the River St. ]ofeph
Sources of the Theakiki: What paffes at the
Death of the Indians; of - their Funerals and
Tombs. Of their Mourning and Wzdowbood
of tbe Feftival of the Dead.

Source of the River Theakiki, September 17, 1721,
Madam, ) | |

Y &id not imagine I fhould have fo foon taken

'I up my pen agaig, to write you; but my guides

have juft now broken their canoe, and I am de-

" tained-a whole day in a place that-affords nothing

. to attra& the curiofity of a traveller, fo that I can-

_not-do better, than employ my leifure time in en-
deavourmo to divert you. .

1oy ,

Ibeheve I gave you to underftand in “my laft, B
thee I had two routs to chufe, in order to.gain the - o
country of the Illinois; the fitft was-by returning SR

to lake Michigan, coafting. along the fouthern
_coaft, and entering the fxttlc river of Chlcagou.
Afier afcendmg(ﬁve or fix leagues up this river,
“there is a paﬁage to"that of the Illmo's, bv ‘means

© '\i
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1 ' ’ V a‘
» -~ ’ . ' : ’ ‘L;‘_
= : : i
¥ =




(184 )

of two carrying places, the longeft of which is not
above a league and a quarter; but being inform-
ed «hat at this feafon ot the year, there is not wa-
ter {ufficient for a canoe, | “have taken the other
route, which has likewife its mconvemcncws, and
is far from being fo agreeable, but it is more
-certain,.

I departed yefterday from the fort of the giver
St. Jofeph, and failed up that river about fix
leagues. I went a(hore on the right, and. walked
a league and. a quarter, firt along the water-fide,
and afterwards acrofs a field in an immenfe mea-
dow, entirely covered with copfes of wood, which
produce a very fine effect; it is called the mea-
dow of the Buffaloes bead, becaufe it is faid a head
of that animal of a monftruous {ize was once found
there. Why might not there have been giants a-
mong the brutes? I pitched my tent on a very
beautiful fpot, called tbe Fort of the Foxes, becaufe
_ the foxes, that is to fay, the Outagamies had not
longdgo a-willage there, which was fortified after
their fa{hxon.

Thxs morning I walked a leaaue farther in the
meadow, having my fect almoﬁ always in the wa-
ter ; afterwards I met with a kind of pool or marfh
which had a communication with feveral others of
different fizes, but the largeft not above a hundred
paces in circuit. Thefe are the fources of the river
. Theakiki, which by a.corrupted pronounciation our
Indians call Kiakiki. Theak fignifies a wolf, in I
do not remember what language, but this river
bears that name, becaufe the Mahingans, who
are likewife called the wolves, had. formerly taken

oz
refuge on its banks. a—

. We.'
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We put our canoe which two men had camed
thus far into the fecondof thofe fprings, “and
we c¢mbarked ourfelves, but we had fcarce water
fufficient to keep her afloat.” Ten men would in
two days make a ftreight and navigable canal, which
would fave a great deal of trouble and ten or twelve
leagues of way ; for the river at its fource is fo
very narrow, and .fuch fhort turns muft of “necef-
fity be conftantly made, that there is danger. of
damage every moment to the canoe, as has juft
now happened to us. But we fhall now yeturn to
the Indians, and after having feen in what manner
they are treated during ﬁcknefs, we fhall take a
view of them whillt they are a-dying, and of what
paffcs after their death. -

~ For the moft part,:when they believe themfelves -
paft hopes of recovery, they pat on a refolution
truly ftoical, and even fee their death haftened by .
thofe perfons who are deareft to them, without tef-
tifying the leaft chagrin. No fooner has the phy-
fician pronounced fentence on a dying perfon, .
than' he makes an effort to harrangue thofe who
are about him. If he is the head of a family, he
makcs his funegal oration before-hand, which he
concludes ‘with giving his children the beﬂ: advice
heé can; afterwards he takes his leave of every
body, gives orders for a feaft, in which all the
provifions remaining in the cabbin muft be con-
fumed, and laflly, receives prefents from his fa-
mily:

While thxs pafles, they cut: the throats of all thc
dogs they can catch, that the fouls of thefe ani-
mals may- give information to the people in the o-
tner WOrld that fuch a-perfon is {foon coming to
join them ; anu they throw all their bodies into s the
kettle in orcer to encreafe the feaft. The repaft

being
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~ being over, they bogin their lamentations, which

are mterrupted with taking their lalt farewel]
the dyrr.ag perlon, wifhin_g kim a'good voyage,
comforting him on his feparation from his

- friends and relations, ard affuring him that hjs

r

children will aintain all the glory he hus ac-
quired.

It -muft be confefled, Madam, that the indif-
fercnce “with whicn thefe peuple face death, hag
fomething admirabie in it; and this ‘is fo uni-
verfal that an Indian has feidom been known to be
uncafy, on being infermed that he has but a_few
hours to live;  the fame genius and principle pre-.
vail every where, - though the ufages with refpeét to
what I have been now relating vary greatly in the
different mations. Dances, fongs, invo-ationsind

- feafts-are every where prefcribed by the phyficians,

_ remedies almoft ail of them more likely;- adcording

- . . - . .
to our notions, to kill a man in perfet health,
than to recover a fick perfon. In fome places they
are contented with having recourfe to ‘the fpirits,

- who, if the patients recover their health, have

all the honour of the cure, but the fick petfon is
always the moft unconcerncd about his fate, .

- _ -
On the-other hand, if thefe people fhow little

_judgcment in_the manner of their treating the fick,

it muft be confeffed that they belrave with regard
to the dead, with a generofity and an affecion
that cannot be too much admired. Some mothers
have beén known to preferve for years together the
€orpfe of their children, and others to draw the

'}mil_k from their breafts and fprinkle it on their -
" graves. If a village in which there are anydead - .-

corps happens to be fet on fire, the firft thing done

is to remove them to-a place of fafety: they ftrip ~ |

4 thenifelves

o
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themfelves of every thing moft valuable about
them, in order to adorn the-deceafed : they open

TZ' their coffins from time to time, in order to change
i .their habits ; and they take vituals from their
s mouth, in order’ to carry them to their graves, and
- to the places where they imagine thei: {ouls refort.
| In a word they are much more expenfive upon the
dead than the living -
; As foon as the fick perfon has fetched his laft
i breath, fl}c whole: cabbin refounds with lamenta-
s tions, which continues as long as the family-is-in a
W condition to furnifh_the expence; for open table
.. muft be képt during all that time. The carcafs
t0 adorned with its fineft robe, the face painted, the
1 _arms of the deceafed, with every thing he poffef-
d fed laid by his fide, is expofed at the gate of the
s, ‘cabbin,-in the fame pofture in which. he is to lie in
o ~ tiie tomb, and that is in many places, the fame
N ‘with that of a child in the womb. It is cuftoma-
}2 - ry among fome nations for the relations of the de-
s  ceafed to faft ill the funeral is over, all which in-_
it " terval is paft in weeping and howling, in regaling all
s .. thofe who vifit them, in making the elogium of the _
“dead, and in reciprocal corfipliments. Amongft - - -
- other nations they hire mourners, who acquit them=-"
e fetves perfectly well of their duty. They fing,-they
. dance and-weep inceffantly, and always in cadence;;
R " but this outward fhow-of borrowed grief is niot pre-
a - -judicial tothat- which - nature exacts, from the re-
s -7 lations of the deceafed. : :
o . . R ‘:4‘: Lo 2
‘2 It appears to'the that they carry the corps to the
ir " .place of burial witheut any ceremony, at leaft I have’
4 - found pothing upon this head in any relation; but-
e - when they are once in the grave, they take caf¢to
P~ cover them in"fuch manner that the earth does not
. A T touch ™~

- . . . - .
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touch them: fo that they iie as in-a cell cntlrely
covercd with fkins, much nicher and better adorned
than any of their cabbins. A poft is aftefvard,
erected, on which they fix every thin o capable of
exprefling the efteem in which t'..y heid the de-

— -i'—ae‘eafcd ‘His portrait is fometimes placcd upon it,

with whatever elfe can ferve to make’ pafleng-rs
acquainted with his ftate and condition, “and figni-
fy the moft remarkable actions of his life. - Fremh
provifions are carried to the place every morning

and as the dogs and other beafts do not fail to takc

_advantage of this, they would fain (pcrfuadc them-

felves that it is the foul of the decea cd who come;

T to take fome refre[hment. S

After thls, it is not to be wondered at if the In-
dians believe in apparitions: in fact they have
numberlefs ftories of that kind. - I have feen a poor
‘man; who merely by the ftrength of héaring them .
talked of, imagined he had always atroop of dead

~men at his hcels; and as people took*a pleafure in~

terrifying him, "he at laft became ftark mad. Af-
ter, however, acertain term of years, they ufe as
much precaution to cfface the remembrances of
thofe they have loft from their .minds, as they had
before taken care to preferve it, and this they do
entirely o put an end to the gncf they felt on that
occafion.

Some of our miffionaries afkc'dv of ‘thcir converts,
one day, why they deprived themfelves of the moft
neceflary things. in_faveur of their dead? ‘It
s, anfwcred they, ¢ not only to teftify to our.
o ne:ghbqurs the love we bore them, but likewife
to prevent our having always before our eyes, -
¢ objets, which - being conﬂantly ufed by them,
“ muft mccﬁ'antly renew our gncf *Ttis hchfjf

- or
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for this reafon, they refrain during a certain time -
from mentioning their .names; and that, if any
other of the family hears it, he quits it all the time

~ the mourning contirucs. This likewife is probab
the reafon, why the highéft affront that can be of-
; fered to- any one, is t» tell him: - 2our father is
dead, or Your mutker is dead. - ’

~ When an Indian dies in the time of hunting,
- his body is expofed on a very high fcaffold, where
it remains til the departure of the company, who
carry it with them to'the village. - There are¥ome
~ nations who ha-e the fame cuftom, with refpect to
all their dead ; and 1 have feen it praltifed among \j

" the Miffifaguez at the Narrows. The bodies—of-
thofe who are killed in war are burnt, and the athes
carried back, in order to be depofited in the fe-
pulchres of their anccftors. Thefe fepulchres, -
mong thofe nations who are beft fixed in their -
" “fettlements, are a fort of burial grounds near the
village. Others inter their dead in the woods at. -
the toot of fome tree, elfe dry them, and preferve
them in boxes till the feftival of the dead, of which
1 fhall prefently fay fomewhat; but in fome
other places, a ceremon:al ridculous enough is. -
put in prattice, with refpect to thofe who have
been drowned or ftarved to death by the cold.

Before I enter on the dhcdfcription of it, it will be
proper to take notice, Madam, that the Indians -
gZiiEve when fuch accidents happen, that the ]‘eg_l;/
are angry, and will not be appealed till thebodies 7
are found. Then the prelimmaries of weeping, -/
dancing,-finging and fealting be{ng firft over, the. -
body is carried to the burial-place, or if that 1s at
too great a diftance, to _the place where it is to re-

— main s
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main till the feftival of the dead. A very large
. ditch is dug here, and a fire kindled. Then the
young men approach the carcafe, cut the fieth from
thofe parts which had been marked out by the maf-
ter of the ceremonies, and throw it into the fire,
together with the bowels.  During this whole
operation, the women and efpecially the relations
of the deceafed, continue turning round thofe who
are at work, exhorting them to acquit themfelves
well of their duty, and putiing grains of porcelain
in their mouths; as we do fugar plums in the
mouths of children, when we would have-them do
any particular thing.

“The burial is followed by prefents, which are
made to the family afflited, and this is called
covering the dead.  Thefe prefents are made in name
of the village, and fometimes in that of the na-
tion. ‘The allies likewife fend prefents at the death
of confiderable perfons. But before this, the fa-
mily of the deceafed make a feaft in his name,
accompanied with games, for which prizes are pro-
pofed. There are a fort of jufts or tournaments
carried on in this manner: one of their chiefs
throws upon the tomb three buttons, about a foot
in length, a young man, a woman and a girl take
cach of them one, and thofe of the fame age, fex
and condition endeavour to wreft them out of
their hands. The perfons with whom they remain
are ;eckoncd the conquerors. There are likewife

races, and lometimes they fhoot at a mark; ina .

word, by a cuftom eftablithed through all Pagan
antiquity, an action wholly melancholy in itfelf,
concludes with fongs and .thouts-of victory.

It is true, the family of the deceafed take no
part in thefe rejoicings ; but on the contrary{ ob-
erve
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ferve in their cabbin after the obfequies are over, a
mourning the laws of whith are very fevere. They
muft have their hair cug off, and their faces black-
ed; they muft have their head in an erett pofture,
their head wrapped up in a covering, without Jook-
ing upon any one, making any vifits, or eating
any thing hot 5 but muft deprive themfelves of all
pleafures, having fcarce any clo.thing on their
bodies, and never warming themfelves, even in
the midft of winter. After this grand mourning

they begin another more moderate, which lafts -

for two or three years longer, but which may yet
be mitigated a little; but nothing prefcribed is
ever difpenfed with, without the permiffion of the
cabbin, to which the widow and widower belong’;
and thefe permiffions as well -as the conclufion of
the mourning, are always attended with a feaft.

Laftly, they are not at liberty, by the laws of
widowhood, to engage in fecond nuptials, without
the .confent of thole on whom they depend. And
thould there be no hufband found for the widow,
the is very little concerned about it, in cafe fhe has
male children old enough to provide for her fup-
port ; _fhe may ftill remain in the ftate of widow-
 hood without fear of being reduced to want. If
fhe-has a mind to marry again, fhe is at liberty to
chufe’ for herfelf, and the perfon fhe marries be-
comes the father to her f .rmer children, enters into
all the rights, and is fubject to all the obligations of
the firk hufband. A hufband never weeps for
the lofs of a wife; tears in the opinion of the In-
dians, being looked upon as unworthy of men;
but this does not hold true amongft all the nations.

The women, on the contrary, bewail their huf-
bands a year; are eternally invoking him, and fill

the villages with their cries and lamentations, and .

i efpecially
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efpecially at the rifing and fetting of the fun, at
noon, and in fome parts when they go forth to ticir
labour or return from it. Mothers mourn in mucj
the fame manner for their children. The chiefs

mourn for fix months only, after which they are"

free to marry again. Y

Laﬁly, the firft and oftermmt:s the only faluta-
tion pald to a friend and even to a ftranger on his
entering their cabbins, is to bewail the relations
they loft fince they laft faw them. They lay their
hand on his head and fignify the perfon they lament,
but without naming him. This is entirely found-

ed on nature, and favours nothing of the barba-.

rian; but what I am going  to relate to you ap-
pears inexcufable in every refpect. This is the

condu¢t which thefe nations obferve, with regard”

to all who have died a violent death, even in war
and in the fervice of their country.

They have taken it into their heads, that the
fouls of thefe perfons in the other world, have no
commerce with the reft; and on this principle

" they burn them or bury them immediately, and -

even fometimes before they are quite dead. = They
never lay them in the common burying-ground,
and allow them no fhare in the grand ceremony,
which is repeated every eight years among fome
nations, and every ten years amongft the Hurons
and Iroquoxs

This is called the feftival of thc dead, or of fouls.

The following is what I have been able to colle&,
and is the moft uniform as well as moft remark-
* able account, of this moft fingular and extraordi-
nary aét of rchglon known .mongft the Indians.
They begin with agreeing upo : the pIacc wkhere the

aliembly

of -
der
ing
anc
pla
de-
n

of

wC

“ler.

to
ed

- an

‘th

th
CC
fil

or

th

ti

f
ir

ir

IO O Pe



(.193 ) ‘
affembly is to be held, afterwards they make choice
of a king of the feaft, whofe bufinefs is to take or-
der for every thing, and to invite the ncighbour-
ing villages. On the day appointed they affemble,
and go in proceffion, two and two to the burial-
place ; there every one falls to work to uncover the
dead bodies, and afterwards they remain fome time
in filenr contemplation of a fpectacle, fo capable
of furnifhing the molt ferious reflettions. The
women are” the firft who break this religious fi-
‘lence, by raifing lamentable cries, which-ftill add

to the horror with which every fpectator is feiz-
ed.

This firt a& ended, they take up the carcaffes
and gather the-dry and loofe bones, with which
"they load the perfons who are appointed to carry
them. They wath fuch bodies as dre not entirely
corrupted, take away the putrid fleth with alj other
filth from them, and wrap them in new robes of
beaver {kins. Afterwards they return in the fame
order they came, and when the proceffion reaches
the village, each perfon depofites his load in his
own cabbin. During the march, the women con-
tinue their wailings, and the men wear the fame
marks of grief, as on the day of the death of the

perfon whofe remains they are thus carrying. This-

fecond act is followed with a feaft in each cabbin,
in honour of the dead of the family,

On the following days there are publick feaft-
ings, which are accompanied, as on the day of the
interment, with dances, games, and combats; for

which there are alfo prizes propofed. From time:

to time they raife certain cries, which they call the
cries of the fouls. They make prefents to the ftran-

gers amongft whom there are fometimes perfons

who have come a hundred and’ fifty leagues off,
- Vor. II, 0] _ and

-
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and receive prefents again from them. They even

- make ufe of thefe opportunities to treat of their

‘common affairs, as the eletion of a chief: al
pafles with a great deal of order, decency and mo-
defty ; and every perfon prefent appears filled with
fentiments proper to the occafion; every thing,
even the very dances and fongs, breath fuch a for-
rowf8l air, that the heart is penetrated with the
moft lively forrow, fo that the: moft indifferent

perfon muft be- ﬁrucL at the ﬁght of this fpec-
'_ mclc

Aftcr fome days have paft, they go in- proceffion
to a Jarge eouncil-room built on purpofe, where
they hano up againft the walls the bones and car-
caffes, in the fame ¢ondition in which’ thcy were
taken up, and they difplay the prefents -deftined
for the dead. If' amongft the rett there happento
be the remains of fome chief, his fucceflor givesa
grand repaft in his name, and figgs his fong. In
feveral places the dead bodies are carsjed from can-
ton to canton, where they are dlways received with
great demonttrations of grief and tendernefs, and
every where prefents are made them :  lattly, they
carry them to the place where they are to remain
~for eternity. But I forgot to tell you, that all thefe
proceflions are to the found of inftruments, ac-
companied with the fineft voices, and that every
' perfon obfcrves an exact cadence in his motion.

This laft and common lacc of burial, is a great
ditch lined with the fineft furs and with whatever
1s moft precious. The prefents deftined for the
dead are Pplaced apart, and in proportion as the pro-
ceffion arrives, each family places itfelf on a kind

of fcaffolds ereéed around the ditch. The moment-

the dead. bodies arg dcpoﬁted the women begin
* their

o
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their cries and lamentations.. Afterwards a}l the fpec-
tators” go down into the ditch, when every one
takes a fmall quantity of earth which he priferves
with the greateft care, from a belief that it brings :
good luck at play. The dead bodies and bones -
are placed in proper order, being covered with new -
furs, over which is a layer of bark, and above aH
are thrown ftones, timber and earth. Every one
afterwards retires to his own home, but the women
continue to return for feveral days to the fame place, -
to depofite fome fagamity by way of. food for the
departed. ‘

Tam, &c.
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LETTER XXVIL

Voypage o Pimiteouy: OFf the river of the Illis

nois ; Receptioni of prifoners of war amongft

" that people. Manner of burning them. Some
" particulars of their manner of living.

" “Prmiteony, OL. 5, t731;
Madam, s _

N the night between the i7th and 18th of

laft month, the froft, which for eight days

before had been pretty fenfible every morning, was

confiderably encreafed ; this was early for the clis

mate in which we were, it being in 40 deg. 40 min,

north latitude. . The following day$ we continued
our voyage, failing from morning till night; béing
favoured by a pretty ftrong current, and {onictimes
by,thc wind ; we made, indéed, a g'i'eaff deal of way,
but yet advanced wvery liftle in our courfe; after
having failed ten or twelve leagues, we often found
ourfeP%cs fo near our laft encampment, that from
the one place to the other we could have féen one
another, or ¢ven converfed together at leaft by means
of a fpeaking trumpet. :
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We were a little comforted for this inconvenience
by the extreme plenty of game on the river and its
banks, which were fattened by the wild oacs then
in their maturity. I likewife gathered fome ripe

grapes, of the fize and figure of a mufket-bail, and

fufficiently tender, but of a bad relith. Thefe-are,
to all appearance, the fame with what are called
Prune Grapes in Louifiana.  The river, by degrees,

~ takes a ftraiter courfe, but its banks are not plea-

- fant till at the diftance of fifty leagues from its

J

fource. It is even throughout that whole fpace

~ very narrow, and as it is bordered with. trees which
! ¢
‘have their roots in the water, when any one hap-
pens to fall it bars up the whole river, and a great

deal of time is loft in clearing a paflage for a
canoe. _

All thefe difficulties being paffed the river at the

diftance of fifty leagues from its fource, forms a

fmall lake, after which it grows confiderably broader.
The country becomes beautiful, confifting of un-

-~ bounded meadows, where buffaloes are to be feer
‘grazing in herds of two or three hundred; but here
- 1t is neceflary- to keep a good look out, for fear of

being furprized by the Sioux and Outagamies, whom

the neighbourhood of the Illinois, their mortal ene-
~ mies draws hither, and who give no more quarter -~

to thofe French whom they happen to meet in their
way. The misfortune is,, that the Theakiki lofes
in depth, in-proportion as<it. encteafes in breadth,
fo that we were often obliged to unload the canoe

“ and travel onfoot, which is never done without fome

danger, by which means I fthould have been greatly
embarraffed, if I had not been furnifhed with an
efcorte at the river St. Jofeph. . - -
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I was not a little furprized at feeing fo little water
in the Theakiki, notwithftanding it receives a good
many pretty large rivers, one of which is more
than 120 feet in breadth at its mouth, and has
been called the River of the Iroguois, becanfe fome
of that nation were furprized on its banks by the
-Tilinois, who killed a great many of them. - This
check mortificd them fo much the more, as,
- they held the Illinois in great contempt, who in-

déed for the moft part are not able to ftand before
them. - )

~ The 24th of September we arrived at the Forks,
that being the name given by the Canadians to the
place where the Theakiki and the river of the Illi-
nois join. This laft, notwithftanding it is fixty

T have feeh a buffalo crofs it, without being -up to
the mid-leg in water. . The Theakiki on the con-
trary, befides, that it brings its waters from' the

river. Here, however, it lofes its hame, without
doubt, becaufe the Illinois having fettled it -infeve-

their own. Being enriched all of a fudden with.

of our rivers in France; and, I caon affure ycu,
Madam, it is not poffible to behold a finer and a
better country than this which it waters, at leaft as
far as the place from whence I write. But it does
- not acquire a depth correfpondent to its breadth, till
fifteen leagues below. the Forks ; though in that in-
~ terval many othet rivers falt into it.

" The largeft of thefe is called Piji’:’_c\oai,“vénd pro-
ceeds from the fine country of the Mafcotins. At
rts mouth is a fall, or a rapid ftream, which is

leagues from its fource is ftill fo very fhallow, that -

diftance of a hundred léégUCs, is a moft beautiful

ral places from the other, have communicated to it -

this junction, it does not yield in largenefs to any

O 4 . called -
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- great quantity of fea coal found in the places adja- - i

 Fofrof the Miamis, becaufe thele Indians had for-

 which is very broad -inthis place. - This rock is

~ enemy.

- went athore here in the evening about four o’ *clock, -

i ( 200 ) _
called le Charbonicre, or the Coal-pit, from the -+,

cent. - Nothing is to-befeen in this courfe but im- -
menfe meadows, interfperfed with fmall copfes of
wood, which feem to have been planted by the hand
the grafs is fo very high that a'man is loft amoncrl‘t
it, but paths are‘every where to be-foudd as. well_
trodden as they could have been in the beft peopled
counttries, though nothing paffes that way except-
mg buffaloes, and from time to tlmc fomc herds of
‘deer, and a few roe-buck \
.. A league be}ow the coal- pxt you feé a rock on
the rlght, entirely round, extremely high, and its-
{dmmit in the form of a terrafs ; ; this is called the - =

mefly a village there. A league beyond this on'the"
left, is feen another rock, quite ;ﬁmdar*to the for-"-
mer, and which has got 'the fimple appellation of -
~the Rock.. 'This is the point of 2 very high terras,
ftretching the fpace of two. hundred paces, and
bending or winding with the courfe of the river -

ﬁeep on all fides, . and at a diftance one would take :‘f
it for a fortrefs. - Seme remains of a paﬁfado are -
ftill to be feen omr it, the IHindis having formerly -
caft up “an - entrenchment” here, which xmght
be eaﬁly repalred in cafc of any 1rruptxon o‘f the

The village of thefe Indians Rands-ar. fhe foot of"
this rock in an ifland; which, ‘together.with feveral
othcrs, all of a WOnderfn} fcmlxty, divides the ri- -
“ver in this place into two pretty large channels. I

where I met with fome/of n my ‘countrygien, who
werg trading with thc Ind;ans I had {carce landed - -
. — - . when
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when 1 received a vifit from the chief of the. vil-
lage, who is a man of about forty years of age,

o well: fade, .of a mild temper, a good countenance,

~and vcry “well fpoken of by the French.

1 aftcrwards -went up to.this rock by a pretty eafy,
but very narrow afcent. I found here a very level
terras, and- of a great extent, where twenty men
might defend. thémfelves againft all the Indians

- of ‘Canada, “provided-they had fire-arms, and could
be fupphed with water ; but that 4s only to be had
< from the river, and to obtain it they would be ob-
liged to expofe themfelves. The only refource of

" with pleafure for eight or ten days behind a bufh,
in the hope that forne one may pafs, whom they

~.. may kill or take prifoner; but, in large bodies, if

-~they do not fucceed at the firft, they are foon tired,
-and-lay hold of the fitft pretence to retire, which
is never wanting, a dream, rea} or pretended, being

: all that is neccﬂ'ary for that purpofc

,:I’h,eqram and much more a fpe&acle which
ftrack me with horror,_prevented me from making
the tour of thefe;rocks, from whence I imagined I

_ fhould difcover an extenfive country. -1 perceived
at the extremuy, and xmmcdxatc]y above the vil-
iaoe, the bodies of two Indians who had been burnt
a few days before, and whom they had left accord-

< Ingto cu[’tom, to be devoured by the birds, in the

- manner of . burning prifoners amongft thefe fouth-’
_emn nanons is fomewhat fingular, - ;ad they have

fome cuftoms different from the others in their man-

nerof treating thofe unhappy wretches.
L

When

. the befieged would be the natural impatience of
" thofe barbarians. In fmall parties they will wait

{ame pofture. in which they ‘were executed. The .

/ e T
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When they have met with fuccefs in any mili-
tary expedition, the warriors contrive their marcly”
in fuch a manner, that they always arrive at the vil-
lage in the evening.  As foon as they are come
near it, they halt, and when nightis come, deputc
two or three young people to the’ chief, to inform

- him of the principal events of the campaign. On
the morrew at day-break they attiré their prifoners
in new robes,-.drefs their hair with down, paint their_
faces with different colours, and put into their
hands a white ftaff furrounded with the—tails or
decr. At the fame.time, the war-chief Thouts, and
the whqk village affembles at the water-fide, pro-
vided it happens to be near a river. ,

As foon asithe warriors appear, four young per-
fons well-drefled embark on board a Pirogue*®, the
two firft carryeach of them a calumet, and proceed
finging at the fame time to fetch the prifoners whom -
they conduct as in triumph to the cabbin whete
they are to be judged. The mafter of the cabbin, .
to whom it belongs to determine their fate, begins -
~with ‘giving them to eat, and holds a ceuncil dur-
ing the repaft. In cafe they grant any one his life,
two young perfons untie hlm, and take him each by
a hand,' and fo rhake him run with all his might
towards the river, into which they throw him
headlong. * They alio throw themfelves into it
after him, and when they have well wathed

ium, condu&t hxm tothe ptrfon whofc flave be is
0 bc . ,

As for thofe who are condemned to die, as foon
as fentence is pronounced, the cry is made to aflem-

® This is a long fort of bn;xt made of the trunk of a fingle
tree. Canoes of bark are feldom made ufe of in thefe parc-.

' ' bl
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ble the village, and the execution is put off no longe?

than till the neceffary preparations are made. They
begin with ftripping the fufferer ftark’naked ; they.

fix two pofts in the ground, to which. they make -

faft two crofs pieces, one two foot from the ground,

~and the other fix or feven feet higher, and this is
what they call a fquare. They caufe the perfom
who 1s to fuffer to mount the firft crofs piece, to
_which they tie his feet at fomie diftance from each
other ; they afterwards bind his hands to the two

- angles formed by the upper crofs-piece, and in this
potture they burn him in all the different parts of
his body. /

The whote village, men, women, and -children

crowd round him, every. one being at liberty to in-
fult and torment him at pleafure. If none of the
fpeQators happen to have any particular reafon to
prolong his torments, his fufferings are foon over,

and the common way is to difpatch him with ar-
- - rows, or elfe they cover him with bark to which

~ they fet fire, They then leave him to himfelf in

. his fquare, and in the evening vifit all the cabbins, -

firiking with rods againft the furniture, walls, and

roof, in order to frighten the foul from harbouring -
. there, to revenge the mifchiefs they have done.
_ his body. The reft of the night paffes in re-

- Joicing.

Ifthe party hath met with no cqébyro’x" if they .

have beerobliged to fly, they enter the village in’

the day-time, obferving a profound filence 3-but if . =
they have been beaten, they make their entry in the -

evening, after having given notice of their return
by a death cry, and named all thofe they have loft,
cither by ficknefs or the fword of the enemy. Some-
times the prifoners are judged and eXecuted befo
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they arrive at the village, and efpecially, if they -

have any grounds to fear their being refcued. Some
time ago, a Frenchman having been taken by the
Outagamies, thefe barbarians held a council on their
march to determine what they fhould do with him.
The refult of their deliberation was to throw a ftick
upon a tree, and if it remained there to burn the
prifoner, but not to throw it above a certain num-
ber of times. Happily for the captive, the ftick

- fell always to the ground, though the tree was ex-
tremely bufhy. , :

‘ I remained twenty-four hours at the rock, and
"** to oblige the favages, and to teftify an entire con-
fidencé in them, though all my guides encamped on
the other fide of the river, I lay in a cabbin in the
middle of the village. 1 paffed the night quietly
enough, but was very early awaked by a woman
that dwelt in the neighbouring cabbin ; en her awa-
kening, fhe happened to call to mind the remem-
brance of a fon fhe had loft fome years before, and
fhe immediately fell a weeping or finging in a very
mournful tone.

The Illinois have the chara&ter of bold and dex-
terous thieves, which is the reafon why I caufed
tranfport all the baggage to the other- fide of the
river ; but in fpite of this precaution, and the watch-
fulnefs of my people, when we came (to fet out we
found a nwufquet and fome other trifles wanting,
which we could.never afterwards, by any means re:
cover. The fame evening we paffed the laft part
of the river, where you are obliged to carry your
canoe ; from this place forwards, it is every where,
both in breadth and deepnefs equal to moft great

rivers in Europe.
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On this day, likewife, I faw parrots for the
grft time ; there are fome it is true, on the
panks of the Theakiki, but only in the fummer-
time ; but thefe I now faw were only ftragglers on
their paffage to the Miffifippi, where they are found
at all feafons of the year. They are no bigger than
a blackbird, their head is yellow, with 2 red fpot
in the middle; in the reft of their plumage green
is the. predominant colour. The two following
days we croffed a charming country, and on the
third of OCober towards noon found ourfelves at
the entrance of Lake Pimiteguy ; thisis a widen-
ing of the river, which, for three leagues is a
league in breadth. Attheend of thefe three leagues
you find on the right a fecond village of the Illi-

nois, fifteen leagues diftant from that of the
rock.

Nothing can be more delightful than its fitua-
fion; oppolfite to it is the profpett of a moft beau-
% gful foreft, which was then adorned with all the
yariety of colours, and behind it is a plain of an
immenfe extent, fkirted with woods. The lake
and river fwarm with fith, and the banks of both
_with game. 1 likewife met in this village four
French Canadians, who informed me, that I was
~ between four parties of enemies, and that I could
neither go backwards nor forwards with fafety ;
they-alfo told me, that on the way I had come
there was an ambufcade of thirty Outagamies,
that an equal number of the fame Indians were
hovering about the village of Pimiteouy, and
that another body, -to the number .of fourfcore,

were pofted lower down the river in two com-
panies.

This
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This account made me reflect on what had paft
the evening before ; we had ftopt at the extremity

of an ifland to look for buftards on which fome"

“of my guides had fired ; and we heard fomebody
cutting wood in the middle of the ifland. The
nearnefs of the village of Pimeteouy made us of
opinion that this muft be fome of the Illinois, and
we were pleafed with this thought; but therg isa
ftrong likelihood that thefe were fome Outaga-
mies, who having difcovered us, and not darin

to attack us, as I had twelve men well armed, haﬁ

a mind to draw fome of us into the wood, conclud- -

ing probably they would eafily manage the reft;
but our little curiofity faved us from this misfor-
tune, which I fhould certainly not-have fhunned, if
my efcort had not been commanded by a man who
had no mind to any idle delays. -

~ ‘What confirmed us flill the more in the belief
~ of the four Frenchmen, is that thirty warriors of

Pemiteouy, and thefe too commanded by the chief

of the village, were in the field, to try to get more
certain information of the enemy, and that a few
days before their departure, there had been a fharp
altion in the neighbourhood, in which the two pa:-
ties had taken each one prifoner ; the Outagami
had been burnt at the diftince of a mufket-fho
from the village, and was fill in his fquare. The
Canadians who were prefent at his execution, told
me it had lafted fix hours, and that this unhappy
perfon maintained to his laft breath that he was an
Illinois, ,and had been taken when a child by the
- Outagamies, who had adopted him.

He had however fought with extreme valour;
and had it not been for a wound he received in on¢
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of his legs, he had not been taken ; but as he could
give no proofs for what he advanced, and had been
very near making his efcape, they did not chufe to
credit him on his word. In the midft of his tor-
ments he made it appear, that bravery and the cou-

rage to endure pain, are two very different virtues,

and not always found in one and the fame perfon 5
for he fent forth lamentable fhricks, which ferved
only to animate his tormentors: it is true,” an old
Illinois woman, whofe fon had been formerly kil-

~ led by the Outagamies, did him all the mifchief

that fury infpired by revenge could invent; ar laft,
however, taking pity on his cries, they covered him
with ftraw, to which they fet fire, and as he was
ftill found to breathe after this was confumed, he
was pierced with arrows by the children: for the
moft part, when a victim does not die like a brave
man, he receives his death’s wound from a woman
or from children; he isunwerthy, fay they, to die
by the hands of men. o '

In the mean time, Madam, I found myfelf very
much embaraffed. On the one hand, my-guides
did not imagine it prudent to advance any farther;
and on the other it was very inconvenient for me to
winter at Pimiteouy. I fhould even have been ob-
liged to follow the Indians to their winter encamp-
ment, by which means I fhould have loft a whole
year. But at laft two of the four Canadians I found at
Pimiteouy, having offered-to join our efcort, every
one took heart. [ determined to fet out on the
morrow, being the 4th of October; but the rain
and fome other things that happened prevented me
all that day. ' :

In
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In the afternoon the warriors who had gone out on
the difcovery returned, without raifing any thous,
becaufe they had feen nothing. They all filed of
before me with a pretty fierce air, being armed only
with arrows-and a buckler of buffaloe’s hide, and
made not the leaftappearance of feeing me ; for it is a
cuftom among the warriors not to take notice of an
body whilft they are in an armed body ; but fcarce
had every one returned to his cabbin, when the
chief came to pay me a vifit of ceremony. He is
a man of about forty years of age, of a good fta-
ture, a little thin, of a mild difpofition, and extreme
good fenfe. He is, befides, the beft foldier of the
nation, and there are none of the Illinois who bet-
ter deferve the firname of 7odas wxus, which Hpo-
mer _gives, by way of preference to the hero of
his Iliad, than he. ZThis is faying a great deal,
for_ the lllinois are perhaps the fwifteft footed. peo-
ple in the world; and there are none but the Mif-
fouris who can difpute this piece of excellence with
them.

- Perceiving a crofs of copper.and a fmall image
of the Virgin fufpended at the neck of this Indian, I .
imagined he had been’ a'Chriftian, but was informed
it was quite otherwife, and that he had dreffed himfelf

" in that manner only to do me honour:. I was like-

wife told a ftory, which.I.am now going to relate
to you, without defiring you fhould give it any
more credit than its authors deferve, who were
Canadian travellers, who affuredly have not in-
vented it, but have heard it affirmed for a certain
fact. ,

The image of the Virgin which this Indian car-
ried about with him.having fallen into his hands, I
' " know

8
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know not how, he was curious to know what it re-
prefented : he was told that it was the mother of
God, and that the child fhe held in her arms was
God himfelf, who had made himfelf man for the
falvation of the humaip,fpecies : the myftery of this
ineffable incarnation was explained to him in a few
- words, and he was further told, thatinall dangers
the Chriftians conftantly addrefled themfelves to this
holy mother,” who feldom failed to extricate them.
The Indian liftened to this difcourfe with a great
deal of attention, and fometime afterwards -being
- hunting by himfelf in the woods, an Outagami,
who had been lying in ambuth came upon him juft
as he had difcharged his piece, and levelled it at his
head.” Then recollecting what he had been told a-
bout the Mother of God, he invoked her protec-
tion, and the Outagami endeavouring to difcharge
his piece it miffed/ fire. He cocked it a fecond
time, but the fame thing happened five times run-
ning. Inthe mean time, the Illinois having loaded
his piece, levelled in his turn at the head of his e-
nemy, who chofe rather to furrender than to fuffer
himfelf to be fhot. Ever fince this adventure, the Illi=
nois chief will never ftir out of the village without
carrying his fafeguard with him, by means of which
hebelieves himfelf invulnerable. If this fa& be true,
there is good reafon to believe that it hasonly been
thro’ the neglec of the miffionary that he has pot
as yet become a Chriftian, and that the Mother of
God having thus preferved him from a temporal
death, will likewife procure him the grace of a fine
cere convetfion *.

- .
* He has irr feality beén fince converted.
Vou. II. P Scarce




( 210 )

Scarce had the chief left me, when going abroad
myfelf, in order to vifit the neighbourhood about
the village, 1 perceived two Indians going about
from cabbin to cabbin, and making lamentations
mearly in the fame manner with the woman of the
rock, whom I have already mentioned to you. The
one had loft his fiiend in the laft expedition, and
the other” was the father of the defeafed. They
walked at a great rate, laying their hands on -
the heads of all they met, probably to invite them
to partake in their grief. Thofe who have foug
for refemblances between the Hebrews and Ameri-
cans, undoubtedly would not have failed to take
notice of this manner of weeping, which fiom fome
expréffions in the feriptores, thefe hunters after con-
jetures might have had room to to imagine had
been in ufe amongft the people of God.

Towards evening the chief fent me an mvitation
to meet him at a houfe where one of the mifliona-
ries had lodged fome years before, where probably
they ufed to hold their councils ; I went thither and
found him with two or three of the elders. He be-
gan with telling sme that he wanted to inform me of
the greatnefs off the danger to which I fhould ex-
pofe myfelf by comtinuing my journey; and that
after having well confidered every thing, he advifed
me to fufpend my departure till the feafon of the
year thould be a liztle farther advanced, in the hopes
that the parties of the enemy might in the mean-
time withdraw: and leave the way open. Sufpett-
ing that he might have his views in detaining me
at Pimiteouy, I gave him to underftand that his
reafons had no great weight with me, and added
that 1 had flill more cogent ongs to haften my de-
partuse, My an{wer feemed to give him pain, and

1 foon
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I foon perceived that it proceeded entirely from
his affe@ion to me, and his zeal for our na-
tion.

¢« Sinee your refolution is fixed, faid he to me,
« I am of opinion that all the Frenchmen here

« fhould join you, in order to ftrengthen your con- -

« voy. Fhave already declared my fentiments to
« them on this head, and have reprefented to them
“in a very ftrong manner, that they fhould for
« ever lofe their honour if they fuffered their fa-
« ther to expofe himfelf to fuch danger without
« partaking it with hind. I earneftly with I could
« accompany you myfelf at the head of all my fol-
« diers, but you are not ignorant that my village
« is every day on the eve of being attacked, and
“ it is not proper that in fuch a juncture I fhould
“ either be abfent myfelf, or leave it unprovided
“« of defence. As to the French, nothing can de-
« tain them here but a piece of felf-intere{t, which
¢ they ought to facrifice to the care of -your pre-
¢ fervation. This is what I have given them to
« underftand, and I have added that if any one of
¢ them fhould fall into the hapds- of the encmy, it
¢ would only be the lofs of a fingle man, where-
« as a Father is himfelf alone worth many, and
¢« that there is nothing which they ought not to
*¢ hazard, in order to prevent fo great a misfor-
“ tune.”

I was charmed, Madam, with the good fenfe of

this man, and ftill more with his generofity, which
carried him fo far as, out of regard for me, to dify
penfe with the affiftance of four men, which ought
not to have been indifferent to him in the fituation
wherein he then wasP I have not even doubé‘ed

2 as
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that he wanted to keep me with him, in-order to
profit of my efcort for his defence. I made him 5
great many acknowledgments for his care and good
intentions towards me, and affured him that T was
very well fatisfied with the Erench, two of whom I
fliouid leave with him for his defence, and that the
6tHer two - (hould accompany me till T {hould be:
in a place of fafcty, and that with this reinforcement
1 believed I was in a condition to travel over all
- the country- without fear of any thing. He infifted
“no tarther, and I retired:

This morning he came to pay.me a fecond vifit,
attended by his mother-in-law, who carried a little
infantin her arms. ¢ You fce before ypu, faid he, ad.
- ¢ dreffing himfelf to me. afather in great affliction,
-Behold my daughter who is a-dying, her mother
¢ having already loft her Jife in bringing her into
¢¢ thé world, and none of our women have been -

(1%

€<

ment. ~She throws up every, thing fhe fwallows,
and has. perhaps but~a few hours to live: you
will- do me a great favour if you will baptize her,

“¢¢ that fhe may iee God after’ her death.” The
- child was ind¢ed very ill, and appeared to be paft

TeC
¢

all hopes of recovery, fo that without, any hefitation ~ -

I performed th ceremeny-of bapti{fm on_her.

Should'myveyage in’ every other refpect be entire-
ly fruitlefs, 1 own to you, Madam, ¥ fheuld not
gegret all the danger-and farigue
fince, in all probability, had I dot been at Pimi-

teouy, thischild would never hatve entered into the - -

kingdom of heaven, where I wake no doubr: but it

willfoon be. "I éeven hope this little angel will ob-
tain. for her father the fame grace which he bas pro-*-
o T euned

- L.
L

Bt able to fucceed in making her take any nourith- -

1 have undergone,

curec

" have
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cured for her. I fhall fet out in "an hour, and
~ have given this letter to.the two Frenchmen whom -
I leave here, and who are refolved to lay hold :
of the firfk opportunity to return to Canada.
’i ’ I am’ v@t.
. ‘ &- :‘].
v ks
s
}/ i \ VS - . ) i
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LETTER XXVIIL

A 1§

- ¥oyage from Pimiteouy fo- Kafkafquias. Courfe of
the River of the Winois. Of the Copper Mines,
Of the Miflouri, Of the Mines of the River -
Marameg. Defeription of Fort Chartres, and
of the Miffion of Kafkafquias. Of the Fruit-
trees of Louifiana. Defeription of the Miffif-
fippi above the Ninois. Different Tribes of that
Nation. Some Traditions of the Indians. Their
Notions about the Stars, Eclipfes and Thunder.
Thesr Manner of calculating Time.

Kajkafysias, O&sber 20, 1721.

- Y muft ingenuoufly confefs to you, that at my de-
I parture from Pimiteouy, I was not quite fo un-
daunted as I pretended to be, as well for my own ho~ 5
nour as not entirely to dithearten thole who ac- =
companied me, fome of whom had much ado e
to diffemble their fear. The alarm in which I 4
found the Hlinois, their mournful fongs, the ﬁghl:f
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of the dead bodies expofed upon the frames, terrible
objelts, which every moment reprefented to m
imagination whar I muft expec, fhould I have the
mistortune to fall into the hands of thefe barbari-
ans : all this made fuch an -mpreflion upon me,
that I had not the command of myfclf, and for
feven or eight days I wus not able to fleep with
tranquillity.

I was not, indeed, apprehenfive of an open at-
tack from the enemy, bec.ufe I hat fourteen men
with me, well armed and uidcr a good (omman-
der ; but ewery thing was to be dreaded from fur-
prizes, there being no labour which the liidians
will not undergo, 'n ord.r to craw their enemies
Into the fnares which they lay tor them. One of
the moft common is to counterfeit the cry of fome
wild beaft, or the voice of {m. bird, in thé imi-
tation of which they are fo dexterous, that people
are every day deccived by them. - For inftance, be-
ing encamped at the entrance of a wood, they
- imaginc that they hear the cry of a buffalo,

deér, or wild duck; two or three run thither

in hopes of finding game, and frequently never
return. :

The diftance betwcen Pimiteouy and the Miffif-
fippi, is reckon-d to be feventy ) agues: I have
already fuid, that trom the rock to Pimiteouy, there
is fifteen 3 the former of thefe two villages is in
forty one degrees, rorth lat. and the mouth of
the river of the lilinois in forty; fo that from
the rock, the courfe of this river is weftward
inclinin;- a little to the fouth, but with feveral
windings or circuits. There are iflands fcattered
- up and down in it, fome of which are pretty large;
its bapks are but low in feveral places. During the

fpring
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fpring the meadows on the right and left are
for the moft part under water;rand afterwards are
covered with very tall grafs. It is pretended this
river abounds every where with fith, but we had
not time to catch any, nor had we any fuch nets

as the depth of its waters would require.  We .

would much rather have killed a buffalo or roe-
buck, and of thefe we had our choice.

On the fixth, we perceived a number of buffa-

loes fwimming acrofs the river, with a great deal of

precipitation, which we doubted not had been pur-
fued by fome of the enemy’s parties, of whom we
have already fpoken; this obliged us to continue

our voyage all night in order to get at as great -

diltance as.poflible from fuch dangerous -neigh-
bours. On the morrow before day-break we paf-
fed by the Saguimont, a large river which comes
from the fouth, and five or fix leagues below that
we left on the fame fide a fmaller one, called the
tiver. of the Macopines; thefe are a large kind. of
root, which eaten raw is a rank poifon, but which
when roafted five or fix hours or more before a flow
fire, lofes all its pernicious quality. Betwixt thefe
two rivers, and at an equal diftance from either,
is a marfth called Macbhoutin, precifely half way be-
tween Pimiteouy and the Mifliflippi. ‘

Soon after paffing the river of the Macopines,
we perceived the banks of the Mifliflippi, which
are extremely high. Notwithftanding which we

were above four and twenty hours, and that fre-

quently under full fail, before we entered it; for
at this place the river of the Illinois changes its
courfe from weft to fouth and by eaft. One might
fay, that out of regret to its being obliged to p;,y

. - } the
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the tribute of its waters to another river, it endea-
vours to return back to its fource. ‘

At its entrance into the Miffiffippi, its channe] .

runs eaft-fouth-ecaft. On the ninth of this month
a little after two in the afternoon, we found our-
felves in this river, which makes at prefent fo
great a noife in France, leaving on our right a large
meadow, whence iffues a fmall river, in which there

is a great quantity of copper. Nothing can be

more delightful than this whole coaft. But it is
quite another thing on the left, there being on that
fide very high mountains, interfperfed with rocks,
amongft which grow a few cedars; but this is only
a narrow.chain, and conceals behind it very fine
meadows. :

" " On the tenth about nine in the morning, after
failing five lcagues on the Miffiflippi, we arrived
at the mouth of the Miffouri, which lies nortn-weft
and fouth-fouth-eaft. Here is the fineft conflu-
ence of two rivers that, I believe, is to be met
~ with in the whole world, each of them being about
half a league in breadth ; but the Miffouri is by
~ far the moft rapid of the two, and feems to enter
the Miffilippi like a conqueror, carrying its white

waters unmixed acrofs its channel quite to the op-

pofite fide; this colour it afterwards communi-
cates to the Miffiffippi, which henceforth it never

lofes, but hwrls with precipitation to the fea it-
fdf.

We lay this night in a village of the Caoguiss
and the Tamarouas, two lllinois tribes which have
beenunited, and together compofe no very numerous
“canton. This village is fituated on a fmall river
“which runs from the eaft, and has no water but }:n

the
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the fpring feafon fo that we were obliged to walk
above half a league, before we could get to our
cabbins. I was aftonifhed they had pitched upon
fo inconvenient a fituation, cfpecially as they had -
fo many better in their choice ; but I was told that
the Miffiflippi wathed the foot of that village when
it was built, that in three years it has loft half a
league of its breadth, and that they were thinking

- of feeking out for ahother habitation, which is no

great affaic amongft the Indians.

I paffed the night in the miffionaries houfe, who
are two Ecclefiafticks from the feminary of Que-
beck, formerly my difciples, but they muft now
be my mafters. M. Taumur the eldeft of the two
was abfent; I found the youngeft M. le Mercier
fuch as'he had been rcprefcn:;} to me, rigid to
himfelf, full of charity to ottiers, and difplaying

in his own perfon, an amiable pattern of virtue.

But he enjoyed fo ill a ftate of health, that I am
afraid he w:ll not be ab'e long to fupport that kind
of life, which a miffionary is obliged to lead in
this country. - _

On the eleventh after failing five leagues farther,
1 left on my right the river Marameg, where they
are at prefent employed in fearching for a filver
mine. Perhaps, your Grace may not be difpleafed
if I inform you what fuccefs may be expeéted from
this undertaking. Here follows what 1 have been
able to learn about this affair from a perfon who
is well acquainted with it, and who has refided for
feveral years on the fpot. In the year 1719, the
Sieur de Lochon being fent by the Weft-India com-
pany in quality of founder, having dug in a place
which had been marked out to him, drew up a

pretty large quantity of ore, a pound whereof,

which
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which took up four days in melting, produced as
they fay two drams of filver; but fome have fuf-
pected him of putting in this quantity himfelf.] A
few months afterwards he returned thither, \and
without thinking any more of the filver, he extratted
from two or three thoufand weight of ore, fourteen
pounds of very bad lead, which ftood him is
fourteen hundred franks. Difgufted with a Ia-
bour which was fo unprofitable, he returned to
France.

The company, perfuaded of the truth of the in-
dications which had been given them, and that
the incapacity of the founder had been the fole caufe
of their bad fuccefs, fent in his room a Spaniard
called Antonio, who had:been taken at the fiege of
Penfacola, had afterwards been a galley-flave, and
boafted much of his having wrought in 2 mine at
Mexico. They gave” him very confiderable ap--
pointments, but he fucceeded no better than had
done the Sieur de Lochon. He was not difcou-
raged himfelf, and others inclined to believe he
had failed from his not being verfed in the con-
ftru&tion of furnaces. - He gave over the fearch
after Jead, and undertook to make filver ; he dug
down’ to' the rock which was found to be eight or
ten feet in thicknefs; feveral pieces of it were
- blown up and put into a crucible, from whence
it was given out, that he extratted three or four.
drams of filver ; but many are ftill doubtful of the
truth of. this fa&.

About this time arrived a company, of the king’s
miners, under [the dire&ion of one La Renaudiere,
who refolving to begin with the lead mine, was
able to do nothing ; becaufe neither he himfelf nor

any of his company were in the leaft acquaingeﬁ
x : wit
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with the conftrution of furnaces. Nothing could
be mcre furprizing than the facility with which
the company at that time expofed themfelves to
great expences, and the little precaution they took
to be fatisfied of _the capacity of thofe they
employed. La Renaudiere and his miners not be-
ing able to produce any lead, a private company
undertook the mines of Marameg, and the Sieur
Renaud one of the direCtors, fuperintended them
with care. In the month of June laft he found a

bed of lead two foot in thicknefs, runinngtoa

great length over a chain of mountains, where he
has now fet his people to work. He flatters him-
felf that there is filver below the lead. Every body

is not of his opinion, but time will difcover the
truth.

=

Yefterday I arrived at Kafkafquias about nine
o’clock in the morning. * The Jefuits have here a
very flourithing miffion, which has lately been di-
vided into two, thinking it convenient to have
two cantons of Indians inltead of one. The moft
numerous is on the banks of the Miffiflippi, of which
two jefuits have the fpiritual direction: half a
league below ftands fort Chartres, about the dif-
tance of a mufket-thot from the river. M. Du-
gué de Boifbrillard, a gentleman of Canada, com-
mands, here for the company, to whom this place
belongss. the French are now beginning to fettle
the country between this fort and the firft miffion.
Four leagues farther and about a league from the
river, is a large village inhabited by the French,
who are glmoft all Canadians and have a jefuit for
their curate. The fecond village of the Illinois
lies farther up the country, at the diftance of two

leagues from this laft, and is under the charge ofa

fourth jefuit,

f
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The French in this place live pretty much at
their eafe ; a Fleming, who was a domeftic of the
jefuits, has taught them to fow wheat which fuc-
ceeds very well. They have black cattle and
poultry. The Illinois on their part manure the
ground after their fathion, ahd are
. They likewife bring up podltry, whicl they fell
to the French. Their women a
ed and induftrious. They fpin the
buffaloe, which they make as fine #s that of the
Englith fheep; nay fometimes it might even be
miftaken for itkk. Of this they manufa&ure ftuffs

- which are dyed black, yellow, or a deep red. Of
thefe ftuffs they make robes which they few with
thread made of the finews of the roe-buck. The
manner of making this thread is very fimple. Af-

ter ftripping the fleth from the finews of the roe-

. buck, they expofe them to the fun for the fpace of

two days; after they are dry they beat them,
and then without difficulty draw out a thread as

white and as fine as that of Mechlin, but much
ftronger.

The French canton is bounded on the north by

a river, the banks of which are extremely high, fo
that though the waters fometimes rife five and
* twenty feet, they feldom overflow their channel.-
All this country is open confifting of vaft meadows
to the extent of five and twenty leagues, which are
interfperfed with fmall copfes of very valuable
wood. White mulberries efpecially are very com- .
mon here; but I am furprized that the imhabitants
fhould be fuffered te cut them down for the build-
ing of their houfes, efpecially, as there is a fuffici-
ent quantity of other tres equally proper for that
purpofe. Th
¢
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t The moft remarkable of the fruit-trees, peculiar to
e this country, are the Pacane, the Acimine, and the
. Piakimine treces. The Pacane is a nut of the fize
1 and fhape of a large acorn. The fhell of fome of
e them is very thin, while others have it harder and
s. thicker, but the fruit is fo much-the lefs on that
1 account. All have a very fine and delicate tafte 5
1. the tree rifes to a great height ; in its wood, bark,
e fmell and fhape of its ieaves, it feems to me great-
e ly to refemble the filbert trees of Europe.
X !
T The Acimine is a fruitof the length of a man’s
Of finger, and an inch in diameter. Its pulp is ten-
h der and {weetith, and full of a feed much refem-
1e bling that of the water melon. - The tree grows to
f- no great height or thicknefs ; all thofe I have feen
. being nothing but fthrubs, the wood of which is
of very tender. Its bark is thin, its leaves long and
o large like thofe of the chefnut, but of a deeper
as green, ‘ ——
h ‘ { N
The Piakimine is in thape like a damafk plum,
though fghmewhat larger : its fkin is tender, its
3y fubftage watery, and colour red ; and has befides
fo a very. delicate flavour. It contains feeds which
d differ only from thofe of the Acimine, in being
. fomewhat {maller. The Indians make a pafte of
Vs _ this fruit, which they bake into loaves of the thick-
re nefs of a man’s finger, and of the confiftence of a
e dried pear. The tafte feems at firft fomewhat dif-
n- agreeable, but people are eafily accuftomed to it.
\ts It is very nourithing, and a fovereign remedy, as
d- they pretend, againft a loofenefs and bloody-
1= . flux. The tree which bears this fruit, is a very
12¢ fine one, and about the fize of our ordinary plum-
trees. Jts leaves have five points, its wood
‘he . I

—
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~ is of a middling hardnefs, and its bark very
rough.

The Ofages, a pretty numerous nation fettled on
the banks of the river, bearing their own name,
which runs into the Miffouri about forty leagues
from its confluence with the Miffifippi, depute fome
of their people once or twice every year to fing the
calumet among the Kafkafquias, and they are now-
actually here at prefent. I have juft feen a Mif-
fourian woman who tells me, her nation is the firft
we meet with in going up the Miffouri; from
whence we have given it this name, on account of
our not knowing its proper appellation. Their
fettlement is eighty leagues from the confluence of
that river with the Miffifippi.

A little higher we find the Canfez, then the
.Od&otatas, called by fome the Mafotatas; after-
wards the Aiouez, and laftly the Panis, 2 very nume-
rous nation, and divided into feveral cantons, which
have names very different from one another. This
woman has confirmed to me, whatI had before learn-
ed from the Sioux; that the Miffouri rifes from very
high and bare mountains, behind which there is
another large river, which probably rifes from
thence alfo and runs to the weftward. This tefti-
mony is of fome weight, becaufe no Indians we
. know of are accuftomed to travel fo much as the
Miflouris. .

AH thefe nations of whom I have been fpeaking,
dwell upon the weftern bank of the Miflouri, ex-
cepting the Aiouez who live on the eaftern, and
are neighbours to the Sioux and their allies. The
moft confiderable rivers which fall into the Mif-

[ ' fifippi
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fifippi above the river of the Illinois, are in the fr(t
place, the river of Buffaloes, which is at the
diftance of twenty leagues from the former, and
comes from the weftward ; a fine falt-pit has been
difcovered in its neighbourhood.  Pits of the fame
kind have been found on the  banks of the Mara-
meg, twenty leagues from hence. About forty
leagues farther is the Affenefipi, or river at the
rock 3 becaufe its mouth is directly oppofite to a
mountain placed in the river itfelf, where travellers
affirm rock-chryftal is to be found.

Twenty-five leagues higher up, we fiid_on the
right hand the Ouifionfing, by which father Mar-
quette and the Sieur Joliet entered the Miffifippi,
when they firft difcovered ic. The Ajouez who
are fettled in this place, lying in 43 deg. 30 min.

" north latitude, who are great travellers, and as is
faid march five and twenty or thirty leagues a day,
when without their families, tell us that after lea-
ving their country we fhould in three days arrive
amongft a people called Omans, who have white
dkins and fair hair, éfpecially the women. They
add,. that this people is continually at war with the
Panis and other more remote Indians towards the
weft, and that “they have heard them fpeak of a
great lake very far from their country, on the banks
of which are people refembiing the French, with
buttons on their cloaths, living in cities, and ufing

- horfes in hunting the Buffalo, ard cloath«d with
the fkins of that animal ; but withcur any arms ex-
cept the bow and arrow. -

On the left fide about fifty leagues above the ri-
ver of Buffaloes, the river Muinzona iffues from
the midft of an immenfe mezdow, which {warms

Vou. II. Q ; with
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with Buffaloes and other wild beafts: at its en-
trance into the Miffifippi, it is very fhallow as well
as narrow ; neverthelefs, its courfe from north to
weft, is faid to be two hundred and fifty leagues
in length. - It rifes from a lake and is faid to form

‘a fecond,. at the diftance of-fifty leagues from the -

firft,

Turning to the lefe from this fecond lake we
enter into Blue River, fo called from its bottom,
which is an earth of that colour. It difcharges itfelf
into the river of St. Petér. Going up to the Moin-

gona, we find great plenty of pit coal, and'a hun- -

dred and fifty leagues from its mouth theré is a
very large cape, . which caufes a turn in the river,
in which place its waters are red and ftinking. It
is affirmed, that great'quantities of mineral ftones
and fome antimony have been found upon this
cape. . 7 SR

. A leagué above the mouth of the Moingona,
there are two 7apids or ftrong currents of a confi-
derable length in the Miffifippi, where paffengers
are obliged to unload and carry their pirogues: and
above, the fecond rapidé, that is about twenty
leagues from the Moingona, there are lead mines
on both fides of the river, which were difcovered
fome time ago, by a famous traveller' of Canada
called Nicholas Perrot, whofe name they ftill bear.
Ten leagues above the Ouifconfing, and on the -
fame fide is a meadow fixty leagues in length, and
bounded by mountains which afford a delightful
profpect; there i1s another on the weft fide, but
it is not of fuch a length. Twenty, leagues

higher than the extremity of the firft mea-

dow, the river grows wider, and is here cal-
- led
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led le lac de bon Secours. This is a leacu° over and
 fev.

leagues in circuit.. Nicholas Perrot built a
t on the right fide. ' ‘
On.lcaving this lake you meet with ’ifle Pelée,
or Bald Ifland, fo named from its having no trees’
upon .it 3 this is a very fine meadow: and the.
French of Canada have frequently made it the
center of their commerce for the weftern parts, and
many have even wintered there; all this country
*being very plentiful of game. Three leagues above
Bald 1fland you leave on your right hand the ri-
viere de Sainge Croix, or river of the Holy Crofs,
which proceeds from the neighbourhood of Lake
Superior 3 copper is faid to have been found near
itsmouth. Some leagues farther you leave on the
lefc the river of St. Peter, the banks of which
are inhabited by the Sioux, and its mouth is at
no great diftance from St. Anthony’s fall. Be-
yond this great cafcade the leﬁﬁppl is alto-

gether unknown. .

T# return _t(;i thc Illinois 3 if what I'have heaird
afferted in feveral places be true, and which the
Miffouri woman above-mentioned has alfo confirm-
‘ed to me, that they ax;? the Miamis come from
the banks of a very diffant fea, to the weftward *,
it would feem that their firft ftation after they
made their defcent into this coumry was the Moin-
. goma: atleaft it is certain, that one of their tribes
bears that name. The reft are known under the

* A Miamife woman who had been prifensr. among the
. Sioux affured Father de St. Pé, at: }:r_{'e it fuperor of the
miffons of New-France, that-fhe had been ‘carried by the
}loux to a village of their nation, which was very near the
cat
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names of Pesrias, Tamarouas, Caoquics, and Kaf
kafquias 3 thefe tribes are at prefert very much
. confounded, and are become very inconfiderable.
There remains on'y a very fmall number of the
Kafkafquias, and the two villages of that name
_are almoft entirely compofed of the Tamarouas
and Metcligansias, a foreign nation adopted b
the Kafkalquias, and originally fettled on the banks

of a fmall river you meet with going down the
Miffifippi.

This is, Madam, all I can at prefent inform
‘you of with refpeét to Louifiana, which country
I have but juft entered; bur before I conclude
this letter, I muft impart to you a few circum-
ftances which I have learned on my journey from
the river St. Jofeph to this place, and which will
ferve as a fupplement to what I have already faid
of the Indians ih general.

"You might have feen in the fable of Ata-
hentfic expelled from heaven, feme traces of the
firt woman driven out of the terrcftrial fara-
dife, as a punithment of her difobedience; and
of the deluge, as alfo of the ark in which Noah
faved himfelf with his family. This circum-
ftance prevents me from agreeing to the opi-
nion cf P. de Acofta, who alledges that this tra-
dition does not refpect the univerfal deluge, but
another peculiar to America. In effe®, the Al-
gonquins and all the nations who fpeak their lan-
guage, fuppofing the creation of. the firft man,
~ fay that his pofterity having "almoft entirely pe-
- rithed by a general inundation, a perfon named

Meflon, whom others call Saketchak, who faw the
a ' ‘ - whole
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whole world overwhelined by the waters from
the oveillowing of a 'ake, fent a raven to the
bottom of the abyfs in order to bring him fome
earth ; that this raven having fuiled to execute
his commiffion, he fent a mufk rat which had
better fuccefs; with the fmall quantity of earth
which this ani .al brought him, he reftored the
world to its former ftate and condition; that
he fhot arrows into the trunk. of trees which
ftil appear, and that thofe. arrows were chan-
ged into branches: that he performed feveral
other wonders ; and that out of gratitude for the
fervice the mufk-rat had done him, he married
afemale of his fpecies, by whom he had chilcren
who repeopled the earth: that he had com-
muricated his immortality to a certain favage,
which he give him in a little packer, forbidding
him, at the fame time to open it, under the penal-
ty of lofing fo precious a gift.

The Hurons and the Iroquois fay, that 7a-
ronbinagen, the king of heaven, gave his wife fo

‘rude a blow with his foot, that it made her

tumble down from heaven to earth; that this wo-
man fell upon the back of a tortoife, who by re-
moving the waters of the deluge with his
feet, at lift difcovered the earth, and, carried
the woman to the fdot of a tree, where fhe

brought forth twins, and that the elder whom

they call Tabouifkaron, kiled his younger bja-
ther. '

It is not at all" furprifing, that thefe people fo
indifferent about the pait, and to whom the con-
fideration of the future gives fo little uneafinefs,
fhould know almoft nothing of the heavens, and
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make no difference between the planets and fixed

- ftars, unlefs it be their dividing thefe laft as we

do, into conftcllations. The Plciades, they call
the Dancers, and give the name of the Beur to
the tour brft ttars of that conftellation, which
we call the Great Bear ; the three others which
compofe its tail are, according to them, three
hunters who purfue the bear; and the little ftar
whi h accompanies that in the middle, is, with
them a kettle with which the fecond is loaded.
The Indians of Acadia call this and the next con-

Atellation fimply the Great and Little Bear; but

is there not reafon to fufpect, that when they fpcke
in this manner to the Sieur Lefcarbot, they only
repeated what they had before heard from the
French themfelves. '

The Indians, for the moft part, call the polar
ftar, the ftar which has no motion. It is this:
which directs their courfe by night, as the fun
ferves them for a compafs by day. They have
likewife other marks by which to diftinguifh the
north. They pretend to have obferved that the
tops of trees incline a little to that fide, as alfo
that the interior pellicles of their bark are thicker
on that fide. They do not, however, truft fo en-
tirely to this, as to negle other precautions to pre-
vent their wandering, and to help them to find

their way back to a place from whence they had fet
out, ' :

As to what regards the courfe of the ftars, the
caufes of the celeftial phenomena, the nature of
meteors, and other fuch like things ; thev are with
refpet to all thefe, as with refpe to every thing
which does not affeé the fenfes, profoundly ignorant -

ana
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and perfectly indifferent.  When an eclipfe hap-
pens, they imagine there is a great battle in hea-
ven, and fhoot arrows in the air, in order to drive
away the pretended enemies of the fun and moon.
The Hurons in an eclipfc of the moon, were per-
fuaded fhe was indifpofed, and in order to recover
her out of her diftemper, ufed to make a great
noife, accompanied with abundanee ot ceremonies
and with prayers.  Particularly, they never failed to
throw ftones at the dogs and beat them cruelly with
fticks to make them cry, imagining the moon to be
fond of thefe animals.

Thefe Indians, as well as many othérs, could ne-
ver be brought to believe, that an eclipfe was an
indifferent thing and purely natural: they drew

* good or bad au%urics from it according to the place

of the fky in which that ftar happened t& be ob-
fcured. "Nothing aftozifhed them more than to
fee with what exactnefs the miflionaries foretold
thefe- phenomena, and they concluded from thence,
that they ought likewife to forefee their confequen-
ces. A :

Thefe people are wequally ignorant of the. na-
‘ture of thunder; fome taking it to.be the voice,
of a particular fpecics\gf men, who fly in the air,
while others imagine this noiie proceeds from cer-
tain unknown birds. According to the Montag-

nais, it is the effort of a certain genius, in order:

to vomit up a ferpent he had fwallowed, and they
fupport this opinion by alledging that when thun-
der falls on a tree they difcover a figure on it, fame-
thing refembling that animal.

&
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All of them reckon by lupar months; for the

moft part the year has but twelve; fome, how-
ever, give it always thirteen. There are no great
inconveniencies attending this diverfity amongft
people who have no annals, and whofe affairs do
not depend on anpual epochas. There is likewife
a great variety in the names of the feafons and
months amongft them ; becaufe in all thefe coun-
tries the feafons for hunting and fithing, feed-time
and harveft, the birth and fall of the leaf, the

paffages of particular beafts and birds, the time
when the roe-bucks change their hair, and when *
different animals are in rut, ferve to diftinguith all #

thefe things which, befides, vary confiderably in
the different cantons.

In fome nations, the years are reckoned by the
figns, except when a perfon intends to fpecify his
age, and on fome octafions, when they make ufe
of lunar months. There is no where any diftinc-
tion of weeks, and the days have no name in any
of their languiges. They have four fixed points
in the day, to wit, fun-rifing and fun-fetting, mid-
day and mid-night, with refpect to which or any o-
ther time of the day, they are ngver deceived. But
the aftronomical exatnefs to make the lunar years
agree. with thc?ﬁl@r, of which the Baron de la Hon-
tan does them the honour, is a mere imagination of
that writer. :

They have no chronological fupputation, and
if they preferve the epochas of certain remarkable
events, they do not reckon the time elapfed fince
- to a fcrupulous exalnefs ; but centent themlelves
with retaining the facts themfelves, and have m&
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vented feveral means whereby to perpetuate the
memory of them. For inftance, the Hurons and
Iroquois have porcelain in their publick treafures
. on which are painted figures, which recal the re-
" membrance of memorable incidents. Others make
uf& of knots tied after a certain fathion, and if
the imagination is fet at work to found out their
meaning, they are not therefore deceived. Laft-
ly, all of them reckon by units till the number
ten, and then by decads or tens to a hundred,
and fo by hundreds to tens of hundreds or thou-
fands, farther than which they never carry any
calculations. : ‘
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LET TER XXIX

Of the Colony of the lllinois. Poyage to Akan-
fas. Defcription of the Country. ,

Kajkafquias, November 8, 1731.

Madam,
Y laft letter is now gone for Canada, whence
I am affured it will foon be forwarded for
France, by the way of Cape Breton. Befides,
’ fhould it mifcarry by the way, the lofs would not
be very great : - I begin this letter likewife at Kaf-
‘kafquias, but; in all probability, fhall not finith it
here, having been above a month in this piace,
and now haftening my departure as faft as
poflible. '

As I have feen nothing of Louifiana as yet, ex-
cept this poft, being the firft of them all with re-
fpe& to antiquity ; I cannot form any judgement

of it, by comparing it with the reft. What feems
*‘certain to me is, that this has a double advantage,
one of which*can never be ifputed, and the other,

at leaft at prefent renders it neceflary to the whole
) province.
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province. The firft is its fituatton, which is very
near Canada, with which it will at all times pre-
ferve a communication, equally ufeful to both co-
lonies. T'ne fecond is, that it is capable of be-
coming the granary of Louifiana, which it is able to
furnith with corn in abundatce, even fhould it be
peopled qle to the fea.

The foil is not onlv extremely proper for wheat,
bur, tefides, refuies nothing neceriary or ufeful for
human Jife.  The climate is extrem:ly temperate,
lying in thiity-eight d-grees, thirty-nine minutes
north latitude; cattle and fheep would multipl
here wonderfully, even the wild Buffalo.s might
be tamed, and great advantages drawn’from a trade
of their wool and hides, aid trom their fupplying the
inhabitants with tood. The air is very wholfome, and
if fome diftempers are feen in it, they ought to beim-
puted to the poverty or libertinifm of the inhabit.nts,
and perhaps, in fome meafure, to the lands be-
ing newly cleared ; but this laft inconvenience can-
not always laft, and the change of climate will be
nothing to thofe who may happen to be born here
afterwards. In the laft place, we are more affured
of the friendfhip of the Illinois, than of any other
Indian nation in Canada, the Abenaquis except-
ed. They are almoft all Chriftians, of a mild

difpofition, and extremely well affeted towards the
French. ‘

Here I am; Madam, at the diftance of a hun-
dred and fifty leagues from the place where I began

this letter : T fhall finith it here, and give it to a

traveller, who reckons to be much fooner at New-
Orleans than 1, as he intends to ftop no where,
whereas I fhall be obliged to make fome ftay among
the Natchez. Befides, I had laid my account of

two
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| two things at my departure from’ the Illinois 5 frft,

that having a very rapid river to defcend, where
there was no danger of being ftopt by thofe falls
and rapides, fo frequent in the rivers of Canada, I
thould not be long on my voyage, though I had the
fpace of four hundred leagues to traverfe, by means
of the circuits the river makes; next, that as my
courfe lay always to the fouthward, I fhould have”
no occafion to take any precautions againft the
cold; but I have béen deceived in both thefe par-
ticulars. - I have been obliged to make a much
flower paflage than I had formerly on the lakes,
and have felt.a cold full as piercing as I ever knew
at Quebec.

Itis true, it was quite otherwife at Kafkafquias
fome days ago, when 1 left it; but I have fince

learned on my way hither, that the river was at -

firft frozen over in fuch a manner that pegple crof-
fed it in carriages, notwithftanding 1t is at that
place half aleague broad, and more rapid than the
Rhone. This is the more furprifing, as for the
moft part, excepting a few flight frofts occafioned
by the north and north-weft winds, the winter is in
this country hardly fenfible. The river has not
been frozen wherever I have been, but as I was
obliged to remain all the day in an open boat,
and confequently, was expofed to all the injuries of
the weather, and had taken no precautions againft
a cold I'did not forefee, I have fuffered very great
hardthips.

Could I have made more hafte, I thou!d have
found a fenfible diminution of this inconvenience
every day ; but it is neceffary to ufe great caution
in failing on the Miffiippi. People do not chufe
to venture themfelves in canoes of bark, by reafon

, that

-
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that the river conftantly carries down with the cyr-
rent a number of trees, or elfe receives them from
other rivers which fall into it ; and many of theie
trees ftopping on fome point of land or on fome
fhoal, there is danger every moment of running
foul of a branch or a root under water, which would
- be fufficient to break thefe frail vebicles to pieces,
efpecially when in order to avoid an enemy or for
fome other reafon you are obliged to travel by
night, or to fet out before day. ‘ .

They muft therefore fubftitute pirogues in room
of canoes of bark, that is to fay, trunks of trees
hollowed, which afe not fubjet to thefe inconve-
niencies, but are bad going vefitls, and not fo eafily
managed. 1 have one made of a wall-nut-tree, but
fo narrow that it cannot carry fail ; and my guides
being accuftomed to thofe little paddles made ufe
of in canoes, are far from being expert at the ma-
nagement of the oar. Befides, if the wind rifes
ever fo little, the water comes into the pirogue;

"and this often happens at this feafon of the

year.

On the tenth of November at funfet, I embark-
ed in the little river of Kafkafquias, and though it
was not two leagues to the Miffifippi, yet I was
obliged to encamp at half way, and the next day
I could not get further”than fix leagues down the
river. The leaves fall fooner in this place than in
France, and do not begin to bud till about the end
of May, notwithftanding that it fnows very feldom
here, and although, as I have already obferved,

the winters are exceeding temperate. What then -

can be the reafon of this backwardnefs of the
fpring : for my part I can fee no other than the
' 4 thicknefs
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thicknefs of the forefts, which prevents the earth
from being warmed by the fun foon enough to caufe:
‘the fap to afcend.

On the 12th, after having advanced two leagues,
1 paffed Cape St. Anthony on the Jeft hand. Here
the firft canes are feen; thefe bear a great refem-
blance to thofe growing in Europe, but are taller
and ftronger. It is pretended they never appear
but in good lands; but thefe lands muft be very
moift and wet, and confequently fitter to bear rice
than wheat. 'When the cane lands are to be clear-
ed, the canes are not to be plucked up by the
roots ; this would be a very difficult ‘tafk, their
knotty roots lying very deep, and being twined or
linked together by a great number of fibres, which
extend very far. Thefe roots have naturally a
beautiful varnifh, not a little refembling thofe of
the bamboos of Japan, of which thofe fine canes
are made, which are fold by the Dutch under
the name of rattans. '

When a field overgrown with thefe’ canes is to
be cultivated, it is fufficient to cut them clofe to
the ground: they are afterwards left to dry,
and are then fet on fire, the athes ferving for
manure, and the fire for opening the pores of the
earth, which-is afterwards tilled up, and fown with
rice, maiz, water-melons, and in a word, with all
forts of grain and pulfe, excepting wheat, which
in thefe fat lands exhautfts itfelf by running up into
ftraw, and produces no grain. This defect might
be eafily remedied, by ftrewing the ground with
fand, and fowing it for fome years with maiz or
Indian corn. . :

The




four leagues to the fouthward, and then found that
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The highi lands and other kinds of féil; not [i* |

~ able to be overflowed by the river, are even already

very well adapted for producing cors, and if the tri-
als made in fome places have not fucceeded, be-:
caufe the corn has béen blafted or mildewed; it
is owing to this circumftance, that the country nat
being cleared, the wind has not free accefs to difperfe

. thofe noxious vapours which generatc mildews.

An evident proof of which may be drawn from this,
that amongft the Illinois, where there is mbore mea-
dow than wood-land, wheat thrives and ripens as
well as in France.

On the thirteenth, after a very warm night, we

“advanced about three leagues, in fpite of a fouther-

ly wind, which ftill encreafed, and at laft became
fo violent that we were obliged to halt. A heavy
rain fell towards the evening, and about midnight
the wind fprung up at north-weft, which brought
on that exceflive cold I have already fpoken of.
To compleat our misfortune, an accident detained
us all the following day, though we were not
fafe to remain where we then were.  Not long ago
the Cherokees maflacred thirty Frenchmen near
this place; they were commanded by a fon. of
M. de Ramezar governor of Montreal, and a fon

. of the Baron dejLonguevil King’s-lieutcnant of that

city. Befides thefe Indians who are not as yet re-
conciled with us, we were kept in continual
alarms for. fear of the Outagamies, Sioux and
Chacachas; and I had not above three men in my
company.

On the-fifteenth, the wind“changed to the north,
and the cold continued to encreafe. -We advanced

the
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the river run four leagues more towards the north.

- Immediately after this uncommon winding we

pafled on the left the fine river Ouabacke, by means
of which there is a paffage as far as the country of
the Iroquois, when the waters are high. 7T his ri-
ver, at its entrance into the Miffiffippi, is not lefs
than a quarter of a league in breadth. There is
not, in my opinion, a place in all Louifiana more
proper for a fettlement than this, nor where it is

- of greater importanceto us to have one. The

whole country watered by the Ouabache and Oékio,
which runs into it,- is extremely fertile confifting of
vaft meadows, which feed. thoufands of buffaloes.
Befides its communication with Canada is as eafy
as that by the river of the Illinois, and the paffage
much fhorter. ~ A fort with a good garrifon would
keep the Indians in awe, efpecially the Cherokees,
who are the moft numerous nation on this conti-

nent- N

Six leagues below the miouth of the Ouabache,

and on the fame fide; we found the coaft extremely
~ high, and the earth of a yellow colour, from whence

fome have imagined that there are mines of iron in
this place. We made a good progrefs this day
which was the fixteenth, but fuffered extremely by
the cold : it continued to encreafe the following
days, though the wind had changed to fouth-fouth-
weft : we were even obliged as we advanced to
break the ice, which was formed on the furface of
the water. On the nineteenth we got four leagues
farther on our way, after which we were ftopped
by a fouth wind. 1 never found a north wind
colder than this. Itis probable, this was ftill the
north-weft wind which continued to blow, but that
the land refle€ted it fometimes on one fide, fome-
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times on another, according as our courfe lay upon
~ the river.- ' ‘

There is a fpecies of wild cats called Pijoux,
very numerous in thefe parts. Thefe bear a great
refemblance to ours, but are larger. 1 obfer-
ved that fome of them had very fhort tails, and
others again much longer and thicker: they
have likewife a very fierce look, and I have been
informed they are very ravenous and good hunters,
The forefts are full of wall-nut-trees, refembling
thofe of Canada, and their roots have feveral pro-
perties not obferved in the others. They are very
foft, and their bark affords a black dye; bu
their principal ufe confifts in medicine.  They

ftop a loofenefs, and furnith an excellent eme-

tick.

On the twentieth, there fell 2 great deal of fnow,

fo that we did not ftic from the place where we~

were, all that day; next day it grew milder, but
the following night a wind, at fouth-weft cleared
the' fky, and the cold began afreth. Next dayin
the morning, the brandy left in the pirogue was
found as thick as frozen oil, and the Spanith wine
I ufed for mafs, was quite frozen. The further
we defcended the more windings we found in
the river, the wind followed all its meanders,
and from whatever fide it came, the cold ftill
continued exceflive. In the memory of man
nothing like it had been feen in this country.

This day, we perceived a poft erected, on the
right (ide of the river, on taking a near view of
it, we found it was a monument fet up by the Ili-
nois, on account of. an expedition they had made
fometime ago againft the Chicackas. There were

_ -two
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two figures of men without heads, and fome others
entire. The firft reprefented the dead, and the
fecond the captives. One of my guides informed
me upon this occafion, that when any French were
amongft either, they were reprefented with their
arms upon their haunches, in order to diftinguith
them from the Indians, whofe arms were left
in a hanging pofture. This dittinéion is not
merely arbitrary, but proceeds from their ha-
ving obferved the French to make ufe of this

attitude frequently, which is never done amongft
them. ‘

Garcilaffo de la Vega mentions the Chicachas,
in his hiftory of the conqueft of Florida, and pla-
ces them nearly in the {ame part of the country

where they are at prefent. He rcckons them

amongft thofe nations of Florida who fubmitted.
to the Spaniards ; but this pretended fubmiffion
lafted no longer than the Spaniards were in their
neighbourhood, “and it is' certain they fold the
vittory they gained over them very dear. They
are ftill accounted the braveft foldiers in Louifia-
na, 4and were much more numerous in the time
of Ferdinand de Soto, than at prefcnt: butas to
the riches which this hiftorian attributes to
them, I neither underftand whence they had
them, nor how the fource of them comes to
be dried up, for at prefent they are neither more
opulent nor better civilized than the reft of the
Indians.

Our alliance with the Illinois has fet us at va-

‘riance with the Chicachas, and the Englith of Ca-
‘rolina blow up the diffention. Our fettleryent in

Loyifiana is a great eye-fore to them: asitis a
barrier which we have placed between their powfgr-
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ful colonies in North-America and Mexico ; and
we muft expect they will employ every method
their power to deftroy it. The Spaniards who fee
us with fo much jealoufy ftrengthening ourfelves
in this country, are not as yet fenfible of the im-
rant fervices we thereby render. them. A few
days after we pafied by this monument of the llii. -
nois, the Chicachas had their revénge of two
Frenchmen, who followed me in a pirogue. Thefe
Indians lying in ambufh among the canes on the
_banks of the river, as foon as they faw the French
oppolite to them, made 2 ruftling among the
canes without fhewing themfelves ; the two men
believing it was a bear or fome other wild beaft
drew pear -in order to take it; but juftas thy
were going to land, they difcharged their mufkets
at them, which laid them dead on the fpot. |
was very lucky not to be perceived - by them;
for my people would lofe no opportunity of hunt.

ing.

On the twenty-third, after a very cold night,
we had a very fine day, and though the ground
was ftill covered with fnow, the cold was fup-
portable. On the morrow we pafifed by the river
of the Chicachas, which is but narrow ‘theugh it
has a long courfe. Its mouth lies north and fouth,
From. hence to Kafkafquias are reckoned cighty
fix leagues ; but the way by land ‘would be fherter
by one half. Nothing cou'd have been more a-
greeable than' this navigation had the feafon been
milder : the country is delightful, and in the fo-
refts there are a number of ever-green trees’; the -
few meadows there likewife preferve their verdure,
and a confiderablé number of well wooded iflands.
fome of whom are pretty large, form very beauti-
ful canals through which the largeft fhips may faf;-

)
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ly pafs : it being affirmed that there is fixty fa-

thom water in this river above a hundred and fifty
leagues from the fea.

As to the forefts which almoft entirely caver this
immenfe country, there is nothing, perhaps, in
nature cowparable to them, whether we confider

the fize and height of the trees, or their variety, .

and the advantages which may be drawn from
them : for, excepting dye-wood, which require a
warmer foil, and are only to be met with between the
tropicks, there is hardly any fost of trees, which can
be mentioned, that are not to be found here. There
are forefts of cyprefs, eight or ten leagues in extent,
all the trees of which are of a thicknefs proportion-
able to their height, furpaffing every thing we have
of that kird in France. That fort of ever-green
laurel, which we have called the tulip-tree on ac-
count of the fhape of its flower, is now beginning
to be known in Europe. This grows to a greater
height than the chefnut-tree of India, and its leaf
is much ‘more beautiful. The palm is fill larger
and thicker, and yields a balm not much inferior
to that of Peru. Ail the known fpecies of nut-

trees are likewife to be found here in great quan-

tities, and all the woods proper far building or
carpenter’s work ; but care muft be had to avoid

. thofe which grow on the banks af the river, or
*in that fpace which is liable to be overflowed by

the rifing of the ftream, for their roots being con-
tinwally foaked in water, they would be oo heavy
and apt to rot very foon.

At length T arrived at the firft village of the
Akanfas on the fecond of December about ten
o'clock in the morning. This village ftands in
a fmall meadow on the weftern bank of the Miffi{-
fippi.  There are three others within the fpace
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of eight leagues, every-one of which contains 3
nation or particular tribe, and in one of the four
there are even two tribes, but all of them are
comprehended under the general name of the
AKka.fas. The Indians inhabiting the village
where | am now revifiting, are called Ouyapes. The
weftern company have here a magazine or ware-
houfe at which goods-are foon expetted, and they

hfve Tikewife a factor here who is very uneafy at
ing_obliged to wait for them fo long. L

The river of Akanfas, which is faid to have its
rife at a great diftance, difcharges its waters intwo
* the Miffiflippi at two mouths, about four leagues
from each other.  The firft is about eight leagues
from hence. This river, it is faid, has its rife in
the country of a nation ;of Indians called Black
Panis, who, I believe, aré better known under the
name of Panis Ricaras. 1 have with me a flave
of that nation. It is very difficult to get up the
river of the Akanfas, on account of the great num-
ber of rapides; and the water being in many

places fo fhallow that travellers are obliged to drag
their pirogues. v ' ~

“The river divides at the diftance of feven leagues
above the fecond and laft of its mouths, and at the
diftance of two leagues only, above the firft. A
fine river, called the White River, which comes
from the country of the Ofages, falls intoit. Two
leagues higher up are the Torimas and Topingas,
who inhabit one village. Two leagues farther
are the Southouis. The Kappas are fituated a little
higher up. This nation was very numerous in the
time of Ferdinand de Soto, nor had they much
decreafed when M. de la Sale difcovered the Mif-
fifippi. Oppofite to their village may be feen the
e : melancholy
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melancholy ruins of Mr. Law’s grant, of which the
company now remain the proprietors.

It was to this place, that the nine thoufand

- German palatinates were to have been fent; and

it has been a great lofs that that defign proved
abortive. There is not, perhaps, a country in all
Louifiana, excepting-that of the Illinois, where-
there is a better foil, for producing all forts of
grain and feeding of cattle. Mr, Law has. been
very ill ufed, as well as the greateft part of thofe
to whom grants were given. In all probability,
it will be fome time before fuch levies are made
again, there is occafion for themin the mothércoun-
try ; and befides, we commonly regulateour conduct
upon the firlt fuccefs of fuch enterprizes, without
confidering what has occafioned: their failure, in

- order to correét it for the future.

I found the village of the Ouyapes in the great-
eft defolation. Some time ago, a Frenchman
paffing this way was taken ill of the {mall-pox :
the infetion was at firt communicated to a few of

- the Indians, and foon after to the whole canton.

The burial-place appeared like a wood of ftakes
and pofts newly erected, on which was fufpended
almofl every thing in ufe amongft thefe barbari-

\, am'l:

\ . :
1 pitched my tent pretty near the village, and all
the night I heard nothing but weeping, in which
the men joined as well as the women, inceffantly
repeating the word nibabani, as 1 have heard it a-
mong the Illinois, and pretty much in. the fame
tone. The evening before, I faw a woman weep-
ing over her fon’> grave, and pouring a gréat
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ed a fire befide a neighbouring tomb, probably in
order to warm the deceafed" perfon. The Akanfas
are reckoned the largeft and handfomeft men of
all the Indians of this continent, and are called by
way of diftin&ion les beaux bommes,or the handfome
men. It is believed, and perhaps for this reafon,
that they have the fame origin with the Canfez of
the Miffouri, and the Poutewatamies of Canada,
But my piroguc is now loaded and I have only
time to clofe my letter, affuring you, that I
am, &C. e T o !

Akanfss, December 2, 1721
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{

LETTER XXX,

Voyage from the Akanfas fo the Natchez.. De-
Jeription of the Country. Of the River of the

Yafous. Of the Cuftoms, Manners, and Re-

- ligion of the Natchez.

- At the Natchez, Decemkr 25, 1721.

Madam, , _
' Set out from the village of the Ouyapes on the
third of December, fomewhat late in the even-
ing ; I however pitched my tent that night a little
below the firft mouth of the river of the Akanfas,
which feems: to be about five hundred paces in
breadth. Next day I pafled the fecond, which is
very narrow, and, on the fifth, puthed as far as

.-" the Pointe Coupeé, or Cut Point. This was a pret-

y high point, which run out into the river on the
Neft fide, and which the river has cut {o that it is
become an ifland 3 but the new channel is not, as
yet, navigable, unlefs when the waters are high.
From this place to the principal branch of the
river of the Akanfas, are reckoned twg and twenty
leagues, but there cannot bé above ten in a ftreight

" line; forghe river is very ferpentine, during the -

fpace of feventy leagues, which muft be traverfed
' ) _ in
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in going from the village of the Ouyapes to the
river of the Yafous, or Yachous, which I entered
on the ninth in the afterncon. There has not fallen
any fnow in this place, as amongft the Illinois, but
there has been a hoar froft, which has fhattered the
young trees, with which the low points and wet
lands are covered, in fuch manner, that it looks as
if all their branches had been purpofely broken off
by a ftick.

The entrance into the river of the Yafous lies
North-Weft and South-Eaft, and is about an Ar-
pentin breadth. lts waters are of a reddifh colour,
and are faid to affe& thofe who drink them with
the bloody Aux. The air is, ‘befides, extremely
unwholefome. I had three leagues to travel before
1 reached the fort, which 1 found all in mourning,
on account of the death of Monf. Bizart, its go-
vernor. Wherever I had been in Louifiana, I had
heard the higheft character of this officer from all
my countrymen. Hewasa native of Canada, and

fon of a Swifs major of Montreal. At the Yafous .
1 was told moft extraordinary things of his religion, .
piety, and zeal, to which, at laft, he fell a victim,
They all regretted him as their father, and a-
lglch that the colony had fuffered an irreparable
ofs.

" He had built the fort in a bad fituation, and,
before he died, had thought of removing it a
league farther off, to a fine meadow, where the air
was more wholefome, and where there was a village
of the Yafous, mixed with the Couroas and Ofe-
goulas, who Jltogether may fend about two hundred
fighting men into the field. We live in pretty
good correfpondence with them, but, at the fame
tithe repofe no great. confidence in them, on ac;
' : coun
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count of the conne&tions which the Yafous particu-
larly maintain with the Englifh.

There are a great many alligators in this river,
and I have feen two of them from twelve to fifteen
feet in length. They are never heard but in the
night-time, and their cry fo much refembles the
bellowing of bulls, that people -are frequently de-
ceived by it.  Our people, notwithftanding, bathe
in this river as freely as in the Seine. On my tefti-
fying my furprize at this, I was told, That they had
nothing to fear; thatindeed, when in the water,
they were conftantly furrounded by thefe animals,
but that none of them came near them, and feemed
only to watch them, in order to fall upon them,
the moment they were going "to ‘feave the fiver:
that then, in order to drive them away, they made
a {plafhing in the water with a ftick, which they
took care to be' provided with, and which made
thefe animals fly to fuch a diftance, that they had
+" fufficient time to fccure themfelves.

- The company has a ware-houfe at this port, as
they have at the Akanfas; but the fort and territory
belong to a private cempany, .confifting of M. Le
Blanc, fecretary of ftate ; M. le Comte’ de Belle-

Ifle, M. le Marquis d’ Arsfeld, and M. le Blond, -

brigadier Ingeneer. - This laft refides in the colony
in qualiry of direGtor-general of the company. I
cannot well comprehend what has mace them pitch
~ apon the river of the Yafous for the place of their
grant. They had affuredly much better lands, and
more advantageous fituations in their choice. *Tis
* true, itis a matter of importance to fecure this
river, the fource of which is not far from-Carolina ;
but a fort with a good garrifon would have been
fufficient for this purpofe, as well as to keep the
N Yafous
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Yafous in awe, whe are allies to the Chicahas.
The being obliged to be always on their guard
againft the Indians, who border upon the Englith,
is not the way to fettle a grant upon a folid foun-

dation.

I left the Yafous on the tenth, and, on the thir-
teenth, had it not been for a Natché Indian, who
afked his paffage from me in order to return to his

~ own country, I thould have been loftin a whirlpool,

with which none of my guides were acquainted,
and which cannot be perceived till one is fo far en-
gaged with it, that it is impoffible to get clear of
it. It liés on the left, atthe foot of alarge cape,
where it is faid, there is a very good ftone quarry:
this is what people are moft afraid of wanting in
this colony, but, to make amends, they may eafi-
ly make as many bricks as they- will, ‘

On the fifteenth we arrived at the Natchez.
This canton, the fineft, moft fertile, and beft
peopl:d of all Louifiana, lies at the diftance of
forty leagues from the Yafous, upon the fame fide
-of the river.  The landing place is pppolite a high -
- and rugged bank, at the foot of which runs a fmall
rivulet, which is capable of receiving only fhallops
and pirogues. From this firft bank we go up a
fecond, - or rather a hill, whofe afcent is tollerably
eafy, on the fummit of which ftands a redoubt,
‘enclofed by a fimple palifade. The name of a fort
has been given to this entrenchment. :

Several little hilis appear above this laft, and,
when thefe are once paft, we fee, on all fides, very
larg: meadows feparated from one another by fmall
copfes of wood, which produce a very fine effect.
The trees moft common 11 thefe woods are the pal;

' an
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and nut-trees ; and the foil is every where excel-
lent. The late M. & lberville, who firft entered
the Miffiffippi by its mouth, having penetrated as
far up as the Natchez, found the country fo delight-
ful, and fo advantageoufly fituated, that he con-
cluded the metropolis of the new colony could no
where be better placed ; and accordingly traced out
the plan of it, and intended to call it by the name
of Rofalse, which is that of the lady of the chancel-
lor of Portchartrain. ‘But it thould feem this pro-
~ je& was not to be put in execution fo foon, tho’

" our geographers have always thought fit to lay
down in their maps the town of Rofalie at the
Natchez. ' '

*Tis certain it was neceflary to begin by a fettle-
ment nearer the fea; but if ever Louifiana becomes
a flourithing colony, as it may very well happen,
it is my opinion there cannot be a better fituation
for a capital than this. It'is not liable to be over-

- flowed by the river, has a very pure air, and a great
extent of country; the foil is well watered; and
proper for producing every thing. Nor is itat
too great a diftance from the fea, and there is no-
thing to prevent fhipping from. going up to it.
Lattly, itis at a convenient diftance from all thofe
places where there can be any defign of making
fettlements. The'company have a magazine, and
keep a principal faétor here, who, as yet, has very
little to dos

Amongft a great number of private grants,
which are already in a condition to produce fome-
“thing valuable, there are two of the largeft ex-
tent that is allowed, being each four leagues fquare ;
one belonging to a company of Malsns, the inha-
bitants of it, and which they bought of M. Hubert,

: - , commiffary
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.commiffary in chief, and prefident of the coun-
cil in Louifiana; and tghc other to the company,
who have fent work-men thither from Clerac, in
order to make tobacco. - Thefe two grants are fi-
tuated in fuch a manner, as to form' a perfe& tri-
angle with the fort, the diftance of gne angle from
the other being one league.  Half way between the
two grants lies the great village of the Natchez, -
1 have carefully vifited all thefe places, and here
follows what I have abferved moft remarkable in
them. ) S ’

The grant of the Maloins is well fituated, and
nothing is wanting to make it turn out to advan-
. tage but Negroes, or hired fervants. 1 fhould ra-
ther chufe to employ the latter, becaufe, the time
of their fervice being expired, they become inha.
bitants, and increafe the number of the king’s na-
tural fubje&s ; whereas the former always continue
aliens: and who can be ceftain but that, by being’
multiplied in our-colonies, they may not one day
become our moft formidable enemies! Can we. de-
pend upon flaves who are only attached to us by
fear, and who never can have the pleafure of call-
ing thé place in which they are born by the en-
dearing name of their native country ?

The firft night I lay in this fettlement, there
happened a great alarm about nine. oclock in the
evening; upon afking the¥eafon of it, I was told
there was, in the neighbourhood, a beaft of an un-
known fpecies, of an extraordinary bulk,. and
whofe cry did not in the leaft refemble that of any
known 2nimal. -Nobody however could fay he had
feen it, and they formed a judgment of its.fize en-
tirely from its ftrength : it*had already carried off
fome fheep and calves, and worried fome cows. ”lé
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told thofe who gave me this account, that an en-
raged wolf might very well have done all this, and
that, as to its cry, people were deceived in thefe
matters every day. I could perfuade nobody, they
ftill would have it that it was fome monftrous beaft.
It was heard again, and every one ran out armed
with what he could find, but it was to no pur-

. pofe.

The company’s grant is ftill more advantageouf-
ly fituated than that of the Maloins. The fame
river waters both, and falls into the Miffiffippi, two
leadues from this place; a magnificent foreft of

~ cyprefs trees forms a barrier to it, and coversall
~the back fettlements. * :

I have feen in the garden of the gietir le Noir,

_the principal faftor, a very fine cotton trée, and,
a little lower, we begin to find wild Indigo. A -

trial of it has not yet been made, but there is rea-
fon to believe that it will fucceed as well as that
which was found on the ifland of St. Domingo,
where it is as much efteemed as the Indigo tranf-
ported - from foreign parts. Befides, experience
informs us that a foil which produces this. plant
naturally is very well adapted to receive foreign
feed. . .. ’

The great village of the Natchez is at prefent
reduced to a“fmall’ number of cabbins ; the reafon
of which, .I am told, is, that the Indians, whofe

~ great chief has a right to take every thing from
them, remove to as great a diftance from him as
they poffibly can, by which means feveral villages

«of thefe people have been formed at fome diftance:

from this. /| The Tious, their allies and ours, - have

one likewife in their neighbourhood:
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The cabbins of the great village of the Na.
chez, the only one I have feen, are in the form of
fquare pavilions, very low, and without windows,
Their roofs are rounded pretty much in the fame
manner as an oven. Moft of them are covered
with the leaves and ffraw of miaiz. Some of them
are built of a fort of mud, which feerned tolera-
bly good, and is covered outfide and infide with
wery thin mats.  That of the great chief is rough-
caft very handfomely in the inflide : it is Kkeways
~ larger and higher than the reft, being placed ina
more clevated fituation, and has no cabbins adjoin-
ing to it. It fronts a large fquare, which is none
of the moft regular, and looks to the north. A}
- themoveables I found in it were a bed of planks
very narrow, and raifed about two or three feet
from the ground; probably when the chief lies
down he fpreads over it a matt, or the fkin of fome
animal.

~ There was not a foul in the village, all of them’
‘having gone to a neighbouring village, where
- there was 3 feftival.  All their doors were open,
" but there was not any thing to be feared from
thieves, as nothing remained but the four walls.
~ Thefe cabbins have no vent for the fmoke, not-
withftanding thofe into which I entered were tole-
rably white. The temple ftands at the fide of the
chief ’s cabbin, facing the eaft, and at the extre-
mity of the fquare. It is built of the fame mate-
rials with the cabbins, but of a different fhape,
- being an oblong fquare, forty feet in length, and
twenty in breadth, with a very fimple roof, in the
fame form as ours. At each éxtremity there is
fomething like a weather-cock of wood, which
has a very coarfe refemblance of an eagle. ™
‘ c
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The gate is in the middle of the length of the
building, which has no other opening: on each
fide there are feats of ftone. What is within i3
quite correfpondent to this ruftic outfide. Three
pieces of wood, joined at the extremity, and placed
in a triangle, or rather at an equal diftance from
one another, take up almoft the whole middle fpace
of the temple, and burn flowly away. An Indian; -
whom they call keeper of the templ¢, is obliged
to tend them, and to prevent their going out:
If the weather is cold he may have a fire for him-
felf; for he is not allowed to warm himfelf at this,
which burns in honour of the fun. This keeper
was” alfo at the feftival ; at leaft I did not fee
him, but his brands occafioned a fmoke which
almof blinded us. '

Ornaments I faw none, nor any thing indeed
which could inform me that this was a temple. " I
faw only three or four boxes lying in diforder, with
a few dry bones in them, and fome wooden heads
on the ground, of fomewhat better wotkmanthip

_than the eagles on the roof. In fhort, if it had
not been for the fire, I thould have believed this -

temple had been deferted for fome time, or that it
had been lately plundered. Thofe cones, wrapt
up in fkins, the dead bodies of the chiefs ranged

in a circle within a temple intirely round, and_

terminated in the manner of a dome, thofe altars;
&9¢. of which fome accounts make mention, of all
thefe I bave feen nothing ; and, if ever fuch things
were to be feen, they have been greatly ehanged

fince that u{ ,

But, as no one ought abfolutely to be condemmned
while there is a fhadow o‘f/an excufe for him, itis
Veou 1L S S poffible
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poffible that the neighbourhood of the French
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made the Natchez apprehenfive of lofing the dead
bodies of their chiets, and whatever was moft
precious in their temple, for which caufe they have

carried them elfewherc ; and that the little regard

they pay to their temple at prelent is owing to its
havirg been fript of whatever was held moft facred
amongft them. 1t is however true, that, clofe by
the wall, and oppofite to the gate, there is a table,
the dimenfions of which I was not at the trouble
to take, as 1 had then no fufpicion of its being an
altar. 1 have been fince informed, that it is three
feet in height, five in length, and four in breadth.

1 have further heard, that they make a fmall
fire on it with the bark of the oak, which never goes
out, but this is falfe, for I faw no fire, nor any
thing from which it could be imagined there ever
was a fire there, They fay likeways that fourwold
men lie in the temple by turns, in order to keepup
this fire ; that he who is umn guard muft not go
out during the eight days he is upon duty ; that
they take the lighted charcoal of the logs that are
burning in the middle of the temple, to put upon

the altar ; that twelve men are employed in pro- -
viding oak-bark; that there are onkeys of wood,
and the figure of a rattlefnake, likewife of wood, -

placed upon the altar, to which they pay grea
honours : that when their chief dies he is buried,
and, when they imagine his fleh s confumed, the
keeper of ‘the ‘temple takes up’ is bones, wathes
them, wraps them up in their moft precious robes,
places them in large bafkets made of canes, which
he covers withr deer fkins, andaifpofcs them before

reigning chief; andthat then he fhuts them up with‘i:
' ‘ ot

the altar, where they remain till the death of -the-
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the altar itfelf, in order to make room for the bones
of him who died laft. 2

With refpect to the laft article, Ican eafily fay,
that I faw a few bones in one or two of the trunks ;
that they would' not have made one half of thofe
belonging to the human body; that they feemed -

_ very old, and lay not on the table which is called

the altar.  As to the other articles, firft, as I never
was in the temple butin the day time, I am entirely
ignorant of what paffes there during the night ;
and, in the next place, there was no watch in the
temple when I was there. I obferved, as I have
already faid, fome wooden monkeys, but faw no
figure of a ferpent.

What 1 have feen in fome relation, of this tem-
ple being hung with tapeftry, of its pavement be-
ing covered with matts of canes, of its being kept
in the greateft neatnefs, and. of their: carrying to it
every year the firft fruits of their harveft, muft

certainly be read with great allowances. On the

 contrary, I have never feen any thing more flovenly,

orin greater diforder. The billets of wood were
burning upon the bare ground, on which there was.
no matts, no more than on thewalls. M. le Noir,
who was with me, only told me, that every day
h¢ put a frefh billet to the fire, and, at every new
moon they provided wood for the whole morith.
He had this however only from hear-fay, for this
was the firft time he had feen the temple’as well as
myfelf. -

Here follows what I have been able to learn of
the nation of the Natchez in general. In their ex-
ternal appearance they differ n nothing from the
other Indians of Canada and Louifiana. They

‘ Sa- - feldom
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feldom make war, and do fot place their glory in
deftroying their fcllow creatures. What dittin-
guifhes them more particularly is the form of their
government, which is entirely defpotic; the great
dependance in the fubject, which reaches even to
a fort of flavery; a greater degree of haughtinefs
and grandeur in their chiefs, and a pacific fpiri,
from which however, for fome years paft, they
have deviated a little.

The “Hurons believe, as well as they, their
chiefs defcended from the fun, but there are none
of them who will be his flave, and follow him to
the other world to have the honour of ferving him
there. as trequently happens among the Natchez,
Gardilailo de la Vega fpeaks of this nation as a very
powerful people, and it is not quite fix years fince
that they reckoned four thoufand warriours amongft

them. 1t appears that they were {till more hume-
rous in the time of M. de la Sale, and even when

M. d’lberville difcovered the mouth of the Miffi- .

flippi, whereas at prefent they cannot fend two
thoufand fighting men into the field. This decreafe
of their numbers is attributed to contagious diftem-

pers, which for fome years paft have made great
havock amongft them.

The grand chief of the Natchez bears the name
of Sun, and, asamong the Hurons, the fon o
his neareft female relations always fucceeds him.
This perfon has the quality of woman-chief, and
great honours are paid her, tho’ the feldom meddies
in affairs of government. She has, as we¢ll as the
chief himfelf, the power of life and death, and it
is an ufual thing for them to order their guards,
whom they call Allouez, to difpatch any onc who
has the misfortunc to be obnoxious to cither.

t‘; Go

-




F

N ( 261 )
Go rid me of this dog, fay they, and they are in-
ftantly obeyed. Their fubjects, and even the chiefs
of their villages, never come into their prefence
without faluting them thrice, ard raifing a cry,
or rather a fort of howling. ‘They do the
fame thing when they withdraw, and always retire
going backwards. When they meet them they
are obliged to ftop, range theinfelves in order on
the road, and howl in the manner above mentioned
till they are paft. They are likeways obliged.to
carry them the beft of their harvelt, and of the
product of their hunting and fithing. In fine, no
one, not even their neareft relations, and thofe

-who compofe their nobility, when they have the

honour to eat with them, have a right to drink out
of the fame cup, or put their hands in the fame

difh,

Every morning, as foon as the fun appears, the
grand chief ftands at the door of his cabbin, turns
his face towards the eaft, and howls thrice, pro-
ftrating himfelf to the ground at the fame time. A
calumet is afterwards brought him, which is ne-
ver ufed but upon this dccaflion ; he fmoaks, and
blows the tobacco firft towards the fun, and then
towards the other three quarters of the world. He
acknowledges no mafter but the fun, from whom
he pretends he derives his origin. He exercifes
an abfolute power over his fubjecs, whofe lives
and -goods are entirely at his difpofal, and they
can demand no payment for any labour he requires

- of them.

When &he grand chief, or the woman chief, die,
all the Allouez are obliged to follow them to the
“other world, nor are they the only perfons who
have this honour : for it is certain!y reckonad one,

7 S3 | and
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and as fuch, greatly fought after. The death of 5
chief has been fometimes known to coft the lives
of above a hundred perfer<, and I have been told
there are few Natchez of any confiderable note who
die without being attended to the country of fouls,
by fome of their relations, friends, or fervants, It
appears from the different relations 1 have feen of
thefe horrible ceremonies that there is much va-
riation in them. Here follows an account of the
obfequies of a woman chief, which I had from a
traveller who was an eye-witnefs of it, and on whofe
fincerity I have good reafon to depend.

The hufband of this woman not being noble,
that is to fay, of the family of the fun, his eldeft
fon, according to cuftom, ftrangled him. After-
wards every thing was taken out of the cabbin,
and a fort of triumphant car was ereted of it, on
which were placed the body of the deceafed and

that of her hufband. Immediately after, twelve.

little children whom their parents had ftrangled,
by order of the eldeft fon of the woman chief,
who fucceeded to her dignity, were laid around
the carcaffes: This done, they erefted in the
gublick fquare fourteen fcaffolds adorned with

ranches of trees and ftuffs, on which were paint-
ed various figures. Thefe fcaffolds were defigned
for an equal number of perfons, who were toattend
the woman-chief to the other world, Their rela-
tions ftood round them, looking upon the per-
miffion given them, to facrifice themfelves in this
manner, as the g-eat.ft honour that could be done
to their families. They are fometimes ten years in
foliciting this favour before-hand, and thofe who
obtain it, are obliged to fpin the cord themfelves
with which they are to be ftrangled.

They ¥
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They appeared on the fcaffolds dreffed in their
richeft habits, each having alarge fhell in hisright-
hand. Their neareft relation ftood on the fame
hand, having a battle-ax in his left, and the cord
which is to do the execution under his left-arm.
From time to time he fings the death-cry, at which
the fourteen vi&ims come down from the fcaffolds,
and dance all together in the fquare before the
temple, and the cabbin of the woman-ch'ef. This
and the following days great refped is paid
them, cach has five domeftics to attend him, and
their faces are painted red. Some add, that
during the eight days preceeding their death, they
wear a red ribband on their leg, and that all that
time every one is follicitous to regale them. Be
this as it will, at the time I am now fpeaking of,

“the fathers and mothers of the ftrangled chil-

dren took them in their arms, and difpofed them-
felves on each fide of the cabbin, the fourteen def-
tined to die, placed themfelves in the farfie .man-
ner, and were followed by the friends and reldtions
of the deceafed, who had all their hair cut off,
which is their way of mourning : all this time they
made the air refound with fuch frightful cries, that
one would have thought all the devils in hell
had broke loofe, in order to come to howl in
this place; this was followed with dances and
fongs; thofe who were to die danced, and the rela-
tions of the woman-chief fung.

At laft the proceflion began. The fathers and |

mothers carrying their dead children appeared firft,

walking two and two, and went immediately before

the litter, in which was the corpfe of the woman-

chief, carried on the fhoulders of four men. The

reft followed in the fame order. At every ten
‘ S ¢ - paces
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* paces the children were thrown upon the ground,

thofe who carried the litter trampling upon them,
fo that when the praceffion arrived at the temple,
their little bodies were quite torn to pieces.

While they were interring the corpfe of the wo-

man-chief in the temple, the fourteen perfons

deftined to die were undrefled and feated on the
ground before the gate, having each two India
about him, one feated an his knees, and the other
holding his hunds behind him. The cords were
paffed round their necks, their heads were covered
with the {kin of a roe-buck, and after being made to
fwallow three pieces of tobacco, and to drink 2
‘glafs of water, the relations of the woman-chief,
- who fung all the time, drew the cords at each
end till they were ftrangled. After which all the

carcafles were thrown together into a ditch and
covered with earth,

When the grand chief dies, his nurfe, if fill
alive, muft die likewife. But it has often happen-
ed, that the French not being able to prevent this
ba-barity, have «btained leave to baptize the chil-.
‘dren who were to be ftrangled, and thus have
ﬁrcvenged their accompanying thofe in whoie

onour they were. ftrangled, to their pretended -

paradife.

I know no nation on the continent, where the

* fex is more difurderiy than in this. They.are even

 forced by the grand chief and his fubalterns to prof--

titut: themfulves to all comers, and a2 woman is not
~the lefs eftcemed for bdng public.  Though po-
Jyg:my is permitted and the number of wives
. which a man-'may have is unlimited, yet every o?e,
: : or
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for the moft part contents himfelf with one, whom
he may divorce at pleafure; but this, howevor,
is a liberty never ufed by any but the chiefs. The
women are tolerably well-looked for favages, and
neat enough in their drefs, and every thing be-
lunging to them. The daughters-of a noble fami-
'ly are allowed to marry none but private men;
but they have a right to turn away their huf
band when they think proper, and marry an-

other, provided there is no alliance betweoa
them. ' '

If their hufbands are unfaithful to them, they
may caufe them to be put to death, but are nog
fubje to the fame law themfelvés: on the contra-
ry, they may entertain as many gallants as they

- pleafe, without the hufband’s daring ta take itamifs,
thigbeinga privilege attached tothe blood of the fun.
He ftands in a refpectful pofture, in the prefence
of his wife, never eats with her, falutes her in the
fame manner as the reft of her domefticks, and
all the privilege which this burthenfome alliance:

procures him, 18 an exemption from travel and fome
authority over his wife’s fervants. !

The Natchez have two chiefs of war, two maf-
ters of ceremonies for the temple,two officers to regu-
late the proceedings in treatiss of peace and war, one
who has che infpection of the works, and four more
who are charged with the management of the pu-
blick feafts. The grand c.iet difpofes of thefeem-
ployments, and thofe ci whom' he confers them
are refpected and obeyed as himfelf. Their har-
veft is.in common, the chief appoints the day,
and affembles the village. About the'end of Julp

he appoints another day, for the commencement of -
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a feftival, to continue for threedays which are fpent
in games and feafting.

Every private perfon contributes to this, from
the produce of his hunting and fithing, and from
his other provifions, confifting of maize, beans and
melons. The grand chief commonly called the
fun, -and the woman-chief prefide at this™ feflival
in an elevated lodge, which is covered with foli-
age: they are carried thither in a litter, and the
former holds in his hand a fort of fcepter adorned

- with feathers of . various colours.  All the nobility

fit round them in a pofture of refpe®. On the laft
day the chief harrangues the affembly, and exhors
them all to be exa& in fulfilling their duty, efpe-
cially to preferve a great veneration for the fpirits
who refide in tht temple, and to give good inftruc- |
tions to their children. 1If any one has fignalized
himfelf by a publick-fpirited action, he makes his
culogium. Twenty years ago the temple was re-
duced to afhes by lightning, feven or eight
women threw their children into the ﬁames, in
order to appeafe the genii; ~the chief immediately
had thefe heroines before” him, gave them publick-
ly the higheft praifes, and concluded his difcourfe,
by exhorting the reft of the women to imitate,
when occafion offered, fo great an example.

The heads of families never fail to carry to the
temple the firft fruits of all they gather, and the .
.pn£n6 made to the nation, are difpofed of in the
fame manner. They are laid before the door of
the temple, and the keepef after having offered
them to the fpirits, carries them to the chief who
difpofes them as he fees proper. The feed which
As to be thrown into the ground is, in like m’};’."%"'é
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offered before the temple with great ceremony;
but the offerings made of bread and flour at every
n:w-moon, are for the benefit of the keepers of
the temple.

The marriages of the Natchez differ but little |

from thofe of the Indians of Canada: the prin-
cipal difference confifts in the bridegroom’s ma-

" king prefents to the parents of the young woman
he is to efpoule, and in the nuptials being followed

by a great feaft. None but the chiefs have above

~ one wife, the reafon of which is, that they having

their lands cultivated by the people at no expence,

- do not find the number of their wives burthen-

fome to them. The chiefs marry with il lefs
ceremony than the people. It is fufficient for them
to give notice to the relations of the girl upon-
whom they have caft their eyes, that they enrol
her into the number of their wives ; but they keep

only one or two in their own cabbins, the reft re- .

maining with their relations, whom they vifit when
they-think fit. There is no fuch thing as’ jealoufy
‘in thefe marriages ; on the contrary, the Natchez,
without any ceremony, lend one another their
-wives, -and this is probably the reafon of the fa-
cility with which they part with thém, in order to

" take other wives.- .

When a war-chief wants to levy a .party, he -

plants in a place appointed for that purpofe two trees
adorned with feathers, arrows, and battle-axes ;
all painted red as well as the trees, which are like-
wife marked on that fide on which the expedi-

“tion is to fet out. Thofe who incline to enlift, pre-

fent themfelves before the chief drefled in the beft
manner, with their faces dawbed all over with dif-

" ferent colours, and make knovgn their defire of

learning
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" required for the intended expedition, he caufes pre-
_pare-a beverage which is called tbe medicine of war.

with refpe& to dreams than the Indians of
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learning the trade of arms under his condu&, and
declare themfelves difpofed to endure all the fa.
tigues of war, and ready to die, if neceflary, for
the good of their native country. ,

‘When the chief has got the number of foldicrs

This is a vomit made with a root boiled in water:
two pots of this drink are given to every one,
which he muft fwallow one after another and is
fure to throw up again with the moft violent
reaches. They are next bufied in making pre-
parations, and -untill the day fixed for their de-
parture the warriors meet every.morning and even-
ing in the iquare, where, dancing and recounting
their greateft exploits in arms, every.one fings his
death-fong. This people are no lefs fuperftitious”

Canada: there-only wants a bad,omen to make
them return back, even after they have fet out on
an expedition. -' o

The warriors march in great order, and ufe
great precaution in cncamping, and to enable
them to rally agdin, Scouts are frequently fent
out on difcoveries, but no centinels are fet during
the night: they put out all the fires, recommend
themfelves to the genii, and. then go to fleepin
fecurity, the chief having firft warned every one
not to inore too loud, and to keep his arms always
r:ady by him and in good condition. - The idols
are expofed on a' branch which hangs tewards the
enemy, and all the warriors before they lie down

fs one after another, with their tomahawk in their -
and, before thefe pretended divinities. “Then they

- . - turty
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i turn themfelves towards the enemy’s country pour- \
) ing forth great menaces, which the winds frequent-
r ly carry to the other fide.

It does not appear that the Natchez during

5 their march, exercite thofe cruclties on their pri-
' foners which are ufual in Canada. When thefe .
unhappy wretches arrive at the great village, they =

are made to. fing and dance feveral days running

, ~ before the temple, after which they are delivered -
s up.to the rélations of thofe who have been killed.
1t in the campaign ; who upon receiving them burft

out into lamentations, and then drying up their = "
tears with the fcalps ‘which the warriors have
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1 brought home, they tax themfelves, in order to re-

g compence thofc who have given them the flaves, . .

is whofe lot is always to be burnt. g -
5. f

of The warriors change their names as they perform

o new cxploits ; they receive'them from the old war-
n - chiefs, and thefe names always bear fome rela- °

tion to the atjon by which they have merited this
diftin&ion; thofe who for the firft time have ta-

; .
4
.
|

ife ken a prifoner or cut off a fcalp, muft, for the fpace
Jle ' of a month, refrain from feeing their wives or eat- -
-t ing meat. They imagine, that fhauld they fail in
iz - this, the fouls of thofe they have killed or burnt =
nd ‘ would occafion their death, or that the firft wound I
in - they fhould receivefrom an enemy would prove mor- \%
ne, " tal,orat leaft, thatthey would gain no farther advanta- -
y8 ges over their enemies, ~1f thegrand chief commands _ R il
ols his fubjeéts in perfon, great care is taken that he = i;;
she > do not expofe himfelf too much, lefs, perhaps, out ¥
wn . of zeal for his prefervation, than out of fear that N
eir the other chiefs of war and principal men of the ° e
ey ‘ party, may run the rifk of being put to death, %
iy . tor not having taken better care of him. %
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The jugglers of the Natchez bear a great re-
femblance to thofe of Canada, and treat the fick
much in the fame manner. They are well reward-
ed, if the fick perfon recovers, but if he dies, it
often cofts them their lives.  There is another
fpecies of jugglers among this people, who run no
lefs ritks than the phyficians. Thefe are fome
worthlefs old fellows, who, in order to procure fub-
fitence for their families, »without being obliged to
work, undertake to procure rain or fine weather,
according as cither is wanted. In fpring the people
tax themielves, in order to buy from thefe pretend-
ed magicians a favourable feafon for the fruits of
the earth. If rain is required, they fill their mouths
with water, and then with a pipe, the extremity of
which is pierced into feveral holes like a funnel,
they blow into the air on that fide where they per-
ceive a cloud, and all the time playing on a chi-
cln?a' ¢ in one hand, and lifting up their manitou
into/the air with the other, they invoke the clouds
with frightful cries, to water the fields of thofe who
have fet them at work. ~

If good weather is demanded, they mount upon
the roof of their cabbin, making figns to the clouds
to pafs by, and if they pafs'and diffipate they dance
and fing round their idols, then fwallow the fmoke
of tobacco, and offer their caluu;:: towardsb!;eavcn.
All the time thefe operations laft, they obferve a
rigorous faft, and do nothing but dance and fing;
if they obtain what they have promifed they are
well rewarded, butif not they are put to death with-
out mercy. But the fame perfons do not undertake
to procurg rain and fine weather; their genii,
l';lz(h they, have it not in ‘their power to give

3 Mourning

=
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Mourning amongft thofe Indians confifts in cut-
ting off their hair, in forbearing to paint their
faces, and in abfenting themfelves from the affem-
blies ; but I am ignorant how long it lafts. Nor
have I been able to learn whether they celebrate
the feftival of the dead, of which ceremony I have
already given you a defcription ; it feems, that in
this nation where all are in fome manner flaves to
thofe who command, funeral honours are fet apart
for thefe alone, and efpecially for the grand chief
and the woman-chief,

Treaties of peace and alliance are concluded with
a great deal of form and ceremony, in which the
grand chief conftantly maintains his dignity like a
real fovereign. So foon as he is informed of the
day of the arrival of Ambaffadors, he gives or-
ders to the mafters of the ceremonies to make pre-
parations for their reception, and appoints thofe
who are to take their turns of maintaining the en-
voys. For it is at the expence of his fubjects that
he defrays the charge of an embafly. On the day
of the entry of the Ambaffadors, every one has
his place appointed according to his rank, and

~ when thefe minifters are at the diftance of five

hundred paces from the F;and chief, they make a
hait and fing .the peace-fong.

An embafly, for the moft part, confifts of thirty

men and fix women. Six of the beft voices put
themfelves at the head of the train and fing, the
reft following them, whilft a chichikoué regulates

" the meafure. When the grand chief makes a fign

to the ambafladors to draw near, they again begin

~ their march; thofe who carry the calumet dance

and fing, turning themfelves on all fides, and ma-

king a thoufand antick motions, grimaces, and

© contortions.
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contortions. They play the fame farce over again
round the grand chief, as foon as they have come

‘into his prefence ; then they ftroak him with tj;-

calumet from head to fpot, and afterwards return
to their company.

And now they fill-the calumet with tobacco, and.
holding the fire in one hand, advance all together
towards the grand chief, and prefent him the calu-
met lighted. They fmoke along with him, blow-
ing the firft vapour of their tobacco towards the
fky, the fecond towards the earth, and the third all
round the horizon.  This done they prefent their
calumet to the relations of the grand chief and to
the inferior chief, Afterwards they ftroak the
ftomach of the grand chief with their hands, and
then rub themfelves over the body ; laftly, they
lay their calumets on forks over againft the grand
chicf, when the orator of the embafly begins his
harangue, which continues for an hour,

This being over, a fign is made to the ambaffa- -
dors, who had hitherto continued ftanding, to fit
down, on fea's placed for them, near the grand
chief, who makes anfwer to théir difcourfe, and
likewife holds forth for a whole hour. This done,
the malter of the ceremonies lights a great calumet
of peace, and gives it to the ambaffadors who
fmoke with it, and fwallow the firft draught.
Then the grand chief enquires after their health,
ali thofe who affift at the audience pay the fame
compliment, and then they are conducted to the
cabbin appointed for their refidence, where a grand
repaft is prepared for them. On the evening of
the fame day the grand chief pays them a vilit;

- but when they are informed he 1s about to leave his

apartment, in order todothem this honour, theygoin -
' quett
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queft of him, ¢ carry him on their fthoulders to theis
Cuob n,and feat himon a lars» flin.  One of them
p..xces himfelf behind him, lednmg with both his
hands on his fhoulders, and gently fhaking him fo"
ome time, whillt the rett feated on the ground in
acircular form, fing their great exploits in war,

Thefe vifits are renewed every morning and e-
vening, but at laft the ceremonial is chanced The
anbaffadors erect a poﬁ in the middle of cheir cab-
tins, round which they all feat themielves : the war-
riurs who accompany the grand chief, being dre{fed
in their richeft habits, dance and ftrike upon the
peft by turns, recounting at the fame time their
callant feats in war; after which they make pre-
rents to the ambafladors.  On the next day, thefe,
for the firft time, have liberty to walk about in the
village, and every evening feftivals are prepared for
them, confifting only of dances. 'When they are
about to deparr, the mafters of the ceremonies
furnith’them with the provifions requifite for their
wurney, which is always done at the expence of
rrivate>perfons.

The greateft part of the nations of Louifiana,
ted tormerly their temples as well as the Natchez,
:nd in all thefe temples a perpetual fire is kept up.
Ittheuld even feem, that the Maubilians enjoyed &
fort of primacy in religion, over all the other na-
tens in this part of Florida s ; for when any of their
fires happened to be extinguifhed through chance,
or negligence, it was necefTary to kindle them again
at theirs, But the temple of the Natchez is “the -
only one fubfifting at prefent, and is held in great
veneration by all the favages inhabiting this vaft
continent, the decreafe of whofe numbe;s is as cene
fiderable, and has been ftill more fudden, than that

Vor. 1L : T of
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of the people of Canada, without its being poffible
to aflign the true re.fon of this event. Whole na-
tions have entiiely difappeared within the fiace of
forty years at moft; and thofe who ftill remain,
are no more than the fhadow of what they were,
when M. de Sale difcovered this country. I muft
now take my leave of your Grace, for reafons

which 1 fhall foon have the honour to explain
to you.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XXX .

{uyage from the Natchez fo New Oileans.
Defeription of the. Country and of feveral
Indian Villages, with that of the Capital of
Louifiana. :

New Orleans, Fanuary 10, 1722,
Mad.m,

ami now at laft arrived at this famous city of

Nouvelle Orleans, New Orleans. Thofe whas
iave given it this name, muft have imagined
Crleans was of the feminine gender. But of what
confequence is this? Cuftom, which is fuperior
10 all the laws of grammar, has fixed it fo.

This is the firft city, which one of the greateft
rivers in the world has feen ereted on its banks, *
it the eight hundred fine houfes and the five
parithes, which our Mercury beftowed upon it two
vears ago, are at prefent reduced to a hundred -
barracks, placed in no very good order ; to a large
ware-houfe built of timber ; to two or three houfes
which would be no ornament to a village in France

T 2 tQ
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. to one half cf a forry ware-houfe, formerly fet apar:
for divine fervice, and was {carce appropriated for

that- purpoic, “Wwhen it was removed to a tent:
what pleafure, on the other- hand, muft it ¢ive to
fce this futuré capiral of an immenfe and BeaunkuL
country mcreaﬁng infenfibly, and to bc able, not
with g lwh like Virgil’s hero, when fpeaking bf his
- native country contumed by the flames, ez campus
’ ubi Trojee juiz, but full of the beft grounded hopes
to I.u,,;h t this wild and defare place, ar prcl%nt
rhoﬁ entirely covered .over with canes and trees,’
ﬂxa\l cne duy, and perhaps, that:day is not very

far off, become the capltal of a large and r.ch co-
N lony

o

“Your Grace will, perhaps, afk\ me upon what
thefe hopes are foundcd ? They are founded on
+ the firvation of this my “60-the banks of a navi-
gable river. at the dilauce of thirty three leagues
% from the .ea, from which a veffel m  come up
- in twenty ‘our hours 3 on the fertility of its foil;
on the miidinc!s and who'eﬁ men: s of the chmatc,
in” thirty degrecs noith latitdde ; on the indyftry
= eof the mhat itnt> 5 con its Reighbourtood to Mexi-
co, the Huvanna, the finck iflands of America, . |
and lift v, to’ t.,;\h}r_ghl’h colonies. Can there be ™
any hirg more requifite to render +¢ity flourifh--
ing? KRome ard Paris had nob, futh confiderablé
bcgu mings, were not b ilt un\sLer foch _happy
aufpxces, and ‘their fourders met not with thofe ad-
* vantages on the Seine and the -Tiber, which, we
have tound on the Miffiffippi, in comparifon of
, which, thefc two rivers are no more than brooks.
nr But tefor: T 'eng gein the dcfcuptiop of what'i8 -
eugious 10 thisgl et, I thal';"to preferve due order,

o rci'ume my. Joumal where 1 lcft oﬁ‘ A
el ,rf' L Iﬁaycd ,
S G .
)" . B : /;v‘* f . ) o - .
=, L
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I ftayed among the Natchez much lonmer than 1
expeted, which was owing tq ;}fg‘ij;ﬁgwgc Corgi.
tion 1n which 1 fcund' the French 'with re pedt
fpiritual affiftance.  The dew of heaven has o+ as
yet tullen upon this fine coun ry, which is more
than any other enriched with the fat of the earrh,
The late M. o’ Ibervillc had defizned a Jetult for
this place, who accompanied him in hLis fecond
voyage to Louifiana, in order to eftablith Chy fti-
anity in a nation, the converfion of which e doyube-
ed not would draw alter it, ti.at of a!l the re ft; iue
this miffionary on pafling thiough the vitlage of
the Bayagoulas, imag ned he found more fuvour-

o

able difpofitions towa.ds rcligion there, ard while -

he was thinking on fixing his refidence on on:{t
o g -

them, was recalied to France, by order of Lis \u-

periors. - -

An ecclefiaftic of Canada was in the fequel fent
to the Natchez, “where he refided a fuFcient time.

bur made no profelites, though he fo tur gained the

good graces of the woman chief, that out of refpect
to him, fhe called one of her fons by his name.
This miflionary being obliged to make a voydge
to the & dile, was killed on his way thither by
fome Indians, who p-obatly had no other motive
for this cruel action, but-to plunder his baggage,
as had before happened to another pricft, on the
fide ‘of the Akanfas. From this time forth all
Louifiana, below th- Illinois, has been wit any
ecclefiaftick, excepting the Ton‘eas, whottor deve-
ral years have had a miffionary-
and efteem, and would even hywe
chief, but who has“not"
ftanding all this, to-perfuade onz fingle perfon o

chofen for” thiic
en able, notwith«

T e T
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: how can wc imagine meafures are to be t-
r\;n to convert the mﬁdc’fs """ when the children of

the faith themfelves are, almoft all of them, with-
out paltors? 1 have already had the honour to in-
form your Grace, that the canton of the Naccher
1s the moit populous of this colony; yetit is five
years fince the French there have heard mafs, or
even feen a prieft. I was indeed, fenfible, that if
the gréateft number cf the inhabitants had an in-
differencé towards the exercifes of rehoxon, which
is the common effect of the want of the facra-
ments ; feveral of them, however, exprefled much:

. eagernels to lay hold of the opportunity my voy-

age afforded them, to put the affairs of their con-
fcxence in order, and I did not believe it my

duty, to fuffer myfclf to be much entreated o thv
occafion.

The firft propofal made to me was to marry, in
the fice of the church, thofe inhabitante, who by
virtte of a divil contraét, exvecuted in pvefcrce ct
the commandant and principal clerk of the place,

“had cohabitcd together without any fcraple, alled-

ging, fer excu‘e, alonc with thofe who had au-
thorized this concubinage, the neceffity there was
of pecpling the country, and the impoffibility of |
p*\"v*m'y a pr: i2ft. I reprefented to them, thav
there were P"I&A s at the Yalous and New Orleans,
and that the affair was well worth the trouble of a
voyage thither; it was anfwered, that the cor-
trafting parties were not in a condition to under-
take fo long a journey, nor of being at the expence
of procuring a prieft. In fhort, the evxl being done,
the queftion was only how to remedy it, which 1
did. After this, I confeffed all thofe who cffered
themielves ; but their. mmbcx:; vas not fo great as
I expected. -

\ 03¢ h‘n“
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Nothing detaining me longer at the Narchez, I

fet-out from thence on the 26ci of December prety

late, in company with M. de Pauger, King’s engi-
neer, who was employed in vifiting the colony, in
order to exam'ne the proper places for building
forts. We advanced four leagues, and encamped

- on the banks of a fmall river on the left ; next

day we reimbarked two hours before it was light,
with a pretty ftrong wind agiinft us.  "I'he river
in this place makes a circuit or winding of fourteen
leagues, and according as we turned, the wind
being refleGted by the land, and the illands
which are here in great number turned with
us, fo that we had it the whole day in our teth.
Notwithftanding we got ten lesgues farther, and
entered another {fmall river on the fame fide. The
whole night we heard a very great noife; whichT
imagined was the effect of the winds growing {t on-
ger; but I was told that the river had been very
calm, and that the noife which kept us awake had

" been occafioned by the filhes beating ‘the water

with their tails. :

‘On the 28th, after advancing two leagues far-
ther, we arrived at the river of the Tonicas, which
at firft appears to be no more than a brook; but
at the diftance of a mufket-thot frem its mouth,
forms a very pretty lake. If the river continues
to carry its ftream or courfe towards the other fide,
as it has done for fome time paft, aii this place
will become inacceffable. The river of the Tonicas
rifes in the cduntry of the Tcbafas, and its naviga-
tion is very much interrupted wita falls or rapid

currents. The village ftands beyond the lake on
a pretty eminence ;, yet its air 1s faid to be un<’

wholfome, which is attributed to the bad quality
of the water of the river ; but I am rather of opi-
nion, it is owing to the ftagnation of the waters

T 4 ic
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in the lake. _This village-is - built round a very
large fquare, and is mdlﬁ'crcntly ‘populous. ~- - -

"~ The chief’s cabbin is finely decorated-for an In-
dian’s, on the outfide’s on which there are Bgures
in frcflg, not fo badly executed as one would ex- -
. pe Itis very obfcure within doors, and I could
- fee nothing in it but chefts, full, as I was told, of
. goods and money. The chicf received us very
C podxtcl), he was dreffcd after the French fathion;
* and feemed in no- -ways “incommoded “with h;s
: /g‘. -~ cloaths. Our commandants repofe greater conf.
e * dence in this man, than in any other of the Indians ™
- ~of Louifiana: he loves our nation, and has no
teafon to repent the fervices he has done us. He
carrics on a trade with the French, fupplying them
~with horfes and -poultry, and is very expert at .
--bufisefs.  Fe has learned from us the art of lajing-
*(ip money, and‘is accounted veryfich,. He has
R lono left off wearing the Indian -habit, and -takes
_‘ /\ great pride in appeanno a1way§€cll drcﬁ%-‘

P

_ ,J;(.; _ The reft of the cabbins i f!m; vxllaoe are parth .
: fquare like that of the chief] and partly round
- at'the Natchez; the’ fquare upon which they anl
: - ftand is about-a hundred paces in diameter, where-
S «thouah it was that day extremeély_hot, the young

people were diverting themfelves at a fort of track,
not unlike ours in Europe. There are two other -
villages belonging to this nation” at no great dit-
tance from this, which are all that remains of apéo- *
> : ple heretofore very numerous. I havelalrea bl

ferved, that they had a miflionary whor
- grcatly efteemed, but have fince-learned thc;:’oncc
o pcllcdhim,onaceounbefhxsfcftmgd'mr temple ~
: \"i . onfire, which, however; they have nat rebu_lz_mL

T rekindled i its ﬁrc, a ccr:am proot oF the:r md:ﬁ'crenc%
: o _ v A 7
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with rcfpc"t to rcligion : fooa after they even re-
called the miff ~nary, but he in his trn Las now
lett themw, on 1.1)(11'1 they hiftened to ali he was

.
able to fay with an indolence which he was u..aU
to get the better cl.

From the bottom of the lake or bay of the T.-
‘1ca,, were we to ufe cances of ba'l\, by a carrv-

iz pu,cc of two leagues, ten might be faved in

*ln. navigation of the river.  Two leagues lower
" than the Tonicas, on the right-hand, is Red river,

or Rio Colorads, at the entrance of which the fa-

dz, ended his exploits and life together.  This ri-
ver runs eaft and weft for fome time, and then
rurns to the fouth. For the fpace of forty leagues

thing but impaffible morafies. Its mouth feems to
~be. about two hundred toifes in breadth ; ten

river, otherwife called the river of the Ouatchitas,
which runs from the north, and for feven morths
- il the year, has little or no water in ir.

Notwithftanding, fome grants have been obtain-
ed here, which, in= all probabxlxty, ever will be
goed for any thing; the motive for thefe fettle-
ments is the neighbourhcod of the Spaniards, which
has ever been a fatal temptation to this colony, and
>through the -hopes of trading with them, the beit
~lands in the world have been feft urcultivated. The
Natchitdches are Tettled on the barks of the Red-
river,. and we have thought proper to build a fort
amongft them, in order to prevent the Spaniards
from ﬁxxﬁg themfelves nearer us. We encamped
on the 29th, a little below the mouth of the Red-
m'cr, in a very fire creeik.~

On

mous Ferdinand de Soto, the conqueror of Flori- ‘

it is navigable for pirogues, beyond which are no-

ieagues above, it receives on the right-hand Black-
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On tha soth, after advancing five leagucs, we

paii d a 1rcm d ponte conpie, or-cut point ; [h( r-
ver nakes g very creat turmingin this place, on!

- the Cunadians. ty means ot dwom;a the channc| of

a imall brook, have corried the waters of the river
into it, where fuch is the impetuofity of the ftream,
that the point has been e urely cut throuon, and
thereby travellers fave tourtven leagues of therr
voyage. The old bed is now a&u.llly dry, having
never any water in~it, but in the time of an in-
undatioin 3 as evident proof that the river inclines
its channel towards the eaft, and a circumftance
which cannot be too much attended to, by thofe
who fetile o1 cither file. This new channel has
been, fince that time, founded with a hine of thirty
fathoms, without finding any bottom.

Tinmediately below and on the famc fide, we faw
the feeble beginnings of a grant; - called Sainse
Rezire, belorox g to Meflrs. Coetlogon and Koli.
It is fituatcd on a very fertile {pot, and has nothing
to tear from the overlowing of the river; bu'
from nctiing, nothing can procccd cfpcc.ally, when
people are not in u[1 stous, ard 1n fuch a fituatior
this fittlement appeired to be. . Advancing a
league farther this day, we arrived at the gr.nt of
Mada~re ¢- M. u\rts, where the rain dct.{ncd us

“ail the fol owing day. A few huts covered with

the lcaves of trees, and a large tent male of
canvas, arc what the whole of this fettlement a
prefent confifts of.  {'lanters an goods are ex-
pected from the Black river, whdre the warchouics
are, which they feem refolved 'nut to abandon.
But I am very much afiieid, that by endeavour-

_ing to make two fettiements at once, both wit!

prob;b.v mitar
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" niver, behind a cyprets wood, "where the bottom 3 -

. the afhes of the pellicle itfeit laij upon it : ST

( 283 ) ° e .
The feil where this laft is begun is verv good,
tot it mudt be butle a quarter of 4 lesyue rrom the -

<\
e, S

LT T e T

marfhy, which may b: employed in railing rice or L
oarden-ftutf, - Two leagues farther .vn‘lm the ’
woods is a lakc two lcagues in circuit, the banks
of which are covered with game, and which per,
haps would alfo furnifh abundance of fill, were -
the alligators with which it {warmns at p'~|c.1t de-
ﬂmyed At this pl ace I'lecarned fome fecrets whic h
I thall communicate to your Grace at the price
they coft me; for I have not had ume to :mk, ,
trial of them. ,
. /

The male cyprefs in this country bears a fort of
of "hufk, which, as they fay, muft be gathered
green, and )luds a balm which is fovercign to tie
cure of cuts or wounds. The trez frum which )
the copalm diftills, has, among other- virtuzs, .
that of curing the droply. ﬂc 10018 of thols ’
large cotton trecs, whi_h I have already fposcen ct,
and which are found all along tHP roﬂ frm lam
Ontario, are a certain remedy ?0" allkinds of burns; L
the interior pellicle muft be boiled in water, the , A
wound fomented with this water, and zirerwarcs 2

KS
|

A

. e
et § !

.

On the firft day of the new year we fail maf~
2bout three leagues from the _habitation ‘¢t Ma- .
dam cde Mezieres, in a erant be! 0'1gm7 o \I D:- _ T
ron @’ Artaguette infp:zctor- general of the troops of .

Louifiana. We had here a monilruo us large of-
toife brought us ; and we were tf‘ i that theie ani-
mals had Juﬁ broke through a lar;;+ bar of iren

it the fuét M}Lle\,marﬂ to behcv ir TMould ha.v .!'I:'

feen it,! the {pittle hefe animals muft be a ftreng S j- :

diffolvent: | fhould not, mndedd, chiufe w truit ) ST
: . my
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my leg in their throat. What is certain is, that
the creature 1 faw was large enough to fatisfy ten

“min of the ftronget appetites.  We ftaid tle

whole duy in this grant, which is no farther aJ.
vanced than the reft, and is called /e Buton rouge,
or the Red ftaff P.antation.

The next day, we advanced eleven Ieaguec, and
encamped a little bolow the Bayagoulas, which we
left upon our right, arter having vificed the ruins
of an ancient vil.age, w'iich I have already men-
tioned. This was very well peopled about twenty
years ago ; bur the {mall pox deftroyed part of the
inhabitants, and the rett have cifperfed in fuch a
manner, tuat no accounts have been heard ot then
for feveral years, and it is doubted it fo much as
one fingle tamily of them is now remaining. It
fituation wa> very manniicen, and the Mefirs. Pa-
ris have now a grunt here, which they planted with
white. mulber.i s, and h.ve already railed very fine
filk. They have likew:fc begun to cultivate to-
bacco and inlign wich fuccefs.  If the proprietors
of the grants were cvery-where as induftrious, they
would foon be reimbuifed their expences.

On the third of January, at ten in the morning.
we arrived at the htde village of the Oumas, which
ftands oa the left, and has fome French hoofes in
it. A quarwer of aleague farther within the coun-
try fturis the great viliage.  This nation is very

~well aff:@cd towards us.  Two leagues above this,

the Mifi fli »; 1 Civides into branches: on the right,
to which fide ic has a conftant propenfity, it has
hollowed out for itleif'a channel called the fork of
the Chetimackas or Sitimachas, which, before it
carrtes its waters to the fea, formis a pretty large
lake. The rauon of the Chztimachas i almoft

entirely

ke
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entire'y deftroyed, the few that remain being flaves
in the colony.

This day we advanced fix leagues beyo-d the
Oumas, and pafled the night dpon a viry fice fpot,
where the. Marquis d’Ancenis has a fertiement,
which the burning of the publick ware houf: and
{everal other accidents happening one afrer another,
have reduced to ruin. Lhe Ce/apiffas had built a
fmall village here, which fubifted no I ng time.
On the fourth before noon, we arrived at the great
villaze of the Colapiffas. This is the fineft 1n all
Louifiana, though there are not above two hun-

dred warriors in-it, who, however, have the repu-

tation of being very Lrave. Their cabbins are in
the form of a pavilion, like thofe of the Sicux;
and like them they light fires in them very fel-
dom. They hav- a double covering, that within
being a tiffuc of the leaves of Lataniers trecs, and
that without confifts of matts.
The chief’s cabbin is thirty-fix feet in diameter :
I have not hitherto feen any of a larger fize, that
of the chief of the Natchez being no more than
thiry. As foon as we came in GOhc of the vil-
lige, they f.luted us with beat of dru*n, and we
had no fooner lanced than I was com limented on
the purt of the chief. I was furprized. on alvan-
cing towards the village, to fee the drummer dref-
“fdin a long fantaftical parti coloured robe. 1 en-
quired irto  the origin ¢f this cuftom, and was in-
formed that it was not very ancient that a gover-
nor of Louifiana had made a prefent of thxs drum
to thefe Indi:ns, who have always been our faith-
full allies; and that this fort of beadle’s coat, was
of their own invention. The women here are
- handfomer
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: haﬁdfomer than thefe of Canada, and are, bcﬁdcs

extremely neat in their drefs.

After dinner we made a progrefs of five leagues
farther, and ftopt at a place called Cannes bruiées,
or Burnt-canes, belonging to M. le Comte &’ Ar-
tagnar, who has a fcttlement here, which is to
ferve him as an enfrepot, or ftaple, provided it do
not fhare the fame fate with moft of the reft,

This plantation ftands on the left, and the firlt -
- objed that attraCted my notice, was a large crofs

ereted on the banks of the river, round which I
found them finging vefpers. This is the firft place
of the colony, after leaving the country of the ]l-
linois, where I faw this ceremony of our religion,
Two Mufquetaires, Meflrs. d’Artiguere: and ce
Benac, are the managers of this grant, and it is
M.:de Benac who has the diretion of the planta-
tion of Caunes brulées, together with M. Chevalier,

“nephew to the mathematical mafter to the King’s

pagzs. They have no pileft which is not their
fault, there having been one fent them, whom they
were oblized to lcnd away for his drunkennels,
wifely concluding, that more harm than good was
to be expected from a bad prieft, in a new fettle-

“ment, where there was no fuperior to watch over

his condu¢t. Beiween the Colapiflas and the Cai-
nes brulées, you leave on your right, a place where
an Indian nation calied the Taenfas were formeriy
{ettled, and who, in the time of M. de la Sale,
made a_great figure in this colony, but have for

fome years paft entirely difappeared. This has one

of the moft beautiful fituations as well as one of
the beft foils in all Louifiana. M. de Meufe to
whom it has been granted has as yet done nothing
in it, notwithftanding he maintains a dire&tor who

has neither goods nor work-men.
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- We ftoped to dine, on the fifth, at a place called
the Chapitculas, which is diftant only three leagues
from New Orleans, at which place we arrived
about five o’clock in the evening. The Chapitou-
las and fome of the neighbouring plantations are in
a very good condition, the foil is very fertile and
has fallen into the hands of expert and liborious
people.  They are M. de Breuil and three Cana-
dian brothers, ot the name of Chauvin, who having
brought nothing with them to this country but
their induftry, have attained to a perfe€tion in that
through the neceffity of working for their fubfif-
tence. They have loft no time, and have fpared
themfelves in nothing, and their conduct affords an
ufeful leffon to thofe lazy fellows, whofe mifery
unjuftly difcredits a country, which is capable of
producing an hundred fold, of whatever is fown
n it. :

1 am, &e.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIL

[l

Veyage from New Orleans 2o the Mouth of the
- Miffiflippi.  Defcription of that River to the
Sea. Reflections on the Grants.

Yfiand of Thouloufe or Balife, Fagnary 26, 1722,

Mzzdam,
T'HE country, in the neighbourhood o

New Orleans, has nothing very remark-
able ; nor have I found the fituation of this city
fo very advantageous, as it has been faid to be:
there are fome who think dtherwife, and fupport
their opinion by the following reafons ; and I (hall
a‘terwards. lay before you thofe which induce me
to d:iffer from them. The firft is, that a league be-
yond it, towards the north-eaft, there is a fmall ri-

- ver called le Bayouc de Saint Fean, or the Creek of
St John, Bayouc in the Indian language fignify-
ing a’ rivulet, which, at the end of two leagues,
diicharges itfelf into the lake Pontchartrain, which
has a communication with the fea, by means
of which it would be eafy, fay they, to keep up a
Vou. II. | U © trade
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trade between the capital Mobile and Biioxi, and
with all the other pofts we poflefs near the fea,
The fecond is, that below the city the river makes
a very great turning called Je detour aux Anglois,
or the Englith reach, which 1s imagined would be
of great advantage to prevent a furprize. Thefe
realons are fpecious, but do not appear to me to be
folid ; for, in the firft place, thofe who reafon in
this manner fuppofe, that the river at its entrance
can only receive fmall vefiels: now in this cafe,
what is to be teared from a furprize, provided the
city be fortified, as I fuppofe it will foon be? Wil
an enemy come to attack it with fhallops, or with
vellels which carry no guns ? Befides, in whatever
place the town be fituated, ought not the mouth
of the river to be defended by good battéries, and

a fort which would at leaft give them notice to
hold themfelves in readinefs to receive an enemy? -

In the fecond place, what neceffity is there for a
communication, which can only be carried on by
means of (hallops, with pofts which cannot beaffifted
~1n cafe they were attacked, and from which, on the
other hand, but a feeble afliftance could be drawn,

and which, for the moft part, would be good for.

nothing? To this it may be added, that when
a vefiel goes up the Englith reach, the wind
muft change every moment, fo that whole weeks
may be fpent in advancing feven or eight
leagues. :

A little below New Orleans the foil begins to be

very fhallow on both fides the Miffiffippi, and its

depth continues to diminifh all the way to the fea.
This is a point of land which does not appear to
be very ancient 5 for if it be ever fo little dug up,
water is fure to be found, and the great number
of fhoals and fmall iflands, which within thefe
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twenty years have been formed at all the mouths
of the river, leave no room to doubt that this neck
of land has been formed in the fame manner. It
appears certain, that when M. de Sale went down the
Miffifippi to the fea, the mouth of this river
was quite different from what it is at pre-
feot.”

The nearer we approach the fea; the more fen:

" fible this becomes: the bar has little or no water
on the greateft part of the out-lets which the tiver

has opened for itfelf, and which have been fo
greatly multiplied by means of trees, which have
been carried along with the current; and one of
them betgg {topt, by means of its roots or branches,
e where there is little depth of water, is
ccafion of ftopping a thoufand more. 1 have
fefn, two hundred lcagues from hence, heaps of
em, one of which alone would fill all the timber-
yards in Paris. Nothing can then- feparate the
mud from them which the river carries along with
it; Mt ferves them as a cement, and covers them
by lictle and little ; every freth inundation leaves
anew bed, and after ten years at moft the canes
and thrubs begin to'grow. It is-in this marner,
that the greatcft part of thefe points of land and
iflands have been formed, which have {o often
caufed a change in the courfe of the river.

I have nothing to add to what I have faid in the
beginning of the furegoing letter, about the pre-
fent ftate of New Orleans. The jufteft notion
you can form of it is, to imagine to yourfelf two
hundred perfons, who have been fent out to build
a «ity, and who Hhave fettled on the banks of a
great river, thinking upon nothing but upon put-
ting themflves under cover from the injuries of

U2 the
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the weather, and in the mean time waiting til] 3
plan is laid out for them, and till they have buil
houfcs according to it. M. de Pauger, whom 1|
have ftill the honour to accompany, has juft thown
me a plan of his own invention; but it will ot
be fo cafy to put it into execution, as it has been 1o
draw it out upon paper.  We fet out on the 28th,
for Biloxi, where the general quarters are.  There
are no grants between New Orleans and. the fea,
the fuil being of too little .depth; but-only fome

{mall private fettlements and emtrepots, or ftaples,
for the Jarge grants, - ’

B 2

Bchind one of thefe plantations, and immedi.
ately below the Englifh reach, ftood, not long fince,
a village of the Chouachas, the ruins of which I
have vifited. Nothing remains entire but the cab-
bin of the chief, which bears a great refemblance
to one of our peafants houfes in France, with this
difference only, that it has no windows. It is

built of the branches of trees, the voids of which

are filled up with the leaves of the trees called

_ lataniers, and its roof is of the fame materials.
- The chief, like all the reft in Florida, is very ab-
folute 5 he hunts only for his pleafure, for his
fubje@ts are obliged to give him part of  their
game. His village is. at prefent on the other fide
of the river, half a league lower, and the Indians
have tranfported thither even the bones of theit
dead. - -

A little below, their new habitation, the coaft is
much higher than any where elfe; and it feems
to me, this would have been the beft fituation for
a city. Itis not-above twenty leagues from the
fza, an* with a moderate fouth or fouth-eaft wind,
fhips m'ght get up to it in fificen hours. (?)n

the
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the evening of the 23d, we' quitted the fhallop
which had carried us to this place, and embarked
on board a brigantine, in which we lay by during
the whole night.  On the morrow at break of day
we found we- had paffed a new turn.in the river,

called le detour aux Piakimines, or the-reach of the
Piakimines.

We found ourfelves foon after among the paf—
fes of the M:Hiﬂippt s here one muft fail with
abundance of precaution, for fear of being drawn
into one from whence it would be next to impof-

- fible to extricate one’s felf. Moﬁ of them are

only fmall ftreams, and fome are feparated only by
fhallows almoft level with the water. he bar of
the Miffiflippi is what has multipliéd thefe pafics
to fuch a degree, it being ealy to conceive, by the
way in which I faid new lands are formed, how
the river endeavouring after a paffage where there
is the leaft refiftance, opens one, fometimes on one

happen, without great care to prevent it, that all
the paffes might become impaffable to fhips. In
the evening of the 24th, we caft anchar without
the bar, oppoﬁtc the Ifland Balife. -

The contrary wind ftill detaining us, we rcfolved
to make fome ufe of this delay. Yefterday being
the 25th, I began by finging grand mafs in the
ifland called de /a_Balife, or the Buoy Ifland, on
account of a buoy erefted upon it for the conve-
nience of (hipping.  Afterwards I blefled it, gave
it the name of the ifland Thouloufe, and then fung
Te Deym. This ifland together with another,
which is fcparated from it by a creek where there
is always water, is not more than half a league in

U3 - » circumf.rence.

fide, fometimes on another ; from whence it mighe. -

.
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“found it, for I cannot anfwer for. the changes which
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circumference. It is befides very low, excepting
one place only which is never overflowed, and’
where there is room enough to build a fort and- -

which would have difficulty to get over the bar -
with their cargoes in.

M. de Pauger founded this place with the lead,
and found the bottom pretty -hard and clayey,
though five or fix fmallfprings rife from it, which do
not throw up much water, but leave a very fire
falt behind them. - When the river is at its lowef,
that is to fay during the three hotteft months of the
year, the water is falt all round this ifland; but’
in the time of the floods it is entirely frefh, and
the river preferves its frefhnefs a league out ar fea.
During the remainder of the year.it-is-a little
brackifh beyond the bar;_confequently itis a meer
fuble, what has been afferted, that for the fpace of
twenty leagues, the waters of the Miffiffippi do
not mix with thofe of the ocean. - ‘ ‘

M. Pauger and I fpent the reft of the dar -
with M. Kerlafio, mafter of the Brigantine, in
founding and furveying the -only mouth of the -
ver which was then navigable; and-here follow
our obfervations on the condition in which we then

may have fince happened. - "It rufs north-eaft and .
fouth-weft, for the fpace of threé hundred fathoms
from the fea to the ifland of Thouloufe, oppofite to
which are three fmall iflands, which have as yet no
grafs upon them, alhough they are of a tolerable
height. For the whole of this fpace, its-bread'th
is about two hundred and fifty tathoms, and it$
depth about eighteen feet in the middle ; but thc;f:'
. : ' : who

4 | o .
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who are not well acquainted mufl keep the lead
“-always going:

From therce, going up the river, the courfe

= lies ftill north-weft, for the fpace of four hundred
. fathoms, “having all alorg fifteen foot depth of

" water and the fame bottom ; the anchoring ground
is every where good, and under cover from all but
the fouth and fouth-weft winds, which might, if
violent, caufc the vefels to drag their anchors, but
without any danger ; for they wmld run upon the
bar, which is ‘likewife a foft mud : the courfe is
after this north-wef}f, and one quarter north-eaft,
for the fpace of five hundred tathoms. This is
properly the bar, having twelve foot water middle-
depth, but much incumbered witlrbanks and fhoals,
on which account, great care muft be taken in

. working a veffcl; this bar is two hundred and

fifty fathoms broad betwixt the low-lands on each
fide, which are covcrcd with reeds.

_ In the ealt channel, which is immediately above
the bar, the courfe is* due- weft, for the fpace of a
league : this is two hundred and fi 'ty fathons in
bread+h, and from four to fifteen in deptr.  Then

— all of a fudden no bottom is to be founc. On

taking the large channel after going over the *:

the courfe is north weft, for the fu ce of three hun-
-dred fathoms, where there is always forty-five
feet depth of water. You leave the channel of
Sanvole, on the right-hand, through which thereis a
paffage for fhallops to Bxlom, the courfe of which
“is northerly : this channel had its name from
“an officer whom M. d’ Iberville, on his re-
turn” to France, left commandant™ of the co-
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The courfe lies afterwards weft, one quarrer
north-weft, for the fpace of fifty fachoms in a fore
ot bay lying on the lefr, at the end of which
there are three channels more, one running fouth-
fouth-caft, another fouth, and the third weft-fouth-
wcft.  This bay is but ten fathoms in depth and
tventy over, and the channels have but little wa-
ter. Continuing to fteer on the fame point of the
compafs, and after running fifty fathoms more,
you meet with a fecond bay on the fame fidc,
which is twenty fathoms over, and fifty i
depth.  This has two little channels, through
which canoes of bark would have difficulty to
pafs, fo-that, for the moft part, no account is
made of them. ‘

From hence the courfe is wefterly for the fpace .
of five hundred fathoms, when you are.oppofite °
to the pafle a la loutre, or the Otter channel, which
lies on the right hand, and rans fouth-fouth-caft,
being a hundred fathom in breadth, but only na-
vigable for pirogues. Afterwards you fteer fouth-
weft for the fpace of twenty fathoms, then due wift
for three hundred: afterthis we®, one quarter north-
weft, for the fpace of a hundred, as much weft-
‘north-weft, and eight-hundred north-weft; then
you find on your left-had the fouth paflage, which
i5 two hundred and fifty fathoms in breadth, ha-
ving pine fithoms depth of water at its entrarce on

the river fide, and only two feet at its openirg in-
- to the fea.

Two hundred and fifty fathoms farther, lies the
fouth wft paffage, nearly of the fame bre:dth but
with never lefs than feven or eight feer water.
The country in this place is not fo marfhy as
lower duwn, but is overflowed during four months

. : ~of
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‘artsr of the year. It is bounded on the left by a feries: BT
ff)ft of fmall lakes, lying at the end of the lake Che- S
thich timachas, and on the right by the #fles de la Chan- : TR
uth- deleur, or the Candlemas iflands ; it is believed that - T
-ut!r there is a channel for veflels of the greateft bur- L
and then, and that it would be very eafy to make a =~ TR
wa- very fine harbour among thefe iflands. -Large T
the * barks can get up from the fea to lake Chetima- I v
wore, chas, and the fineft oaks in the world might : e
fide, be cut there, the whole coaft being covered with Lo
n them. . : - R
ugh : ) S
Tt I am likewife of opinion, that all the channels : Lo
L1 in the-river ought to be ftopt up, excepting the B
principal one, which would be extremely eafy, no- . s
thing more being required, than to introduce into —
Jace o them thofe floating trees with which the river is al- s
ofite ways covered. The confequence of which would k
1ch be, in the firlt place, that the river would be no lon- - . e
aft, ger acceffible to~barks and canoes, but upon one g.- K =
na- fide, which would put the colony out of all dan- S e
- " ger of being furprized ; and, in the fecond place, . - - L
2 the ‘whole force of the current being united, the o
th only opening, which the river would then have,
ft- would grow deeper as well as the bar. I ground
en this conje€ture upon what has already happened at
ich

at the two cut points, of which I have already
13- fooken. In this cafe there would be no morcto - -
on do than to keep up one channel, and to prevent

n- the floating trees from ftopping in it, which, asap-
pears to me, would be no difficule affair.
he The breadth of the river between the channels,
ot that is to fay, for the fpace of four leagues from
T. the Ifland of Thouloufe to the fouth-weft channel,
as i1s never more than fifty fathoms- But imme-
2b diately above this channel, the Mifliflippi infenfibly
ot - réfumes

-
/
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‘refumes its wonted breadth, which is never lefs
than one mile, and feldom more than two. g
depth continually encreafes beyond the bar, which
is contrary to what happens in all other rivers,
which are commonly deeper as they approach near-
er the fga. '

Here, Madam, would be an opportunity to give
you an account of what has occafioned the failure
of thofe} numerous grants, which have made fo
much noife in France, and upon which fo many
had foundcd the greateft hopes; but I rather chufe
to refer this to our firft meeting, and content
myfelf, at prefent, with imparting to you fome re-
flettions I have made on the mannner of fertliig
in this country, if our countrymen are not entire-

ly difgufted at the bad fucceis fo many repeited

efforts, and ufelefs expences, have been attended
with.

- It appears to me, that the beft place for fettle-
‘ments is not on the bainks of the river, but at
leaft a quarter if not half a league back in
the country. I am not ignorant, that it is pof-
fible to guard againft the ordinary inunda-

tions of the river by good ditches; but there”

is a great inconvenience in dwelling upon a.
foil, which affords water ever fo little below
the furfice, and where, of courfe, there can be
no cellars. I am even of opinion, that it would
be very advantageous to leave free room to
the annual overflowing of the river, efpecially
for the foil, which is not very dry and would not
be ufelefs.

The flime, which remains upon it, after the

waters are withdrawn, renews and fattens it ; and
one

— o g O
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one part might be employed in pafturage, and
the “other fown with rice, pulle, and, in a
word, with every thing which thrives on fat
and moift lands. So, that in time, nothm

might be feen on both the banks of the Miffii-
fippi, but gardens, orchards, and meadows, which
would fupply the inhabitants with food, and
even furnith commodities for carrying on a
trade with our .iflands and the neighbouring co-
lonies. 1Ina word, I believe, 1 may affirm chat,
having landed twice or thrice every day, when 1
was going down the river, there are almoft every
where, at a very fmall diftance from the banks,
high grounds, where houfes might be buile
on a folid foundation; and corn would grow
extremely well, after the air had got free

-accefs to it, by means of clearing away the

woods.

The navigation of the river upwards will always
be extremely difficult, on account of the ftrength
of the current which “&ven obliges thofe who
are going down to take great care, for it fre-
quently drives them upon points of land and
upon fhoals; fo that, in order to proceed with
fafety, veflels muft be made ufe of which can both
fail and row. Befides, as it is not poffible to ad-
vance in the night-time, thefe voyages will always
be very tedious and expenfive ; at leaflt wll the
banks of the river fhall be well peopled, through

the whole extent of country, from the Illinois to
the fea.

Such, Madam, is the country which has been
fo much talked of for fome years paft, and of
which fo few entertain a juft idea. We are not
the firft Europeans who have been fenfible of its

go_odnefs,
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goodnefs, and have at the fame time negle@ted
it. Ferdinand de Soto went all aver it, in the
fpace of three years, and Garcilaflo de Vega
his hiftorian has not been able to forgive him,
for not having made a folid eftablithment upon
it. ¢ Where could he have gone,” fays he, ¢ to

" s¢ find a better.”

In a word, I have met with none, who have
been on the fpot,.who have fpoken difadvantage-
oufly of Louifiana, but three forts of perfons whofe
teftimony can be of no great weight. The firft
are the failors, who, from the road at the ifland of

‘Dauphine, have been able to fee nothing but

that ifland covered with -a barren fand, and
the coaft of Biloxi ftill more fandy, and have
fuffered themfelves to be perfuaded, that the en-
trance of the Miffiffippi is impracticable to veflels
above a certain bulk ; and that the country is un-
inhabitable for fifty leagues up the river.  They
would have been of a very different opinion,
had they had penetration enough to diftruft
thofe perfons who fpoke in this manner, and

to difcover the motives which made them do
fo. o

The fecond are-wretches, who being banifhed
from France for their crimes or ill-behaviour,
true or fuppofed, or who, in order to fhun the
purfuits of their creditors, lifted themfelves among
the troops, or hired themfelves to the plantations.
Both of them, looking upon this country as a piace
of banifhment on'y, were confequently fhocked
‘with every thing: they have no tye to bind
therp, nor any concern for ‘the progrefs of a
colony of which they ‘are involuntary members,

- and
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and give themfelves very little trouble about the

advantages it is capable of procuring to the
ftate.

The third are fuch, who having feen nothing
but mifery, in a country for which exceflive fums
have been difburfed, attribute to -it, without re-
fle€tion, what ought folely to be laid to the in-
capacity or negligence of thofe who were char-
ged with the fettling it. You are, befides, not
unacquainted with the reafons for publifhing,
that Louifiana contained in its bofom immenfe
treafures ; and that its value to us was very
near equal to the famous mines of St. Barbe, and
others ftill richer, from which we flattered our-
felves we fhould be able to drive the pofieffors
with eafe: and becaufe thefe ridiculous tales
found credit with fools, inftead of imputing the
miftake to themfelves, into which their foolith
credulity had engaged them, they difcharged their
ill humour upon this country, in which they -

found no one article that had been promifed
them. j

Tam, &c.
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LET TER XXXIII

Defeription of Biloxi. Of the Plant Cafi-
na or Apa-Cachina. Of Myrtle-wax, of
the Mobile. Gf the Tchaitas, of the Bay
of St. Bernard. = Poyage from Biloxi t
New Orleans, by the Way of Lake Pont-
chartrain.

From on board the Adour, April 5, 1722,

-Madam,

N the 26th, after clofing my letter, I went

on board and we got under fail; but after
making a turn to the fouthward, the wind turning
contrary, we were obliged to come to anchor a-
gain, where we remained the two following days.
On the 29th, we weighed early in the morning;
but there was fo little wind and the fea ran fo
high, that we got no farther than fourteen leagues,
which was not above half the diftance we intended.
On the 3oth, the wind-was neither more favou;'-
‘. . able
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able nor the fca any calmer till towards four o’clock
in the evening, when a fhower of rain cleared the
fky, which was very foggy, and laid the fea: by
about an hour or two after, the fog returned and
became fo thick, that not being able to fee our
courfe, we thought it beft to come to anchor,
The next day, the mift ftill continuing, M. Pauger
and I failed in the fhallop to the road of the ifland

. aux Vaifleux, and about five in the evening went
+ afhore at Biloxi.

This whole coaft is extretniely flat, the merchant
vefiels not being able to approach nearer than
four leagues, and the fmalleft brigantines not near-
er than two. Thefe laft are even obliged to get
farther off, when the wind blows from the north
or north-weft, or elfe ly dry, as happenea that very
night I landed. The road lies all along the ifland
aux Vaiffeaux, which ftretches about a league from
eaft to weft, but is very narrow. To the eaft of
this ifland lies the ifland Dauphine, formerly called
Ifle Mgflacre, whrire there was a tolerably conve-
wient harbour, which a blaft of wind deftroyed
in tlie fpace of two hours, not much above a year
ago, by choakitg up its entrance with fand. To
the weftward of the ifle aux Vaiffeaux are the il
des Chats, or of Eienville, the ifle a Corne, and the
iflands de la Chandeleur.

Biloxi is the coaft of the main-land, lying to the

‘northward of the road, which name it has from
‘an Indian nation fettled here formerly, who bave

fince retired rowards the north-weft, on the banks
of a fmall river, called the river of pearls, on ac-

.count of fome quantity of bad pearls having been

found in it. A worfe place than this could not
have been chofen for the general quarters of the
colony,
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colony, feeing it can reccive no affitance from
thipping, nor afferd them any, for the reafons
already mentiongd. Befides, the road has two great
defeéts, the anthgrage is not good, and is full
of worms, whicf{ deftroy all the fhipping: and the
only advantage \that can be drawn from it, is its
ferving for fhefter to veflels in a gale of wind,
before they difcover the mouth of the Miffiflippi,
which, being low land, it would be dangerous to
approach, in bad weather, without having firft
feen it.

Biloxi -isnot of more value by land than by fea.
The foil is very fandy, producing little but pines
and cedars. Ceffina, otherwife called Apalackina,
grows here every. where in abundance: it is a
very fmall fhrub, the leaves of which, infufed
like thole “of tea, are reckoned a good diffolvent
and an excellent fudorifick, but their principal
quality confifts in their being diuretick. The
Spaniards make great ufe of it over all Florida :
it is even their ordinary drink. It began to be
in fome repute at Paris when I left it; but
that was a bad time for making fortunes, they
difappearing or vanithing almoft as fuddenly as
they were acquired. I know, however, that

many who ufe Apalachina give it great commenda-
tions. _ -

There are two forts of it, differing only in the
fize of their leaves. Thofe of the large fpecies
are more than an inch in length, the others are
about half as long. In fhape and fubfiance they
are pretty much like the leaves of the box:tree,
excepting that they are rounder towards the extre-
mities, and of a brighter green. The name of

Vou. 1L X Apalachina
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Apa!am na, which we have given to this [hrub, is
derived from the Apalackes, a nation of Florida,
from whom the Spaniards learned the ufe of this

plant ; and here follows the manner of preparmg
it among(t both nations.

A quantity of leaves is fet on the fire in an earth-
en pot, and roafted till they become of a reddifh
colour ; they then pour boiling water flowly upon
them Gl the pot is full. This water takes the
colour of the leaves, and when decanted off, rifes
and foams like beer. It is taken as warm
as Poﬁ”xblc, nd the Indians would rather re-
frain from eating, than not drink it morning
and evening ;- they believe they fhould fal
fick fhould they leave it off; and it is faid -

the Spaniards in Florida entertain the fame no-
tion. ' :

-

‘

Half an hour after it is taken, it beoms to dif-
charge itfeif, and continues doingo about an hour.
1t is difficult to conceive how a beverage, which
does nothing almoft but run through one, can be fo
novrifhing,-as -this is faid to be: but it is eaffer "
to underftand how it cleanfes the urmary pafiages,
and prevents diftempers in the reins. When the
Indians want to purge, they mix it with fea-water,
which occafions great evacuations ; but if the dofe
of fea-water be too ftrong, it may prove mortal, '
inftances of which are not wanting. [ have feen it
taken in France, but without that apparatus, and
in the fame manner as they ule tea; but the
dofe is doubled, and it boils near half an hour, -

and 1 doubt not but that it 1s then very cﬂica-
cious.
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There is a fpecies of myrtle with very large
leaves found in this country, and which I know to
to be likewife very common on the coafts of Aca-
dia, ahd in the Englifh colonies on the continent.
Some have given it the name of laurel, but falfe-

ly, its leaf having the fmell of a myrtle, and the

Englth have no other name for it, but that of the
candle myrtle, le myrtle a chandelle. This fhrub
bears a fmall grain, which during the fpring is full
of a gluey fubftance, and being thrown into boiling
water, fwims upon it, and becomes a kind of green
wax, not fo fat and more friable: than bees-wax,
but equally fit for burping. The only incon-
venience attending it is that it is very brittle; but
it ./may be mixed with another wax extremely li-
quid, gathered in the woods of the American

iflands, which, however, is not neceffary, unlefs
it is intended to be made into tapers. I have
feen candles of it which gave as clear a light and
lafted as long as ours.” Our miffionaries in the

neighbourhood of Acadia mix it witly” tallow,
which makes them liable to run; . bécaufe the
tallow does not incorporate well "with the wax.

The Sieur Alexander who is here, in the compa-
ny’s fervice, in quality of furgeon and botanift,

" ufes it without any mixture, and his candles have
" not this defe@, their light being foft and very clear,

and the fmoke, which they yield, has the very a-

* greeable fmell of the myrtle. He even entertains

kopes of making them perfetly white; and thewed
me a piece which was more than half fo *. He.
pretends, that had he five or fix of thofe flaves

V'which ate unfit for ordinary labour, he could

* TThis proje&t has been fince given over, becaufe they fay this
wax, by being whitened, undergoes confiderable alterations.

-
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- gather a quantity of the grains in a feafon, fur-
ficient to yield a quantity of w.x, enoush to load
a veflel. o ’

Thirteen or fourteen leagues from Biloxi, to-
~wards the eaft, you find the river Mobile, which
runs from nporth to fouth, and the mouth of which
is oppofite to the ifland Dauphine. It takes its
rife in the cauntry of the Chicachas, -its courfe
being about an hundred and thirty leagues. Its
channel is very narrow and extremely winding,
which, however,.-does not prevent its being very
raptd : but no veflels, excepting fmall pirogues,
can get up it, when thé waters are low. We have
a fort upon this river, which has teen a long time
the principal poft of the colony ; the {oil, however,
is not good, but there is an opportunity of carry-
ing on a trade with the Spaniards, which was then
our only object in view.

It is affirmed, that fome leagues beyond this fort,
a quarry has been difcovered : if this difcovery
is real, and the quarry is large, it may prevent the
entire defertion of this poft, which feveral inha-
bitants had begun to leave, not caring to cultivate
a foil, which would not anfwer the expences they
were at. 1 do not, however, belfeve that we fhall
ever evacuate the fort of Mobile, were it only to
preferve our alliance with the Tchaltas, a nume-
rous nation which forms a neceffary barrier againft
the Chicachas and the other Indians bordering on
Carolina. Garcilaflo de la Vega, in his hiftory of
Florida, ‘makes mention of a village called Ma-
willa, which has without doubt given its name to
the river and the nation fettled upon its banks.
The Mauvilians were then very powerful, but
there are hardly any traces of thém now remaining.

4 Cur
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Our people are at prefent employed in feeling a
proper place for a fettlement, to the weftward of the
Miffiffippi, and it is believed, that a place is found
about a hundred leagues from the mouth ot the
river, in a bay, which fometimes bears the name
of St. Magdalen, fometimes that of St. Lewis; but
moft commonly that of St. Bernard. It receives
into it feveral pretty large rivers, and it was here
that M. de la Sale firft made land, when he miffed
the mouth of the Miffiffippi. A brigantine has
been fome time ago fent to make a furvey of it
but they met with Indians who feemed little dif-
pofed to receive us, and who were not treated in
fuch a manner as to gain their affe¢tions. 1 have

juft now heard, that the Spaniards have been before-
hand with us.

There is in reality fomewhat more prefling, and
of greater confequence, than this undertaking. I
am fenfible, that commerce is the foul of colonies,
and that they are only ufeful to fuch a kingdom as
ours by that means, and in order to prevent our
neighbours trom becoming too powerful ; but if
the cultivation of lands is not firft attended to,
trade, after enriching a few private perfons, will
foon fall to nothing, and the colony never be well

“fettled.  The neighbourhood of the Spaniards may

have its advantages; burt, let us fuffer them to
draw as near as they think fit, we are notin a con-
dition, and we have no occafion, to extend our
fectlements farther. They are fufficiently peace-
able in this country, and they never will be ftrong
enough to give us any difturbance: it is not even
their intereft to drive us from hence; and if they
are not as yet fenfible, they will- foon be fo, that
they cannot have .a better barrier againft the Englith

. than Louifiana.

X 3 - The
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The heats were very troublefonie at Biloxi, from
the middie of March; and, I imagine, when once
the fun has taken effect upon the fand, the heat
will become exceflive. It s indeed faid, that were
it not for the breeze which fprings up pretty re-
gularly between nine and ten every morning, and
continues till fun-fet, it would not be poffible to
live here. The mouth of the Mifliffippi lies in
twenty -nine degrees of latitude, and the coaft of
Biloxi in thirty: In the month of February, we
had fome piercing cold weather, when the wind
was at north and north-weft, but it did not laft: they
-were fomgtimes fallowed by pretty fharp heats, accom-
‘ pamed with {torms and thunder, fo thatin the morn-
ing we had winter, in the afternoon fummer, with
fome fmall intervals of fpring and haryveft betwixt the
two. The breeze blows commonly from the eaft:
when it comes from the fouth, it is only a reflected
wind, and not near fo refrething; but itistill a
wind, and when that is entirely wanting, there is
hardly any fuch thing as breathing.

On the 24th of March, 1 fet out. from Biloxi,
where I had been ftopt above a m¥emth, by being
taken ill of the jaundice, and took the route ot
New Orleans, where I was to embark in a vefil
belonging to the company, called the Adour. 1
made this voyage in a pirogue and never made a
more difagrecable one.  The weft wind, which in
three hours time had carried me five leagues from
Biloxi, gave place to a fouth wind fo very vio-
lent, that 1 was obliged to halt. I had fcarce
time to fet up my tent, when a dreadful fhower
of rain, accompanied with thunder, laid us all un-
dcr water,

Two
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Two fmall veffels, which fet out at the f1inic time
with me, took advantage of this wind which carried
them a gcod way in a few hours, and I regretted
very much my not doing the fame: but I foon
learned that their fate was rather to be pitied than
envied ; the firlt was in continual danger of flip-
wreck, and the prople on board arrived at New
Orleans rather .dead than alive.  The fecond fail-
ed halt-ways and five of the pafftngers were
drowned in a meadow, which the temp.it had con-
verted into a fwamp. The wind continued the
whole night with the fame violence, and the rain did
not ceafe till next day at noon. It bcgan again
in the evening,. and lafted till day-light, accompa-
nied with thunder.

When you range along within fight of this coaft,
it feems to be very agreeable, but on approaching
nearer, it appears to be quite 2nother thing. It is
all a fandy bottom as at Biloxi, and nothing but
a bad fort of wood is found uponit. I have ob-
ferved here afort of forrel, which has the fame
tafte with ours, butits leaves are narrower, and oc-
cafion, as is faid, the bloody-flux. There is
likewife in thefe' places a fort of afh, called fois
& Amourette, ard its bark, which 1s full of*prickies,
is reckoned a fpeedy and fovereign remedy againit
the tooth-ach.

 On the 26th, it rained the who'e day, and
though the fea was calm, we made but little pro-
grefs. We advanced fomewhat farther on the
twenty-feventh ; but on the following night loft
our way off the ifland of Pearls. The rextday we
encamped at the entrance of lake Pontchartrain,
having a little before left upon our right the river
of pearls, which has three mouths. Thefe three
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branches feparate, about four leagues from the fea,
a3 little above Biloxi.

In the afternoon, we paffed lake Pontchartrain,
which is feven or eight leagues over; and at mid-

night entered Bayouc St. Fean. ‘Thofe who have

- failed the firft upon this lake found it, as they faid, fa

full of alligators, that they could hardly make a
ftroke with an oar without touching one of them,
They are at prefent very fcarce, and we faw only -
fome marks of them at ourencampment ; for thefe
animals lay their eggs upon land.  After repofing
myfelf a little, at leaving the lake, I purfuéd my

journey by land, and arrived before day at New-
Orleans.

The Adour was no longer there, but was at n»
great diftance, and I went on board the next day,
being the firft of April. The inundation was now.
at its height, and, confequently, the river much
more rapid than I had found it the month before.
Befides, a fhip, efpecially a flute or pink, is not
fo eafily wrought as a coafter; and, as our crew
were not accuftomed to this navigation, we hada
good deal of difficulty in getting out of the 1i-
ver. The fhip being driven fometimes on one fide,
fometimes on the other, her yards and rigging
frequently got foul of trees, and we were oftener

than once obliged to cut the latter, in order to get
clear.

Tt was ftill much worfe, when we got the length
of the channels; for the currents drove us always
upon the firft with extreme violence. We were
even involved in one of the fmalleft, and 1 know
not to this day how we got rid of it. We were,
haowever, quit for anZanchor which we left there;

) having
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having already loft one two days before, fo that
we had only two remaining. So difcouraging a
circumf{tance gave us fome ferious thoughts, but
the youth and little experience of thofe, to whofe
management we were entrufted, occafioned us ftill
greater uneafinefs.

The Adouris a very fine veffel, three hundred
tons burthen, and left France extremely well man-
ned, under the direction of a captain well acquaint-
ed with his bufinefs, and a lieutenant who had an
exceeding good charater. The latter was left fick
at St. Domingo, and the captain, having had a
difference with one of the directors of the compa-
ny, was by him turned out of his employmen-.
In order to fill up the room of thefe two principal
officers, they pitched upon a young Maloin, who had
come three years before to Louifiana, in quality of
a pilot or pilot’s apprentice, and had in that time
got the command of a coafter in the road of Biloxi,
employed in carrying provifions, fometimes to the
Mobile, and fometimes to New Orleans. He feems
to have every thing requifite for forming an expert
feaman; he loved and applies himfelf to his bufi-
nefs : but we fhould be very well pleafed not to be
obliged to fee his apprenticefhip, efpecially in a
navigation attended with {o many difficulties.

He has for fecond, under him, an officer who
came from France in quality of an enfign, who is
ftill a young man, and very proper to be a fubaltern
under experienced chiefs, who fhould leave him
nothing but the care of executing their orders. It
would be no eafy matter to tind 4 hardier feaman in
ftormy weather, which he Lus traved from his in-
fancy in the Newfoundland 7'heries; and two or
three thip-wrecks, from which he has happily extri-
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cated himfelf, have infpired him with fuch a con-
fidence, that I fhould be much furprized if in the
end he does not come badly off.

Our firft pilot feems to be a little riper than
thefe two officers, and great ftrefs is laid upon his
knowledge of the gu!ph of Florida, which he has al-
ready once paffed through. This, however, is but
little for an acquaintance with the moft dangerous
paflfagein the American feas, where thip-wrecks hap-

n by thoufands. Befides, I am afraid, that an air
of felf fufficiency I perceive in him, may produce
fome fatal confequences. He has two fubalterns
who are good men; and we have fifty failors of
Bretaigne, a little mutinous, indeed, but ftrong and
vigorous, moft of them having been at the cod- fifhe-
ry, which is a good fchool : their marine officers
feem to me to be men of fenfe and execution.

In the mean time, notwithftanding all the delays
I have fpoken of, we anchored on the fecond in
the evening, within-fide of the bar; we paffed it
on the third, but for want of wind could get no
farther. Yefterday we were ftopped the whole
day, and this night we had a gale of wind at fouth,
which made us thankful we werenot at fea {o near the
fhore. I hope, Madam, to write you in a fhort
time from St. Domingo, at which place our veffel
is to take in a cargo of fugar, which lies ready for
her. 1 take the oppbrtunity of a coafter going up
to New Orleans, to fend you this letter by a veffel
which is bound dire¢tly to France. s

I am, &ec.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIV.

Voyage to the Gulf of Bahama. ‘S/Jz'p'wreck of
the Adour. Return to Louifiana, along the
Coaft of Florida. Defcription of that Cuafl.

B

Biloxi, Fune 5, 1722.

Madam,

Promifed to write to you fhortly from St. Do- -

mingo. Behold me, after two months have paf-
fed, as far from it as I then was. The account of
the fad adventure, which has brought me back to
this colony, and which has but too truly fulfilled
what I forefaw, with a few obfervations on a coun-
try which I had thoughts of vifiting, will form the
fubftance of this letter. I am not, however, in
other refpects fo much to be pitied as you may im-
agine. 1 am fully recovered of my fatigues; I
have run great hazards, but have been happily de-
livered from them: the paft misfortune is like a
dream, and often like a very agreeable one.

~ About half an hour at moft, before I had

clofed my laft, the wind coming about to the
North
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North-Weft, we made fail. I fhould have thought
the fan&ity of the feftival, which was that of Eaf-
ter-day, would have prevailed with the captain to
delay our departure tilf next day, efpecially as it
was now afternoon. But as we were pretty fhort
of provifions, a day’s delay might be attended with
difagreeable confequences. -We foon loft fight of
land, and after failing about an hour, after enjoy-
ing the curious fight of the mixture of the waters
of the fea and of the Mifliffippi, but {o as to be ftill

diftinguifhable, we at laft found ourfelves got
to pure falt water.

I may poffibly be told, that we had quitted the
right channel, and I will allow this might be the
cale. But the fight or ftruggle we obferved fo near
the thore, is no fign that the river gets the better to
fuch a degree as to force itfelf a paflage, and for
twenty leagues in the open fea, to give laws to the
ocean itfelf. Befidcs, were this faét true, at leaft
in the time of the great land floods, in the place
where we then were, how could men be at fuch
a lofs to find out the mouth of the river? The
difference in the colour of its waters would have,
fufficiently, guided the moft inattentive, '

With regard to this colour, I have told you that
the Miffiffippi, after its junction with the Miffouri,
takes the colour of the waters of this river, which
is white: but would you believe it, of all the
forts of wateér which are made ufe of in long
voyages, there is none which keeps fo long as this !
- Befides it is excellent drinking after having been

left to fettle in jars, at the bottom of which is

found a kind of white tartar, which in all appear--

ance ferves both to give it its colour, and to purify
and preferve it,

On
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On the twelfth at noon, after having fuffered by
extreme heats for feveral days, and which were ftill
more intolerable in the night than in the day time,
we difcovered Cape de Sed on the North fhore of
the ifland of Cuba, and very high land. At fun
fetwe were eaft of it, kept the Cape on our eaftern
quarter, and fo failed along in fight of the fhore.
On the morrow at day-break we were abreaft of the
Havanna. Thiscity is eighteen leagues from Cape
Sed ; and half way toit, you difcover a pretty high
mountain, the fummit of which is a kind of plat-
form : they call it la table a Marianne, Marianne’s
table.

Two leagues beyond the Havanna, there is a
fmall fort on the coaft which bears the name
of /la Hogue, and from which you firft difco-
ver le Pain, or loaf of Matanzas. This is a
mountain, the fummit of which is fhaped like
an oven, or if you will a loaf. This ferves to
diftinguifh the Bay of Matanzas, which is fourteen
leagues from the Havanna. The heat continued to
encreafe, for we were nowon the limits or frontiers.
of the Torrid Zone. Befides, we had fcarce a
breath of wind, and advanced orly by favour of
the current, which bore us to the eaftward.

On the fourteenth, towards fix in the evening,
we faw from the top-maft head, the land of Flo-
rida. There is no prudent navigator who happens
to have this profpet, without fix or feven hours
daylight at leaft, but who tacks about and ftands
out to the fea till morning; there being no fea in
the whole ocean where there is a greater neceflity
of a clear profpeét, becaufe of the various cur-
rents, with which we can never, with reafon, be-
lieve ourfelves fufficiently acquainted. We have a

recent
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recent enough example in the Spanith Galleons,
which were loft here fome years ago, for havmo
neglected the precaution I have Juft now mention-
ed. The Chevalier-d’ Here, captain of a fhip who
accompanied them, did his utmoft to prevail with
the general of the Flota to wait for the day before
he entered the Gulf : he could not prevail, and did
not think proper to throw himfelf headlong with
him over this precipice.

Our captain, who had very good advice given
him on this head, was fully refolved to profit by

_1t; but too much eafinefs, on his fide, was attended

with the fame confequences as the prefumption of
the Spanith general had been. His firft pilor,
who imagined himfelf one of the moft expert men
in the world, and his lieutenant, who did not
know what it was to doubt of any thing, were of
opinion to continue their courfe, and the captain
had not courage to oppofe them. He advifed, in-
deed, to fteer at leaft north eaft, and the fequel
fhewed, that if his opinion had been followed, we
fhould have efcaped being fhipwrecked. But he
could only obtain a north-north-eaft courfe ; the
pilot affuring him that the currents fet with impe-

tuofity to theeaftward, which was indeed true near

the lands on the other fide, but they fet to the
weftward on that on which we were.

At feven o’clock, the land ftill appeared at a
good diftance, and we could not fee it at firft from
the tops; half an hour after, one of the failors, by
means of the flathes of lightening, obferved that
the water had changed its colour. He took no-
tice of it, but his information was received with
derifion, and he was told that was only the ligh-
tening which made the water look white. He ftill
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perfifted, and many of his companions foon came
into his opinion : the officers would ftill have
laughed at them, but they were in fuch numbers,
and made {uch a noife, that at laft the captain or-
dered foundings to be tried.

Six fathoms of water were only found; the only
fafe part we could then have taken, was to cait
anchor immediately, but there were none in rea-
dinefs. It was propofed to wear the fhip, and per-
haps it was ftill time, had expedition been ufed;
but they amufed themfelves with founding again,
when no more than five fathoms were found. The
lead was caft a third time, and then there were
only three. Conceive to yourfelf, Madam, a parcel
of children, who faw themfelves hurried on to a
precipice, and had all their attention employed a-
bout difcovering its. depth, without taking any
meafures to avoid it : fuch was precifely our cafe.

Immediately a confufed noife arofe, every one
crying with all his might, fo that the officers could
not make themfelves heard, and two or three mi-
nutes after the veflel ftruck : that inftant a ftorm
.arofe, followed by rain which laid the wind, but it
foon fprung up again at fouth, and blew hard-
er than before. The fhip immediately began to
ftick faft by the rudder, and there was great
reafon to fear that the mainmaft, which at every

ftroke fprung up to a good height, thould beat

out a hole in her bottom ; therefore it was imme-
“diately condemned in form, and cut away, the
captain according to cuftom, giving it the firft
firoke with a hatchet.

The lieutenant upon this. went on board the
thallop, in order to difcover in what place we
were,
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were, and what condition the fhip was in. He
found that there was only four feet water a-head,
that the bank. on which we had ftruck, was-{o
fmall, that there was juft a place for the veflel, and
all around it fhe would haye been a-float. But
had we efcaped this bank, wc%ﬂ have fallen upon
another,° for it was furrounded by them, and cer-
tainly we could not have met with one that was
more convenient.

The wind f{till blew with violence, and the vel-
fel continued to ftrike, and at every ftroke we ex-
pected fhe would have gone to pieces.  All theef-
tes of terror were painted on every face, and af-
ter the firt tumule formed by the cries of the fai-
lors who were working, and the groans of the pal-
fengers, who laid their account with perithing eve-
ry moment, was over, a dead and profound filence
reigned throughout the whole veffel. We have
fince learnt that fome few had fecretly taken their
meafures not to be furprifed in cafe the veflel thould
fall to pieces: not only the fhallop, but the canoc
were launched and in readinefs, and fome trufty

failors had warning given them to hold themfelves -

prepared for the firlt fignal. - I was afterwards told,
that they had refolved not to leave me behind.

What is certain, is, I paffed the night without
clofing my eyes, and in the fituation of a man who
never expelts to fee daylight again. It however.
appeured, and fhewed us the land about two leagues

fiom us, but it was not the fame which we had at

firft feen, and which we ftill perceived, tho’ at a

great diftance, but a low land which did not feem at -

firlt to be inhabited. This fight, however, did not
fail to give us pleafure, and fomewhat to revive our

~{pirits.
We
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~ We then examined if there was any probability

of gettirg the Adour a-float again, and asit was
prudent to have more refources than ons, we at
the fame time confidered of the means of extri-
cating ourfelves from our prefent uncomfortable

fituation, on the fuppofition it was impofiitle to

recover the veffel.  We then called to mind that
we had a flat-bottomed boat on board, which was
intended to be made ufe of in loading the fugars at
St. Domingo. This was a very wife precaution

_taken by the captain, who had been informed that

veflels were frequently detained longer in the road
on that account, than was confiftent with the in-
tereft of the owners, or the health of the crews;
but providence had without doubt another view,
when it infpired him with this thought. This boat
was the inftrument of our fafety.

1 do not know what paffed this day between the
officers and the pilot, but there was no more talk
of getting off the veffel, Many have pretended

that “all - endeavours for that purpofe would have °

been, in vain; but the captain has more than once

" complained to me that they would not fuffer him

to make the attempts as he wifthed to do. It was
therefore refolved to carry all the people afhore
this fame day, and they were at work the whole
morning in building a raft, that they might not be
obliged to make feveral trips.

. Ir was not, however, thohght proper to abandon
the thip as yet; and the paflfengers only were em=

barked in the fhallop and on”the raft. At the dif- °

tance of a cannon fhot from the fhip we found
the fea ran very high, and the bifcuit we carried
with us was damaged by the water ; a{mall pirogue
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which followed the fhallop, had a-good deal of df-
ficulty to live; and the raft which carried two and

twenty men, was driven fo far out by the current,
that we believed her loft.

The fhallop in which T was, made all poffible
hafte afhore, in order to go afterwards to the af-
fittance of the reft; but juft as we were ready to
land, we perceived a large company of Indians,
armed with bows and arrows coming down to the
fea fide. This fight made us reflect that we had
no arms; and we ftopt fome time, not daring to
advance. We even imagined, every thing con-
fidered, it would be imprudent to go any further.
The Indians perceived our embaraffinent, and ea-
fily underftood the caufe. They drew near us,
calling out in Spanifh, that they were friends.
But fecing that this did not encourage us, they laid
down their arms and came towards us, having the
water up to their middle.

We were foon furrounded by them, and it is
certain that encumbered as we were with baggage, in
a boat where we could hardly turn ourfelves about;
. it would have been eafy for them to have deftroyed

us. They afked us firft if we were Englifhmen,
we anfwered that we were not, but good friends
and allies to the Spaniards; at which they tefti-
fied a great deal of joy, inviting us to come afhore
on their ifland, and affuring us that we fhould be
as fafe there as aboard our own veffel. Diftruft, on
certain occafions, fhews only weaknefs, and be-
fides gives rife to dangerous fufpicions. We there-
fore thought we ought to accept the invitation of
thefe barbarians; fo we followed them to their
ifland, which we found to be one of the Mai-
tyrs. '

What
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What was pleafant is, that we were determined
to take this refolution by the arrival of the pirogue,
in which there were only four or five men, when
we were parlying with the Indians: we certainly
ran a great rifque in delivering ourfelves into their
hands without arms, and we were afterwards fen-
fible of it: four or five men more could not have
Jnade them alter their defigns, fuppofing they had
been bad towards us; and I never refle¢t on the
confidence which fo flender a reinforcement in-
{pired us with, but it brings into my mind, thofe
perfons who are afraid to be by themfelves in the
dark, but are at once encouraged by the prefence
of a child, by its diverting their imagination,
which is the only caufe of their fear. '

We were no fooner landed on the ifland, than
lictle fatisfied as we were with refpect to the Indi-
ans, we alfo fell into a diftruft of our officers.
The captain of the Adour had attended us thus
far, but as foon as he had fet us on fhore, he took
leave of us, faying that he was obliged to return
on board, where he had ftill a great many things
to do, and that he would immediately fend us
whatever we ftood in need of, efpecially arms.
There was nothing in this but what was reafonable,
and we ealily conceived that his prefence might be
neceflary aboard the veflel; but we refleCted that
he had only taken the paflfengers out of her, and
that upon his return, the whole crew would be all
together on board.

This made us fufpe& that the boat of which I
have {poken, was only a lureto amufe us, and that

" they had put us athore, as being an encumbrance

to them, in order to be able to make ufe of the
fhalop and canoe, to tranfport themfelves to the
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Havannah or St. Auguftin in Florida.  Thefe fuf-
picions were ftrengthened in every one of us, when
we perceived that we were all in the fame way of
thinking, and this agreement made us imagine it
was not without foundation; it was therefore re-
folved amongft ourfelves, that I fhould return to
the veflel with the captain, in order to prevent
fuch a violent refolution, fhould they attempt it,
from taking effect.

I thercfore declared to the captain, that - as his
chaplain was to remain on the ifland, it was not
proper I fhould ftay likewife; that it would be bet-
ter to feparate us, and that.I was refolved to flecp
no where but aboard, whilft any one remained in
the fhip. Hec feemed a little furprized at what |
faid, but made no oppofition, and fo fet out. 1
found on getting aboard, that they had fet the
fails, to try as they faid, to get her off; but a great
many other things were to be done for that pur-

pofe, which however they did not think proper to
attempt. o

Half an hour after, the wind turned to the
caft and blew very hard, which obliged us to furl
the fails; this gale, however, was the fafety of thofe
who were on the raft, which had been carried out
very far in the offing. The waves drove her back
towards us, and as foon as we perceived her, the
captain fent the fhallop, which took her in tow,
and brought her along {ide. Thefe unhappy men,
were for the moft part, poor paffengers who looked
for nothing but death; and we on our fide, began
to defparr of being able to fave them, when pro-
vidence raifed this little tempeft in order to pre-
ferve them from fhipwreck,

My
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My prefence was morc neceflary on board than
1 thought it would have been.  Our failors, during
the captain’s abfence, had thoupht fit to drown the
fenfe of their misfortunes in wine: in fpite of the
feutenant, whom they did not much regard, and
whom feveral did not love, they had broken open the
captain’s cafe of liquors, and had got almoft all of
them dead drunk. I, befides, peiceived 1n the
crew, fome feeds of diffention from which Tima-
gined every thing was to be apprehended, it not
remedied in time; and the more fo as the captain,
tho’ well enough liked by the failors, gould not
make himfelf obeyed by his officerss “moft of
whom were difpofed to mutiny, and could not en-
dure his lieutenant. ‘ :

To increafe our perpléXfry, a number of the In-
dians had followed clofe after us, and we perceived
if we had nothing to fear from their v:olence, it
would not be eafy to get rid of their importuni-
ties, efpecially as it behoved us to be very watch-
ful over them, to prevent their ftealing. He that
feemed the principal man, called himfelf Don An-
tonio, and fpoke indifferent good Spanith. He had
been more fuccefsful in imitating the gravity and
manners of the Spaniards. Whenever he faw any
one tolerably drefled, he afked if he was a Caval-
lere, having before told us that he was onc him-
felf and one of the greateft diftinction in his na-
tion. His difpofitions, however, were not much
of the gentleman; every thing that he faw he co-
veted, and if he had not been prevented, he and-
his people would have left us nothing they could
have carried away. He afked me tor my girdle,
I told him I had occafion for it, and could not part
with it; notwithitanding which, he continued to

demand it with great earneftnefs,
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We learned from this man, that almoft all the
Indians of this village had been baptized at the
Havannah, to which they made a voyage every
year. This city lies at the diftance of forty-five
leagues, and they make this paffage in fmall very
flat piregues, in which we fhould hardly truft our.

félves a-crofs the Seine at Paris. Don Antonio,added

they, had aking called Don Diego, whom we fhould
fee to-morrow. He afterwards afked us what route
we had refolved to take, and offered to condu&t
us to St. Auguftine. We thanked him for his of-
fer, treated him and all his company handfomely,

who returned to all appearance very well fagisfied
with their reception.

ThefeIndians have a redder fkinthan any of thofe
I have yet feen: we could not learn the name of
their nation : tho’ they deferve no good charatter,
yet they do not feem to be fo bad as the Ca/as or Carlos,
fo infamous for their cruelty, whofe country lies
at no great diftance from the Martyrs ; I do not
believe they are Canibals, but perhaps they ap-
peared fo tractable to us only becaufe we were
ftronger than them. I do not know what has
embroiled them with the Englith, but we had
great reafon to think that they did not love them.
Perhaps Don Antonio had no other motive for his
vifit, but to examine if we were of that nation, or

if they fhould not run too great a hazard in attack-
ing us.

On the fixteenth I went athore to thofe left on
the ifland, and fulfilled the promife we had made
them the evening before. 1 {pent almofl the whole
day with them, and in the evening at my return,
found the whole veffel in confufion. The authors
cf this diforder were the marine officers, and all
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the beft failors in the fhip had taken their fide.
Their quarrel was with the lieutenant, who, they
faid, had hitherto treated them with a great deal of
haughtinefs and feverity. 1he wine, which they
had at difcretion, had inflamed their paffions in
fuch a manner, that it was fcarce poflible to make
them liften to reafon.

The captain fhewed on this occafion a wifdom,
firmnefs, and moderation, which could not well
have been expetted from his age, little experience
and paft condut : he knew how to make himfelf
loved and feared by people who feemed to be guid-
ed by nothing but fury and caprice. The licute-
nant on his part confounded the moft mutinous by
his intrepidity, and having found means to feparate
and employ them, in the end made himfelf obey-
ed. They had at laft drawn from the bottom
of the hold the boat that had been fo long pro-

mifed, and had carried it to the ifland. This muft

now be equipped, lodgings muft be found till it
could be got ready, provifions and ammunition
muft be got from the thip, and laftly, they muft
forify themfelves againft any furprize of the In-
dians. The captain employed in this fervice all
fuch as he had moft need to make fure of, and
begged of me to remain on board to affift the licu-
tenant in reftraining the reft within bounds.
3

On thetwenty-feventh at day-break there appeared

a fail within two large leagues of us; wehungout the
fignal of diftrefs, and fometime afterwards we obferv-
~ ed that he had laid his fhip to, to wait for us. The
lieutenant immediately embarked on board a canoe,
and wenton board to fee whether the captain would
agree to receive all of us. But this was only a
' Y 4 brigantine
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brigantine of an hundred tons, that had been plun-
dered by pirates, and which had for three days pait
done their utmoft to get out of this bay, into which
" the currents, ftronger this year than they had ever
been known, had carried them in fpite of all their
efforts, and tho’ the wind was at calt north catt.
*Tis true, we did not come to know this but by the
account of the officer, who was by fome imagined ro
have invented this ftory in order to lay to thc
charge of the irregularity of the current, the mif.
fortune into which his own obftinacy had hurried
us.

Be this as it will, the Englifh mafter conlented
to embark twenty of our people, provided he was
fupplied with provifions and water, of which he
ftood in extreme want. The condition was accept-
ed, and he accordingly drew near to caft anchor
as clofe to us as poffible. But a ftrong fouth-weft
wind arifing, he was obliged to continue his courfe,

leaft by endeavouring toaffift us he fhould expofe
himfelf to fhip-wreck.

On the twenty-ninth we had fight of three vefitls
more, and fent to make thém the fame propofals
. we had fornierly done, but without effet. They

were Englifh too, and complained they had been
plundered by pirates.

This very day, as there remained nothing on
board the Adour which: we could carry away with
us, we bid her the laft farewel ; and with ftill more
regret, as for the four days fince fhe had been
wrecked fhe had not made one drop of water,
and we all went on fhore after fun-fer. Here we
found tents, which had been made with the fails of
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the fhip, 2 ftrong guard-rcom, where centinels
were kept day and night, with provifions difpofed
ia the beft manner in the magazine, where alfo a
guard was kept. :

The ifland, on which we were, was in appearance

about four leagues round ; there were others near it

-of different extent, and that on which the Indians

bad their tents was the fmalleft of all and the neareft
to ours. Here they lived folely by fithing, and
this whole coaft was as plentifully ftocked in that,
as the lapd was deftitute of every article for the
fupport of human life. As to their drefs, a few
leaves of trees, or a piece of bark was fufficient
for them. They cover no part of their bodies bue
the part which all men from modefty conceal.

The foil of all thefe iflands is a fort of very fine
fand, or rather a fort of calcined chalk, interfper{-

ed with white coral, which is eafily broken. Thus -

you fee nothing on it but fhrubs and bufhes. The
banks of the fea are covered with a pretty fort of
fhells, and fome fpunges are likewife found on
them, which feem to have bcen caft on fhore here
by the waves in ftormy weather. ’Tis pretended
that what keeps the Indians from leaving this place,
is the number of fhipwrecks that happen in the
mouth of the gulph of Bahama, of which they ne-
ver fail to make zll the advantage poffible.

© Therc is not fo much as a fingle fourfooted beaft
on thefe iflands, which feem to have been curfed
of God and man, and which would be utterly un-
inhabited, except by a fet of wretches, who fub-
fit on the deftruétion and miferies of others, and
by compleating what their ill deftiny only begun.

On
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On the twentieth, Don Diego paid us a vifit. He™
is a young man of a ftature fomewhat under the
middle fize, and with a very forry prefence. He
1s very near as naked as his fubjets, and the few
rags on his back were hardly worth picking up at
one’s feet. He wore on his head a fort of fillet,
made of I know not what fort of fluff, and which
fome travellers would not have failed to call a dia-
dem. He was without attendance, or any mark of
diftinction or dignity, or in thort any thing to fig-
nify what perfonage he was. A _young pretty
handfome woman, and decently Wothed for an
Indian, accompanicd him, and was, we were told;
the queen his wite.

We received thtir majefties of Florida, ina ca-
valierlike manner enough ; we made a fort of amity
with them however, and they feemed well enough
fatisfied with us; but we could fee none of thefe
Caciques, whofe power and wealth -are fo much
vaunted by the hiftorianof Florida. We faid a word
or two to Don Diego concerning the offer, which
Don Antonio had made us, of carrying us to St.
Auguftin, and he gave us to hope for all the fer-
vices that lay in his power. - In order to induce
him the more to perform his promife, I made him
a prefent of one of my fhirts, which he received
very thankfully. ,

He returned next day, having my fhirt above
his own tatters, and it trailed upon theground. Hc
gave us to underftand, that he was not properly the
fovereign of his nation, but held of a Cacique at
fome diftance. He is, notwithftanding, abfolute in
his own village, of which he lately gave us a con-
vincing proof. Don Antonio, who feemed at leaft
double his age, and who would have eafily beaten
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one double his ftrength, came to vifit us a fhore
while after, and told us, that Don Diego had drub-
bed him twice very heartily, for getting drunk on
board the Adour, where probably fome remainder
of fpirituous liquors had been left. The moft
fenfible difference to be found between the Indians
of Canada, and thofe of Florida, is this depen-
Jdance on their chiefs, and the refpect they fhew
them. Thus we fee not in them as in the former
thofe. elevated fentiments, and- that haughtinefs
which is the effect of their independance, and which
is fupplied in policied ftates by thefe principles of
religion and honour, which are inftilled into the
mind by education in their early and tender years.

On the twenty-fecond, Don Diego came frankly,
and without ftaying for any invitation to dine with
us, clothed as on the preceding day. He feemed
delighted with this drefs, which gave him however a
very ridiculous air, and which, joined to the bad-
nefs of his phyfiognomy, made him exaltly re-
femble 2 man going to pay.an amende bonourable,
thatis, fuffer fome fcandalous punifhment. ‘Whe-
ther from religion or natural reluctance, we could
never prevail with him to eat any fleth; we had
ftill fome fith left, which he himfelf had fent us
the evening before : he eat of this, and drank pure
water.

After the repaft we were willing to fpeak about
bufinefs ; but he told us at once, that after hav-
igg maturely confidered the propofal we had made
him, he could neither fpare us Don Antonio nor
any other of his people for guides to conduct us to
St. Auguftin, as there were numerous nations on
the -way we muft of neceffity take, with whom he
was aGtually at war. I do not know whether we
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now did not ferioufly repent of having on fuch
flight grounds abandoned the Adour ; for after
Don Diego lefc us, the canoe was fent to her, but
thole who vifited her reported, that the Indians had
entirely demolithed her, and that fhe was filling
full of water. :

On the twenty-third, the boat was finithed, and
we began to think in good earneft of coming to
- fome final refolution. Two ways offered, on
which the opinions were divided ; the firft were
for rifking the paffage to the Havannah, and the
athers for purfuing the coaft to St. Auguftin. The
laft feemed to be the fafeft, as the firft was the
fhorteft.  But had this been folid, it ought to have
been refolved upen the day after we were caft a-
way, or rather we ought to have fent our long-
boat to inform the guvernor of our fituation, and
pray him to fend us a brigantine. The rigging
only of the Adour, would have been fufficient to
have indemnified him for his expences. -

Be this as it will, the greateft part of our com-

‘— pany were for this laft refolutien ; and it was im-

poflible for me to bring them to any other. They
were forty in number, they demanded the long-
boat and canoe, and we were obliged to comply.
The captain of the Adour was of this number.
Had it not been for this reafon, I fhould have
thought myfelf obliged in duty to accompany them ;
but there was a neceflity of dividing their {piritual
afliftance, as wel} as the vituals and other ftores.
‘On the morrow after mefs, the chaplain, who wasa
Dominican, would have me to blefs the three vef-
fels; I obeyed, and baptized the boat, to which
I gave the name of the Saint Saufour. 1In the even-
ing after prayers, I made one laft effort to brjrlz‘g
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the whole company to an unanimous way of think-
ing 3 I eafily obtained that they fhould all fet out
together next day, and encamp in theifland which
was fartheft in the offing, and take our refolution
as the wind favoured. ~

We fet out in effett on the twenty-fifth at noon,
and failed together for feveral leagues ; but towards
fun-fet we faw the long-boat thread the channel,
which muft be croffed to get to the Havannah,
without ever confidering the canoe, whofe provi-
fions they had on board, and who not being in con-
dition to follow them, was obliged to join us: we
received them kindly, altho’ there was one among
.them with whom we had no reafon to be fatisfied.
We landed on the ifland, where we intended to
rendezvous, and where a body of Indians had al-
_ready landed, with what defign we know not : we
kept on our guard all night, and fet out early in

the morning. '

The weather was delightful, the fea calm and
pleafant, and our crew began to envy the lot of
the long-boat. They even began to murmur very
foon, and our chiefs thought it prudent to {feem
defirous of fatisfying them. We therefore took
the courfe'of the channel. Two hours afterwards
the wind blew frether, and we thought we difcover-
ed the appearances of an approaching ftorm. There
was no body then who did not agree, thatit would
be a rafh thing to hazard fo long a paffage in fuch
veffels as ours, nothing being weaker than our
boat, which made water every where. But as®in
order to go to St. Auguftin, we fhould have been
under a neceflity of failing back again the whole
way we had come hitherto, we came to an
unanimous refolution to return by the way of Bi-
loxi,
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We therefore made fal weftward, but couid
advance no great way that day, and were obliged
to pafs the whole night in the boat, where there was
far from room fufficient for all of us to lie at our
whole length.  On the twenty-feventh we encamp-
ed in an ifland where we found the cabins abandon-
ed, the roads beaten, and thetraces of Spanith
fhoes. This ifland is the firft of thofe called the
Tortués 5 the foil is the fame with that of the il
aux Martyrs. 1 cannot conceive what men can have
todo in fo wretched places, and fo remote from all
manner of habitations. We continued to fail weft-
ward, and advanced with a rapidity which could
only come from the currents. '

We advanced likewife confiderably on the twenty-
cighth till noon ; altho’ we had very little wind,
the iflands feemed to ride poft paft us. At noon
we took an obfervation of the latitude, and found
ourfelves in twenty-four degrees, fifteen minutes
north. Had our fea charts been correct we thould
have been at the weftern extremity of the Tortués.
It was pretty hazardous to truft ourfelves in the
open fea, and had I had the management, we had
lefc all thefe iflands on our larboard fide ; but our
" condutors were afraid of miffing the paffage be-
tween them and the continent. They had all rea-
fon to repent it, for we were afterwards two whole

days without feeing land, tho’ we failed always
north or north-eaft.

Then defpair feized our crew, and a fingle
fquallof wind, fuchas wehad often experienced, could

- have fent us to the bottom. Even a calm was at-
tended with inconveniences, as we were obliged to
row all night, and the heat was exceffive. The
failors had reafon to be diffatisfied, the obﬁinac;;- of
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a'few men having cqufed us to the great hazard
we were in ; but the evil was already done, fo that
we wanted fomething different from murmuring to
fet us to rights. Since our departure to Louifiana,
I could never prevail with moft of them to approach
the facraments, and very few of them had fulfilled
the pafchal duties. 1 .profited of this occafion to
- prevail with the whole of them to promife to con-

fefs themfelves, and to communicate as foon as we

fhould come on fhore. They had fcarce promifed
this, when the land appeared.

We made ftrait towards it, and arrived before noon.
On the twenty-fourth at noon, we were in twenty-
fix degrees, fifty-fix minutes. We had ftill the
view of the main-land, without being able to ap-
proach it, it being {Kirted with peninfulas and
iflands, ‘moftly very flat, barren, and between them
fcarce a paflage for a canoe or bark. What we
{uffered moft from was the want of water, there
being none upon them. The following days we
were often ftopt by contrary winds, but found fhel-
ter every where, and fometimes a little hunting
and fithing. Water was the only thing we could
not find; I made ufe of this delay to bring the

whole company to fulfil their promife, to approach
the facraments. ,

It appears there are but few Tndians in this whole

country, only we faw one day four of them who
came out towards us in a pirogue : we waited for
them, but when they difcovered us, they were
afraid to come any farther, and made what hafte
they could back to the fhore. On the tenth, we
were obliged to retrench the allowance of {pirituous
liquors, which had been hitherto diftributed among
the crew, there remaining but little, which was

' thought
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thought proper to referve for fome more prefling
occafion ; we began likewife to be very frugal and
fparing of our provifion, efpecially the bifcuir,
part of which was fpoiled; fo that we were now
reduced to the pure neceffary, having often for
a meal but a handful of rice, which we were obliged
to boil in brackifh water.

This coalt is the dominion of oifters, as the
creat bank of Newfoundland and the gulf and
river of St. Lawrence are that of the cod-fithes.
All thefe low-lands, which we failed along as near
as poffible, are fkirted with mangtoves, to which
are ftuck a prodigious number of fmall oifters
of an exquifite relith ; others much larger and lefs
delicate are found in the fea in fuch numbers, as
to form thoals, which are at firft taken for fo
many rocks level with the furface of the water. As
we did not dare to go to any diftance from fhore,
we often got into pretty deep bays or creeks, which
we were obliged to coaft quite round, and which
lengthened our courfe prodigioufly. But the mo-
ment the land difappeared, our crew thought them-
felves wholly undone. '

On the fifteerthin the morning, we met a Spanifh
fhallop, in which were about fifteen perfons. Thefe
were part of a fhip’s crew that had been caft away
near the river St. Martin. This misfortune had
befallen them about five and twenty days before,
and they had but a very fmall fhallop to contain
forty-four perfons, fo that they were obliged to
ufe it by turns, and confequently to make very
fhort journies. This rencountzr was to us a vifible
interpofition of providence, for had it not been for
the inftru&ions which the Spanifth captain gave us,
we had never found the right courfe to fieer, ard
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the uncertainty of what might become of us, miohe
have prompted the mutinecrs amongft ys o
commit fome act ot violence, or perhiaps even of

defpair.

The night following we were expofed to very
great danger. We were all afleep in a very fmall
ifland, except three or four perfons who guarded
the boat : One of them had lighted his pipe, and
imprudently laid the match on the edge of the
boat juft where the arms; powder, and provifions
were kept in a cheft covered with a tarpaulin. He
fell afleep afterwards, and whilft he was in this
condition the covering of the cheft took fire, The
flame awaked him as well as his other companions,
and had they been a moment longer, the boat muft
have been blown up or fhattered to picces; and I
leave you to think what muft have becorfie of us,
being without any thing but a canoe, which could
not have contained above one f[ixth part of our
company, without provifions, arms, or ammuni-
tion, in a fandy ifland, on which nothing grew
but a few blades of wild grafs.

On the morrow, being the fixteenth, the canoe
left us and joined the Spaniards. We had the wind
contrary, and could not advance but with the lead
in hand, the coaft being fo flat and covered with
fharp flints in fuch manner at the diftance of fix
leagues from it; our boat, which crew no more
than two feet water, wasevery moment in danger of
ftriking her bottom out. We were ftill underthefare
apprehenfions the two fo!lowing days, and on the
twenticth we encamped on an ifland, which forms
the caftern point of the Baye d.s Apalaches. All
night we perceived fires on the contjnent, which
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we were very near, and we had obferved the fame
thing for fume days paft.

The twenty-firft, we fet out in a very thick fog,
which being foon difperfed, we perceived the ba-
l:fes or fea marks, which the Spaniards direéted us
to follow. .We did this by fteering north, and
we faw that had it not been for this affiftance, it
would have been impofTible for us to have fhunned
the fand-banks, with which this whole coaft is co-
vered, and which are full of oifters. About ten
o clock we perceived a fmall ftone-fore, of a fquare
form, with regular baftions ;-we immediately hung
out the white- ﬂag, and unmcdlatcly after were told
in French to proceed no farther.

We ftopt, and immediately difcovered a pi-
roguc ceming out to us, in which were threepeople.
One of them was a native of Bayonne ; he had
been a gunner in Louifiana, and had the fame
employment at St. Mark. After the common
queftions, the gunncr was of opinion, that the cap-
tain of the Adour and I only fhould go to fpeak
with the governor: we went, and were very well
received.  T'his governor was a fimple lieutenart,
but a man of good fenfe 3 he made no difficulty o

* letting us bring our buat oppolite to the fort ; in-

vited our officers and the principal paffengers to
dinner ;3 but not till he had firlt examined our
boat, and had tranfported into his magazine our
arms and ammunition, on his parole to deliver
them when we fhould want to depart.

This poft, which Monf. Delilie has marked in
his map under the name of Ste. Marie d’ Apalacke,
was never known by any other but that of St.
Mark. The Sk)amards formerly had a very con-

fiderable
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fiderable fettlement here, but which was already
reduced to a very low cltate, when i 1-04 1t was
entirely deftroved by the Englth of Carolina, ac-
companied with a great number of Aliham:ii [ndi-
ans. The Spanifh garrifon, conlifting of thirty-
two men, were made prifoners of war; but the
Indians burrt feventeen ot them, amtongft whom
were threc Francifcan tiiars 5. and of fcven thou-
and Apalaches which were 1 this conron, and who
had almott all embraced the chnflian religion,
there now remain only four hundred st St. Murk,
who retired hitlier from the coaft of the Maubile,
where moft of the nation now dwell.

The forefts ard meadows ncar the fisrt are full
of buffaloes and horfes, which the Spanqakds fuffer
to run about wild, and fend out Indiarsta catch

them with noofcs as they want them. Thefe

Indians are likewife Apalaches, who liad probably
retired to a diftance during the irrupticn of the
Englith, and who came back after thefc were gone
away. Moreover, this bay is precifcly the fame
that Garcilafio de la Vega calls, in his’ hiftory of
Florida, the port of Auzé. The fort is buiit ona
fmall eminence furro.nded with marfhes, and a
little above the confluence of the two rivers, cnc of
which comes from the north-eaft, and the other
from the north-weft. Thefe are narrow ant full
of .lligators, but for all that weil flocked widl

filh.

Two leagues higher, on the river of the rerth-
weft, ttands a village of the Apaaches, and ano-
ther a league and an half from the®hill, wathin the
land.  This nation, formeriv excecdirg numerous,
ard which,  divided into feverd cantons, occu-
pied a vaft extent of country, i3 now reduced to
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a very low eftate. They have long fince embraced
~ the chriftian religion; however, the Spaniards put

no great confidence in them, and in fo doing at
very wifely: for, befides that thefe chriftians, who
have been deftitute of all fpiritual affiftance for ma-
ny years, are only fuch in name; their conquerors
at firft treated them with fo much feverity, that they
ought always to confider them as enemies not quite
reconciled. It is very difficult to make good
chriftians of people, who were begun to be con-
verted by making chriftianity odious to them.

We were told at St. Mark, that a refolution had
been taken to re-eftablifh it on its former footing,
and that they expected five thoufand families: this
is much more than the Spaniards of Florida are

‘capable of furnithing. The country is charming,
well wooded, well watered, and it is faid, the more
“you-advance up the country, the more fertile the
foil. They confirmed to us in the fort, what the
Spaniards we had met with had told us, that the
Indians at the lffe of Martyrs, with their king
Don Diego, were a good-for-nothing fort of folks,
and that if we had not kept ftrictly on our guard,

they had certainly played us fome fcurvy trick.

They alfo told us, that a Spanifh brigantine had
“been lately caft away near the place, where we faw
the four Indians in a pirogue,.and that the whole

crew had been empaled and eaten by thofe fa-
vages.

St. Mark is dependant on St. Auguttin, both in

a civil and military refpect; as it is on the Ha-
vannah in fpiritual matters. The chaplain, howe-
ver, is fent by the convent of the Francifcans of
St. Auguftin. I met with one of them here, who
was a very amiable perfon, and one who did us
: con-
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confiderable fervices: he gave us to underftand that
the commandant of St. Mark intended to detain
us, till he thould fend advice of our arrival to the
governor of St. Auguftin, and fhould receive hs
orders. Ibegged of this officer, that provided he
had fufficient to maintain us all the time, we might
be permitted to remain with him; as what provi-
fions we had left, were fcarce enough to carry us
to Louifiana. He acquitted himfelfextremely wecll
of his commiffion, and the difcourfe he made, ac-
companied with fome prefents which he hinted we
thould offer the commandant, had all the effect we
hoped for from it.  This officer, even frankly, of-
fered us the guides we afked to carry us to St.
Jofeph, which lies thirty leagues from St. Mark,
and to which they advertifed us the courfe was very
difficult to find. This obliged us to tarry the next
day, and I was not difpleafed at it; as, befides that
I was as well lodged in the fort as the Francifcan
governor, (a diftintion fhewn to me alone, and
which I owed to my habit) I was glad to furvey
the parts adjacent to the fort. There is a way
_over land from St. Mark to St. Augutftin, the dif-

“rance of which is fourfcore leagues, and the road

exceeding bad.

We fet out the twenty third in the morning, and
on the twenty fifth about ten o’clock, our guides
made us undertake a traverfe of three leagues, to
get into a kind of channel formed by the continent
on one fide, and on the other by a feries of iflands
of diferent extent. Had it not been for them, we
durft never have ventured to engage in it, and fo
had miffed the bay of St. Jofeph. However, we
were out of provifions, and the difficulty of find-
ing water encreafed every day. One evening that
we dug ten paces from the fea on’ a pretty rifing
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ground, we cou'd find rothing but brackifh wa-
ter, which we foynd impoffible to drink. I be-
thought myfelf of making a hole of a fmall depth
on the very brink of the fca, and in the fand; it
was prefently filled with water, as iweet and clear
as if it had been drawn from the moft limpid
ftream ; but after 1 had drawn up one quart of it,
the fpring dried up entirely, from wience I con-
cluded it was rain ‘water that had been collected in
this fpot, having found the bottom very hard; and
I imagiue that to be very often the cafe.

After we had got a-head cf the ifland, we ad-
vanced under fail till ten o’clock. Then the wind
fell, but the tide, which began to ebb, fupplied its
place, fo that we continued to make way all the
night. This isthe firft time I obferved any regular
tides in the Gulf of Mexico, and our two Spani-
ards told us thit from.this place to Penfacola, the
flux is twelve heurs, and the refux the fame. On
the morrow the twenty fixth, a contrary wind kept
us$ till evening in an ifland indifferently well wood-
ed, tenor twelve leagues long, and where we kil-
led as many larks and wood-cocks as we could de-
fire: we alfo faw a great number of rattle-fnakes.
Gur guides called it the Ifland of Dogs; and from,
the firft part of it we came to, they reckoned ten
leagues to St. Mark and fifieen to St. Jofeph ; but
they were certainly deceived with refpet to this

laft article, there being at leaft twenty, and thefe
very long. ‘

Onthe twenty feventh ateleven at night,we ftruck
‘upon a bank of oifters, which were about the fize
of the crown of my hat, and we were about an
- hour in getting clear of it. We went to pafs the

reft of the night in a country houfe belonging to a

cag-
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captain of the garrifon of fort St. Jofeph, called
Dioniz, where atour arrival he told us ftrange news,

He affurcd us that all Louifiana was evacuated
by the French; that a large veffel of that nation
had appeared at the Ifland aux Vaiffeau, and had
taken on board the governour, direttors, and ali
the officers; that after their departure, the Indians
had maffacred all the reft of the inhabitants and
foldiers, except a {mall number who had efcaped
on board of two coafters; that being in want of

provifions, they had gone to the bay ot St. Jofeph; "

that thofe who came firft had been well received,
but that the others were not fuffered to land, for
fear leit fo many French in one body, might be
tempted to make themfelves mafters of that poft,
which we had formerly occupied.

This whole account carried fo little probab{ty
in it, that I could not poflibly believe it, but
was fo well circumftanced, and told by people who
had fo little intereft in deceiving us, and who be-
ing at only feven leagues diftince from St. Jofeph,
might have daily intelligence from thence, thit it
feemed hard to get over allowing it had fome foun-
dation. Moft of our people werc in great confier-
nation atit; and I even felt that thefe general pa-
nicks touch the heart in fpite of all-our endeavours
and underftanding; and that it is impoffible not to
fecl fome fear amidft a number of perfons who are
feized with that paffion, or to help lamenting with
thofe who fhed tears. 1 could by no means credit
what they told me, but for all that, I had very
little confidence thatit was not fo.

However, our ﬂcrcw, in fpite of their defpair,
finding plenty of provifions, and the domeftic fer-
: YAV , vants
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vants of Don Dioniz very obliging, made good
cheer all the reft of the night: next morning our
guides tock cheir leave of us, according to their
orders We had now no need of them, for be-
fides the impoffibility of lofing our way to St.
Jofeph, we met at the houfe of Don Dioniz, a
Frenchman who was a foldier in his company, and
formerly a deferter from the Maubile, who was
grown weary of the Spanifh fervice, where he was
dying of hunger, as he faid, tho’ he had good
enough pay : we had no great difficulty to prevail
with him to accompany us to St. Jofeph, and from
thence to Louifiana, provided he were able to ob-
tain his dilcharge.

We arrived at five in the evening at St. Jofeph,
were we were perfcétly well received by the go-
vernor. Here we met with two large thallops from
Biloxi with four French officers, who had come to
claim fome deferters, but found them not. - We
had fcen them on the day of Pentecofte, in a fmall
veflel which was under fail, and went cloe by us,
They did not probably touch at St. Jofeph, and in
order to conceal their being deferters, had given
out the news which had alarmed us fo much the
evening before. Two Francifcans who officiated
in the chapel of the fort, being informed of my
arrival, came to offer me a bed in their houfe,
which I thankfully accepted.

Moreover, I do not believe there is a place in the
known world, where one would think there was
lefs likelihood of meeting with men, efpecially
Europeans, than at St. Jdfeph. The fituation of
this bay, its fhores, the foil, every thing cear it,
and indeed every circumftance about it, render the
geafons of fuch a choice utterly ingpmprchcpﬁbl;{
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A flat coaft, and that quite expofed to all the winds
that blow, a barren fand, a country loft and hid
trom all the worid, and without the leaft com-
merce, and without being fit for even an entrepot
or repolitory, could only be chofen out of that
jealoufy, which our fettling Louifiana has occafi-
oned in the minds of the Spaniards. 'We had been
guilty of this folly before them, but this lafted
not long. There is reafon to believe that they too
will foon repent their choice, and that after they
fhall have re-eftablithed Penfacola, they will tranf-
port thither every thingthey have at St. Jofeph.

The fort is not even fituated in the bay, but in
the bight of a crooked point in which there is an
iland. This fortis built only of earth, but that
well lined with palifadoes, and defended with a
npumerous artillery, There is alfo a pretty ftrong
- garrifon, an etat major compleat; and almotft all
the. officers have their families with them. Their
houfes are neat and commod.ous, indifferently well
furnithed, but in the ftreers you walk up to the
ankle in fand. The ladies never come abroad but

when they go to church, and that always with a"

train and a gravity which is not to be feen any where
but amongft the Spanjards. ‘

Next day after our arrival, which was on the
twenty ninth, there was a grand dinper at the fer-
jeant major’s. We had feen this officer formerly
at Louifiana, and had treated him magnificently,
fo that he was ravifhed with this opportunity of
fhewing his gratitude. : '

He had entered into a particular intimacy and
friendfhip with Monf. Hubert, who was then com-
wiffaire ordannateur, a kind of furveyor, ana who
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was then with us. We learnt that a daughter of
his friend three years of age, and whom her father
was conveying back into Franf‘c, was no more than
fprm».led and he was therefore defirous the re-
maining part of the ccremonies of the Sacrament
of Baptxfm fhould be performed here, and that he
fhould ftand godfather. This was performed with
great ceremony, and under adifcharge of the can-
non; the gedmother was a niece of the governor’s,
who gave at night a magnificent fupppr, and by an
excefs ofpolltcnc.s rare cnough amongft Spaniards,
would have the ladies to be prcfcnt atit. He con-
.cluded fo many civilities with furnifhing us with
provifions to enable us to continue our journey,
tho’ he had not as yet recived the convoy which
was to fupply him with provifions from the H..
vannah, and had fof that reafor refut:-d anv roti
officers of Biloxi: but our fituation had toucic
Lim extremely. ’ '

We fct out on the thirtieth, with the two h:]-
lops, and were fal. ¢ [ v the fort with five | leces
of carnon,  Weadvin-l feven leagues that day,
.apd came to an anchor at the mouth of a river
which comes from a bay wki-h opegs to the fotith-
eaft.” At eleven ai night the wind becoming fa-
vourable, we tock the xdvantaoe of it and fanled
weft north weft; the whole coaft Jies open to the
fame winds for twenty leagues,. as far as the ifland

of Saint Refe; and there is not one place where’
you can be fheltered from the fqualls or ‘gales of
wind which fhou!d come large or full upon the
fhore. On the thirty firft at four in the afternoon,
we had failed thefe twenty leagues, and came toan
anchor behind the ifland,’ which inclofes the great
bay of St. Rofe, the entry of which is dangcrous
when the fea is high. Had we bccn buta moriaem:
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later we fhould have been hard put to it, the wind
changing fuddenly from north-eaft to fouth-weft,
and the fea rifing fo high at the fame inftant, thac
it had been impoffible for us to ride it out.

On the firft of June, towards two or three in
the morning, the tide beginning to flow we reim-
barked, and after advancing a fhort league, en-
tered the channel of St. Rofe, which is fourteen
leagues in length. It is formed by the ifland of
St. Rofe which is of this length, but very narrow,
appearing to be covered with fand, but for all that
not ill wooded: the continent is very high, and
bears trees of all forts: the foil is aimoft as fandy
as at St. Mark, but on digging even fo fhort a
way into the ground, you meet with water. The
wood here is very hard, but eafily rots.  All this
coaft {warms with game, and the fea with fith.
The channel is narrow at the mouth, but grows
broader afterwards, and retains as far as the Bay
of Penfacola half a league of breadth; the cur-
rent here was very ftrong, but favourable for us,

“Towards eleven o’clock, we doubled the Pointe

_ aux Chevreuils, or Roebuck point, beyond which
the bay begins. Here you turn firft to the north,
and afterwards to the north-eaft. The fort ftands
a thort league farther, and you difcover it from the
point aux Chevreuils. We arrived here at noon,
and were much furprifed to fee it in fo bad a con-
dition, and it appears to be pretty much neglected.
The Sieur Carpeau de Montigni who commands in
it, was gone to Biloxi, and we only found a few
foldiers in it. 'The Spanith fort which was taken
two years ago by the Count’de Champmélin, was
behind this, and there remains nothing of it but a
very fine ciftern, which is faid to have coft four-
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teen thoufand piaftres building. Both of them

ftand on the ifland, almoft clofe to the main land,
and not above fifteen toifes long; and the foil of
which appear to be none of the beft.

The bay of Penfacola would be a very good port,
were it not for the worms which eat thro the bot-
toms of thips, and if its entry had a little more depth

‘of water. But the Hercules, on board of which

' Monf. Champmeélin was, ftruck upon it. This -

entry is directly between the weftern extremity of
St. Rofe, where the Spaniards had alfo built a fort,
and a reef of rocks. It isfo narrow that one fhip only
can pafs at a time: its opening lies north and fouth.
Beyond the reef is another pafs, where there is
only water for fmall veffels, and which opens to the
fouth-weft. This is alfo very narrow. The an-
‘chorage of fhips in the bay of Penfacola, is along

the ifland of §. Refe, and is very good holdmg
ground.

We fet out from Penfacola at midnight, and
about four in the morning wé left on our nght the
Rio de los Perdidos: this river was fo named, be-
caufe a Spanifth fhip was caft away in it, and all
the crew loft. The ifland Dauphine is five leagues
farther on the left, and is five leagues long, but
very narrow. Here is at leaft one half of this
ifland without a fingle.tree on it, and the other is
not a whit better. Thc fort, and the only human
habitation remaining on t, are in the weftern part
of it. Between thls, and the I_/Ie a Corne, which
is about a league daﬂant, there is fcarce any water.
At the end of this, is another very fmall one called

onde, on account of its ﬁgurc, We paﬂ'Cd
the night on this laft.
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Oppofite, is the Baye des Pafcagoulas, where Ma-
dame de Chaumont has a grant, which is not likely

very foon to repay the money advanced on it. ‘ Z
There is a river of the fame name which comes .
from the north, and difcharges itfelf into the fame 3
*bay. Next day about ten o’clock, one of our fai- &
lors died of a quinfey. This is the only man we

loft in our tirefome and dangerous paffage. An
hour after we cameé to an anchor at Biloxi, where
every body was aftonifhed to fee us. I went im- o
mediately to celebrate the Holy Mafs, to render .
thanks to Almighty God, for having fupported us
amidft fo many fatigues, and delivered us from fo
many dangers.

et

Tam, e

: wilprsh
R4

PRI N

2
. vt .
F R Il ey







( 351 )

LETTER XXXV,

~ Voyage from Biloxi to Cape Frangois 722 St. Do-

mingo.

Cape Framgois, September 6, 1722,

Madam, R

Did not venture to tell you in my laft letter

what I had informed you of in my former,
that you fhould hear no more from me, till I fhould
arrive at Cape Frangois, for fear I thould not be
able to keep my word, and indeed my apprehen-
fions were very near being juftified by the event.
I am, however, at laft arrived at this fo long de-
fired harbour, having entered it at a time when we
had almoft loft all hopes of ever feeing it. But
before I enlarge upon the adventures of this voyage,
I muft refume the courfe of my journal.

The firft news we learned upon our arrival at
Biloxi was, that a peace was concluded with Spain,
and a durable alliance agreed on betwixt the two
crowns. One article of the peace was, the refti-
tution of Penfacola, the news of which was brought
to Louifiana by Dom. Alexander Walcop, an Irith-

: man,
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man, and captain of a veffel in New-Spain. He
had embarked at la Vera Cruz on board a brigan-
tine, commanded by Dom. Auguftin Spinola, and
carrying one hundred and fifty men, and mounting
fourteen pieces of cannon. It is given out here,
that the Spaniards intend to make a great fettle-
ment at Penfacola, and to tranfport thither the
garrifon with the whole inhabitants of St. Jofeph ;
and that D. Alexander Walcop is to be the gover-
nor, who is a man of an exceeding good appear-
ance, great piety, and extreme good {enfe.

D. Auguftin Spinola is a young man full of fire,
and of a very amiable character; his fentiments
and behaviour fufficiently declare his high birth,
and are every way worthy of the name he bears.
He is lieutenant of the veflel, and has engaged to
ferve three years in Mexico, after which he pro-
pofes to return to Spain, and there to fettle. He
was a good deal chagrined on being informed,
that an Englifhinterloper called Marfhal, had juft
left the road of Biloxi, where he had been carry-
ing on a confiderable trade with the French as he
lefc it. This man would not have gone, faying he
was not afraid of the Spaniards, had not M. de

“Bienville obliged him to it, not chufing to be fpec-
tater of a combat, which our officers imagined

" would not end in the favour of the agzrefforsthough
fuperior in force. We fhall foon fee if they were
miftaken in this advantageous idea they had con-
ceived of Marfhal. .

Notwithftanding fome of the company’s fhips
had brought in fome provifions to Louifiana, yet
the fcarcity there was ftill very great, and the difcon-
tent of the inhabitants encreafed every day fo much,
that in fpite of all the care M ichville took

to
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to make them eafy, nothing was heard of bur
fchemes for deferting. Befides, the floop which
we had met on the route from St. Mark to St. Jo-
feph, all the Swifs, who were at Biloxi with their
captain and officers at their head, having becn or-
dered for New Orleans on board a coafter, which
had been extremely well vitualled and fitted out on
purpofe for them, inftead of fteering for the Miffif-
fippi, had been feen with their colours flying, ftand-
ing for the eaftward ; and it was not doubted, “ins
tended for Caroiina, as being all proteftants, there
was no probability of their ftopping any where
. among the Spaniards *.

Finally, I difcovered on the 8th of June a con-
fpiracy formed to carry off the Spanith br gantine.
. About feven o’clock in the evening, I got fecret
“information of it, and was affured that before nine
~o’clock it would be put in execution, the com-
mander of the brigantine not being ufed to go on
board before that time.” The confs;)irators were to
the number of an hundred and fifty, and their in-

tention was, if they fucceeded in their enterprize,

to turn pirates. I immedi.tely fent to give notice
of it to M. de Bienville, who was then at table
with D. Auguftine Spinola, who rofe up that
inftant and went on board, and the major of
Biloxi had orders immediately to go the rounds.

From thefe diffcrent movements the confpirators
rceived their defign had taken air, and the major
could not obferve abeve four or. five men toge-
ther, who making off as foon as he faw them, he
was not able to lay hold on any of them, fo that it
was believed I had given afalfe alarm; but befides
that for fome time after, the foldizrs and inhahi-
tants were every day difappearicg, fome of thefe
® We have fince learned that they have : ofie there. .
Vou. L. - Aa deieriors
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deferters being retaken, confeffed the confpiracy of
which I had given information.

On the 12th, one of the chiefs of the Tchac-
tas came to inform M. de Bienville, that the
Englith had made them ﬁ“a‘ promifes, to bring
them over to their intereft, and to engage them
to have no more commerce with the French.
On this occafion the commandant gave a proof
of his great dexterity in managing the Indians.
He fo well cajoled this chief, that, by means of
a few inconfiderable prefents, he fcnt”lim back
extremely well difpofed to remain firm in our
alliance. This nation would have occafioned us
great trouble, had they declared againtt us; the
Chicachas, Natchez, and Yafous would have im-
mediately joined them, and there would have
been no longer any fafety in our navigating on
the Miflifippi; even though thefe four nations
had not carried all the reft along with them;
which, however, inall probability, would have been
the cale. o

About the end of the month, an inhabitant of
the country of the Illinois, who had been trading
at the Miffouri, arrived at Biloxi, and gave an ac-
count, that he and one or two Frenchmen more,
having penetrated as far as the O¢totatas, who
in 1719 defeated the Spaniards, in the manner
already- mentioned, ha n very well received by
them ; and that the goods they had carried along
with them, had produced feven or eight hundred
franks of filver, partly wrought, and partly in in-

gots ; that fome of thefe Indians had accomﬁnicd '
- them as far as the lllinois, and had affured M.

de
Boifbriant, that the Spaniards, from whom they
had taken that money, got it from a mine at no
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greatdiftance from the place, where they encountered
with them; and that they had offered to conduct
the French chither, which offer the commandant
had accepted. Time will inform us, whether thefe
Indians have been more fincere than many others,
who for a long time had been endeavouring to
draw the French amongft them, with this bait of

their haviog mines, all which have hitherto proved
only imaginary *.

On the 22d, 1 embarked on board. the Bellona,
which fet fail on the 3oth. On the fecond of
July, we reckoned ourfelves north and fouth
of Penfacola; from whence we thought it beft
to depart; becaufe the longitude of the mouth
of the Miffiffippi is not, as yet, well determined.
Since that time till the twentieth, nothing remark-
able happened. We had then the fun direttly
above our heads, and in our voyage from the
Martyrs to Biloxi, had laboured under the greateft
heats of the folftice, without being able to defend
ourfelves againft them in any fhape, no more than
againft the dews which fell during the nights in
great abundance. Yet, would you believe it, Ma-
dam, we fuffered much lefs from the heat in this
feafon, than we had done in the month of April,
before our fhip-wreck.

Nothing is, however, more certain, and I then
called to mind, that I had been often much fur-
prized to fee perfons born within the tropicks com-

laining heavily of the great heats in France.
%Ve were in the fame fituation in the month of
April, we, then experienced the fame heats which

® This mine ha: pever been heard of fince that time.
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are felt in France and even inItaly ; in the menth
of July, during the dog-days, we had the
fun above our heads, and the heat was cer-
tainly much greater, but more fupportable. This
difference does not arife from the winds, for
we not only had them, but always have the
fame in both feafons. Neither was it owing to
their being more accuftomed to them, for we
were not lubje@ to thofe continual fweats which
had been fo troublefome to us in the month of
April.

We muft therefore fearch for fome other reafon,
and this readily prefents itfelf to me. In the fpring,
the air is flill full of thofe vapours which have been
collected during the winter. Thefe vapours, at
the approach of the fun, are at firft fet on fire,
and this is what occafions thofe unfufferable heats
and profufe fweats with which we were opprefled
in the month of April; we were almoft always as
it were in Balneo Mariae. Thefe vapours are dif-
fipated in the month of July, and though the fun
was much nearer us, the leaft air of wind was fufhi-
cient to refrefh us, by blunting the vigour of his
rays, then almoft perpendicular over our heads;
whereas in France, the fun never thoroughly dif-
fipates the vapours,-as he does between the tro-
picks, at leatt they are here not near fo grofs,
which is the caufe that produces, not only the dif-
ference of heat, but likewife of the fenfation of
that heat.

On the twentieth, we difcovered the fame land
of Cuba which we had feen feven days, three
months before.  Two things occafioned this de-
lay. The firft was, the not being able to depend
upon an obfervation, when the fun is fo high, bcf

caufe
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caufe at that time his rays make no fenfible angle :
on which adcount, when there is the leaft fulpicion
of being near the land, failors dare.not carry much
fail in the night-time. The fecond was, thar the
captain of the Bellona was refolved to rodch at
the Havanonah; and, being perfuaded, that the
currents fet to the eaft, hé made as much weft-
ing as he thought neceffary, not to overfhoot his
port.

He was, however, very near paffing by the Ha-
vannah, without knowing it. 1 was told, early
~in the morning, that they faw land; I afked how
it appeared, and from the defcription he gave me,
1 was certain, that it was Cazede Sed. They laugh-
ed at me, and two officers of the Adour, who
were with us, were the firft to maintain that I
was miftaken. I got upon deck and ftill perfifted
in my opinion contrary to that of the whole crew,
our pilots affuring us, that we were Jixty leagues
farther to the weft. At fun-fet I perceived the table
of Marianne, but T was ftill fingular in my opi-
nion ; in the meantime we had a contrary wind,

which obliged us to tack all night, ftanding out to
" fea-wards, and then .afterwards, in towards the
fhore.

On the morrow, at mid-day, we were ftill in
fight of the two lands which had been the fubject
o? our difpute, when drawing nearer the fhore,
we perceived the Havannah before us, which gave
great joy to the captain, he having a large private
adventure, which he expe&ed to difpofe of to ad-
vantage among the Spaniards. His intereft did
not concern me; but if we had been farther out
at fea, and had not had contrary winds during the

Aa 3 night,
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night, the miftakes and obftinacy of our pilots
and officers had coft us dear. The wind was fair
for the Havannah, and about five in the evenin
we were about aleague from it, when we fired
~ two guns, onec upon hoifting our colours, and the

other after we had made a fignal with the enfign,
" for a pilot from the fort. ‘

~ None appearing, it was refolved to fend the
canoe to afk leave to goin; but it being now
late, this was deferred till next day, and the whole
night was fpent in tacking. On the twenty-third,
an officer of the Bellona went afhore, in order to afk
the governor’s permiffion to water and purchafe
rovifions in his harbour; becaufe we had not
geen able to lay in a fufficient quantity at Biloxi.
This was only a pretence, which I did not then
know, and the captain defiring me to accompany
his officer, I thought myfelt obliged to comply
with his requeft. :

. The entrance of the,port of the Havannah lies
north-weft quarter weft : on the left-hand, on go-
ing in, is a fort built upon a rock, at the foot
of which all veflels muft pafs : it is called the
fort du More. It is a folid building, and has three
good batteries of brafs cannon, one above the
other. On the right-hand s a row of baftions,
which feemed to me to be newly finithed, or but
lately repaired. The entrance is in this place but
five or fix hundred paces in breadth, and is fhut
up with an iron chain, which would ftop a fhip
for a confiderable time, till having “fhattered it
with csrnon-fhot they fhould be able to break
through' it. : _

The
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The paflage grow