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A Cribute

A few pages i tribute
to the memory of Gilbert
Harris and his deunted
wife “of infinite worth
and merit.”
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Gilliert Harris
1817-1887

The subject of this notice was born near
the town of Cobourg, in the County of North-
umberland, on the 29th day of June, 1817,
and died at his residence, in the township of
Delaware, on the 24th day of April, 1887.
In 1836 he removed from Cobourg aund
settled in the township of Delaware, whero,
by habits of industry and due attention 1)
secular interests, he succeedzd financially.
For many years he held positions of trust
and responsil

ility, such as assezsor, collector,

councillor and reeve. In 1844 he was united
in marriage to Miss Margaret Davis, daugh-
ter of the late Benjamin Davis, Esq., of
Westminster, who, if our information is cor
rect, was the first man married by a Metho-
dist minister in the Province. The marriage
was solemnized by the Rev. Henry Rvan, for
which offence the venerable man of God was
arrested and imprisoned.

Under the ministry of the Rev. Appleton
Jones, Bro. Harris was brought to a knowl-

edge of the truth. His eonversion was clear
and powerful, and he maintainad ever a godlv
walk and conversation. In 1810 he connected




himself with the Methodist Episcopal Chureh.
and remained an honored and useful membar
of her communion for over half a century:
and being a man of more than ordinary in-
telligence, he always oceupied a leading po-
sition in th2 church, filling various officos.
such as cla=s-leader, trustee, and recordine
steward His piety was deep, uniform, and
‘incere, his faith firm and intelligent. He
Xnew in whom he had believed, and was per-
suaded that he weuld keep that whieh he had
committed to him. He knew that if the
earthly house was dis:olved that h2 had a
building of God—an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. He highly

prized the means of grace. Especially was
he dzlichted with the elass and praver-meet-
ings; these means were sources of rich
spiritual bles:ings to his soul. During his

{
his sufferings were some-

last illness, though
times intensely severe, he was sustained by
divine grace, gladdened by the light of God's
countenanze and cheered by the promise of
the Gospel. He zpole of his appreaching de-
mise with the utmost composure, selected the
test for the funeral sermon, said “I am readyv
to go, the time of my departure is at hand,”
and, although he was attached to this life by
the natural feelings of humanity, by grace
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he was raised above any weak or unmanlv
regret at being separated from it. He died
as he lived, trusting i Christ.

He leaves a widow and five =ons. May
they imitate his example, follow him a: ho
followed Christ, and meet him where no
revolution of nature will effect a separation.
The funeral was tha largest ever witnesszed
in this part of the country. The people cam>
from their homes for miles around to sympa-
thize with the afflicted family and pay a
tribute of respect to departed worth.

The services were conducted by the Rev.
W. D. Hughson, the writer, assisted by Rev.
J. Veal.

The wintar of trouble is

pasi,
The storms of affliction are o'er.
His struggles are ended at last,

And sorrow and death are no more.

W. D. HUGHSON.
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Marnaret M- Harris
1821-1912

Margaret M. Davis was born near the
City of London, \\'L-sn'ninstvr Township,
Ontario, -Lw 3:}'1 1. 21, and died at the home
of her son, B. Wesley Harris, nsar National

Dec. :3. 15'1'_’. Had she lived until the
ath of next month, she would have been
ninetv-two vears old.
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ughter of Beoniamin
Davis, Esq.. a man of infigence, of deep ]liv?\
of the Mezthodis

and a leading mai <1
Church, of Westminster. The records record

interesting fact that he was the first man
married by a Methadist minister in the Pro-
vince.

At the early age of seven she was l=ft
wilhout 2 mother, but her father being a man
of God, she was reared in the atmosphere of
] twelve vears, in one

erized t

piety and at t!

of the revival: ich charact
early day, she gave her heart to Christ, con-
secrated her life to his service, and became
a member of the Meathodist church of which

.
ii
she was a faithful and devout member to the

time of her death. At that time she had en-




joved its gracious fellowship for eighty
yvears.

At the time of her departure for Cali-
fornia, a few months ago. she was regarded
as the oldest resident and oldest Methodist
in the vicinity where she had lived from
childhood.

In the vear 1811 she wa: united in mar-
riage with the late Gilbert Harris. Havi
given his heart to Christ in early life :mzl
united with the Methodist church uader the
labors of Rev. Appleton Jones, and being a
man of intelligent and de=ep piety, he proved
to be a kindred spirit. To this devoted cou-
ple were born five sons, George W., Be n‘ min
W.. Charles, Gilbert and William. All living
excepiing Charles, who died at F.I‘\-;m d,
Indiana, a few vears ago.

Since the death of her devoted huzband
which occurred in April, 1887, Sister Harris
has made her home with her voungest son,
who with a devotion and fortitude most com-
mendable has given his life primarily to the
care and comfort of his mother. The type
of devotion that he has manifested has been

rare as well as beautiful, enabling him cheer-

fulivy to set aside many of the ambitions
that come to voung manhood in order that

in her declining vears his mother might no:




want for any attention that might add to her
comiort and happiness or lengthen her days.
A few months ago he brought her to this
lceality, thinking that a change from the
rigorous northern climate to that of the mild
and equitable climate of the south-land migh!
prove beneficial to her health, as well as his
own. And since their coming into our mids
the clinging and affectionate dependence of
the aged =aint upon her boyvs, and their lov-
ing devotion to her has been not only touch-
ing but beautiful to behold.

The last few days of her life were days
of great physical weakness. She could con-
verse but sparingly, but her utterances were
usually either some expression of affection
for her children, or of an abiding confidence
in har Redeemer.

The bedy is to be taken by one of her
sons to the ¢ld home in Ontario, where with
appropriate religious services it will be laid
to rest in the village church-vard by the side
of that of her husband.

it of God, w

Thy glorious ws

¢'s past;

The bhattle’s foug « race is won,
And thou art crowmed at last.”

C. Wesley.
REV. L. G. SPRING.




EIGHTY YEARS A MEMBER.

On December 13th, 1912, from the home
of her son Wesley, of San Diego, Cal.. Mrs.
Gilbert Harris, of De2laware, Ont., tcok her
departure “to be with Christ.”

Up to the time of her removal to Cali-
fornia in October last, Mrs. Harris had been
for the whole ninety-two vears of her life a
resident of this part of Middlesex county and
for eighty vears a faithful membaer of the
Methedist church. She was the daughter
of Mr. BB. Davis, a pioneer of this countrv
who helped to cut the t‘mbers and erect the
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first house buil{ in the city of London. 1t
might also be interesting to note that Mr.
Davis was the first man in the province to
be married by a Methodist minister. for
which offence the minister, Rev. Henry Ryan,
suffered arrest and imprisonment.

At the age of seven she was left withou!
a mother, but under the influence of a de-
voted Christian father she was instructed in

%

the true wisdom and at the early age of

twelve made public acknowledment of her
Saviour and united with the Methodist
church. In 1814 she married Mr. Giibert
Harris, who four yvears previously, under the
ministry of Rev. Appleton Jones, had been




converted and joincd the chureh. Mr. and
Mrs. Harris, thereforz, from the first set up
the altar ard mad2 theirs a Christian home.
To them were born five son: whom theyv saw
grow up to be men, useful and respected each
iz his home community. One son, Charles,
predeceased his mother by a faw vears. In
IXR7 she was bereft of her husband. and
since that time has resided with her =on,
William C., near D:lawarz village, and has
been the =ubject of hiz unceasing care.
Beautiful has been the display of affection
and tender care of the son for his aged mo-
ther, and during the last months of her ex-
treme age and feebleness the mother was
continually remarking on the “loving good-
nesz of my boy.” The writer had the plza-
sure of ministering to her in spiritual thing-
during the past two vears. She was delight-
cd to see her minister, to listen to him read
the word, to join with him in prayver. Her
conversation was constantly of eternal
things. The memories of the past centered
about her experiences in the old Harris
Church, where, with her husband, she wor-
shipped and labored so many vears. Her
rejoicing was in her Saviour, and with a
great longing in her heart she waited pa-
tiently to be “at home over there.” Her
favori‘e hymn was “Sweet Hour of Prayer.”




Fearing the result of our rigorous win-
ter climate upon her enfeeblad frame, her son

i

arrange 1 for a most comfortable journey to
Southern California. She enjoyved the jour-
ney and remarked often on the bzauties of
her new home, with its fine outlook over the
great Pacifie, and her sons had good hope
that their mother might still be spared
them for many days, but the Great Father
was about to call her home. On Friday, De-
cember 13th, in great peace and confidence
she entered into “the rest that remaineth.”

A beautiful and impressive service was
held in San Diego by Rev. Mr. Spring, of the
M. E. Church. The mortal remains were
brought bhack by her son to her native place,
that they might be laid beside those of her
husband in the little village church-vard
Rev. John Fisher and her pastor, Rev. W. L.
Hiles, conducted an impressive service, and
her children went from father’s and mother’s
graves saving in their hearts, like David
Livingstone, “We bless Thee, O Lord, for our
parents; we give Thee thanks for the dead
who have died in the Lord.”—W. L. H. from
The Canadian Christian Guardian.




