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THE APPROACHING UNION MEETING.

On Wednesday, the 12th June, 1861, the messengers of the churches are
expected to assemble in union in the city of Kingston. Our annual gathering
hag on furmer occasions, proved a season of sweet refreshment to the souls of
the brethren, and has not been unproductive of good to the general interests
of the Congregational denomination in Canada. Let us for the meeting now
in prospeet, anticipate the highest success. To attain that end, the presence
and blessing of Him thai walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks, are
emphatically necessary. Christ’'s words—¢ Without me ye can do nothing,”’
may be felt as possessing a meaning in connection with all deliberations for
the advancement of His cause on earth. Hence the appropriateness of con-
tinuing in supplication, that the power of Christ may rest on his servants.
Their cry may well be,—If thy presence go not with us, carry us not up
hence.

Brethren will bear with us when we hint, that it is of the utmost conse-
quence that we come prepared, thrcugh that preparation of the heart which-
is of the Lord. The questions arising out of the present position of cur mis-
sionary operations, and our connection with our brethiren in England, involve
such momentous consequences, that, in our opinion, it will require all the
wisdom and grace existing in our Union, to settle them in a way honouring
to God, honourable to oursclves, and fitted to advance the.future welfare of
the churches. e hope then and pray, that the approaching Union Meeting
may produce hallowed results—that those present may feel that it was good.
to be there, and that an all prevailing spiritual influence may be enjoyed,
spreading revival and life through the land, as streams from Lebanon.

OUR HOME MISSIONS AGAIN.

The Communication of the Secrctary-Treasurer, and the articles in the-
April number of the Canadian Independent which it elicited, plainly shew.
that both in England and in Canada our missions are the subject of earnest
consideration. This, we regard as matter for thankfulness, provided those-
concerned take a sufficiently calm and comprehensive view of the case, and
grapple fairly with the real point at issue.

When the union of the several Societies was effected, it was distivetly
understood by our friends in Canada, that the new organivation was to embrace
the peculiar spheres, both of the Colonial and the Canadian Societies. But for
this, the union would never have been consummated. Indeed this fact.
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sppears on the face of ¢he new arrangement, and is implied in the name and
constitution of the new seciety. The new society was to be a Cunadian one,
counected it is true with the Colonial Society, yct not as * an auxiliary,” its
relation was explicitly decla ed to be that of o ¢ co-ordinate” body.

Two pledges, and only two, were required from the original Committee by
the friends in England.  The first, ¢ that no augmented Habilities are to be
placed upon them without their consent.” The sccond, «that Canada shall
raise among its churches and their friends on this continent, af kast us large
a sum a3 heretofore.” These pledges were cheerfully given, and have both
been kept inviolate. Kvery year the list has been sent home, and every grant
has obtained the sanction of the Iinglish committee,

At the close of the first year's operations, Canada raised $1823, a larger
amount than had ever been previously realized,—last year, closing June 1860,
the amount raised was $3164.

Now it is right to observe, that the friends in England do not Llzine
us for not obscrving the terins of our agrecment; they do not charge the
officers or committee of our society with mismun, gement in any form whatever;
they do not find fuult with the missionaries, b. { on the other hand, express
their belief, that they “are faithfully performing the duties devolving upon
them.”” What then is the trouble? 7They cau. .’ nderstand why some of
our stations have been so long on our “ Grantee list,  «nd think ¢ that some
of our churches ought in some way to be dealt with.”> They fear ¢ our grants
will degencrate to the character of endowments, which are opposed to the
principles by which we are distinguished.”” They therefore propose two
plans, first to abandon unproductive stations, secondly tv adopt ¥ the sliding
seale.” Tt is not our intention in this article to notice these plans further
than to remark, that the first is not a new principle but Las been acted on by
the Canadian committee, in every case, where the station has scemed to them
really unproductive ; and that the second principle, however well it may work
elsewhere, isnot suited to Canadian Congregationalism ; has been adopted and
has failed, and would again, if tried, soon relieve the scciety of some of its
grants ; but would at the same time relieve it also of some of its most pro-
mising rural churches, and many of its most faithful missionaries.

We, however, while unable te adopt the last suggestion of the English
committee, should be thankful for their interest and advice. The only thing
about which we should have feeling, is, that they do not in this matter seem
to have sufficient confidence in those who have wrought the society in this
country; and are not sufficienily disposed to make due allowance for the
peculiarities of the Canadian ficld. It is possible also, that the committee in
England may have lost sight of the actual relation existing between them and
our Society. There is confessedly 2 little more of the emphatic in the com-
munications from London, than we could have wished; and although as
‘Canadians we have been somewhat zccustomed to such language, (not howsver
hitherto from the Colonial Society), we find it hard to learn to like it.

We do not think we have yet reached the extreme necessity indicated by
both the brethren who have written on the subject, namely, that of forming
a new society independent of the Colonial society. It is impossible to say
what may be the issue, but as yet the matter has not assumed a form in which
smicable adjustment may not be secured. 'We have some hope, that if the
-case were again presented by explicit correspondence, our friends in England
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would see reasan to waive their proposed policy ; and perhaps might be induced
to allow us greater latitude of action. We would have much more hope of
this, if one of our brethren eould be sent home, personally to represent the
whole subject to the English committee.

We very mueh fear v » closing remarks of “ E”” are too hopeful, and may
leave wrong impressions o <be minds of our friends in Canada and at home.
The churches, considering their ability, have in most cases doue nobly
in their contributions to the funds of our society. Our rich churches are
few in number. Most of our self-sustaining churches have little to spare
after meeting their current expenses ; and but for the selfidenial of the Pastors
more than one of thew might have been, and not wrongly, still receiving aid.
The idcs of doubling our contributions however pleasant, we cannot but regard
as utopian.

As to the idea of forming another Socicty, we would only say, thatit would
not be very seemly for us to cast aside the Uolonial Missionary Society, should
co-operation with 1t be still found practicable. The term “veto power' is rather
a strung one, for the power claimed, and hitherto exercised by the committee
in Kngland ; and it would be somewhat difficult to prove the erroneousness
of the principle to which reference has been made, should the principle be
fairly stated.

Before parting with those who have so liberally aided us in our we-k, and
hitherto so cheerfully co-operated with us in our plans, perhaps it might have
been nearerthe truth to have said—who have till very lately so willinply followed
our suggestions. Let us try and get a right understanding with them on the
only point at issue. As we believe we are in the right, let us maintain our
self respect and our just claims, and should we have to dissolve our partoership,
let it be done in the spirit of our common Lord, carefully striving that the
respousibility of separation shall rest with them, and not with us.

If the adoption of the proposed policy would drive some of our loved
brethren from their spheres of labour, as we are confident it would, inconsid-
erate scparation might have the same painful issue.

K. M k.

THE AMERICAN CRISIS.

A deep and overwhelming interest in the events that have recently tran-
spired in the States, must fill the mind of every lover of freedom. OQurreaders
have doubtless traced the course of eventsas recorded in the newspapers of the
day; now, although it is not our province to detail the particulars of a struggle
which we trust will be crowoed with the triumph of the right, yet there are
points of all absorbing influerice in this convulsion of a mighty nation, which
strike us in their moral and religiouns aspects, to which we feel bound to refer.
We trust the doom of slavery shall be pronounced, and that the foulest blot
on the escutcheon of the United Stutes shall be wiped out. Every true friend
of liberty and lover of his country, must weep to find the sacred shield of
law thrown around a system of barbarism and oppression, and therefore Hope
lifts a tearful eye through the havoe of battle and the strife of meu, in antici-
pation of the removal of that defence. God may through the present com-
motions be opening a way for the Free States of the North, to free themselves
forever from the shame and curse of all co-partnership with slavery. Recent-
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intelligence indicates a strong determination to stand by the righteous side;
we pray, that that spirit may never flag. The toil, and strife, and watchings
of the men of a former age will, if nced be, find a parallel in the efforts of
their descendants. The Puritan spirit is not yet paralysed ; it has force to
stand face to face with the questions that demand solution in this crisiz. We
listen for words of hope, we look for heroic actions, affecting the rights and
wrongs of millions of men. ’

Yet withal, we cannot help feeling, that in this struggle, many, North and
South, having no direct connection with the cause of this commotion, will
feel bitterly its results. There is also 8 danger to the spiritual prosperity of
churches, and the progress of the Redeemer’s glory in the salvation of men,
arising from troublous times, which leads us ardently to pray—that the coun-
sels of ungodly men may speedily be put to shame ; and freedom, peace and
prosperity bless this continent, no longer cursed with slavery’s seeds of wo
and deeds of blood—that soon throughout this vast land, Liberty and Law,
Righteousness and Truth may spread their bloodless triumphs.

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,

We ask our friends who are in arrcars to the Independent, to make an effort
and remit during the month of May, the amount due by them. It is impos-
gible to go on hopefully and vigorously, unless liabilities are met; now this
course which we recommend, would exacily answer the purpose. It would
‘be both just and generous to have the seventh volume close with a bright
prospect for the future. Prompt action in this matter, will convince us that
there is some degree of appreciation of our labours. Thanks are due to those
of our kind readers who have done nobly in forwarding their subseriptions.
It would do us good, if the dollars that are due would come pouring in before
the Union meeting—first of all, we would feel proud of our supporters,—
then the Canadian Independent would feel cheerful and strong; whilst our
friends themselves would have self-respect, a quiet conscience, and such a feel-
ing of peace between them and the Canadian Independent, that we suppose
their feeling would be, ¢ I wish I had sent that dollar sooner.” Try the plan
dear friends, and see if you do not realise the result thus foretold.

VISIT TO THE INDIAN MISSION AT SAUGEEN.
( Concluded from page 295.)

After a supper, spread with right royal bounty by Henry Jones, jun. late
of Colpoy’s Bay, and now the official ¢ Writer” and Interpreter of the tribe,
we repaired again to the Chapel to attend the Missionary meeting. The place
was well lighted with side-candles and an immense tin chandelier mounting
fourteen more. These kept a young lad, snuffers in hand, continually on the
alert. His lowering and hoisting of the chandelier was quite a feature in the
proceedings. Henry Jones was voted into the chair.  After devotional
exercises, he made some remarks, and then called upon me to explain more
fully the constitution and aims of the Canada Indian Missionary Society, which
1 did, and then waited for Joseph Jones to give the substance of the speech
in Ojibway. Mr. Hooper spoke, urging reasons why this missionary enter-
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prise, and every other, should be supported by its friends, to make it an
instrament of saving souls.  This was likewise ioterpreted. All the other
speeches were in the vernacular ; by Anjecahbo Francis Wahbaze ; the second
Chief (I have forgotten his name) ; Joseph Jones, the chairman ; and some
more. Although it was near midnight, there seemed to be no diminution of
the interest. Still the orators exerted themselves, and still the soft beating
of mocassined feet, (so different from the rattling din of our assemblages,)
cheered on the ¢ taking’” passages. The animated gestures as they got warm
on the subject, and the (to us) uncouth giberish,—the ready laugh, or clap,
or stamp, showing they quite carried their audience with them—the great
chandelier swinging up aud down with extra and needless flourishes, follow-
ed by the great black eyes of every papoose in the house,—the occasional
snatches we got, when something was said too good for our fiiend Jones to
keep to himself'; and the singing liberally interspersed, pitched sometimes on
80 high a key that no white man could be inspired enough to reach it,
(though the Ojibways did,) all combined to form a scene both novel and ex-
citing to us.

Each of the speeches was prefaced by a bow, and ¢ Mr. Chairman !’ but all
the rest was in Qjibway. Wahbaze's speech was worth preserving. He said
he was born away near the Mississippi, in paganism. He never heard of
Kishemanitu (the Great or Good Spint) till twelve years old ; and then only
casually from a French trader. He asked his mother who Kishemanitu was;
she told him to be still, and not to be asking foolish questions ; and that was
all he could learn for several years. At length he came to Canada, and in
the neighbourhood of Orillia first heard of Goa and His Son Jesus, He then
entered the communion of the Anglican Church. He was most anzious for
the moral and social improvement of the Red man, and urged the claims of
the C. L. Society upon the audience. Although we had in private protested
against it, a collection was taken up, and I am inclived to think urged by
some of the speakers. Two caps went round, into which all put something,
and which were then placed on the table with sofficient force to chink well;
at which the young boys laughed. Then the Chairman announced that a
subscription paper was ready ; which he-headed with a dollar. Three or four
others marched up to the table and promised the same. At last the meeting
closed; and with a great amount of hand shaking and du-zus, we retired to
Henry Jones’s for the rest of the night.

While the two Joneses and a young relative, occasionally assisted by Mr.
Hooper, were singing hymus, English and native, I took occasion to examine
and ask questions about the Ojibway language, and the various translations
into that language. The Qjibway, like most, if not all the American Abor-
iginal languages, is unwritten ; and the Roman cliaracters are used. It is
deficient of the sounds represented by the consonants 1, R, F, and v. It has
all the vowel sounds of the English, but wants some of the combinations ; as
for instance, the sound of #h. The language therefore has a harsh sound to
our ears—any language wanting 1L, to say nothing of the others, would sound
unmusical to us. There is a certain sound of u, which I think would be best
represented by «k. which in the version of the New Testament issued by the
American Tract Society, is represented among the Roman characters by an
Ttalic ». The 7, in this version is to be pronounced ¢, and the ¢, . Though
this version is, in consequence of this spelling, more acceptable and better
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understood among those whose only foreign language is a smattering of French
patots, it is exceedingly difficult to those Indians who wish at the same time
to learn a little English. Peter Jones’s version of the Gospels is much easier
und pliiner, though this is said to be superior as a literary performance. I
suggested an edition of this translation remodelled in the spelling, which
seemed to meet with favour in the eyes of all the educated Indians present.

Our host, Henry Jones, who came with us next day to Tara, in Arrun, and
spoke for us at the meeting, is quite willing ts take hold of a School among
his countrymen, and is emineutly qualified for it. Ie spoke of a young man
too, ready to devote himself to the ministry, and the training preparatory for
it. It was touching to hear Anjecahbo plead for help to his people. e said
he had but one way of gaining knowledge—by the car; the world of literature
was shut out from him, and no wonder if he felt sometimes as though he had
nothing new to say. Joseph Jones too, of some standing and rank among
his people, is ready to be sent, wherever and whenever the Socicty wills.
He told us once in our prayer meeting at Owen Sound, of hearing Mr. Fen-
wick give an exhortation here, and then on his way home, kneeling down
behind a log, where no eye could see him but God's, and with strong cries
and tears seeking mercy. And he hoped he then found it. 'We hope so too.
There are said to be 40,000, speaking the language of the Ojibways and Crees,
nearly, if not quite identical.  Aod about 125,000 Indians in all, in British
America. A vast number, and nearly all as yet pagans. I shall recommend
to the Board of Directors, the immediate appotntment of a teacher for the
Saugeen Reserve, and the printing of a small Catechism of Christian Doctrines
in Ojibway, for distribution. It is much to be hoped that the Board will, by
the liberality of its friends, be able at the opening of navigation to locate a
white missionary and at least one Native teacher, in the vicinity of Manitoulin
Island. Colpoy’s Bay is already provided for.

Owen Sound. WiLrLiaM SMiTH.

REFLECTIONS AND JOTTINGS UPON A RECENT MISSIONARY TOUR.

What a distinguished privilege to be permitted to take part in advancing
the interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ! Yet ¥/ Christians may share in
this noble employment, whatever the circumstances in which they are placed.
Ministers aud people may alike participate in it, and the benefits it yields.

As euch Missionary season advances, it is gratifying to observe how many
minds are exercised, the various exertions made, and the anticipations in-
dulged. The annaal visitation of the deputation appointed, the interchange
of thought and fecling between ministerial brethren, tho gathering of the
people for missionary purposes, and the svlemn, instructive and practical na-
ture of the exercises are peculiarly adupted to effect spiritual good.

Those who visit the stations of beloved brethren observe and learn much
as they pass from place to place, and have many opportunities of usefulness,
which they do well to improve; and those who are visited, may in various
ways Teceive benefit from the intercourse and services in which they share.

Qur female friends, as usual, have been found active as collectors, in minis-
tering to our funds. Many thanks are due to them for the warm interest
they manifest in this department of Christian labour. It is no less encourag-
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ing to notice the cheerful response and co-operation on the part of those to
whom they appeal, the cordial hospitality afforded to the missionary deputa~
tion, the aid rendered in facilitating their journeyings, and the symputhies
and prayers, the liberality and zeal so extensively called into exercise.

We much wish that our lay brethren, though not engaged in the ministry,
but yet capable of addressing public meetings, would take part in these visi-
tations.  They could render important segyice to the churches, and materially
aid our deputations. Their co-opernuion ‘on former oceasions is gratefully
remewbered by many, but we failed this year in securing it. We hope they
will volunteer for the future. We are aware of the pressure of business, and
how difficult it may be to devote a lengthened period to journeying; and the
sacrifices of time and comfort, wear and tear, incident to such an undertekiog;
but, believing that many of our brethren have a high regard for the honour
of their Master, and wish well in relation to His cause ; and moreover, that
they would, were they determined to make the attempt, be honoured as the
instruments of good to many, we sincerely hope henceforth to observe their
activity as witnesses for the Saviour in our future meetings.

We must not omit to notice, however, our young friends, who, by their
Missionary Boxcs, or otherwise, cheer us with their contributions. It is very
pleasing to observe children thus engaged, whether contributing in our Sab-
bath Schools or receiving funds among fiiends and neighbours in the commu-
nity. The Juvenile Fund is no less important than the adult.

The system and promptitude which many have evinced, in having the
subseriptions ready for the annual meeting, also deserves our warmest com-
mendation. Those who have tried this plan find it practicable, and it is on
many accounts preferable to the delay, uncertainty, and confusion arising
from the opposite course. We hope the practice will become more general.

Many opportunities have been afforded for scattering precious seed by in-
tercourse with individuals and fimilies, as well as in public weetings, which
the deputations have aimed to improve; and hereafter they hope to reap
themsclves, or to rejoice with those who do so. We know a few instances
of usefulness arising from the former, and we cannot doubt of success from
the latter, judging from the character of the enunciations we have heard.

Then, the expression of kindness to Ministers tn the way of suituble dona-
tions, must not be overlooked. There are many persons, doubtless, who wish to
cheer and aid their minister by some unexpected token of friendship and love,
but they do not know kow to do it., As suggestive, I will give a fuct or two
of recent cccurrence. In one part of our Missionary District, tiwo ladies
originated @ surprisc Donation parly on New Year's Eve, the result of
whirh was, a donation in money and kind of upwards of forty dollars, to say
nothing of the pleasure and cncouragement derived from so uunexpected a
visit, and the intercourse it occasioned.” In another locality, a beloved brother
was entertained by his people in a school-house to which he had been invited,
when several articles of dress, useful to himself and family were presented,
and a handsome sum of moncy to purchase a gentleman’s plaid, which is
said to have many advantages to those who travel. In another station, a
person called at the house of the pastor with a new carpet bag, labelled—
“ From the Ladies of the Congregation,” and when he opened it he found a
Jfine suit of clothes for himself ; and subsequently, many useful articles were
sent for his wife and family. Early in the year another minister's wife re-
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ceived ornamental presents, which she cannot fail to appreciate. These
things we mention, not for parade, but 8s acknowledyments of a people’s
thoughtfulness, aud with a view to aid others. But should any prefer t.
prescnt a literary donation, we would suggest ““The Independent” news-
paper, published in New York; ¢ The Congregational Quarterly,” published
in Bostou ; some of the Thenlogical Reviews ; or some recent work on Science,
Morals or Religion, useful to a minister.

Here our Jottings terminate. They might be extended, but we forbear,
fondly lLioping that our Missionary cxertions this year will be more successful
than the last, and our churches become less dependent on the generous aid
80 long rendered by the Colonial Missionary Society ; and we should greatly
rejoice to hear of aggressive efforts, an extension of our boundaries, and en-
larged success.

Whitby, March 19, 1861. JIT.B

CONGREGATIONAL INSTITUTE PETITION.

For the benefit of our readers we insert the following from the Christian
Quardian, April 17th, 1861.

¢ The Theological Institute of the Congregationalists, at Toronto, is now
called the Congregational Colleze. A committee of this institution has pre-
pared a petition to the Legislature in opposition to University Reform. We
have already shown the absurdity of their plea for a monopoly; all that is
necessary is to show the inconsistency and selfishness of their course. We
find this done ready to our hand, in a note to Dr. R rerson’s recent pamphlet.
The note is as follows :~—

¢ While these sheets are passing through the press, my attention has been di-
rected to ugrinted “ Petition (to Parliament) by ani on behalf of the Annual
Meeting of Subscribers to the Canadian Congregationa: Theological Institute (now
bearing the name of the Congregational College of British North America) held
in Montreal on the 15th day of June, 1860.” This Petition is a protest against
the Wesleyan * appeal made to the Legislature at its last session fur the division
of the endowment of the University of Toronto and University College among *all
the colleges now established, or which may be established in Upper Canada,’
most of such colleges being uader the control of ecclesiastical bodies,” The ar-
gument of this petition against the Wesleyan Memorial, is that it asks fora
< sectarian distribution of the University Endowment,” that it involves the prin-
ciﬁle of grants to churches, and the union of Church and State, the semblance of
which should be removed. These statements are not only disproved by what I
have said in the text, but by the express declaration of the Wesleyan Conference
Memorials, both of the last and the present year. In the State of New York, the
State Literature Fund is distributed among the Seminaries of Learning through-
out tha Stale, upon tho sams principle as that prayed for in the Wesleyan Mem-
orial in regard to the distribution of the University Fund ; and among said semin-
aries are those under the control of the Congregationalists and Baptists, as well as
of the Methodists and Presbyterians ; meu have too much intelligence there to eall
such a system Church and Stato Union. But there is no irstitution in all Canada
whose * Subscribers” ave so largely relieved by means -¥ the University Endow-
ment as those to the very * Canadian Congregational Theological Institute’” from
which this petition emanates., Its classical tutor is actually the salaried class-
_cal tutor and Registrar of University College, and its students have received theis
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educntional instruction by attending the lectures in University College, or by
the tenchings of its tutor. Ilere is not indeed *Church and State Union,” not
indeed ““ n sectarian distribution” of a State Endowment, but a Theological In-
stitute having one of its two instructors salaried by a State Endowment, and
that Institute living half its life in o State endowed College ! The Wesleyans re-
pudinte any endowment for & Theological Faculty or Professor ; they ask no aid
for their Literary College as a Church institution, nor for anything that it may
do as such ; but they demand that the non-denominational University educational
work it does shall be recognized and aided the same as the kindred work of a
non-denominational College. Iore is the same secular educational work done
by two Colleges—the one under denominational control, the other under the con-
trol of no Jenomination. This ** Congregational Theological Inatitute” would
proscribe the work of the former because its control is denominational, and endow
the work of the lutter because its control is non-denominational! And after all
half live itself on o State endowment!! How much intense sectarianism lives
under the garb of professed non-sectarian liberality !

It is worthy of remark, that the only religious bodies that have formally adve-
cated the Toronto University College Monopoly are those who have Thealogical
Institutes or Colleges in Toronto, the elements of whose educational life are
largely, if not wholly, derived from University College—the names of the Theo-
logical students equally appearing in the lists of University College students—a
convenient and profitable partnership, at least on one side. Neither I, norl
believe any other advocate of University reform—can have ohjection to -ich an
arrangement; nay I admire the sagacity of it; but surely Theological _stitu-
tions that flourish so luxuriously in the clover of State University endowment
ought not to begrudge their neighbours of other religious persuasions a few wisps
in their non-theolegical work of literary education. Least of all, ought they to
employ epithets, and make representations, and aseribe motives and principles,
that misrepresent the sentiments and proceedings and characters of their neigh-
bours, How different was the great and good Dr. Chalmers’ appreciation of edu-
cation in connexion with Christian Churches, when he said. *“ It is the Churches
and Colleges of England in whick ts fostered into maturity and strength almost all the
massive learming of our nation.”

Trang=Atlantic Wetrvospect.

‘The death of the Duchess of Kent, mother of the Queen, has proved one
of those occasions which ever and anon offer for the manifestation, by the
people of England, of the deep-seated attachment they feel for Her Majesty,
and of the loyalty with which she is regarded. For years the Duchess of Kent
has led a quiet, unobtrusive lite ; her name has seldom appeared, save in the
court movements of her daughter; but the nation has not forgotten the debt
of gratitude it owes her for the training which has made Queen Victoria the
most beloved of all the monarchs who have ever sat on the English throne.
Tt was the result of early teaching which made the young princess, suddenl
called to fill one of the highest places on carth, feel her need of God's help,
and tearfully ask the venerable prelate who announced to her the great
honone upon which she had entered to pray for her; and we feel assured
that it was to the fact that the Court of Queen Victoria was pure and blame-
fess, and her government constitutional, both in letter and spirit, that
England owed her exemption from that terrible outburst of revolution and
anarchy which swept aver Europe in 1848. To Queen Victoria and the
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training she had from her mother is owing, under God, the position the
nation at presentoccupies; and it syn. vathises with the Queen in her womanly
sorrow; but one tone pervades the eatire press of England ; there is not a
word other than that of respeet for the dead, and affection for the living. Seo
may it continue to be : may such be the training of future sovereigns of the
British nation ; so that our children’s children may rejoice in being citizens
of an empire whose head is a model of purity and virtue to the subjects; and
a proof to other governments that order and freedom may happily co-exist
among a people whose monarch knows how to govern in obedience to the
laws and constitution of the country.

Seldom has the political horizon of urope been more clouded than at this
present moment ; men are casting their eyes above and before them, but all
i1s dark and uncertain; save for the unhappy certainty that a storm is at
hand—a storm whose violence, whose duration and effects it is impossible to
foretell. Every mail brings us rumors of fresh troubles, of increasing discon-
tent on the part of the peoples, and increasing blunders and obstinacy on the
part of some of the rulers. Victor Emmanuel has been recognised by
England as King of Italy—he has attained that, which a year ago would
have seemed a wild dream: still there remains a small spot to mar the
unity and completeness of his dominion. Rome is still under the sway of
the Pope, guarded, too, by thousands of French bayonets. But the spot has
to be removed. Rome has to cease to be politically papal and become
Italian, nay, the centre—the brain of ltaly; but how? peaceably, or by
more bloodshed? The futare is unknown; but we fear much. Then,
Venetia is still under the iron rule of Austria and her cohorts; and all the
movements of that wonderful man, Garibaldi, point to an attempt by him to
finish the programme of Louis Napoleon, and set Italy ¢ free from the Alps
to the Adriatic.”  Will be be successful? A.nd if so, at the expense of how
much blood and treasure? How many Magentas and Solferinos will be
re-enacted ?  So also Hungary is rising, quietly, but with the determination
of strength ; and it will be no marvel if, this time nest year, Kossuth is again
in the Jand from which he bas been so long exiled, its chosen and rightful
ruler. And Poland, thrice slain—dead, to all appearance, for thirty years
post—has turoed in her grave, and dreams of a resurrection. It is painfully
affecting to read the accounts of the massacres at Warsaw : no resistance, no
fichting on the part of the Poles, but an assertion most unmistekeble of
national existence and hope. Then there are endless rumors of leagr 5 and
counter leagues among the great powers—of warlike preparations in the
second and third-rate kingdoms, as if a conflict was at hand greater than the
world has ever seen.  The clouds may pass away, the sun of peace may agaia
shine forth ; God grant it: but meanwhile our duty is clear; we are to
“ watch and pray”—pray that these tremendius calamities may not come
upon the earth.  But if war should unhappily come to pass, then it is ours
to throw the weight of our prayers, our sympathies, our influcnce, whatever
we have, in the scale, for freedom, and liberty, and right, and the overthrow
of despotism throughout the world.

The third reading of the Church Rate Abolition Bill, in the House of
Comuons is fixed for 5Sth June. This may appear to be a great delay after
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the second reading ; but there are various hindrances arising from the cus-
toms and forms of the house which render an earlier date impracticable.
Meanwlule both parties are exerting themselves to the utmost; and there is
ne doubt that the division will be a very close one, possibly closer than that
upon the second reading. Whatever may be the present issue, there is but
one opinion as to the ultimate result, the opinion of one of the most intelli-
gent of the secular literary journals, Once @ Week. It says:—

Cuurcn-raTE ABoLiTION.—For many and many a year past Sir Johe Trelawny
has made this question his own, and has at length brought it to a point at which
his praposals are annually approved by the Commons and annually rejected by
the Lords. There can be but one conclusivn to such a state of facts. Ilere is the
Jew Bill again in another form. The Peers were beaten upon that in the long
run—not without loss of prestige, which in their case is pro tanfo loss of power.
An affirmative decision was at length literally torn from them, and so it will be
with regard to this matter of Church-rates.

Rencron 1y Narres.—The following is an estract from a letter from Naples in
the Record :—** The sale of Bibles goes on well ; and many priests, as well as lay-
men, are ready to leave the Church of Rome, but the great difficulty with the
former is to find such employment for them as will afford them subsistence. The
fact is, they must be employed in some way, such as colporteurs, Scripture-readers,
or teachers ir schools, until they are sufficiently advanced in Christian knowledge
to he able to preach ; but while they aro employing their spare time in teaching
others, they themselvesshiould be undergoing asystem of religious training ; hence
will arise the necessity for schools, colleges, a w=ll conducted press, and the dif-
fusion of religious knowledge by means of Protestant works, The plan, therefore,
which appears at present most likely to promote Protestant Christianity among
the ltalinns, is, not te interfere too much with them, either in regard to their form
of Church Government or their plan of evangelisation. I feel more confidence
every day in Gavazzi’s judgmeant as well as ability. Ifis oratorical powers sre
wonderful, and the clear way in which he explaing everything he treats shows
that he is fully acquainted with his subject. 1le continues his controversial lec-
tures twice a-week, and preaches tiwice every Sunday to # crowded congragation ;
by diut of hard squeezing the room can hold about 230 peiple, and it is penerally
full to overflowing. Next week he proposes opening a school for adults fuur times
a-week, and he and the Marquis of Cresi (who during exile in Switzerland came
to the knowledge of the truth), who co-operates most amicably with him, think
of opening a class for the instruction and examination of such priests as may
have left their Church.”

InvorERANCE IN FrancE—It appears that measures are to be taken hy the
French Government for the suppression of all religious associations (congregations)
not already recognised and authorised by the law.

Gariparor oN THE Paracy.~—Garibaldi has addressed Sir. C. E. Eardley, Bart,
as folluws :—Euse et Calomo. (By the sword and the pen.) Caprera, Feb. 17,
1861, Sir,—I am grateful for all that the Christians of England have done for
the welfure of man and the rights of nations. The Evangelical Alliance, over
which you preside, is @ good work. I shall receive with pleasure, by post, the
offer which you have made of a Bible in many tongues, and I du not consent that
a deputation of members of your suciety should put themselves to inconvenienco
for the purpuse. * * The great majority of the peaple among us, if not Pro-
testant in name, are very Protestant in fact, as is proved hy the indifference—nay,
even the contempt—with which they receive the anathemas of the Papacy. and
the public ridicule which the miracles excite. Be persuaded, sir, that the halian
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people are much less Popish than has been said. As for me, be good enough to
believe me the irreconcilable enemy of hypocrisy and of all despotiam, and at the
same time your affectionate, G, GaRIBALDLY

Tue PersecuTions IN Spain—An affecting letter has been received from Don
Manuel Matamoros, dated from his prison at Granada, March 12, It is addressed
to Mr. Wm. Greene. After adverting to his present suffering state, he says: —

At midnight, on the 6th instant, four civil guards (gens d’armes), with theiz
sergzeant aud a constable, entered the house of our suffering brother Alhama. Iis
venerable mother admitted them. They demanded all his keys, and to be per-
mitted to search the house thoroughly. IHis wife was in bed; not only because
of the lateness of the hour, but also because of the very delicate state of her health
after her recent premature confinement, which was breught on by her husband’s
jmprisonment. They obliged her to rise, and searched the wool of the mattresses.
The boxes, trunks, beds, clothes, pockets, the most trifling and insigpificant
things, were examined ........ while Alhama’s children wept with terror ata
sight so new and so alarming. For two hours these new familiars of the In-
quisition persevered in their examination, without finding anything to incriminate
the family, and they then departed, leaving, however, a wofal track behind them,
for our poor brother’s unhayppy wife, seized with a serious attack of epilepsy, fell,
prostrate with grief, upon the bed from which she had been so rudely aroused ;
and the disorder of the house, clothes strewn on the floor, boxes opened, and
beds unmade, testified of the unwelcome visitors who had disturbed this virtuouns
family. But this is not all. The same night fourteen more persons were cast
into prison.

The police had received information that every night a meeting was held in the
house of an artist (whose name we do not know), composed of artizans, members
of the Protestant Church, for the purpose of reading the Bible, and performing
such ceremonies a8 have been adopted by the Protestant Spanish Church. In
fact, a number of the friends of this gentleman were in the habit of meeting at
his house; but none of them belonged, or do belong, to our Church, but were
chiefly artists who, after the occupations of the day, met to read the newspapers
and discuss subjects of interest, but of which I am ignorant. This present per-
secution, however, was not made under any political pretest, but was simply
directed against Protestantism. When the police entered the house there were
fourteen persons assembled, amongst them an old blind man and three young
children. All were engaged in hearing the reading of some periodical. The
first words of the police agent as he entered were, “ Oh, ho! now I have found
the heretics I was louking for. Now we shall see what we can do with the Pro-
testants of Granada.” The master of the house attempted to reply and to repel
these accusations; but the agent struck him a barbarous blow across the face,
which he repeated more than once. Ilaving scarched the house they took the
fourteen inmates to prison, where they have been confined in the most rigorous
solitude.”

Don Manuel goes on to detail further sufferings and indignities to which he
and Alhama were subjected in the rigorous search of their effects in the prison
cell to discover evidences of complicity with the fourteen new prisoners. Even
his Bi%le was teken from him, and all his entreaties for its restoration were fruit-
less. The letter, which is of great length, contains the grateful acknowledgment
of a sum of money which has been sent to the prisoners, and without which
Matamoros believes he would have been forced to make his approaching journey
to Malaga, on foot. He also alludes to the state of Earopean politics, and con-
siders that the clerical party in Spain, being much alarmed by the late events
in Italy, press more heavily upon the Spanish Protestaats thun it might other-
wise have done. The fourteeen persons arrested, on proving that they were not
Protestants, were set at liberty. But two others, who do really belong to the
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Reformed Spanish Church, have been imprisoned. He however, hopes that they
may be also released,

Matamores believes that if a petition on behalf of Alhama and himself were
presented to the Queen of Spain by Sir A. Buchanan, on the occasion of her ap-
proaching confinement, it might be favourably received, and their liberation
might follow ; but expresses very touchingly his hope that Sir Robert Peel’s speech
in Parliament and Lord John Russell’s answer in the Iouse of Commons were
favourable. e concludes by desiring that our efforts may be redoubled in his
behalf, as his protracted sufferings are more than he can bear.—Record.

AN Easter Dues Storv.—At a recent anti-Church-rate meeting near Norwich,
one of the speakers related the following anecdote which is good encugh to be
trae :—** A clergyman in Bristol waited upon a2 Quaker for the purpose of asking
for his Easter dues. IIe was politely shown up stairs, and conversation com-
menced—the clergyman at first not referring to the object of his visit. The din-
ner hour being near, the clereyman was invited to stay and partake of the meal,
which invitation he accepted. A bounteous repast was served up, wine was in-
troduced, and eventually a pipe and cigar were partaken of, the former by the
host, the latter by the visitor. Encouraged by the friendly manner of his host,
the clergyman determined to introduce the object of his visit, and afier a few
preliminary remarks, requested the Quaker to pay the Easter dues, ‘I tell you
what it is, ol¢ gentleman,’ friend Broadbrim replied, ¢ you have had a meat offer-
ing, and a drick offering, and a burnt offering, but if you sny anything about the
Easter offerings, you shall have a heave offering out of the door.”

oftirial,

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA..

The next annual meeting of the above named body will be held on Wep-
NESDAY, 12th June, and following days, at KiINGsToN, convening at 4 p.m.

The Committee of the Union will meet at the Congregational church on
the same day, at two o’clock. Said Committee consists of Rev. Messrs. A.
Lillie, D.D., H. Wilkes, D.D, K. M. Fenwick, John Climie, A. Burpee,
W. Hayden, Messrs, W. Massie, T. Hendry, G. Chaffey, R. Rattenburg, J.
Cridiford, J. Noon, and II. Freeland.

ANNUAL COLLECTION.

Pastors and churches will please remember the Annual Collection in behalf
of the Union, which, by common concurrence, with the recommendation of
this body, is taken up simultancously on the First SapBata or June.

In order that the claims of brethren entitled to re-imbursement of travelling
expenses be met, the churches need to éncrease their contributions on the
average, 20 per cent.  The deficiency last year was wmet by the munificeny
supplementary donations of a few friends in Zion Church, Moutreal.

Any church unable to secure the attendance of either Pastor or Delegate
at the Meeting, will render valued service, and greatly encourage the brethren,
by forwarding its collection in this behalf. Address to the Secretary-Treas-.
urer at Paris, C.W.; or, if mailed after the Gth June, address to him at
Kingston, C.W.
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STATISTICS.

It is hoped that before this number of the Canadian Independent is in
the hands of its renders, the Statistical returns .will have been mailed to the
Secretary. But should any party to whom a blank form has been scnt, have
neglected to do so, he is entreated to attend to this matter before the next
mail leaves,

If any Congregational Church has been overlooked in distributing the
blank forms, its officers will confer an esteemed favour by informing the
Secretary, who will supply such party by return mail.

Epwarp Esges,
Paris, C.W., April 24th, 1861. Secretary-Treasurer.

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE C. C. MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
A mecting of the Geueral Committee of the Canadian Congregational
Missionary Society, will be held (D.V.) in the Ccngregational Church,
Kingston, C.W., on Tuesday the 11th June, at 10 a.n..

Kennern M. FENWICK,
Ilome Sccretary.

CANADIAN CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

As the annual report has to be prepared for presentation to the Union in
June, it is extremely desirable, that the last semi-annual reports from
the Missionaries, be sent when due, to the Home Secretary. Special atten-
tion i3 therefore called to thismatter. 'Will the brethren in reporting, remem-
ber to state whether their churches have fuithfully fulfilled ¢keir engagewents.

Churches applying for grants, will please send their applications to the
uudersigned, on, or before, the 1st of June. Applications have to be made by
the blank forms printed by the Society, one of which has been sent to cach of
the Missionaries; but should others be required, they may be had from the
Secretary-Treasurer.

KennErn M. FENWICK,

Kingston, April 22nd. Home-Secretary.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION.

As it is desirable to have arrangements for the accommodation of Ministers
and Delegates attending the Union completed before the time of meeting,
those intending to be present are urgently requested to send intimation of
their intention, at the latest by the 1st of June—carlier if possible.

Ministers, while sending their own names, would save trouble should they
also give the names of Delegates from their respective Churches.

Much inconvenience and confusion will be avoided by prompt compliance
with this request. All communications should be sent to

Kennern M. Fenwick,
Ringston, C. W.



CORRESPONDENOE. 3356

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE.
RECEIPTS SINCE MARCII 30tm 1861,

Taronto, (Rev. J. P)uiciicerecrisvnniranneriiesecmnnineennniessseses $3 00
Brantford, (additional) per Rev. J. Wood.....oes cevvennenianss 3 00
Eaton, per Rev. E. J. Sherrilliccccciiviviineeensenniccnices sesnnnes 9 00
Belleville, (on account) per Rev. J. Climie........ sevnnan tosaseres 5 00

The Session closed, as appointed, on the 17th inst. The Examiners in
attendance were Reverends J. T. Byrne, W. H. Allworth, and J. Wood. The
Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Home Secretary of the Missionary Society, was also
present to arrange for the vacation-appointments. So manyapplications wero
received that nearly all the Students were supplied with stations. The fol-
lowing are the appointments made: Mr. Burchill, under the Canada Indian
Missionary Society, will labour at Saugeen, Colpoy’s Bay, aod the islandsand
shores of the Georgian Bay. Mr. Strasenburgh will go to Moore and Wilkes-
port; Mr Kean to Garafraxa for three Sabbaths, then to Bosanquet ; Mr. R.
Brown to Bosanquet for three Sabbaths, then to Garafraxa ; Mr. J. Brown to
Listowel and Molesworth, with Rev. R. McGregor; Mr. Sanderson to Oro;
Mr. Smith to Florenceville, New Brunswick ; Mr. Duff to Meaford ; Mr.
McGregor to Martintown and Indian Tands; Mr. Lewis to Alton and South
Caledon ; Mr. Douglas to Inverness ; and Mr. Dickson to Daoville, with Rev.
A. J. Parker. Mr. Bryning, who has been unable to preach during the winter
from a disorder in the throat, has been also included in this arrangement,
going to Franklin, (Russeltown) C.E.

F. H. Marring,

Tororto, April 27th, 1861. Secretary.

Corresponyence.

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Brotuer,—The following has just been sent to the Guardian.
Will you also insert it in your May number?

To the Editor of the Christian Guardian.

Toronto, April 27th, 1861.

Sir,—1 have ouly to day seen your issue of the 17th inst., wherein you
publish an extract from Dr. Ryerson’s last University pamphlet, (of which I
have seen no copy,) reflecting on the consisteney of the Subscribers to the
Congregational College, who have petitioned aguinst a sectarian distribution
of the University endowment, while themselves, as he alleges, “ having one
of their two instructors salaried by a State endowment, and their Institute
living half its life in a State-endowed college.”

Will you allow me to state a fact or two that will suffice to disprove so
groundless an accusation ?

In the year 1858, the Rev. Arthur Wickson was appointed Classical and
Hebrew Tutor of our institution, at a small salary, for which only a part of
his time was expected.
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In 1856, the same gentleman, having meanwhile filled other educational
positions, was appointed Tutor and Registrar of University College, retaining
his appointment with us, at the same salary and with the same duties.

Since the latter date he has sometimes had our students reading the same
books with his University College pupils, and in such cases he has personally
arranged that the former should join with the latter in the same class. To
accomplish this, he has entered them, at his own expense, as occasional stud-
ents of University College.  If the managers of our institution were aware
of such an arrangement, for it never became the subject of official report or
action, they did not interfere, for so long as the students received the in-
struction agreed upon from Dr. Wickson, it could matter but little within
what walls it was conveyed.

Such an arrangement has ¢ sometimes” been made; and sometimes, as
during the session just closed, no occasion for it hasarisen. But Dr. Wickson
has always held other classes in our own Lecture-Room.

Besides this, the only attendance of our students at University College,
has been when any one of them has taken out a ticket as an occasional stu-
dent in any selected subject. I am grieved to say that this is all, for I would
that every one of them matriculated and graduated there, before coming to
us for Theology. For this declaration, of course, I am liable to a repetition
of the denunciation you quote. But all without cause. Take the matter a
stage or two farther back. Qur Divinity student, let us say, has attended
a Grammar and a Common school in his younger days. Can we not consist-
ently send our future theologian to such institutions, and yet oppose as our
denunciator does—the application to them of the sectarian principle 7 This
is exactly what we would do in the case of the Colleze. The position is elear,
logical, and consistent.

But in respect to our present arrangement, the above statement, I trast,
will induce the author of the charges in question, to confess that ke has
“ misrepresented the sentiments and proceedings and character of his
neighbours.”

Though I do not write officially, I may exense myself for taking up the
matter by subscribing myself,

F. H. Maruning,
Secretary of the Congregational College.

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Montreal, 16th April, 1861.
The following letter, received a little while sinee from the Rev. Solomon
Snider now labouring in Nova Scotia, tells what our brother wants, and will
doubtless be read with interest. I shall be happy to be the channel of com-
munication, should any one desire to assist in the ercction of the church
building. Your’s very truly,
Henry WILKES.

Manchester, N.S., Feb. 14, 1861.

Rev. H. Wilkes, D.D.
Rev. avp Dear Sir,—In June, 1859, two Missionaries left Toronto, C. W, at
the same hour,—one filled with apprehensions of the future, timorous, undecided ;
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the other hopeful, his countenance radiant with hope, earnest, well qualified,—
¢ designated to the work,” ‘‘recommended to the grace of God,” by public
prayers, speeches, &c. They met on the wharf. Shaking hands they parted,—one
to the extreme east of Nova Scotia, a voluntary exile for Christ’s sake, the other
for Vancouver’s Island, the extreme west of British America. A brief twelve
months saw him settled in Guelph, in Canada West, in ease and comfort, The
other still holds on his way, amid the *wastes of Zion,” enduring fatigues, and
hardship, to which his previous history furnishes no parallel. Now, when the
Missionary at Vaucouver’s Island requested aid to build & new chapel, the
churches responded and sent bim £100 currency. And this is to ask your advice
in reference to our chapel: we have a good frame, but it is too small by at least
twelve or fifteen feet in its length, and there is required a complete renovation in
the windows, seats, pulpit, and ceiling. If you think fit you may propose to the
Canadian Churches, to raise another £100 for the Euast as they did before for
the West. The people here are poor, their fishing yielded nothing comparatively,
and they have a sad prospect before them, Within 15 miles of the place whence
I write, there are known to be 34 families, not 10 of which have provisions for 2
months to come. Our ola house is filled with a regular, serious and attentive
congregation. As soon as I can get a house to live in on this side the bay, I
shall remove from Cape Canso and preach every Sabbath here, and in as many
other places as I can.

After meutioning the pernicious course of unintelligent excitement to
which the people bave been exposed, — ¢ During the winter a revival is
gotup; in the summer the people can’t take time to be pious,” and adverting
to his strong desire to be able to maintain the credit of our ‘denomination in
the midst of many enemies, he proceeds :

But sir, I have a higher, a holier, a nobler aim. There is ignorance here, and
awful darkness—a fearful amount of crime, and immorality,—and a people which
will have no one to care for them if I go away,—shall I stay? Will your rich
friends in Canada West aid me in fitting up a Meeting Ilouse?—or shall I ton
return to Canada, to add to your mortification, and the shame of Congregationalism?
O let it not be said. One offers the church three acres of land, others say they
will assist in building “ a Minister’s house,”’—but of that bye and bye. Then
let your rich church members just help us in the chapel affair, and we shall soon
see a large congregation meeting every Sabbath morning, and the present
desultory movement will beat anend. It must be with yourself to recommend the
above, I cannot do it. It makes my heart sick to think of going off without
effecting anything.—Can you aid us? Will you?

I beg leave to subscribe myself,
Rev. and dear Sir, yours affectionately,
SorouoN SnipER.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS MOSTLY IN UPPER CANADA THOUGII IN
THE LOWER CANADA DISTRICT.

The Deputation consisting of Mr. McKillican and Dr. Wilkes, left by
Grand Trunk Railway on Monday March 11th, for the Vaudreuil Station,
on their way to St. Andrews, C.E. One of the friends of the cause met them
with his sleigh and pair of horses and drove them to their destination. The
day was beautiful, and the ice road on the river Ottawa, all that could be
desired. There was no charge for this team ; the excellent brother whose
name is for the moment forgotten, cheerfully devoted himself and his horses
for the day to the Missionary cause. There was a lively and well attended
meeting in the evening—Mr. Sim, the pastor, in the chair who gave us a
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good address ; and besides the talking of the deputation, the Rev. Mr. Pat-
terson of the Free Church, and Rev. Mr. Ireland of the Methodist Church
delivered excellent speeches. This little church is of mature age, but is yet
feeble. Mr. Sim lubours faithfully amid many discouragements. He has
for the time undertaken the charge of the Grammar School, and has therefore
declined to receive the Missionary grant while so doing.  Perhaps such places
as this, and Franklin, and some others, cannot be sclf-sustained otherwise
than by their minister abtaining a part of his income by Teaching.

On Tuesday 12th, a fine team from Vaokleek IIill made its appearance to
convey the deputation to Hawkesbury village and the said Hill. We have a
church edifice at Hawkesbury which needsto be occupied ; it has been vacant
so far as our body is concerned since Mr. Elliot went to Ottawa. At ¢ the
Hill” there is a beautiful shell of a church edifice built of brick ; but there is
wanted the living voice and soul of the minister of Christ to induce its comple-
tion. It may be hoped that an effective student will proceed thither soon.
Qur meeting in the evening was very good, presided over by one of the
gea((:lons. We were favoured with the help of two Methodist ministers and Mr.

oyd.

On Wednesday 13th, our Chairman of the former evening appeared with
his team of noble horses and good stout sleigh, to “ put us through” te Indian
Lands 19th Concession. The Tuesday’s ride was gratuitous and so was
Wednesday’s. Our friend considered himself repaid by godly converse on
certain phases of religious experience ; and he added to his gift of about two
days work of himself and team to the Society, an excellent, simple, character-
istic speech in the evening, at the plain, substantial, but somewhat sombre
church edifice at the 19th Concession. Qur worthy highland brethren take
much more paios to have the head theologically right, and the heart in
thoughtful communion with God and truth, than to have their sanctuaries
neat or elegant. Yet surely the latter point is not without its practical value.
With the exception of the speaker already mentioned, the deputation had no
assistance at this meeting, which was well attended and interesting. Mr.
Campbell, who was pastor, has devoted himself to the work of colportage for
the Montreal Bible Society, and therefore thisflock is without an under-shep-
herd. The visit of the deputation seemed to encourage them.

On Thursday 14th, another brother appeared with his conveyance, who did
notleave us until he had placed ussafely underthe deacon’sroofat Roxborough.
The evening meeting was not large, but it was attentive and it may be hoped pro-
fitable. Here Mr. McKillican was upon hisown pastoral field, from which, how-
ever, he has been absent with consent of the chureh, for nearly a year, and has
becn employed as Agent of the Canada Sunday School Union.  The reason of
this absenece is the inexorable one of money. The people have not felt able
to raise an amount, which, with the Missionary grant would sustain his family.
The same difficulty occured in regard to Mr. Campbell and his field adjoining ;
while the grants to the two fields were more than the Missionary Society
could continue to make to that part of the general sphere of operations.
Accordingly in view of the whole matter, an assembly of the church had been
notified, to weet the pastor on the occasion of this visit. The following account
ofit may be of interest.

On Friday, at noon, fullowing our Missionary meating in Roxborough, the
church assembled in the same place for conference upon matters affecting its
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prosperity. After devotional exercises and the transaction of business, Mr.
McKillican addressed the church at somelength. They were reminded of the
fact that they had now for a long time derived aid from the Missionary Society;
he stuted frankly several grounds on which he, as their pastor, would prefer
n0 longer to receive missionary aid—and on account of which he considered
it the duty of the church, to seek, as soon as possible to be self sustained. In
order to effect this desired object, and be no longer a burden to the society,
theuniting of both sections of the field 19th,with Martintownand Roxborough,
was mentioned by Mr. MeKillican as an important object on the ground of
economy, and recommended it to the church’s prayerful consideration. And
while as pastor he cherished a tender and affectionate attachment to the
church, he cxpressed the hope that they might be directed so to act, that in
union their strength and usefulness may increase. He stated alsv that in the
event of such a union being found practicable, and the prospect of their need
as churches being supplied under the ministry of one adapted to the field—
and his resignation necessary to further progress in view of the wants of the
entire field—that he should then willingly and at once adopt the course by
which in an orderly manner he may obtain his dismission, and the church in
due form, give a call to another.

Dr. Wilkes was then called upon to address the church, which he did
faithfully, giving exhortation, counsel, encouragement.

After this meeting, movement was made towards Martintown, one of the
deacon’s tcams being the conveyance. Here is truly a neat brick edifice,
gracefully furnished. The meeting was not large, but it may have been pro-
fitable. From it kind friends took us on our way to Cornwall, showing to us
generous hospitality by the way, in the shape of supper, lodging, and break-
fast, and placing us at the Railway Station, early enough for the trains up and
down. There arrived, it is hoped that we felt grateful to our Father for the
loving Christian fellowship we had enjoyed, for protection and comfort by the
way, for opportunities on five successive evenings, in different and distant
places to speak for our blessed Master, for, on the whole, liberal contributions
to his cause, and for having brought us to our point of parting in cowfort.
The trains come thundering on, and we part and enter them,—one westward
to fulfil appointments for the Sunday School Union on the coming day,—the
other eastward to add ancther Sabbath’s ministry, to a nearly 25 years happy
labour among a beloved flock. And so endeth this simple story, with the ad-
dition that expenses were only $5.

NOTES OF A MISSIONARY TOUR.
WESTERN DISTRICT. No. 2.

Beginning again on Monday, January 21st, Messrs. Robinson, Pullar,
Barker and Wood, met at Guelph, where we had a very encouraging meeting,
very efficient local help, and the largest audience I ever remember to have
seen on such an occasion in that place. Here, as usual, the ladies had com-
pleted their work of collecting, in advance of the Missionary meeting ; result
5(5}'28 ]07}'1, adding to which, collections $19, we have a total of $47 07 from

uelph.

TFrom that point, Messrs. Barker and Pullar went to Eramosa,Garafraza,
and neighbourhood, while the remainder of the Deputation procceded to
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Stratford. Here, too, the meeting was large and spirited, indicating, let us
hope, no less improvement in the condition of the cause of which Brother
Robinson there has the oversight. Collections $20 69, and subscriptious
yet to come.

On Wednesday, we had a bitterly cold drive of 35 miles to Listowel, where
we had u rather small meeting, the attendance having been affected, doubt-
less, by the severity of the weather and other causes. We received, how-
ever, $11 53, and had the promise of about $30 more, so that it will be
rather in advance of last year.

‘We had also a small meeting, on Thursday evening, in Molesworth, and a
capital meeting, on Friday evening, at Turnberry,—both of them out-stations
in connection with Listowel, where, although the collections were trifling,
the subscriptions will probably reach about §20. This part of the country is
comparatively new, and geunerally very rough, but there are few fields of
labour more promising to a man who can ¢ endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ.” We are glad to learn that Brother McGregor is to be
assisted by one of the Students of the Congregational College, during the
summer vacation.

The meeting in Ilamilton, instead of leading off the series in this locality,
as it usually has done, was not held until February 11th. Messrs. Ebbs and
Wood composed the deputation, the former of whom preached by request of
the Pastor, after which the latter presented a brief statement of the opera-
tions of the Society, and its claims upon the support of the Canadian
Churches. The meeting was unusually small, owing chiefly to the almost
impassable condition of the streets, but the few who were present scemed
much interested and appear to have done their share. Collections §38 50 ;
somewhat less than last year.

Barton, depressed by the loss of their Pastor, who had just removed to
Stouffville, scems almost to threaten to be behind last year. The attendance
at the meeting was good, but the collection was small. Amounts since
received foot up to $25 74 ; perhaps more may come.

These meetings completed the tour in the Eastern Division of the District.
It was arranged, in order to save expense, that those to be held in the
Western Division should take place about the time of the Associational
Meeting in Sarnia, which was to begin on the 19th of February. Messrs.
Mc¢Callum and Baird were to have held meetings in Bothwell, Dresden,
Wallaceburg, and Wilkesport, but the fearful snowdrifts which blocked up
the roads just at that time, and sundry mishaps with the correspondence, on
account of which the coming of the Deputation was unknown, prevented
their doing so. The writer, however, met them at Mooretown, cn his way to
spend the Sabbath at Wilkesport ; aad there we held a pleasant little meet-
ing, the result of which we trust will be the resuscitation of the cause in that
village, a Student from the College having since been sent to labour in
Mooretown and Wilkesport during the summer.

After preaching thrice on Sabbath, and on Monday evening again at
Mooretown, the writer returned to Sarnia, where the lot fell upon him to
preach (in the absence of Brother Ebbs, who had been delayed by the cars)
before the Association, on Tuesday evening. On Weduoesday evening, the
Missionary meeting was held. The attendunce was large, and the collection
the largest of any in the whole series of meetings $21 21, to which the
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Su(l;bsth collection, $6 78, and sundry subscriptions yet to come, are to be
added.

At Warwick, the regular Missionary meeting was superceded by a bazaar
and tea meeting on behalf of the College, at which, however, the claims of
our Missionary Society were presented side by side with the claims of enr
School of the Prophets. The results of the bazaar, so far as the College is
concerned, are stated in the Canadian Independent for April (page 303).
The contributions to our Missionary funds, although not so large as those to
the College, wiil be in advance of last year. All honour to the ladies of
Warwick !

Leaving Warwick, the Association so distributed itself as to hold three
meetings on Friday evening, at Plympton and Bosanquet, where small but
interesting gatherings were held, and at Southwold, to which Bro. Robinson
and Bro. Watson, of London, went, where the meeting was, I am told, an
average one, but considerably beyond the average in the amount of the con-
tributions, $40 having been already received, with $12 50 more to eome.
The collections and subseriptions obtained at Plympton amounted to $17 66,
and at Bosanquet to $4 75.

Other meetings have been held, concerning which all the writer can do is
to indicate the amount of contributions received from them, neither having
been present himself, nor having heard from those who were present, any
particulars relating to them. The following completes the list :

Eramosa, collections, $15 40 ; Garafraxa, collections, $3 55; Ditto, on
account of 1860, $10 07; Eden Mills, subscriptions, $7 50; London, collec-
tiong, $16 ; Watford, collections, $4 84.

Brantford, April 24, 1861. W.

P.ews of the €hurches.

SABBATI REFORMATION SOCIETY.

The Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society, have issued an Address to the
people of Canada, nn the important subject of Sabbath observance. In this age
of indifference on the part of many, vigilance in guarding well the privileges of
the holy day, is highly commendable. 'The length of the address, and the crowded
state of our pages, prevent us from publishing it. We wish success to the friends
of the Sabbath in Kingston.

AN ARGUMENT FOR SUPPORTING WEAK CHUGRCHES.

There is a very feeble church in Maine, well known to the writer for some
thirty-five years, during all which time it could have preaching only as aided by
the Maine Missionary Society ; and, for most of that long period, 1t could have
this blessing only in connection with one or more feeble churches in the vicinity,
to which one missionary could minister in commmon. In the town in which the
church in question is located, there was born more than half a century since, and
lived till & young man, one who séldum attended public worship during his
minority. Reaching his majority, he went to South America, engaged in mer-
cantile business for a series of years, became wealthy, and returned with his
wealth to his native town, where he entered largely into various kinds of business.
From his youth upward to this time, though honorable and upright in morals
and conduct, he was infidel in religious sentiment. The whole system of revealed
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religion ho rejected. Still he was somewhat constant in attendance on the public
worship of the little feeble Congregational church of the town in which be lived.
So disiurbed was he at times by the preaching, which was food to the Christian
hearers, that he would rise in his seat and openly contradict the statements of the
preacher. Sometimes he would leave the house in the midst of the discourse,
evincing great disturbance of feeling, risingeven to anger. Bat he could not keep
away from the public worship of the little church. ~ Come he did, until over-
owered by the Spirit of God ; he rose and remarked to the audicnce, that he had
ong been a disbeliever in the religien of Christ, and had been able to refute all
arguments in support of it, to his satisfaction, but one. That he could not dispose
of ; that had conquered him, and brought him to a full belief that the religion of
Christ was from God ; that argument was, the persistent course of the little church
in denying themselves to support the Gospel, and bearing ils fruils in godly lives. 'I'his
argument was convincing and overpowering, and was blessed of God to his hope-
ful conversion. He soon joined the little church, became one of its maost active
members ; contributed largely to the support of the miunister ; gave him a farm,
and was ready to every good work. After a while he removed to Port'znd, Me.,,
united with one of the churches there, and has continued a pillar in it to this day,
usiog a large property to promote, at homo and abroad, the kingdom of the Re.
deemer. 'T'he gentleman is personally known to the writer, and has been familiarly
_known to him fir more than thirty years. Under Gud, he owes his conversion to
the shining light of the feeble missionary church of his native town. Are notsuch
churches deservii ¢ of continued suppurt, though they never become strong in
numbers or pecuniary means —( Correspondent in Congregational Journal.)

Ww. C.

IR eDictw.

RECEIVED from Messrs. Rollo & Adam, Toronto, the second volume of
Dr. Wardlaw on .e Book of Proverbs. We have not yet been able to read
and characterize this continuation of Wardlaw’s Posthumous Works. In the
mean time, the Agents of the enterprising Publishers have our sincere thanks
for their promptitude in forwarding this volume.

Rillg front the Fountxinsg of Ysvael.

——r—

BUNYAN’S PILGRIM’S PROGRESS,—No. 4.
MATT. vii. 7.—* Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”
THE WICKET GATE—BY THE REV. JOHN WOUD, BRANTFORD, C.W.

Christian has no sooner escaped from the Slough of Despond, than a new temp-
tation assailed him, Ile was walking solitarily along when he espied one
coming across the field to meet him, whose name was, Mr. Worldly Wiseman, of
the town of Carnal Policy,a very great town, and also hard-by from whence
Christian came. Accosting the Pilgrim in a very sympathizing manner, he soon
succeeded 3n gaining his confidence, and having ascertained from him the cause
of his distress of mind, he proposed to him what he regarded as a speedier and
better way of gettiug rid of 1t. Instead of going to the wicket-gute and the
cross, he would haye Christian go at once to the village of Morality, to the house
of a gentleman whom he calls Mr. Leuality, a very judicious man, and very skil-
ful in helping men off with their burdens, and in the treatment of such as are
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““somewhat crazed in their wits,” as ho evidently imagines Christian to be,
through excessive auxiety about religion. Mr. Worldly Wiseman is one of those
who think it both unwise and unnecessary lo get excited about such matters, and
seems somewhat apprehensive of the consequences should Christian’s distress of
mind continue. No amount of excitement or anxiety about worldly matters,—
trade, polities, or news,—would have aroused his fears for him, or led him to
entertnin doubts of his sanity, for a moment. But Christian is thoroughly
awakened to a sense of his danger, and intent on securing the salvation of his
soul, ard Mr. Worldly Wiseman, like Festus of old, thinks him mad. Ile urges
him, therefore, at all hazards, toget rid of his burden ;—to cease perplexing him-
gelf with the book he held in his hand,—the Bible. of which Worldly Wiseman
speaks with great contempt,—and, hai’ng obtained relief by upplication to Me.
Legality, to settle down in the quiet village in which he lived, and send for his
family to join himthere, All this is intended, of course, to illustrate the tempta-
tion, experienced more or less severely by every anxsivus sinner, to fly to anything
that seems to promise relief; and especially the temptation to seek it by the ob-
servance of a strict outward morality.

Unhappily the Pilgrim, more distressed and perplexed than ever, listens to this
evil counsel, and sets out for Mr, Legality’s house, e soon found, however, that
to get there,—or, in other words, to work out such & righteousness as would sat-
isfy his conscience, and give him peace,—was not so easy as Mr. Worldly Wise-
man represented it. e had no svoner set out than the mountain, along side of
which his path lay,—Mount Sinai, the symbol of God’s perfect and holy law,—
threatened to fall upon him, and sent forth flashes of fire as if it would devour
him; so that Christian, overcome with fear, was urabla to proceed any farther.
He despairs of saving himself, his endeavour * to establish his own righteousness”
has utterly failed. And now, when he is thoroughly humbled, and convinced
of his fully, Evangelist comes to his help; and after gently chiding bim, and
counselling him to be more careful in future, to follow his instructions, he points
him anew to the wicket-gate, and bids him God speed on his journey. “So he
went on with haste,” till he reached the gate, * neither spake he to any man by
the way, says Bunyan, nor if any asked him would he vouchsafe them an answer.”

Now over the gate were written the words, *Knock, and it shall be opened
unto you.” Christian knocked, therefure, and not being immediately admitted, he
did so *““ more than once, or twice,” determined to prevail by his importunity.
He had gone up to the gate soliloquizing, in a strain that indicated no very great
strength of faith,

%May I now enter here? Will he within

Open to sorry me, though I have been

An undeserving rebet 27
and it was this unbelief, doubtless, that occasioned the delay. Goodwill
within heard his soliloquy, for e whom Goodwill represents takes cognizance of
the thoughts of the heart, and of its most secret utterances of faith, or of unbelief.
At all events, such a state of mind was suflicient to justify the delay ; the Lord
whose promise he doubted, however slightly, might have righteously refused to
admit him until he had accepted it, and rested in it unhesitatingly.

Or perhaps the delay was deemed necessary to test Christian’s earnestness and
perseverance. f a Lrief withholding of the blessing would make him look back,
he was “ not fit for the kingdom of Gud,” and therefure, should not be admitted.
God often tries the faith ot his childrea in this manner ; and we see no reason
why he mag not also try the earnestness of the enquirer in the same way. Ie
has not bound himself to give as soon as we ask, nor to open to us the moment we
knock., Sometimes, indeed, he does so; yea, even * befure we call he answers,
and while we are yet speaking he bears.” But more frequently we have to wait
for him “as they that wateh for the morning;” and to wait long,—like as once
ke waited jfor us,—days, and months, and years! And sometimes the answer
is deferred uatil the waiting soul reccives & in heaven,—called away from earth
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before the plans of an all-wise and beneficent Providence will admit of its being
bestowed ! Let us never doubt, bowever, the ultimate fulfilment of every Divine
promise, for all the promises of God in Christ are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God.”

So Christinn found it with regard to the promise over the gate. After knock-
ing a length of time “ there came a grave person to the gate named Goodwill, who
asked who he was, and whence he came, and what he wounld have.” Christian
told him that he wasg a poor burdened sinner from the city of Destruction, going
to Mount Zion that he might be delivered from the wrath to come; that he had
been directed to that gate, as the entrance to the way thither: and asked him if
he was willing to admit him. * With all m 7 heart,” Goodwill replied, ““ and with
that he vpened the gate;”—to which Bunyun affixes the marginal note, * the gate
will be opened to broken-hearted sinners.” Truly ¢ the Lord is nigh unto them
that are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” Churistian
bad not expected such a reception. 1le had been hoping for a bare admittance,
although his sense of his own unworthiness was such as hardly to permit him to
hope for that, but to be thus welcomed, and admitted joyfully, as a father welcomes
homo a long-lost son, was something he could not have anticipated. But thus
does Gud * abundantly pardon!” Oh! that men knew with what inexpressible
tenderness and compassion the Saviour, whom Goodwill represents, regards those
who turn to him in peanitence and faith! If there is *joy among the angels, in
the presence of Gud, over one sinuer that repeateth,” how much greater the joy
to him -vho sees in every ransomed soul the purchase of his own blood! *For
this joy that was set before him,—the joy of plucking men from endless ruin,—he
endured the cross, despising the shame.” Thushe suffered for you, dear friends;
oh! let him not have suffered in vain!

There is another thing worthy of note regarding Christian’s admission at the

te; viz., that .hen he was stepping in, Goodwill laid hold of him, and puiled
him in. Then said Christian, what means that? To which Goodwill replied, that
“ a little distance from this gate, there is erected a strong castle, of which Beel-
zebub is the captain, from whence both he and they that are with him, shoot
arrows at those that come up to this gate, if haply thev may 33a before they enter
in.” These arrows, of course, are the various temptations with which Satan plies
the soul in sach circumstauces. The point at which Christian had now arrived
was the crisis of his spiritual being. Standing at that gate knocking, he was,
like the seribe who came to Christ as an enquirer, {Mark xii. 28) *“not far from
the kingdom of God.” But he wasnot yetin it. 1lis hand was on the latch, but
ke had not yet entered through the door,—Christ. (John x.9.) Ile might yet be
lost, or be saved, and the enemy usually summons all his forces, and brings all
his skill to bear upon the enquirer at that poini. There he builds his castle, and
establishes a garrison, to shoot down the soul that is escaping from him as a bird
out of the snare of the fowler. If he can induce it there to doubt the mercy of
God, and turn away from the gate in despair ;—or if he can quiet its fears, so
that it shall no longer feel the need of a refuge from the wrath of God,—or if he
can lead it to the indulgence of some sinful course, and thus grieve the Iloly Spirit
of God, he may yet accomplish its ruin. But witlkin the gate,—or in other words,
a believer in Christ, # is safe; * the prey is taken from the mighty, and the cap-
tive is delivered.” Satan may annoy, but he cannot destroy the soul that has fled
to dJesus.  Of all such he says, I give unto them cternal life, and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” Ilence, at a point
8o critical, the enemy redoubles his infernal diligence to compass if possible, the
ruin of the soul; and Goodwill, ever watchful over the steps of the pilgrim, puts
forth the hand of special grace, and pulls him in. * Then said Christian, I rejoice
and tremble.” He did not yeb expericence the joy unspeakable that flows from a
vivid apprehension of Chrigt. *‘ Ile saw men, as trees, walking.” e hada
little faith, though it was but a little. Thatlittle, however, was accepted by Him
who never breaks the bruised reed, nor quenches the smoking flax.
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Some surprise has been expressed that Bunyan should not have planted the
cross alongside of the wickei-gate, instead of representing the pilgrim as walking a
considerable distance farther before he caught sightof it. The weight of the ob-
jection, however, depends entirely upon the construction we put upon the book.

f he intended to represent Christian as nnpardoned until he arrived in full view
of the cross, the sight of which at once eased him of his burden, we cannot help
thinking that the wicket-gate is misplaced. Christ is the door, and the way unto
the Father, and *po man cometh unto the Father but by him.” We think, how-
ever, that such was not Bunyan’s intention. Theallegory isto be interpreted, to
a great estent, in the light of the author’s own religious experience, and viewing it
from that stand point, we take him to mean that Christian was pardoned and
accepled when admitted by Goodwill af the gafe: but that he did not arrive at an
assurance of faith until a considerable time after, when he obtained a full view of
the cross, and was certified by one of the three Shining (res who met him there,
that his sins were forgiven. Only thea did he lose his burden of guilt and uncer-
tainty as to his spiritual state befure Gud. ’

The experience of Christians differs considerably upon this, as well as upon
other points. In some cases the transition from darkness to light,—from the
deepest distress to the highest joy,—is instantaneous; the wicket-gate and the
cross, are reached at the same moment. In other cases the ehange is as gradual
and imperceptible as the dawning of the morning. The soul has east itself upon
Jesus, but has to wait long before it can confidently say, * thine anger is turned
away, and thou comfortest me.” Bunyan’s experience was of this latter descrip-
tion ; he was, withont doubt, & Christian long before he ventured to regard him-
seif as one. lle had entered the wicket-gate, and had met with acceptance at
the hands of Goodwill, but he only *“rejoiced with trembling;” and it was many
months before he obtained such evidence of his acceptance as quicted his fears
and unloosed his burden. For this reason, probably, he placted the cross at
some distance from the entrance to the narrow way.

Perhaps, however, the allegory would have harmeonized better with Scripture,
had he represented Christian as seeing the cross dimly or in the disiance, as he
approached thic gate. At leasi, lot us settle it in our minds, that whatever Bun-
yan meant to teach, the Bible assuredly teaches us that Christ has made peace
for us ** through the bloud of his cross,” and that the hope for eternity that does
not centre in that sublime fact is like a foundation in the shifting sand!

Iaving admitted Christian, Gondwill ipquires concerning his past life; and
particularly as to what had induced him to become a pilgrim, and what had
happened to him on his journey thus far. Christian tells him all, dwelling with
much self-reproach upon having turned aside in search of Mr. Legality’s house.
e says as tittle ag possible about Pliable, and his disgraceful retreat; but with
the spirit of a truly humbled and penitent man, he thinks, not of the sins of
others, but of his own. The Pharisee stood and prayed,—* God 1 thank thee
that I am not as other men are, * ¥ * oreven as this Publican;’ and had
Christian had %is spirit, he would have confessed P/iable’s sin, and forgotten his
own., That kind of confession is very comunon, costing the soul that makes it,
but little pain and self humiliation before God. Christian however, possessed a
truly contrite spirit, and stands amazed at the favour shown him by Goodwill in
admitting him there. e can hardly realize his new position ; but being reas-
sured by Goodwill of his being heartily welcome, and receiving sume instraction
concerning his journey, he travels on to the Interpreter’s house, where we hope
to meet him again next month.

Force yourself to reflect on what you read paragraph by paragraph, and, in a
short time, you will derive your pleasure—an ample portion of it at least—irom
the activity of your own mind; all clse is picture sunshine.— Coleridge.
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The Feaguent Wasket.

Srrinc.—When, after a long, frigid, barren wiater, the Spring comes and loves
the earth # little while, how woundrous is the change that takes place! When the
month of May comes and sits upon the North as a bird upon her nest, there come
forth from under its feathers sounds of new life; theforest echoes with the voices
of joyous songsters ; t*s roots start; the grass grows; the air smells sweet; all
things are full of richness and beauty. Just so it is when Spring comes to the
soul; when the heart is touched with the fructifying power of love. IHow in-
stuntly, under such circumstances, does there grow up beauty, and fitness, and
satisfaction! When it is human heart that touches human heart, what a won-
drous spring it brings ! what flowers and promises of fruit! But oh, when it ig
the heart of God that hrings spring to our bearts; when it is the heart of God
that sets every root, and every bud, and every leaf in us a-growing, how wondrous
is the beauty that is evoked | how wondrous is the promise of fruit that is held
out! And when we have once loved Christ with all our heart, and soul, and
mind, and strength, and are able %o say, “To do thy will is my meat and my
drink,” we have achicved the victory; we have overcome all adversaries; we
have found the way that is cast up, on which the ransomed of the Lord are to
return and walk, with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. When we
serve God reluctantly, fitfully, by turns, partially, we are living a hard life, a
starved life, a wretched life ; but when we are so brought to Christ that we can say,
“Thy will be done,” we are living an easy, a fed, a happy life. ‘The heart that
every day can say ‘. ther;” that every day can say, “ I love thee;” thatevery
day can say, *“ Not my will but thine;” that every day can say, *‘ Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?” that, in short, can say, * My life is hid with Christ
in God’’—the heart that can say that, is able to pronounce the words of consum-
mation, the words of victory. 'There ig little more in life for him to do except to
go on as an examplar and laborer for God, waiting till the Divine ¢all summons
him to his gloriScation in heaven.—Il. W. Beecher.

Toe Assvrance oF Farrm.—It is not God’s design that men should obtain
assurance in any way, than by mortifying corruption, increasing in grace, and
obtaining the lively exercises of it. And although self-examination be a duiy of
great use and importance and by no means to be neglected; yet it is not the
principal means, by which the erints do get satisfaction of their good estate.
Assurance is not so much to be obtained by self-examination, as by action. The
Apostle Paul sought assuration chiefly this way, even by forgetting the things
that were behind, and reaching forth unto those things that were before, pressing
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus; if by
any means he might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. And it was by this
means chiefly that he ohtained assurance, ¢ I therefore so run, not as uncertainly,”
-1 Cor. ix. 26. e ubtained assurance of winning the prize more by running than
by considering.  The swiftness of his pace did more towards his assurance of &
conquest, than the strictness of his examination. Giving all diligence to grow in
grace, by adding to faith, viriue &c., is the direction the Apostle Peter gives us,
for making our calling and election sure, and having an entrance administered to
us abundantly into Christ’s everlasting kingdom. Without this, our eyes will be
dim, and we shall be as men in the dark; we cannot plainly see, either the for-
giveness of our sins past, or our heavenly inheritunce that is future, and far off,
2 Peter 1. 5, 11.—Jonathan Edwcards.

Tne Troe Wispow.—A man may know all about the rocks, and his heart re-
main a8 hard as they are ; a man may know all about the winds, and be the sport
of passions as fierce as they ; a man may know all about the stars, and his fate
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be the meteor’s, that, after a brief and briliiant eareer, is quenched in eternal
night; a man may know all about the sem, and his soul resemble its troubled
waters, which canpot rest; a mau may know how to rule the spirits of the ele-
ments, yet know not how to rule his own; 2 mar may know how to turn aside
the flashing thunderbolt, but not the wrath of God fron: his own guilty head ; he
mny koow all that La Place knew—all that Shakespeare knew—all that Watt
knew—all that the greatest geniuses have known ; he may know all mysteries and
all knowledge, but if he dues not know his Bible, what shall it avail?” I take my
stand by the bed of a dying philosopher as well as of a dying miser, and ask of
the world’s wisdom as of the world’s wealth, “ What shall it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?”

I despise not the lights of science; bus they burn in a dying chamber as dim
as its candles. They cannot penetrate the mists of death, nor light the foot of
the weary traveller on his way in that valley through which we have all to pass.
Commend me, therefore, to the lizht which illumines the last hour of life—com-
mend me to the light that can irradiate the face of death—commend me to the
light that, when all others are quenched, shall gnide my foot to the portals of that
blessed world where there is no need of the sun, and no need of the moon, and no
need of any created lights, for God and the Lamb are the light thereof. Brethren,
lenve others to climb the steeps of fame—brother, sister, put your feet upon the
ladder that scales the sky ; nor mind, though your brows are never crowned with
ﬁGxdi;lg bays, if you win, through faith in Jesus, the crown of eternal life.—Dr.

uthrie.

FPoctry.

HASTE NOT—REST NOT.

“Without haste! without rest!”

Bind the motto to thy breast !

Bear it with thee as a spell—

Storm or aunshine, guard it well ;

Heed not flowers that round thee bloom,
Bear it onward to the tomb!

Haste not! let no thoughtless deed
Mar fore’er the spirit’s apeed ;
Ponder well, and know the right,
Onward then with all thy might;
Haste not! years can ne’er atone
For one reckless action done!

Rest not ! life is sweeping by,

Go and dare before you dic;
Something mighty and sublime,
Leave behind to conquer time;
Glorious ’tis to live for aye,

When these forms have passed away.

¢« IIaste not ! rest not !”” calmly wait :

Meekly bear the storms of fate ;

Duty be thy polar guide;

Do the right whate’er betide!

Ilaste not! rest not! conflicts past,

God shall crown thy work at last! .
Gozriix
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FAITH EVERYTHING.

Among o large number of young people, who, at one time, were in the habit
of meeting me every week, for the purpuse of personal conversation on the subject
of religion ; there was a very quiet, contemplative young woman, whose candour
and simplicity of heart interested nie very much. She did not appear to me, to
be susceptible of much impulsive emotion, but te be very much a child of thought.
er convictions of sin which appeared to me to be deep and clear, were uniformly
expressed more in the language of reason than emotion; so that I sometimes
feared that she had only an ordinary and intellectual conviction, without much
real discovery of her character, as a sinner against God. In addition to all the
conversation I could have with her in the presence of others; I often visited her
at her own hume. And because of her apparent destitution of any deep emotions,
and my consequent fear, that her convictions were more speculative than real ; I
labored to unfold to her the character of God, His law, the nature of sin, the state
of her own heart; and aimed to impress truths of this kind upon her mind and
conscience. She assented to it all. I urged upon her, the necessity of immediate
repentance—her lost condition as a sinner, and the indispensable necessity of the
atoning blood and righteousness of Christ, to save her. She said she believed it
all. I cautioned her against resisting the Holy Spirit, by unbelief, by prayer
lessness, by delaying her repentance and fleeing to Christ; and in every mode
that my thoughts could devise I tried to lead her to the gospel salvation. But it
all seemed ineffectual : she remained apparently in the same state of mind several
weeks. She gained nothing, and lost nothing. Studious of her Bible, prayerful,
attentive to all the means of grace, she was still without peace, and still mani-
fested no additional anxiety, and no disposition to discontinue her attempts to
attain salvation. For a time, there had been with her manifestly an increasing
solemnity and depth of seriousness ; but this time had gone by ; and she remained
to all appearance fixed in the same unchanging state of mind. Such was her
condition when I visited her again, without much expectation of any good to
result {from anything I could say. After many inquiries, and trying all my skill
to ascertain if possible whether there was any vital religious truth which she did
not understand, or any sin which she was not willing to abandon ; I said to her
plainly: ¢ Mary, I can do you nogood! I have said to you everything appropriate
to your state that I can think of, I would aid you most willingly it I could, but I
can do you no good.”

“1 do not think you can,” said she, calmly; *“but I hope you will still come
ond see me.” “Yes I will, said I. But all ¥ can say to you is—I know thereis
salvation for you ; but you must repent, you must flee to Christ.”

We went from her house directly to the evening lecture. I commenced the ser-
vice by reading the hymn of Dr. Watts :—

There i3 a voice of sovereign grace
Sounds from the sacred word,

10! ye despairing slnpers comme
And truat vpon the Lord,

My soul obeys the Almighty call,
And runs to this relief,

I wonld belisve thy promise, Lord,
Oh! help my unbelief,

To the dear fountain of thy blood
Incarnate God } tly,

Hero let mo wash my spotted soul
From crimes of decpest dye.

Stretch out thine arm victorious King,
My reigning sins subdue.

Drive the old dragon from his seat,
With his apostate coew.
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A gnilt_v weak and helpless worm,
n thy kind arms 1 fail,
Be thou my strength and rigbteousness
My Jesus and my all.

This hymn was sung and the service conducted in the usual manner, I forgot
all about Mary, as an individual, and preached as approprintely as I was able to
the congregation before me.

The next day she came to tell me, that she “ had made a new discovery.”

¢ Well” said I, * what is it that you have discovered ?”

Why, sir, said she, the way of salvation all seems to me now perfectly plain.
My darkness is all gone: I see now what I never saw hefore. * Do you see that
you have given up sin and the world, and given your whole heart to Christ ?”
“I do not think that I am a Christiun; but I have never been so kappy before,
All is light to me now. I see my way clear; and I am not burdened and troubled
as I was.”

And how is this ? what has brought you to this state of mind? I do not know
how it is, or what has brought me to it. But when you were reading that hymn
last night, I saw the whole way of salvation for sinners perfectly plain, and
wondered that I had never seen it before. I saw that I had nothing to do, but
to trust in Christ:

A guilty weak, and Lelpless worm,
On thy kind arms 1 fall.

T sat all the evening, just looking at that hymn. I did not hear your prayer.
1 did not hear a word of your sermon. I do not know your test. I thought of
nothing but that hymn ; and I have been thinking of it ever since. It is so light
and makes me so contented. “ Why sir (said she, in the perfect simplicity of
her heart, never thinking that she was repeating what had been told hera
thousand times,) don’t you think that the reason why we do not get out of darkness
sooner, 7s, that we don’t believe?” *Just that, Mary—precisely that. Faith in
Jesus Christ to save is the way to heaven.” The idea had not yet occurred to Ler
mind, that she was a Christian: she had ouly discovered the way. I did not think
it wise for me to suggest the idea to her at all, but leave her to the direction of
the Holy Spirit and the truth of the hymn. If the Holy Spirit had given her a
new heart, I trusted he would lead her to hope, as soon as he wanted her to
hope. The hymn which had opened her eyes, was the best truth for her to med-
itate upon at present.

I conversed with her for some time. She had no more troubles, no darkness,
no difficulties. All was clear to her mind, and she rejoiced in the unespected
discovery she had made. *I now know what to do,” said she, ¢ I must trust
in Jesus Christ ; I believe God will enable me to do s0.” It was not till after the
lapse of some days that she began to hope that she had really become reconciled to
God. But she finally came to the conclusion, that her religion commenced when
she sat that evening pondering that hymn, and wondering that she had never
discovered before that sinners must lelicce. She afterwards became a communi-
cant in the church; and to the day of her death, so far as I have been able to as-
certain, she lived as a believer.—Spencer’s Skelches.

THE CHILD AND THE LIFE-BUOY.

The sun had set in storm ; and, as the night drew on the gale increased. At
midnight it was awful ; and during the hours ¢f darkness our bold ship, that had
braved many a blast, was driven helplessly before the gale. We knew not where
we were, nor whether we were drifting. No star shone above us ; no lighthouse
in any direction ; no hope of calm nor prospect of making a friendly port. At
last the dawn began to give its faint grey light to the sky and sea. We saw where
we were,—drifting ashore upon a rocky coast, and just upon the first ridge of
breakers. Quick as human hands could work two anchors were let go, to save us
from danger ; but it would not do. One anchor would not hold ; the cable of the
other snapped as if it bad been a thread of rotten silk. The breakers were now
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upon us, and one terrible wave swept over us, and carried us right upon a rock,
All hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

But a crowd began to gather on the beach, and a boat was seen trying to make
its way to us bravely. It steuggled hard with its six bold rawers; but it would
not do. One wild breaker caught it, as if it had been a bit of cork, and tossed it
on a ledge of rock to the lefs. We saw the men struggling ashore, which they
managed to reachin safety, We heard a cry from the shore, ¢ Man the life-boat;”
and immediately a dozen of the stoutest fellows set off for it.  But it was two
miles off; and the ship was going fast to pieces. Our safety was in sticking by
the ship till the life-boat came. We waited and gazed across the white waves to
see if it were coming ; but it did not come; and if it did not, what were we to do ?
Was there no other help ?

On the deck of the vessel, cold and dripping, but in o sheltered corner, I saw
a mother and her child. The child clung to the mother and the mother to the
child. In a little I saw the mother kneel.  The little une knelt beside her and
clapsed its little hands. It was about five years old. Then the mother rose, and
unfastening from herself a circular life-buoy which she had about her, she care-
fully tied it round the little one, or rather put the little one into it, and tied the
preserver firmly under its arms. Having done this, she looked out to see if the
* life boat were at hand. Bat it was not to be seen, and the ship was beginning to
20 to pieces, as wave after wave swept over her. There seemed no hope. Then,
as if making up her mind as to some fearful thing, she examined all the fusten-
jungs of the life-preserver, and, lifting up her child, she took advantage of o slight
lull and dropped it into the waves! The child gave a terrible shriek and struggled,
but the next wave seized it and bore it away from the vessel. As the gale was
blowing right upon the shore, the child was soon in the midst of the breakers.
Up and down it went, yet still onward. Now in the hollow of the wave, now op
its top : now on the crest of its breakers, now covered with its foam and spray ;
it still went onward, the mother all the while kneeling on deck ; and every eye
there, as well as those on shore, turned to the little head, which, amid all the ups
and downs never sunk. The shore was near, and in five minutes a shout arose
from the crowd. A tall wave lifted the little one on its crest and was about to
dash it on the rocks, when a sailor rushed forward and seized it in his arms.

The child was saved.

The mother saw it from the deck, though half blinded with the spray of break-
ers and the fury cf the gale.  She clapsed her hands and gave thanks. Many a
voice around her said, Amen.

As the child was landed the life-boat came in sight, and ere noon the greater
number of those on hoard the vessel were safe on shore, and among them was seen
the mother, clasping her child to her bosom in joy and praise.

Children ! Rememberthe Life-preserver ! Here it is ¢ Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners.” Put this on, and it will save you in sturm and swell. It
will carry you to the shore of the everlasting glory.

Mothers! Never furget the Life-preserver for your children. See that Christ
be in them and they in Christ. Blessed meeting! Mother and child upon the
shore of the kingdom, all storms and shipwrecks for ever past.

AN ADDRESS TO THE LAITY BY A LAYMAN.

It is a solemn duty, on entering upon a work for God, to ascribe glory, honour
and praise to him the Almighty, the Lord of Heaven aud earth, and tv exalt Jesus
Christ, whom * God hath exalted with his right band to be a Prince and a Saviour,”
Acts v, 31, Christ the Lord, who, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever liveth
and reigneth the oNE TRUE Gop, blessed for evermore,

“Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple.” John xiv. 33.

Let o GraTeruL LAITY SHOW AN ANXIOUS, AFFECTIONATE REGARD FOR THEIR
MiNistERS. .
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1st. In praying to God for a blessing upon them and their families, and upon
their ministry.

2nd. In honouring them before their people, and before the world.

3rd. In encouraging, protecting, and defending them.

4th. In aiding them in their ministerial walk, by taking part in visiting the
sick and afllicted, and in affordicg to them the means of relieving such in their
distress.

5th. In furnishing them with Bibles, Testaments, tracts and books, and other
necessary articles for the instruction of their people.

6th. In making them their almoners in special cases.

7th. In procuring for them the assistance of fellow-ministers, under occasional
circumstances of peculiar necessity.

8th. In erabling them to visit distant or out-lying places, by affording to them
the use of a horse, or carriage of some kind.

9th. In providing, erecting, adding to, furnishing, or repairing, houses of resi-
dence for them, under circumstances of necessity.

10th. In providing for them small portions of gmd, not farms, but garden-farms,
as auxiliary to household-economy.

11th. In aiding them in the cultivation of their garden-farms.

12th. In providing libraries, books of divinity, and of ministerial usefulness, to
be handed down as parochial or district heir-looms.

13th. In opening private libraries for their use.

14th. In aiding them under circumstances of legitimate distress.

15th. In aiding them under circumstances of sickness, whether of themselves
or families.

16th. In aiding them when infirm or past their labour.

17th. In aiding them in the education of their families.

18th. In advancing the interests of their families in life.

19th. In caring for and helping their widows or orphan-families.

20th:. Jn aiding them by presents from the field and the garden.

21st. In encouraging superior literary talent in their families, which may be
exercized to the increase of income.

22nd. In aiding them in their endeavours to diffuse the knowledge of the Gospel
of our Llessed Lord and Saviour at home and abroad—a noble work for thuse
redeemed by Ilis blood, Rev. v. 9.

23rd. In transacting all in Chiistian love, with the utmost delicacy, and in
strictest connidence, lest they or their ministry be reproached.

Here are some hints thrown out upon this most important topic; it is for the
uoble, generous soul (where is it?) to invent other modes of aiding ministers and
facilitating their ministry.

Let the Inity invite the counsel and aid of ministers in all that relates to the
highest interests of themselves and their families.

hame and a curse may fall upon those who neglect or impede the high ambas-
sadors of the Lord Jesus Christ, and their holy warfare, and magnificent ministry-
commission.

“Woe unto the wicked! it shall beill with him. Isaiah iii. 11.—British Ensign.

ALL IIAVE INFLUENCE.

Do not say you have no influence. All have some. A gentleman, Jecturing in
the neighbourhood of London, said :—* Everybody has influence, even that child,”
pointing to a little girl in her father’s arms. * That’s true!”” cried the man.
At the cluse he said to the lecturer, * I beg your pardon, sir, but I could not help
speaking. I wasa drunkard ; but, as I did not like to go to the public-house
alone, I used to carry this child. As I approached the public-house one night,
hearing a great noise inside, she said, * Don’t go father!’ ¢Ilold your tongue,
child’ " * Please father, dou’t go 1’ ¢ Ilold your tongue, Isay’ Presently 1iels
8 big tear {all on my cheek. I could not go a step farther, sir. I turned round
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and went home, and have neve: been in a public-house since, thank God for it.
1 am now a happy man, sir, an1 this little girl has done it all, and when you said
that even she had influence, I ¢,uld not help saying: ‘That’s true, sir,” Al bave
influence.”—Rev. N, Hall.

THE HAVOC OF WAR.

In any view, what a fell destroyer is war! Napoleon’s wars sacrificed full six
millions, and all the wars consequent on the French Revolution some nine or ten
millions, The Spaniards are said to have destroyed in furty-two yeurs more than
twelve millions of American Indians. Grecian wars sacrificed 15,000,000; Jew-
ish wars, 25,000,000 ; the wars of the twelve Caesars, 30,000,000 in all; the wars
of the Romans before Julius Caesar, 60,000,000 ; the wars of the Ruman Empire,
of the Saracens and the Turks, 60,000,000 each; those of the Tartars, 80,000,000;
those of Africa, 100,000,000! «If we tuke into consideration,” says Dr. Dick,
¢ the number not only of those who have fallen in battle, but of those who have
perished through the natural consequences of war, it will not perbaps be overrating
the destruction of human life if we affirm that one-tenth of the human race has
been destroyed by the ravages of war ; and, according to this estimate, more than
fourteen thousand millions of human beings have been slaughtered in war since
the beginning of the world.” Edmund Burke went still further, and reckoned the
sem total of its ravages, from the first, at no less than thirty-five thousand mil-
lions.—Advocute of Peace.

TO WHOM WE BELONG.

A colored woman of Barbadces, who had been a member of the Moravian
Church for more than half a century, gave to her pastor, a few years ago, a small
sum of money, to be returned to her whenever she should want it. When he re-
linquished his charge, he transferred the deposit to his successor Mr. Hartvig,
The latter perceiving that the poor woman was evidently in want of pecuniary
aid, informed her that he had money in his possession which belonged to her. At
first she could not believe him ; the remembrance of the deposits had apparently
faded from her mind. She finally consented to receive enough for her immediate
necessities; but Mr. Hartvig wishing to know what should be done with the re-
mainder, in the event of her death, her answer was, *“ Ok me belong to the
Church, and me money too !”  There is a volume of instruction in this simple re-
ply. Mow few Christians seem to feel that they have given their property, as
well as themselves, to the Lord Jesus Christ}

DO THE RIGHT THING.

Whenever you are in doubt which of two things to do, let your decizion be for
that which is right. Do not waver, do not parley, but square up to the mark, and
do the right thing. Boy! when you divide that apple with your little sister, be
careful not to keep the largest half for yourself.—Young man! don’t sneak out
of the basement door because you wish to escape your father’s eyes.—Maiden !
let not the most trifiing deceit pass current in those little acts which make the
sum of your life.. No matter who you are, what your lot or where you live, you
cannot afford to do that which is wrong. The only way to obtain happiness and
pleasure yourself, is to do the right thing. You may not always hit the mark ; but
you should, nevertheless, always a1M AT 17, and with every trial your skill will
incrense.—Whether you are to be praised or blamed for it by others ; whether it
will seemingly make you richer or poorer, or whether no other person than your-
self knows of your action, still, always, and in all cases, do the right thing.—Your
first lesson in this will grow easier, until finally doing the right thing will become
& habit, and to do a wrong will seem an absolute impossibility.



