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constitution.
Ir' *•

*. f

f *
_ Vr^-+*■ s** 4s

Aréole ,1. This Association shall be called, the^ Haldi- ' 
mand Regular Baptist Association.” <

Art. II. This Association shall be composed of such 
Churches as embrace in substance the following doctrines.

The being and unity of Ged-^’e existence of Three Equal 
"Persons in the Godhead-°Bi?inSinspiratfdn df the Old and 
New Testaments, as the completeand infallible rule of faith 
^nd practicei The personality and work of the Holy Spirit 
jn the conversion and sanctification of the sinner—the depra- 

, f. vity and just condemnation of all mankind, by the fall of
our first parents. Election by grace, according to the fore­
knowledge of God 7-the proper Divinity df our Lord Jesus 
Christ—the all-sufficiency of the atonement—perseverance 
Of the Saints—the immersion of believers, in the name bf the 
Trinity, the only Christian Baptism—the LbnRf Supper, a 
privilege of baptized believers regularly admitted into fellow­
ship in our Churches—the,resurrection of the body and gen­
eral judgment—the final happiness of the saints, and misery 
of the wicked alike interminable -the obligation of every 
intelligent creature tolovf God supremely—to believe what 
God says, and to practice what 6od commands—and the 

„ religious observance of the first day of the week.

Art. III. The object of thisassocition shal be to promote 
by correspondence, and personal intercourse—unity of faith 
and practice, fellowship, cordiality Of feeling, ahd union of 
effort in promoting the interests of the Churches, and the 
ftirtheratreë of the cause of Christ throughout the world.

Art. tV. This Association shall recognize the power and
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indepetideuce of the Churches, and ii/no case exercise any 
authority or jurisdiction over them. Nevertheless, Ü shall ' 

„ have % right to drop from its connection any Church which,
in the Wpinion, of the Association, may have essentially de­
parted from the faith; either in principle or practice.

Art- V. The Meetings of the Association shall be hoklen 
annually, at such place as the body may direct, to be held on 
the 4thtfriday in June, at 10 o’clock, a.m., By the represen­
tatives, which are dot to exceed three from each Church of 
30 MenSbers, and an additional delegate for every 40 addi­
tional hiembers. '<Li

4 .ArttVI. The Churches composing this Association
required to send letters to all its meetings, addressed to tho 
Association, expressing the names of their messengers and 
the'state of the Churches, *ith their alterations and present 
nlimbers. '

*A.rt. VII. Chitrçhes shàSil be received into this Association 
, by letter, setting forth their desire to be .admitted ; their 

faith, order, and* willingness to conform to the rules of this 
Association ; and on satisfaction and reception, the modetator 
shall give the messenger the right hand of fellowship.

Art. VUL-Ay Church connected-with, this Association 
that shall neglect to make an Annual Report for two succès- 
sive years, shall be visited by a Committee of .this Associa­
tion, to inquire into the causey and if the same neglect be 
repeated the third year, they may be dropped from the 
minutes.

Art. IX. This Constitution shall be read by the Moder- 
atorofthe Session immediately after the choice of the Clerk.

Art. X. No alteration shall be made in the Constitution 
of this Association, without one year’s notice of the said 
attention, and by a vote of two thirds of the members.
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paper
1. Immediately after the delivery of the Introductory 

* i Sermon, it shall be the duty of the Minister that preached,
14.
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54\lise any 
Ü shall ' 
which, 

illy de-

• lo cal1 ‘he Association to order for lift election ofa Moderator; , ,
after which the Moderator shall preside, and a Clerk shat1 
be chosen. > '

2. After the choice of. the Moderator and Clerk, <a Pru­
dential Comroittee of Ijive shall be chosen to aratïge the busi-. 
ness of the Association.

for

i holden 
held on 
ipresen- 
iirch of 
0 addi-

i
3. The letters from the Churches shall be read ; then the 

other business as it may be presented.
L Vising Brethêrn from Churches of the siymë faith and 

order may next be invited to a seat, and debate on all sub, ' 
jectsj, but vote on none.

X -, *v
5, Every speaker shall tjise and address the Moderator

lion are 
I to tho 
;ers and 
present

, ; and
every person belonging to the body shall (lave the liberty of 

f moving or seconding any motion, or of speaking on any sub-
I Ject regularly laid before the body, without anv interruption, 

except he depart from the subject, or some explanation Jué 
necessary td a right understanding of it/'

6. The Moderator shall have the 
any other member, provided the chair be filled.

No subject shall be discussed until 
seconded it shall be considered as lost.

i

ociation 
1 ; their 
s of this 
odetator

1
A4 ,*

right to speak assame

rp.
^couded : if notociation 

succès- 
issocia- 
;lect be 
om the

y8' No one shall speak inorê than twice du one subject 
without special leave from the Moderator. ' ■

>
. All personal reflections shall be particularly avoided in!

Moder. 
e Clerk, 
ititution 
he said

10. Meetings shall ever be opened and closed with frfayer.

11. The questions of order shall be decided by the Moder-

12. These By-laws shall be>ead distinctly from th 
immediately after the election of the officers of each i 
and the reading of the Constitution.

13. A Corresponding Secretary shall be elected once in 
four years whose duly it shall be to receive am! preserve its 
papers,and conduct the written correspondence of this body.
Mimitc^0 m0'i0n ma<1e aiKl ,ost shall be recorded in the

ator. r4ers. ¥e chair 
session,

uluetory
reached, K
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MINUTES.
I

«►

The 39th Anniversary of the IIalpimand RegularBaptist 
the 26ih, 27th and 28th of Jùne,4 i

Association, was held on 
1857, with the Church in Haldimand.A

1. Rev. A. W. 
from 1st Cor. iii,
ernfor, and H. Lloyd, Clerk. .

2. The Constitution and By LaWs were then read. #
<3. Elders Lacey and Wait, with Deacons Chard, Hay and

^ Doolittle, of Whitby, were appointed a Prudential Committee, 
t 4. Letters from the Churches were Tend. (See Digest of

' Letters.
5. Adjourned to meet g,! 2j o’clock P. M. Prayer bv Rev. 

D. McPhail.

tpyfe prqftched the Introductory Sermon, 
Î: after whicfPBro. Fyfe was chosen Mod-

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Rev. G. P. Prize.
1. Visiting brethren invited to a seat with us.
Rev. D. McPhail and Rev. J. Dempey were delegates from 

Ottawa Association ; Rev. Mr. Hamilton, Johnstown ; Rev. 
S. S. Day and Dea. W. Winter, from Grand River North, 
and Niagara ; Rev. S. S. Day from Grand-River South.

2. Reading letters from Churches was resumed.
3. Letteis from the Church in Claremont and the Church 

in Cobourg, requesting admission into the Association, were 
read. Their requests were referred to a Committee. Elders 
Gearey, Waite and Hurlbutt, with Deacons Clarke aud J- B. 
Miller, were said committee,

4. It was resolved that Rev. Wm. Lacey's expenses as our 
delegate to Ottawa Association, be paid. A collection 
amounting to $4.02 was taken up. On motion the Churches 
were recommended to send money in ll>e following propor-

. tion, for defraying the expenses of our delegates i—Each

I
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<Church, of 5» Members and under, $1/)0 ; over 50 and not 

over
Messengers.'

« 5. The Committee on the applications from Claremont and
Cobonrg,reported in favor of their reception. Report, received 
and adopted, and the right hand of fellowship was |Tven 
their representatives by the Moderator.

6, Committee on Resolutions—Revs. R. A. FyferH. Lloyd 
and W . Lacey were appointed said committee.

7, Committee on Circular Letter—Revs. Gearey, Wright 
and Lacey were appointed,

8, Delegates la other Associations—Elder ft. I/loyd was ap­
pointed delegate to the Western and Grand River South As­
sociation»;

-V 100, $^00 ; over 100,.$^00; to be forwarded by their
)

ÎABTIST

;f Jhne.

iermon, 
n Mod- ft

y f
Rev. R. A. Fyfe to the Niagara Association.

1,1 S. S. Day to the Johnstdwn . ,*
Elders Fyfe and Lloyd, with Dea.

W. Winter, Ottawa
9. Resolved; That we request the Western Association to

appoint their Annual Meeting one week earlier, in order that 
there-«tight-Be-ho collision in the time'of meeting of the 
Association». »

10. Printing the Minutes.—Movt^ that minutes Be en­
trusted to thé Clerk fbt publication and diStriBution. - Also 
that af «orfêct copy of the Constitution and fiy-Lavfs and 
Standing Resetotions* be inserted. Alsd that a digest of th 
letters be appehdééi

11. Next Annual Meeting.—Moved'that thé 40th Anni- 
vemarf of 'tiiiti-Aasoeiation-, Be held With the Baptist Church 
id PoifcBopb, That-Rev. W. Lacey firéàch introductory 
seHneeyRéViDiWaitAhti-altématé. ThatÈëv.K.A.Fyfe
write the Circular Letter, H. Lloyd his alternate:"

\lay and 
irnitt.ee. 
tigest of ct

bv Rev. t

’.Prize.

les from 
l ; Rev. 

North, e

iith.

Church 
m, were 

Elders 
nd J- S. AtijoâWred'tbrtïéet fbr business, ,on .Saturday, at 8.4 o’clock 

ArMi Pfciÿër tfy RéV', D'. Waite.
Ah hour of fraternal conference and prayer was spent in 

the Chapel in the evetting, at whteh our souls, were- greatly 
refréshed.

*TIw ‘Ending resolutions did not come to hand in time to-béiiiSert*!.-

, <-

>s as our 
Election 
fmrehes 

propor- 
1-—-Each Si

•m
 ,



J8 (
Saturday, 27th Mme, 1857. . by

« morning session.
Moderator'in the chair.. Prayer by Eld.

*
3fflet at 9 A. M.

PlT;
W. Bhcey.

1. Circular Letter. ...
in, it. Report ^Accepted! The letter was
lobe inserted in.the minutes.

o The Report of Committee on resolutions 
The resolutions were discussed seriatim.

(No, I.) REGARDING A
n,ha£ the superintendent of Printing the Minutes 

Resolved't , , lke 0l,t at the conclusion, a summary, 
‘"^Tel.wrense or decrease of the Churches during the

showing though ^ number „f laborilfg Ministers
licentiates 'in the Association, and the number of .

Committee reported in favor of receiv- 
read and ordered

1
sue

received.was * j
tha
edSUMMARY.
pro
lie,
Prc
nia

past year 
and :-
Churches without Pastors.

(No. u.)
Resolved, That in view of the extent 

the field embraced by tins Association, 
oiirselves before God, to 
Convention^, in its work of

H. Lloyd preached from Luke xiv. .d,
Rev. S.'.S.Day p

1
missionary CONVENTION.r age:THE

and destitution of 
solemnly pledge

ing
i usewe

lavaid the Canada Baptist Missionary 
ssisting-feeble Churches, and m/ • 4■

rat
dec

Eld.
. After which the 

,a] ^resented the claims of Foreign Missions.— 
was taken up amounting to $22.88.

1!
! \ the

pri;
A collection

../'winter presented the claims of Widows aùd Orphans of 
deceased'Ministers of our denomination ou thé Churches for

"» 3,dW.dn=,d.yof July,tomato-

pl„, fo, th. Fyte .nd Lloyd,
D.D.rBS".-a=™.d.w.c^,„.. ..a ,
P. Randall.

wii
pro
Inclx_-

I

Mi:/
tioi

in
fee
Mi
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9
On motion ^îè Association adjourned for one hotir. Prayer 

by Deacon Chas. Burrow.
)1857.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
by Eld. Met pursuant to adjournment). MottiAto'r in 

Prayer by Elder H. Lloyd. \
1.^ The report of Committee on Resolutions was then re­

sumed.
(No. in.) " the caSAWaïi tiTÎfcâÀRŸ «rèTrrtJTE.>,

tfiè Cltàir.
t

receiv-
ordered

eceived. - Résohied, That we hâve heârd with unfeigned pleasure, 
that “ The Canadian Literary Institute,” recently commenc­
ed at Woodstock; under the direction of our denomination, is 
progressing favorably ; that it promises td be an important 
lie, binding Baptists more closely togetnlr throughout the 
Province. We therefore pledge tb this enterprise oilI- jp'éçti- 
niary and moral support. «

*

Minutes 
ummary, 
Liiing the 
Ministers 
imber of (No, IV.) INTOXICATING LIQUORS. *" > '

We would again renew out-solemn and united ple$ge^, 
against the use of, and traffic in intoxicating liquors, deem-' 
ing it the duty of all Christians, to discountenantie both the 
use and the sale of spirits, and of the Legislature to enqct 
laws which shall sustain the moral convictions of abstainers

V

itution of 
ily pledge 
lissionary 
es, and iu rather than the appetites and avarice of diinkers and spirit 

dealers. V*
hip. Eld. 
which the 
lissions.—

(No. v.) slavery. ;

We as an Association again record dur abhorrence _ of 
the whole system of humait slavery, and claim, both ill otif 
principles and practice on this question, perfect sympathy 
with those noble Baptists who were mumlv instrumental in 
procuring the libe^tldn tif thé SlâVèa in the tiritish West 
Indies.

ii

;ee, Deacon 
Orphans of 
hutches for (No. VI.) FOREIGN MISSIONS,

We as an Association regard the work of foreign 
Missions as highly important, demanding our warm do-opera­
tion and support.

We regard with especial interest tlieltitioré of Missionaries 
in Burmah, Hindostan, and the East Indies generally, and 
feel ourselves called to the work of assisting the Foreign 
Missionary Union in sustaining Missionaries in the East.

i

if this body
associations. 
f, to mature

and Lloyd, 
ierman and

/

i



10
(No. Vli.) " THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.”

We again recommend “ the Christiaif Messenger” to on, 
brethren of the several Churches. It is our denominational 

sustained. We advise everypaper, and should be amply 
family to subscribe for it.

HARVEST.(No. VIH.) XABOüRERS FOR THE

Resoked^m this Association recommend the several 
Churches to set apart and devote the first Lord’s day in August 

to earnest prayer to God for that great and essential gift, 
devoted talent, an<£ that all the ministers preaeh on appropriate / 
subjects for that special object.

it wàf Resolved that our hearty thanks are ten-Qn motion .... 
dered to the brethren and friends of Haldimand for their
generou  ̂hospitality.

On motion the Association adjourned to meet with the 
Port Hope Church on the 4th Friday of June, 1858, at 10, a.m.

|

' R. A. FYFE,

Modéra or.

* H. LLOYD
Clerk,V

Immediately after the business of the Association was 
closed, Rev. Jas. Dempsey, of Sf. Andrews, Canada East, 

i preached.

t

:

The following is the order of the religious services on the 

Lord’s Day
fH

A Prayer meeting was held at 9. A. M. Public worship 
Rev. D. McPhail, of Osgood,commenced at 10£ A. M. 

preached from Matt. 13., 3,9, after which the claims of the
presented, and a collectionMissionary Convention 

' ta-ken up, amounting >o $30,50c. S. S. Day preached in 
the afternoon from 2 Cor. 5, 19. In the evening Rev. D. 
J/JcPhail preached from Zach. 13, 7.

were

1

::I



STATISTICS.

»
*

0 %

iw
)

” to our , 
iinational 
ise every

e several 
in August 
niai gift, 
ppropiiate /

i

ks are ten- 
for their

with the 
at 10,a.m.

FE,

lodera or.

YD,
Cleric.

station was 
inada East, 1

vices on the

/
ilic worship 
, of Osgood, 
[aims of the 
a collection 
preached in 

ing Rev. D.

♦

■'

>

e-1
i



*
i

12
&

I =9 s s s s
__

fpadJoJ(l
~~jiapn|3xai 
Mlja'I itg -siq

-t <N
<N

"4*jmoisaH,,______
,)3U3IiatiXgf ,i l2

iülfli?—m|.____ §
'.•pazijdeg 3

—W

Ms= 5
I 111
« o . •-»
; t"5”

* dl I

d« «y l-g
*1

• S1 a ■Ï dH
h « I"O

cd
I ° s

-3a
a

5 = 
2 “

-: ■ Qt3flCO 3 1 3IB .
5 5 58 he • —;8 uSÜ-# Q3 9 2dm . 15 si

5 $ «is -;l

S* fc.B5•ti H> ga -i A>
I1 À

is. 511
cdcû

PhS 86} I IS e_
a6i

é

.
H H S

isi
0 §
-I-I sH
41 o a 
>s » s
Si g 
£5 5 3

B rf« 5
w

2a 2
2I ! 3 «nHcti Q-45 5$ C 5 M s 

« U i 5
s

£1 sn
=5

«.§ ^—- > 5 5<% >ï $>•
M35

«i=is 25
£

1 35
6d: d : d

O p; .0 p»^
j.s5«s e”
*|sip5
SiS^aJ*

J*S* 'Essi»
« Si'll

i i*
& O

iS
d Z6v : o3 S

El
r* • rOi I *io

*!z
p

fc I
"o ?5 ? E 5o <ï*3 to tH -c5-2

5|
dÔ

35 o6° o o 365*H h : C5
ti~ B 3Z

O r =
I SI S';=9

3 ti
SÏ

iri ;55«
,8 B”i

B & 551 *
s p s' s

a fa <5 joM
a2

r
11

e M
at

th
ia

s R
os

s,
Be

lle
vi

lle
 P.

 O
.'

SI
D

N
EY

.
55

 ;
Br

n.

15
5

W
m

 S. 
Ro

bi
ns

on
,

D
ea

co
n

W
. Ra

tc
lif

fe

J.B
. M

ill
er

,

M
ER

,
Cl

ar
ke

. *■*»
R.

 C
, T

ho
m

as
 .

11
0

▲
N

D

•SIX
V

IX
N

3D
1T; 

CIH
V

M
in

is
te

rs
M

es
se

n
g

er
s.

V
,*

•H



%

X

I
e :-g

ü
*3
£5

J8
E-5S
S a|

-t

<a

il il êê .

HP
| oo

t»

584 I5
g

I! 'S'
-5
$
5

•§
u : : S:
a) * k.'C

•S
O . 0) W
" -mW;.

^1P|
ff* If

09 ««.«,

g*
sf

■a S
30
a °

H-1 CT

«fcss [S I

>

.

(J

.

1

:

fi

d

-

11
3

En
tir

e g
ai

n-
--

•kl

oi
 C

hu
rc

he
s w

ith
ou

tjF
aç

To
ta

l.
To

ta
l.

\r
D

ro
pp

ed
...

Ex
cl

ud
ed

G
EN

ER
A

L
SU

M
M

A
R

Y

ra
w

d
o

n
.

Ph
ilo

,W
hi

te
, S

te
rli

ng
 P

. £
>.

...
PO

RT
=H

O
PE

.
M

or
ic

e H
 af

 . ...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

~ Pe
te

r
bo

r
o

u
g

h
.

lÇ
jn

- G
ra

hà
m

, ...
...

...
...

...
".;

.
T -CQ

BQ
U

RG
. ~

Ed
w

ar
d-

^W
ill

ia
m

s,.
...

...
...

...
CL

A
RE

M
O

N
T.

J. 
W

ix
sd

n,
 3

r.,
 ..>

. ...
Bu

rr
ow

 ar
id

 W
 m

. M
cK

ag
ue

.__
__

__
_^

Br
os

. J. 
W

ix
on

, J
r.,

 an
d A

. A
ve

ry
. }

R
èy

. Æ
te

ô
. P.

 Fb
iz

e.
25

l

2

\ “E
ld

. 14
. L

lo
y

d
.

El
de

r H
. Ll

o
y

d
, D

ea
co

n M
. H

ay
. 

Br
os

. P
ei

er
 R

an
da

ll a
nd

 R
. W

eb
st

er
. 

D
ea

co
n R

ob
er

t G
ra

ha
m

.

El
d.

 JH
. L

lo
y

Ü
» De

a-
on

s Ch
ar

le
s;

27
1

•0101*1 -g -ihg.

65
26

6
l

1

l-D
ea

co
ns

 -W.
 Cho

rd
 and

 L. 
M

ac
k,

|

il IZ

21
 51 

11
 6]

*

---
---

---
---

h
a

lu
jm

a
n

d
Pl

at
t H

in
tn

an
, I 

W
ic

kl
ow

 P. 
O

- 
SI

D
N

EY
.

R
, W

ar
d,

 Sr
ni

th
vi

 Il
e P

. O
...

...
...

—
 THURLO

W
.

M
at

th
ia

s R
os

s, B
el

le
vi

lle
 P

. O
.

Br
ad

le
y,

Pe
a.

J.
M

er
re

ll,
&

 J
. H

ol
m

an
. 

Br
hr

 Jo
hn

Tu
rn

er
, a

nd
 S.

 Fa
ul

kn
er

.

W
».

 Ge
a

bk
v

. and
 Br

n.
 

M
at

th
ia

s R
os

s a
nd

 W
m

. P
ec

k.

it- U

R
ev

. W
m

. Ue
a

k
y

.
26

 'J
1.

2

55

R
ev

’s,
 w

.j.a
c

i.1
14

P



\

\
stat
the

i mei

■y
thfc
ami
pea
our
Chi

DIGEST OF LETTERS. our
A v

♦
1

I• 1st CHURCH, TORONTO, (Coloured.) 
feel deeply grateful to our Heavenly Father for the 

blessings of His saving Grace. His Spirit has visited us, and 
many precious souls have been addetl to our number. Trials 
and perplexities we have had, still we believe brotherly lova 
and unity abounds. The Gospel has been regularly preached

The interest of the

A.
We add

\

V
Of I

■ remand thç Lord’s Supper administered.
Sabbath School continues. Brethren pray for us. labii

BOND STREET TORONTO.

Although not wholly exempt from trials, we have much 
to be thankful for. We trust our trials have been overruled 
for good. Death has not entered our ranks. God is grant­
ing us peace and harmony- We have been enabled to con­
tribute more largely than for several years. Our Sabbath 
School is prosperous. Many have been converted : a latge 
part from the Sabbath School. The younger members have 

mind to work for mutual improvement—religious visiting, 

and Tract distribution.
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1st MARKHAM CHURCH.
We entered upon the past year with lonely and dispirited 

hearts. The labors of Rev. A. Anderson who became 
our pastor shortly afte- the year commenced, have been 
blessed. Six times we have visited the baptismal wa­
ters 5 our prayers are still to the head of the Church for 
His Spirit’s Influence. Pray for us,

X
and
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' . 2nd J^ARKHAM CHURCH.

We lament to say that we are in a decreasing, diviâed 
state. Eld. James Hammett still labors amongst us.,May 
the Lord bless his labors. The Branch in King numbers 11 
members.

*

i

EAST GWILLIMBURY.

We are few and feeble. We have more than once passed 
through the stormy waters, like a ship nearly foundered 
amid the tumultuous waves. The sea is, now calm, we have 
peace in our borders. Eld. D. Wright labors amongst us, * ' 
our congregation is increasing, and if sortie contiguous -sister 
Church were to co-operate with us, we could together support 
our pastor. Newmarket, or 2nd Markh^di, are the nearest.
A wide field surrounds us. Brethren pray fonts.

PICKERING. *

Death has not invaded our ranks during the year. Rev.
A. Anderson preaches the word to us, and we have seen some 
added to the Church. May grace rest upon the Churches,

WHITBY,

We have sustained a heavy blow in the removal by death, 
of our venerable brother, Deacon Jabez Hall j also in the 
removal of our Pastor, Rev. J. Gerrie, to another field of 
labor.

: for the 
1 us, and 
, Trials 
:rly love 
preached 
st of the

I

i

WHITBY, 6th CONCESSION. .

We would like to speak of our large additions of members 
but this is not the case ; from.a healthy active Church,death ’ 
and removal have greatly reduced us. Rev. J. Holman 
preaches statedly in our midst,

reach. , ' .

The Congregations at our eight preaching stations are pretty 
good. Wejiavea Sabbath School in the Meeting -House. 
Death has removed one of our number, and two have united 
with us.

ive much 
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HALDIMaND.

We welcome you to our Meeting House and to our,homes, 
and will strive to make you comfortable and happy while 
you stay with us. There is a want of spirituality amongst 
us. We do not feel as we ought for sinners. The Gospel 
has been statedly preached, but vve have not prayed for its

l dispirited 
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lave been 
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and knowing the benefits of Uniou„we request to be received 
into the Association. *had to 

fS. ten 

e of tiür
COBOURG.

A twelve month ago, and we were scattered and unknown 
to one another, but through the mercy of God, w| have been 
brought together, first as a branch of Port Hope Church, and 
a few mopths afterwards were recognized as a Regular Bap­
tist Church. -We are few, and have not a settled-castor. 
Brother Lloyd, the Pastor of Port Hope Church) comes down 
regularly on the Sabbath afternoons and preaches to us. W,e 
are making efforts to obtain a house of worship. Pray for 
us in this important town. . 4
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CIRCULAR BETTER.
,r to report, 
ne ago with- 
fthe Chdtoh, 
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To the Churches composing the Haldimand Baptist Asso­
ciation.

Dear Brethren:—Through the kind Providence of God 
your, messengers are permitted to greet one anotner on the 
occasion of our thirty-ninth Anniversary, and as heretofore 
we send you ottr AnnuaUEpistle.

From some knowledge of the extent and wants of the field 
embraced within the Association we would seek to stimulate 
our hearts and yours to more vigorous efforts for building the 
wall over against our own homes, for organizing Churches, 
and sustaining laborer?, and thus disseminating the principles 
of truth among the thousands at our own doors who are, yet 
in darkness, and causing our brethren of other denominations 
to see and knpyv what is the order of Christ’s bouse in, its 
primitive simplicity.

The Haldimand Association embraces a wide extent of 
territory, containing a population of about 400,000 inhabit­
ants—two fifths of the entire population of Upper Canada*— 
But of this nirihber, according to otn last Statistics,- we have 
not 1000 members connected with our Association—not one
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in four hundred is a member with ns. Of course, if we reckon 
the number whp worship with’us, but tire not in actual mem­
bership, the numbers would be increased-

Au average tit the memnersrnp ui un v,nu.v..v0 
a Church of sixty members in every 25,000 of the popula­
tion, but they are not nigh so well scattered as that ; over 
one-third of the whole membership being in Toronto City, 
and over one-fourth of the remainder in the Township of 
Haldimand, leavifig thirteen small Chinches with ân agre- 
gate membership of four hundred among a population of 
350,000. ‘ :/

This-portion of the^Prpvince has itsshàre of 'growing towns» 
which must necessarily exert a grettf'iriilttéhce Ott the’coun- 

, try around, bbt we wpuld direct your serious attention to the 
fact that we are losing almost the whole of them. Oshawa, 
Bowmanville, Newcastle, JVldlbtooY.XÏndsay, Colborne,Belle­
ville, and a great many smaller villages 
nucleus of a Chureh. Is it from supineness,Tear, or positive 
weakness, that wtf go not up to'possess the goodly land Î 

We would also call your notice to the lack of pastors. 
Elders Snyder and Gerrie have seen it their duty to go 

little band behind. The brethren

are without even a

another field, leaving a 
Peterhoro’, Whitby, Sidney, H|iiutingdon, and other places 
look for an imder-shepherd, ahdlthere are none to go to them.

Such facts as these arc not pleasant to dwell upon,, but it
is necessary that we should regard1 them; and make resolu­
tions such as become us under the circumstances. What 
shall we do f Shall we become discouraged because' of the 
difficulties and desert the ship 1 - No,! iTkn lèe must not do. 
Shall we retrench! little as we are doing now, shall we Seek 
to do less 1 The case is very far from being desperate. The 
cloud does seem dark when looked up to from the valley, bat 
ascend,the,mountain, and-.faith will show' you that Christ 
our Sun gives brightness to the upper side. The grçund 
for our encouragement is, that we have truth on-otir side. 
We believe that Baptist order acd Baptist doctrine are-more 
scriptural than any other, • bWe have embraced,them because 
we love our Saviour. If this foundation were removed then 
would we be weak indeed,,, it if, not removed, Christs
/ " - MjffrritgæA diJ fiiiw ■ 00l!
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example and commission arc on our side. The practice of 
thé A postlés riiid JRVafeeli^ts is on otirv sideband so far as we
can say, this in'trWfh Church

... . £i!i»m»ki,iijuoiià uonlq lariim hid
Willi US. i' i

With so great’a field aréi/ncf us^ witfi so very few to engage 
in the work, We #mlflVn8paJragSLoijrl^earts and yohw( to 
diligence by the clieMnf aèkirafnfee'thât Ctinst is not against. 
tis,!Mrfor‘its! ft'infjf'reffliihl’fo consider what is best to 
be dotie^'ibr vve tafe'it'fe^'granVeci’ 8iaij %very true hearted

#6brlSiatr am0h’*st Witis1ili,es'‘to''a‘c) sôlneflvmgl
1 ,*ri metisbnuM ton ismtn to. -, .. ■ : ,

I. Let us pray heartily aryl earnestly, not only m general
for the S^rhad' 6? WtMillfrohptitlŸffie'febTi'd, but in par­
ticular that heiriÿ/at:l6êr"|,jiWti> i'dtidiÿ-2|tire where We have 
scarcely gained Wfa$tijtg,'tlh'e’' ciiiiSe ‘i^ÿ idyahhe. .If it he 
wrong to pray for'the S^ad tif Bn|ftïscjiiitfeï(>ie's, " then it is 
Wtohg iti cherish lhtepfilrItiinWmèÿ;liie:iM* Testament 
principles, let us,; ijntiitiaiïlÿ' prhy that othWé niay see what 
Christ commands tiïétiirtd 96, and ‘bé'dis)ÿ*ed to yield a rdady . 
obedience tjg'ISlï ”hié ^ùitéhtientfe:"'iïSFfeontiôt hope that. 
God will spread thè ttlith’by ffliraculdrÜ agency : he envoys 
men as his in^rtirfeèïtl,!âtiff foérefot;eiêt !u's !praÿ for laborers 
—J‘laborers for thrls! wWBèld Wliërë wO'titiVd ouly one minis­
ter to éVery 39,060- tiPthé1 flSitalatidtf-^Vhèrê’thcnsahdsJia ve 
never seeii ott'è' Se‘ri{ittithï,BS^tfshiil-^îiïly'i'ri secret for this ; 
pray in yOtir fàrttiliéti y îWàÿ'iïi pMyer'hreè’tifigâ^ pray for la­
borers as yôti petëélWlîie Hfe4tSVrtttoh•’vâthiife jbWneying, or 
think Of it àt'-yhitf'htotèSt11 0tii,llSivilfhr enjoids this duty 
upon its, and' do'tib't1 bat'HeMs-'kttti'eensdiehCOs accord in tel. 
lihg us that we toiW6év'6$el,tVàl^iFSfli a denomination 
before we Can'ftb{ièf‘lW'a"*l!fl'^;gtlàléaéiirë'Of pjresperityl^ 

iA.ltôvir nis af&e{i<fytafeiy tèlüfi^fstJtlib"(ir()jjlfÇ^ty of having 
special seasons of prayer for this oHjtittpWliefi, with united 

\ heart we may mtiurrtkivefctttodesdUitkms of Zion, and with 
the Psalmist evfclaifn, ,uOh t-hgt thclalvattem of Israel were 
come outof îZiottI’i;»:i.P6*t}â-i'7t'tr!'ï odt ixhi 
. II. Let u$.lobk*muwl, tw. toi .tin*,.labours. We 

exflect that in answerStO ^dE pities th? Lord will. send 
laborers down from heaven for tis. lie will raise them up, 
and we are to seek them out. Let us expect to find then)
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/among tlis. young Converts, and do not discourage a hopeful 

young Christian from the work, because you have known him 
from infancy, but rather place encouragements in his wayt 
believing that the Lord will answer your prayers, even in 
your midst. Let us act as though we believed our petitions 
would be answered. Many petitions are formally offered at 
the throne of grace when answers* are not even ^esired ; 
many more are sincerely and earnestly desired which are not 
expected and waited for, Let us pray and seek answers to 

petitions iff onr midst and round about us.
III. Since the Convention is'a home society organized with 

express reference to the wants of the field, we would recom­
mend to the Churches that they should each become auxiliary 
to t^e Convention, Wy organizing with Treasurer, Secretary 
and Collectors, that stated meetings sjiould be held, at which 
information would be received, and thus the interest in the 
Missionary effort kept alive. We must not stop with prayer 
fdir laborers —we must seek them ; we must not stop with 
obtaining laborers—we must support them ; in order to sup­
port them, ,systematic efforts must he resorted to ; by a spas­
modic effort a Missionary may be sustained for a few months, 
and if the fit does not come on again, he may starve the rest 
of the year. Such system as wo require for supporting our 
brethren in Missionary labor, can only be effectually carried 
out by general union among the Churches. The Churches 
of our Association are neither numerous, wealthy, nor large

** ».

our

!:

enough to form an independent society, and wherefore should 
they ? when we have a Some Missionary Society Î Corpe,
brethren, let us all rally round the Convention ; let us pray 
for it ; let us give into its treasury ; let us expect assistance 
from it in sustaining men.

“ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. Peace be to the brethren, and love 
with faith from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.. Amen.” Eph. 6: 10,28 24.
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