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MODERN SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION AND THEIR
FOUNDERS.

Joux FaEDERIC OBI-:M.IN.—Box;v 1740, Dirp 1826, /Etas 86.
No. I.

We have prepared & series of biographical sketches of the prinei-
Pal promoters, or founders of modern systems of popular cducation,
which wqihope will prove interesting and valuable., Our series,
arranged chronologically, will include sketches of the life and
labours of Oberlin, Pestalozzi, DeFellenberg, Lancastar, Bell, Jacatot,
and other distinguished educators. » ‘

John Frederic Oberlin was the Pastor of Walbach, an obscure

. Village in the north-eastern part of Franee, situated in the Ban de
Rache, or Steintahl, which siguifies the Valley of Stonos, From

his childhood to the day of his death, hé was remarkable for his
disinterestedness, Ho lived only to do good. He refused more
cligible situations, for the sake of leading an humble and laborious
life in the Ban de la Roche, simply béecause the people were very
poor and very ignorant, and he could nowhere else be so useful,

The Ban de la Roche has been singularly fortunate in having had
the work of general education carried forward with zeal and discre-
tion by the religious ipstructors of its population, from the year
1750 to the death of Oberlin in 1827, The predecessor of Oberlin
wap M. Stouber, g man of a less ardent temperament, but who, like
himself, had the remarkable merit of perceiving the necessity of
instrueting the great body of the people, undeterred by those vain
fears, and uninfluenced by those obstinate prejudices, which, in
nations calling thgmselves enlightoned, have o long opposed the
progress of knowledge, upon the principle that popular ignorance
and state sccurity are inseparable. M. Stouber began his pastoral
office by reforming the village schools. The principal establishment
for the elementary instruction of the distriet was a miserable cottage,
where a number of children were crowded together, wild and noisy,
and without occupation. :

He set about procuring new schoolmasters ; but the trade was
considered so disreputable, that none of the more respectable inhab-
itants of tho canton would undertake the office. Stouber, like a
wise man, changed the title of the voeation ; and though he could
not obtain schoolmasters, he had no diffieulty in finding supaerinten-
dents for his schools under the dignified name of ‘“Massicurs les
Régents.” These worthy men were soon in full activity. Stouber
printed spelling-books and reading-lessons for the use of . his pupils,
and built a log-hut for a scheol-house. The progress made by the
children induced their parents to wish to read, and a system of adult
instruction, during part of the Sunday, and in the long winter even-
wngs, was ostablished throughout the canton. Stouber persevered
in his admirable labours for fourteen years, when, his wife dying,
his sitvation lost a prinripal charm, and he accepted the station of
pastor to St. Thomas's Church, at Strasbourg. He found a aneces-
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sor in Oberlin (a native of Strasbourg, and brother of the celebrated
Professor), who had been educated for the ministry, and who was
ardently looking for some cure in which his pious zeal might be fitly
exercised. He entered upon bis charge in 1767, in the twenty-
seventh year of his age.

Oberlin’s situation was a singular one, and to some minds it would
have been sufficiently discouraging. He was of an enthusastic
nature, devoted to his profession, ardent in the attainment of know-
ledge, and anxiously desirous to communicate it to others. The
people amongst whom he was thrown were still lamentably ignorant.
They suffered Stouber to teach their children to read, because their
schoolmaster was an ancient officer amongst them ; but Oberlin's
notions of education were much too comprehensive for their under-
standings. He found them speaking a rude palois, which as
effectually separated them from communication with the rest of
mankind as their utter want of roads. The people at first did not
comprehend his plans or appreciate his motives. Ignorance is
always suspicious. They resolved not to submit to innovation,
The peasants agreed on one occasion to waylay and beat him, and
on another to duck him in & cistern. He boldly confronted them,
end subdued their hearts by his courageous mildness. But he did
more : he gave up exhorting the people to pursue theirreal interests;
he practically showed them the vast benefits which competent
knowledge and well-directed industry would procure for them:
These mountaineers in many respects were barbarians ; and he
resolved to civilize them. The Ban de la Roche had no roads.
The fow passes in the mountains were constantly broken up by the
torreuts, or obstructed by the.loosened earth which fell from the
overhanging rocks. The river Bruche, which flows through the
canton, had no bridge but one of stepping-stones. Within a few
miles of this isolated district was Strasbourg, abounding in wealth
and knowledge and all the refinements of civilization. He deter-
mined to open a regular communication between the Ban de la Roche
and that city; to find there a market for the produce of his own
district, and to bring thence in exchange new comforts and new
means of improvement. He assembled the people, explained his
objects, and proposed that they shouid blast the rocks to make a
wall, a mile and a half in length, to support a road by the side of the
river, over which a bridge must also be made. The peasants one
and all declared the thing was impossible ; and every one excused
himself from engaging in such an unreasonable scheme. Oberlin
exharted them, reasvned with them, appealed to them as husbands
‘ ahd fathers—but in vain. He at last threw a pickaxe upon his
shoulder, and went to work himself, assisted by a trusty servant.
He had soon the support of fellow-labourers. He regarded not the
“thorns by which his hands were torn, nor the loose stones which
fell from the rocks and bruised them. His heart was in the work,
and no difficulty could stop him. He devoted his own little property
to'the undertaking ; he raised subscriptions amongst his old friends ;
tools were bought for all who were willing to use them. On the
Sunday the good pastor laboured in his calling ae a teacher of sacred
ttuths ; but on the Monday he rose with the sun to his work of
- practical benevolence, and, marching at the head of two hundred of
his flock, went with renewed vigour to his comuest over the natural
" obatacles'to the civilization of the district. In thres years the road

was finished, the bridge was built, and the communication with
Btrasbourg was established. The ordinary results of intcrcourse
between a poor and wealthy, a rudo and an intelligent community,
were soon felt. The people of the Ban de la Roche obtained tools,
and Oberlin taught their young men the necessity of learning other
trades besides that of oultivating the earth. He apprenticed the
boys to oarpenters, masons, glaziers, blacksmiths, and oartwrights,
st Strasbourg. In a few years, these arts which were wholly
unknown to the district, began to flourish. ‘! he tools were kept in
good order, wheel-carriages became common, the wretched cabins
were converted into snug cottages ; the people felt the value of
thesoe great changes, and they began to regard their pastor with
unbounded reverence.

He had many prejudices to encounter in carrying forward the
education of this rude population. He desired to teach them better
modes of oultivating their sterile soil ; but they would not listen to
him. ¢ What,” said they, “ could he know of orops, who had been
bred :in 'a town.” It was useless to reason with them; so he

- instrueted them by example. -
The instruetion which Oberlin afforded to the adults of his canton

was only just as much as was necessary to remove the most pressing
evils of their outward condition, and to impress them with a deep
sense of religious obligation. But his education of the young had
a wider range. When he entered on his ministry, the hut which
his predecessor had built was the only school-house of the five villa-
ges composing the eanton. It had been constructed of unseasoned
logs, and was soon in & ruinous condition. The people, however,
would not hear of a new building ;—the log-house had answered
very well, and was good enough for their time. Oberlin was not to
be so deterred from the pursuit of his benevolent wishes. He
applied to his fiiends at Strasbourg, and took upon himself a heavy
pecuniary responsibility. A new building was soon completed at
Walbach, and in a few years the inhabitants in 'the other four par-
ishes came voluntarily forward, to build a school-house in each of
the villages. Oberlin engaged zealously in the preparation of
masters for these establishments, which were to receive all the
children of the district when of a proper age. But he also carried
the principle of education farther than it had ever before gone in
any country, He was the founder of infant schools. He saw that
almost from the cradle children were capable of instruction ; that
ovil habits had began much earlier than the world had been accus-
tomed to believe ; and that the facility with which mature education
might be conducted, greatly depended upon the impressions which
the reason and the imagination of infants might receive. He
appointed conductrices in each commune, paid at his own expense ;
and established rooms, where children from two to six years old
might be instructed and amused :—and he thus gave the model of
those beautiful institutions which have first shown us how the hap-
piness of a child may be assooiated with its improvement, and how
knowledge, and the discipline which leads to knowledge, are not,
neocessarily
*¢ Harsh and crabbed as dull fools suppose.”

The children, in these little establishments, were not kept *from
morn till noon, from noon till dewy eve” over the horn-book and
primer. They learnt to knit, and sew, and spin ; and when they
were weary they had pictures to look at, and maps, engraved on
wood, for their special use, of their own canton, of Alsace, of France,
and of Europe. They sang songs and hymns; and they were
never suffered to speak a word of patois. This last regulation
shows the practical wisdom of their instructor.

When the children of the Ban de la Roche—the children of
peasants, be it remembered, who, a few years before the blessing of
such & pastor as Oberlin was betowed upon them, were not only
steeped

« Up to the very lips in poverty,”

But were groping in that darkness of the understanding which too
often accompanies extreme indigence—when these children were
removed to the higher schools, which possessed the most limited
funds when compared with almost the meanest of our common
schools in the country, they were taught reading, writing,
arithmetic, geography, astronomy, sacred and profane history,
agriculture, natural history, especially botany, natural philosophy,
music, and drawing. Oberlin reserved for himself, almost exclu-
sively, the religious instruction of this large family ;—and he
established a weekly meeting of all the scholars at Walbach. The
inhabitants of Strasbourg and of the neighbouring towns from whioh
the Ban de la Roche had been recently ecut off, came to look unon
the wonders which one man had effected. Subscriptions poured in
upon the disinterested pastor ;—endowments were added. Well
did he use this assistance. He founded a valuable library for the
use of the children; he printed & number of the best school-books
for their particular instruction ; he made a collection of philosophical
and mathematioal instruments ; he established prizes for masters
and scholars ; he published an almanac which he gave to his people.

The children of Oberlin’s schools were taught whatever could be
useful to them in their pastoral and agricultural life, and whatever
could enable them to extract habpiness out of their ordinary pursuits.
They were incited to compose short essays on the management of
the farm and the orchard ; they were led into the woods to searoh
for indigenous plants, to acquire their names, and to cultivate them
in their own little gardens; and they were instructed in the delight-
ful art of copying these flowers from nature.

The wonderful improvements he had made in the Steintahl, and
the religious and enlightened state of his little community, excited
universal interest and admiration, The goodness of Oberlin became
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fame ; and in the decline of lifa the oxce!lent old man was visited by
foreigners from various parts of the world, who came to pay their
tribute of respect to the venerable pastor of the Ban de la Roche.

He died in June, 1826, at the age of S6. At the moment of his
departure the tolling of a bell announced to his anxions people that
their « Father Oberlin,” as they affectionately called him, had
* gone hence to be with them o more.” Their sorrow was deep
and universal. Notwithstanding the incessant rain that poured
down for several days previous to his funeral, all the inhabitants,
young and old, from the remotest corners of the Ban de la Roche,
assembled to pay their last tribute of respect to their instructor,
benefactor, and friend. His Bible and clerical robes were laid upon
his coffin, and the Mayor affixed to the funeral-pall the decoration of
the Legion of Honour. T'welve girls standing around the hearse,
sang a hymn in chorus. The coffin was borne by the magistrates,
and the children of the different schools established by Oberlin
chanted, at intervals, sacred hymns prepared for the occasion. The
procession was more tl.an two miles in length. In front walked the
oldest inhabitant of the Steintahl, carrying & cross to be placed
upon his grave, on which was engraved in open letters, the simple
and affecting epitaph, Papa Oberlin.

el e

FAMILIAR SKETCH OF A COMMON SCHOOL IN
GERMANY.

The following familiar sketch of the every day routine of a
German elementary school, from Dicken’s Household Words, is
intended as a keen satire upon those persons who are satisfied with

the worst and cheapest description of schoul houses and school
masters for their children :—

Just step into the interior of one of these same German schools,
and see what manner of outlandish work is going on. There ! Did
You ever see the like of that! Call that a school! The boys are
comfortably scated, and the master stands !

Mean-spirited fellow, there he stands, as though it were he who
had the hardest work todo! The room is lofty, airv, and well
warmed ; the children sit, I do believe, in absolute enjoyment of
the lesson. No other sound interrupts the teacher and his class ;
the other classes are under the same roof in other rooms. Ruined
by luxury, there sit the children—with a grown man, and what's
worse, a trained and educated man, standing before them, pouring
out his energies. He isn’t hearing them their lessons out of a
book ; the lesson they have learned out of a book, he is explaining
with all the art of a lawyer, enlivening with anecdotes, sprinkling
8bout with apt questions. The children are all on the qui wive,
and asking questions in their turn—why don’t he knock ’em down
for their impertinence? See! now he asks a question of the
class—up go two dozen little hands ! The owners of those little
hands believe that they can answer it. There! he selects one to
answer, who looks pleased at the distinction. When the next
question comes, he'll tackle some one else.

Now comes a lesson in geography. He takes a piece of chalks
and turns to the blackboard. Dot..dot..dot. There is a range of
Mmountains. As soon as its shape is defined, the children eagerly
shout out its name. In five seconds the names of five rivers are
Indicated, and named as fast as they are drawn, by the young vaga-
bonds, who watch the artist's hand. Down go the rivers to the sea,
and—-dot..dot..dot..—a dozen and a half of towns are indicated,
every dot named in chorus. Then comes the coast line, boundaries
of countrles, provinces, and other towns. In ten minutes there is
on the board a clever impromptu map of Germany, and the children
have shouted out the meaning of every dot and stroke as it was
made. They think it better fun than puzzles. Very pretty.

.Now thers he is, beginning at the school-yard, talking of its
8ize ; then advancing to a notion of the street; then of the town,
then of the province, and leading his pupils to an idea of space, and
the extent of country indicated upon such a map. Truly abomi-
hable all thisis! Where’s the discipline, I should like to know ?
If & school is not made the preliminary Hall of Borrow, how are
fen to grow up, able to endure such a House of Trouble as this
World notorionsly is? How can the mind be strengthene:d more
efectually thaii by giving 1t at first the déily task 1o learu by rote,

an exercise of simple memory? The less the task is understood,
the more the memory is exercised in Jearning it ; and so the better
for the child. What will become of a man whose ears when he
was young were never boxed—whose hands were never bruised by
any ruler—who in his childhood regarded canes in no other light
than as objects of botanical curiosity ? What I say of a boy is,
that he ought to be thrashed. My notion of education—and I be-
lieve the British nation will bear me out in what I say—my notion
is that we ought to have a decidedly uncomfortable school room—
very hot—a good, dizzy, sleepy place, with lots of repetition of the
same thing, to insure monotony—and that the children should learn
by heart every day a certain quantity of print out of school books.

That they should show that they have learned it by repeating it
before their teacher, who must sit down and look big, upon a stool
or a chair, and have a cane or ruler on the desk before him, That
while saying their lessons, they should stand uncomfortably, and
endure, Spartan like, the wholesome discipline of fatigue, blows,
bodily fear, and great mental perplexity. That's the way to learn.
It's well known. Don’t we all remember what we learnt that way ?
The teacher who has only to hear whether certain words printed
before him are repeated accurately —to detect, perhaps, if he don't
mind that trouble, errors in a sum—to direct a writing class—the
teacher, who can read, write tolerably, add, subtract, multiply, and
divide with moderate correctness, and who has the knack of fillip-
ing upon the head, with a stern manner, for the sake of being what
is called a strict disciplinarian—that’s the jockey to manage chil-
dren.

But those Germans, who write three hundred volumes on the
science of teaching for every one we get in England on this sub-
ject, think quite otherwise. In all their states by practice, and in
some by special law, the knocking of heads, the pulling of ears,
and all such wholesome pleasures, are denied the schoolmaster.
Flogging is resorted to, most rarely. The following is a school
regulation of the Government of Austria. Austria, my English
friend !

 The teacher must carefully avoid hastily resorting to the rod ;
he must neither box a child’s ears, nor pullor pinch them ; or pull its
hair ; or hit it on the head, or any tender part ; or use any instru-
ment of punishment than a rod or stick ; and that only for great
faults. Even then, this kind of punishment may only be resorted
to after having obtained the consent of the Landrath, and of the
parents of the child, and in their presence.”

PO

THE ART OF ¥EACHING. -

Teaching is an art, and it must be learned as much as any other
art, To give instruction in the best manner, to conduct and govern
a school so as to make it answer its chief end, is a work of great
difficulty and importance. Tact in teaching is in fact the art of so
communicating knowledge, that the pupil shall'understand subjects
sought to be imparted ; &nd assocjating what is thus received with
other and previous attainments, he may be led at one and’the same
time “to cultivate his original faculties,” and store his mind with
useful knowledge. Says one, “he who would be an accomplished
physician, must study principles, as well as see cases,” In like
manner, he who would be a successful teacher, must look beyond
systems to the principles on which they rest. The man who
imagines himself a teacher, qualified for the responsible duties of an
instructor, merely because he has seen others teach in & particular
way, is just as much an empliric, as a pretender in medicine, who
occasionally walks through the wards of an hospital. The art of
communicating knowledge has its principles—principles which lie
deep in the philosophy of our nature.

Some of the best minds in our country and in Europe have for
several years been employed in elucidating these principles, and in
discovering the best methods of imparting instruction, The day
for quack pedagogues is passed. A teacher to be successfpl in his
high calling, must not only be thoroughly acquainted with-all
branches which he proposes to teach, teaching principle as..well as
facte, but lie must possess extensive general information, have a
good knowledge of human nature, possess good common sense and
prudence, ease of communication, the ability of inspiring in, his
pupils an enthnsiastic love of knowledge. the power Oﬁ.ﬂlinmi;ug
good goverument, self-control, an amisble disposition, attractive
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personal accomplishments, and a charucter eminent for purity and
excellence.

A thoronghly accomplished teacher ix as rarely 1o be met with,
as an individual of the highest merit in uny of the professions or
other responsible callings of life.  And no person can evcel as an
instructor, who does not make some =pecial preparation for his
werk, and acquaint bimeelf with the philosophy of teaching, and
the art of conducting and governing a school.

= —

School Avchitecture.,
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The engraving on the 49th page, taken from Barnard’s Architec-
tare, represents in perspective a section school house in the town of
Barrington, Rhode Island—the most attractive, convenient, and
complete structure of the kind in any agricultural district in the
State—and, it is believed, in New England. .

The house stands back from the highway in a lot, of an acre in
extent, and commands an extensive view up and down Narraganset
Bay, and of the rich cullivated fields for miles in every other direc-
tion,

The building is 40 feet long by 25 wide, and 12 feet high in the
clear, and is built after working plans drawn by Mr. Teft, of Pro-
vidence,

The school room is calculated to accommodate 64 pupils, with
seats and desks each for two pupils, similar to the following cut,
and arranged as in figure 2.

The end-piece, or supports, both of the desk and seat, are of cast-
iron, and the wood-work is attached by screws, They are made of
eight sizes, giving a seat from ten inches to seventeen, and a desk
at the edge next to the scholar from seventeen to twenty-six inches
from the floor.

Fig. 2.

Each pupil, when properly seated, can rest his feet on the floor
without the muecle of the thigl{%pressmg hard upon the front edge
of the seat, and with a support for the muscles of the back,

The yards and entrance for the boys and girls are entirely sepa-
rate, and each is appropriately fitted up with scraper, mats, broom,
water-pails, sink, hooks and shelves.

A—TFront entrance.

B—Girls’ entrance and lobby, fit-
ted up with mats, scrapers,
hooks, shelves.

C—Buys' entrance.

D—Teacher's platform.

S—Ventilating stove.

V—Flue for ventilation.

L L L—Cases for library.

E—Closets for apparatus, &ec.
The school is well supplied with blackboards, maps, globes, and

diagrams, and such other instrumentalities as are necessary and use-

tul in the studies usually taught in elementary schools.

There is abundance of unoccupied space around the sides of the
room and between the ranges of desks to allow of the free move-
ments of the teacher and of the pupils, in passing to and from their
seals.

There is also a district library of about 600 volumes, containing
a large number of books of reference, such as Dictionaries, Eneyclo.
pedia, and a variety of the best text buoks in the several studies of
the school, to enable the teacher to extend his knowledge, and illus-
trate his recitations by additional information. There are about one
hundred volumes selected with reference to the youngest class of
children, and about 400 volumes in the different departments of
useful knowledge, calculated for circulation among the older pupile,
in the families of the district generally. . ;

More than sixty section school houses have been erected in Rhode
Island on the same general plan as that presented in the cuts of the
Barrington and Gloucester school house, with some slight variations
required by the pature of the site, or the peculiar views of the
majority of the district, or of the building committee, in each case.
The following plana present some of these modifications. The
first is 34 ft. by 23, aund the second, 36 ft. by 27.

Fig. 4.
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S—Ventilating stove.
V— Flue for ventilation.

A—F'ront entrance.
B—Girls’ entrance.

C—Boys’ do. | F—Seat and desk, with iron
D—Teacher’s platform. ende, See figure 2.
E—Library. g—Cold air duct.

: Fig. 5.

a.v_-..‘s"-n.-.-.-n\x-l-‘ w l




April, 1851.

FOR UPPER CANADA. 53

Rrigccllancous.

A A A

THE TEHREE HOMES.

** Where isthy home 7*’ [ asked a chil?,
Who, in the morning air,

Was twining flowers most sweet and wild,
In garlanas for her hair,

** My lome,” the hanpy heart replied,
And smiled in childish glee,

*]s on the sunny mountain’e side,
Where soft winds wander free."”

Oh, blessings fall on artless youth,
And &l its rosy hours,

\Vhen every word is joy and truth,
And treasures live 10 flowers.

*¢ Where is thy home 7** [ asked of one,
Who bent with flushing face,

To hear a warrior’s tender tone,
fn the wild wood’s secret pluce.

She spoke not, but her varying cheer,
The tale might well impart :

The home of that young spirit meek
Was in a kindred heart,

Ah ! sou s that well might soar above,
“To earth will fondly cling,

And build their hopes on human love,
That light and fragile thing.

** Where is thy home, thou lonely man 7"
l asked a pi grim gray,

Who came with furrowed brow and wan,
Slow moving on his way.

He paused, and with a solemn mien

pturned his holy eyes:

**The land [ s»¢k thou ne’er hast seen—
My house is in the skies !’

Oh ! blest—thrice blest—the heart must be,
To whom such thoughts are given ;

That walks tromn worldly fetters free—
His only home in heaven !

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF NORMAL SCHOOLS.

The following condensed listorical eketch of Normal Schools
was prepared by the Editor of the Dedbam, Mass. Gazette, who
is Chairman of the jjoint committee of the Legislature on Educa-
tion :—

Normal schools, or scheols for the instruction and preparation of
teachers of youth, although new to us, bre not new inthe history of
the world. In several of the states of Europe, particularly in Prussia,
schools of this chararter were found in operation more than a
century ago. At a meeting of the friends of Education, held at
Halifax, in the county of Plymonth, in 1838, John Quincy Adams
used the following language : “ We see monarchs expending vast
eums in establishing normal achools throughout their realms, and
shall we be outdone by kings ™ In 1748 a private school was
estoblished for teachers, at Berlin, by the Rev. John Julius Hecker,
which in 1754 was raised to the rank of a royal school under the
patronage of the State, By the provisions of a royal ordinance of
the year 1819, normal schools are established in each of the ten
provinces of 1he kingdom of Prussia, as a part of the school system.
Baxony, Bavaris, Wirtemberg, Baden and other German States,
also, early adopted the plan, and at a later date, Holland and Eng-
land. There are st present 264 normal schools in Europe, of
which 97 are in France, 51 in Prussia, and 23 in England, &ec.

The attention of the people of Massachusetts was first directed to
the subject chiefly by the writings of the late James G. Carter, of
Lancaster, who published several Essays upon the subject as early
as the year 1824 and 25. In 1830, a teacher's seminary was
established in Andover, as a department of Philips Academy.
Owing toa want of funds for its sapport, it was abandoned in
1842, but not until the State had made provision for other schools

_of a similar character. The name of Samuel Farrar is honourably
connected with this project.

Rev. Charles Brooks, of Hingham, took an active part in the
“labours which resulted in the establishment of the Board of Educa-
“tion and the normal schools. He commenced his efforts as early

4s 1835, and was unwearied in his exertions, until his objects were
accomplished. The Board of Education was established in 1837,
and in its first annval report it called the attention of the Legisla-
ture to the subject of normal schools. During the session of 1838,
a donation of $10,000 was offered by Edmund Dwight, to be

appropriated for the qualification of teachers, on condition that the
State would provide an equal sum. The proposition was accepted,
and normal echools were established at Barre, Lexington and
Bridgewater : the two first in 1839, and the latter in 184Q.

The Lexington schools was transferred to West Newton in 1844,
a building for the accommodation "of the same having been given
by Hon. Josiah Quiney, Jr., of Boston. The school established at
Barre has been removed to Westtield. 'The sum of five thousand
dollars, obtained by private subscription, was offered in 1845, on
condition of a grant by the State of an equel sum, for the purpose
of erecting more commodious houses for the accommodation of the
schools at Westfield and Bridgewater. The proposition was
accepted, and the houses built.

The sum of $7,000 per annum is now allowed from the treasury
for the support of these schools.  Pupils of both sexes are taught
at Westfield and Bridgewater, but the school at West Newton is
designed for females only.

Massachusetts was the first Stute in the Union to adopt the plan
of normal echools. New York followed, and in 1844, a State
normal school was es.ablished at Albany, aud $10,000 annually
appropriated for its support. A spacious and handsome building
for its use, was erected in 1848, at an expense of $25,000."
Previous to the establishment of the normal school for the education
of teachers, New York had appropriated large sumns to heracademies
for the same purpose, but without success.

In Pennsylvania there is a normal school for female teachers,
established in 1848, in Philadelphia, and supported st the expense
of that city.

By an act approved June, 184Y, provision was made for the
establishment of a normal school in Connecticut, and for its support.
The public spirit of the inhabitants of New Britain, in order to
secure the location of the institution in that town, raised about
$18,000 for its benefit, on a guaranty of its continnance for a
period of only four yeare. The principal of the school is Hon.
Henry Barnard, for many years an active and devoted servant of the
cause of popular education, and recently commissioner of common
schools for the State of Rhode Island. The subject of normal
echools was early agitated in Connecticut by Thomas H. Gallandett,
formerly Principal of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum. His efforts, in
conjunction with those of Mr. Barnard, have at length been crowned
with success, and we trust that the institution at New Britain will
prove worthy of the long continued efforts that have been made for
its establishment.

The youthful State of Michigan hus entered the field in compe-
tition with her elder sisters. In 1849, an act was paesed to estab-
lish a state normal school, and public lands appropriated as a fund
for its support. In this school provision is made for instruction in
the mechanic arts and ngricultural chemistry. It is located at
Ypsilanti, whose citizens contributed an eligible lot of land, and a
subscription of $13,500 towards a suitable building, besides paying

the salary of the instructor of the model school.

We have epumerated above, all the normal schools now:'in
operation in the United States, '

In the British provinces on this continent—at Toronte, in Upper
Canada, and at St. John's. in New Brunswick, normal schoole.
have been established on a scale of great liberality. That &
Torouto was established in 1846, and last year the Provincial
Legislature appropriated $60,000 for procuring a site and erecting
buildings. A beautiful site, containing seven acres and-a-halif, has
been procured in the heart of the city, which will afford facikities
for a botanical garden, and experiments in: agriculture, Great
progress has been made in the cause of education in Upper
Canada within the past six years, for which the people of that
province are much indebted to the laboure of the Rev. Dr. Berrron
Rygrson.

EpvucaTion is a companion which no misfortune can depress—
no clime destroy—no enemy slienate—no despotism epslave. At
home, a friend—abrcad, an introduetion—in solitude, » solace—in
society, an ornament. It chastens vice—it guides virtue—it gives
at once a grace aud government to genius, Without it, what is
man ! A splendid slave! a reasoning savage ! vacilting between
the dignity of an intelligence derived from God, and, the deg_ndi.«

“tion of passions purticipated with brotes,— Phillips. -
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From the St. Catharines’ Constitutional.

THE QUEENSTON AND LEWISTON SUSPENSION
BRIDGE.

The opening of this Bridge to the public took place on the 20th
of March, 1851, and was observed as a holidey at the towns on each
side of the frontier. Fifteen yearsagothe project of throwing a chain
bridge across the river at this spot was first agitated—a charter was
obtained—and a Bank established at Queenston for the purpose of
carrying out the scheme; but the bank and the bubble burst
together, It remained for a gentleman, then a stripling eleven
years of age, to achieve the second honour of uniting with bands of
jron, the two most powerful nations of the globe, of the same origin,
the same laws and the same language, by the construction of this
bridge. The Chief Engineer, Capt. E. W, Serrell, is an English-
man by birth, and the son of & gentlemnan who has acquired an
undying reputation, by the erection of the far-famed Croton Water
Works of New York. Capt. Serrell was educsted for his profes-
sion in the neighbouring republic, and hastened home from the
survey of the ship canal across the Isthmus of Panama, to compete,
auccessfully, for the honour of constructing in the New World, the
longest Suspension Bridge on the earth, To such of our readers
as have it in their power to vitit the beautiful Niagara River, and
the scenery connected with it ; so enriched by nature, and made so
interesting by geological research and historic and sanguinary
recollections, it may be urinécessary to enter into the minutie of the
construction of the bridge:but to those at a distance, who are
debarred from witnessing this new medium of communication
thrown across the deepest and most rapid river in the world—hang-
ing, like a cobweb of a thousand feet, between two romantic rocks,
as high as the menument of London—to such, the details of its
erection, and the difficulties and discouragements the engineer had
to overcome will prove interesting. The situation of the Bridge is
immediately under the spot where the battle of Queenston was
fought on the 12th October, 1812. On the culminating point of
these heights still rears its shattered head, the column erected to
the gallant General Brock, who fell on that occasion, beloved by his
friends and respected by hisenemies. Tmmediately north of the bridge,
on the Canada side, is a large fragment of limestone, known as
Father Hennipen’s rock, which tradition tells us was the landing
place of the first white navigator who attempted to ascend the
river. ‘The tower on the British side is 12 feet high, and built of
magnesian lime stone from Thorold. The tower on the American
side is of the sare dimensions at the base, but four feet higher, to
bring it to the level of that at Queenston, and is built of stone from
-Lockport. These elegant towers are erected on a rock of siliceous
limestone about 22 feet thick, and it is into these solid rocks
that the anchors are ingeniously and securely fixed, and from them
that the whole weight of the bridge is suspended. There are of
course two towers on each side of the river—the horizonlal distance
between which is 1040 feet, but the cables, from the dip required,
are much longer. The bridge is supported by 10 cables—-being 5
from each tower—each cable of 250 strands of No. 10 iron-wire.
These 250 wires are serv:d with anunealed wire of about the same
thickness—or to avoid technical terms, they are bound together by
the wire twisted around them. The very ingenious instrument
by which the wire was served round the cables, which are about

23 inches in diameter, was invented, by Mr. T. M. Griffith, the '

assistant engineer of the work. The wire used in the constructior
of the cables was manufactured by Messrs. Cooper & Hewett, of
New Jersey, and is made of the size of a crow quill ; in length it
is upwards of 1,200 feet. The extreme length of the deck of the
bridge is 849 feet, and 19 feet in width. It is 64 feet above the
river, which s supposed at this point to be 240 feet deep. The
iron rods or suspenders by which the bridge is attached to the
cables, are mannfactured from Ulster iron § x 3 of an inch in thick-
ness, and vary in length from 4 to 52 feet. It is, we believe, the
first time that iron wire bas been made of such an enormous length
as 1,200 feet, and each strand of it was severely tested as to its
strength before being put in the cables. By multiplying the length
of each strand by the number composing the ten cables, we observe
that there are nearly 70 miles of wire in the cables alone, the
weight of which between the towers is about 75 tons, It is esti-
soated that this gossamer bridge—for such at a bird's eye view it
appears to be—is capable of sustaining at once a distributed weight
of 350 tons. Captain Serrell has so constructed the iron saddle

plates on the top of the towers, that vacancies are left in each, for
additional cables of 400 strands should it be necessary to give
additional strength for the passage of locomotive carriages. In
removing a large quantity of earth and rock on the west cliff, to
obtain a secure anchorage on the siliceous lime stone, the eXcavators
arrived at the same stratum of rock that occurs under the great
sheet at the Falls of Niagara—indicating thereby that the dip of
the strata is towards Lake Erie, and affording we suppose, ground
work of curious speculation, as to the period when thete agonized
waters will wear and wend their troubled way to the Upper Lake.
The chief of ithe Chippewa Nation, when visiting the Bridge last
week, remarked that could the Indians who for many generations
have made their graves on the river’s bank, rise at once from the
dead, how great would be their amazement at a scene like this ; and
how greatly would it be increased could they witness the “iron
horse”—snorting and smoking with resistless force across the river
O-ni-an-ga-rak. (The Thunder of Waters.)

A Worp Firiy Srokey, How Gooo 1s ir!—<Litile things,"
make up the sum of human existence. In the natural world, objects,
animate and inanimate, are composed of particles. Innumerable
shining sands form the barrier against which old Ocean loves to
fret. Crystal drops compose the vast extent of water which cov-
ers nearly three-fourth of our globe, The * blessed light,” which
cheers us day by day, may be separated into an infinite number of
rays, each blending with its neighbour while faithfully performing
its work. And the rich odors, so grateful to the senses, which
floet in our atmosphere, are actually tiny atoms, escaping from the
dewy petals of the rose or lily, which blossoms at our feet. Meet
emblems are those odors, floating round us all unseen, of the influ-
ence of words “fitly spoken.” Words are among the *little
things” which determine our influence for good or ill. Speak
they of sympathy, or encouragement, or reproof, if so be they are
spoken kindly, they are like  apples of gold, in pictures of silver.”
And no class has the priviledge or opportunity of distributing so
largely these small but precious coins, as the teacher. True, many
are the words of counsel and instruction that fall from a parent’s
lip. But they are confined chiefly to those of his own household,
The faithful pastor, as he kindly cares for all his flock, passes not.
by the lowliest, even without some ¢ fitly spoken” word, which
may, perchance, sink deeply in the youthful heart, there taking
root, to bring forth fruit, long perhaps after he who planted the
good seed shall have passed away. But his intercoursc is limited,
while the teacher meets daily with his band. And daily is his
own character partially recreated in each one of his number, through
the medium of hie words. It is his to prune and fashion the slender
sapling, which shall bereafter become the mighty oak. To his
keeping is given the gold, while molten, and he may mould it in
what form soever he pleaseth. To bim is entrusted the fertile
soil of deathless intellect, and whether the seeds there scattered
shall produce flowers that will cheer and bless with' their life-
giving fragrance, or blast and deetroy with their poisonous
breath, depends very much on him. Would you have influence with
those who look to you for guidance and instruction 7 bear with you
the law of kindness. Would you command their respect? let your
wards, though they inflict pain for the time, drop kindly from your
lips. Would you lead them all in her ways, whose paths are
pleasantness and peace ? labour constantly, earnestly, kindly. The
child has his troublee, as well as the man, and they are as hard
for him to bear, Therefore he needs words of sympathy. Let
him have thern,—Ilet him have them too from his teacher. And
let that teacher remember, he has done no vain thing, for he has
made a human being happier, and perchance saved him the * loss of
a day.”” For it is the wonderful virtue of sympathy to lessen grief,
and the troubled spirit soothed, which will rouse again its energies,
and toil on as before. The youthful heart, too, however hopeful,
will sometimes be depressed, discouraged. Then a single word, if
it be “ fitly spoken” by a Joved teacher, will, like the magician's
wand, work wonders. And when the word of repreof is needed,
let not the faithful teacher shrink from duty, but rebuke, exhort,
entreaty with all patience, and he shall win the reward of his well-
doing.

Tug Hours oF 4 Wise Manx are brightened by his ideas, as those

“of a fool by his passions.——4ddison.
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Music or Nature 1x Norway.—8till as everything is to the
eye, sometimes for a hundred miles together, along these deep sea
valleys, there is rarely silence. The ear is kept awake by thou-
sands of vaices. In the summer there are cataracts leuping from
ledge to ledge of the rocks, and there is the bleating of the kids
that browse there, and the flap of the great eagle’s wings, as it
dashes abroad from its eyrie, and the cries of whole clouds of
tea birds which inbabit the isles ; and all of these sounds are
mingled and multiplied by the strong echoes, until they become a
din as loud as that of a city. Even at night, when the flocks are
in the fold, and the birds at roost, and the echoes themselves seem
to be asleep, there is occasionly a sweet music heard, too soft for
even the listening ear to catch by day. Every breath of summer
wind that steals through the pine forests wakes this music as it
goes. The stiffy spiny leaves of the fir and pine vibrates with the
breeze, like the strings of a musical instrument ; so that every
breath of the night-wind in the Norwegian forest wakens a myriad
of tiny harps, and this gentle and mournful music may be heard in
gushes, the whole night through. This music of course censes
wheun each tree becomes laden with snow ; but yet there is & sound
in the midst of the longest winter night. There is & rumble of
some avalanche, after a drifting storm, a mass of snow, too heavy
to keep its place, slides and tumbles from the mountain peak.
There is alro, now and then, a loud crack of the ice in the nearest
glacier ; and, as many declare, -there is a cracking to be heard by
those who listen, when the northern lightsare shooting and blazing
across the sky. Nor is this all. Wherever there is a nook
between the rocks on the shore where a.man may build a house
and clear a field or two—wherever there is a platform beside the
cataract where the sawyer may plant his mill, and make & path to
Join some road, there is & human habitation, aud the sounds that
belong to it; thence, in winter nights come music and laughter,
and the tread of dancers, and the hum of many voices. The Nor-
wegians sre a sociable and hospitable people ; and they hold their
gay meetings in defiance of their Arctic climate, through every
season of the year.

Tue Caregr or QuEeN Vicroria.—Lord Morpeth, in one of his
addressee to the electors of the West Riding of Yorkshire, England,
uttered the following passage : * Reference has been frequently
made to the reigns of our female sovereigns, and indeed every Eng-
lishman must fondly look back to the wisdom of Elizabeth, and the
vietories of Anne. But, in shaping the desired career of their fair
and young successor, Victoria, we do not wish that her name should
rise above the wrecks of an Armada; we do not seek to emblazon
her throne with the trophies of such fields as Blenheim, or the yet
more transcendent Waterloo. Let her have glories, but such as
are not drained from the treasury, or dimmed with the blood of her
people.  Let hers be the glories of peace, of industry, of commerce,
and of genius ; of justice made more accessible ; of education made
more universal ; of virtue more honoured ; of religion more beloved;
of holding forth the earliest gospel light to the unawakened
nations ; the glories that arise from gratitude for benefits conferred;
and the blessings of a loyal and chivalrous, because a contented
people.’,

" Tme Mouxtaixs Axp Varreys or InTeLLrcT.—The following
beautiful similitude between the varied aspect which the intellect
of men presents, and the physical peculisrities of the earth’s surface,
is forcibly illustrated by Macaulay, the eloquent essayist and
historian, in his paper on Dryden, originally published in the
Edinburgh Review : —

- % 8ociety has its great men and its little men, as the earth has
its mountains and its valleys. Baut the inequalities of intellect, like
the inequalities of the surface of our globe, bear so small a propor-
tion to the mass, that, in calculating its great revolutions, they
may safely be neglected.  The sun ilhminates the hills, while it
is still below the horizon : and truth is discovered by the highest
minds a ittle before it becomes manifest to the multitude. Thisis
the extent of their superiority. ‘They are the first to catch snd
reflect a light, which, without their agsistance, must, in a short
time, be visible to those who lie far beneath it."—Macawlay's
Essays, American Edition, p. 36.

The habits of artificial life-follow far behind the impulses of nature.

HisTonry is defined to be: Philosophy teaching by examples.—
Tytler.—It is one of the solid foundations of oratory ; and derives
its value from that fundamental law of our nature by which we are
inclined to judge of the future by the past. Were the analogy
between past and coming events destroyed, history would be of
little use.~—Stewart's M. Phil., Pt. IL., § 4, Div. I.—Stones,
rude and sculptured tumuli, and mouuds of earth, are the monu-
ments of history among a rude and barbarous people ; and columns,
triumphal arches, coine, &c., among a more refined. The bocks of
Moses are the earliest records of history ; next to'them the writings
of Sanchoniatho.— T'ytler.—True history contemplates “ man” as
its sole and great theme ; man divided into nations, &c., but asa
unit ; it sweeps in all ages from the creation to the present epoch ;
it regards the dire conflicts which have devasted the world, as
spots upon its brightness, and, viewing man as a perfectable teingy
traces his progress through all time ‘in social, moral, and religious
advancement. 'The history of man is then the history of civiliza-
tion.—sAm. Review, May, 1843, p. 229.

AnxmmarcuLes ox Human Teern.—Dr. H. J. Bowditch, of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, states as the results of many miscroscopic
examinations of the accumulations on the teeth of healthy persones,
that of 49 individuals, most of whom were very particular in the
the care of their teeth, animal and vegetable products were found
in every instance except two. In those cases the brush was used
three times a day, and a thread was passed between the teeth daily.
Windsor soap was also used by one of these two persons, with the
brush. Dr. Bowditch tried the effect of various substances, in .
destroying the animalcules, and especially tobacco, by which they
seemed to be in no way incommoded. Soapsuds and chlorine
toothwash invariably destroyed them.

IseaiTY anp GENUs.—It is a remarkable circumstance, welf
known to those who have made insanity a special study, that it is
in those families, the members of which are most distinguished for
their intellectual qualities, that the greater number of insene are
found,— Dr. Winslow.

DEepication or New Scmoor-nouses.—The erection of a good
school-house is, for the community where it is located, aw impor-
tant event, and one which deserves to be marked by dedicatory ser-
vices. Such occasions bring out many to hear the interests of
education advocated, who can be reached by no other means. Every’
new school house in Canada, however humble, should be dedicated
to the uses of education by appropriate ceremonies.

Dr. Cuannixe says : “ The greatest man is he who chooses
the right with invincible resolution, who resists the sorest tempta-
tion from within and without, who bears the heaviest burthens
cheerfully, who is calmest in storms and most fearless nunder menace
and frowns, and whose reliance on truth, on God, is most unfalter
ing.”

“In Arabia as in Greece,” says Gibbon, the historian, “the per-
fection of language outstripped the refinement of manners, and her
speech could diversify the four score nemes of hongy, the two
hundred of a rerpent, the five hundred of a lion, the thousand of a-
sword, at 8 time when this copious dictionary was entrusted to the
memory of an illiterate people ”

Southy has eaidsthat a sweeter verse never was composed than
this :=—
“Verse sweetens toil, however rude the sound ;

AN at her work the village maiden sings,
Nor, .while she turns the giddy wheel around,
Resol icissitudes of things.”

the sad v

s Enthusiasis are men of one idea. Heroes are mwen of one de-
sign. They who prosper in the world are usually men of one
mazim.” An old gentleman chanced to say to Mr. Shore, (after-
wards Lord Teignmouth) ¢ Meke yoursell useful, and you will
succeed.” He did so, and succeeded. This is an illustration of
the last remark. Unremitting perseverence in the pursuit of only
one ruling object, to which all the sowers of the mind and body are
constantly dirceted, will usually succeed, unless those powers are
very inferior in their kind, ’
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TORCNTOC, APRIL, 1851.

THE SPIRIT OF THE PRESENT EDUCATIONAL
MOVEMENT IN UPPER CANADA.

We desire to say a few words upon the spirit and manner in

which the new educational campaign in Upper Canada should be |

conducted.

That an important era has arrived in the history of onr educa-
tional operations, is a gratifying and encouraging fact, The
spontaneous adoption of the principle of iree‘schno)s, i the minds
and feelings of the people, generally, is a striking proof of the
singular adaptation of that system to the wants and wiches of - the
country, in regard to the diffusion of popular edacation. The
practical application of the free school principle is, however, not so
universal ; norare we anxious that its immediate adoption should
be urged too strenuously. by the many new and ardent friends which
it has acquired in various parts of the country. In some instances
we have reason to fear, that‘a:igudsble zeal to confer upon a school
section the inestimable ad\'aﬁiéges of & generous aud unrivalled
system. of schools, hus been tinctured with a spirit of acerbity and
dogmatism. To such friends of free schools, as well as 1o those
who would wish to call in the authoritative voice of the legislatare
to enforce the adoption of the systefn. we would respectfully offer
one or two suggestions,

The character of our educational system is rapidly assuming a
consistence and vigour, which will mark its progress for many years
to'come. The various officers charged with the administration of
tbnt'system, as well as those more immediately concerned in pro-
moting its success, should, therefore, proceed~wilh greayter caution
and singleness of purpose.  An enlightened spirit of generous
codperation should characterize their efforts. In all cases, whether
by lectore, or at public and special meetings, and quarterly examin-
ations, the great question of popular education should be intelligently
discussed—its principles elucidated, and its vital importance to the
neighbourhood practically illustrateds To accomplish this suc-
cessfully, conciliation and forbearance ure essential. Attention
should also be specially directed to the intrinsic merits of the

subject ; its equal, if not paramount importance with other greatk

national interests already cheerfully sustained by the public, such
as the administration of justice, nrganized systems for the repression
or prevention of crime, &c.

In the advocacy of any measure, however excellent and equitable
it may be, it is expedient and broper that we should attentively
listen to the objections of opponents ; and not imperiously attempt
to repress the expression of sentiments, which, though, perhaps
erroneous, are, equally with our own, independent and sincere.
There is & latent pride and spirit of rtesistance in the bosom of
almost every man, which, if imprudently or incautiously arovsed,
will result in a settled opposition to the favourite theories of others
—however invested with practical utility those plans may be. The
skill of DAvip to calm the troubled spirit of the wayward Savr lay
not in the vigour of his arm, but in the sweet and touching melodv
of his harp. The mighty hunter, with his arts and stratagems
may often fajl to cage the lion, or the watchful lynx : but at the
gentle strains of the fabled Oreurvs, ithe, fierce, the fearful, aud
the untractsble were alike subdued. What can we see in those
tWo instances, but a figurative iHustration of the mighty ‘power of
the ““haman ‘voice’ divine”—modulated to the acceuts of persupsive
eruthfulness, and sympathy. '

In many sehool sections, we have witnessed with pain the advoeaey
of that national peaccmaker—a generous system of * universal
education, snd tho great charter question of the age«—degenerate
iuto mere party strife, and petty, persopal bickerings. Thq .zeal
of one party coming into strong contact with the selfishness af
another, must e¢ver ensure disaster and defeat to'the best and noblest
cause, It is an anomaly that a.foreed system of edueation should -
be a free system, and vice versa. We would, therefore, suggest
to all the friends and advocates of free schools, that they would
carefully avoid permitting such a reproach to be cast upon this
great national system of education in its infaney. A prejudice
founded, at this early period, upon harshness and severity cxercised
in the application of the law authorizing free schools, will, in after
years, be more difficult to contend againut and overcome, than the
legitimate and decided opposition of the avowed enemies to the
principle itself. Wo are aware that the vemsons which induce
trustces and others to urge the immediate gdoption of the free school
system, in their school sections, are numéroqs and weighty. Toa
person, who ardently deplores the want of education ina neighbour-
hood, and the apathy prevalent regarding it, the excellence of the
system may be so forcibly apparent, and the reasons for its adoption
8o strong and urgent, that he may become impatient at the stolidity
or indifference of his neighbour, and endesvour to compel the
arbitrary adoption of the free school system by law. But,.while we
deeply sympathize with such persons in their anxioty, we deprecate

resorting to any measures so decisive., Better to submit to a year

or two years’ delay in the application of the free school prineiple,
than that it should be prematurely enforced by the “ terrors” of the
law, Its progress and ultimate triumph is only a question of time.
But at present, unanimity alone can promote its speedy adoption ;
and perseverance, argument, facts, and ﬁguyes _are necessary to
produee that unanimity. ' s

In many instances we have known of a comparative oneness of
feeling having been created in a.school section by the introduction
of tritling artieles of school apparatus——a map, a globe, a numeral
frame, tablet, or pictorial lessons, &c A wise teacher, or judicious
trustees, by placing those things before - the pleased and anxious
eye of the pupils, have invariably excited their curiosity and gained
their confidence and attention; and, thus, through the children, have
opened the parents’ hearts, and eulisted their generous feeling of
perental love, to afford still greater facilities for the instruction and
amusement of their children. Trifling efforts of this sort have
frequently led to important results in individugl school seotions ;
and thus have free schools been often most agreeably and perma-
nently established—children, hitherto indifferent to any instruction,
or Jistless when receiving it, bave evinoed great anxiety to be per-
mitted to witness the many occular proofs, pleasantly exhibited, of
numerous important truths connected with the ordinary branches of
education, heretofore to them asealed book, or a dead letter. No
one-ean visit the Model Sehool, at Toronto, the Central School; at
Brantford, or the Union School, at London, without being foreibly
impressed with the true philosophy of the plan here indicated.

To accomplish even this step in advance may, in some instances,
we admit, be difficult ; but a little effort judiciously put forth will
amply repay the trouble and expense incurred. A practical proof
of the excellence and value of & school, and the utility and importance
of these little adjuncts in the promotion of popular education, is often
more irresistible and conyincing than the most eloquent argument,
or most brilliant rejoinder. And once this point is gained, fow,
persons will feel disposed to cavil at a free school which may be
productive of g0 much good, and whore these grutifying results of
the solicitude of the teacher and trusteea can be still more effectively
and agreeably brought about. )

To those who would insist upon the expediency of a legislative
enactinent, compelling the universal adoption of the principle of free
schools, we would observe, that, however desirable it may_ be some
vears hence, to follow the example recently set us in the State of
New York, we are, as yet, by no means unanimous enough among
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ourselves as to the principle of free'schools, or as to the wise economy
and expediency of imposing & genéral tax upon the property of the
country (sufficienly large to support all the schools, without the aid of
raté bills,) to warrant the legislature in passing such alaw. Even
in New York, the state legislature has boen induced to compromise
the general question of free schools and rate-bills, and to adopt the
* minority bil'~—the synopsis of which appeared in this Journal for
last month.* - Tlhe bill itself, as-it finally passed, will be found on
page 59. ‘ Co

The present school Act wisely leaves it with the people them-
selves, at their annual or special echool mieetings, to determine in
what “ manner” their school shall be supported during the.year—
whether by subseription, rate-bill npon parents and guardians sending
children to the school, or by & general assessment upon all the
property in a school section ; and the law confers upon trustees
ample powers to carry into cffect the wishes of their constituents
in cither of these respects.t The extensive powers thus conforred
upon the trustees of a school section, and their constituents, should
be wiscly and judiciously exercised, as was contemplated by the
legislature in granting them.. Heretofore, the power exercised by
trustéos was so limited, while their responsibilities were great, that
few persons attached much imperiance to the office of trustee, and
were indifferent in their selecion of its incumbents; but now a
knowledge of the fact that the echool Act invests that offica with so
much distinetion and authority, will act powerfully. upon the people
themselves In inducing greater caution and anxiety in the selection
of “proper pérsons” (as the law requires) for the office of scheol
trustees ; and this solicltude on the part of the people will again

react uponthe trustees, in making them employ all their powers and"

influence in elevating the character and condition of our elementary
sohools.  Should this state of things happily result from the
increased powers conferred upon the school representatives of each
loeslity, we may, with confidence, unite with the Chief Superinten-
deat in the “ hope, before the year 1860, to see the light of a free
school emitting its splondour, and imparting its blessings to every
child of every sthool section in Upper Canada !}

BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEE3 IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES;

. AND THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.

The question of the obligations testing upon the munioipal
couneil of each eity, town, and incorporated village in Upper Canada
to_provide funds, upon the requisition of the board of school trustees,
has. so frequemtly been brought under the notice of the
educational department, that we feel anxious to direct the attention
of the parties concorned to the requirements of the law.

‘Phe essential importance of & board of school trustees has been
fully tested in Upper Canada, and has been conceded by every one
at all ‘oo‘nversan‘t with the state and requirements of cities and towns
in regard to the hitherto too much neglected subject of populer edu-

‘cation, - To mppoint those trustces, und not furnish them with méans
to improve the schools,and place them upon an efficient footing,
would be an.-anomalous praceeding; and would be similar to
appointing: &:.municipal corporation and giving it no authority to
govern ot protect the town. The school law, therefore, very properly
places the - entire management, control, and direction of the schools
in each oity, town, ‘and incarporated village in the hands of the
hoard of trustees ; and makes it, de jure, the corporation of the city,

town, or village concerned for all school purposes, as is the counecil

or common couneil of such city, town, or village for all municipal
purposes.

* 1 hill which has been ding in the legisi since the e < nt of
the 3230.:]‘3:- panseg through the Senate by the strong vote of 22tod. It now awaits
the signature of the Governor to hecome alaw. It provides, Jst. A state tax of §800,000,
“nd. The equal distribution of one-third of this sum, together with the §300,000 fror
the school fund, among the scheol districts, and the residue -per capita. 3rd. The rate-
Lill 19 make up deficiencies ; and Jth. That all property excupt. from execution shall
be excmpt from school watrants, There are no other material changed in the details of
teold law ; andjtis verv generally. belicved that the measpre will be reasonably
acceptable to'the people. It Js n compromise neasure, well calculated tw allay the
‘excitement whith has-existed during the last two years, and 10 restore that harinony in
the sections so indispeprable to he success of the schools, and the advanceivewt of the
‘Cause of education.-~[N. Y. Commercial Advertirer,

'+ The school' Acteanfers ho'power however upon frustees to collect the dAensive and
arbitrary * poll tax npon all the children® of a school section, which, in some instancea,
haw" been authotized at pabhic meetings 'of the ivhabitant pf weveral school sections.
‘The second glause of the tweltih vection of the schonl Act refers valy to the three modes
enumerated Above of raising school moneys in a section.

't Citcular'to trusiees, § 3. 12th Augnst, 1850—Journal af Education, Vol. fil. p. 170.

A difference of opinion having arisen in onc of the towns in the
provinee, lately, on’ this subject, a letter, of which following is an
extract, was addresscd to an officer of tho &chool corporation, in
reply to his application for advice 1=

¢ 1t does not nppear to e, that,upon a-fair constraction of telaw, the town council,
can assuine that any alleged oinission on the part of the board of sehool trustees, such as
has been urged, should justity it in refusing to perfori its awn special ¢ duty—=to provide
such suln Or swns, iu such wanver, as ehall Le dusired. by the waid bowrd of school
trugtees’ (sct latter part of the 6ih elause of the 12%h.section of the school Act.) This
latter part of-the cluuse referred to, clearly and distincily takes the power of decivg
upon the ¢ manner’ in which the school mozeys requisite shall be provided by the council,
out of the hands uf a special or other meeting, (as required in rural sections by the 1st
clause of the Lzth scction of the ~ct, iv,coutcxion with the Tth clunse of the f21h secizon, )

aud places it entirety iu the hauds of the boatd of school trustees,

“ The hoard of school trustees, for a town, unlike the trustees of a rural sehool section,
are elected upon even a wore extended franchize than the wown council iiscll'; and should,
theretore be presumed to utter the voice of the larger number of the same constituency,
in regard 1o the school interests of. their towns. The refusal of the reprecentatives of the
sinalier number of the inhabitauts, (with all the waclinery for assessing and collecting
oney in thewr hands,) to comply with ‘the legally expressed request of the represenia-
tives of a larger number of the suine inhabitants would be manifestly anomalous and
unjust, and cannot lawfully be persevered in.”

EpucaTioNaL ProarEss 1y Caxapa.—* A Colonist—cast of King-
ston,” in the Viagara Mail of the 2nd instant, whom the editor
designatesas “an able contributor,” in an interesting letter entitled,
“Progress in Canada,” thus romarks upon the state and prospects
of elementary education in Canada :—

“ We might censure some portions of the new common school
Act; but what is there in the work of man which cannot jusfly be
censured ¥" A defeot in theory may meet our eye ; but a great
improvement in fact also certaitily meets it. We said some yecars
ago that there was énergy in the superintending power which would
force the school system widely into notice. Were we wrong ?
what phenomena’ in' Canada 4re more prominent, more palpable,
more pleasing than the rapid increase, and extensive diffusion, and
growing advantages of our common schools? They are called
“ common,” but the present system when compared with the past,

i¢ uncommon, and promises, *with other instrumentalities, to reduce,

very shortly, the number of our juils, and judges, and policemen.
A universal Canadian system of free schools would go far towards
saving us from many evils very prevalent in Canada.”

EXTRACTS FROM LOCAL SUPERINTENGENT'S RFPORTS, 1550,
. . . (Coniinued from pagz.dl:) L ) .
J. W. Dunsferd, Esq., Fenelon, grc.: “1t is proposed to doaway
with the necessity of rate-lills in futare for paying teachers, by

raising an additional sum for general school purposes under a by-law
of the township Couneil.”

Jokn McAdam, Esq., Packenkam : “Qne of our schools hes been
supported on the free school system, and another partly so. May

your exertions on bohalf of free schools not cease till thoy are erowned
with success !*

Richard Graham, Esq., Bertie: “I would observe that a general
feeling: pervades the community asto tho value of freo schools ; four
of the sections have adopted the system at their annual meotings,
and two sections since at a special meeting ; two more intend doing
ro before the year closes—making about half the number of schools
in the township.. The principle is gaining ground, and, in a few
years, will beoone general. I conceive the alteration in the manner.
of making the apportionment from -schaol population to schoob
attendance, is the primary cause of this change in public sentimont.”

Wm. Manley, Esq., Dummer : “1 have to congratulate ourselves
upon the prospect of free schools, as the different sections have
decided in favour of leveying a tax upon all for the cducation of all,”

W. A. Stephens, Esq., Sydépham : “ Considerable difficulty was
felt by those engaged in schoé{l ‘management during the past year
from the changes in the school law. The present Act, however, if
well worked, will work well : and it will not be well worked except
whero the schools are made free. Scction No. 3 has decided this
year to work it in this way, and the result has already been an
incrense of nearly one-thitd in the attendance of scholars.””

'Rev. Donald McKenzie, West Zorra i “There scoms to’ be a
general movement in favour of education, und o desire to obtain
superior teachers in this township ; and it cannot be denied that the
desire to get cheap teachers is very strong. .1 indulge the hope, that

ere Jong, a copy of the Journal of Educaiion will find its way to
every school section.” .
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D. Bryant, Esq., Ameliasburgh: *Several sections in this
township have adonted the true principle of supporting their schools,
and that is by a direct tax. I hope ere long to see all the schools in
our township supported in like manner.”

James Clapperton, Esq., Augusta : “ Twelve of our schools have
decided in favour of the free school system this year.”

George Hart, Esq., Percy: “ This township hasat last begun to
arouse from its lethargy in regard to education. At the annual
meeting in January for the election of Councillors, I had an oppor-
tunity of addressing the electors, urging upon them the absolute
necessity of having a good sound education for the rising generation;
and, in order to accomplish this aright, to abolish the cld rate-bill
system, and in its place to establish free schools—taxing all according
to property. Since then, the whole of the sections have had special
meetings, and the result is that eight out of the ten have adopted
free schools. Will you inform me, can the municipal Council tax
the other two in order that all the schools may be free 7" [The
‘Council can only tax the section at the roquest of the trustees, on
behalf of the inhabitants. See 1st clause of the 18th section of the
school Act. Ed. J. of Ed.]

Francis Graham, Esq., Rochester : * Since the enactment of the
new schoul law, educational affairs have assumed a much more
cheering aspect, and mare partioularly since the appearance of your
« Address to the Inhabitants of U. C.” on free achools. [See Journal
of Education for January, 1849.] I can assuro you that your
labour has not been in vain, Never was an address received with
more enthusiasm by any community than by the people of this town-
ship ; and every parent’s heart swells with gratitude to you for the
eloquent and able manner in which you have advocated the principle
of & cheap, universal, and sound education for the young, who, ina
few years, must rise up to fill our places. Solely from your address,
and from the manner in which the subject is handled, sections 1
and 2 have adopted the free school system. Since these free schools
were opened, children may be found in attendance from the remotest
parts of the sections.”

Rev. Jokn W. Smith, Haldimand : “ Several of the sections have
adopted the free school system, thereby increasing the attendance at
school—in some cases even more than doubling their former numbers.
1 have no doubt the general adoption of this system would soon have
the effect of putting all the children of school age under instruction
some part of the year. The appearance of the new school Act
supplies & desideratum, and I welcomed it as the dawning of better
days on the youth of Canada.”

Wendlin Schuler, Esq., Wilmot: * A few years ago we had only
8-10 schools ; now we have 19, There is one thing still wished
for by a great many, and that is—free schools.”

John Unsworth, Esq., Howard : “There are two schools in this
township conducted upon the free school principle, I am happy to
say, and they are crowded to overflowing. It has also been carried
in another section, and moved in another, which I might term the
metropolitan school in this township.”

W. 8. Macdonald, Esq., Leeds and Landsdown, front: ¢Public
attention appears directed to the subject of education, and from this
1 indulge in hopes for the future. The present law will, I trust, be
allowed a fair trial at least, and I feol assured that its general
features will be acceptable to the country.”

Rev. Wm. Fraser, W. Guillimbury: “In the three sections in
this township the principle of laying the burthen of education upon
the people has been adopted. It is evident, from the immediate
effoct of the measure in those instances, that it is preéminently the
school-filling plan. One of the schogls (at Bond Head) last yoar
was attended by about 35 or 40, now has nearly double the first num-
pumber on its benches. The sight was pleasing. I have not
much doubt, that the demonstration which will thus be given of
the beneficial effects of the system, will increase ite popularity
and extend its adoption.”

George Alrzander, Esq., Blandford, c.: ‘I may remark of the
new school Act, that I have had oceasion to test many of its clauses
in my official visits to the different sections, and have found them
admirably adopted to the present wants and interestsof the country.”

Rev. Thomas J. Hodgskin, Etobicoke: “1 took the earliest
epportunity of delivering, in each school section, the lecture required
by law, and, at its close, endeavoured to stimulate the sudience to

effort in procuring school apparatus, &ec. In one instance £8 was
raised by voluntary subscription, and the school is consequently well
turnished with maps, &o. I have done my utmost to extend oral
instruction to make the school interesting to the puplls, as well as
profitable to them. The salaries of teachers are improving, and the
interest in the subject of education is deepening.”

David P. Brown, Esq., Crowland : “ There are three schools in
this township conducted on the free sehool principle, and I believe
that a large majority of the inhabitants of the several school sections
are favourable to the plan, but many of them do not like to oppose
their neighbours by supporting it with therr votes.”

Rev. James Jackson, Middleton : “ The people are very much
pleased with the new school Act; and I have endeavoured to en-
courage them, under the provisions of it, to do all they can to educate
the rising generation. There is one amendment yet, however, that
is desired, viz.: Legislative authority to tax ratable property to sup-
port the schools entirely, and let them all be free.”

Edward Byrnes, Esq., North Burgess: “It was a great
obstacle in the way of trustees, that the old law did not empower
them to procure apportions for their section ; but now that the new
Act places trustees in a more favourable position for the efficient
discharge of their duties, it is to be hoped that henceforth we will
have a far greater improvement in our schools.”

John Beatty, junior, Esq., M, D., Cobourg: “ Our common
school system for Cobourg requires a fundamental reorganization. I
hope this vear will witness the commencement of such a movement.”

Thomas Cross, Esq., M. D., Tilbury East, §e¢.: “In many
places I have had large meetings; and much satisfaction is expressed
with that provision of the Act which renders it imperative ou the
Superintondent, thus to meet the inhabitants of every section, and
address, and confer with, them on school matters. The privilege
contained in the 7th and 9th clauses of the 10th section of the schoal
Act, has been very generally acted upon inthis locality for the current
year ; and as an evidence of its salutary effects, and the ineonceivably
greater impulse it has given ta education, I may instance the aston-
ishing fact, that schools, which reported an average attendance of
from 15 to 20 pupils during the past year, are now literally erowded.” .

Board of School Trustees, Bytown : * The most promident ques-
tion under the consideration of the Board for 1850 was : ¢ Shall we
have free schools, or not? Although this Board has done nothing
further than to discuss the question, from the fact of the short tenure
of office of three of its members, yet they cannot separate without
recommending it to the Board of Trustees for 1851, as the only

effectual system of common achool education, and the one ealcuiated
to afford satisfaction to all classes.”

Rev. John Flood, NNepean, §-«c.: “The children in the townships
that have heartily complied with the school Act, are deriving more
profit in six months, than the others do in nine. In the former,
there is about school matters, u life and activity which are already
producing great improvement.”

P. L. Smith, Fsq., Vespra, §c.: “ The condition of the schools
under my superintendence are in a progressive state, and there is
an almost unanimous feeling among all the school seetions in favour
of free schools, in two of which sections at the annual school meetings,
the free school system has been unanimously adopted ; and will, I
exepeot, before long, become general throughout this country*”

Rev, David Caw, Paris: “ Our schools will be sonducted on the:
free school system next year: a great mejority of the rate-payers
approve of that plan. The diffusion of knowledge respecting edu-
oation, the power with which trustees are invested by the last school
Act and other concurring causes, will give a new and powerful
impulee to education in Canada.”

Rev. Denis Begley, Lochiel: “The schools of this township,generally
speaking, are of an inferior kind ; but I am of opinion that they will
improve under the new school Aet.” '

Rev, Thomas Williams, Fullarton, §«.: “I am happy to add that
in this township there is being made an effort to furnish the schools
with school apparatus, &e.; the municipality having levied a tax
for that special purpose. The school-lectures, I think, are an exael-
lent institution, and will effect much. When people come to hear
them, they always produce a good effect and stir up a better feeling.”

Nial Enstman, Esq., Bosanquet: “The free sehool tax levied
last year worked admirably well. It had the effeet of incroasing the
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schools fully one half, and it has been adopted again this year.
Your writings, sir, on the subject, has done a great deal to turn the
minds of the people in this part in favour of free schools.”

THE NEW ACT TO ESTABLISH FREE SCHOOLS
THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

The People of the State of New-York represented in Senate
and Assembly do enact as follows :

Sec. 1. Common Schools in the several school districts in this
State shall be free to all persons residing in the district over five
and under twenty-one years of age, as hereinafter provided. Per-
sons not resident in a district may bo admitted into the schools kept
therein with the approbation, in writing, of the trustees thereof, or a
majority of them,

§ 2. There shall hereafter be raised by tax, in each and every
year, upon the real and personal estate within this state, the sum of
eight hundred thousand dollars, which shall be levied, assessed and
«collected in the mode prescribed by chapter thirteen, part first, of the
Revised Statuates, relating to the assessment and collection of taxes,
and when collected shail be paid over to the order of the State
Superintendent of commen schools. ~

§ 3. The State Superintendent of common schools shall asocertain
the portion of said sum of eight hundred thousand dollars to be
assessed and collected in each of the several counties of this state,
by dividing the said sum among the several counties, according to
the valuation of real and personal estate therein, as it shall appear
by the assessment of the year next preceding the one in which said
sum is to be raised, and shall certify to the clerk of each county,
before the tenth day of July in each year, the amount to be raised
by tax in such county ; and it shall be the duty of the several county
clerks of this state to deliver to the Board of Supervisors of their
respective counties, a copy of such certificate on the first day of their
annual session, and the Board of Supervisors of each county shall
assess such amount upon the real and personal estate of such county,
in the manner provided by law for the assessment and ecollection of
taxes.

§ 4. The State Superintondent of common schools shall, on or
before the first day of January in every year, apportion and divide,
or cause to be apportioned and divided, one-third of the sum so
raised by general tax, and one-third of all other moneys appropria-
ted to the support of common schools, among the several school
districts, parts of districts, and separate neighbourhoods in this
state, from which reports shall have been received in accordance
with law, in the following manner, viz :—To each separate neigh-
borhood belonging to a school district in some adjoining state there
shall be apportioned and .peid & sum of nioney equal to thirty-three
cents for each child in such neighbourhood (between the ages of
four and twenty-one ;) but the sum 8o to be apportioned and paid to
any such neighbourhood shall in no case exceed the sum of twenty-
four dollars, and the remainder of such one-third shall be apportioned
and divided equally among the .several districts, and the State
Superintendent of common schools shell, by proper regulations and
instructions to be preseribed by him, provide for the payment of
such moneys to the trustees of such separate neighbourhoods and
school distriots.

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the State Superintendent of common
schools, on or before the first day of January, in every year, to
apportion and divide the remaining two-thirds of the smd. amount of
eight hundred thousand dollars together with the remaining two-
thirds of all other moneys appropriated by the state for the support
of common schools among the several counties, citics and towns of
the state in the mode now prescribed by law for the division and
apportionment of the income of the common school fund ; and the
share of the several towns and wards so apportioned and divided,
year, to the several town superintendents of common schools, and
ward or city officers entitled by law to receive the same, and shall
‘be apportioned by them among the several school districts and parts
shall be paid over, on and afterthe first Tuesday of February in each
of districts in their several towns and wards, according to the num-
ber of children between the ages of four and twenty-one years,
residing in said districts and parts of districts, 83 the samo shall have
appeared from tho last annual report of the trustees ; but no moneys

-shall be apportioned and peid to any distriet or part of a distriet,

unless it shall appear from the last annual report of the trustees that
a school has been kept therein for at least six months during the
year, ending with the date of such report, by a duly qualified teacher,
unless by special permission of the State Superintendent of commeon
schools ; excepting, also, that the first apportionment of money
under this act chell be made to all school districts which were
entitled to an apportionment of public money in the year eighteon
hundred and forty-nine.

§ 6. Any balance required to be raised in any school district for
the payment of teachers’ wages, beyond the amount apportioned to
such district by the previous provisions of this act, and other public
moneys belonging to the district applicable to the payment of
teachers’ wages, shall be raised by rate-bill to be made out by the
trustees against those sending to school, in proportion to the number
of days and children sent, to be ascertained by the teachers’ list, and
in making out such rate-bill it shall be the duty of the trustees to
exempt, either wholly or in part, asthey may deem expedient, such
indigent inhabitants as may in their judgment be entitled to such
exemption ; and the amount of such exceptions shall be added to the
first tax list thereafter to be made out by the trustces for district
purposcs, or shall be separately levied by them, as they shall deem
most expedient.

§ 7. The same property which is exempt by section twenty-two,
of article two, title five, chapter six, part three of the revised
statutes from levy and sale under execution, shall be exempt from
levy and sale under any warrant to collect any rate-bill for wages of
teachers of common schools.

§ 8. Nothing in this act ‘shall be so construed as to repeal or
alter the provisions of any special act relating to schools in any of
the incorporated cities or villages of this state, except so far as they
are inconsistent with the provisions contained in the first, second,
third and fourth sections of this act.

§ 9. Chapter one hundred and forty of the session laws of one
thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, entitled, “An act establigh-
ing free schools throughout the state,” and chapter four hundred
and four of the sessionlaws of one thousand eight hundred and forty-
nine, entitled “ An act to amend an act entitled an act establishing
free schools throughout the state,” and sections sixteen, seventeen
and eighteen of the Revised Statutes relating to common schools,
requiring the several boards «f supervisors to raise by tax, on each
of the towns of their respective counties, a sum equel to the school
moneys apportioned to such towns, and providing for its collection
and payment, and ell other provisiont of law incompatible with the
provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

§ 10. The State Superintendent of common schools shall cause
to be prepared, published and distributed among the several school
distriets and echool officers of the state a copy of the several acts
now in force relating to common schools, with such instructions,
digests and expositions as he may deem expedient ; and the expense
incurred by him therefore shall be audited by the comptroller and
paid by the treasurer, :

§ 11. All the moneys received or appropriated by the provisions
of this act shall be applied to the payment of teachers' wages ex-
clusively.

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the several school
districts in this state to make out and transmit to the town superin-
tendent of the town in which their respective school houses shall
be located, on or hefore the first day of September next, a correct
statement of the whole number of children residing in their distriot
onthe first day of August preceding the date of sush report, between
the ages.of four and twenty-one, and such town superintendent shall
embody such statement in a tabular form, and transmit the samo to
the county clerk in sufficient season to enable the latter to incorpor-
ate the information thus obtained in the annual report required by
him to be made to the etate superintendent of common schools for
the present year.

§ 13. It shall also be the duty of the trustees of the several sehool
districts, in their annual reports thereafter to be made, to specify
the number of children, between the aforesaid ages, residing in their
respective districts on the last day of Dccember in each year, in-
stead of the number of such children between the ages of five and
sixteen.

§ 14. This act shall take effect on tho first day of May next ;
but nothing herein contained shall be so construed as 1o affect pro-
visions already made in the several school districts for the support
of schools therein under existing laws for the current year
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Items.—The schools in the city of Toronto have been declared
free schoals by the Board of School Trustees from the 1st instant. The
estimated expenses of elementary education in the city for 1851, issetdown at
£2,200—£293 of which is 1o be set apart asthe nucleus of a building fund.
The plan is an excellent one.——1In relation to the proposed new ceatral
gchool in the city of Hamilton, the Spectator remarks, that, at a recent meel-
ing of the **Board of school trustees, plans were subniitted by Messrs. Cum-
bertand and Ridout for a central school—a majority of the board having
some time since decided upon adopting that system. The plan is chaste,

and the building will have a fine appearance, although the strictest economy

hasbeen observed. The cost of the building, to accommodate 1,000 pupils,
is estimated at £2,650, The board, by & vote of 6 to 2, decided upon the
adoption of the plans’: and rhe intention is to have the work under contract
immediately. A sitein St. George’s Ward has been chosent as the cheapest
and best adapted for the purpose ; and it is hoped that some difficulties in
the way of procuring that properry will be overcome.’’——The #chool
trustees oi Belleville have applied for a tax of £1,60: 10 be levied for the
purpose of building two common school houses.—The town council of
Brockville has appropriated £9240 for the purchase of a site and the erection
of u superior common school house.~—Gea. Alexander, Esq., President
of the Teachers’ lnstitute, Woodstock, has issued a circular to the
teachers of common schools and others in the County of Oxford, urging
upon them the importance of teachers’ institutes. He announces that two
or three days of the latter part of this month will be devoted to.lectures on
dilferent subjects, before the institute.——A school **convention’ was
recently held at Port Rowan, of which a correspondent of the L. P ddzocate
observes : * The object uppears to have been 10 asceriain, by a brief
examination, the present state of schools in the township of Walaingham,
and to promote a general interest for education in that township. The
gcholars, composing no less thua eight different schoule, with their respec-
{ive teachers and trustees, were present on the occasion. The house was
crowded with spectutors. The scholars were arranged in two divisions,
which recited alternately. The questions were answered promptly by the
scholars. Some of the elasses distinguished themselves in the branches
geverally taught.n the cemmon schools, particularly arithmetic and algebra,
e8 far as simple equations, After the conclusion of the examination, several
appropriate addresses were delivered.—The Middlesex teachers® associ-
ation held its annual meeting at Lon.lon, on the 5ih instant. Officers were
appointed, and an address ordered to be prepared on the subject of the
+ regulations authorized for the granting of cenificates to teachers: and
the appointment of incompetent persons’ as township superintendents.
Examples of the best modes of 1eaching are to be given at the next meeling,
cn the 5th of July. o urging a full attendance of teachers, one of thewr
number very properly remarks : ** Our legislators have done almost every-
thing in their power for us. Money is most liberally granted. A Chief
Superintendent, active, efficient, and friendly to teachers, is continued in his
station. A Normal School, a provincial and a county board of public
instructiou, do all in their power for us, and for the good of the rising
generation. Our school Act asa whole is not surpassed by any yet in
operation in any county. What more can be done for us? If ourcollective
wisdom can suggest any real improvements to forward education, we may
obtain a hearing, and doubtless our petirions due consideration. 1 it pos-
sible that We -thus privileg d can let any opportunity of advancing in
learning, pass unimproved? Let us unite in county and township associa-
tions, for mutual improvement. - Let us devote our whole idle time to self
education, and put forth all our energies to teach those entrusted to our
care. Let us read and digest the most epproved works on theoretical and
practical teaching: and at all times be open to receive instruction and
acknowledge it, from whomsoever we can getit. ltis hightimetoawaken
out of lethargy. Let us march onward, or step aside and give place to mors
competent teachers. The country is being aroused.to the importance of
sound, liberal, and useful education, and if we cannot feep in the van, let
us fall into the rear.’’——Miss Haigh, formerly head female teacher at the
U. C. London Union Schoo!, having been obhiged to desist from teaching,
owing to il health, has been presented by her ex-pupils with a beautiful
present of books, accompanied witn an highly complimentary note.——At
the quarterly meeting of the Teachers’ Association, Oshawa, a correspon-
dent of the Reformer states: ““The attendance of teachers was greater
than on any other occasion since the Inatitution was m‘ganfzed, and 1 may
also say that we have never before succeeded in spending the time in exer-
cises so profitable, so interesting, and o thoroughly practical. Mr. John-
ston delivered an able address on the duties of the Tenchers, and the best
way of performing them,” &e.——In regard to the recent examination of
the county grammar school at Beileville, a correspondent of the Intelligencer

remarks :—The manner in which the pupils acquitted themselves was ex«
ceedingly creditable to themselves, aud to their excellent and indefatigable
teacher, Mr, Alexander Burdon. There was present a goodly number of
visitors who expressed their high satisfaction with the manner in which the
gchool appeared 1o have been conducted. Several prizes were awarded.
It is gratifying to fiad that our Grammar School still cpstains its high
character. We are giad also to'learn, that the new edifice lately erected
for its accommodation will goon be completed, and that then an assistant
teacher will be employed for the English department.——The quarterly
examinations of achools in various places are highly spoken of 'by the
local papers. We subjoin one or two: Woodstock. 'f'helocal super-
intendent says: ‘* ht may be satisfactory to know that the last quar-
terly examinations of our common schools in this place showed the
nost satisfactory results. It was most gratifying to witnexs the pro-
ficiency and progress of the children. [ consider our schonls, models in
everythicg, but in the important matter of school accommadation, which is
certainly miscrable in all the houses, except in the oue occupied by Mr.
lzard. The examinations were continued through three half days. The
teachers were present at and assisted in the examination of each others?
schools ; several also of the more advanced pupils went from school to
school to witness the examinations ; and at the close, on Tuesday, the
teachers and several of the scholars, fromn all schools, met and sang several
pieces of music together. It was most pleasing to witness this harmon:
among the youthful members of the community, and the example of the
teachers will no doubt tend power.ully to foster and increase i1.”’-<-Paisley
Block. The Guelph Adrertiser states that, ** On. Friday lsst, a public
examination of the school conducted by Mr. W. Cowan, Paisley Block,
took place, and, we are glad to say, was attended by a considerable number
of the most respectable frnhabitants of the neighbourhood. The Revs. J.
G. Mctregorand R. Torrance, assisted by the local superintendent, and
other parties, conducted the examination; which was very satisfactory in
every department. After the examination, a handsome present, cousisting
of 18 volumes of books, the giit of the school trustees, aud neighbouring
inhabitants, was presented to Mr. Cowaa by Mr. Kirkland, as a testimonia}
of the high esicem in which they hold Mr. Cowan’s educational labours,
in the 8abbath, as well as the week day school. The whole of the proceed-
ings were of a very interesting character.——The usual quarterly examina-
tion held in Oshawa, Niagara, Galt, West Dumfries, &c., &c., which are
reported, seem to have been highly interesting and productive of much
good. The Norfolk Messenger speaksin the highest terms of the recent
county examination of Teachers. It remarks, *‘The more we gee of the
working of the system, the better satisfied do we become of its utility and
adapiation to the purposes of its organization. From its operation we look
for the most beneficial ultimate resplts. Defects it donbtless has; but de-
fects which experience and reflection will speedily remove.””—~ At an
open convocation of the Toronto University, Larratt W, Smith, B.C.L.,
was re-elected Pro-Vice-Chaneellor—and George Crookshauk, M.A., was
re-elected member of the Caput. '

[
NOVA SCOTIA:

A Bill for the establishment of a Normal School wae passed in
cominittee of the house, on the 22nd ult., by a large mejority ; but it was
thrown out on the 24th, on the plea that the expense would be too great !
A otion to rescind the last vote was before the honse. A bill repraling
the grant ( £400 sterling per annum) to King’s College, passed the Hounse
by £7 1o 13, and was sent up 1o the Legisiative Council.—[Pilct. . -

The Rev. Dr. Cramp, of Moatreal, has accepied office of President of
Acadia College ; and.the charter of the college has been made perpetual.
The annusl grants for colleges and academies have been voted by the
Assembly in committee of supply. The amounts are the same as last year,
except to King's college, whpse pcrmanent graat of £400 eterling has been
withdrawn, and £250 cutrency voted, as for other institutions in the
province. o ‘

-

BRITISH AND FOREIGN

Items.—The subscriptions in support of the Monchester and
Salford new Educational scheme exceed £7,000.——Of the very poorest
classes in Liverpool, it is estimated there are under instruction in the
charity schools of the town about 20,000.——The barristers, Mersrs. Tur-
ner, Bethel), Keating, and Kenyon, have giver an opinion, on request from
certain parties in the University of Oxford, that the commiesion of inquiry
i.s‘neither.constitmionnl nor legal : that the mensbere need not obey it; and
that it eannot be supported by any authority of the Crown, either as visitor
or under any prerogative, or otherright. Fie Dublin papers announce
the constitution of the eomaission of inquiry into the University of Dublin;
Archbishop Whately, Bishop Wilson, the Earl of Rosse, Chief Justice
Bluckburne, Coromissioner Longfield, of the ncumbeycd Estates Com-
mission, vod Mr. Cooper, of Mackree Castle. —- 1t is grasifying to nerice
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the intereet taken in ‘the subject of education by Her Majesty the Queen
and mis Royal Highness Prince Albert.  Not only do they visit the schools
in the Great Park at Windsor themselves, but they have the royal children
taken there also. The Ragged Schools erected in Lambeth at the cost
of Mr. Beautoy, as a monument to the mewmory of his wife, who lived a life
of active good deeds amon g the pour, were opened on Wednesday, in the
presence of & large assembly over which Lord Ashley piesided, and at
which many clergymen were present. The schools have cost £10,000, and
‘a sum of £4,000 has been invested by Mr. Beaufoy in perpetual trust to
maintain them in good rejair.  The building is of mede.n urchitecture, of
two stories, with extensive wings, and so arranged that the boys and gitls
vccupy opposite sides of the range : there is room forone thousand children.
———A valuable appointment js now vacant by the marriage of the late
warden of Dulwich College, and must be filled upon the 31st. By the curi-
ous statutes of this ancient foundation, no gentleman can hold the office
unless he bear the name of Alleyn, Alleyre, or Allen. John Dianey,
Esq., to whose munificence the university is ingebted for the collection of
ancient marbles lately deposited in the Fitzwilliam Museum, and known by
the name of ** The Museum Disneiaum,” offers to tranfer to the chancellor,
masters, and scholars of the University of Cambridge, £1,000, three per
centum per annum Consolidated Bank Annuities, for the purpose of found-
ingand endowing a profeasorship of classical antiquities, to be called ** The
Disoey Professorship of Archaology.”——Henry Miller, Esq., a native of
Scotland, and a retired London merchaat, has presented £4.000 to the New
College of the Free Church of Scotland, as a fund for the erection of four
scholurships. —Sheriff Alison, the Historian, has been inaugurated Lord
Rector of the Glasgow University ; and the Earl of Eglintoun has been
elected Lord Rector of Marischal College, Aberdeen. The General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland at present support 119 schools in the
Highlands and islands; afford aid to the teachers of 56 schools in various
parts of the Lowtands ; and maintain, with the assistance of Government,
two Normal Schools in Edinburgh and Glasgow, by which upwards of 100
qualified teachers, male and female, are yearly sent forth. The number of
children now under instruction in schools thus maintained or aided is 15,000,
The whole ordinary annual revenue has not exceeded £5,200, leaving &'
deficiency of about £1,200. In the Highlands and islands it is believed
there are still 150 stytions at which schools are required.——Dr. Jacobi,
the celebrated professor of mathematics at the Betlin University, terminated
his long and distinguished career a few days ago.——M. Michelet, the his:
-torian, professor at the College of France, hasbeen forbidden by the govern-
ment to cantinue his course of lectures on the philosophy of history or his-
tory and morality.

Opening of the Owens College, Manchester.—The new colle-
giate institution, founded in Manchester on the principle of the netional
universities, out of funds provided by a munificent bequest made several
years ago by the late Mr. John Owens, to the amount of nearly £100,000
was opened on Thursday. The building selected (the will of Mr. Owens
giving no power to erect a building) was the spacious house in which Mr.
Cobden, M.P., formerly resided, in Quay street. The principal of the col-
" lege is Professor A. J. Scott, late of the London University, who was pre-
vented from delivering his inaugural address by sudden illness, and the
session wasg opened yesterday morning by the deliverv of & lecture iutro-

" ductory of a course of instruction in the languages and literature of ancient
Greece and Rome, by Professor J. G. Greenwood, B. A., followed by one
on mathematics and physics, by Professor Archibald Sandeman, M. A,
The other resident professors—Mr. Edward Frankland, Ph. D, who presides
over the classes studying chemistry, and Mr. W.C. Williamson, M.R.C.S.,
who takes the department of natural history, anatomy, and physiology—
were also present. The teacher of French is M. Podevin, and of German,
M. Theodores. ‘The principal of the college (who is also profeesor of logic
and morul philosophy) it is expecied, will now postpoune his inaugural
address for some weeks, if not tiil the opening of the next session. The
public were admitted, on giving their names, to the introductory lectures
on Thursday morning, and a great number of ladies and gentiemen pre-
sented themselves. Amung the gentlemen were Mr. J. Patter, (Mayor of
Manchester,) the Very Rev. Dr. Bowers (Dean of Manchester), Alderman
Watkins, Alderman Shuttleworth, Me. S. Fletcher, Dr. Hodgson, (Princi-
pal of the Chorlton High Sehool,) Rev. G. Osborn, (Wesleyan Minister),
and Mr. Alexander Kay. There were about 18 or 20 youths present who
had already been admitred students.

Maynooth College.—The fifth report of the visitors of Maynooth
College, presented 10 Parliament, has just been published. The visita-
tion was made on the 19th of December last, when 509 students were in
attendance, and 11 abseut from sickness. The oath of allcgiance had been
taken by the students. The new buildings of the college comprise 215
reoms for atudents, together with a library, seven lecture-halls, a kitchen,
refectory, and other accommodation, but these remain unprovided with the
most indispensable fixtures and furniture.

UNITED S8STATES.
Itews.~—Thiladelphia educates in her public schools 45,000
children at six dollars and forty-six cents each, yearly. The expense of
the system in Massachusetts is about eight dollars per scholar. la Cincin-
nati, the expense is about fifteen doliars. In Baltimore, fourteen dollars.
——"Lhe late constitutional convention of Indiana has provided for the
organization of free schools throughout the State,—thus recognizing and

- endorsing the great principle of the age in regard to education.— The

board of national popular education is extending the sphere of i1s operations
thioughout the whole of the vast West, The society has now been in
operation four years, and during that period has sent 204 teachers into the
Western States and territories. Five female teachers have recently been
seat out to Oregon under the charge of Mr. Thurston, delegate in Congress
from that territory.—The number of colleges in the United Statesis
121 ; and the number of studenis is about J1,000. ln our 43 theclogical
seminaries, 22 law schools, and 45 medical schools, we have.about 6,000
more young men. -In Great Britain there are 60 colleges und 334 profes-
sors. Oxford and Cambridge have 41 colleges and nearly 13,000 students,
and in the other colleges, one-rhird more—in all, making 17,000 training
in these schools. In the universities of Germany are 18,000 students; in
France, 12,000 students, 7,00 in Paris alone; 10,60, in the Spanish uai-
ver-ities, and in the Earopean universities, are not far from 8,000.—The
number of theological schools in the United Siates is forty-two, viz.:—
Baptist, 10; Congregational, 5; Dutch Reforued, 2; Lutheran, 3; Meth-
odist, 1; Episcopalian, 8; Presbyterian, 11 ; Unitarian, 2. Total, 42,
Of the 120 colleges, there were in 1849 under the influence of the Episco-
palians, 10; of the Baptists, 12 ; of the Methodists, 12 ; and of the Roman
Catholics, 13. The remainder were divided between the Congregationalists
and the Presbyterians.——Rev. J. Blanchard, president of Knox college,
recently delivered a lecture in the house of representatives, at Springfield,
lllinois, in which he remarked that, notwithstanding all that has been done
in the States for popular education, the proportion of adults who could not
read or write was greater now than it was ten years ago, owing to the vast
influx of emigration.——The last Thursday in February has long been
observed in the United States by many churches, as a day ot fasting and
prayer for the colleges and literary institutions of the country. Soimportant
is this season of special remembrance of our colleges regarded, that a cir-

* cular has beee issued this year, signed by the ufficers of thirty-three Amer-

ican colleges, in every part of our country, and of various religious
denominations, calling the special attention of the churches to the subject.

Education in Michigan, 1850.—The expenditures for school
purposes during the year were $43,921,47. The number of children in the
State, between four and eighteen years old, is 132,324, of whom 110,478
have aftended school during the year. The amoun: paid to the University
from the interest fund was $1,644.70. The students in the departinent of
arts and sciences were 64, and 1n the medical departments were more than
80. The Board of Educatiou have contracted for the erection of a suitable
edifice for the state normal school, for $15,000, of which $12,000 have
been paid. The building will be completed and ready for the reception of

.pupils by the 1st March, 1352.—{N. ¥. Gom. Advertises.

The * Poor Boy's College.’—At the recent meeting of Vermon-
ters in Boston, the Hon. Myron Lawrence stated some interesting facts
about Middlebury College. He said the little town of Cornwall, contain-
ing only about 700 inhabitants, had educated some 70 young men. Among
them he mentioned Governor Slade, Senator Foote, President Lindsley,
Prof. Post, two Professors Bingham, Professor Thompson, Judge Sampson,
Drs. Post and Matthews. He stated also that the father of Silas Wright
paid for the tuition of his son at this college by drawing wood into Middle-
bury, driving the oxen himself, and that Silas used to walk two or three
milesévery day to his father’s house, in order that he might thus be enabled
to obtain a libera! education.—[1bid. '

Regents of the University, V. Y. Additional Ordinunce respecting
the Incorporation of Culleges.--On the 9th of January 1851, the following
ordinance was adopted :—-The Regents of the University of the State of
New York do hereby declare and ordain, that the first section of tae ordi-
nance respecting the incorporation of Colleges, passed May 20, 183¢, with
the additions thereto adopted January LU, 185, is hereby amended so as to
read as follows :~-When any application is or shall be made to the Regents
for the incorporation of a college under the Gth section of the act of the
Legislature, passed the 5th day of April, 1813 entitled ** An act relative to
the university,” the applicants will be required to satisfy the Regents that
suitable buildings for the use ofthe coliege will be provided, and that
funds to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, with which it is
intended to found and provide for such college, have been paid or secured
to be paid by valid subscriptions of responsible parties or atherwise. And
in case the Regen:s shallapprove said application, and the amaunt afores. id
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shall not be invested for the use of such college, either in bonds and mort-
gages on unincumbered lands within this state, worth at least double the
amount so secured thereon; or in stocks of this state or the United States,
at their market value at the time of investuent, or in the bonds or certifi-
cates of stocks legally issued by some incorporated city in this state, at the
par value, or in any one or more of the securtties above enumerated, a
charter shall be gra: ted for the incorporation of such college, for a term of
five years, with a condition or proviso there, that if within the said term of
five years, the trustees of such college shall furnish to the Regents satisfac-
tory evidence that they have invested for the use of said college funds
amounting 1o not less than one hundred thousand dollars, in the manner
hereinbefore mentioned, the charter so issued shall become permament.

Academies and Colleges of New York.-—~At a meeting of the
Regents of the University, held at Albany, on Friday last, an annuval report
was made. Reports were received from eleven colleges, (two of them
including the medical branches of the institutions.) The students in these
are as follows :—

LITERARY COLLEGES.
Columbia College,
Union College, ..
Hamilton College,
Geneva College,

MEDICAL COLLEGES.
College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, New York,.......... 280
Geneva Medical Institution,.. 101
Univereity of the City of New

University City of New York, 115] York, -e.oeceeoioicao.. 115
Madisou University,.......... 75| Albany Medical College, .... 92
8t. John's College, .......... 68| Medical Department Univer-
Genesee College, ............ 58} sity of Buffalo, cccveoecnn.n 115
85 949
The total number reported in The total number reported in
1850, wasy.cceeeneeac-naaa. 948 1850, was, «coceiiannnnnan

The whole number of academies at the date of the reports, subject to the
visitation of the Regents, was 204. Of these, 7 had been incorporated since
March 1. 1850, by the Regents, and 2 by the Legislature ; of these 196 had
reported. The number of studenta for the term ending nearest to January
1, 1851, was 15,447, while at the same ir 1850, it was 15,000. The whole
number attending during the year had been 31,850, while that of 1850 was
28,941. The number claimed as classical students, or students in the
higher branches of English education, or both, was 17,993. The total
amount of fixed capital, in lots, buildings, libraries, philosophical appara-
tus, and in other property set apart for the support of the academies was
81,694,660 ; while that reported for 1250 was $1,606,064. ‘The debts had,
however, increased from 104,740, in 1850, to $169,718 in 1851.—(N. Y.
Commercial Advertiser.

New York Slate Ezxpenditure for Education in 1850.—

Common schools, ... o i, 165,000
Amount to be added to the capital of the school fund,.. 25,000
Academies, ... iiiiccneeriieana.. 25,000
Normal school, ... ......... ... teretsecmnmnnannann 10,000
Academies tor instruction of common school teachers, 3,000

Report of the Massachuseits Board of Education, 1850.,—
The fourteenth annual report of the Massachusetts Board of Education has
been published. The school fund, on the first of December last, amounted
to $958,921, 19, having been increased .during the year by the sum of
$74,580 45. Of this fund, the sum of $218,559 73 consists of land notes
not productive, leaving the sum of $740,361 46 producti.e, and so invested
as to yield $40,000 for distribution among the towns, for the support of the
schools. In order to entitle towns to the beuefits of this fund, it is neces-
sary f.r them to raise a specified relative sum additional, and it appexrs
that every towan in the state, with the exception of five, has raised more
than the required sum. The highest sum per scholar, raised by any town
the last year was $10 52, and this was raised by Brookline. Boston stands
second, having appropriated §9 81 for each child. The lowest on the list
is Palmer, which raised only $1 43 for each child. The average sum
actually raised for the education of each child in the commonwealth is §1
42. The aggregate umount raised in the state for the support of schools is
$864,667 85, which added to the income of the surplus revenue, appro-
priated to schools ($8,714 67) makes the gross sum of $873,202 59. The
number of children between 5 and 13 years, who attend school, is 193,232 ;
under 5 years, 17,782; over fifteen years, 18,208. The number of public
schools in the state is 3,878 ; male teachers 2,442 ; females, 5,925 : acholars
in summer, 176,344 in winter, 194,403, Average attendance in summer,
128,615 ¢ in winter, 149,609. Average length of schools, 7 monthas and 12
days. Average wages of male teachers, per month, $34 89; female do.,
$14 42.  The number of ineorporated academies in the state is 67, with an
average of 3717 scholars, The number of incorporated academies, private
schools, and schools kept to prolong public schouls, is 845, with an average
of 19,534 scholars. The aggregate paid for tnition in these schools is
$271,241 92. ‘I he Secretary of the Board speaks in terms of warm encou-
ragement and commendation of the Normal Schiools and Teachers’ Insti-
tutes, as also do the Board, in their report. ‘The siate has expended during
the year £11,47% in distribning 2,718 copies of Webster’s large D:ctionary,
and 103 cupies of Woicester’s,

Massackusetts Common Schools, extract from the Governor's
Annual Address to the Legislature.—The wisdom of our ancestors is no
where more apparent than in the early and permanent provision they made
for public instruction ; and we may indulge the gratifying reflection, chat
their example has always been imitated, though not in a manner corres-
ponding to the increased wealth of later times. We bave no rank ameng
the large States of the Union, derived either from population or extent of
territory ; but the time can never come, when a million of well-educated
people shall fail to exertinfluence in every part of this ocean-bound republic.
You cannot expect to secure this desirable result by any other agency
than the common school. Such appears to be the opinion of the people.
In 1850, the several tewns and cities raised, by taxation, $364,000 for the
support of schools, being an increase of $34,000 over the appropniations of
the preceding year. 'The total expenditures for educational purposes during
the year 1850, wete not less than $1,250,000. The school fund amounts to
$986,000, and is limited by law to $1,000,000, When this1und shall have
reached its maxirmum, its income, distributedamong two hundred thousand
children, will farnish only the inconsiderable sum of thirty cents towards
the education of each. Ifit were possible, 1 would not advise such an
addition as should relieve the towns from taxation, bat it could not be
dangerous to allow the fund to increase to one and-a-half or two millions
of dollars. It should also be borne in mind, that :he increase of population
diminishes annually the capacity of the fund to furnish education to each
child. 1 do, therefore, most respectfully recommend to your consideration
an additional appropriation of the proceeds of the public lands to this object.

Deaf and Dumb.—The subject of providing and institution in
Canada, for the education of the deaf and dumb, is agitated in some of the

Canadian papers. The number of deaf mutes in that province is estimated
at seven hundred and fifiy.— [N. Y. Spectator
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Items.—We understand that a new periodical is about to appear
in Montreal, entitled the Provincial Journal of Literature, Science and
Art—Reviews, Criticisms, and Belles Lettres.——We see by the Quebec
papers, that the Societe Philharmonique Canadienne of that city lately held
a grand concert, vocal and instrumental, at the residence of Mr. Trudelle,
president of the society, where, ameng other songs, wus sung the nationak
anthem, the English words being very happily paraphrased as follows :—

Terre, asile des preux,
(o] Dg:u de nos aieux,
rotege—1a 3
Et Comble de bonheur,
D’equite, de grandeur,
De gloire et de splendeur,
Victoria.

——One paper only, is published in Egypt—at Cairo, in Arabie,~which
appears in a small sheet, monthly, at four dollars a year.———There are
upwards of 200 manufactories of paper in France, employing 4,900 per-
sons, and making 2,900,000 reams per year. ‘The American Associa«
tion for the Advancement of Science will hold their next annual meeting
at Cincinnati, in May next. The meeting of the British Association
at Ipswich, is to commence on Wednesday, July 2nd, and extend over
seven er eight days. President, Professor Airy, Astronomer Royal. There
is no doubt, from the ;:resence of all the most distinguished scientific men
throughout the world in England, during the ensuing summer, in conse-
quence of the Great Exhibition, that this will be the most brilliant meeting
the association ever had. A committee of English gentlemen has just
been formed at Calcutta, under the title of the * Vernacular Tranelation
Committee,”” whose object will be to promote the translation of standard
works in general, literature by English writers into the vernacular lan-
guage of India.———In the foreign obitnaries is chronicled the death of the
venerable Ludwig Tieck, the associate of Schlegel in his translation of
Shakespeare. This accomplished man died at Berlin, op the 13th Mareh.
He has done more to raise the character of English literature by making
Bhakespeare familiar to his German countrymen, than almost any man in
our times.——The celebrated Danish Naturafist, Oersted, died at Copenha-
gen, on the 9th ult.——-The daughier of Godwin and Mary Worstoncraft,
wife of Shelley, and authoress of Frankenstein, one of our last links with
the literature of the first quarter of the century, died during last month.——
Mre. Joanna Baillie, authorees of ** Plays on the Passions,” and other
works, died at Hampstead, in her 89th year. John Wesley Monetta,
the historian of the valley of the Miesissippi, died at his residence in
Louvisiana, on the 1st of March,—— George Thomson, the Correspondent
of Burns, expired recently, at lus residence in Leith Links, at the advansed
age of ninety-two, The National Iustivure. of France has reeently
(¥eb. Bth) billed two vacancies, caused by death, in the divieion of Moral
Sciences. The hanors were conferred on Archhishop Whately, of Dablin,
8.4 Francis Licber, LL. D., a dists. yoished Profereor in Soush Careliva

‘



Aprily, 1851.

FOR UPPER

CANADA. 63

College.—The Giarnoledi Roma of the 15th, continues to give accounts
of rew discoveries made in the excavations now going on in the ancient
Via Appia. 'The works have now progressed as far as the ffth mile outside
thetown. Beautiful fragments of Roman Architecture have been again
brought to light. Crowde of connoisseurs are constantly on the spot to
exwumine the relics daily brought to view. 1t is stated that some valuable
maunuscripts relating to the early history of this continent, have been dis-
covered lately in the library of the Dominican friars. Mr. Cassisendeavour-
ingto have them obtained for his government. Those discovered, thus far,
comprise 25 packages or volumes.——A pot of gold has been found, under-
neath the surtace of the ground, in Leicester, by some workmen. The
pot coutained gold coins of the reign of George I1I, consisting of 7s.
pieces, half- guineas, amounting in value to £28.——A latetraveller among
the fonian Isles says, the first thing he met at Athens was a Greek girl
selling  Morrison’s Pills.” —The excavators at Fountain’s Abbey have
found 354 pieces of silver coins of the reigns of Philip and Mary, Queen
Elizabeth, James 1, and Charles I. They were concealed in one of the
arches.——A subscription has been set on foot toraise a ** Nineveh Fund,”
to enable Mr. Layard to prosecute his researches, the funds provided by the
British Government being exhausted. Prince Albert, the Earl of Elles-
mere, and Sir J. Guest, have each subscribed £100. — At the meeting of
the Royal Geographical Society last week, information was communicated
that the Rev. . Livingstone, Missionary in South Africa, had found
another large lake, about 200 miles north of Lake Ngami, for the discovery
of which he received last year the second prize of the society. The new
lake contains several large islands, and is connected by a rapid stream
<called the Teoga, with Luke Ggami. At the date of the last advices, Mr.
Livingstone was still proceeding northward.——Patents for Great Britain
and Ireland have been taken outby Mr. Paine, of Worcester, United States,
{or his invention of water gas.——-The building of the British Museum is
now rapidly approaching towards completion, and the workmen are at
present employed in putting up the railing in front of the court yard, and in
preparing the pediment for the reception of the figures destined to adorn i1,
The subject of the group for the pediment is, ** The Progress of Civiliza-
tion.”” It has been executed In high relief by 8ir R. Westmacott,——
During the past year 163 gold, 1295 silver, and 2067 copper coins, making
a total of 3525, were added to the collection in the British Museum, partly
by gift and partly by purchase.-——The prizes awarded at the Great Exhi-
bitioa will be distributed, it is undersiood, by the highest personage in the
realm. Among the curiosities of industry which will be displayed at
the Great Exhibition will be a silver tea-kettle, manufactured out of a four-
penny piece. The following inscription is displayed in the Crystal
Pulace :—*‘ Das rauchen wird nicht erlaabt.” ¢ ]l n’cst pas permis de
fumer.” ‘' Non e permeeso di fumare.”” * No es permittido fumer.”
** Nao he permittido fumer.”” *No smoking allowed.”—Some idea of
the extent of the Chrystal Palace may be formed from this one fact, that to
walk round the tables on which the articles are to be exhibited, ie equal,
at least, to making a journey of twenty miles.——The Emperor of Russia
bas commissionéd his agents to purchase every model at the Great Exhibi-
tion, which may be useiul to Russian manufactures. The Emperor intends
to spend 10,000,000 silver roubles in such purchases,——The Rugsian Go-
“vernment has décided thut the thousandth anniversary of the foundation of
the Ruesian Empire, which, according to the historians of that country,
dates froin tke year 852, shall be celebrated next year with the greatest
pomp in all the cities and large towns of the European and Asiatic province
of Russia.———1 hie system of franking letters by meane of stamps is being
introduced into the post office of Poland and Russia. ~—A remarkable in-
stance of the divisibility of matter is seen in the dyeing of silk with cochi-
neal ;& drachii of which gives an fntense Tolor toa pound of silk, con-
taining eight score threads to the ounce, each thread seventy yards long,
and the whole reaching about one hundred and four miles.
JAstronomical Discoveries.—Professor Bond, of Harvard Univer-

sity, has discovered what is supposed to be a third ring tothe planet Saturn.
It 1s interior to the two other, and therefore its distance from the body of
Saturn must be small. The eighth satallite to this planet was also disco-
vered by the Board two years ago. The Acadeiny of Sciences of Paris
has awarded the Lalande Medal to M. de Gasparis, for the discovery of
a planet yet unnamed, and har divided the astronomical prize for the pre-
sent year between that gentleman and Mr. Hind, of London, for the disco-
very of the planets Parthenope and Victoria. Since the above was writ-
ten, the *‘planet yet unnamed” has received from M. Leverrier, at the
zequest of Prof. Gasparis, the appellation of Egeria. It is the thirteenth
planet or asteroid now known to exist between Mars and Jupiter, nine of
which were discovered in the course of the lust five years, and three in six
months of 1850. The first of the thirteen was discovered on the first day of
the last half century, and the thirteenth within a few weeks of its close.
As a correct list of the names of all these plunets cannot yet be found ia
any work on Astronomy, or even in that recently published volume enti-
tled * The Discoveries of the Lust Half Century,” we subjoin the follow.

1ng :—Four of the thirteen were discovered in Great Britain, four in ltaly,
and five in Germany, by seven observers only—Mr. Hindand Prof. Gaspa-
ris having discovered three each, Dr. Olbers and Hencke two each, and
Piazzi. Harding and Graham, one each. Metis, which was first seen by
Mr. Graham at Mr. Cooper’s Observatory, Markree Castle, Ireland, is
believed to be the smallest of the thirteen, as when nearest it does not
appear brighter than a star of the eleventh magnitude, whilst Vesta appears
to the sixth.

Liast or taRx Pranxrs sxTwxxn Mars awxp Juerrxnr.

Neme, Discovered by At
1. Ceres. 1801, Jan. 1. Piazzi. Palermo.
2. Pallas. 1802, March 28. Olbers. Bremen.
3. Juno. 1804, Sept. 1. Harding. Lilienthal.
4. Vesta. 1807, March 29. Olbers. Bremen.
5. Astraca. 1845, Dec. 8. Hencke. Drieser.
6. Hebe. 1847, July 1. “ o
7. Iris. 1847, Aug. 13, Hind. London.
8. Flora. 1847, Oct. 18, [ ) s
9. Metis, 1848, April 25, Graham. Markree, C. Ire.
10. Hygeis. 1849, Apnl 12, Gasparis. Naplee.
11. Parthenope. 1850, May 13. o &
12. Victoria. 1850, Sept. 13. Hind. London.
13. Egeria. 1850, Nov. 2. Gasparis. Naples.

The Statistics of the Press in Prussia and Bavaria.—The
following statistical account is given of the periodicul press in Prussia :—
Up to June of last year there existed within the Prussian monarchy 809
periodical publications. Of newspapers there were 159 couservative and
ministerial ; 201 belonging to the opposition ; and 167 neatralorundecided.
Since the new law on the press, promulgated in June, 137 journals have
ceased to exist, of which 15 were conservative, 98 opposition, and 24
neutral ; 9 conservative papers, 70 opposition, and 18 neutral, could not
give the pecuniary securities required by the new law ; 12 opposition jour-
nals perished by the withdrawal of the right to be sent through the post,
and 28 were extinguished by want of subscribers. Of scientific, technical,
and literary periodicals, there were 282in all. On an average there isin
Prussia one periodical to every 20,186 inhabitants : but in some districts
the proportion is one to 90,935, and in one to 102,341, In Bavaria, there
are 58 political and 120 other periodicals, of which 17 are religious and 2
devoted to education.

The Freach Library in 1850.—According to the Journal de
Libraire, the number of books, pamphlets, &c., of all kinds printed in
France during the year 1850 was 7,208. In Paris, 4,711 works were pub-
lished ; in the departments 2,460, and in Algiers 37. Of the whole, 1,360
works and pamphlets were reprints or new editions ; 5,848 were new works;
6,611 were in French. 63 in provincial dialects, 53 in German, 61 in
English, 2in Arabic, 61 in Spanish, 83 in Greek, 9 in Hebrew, 161n
Italian, 165 in Latin, 14 in Polish, 16in Portuguese, 4 in Roman, I in Rus-
sian, 2 in Turkish, 2 polygJott books. They comprised also 281 journals,
partly new and published during the year of 1850, of which 79 have been
printed and have appeared in the departments, and 73 were lithographed
pamphlets. 2,697 engravings and lithographs were published during the
year; also, 122 geographical charts, 579 pieces of vocal music, and 625
works of instrumental music in copper-plate and lithographed.

bm'qu Collection.—-ﬂmong the recent advertisement in The
Times is one of an entire column announcing for sale a very extensive and
matchless Collection, containing 31,000 Historical Manuscripts and Auto-
graph Letters, dated from 1473 to 1848, Henry VIL to Queen Victoria,
Louis XI. to Prince Louis Napoleon, President Washington, U. 8. to
Presideut Polk ; also the Kings, Queens, Princes, Rulers, and eminent
persons of twenty other nations, arranged alphabetically aud illustrated
with their portraits, in more than 100 folio volames and sections many of
the Commonwealth of England, the Revolution of 1668. the Republic, the
Consulate, and the Empire of France, the French and other Revolutions of
1848, There are papers, &c., of all the Presidents of the United States
from George Washington—the MSS, being narratives of events, and the
work of art remembrances of them ; and his 30 years research has forced
the advertiser, being anxious to select two great men, of different nations,
as his particular heroes, of pronounce for the immortal William Shak-
epeare, and the great unique Emperor Napoleon. There are 31,000
autograph letters, notes, papers, or signatures of eminent persons of nearly
all nations ; duted from the year 1473 to 1848, They are fixed by the
edge opposite about ten thousand portraits and crests of the writersin more
than one hundred folio volumes and sections, averaging nearly 300 autogra ps
and 100 portraits, Of the papers written or signed by the Emperor Napo-
leon, his father, mother, his Empresses, his son, and the Kings, Queens,
Princes, and Princesses, belonging to his family, there isan unheard of
collection. These alone far exceed 1,000 of consecutive dates, from 1793
to 1819, and as the collector would like the collection to be kept entire, he
conents to accert £15.000 for it, (one half the cost.) Two-thirds, or more,
of the amount may not, if so desired, be paid in cash ; an approyed estaty
would be tuken.
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Tuk LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT OF THE Scnoor Fuxp For 1851,
—We had hoped to have been enabled, in this number, to announce . the
apportionment of the legisiative schoel grant for 1851, ta each county,
township, city, town, and incorporated village in Upper Canada ; but for
the reasons stated in the departmental circular, published in the March

number of this Journal, page 43, we- have not been able to do so. The
apportionmeut wiil, if possible, be notified in the number for yext month,
when the necessary instruction relative to the basis of distribution to be
adopted by local superintendents the current year, will be announced.
Answers 1o nmmerous inquiries of correspondents on this and kindred
subjects wiil, therefore, be lncluded in those iustructions.

AcENTS FOR THIS JoURNAL 1N THE EasTRRN ProviNces.—Tho
Rev, Rosert A. Tempre, of Richibucto, New Bruanswick. and Jous W.
SaitH, Esq., P. M., Amberst, Nova Scotia, haye kindly consented 10 act
as ugents for the Journal of Education for their respegtive provinces.

Tre County WaRDEY '
And Municipal Officers’. Assistant. By Taomas S. SHensTON,
Esq., J. P., Woodstock. 1851. 8vo., pp. 111.

This publication prezent one of the mosts complete and admirably-arranged
synopsis of municipal acts and muvicipal duties ever published in Canada.
The parliamentary ‘“rules,’” on pages Y7-99, together with the **forms’’
oi pages 101-1U5, are invaluable to the members of the county and town-
ship municip lities ; while the *“ tables.” and ** ready reckoner,” on pages
106-111, will save an’ immense deal of very tedious labour on the part of
county and township clerks. This portion of the work would also be of
great service to conmman school trustees, in enabling themn to make out
their rate bills easily and expeditiously. We cordially recommend it.

A TREATISE ON ARITHMETIC, . S
In Theory and Practice. National Series. pp. 388.

Reaping TaBLET Linssons @
The First Rc_ading Book. 33 sheets.

Authorised by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada, and published by
Brewea, McPuaiL & Co. . . ]

The character of these publications is aiready firmly established. The
only objections we have heard urged ngainst them is the frail nature of tae
binding. ‘This complaint having been formally laid before the Council of
Pubtic Instruction, a letter was addressed to the publishers on the subject,
The reply cannot but be sa:isfactory. ltisas foliows :—

“ We received your connmunication of the 9th instant, containing a copy of a letter
from a gentleman, asking to be furnished with explanations concerning certain cor-
;»'mims made in said letter, in order to lay them before the Council. We have now the
louour of- comnplying with the reques'. .

*'T'he first complaint made, is, that the linding of the National Eooks ¢is so frail that
they literally drop to pieces with a few months use.’ . . . b

** There arc tive or six houses in Canada publishing the National Series, aud we believe,
or rather have heard, that sowe editions are exported from the United States. Our
editions being in general circulation, to supersede them the prices were lowered by other
publieners ; in order therefore to keep our works in circulation, we were compelled to
sell them at the reduced raies, consequently the books could not be as well bound as if
a betier renrineration could be obtained. “I'his-is thesfirst complaint of that natire we
have had. Ve Lind our schodl Leoks as firm and ag strong as the qompeting price will
adwit of. If persons will have chenp hooks, they ihust not expect the sawe quality
as those for which a fair price is paid.  We do vot know, however, nor does the cain-

lainant state, that the * huudreds ot books” were of our publication ; they might have
een of any of the five other publishers, We sell large quantities of our publications in
sheets 1o various persous in Canada, who bind them thewselves ; thus, you will perceive,
whilst there are s0 inany publishing and hinding, we caunot be held generally tesponsible.

* We regret that it should be necessary to complain of our works, if they are at fault
in this respect ; and we do not know how otherwise 10 mneet the wishes of your corres-
poudeut, than to have a quantity of each of the National Books tound in a superior
manner for the use of the schools. We will do so. 'T'he price of course will be more
than the present rates, and vet they will e within the limits fixed by the Couneil.
Should therefore your correspondent or others desire strongly bound books, we will sup-

iy them. o
b 4 Cowplaint second is directed particularly to o#r publication, and it is in regard to
+errors and misprints’ In the small Arithunetic. 'This appears to_be the case. yet our
copy is au exact ranscript ot the Dublin edition, word for word, figure for figure, We
have before us the Irish editon ; we find the quicstions the same as fu ours—the answera
also. We turn 10 the trizh Key, and we find the answers given in it to correspond with
those produced from the questions, as in the Arithinetic.  We find the answers given by
your correspondent to be correct, yet differing from those given in the Key. The *errors
and wisprinis’ have crept into the Dublin edition ; ours, being an exaci copy. has the
the snme. A gentleinnn who has worked through the whole ook intends handjng us,
this mo6rning, u corrected copy. We will have aill the errors hronght tefore our notice
YE'mO\'el! 3 and we trust that luture ediions will be satisfactory in this and in every other
respect.’”

OrriciaL Documests Rrcrivip.—We have to acknowledge the
receipt of the following Official Reports and Documents at the Edu-
catjon Office : —

1. RepcrT ON THRE Sr
=

L8 ¢F Nova ScoTtia, 1€50. €vo., pp. 128. By the Super-
intendeat ot il S

atwll,

James Willlam Dauson, Esq.

2. FoURTEFXTH ASNNUAL REPCRT oF Tue Massacwsztrs’ BoaRp oF EvocasioN,
Wieit Rev,ad OF THE SLCRETARY. 8v0., pp. 146 and ixiv.
Rev. Lr. B. Sears,

3. AN A n 1 Arrpongee, Excorraar, axp Fonr: rue FoRMATION, &c., or PUB-

130 juaBRALILS N MARSACHUBET TS, JDul. VG, Poe o .
e ,}ufm T Wright, g
R

4. AcTs RELATING TO TEE PuUBLIC Bcmools
pp. 7. .
5. REPORT OF THS CCOMMISSIONER OF Pusiic Scnnots, RHoDE 1arLaND, 1850, €vo., pp. 8.
6. RePorT ON THE PooR aND Insane 18 Ruobe Istanp, 1851. By Thomas R.
Hazard. 8vo., pp. 119. :
. Hon, G. R. Potter.
7. 8rcoND ANNCAL Rerort on Tae Commonx ScHOOLS or Vermont, 1847. 8vo.,

pp. 52. .

‘8. CIRCULAR TO THE TowN SuPERINTENDENTS 0¥ VERMONT. 1
tendent, April, 1850. 8vo., pp. 8. ¢ - By the State Supert-

8. Firrit ANvAL REPORT oN THE CoMMon 8crooLg.or VERXONT, ‘1550. §vo., pp.48.

" 10. AN AcT To PROVIDE POR THE LpucaTioN or YouTH, AND THE FOURTH ANNUAL
Rr;.rowr or THE §scnmnv OF Tix BOARD OF EDUCATION, STATE oF Maixg,
1€59. Bvo., pp. 52 & L& .
’ Hom. E, M. Thurston,

11. REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT or PurLic Scnoors, Nuw JzRrugy, 1849,
&vo., pp. 312,
12. REPURT 0F THE STATE 3UP'T OF PUBLIC ScHooLs, New JERSEY, 1850, 8vo., pp. 113,
Hon. Theodore F. King.
or GiRARD COLLEGE FOR ORPHANS,

or Ruopx Istanp, &ec., 1847. 8vo,

13. FirsT REPorT oF Tuk BoarD of DiRcTors
&c., 1848. &vo., pp. 48.

14. 8ecosp DITTO
15, ‘THIRD DITTO

DITTO -
DITTO

DITTO, 1849; 8vo., pp. 54.

piTTO,  1850. 8vO., pp. 48.
Hon. William H. Allen.

16. ScuooL Lsws or PENNSYLVANIA,, WITH INSTRUCTIONS, &e., 1849. 8vo., pp. 135.
17. SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT oF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT op PENNSYLVANIA,

149’5 . 8vo., pp. 75.
Hoa. 4. L. Russell.

18. AxxvaL REPORT or THE Séckanu OF STATE ON THE ConpiTioN. or CoMMON
' Scacoers or THE STATE UF OHio, 1830, 8vo., pp. 112,
. g © Hon. Henry D. King. -
- 19, MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR oF THE STaTE oF ILLiNGIR, 1851, 8vo., pp. 23.
) . H. Gegan, Esg.
' 90, MinuTes 6F tne MoniciearL Councit o THE COUNTY OF YORK, January, 1851,

4t0. pp. 48. . .

] ) o Tie County Clerk, .
" 21. A PriMary AsTRONOMY. By Rev. lliram Mattison, 851’-' 12mo., pp. 168, .
. . : Author. ' '

he Aut

22. MaNUEL GENERAL DR L'IxsTRrcTion PRIMAIRE, JOURNAL HEZpoMIDAmRE DEs
InsTivureves, Paris, 1851, 4to., pp. 12 . .

23. Revue pe LINsTRUCTION PUBLIQUE EN FRaNCE £T DANS LES Pavs ETRaNagRe.
Recueil Mensuel. Paris, 1851. 4to., i)p. 16.

Journar d'Epvcation.—Cette feuille, publiee dans le Hant-
Canadla, remplit tovjours habilement sa mission Toujours ellerenferme
quantité de matidres trés instructives et trés intéressames Ceux gui
sont familliers avec la langue anglaise devraient se la procurer —Le
Moviteur. Canadien. : .

Le Journal & Educalion du Haut-Canada nous parait bien remplir sa
missjon et nous pouvons le recommander vivement a ceux qui lisent
l'anglais et s’intéressent aux matitres dont il traite. Le prix de
Pabonnemert n’est que 5 chelins par année.—Le Semenr Canadien

Special Acknowledgments on behalf of the Journal of Education.

From the Clerk of the County of Peterboro’, . £21 12s. €d.; Clerk, County of
Carleton, £21 11s. 3d.; Clerk, County of Norfolk, £8 15s. 0d.; County’ Clerk,
Sandwich, £1 5. 0d.; I'. W, Nash, Esq., £1 13s8. 6d.; Clerk, Township of Water-
loo, £210s 0d; J. W. Smith, Erq., Amberst, Nova Scotia, £1 0s. ud.; Rev. R.
A. Temple, Richibucto,” N. B., £2 10s. 0d.; Clerk, Towtshlp of Osnebruck,
£3 138. 0d.;. Clerk, Township of Woolwich, £1 10s. Cd.; Board of Trustees, tamilwon,
£3 ; Board of ‘Trustees, Prescott, £1; A. Macdonnell, Esq., £I; Rev.T. J. Hod-
skin, £i13s. 0d.: Rev. J. Portecus, £1; Mre. J. L. Biggar, £1 8s. 04.; D. P.
Macdonald, Esq., £115s.; Rev. J. Baizd, £1 156.; Benj. Hayter, Esq., R. N., £1 13s.

CHOOL WANTED, by. 2 Teacher who has attended the
= Normal School. Salary, about £75. Respectable references can be
given. :Address, (post paid,) to L. W.. Box 9, Post Office, Torpnto.

N. B. A School'in the County of York would be preferred.
“7 ANTED a qualified Tracner for School Section No. 3,
McGillivray. Apply to James BARBER, SecretaryTrustee.
.. st April. : .

NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS.
JUST PUBLISHED,

(BY AUTHORITY OF THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION YOR UPPER CANADAL)
‘ ‘s d.

A Treatise on Arithmetic in Theory and Practice. Price, per doz., 22 6
Sequel o 20d Book of Lessons, per doz., secesccescscacacss 60
HE Subscribers keep constantly on hand a lsrge supply of the
authorised editions of the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and $th Book of Lessons ;

18t Arithmétic, Lennie’s, Kirkham’s, and National Grammars; Morse’s

Geography, &c.
BREWER, McPHAIL, & Co.,
. 46, King Street, Eust, Toronto.
April 24, 1851, ’
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