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“IfI forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its canning.”—Ps. 137, v. 3.

SERMON,

To the Sabbath School Children of St. Johw's
Chuychy Melennan’s Mountuin, Victew s by
the ltev. Wiiliam Stewart, Pustor of the
Congregation.

“Turvy that seck me early, shall find me.”’—
ROVEKRs Vitl. 17 (lust ciause).

WueN a good promise is made to us, we

Naturally ask ourselves, * Hua the promiver

n his power to hestow what he really pro-
Wises, and can reliance be putin his fi lelity ?
e are taught this caution from what we
naw of man, and from some dealings we
Mmay have had with him. We know that there
are men in the world, whose promises would
ave no effect upan us, because we know full
well that their promises are equal to no pro-
Taises at all. Oftentimes they promise what
18 far bevond their means to give ; and, often-
times, when really making promises, they
ave no intention of ever fullilling them.
uch is not at all the nature, nor the ways of
MM who makes the promise in the text,
at “They tha seek me early, shall finl
Me.” It i3 not at all a being conceived in
tn, brought forth in iniquity, and liable to
Yiell to every breeze that blows, that causes
to full on our ears,—in onr mad career, natu-
Taliy, to everlasting destruction, past all the
ObJects placel on the way to arrest us,—the
Bracious words contained in our text. Itis
Done other than the personil Wisdom of Go |,
otg Word of G, the Wisdom of God, or,in
er worils, the Christ of God. Many a kind
ﬂ“mlse He has mde to unworthy beings,

a0y a promise e daily still makes, and all|

that Tle made. and that He is still making,
will he fulfille:d in Hlis own good time.

Let us now, my dear youny friends, come
to consiler the promise contained in the
text, in the following order:

L The object we are to seck after.

II. When are we exhorted to seek Him.

1L How we are to seek Him.

IV. The encouragement given for seeking
Him.

According to this arrangement, then, let ua
first look to the olject we shouldl seek after.
There is nothing more certain than that young
people must be looking to certain objects
alwavs, and expecting to derive from them
some happiness. or rather some gratification
to their unhallowel desires and carnal appe-
tites. [f they look not to the rizht object, it
matters not much to what they loak, for all
things else will be sure to deceive ani disap-
point them, and drive them away from them-
selves to more gaily painted ohjects, which,
when they reach them, ton, will prove wholly
destitute of what was anticipated from them.
We are not to be unlerstoo:l as maintaining
that nothing good nor pleasant 1s to be found
in any of God's creatures. God created no,
creature without assigning to it some use,
There is no creature but may be turned for.
the use of min. Bat they are only pood
when usedl properly, an | when they come as
the accomp:niments of the one thing needful ;
they are g»o0d, anld con lucive to redl happis
ness (8o far as it can be pro-luced by perishing
objects), when they come as the ful ilmeat of
that promise made bv Him who cannot lie;
« Seek ve first the k'vglom of Gud and
His righteousness, ar:d all other things shall



43 TIE MONTBLY RECORD OF

be added unto you.” There is no class of
mankind that is more apt, than the young, to
allow their affections to flow forth towards
objects from which they should be entirely
kept, and to allow themselves to be drawn
away by the examples of others—net to that
which 1s pleasing in the sight of God, but to
what is quite the reverse. The youthful mind
is vigorous and restless—ever busy forming
plans tor self-aggrandisement, for renown,
and for happiness. It imagines honey to be
in every flower that the mind can paint, and
whose feigned beauty in the least attracts the
eye. But, when time and strength are spent
in endeavouring to gain possession of them,
they see how vain the attempt was. When
they do stretch forth their hand to lay hold
of them, they find them to be altogether
shadows. Others, farther advanced in years
and experience, than the young can be, know,
from their own dear-bought experience, that
honey is not in every flower. They often
laugh at you, seeking, with all your heart, for
that which disappointed themselves, and put
past them more real and lasting happiness
which they might have had, had they spent
their time in quest of it with as much zeal as
they did in quest of other things. We must
not think that others acted wisely in following
the course they did, though they may have
seen, at last, the vanity of all earthly things,
and found God in Christ to be their portion.
Many of them, alas! commenced and ended
life’s journey, who never tasted nor saw that
God was good ; and who, in their last mo-
ments, when life’s struggle was about being
o'er, and the soul, as it were, refusing to leave
8 less miserable abode for a more miserable
one, mizht be heard, with broken accents and
gasping breath, asking this question: “ Who
will show us any good?” We would not
wish you, dear young friends, to follow their
example, nor to get thrust upon you their
reward. Take heed, then, to your ways in
time. In the course of a few years, you will
be old, and, if you neglect seeking Christ
new, though you may get Him in old age, you
cannot say that you sought Him when you
were young, nor that you enjoyed the happi-
ness resulting from knowing your blessed
Lord and Saviour in early life. " Loak, then,
to the object that, in our text, is placed be-
fore us.

Let us now look to the object to be sought
above all others. Were we to cast our eve
on this object, and to follow Him through
every state and circumstance under which
sacred history places Him, we could not make
mention of a thousandth part of what is told
ug concerning Him, in such a short period
a8 we have on such an occasion as the pre-
sent. Our remarks, then, concerning this,
the most glorious of all Beings. must neces-
sarily be very brief. This Being lived an
eternity of time ere man was ¢reated, He is

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAXD

ness of His Father's glory, and the express
image of His person. He is the object o
worship and praise to angels and archangels,
to cherubim and serzphim, who are unceas-
ingly proclaiming His worthiness to * receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honor, and glory, and blessing.” MHow
pleasant it is to contemplate liim in a state
of glory! But had He remained in a state
of glory, without ever assuming our nature,
this promise—* They that seek me early shall
find me”-~would never have been given us.
‘There was a period in the history of man
when such a promise as is given in our text
would have been altogether unintelligible.
Man was-created in a holy and happy state,
and then always enjoying sweet communion
and fellowship with &od. Consequently, he
had no occasion to seek the Lord; the Lord
was always found of him. But when man
sinned in breaking the covenant God made
with him for himself and all his posterity,
that sin caused to exist in man estrangement
from, and enmity to, God. Ever since that
dreadful act, which caused the earth to groan
and travail —which cast a deep gloom over
heaven, and which, humanly speaking, dis-
arranged the plans and counscls of eternity—
man has been more apt to run away from
God than to seek to come near Him. As
soon as he sinned, he showed symptoms of
estrangement from God. But to heal up the
breach made by sin between man and God,
Christ left the glories of heaven and came to
this earth. He assumed our nature. He
was born of & woman, made under the law,
that He might redeem those who were under
the curse of the law. Scarcely was the an-
nouncement of His birth rightly made, when
plans were formed to take away His life.

ut, through the guidance of Him who often

leadeth Ilis people in a way they know not,

His parents were apprised how the child’s
life might be preserved. His work on earth
had to be finished to the full satisfaction of
the requirements of God’s justice. Nothing
could frustrate the designs of Christ's mis-
sion to earth until He himself exclaimed, ¢ It
is finished,” and gave up the ghost. He
spent 2 life of toil, of triul, of hardship, of
roverty; for He had no where to lay His
head, IHe was a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief of the most exquisite na-
ture. e endured the reproaches of men—
the eontradiction of sinners; evil accusations
were innocently laid to His charge; He was
blasphemed, scourged, spat upon, clothed
with a scarlet robe to mark Him out as an
object of ridicule and scorn, and His temples
were torn with a thorny erown. At last He
was put to death on the cross, where He
suffered the wrath of God against sinners,
and ‘where He was constrained to exclaim,
%My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me ?”  He had to make * His grave with the

of the same substance, and equal, in power i wicked and the rich in His death, hecause
and glory, to the Father. He is the bright- | He had done no violence, neither was any

I
H
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deceit in His mouth.” He rose again from
the grave, and ascended into heaven to the
ather’s right hand : “ Him God hath exalt-
with His right hand to be a Prince and

A Saviour, to give rcpentance to Israel, and
Orgiveness of sins.” He died to atone for
the sins of 2l believers, and rose again to
Elead their cause at God’s right hand in
eaven. [le is there exercising, in behalf of
every one who believeth in Him, His three-
fold " medintorial office. This, then, is the
od of your salvation. This is He who alone
®an save you, both from the power and guilt
8in. No one can obtain the favor of God
®Xeept thronugh the merits of this Being.
very sacrifice for sin, except the sacrificing
of Christ of Himself, will be of no avail to
Y8. Though we could bring with us thou-
®nds of rams and ten thousands of rivers of
il —though we were to give our first-born
Or our transgression, the fruit of our
body for the sin of our soul, we could not
Purchase salvation with them all. But this
18 purchased already by Christ. All we have
%0 do is to accept of it 'as offered to us in the
ospel. This is He who has the keys of
€aven and of hell. He admits into the
ormer all who seek after Him in sincerity
And in truth, and banishes into the latter, to
€ punished for ever along with the devil
&nd his angels, all the slothful, disobedient
:nd disbelieving. Look with faith to Him,
en, my dear young friends, in the various
Ways in which we have placed Him before
OU. You cannot behold Him with your
odily eyes, but pray in all carnestness to
o od to enable you, through the enlightening
. tlis Spirit, to see Christ with the eve of
Alth, that, savingly believing in Him, you
:}‘3’ rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of

wn- When are we exhorted to seek Him?
€ must seek Him early.

rel(_):j all the works th:'xt man can think of,
th 1g10n, as he thinks, is that which requires
me least time, attention and trouble. Nothing
aXes him think so, but his own averseness
O begin the work. Naturally, he has no
f‘“? to put his hand to anything that is
.asing in the sight of God, and that benefits
18 own goul. He denies not that he will
a¥e to turn his attention to the impor-
pant concerns of his own soul before his de-
'e}ture out of this world, but promises him-
o abundance of time, and more favourable
ogportumues for doing so. And the longer
\vilel puts off seeking Christ, the more difficult
wor 1t bg for him to find Christ, and, whichis
n Se still, the less chance will there be of his
out 18;,,.’, Him. The longer he lives here with-
ec rist, the more hardened in sin does he
ercme’ and the more painful he feels the
eshe Struggle for the mastery, between the
of s (li:"d the spirit, when he really thinks
eeking Christ. How importantis it, then,
lite e%‘“ the principal duty of life in early
» before the heart becomes enslaved by

vice, and the conscience so seared, through
the frequent commission of sin, that it lifts
not its voice in rebuking the sinner, when
violating the laws of God, and working out
death eternal for his own soul. Youth is the
season when there is less care, and when, if
desirous, one can, without any distraction,
serve the Lord. Young people generally
have others to provide for their daily wanta,
and to furnish them with all things conducive
to their comfort. Parents have they to in-
struct them in the fear of the Lord, and te
keep them to their duty. They watch over
their moral culture. They reprove them when
they do wrong, and tell them of the conse-
quences of their conduct. And, if they seek
not, and find not, Christ, at such a stage of
their existence, how can they expect to seek
Him, or to find Him, when deprived of all
the forementioned helps? Soon, perhaps,
some of you will have to leave your parental
roofs, and go forth into the world, where you
will have to earn your own bread, and the
other necessaries of life, the best way you can.
There, you will be exposed to all sorts of evil
temptations and bad example, without any
one to care for your spiritual condition, or
warn you of the danger to which you are
rushing forward. And, if you go forth into
the world without having received Christ,
you need not expect that you can long stand
against the strong current of the evil that is
in the world. But, if you have Christ, who
can be against you? This friend is powerful,
kind, and will never forsake you. Parents,
through course of time, will be taken from
vou, but Christ will never leave you, nor for-
sake you. The power of indwelling sin may,
almost against your will, compel you to com-
mit sin, but Christ’s grace, if sought, will be
made sufficient for you.

Do not think, either, that old ageis a good
time for seeking the Lord. Though you
were to be told that old age is more favour-
able for seeking and finding Christ, where is
old age promised to any one? Have you
not seen people younger than yourselves,
and people of your own age, too, cut down
by the keen scythe of death? And no
one can say but that some of you may be
the next that will stumble over the brink
of time into the lap of eternity. What guar-
antee have vou that it will not be said to you:
“This night thy soul shall berequired of you ?”
It may be that the arrow that will stick in
your vital parts, and deprive you of life, is no
great distance from you.  And, ifit come, and
find you without Christ, what a miserable
cxit you will have! and what a miserable
eternity you will enter on! Can you really
expect, yourselves, at the last moments of
your life, that Christ will accept you, after
spending your lifetime in doing faithful ser-
vice to his adversary, the devil? You will
fear to accept of the terrible reward of your
doings, and fear and necessity will compel
you to call for mercy upon your soul, Is it
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consistent with reason to think that Christ
will take the dregs of life? You, yourselves,
would not accept of such from a fellow-crea-
ture. You would not like to tuke what could
not be kept from you, nor what others would
rot have. Ifow can you expecet, then, that
Christ will have what Satan cares not about
receiving? Satan, himself, cares not about
having the feeble eflorts that wan can put
forth wlen tottering on the brink of the
grave, and his brain reeling in his head,
through the dotage of old age. What can
then be made, i3 nothing short of mockery;
for, as a general rule, they know nct what
they do. 'The tongue may be going like that
‘of a parrot, but the reason is deranged, and
the Leart feels nothing about the great con-
cerns of eternity. And, though they thus
«draw near to"God with their lips, while, as it
auay be said, their hearts are far from Him,
can He accept of them with pleasure? No;
-on the con'rary, we are assured that such is
an abomination in Hissight. The opinion of
some pious divines is, that few, indeed, are
they who are converted, or who find Christ,
after they are past 30 years of age. They
‘come to form such an opinion from their
carefully observing the fruits that men pro-
‘duced 1n the diflerent stages of life. Tloes
net such un announcement as this startle you ?
Take heed, I beseech you, lest it prove too
true in your behalf. You have a long jourrey
to make, before you reach 50 years, yet. DBut
let not your youth, and your fair prospects of
a long life, encourage you to be cold and in-
-different about seeking Christ. Seeck Him
this moment, and continue in His love, and
in His commandmnents, all the'days of your
Aappointed time. If you sit under the preach-
ing of the Gospel, year after year, though the
time be not extended to 30 years, without
finding Christ, I tremble to say it, there can
be but little hopes of your soul’s salvation
after that. Every time you hear the Gospel
messoge declared unto you, adds to your con-
demnation, if you profit not by it. Itissure
to be either ¢ a savour of death unto death, or
a savour of life unto life.”

. At present, you enjoy far better opportuni-
ties for seeking, and for finding Christ, than
you can expect to have in old age, though
you may be spared to seeit. But, reckon not
too much on that. If you be spared to be old
and deciepit, vou may be so situated that you
cannot even hear the glad tidings of the Gos-
pel of peace. You cannot make your way to
the house of God to hear the word preached.
And, though you may have strength of limbs
to carry you, you may not prefit much there-
by, for your hearing may become so defective
that you can scarcely distinguish one word
from another. How many, even in this con-
gregation, and whom vou know full well,
come up to the house of God as regularly as
the Sabbath returns, and who return to their
homes deploring that they could not hear
but a word now und then. Andif they have
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neglected to seek the Lord ere deafness
seized them, how great are the disadvantages
they have now to contend with, in re-
deeming the time they have spent in doing
the will of the flesh.

Again, you may have your hearing acute
enough in old age, but your eye-sight will be
sure to fail. You may not be able then to
Liear the Word preached. You cannot read
the Word yourselves. Ministers, however
anxious, cannot visit you but very seldon.
And if you ask others,—even though they be
the nearest to you in kin,—to read a portion
of God’s Word for your edification, they will
grudge to do it for you. ln their opinion,
they will have plenty else to attend to. This
will be their excuse for not complying with
your request. whether they have plenty to do
or not. By that time, you will have outlived
your usefulness; and, consequently, others
will not care about having trouble with you.
Will that be a favorable season, think you,
for seeking the Lord?

III. How are we to seek the Lord? We
must seek Him by reading His Word, and
by seeking to know sumething of Him every
way we can. Some knowledge of God may
be obtained from other sources than His
Word: “ All His works speak of Him and
praise Him.” The Apostle Paul tells us that
“ the invisible things of 1lim from the crea-
tion of the world are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things that are made, even
His -eternal power and Godhead.” 'I'he
Psalmist likewise tells us that *“the heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament
sheweth His handiwork ; day unto day utter-
eth speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge.” * All His works praise Him.”
But, being slow to understand, we can learn
but little of God from the book of nature.
We can learn nothing at all concerning how
we are to seek the Lord and to find Him.
But the blessed God, to meet our ignorance
and our wants, revealed Himself to man, and
taught him plainly what was necessary for
his salvation. In the Bible, then, you have
this precious knowledge bequeathed to you.
You must read it often with devout attention,
remembering always that it is the Word of
God, and the only rule given you to direct
you how you may glorify and enjoy Him. It
sets before you all that is necessary for you
to know concerning God—all the knowledge
that will be requisite to make you wise unto
salvation. It sets before vou all your duties
to God and man. It is the key that opens
to your view the rich stores of heaven, and
that tells you that they are all treasured up
by God for you, if you seek them of Him im
the appointed way. You could not even have
the slightest conception of the bliss and
glories of heaven—the special abode of God,
of angels, and spirits of just men made per-
fect— without t{le Bible. Were a property
bequeathed to us by any rich friend upon
earth, we would like to see the will, and to
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read it as often as we could have an oppor-
tunity. There is a precious legacy left you
by Christ, and the Bible is the will where
you are informed of the amount of property
eft you. If you are spiritually healthy,—
that is, having a huugering and thirsting
after righteousness,—you cannot keep fiom
often reading the Word of God. Itis the
life of the soul, when blessed to it. Without
it the soul cannot live: * Man cannot live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceed-
eth cut of the mouth of God,” It is this
that is sweet, yea, sweeter than honey from
the honey-comb, tu the well-informed Chuis-
tian’s taste. 'Thereis sucha thing as a general
acquaintance with the Bible, with-ut having,
alung with it, the grace of God. With much
wisdom of this nature is much grief; aud
“he that increaseth knowledge increaseth
sorrow.” e knows that his privileges and
his gifts, if not rightly improved in glorify-
ing God, will add to his condemnation at
fast. But let not this discourage you from
eeking to be well informed in your Bibles.
You can have grace al-ng with it if you trust
In God. “The Lord will give grace and
glory: no good thing will He withhald from
them that walk uprightly.” Christ says:
“ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, He will give it you.” Seck, then,
howledge of God, and seek grace along
with it. ~Seek the Lord in coming regularly
to the house of God to hear the Word preach-
ed, for this is the most powerful vutward
Means that can be employed for your salva-
tion, Seek the Lord in attending the Sab-
th Schoel, and wishing, in all earnestness,
that the blessing of G d may descend upim
all your teachers and all pupils—that the in-
®truction given and received may indeed
make you wise unto salvation. Many a young
ane like yourselves, when abut t. leave this
world, could lock back with delight t» the
8abbath School where they first learned a
#aving knowledge of God. 'And with»ut that
Babbath School, the might have been with-
out a knowledge of God at all. It is a nur-
“8ery where children are trained up, and every
8oud precept inculcated upon them, with a
View to their fitness fur being at last trans-
lanted, as trees of righte usness, to the
ingdom of God above. Esteem highly,
‘then, your privilege in this respect. And let
1 be your endeavor to get others, who may
Rot know, as yet, the benefits resulting from
8 Sabbath School, to come with you, that,
ough inur feeble efforts, the number of
Christ’s children may be increased, and fed
With the milk of the Word.
ou must seek the Lord in prayer. There
re various ways in which a prayer_can be
offereq up. Some pray fine prayers with their
D8, when their hearts feel nothing of what
ey say. God cannot accept of such a pray.
€f from any one; neither can He bestow, in
':i!iawer to such prayer, the requests made of
m.  To pray on’ this wise, is to-be guilty
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of a very daring attemyt ¢» deceive G d—to
m ck His nume with vain h n urs. Pe~ple
canbe el quent in prayer—can even pray with
an angei’s t ngue, and have not a spark of the
grace - £ G .dintbem. Doy uremember the
prayer that the Paarisee tlered up t» Gud?
ile was a learned man, and had o great flow
«f speech, aud ¢ -uld lay . ut hisideas in well-
rounded sentences. But he prayed nit
thr.ugh the spirit «f grace an'l supplicati-n.
Be ye nit ready to julge y ur stature in
grace from the tluency ~f specen, and from
the multiplicity - f words, in prayer.

Fervent and effectual prayer can be +fiered
up to Gd i few words. Lok at the poor,
despised and illiterate publican ¢ ing up te
the temple t» pray. e felt himself pressed
dawn with the en..rmous burden of sin.  He
knew nat very well what tsay. liehad bus
few words to say on that vccasion, alt-gether.
His prayer bore no comparison, in style and
fnish, to the eliquently worded prayer of the
Pharisee. But the publican spoke whet he
felt. In his prayer, t 1o, was embodied all that
one could mention in prayer. ¢ God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner,” came from a broken and
contrite spirit, and was heard and answered
by Gd. Gud always hears such prayers, and
answers them. You may learn, from the pat-
tern of prayer offered up by the publican, that
it matters n-t how short your prayers may be,
if they be sincere.

Fervent and effectual prayer can be offered
up to God, without the organ of speech being
employed at all. Prayer is defined, in our
Shorter Catechism, as being “ an offering up
of our desires unt» God, for things agrenuble
t» His will” You can pray, then, when you
have not an opportunity to speak. You can
pray in the mst crowded assembly, withoud
giving utterance to a word, or with ‘ut others
knowing that you are praying at all. You
may pray, when empl :yed in vur every-day
work. You may be faithfully discharging
your duty to your earthly master, and, at the
same time, be praying, in faith,to G:d. The
deaf-mute can pray to God. He can put
forth his desires, from the heart, t» G)d, and
Gud, who lnoks to the heart, hears his pray-
ers. Is it not a blessing that those who can-
not speak t» man, can speak to G>d—make
their requests known to Gad, and hope to
have their prayers heard and answered! We
have accounts, in Scripture, of fervent pray-
ing in the spirit, where there was not a word
spoken. * Hannah spake in her heart; only
her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.”
Jonah prayed in the whale!s belly. We can-
not expect that he spake, but that he put
forth a desire t» Gand to deliver him. You
see, then, that there are various ways in which
prayer can be offered up, and if they are sin-
i:?re& they are an effectual secking of the

srd.

But, if you pray not at all, whatever else
you do, you are certainly not seeking the
Lord, nor have you any desire to seck Him.
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‘Reading y~ur Bibles, coming to Church, at-
tending Sabbath-schacl, cannot be of any
bunefit t your soul, if you do not pray—not
naw and the:1, whea yu are ecompelled te say
a few words in the shape of prayer, to quiet
your upbraiding conscience, hut regularly
—every morning and evening, at least.
FPrayer is the &'gn that there is life in the soul.
It you ds n«t pray, you must be still dead in
trespasses and in sin.  You show that you
have nn feeling of your need of anything that
-comes through' prayer. You show that you
are blind, and are not aware of the danger
that enc mpasses you on your life’s journey.
You have enemies, strong, and without num-
ber, that daily aim to get possession of your
soul. It is the greatest fully, un your part, to
think to be able to withstand them, in your
awn strength. Prayer is the mnst effectual
weap-u that you can use for resisting them.
It is not only a prwerful weapon in itself, but
is als., if I may use the analogy, the telegra-
phic wire that hangs between’ the heart of
man and God’s throne, in heaven, on which
messages flee, as fast as thought can give
then: existence, to the armoury of God, for a
«<amplete supply of the weapens «f God'’s in-
dignation, to put to flight all the enemies of
the soul.

* Satan trembles when he rees
The weakest saint upon his knees.”

TRemember, then, to pray withnut ceasing, to
God, who will give you, through the medium
of prayer, every blessing from abuve.

IV. The encouragement given for seeking
Him—*They thatseek me early shall find me.”

In speaking on this head of the discourse, I
must be brief, as I fear that I have tresspass-
ed considerably, already, on your time and
patience. To {ay before you, then, the en-
couragement given for seeking the Lord, I
shall notice several instances where these who
sought the Lord found Him.

You remember, I doubt not, something of
the story of the Prodigal Son, of whose un-
seemly conduct we have an account in the
‘Gospel by Luke. He left his father's house,
and went to a far-off country. There, he
wasted all his goods in riotous’living. But,
‘when he came to himself, that is, when he se-
riausly theught of the state to which he re-
duced himself, and of the misery he would
have to cndure in that state, he resulved to

o to his father, confessing to him his faults.

fow did the father receive him?  1)id he turn
uway his face, in anger, from him? Nn, he
ran to meet him, when he saw and knew him
to be his son that was lost. He took him to
his house, fed, clothed, and put shoes on his
feet, and remembered not his sins against
him. This is intended to teach us God’s wil-
lingness to accept of all who scek Him, Josi-
ah, while young and tender, sought the Lord,
and found Him. And how many instances,
in the hnck of Psalms, have we, where we are
inf rmed of David’s seeking and finding the
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Lord. He said, “ For I said, in my haste, I
am cut off from befcre thine eyes! neverthe-
less, thou heardest the voice of my supplica-
tions when I cried unto thee.” “I songht
the Lord, and He hsard me, and delivered e
from all my fears.” * This pror man ecried,
and the Lord heard him, and delivered him
out «f all his troubles.” Jonah cried, in the
whale’s belly, unto the Lord, and the Lord
him, and delivered him. And, ia later ages,
men s:ught the Lord, and found Him.  How
many do we read of, in the New Testament,
thatsought uuts Christ,and found Him, asthey
wished Him to regard them. All the sick, the
lame, the halt, and the maimed, that went to
Christ, in the days of His humiliation, found
a cure for their troubles.  And many sought
Him in behalf uf those near and dear to them,
and He was found of them, too. The male-
factor on the eross sought the Lord, and
found Him. He never sent any one away.
He is to-day as able and willing, and as near
at hand, as He was then, for Heis ¢ the same
yesterday, to-day, and forever.” His promises
are as good to people now as they were then,
and shall continue to be s» to the end of
time. D> you not see, then, that the fault
lies not with Christ, if any ~f you live and die
without an interest in Him? He is more wil-
ling to accept of you, than you can be to re-
ceive Him as He is offered to you. Be
not guilty cf charging God with a lie, which
you do if you are living here saying to youre
selves that you can obtain happiness in walk-
ing aceording to your own ways, and not the
ways of God. 1t is easy for you to be thue
bold and self-wise aslong as God’s wrath and
judgment are kept back from y.u by His long-
suffering patience and His delight in meroy.
But the time soon comes when the vials of
His wrath must be poured out upon your
head, and whither can you luok for pratec-
tion then, or what excuse can you bring for-
ward? You must then be silent—without a
word.  Your eondemners, then, will be many
and, among them, this sermon will rise up to
condenn you. And, how galling to you it
must be to know that your misery is the re-
sult of your own unbelief and disobedience.
Seek, then, the Lord early, that you may find
Him, and in Him you will have everything.

B * L

The Use of Instrumental Aid in
Public Praise.

( Continued,)

Evipexce has been adduced to show that ine
Strumental aid in public praise is anthorized by
the Word of God. Arrangements made by in-
Spired prophets, suech as David, Solomon and
Ezra, are fully entitled to he eonsidered as of
Divine appointment. At the time of the second
reformation of the Jewish Church, effected by the
Rood king Hezekiah, these arrangements were
restored. in all their pristine glory,—their resto-

ration being recorded as a striking evidenee of
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his zeal for purity of worship. After the captiri-
ty. when Ezra reformed the Church for the third
ime, this ancient method of cenducting the
F,”:‘Sgs of the thousands of Israel was re-estab-
Ished.

It has Leen observed that many of the titles of

he Psalins, as well as their matter, declare that :

ey were compbsed for, and intended to be used
with, an instrumental accompaniment. In many
cases, the particulat kind of instruments is spe-
tified. Some of the terms are considetéd ur-
transiateable, but Hebrewscholats seem to agrée
that the terms. mahalath, neginoth, mnehiloth,
sheminith and shushan must be tnderstood to re-
fer to particular instruments for which the Psalm
was adapted. Qesinius is of opinion that the
word selak, which oceurs so often in the Psalms,
indicates a pause, Auring which the instruments
performed a symphony.

Three series of courses were appointed by Da-
¥id to ¢onduct the service of the Jevish sahctuary
“the courses of the priests, the singers and the
porters. The appointment of the secand of these
will be found in the 25th chapter of 15t Chronicles.
That these courses were observed in the time of
our Lord, may be inferred from the statement of

ke concerning Zechariah, that he executed the
priest’s office before God, in the orde: of his
tourse. It is natural to infer fro o this that the
tourses of singers were also atthis time in exist-
ence. Nu evidence, however, of the continued
e of instrumental aid in public worship, dur-
Ing the time of our Lord ang H.s Apostles, is re-
Quired, as, while the temple worship was solem-
Dized, it must have been conducted actording to
the method prescribed by God.
hat objections might be urged against the
foregoing exposition of the statements of the
ord of God upon this subject, it is difficult for
me to conceive. As, however,truthdoes present
itself in different lights to different minds, every
fgcility should be atforded the readers of this pe-
riodical for bringing forward views and objec-
tions, and thus securing ample consideration of
8 question, at present of sume interest. At this
moment, I can only conceive of two objections to
the general cokclusions arrived at, which may be
conisidered.
It might be argued that, as theé temple has been
emolished, and the ancientrites and ceremonies
of the Jewish Church have been abolished, the
Arrangements for public praise, made under the
Testament, are no longer obligatory, but
Part of those shadnws of good things to come,
whith have passed away. To this, it may be re-
Plied, that insgruments were used by Miriam,
before the institutions of Moses. The argument
ere resembles that employed to sustain the per-
Petual obligation of the Sabbath. An appoint-
ment, which does not owe its existence to the
osaic law, cannot perish with it, so that the
bolition ot the one should carry with it the abo-
ition of the other. 'I'ne order for praise was in-
Stituted by the inspired prophetand sweet singer
of Isruel, and does not form part of the Mosaic
aw, Moses. indeed, instituted the trumpetsand
established the principle of the use of such aids,
ut they were principally used in the calling of
Ssgemblies. The temple service of song, as such,
Was the work of David. Though the whole of
the Mosaic l.w were abrogated (which it certain-

Y is not), this would not affect the 1nstitution of
Sacred sung, established by the prophets of God,
-'r“d q}el’petuated throughout a thousand years.

he Pgalms, be it also remembered, are not a
{‘_"t of the Mosaic law, They constitute the
\yIn book of the Church for every 2g¢, and in

em we are commanded to praise God in the
Janner alluded to. While such an eXtensive
‘?d perfect nystem as the ancient Jewish order

Praise is no longer possible in any one Chris.

T
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tian congregation, because the whole Jewish
nation worshipped at the solemn feast, and a
choir of great power was requi-ed, yet the prin-
~ ciple remains valid for our guidance,
i Should it be said that the {)raise of the Jewish
. sanctuary was typieal, and, like all types. should
pass away. it may be replied that praise has not
| passed away, and never will pass away, in the
! Chureh, whether militant or triumphant. It may
ixxlm be urged: why retain the service of praise
and drop the mode >—the authority that perpetu.
ates the one should also perpetuate the other. A-
| gain, of what was ancient praise atype ? The bra-
i zen serpent, the burning bush.the cities of refuge,
&e., were types of Christ and His Church, but
what does the Levitical choir of siugers and
| players foreshadow > 'I'he disposition manifest.
ed by many to treat the law of Moses and the
prescriptions of the ancient Church with neglect,
ought tc be discouraged. These parts of the
Word of God are replete with important lessons
for men in their public. social, domestic and
private lifr. as citiens and Churchmen, and
will remain, throughout all time, beautiful models
of a social condition framed by the hand of God.

T, e other objection that might be urged is the
absence of any prescription in the New Testa.
ment. Very little i< instituted in the New Tes.
tament., During the period comprised in the
history of the Acts of the Apostles, there could
hardly be said to have been ahy public worship.
Curistianity was not tolerated, and Christians
worshipped in secret. The objection, however,
is infelicitous for the cause of him who presses
it. Itis a weapon which recoile upon him who
wields it. The advocate of instrumental aid may
reply to the objectors: ‘" Since you allegze that
the New Testament is silent upon this peiny,
and that therefore there is no authority for the
use of instrumental aid in public worship, where
is the authority for the arrangements you have
made ? Where is the authority for choirst
Mention chapter and verse,if you piease. Where
is the authority for a preceutor 2 Where is the
authority for our tunes with their four parts ?
The case presents no difficulty to me, because I
believe that the practice of the ancient Church,
instituted by David, remains valid; but you do
not: and where is your authority for our present
practice? And how do you account for the si-
lence of the New Testament on a duty of perma-
nent obligation ? as all agree that we ought to
praise Gad according to some method. By praiss
ing God, and by conducting it by means of a
choir, you acknowledge the authority of the Old
Testament, but you only adopt one-half. You
appropriate the vocal,and reject the instrument-
al.”” The silence of the New Testament presents
a difficuity to him who refuses to acknowledge
the validity of the arrangements made by the
sweet singer of Israel, and pursued for a thou-
sand years. He must hold that the Church has
been ieft without any divine direction in the dis-
charge of a duty frequently enjoined, and to be
continued in time and eternity. He must also
hold that our present system is a matter of
opinion, and liable to be changed or maintained
as any Church may think prorer.-—-a latitude
neither desirable nor scriptural. Such a one
lands in a latitudinarianism far larger than that
to which he is very prone to consign his oppo-
nent.

It is right to mention, that, while the allusions
in the New T'estament. before referred to, do nos
assume tne form of institutions, they are unde+
signed coincidences, serving beautifully to con-
firm the validity of the ancient method of prais-
ing God. It is also unaccountable, that, while
the apostles speak of the abolition of 30 much of
the Jewish law, they should never make mention
of this part of the ancient service having passed
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away in order to usher in a more spiritual ser-
vice. ‘I'he only sufficfent reason of this that can
be assigned, is: that it was not abolished. and
that when God is praised in the manner and
with the matter prescribed by David, Asaph,
Korah, Moses, an(} Ezra, the praise is as spiritu-
al as it will ever be upon earth,

This matter, as it affects ourselves, has been
pressed upon our attention by a movement
among manv Churches in our connection, in
Bcotland. who have taken steps to use instru-
mental aid in public praise Such a movement
{a sure tv excite attention, and elicit unfavour-
able and urfriendly comment. Our people
should be acquainted with the scriptural ground,
80 as to be able to meet those who may utter, in
fgnorance or prejudice, hasty or harsh opinions
upon these shanges. As to the general advisa-
bleness of such measures, viewed as a question
to be settled by reason, apart (tom Scripture, that

forma another important aspect of the case, to

-

which we may direct atteRlion in a subsequent
wommunication. A.

(To be continued.)

—— e

The True Shepherd.

I was wandering and weary,

When my Saviour came unto me,—
For the ways of sin grew weary,

And the world had ceazed to woo me;
And I thought I heard Him say,
As he came along His way:

¢ 0O, silly souls, come near Me,

My sheep should never fear Me;

I am the Shepherd true!”

At first I would not hearken,

And put off till the morrow,
But life began to darken.

And I was sick with sorrow;
And I thought I heard Him say,
As he cume along His way:

0, silly souls, come near Me,

My xlieep should never fear Me ;

1 am the Shepherd true!”

At last T stopped to listen,
His voice could not deceive me ;
¥ saw His kind eyes glisten,
8o anxious to relieve me;
Aud [ thought I heard Him say,
As He came along {lis way:
+: 0, silly souls come near Me,
My sheep should never fear Me ;
I am the Shepherd true!”

He took me on His shoulder,
And tenderly He kissed me;
He bade my love he bolder,
And said how He had missed me
And I'm sure 1 heard Him say,
~As He went along 'lis way:
+ O, silly souls, come near Me,
My sheep should never fear Me ;
I am the Shepherd true!”

Btrange gladness seemed to move Him,
Whenever I did better;
And He coaxed me so to love Him,
As if He was my debtor;
And I always heard Him say,
+As be enme along His way: }
** O, sitly souls, come near Me,
My sheép should never fear Me ¢
‘I wm the Shepherd true!
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I thought His love wonld weaken,

As more and more He kuew me,
But it burneth like a beacon,

And its licht and heat go through me;
And I ever hear Him say,
As he goes along His way:

* 0, silly souly, come near Me,

My sheep should never fear Me;

I am the Shepherd true !”*

Let us do. then, dearest brothers,
What will best and longest please us,

Follow not the ways of others,
But trust ourselves to Jesus!

We shall ever hear Him say,

As He goes along Ilis way:
“Q, rilly souls, eome near Me,
My sheep should never fear Me;

I am the Saepherd true !”
0

The Schemes of the Church.

THE LAY ASSOCIATION,

WE believe that any failure or want of
success in collecting Church funds through
the agency of the Lay Association, may
traced to either or both of the following
causes :—

(a) Our people do not thoroughly under-
stand the object for which their money is
asked ; or,

(b) They are not asked earnestly and sys-
tematically to contribute.

We believe that when any object com-
mends itself to the Christian liherdity of our
Church, she can be quite as liberal as her
neighbors. When we went down to our
congregations asking them for funds to sup-
port a Foreign Mission scheme, we found
that our only difficulty was in securing a
Missionary, and had every reason to believe
that, in so far as the mere matter of money
was concerned, we had absolutel nothing to
fear. Again: when an appeal was made to
the Church in behalf of Dalhousie College;
when we were asked to raise the sum of
£5000—a somewhat large sum for so small
a Church;—we again found several of our
congregations subscribe with a_liberality
creditable to themselves and their Church.
And sure we are that those who could shew
such liberality in the two Schemes mention-
ed, would be equally liberal in contributing
to the funds of the Lay Association were
there not something wrong, either in the
manner in which the matter is placed before
them, or in its not being presented at all.
We trust that the operations of this Scheme
are more general than many might be led to
suppose from observing, from time to time,
the ahsence of any acknowledgments, from
certain quarters, of monies for this Scheme
in the Moathly Record. Of course, the time
is not very far distant when it must be defi-
nitely known what congregations kave and
which have nnt contributed, as well as the
amount contributed by each. If it is the
duty of some congregations to move in the
matter, it js equally the duty of a'l to con-
tribute. The injunction of Presbytery res.s

ANOX.
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€qually upon all the congregations within its

bounds, and, of course, the Preshytery will
ke care that such an injunction be mot
sregarded.

Ang seldom in the history of our Church
¥as there a more urgent call for liberality in
this matter, than at present. Through the
Mercy of God, and the kindness of the

hurch at Home, many of our vabtancies have

een filled. We have a zealous and able
Missionary in the field, doing his work wise-
Y and well among several of our stiil vacant
Congregations. He has been sent forth by

e Colonial Committee, and his salary guar-
8nteed from Home. Several of our eongre-
gations are supplemented from the same
Source. Another of our missionaries is min-
stering and doing a good work among our

ends in Cape Breton,and we are quite sure
tha?, our friends in Cape Breton will at once
entirely free the Colonial Committee of every
arthing of his salary. Now, what are we to
4o in Nova Seotia?” Shall we still continue

receive monies from Scotland, and make
o effort to refund it? Shall it be said of
s, that, year by year, we contentedly receive
€ money collected among a people, for the
moft part, much poorer than ourselves, and
8mid a peasantry loaded with heavier bur-
ens than those which we are called upon to
ar? Common manliness would certainly
answer—No, if we can help it! And surely
Common gratitude should lead us to make
every effort to refund the money we thus
Teceive, How much has the old Church of
cotland done for us in the past! How has
She followed her expatriated children in the
early history of this country; how earnestly
8he sought their welfare; how she followed
em with ministers and with Bibles; how
often were they cheered with the tidings that
&nother minister had been sent out to preach
them in the wilds of America, and to guide
em in the way of truth and holiness! And
hen came those trying times when she had
70 ministers who could come and live with
em always. The unfortunate Secession
ad taken place, and many of her own pul-
Pits were empty, and her people without their
Pastors,  Still, the Church did not forget us.
Sh? did what she could. She sent us Depu-
tion after Deputation. Many of her ablest
*d most worthy Preachers crossed the At-
antic, and spoke to us words of wisdom and
o comfort. Now. again, she has become
E'Wperous. God has been good to her, and
eT pulpits are again ably filled, and “ peace
Teigns within the walls, and prosperity within
© palaces,” of our Zion. Still, she has not
Orgotten us; on the contrary, she has lately
:eut us out a larger number of missionaries

20 on any former occasion. And how

g’e‘ﬂ[ has this country changed since the
8t Mministers of the Church of Scotland ar-
n"’e" in Nova Scotia! 7%hen the country was
early a wilderness. There was but little
Ouey in the land. The people were scat-

T
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tered here and there through the woods, so
that 1t was impossible to form large or com+
act congregations. Now, however, things
Kave become strangely altered, and (in so
far as she prosperity of the country, at leasty
is coneerned) altered for the better. The
wilderness has literally become changed into
fruitful fields. The circulation of money has
greatly increased. Large congregations have
been formed from the scattered few. Now,
what ought we to do under those bettered
circumstances ? There was a time when we
could not do much, and when much was nos
expected from us. In our weakness and
infancy, the parent Church cared for us—
nursed us—cherished us. She does so stili,
and does it without a murmur, as fond old
parents are apt to do long after the children
are in a position to work their own way
through the world. And what should we
think of that son who has * set up” for him<
self, and who i3 really doing well, and is
highly prosperous, and still goes back to the
parent and begs for some of that money
which had been scraped together with diffi-
cubty,—and all to save his own pocket and
his own purse? He would certainly be con-
sidered a very despicable and unmanly char-
acter. Others would think him very un-
graleful; for when he ought to strive to
repay something of the kindness done him
in his days of helplessness, he still makes
himself a burden. And is not what is true
of an individual, true also of a Church in
this particular? If we are able to repay the
Church at Home the money spent upon our
Church in Nova Scotia, and still do it not,
we display not merely a want of sparit, but
a want of common gratitude. The honesty
of our conduct, too, must be considered very

uestionable ; for certainly the funds of the

olonial Committee were never intended for
such as are quite able to look after them-
selves.

Now we believe that we can casily save
our own credit, and repay the Church at
Home, without imposing upon ourselves any
heavy burdens. By carrying out the organ-~
ization of the Lay Association, we may have
money enough for this purpose, and funds
still in hand to devote to other important
objects. Let us see how this can be accom-
plished.

The subscription for membership in this
Association is the very small sum of 74d. per
quarter, or 2s. 6d. per year. It has a work-
ing committee of a Chairman, Secretary,
Treasurer, and several Collectors. It pro-
poses that those Collectors should visit each
family in the congregation, once a quarter,
and receive from every adult the sum of 7}d.,
which is 2}d. per month. The amount is so
small that all can afford it. Now, let us see,
first, what may be done through such an
agency in one congregation, and, afterwards,
glance at what might be accomplished were
this scheme systenatically supported through-
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out the whole Church. Let us take the av-
erage number of adults at 2 moderate figure
—say four—both parents and two children.
Of course, in some families, the number would
be much greater, while, in others, it might be
less,—so0 that four may be safely taken as an
average. Then, let us take a particular con-
gregation, representing an average, being
neither the smallest nor the largest,—say a
‘congregation of 120 families. Then, 120x 4,
= 480, the number of contributors in the
congregation. But 480 half-dollars is equal
to £60; 1. e, a congregation of 120 families
‘contributes £60 yearly, to the funds of the
Lay Association, and no one gives more than
2}d. per month, or 7d per quarter. Who can
say that the sum is too large? Now, let us

lance at what might be done throughout the

hurch, or within the bounds of our Synod,
at this rate of payment. We have before us
the statistics of 1862, and take our numbers
from them, as those of 1864 are but very par-
tial and imperfect. Even then, we had no
returns from several congregations upon this
subject. St. John’s, Newfoundland, St. Ma-
ry's, McLennan’s Mounta¥, and Truro, are
blank. Leaving them out of our statement,
we have given us 2470 families within the
bounds of Synod, and all having an interest
in the prosperity of the Church, and the suc-
cess of the Lay Association. But 2470 x 4,
= 9880 —the number of those who are asked
to contribute; that is, we ought to have a
yearly income of 9880 half-dollars, or 4940
dollars, or 1235 pounds, from those quarterly
T}ds., which would leave no one any poorer
at the end of each year! And what an
amount of good might the Church accom-
plish, with such a sum at her disposal. Were
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she not called to remit the money, or at least
art of it, to the Parent Church, she could use
1t well in this country, or in sending ministers
and missionaries to the heathen. With such
a sum at our disposal, we might support at
least six missionaries, in certain portions e
the heathen world. This consummation
would be attained, not by contributing large
sums, for such would not be necessary, pro-’
viding each individual gave honestly and con-
stantly his 74d. per quarter for this grand
object. After this, let no one tell us that we
go beyond our means, when we think of hav-
ing one Foreign Missionary. More money is
squandered upon trifles. or thrown uselessly
away, yearly, than would support six times
the numnber of missionaries. Neither is there
any necessity for our receiving monies from
Scotland, if we do our duty in this matter.
Through the collectors of the Lay Association,
the whole debt might be paid, without any
difficulty in the case; on the contrary, we
would find ourselves more comfortable when
the work was done. :

Taking the standard already adopted, it
might be well to glance at the amount which
each congregation would contribute, pravided
those quarterly collections were constantly
and conscientiously made.

Having the Statistical Returns for 1862 to
guide us, we subjoin a statement of the num-
ber of families in our different congregations,
and the amount which each might be expected
to contribute. We still adhere to the old sub-
scription of 24d. per month, or 74d. per quar-
ter, ana four contributors in each family.

The Returns give the following Nos. of
families, and those Nos. multiplied by 4, will
give the No. of Contributors : —

No. of Families. § Doll. £ . p,
St. Andrew’s Chureh, New Glasgow, - - - 232x4 — 928 — 116
St. Matthew's, Halifax,- - - - - - - -159x4 — 600 = %5
St. Matthew’s, Pugwash,- - - - . . . 71x4-— 2984 — 35 10
St. Matthew’s, Wallace, - - - - - - -110x4 — 440 — 55
Knox’s, Earltown, - - - . . . . . . 91x4_364 _ 45 10
Calvin’s, W. B. River John, - - - . . . 85%x4 =340 — 42 10
St. Andrew’s, Pictou, - - - . . . . . 180x4 — 720 = 90
St. Andrew’s, Halifax, - - . - . . . . 62x4— 248 _ 31
St. James’, Charlottetown, - - - - . . 120x4 — 480 — 60
Roger’s Hill Church, - - - . - . . _ 86x4 — 344 — 43
Cape John Church, s - - -~ - - 7T8x4=312= 39
River John Church,
St. John’s, Belfast, . E. L, - - . . _ . 270x4 =1080— 135
St. Andrew’s, Gairloch, - - - . . . _ 150x4 =600 = 75
St. Luke’s, Saltsprings,- - - . . . . _92%8x4 — 9]2 — 114
Wallace River and Folly Mountain, - . . 50x4 =200 = 25
8t. Andrew’s, Musquodoboit, - - - . _ . 56x4 =224 — 98
St. Paul's, East River, - - - - . . | 114x4 =456 = 57
8t. Columba’s, West Branch, - - - . . _132x4 — 598 — 68
Georgetown, P. E. L, . - - - . . _ | g0x4_320_ 40 |
8t. Columba’s, P.E. I,- - - - . . | | 40x4 =1¢0 — 20
Barney’s River,~ - - - - - - - _ | 60x4=240= 30
Lochaber, - - - = = =~ - - - . _ _ 25%x4=100= 13 10

2470 9880 £1235 |
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Now, besides those congregations we have
bm“ted, the above takes no account of our
Mmerous friends in Cape Breton, who are
h°°0miug organized, and will yearly, we trust,
*come more and more zealous and systema-
¢ 1n support of our Schemes. Supposing .
8¥en, that we have taken too large a number '
.f°’f our average, and that, instead of our hav- i
8 4 contributors in each family, we have but
% still the Lay Association ought to have !
Yearly, in funds, at least over £600, although ;
Bone should contribute beyond the quartcrly |
Subscription of 74d. Yet we know that there ;
8¢ many ladies and gentlemen in our con- j
Bregaticns who would never think of giving |
nything less than 1s. 3d. per quarter, and, |
Thaps, we ought very humbly to beg their |
Pardon (whith we gladly do), for putting :
them down at 24d. per month. E
A he' Presbytery of Halifax has no Lay !
\880ciation, apart from the Home Mission, !
ich i3 vigorously and efficiently supported. ;
N € would, however, wish to see this organi- |
estlon over the whole Church, and feel assur-
¢ that, were it adopted by the IMalifax Pres-
Yeery, it would meet with the same success,
&4 be carried on as vigorously as their other
Clemes,
theNow’ in order to attain to something like
results we have indicated, we hold that
tl? Ing is wanted but a combined effort on
€ part of all our congregutions.” If the
d;"'deh rest upon a few of our cougregations,
toe‘{ can do but litéle, and will not continue
0 even that little long. It is equally dis-
|h“'agmg and unfair that some congregations
o ould contribute from time to time, while
€r8 do not concern themselves to make any
€Clions. Inthis matter every congregation,
Wever weak or small, should bear its own
ne wheel, however small, may throw
e perfect machinery out of order, and
fn Stroy the symmetry and success of its work-
»8nd, until each congregation believes this,
8ch, Must have partial failures in all our
off emes. Again, much depends upon the
Pl_e"?**‘earers of the Association. If the
mus}dent has tact and energy, and some en-
u Slagm,—if the Secretary and Treasurer be
NCtual in calling meetings, in keeping their
kn":‘mt&, and‘ in remitting monies to l{e ac-
0011WIedged in the Monthly Record,—if the
ladiecml‘s—young men, or, still better, young
e ©8—be zealous and vegular in collécting,
*eal§ee 10 necessary cause why we should not
hul:e something like the above, and the
‘ﬁcich find that she has a very noble and
€ut agency in her Lay Association.

M. G.
W.B.E R 5
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:Waghington special to the New York

wt Merciul says :—* The Israelites in differ-

m pgechons are remonstrating against the

*9%gui 8ed amendment to the Constitution, re-
¥21ag the Divinity of Christ.”

51

Trials of the Cape Breton High-
landers. B
[xo. 1v.]

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND AND HER AC--
CUSERS.

It is most unfair to ascribe views and sen-
timents to any miin, or to any body of men,
which they neither avowed nor adopted. It
is cruel and wicked to charge a comnmunity
with treasonable designs and treasonable con-
duct towards their monarch, which they had”
never conceived nor entertained. But it is
much more arrogant and reprehensible to as+’
eribeto a Chureh the most culpable sentiments
and acts, which had never been held in the-
ory, nor folloved in praciice. And, a more
serious chuge conld not be advanced against
any hody of intellizent Christians, than taat’
of denying the Headship of Christ! ‘I'his
churze, need we say, hias been most arrogant-
Iy brought against the Church of Scotland.
And the tenifie dread of being guilty of this
heinous sin served greatly and chivfly to sweld
the ranks of the Free Church; and, to accom--
piish this desived end, this alarm had been
long and loudly proclaimed, at Home and
abroad. Now,thisuaccusation must havi been
rightly or wrongly, justly or unjustiy raised
againgt us; and, therefore, the truthfulness
or untruthfulness of the accusation ouszht
to be well weighed, egain and again, hy
accusers, not less than by the accused. Fuor?
when a crinie s0 grievous has been so often
put forth, with su much apparent religious
gusto, thix conid not have been done wishont
some great guilt resting somewhere, which de-
mands contrition and confession before Him
who is King over all, and weighs every word
as well as act, and shall bring utl to striet and
righteous account. Now, to form anything
like a correct estimate of this charge, it should
he inquired, who are the legiiimate judges?
In religious matters, it is surely as rationul
as Seriptoral, that every man ought to know
beat, and has the right to declare what are
his religious beliefs, It is not what other
men think of us, or say of us, but what we
realiy hold and avow, that must be taken s
our religious sentiments and principles ; on
the contrary, were it required of us 1o jnters
pose between theOmnisetentOneand the hearta
of others,to express their religious sentiments,
what honest and conscious man would net’
shrink fiom the task? Who would not ra-
ther Jeave it between every man and hLis su-
preme Judge ? And, whoever would assume
the resporsibility muit aurely be chargeabls
with arrbgating * the crown rights” of Him
who challenges this as His peculiar righy,
Most assuredly, it is the first right of every
an, and of every Church, to declare whay
are their beliefs, Tt is readily conceded that
the ground matter of thie charge is 8o easij
comprehended, that anyfhrnest and inteljigept
man is able to form hLis judgmenl as to thy
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justice or injustice of this accusation. No
Church on earth has more cleatly and fully
made known the truths and principles to whi-h
they have and must adhere, than the Church
of Scotland has done, Aud, that our Church
hiar uever, in any shadow of form, denied the
Headship ot Christ, may be shown by every
attainable means of proof, Her standards, to
which she has adhered for centuries, declare
this in the most explicit terms. In no in-
stance, since our Church has been g0 strenu-
ounly harged with this sin, can it be shown
that. in word or deed, His anthority has been
denied, or surrendered, in thinge spiritual, to
any power beyond the pale of the Church.
The supreme judges, in things temporsl, as we
have shown in a former paper, declared, in
the clearest possible manner, that the Church
of Scotland was the highest authority in Scot-
fand. in things epiritual, and they averred
that they conld not adjudicate in such matiere.
But, let us glance at the position of our ac-
cusers, and at the evidence which they shall
adduce. The testimonv of withesses and
Jndges can be more fully appreciated when
their precedents are well uaderstood.  Inour
last, it was shown that they had to submit to
the tehest of the civil authority, and the
manifest reason why they did not yield still
more, was the fact that McMillan was com-
pelied to withdraw, for want of pecuniary
means to carry on his suit any longer. ‘This
& the opinion, not onle of the Church of
Seotland, but also of the dissenting bodies,
And this is mauifest from the fact that the
Free Chureh exercised all ber skill, and the
best skill of the hest civil council she could
“commat d, to prevent his case coming up to
be fairly tried. on its merita, —their plea be-
fng that the proper party had not heen pur-
sued, which, of course, must have implied that
MecMillan’s plea was legitimate. With this
lea, the poor man was worried for years.
f}ut. althougn the Free Church was compel-
1-d 10 submit to the civil law, against their
wishes, shull we accuse that Church with de-
nying the Headship of Christ?  Forbid. We
dire not assume such a prerogative. One is
their Judge, even God. ** Let every man be
fully persuaded in his own mind.” Bat, with
equal, yea, with greater propriety, might we
zetort on them. For we hold, and purpose to
show, hereafter, that those who left our
Church were the very pariies who brought
hurch and State into collision, before 1843,
nd they next brought their own Chureb into
collision with the State, Had the Free
Church, on finding that the harsh judgment
passed on McMillan brought them 1uto colli-
gion with the State, been willing to own their
Lallibility, and, had they then retraced their
steps, and proceeded totry ;\icyxllnn accord-
ing to the eona(iunim! by w.hlch they were
shike botind, they possibly might have avoid.
X ‘clvil penaliies, and submission to the arm
‘the civil courts. Had they seen and ad-
Bitted Uiat they were not so apiritualized in
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their new order of things, but that they, us
well as McMillan, had cirvil interests to pro-
tect, they might have discovered that the
State had a right to look after and protect
the civil interests of each one of her suhjects,
And, until that Chureh, or any Chureh, falls
back or assumes the position of the Apostolio
Church, and hold no vested property, as could
not now be held in 8pain, &ec., it must be
known that each one of the enrporate body
has not only spiritual, but civil interests, to
nrotect, and therefore hold a certain relation
tothe civil authorities. But, the Free Church
has never ahown that McMillan has beén
justly condemned, in accordance with the
laws of their Church. Hence, he has a right
1o say that he has been unfairly and illegally
deprived of temporal and xpiritual privileges,
because it was dcne, not in accordance with
any rational or Scriptural rale. Could this
have been done atier the law of Christ’s king-
dom?

It in now a settled opinion that McMillan
wonld net have heen so summarily dealt with,
and adjudged, had it been seen that the harah
and lawless sentence passed upon him would
have led that Church into so much trouble
and expense. Had they anticipated this,
there can be little room for doubt, but they
would have tried him by the law and consti-
tution to which they were severally bound.-
And, whether or aot, what is more in necord-
ance with the principles of good order and
good government, saered or civil, thiu to try
a man by the rules of his society? Make re-
fusnl the generai rule, and there would sooa
i e an end of all socizty, and there would be
no use to furm any eompact or associations
over the whole earth,

It requires no lengthened course of argu-
ment o show that the Church of Seotland
has recognized the Lord Jesus Christ as Sa-
preme Head of the Church and Supréme
Arbiter of the Nations. Her practice, as’
well as her standards, and her entire nistory
since this baseless charge has been urgid
against her, bear the clearest, the most un-’
mistakeable and uniform proof to this effect.
‘The Church of Scotland adhered strictly te
hear constitution and laws, and did not en-
croach on the civil rights of any under her
jurisdiction. Our Church has been very
careful to observe the constitution and eom-
pact to which she had been pledged, in things
apiritual and civil, and has avoided ¢neroach-
ing on the province of those constituted to,
rule in civil matters,—and thus our Loré
Jesus Christ has been acknowledged Suprem?
Ruler over both. Consequently, there haf
been no infringement on our rights, and he
collision with the civil authorities, since th®
Secussion. Thisis most manifest 1o all with-
in the Church who hsve given the subjést,
that atteations and consideration which' i‘<
demands. It is also freely acknovlelged b]?
honest ard charilable men iii other Churohsby |
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who sre most tompeteat ‘to judge. It-mdf’ |
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be ‘quite enough te mention th: Rev. Dr.
Hawua, son-in-iaw of Dr. Chalmers, one of
the Liightest lights in the Free Church of .
otland,  We therefore rdduce his name as
WO ordinary authority. In 8 sermor publish-
d by him, more than two vears ago, he as-
$ertn that it is wrong to charge the Church
Of Bcotluind with denying the Headship of
<Mat. (We regret that we are not prepared
JUst naw 10 quote his express words) Aund
Mthough there were some who would bave
'm withdraw this honest avowal, all the in-
Uncee that could be hrought to bear on him
ould not induce him to do so. We tuke
2 fuer as affording an additional and broad-
ST argument in attestation of his assertion.
OF thia was nathing less than a general
foncersion in the Free Church that Dr, Hanna
Y88 right in his declaration. We accept this
Soneeasion with no ordinary amount of satis-
Attion, —not hecause we reqiired any assur-
Mee from without to make ua fully persuaded
M fur own minds, but a8 an evidf*nc_e ‘lhnt
"¢ Free Charch is coming 1o see the injust.
°® of 1le charge, and to acknowledge the
Tue independence of our Church, as it may
N ought ultimately to lead to closer friend-
Aband real harmony between the Churehies. |
0 thig charge heing withdrawn, alf the rest |
‘i“}l disappenr as the ** haseless fabric of a
Slon.” T also affords ample proof that the |
“::" Chuich has been fighting against some- i
Avd ‘hin’

INg less formidable than air,
'“{"_eessim) heing made at Home, where the
b .ll"\’:t had been fully canvassed und tried
¥ bhoth Churches, for more than twenty years,

oW furcinly ought this to tell on the minds

"nhearn of those who so frequently and

tr 'gfmvly accused our Church in this coun-
aw powerfully should it induce those

ok the lead in rending the Cojonial
s to serivus reflection, aud to consider
it 1o h“\mt of guilt they incurred. Norought |
nd g ¢ & matter of less serious consideration
€+p contrition for those who so recently

Yho tq
C dreh
!h‘ am

e such biter and unprovoked attacks on

\ ¥hether in Cape Breton or elsewhere.
off Alever excuse, or ])nllifnion., should be
exc} twenty years ago, during times of desp |
tement, the remotest shadow of a shade !
M:“," now be advanced by any intelligent !
Whe 1 81¥ Chureh, when every ‘hor est man |
m““ a8 g}vexl l.he suh_]vcl sertous atteation
8dmit the independence of our Church.

e :’h}’}l the old war cry is raised—when-
(anq ‘“N'al is expected to be made thereby,
."“'de ranks of the new Church must be
the e somehow) ;—when this is done at
anq 473 ‘ime that friendship is professed,
\ry), ITe i expressed for closer intercourse,
Y such conduct must be reprobated by
onest and good man, of whatever |
% IVOT can it be but bighly offensive in
!q:":"glhl of the Omniscientf ({ne, who re-
ta rm? and honor in all our professions.
M'”“l'- nat be forgotten that the grand

‘thg

ed for separation or division in

‘ .‘my
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the Colonies, was sympathy with the Free
Charch of Scotland,  And for what? Sym-
pathy, hecause they charged the Chureh of

- Scotiand with denyving the Headship of Chrisg,

which i now discovered, in Scotland, afrer
twenty-iwo vears’ trial, to be a fallazy or false
accusation.  And, we most devoutly hope,
for the sake of the accusers themselves, that
this shall soon be generally and openly ac-
knowledged in the Colonies. This we greatly
desire, for the more righteous position of
those who urged the unjust charge, and, like-
wise, for the better understanding, and a
more genuine, cordialand enduring friendship
between the Churches. For, as [ could not
hold Christian fellowship with one againsy
whom 1 could righteously adv .nce such &
charge, ueither could [ expect that any honest
man, who really believed in his heart I wana
really chargeable with so seriously dishonour
ing the alone Suvieur, would desire inter-
course atd Ciristian fellowship with me. It
may then be seen at a glanee, that, if there.is
1o he nonest aud enlightened friendship, one
Cnurch muast resiie frow thia very grave
charge ; ur the other must plead guilty. Now,
there is bot the remotest probability that our
Sivareh ean, or shall ever confess to the jus-
tice of thix eharge, nor should thisx, for one
moment, he sought, while ita falsity is heing
admitted by the intelligent and couscientious |
of that Church, who were our accusers, and,
while, moreover, t*s falsity is heing continu- |
ously proved, in the history of our Chureh,
at Home and abroud. R

( To be Continued. )
A. McK.

e () e
Organs in Churches.

To the Editor of the Monthiy Record :

DreaRr Sir,—!I beyg tn enclose, for insertion
in the next number of the Record. a letter
by the Rav. Dr. Hill, upan the suhject of the
introduction of instrumental music into Pres-
byterian Churches. 1t is scarcely necemsary
to mention thut the author of this excellen,
and, in my opinion, unanswerable letter, han.
long held one of the highest and maost re.-
wponsible positions in the Church of Scotland
—that of Professor of Divinity in the Uni-
veraity of Glasgow ; and that in every thing
relating to the. laws and practices of our
Church —to discipline and ecclesiastical judi=
cature, he is recognized by (s Conria as thp
highest living authrity.  The opinien of
such a man, then, on whnat is known as the:
“Otgan question,” which se-ms 10 be ore-
ating a sort of manin in some quartors, muat
have great weight, and it is to be hoped thag
the earnest language in which it i8 eXpresgen
shall not have veen written in vain,

The praposed introduction of Orgung .is
but the insertion of the thin end of the wedge
for farther innovations, We already see this
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truth in coursa of illustration ; for we find
that the use of a liturgy, read prayers, with
genufiexions, and standing during praise, are
eitber in actual practice or in active agitation
emong several of those congregations that
are in favour of the Organ.

We are told that the use of the Organ in
singing has a solemnizing a~d elevating effest
upon the worshippers, and that there is
nothing in God’s Word forbidding it. I en-
tertain no such opinion 3 for if we admit the
first part of the proposition, we must, &8 a
natural consequence, admit its corollary—
that musicians are the holiest of mundane
creatures, and that there must be a larger
amount of spiritual-mindedness, of earnest
piety, in the Roman Catholic and Episcopal
Churches, than in any other, 1 am not pre-
pared to admit this, for I believe that in no
portion of the Christian Church has there, at
any time, been a larger measure of faith, of
real practical holiness of heart and life, than
was among the Puritan Fathers of England
and the followers of John Knox in Scotland,
among whem instrumental music, as a part
of public worship, was unknown,

What reason have we to be dissatisfied
with the pure and simple form of our present
mode of public worship ? Weknow of none
which combines so fully the spiritual and
intellectual. It excludes, and I trust wili
continue to exclude, the merely sensuour,
which, in other Churches, overlays more or
less, and. in some, all but chokes every ves.
aige of spiritual life,

Jewish ritvalism has heen quoted as an
authority in favour of Organs. It is true,
music was much cultivated ameng the Jews,
and both David and Solomon had their sing-
ing »nd dancing men and women in great
numbers ; they had also the blare of the
trumpet, the beating of timbrels, hesides the
playing of stringed instruments in ‘Temple
worship, Now if one part of this form of
“worship is right at the present day, another
cannot be wrong. But, in trath, the whole
machinery of this merely ceremonial worship

erished with the Old Dispensation, and there
’;’. not a shred of authority in the New Testa-
ment, or in the history of the primitive
Church, in support of either its principles or
practice in our Churches,

It may be said that this is one of the non-
essentiala—it is not necessarily an arricle of
aith, aud may be safely left to the taste and
wishes of our people. I reply, that it is cal-
culated to Gestroy uniformity of worship, to
fntroduce confusion, to weaken discipline,
and undermine the very spirit of Presbyteri.
anism. It is the beginning of further dan-
gerous innovations, which may end no one
knows where, but which have led the Church
of England as far as Puseyism, and have left
Chriatianity little more than an imposing
auremonial in the Church of Romnie,

. Ttrust and believe that the great body of
Presbyierians, both in Scotland and the Co.
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lonies, are altogether adverse to this Orgait
movement, and are couvinced that its general
auccess would be one of the greatest culami-

ties that ever happened to our Church, inas--

much as it would alienate from it forever the
great heart of our people. For my own part;
1 should prefer, a thousand times, to join 8
Church in which instrumental music has at
least the authority of some ceuturies in its
favour, rather than accept a hybrid worship
whicn, while it would not be Preshyterian-
ism, neither would it be anything else. And
above all, I do not think that the House o
God is the place to which people should de-
sire to flock merely because they hope to
enjoy there the gratification of hearing finé
music. Iknow that in some Churches this
is largely the case, and the fruit is not all
that might be de<ired.
I am, dear sir,
Yecurs, respectfully,
Joun CosrLEY.
Pictou, Feb. 14, 1865.

THE ORGAN IN PARISH CHURCHES.

To the Editor of the Glasgow llerald :

Sin,—A circular was sent to me last week re
specting the erection of an organ at the Ne¥
Church of Ayr. T do notknow whoare members
of the commuttee from which the citcular cames
but I take leave to state that, in my opinions
they, and others in ditferent parts of the countrys
who are pursning a courae similar to theirs, ars
acting at variance with the fundamental prineis
ples of our Preshyterian Church. In an Inde
pendent or Congregatjonalist Church. a ministe
and his congregation may make what arrange:
ments they think vight or expedient for the man=
agement of their affuirs, or the conducting of
public warship. But it is not so with us. gV/"
are a collective body, with a system or order of
worship preseribed to us. "Bach particulst
Cliurch, with its minister and session, is undef
the superintendence and control of the Presby’
tery of the bounds, and each Presbytery, i®
like manner, is under the control of the supe”
rior Church Courts. It does not belong, there”
fore, to a particular minister, even with hif
kirk-session and his people, to make alteration?
on the established worship of Ged, hower®
suitable or desirable he and they may consid®f
these alterations to be. Changes can be mad®
only by competent authotity. Mibisters, at thelf
ordination, come under solemn obligation **t9
assert, maintain, and defend . . the purity 9,
warship, as presently practised in the Natiou"
Church, and asserted in Act 15, Assembly 1707t
entitled * Act against Innovations in the Worshif
of God:' and further, to submit thémselves wil®
lingly and humbly in the spirit of meekness *
the admonitions of the brethren, . . and
follow no devisive courses from the present o
tablished doctrine, worship, discipline and g9
ernment int this Church.”

Iam aware that the terms iri which the 188
General Assembly expressed its deliverance %
the report, anent Innovations, have been ur("
as authorising the attempt which is how bf”‘
made for having an organ employed in the "°,’i
ship of God ; that deliverance seeming to imP g
that such innovations as donot futerrupt the h#
mony of particular congregations, will not
objected to. But this appears to me to be

»
”
entire misapprehension of the General A‘"’L
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:"," meaning. The passage in the deliverance,
hich is relied on, is in these words :—* Further,
¢ General Assembly express their determina-

s, When necessary. to put in force the laws of

the Churchin respect to any innovatinns whereby
€ harmony of particular congrrgations. or the

}i’,eace of the Church in general. is disturbed.”
he “ determination™ thus expressed seems lo

e to give little encouragement ta innovations

¥enerally ‘and least of all to the introduction of
% organ in the worship of God. when the words

:{:‘m(‘d above are combined with the concluding

'h"tenee of the Axsembly’s deliverance :—** And

" ¢ G}’“_eral Assembly earnestly call the attention

Ministers, elders and eongregations to the
MPortance of improving the psalmody of the
oy ‘l"ch. and particularly of training the youngin

Ty life to join in singing to the praise of God

I. grave and melodious manner’’

A fI'am wrang in the view which I take of the
$3embly’s deliverance, then it is time for Pres-

‘yt"lt‘s to look totheir rights, and to claim, with

bd"‘busy due to so important a privilege, that,
Ni""e any measure affecting the doctrine. disei-
°btn?' worship or government of this Church
“b""}S the sanction of the Assembly. it shall be

Mitted to the Preslyteries of the Church.

ublﬁat the introduction of an organ into our
ad, 1¢ worshiy witl be an innovation. is. 1 believe,
chnltted by all. Tt will Le a new thing in the

o“l’t:h of Scotland, which has now existed for
lGl;e than 300 years. Royal authority failed in
i 50 overcome the strong feeling that then pre-
'ieie 2gainst Episconacy and instiumental mu-
"hier]lz the worship of God ; and in the long perind
two has elapsed since that date, I know of only
play ttempts that were made to have o-gans
tnd 24 in our churches. Oue was at Aherdeen,

ayoDe other at @lasgow. Both were abortive.

,ieeoe our people in the present day become

Neiled to the idea of an orgad being used in
‘Qe]i,w‘)."h.ip of God? Whatever may be the
Tay, '§ in its favour in particular congregations,

! Persuaded that the great bulk of our people
fongly againstit. Ifitheso,are their feel.

o 10 be'set at nanght? Is the peace of the

"ct“i?h 1 general to e disregarded for the satis-

berg ?n aud enjovment of a portion of its mem-

Publj Are uniformity and simplicity in our

the die Vgors!np no.lnnger to characterise it? Are

Tang Stinctive principles of the Chureh of Scot-

%0 be actually abandoned ?

!rr’; Old-fashioned notions may be a subiject of

Y hinment to some, as only showing how far Lam

4 the advancement of the times in which we

o'“ ut I have labauredtoo tang in the service
T N_atumal Church, not tn feel the deepest

r r“ in her wel.(nre, nnd. in the preservation of

e 1 Cr; and being now ineapacitated by great

Avaj) take part in the business of her eourts, 1

tirc“l;nyulf of the apportunity offcred by the

‘lain,: 1o ‘which I have referred. to protest

Mg, 't the object contemplated by it, and still

‘ougpy *8ainst the mode in which that object is

: t10 be attained.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Arxx. Qive, D.D.

1
ing,

{T‘HE s
Uhject
Y give

bjoined communication on the same
» and enclosing, also, Dr. Hill’s letter,
above, has since been received.—ED.]

S‘IR For the Monthly Record.
t QBv_j-l-laving, by to-day’s wmail, received
frop, ush papers, T heg to forward a letter
Chum,”" Hill of Glasgow, Father of our
Ypon 1'*‘"‘1 formerly Professor of Divinity,
uovations in” Public Worship. This

|
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weli-timed article goes clearly against such
music as is now being attempted in some of
the Churches at Horae, and as is advocated
in tne pages of our Mounthly Record here.
And nothing can be plainer than that the
lawfulness of the matter lies with the worthy
Doctor, There is both reason and trarh, 1
belisve, in the remark, that the ¢ preat hulk
of our people are strongly againstit.”  Why,
then, does it find favor? Greatly because of.
its being foisted on certain Chuiches by their
ministers, ‘The rise of the matter was this:
A minizter of an aristocratic congregation ia
Edinburgh, for reasons that had weight with
himself, introduced the practice, aud he, heing
also a Professor, recommended its aloption
to his students, and now every new minister
must have a harmonium or an organ to help
him to worshipGod ! It is worthy of note that
in that same Church where it hegan, whereas
£500 were raised for en organ, only £5 wers
raised for the Miscionary and other Schemes
of the Church. Verily, when we adopt the
sensuous, we do not advance the spiritual—
the real life of a Chureh.

But mark where innavations in religion
grow to! The same Church that uses an
organ, reads pravers and responses; and the
minister thereof acknowledged, before the
Synod, that he had sometimes administered
the Sacrament of the Supper in private!
Precisely ; the same feeling 10 gratify mongrel
Episcopaliana dictated celebrating the com-
munion in private houses. And now what is
to grow out of all this? And how are we,
Scottish Presbyterians of a National Church,
to distinguish ourselves from Episcopaliang ?
I must own that were I an advocate of ip-
strumental music and a liturgy, I would
hanestly follow out my scruples and go over
to the English Church, where both can be
had in better style than can ever be attaindd
in a Presbyterian connexion. Truce to this.
‘I'he whole thing 18 un-Presbyterian, un. Scoteh
(%o far as the Kirk is concerned), and unedi-
fving. Instead of seeking to extend the
Church, and make its services attractive te
those who seceded from its pale, the bulk of
our people are disgusted with pructices which
are really ohnoxious 1o their religious feel-
ings, and whieh must, sooner or later, dj-
vorce them from the Church of their Fathers,
and plunge them into one or other of the
ranks of dissent that are ready to receive
them. A better device for alienating the
“ middle clagaes,” which are the real strength
and backbone of the Scotch Church, eould
not have been thought of. It began not from
any devotional desire, and is not the accom-
paniment of religious growth, ar.d cannot end
in any real good. But I have done. The
laté¢ lamented Dr. Leitch warned the Canadi-
an Synod, two years ago, against “driving
from the threshoid of their Churches, Scottish
emigrants, by having their most sacred asso-
ciations shocked by instrumental musie ‘in
the house of God.” I have no lear for the
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Highlavders of Nora Scotia. Sooner will
the rfluent tide stand stilly, and the seasons
thange iheir courses, than we hear of a
stunach, seusible, and devout congregation
{1 our midnt begging for an organ, harmoni-
am, duleimer, rackbut, or any other instru-
niental musie, to aid them in worshipping
God! e thing ix preposterous,  Go, im-
prove vour choirs, ‘Teach your congregations
psalmedy.  Learn to guide tlie melody us
Bpurgeon does—now gravely, new plaintive.
1y, ditferent airs for d:fferent strains, but ail
by the human voice—that divine organ, the
nohlest and hest, the * glory of man,” as the
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. Paulmist calls it but, O, bring us not again

under the power of enrnul ordinances that
kill (2 Cor. iii. 6), whose successful resist-

* muce once cost our martyred fathers their

Ylood. and whose use now will Jdiminish the
spiritual ax it increases the senstous clement,
1u this matter, I trust to remain a true con-

servative to ine Church of my Fathers, of

Knox, and of the Covenanters.

Blanse, ictou, Feb. A.W. H.

T YR

For the Monthly Record.

1ux MaNsk, WesT BraNci,
20th January, 1865.

§

. My dear Mr. Pender :

_suirable place for it.
“remarks must prove very inh-rrs\ing to your

~ The enclosed eommunication has just come
to my hand, accompanied by a request that
it might be published in the Monthly Record.

1 consequently forward it 10 you for publica-

tion, aud have no doubt but you will find a
I am sure Mr. Gunn’s

readeras.  Perhaps there is no pottion of this

“Province of which o little is known by the

‘luhabitants generally, as Cape North, and,
“consequently, any information given of that
“1solated portion of our country, and the char-
acter and circumstances of its people, shall,
“we are aure, be received with pleasure.  Mr.
’Gunn'’s historical sketch of the place from
to'first * settlement,” and the present posi-
Aion of the people in regard to the ordinances
"of religion, will be resd with much interest.
‘We leave his very excellent communication
10 speak for itself, by merely saying that if
the E‘rﬂhytery of Pictou shall do nothing to
supply the wants of Cape North, it shall be
4rom inability, and not from any want of
‘sympatby or of well-wishing.

Yours truly, 8. M. G.

Cape North.

A guear divine has surmisel, if not actunlly
asserted, that it is one of the wiles of the devil tn
tempt aome of the human race'to emigrate as far
¥ morth* ag possible, 80 as to eend them out of
the way of tge Gosprl. However that may be,
had Bdwards lived in our time, and, aailing round
Cape N eth, been castashoreatthe Bay of Aspy,

B¢ would be glad on pereeiving the farm-houses

1 John Gwynn.an Americun Refugee, in 1812.
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along the banks of the river, and at the foo® “'
the mountains. Entering any of them, he woul® |
be well received ; und, should he pass a wee
imong the inhubitants, the earnest preachef
would, of course. give them one or two sermon®
When, at parting. after having now calnly suff
veyed the wild seenery but fertile valleys, a?
been told of the mines and minerals, and tres’
sures of the deep here, he would only rexret the
his admiring hearera are so far removed fromall
the benign und salutury jufluences of a stute
Gospel minisery.

They are eighty miles fiom aminister, on eitbef
side of the Istand.

Here, the first settlement datex fifty-two year®
ago, by three or four American families, whest
descendants are conunected with no particulsf
denowmination, oaly they call themselves Protes”
tants. Not long after them, came the Scote
Highlanders, now numbering one hundred fam!’
lies. At present, they have no minister, ¢
»chools, no churchec, though of the latter, thref
are required here, owing to the distance, and th?
ateep hills separating the four settlements ¢
Grandance, the Bay of Aspy, the Bay of St. La#*
rence, and Ingonish. The Roman Catholie#
here, though less numerous, have two chapels— !
one in the Bay of St. Lawrence, the other 8t |
Ingonish.

The front land is mostly taken up. The reari*
a complete wilderness, thirty miles square, co?”
sisting of hills and lakes, bogs and barrens, natw
rally claimed by the moose and the earriboo, #
their rightful, permanent domaiu, tiil the end
of time. 1ere. hundreds of these noble animal?
roam at large, happy in the enjoyment of theif

rimeval liberty and independence. And the
Legislature of the Province ought, betimes, ¥
devise measutes for their protection from tbe !
unsparing hand_of inconsiderate man. ‘Th%.
scenery of Cape North is uncommonly strikinf |
at first view, distinguished from the rest of th¢ .
Island by the steepness und tremendous gorge! -
of its massive hills, especially of one entire chai? .
of mountains, the hizhest in this country, €X’
tending from the point of the Cape,in a straigh!
line through the centre, twenty miles intand, an
terminating in the barrens. ‘['his dark, stupe?’
dous wall of monntains, viewed from the east, i
a great sight. Here sublimity is at its climax.

The roads here have touch improved sin®®
twenty five years ago, Then I has to walk o®
foot here. picking out my way by means of ¥
blaze; now I can take my horse. In twentf
years hence.a man can keep his eaddle all th!
wiy; and people can diive their wagons on
cast side of the Cape ; but how soon on the west
must be left to the Engineers and certain Honof
able Gentlemen to decide. Ten thousand pound;
would do itin nolongtime. The *‘ snake roadfs
here, up hill and down hill, ought, forthwith,
he discontintel, and the money expended on
circuitous route,along the sides of the mountainé
Riding on horse-back here, at any time, is a gi
exercite, and, in winter, is highly dangerou®
when the mountain side is one sheet ofice ; on s
should man and horse slide down, both will stof
at the first tree.

Here, the first preacher was the Brst netﬂ;;” {
owned a vessel, in which he traded round the
Island: and, when in port would hold meetin
for prayer. reading the Seriptures and exhort®’
tion, at Margaree. the Strait of Canso, and syd
ney. And the savour of his good name, uﬂ'
pious efforts, in this way, still lingers with a f¢
of his surviving contemporaries, at these poin
This preacher did not a little good, at a nee

time, here : and some of his numerous oﬂ:‘l;‘:!
are found walking in his footsteps. I rej

L
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“Feflect that oneof the same name and clan, with
“the difference of but ome or two letters, Who, at
.8 later period, has often visited our peaple in
ape North, will not be the last preacher here.
Considering the disadvantages of theseremote
‘Yettlers, they rank hivherin the scale of morality

“than mignt e expected ; and their tndustrions
a0d frugai habits, in general, have earned fur |
tbem w comfartable living. I cannot say that, .

Moug (heir various pursuits, religion holds a
Prominent place, yet family worship here and

tere i3 still maintained, and most look ints
their Bibies on their silent Sabbaths, Besides,

the Missionary finds them respectful and liberal.

angd
their hands. Originaily of the Church of Scot-

nd, they, with few exceptions, form a united
®ougregation. well sblle to support a minister;
nd, amidst all the changes of “he day, they nutu

'? Y seck shelter in tue quiet bosom of their !

“‘0 mother.”’ Lgtely. ata p}lbli(: wmeeting of
¢ Congregation, it was unaniniously resolved
2 ministerial services he sought fram the Pres-
-;‘SP}' of ictou tn ‘eonuection with the Church
N Secotlund, until we can «ecure a missionary for
S, And it is timethat the Preshytery should
® up their case. The first settiers brought
h them more or less of a relizions profession.
A €W, since taken away. were distinguished for
N'Pll‘lt of prayer, and their exemplary conduct.
I"“'- the dunger is that these uccupying their
Place, will scon lose all relish for religion, nuda
d Bse of its ohligations  As regards its religious
Catitution, Cape North
2 Foreign Mission. though one at our doors
€re there is no vision, the people perish: and
.t;:. the rising generation is reverting fast to a
o e of .heuthelnsm. Wherefore,itis devoutly
_.000 dexired thut au effort be made to supply, as
»e A3 may be, this scattered little fluck. wi ha
_'.“‘"r who will gather them together, and fecd
€ with knowiedge and understanding.
JuBN GuNN.
Cape Nosth, . B., Dec. Olst, 1864,
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m°'lloi1.'-s of Johnston and Matheson.

“khT::‘B Rev. GEORGE PaTrrrson hae puh-
b a volume under ‘Iw.u!l)n\'e tile, and—
moir’ugh. s a .ru!:-, we dislike lrngm_\: me-
Pn-: of ‘lhe kum—-‘\re. may sy that n'de-
. c““} y’e.l.mf the Crristian public.  Nova
‘Pea l%l 18 atill a voumg, poor. and sparsely
‘m):dt'd country, and she cannot, therefore,
one 0 Jet the memory of any who have
et her soon die. "And although the
) eN‘lonarimy wh‘(me l’ig-gra,)l.rites are here given
Meny Chnn\.c[?rlzetl by no Ill.l.e-”ecl\ml great.
Yer and h_\'ed too short a time to do much

! M their own feld of labhor, etill, s self-
Mcing wpisits, they stand out from the

Nag . ;
t,h: of their companions, and deserve horor-
e“mel't-cngmtmn. We would, indeed, wel-

Only ‘]‘;'e ‘mo!( more unreservedly, were it
"""h:r tlhe size that it is; for what benefir
Teade, ¢ be in transeribing, for the general
Nith wao o 81hY extracts from diaries filled
e o f‘“’""me details about sehool and enl-

'-‘cl.i.:‘,' and monotonnus meditacions and

em o * that even the person who wrote
wag, 20U hardiy have had the putience to

ough in alter years; or te give, al-

once among them, he can hardly get out of :

has mast of the claims !

.5

I'most in full, a correspondence that ean be
interesting to none outside the cirele directly
concerned!  8till, let us not be quernlous.
Retter, perhaps, to have ton much than tée
iittle 3 for here and there, in the midst of the
diaries, addrexses, and correajonderee, we
do come upon an expression or an incident
that shows ue that which we wish to see: the
real buman nature of the persons ahout whom
we are reading. Aided by suen giimnses,
amd by having had some personal acquaint-
cance with both Johnston and Matheson, les
us now state wnat estimate should be formed
of their chiaracter and worth,

8. F. Juhnston was a bit of rugged buy
i genuine Scoto-Liish natvre—a man much su-
s perior to his outward seeming,  Mr. Patter-
son gives his religious pedigree with a comis
minateness of detail :— I religious profes-
sion, his ancestors had been-nat only thorough
! Presbyterians, but Sec.ders of tie strictest
Uty pe, and, for several generations, had main-
i tained a reputation for superior prety . —hix
I great grandfather, his grandfather and three
| of his brothers, hia father and one of his
i brothers, having all been ruling ‘Elders in the

¢ Presuyterian Chureh.,”  Tne italies in thag
Wit a deep, quies

|

fRentence ars our own,
conviction, in the author’s wind, of the es-
sential superiotity of the Seceder type bf
Preshytevianism, the words indicate! Not
; that we at all blame him for thus revealing
P what the Yankees would term * his proclivi-
ti=s.”  Let every bird be proud of its own
nest,

' Johnston did not get fair play in his up-
['bringing.  His parents meant well, but they
j were not only of the ** strictest type,” but of
“the straitest sect.” The innocert merri-
ment of youth they taught him to consider
idleness, Tolly, and ain ; anid thua a yoke was
put upon him that would have crushed a less
stout, and twisted a less ingenuous nature,
t But he hecame ueither a slave nor a hypo-
cciite, Toe only evidence we have, in his
| after-life, that he could stoop to denbiful and
Sunder-hand means of doing good, was ‘s
i practice he had of * writing letters anony-
| mously to persons in whom he felt an inte-
i
,

i
|
i

Irext, ot with whom he had but a slight, or;
! perhaps, no acquaintance, urging upon them
Lattention to their great concern,”  We are
sorry that Mr. Patterson contents himaelf
with mentioning sush a fact, and considering
it * of doubnfal propriety.”  If mentimed st
all, it ought 10 have been directly reprobated.
Tnere can be no mistake about the matte,
The practice is unmanly, unjostifiable, augd
unwise, It Harlan Page or suy other person
was guilty of aach eonduct, more *x the pity,
und the less his friends say ahout it the better.,

Through all the difficalties of home angd
Usurcoundings, of defective educxtion aid
poverty, Johaston steuggled. Poor foilow )
Ife was no pleasurejaunt to him, bat up-
j ceasing toil,  With pious valonr, howecerm
l with real fuith in Christ his Master—ge sy

i
i
I
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himself to his work, and thought of flinching
never entered his head. Most truly he felt
that he was * called” to go forth on * the
Lord’s crusade of merey,” and to that he
dedicated himself, and he did not once look
back. He goes as colporreur to Kansas and
Nebraska, thinking that work among the ofl-
scouringe of Furope and America would
prepars himn for work among the savages of
the South Seas. Toils and privations tell on
his frame, but he utters not one murmur—
saya scarce one word abaut them. Fording
rivers and marshes, sleeping in wet clothes
and in the upen air or in filthy eabins, among
Indians and recklexs Border ruffiane, he did
his work simply and faithfully as a mission-
ary of the Cress, Here let us honor (he
true man! 1 who knew Fulton Johuston
say that he did this not for money-—not for
name or fame, but for Jesus Christ’s aake,
and because in Him he loved brother man
and sister woman,

We need say little more ahout him here.
It would he thought ungracious in us to

.speak of the difficuities thrown by his Pres-

bytery in the way of his getting license tn
preach. But when hoobies are readily ad-
mitted into the ministry of every Church, it
it not a little proveking to find a strong
heroic soul kept back, frowned upon, and all
but hounded off. And why? Because he
was not “ a dumb dog”—hecause he saw and
bewailed and condemned * the faithless cold-
ness of the times” ; whereas, in the opinion
of aome of bis ecclesiastical superiors, he
should have heen more smooth-tongued, cold-

- blooded, and * icily regular.”

On the 8th November, 1859, Johnston left
Halifax for the New Hebrides, He arrived
in Aneiteum on the 25th June following, and
was soon after stationed on Tanna, e was
not to labour long there or elsewhern ou
earth. On January 27th, 1861, the Master
called him to his rest.

The second half of Mr. Pattersoa’s hook gives
us the memoir of Mr. and Mrs. Matheson.
Itis a sad tule. Matheson was much inferior
to Johnston in intellectual strength and in
buoyancy ana originality of character. T'he
‘devational element was strong in him. hut
hoth the state of his bodily health and his
peculiac temperament disqualified him for
useful missionary work among the hea-
then. But let us say nn unkind word con-
oerning him ; for there was in him the one
goud thing towards the Lord God of Israel,
and that is, in his dedication of himself to the !
Lord, and the Lord’s work, he was sincere, ,
Such as he was, he offered himself, and he
died at his post.

But most cordially would we recommend
Mr. Patterson’s hovk were it only beceuse of
the record of Mrs. Matheson which it con.
tains. Truly does another authar, who has
been for twenty-five years a missionary in
Polynesia in connection with the London

Missionary Society, say of her: « Seldom
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has an offering of richer promise been laid
upon the missionary altar ;” aad that in her
case, as in that of the beloved McCheyne,
‘it seems as if the Lord Lad struck the flower
from the stem ere any cf the colours had lost
their bright hue, or any leaflet its fragrance.”
And Mr. Patterson is justified in saying con-
eerning her, that ‘“ few women have heen
placed in circumstances more trying, and few
have afforded a finer specimen of Christian
patience, wisdom, and heroism.” No wonder
that when Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand
saw her coming into the room, * he advanced
to meet her, and kept hold of her hands for
a long time, and made her sit heside him on
the sofa.” 'The noble old missionary felt
that she was a worthy daughter. Many
daughters of Pictou have done well ; but she
has excelled them all. She was a niece e
Mr, Geddie, the man who is our ideal of 8
missionary. Osi sic omnes! Let the Chureh
tharck God for her missionaries, and on the
roll let the name of Mary Matheson be placed
high!

Q e

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

HALIFAX.,

Deata oF Rev. JOUN MARTIN.—~We
have spnce in the present number merely 0
announee the death of this faithful and
venerable servant of the Lord, who de-

§

parted this Jife on the 22nd ult,, at the age :

of 75 vears. His lahors in Nova Scotia have
extended over a period of half a eentury, the
vrincipal part of his time being devoted to
the charge of St. Andrew’s congregation if
Halifax, of which he was pastor for mor?
than forty years, which position he resigne
about nine vears agn, when he received th®
appointment of Superinterdent of Mission®
from the Colonial Committee. We will giv®
a short sketeh of his life and labors in ouf
next. )

ST. ANDREW'S Cnurcil.—The Rev. Geor
Boyd, at a late meeting of the Halifax Pres
bytery, demitted hix charge of the above
named congregaticn, and announced his in°
tention of returning to Scotland about th?
month of April.  Mr. Bovd has officiated 8
pastor of that congregation for over eig
vears, during which time the utmost harmon
and cordiality have existed between th¢
minister, session and trustees, and the co?’

H

i

gregation generailv, which fact has beef :
ahundantly shewn by the several substantis! |
tokens of which he has been the favore
recipient; and sure we are that his d¢
parture will be the subjict of deep regre
by those who enjoyed the benefit of his fir
Jabors in the work of the christian ministr¥*
We cordially endorse the remarks of a co
temporary :—* We are sure that his leavi®
the city will be regretted, especially by b
ministerial brethren, to whom his unifof!

F'e
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Tourtesy, and readiness to oblige and assist,

2¥e greatly endeared him. Wherever he
®ay go, the best wishes of all who know him
' Halifax will follow him.”

81. MarTHEW'S.—A collection was made.

L short time ago, in this congregation, as a
ew Yoar's Gift to the Rev. Mr. Geddie,—
:;’. be devated to whatever ohject he might
Nk hest in connection with bis mission in
e South Sens,—which amounted to $180.
¢ Ladies’ Bihle Class connected with the

tame congregation also contritfuted $32 for

the sanye purpose. We learn that Mr. Ged-

.10 intends to make use of this amount in
Upportiug an Qrphan Asylum on Aneiteum.

TRURO.

ABOUT a year and eight months ago, the
%0ple connected with the Church of Scotland
" this place received a regular pastor. ‘The

Ngregation was, and still is, very amall and

Uered, hut the following facta will ahow

at has been done by the people within that
eriod : (1) The stipend guaranteed by
r:"d‘ was only £75. but £80 have been uni-
tmly paid. The ocongregation, therefore,

ii"e more than fulfilled their legal obliga-
ﬂvm" They have done their duty. More-
b'ee"v'lt is expected that the sum of £90 may

Taiseq for the current year. (2.) Several
.wwl have been sold and let; we are not
on“'e of the exact number, (3.) The debt
) the bnilding, twenty months sgo, amount.
h 1o £318 25, 13d. It is now only £173
p':.' 6d.—having been reduced within that
N :od by £144 10s. 7}d. Thre proceeds of

\e'c‘“l‘e by the Rev. Mr. Philip, and of a
de;'ml‘ﬂing held last summer, reduced the
fr, Lby £52 10s. ; and the following extract
‘Mm the minutes of a meeting of the Trus-

e:’ date'd 25th Nov., with which we have
of t": furnnhed, will show how the main part

. ¢ reduction has been effected. It may
duep“elmsed that the debt on the Church is
Ale #xXclusively 10 Mr. George Gunn and Mr.
er. McKay, and that the sum owing to

Ay is pure outlay :— Mr. George
'how“‘ gave in his acenunt against the Chureh,
Tey, f"‘g a halance due him (including inte-
Al "{ one year and a haif) of £173 11s. 6d.
N ﬂw“ Mr. Alex. McKav rave in his account,
*xe| ¢ a balance of £92 0s. 74d. due him,
Qme“’“’e of interest. Mr. McKay kindly
of ¢d 10 deduct from his account the sum
Wre., 2 0s. 74d.  Mr. Gunn also kindly

“.d to deduet from his account the sum of

‘h“r’cl taving, in gll, as debt due on the

orl at this date, the sum of £173 11s. 6d.”
t pa this handsome and liberal conduct on
"‘“‘uu of these gentlemen, an expression of

N E)f e was recorded in behalf of the Trus-

o0 the Chureh generally, .
Trar, "8 at the state of the Church in

e "“ was considerel that the time had

hen an Elde,rship should be appoint.

I
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ed. An application te that effect having,
beeu made to the Presbytery of Halifax, this
solemn and interesting ceremeny, after all
necessary preliminaries, was expedited on
‘Tuesday, the 7th of February, when the fol-
lowing parties were duly ordained, viz.:
Messrs. William McLeod (North River, South
Branch), Thomas McCallum (North River, .
West Branch), John. A. McLean (Salmon
River), John Murray (Harmony). The Rev.
G. M. Grant preached and presided on the
occasion, and addressed the Elders in an
instructive and appropriate manuer. A meet-
ing of Session having been held, Mr. Wiiliam-
McLeod was appointed Representative Elder
for this year.

It may be mentioned that, within the past
vear, the Church has sustained a severe loss
in the death of Mr. Duncan Black, of Lower
Village, who held the office of a Truites,
Mr. Biack was a man of pure and lofty chris~
tian character, of unaffected zeal and piety,
and uof remarkably agreeable and winning
manners, and his memory will long be cher-
Lshed with deep respect by all who knew

in, :

Mr. Alex. McKay, whose energy and self-
sacrifice in hehslf of the Church cannot be
over-estimated, was nominated a Trustee in
place of Mr. Black, and kindly consented to
act.

RIVER JOHN.

PRESENTATION TO REV, MR. MCCUNNi~
We are glad to learn that, en Saturday, the
218t Jan., a deputation from 8t. George's
Church, River John, waited on their pastor,
the Rev. Robert McCuan, and, in name o
the congregation, presented him with an ex-
ceedingly handsome sleigh, in token of their
appreciation of his zealous labours among’
them.

WE notice, also, with very great pleasure,
the active preparations that are being made
by the same congregation for the erection,
in the course of next summer, of a comfort
able Manse for their pastor. An intereating
course of lectures is being delivered, with the
view of assisting in procuring the necessary
‘unds to enable them to accomplish their
ohject. Rev. Messra, Philip of t'ruro, and
G. M. Grant of Halifax, have already occu-
pied the lecturer’s stand, and four others are
announced for the month of March, vis.e
Rev. 8. McGregor, whose subject will be.
*“ Hedlev Vicars ard Christian Manliness ;"
Rev. J. V. Jost, on ** The Greatness of Great
Britain ;” Rev. Tnomas Sedgewick, on * The
Study of Words;” and Rev. Mr. McCuna,
the pastor, on “ Silver Nails.”

St. Andrew’s Sabbath Schoel, Picton.
A few Sabhaths since, some kind friend,

modestly signing himselt ** An Old Scholar,”

presented each pupil attending this schaal
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with a copy of Bateman’s Hymn Baook. con-
raining 130 Hymns and Meludies, with ap-
propriate music.  Sach acts of generoxity
are like sunbeams to Sabbath School teach-
arx, and, while thev serve to cheer them
amid the many difficulties and discourage.
ments that heset their work, aiso awaken 1o
deeper interest the vouth under their charge.
‘The scholars meet every Wednesduy evening
%0 practice the tunes, under the superintend.
ance of Mr. Jack and other members of the
shoir. Thanks to the thoughtful donor!

Presentation to Rev. Mr. McMillan.

On the 30th January, Mis« Maggie Mcln-
tosh and her father waited upon their pustor,
the Rev. William McMillan, at the Manse,
sud in the name and on behalf of the young
Jadies of his Farltown eangregation, ax a
mark of their esteem for him sud apprecia-
tian of his servicen, presented him  with
Marthew Henry's Commentary, in five folio
volomen, in heantiful type, und very hand
somely bound.— Standard.

0

General Lee’s Advice to his Son.
Tue following letter will he read with interest
6. W Curtis Lee, to whom it iz addres<ed, is
now at Richmond on the personal stafl of Presi-
dent Davia, and in command of the immediate
defences of the canital :—** Arlington House,
April 5, 1834 =My Dran Sov - T am justin the
act of leaving home for New Mexico. My fine
old regiment has heen ordeced to that distant
region, and I must hasten on to see that tney
gte proverly cared for, T have but listle to add
a teply to your letters of March 26. 27. and 28
Your letters breathe a true spirit of frankness:
they have piven myself and your mother ureit
pleasure  You muxt study to he frank with the
world. Frankness is the child of honesty and
eourage. Bay just what you mean to do wn eve
tv oceasion, and take it for granted you mean to
do right.  If a friend asks a favor, you should
rant it if it is reasomahle; if nut. tell him plain.
y why vou cannot. You will wrong him and
wrong vourself by equivocation of any kind
Never do a wrng thing to make a friend or keep
one: the man whn requires yvou to do go is derr-
1y purchaced at a sacrifice. Deal kindlv. hut
firm!y, with all vour class mates 1 vou will find
it the policy which wears best. Above all, do
not appear to others what you are not  If vou
have any fault to find with any one. tell him. not
others, of what you complain = There is no more
dangerons experiment than thet of undertaking
to he one thing before 8 man’s face and another
tehind his back. \We shou!d live, act. and say
nothing to the injuty of any ons. Itis not only
best as a matter of .rinciple, but itis the path
to peace an‘l honor. Inregard to duty. let me,
tn conclnsion of this hasty letter, inform you that
nenrlv a hundred years agn there was aday of
remarkal'e gloom and darkness—still known as
the dirk dav—n day when the light of the sun
war slowly extingnished, as if by an eclipse
‘Bhe Leginiature of Connecticut wis 1n sesim,
and A< its members saw the unexpected and un-
pe otintahle darkness coming on they shared in
the general nwe and terror. It was aunposed by
many that the Last Day—the Day of Judgment
»h“q come. Some one, in the consternation of

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

the hour, moved an adjournment. ‘Then ther€
arose an old Puritan legislator—Devonport 0

Stamford—and xaid that if the Last Day hs

come, he desired to be fonud at h s place doing
his duty, and therefore moved that candles he
hrought in. o that the House eould proceed Wi"h
its duty. ‘There was quietness in that man'¥
mind—1the guietness of heavenly wisdom and in

flexible willingness to obey present duty.
then is the subiimest word in our language
Do vour duty in all things, like the old Puritan-
You eannot d wmore; you should never wish t¢
do less. Never let me and yonr motirer weaf
one grey haingor any lack of duty on your part
—Your affectionate futher, R E. Ler.””

——
b

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH,

1855 HONE MISSION.,
Fob—Col. 8t. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, £5 § L

———
LAY ASSOCIATION,
St. Andrew’s Church, New Glasgowh

Statement of Monies Received from the Collertor?
tor the yearending3lst J inuor y. 1864 audp-l"
over to James Fraser, Esq., Central I'recsuref’

Miss Margaret C. McDonald and Miss

Heurietta Tippineott. for North

Division, New Glasgow, £4 6 %
Miss Sarah Fraserand Misv Annie Me-
Kay, for South Division, wNew
Glasgaw, 516 0O
Mixs Catherine Fraser, for West Side,
New Glaseow, ¢
Miss McKenzie sad Miss Fraser, for )
Alhion Mines Section. [ 4
Misk Elizibeth Wier, for Pine Tiee
Section, 1 86
mema g
Total, £1913 ¢

List of Monies Received and paid as abore, 1o
the year ending 31st January, 1865.
Miss Sarah Fraser and Miss Annje Me-
Kay, for North End, New Glas.
gow, £5 % 104
Miss Margaret C. MeDonald and Miss ’
Henrietta Lippineott, for South

End, New Glasgow, 528
. ey, e’
Total, £10 4 3

A. FRASER, (Dowsxr), See:

O —

Acknowledgment of Monies receive?
. ‘for Profe<sor’s Salury in
Dalhousie College.

Tur following 13 a statement of the moni¢
acknowledged in the last Record. by W.Gount®
Fsq.. as received from me for the puymentnf'ﬂ
Professor in Dalhausie College. And B wot
beg. in the name of the F.ducation Committee,
thank these gentlemen for their ready reapol"'
to our call for this abject

ArLex. McKar, Vice-Convener-

Rev. G. M. Grant, Halifax, £5 0 :j
Rev G. W. Stewart, Musquodohoit, 15,
A. McKov, Esq, Truro, 315 t
J. Hart, Esq., Baddeck. C. B., 210 .
L. McDougall. Esq..Whycocamagh, C.B.2 10 ‘
A. Campbell. Exq, Broad Cove, C.B., 5 0 4
Hon C.Camphell, Baddeck, €. B., 18 1
Roger's Hill Congregation, 4 Oy
A. McK . o 2 0/'
——0
Toral, £ 6

Dutys |

-



