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IMPORTANT!

In order to mect the wishes of many friends
who have not yet completed their canvass, on
account of the absence of snow and other
causes, we have decided to extend the time
during which names will be received on club
lists to the first day of February next. This
will also apply to renewals. In both casesall
who remit for 1878 by the 15T FEBRUARY,
will be cntitled to the Presbyterian YEAR
BooK—~the premium offered to all subscribers.

We hope that agents will push the canvass
vigorously during January. Thousands have
not yet been asked to subscribe who would
freely give their names, if calicd upon.  The
season has been very much against canvassers
in country districts; but an efiort should now
be made to rcach cvery family connected
with our Church.

The YEAR Book will soon "¢ published.
The last sheets are now passing throug! the
press; and as soon as it is out of the binder’s
hands cveryone cntitled to a copy will be
supplied. Th¢ present issuc is unusually in-
teresting and valueble; and we hope to be
asked to send out thousands of cupics,

AN
NoTtEs oF THE SWEEK.
o ——— T .
MR Moopy'smeetings in Providence arc angto, ng
the carnest atiention of all cdaswcs.  Music Hhil, cae
largest audience room i the iy 1s cronded o as
utmost capacity.

THE Rev. George Muller discliims way counnecuon
with the Plymouth Brethren.  He occupies an wde-
pendent pesition as an cvangeheal preacher and pas-
tor. Among the helpers in his institution at Bristol,
Eungland, there are representatives of aght denonuna-
tons, and he receives a cordial welcome to the pulpts
of all branches of the church.

THE Free Presbytery of Aberdeen has finally adopt-
cd the charges’ against Professor Robertson Smith,
having added one to those reported by the commattee
to. the cffect that the Professor, by his writings,
through ncutrality of tone and rashness of critical con-
struction, had tended to disparage the Divine author
ity and irispired character of the Scriptures.

Wxlcarn that the lecture on “ LUTHER,” to be given
by the Reve T. W. Handford, of this city,in Oak-

mtended.

- and many other prominent office-bearers of our church.

vill~, in aid of the Munse fund, will be delivered in the |
Presbyterian Church, Oakville, on Thursday evening,
the 10th inst., instead of Friday, the 11th, as origtnally
We heopenk for the fricnds of that Church
a large attendance, more especially by those Living in
the adjoming scctions.

“TH: Evangelization of Cities and the Adaptation
of Presbytenanism Thereto,” was the subject of a
recent address by the Rev. Dr. John Hall before the
Presbyterian Association of Baltimore. It was held
by the speaker that the Presbyterian system is
espectally fitted for reaching the masses by reason of
1ts independence of civil power, its theory of educating
the people, 1ts facilities for co-operating with other de-
nominations, and its doctrine of equality.

SeAIN appears once more to be on the verge of
revolution.  Alfonso’s reign hus bren peaceful as com-
pared with the years of civil disorder which preceded,
but taxation has been overwhelming, and the old
hatred of the Bourbons has revived throughout the
land.  1Itss sad that only two parties, the Monarchists
and the Liberals, now exist in Spam, and a Liberal
toumph, the downfall of the monarchy and the estab-
hshment of a republic are expected by some of the
Liberal leaaers.

OME of our daddy papers reports that in a lecture
delivered by Archhishop Lynch in St Michael's
Cathedral, vn Sabbath evening last, * His Grace con-
cluded by saying that he was glad to he able to state
that the bad spirit which prevailed agamst the image
of the Muther of God was fast disappeaning.  He had
scen it of late years n the houses of many respectable
Protestants, and even in the Normal School n this
oty the Blessed Virgin embracing her Son occupieda
prominent position.” Isit really necessary to have a
Roman Catholic Archbishop for the purpose of point-
ing out theur errors to PProtestants ?

‘Thy Christmzs concert by the young ladies of the
Presbyterian College, Brantford, was given on Wed-
nesdav evening, the rgth uit  The large dining rorm
of the college was filled to overflowng with the friends
and guardrans of the college.  Dr. Kemp presided on
the occasion, and with hun on the platform were Dr.
Corckrone, the President of the oollege, Rev, D. D,
Meleod of Pans, Rev John Thoemson of Ayr, amd
athers Amony the audience were Hon, D, Chnistie,

‘The entire performances —music, and dialogues in
English, French, and Germian, were exceedingly sat-
isfactory, and gave evidence of carcful training,

A CONTROVERSY has been going on for some time
m the columns of the “ Globe,” between the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Toronto and Rev. Rabert Ker.
Episcopal munister, Chelsea, Que., on the Bible as
the rule of faith.  Besides the great advantage of
having truth on his side, Mr. Ker is intellcctually
much more than amatch for the Archbishop. The
following, which are the concluding sentences of his
last letter may be taken as a sample of the way in
which he handles him- “We don't for a moment
doubt Dr 1 ynel's heart, but we entertain very grave
doubts about his head.  He is like many others in
his Church, a good decal better than their syste.
The almost childish simplicity of Dr. Lynch's charac-

ter is manifested by his gravely telling the public that

some Protestant of an enquiring turn of sind solemn-

\ Iy asked him, *Why do Catholics believe in what

they do not understand 2 He then takes and jots it
down in a book, and in giung this question a first
place in his catechism Dr. Lynch writes himself down
as an exccllent, kind-hearted citizen, but a hopelessly
bad theologian.”

ON Sabbath morning last, Rev. Principal Grant of
Qucen's College, Kingston, preached in St. Andrew’s
Church, in this city, froin Matt. xvi. 19: “ But where-
unto shall 1 hken this gencration? [t is hke unto
children sitting in the markets and calling unto their
fellows, and saying: We have piped unto you and ye
have not danced; we have mourned unto you and ye
have not lamented. For John came neither eating
nor drinking, and they say he hath a devil. The Son
of Man came cating and drinking, and they say, Be-
hold a man glutionous, and a wine bibber, a friend of
publicans and sinners.  But wisdom is justificd of her
children.” The doctrines which he deduced from
that passage were: {1.) God’s wisdom in seeking to
cducate man into a nght mcthod of life and the high-
est culture by bringing to bear on him different moral
influences according to his need. (2.) Man's folly
and perversity in resisung both kinds of teaching,
and for contradictory reascns, although he needs both
kinds of teaching and example. (3.} That the highest
model of life is that presented to us in the eaampie of
Christ, and thercfore, that in studying His hife the
Christian gets the only possible answer to the practi-
cal question, “What is the right kind o/ lfe for a
Christian to lead?” In the evening the Reverend
Principal preached to an overflowing congregation in
the Central Presbyterian Church.

THE latest news from the seat of war in the East
are the most hopeful that have reached us for some
time. They certainly indicate a temporary cessation
of blcodshed; and they also seem to point in the
dircction of pcace. The hopelessness of the Turks
as to receiving aid from England—a hopelessness
manifested by their having now at length ceased to
®sk the question, * When will the English army ar-
rive?” together with the disasters recently expen-
enced by them in the loss of Kars and Plevna, are
supposcd to have brought them to that quict and sub-
ducd state of mind which is favourable to the making
of treaties.  The great expense and difficulty of trans-
porting troops to Jhe lumits of his vast empire under
the severity of a Ru sian winter, the stoppage of the
raibvays in Roumania, and the carrying away of
bridges on the Danube, are considered to have exer-
ased a sumidar imfluence-—though not perhaps to the
same extent- on the mind of the northern potentate.
Accordingly, Mr. Layard, the British Ambassador at
Constaptinople, has been nstructed to sound the
Porte as to its vi:ws on peace; and the Ambassador
at St. Petersburg has received sunilar instructions
with regard to the Russian government. Whether
thesc negotiations will lead to the desired result or not
is very uncertan.  Butin the meantime the destrue-
tion of bridges on the Danube by ice has hindered
the forward movement of Russian troops; and 1t 15
also reported that the Turks are about to ask for an
armistice.  Itas thercfore to be hoped that the cam-
puign 15 at an end for this scason, apd that another
campaign may be rendered unnecessary by the con-
clusion of a peace consistent with civil and religious
hi , and at the same time precluding the gratifica-
tion of & grasping ambition.
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EMMANUEL.

** They shall call hus nam;.{;‘_mmmucl. which being inter-
preted, is God with us."—MaTTEW i, 23.

Tas is a proﬁhccy taken from the wntings of the great

evangelieal prophet, Isalah. It Is a prophecy which was
¢ntended to apply 10 and desceibe the tirth of Mesdah. It
13 not a mer= accommodation of enother histone event to this
one, on account of a_general resemblance between the two.
1t way have had its fulfilnient in the ntth of a cinid not lung
after, and the deliverance of Judah frora the yoke of inva-
sion.  But even if so the chief reference 15 none the lesy to
the heavenly child, born of the Virgin Mary, in the tulncss
of "une, for the world's redemption and safvation. **They
shall call His name l‘?mmnnucl‘." that 1s, they shall have good
cause an-d occaston to call Ham suz He will be signally en-
utled to bear the name. Py never did actually cali the
Savionr by this name.  He never esther asswned or received
this name in public, and awmong men.  He was known by
the name ** Jesus,” and by the cumpound designation "{(‘slls-
Chnst.”  The name Emmanuel 1s more canprehensively and
mote grandly descnptue of His rature, His comng, His
work among men. A ineditatzon on this subject, if st has
truth and wisdom n it, ought to help us to hecp our great
Chnstian fesuval with joy and proat, both 1o oursclves and
others.

There is a sense in which this Jescriptive title might with
propriety be applied —indeed, we find it was o applied—to
other persons than Jesus Christ, living in times long before
His. ) .s worth while looking at some of the Old Testa-
saent scuptures which bear this out.  Genesis xxvi 24 »ays,
concerning Isaac, ** And the Lord appearcd unto him the
«ame mght and said, 1 am the God of Abraham, thy father ;
fear niut, fear not, for I am with thee”  in a Jawer and rela
tive sense Fsaac might have been named Emmanuel by his peo
pic and by his neighbors - **and w .1l bless thee and multyly
thy seed, for my seivant Abraham’s sake.” 'indccd, this
mesence of Gud with His servant was so manifest a thing,
that Alimslech and his friends came 1o him and szil, in ex
lanation of thesr change of dispusition and behaviordowards
}nm. **\We saw certainly that the Lord was with thee, and
we said, Let there be an oath betwixt us, and a covenant.”
Su, too, it 1s sa.d that ““the Lonl was with joscllh, and ke
was a prosperous man.”  And Jacob said in dying, * Gold
shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your
fathers.”  Of yuung David, while yet in his father's house,
it is said, **He is conning in playing, and a nughty valant
man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and 2
comely person, and ™' —1o crown all with immaculate chanm,
and to bind all together in andecaying strength, it is adled
—*the Lond 1s with him.”  Solomon prayed at the dedi-
catiwn of the Temple, * The Lord our God be with 1y as
He was with our fathess *  And the prophet Zecharah te
presents ten men of different nations whing hold of the shut
of him that is a Jew, and saymng, ** We will go with yeu, for
v Aave heard that God s weeh 3ou.”  So that the idea 1 o0t
revealed for the first time an the birth and coming of Jesus
Christ.  There 15 reason to suppose that even the fact of -
camation was, in a sense, and for some particalar occasiens,
antedated by himsclf.  But how %rcat!y lc advances the
idea, how singularly and disvinely He illustrater the fact, the
Guspel history tells us, and this season of the year brings joy-
fally to our memory.

Emmanuel is a word which man could not make, for the
idea contained in 1t is not natural in the bosom of humanity.
God above us, away from us, gone up from the earth in dis
pleasure ; God ruling the world, and wnlchin? His occasions
1o come forth upon men with reproofs and sudden judgments

~those 2re our instinctive thoughts.  They are thoughts, too,
which never vanish away ; and they are nut peculiar to any
une age or astion.  You find them ~verywhere, aud among
all people. A God all smiles, and - ith nothing but fusors
in his hands, has never been imagined by man. — And 1s not
imagined now. It some men say what they will, they can
not pearsuade the mass of men that such a God exists. ~ The
huiwan censcience testifies for truth and justice, has respect
to some unalterable law, points to God as the source of the
law, reproves for sin, calls for moml judgment, and w5l nos
acceps superficial emedy.  If the thought, **God with us,”
were casy and natural, we should not have our attention
called to it in tlus passage as to a great wonder:
** Behold—and they shall call His name Emmanuel ™
In Him God comes nearer.  Or say if you will that tic re.
veals in Him the nearness 1o which, by our estrangement
and sin, or through our natural dulness and incapacity, we
are blind and in.ensible  <av, if you will, that Gnd &
naturally near toman, a twithstanding man's natural thought
that hets not 1t is quite true }e besete us behind and
before. He feeds with His cwn bountiful hand every living
thing. Hc cannot *“*come down,” it may be said, sinee He
is always, in His essential lhcught and being, beneath al}
depths.  He cannot derome merciful, since He is etemally
merciful, aad ki.d, and pitiful.  Still, if mep will not
Lelieve this, if they go on repeating to their own hearts that
tie must also be ¥uﬁ of justice, and truth, and hohness;
while of themselves they can see no method of harmony by
which these apparently diverse and almost opposite qualities
in God can act together “ieneficially for men; we come to
the same conclusion practically, that there is a need for some
divine interposition of a quite peculiar kind, by which God
shall come actually nearer, or by which the nearness that
already exists may be revealed in such >mis and 10 such
effects as will constitute man’s salvation. The entire truth
comprehends both ideas.  There is o natural nearness of
God to man which docs not need to be constituted and made,
but caly to be revealed and cxplained ; und thercis also a
new an cious nearness of God which £ coastituted and
made by Him whose name is thus Emmanuel.  This last is
the nearness into which Gad ““comes,” for which there has
been moml locomotion ; winch Is, neccessarily, a thing of
degrees, and is regulated in each particular case by the

- v

amount of readiness existing. This is "coming down” in.
decd. This is **dmwing nigh” by traversing vast motal
distances, distances quite messureless by us, and may well,
on contemplation of condescension so wonderful, be hailed,
as it is in our passage, with an exclamation of surprise :—
* Behold—Emmanuel I"—GCod with us.

4.

God with us in wenderful cordescension.—TFor, what Is the
coming thus announced and signatised, that §s to be for ever
above all uther Divine comings among men? It is not an
advent Hlustted by any visible glory on the heaveus, 1t Is
tbt the *“rending® ot “'bowing™ of the heavens that He
may come down, as Hc once did, in fire and stonn prociaime
I8¢ His majesty and holiness to a sinful, trembling world,
Noris it a swift passage round the earth in whirlwind -
cloudy dust scattered from His feet. It 15 not cven the
shmmf; of Gud through the angei face nor the appeacnance &f
the Divine power in the person of some virtuous and mlﬂ‘hty
munarch gathering thasplendours of this world about i
while he reveals a far greater. 1t is the vugin's womnb, the
manger-cradle, the lowly conditions, the poor estaw. Of
course the great stegan Iivine condescension 15 fur Gd (o
Le in human nature at all - to take tru'y a human body and
human soul as the shnne, and residence, and orpan of the
Dieity. The incamation 1 the great miracle of lore, holding
all nuracles an atsell.  But st is quite cencevable that the
wcarnativn might have been accomphshed by means of very
defie.cnt carthly circumstances, and 50 as (o be divested of
all those special marks of condecension which, ac we know,
umpart to il as it s presented to us i the Gospel history,
such cunsiderateness, such teaderness, such grace of love
and thoughtiul sympathy. low beautifully touching are
all the circumstances of the case! The Church never weanes
n recalling them.  The story of \he Saviour’s Incth 1s told,
s sead, 15 histened to every year airesh without the least
abatement of interest. A new edition of the bouk v as 1t
were published every year.  There have been eghtcen
hundred ediions, an:?thc interest is growmg and not namng.
Why does the story thus find its way so surely to the cum-
mon heart ? 1o pan, we cannot but unagine, because itisa
stury which has uts unfolding from first to last amid scenes
of common lhife.  The simple maden-mother from the wi-
lage among the hills; the buth on a joumcy away fiuwm
hume, the linthplace among the cattle in a built su{lc. ur
as probably in a limestune cave used for stable and for shel-
ter fus palgrims when the inn was full; the worship of the
shephiesds, the condescension in all that s ot unly stakang,
but teader and beauuful. 1t appeals to the common heart.
It interests the simple. 1t comfurts the puur and 6ills them
with a4 wondir they cannot cxpress, as they see how near
Gud has cume, not to hamanity alune, but to them.  They
—-all the sunple and the pous, and the villagers, and the
shephents, and the tillers of the ground, and the countiy-
folhs, amd ai mothers, and all joung children, can put a
specsat can, b 2sis if they will into the word  Enunanued, and
ay Gal wah ue; while also, m propontivn as the
learned, arl the wealthy, and the great are 1n
dispostiun sumole and  childlike, they will sympathize
with thar huebler and poorer brethren, and be glad of
the mwle as w 1l as of the fact of the great mamfesiation,
snce thus without cumpromuse of dignity or shadowing of
true glory, there s as it were a touch of favour given to
those who numerically constitute the great mass of mankind.

1L

Emmanuel — Gad wcizh us to take asvay the sin that hinder. us
Srom bang sath God, and from belicving fully that God «an
b watk 5. Evidently thas is one of the special things that
needs to be done by the coming of God among men. I
this were not done, nothiug clse, of any real or per-
manent worth, could be done.  If sin were r ° taken
away frum us, no matter what might bc  brought.
Heaven itself might be brought, m  descniption and
picture, but of what avail if the ciements of hell are left
all through the world, and brooding in the individual breast ?
In a hosjatal filled with sick and wounded men jou may put
coloured windows, youa may hang pictures on the wally, and
you may Al the air with soft musi; and the wounded weary
men would probably, most of them, look and listen fur a
litle while with some interest, and then they would say,
with only a decper weariness, *‘You are very hind, but oh
if you cuuld oni; make us well!'”  Then, this descent of
tind in Chrst, this draning near to us in the moml and
vital teia1ons of our life in Bim, what is it in relation to
stn?  Certainly no merely artistic treatment of the matter.
Tle does n~t come as a monarch with a great proeession.
He does not come as an antist to open galleries of celestial
mctures, *or as a phitosaphic deseriber and teacher of re-
condite things, nor as a poctic singer of heavenly lays 1o be
chantei by .agelic choirs.  He cones us a physician.
Right mto the heart of the sick, weary, heavy-ladea warld
He <~ mes; and looking round with profoundest
sympathy, and as though ahw.ost made sick Himsel! by the
sight, says, I am come 10 heal you, but I cannct do it by
prescripticn, or by pood advice or by showing the example
of perfe~ health in Myself  No way but one—I must die
that yot may live.” e are presuming thus to put words inte
the mouth of Christ, but they are words only fccglydcscri tive
of the facts and deeds of His life and history, Yle is here,
as an Tnfany, introduced into the world by the angels in
their brightness and with their songs ; bug, we know that
when the years of His youth and opening manhood
shall have sped, He will go away, and will have no
angelsto attend Him then  See, Ye goes away in anguish,
m deep death sorrow, in loncliness, and with a cry, *‘beas-
ing nur sins in His own body on the tree,” ‘“making an end
of sin by the sacrifice of Himse).” Emmanuel, also, o
make an end of 5in i1 us, and to give us a living past in His
own holy Efe. Emmanuel to be born in us, reproducing
Himself, a true Christ in every believing breast : thus mak-
ing thousands of Bethlehems in cevery past of the world,
some higher and soine humbler than the first.  Christ in us
the hope of glory., Christ changing us into His own image,
and ever more and more, **from glory to glory, as by the
Spirit of the Lond.

111 P S

Emmanuel—God tith us ¢ change sorabness info stithpeh,
and to Avep thestrength from failifip.  After the fever are the
days of convalescence,” "The death-sickness has gone, but
the full life-strength has not yet come.  “That comes slowly,
and in panrt fithully, To the personal consciousness the
strength at times is no more than that of the brulted reed or
the beading willow.  To will {s present, but how to perform
that which is good—~how to ﬁxform the yery thing that has
been wiiled ~{s not found. How to find that Sicret, How
get practiesl daily strength for daily need and duty, for the
carrying out of the pra convictions, for the doing of
svhat the hand has found to to? That in tfié gueat discove:y
1t was neveg fully made until Christ cames oF by thosg who
were expecting 11is coming, 1t could not pg shade, - Fhere
was 0 strength anywhere to b discoveredi-No sealed foun-
tdi1N of energy lay in dumsu nature ready to rise at thé fuv
unsealing togeh. ~ Not In naturkvirtod-or courn, the
seceet lier  Not in blood, not in flesh, not in the will
man —all these are but the terms of weakness and insuffi-
ciency corsidered in themselves; and there needs to be in
them and tArongh them, the strength of all st th, the
thought of ali thought, U« steadiast willing which nesve:
chanyes, nor ever (ah- of accomplishment.  Well, but all
tius is but to xay that our need is a rresfcm God, a Lot
Jehovah wm whom s everlasting strength, in whose power we
may work, on whose anm we may lean, by the breath of
whose Spint we may hive and move, and have this our better
bemng.  Jesus is Emmanucl for this end among others--t
cnable us to say that when we are weak then are we strong,
because His strength is ourr, and because it is made perfoct
its woakuess,

v,

Fmmanuel— God with us, to wipe away our lears, aad ¢
comfort us su our sorvere.  This is the child whoisto be *“a
wman of sorrons and «equainted with grief.””  His human lu.
is to be 2 burden to lum rather than a joy. Heis to wee;
at graves, to groan and shudder in dark gardens of agony,
ras the piercing death-cry on a cross—and yet, or ratlic.
we might say tierefore, He 18 to be such a comforter of othe. .
as never has been in the world before,  His voice in stk
sooms and un lonely paths will be softer than summer breeae,
sweeier thau a Juver's voice.  He is to stand by the bed tha.
holds the derd child gazed at and sorrowed oterby the wey;
g mother ; by the bies of the young man casried out to h..
burial ; by the grave after it has received its tenant, and say
to every stricken mourner who will hear his words—*‘1.:
nut your heart be troubled.”  Is not all this some fulfilnent
of the beautifl promise— *“And God shall wipe zway all
tears from their eyes.”

st is also truc that Etnmanual brings sorrow into the world
with Him. He teaches us what to be sorry !’mx and how
to weep.  ** Our atiliction aboundeth by Christ.” But all
such surrowing ends in joy. The consolativn suns quickly
and fully along the very channel which has been opened o
deepened by the afiliction.  This weeping codures for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning.

v.

Emmanucl—Godwnth us, to relicve and soften the decp dars
mystertes of this life—mystenics which, without Him and
His grace, would completely overcloud and, tn the sputual
seuse, overwhelmus, The real mystenes of this lite are,
subsaantially, as deep and as dark now as they were thou-
sands of years ago, ndeed, cver since the human world be-
gan. Here they stand around us, some of them ¢qnite close
to us, othess farther off making a dim and sad circumference
to oar hie ; and all this world’s great Erogrm flashes no
light upon them, furnishes nothing which approaches o
promises cven an mtellectnal solution of them.  The Gospel
1self 15 not an ntellectual solution of them, Tt is a moral
victory over them; but they are not anmhilsted or made
less.  Sin suil works 1 every ratosal soul,  Ewi
stalks abroad n_the hght of day, and there is none

to linder 1. Monarchs and imighty men who tumn
whole nations o batile-fields, and whole ’pcoplts
inte xrmves,  are  largely  on the side of evil.

They call evil geod, and there 15 none to rebuke or answer.
Paimn racks many gentle sennitive frames, tenanted by gentie
and scnsiive spirits which have sinned far less than mulo-
tudes of the strong and healthy to whom pain never cemes.
And disaster sweeps like a desolating flood over many a
ficld of human windusiry.  And death, sudden and unexpect-
ed, datkens many 2 happy home. And the grave is as silent
as when Abel was lxuneé, as when patriarchs were gatheren
to thewe fathers.  And hearts may break with anxiety, and
the air may, at imes, be full of sighs and questionings.  But
there 1s no reply.  Not a grave stits, Not a star fiom on
hiph gives answer.  Not the flash or the wafting of an ange!
passing anywhere ; nor the softest words spoken to us 1y
any who have died. It sometimes grows awful. And the
morc, that your wise men can do just as little as your feolish
men, as little as the babes in your cradles, to give explana-
tion. .

But now listen—* God with us"—not to reason with us
unty} we shall declare ourselves zatished ; not to lain to
us all we might desire to know ; not to institute schools of
celesiial philosophy, or higher systems of theolory all over
the workf; but God with ustosay : *“ Itis J, be not afraid ;
to tell us that the world 1s not fatherless, 1s not forsaken, s
not neglected, that all things arc ruled, that nothing is haj-
peaung by chance, and that we must trust and wait. Yo,
the substance of the Divine revelation on the mystenes of
our life and of this world is this—and the more we consider
it, the greater it will appear—** Yeu do not know, but |
konow—lct that be enough. Keep near to me.  Be afrad
of no darkness when you grasp my hand.  Possess your soul
in paticnce, and watch for the momning.” .

vi.

Cod with us, lo prepare us for going to be Yor ever wuth
Him. Out of birth comes death; but out of death comes
birth again. Out of change comes that which itself must
chauge and pass away. Bat all this transiency, ahd aasting
sickness of the world, and perpetua) pasing away of men, 1s
furnishing to immontal spirits the scciet clements of penna-
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nence and unchanging life. Time is travailing i i
. life, g in pain to-
g;rnds tl}e blfith of eternity, and earth will soon pass away in
©s, In order to give place to incombustible and incorrup-

tible heavens, wh . ;
home for His:chil ;::n.the great Father will make eternal

WORDS FOR THE HOUR ON TEMPERANCE.,

The approach of the holiday season furn;
fiting occasion for a fresh protest against oftujug Tosiciats
upon New Year’s Day, but for a bird’s eye 1 noe
of the present aspects of the temperance r{zf b ance’lgﬁ o
nicious custom of setting out wine oy it
ors on the birthday of the year d’ Punch, etc., before visit-
pip o res R 2 e, P
1thou! ?
require intoxicztisnha%zw of excuse.  Hospitality does not
co?fee, lemonad g beverages, as long as ample supplies of
provided. Maa ¢, and other harmless drinks can be so easily
wine on New yr 2, 5 0ung man takes his fatal first glass of
dint ew Year'’s Day. Many another has had his in-
h]i:;znt appetite for alcoholics confirmed by the temptations
¢ld out by female hands. It is not too stro fﬁp g
to say that the ) ngan a n"n&txon
Y woman who deliberately offers an intoxicati
g!ass to aman deserves to suffer the woes of a drunk :ll’g
wife or a drunkard’s mother. Nor is it too much to sa atlix ¢
Do one has aright to ask God’s blessing on his hom, Y 'hS :
he makes that home a place of perilous temptation t Snwary
feet and to those which easily * stumble,” o unwary
2. During the year now closing a cons i :
has arisen over the question whet%er ‘s:;?rsxlt?::ag: discussion
take away entirely the physical appetite for st vers}%n'czl‘cn
The position that a change of heart does often ror:ig rll;x"
physu:a.,l effect has been stoutly affirmed at slt;::e ug: lt\d:-s
Moody’s temperance meetings and elsewhere That
sporadic cases of this kind have never occurred we are not
prepared to deny ; but surely they cannot be frequent enough
to establlsh. such an extraordinary hypothesis. The a etigte
for alcoholic stimulants is a bodily craving, often amo%%ting
10 a confirmed disease. Sometimes it is hereditary ; some-
times it is produced and deeply-seated by lon; indlflq’ence in
Stimulants. ~Certain bodily tissues become affected by drink
and so affected that they inevitably thirst for more drink:
Now, that the supernatural grace of God may givea man the
POWer to resist the cravings of a physical appetite is in ac-
cordan(fc with the Bible and with human experience. The
SI““{m): 1s not obliterated. He is conquered and kept under.
his is the glory of divine grace that it ““giveth us the
Victory,” not over foes which have no existence, but over
those ‘which have a terrible vitality. When Paul struck hard
OWS to ‘‘keep under ” his physical appetite he was not
fighting a man of straw. John B. Gough—-in a late address
In Lafayette-avenue Church, Brooklyn—affirmed most dis-
tinctly his utter disbelief in the new theory that a spiritual
Conversion has any such physical effect as to obliterate the
ppetite for liquor.  There'is no better authority than this,
after thirty-five years of wide observation and severe personal
®xperience.. His own appetite for drink is only a tiger
¢hained up by vigilance and the Divine strength.
th very theory is a dangerous one which leads people into
¢ delusion that they can safely tamper with intoxicants.
¢ worst thing about alcohol is its infernal subtlety. It
an deceive the very elect. Thousdnds of Christians have
len by its sorcery. I knew an otherwise excellent church-
ﬁ‘ember who was often so overcome by his wine-bottle that
¢ could not conduct his family worship intelligibly. A man
Ytho had been apparently converted from inebriety has
Olten exhorted and prayed in my own church-meetings, and
5 !.hen been tracked to the dram-shop, on his way home
fom the service! A very large number of those who have
Signed the total abstinence pledge in Mr. Murphy’s mass-
;““llngs have already gone back to their cups. All such
f;‘C‘S-—aud we could multiply them indefinitely—only con-
li‘m the Bible truth that strong drink “‘is a mecker,” and
;: b‘?m"sl‘ once puts himself under its power discovers that
d ites like a serpent and stings like an adder. We do not
eny that many inebriates have been soundly converted ; we
ave the names of such on our church-roll to-day. But
every such man should write on-the palm of his hand : /
Cannot trust God too muck, and [ cannot trust myself too little.
e vast majority of persons, male or female, who ever
becpme drunkards go down at last to the drunkard’s doom.
his is one of the most overwhelming and unanswerable
argumeénts in favor of entire abstinence from the ensnaring
glass. Isit not about time to stop quarreling about dis-
g“tf%d Bible texts, and to rest this moral reform upon the
asis of common sense and Christian philanthropy? I dare
not drink for my own sake, 1 ought not to drink for my
Reighbour’s sake. This is a total abstinence platform strong
enough and broad enough for all to stand upon.
3. Female inebriety is on the increase. When women are
once enslaved by liquor or opium they are even more dif-
t.cnlt cases to reform than men. Among the occupants of
enement.houses and in the by-streets female drunkenness is
appall}ng. Baillie Lewis testifies before a parliamentary
Commission that jn Edinburgh the principal factor of intem-
perance among females is the licensed grocer’s shop. What
l\s,true of Edinburgh and Glasgow is equally true of New
( ork and Brooklyn. The great mass of drinking women
t;“’“h the exception of prostitutes) procure their drams at
¢ El'ocery. his fact gives fresh emphasis to the wisdom
of the efforts sow being made by Dr. Crosby’s Society, by
the State League, and by the Brooklyn ** Brotherhood ” to
break up the corner drinking-deps. And the further we push
this matter the more hideously illogical and suicidal i®secems
for the civil authorities to Jicense a tippling-house of any
ind or under any circumstances. But the refusal to license
?‘r to allow tixpling-houses of all grades means practical
- prohibition, So that Dr. Crosby and his co-workers
will soon find themselves confronted with the question: Are
we ready for that ?
The last twelve-months has witnessed a decided progress
of agitation and discussion among the thoughtful classes in
Great Britain, The *Church of England Temperance

.. Society: numbers athong its supporters the Bishops of

Oxford, Exeter, and several more of its influential’ leaders.

+

The brilliant Canon Farrar (author of the * Life of Christ )
is delivering radical teetotal sermous in Westminster Abbey!
Basil Wilberforce is agitating Britain with as much eloquence
for total abstinence as his celebrated grandfather did for
Negro emancipation.
popular orators in the Established Church. The British
reformers are far more thorough, scientific, and statistical in
their philanthropic movements than we are. They have
great faith in parliamentary commissions.

Before the present *‘Committee of the House of Lords ” a
very interesting series of answers has lately been rendered by
Sir William Gull, the eminent physician of Guy's Hospital.
Sir William agrees with Dr. Richardson and Sir Henry

" Thompson in denouncing the too free use of alcoholic medi-
cines. He testifies that he treats fever patients without
alcoholic stimulants; that the use of wine, ales, and bran{ly
by overworked people is useless and dangerous ; and that in
regard to intellectual labour @// such drinks are positively
hurtful ! * Even the moderate use of alcoholic drinks he
pronounces to be injurions to the nerve-tissues and deleter-
ious to health. In reply to the question of the Archbishop
of Canterbury and Lord Penrhyn, he boldly said that there
is a great deal of injury done to health by the habitual use of
wines even in so-called moderate quantities.” This is rather
radical doctrine to be heard in aristocratic quarters. He
denies that alcoholic beverages either improve the intellect,
or impart strength, or add nourishment, or supply warmth
to the body.
and the feeling of heat.” Sir William closed by advocating
the immediate abandonment of intoxicating beverages on
the same principle that he would the prompt abandonment
of poisons.

When such wholesome teachings are heard from such
influential quarters, it is time that American physicians be-
gan to reconsider their practice of freely using and recom-
mending alcoholic tonics. Some of them do give the weight
of their influence in opposition to such tonics ; but it is still
an undeniable fact that an immense amount of drunken-
ness is produced by the use of wines and Bourbon as restor-

atives. _Alcohol covers up a great deal ; bat it cores very
little. In medicine, as in the social circle, “‘wine is a
mocker. Whoso is deceived thereby is not wise.” A

«Happy New Year” would it be if it banished the decanter
from every house in our land.—Z%eodore L. -Cuyler, D.D.,
in N. Y. Independent.

THE HEM OF THE GARMENT,

He walks in the earth and the heaven,
The Lord in his raiment bright;
His robe is crimson at even, =~ -
1t is gold in the morning light ;
And it trails on the dusky mountains
With a silver fringe at night.

High over the people thronging
Is the light of his pure, calin face ;
Can the uttermost need and longing
Come fronting that awful place?
But to touch the beautiful garment
Is a comfort and a grace.

The tender sweep of the grasses
Is smoothing away the smart ;
And the light, soft wind that passes
Is a balm to the very heart.
Only the hem of his garment—
But I kiss it for my part |

The seamless blue and the border,

And the colours in mystic order
In the broideries round his feet ; -
It is but the hem of his garment,
But virtue is there complete.

He turns, and I am not hidden;

And he smiles, and blesses low;
Did the gift come all unbidden?

Oh, to think he would not know
(Through even the hem of his garment)

It was faith that touched him so!

“«BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD.

This passage ought to be printed in great letters in the
memory of every reader of the Bible. All the stars in
heaven are bright and beautiful, and yet one star exceedeth
another star in glory. So also all texts of Scripture are in-
spired and profitable, and yet some texts are richer than
others. Of such tdxts this is pre-eminently one. Never was
there a fuller testimony borne to Christ upon earth, than that
which is here borne by John the Baptist. .

Let us notice the peculiar name which Jokn the Baptist
giéves to Christ. He calls Him ** The Lamb of God.”

This name did not merely mean, as some have supposed,
that Christ was meek and gentle as a lamb. This would be
truth no doubt, but only a very small portion of the truth.
There are greater things here than this! It meant that
Christ was the great sacrifice for sin, who was come to
make atonement for transgression by His own death upon
the cross. He was the true Lamb which Abraham told
Isaac at Moriah God would provide. (Gen. xxii. 8.) He
was the true Lamb to which every morning and evening
sacrifice in the temple had daily appointed. He was the
Lamb of which Isaiah had prophesied, that He would be
“ brought to the slaughter.” (Isaiah liii. 7.) .He was the
true Lamb of which the passover lamb in Egypt had been a
vivid type. In short, He was the great pitiation for sin
which ‘God had covenanted from all etemitd to send into the
world. He was God’s Lamb. .

Let us take heed that in_all our thoughts of Chns!t& we
first think of Him as John the Baptist Jhere’ represents Him
Let us serve him faithfilly as our Mastér. Let us obey-
Him loyally as our King. “Let us study His teaching as onr

These two clergymen are the most |

He makes a proper distinction between ‘‘heat .

Where the earth and the heaven meet, .

Prophet, Let us walk diligently after Him as our Example.
Let us look anxiously for Him as our coming Redeemer of
body as well as soul. But above all, let us prize Him as our
sacrifice, and rest our whole weight on His death as an
atonement for sin. Let His blood be more precious in our
eyes every year we live, Whatever else we glory in about
Christ, let ‘us glory above all things in His cross. This is
the corner-stone, this is the citadel, this is the rule of true
Christian theology. We know nothing rightly about Christ,
until we see Him with John the Baptist’s eyes, and can re-
joicein Him as *‘ the Lamb that was slain.” -

SOURCE OF MINISTERIAL POWER,

Among the truths which with special earnestness you
should ask God to reveal to you by the light of his spirit, so
that you may have a direct and original knowledge of it, is
the truth of Christ’s presence with you in Jyour work, His
own words—*‘Lo! I am with you always®—words which
express a fact rather than a promise, are directly connected
_with the command to disciple all nations, It this presence
is revealed to you, all your ministerial work will be trans-
figured. The weight of anxiety which, if you are alone will
almost crush you ; the consciousness of weakness, which, if
you do not see that Christ is near, will sometimes foree from
you a bitter and despairing cry for release from the responsi-
bilities of the ministry, will vanish. Saturday  night
comes, and you are thinking of the services of Sunﬁy.
Your heart will leap when you say to yourself : ‘¢ Christ will
meet the congregation with me.”  You may be troubled by
the fear that the fervor of your earnestness for the salvation
of men has cooled ; but, while seeking to rekindle it, your
trouble will be lessened, for you will say: “Christ will be
with me, and Christ's earnestness will be intense as ever.”
You have done your best in the way of preparation; but
perhaps you have been interrupted in your work, or your
brain has been sluggish, and you know that in what you
have prepared there is less than the usual force and fire ;
but you will not be despondent. You will say: “1 have
done whan I could. Christ will be with me, and he can
invest this poor discourse of mine with power.” Your own
sense of Christ’s presence may not be so vivid as it has been ; -
but you will say : ‘ Still he will be with me, and he will
bless the people beyond my hopes and theirs.”

It would be of no avail for us to preach at all if he were

not with us. We shall preach to little purpose if we de not
believe that he is with us. It is still true that *‘ he that
soweth the good seed is the Son of Man.” Only as we are
filled with his life and his thought shall we preach any-
thing that will deserve to be called a gospel.’ ff we always
have the consciousness of Christ’s presence, onr congrega-
tions will discover it, and rthe discovery will assist to
strengthen their faith in him.
It may be that there are laws which determine the mani-
festations of the supernatural power of Christ. It is ¢lear
that these manifestations are related to the truth which is
preached, to the spirit and manner in which we preach it,
and to the earnestness and faith with which we entreat him
to have mercy on mankind. We have to discover and to
satisfy the conditions on which the success of our preaching
depends, But, after all, the quickening of the souls of men
and their sanctification are as truly the personal acts of
Christ as were any of the miracles of his earthly history,
It is he who must forgive the sins of which we speak to our
people'; it is he who must renew their hearts ; ‘it is he who
must give them strength for right-doing. 1t is not truth
merely, no matter how sacred ; it is not spiritual motive
merely, no _matter how urgent, how pathetic, how glorious,
how appalling ; it is not our own earnestness, no matter
how deep and how impassioned, that will move men to peni-
tence, draw, them to God, enable them to keep ' the Dﬁ:
law. We have 1o rely ultimately on the power of the Spirit,
and the power of the Spirit is the revelal f:n of the presence
of Christ. The presence of Christ is assured to us by his
own words. To disregard it, to think only of how we our-
selves can ;tit tb‘e hearts of our hearers and instruct their
un@erstapdmgs, is to be guilty of an atheistic presumption
which will utterly destroy the effectiveness of our ministry

Gentlemen, yours is a noble vocation. To be the ally of
Christ in his great endeavour to save the world ; with him
to assert the authority of the throne and law of God ¢’ with
him to support human weakness in its vacillating :endes-
vours to do the divine will; to inspire the sinful with trust
in the divine mercy ; to console sorrow ; to awaken in the
hearts of the poor, the weak, and the desolate, the cons
sciousness of their relations to the infinite and Eternal God ;
to exalt and dignify the lives of old men and maidens, young
men and children, by revealing to them the things unseen
and eternal which surround them now, and the mysterious,
awful, glorious life which lies beyond death—this is a great
work. There is nothing on earth comparable to it. ' What-

_ever genius you have, whatever learning, whatever native
R

moral force, whatever energy of spiritual inspirati i
all find their freest and loftiest senf')ice in th??;iht?'wgil
you are consecrated. And in the niinistry even thez hum-
blest faculties, if used with devout earnestness “may, through
alliance with the power of God, achieve grat' results.
However obscure your ministerial position may be, to
whatever discomforts you may have to submit, however bit-
ter may be your disappointments, I trust that your work
will be always invested with the dignity -and 'glory which
DOW 1nvest it, when in your noblest and most sacred hours
you anticipate in imagination the. years which are stretching
before you. Give Christ your best. ~'Be faithful to him,
be faithful to your people, be faithful to yourselves, and
you will not” have to exelaim, when your life is
over : ‘“ All is vanity and vexation of spirit. You will
thank God that he appointed you in this world to a service
which was the most perfect preparation for the larger life,
the lot'tielr) azctiviﬁa, the everlasting glory of the world te
come.—Dale, '

THE greatest sinner, who trusts only in Christ’s blood will
assuredly be saved. The best m’an'inythe world, who' trusts
in' his own goodness, will be lost,
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MIINISTERS AND €SHURGHES.

REV. J. SOMERVILLE, M.A., Presbyterian minister
of Owen Sound, hasbeen presented with $100 by his
congregation.

THE result of the several congregational votes on
the organ question at Knox Church, Toronto, is that
the advocates of instrumental music have won the
day by a majority of thirty-seven votes.

FroM an Oakville friend we learn that Mrs. Meikle,
the wife of our much respected friend, Rev. Wm.
Meikle, of that town, was made the recipient of a
beautifully illuminated photographic album, and a
purse of money, from the friends of the congregation,
on Christmas Day. We trust the album, especially,
may long serve as a reminder of the regard in which
both Mr. and Mrs. Meikle are held.

AT a meeting of the Presbytery of Quebec held at
Melbourne on the 19th December, on intimation re-
ceived of the acceptance of the call from the congre-
gation of Winslow, to the Rev. William Mathieson, of
North Arthur in the Presbytery of Saugeen, his in-
duction into the former charge was appointed to take
place on the 23rd of January, next ; Rev. J. McDonald
to preside and address the people, Rev. Mr. McLeod
to preach, and Rev. Mr. Lindsay to address the
minister. R

A SURPRISE party of the young people of part of
the Widder congregation, met ‘at the manse and
presented their pastor, the Rev. Hector Currie, B.A.,
with a very flattering address, appreciative of his labors
amongst them, also with a valuable present. The
Rev. gentleman replied in suitable terms. One very
pleasing feature was, that the party was composed of
many who are connected with other churches, showing
the spirit of friendship and good feeling existing in
the neighborhood.—CoM.

THE annual missionary meeting of St. Mary’s con-
gregation was held on Thursday evening last, the
Rev. Mr. McAlpine in the chair. The attendance was
unusally large and very great interest manifested in
the proceedings. After the usual reports for the year
had been read and adopted, and the collectors ap-
pointed for the several districts, addresses were
delivered by Principal Caven on “ Theological Edu-
cation and the Claims of our Colleges,” and by Dr.
Cochrane on the “Home and Foreign Mission
Schemes of our Church.” It is anticipated that the
best results will follow this meeting, and that St.
Mary’s will give a larger amount this year than ever
before, to the schemes of our Church.

ON Monday evening, 24th ult., the congregation of
St. Andrew’s Church, Glencoe, held a festival in the
Town Hall, principally for the entertainment of the
Sabbath School children. Mr. Gregor McGregor
presided, and addresses were delivered by Rev. Messrs.
Fraser, Donaldson, and Kennedy, and Mr. Munro,
B.A. Vocal and instrumental music enlivened the
proceedings ; books were distributed among the child-
ren, besides a variety of beautiful and useful articles
which had formed the fruit of a splendid Christmas
tree which stood on the platform. Among the books
were a New Testament for each pupil in the junior
classes; these were the gift of a lady member of the
congregation.

THE congregregation of Knox Church, Goderich,
held their annual soiree on the evening of Tuesday,
the 18th inst. The weather was unfavorable; still
there was a large attendance; the meetting was a
pleasant one; the addresses were instructive; and the
financial results were satisfactory, amounting to the
sum of $138. After an excellent repast in the base-
ment of the church, an adjournment to the audience
room took place; the chair. was taken by Rev. James
Sieveright, and addresses were delivered by Rev. Mr.
Musgrave of McKillop, Rev. J. B. Mullan of Fergus,
Rev. J. C. Smith of Guelph, and Rev. Mr. Fraser. On
Wednesday evening, the children of Knox and St.
Andrew’s Churches were entertained ; and the efforts
put forth to contribute to their enjoyment were
eminently successful.

ON Christmas Eve, the Presbyterian Congregation
in Napanee, met in the basement of the church—Hon.
John Stevenson in the chair. The meeting was opened
with prayer. An address was then presented on be-
half of the congregation to the pastor, Rev. Alexander
Young, accompanied with a purse of $55, as a small
token of respect and esteem. After Mr. Young’s reply,

a deputation from the Orange Associations of the town
presented him with’a sum of money, as a slight ac-
knowledgement of the services he had cheerfully
rendered them during the past year. The meeting
was closed with the benediction. These gifts were
supplemented by various others from members of the
congregation. The Rev. gentleman has not only won
the esteem of his congregation, but of the public
generally, and while these tokens of respect will
strengthen him in his arduous duties, his people are
encouraged by the feeling remarks that he made in
reply to the address.—CoM.

THE annual festival of the mission Sabbath’school
in the King’s Ward, Brantford, was held on the
evening of Wednesday, the 26th ult., in the comfort-
able school house recently erected by the congregation
of Zion Presbyterian Church, under whose auspices
the school is conducted. Mr. Charles Duncan, the
superintendent of the school, presided on the occasion;
and after the children had partaken of a bountiful tea,
interesting addresses were delivered by Messrs. H. B.

Leeming, John Montgomery, George Wallace, B.A,, ’

Head Master of the Weston High School, and Rev.
Dr. Cochrane, D.D., who had been absent during the
early part of the proceedings, at the mission school
on the Flats, but arrived in time to speak.  Prizes of
books were afterwards given to those pupils who had
attended most regularly, and the Christmas tree was
stripped of its fruit. The proceedings were closed
with devotional exercises conducted by Dr. Cochrane.

DURING the three months’ pastorate of Rev. J. R.
Battisby, St. Andrew’s congregation, Chatham, has
made marked progress. Already a recess has been
built for the organ, at an expense of $600, while at the
same time the sitting capacity of the church has been
greatly increased. Not only has this beendone,but the
attendance on the Sabbath services has been greatly
increased, the church being crowded morning and
evening. There is evidently a religious interest
awakened and manifested, such as this congregation
has never experienced betore. Not one, but, many
have been enquiring “what must I do to be saved,”
and God’s own people have been greatly quickened.
The communion services of last Sabbath were very
refreshing to God’s people, as well as the preparatory
exercises in connection therewith. No fewer than
fifty-eight were added to the communnion roll, forty-
two of these being received on profession of their faith.
May the greatgHead of the church still continue to
bless the work, and manifest His presence more power-
fully yet.—CoM.

A VERY successful tea-meeting was held in the
church at Brighton, on the evening of Tuesday, 18th
December. The church was well filled, and after
those present had been served with an excellent tea,
which had been prepared by the ladies, the intellectual
part of the programme was commenced. This con-
sisted of singing by the choir, and speeches by several
resident ministers, and a lecture by the Rev. John
Smith, minister of Bay Street Church, Toronto. The
subject of ‘Mr. Smith’s lecture was “Elements of a
Living Church.” Having explained the difference
between a living and a dead church, he gave as the
elements of a scriptural and living church, “ Hearty
Union,” “Incessant Work,” “Genuine Liberality,” and
“Earnest Prayer.” He spoke for over an hour and a
quarter to a very attentive and delighted audience.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the pastor,
the Rev. Mr. Duncan; Mr. Dawson, the Principal of
the High School, presiding as chairman. Altogether,
the meeting was a great success and Mr. Duncan may
be congratulated on the progress of the Lord’s work
at Brighton.

THE Rev. T. V. Roy, who has of late been lecturing
in Toronto and neighborhood, was advertised to speak
in the Presbyterian Church of Oakville, on Monday
evening, 24th ult. Rev. Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford,
happened to be visiting friends in that place and at-
tended the lecture. At the close, Dr. Cochrane rose
and stated that the audience should know, that although
Mr. Roy appeared in a Presbyterian Church, he had
never been recognized by the body, and had no cre-
dentials whatever from any church court. Further,
that instead of seeking the sympathy and support of
Presbyterians, it would be better for Mr. Roy to ex-
plain and refute certain statements affecting his
character, which were current in the newspapers and
other quarters. The remarks of Dr. Cochrane created
quite a sensation in the audience, and called up Mr.
Roy, who, in 3 very frantic and angry attitude, asserted

that he was a Christian, and did not care what any-
body said about him. It is time that before our
clergymen took by the hand itinerant lecturers such as
Mr. Roy, they took a little trouble ta find out their
antecedents, and above all, have a look at their cre-
dentials,

THE annual soiree of the congregation of Ashburn
was held on Wednesday, 19th December. The weather
was - very unfavorable, but, notwithstanding this, the
large church was well filled. After tea had been
served, the meeting was called to order by the pastor,
the Rev. Walter Roger, taking the chair and commenc-
ing proceedings by singing and prayer. During the
evening, excellent music was discoursed by a choir
connected with a Methodist Church in the neighbor-
hood. The Rev. Mr. Reid of the Methodist Church,
gave a short address. After singing by the choir, the
Rev. John Smith of Bay Street Church, Toronto, was
called upon to give his lecture on the “ Elements of a
Living Church.” He said that in the year 1848, some
years before he had finished his studies in Knox Col-
lege, he had been sent to supply the stations in Brock
and Reach. But arriving at Ashburn on Saturday,
and finding that no intimation of preaching had been
sent to Reach, he remained at Ashburn and preached
on Sabbath. This was Mr. Smith’s first sermon; it
was the first sermon by a Presbyterian minister at
Ashburn and it originated the Ashburn Congregation.
He had watched this congregation with great interest
ever since. Mr. Smith’s lecture, which occupied more
than an hour in delivery, was listened to with the ut-
most attention by the large audience. Mr. Roger’s
earnest and faithful labors are bearing abundant fruit
in this corner of the Lord’s vineyard.

IN Knox Church, Scarboro’, on the evening of the
17th inst., a missionary meeting was held, presided
over by the Rev. R. P. McKay, M.A, the pastor.
The attendance was large, the church being well filled
by an attentive and appreciative audience. Addresses
were delivered by the Rev. D. ]J. McDonnell, of
Toronto, on behalf of Home Missions and Colleges,
and by the Rev. Walter Amos, of Aurora, on behalf
of Foreign Missions and French Evangelization.
Both addresses were well received. On the following
evening a meeting was heldjin Melville Church, High-
land Creek, when the claims of Home Missions were
advocated by the pastor, the Rev. Mr. McKay, and
those of Foreign Missions and French Evangelization
by the Rev. Mr. Amos. The attendance was small,
but the interest all that could be desired. An incident
occured at these meetings worthy of special mention:
Mr. McKay appealed to his people at both meetings
on behalf of two mission stations in Muskoka, to
which the Rev. Mr, Andrews has been ministering,
where the people themselves were willing to do the
work necessary to erect two churches, but were with-
out the means of procuring the materials. The result
of the appeal was the raising at once of over $100, to
be divided equally between the two stations. This
special effort is not intended to lessen the contribu-
tions of these congregations to the several schemes of
the Church at large. This is an example that might
well be imitated by other wealthy charges throughout
the country. ’

A NEW church at Woodbridge was dedicated on
Sabbath last. Altogether the fweather was disagree-
able, and the roads almost impassable, yet the church
was filled at each of the diets of worship. The fore-
noon service was ‘conducted by the Rev. Principal
Caven, of Knox College; the afternoon, by Rey. J. M.
Cameron, of Toronto; and the evening, by Rev, W.
Aitken, of Vaughan. These services were most im-
pressive, and will not soon be forgotten by the people
of Woodbridge. On the Monday evening following,
the church was again filled, though the weather was
most unfavorable. The Rev. R. Pettigrew, pastor of
the congregation, occupied the chair. Dr. Grants
Treasurer of the Building Committee, reported that
the building would cost about $3,000. More than
half of this amount has already been paid, and the
remainder is covered by subscriptions with the excep-
tion of about $200. The neighboring Congregations
of other denominations, as well as Presbyterians, have
given their contributions. Congratulatory addresses
were delivered by Rev. Messrs. Grey, York Mills i
Nicol ; Smith, Independent; Cameron, Toronto i
Mackintosh, Markham ; and Bruce, St. Catherines
The choir of Gould Street Church, Toronto, undef
their leader Mr. Douglas, were present, and contrib%
ted largely to the enjoyment of the evening, Th¢
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Woodbijdjse: cokigregation wns argdnjred by authority
of Presbytery, on the ist April, 1875, a little over two
years angd a half ago. The crection of such a builhng
angl tha clecumstances connccted with it are most
creditablo to theme-Com,

LAST winter, Rev. Mr. Little, of Bowmanville, gnve
his congregation a course af lectures on the Reforma
tion; tracing its course from its first begimmings,
through its trying struggles, to its final thumph, and
lntroducing graphic and most life-like sketches of the
leallinig printes, statesien, and dsvines whe figured
in the ;j‘_m;, vévolutfon of the sixteenth century. This
saason heds dclivering a course of lectures on the Lon-
fession of.Faith, a subject wisely chosen at the present
time, wlién not a few tvho arrogate to themselves the
th1g “advanced thinkers,” are ready to remove the
old fandmarks as obsolete and unsuited to the enlight-
encd liberality of the present age. In the present
course he Lias already treated of the state of religious
partits at the commencement of the civil war in kag-
land in the time of Charles the First, the occasion of
the calling of the Westminster Assembly, with aa ac-
count of some of its leading members; a general
ou(lin‘c of the various creeds and confessions, and the
occasions on which they were formulated ; and, the
definidion of the term Church, given i the twenty-
fifth chapter of the Confession. Lectures on such
subjects as these are very useful.  Our people are not
sufficlently grounded in the knuwledge of the doctrines
and polity of our Church. And those mmmsters are
rendening a very imponant service to the causc of
truth, who take pains to show that thuse Bibic duc-
trines, revived to new life by the illustrious fathers and
confessors of the fifteenth century are sull vigorous
and potent as guiding principles i Chnsuan hfe ;
and that these confessiuns—the wourk of the must
learned and pious of former gencratiuns are sull ap-
plicable to the present age.

THE fourth anmversary of the opening of Knox
Church, Elora, was observed on the 23vd and 24th ult.
The services, an dabbath 23rd, werc conducted by the
Rev. . James, D.D., of Knox Church, Hamiiton, who
preached two very able, eloquent and impressive ser-
monS that vill not be forgotten by them that heard
them for many a day. OUn the Monday cvening a
successful tea-mecung was held, which was addressed
by the Rev. E. Kershaw, Canada Methodist; the
Revs. — Cameron, Palmerston ; J. C. Smuth, of
Guelph ; D. Smythe, of Eramosa ; and J. James, D.1,,
of Hamuilton. Considenng the state of the roads, and
the tunc—Chnstmas Eve—and the hard umes, the
audience was large. Had there been good sleighing,
large as the church s, it would have been fifled to its

.utmost capacity.  All the speakers congratulated the
pastor, the Rev. A. D, McDonald, and the congrega-
tion, on the naoble effort made to remove the debt on
the church. There 1s $12,900, debt on the church, but
by.the pastor’s personal canvass of the congregation,
$14,115 bas been subscribed.  This covers the entire
debiy leaves a sufficicnt margin to make the scheme a
syccess; dnd gives reason to entertain the hope tha
by this subscription,after the debt has been paid, there
will.be enough over to paint and fence the church.
There is one principle involved in this scheme which
is'of great importance, and to which it is well to direct
the attention of the Church generally. Congregations
ofteninvolve themselves in heavy pecuniary obliga-
tions in church building, but they expect the public to
pay the debt by attending tea-meetings, socials and
50 ft}rxh,' But here, in the instance before us, the con-
gregation make the effort themsclves. They call in
no autside influecnce. They try what they can do
shemselves, and the result is a decided success. In
n}i(}n;} tyiatters, ministers should deal as Jittle as pos.
sible, but there are times and circumnstances, when the
welfare of congrégations and of the cause of religion
derntnd of them exertion and applicatidn.  And this
¢ase is an instance which goes to prove thatif a
ministee is.judicious and has sufficient tact and good
nath—; he inay do a really good work by taking up the
mittér and jorking it out.  We commend the princi-
ple.o.the  careful, consideration of congregations
generally.

o s

» PRESBYTERY OF. BRUCE~This Presbytery met at
\Walkérton on the 18th Dec. There were twelve
wihlsters and four cldersin attendance.  Mr, Toluue's
terma of Moderatorship, having expired, Mr. Cameron
was appointedanoderator for the ensuing six months.
Dr. Bell and Mr. Tolmie addressed the court in the
interests of Queen's and Knux Colleges.  Mfessrs.

Blur, Millar, Beil and Duff, elders, were appointed a
commitiee to devise the best manner of rasing funds
to mect the current cxpenses of the Collegrs.  The
Comnmutice wn thest report recomimended the Presby-
tery to instruct its finance Committee to ascertain the
amount revuired from tlus court and to levy the same
on the several congreyativns of the bound, according
to thewr strength.  The report was recened and its
recommendatn adopted, from this deliverance Mr.
Bethune disseated.  The Committee appolnted at
last mecting of Presbytery to enquire into the condi-
twn of St. Andrew’s Church, Paisley, reported that
the church property is still in the hands of the anti-
umomsts.  That they had only two or three services
in the church dunng the year,  That the union party
informed them that «f they were to secure the services
of an acceptable mimister and receive aid from the
Home Mission Committee for one year a self-sustaun
ing charge could be gathered by holding meetings in
the Town Hall.  The tepurt was received, the Com-
nuttee thanked for ther diligence,and it aasresulved to
wait for the further action of the congregation.  There
was read & communication frum the Rev. John Fraser
tendering his resignation of the pastoral charge of
Knox Church, Kincardine, owing to 11l health.  The
resignation was lawd on the table and Mr, McQueen
was appuinted v preach and cite the congregation on
Sabibath, the 13th day of January, tv ar pear for ther
mterests at a meeung of Presbytery to! . held in Knox
Church, Kincardine, on the first Tuesday of February
at 2 o'dduch pan. A icalar letter was read frum the
Forcgn Missin Cunmuttee anfuriung this court that
Messrs. MacMillan of Muunt Forest, and McLean of
Biyih, were appuinted to address the cungregations of
the buunds on the subject of Foreyyn Missions and
ashiny that arrangements be wade accordingly.  On
mution of Mr. Strauth «w was resolved, “ That the Pres-
Lytery recugiuses the great impurtance of Foreign
Missiwis and agrees to give thew that pre- emincnce
which inats judgment they deserve, but inasmuch as
artangements for missivnary meetings have becn
made at a previous meeting and cannot now be
<hanged, the plan proposed by the Fuicign Mission
Lommatiee, is :n the wrcumstances impracticable.
The Yresbytery s thercfure cunstraned respectfully
to dedhine the uffer contained o the arculat now read.”
Messrs, Millar and Andrews were heard in relation to
the Missiun Statwons of Riversdale and Enniskillen
respectisely wahang fur supply of preaching. It was
agreed to ubtain the scrvices of a probativaer to labor
betwcen these congregations.  Agreeable to petiias
frum Salem Church, Elderslic and Chesley, the pas-
toral tic hithertu existiny between Mr. Bethune and
Salem Church was dissolved and his services confined
to Chesley. Chesley promises to pay the same stipend
as hitherto raised by both rongregations, iz, $yuo.
Mzr. Smith was appointed to preach and declare Salum
Church vacant on as carly a Sabbath in January as
practicable, he was also appointed moderator of its
session. A petition and complaint of Mr. Wm. Mec-
Laughlin was rcad complaining of an action of the
session of Chesley in suspending him from the privi-
leges of the Church.  After hearing parties in the
case it was resolvcd to sustain the action of the session
of Chesley, complained of, notwithstanding certain
irregularitics in the proceedings in the case, and that
Mr. McLaughlin be required to sign a paper apolo-
gising for his conduct before the Scssion, and with.
drawing statements made by him which might imply
charges against members of the Session, and that Mr.
McLaughlin on subscribing such a paper reccive cer-
tificate of membership.  Mr McLaughlin having
signed the paper of apology received his certificate
accordingly. There was read a call from Prince
Arthur’s Landing addressed to Mr D. McKerracher,
missionary, signed by sixty-nine members and ad-
herents and accompanicd by a promise of the congre-
gation that his stipend should be $500 per annum
with manse. The call was sustained and ordered to
be forwarded to Mr. McKerracher. The Rev. D,
Camcroen, minister, and Messrs.  Bldir and  Millar,
clders {Mr. Millar, convener), were appointed & Com-
miltes to visit all the supplemented congregations of
the bounds, with the view if possible to reduce the
rate of sypplement for the next ycar and to report to
next méqting of Presbytery—~A. G. FORBES, Pres.
Clevk, © .

P. S—Kirk Sessions arc requested to forward
answers to the questions on the state of religion to the
Conveder of the Commihittee, Rev.” A, Sutherland,

Dingwall P,O., so as to cnable the Committee to
prepare their repott for the next meeting of Presbytery.
The renuts of General Assembly are to be considercd,
and comnussioners to the Genernl Asscinbly appoint
ed at next meeting of Presbytery.—A. G, F.
PRrespvTRERY oF LoNDON.~The Preshytery of
Londua met on December 18th, Rev. Neil McKinnon,
Moderator, in the chair.  The innuutes of last meeting
were read and sustamned. A petiton from the con-
gregauon of Hyde Fark was read and supported by
Rev. Do McMillan,  The Presbytery agreed to recene
the pettion, and to cite Hyde Park congregation to
appear for its interests at the next meeting—Rev. Mr.
Henderson, of Hyde Park, to supply Komoka, as
formerly. The committee appuinted to enquire into
the condition and relationsup of church property in
Zurta repurted, and the report was reccived.  The Rev.,
M. McPherson, of Sturatford, appearcd on behalf of
the Stratford Presbytery.  After a lengthy discussion
in reference to the right of junsdicton over the pro-
perty, which the several Presbyteries claim, it was
unammoeusly agreed to refer the matter for sciiloment
to the bynod of Hamilton and London. A call was
presented frum the congregation of Ayhner and
Springficld, addressed to Rev. Mr. Mclntyre, promis.
Ing a salary of $700. The call was sustained, and
ordered to be placed in Mr. Mclntyre's hands. A eall
frotn the congregations of Mandawmin and Moore
Linc, addressed to Rev. Abraham Beames, promusing
a mansc and $700, was presented.  The moderator's
comduct was approved, and the wall sustaned and
vrdered to be forwarded to Mr, Beamer. A commuttee,
consisting of Rev. Messes. Camelon, Thumson,
Abraham, and Murray, was appointed v allucate the
Foreyn Missions Commuttee to address the sanious
whgregativns thrvughuut the Presbytery buunds, A
letter frum Rev. Mr. Gauld, addressed to the Presby-
tery, o reference to alleged arrears of supend, was
read, and it was unanimously agreed that the letter Le
allowed toliconthe table.  Rev. Geo. Sutherland was
gtanted permissivn to moderate in a all at Port
Stanley. Rev. Mr. Cameclon asked permission to
moderate in a call fur the cengregation of Dorchester
and Crumbin, and also fur Belmont, which was granted.
A report frum the Cumunitice of Presb; tery appuinted
to meet with the cungregations in \Westminater, with
the ubject of uniing them into one charge, was read
by Rev. Mr.Camelon.  The report was reccived and
adupted, and the Presbytery agreed to dedlare the
cungregations of the third and eighthlines, Westminster,
onc Jharge, under the designation of North and Suuth
Westminster. The Presbytery resumed its sitting at
7.30 p.am., last night. A letter from Rev. Peter AMc
Diarmid, of Bear Creek and Burns' Churches, was
read, tendering the resignation of his charge on ac-
count of ill-health. The Presbytery agreed to accept
his resignation, and expressed their sympathy with Mr.
McDiarmid in the present circumstances. The re-
signation of Mr. Ferguson, of Alviston, Euphemia
and Brooke, which had been laid upon the table at a
previous meeting, was accepted, ard Rev. Mr. Mc
Kinnon was instructed to preach to the congregations
vacant on the sccond Sabbath of January next. Leave
was granted the congregations of Point Edward, Lobo,
English Settlement, and Proof Line, for moderations
at an carly date. The circumstances of Mrs. Scott,
widow of the late Rev. Robert Scott, of Jane Street,
New York, who, for fifteen years, labored in connce-
tion with the Canada Presbyterian Church, were
brought before the Presbytery, and it was unanimausly
agreed to recommend her case to the consideration of
the comrnittee in connection with the Widows’ Fund.
A committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Murray,
Frazer, Rennie, Goodwillie, Thompson, ministers ; and
Messrs. Cowan, Thompson, Nisbet, and Henderson,
Rev. Mr. Murray, convener, was appointed to arrange
for a Sabbath school convention.  Rev. Mr. Thomp-
son, of Sarnia, gave notice that at the next meeting
of the Presbytery he would move for a division of the
Presbytery. The Presbytery ordered all sessivn re-
totds to be produced for exammation at its next
regular meeting.  Mr. Farquhar McCrae, student of
divinity, being present, read trial discourses. for .ordi-
hation, The discourses were approved,.and Rev.

- Messrs. Thompson, Milloy, and Goodyillic were ap-

pointed a committee to examine Mr. McCrag in the
various subjects appointed by the Assembly. His
ordination was appointed to takeplace on the 3rd day
of January, 1878, Mr. Goldie 16 ‘préach, Mr. Wdlls to
address the people, and-Mr.-Sage the Minister. The,
Treasurer’s zeport was:zead ands.adopted, after which
the Presbytery adjournc% to meet in the same-place
on the third Tuesday of March, 1878, at 2 oiclock p.m.
The sedurunt closed with the benediction,
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The Piloi at the Helmn,
Baston : Eben. Shute.

A neat httle papur-covered volume of aixteen pages
contaimng a Mew Year's address to Sabbath school
clhuldren, this book is just the tlung to be bought by
the dozen or hy the hundred and freely distnibuted
amony the young.

Belford's Monthly Magasine.
Toronto ;, Belford BDrothers,  January, 1878,

In a bright gala dress suited to this festive season,
the Jantary number of the Messrs. Helford's popular
pertodical 1s before us.  Its pages are nover dull, but
in the present, which is the Christmas numb.r, they
arc cnlinened to an unusual extent by humorous
storics, and by illustrations not less humorous. The
contents arc : ‘“ Solomon lIsaacs,” by B. Farjeon;
“The St. Lawrence,” a pocm, by * Constantine ;"
“ Roxy,” by Edward Egglestone; * How Five Litde
Midgets Spent Christinas Eve,” by Geo. Stewart, jr.;
* The North,” a poem, by Charles Sangster, “Clunet
Merrut's Cup,” by Mrs. J. C; * A Ghostly Warming,”
by E. C G; *The First Christmas,” by S. ] Watson,
Musical Department ; “ Canada,” & song, with music.

He Wil Come.
By A. McPherson, Emerson, Manitoba.

This pamphlet of fourteen pages, purports to be “A
Review of the Tract on the “Second Coming of the
Lon, by Rev. J. Laing, of Dundas, Ont.”™ The writer
of it wishes to be regarded as a premillennarian, but not
once of the “ Plymouth Brethren,” whose “errors” he
professes te hold in great *abhorrence.” Notwith-
standing this disclaimer, he says in another place that
the sard “bicthiren ” have been “most terribly, most
cruclly, and unrelentingly maligned and misrepresent.
cd;” and he dozs not scem to be at all well pleased
with Mr. Laing for attacking them. He would also
have us to understand that if there is heresy among
the brethren, “the mapority of people would never
notice it,” and that it takes a man with some percep-
tions to discover it, it is so carefully concealed.” If
Mr. Laing's reviewer is not one of the “Plymouth
Brethren,” he is just the sort of material that they arc
made of, and will probable become fully developed
by and by. The title of Mr. Laing’s pamphilet justifies
him in attacking all the doctrinal errors of the
“ brethren;” but 1t scems his critic had not sufficient
* perception ” to discover this. The full title 1s “ The
Second Coming of the Lord, considered in relation to
the views promulgated by the Plymouth Brethren and
so-called Evangehists.” It seems to us that the prin-
cipal object of Mr. Laing's pamphlet was to do the
very thung that his critic accuses him of doing, that i¢,
“mixing up the doctrine of ‘the coming’ and the doc
trines of Plyniouthism.” His reviewer does not know
“ whether” this was done “ intentionally ot not ;” but
it seems to us that it was donc intentionally, in the
sense of showing that there is a necessary connection
between these doctrines.  The mode of Scripture -
terpretation by which a premillennial *Coming? is
cstablished, if applied to the Bible at large, leads to
all the doctrinal ervors into which the Plymruth
Brethren have fallen, and to many other errors at
which they havenotyetarrived. Doesnot Mr. Laing’s
book plainly demonstrate to Mr. McPherson and othér
simple premillennarians that they are on the road to
Plymouth? Thelast mentioned gentleman undertakes
*to show wherein the assertions and imputationis con-
cerning the doctrine of the premillennial coming of
the Lord, as made by Mr. L., are not in accordance
with facts nor with the principles of sound logic” But
that is exactly where the trouble is; it is the Jog¥ of
the thing that makes him so uneasy. The error of
the person who accepts the premillennarian theoty
leads by force of logic to the other crrors of the Ply-
mouth Brethren, No one can expect to be allowed to
apply onc principle of interpretation to a certain

o

passage of Scripture, and another to another pas. -

sage of the same kind. As long as he tries to
hold on to premillennarianism and at the same
time to reject the other doctrinal errors of the Ply-
mouth Brethren, he is fighting against the ¢ principles
of sound lugac,” and the more logacally he follows uut
the principle of the arbitrary interpretation of senipture
by men who profess to beinfallibly taught by the Holy
Ghost, the suoner he will find himself, not in Plymoath,
but in Rome,

RUSSIAN MONKS AND NUNS,

There are only about 7,000 nuns in the whole Emplic, as
against 9,000 mounks ; and the orders of bath sexes are scate
teretd among 800 convents,  ‘This wonld give cach establish.
ment anavenge of no more than twenty immates 3 but o nume
ber of postulants and novices must be added who act as
scrvants to those who have taken thelr vows, The four
great lauras, as tho large monadteries are called, contrin
about 150 monks apicce; two of the firt clase nunnesics
hare more than onc hundred sisters; but many countsy
town conventual institutions boast but three or foug friars or
nuns, who are all scandalously fat and rich, and lead lives
which one wight think woul({tempt the lazy and good.for.
nought among the people to lovk vpon them withenvy, It
fs just the contrary, and the mounastic vnlers are cxteemely
difficult to recrult, notwithstanding that the bishops resort to
coaxing and even to coercion for the purpose, drlginnlly )
man could only becomne a mounk at thirty and a woman a
nun at forty 3 and postulants for orders were obhged te
prove that they weie of noble or ccclesiastical family ; but
these conditions have been abrogated, and nothing v re.
quired now but a knowledge of reading and writing,  Vous
may be recanted after formalitics which can be much simphi-
fied by the customary national talisuan or a bribe i the
pruper quarters.  On the other hand, monks and nuns are
constrained to celibacy s they lose what property they pos.
sessed as cvillans (it goes to their heirs, ax if they were
dead), and ifthey re-enter cival hfe they are debarred dusing
aterm of seven years from cnlcr:nﬁ the service of the € rows,
inheniting or buying land, or inhabiting the cities of St
Petersburg and Moscow, It may be that these rules have
something to de with the repugnance of Russians for monas-
tic life, but one must rather attribute the feeling to the uni.
versal abhorrence and contempt in which the * "ack clergy ™
are held,  They are wealthy, powetful, anl arrogant, twt

ariahs for allthat.  However, a Russian who can surmount
ns objection (o entet an execrated caste finds his ines cast
i very pleasant places.  All the high dignitaties of the
Church - metrupolitans, archbishops, archimandrites, ab-
bots, and priors—are chosen from among the monks 3 and
the nuns can rise to such digmtics as abbesses, prioresses, and
holy motbers,  Hascomputed that the abbots of the lauras
pocket £10,000 a ‘year apiece, ard thote of the smaller
monasteries atleast £2,000.  The abbesses are cqually well
off  About a year ugo one who had held her office ten
years created a scandal by going off to France without leave
to get martted, and the Mosoto vasctie revealed that she
had amassed more than a mithon of roubles. ANl this
money is earned through the Emst superstition which
Rusdia does duty for religion.  Monks and nuns scll tapers,
holy relics, mnages, wedding-ungs, and indulgences ; they
sell prayers, blessings, and the right of bunial withan monas.
teues, which v-c:\l(h{ Russtans prize lughly and fur whih
they pay by sums luqueathed in their wills. Then the
monks are sturdy beggars, and 1t 15 considered unlucky to
scnd them away empty-handed. 1f monastic propenty
had remamed mnvivlate through centuries, the Russian orders
would by this ime own half” the land in t} e country ; lat
Peter the Great, Elizabeth, and Cathenne Il all laid rmath-
less hands apon theie estates, an.t for this reason monks no
longer care to be presented with lauds.  Offer some produc-
tive acres to an abbot, and he will tell (?'nu plainly that he
prefers cash ar jewels, as **easier to distribute among the

7, the truth being that the fnars never give away a
opeck.  They live subject tone rule, and do not even'eat
or pra( in common. Eater the launm of Tioitza, some
sixty dfiles from Moscow, which is the larrest monastery of
the country, and you find & regular city full of churches and
image-shops.  There are no fewer than fiveeand-forty
churches within the walls, some large, some small, but a?l
full of the tombs o{noblemen, and also of shrines ama:ingly
rich and beautiful.  The chapel of St. Serge, the founder of
the order, is one mass of gold, diamonds, and ememlds,
which will sorely tcmpt the cupidity of the Government
whenever Russia gets a needy ruler bold enough (o brave
the prejudice which has hitherio held monastic jewels more
sacred than monastic lands. No man, however, becomes n
frinr in Russia from ardent spiritual vocation or from disen.
chantment at the vanitics of this world ; for the monkish life
is one of mohey-making, turbulent imposture, intr'gue, and
notorious license. The Government no present inten.
tion of meddling with the black clergy, because they scrve
it too well. The monks and nuns act as spies aad propaga-
tors of religious fanaticism, which is often uscful for politi-
cal purpeses. Despised as they are, the superstition which
brings so much money into their handsis a great force ; and
they can work it like « lever for the doing of mighty things.
Russians are quite aware that the inviolability of confession
as understood by their clergy, but especially by the black
clergy, is a mockery ; but this does not make them mere re-
ticent 3 for theg speak out of a terrified feeling that the un
worthiness of the minister has nothing to do with the sacred.
ness of his office, and that to tell a monk untruths would be
to coust ill-duck. The theology which bishops inculcate
both in the pulpit and in the boudoirs, where they are ad.
mitted because of the tattle they would retail if kept out, is
largeiy descnptive of pranks which Satan plays upon the un.
faithful by the agency of ézxosts, apparitions, crosses in love,
and money. When the Govermnment were minded to embark
in the present war, thé clergy were ordered to kindle public
enthastasm for a crusade against the infidel Turk ; and thev
did so with remarkable zeal and upanimity. The pious
movement, begun n the Empress’s drawing-room through
the Metropolitan of St. Petersburg, was carried into all the
drawing-rooms of the nobility by the archimandrites, and
2mong the people by the monks and nuns, who toak care to
be no losers by the greneral outburst of orthodox piety.  For
wecks and months the convent charches were crowded with
officers and suidiers, who brought thewr sword¥or bayoncts
to be blessed by being placed, for money, upon some shrine ;
and at this ;moment the wives and mothers of the unlucky
men at the seat of war are pounng more 2nd more money
into the hands of the monks by the purchase aof amulets
vhich ave to render their beloved ones invilnerable,

SOIENTIFIO AND [FSEFUL,

Curar LeMON-Pi.—One lemon, ote teacupfiil of supar,
one tablespoonful of cornatarch rubbed smoot‘;\ in o tittle
water; four ul)on this otie teacupful of deffing water, stining
it tlhc while; then add salt, one egg, and butter the size of a
walnut.

HREAD OMELXT.—Put Into a stew-pan a teacupful of
bread crumbs, one teacupful of cream, one tablespoonfal of
butter, with salt, pepper, and nuineg; when the bread has
absorbed the cream, work in two beaten eggs beat them a
little wtt * = mixtute; fry on an omelet-pan, and roll up.

A Sk Crre Fo2 Cut FINGERS — Immediately the
cut is n.ode procorea Jarge cobweb, free from duss; and
wrap it around the finger so as to completely cover the
w-undd, and then bind a strip of linenover it Thecobwety,
by preventing the admission of air, stops the Lleeding at
once, and, in consequence, the weund I:cals much qurd(er
than it atherwise would do. It {s also of much valyé in
keeping the chc: of the wound together, for {t adlerés
tightly to the skin, and cannot well be removed without the
ald o( wann water.

CRANBERRY SAUCE.— Perhaps some of our readers ma
like to have a recipe for maki:f cranberry sauce, which s
sure to bea success, It Iscatled the ** One, two, three rule,”
and is a3 follows: One cup cold water, two cups sugar
coffec, ctushed i3 best—three cups cranberies, washed and
puked.  Putallina porcelnin or carthen saucepgn and cook
uniil the cranberrsles are thoroughly done, 1t m3y be turned
into a mould at once, or stmma{ to avold the ‘skins, In
either case, 1t will form a jelly. Somctimes twe use g small
bowl instead of a cup.

CoaL Stoves.—The necessity of observing caution re-

arding the management of base bumner stoves should never
1e lost sight of by our citizens, 1t Is & well-known fact (hat
deleterious gases are generated in them, which, however, can
do no tuvm when the stove is properly regulated. This is
more espectally important at night, when.doors and windows
are closed, and people asleep.  The proper way to armange
a stove is at night, before retiring, to close the fiont damp-
pets, but leave the back dampersopen. By this means the
tire, will not burn too fast, and thq gus will have full oppos-
tunity to make its way out without doing any ham,

A FACT 1N VENTILATION, — If we remove air from an or-
diary room, other air will flow in from some source to sup.
oly ite place.  If it finds no proper entrance it will come {)n
rom or through drains or sewers and soil pipes, ur down
dirty flucs of chimm:yr»X or from the cellar up through. flogrs
and carpets brlns:ing tae dust with it, “{! the cellar floor is
not made h*\)xerv ous, or nearly to, by coatirigs of concrete
of asphait, ait may be drawn directly from the groubd under
the housz ; and it is casy to see that this source of supply,
cont~minated in various ways, may furnish a very unhea thy
atmosphere.  From one place or another the new air **has
got to come,” and it_behoves us to regulate its ¥ouree ahd
quality.- -Fournal of Chemistry.

To Diress SALT MACKEREL.~~Take mackerel from the
salt, and lay them inside downward in a pan of cold swater
for two or three days; change the water once or twice and
scrape the fish clean without breaking #t.  When fresh
enough, wipe one dry and bang It in a coal places then fi
or brotl; or lay one in a shallow pan, the inside of the ﬁsi
down; cover it with hot water, and set it over a geatle fire
or in an oven for twelve or fifteen minutes; then pour off
the water, tum the ﬁsh&}mt bits of butter in the pan, and
over the fish, sprinkle with pepper, and Jet jt fry for five
minutes, then dish it. . .

Cure oF CoxNS.—-Soak the {oot in warm water for about
a quaster of an hour, evesy night; afer each sosking, rub
on the corn patiently, with the finger, half a dozen dppps of
sweet oil; wear around the toe, duriny the Jday, 'two leck.
nesses of buckskin, witha hole in it to n-oe{ve the-cbin ;
continue this (reatment until the corn falls oui; and by'wear-
ing moderately loose shoes, it wil be months,and €veD years,
before the comn rttuens, when the same teeatment will be
efficient in a foew days. Paring corns is always danperous,
basides making themn take a deeper root—as will & weed, if
cut off near the ground.  Many applications are recommend.
cd to be made to corns, to bum, cat cut or soften them,
hut the plan advised above is saf, is PAINLESS, gives most
welcome relief in a few hours, and prevents a returs: of the
com for a longer time than any other remedy; and last of
all, it costs noxhingkbut a little attention: shat, howaver, is
the great draw.back.—Hulls Journal, ’

A CuarTER ON STINGS,—The pain caused by the stin
of a plant or insect is the resalt of a cerfain amolnt of aci
poisan injected into the blood. The first thing to be done is
1o press the tube of a small key firmly on the wound, moving
the key from side to side to facilitate_the expulsion of the
sting and its accorpanying poison, The sting, iflef} In the
wound should be carcfully extracted, otherwise'lt will preat.
ly increase the Jocal irritation. The poison of stings belng
acid, common sense poinls to the alkalies as the proper
means of cure, Among the most easily procured les
may be meationed soft 20ap, liquor of ammonia fspln't; of
hartshorn), smelling salts, washing sods, pick-lime made
into & paste with water, lime-water, the juice of an onion,
tobacco juice, chewed tobacco, bruised dogl, leaves, fomato
julce, wood ashes, tobacco ash and carbonate of sada, If
the sting be severe, rest and coolness shonld be added to the
other remedics, more especially in the case of nervousd sub-
jects. Nathing is so ap. lo make the poison active.as: beat,
and nothing favors its activity less than coid. Let the body
be kept cool and at rest, and the activity of the p6isdh wifl
e reduced to a minimum,  Any active excrtion whereby the
arculaton is quickened will increase both pain and swelling,
If the swalling be severe the part may be fubbed With sweet
oil or & drop or two of laudanim, Stings In thé eys, ear,
routh ot threat sometimes lead to serious consequances; in
such cases medical advice should always be sought 23 soon as

possible,~—Garden,
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M ORVYN HOUSE,
348 JARVIS ST, TORONTO.

BoARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR YoUNG LADIES.
MISS HAIGHT, PrinNCIPAL.

b This School affords thorough instruction in all the
ranches of a sound ENGLISH EDUCATION.
glod'em Languages, Drawing and Painting, and

{usic, are taught by accomplished instructors.

REeSIDENT PUPILS are under the personal care of
the Principal, and have all the advantages of a re-
fined CurisTiaN HoME.

"IjzRMg moderate, A liberal reduction made to
Clevgymens' dawghters. The Winter Session hegins
Nov.tsth. _Attention is requested to the followin,
references : Revs. Alex. Topp, D.D.; J. M. Kin s
Principal, Cavan; Knox College; Prof. I\ELareE"
Hon. O. Mowatt, Attorney General ; Robert Baldwin.
Wm. Alexander; J. L. Blaikie; gXas./ Campbell, Pub-
hl)she;: Gaﬁ: Thompson, Pres. Northern R. R. Co.;
Dand G lbraih, E“ﬁ' (of Messrs. Galbraith, Chris-

] I‘{eevs 0 wq]ronto; ev. T. Wardrope, Guelph, Ont. ;
Cotere: D ilkes, D D., Principal' Congregational
Iege-%.?' . H. McVicar, LL.D.,, Presbyterian Col-
REe I;lnor. Baldwin, Rector of Christ Church; Very

e Sean){?é{:ﬂ,bLL.D.‘,; J. I‘V{” D:;vlson, LL.D,,

X 9., MCH : Universi| ontreal; V. Jo M,
Gibson, D.D.. Chicago, DI Rewe . e

GaLT
Collegiate Institute.

Each . department in charge of an experi
d %art i enc
Graduate. Every facility afforded to those g:eparixexg
for Examinations. With a single exception no one
from it has ever failed in passing his examinations

sucee: ly.
- WM. TASSIE, M.A,, LL.D,,
Head Master.

PBRANTFORD
Collegiate Institute.

A Complete Staf of Experienced Teachers. |

§peciat attention paid to UniversiTy Work, honor.

an g:ss.
di A Form devoted entirely to the preparation of cait-
idates for SECOND CLASS CERTIFICATES.

he most honourable record of all Canadian Schools

and Colleges at the University Examinations of 1877,
Board $2.75 to $3.00.

inter Term wil% commence 7th January, 1878.

or Prospectus, giving Staff of Masters, Record of
Honors, Course of Study, etc., apply to

JAMES MILLS, Head Master.

*ALT COLLEGIATE IN-
STITUTE.

ALEX. MURRAY, M.A,, MATHEMATICAL
MASTER, G.C.1,, receives a few students as board-
ers, whose private studies he personally superintends.

References:—Rev, J. K. Smith, M.A,, Chairman
zt{ g%wtd ; Wm, Tassie, M.A,, LL.D., Head Master

ANNUAL VOLUMES
1877.

The Adviser, 23 cents.
Band of Hope Review, 30 cents.
Child’s Own M?azine, 30 cents,
Cottager and Artizan, 4o cents.
Child’s Cor}erFanion, 40 cents.
Tract Magazine, 40 cents,

Britisn Juvenile, 45 cents.
British Workman, 45 ceuts,
British Workwoman, 45 cents,
Children's Friend, 45 cents.
Family Friend, 45 cents.
: Friendly Visitor, 45 cents.
Infants’ Magazine, 45 cts.
The Prize, 45 cents.

Chauerbox, yo cents.
Tllustrated Missionary News, go cents.
Kind Words, go cents.
Little Fofks, go cents.
Little Wide Awake, go cents.
Peep Show, go ceats.
(3
Eamily Treasu
ry, $2.00.
Good Words, $200.
Leisure Hour, $1.75.
Quuver, $2.00.
Sunday at Heme, $1.75.
Sunday Magazine, $2.00.

Just received and for sale by
Jokn Young,
U.C.TRACT SOCIETY,

102 YONGE STREET.
AGENTS

weENTS 850 to $200 PER MONTH

~———_A New, Clear, and Concise

UNIVERSAL HISTORY

C°mm€ncing with the earliest Periods, closing March,
1877. 3 volumes of the World's great, Grand History
inone. ” Ancient, Middle Ages, and Modern, in-
cluding history of Centennial Exhibition, inaugura-
Yon. of President Hayes, and Turkish difficulties.
A book of thrilling interest and universal need. Sells
pa:.‘“" thankany other, Beautiful ilhi;tra:_lons, l:;/

iges, quick sales, extra terms, circulars free, Ad-
drese 1 G MeCURDY & Cop, Priladelphia, Pa.

O.; Chieago, IlL, ; St, Loais; Mo,

| prove a ve

N oW READY.

Notes for Bi-bie Readings

Edited by S. R. BRIGGS and J. H.
ELLIOTT,

WITH INTRODUCTORY CHAPTERS3 BY

D. W. WHITTLE,

Bible Readings,—*‘ How to Prepare
and How to Give.”

Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. ox
STUDY THE BIBLE.”
Rev. JAMES H. BROOKS, D.D,, o~ “How To
STUDY THE BIBLE.” AND ‘ THE BisLE wiTH
CHRISTIAN WORKERS,”
Rev. STUART ROBINSON, D.D,, o~ ‘“How T0O
Stupy THE BIBLE.”
Rev. W. J. ERDMAN, on “Tug STUDY OF THE
ORD." A

) WOoRD. .
Rev. A. SOMERVILLE, o~ ‘“THr BisLe.”
REey. ] H.VINCENT, D,D., ox *“BIsLE READING.”

: AND
"OVER 600 BIBLE READINGS AND
: BIBLE STUDIES. .

BY

D. L. Moody, D, W. Whittle, Rev. James H.
Brookes, D.D,, Rey. Lyman Abbott, D.D., Rev, J.
H. Castle, D.D., Henry Moothouse,” R. C. Morgan,
George Muller, Miss Macpherson, Mrs. Stephen
Menzies, Revs. J. H. Vincent;' D.D., T. W. Hand-
ford, W. J. Erdman, Chas, M, Whittlesey, E. P,
Gardiner, Robert Cameron, H, M. Parsons, Geo. A.
Hall, W, S. Rainsford, B.A,, B. F. Jacobs, Charles
Cullis, M.D., R, R, McBurney, Dr. D. W. Mun-

‘“How TO

Brown, Col. Burton, and many others,

Contains chapters on

«“I'yg Use ofF THE BIBLE IN THE ENQUIRY Room.”

“ BrsLe STUDY,” by an English Writer.

<« BisLE MARKING, by Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D.
And several other articles, all bearing on Bible Read-
ing, Bible Study, Bible Marking, etc.

%‘he aim has been to collect and prepare such mat-
ter as would prove suggestive and awaken further
study and research into the Word.

1t is believed that this book, which contains Bible
Readings by some of the ‘ablest Bible Students of
this age, and many never before publishéd, will
valuable aid to Pastors, Sunday School
Teachers, Bible Students, and other Christian Work-
ers, and all who desire to search the Scriptures.

" Complete alphabetical index. Demy 8vo. 256
pages, with 32 additional blank leaves ruled for potes.

rice, Paper Covers, 6oc.; Cloth Limp, 8oc.; Extra
Cloth, $1.00. ’

Toronto Willard_T—ract Depository,

SHAFTESBURY HALL, TORONTO.

Sent by Mail on receipt of price.

‘ N ERRY MUSIC FOR MER-
RY CHRISTMAS.

What more appropriate gift for a xpusical friend
than one or more aof out “Golden Series ” of music
books. Each of the following volumes contains 224
pages of elegant mugic, worth in sheet form about $40.

GOLDEN CHORD % Three volumes of popu-

pli%ngg gggngs e vElame

contains from 150 to 200

iful pieces consisting, of Waltzes, Polkas,
gde:f;xfc‘:ls, galo ¢, Schottisches, Mazurkas, Fantasias,

Popular Airs, uetts, etc., etc.

f choi
SONG TREASURES | (21"t
s M

Songs, Bg.lladsi)qtc., I;_y th:
+ writers in Europe and America.  Price of eac
gt"‘et?'lewabove volumes, bound in boards, $2.50: in
cloth, $3.00; in full gilt, (an elegant gift edition),
$4,oo’. lsvlailed on receipt of price. Catalogue giv-
ing contents of each sent free. .

EIGHT NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Together with 40 pages of new music and interesting
reading maiter are contained in
BRAINARD'S MUSICAL WORLD

ber.—HovLipay Numper| Full of choice
:;Sli):cego]drby Newsdealers or mailed on receipt of
15 cents. Only $1.50 per year with premium. d
15¢. for sample copy.

S. Brainard's Sons, Publrs, Cleveland, O.

BIRD CAGES.

A LARGE VARIETY CHEAP,

TORONTO WIRE WORKS,
116 King Street West.
w.

H. RICE.

1878. THE 1878.

MAYORALTY.

To the Electors of the City of Toronto :

Your Vote and Influence

AT THE

COMING ELECTION,

ANé“ffé”Mﬁﬁ"ﬁisoN

ELECTION TAKES PLAGE ON MONDAY, JANUARY 7TH, 1371.

EEN.

60D BAVE THE QU

hall, W, Reynolds, j. W, Dean, R. H. Orr, H. W.

ROBINSON & KENT,

(Late Duggan & Rebinson.)

BARRISTERS-AT-LAW, ATTORNEYS,
SOLICITORS, CONVEYANCERS, ETC.

Orricr i~ Provincial Assurance Buildings, Court !

Street, Toronto.
J. G. ROBINSON, M.A. HERBERT A. B. KENT.

M. MACDONALD, BAR-
¢ RISTER, ATTORNEY, SOLICITOR,
Conveyancer, etc.—OFFIcEB; 5 Millichamp’s Build-

1 ings, 31 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ont.

S JAMES & CO,,
“Architects, Civil Gngineers,

and Building Surveyors.
17 TORONTO STREET, TORONTO.
LANGLEY, LANGLEY &
_+ BURKE, ; ‘
Architeets, Civil Engineers, ete.,
31 KING ST, WEST, TORONTO.
EDMUND BURKE.

HENRY LANGLEY. ED, LANGLEY.

~HARLES POTTER,
. OPTICIAN AND MANUPFACTURER
' of all kinds of Yo ]
OPTICAL & PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS'

A speciality made of Spectacles. Catalogue sent
onapplication. C. POTTER, ¢ King Street East,

Toranto.
ArTiFiciAt GLASS HUMAN EYES IN STOCK.

.Jf STABLISHED AD. 1869,
ONTARIO STEAM DYE WORKS

and Clathes Cleaning Establishment, 334 Yonck St.,
ToronTo. Feathers cleaned, dyed, and curled.

THOMAS SQUIRE, Proprietor.

[ STABLISHED 1854,
° - A. McDONALD,
Renovator and Dyer

Of Gentlemen'’s Wearing Apparel,
24 ALBERT ST., corner of James, TORONTO.,

" T. ALLSOPP,
BOOTS AND SHOES

of every description, No. 7 KING STREET EAST,
fourth?oor east of Yonge, Toronto. A large assort-
ment sizes, half-sizes and different widths, always on
hand. Every boot warranted as represented .

Arrsorr’s ExceELsioR WATERPROOF COMPOUND.

MERRYFIELD,

'BOOT AND SHOE MAKER,

190 YONGE STRBET.
A large and well assorted stock always on hand.

AMIESON’S -

_ GREAT
CLOTHING HOUSE,
N. W, COR. OF YONGE & QUEEN STREETS,

' TORONTO, ONT.-
GORMLEY, - .
* " WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
FAMILY GROCER!/

North East Corner Jarvis and Duke Streets,
Toronto.

A choice stock of Groceries and Pravisions always
on h:nd]nt reasonable prices for Cash.  Fine Teasa
specialty, City housekeepers will always find choice

lots of .
Roll and Tub Butter
from which to select.
The highest market price paid for gpod Butter and
fresh Eggs. :

("HURCH ORGANS -
BUTLT TO ORDER FROM $60Q TO $3,000.

e

Order rom the Manufacturer and save a5 percent.
: EDWARD LYE,
20 St. Albans Street, Toronto

Builder of organ in Central Presbyterian Church,
Toronto.

TKINSON'S
PARISIAN TOOTH PASTE

FOR CLEANSING THE TEETH.

=

SOLD AT ALL DRUG STORES

W ILLIAM DIXON,

Manuficturer of

FINE CARRIAGES,

63 & 65 Adelaide St. West, Toronto.

Next door to Graud’s Horse Bazaar.

CANADA

~ Stained Glass Works,

Established 1856.

Ecclesiastical and Domestic Stained Glass Win
dows executed in the best style.

‘Banners and Flags Painted to Order.
JOSEPH McCAUSLAND,

Propricter.

8 Kine St. Wast, ToronTO,

S. KEITH & CO;

PLUMBERS, GAS AND
STEAM FITTERS,

109 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO

. HOT WATEKR -HEATING for D: elling .. ...
o a.ndGmen'house:alpeci:l'ty.w' B

GAS GHANDELIERS

in Bronze, Gilt, and Crystal. The largest assortment
in the Province.

Wholesale Dealers in PLuMBERsS’ MATERIALS, IRON
Pire AnD FiTTINGs, Brass Work, ETc.

LEVERDON & MARTIN,
IMPORTERS,

12 & 14 KING STREET WRST,

GREAT CLEARANCE SALEI

Bargains in

Crockery & Glassware

AT DRESDEN HALL.

Twenty per cent. discount on all cask purchases.

IMPORTANT NOTICE. -
KENT BROS.
Celebrated Speetacles

THAT NEVER TIRE THE EYE.

Parties who use Spectacles should be careful :
them phr:per]y ;ux;’mf to their sight, as manr; :e::hﬁrt
eyesight ruined by wearin, tacl
fitted. . By using our & Spectacies TP”P"],

PATENT SPECTACLES’ INDICATOR

we are able to fit with the first pair, saving the annoy-
ance of irritating the eye. b o

_'tMrorTERS OF
Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, etc.,

KENT BROS,

166 YONGE STREET TORONTO, -
UST RECEIVED, |

A fine assortment for the stason’s trade, of

Watches, Gold & Silver,

CHAINS, LOCKETS, NECKLETS,
and a great variety of other kinds of Jewellery,

Clocks, and Electro-plated Ware,

: consisting of ) :
TEA SETTS, SALVERS, CARD AND CAKE
’ BASKETS, EPERGNES, Exc,
entirely new, at moderate prices, and warranted ‘of -

the finest quality.

W. WHARIN -
23 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO
TORONTO CENTRAL FAC-

. TORY,
59 to 73 Adelaide St. West,

Cheap for cash, first clasy
DOORS, SASHES, BLINDS,
Casings, Mouldings, Bases, Sheeting, Floorin

Moulding, Chicago Sheathing, Fel bt
A ogg ”:gnd han Maclgineryz. elt, etc., etc. :
Ha replenished his f; with the latest im-

acte!
] acglnefy, be can coll vers
EE ot g 3 Sy ek
very low rates.  All'orders will receive prompt att

J. P. WAGNER, Proprietor,
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$2.00 PER ANNUM IN ADVANOE.

C BLACKETT ROBINSON, Editor and Proprictor,
OFFIOE—NO. 5 JORDAN ST., TORONTO.

TO SUBSCRIBERS:

Letters and articles intended for the next issue should be in the
hands of the Editor not later than Tuesday morning.

Post Office money order or registered letter at ouRr RISK. Money
mailed in unregistered letters willbe at the risk of the sender,

* The figures following name on address label indicate the date to
which the paper is paid. Thus: John Jones, 31 Dec. 7, shows subscrip-
tion paid up to end of 1877.

Orders to discontinue the paper must be accompanied by the
amount due, or the paper will not be stopped, Subscribers are respon-
sible until full payment is made,

Receipt of money is acknowledged (no other receipt is given) by a
change of figures on label ; and if this is not done within #wo weeks of
date of remittance the Publisher should be notified. Subscribers should
from time to time examine label, so that mistakes, if any, may be cor-
rected.

In changing an Address, it is necessary to send the oLD as well
as the NEw address, The change cannot be made unless this is done.
Parties remitting will please note that giving the Township is quite use-
less ; the name of post-office alone is all that is required,

Advertisements ro cents a line -12 lines to the inch. Yearly rates
$2.00 per line.

'TORONTO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 1878.

CHURCH DEBTS.

UR Presbyterian friends in the United
States seem to have been suddenly
seized with a wholesome horror of debts and
mortgages connected with their Church pro-
perty. They have a Don Quixote, bearing
the name of Kimball, who has discovered
that his mission is to cut the rope of the mill-
stone of debt which is dragging to destruc-
tion a goodly proportion of ecclesiastical
buildings. This gentleman like warriors in
general has a preference for Sunday as a suit-
able time for waging battle. He usually
mounts the pulpit with the minister of the
congregation whose mortgage is to be attack-
ed. The pastor conducts devotional exercises
as a fitting prelude to the work on hand.
Mr. Kimball then turns up his coat sleeves,
and commences his first round. He makes
the conditional promise that, if half a dozen
gentlemen will give five thousand dollars each,
he will also contribute five thousand. Hav-
ing succeeded in this and time being called,
the second round commences, the auctioneer
in the sacred desk calling for sums of four
thousand, heading the list with four thousand
himself. Having easily slain the giants—
those who stand for values of say from five
thousand to one thousand dollars—the Quix-
ote has a more difficult task with the smaller
fry who represent all possible sums embraced
within hundreds of dollars and tens and fives.
On the principle that it is easier to shoot an
elephant than a lot of vermin, it now takes
hours to foot up the hundreds for the one
hour that secured the thousands. So slow
indeed are the repeated rounds with the ene-
my, that Mr. Kimball is sometimes obliged
to postpone the attempt at further liquidation
till the following Sunday, when the laggards
are generally obliged to capitulate. The
work is then finished. The debt is extin-
guished. The congregation are called to
sing, “ Praise God from Whom all blessings
flow.”
We had thought that this pulpit auctioneer-
ing was confined to our Methodist brethren,
But while our soul recoiled from the sight of

turning away the House of God from its pro-
per object of worship, it seemed a redeeming
qualification that this practice was almost
confined to Methodists. Somehow it seems
natural for them to do this kind of thing.
But Mr. Kimball thoroughly beats the Meth-
odists on their own ground. In the Bloor St.
Methodist Church, a man of vast auctioneer-
ing ability was brought a long distance and
was paid handsomely for the work. This Mr.
Kimball, however, like a man, heads or foots
the list with his five or ten thousand dollars.
But here is the rab.  Where does this gentle-
man get the money to do the handsome in
this fashion? Mr. Kimball is not a man of
wealth, Were he some eccentric millionaire,
and taking this way of doing a nobly gener-
ous deed, the feeling of sacrilege caused by
turning the church into a house of merchan-
dise might be got over. The congregation
would tolerate the thing for once, considering
that the successful liquidation of their debts
would make its repetition useless or impos-
sible. But Mr. Kimball is neither rich nor
eccentric, and how is the miracle accomplish-
ed? There is no other conclusion than that
the whole thing is planned and pre-arranged.
The leading spirits are let into the secret,
They are ready to spring to their feet with
their one, two or five thousands, and a whole
lot more, like sheep whose leader has jumped
the fence, rush to the subscription paper and
write down their names for corresponding
amounts.

Much as we like the idea of a Church being
free of debt, we confess that the plan of Mr.
Kimball is one not to be commended. It is
not for us to say one word against his motives
or the spirit which animates his work. The
ends he has in view are excellent, and we
doubt not he is a man of great practical wis-
dom, who realizes the fearful nature of debt
and wishes to have the Churches relieved of
such an incubus. But we do not admire the
system which he has inaugurated. However
well it may suit other denominations, it is not
in our opinion adapted to our own. Our
people do not like to be coerced into giving
what is beyond their ability. They are not
easily influenced by the impulse of competi-
tion. They like to consider what they are
about, and not to be involved through an
emulative spirit in a burden beyond their in-
come or not in accordance with their inclina-
tion. Christians will always give from prin-
ciple. They take the matter before the Lord,
and in the conclave of the family they weigh
well what is required for houschold expenses,
and what may be the proportion of profit
after they have paid their lawful debts, We
do not say that Presbyterians as a rule come
up to this standard. But we do say that this
plan of giving is that which is generally pur-
sued in our churches, and which has been en-
dorsed over and over again by our Church
courts. As to the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, we feel safe in asserting that were
this Mr. Kimball to appear in the manner
described before any one of our congrega-
tions, however burdened with debt, instead of

getting bids and succeeding by appeals to-

the competitive spirit in man, there would be
the likelihood of the gentleman finding him-
self left alone in the church. Fancy one of
our congregations assembling to worship God
on the holy Sabbath, and instead of the usual

services of praise and instruction, being called
out one by one as to who shall bid highest in
the matter of the liquidation of debt. The
people would leave in disgust, and the failure
of the attempt would be manifest. This
would be the case with our members, even at
the opening of a church; but how much more
would it be the case were an effort like that
of Mr. Kimball made to take their pockets
by storm?

And we say this in the full conviction that
the Presbyterian Church is not behind in the
matter of giving. Let our readers only con-
sider the growth of this Church in Canada,
its great enterprise in building churches and
manses, its vast contributions to Home and
Foreign Missions, its munificent support of
schools and colleges, and they will see what
a grand aggregate is yearly reached without
resorting to questionable means and doubtful
plans. To this subject of Church Debts we
hope to return in another issue, and then we
will consider the whole question in its bear-
ings upon Church extension and Church
work.

MANITOBA COLLEGE.

HE following circular has been addressed

to pastors of congregations, We

sincerely trust that a liberal response will be
made to it throughout the Church generally.

REV. AND DEAR SIR,—The General Assembly, at its
meeting, at Toronto in June, 1876, recognizing the impor-
tance to the Presbyterian Church of Manitoba College, un-
animously agreed—‘‘that it is entitled to the hearty support
of the Church, and that it should be maintained efficiently
in its various departments.” A Special Committee was
appointed with instructions to issue a circular to congrega-
tions, pointing out the necessity for the College and asking
for a contribution towards its support. The Committee
carried out the instructions of the Assembly, but the report,
presented at the meeting in Halifax, last June, showed that
only a few congregations contributed, thus leaving a large
deficit in the funds of the College. The Special Committee
was re-appointed with instructions to appeal urgently to our
congregations, and to wealthy members of the Church on
behalf of the College. The Committee after mature con-
sideration of the present position of the College, its impor-
tance to our Church, and the necessity of maintaining it in a
state of thorough efficiency, agreed to issue this circular in
which they earnestly call upon all the congregations to show
their loyalty to the General A§sembly., and their interest in
the prosperity of our Church in Manitoba, by contributing
to the support of the College. If congregations generally
contributed, a small amount from each would be sufficient.

The Committee would respectfully request you to bring
the clainis of the College before your Session and Congrega-
tion and to urge them to contribute to its support. They
confidently hope that in the ‘annual distribution of your
funds, Manitoba College will not be altogether overlooked.

D. H. FLETCHER, Convener of Committee,

Hamilton, November 27th, 1877.

N.B.—Collections to be sent to the Rev. Dr. REID,
TORONTO, or the REV, DR. MCGREGOR, HALIFAX.

OBITUARY.

Died on the 15th ult., at the residence of her son
John, Mrs. Catherine McColl at the age of eighty-six.
She was almost the last survivor of that generation
that made for themselves homes in the Township of
Esquesing, then a forest, in the year 1819. She was
faithful in the discharge of all her relative duties to
which it is not necessary to refer more particularly,
for her piety, which was fervent and rational was con-
spicuous in her whole conduct, and in all her social
relations. The Bible was her “one book,” in the
constant reading of which she took daily delight, and
its influence on her whole conduct was obvious to all
The raligious exercises which always accompany the
taking delight in God’s word was habitual to her.
She resembled the good centurion, who prayed to
God always. The weather must needs be very in-
clement, that would prevent her from “going up to
the house of God.” If others went to criticise, or from
curiosity, or from a mere sense of duty, so did not she.
She went to worship; and what was her duty was also
her delight. Singularly free from' ostentation in her
profession, she was disposed to believe that others who
made a high profession of Christian experience and
character were superior to herself. Hers was a char-
ity which was unsuspicious of guile. What she be-
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lieved she was not ashamed to confuss, She was not
ashamied of the Gospel of Christ, which was the power
of God unto salvation to her,  Attached to her own
church,she was ever ready toicceive into her affections
all in whom she recognised a love tothe Saviour.  As
cold water to a thirsty soul, so was to her good news
from a far country of the progress of Christ's causc
and kingdom. She was deeply grieved in hearing or
wimessing irreligion and ungodliness. Her death was
such as might have been anticipated from her lifc.
Her health and strength gradually failed her.  She
was consciows that her end was approaching, and her
confidence that He in swhom she had believed would
keep that which she had committed unte Him, was
unabated. Suffering but hatle, if any pain she calmly
yicided up her spirit unto Ged. Her name will not
soon Yo forgottcn by those who kacw her, and to her
surviving children, who were so long witnesses of her
walk end conversation, she has leit a name fragrnt
with recollections of what she was, and of what she
dig. She has Ielt a character to adnure, and an ox-

ample to imitate, »

PRESBYTERY oF WiiTy. This Presbytery met
in St. Andrew’s Church, Whitby on the 18th inst.
The following itemg,of business were disposcd of: —
Mr. Drummong, Newcastle, was appointed Clerk of
Presbytery; Mr. Peattic was appointed Moderator for
th- vast twelve months, The Records of the Kirk
Stesions of Dunbarton, Claremont, Erskine Church,
Whitby, and Oshawa, were examined and attested.
Those sessions that had not yet produced their
Records were ordered to do so at next meeting.  Mr.
Kennedy gave in his resignation of Dunbarton and
Canton, and the Precuytery summoned his congrega
tion to appear for their interests at next mecting of
Presbytery, when the resignation will be consid-~red
A committee was appoinied to make arrangements
for Missionary Mecetings in all th: congregations, at
which the claims of the Foreign Missions would be
specially presented. The Sessions were instructed to
Mrward their reports on the State of Religion to Rev
W. M. Roger, Ashburn P.O. The congregation of
Enniskillen and Cartwright petitioned for assistance
from the Home Mission Fund; after a careful exam-
ination of their financial state, it was agreed to apply
for $150 per annum, provided they have a settled
pastor. The College Fund was referred to a commit-
tee. The first hour of next mecting is to be occupied
with a Conference an the state of Religion. Business
from: the Assembly and some other items were left
over till next meeting which is to be held in Whitby,
on the'thixd Tuesday of March 1578. A A.D.

PRESBYTERY OF PARIS.- The Paris Presbytery met
at Tilsonburg, on ‘Tiesddy the 318th December, the
Rev. R. N. Grant, Moderator, pro fem.  The Presby-
tery after having been formally constituted and the
minutés read, resolvéd itself into a conference on
religion, when addresses were delivered by Dr, Cach-
rane on Home and Foreign Missions; by Mr. McEwen
of Ingersoll, on Sabbath Schools, and Mr. D. D. Mc
Leod of Paris, on Evangelical lifé. A large congrega-
tion was present and deep intercst manifested in the
subject of the addresses. Among the more important
items of business transacted were the following:—The
clerk read ietters from Rev. Hugh Thompson, relating
to certain moneys alleged to be due him from St.
Andrews Church, East Oxford, and the Home Mission
Committee. In Mr, Thompson's sbsence the matter
was left over for consideration, until next meeting of
Presbytery. The committee appointed at last meet.
ing to prepare a scheme for Presbyterial Visitation re-
ported a series of questions to be put on such accasions,
to the ministers and office-bearers of churches. The
questions having been read by Mr. Grant theconvener
of the conimittee, and considered seriatim, were, after
a few slight amendments had been made—ordered to
be printed, and circulated for the information of mem-
bers—final action to be tzken on the whole subject at
next regular meeting of Presbytery. Mr. McMullen
was appointed to visit the stations at Beachville,
Sweaboiurrg and Old St. Andrew’s, East Oxford, and
enquire into their condition and prospects. A com-
mittee consisting of Mr. Lowry and Dr, Cochrane wag
appointed to arrange for the deputics of the Foreign
Mission Committee and the Missionary Mactings of
the yarious cobgregationis within the bounds. Reports
on the state of religian,not yet handed in, were ordered
to be sent to the Rev. James Little, Princeton, on or
bafore the 15th Janyary, 1878. The committee to

prepare the Annual Report is as {ollows :—~Messrs.
Little, McLeod, and J. Thompson, mimsters; and
Messrs, Lillico, and Ranald, elders, Extract munutes
of the congrcgations of o1 Andrews, East Oafurd
and Shavers’ Cutners, were read, to the cffect that a
“Dasis of Union between saud congregations had
been agreed to.”  The Basis of Union having been
considered, the Presbytery .fter dehiberation agreed
to express its graufication at the proposed union, and
give its cordial assent to the same, and further agree
tu instruct Me, Aull formally to announce the acton
of Presbytery, and declare the congregations of
Shavers’ Corners and St. Andrew’s, East Oxford, united
i one pastoral charge, to be known as St. Andrew’s
Church, Blenheim, and St Andrew’s Church, Last
Oxfurd, i terms of the Basis of Union subnutted to
and approved by Presbytery. A wrcular was read
from the Convener of the Assembly’s Conunittee un
Sabbath Schools, proposing certain questions for ¢ -
sideration regarding the advancement of the work.
On motion the matter was left over until next regular
meeting. A conumittec consisting of Messrs. Grant,
McMullen, and Little, ministers, and Mr. J. Ruther-
furd, clder, were appuinted to repust to next meceting,
on the Book of Farms. The Presbytery then adjourn-
cd to meet at Paris, and within River Street Church
there on the first Tuesday of February, 1878, at 11a.m.
~WM. COCHRANE, Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF UWEN S0UND.~This Presbytery
held s last regular meeting 1n Division Street Chureh,
Owen Sound, on the 18th inst.  Mr. Somerville read
lus report onthe Scottish National Bible Socicty, and
the obligations of this Presbytery thereto, which was
received, ind a committee appointed to correspond
with the d.flerent Depositories with the view of having
the accounts closed, and the books on hand disposed
of. A petition was rcad frorn the session and con-
gregations of Kilsyth and North Derby, asking for a
modcration in a call.  The request was granted and
Mr. Curnc was appointed to preach at Kilsyth and
moderate in a call onthe 3rd prox. On the matter of
the collection ordered ¢ be taken up by the several
congregations within the bounds, to aid the Wiarton
Church Building Fund the following sums were re-
ported - Division Strect Church, Owen Sound, $18;
Latona, $7; Chatsworth, $12.70; Leith and Annan,
$13.25; Sydenham, $1.50; Meaford, $7.90. The
I'reasurer was instracted to forward to Wiarton what
funds are on hand for this object, and Mr, Dewar to
continue his diligence till, if possible, the sum of $150
be raised by this Presbytery for the Wiarton Church.
Messrs. Cameron and Stevenson were instructed to
carry out the instructions of Presbytery at itsast
regular meetng, anent Ravenna and  Collingwood
Mountain Stations, as soon as possible. The Thorn-
bury and Heathcote congregations, applied through
their Moderator for leave to have a call moderated
when they are ready thercfor. The Presbytery in-
structed Mr, Whimster to procure and lay before it
information as to the state of the Commuaion Roll,
and the amount of stipend they are prepared to pay,
before the scquest be granted. Professor McLaren's
circular anent Foreign Missions was read, whereupon
it was resolved, that having heard the circular anent
the proposal of certain brethren to visit our congrega-
tions, with the view of stirring Jhem up to give more
liberally toward Foreign Missions, the Presbytery ex-
press the opinion, that in our circumstances we could
not ask them to undertake such a journey with the
hope cf raising the contributions to that Fund, to an
extent worthy of such a visit, but in the absence of
these brethren, the Presbytery engage to do their best,
cach minister in lis own way, tuward the object in
view, and in order to carry it out more efficiently ap-
poirit Mr. McDiarmid to take the oversight of our
congregations doing their duty to this Fund, Mr.
Somerville was appointed to discharge a similar duty
in behalf of the ordinary College Fund. Mr. Curne
was appointed to receive and tabulate answers to the
questions on the State of Religion within the bounds
of the Presbytery. Rev. Mr. Reeve intimated to the
Presbytery that he would quit the Parry Sound Mission
Ficld after the last Sabbath in May next.  The Pres-
bytery accordingly instructed its Home Mission Coms-
Jruttee to look out for a suitable missionary for this
“Field. Mz, Stevenson was appointed Moderator of
the Griersville Session,  Mz. John Creasor gave jn
the report from the committee anent Mf. McNaugh-
ton’s arrears, and the clerk read a letter from Mr. Mc

Naughton. The repost was received and the committee

instructed to continue its labers, The clerk’s salary
was fixed at $50 per annum. A committee was ap-
ponted to draw up resolutions anent the present
pustion of the tempetance cause 10 dus county -
Mcessts. Dewas, Cainerun, Sumerville, and MG,
to compose said committce.  Messrs.  Morrison,
Somerville, Dewar, and Creasor, were appointed a
comnuttee to examine the remit sent down by the
General Assembly anent Leclesiastical Procedure, No.
7, and to report at the next regular meecung.  Anent
the remit regarding an agent for the scheme of the
church in connection with the Heme Mission Fund,
the Presbytery resolved, that in the present position
of the church’s finances, it would not recornmend such
an appointinent.  The principle of a Common Fund
fur the masttenance of the Colleges in Toronto, King-
stun, and Montreal, as sct forth in Rewut, No, 3, was
approved of.  Anent the status of retired ministers,
the Preshytery resolved to recommend the General
Assembly to cnact that ministers who are allowed by
the General Assembly to retire from ministerial work,
and to have their names retuned on the Aged and
Infinn Ministers’ Fund, shall have their names (ifthey
wish it on the roll of their respecuve Presbytenies,
provided they engage in no sccular calling. In rofer-
cuce to the sth Remit, the Presbytery recommended
that ordained wussionanes who are 1n acuve service
in Missiun Districts have thair names on the roll of
the Presbytery within whose buunds they are labonin,,,
In compliance with the injunction of the Gener.i
Asscmbly the Presbytery instructed cach of its con.
gregations cither to form a missionary association, ¢,
an cquivalent thercto, for the systematic maintenance
of the various schemes of the Church. The Presbytery
then adjourned to meet in the same place, on Tuesc. v,
January 15th, 1878, at 2 J'Jduh pm.—D. B, WH,
STER, Presbytery Clerk.

PARTIES who have not completed their canvass for
THI. PRESUYTERIAN are requested to notice that the
time 1s extended il 1st FEBRUARY NEXT.  Subscrip-
tions for 1878 remitted by that date will entitle the
subscriber to a copy of the YEAR Bouk.

THE Education Socicty of East Ontario met at
Brockville, on the 27th ult. Profcssor Riddell of the
Ottawa Normal School wasclected President. From
the reports given in the daly papers we gather that *
the subjects discussed were important, and that much
abuility and intelligence were displayed in their treat-
ment. The benefits accruing te a school from the use
of examination papers to which written answers must
be given by the pupils, were wel! brought out. There
has, of late, been a tendency to resort to this method,
and 1t 15 undoubtedly of great value in so far as it
secures accuracy on the part of the pupils, and tends
to promote good penmaaship and composition ; but .
should not be overdone.  The oral method is best for
teaching—using that term in the sense of communica-
ting knowledgc—and wnitten answers to questions are
gte as useful, 1n their own place, and for their own
purpose, which s w0 test the pupil’s knowledge and
fasten 1t more finmly in huis mind. In the course of
the discussions, the evil of “cramming,” or charging
the pupils’ memories with matter which they do rot
understand, was thoroughly exposed. Principal Daw-
son of Mcuill College, Montreal, was present and
delivered an able address on * Discipline.”  We hope
the address will be published. Professor Macoun
made some telling remarks regarding. the excess of
legislation in cducational matters. Some of the
speakers expressed the opinion that inspectors ough:
to have power to make third-class gertiticates perpetuat
when the wcacher who possesses such, shews humseit
to be ;ifted with talent greatly abuve the average. We
think this suggestion ought to be acted upon. The
natural taler for teaching is scarce, and ought to be
secured wherever found. There are many men in the
profession who can shew a very high certificate, but
who have not thus natural talen: for communicating
knowlsdge, and who are therefure lzboning under a
disadvantage; while there are perhaps quite as many
who are in possession of thc natural talent, but are
destitute of the capacity for acquiring knowledge
necessary to enable them to take anything higherthan
a third.class certificate; and who; under the present
ston swhich 1s best suited to their peculiaxr mental con-
formation, and in which they would be found much
more useful than many nen of much gréater ateain,
ments.,
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SHOIGE £ TERATURE.

MORE THAN CONQUEROR.

PY THE AL THOR OP *ON® LIFE ONLY,” £TC.

Cuarter VIIL

Anthony Beresfurd had read to the last hine of the docu-
ment, which he felt had been written in the full belief that
1t would be seen by him and by him alone, and that from
none other but himself would an anrwer be demanded to
the sulemn appeal with which it closed.  He folded 2t up,
1aid it on a table by his side, and then, turning round to.
wards his other, {w sTowly raised his beautiful hazel eyes,
and fixed them full upon her face.  There had been a change
Jurmg that last momentous hour when ull the faitling powers
of her deparung life had been strained tv endure the tension
of her terrible suspense, and the ominous grey shadow had
crept nuw even over the eyes that seemet to look at him as
through a veil. Her pale hps moved, but mn her intense
anxiety she farled to mnke any articulate suund.  She juined
her hands as 1n convulsise entreaty, and then lay slent and
gasping. .

1t was a piteous sight, and Anthony was touched to the
heast. e bent towards her, and spoke calmly and dis.
tinctly,  **Mother, believe me that 1 feel for you in your
cruel anxiety for your son with all my svul.  If 1 do not at
once relieve it by making you any promisc. it is because the
issues of the question as 1t now stands are to me of such
tremendous importance tha. I dare not, cven for your sake,
aaswer hasuly. T see perfectdy well that if I accede to your
demaznd I can only do so at the cost of a Lfe-long sacrifice
— a sacrifice that will not affect myself alone in the destruc.
ton of all my dearest hopes, but that will influence the
destiny of many a hapless being, whom I might have had
power to rescue from intolerable misery.”

She interrupted him with a gesture of passionate entreaty,
while a vialent effort forced the words from her lips—*‘My
Rex, my Rex—save him?"

He was all the world to her, in the hour of death as he
had been in the days »f life  She could give no thought to
Anthony, or to0 the suffenng thousands whom he had hoped
to succour.  She could only ding with desperate tenacity to
the mortal existence that was passag frum her, till she had
won for her darling the boon she cuveted, be the cost what
it might.

**Give mea little tume, dear mother,” said Anthony, be-
seechingly. *‘I must weigh well all that your request in-
volves before T answer you.”

$Time?!" she almost shricked out. *“What time is left
to me? I am dying—soon .t will be too late.  Anthony—
Anthony—as you would have peace when your own death
hour comes, grant my prayer!”

He rose, and, teuderly placing his anms round her, he laid
her back on the peliows, from which she had started, saying,
geatly, *‘ Wait only a very few minutes longes, dearest mother,
and you shall have my decision.”

b not leave me,” she exclaimed, clutching at his
arm with the fa:ling fingers that had ot powertograspat.

**I have no thought of doing s0,” he said, **I shall not
quit the room;” then as she lay hack passively, he went
aside into the recess formed by the bow window, where he
could feel himself to be alone for the few brief incants in
which he mast settle the question oa which hus whole futuse
destiny depended.  He stood wish his amos folded on his
breast, and his eyes almast unconsciously fixed upon the
z~ene before him. 1t was about the same hour of the mom-
ing as that of the day before when he had been loaking
down from tbe mountain side over the fair Welsh landscape
which had scarcely beea mere lovely than the view that now
lay stretched bepeath his gaze: far heyond the pleasaunce
with its nohle trees, and the green fields thraugh which the'
river ran, he c7uld seo the slesping waters of the deep sull
lake from which Darksmere took its name; it layina hollow
s> that the hills an the one side, and the wouod on the other,
overshadnwed 3* camplerely, and msde it in tnith a dark
mere, which the sunchine seldom touched, while the soli-
tu-te that surrounded it was unbmken for many miles The
¢ “trast between this sellen gloomy lake, lying motionless
within its narrow boundary, and the bright blue occan wide
and frer that had sparkled benexth his eyes the day before,
scemad to strike Ninthony forcibly as bearing a singular an-
alogy to the strangely different destinies whick a few hours
tad placed hefrre him, with the certainty that he must now
maake his irreuocable choice between them.

The golden vision wkick had shone on the horizon of his
hopes wher he stood on the morntain side had seemed to
offes him s life of Seandless enesgy and independent action,
with sympatkies wide as “hat ocean, and powers frec as its
waves that onward ¢ lled "¢ Ustan: laals bearing sunshine
and fresh pure aim cpon s hreast where thonsands might
rejoice in its hrightness and its “codom; tut the life to
which his mother wyuld bind um_lown in her exclnsive aare
{ . her youngest born would be as restricted and isulated in
it power of good as was that lonely lake within its narrow
bed, while the dark dead wates that never leaped ap To the
siovm ot smiled to the sunbeams were indeed a £t endlem
< the 3ull monotuny of pc:P' cares that would make aj Lis
¢ Tveace from day to day if he gave imsc!f 1. be nuthing
mnre hencefrrward save the unwelcome nfn:rdi:n of one
weak boy. 1t was very certzin thar Rex, already grown to
anazc when he had a right tc libenty of action and the cun
* 1 %is cwo property, would not Jesivc *he perpetaal
s-oo=¢ m fan ¢Yler Wrother, br easily endare it, and the
whale xspeve of the cxistence *hat most be his if he yielded
1. his motbe-'s praycr, made Anthony Beresfrad grow sick
at heart as he contemplated it with a certain foresight, while
his ryes s1ill reste? o “he soliczry lake, but it was only for
2 momen® *hat be AWawed Msed oo Tobk at the matter o3 i
affected his own happinese ‘ha® ke w2id to himsel, was
nnt *he question.  God had giveq him a life wherewith 1o
serve Him, and he was boun? o discover after what manner
he oold bedt and mod! cure'y reader 3t batk ¢ the Gives,
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in worthy and fruitful service. He had believed that a
career fiad opened out before him which would have been
wost blessed and most gloriouy, alike for himself and many
others; and now another path was shown him by the dying
hand of his mother, where he could see nelther gloty nor
blessing, but only the passive duty of standing between his
younger brather and a possible danger.  Surely it was
nobler and more divine to unloose the heavy burdeos
and let the oppressed go free, to respond to the appeal of
many-voiced anguish that rose forever from the slave-lands
rather than to waste his youth and strength in guarding that
one young man from an upseen enemy  Why should not
Rex suflice to hmself as other men were fain to do, and
fight his own way thmugh the tnals and temptations which
1n some form or other dog the s\cd‘»s of every human being
upon carth? why must Anthony fling all bis life away upon
hum, and desert the cause of thousands for his sake? What
better claim had Rex upon him than the fact (hat he was
the son of a mother who had never loved him, and had not
each one of these many slaves a stronger plea in their utter.
ly defenceless nusery ?

Almost had Anthony turned round to tell his mother that
he would warn Rex, and send him camest counsel from his
distant home, but that even at her prayer he could not give
up his cherished dream, when it seemed 1o hiv as if & voice
whispered in his car, with mocking emphasis—* A [ iy
brother's keeper?”  He stasted, as he remembered by whom
those words wete uttered, :n(‘ while he stood irresolute,
another sentence came sounding through his <oul in that
mysterious manner which most of us have expericnced in the
hour of temptation--**It is not the wish of your Father
which is in heaven that one of these little ones should per-
1sh.”  *One of these little ones!”  Even so.  Was it not
certain that one single soul was so precious in the sight of
God that a thousand lives were well bestowed to rescue it
from stn?  Had not the one Life, wiuch was of more value
than that of all the human race, been given for cach single
soul? and was Anthony to withhold his own when it was
clauned from him by the close tic of blood, wherewith God
had bound them ta cach ather, and the solemn obligatinn of
amother’s death-bed prayer? Had there not been pride and
arrogance in the idea that his work was requuired for the
deliverance of the slaves whom their Father in heaven could
set tree at a word, if such were his good pleasure® “The
work that is done upon earth He docth it imself.” He
mght have permitted to Anthony the privilege of serving
him by acts of mercy 2o the slave, if he had set no nearer
duty before him to hold lum with a prior and an irresistible
claim. Rex had been given him as a brother, who sorely
needed his support, before ever his eyes had fallen upon the
dusky faces of the zlien mace that could ciaim no kindred
with him. For a moment Anthony bowed his face on his
hand, while lus breast heaved with the struggle his inward
resolution cost hims but when, with determined will, he had
cast out of his heast the golden dream, the generous hope,
that had been his light of hife for three bnght years, he slow-
Yy rased hrs cyes to heaven, and, folding lus hands 1n calm
submission, said, softly—*So be at, Father; T will be my
brother’s keeper.”

Anthony Beresford's face was very pale when he turned
to go back to the bedside of his dyng rother, but it was
beautiful with a serenity of peace such as it had never worn
before—the peace of self-trenunciation and pure .evotion.

Mrs. Edlesleigh was lying ;ust as he had leit her, with
such an agony of suspence marked 1n every hine of her wan
face that he blamed humiself for his detay, short as had really
beeo the nterval in which so momentous a decision had
been made.  She turned her fathing cyes toward him with a
raute questioning, piteous in its entreaty, but she did not

k

ak.

Then he kneit down at her side and pressed tus hps upon
her coid white hand, as he said, in a clear, sweet voice,
*“Be at rest, my dearest mother, with all the rest that ! can
qive you; for I grant your request toats sullest extent. [
renounce now and for ever all other hopes and schemes of
nfe, aad 1 gave myself to you to be the guasdian and fnend
and protector of youar son, my only brother, so long as we
both shall live.”

A flood of joy, like the light of moming breaking oa the
cold grey sky, lit up the face of the dying woman as she
fe ¥t har arms, and cnied out aloud, "Sh Anthony, my
son, may God for ever bless you!”’

CuarTER IX.

For 2a moment there was silence between those two—the
son who ia the pnme of his youth and strength bad surren-
dered all be held most dear to give that death-bed peace,
4n2 the mother whe in the Jast Lout of her mortal exstence
had not scrupled to take frum his yourng Lfe the une pure
bojpc 1hat gave it brightness.

Anthuny rezuained kaceling, with his head buwed apon
the dyang wumac's hand, and she was suugglag with the
emotion which made her falling heart beat su cuntulsively
as almost 10 stu;. her breathing, in order that she mightgive
him soroe last instructions, nuw that his oledcence was se-
wged.  Afte a Ume she gathered op all her remamang
strength, and spoke.

**1 hrost se¢ Ren in yomr presence, Anthony, bat befure
yor call him, T must ask of you a pledge that gun «ill acves
seveal to himn the contents Jf the papar yuo hacesead. I
have been compelled (o reveal to yun the ertuns of my da:-
Yinp hastan?  though it was agoeny to du it - bt it would be
the creellest treachery to him if T ever let that fatrl knéw.
ledge come f0 bis own youaﬁ:m. 1 hare tzugbt Rex on-
cexgizgly to luve and rovere hus fatber’s ciemory, aod by a0
act of mae, Liwing vt dead, shall it ever be darkencd fui bim
with the uniest ow of dishonot.  Give me this promise
also, Anthony, my good deat som, in adéition to that «which
has made my last hoar happy.”

** After what yuu have wan from me already, mothes,” he*
£aid, with a sad smile, *'there can remaia aihing 1 shoald
wish to refuse yon o3 I would have you der fuar a
momenat whether ot is wise 10 exact this pledpe from o 1s
not his danyer likely tv e math greatet afhe acver koows
be basan epemy? Maj ot not betume accessary fuw hus

“own safety that I should warn him of Dacre’s insidious
plans?"

** Not if he has you to guard him ; you knoIv ally and will
stand between him and liis secret fog. " He will be saler ivl’cn
you have the responsibility of his well-belng than he'toild be
acting for himself, with his weak ju(‘lfgment and confiding dis-
pasition ; nor could 1.cver copsent that his young lifs should
be poisoned by the knowledge that a deadly enmigy was for
ever following him unseen, and mysterious perils lurkin
abont s path with which he could net grap;‘)‘lc.
the far stronger motive of sheltering my husband’s memb
from the conlc:rpl, and, it may be, the abhorence of his
son, I still could uot endure to quench all the brightness of
my poar hoy's yoth, and crush hls buoyant unsuspecting
nature by the cruel revelations 1 have been vonstiained tb
muke to you, Let bitn enjoy his light-hearted freedom, his
unclouded hopes, while still the mdiant dreams of youth can
deck his unknown c)l;:stin » with golden light. Not'long will’
cither youth or hope endute for any on this earth; let i
poor Rex smile out his time unsaddened by the clouds whi
we can see afar off gathering together to assail him,”

* So be at, mother, 1 will obey you," sald Anthopy, calm.
ly, feeling that tHis last request did Fut render somewhat

* heavier the burden she had {aid vpon him. Rex was to be

leit free and happy in his thoughbticss youth, while Anthony,
weighted with a terrible secret, was to have no respite nig
nor day fiom slecpless anxiety and unceasing watchfulngsy’
lest evil should ereep unseen into his brothers joyous kifd,
but he was too true, in his gencrous devotion, to shrink from
any condition that would mako his<acrifics more complete,
and he was rewarded by the look of complete rest with which
his mother sunk back and clesed her cyes,

Presently, however, she said, in a faint voice, ‘1 feel
very weak, and my sight is growing dim, let Rez Lome to
me witheyt delay ©

Anthony went quickly to the door, and bade the nurse calt
his berther. '

Shr had not far to'go, for Rex had been waiting in an ad.
jounng roow, impaticut and miserable, and, in spite of him-
selt, jealous of his brother for monopolizing so exclusively
thetr mother’s last hours on earth.

Mrs. Erlesleigh's fatal iliness had breught to her youngest
bom the first pang of real sorrow he had ever known.
Hatherto he had led a carcless, happy life, thinking of no-
thing save his own amusement, and fecling himself so abso-
lutely—as hus mother often playlully called him—the king of
Darksmere, that he appeared 1o expect even the vicissitudes
of human destiny to be subject -to lus will, and that his.whole
existence was to in cloudless sunshine, as his. eaxly years
had passed already. e had scarcely known, perhaps, how
much his mother’s ccaseless devotion'to his happindss hat
really added to it, or how sharp woold be the pain'of finsls
severance from the one person who had drawn out bis affec-
tions, till he fuand himsel{about 10 lose her, wind tiep he re
belled like 2 child aganst the unwonted suffering that had’
come upon hit, and sccretly held himself to-be unjustly
treated in being made to endure it. o -

Rex Eresleigh was habitually swayed by feelings rather
than by principles, for he had a loving, impuisive pature,
without cither strength of chamcter or intellectual power,
and although dutherto, under his mother’s watchful care, 1t
had maticred htile that his actions never sprung from any
decper source than the fancy of the moment, 1t was very cer-
tun that when at last he had to engage in the real battle of
life, it would -depend eatirely on the influsnces that had most
atlmgtcn for lum whether his ampulses would tend to: good
or evi

He came hunying along the towards his mother’s
fouth 50 soon as he was called, with his fair face flashed wath
anger and ympauceace, and .his blue.cyes full of tears.  He
pushed aside the nurse, who had opened the door for lum,
and went quickly up to his mother’s bedsrde, extlaiming;
{:elul:mtly, * 1 think you are very unkind, Anthony,-to hava

cpt tme away from our mmotbersp long,” ... . v .- o

** Ah, not unkind, my uasthng,” sud Mrs. Eglesleigh, turp-
ing her dim eyes upon lum with a passionate fondness in
their gare, winck seemed piteous indeed ia that parting hour;
** he has bern kiader than words can tell. to e, antl.he wil
be to ¥py, too, my Rex; n future he wall takeimy place 1.
canng for you when 1 am gone."” .

*1do not want any one but yor,” ke answered, with x
harst of grief.  ** Why are you taken from me when ¥ need:
ou so much ; 11 1s all vexy bard upoame,and 1 donotknow
ow to bear 1it1” L. . e

The dying woman sighed gxc:\'ﬂy.

** Datdmg, beaven hnows 1 do not leave you willingly. 1
scaice behieved that any power conld tear me from yom but
Death 13 too strong fox e, his-grasp 1s-pn oy keant; Lmust
§u. My Rex, my aog, I shali sce yous angel face no more,

sane «an scc ot now. 1 have calied you to hear my last
words, o cocive my Tast inpumctions,
remember thera, may 1.not, my child 2° .

. Uh yz3, mothes, of there s ani-thmgl can do 10 plesse
ywa suli, I gladiy wiil, teil me only what you wish.”

“ ¥ wish that you should ke )yonr brother Anthoay to be
soa fuend and gmde and counscllor, to wast lum:as yos bavs
trusted e, and {ollow his advace 1 .all respects, a3 if wy
vuice stli spoke to you through his lips ; ke ywill Jove you
truly, Rea—thuugh 3t cannot be with sgch a Yove as § have
gwven yoa—and he will labor wiscly for yoer happlacsy f
anly suu wli et fam walk cvex by your sde through ail
the yeass of life that yet smay want u}xm you. Promise mec,

1 may trust youto

& ke., that yuu wii oo pan from your brother An-
"ﬂ].shmla be ready enough to promise that, desr mothey,

fos 1 shail pe.so somely and w od without yoa § showld
be thankful ipdeed to have him acar me, bt you know 1
cannat huid him here against kus wiil,.ana he means to spead
his Lfe in Afncaa, do yon aat, Antho §27

“Not now,” sud :\nthog. softly,

"' No, Rez,” sad Mo, Edeslagh, “your noble, brother
hnﬁlm op his <heashed scheme for your dear sake, J
coald not dic In peace aatil I had his pledge to stay-shways

yoor side, for yoo will £ind that life-is hardes -and-more
difbealt by far than g;m;ngmc. and soa will surely.necd a
fucau, ict lum be (bat to 5og, m)y Rex, w evory how ay

Had Inot’
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ou live henceforward ; nothing must ever estrange you from
im. Darksmere is not his home by right of birth, but you

must mike'it his Uy nght of your affection, and count his
preseitce in it your clief blessing.  Say that it shall be so,
wmy dearest son,”’ she added, fantly ; and Rexbent down and
kissed her fondiy as he said, ** It shall be as you wish, m
mother, do not fear; Anthony and T will never part.” K
radiant-smile lit up the dying woman’s face, and her hips
movedd, but the-power to speak seemed to have left her, and
the young men, tesrificd, called quickly for the nurse,

*“This is complete cxh:msx!dh(i” exclamed the woman, as
she raised Mis. Erlesteygh’s head.  **She tnay rally from 1t
for & time, 1f she 15 lelt perfectly quict, but I must ask you
gentlewen to quit the room now, and let me do the best [
can for her.”

** Must I go?" said Rex, reluctantly.
a word.”

** Indted you must, sir,” said the nurse. * [ shall give
her restoratives, and fan ber to sleep; but I can dov ~2. ung
while e'on remain here.”

*“T will not speak

“May-we rely on your calling us if there is the slightest
change 2" asked Anthony.

*Most certamly, sir ¢ I shall summon you :nstantly of I
see her at all worse; but pray take your brother from the
roont now,” slie added, as’ Mrs. Erlesleigh moved uncasily
at the sound of Rex’s uncontrolled sobbing; and Anthony
sul bis arm affecuonately round bis brother's shoulders, and

rew him away.

“The rest of that bright autumn day passed very drearily
for both. Anthony himself was wom out by his fatiquing
journey and the long panful conversation with his mo*her
whick had Io!lgwc§ 50 clasely uponit; asd he lay Lack
silent in an arm-chaig, while Kex ‘wandered restessly from
place to place hike an unquiet spirt.

1t was midnight before the summons came, and then the
sharp sound of a beil inging from thewr mother's roown echoed
with hasty peal through the sileat housc, in an instant the
brouthers were both at her bed-sid-, and saw vaith the first

ance at her white marble face that the death-hour had n-

ed come.  She did not seem 10 notice her sons, and Rex
cngd, ;’:ut, passionately, ‘¢ Mother, we are here, Anthony
m I ”

Then a quivering of the eyelids showed that she had heard
him. They had each taken one of her cold hands, and
with 2 great effort she drew them together, tll involuntanly
they clasped cach other's fingers, then she fecbly pressed
their hands thus joined, smiled softly, and straightway ex-

pired. (.70 b¢ cont.nuced.

AN ORIENTAL CITY.

Cairo, the capital of Egypt and of the Arab world, is also
a cosmopolitan capital of Mohammedanism and the East,
second in importance only to Constantinople. It is the
precise counterpart of Pans, London, and New York, the

hitan cities of Chnstendom and the West. Ithasa
thoroughly Onental character, though not so exclusively as
Damascus ; but, hke Constantinople, with a considerable
infusion of European life and cavxfx::uon. The great mass
of 1ts 402,050 inbabjtants are Egyptian Arabs, and Moham-
medans by fath.  The rest are Copts tor Egyptian Chnst-
ians), Turks (who are, of course, all Mohaminedans),
Bedouins {or Arabs of the desert), Jews, Italians, Greeks,
Freach, German, English, and = few Americans.  The last
class occupy high positions in the army orspend the winte
there for health and pleasere.

The test charm of Carro 15 the street-life.
tenscly interesting 10 2 traveller from the West and makes
an indelible impression. It1s 2 moving panorzma of all
nationalities, crecus, Janguages, and costumes, with a strong

reponderance of the Onental and semi-barbarous element.
tis a perpetual carmval, which detes description.  The
boulevards of Pans, London Bndge, and New York Broad-
way cannot compare with it. You may enjoy this unique
spectacle quietly siting on the verandabh of Shepherds
Hotel ; but sull better in the old town, especialty the
Maskee. The strects are aiive with gaundily-dressed ,men
and veiled women, water-carners, peddlers of all kunds of
wares, brayzag donkeys, growhng camels, basking dogs,
horses and cam i josthng apunst each other sn end-
less confusion. In Muskee the crowd is so dense thatit
seeme impossible 10 get throagh, and 1ke nose so Joud that
you cannot hear your own varce. A German called it 2
veritable Aienscandal,  Evwery camiage s preceded by
one or more fleet runners, crying to clear the way. The
men wear the red fez.or tutbans of all colors.  The green
color marks a descendant of the Prophet or 2 pilgnm to
Aecca. Mobammed s banner was green, cnd, hence, to
unfold ** the green banner of the Frophet ~ means to declare
a relynous war againstthe inhdels.  JThe women are veiied
1 white or black or blae, according 0 r3ak, the vail bang
tened to a pa over the nose and ieaving the dark eyes
free to satsfy thewr cunonity. Many of the tower women
carry nzked aties on their shoulders. ot many years ago
1t wozld have been dangerous for a female to appear aavenl-
ed on the street ; now gou see plenty of Europeans in theie
usuald old- fanaticasm of Istam.has been _hopes
lessly unsermuned ander the hiberal regame of the preseat
Khedve, - - . . -

My first excursion was to the Citadel. it affords a come
manding vizw ST the aty, the Valicy of the Nile, the dustant
Pyraouds, the sands aad hills of the desent deyoad.  ltas
oge of the fincst pactuses 1a the world and can never be fors
gotten.  On this t Mohammed Al by a treacherouns

massaore, dest the power of the M. .nclakes (1831),
whose chucfs he had invited 1o 2 military parade.  One only

escaped death by 2 bold leap on horseback over the wall,
Within the Limits of the Cuadet 1s the beantiful alabaster
Mosque of Mohammed Ali, with the tomb of this great but
unscrupalous tyrant, who died in ansanity (1849). It was
completed 12 1857, It 13 certaniy one of the noblent strace
tares of ti.at kind, and, beng new it 13 execplionally cleaa
andelegant.  The Mosque of Saltan Hassan, at the 100t of
the Citzde!, completed 1 1359, 13 called *“the
bt acglected

1t is an.

ples of Islam. Opposite to 1t 1» the unfinished mosque of
the mother of the Khedive.

‘The Moslem architecture grew out of the round form of
the teat, the habitation of the Bedoun, and combines with
it the cupola of the Byzantine churches. ‘The mosques are
covered with carpets or rugs, for knzeling and prostmtion,
dand a pulpit or reading desk; but have 20 seats, no
benches, no altar, no pictures, and betray the mnconoclastic
character of Mohammedan wurshup, which consists ssimply of
prayers and occasional preaching from the Koran, The
Arab music i< montonous and dull.

I'he Koran has no 1dea of an atonement, and, hence, no
room for sacntice, except the commemuration of Ishmael's
tIsaac's) sacntice by Abrabam. Allah s, ndeed, *¢all
merciful” and forgives sins; but arbitrarily and directly,
without satisfaction of s justice. The devotions of the
pious Mohammedan are unpressive and put many Chnstians
to shame. e says hus prayers and gues through lus bow-
mgs and prostrations reguiarly and punctually fise tumes a
day, in the mosque, or athome, or on board aship, or in the
street, or wherever he may be, regardless of his surround-
ings, being alone waith lns God in the mudst of the crowd,
hus face turned toward Meccea, lus hands raised to Heaven,
then laud va the lap, lus kaces beat, lus forchead touching
the ground.  His usual prayer 1s the first Sura of the Y ,mn,
which serves humn the same purpase as the Lord’s Prayer
does the Chnisuan, but bears no cutnpansun to 1t o Leauty
and comprehensiveness.  Sometimes a few other verses are
1 added, ant the minety-mine beautiful names of Allah
| which form the Mohamimnedan rosary. There are three
stated hours of prayer : four minutes after sunset, at night-
fall, at daybireak, ur after sunnse, a hittle after novnday, and
mn the afternoon.  The Pruphet fixed the time of prayer a
} httle af?er sunset and sunanse to avod the appearance of sun
| and star.worship, which he had to contend with in Aralua.
lhe muezin of the musque annuunces the time of prayer
from the munaret by <& 'ng the *“ Adan,” or call to
prayer, in these or simuliar words: *‘ God is most great T
testify that their 1s no daty but God. 1 testify that Mo.
hammed 5 God’s apostle. Cone to prayer! Come to
security ! Prayer is better than sleepung.  God is most
great.  Thereis no deity but God.” Hesides prayer, the
Koran enjoins fasting, almsgiving, and pilgnmage to Mecaa
at lcast once tn 2 man’'s hife, as the chiel excrcises of prety.
The power of the Mchammedan relighon and the secret of
its success lies 1n 1ts intense monothetsm.  Its fundamental
dogma 1s the ever-repeated ** There 1s nu deity Lut Allah,
anﬁ Mohamuned is his apostle,’ (/e aka $48° alla, wa Mu.
kameda reasu I’ Hak).

In cutering a mosque, vou may keep on vour hat, but
must take off your shoes, or cover them with socks or put
on shipp ers, in commemoration of the divine command to
Moses : ** Take the shoes from off thy feet, for the ground
on which thou stundest is holy.” Siippers or sandals of
straw are always provided at the entrance of the mosques,
and must be pad for. There are always haif-a-dozen
claimants for back sheesh.

Woumen are seldom seen in the mosques. The Koran
does not command them to pray, and some Mohammedan
plulosuphers doubt whether women have souls.  Yet they
are nevessary for the sensual bliss of Paradise, where the
humblest bieliever is alluned $0,000 slaves and seventy-two
wites besides those Lic had in this life, if he chooses to keep
them.

Islam is a religion of men, while Chiistianity bas more
followers among women. The one keeps woman in a state
of slavery and ignorance ; the other raises her 1o true
Jdiygnity and equality withiman.  In nothing is the superiasity
of Western or Christian civilization over Mohammedanism
su man.fest as in the position of women and in the home-
j Wle. Polygamy is a imitful sonrce of domestic and social
§ usery. Eiery Mohammedan s allowed to have four wives,
| besules slave concubines, although most of them can only

support one.  Pashas and sultans may keep as many as they
like. Mohammed was compantively temperate, and had
fiftccn regular wives.  Manv of his suceessors have su
Solomon in the extent of their harems.  He despised a
throne and a diadem, and lived on dates and trater, ina
oor cottage, sarrounded by the cotlages of his wives. Tace
Khedive of Egypt has sixty palaces. Mohammed and the
savage sons of the desert, by 2 fanatieal faith, extreme

qucred the fairest portions of the Old World, plundenng,
enslaving, destroying. The Jlohammedans of the present
day have to leve at the mercy of Christian Europe.  They
have shamcfully wasted theii vppustunities and the time of
I reckoning has come.
| One of the most insiructise sights to me was the old
| Moslem Uspiversuty, founded in 957, «n the Musque L}
y Azhar.  Itsthe largotan the worid asd aumbers vrvei 10,000
{ pupis and 320 professon, frum ail Mohammedan nations.
| Many, hawever, attend 1t to escape conscnption to the amy,
t which in Egypt and Tarkey is feared more than death. }l
t 1s the hot-bed of Mohammedan faatusm.  The Koran us
|
|
1
I
]
|
|
i

the only text-bouk fur grammas, vy, and phiwophy, as
well as theology.  The Uaivessity has the appezrance of a
huge Sundag-echool.  The students sit cross-legged on the
£oor, 12 smzll groops, rexding i listening to the instricuion
of the tcacher, There they also cat, and sleep on 2 Llanket
or straw mat.  They support themselves, ur are supported
by ihe alms of the faithful.  The professors rective nu
salary, and are supported by pnvate instruction, copring
{ books, and &.::cnu from nch scholars.  There are co
{ beaches, a0 chan, no beds, no comfons of any kind.  The
amphicity and scif-decmial of this stodent-Lfe s something
marvelous.  Qur theologreal students could not stand it a
| ‘week. Attached to the Mosquess 2 chapel for 500 biind
| scholars, L wisited the Univermty twice, 12 company of Lir.
| Lanung, of Cauro, and Lz, Hoge, of Oncut, who familiarly
{ conversed in Atabic ; but some scholats looked rathey sus-
| picicusly atws.  We had first o get permission from the
1 'K;adqwmn of the pouce, and 1o wait ficariy an hoor Wi
{ 1the formaliuss were gone throsgh,  The head of pohce—

splendd "3 | formerly & Cuaswan sizve—sat there in b dignity and
@ a siats of decay, hkcmany Gther tem; | politely treated o3 to a kituc cup of dark coffee and & agar-

simplicity and teruperance, and the power of the sword con- .

|

ctte, the usual manifestation of Oriental hospitality. tie
wrote his orders not on the table or the divan, but on the
knee, to the many servants who passed in and out.  The
Onentals do everything the wrong way, accurding to vur
Western notions.  They write from the right to the leh;
they cat with the fingers; they keep on the cover of the head
and take off thetr shues in the mosques and in their houses,

In striiking contrast to this Old University is the New
University, (unded by the Khedive and superintended by
Mr. Duor, the minuster of public instruction, a very mtelli-
gent Swiss Ly buth,  He gave me much infermation abuut
the schuols s Egypt and complained of the want of funds.
The New Univensity represents the modem systes: of seculac
education, without religion, and affords instruction n ail
wodera langeages ; wlule i the Old Univensity the Konan
and the Aralic are the exvlusive ubject and organ of teaching.
It numlers, however, only 300 pupils and is Jooked upon
with suspacivn by the genume Moslems.  Time will show
+ duther the new civilizaton is alle to cunyuer the old
fanaticisw,

Near the New Uhniversity is the library of the Khedive,
founded m 1870. It numbers already over 25,000 volumes,
mostly Arab.e, Turkish and French wotks. [t 1s especaally
nch 1n old cupies of the Koran (musaksf), collectad from
the vanous mosques of Caro.  They are of large size, wit-
ten with the greatest skill and care, well bound, and present
the finest specimiens of Arab caligraphy, cqual to tue best
medieval manuscripts of the Hible.  The student of the
KRoran and its commentators will scarcely find a more favu.-
able oppostumty than here.  The obliging librarian, D
Srmu, 15 an excellent Arabac scholar, a pupil of Profesw,,
Fleischer, in Leipsic, and a son of the sweet &cxmnn SInger
the author of *‘ Pualtery and Harp,” A brother of hisis a
theologian and supenintends the Tholuck stipend at Hallee,

No one interested in Egyplian history and antiquities will
fail to visit the Muscum at Bulak, a subutb and harbor of
Cairo, on the right bank of the Nile.  Although of recent
ongin, it has already, by the indefaugable zeal of its foundar
and supenintendent, Muanette Bey, becume one of the nichet
collections of Egyp! au antiquities and can favorably com.
pare with the coll ctions of “Turin, Berlin, the Louvre, ard
the Brnush Mus:zum. [he bwlding is too small, and &
larger one is & course of prepaiate o, un the other side of
the Nide.  Vhe origiual lucalyy of al1 the atticies is kaown,
A French catalogue, prejase-i Ly Marictte Bey, gives a fuli
description. Among the mest titeresting cuntosities are the
wooden statue of a ol afficer, of stihing indawviduahty,
which contrasts favorably with the petrified stiffoess of
Egyptian art.  Biblical scholars will be interested in o
statces of Rameses 1. (the Phamoh of Israel's oppression),
and the head of Ins son, Menephta (the Pharaoh of the
Exodus, who perished in the Red Sea). —PAdlip Schaff, D.D,

WONDERFUL THINGS ABOUT ANTS.

Sir John Lubbock has been known to be devolicg
his attention to ants for the last threc years. He
has eclever assistants in his latle daughter and her
guverness, whu watch  the proceedings in  the am
room during the day and report progress if he has
been absent. Living on 2 farm adjeining that of Charles
Darwin, he has the benefit of consultatu ns with that great
man. Sir John's story is most extravidinary.  He declares
that, though the ape ranks next man in form, the ant ranks
next to him in intellect, and, if the ants should ever be able
to make up by naumbers for their deficiency of size, they
mught be alde 1o copc with man op no unequal tonms.
There are 700 hnuwa species of ants of which there a.e
thirty in this country, and Sir John has hased his researches
on twenty syxcies, which are now sharers of his hospitality.
For alibemal and mor! man, Sir John does not seem to
observe ngud principles with these tiny creatures.  He seis
sume as slaves to others, and oun one accasion g=ve anant-
company of thirty so much to drink that they were reduced
to hopeless intaxication.  On this last occasion the sobe
ants pitched five of the incluiates inty the water and toul
twenty-five into the nest to recover. But of a similar party
of ** stranger-™ (7. ¢., nut belonging to their nest) the séber
ants pitchad twenty-five inlo the uater, ook five into the
nest ; Lut preseotly Lrought four of these out and pitched
them nto the water tvo. The ants know their comrades
after long separation.  Sir Joha sepamted one from his nest
for a year, then brooght him back and with him a “stranger™
of the same species, marking them with paint for recogni-
uon. The aats treated the simnger acfagicusly ; bat el
cumed theur lung-iust bruther and “;J’td the paint off Lia. _
There is alitile yellow ant in England which regolarly misez
poultry. It stores up through the winterthe cggs of aphides,
which, being batched in spring, give them a good supply «
provisiunis.  The Jdifferentiadon of Lt among them is ¢
markalic— sume Ueing develuped iate soldiers, others of the
same nest as labuurers, and others as commissariat agents.
Sir Johu found that two particlar ants were invaniably sen.
out to bring «n food placed at the duui, and when thesc
wese muve + Yy hias two othees wete appainted, who waa.
Just as invanably , and scon, as ofien as the special offiials
were temoved. - The ants keep a more vanous stock of
ammals for Jheur provisions (han Englishmen de, and there
are two Liny wrtawres(an aphis ana & beeile) always fuuad
i thar acsts, and never eaten ot wed  apparently their aat
and theic dug.  Slavery prevails, <nd there is no anti-slavery
socicty. But Sir John ramarked the evil effects of the sys
temn.  The mast determined slavcholder is called ¢ Palyer
gus, a queci mushomes, since the Phated aregture docsn’t
work at all. By employing stave. {which are ¥ery black}
this big red ant has Jost all cleverness all strength, and ever.
his mandibles. He is, 1Ferlz:ps, the only anims! in Natare
that can not feed humsell, bat will dic amid plenty wsaless
Sit John seads in slaves cvery day to cram the food down
his throat. Tt is the great middle class, who hold no slaves,
whodcvelop the marvelicus inld!i;l:cnce and eaterprise dis
olaged by ants.  ARcr the lecture, L asked S Johnifbe hac
Lcard of the Texan 3“:6' said to suw and seap.  Hesaid
he had, and coaid well believe the report, which, howeves,
American observers shoeldSnvestipate. AL D. Cowaxay.
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THE SABBATH SCHOOL SYSTEM.

MR. EDITOR,~-In your issuc of the tyth inst., you
favored your readers with a paper read at a Sabbath
Schnol Conference entitled, *'The Home Sabbath
School.” The writer sets out with statements as to
the duty of the parent and the church to instruct the
young, he bewails the carelessness of parents i this
maztter, and the incompetency of the average Sabbath
School Teacher to do this work for the parent.

He then questions the hopeful results to the well-
being of the rising generation from the present method
of carrying on Sabbath School work, anc closes the
first part of his paper with this compact and very
intelligible paragraph:

“There wre no overmastering masons why the
church should carry on the present colossal Sabbath
School enterprise ; but, on the other hand, there are
evils resulting fromn this system which demand im-
inediate consideration and remedy.”

This resume of the paper is clearly a challenge to
the Sabbath School workers of the Preshyterian Church,
if not of the world. If the writer is fully in eamest,
and decply alive to the so-called dangers of the Sab-
bath School SySTEM, he will be prepared patiently to
Jisten to an exposition of its history, its foundation
facts, and its controlling principles, as hcld by those
who belicve quite the opposite; and with your per-
mission we will in a few letters outline the fruitful
principles and facts that enter into this System.

In our opinion there are in the paper three great
assumptions.

1. That the present Sabbath School System is
INHERENTLY IN ANTAGONIS)M to the best interests of
homelife. This is assumed by almost all who take
exception to the power of Sabbath School operations.
Such persons have their cyes specially open for such
tendencies; it seems as if this was the only cbject of
their search; and of course cvery community and con-
gregation furnish not a few sad examples; but dees tie
cause lie in the nature, and orgamzation of the System,
or does the seat of difficulty exist in an altogcther
differentdirection. This is the question openfor discus-
sion. Anditcanbe sctled, not by an induction of cases
of parental neglect—and that under the better kund of
Sabbath School work—but by a careful and minute
cxamination of the history, the principles, and aims,
and a proper representation of the place the church has
in that work, as contrasted with the parent.

2. That thechurchtravelsbeyond hercommission and
proper work in taking a postion of the Lord’s Day for
the instruction of the prople and thesr children, old
and young, in the School form, and by Catechetical
methods. We regard it as an unfair representation
of the Sabbath School movement that it is only for
children, who should, could, or would be taught at
home during the School Session.

3. That by this undue¢ attention to Sabbath School
work, parents have bezn cnppled in their preparation
and fitness for imparting home instruction. These

assumptions when linked together are imvesistible. |

The System 1s inherently aniagomsuc to the home,
the church has unwisely stepped in to remedy the
evil by the System ; and the sad consequence is that
the parent as such has been unfitted for his vwn
proper work, and thus between crippled and wronged
parents and incompetent Sabbath School! Teachers
the condition of ou: children must necessarily be de-
plorable, and ten years hence these children will be
anything but desirable citizens, or strong gseful
members of churches The prospect is indeed, in
this view, disCuuraging.

The causcs of pareatal neglect we believe lie deeper
than the Sabbath School System,—wiz,n the over
cager anxiety of fathers to make riches  the laxurious
sluth that comes of the fashivn of this world —andn not
afew mnstances from a style of pulpit ministration whose
tendency with the hearers isaway from the unexplored
riches of the word of God. Sentiment, and not sal-
vation, occupics their attention.  With this review of
what we regard as an inadequate representation of the
prescnt siate and tendencies of Sabbath School work,
we go on to our mere immedjate purposc in these

clers, viz .—An cxposition of our Sabbatk School
System.
FIRST FACT.

The Sabbath School work of the present .eutury

had 1ts ongin largely, i not mainly, :in a movement

outside of church organization, It was purely phil-
anthropic in s design, and only contemplated local
results.  The success that followed the endeavours of
Robert Raikes in 1781, was followed up by other men
of like philanthropic spirit.  In 1785 the Socicty for
the Promotion of Sabbath Schools in the British
Dominions, was organized in Lendon, under the leader-
ship of Wilham Fux.  Schools were opened in many
of the more populous centres of England, but they did
not become universal until & higher 1dea than that of
philanthropy took possession of the prowmoters. From
being devoted to secular instruction, it became re-
ligious; from being done by paid teachers, it was done
by voluntary effort, and the Bible became the central
source of instruction. The itincrant life of John
\Wesley gave large opportunity of promoting this
work, and judging from its influences, 1t received his
most hearty co-operation. Under the guidance of
Bishop Asbury the work was inaugurated in Charlgs-
ton, S.C, in 1790. A ycar later the First day, or
Sabbath School Society was formed in Philadelphia,
and officercd by men from all the denominations. The
work has kept steadily on, growing in influence, in
wisdom of methods and machinery, in depth of hfe
and experience, and 1 settled pnnaples of action; it
has become a recognized part gf the church’s life and
work. This movement in modern life will soon enter
on its centenmial, and 1t will not be out of place, to
examine our foundations, the worth of our controling
pnnciples, and how far we are in true harmony with
the being and well-being of society, how far we are
working 1n the hne of duty inculcated by the Master,
and n the genius of His life and munistry.
JoRN McEwan.

THE NEW YEAR.

It comes in darkness as the others came,
Hidin}: its secrets from our longing eyes;
The profit and the loss, the praise and blame,

The disappointment sore, the glad surprise.

) God what will 1t bring us?—us and ours?™
We ask with trembling as we forward gaze;
Shall it be sunshine bringl and fruitful showers,
Or nights of sleepless care and weary days.

We can but wait with patience uill the hour
Unfold the mystic doors and bning the hight;
But blessed be our God, our weal 1s sure,
The Lord is ever uear—our guide and mght.

Let us but hear His voice and we arecalm,
Though temapests rage and darkness shroud our path,
Through the drear gloom shall nise the joyous psalm,
And faith shall thive amid the signs o wratg?:

His love that led us safely through the last
Shall lead us safely through the coming year,
His ngly bounty that supplied the past
Shall fill our hives with good, our hearts with cheer.

He never failed us yet, He never will,
Eternal Truth can neither famnt nor fail;
Whate'er betide us, be it good or ill,
His boundless mercy shall in all prevail.

*“ Glory to God"—we thus begin the year,
**Glory to God " shall be on earth our song,
And when cur Yilgﬁmagc is ended here,
Eternity shall still the strain prolong.
C. TNwES CAMERON

IMPRUVED CONGREGATIONAL SiNGING.

MR. EDITUR,—Your kindness in the acknowiedg-
ment of my letters, your deep and avowed interest in
every point affecting the welfare of our Church, and

{ your readiness to devote a column tc¢ practical hints
on church music, has led me to embrace the oppor-
tunity of expressing thoughts which may be useful to
thosc interested in psalmody. It is gratifying to find
that 50 fmany munisters now-a-days know music well
and scek to further 1its devclopment in their churches,
and that so much is be.ng accomplished in connection
with our Sabbath Schools in the masical education of
the young. Unc teature n Sabbath School singing 1s
that 1n most Sabbath Schools the chuldren sza7sa while
engaged in the service of praise, and if we could in-
duce all ovur Sabbath Schools, and indeed all our
churches to adopt the standing posture in praise, onc
good pont would be ganed, and one formudable ob-
stacle removed out of the way of improvement. It
seems that good taste, the discomfort of singing in a
situng position; the thoughts of reverence and adora-

1on which the service inspires, point to the standing

posture as the one we should assume witen pubdlicly
cngaged in praise whether in the church or in the
Sabbath School. It 15 of the utmost importance that

the best specimens of sacred poetry be selected for
these services. Many weak and efieminate. effusions
are to be found in our Sabbath School Hymn Books,
treating sacred subjects in a manner not conducive to
the cdification of the children, and unworthy of the
Being we seck to adore.  Even in the metrical version
of the Psalms the force and beauty” of vome of the
finest passages is matcri:d}y damaged by being strain-
ed mto English rhyme. The want of hymns bearing
(as directly as possible) on distinct Scripture subjects
is much felt by munisters and Sabbath School superin.
tendents in conducting the devotional exercises in
both Church and Sabbath School services; and al-
though not by any means a matterto be easily recti-
ficd, is very important and deserving of very spt':‘cial
attention in any collections which may be campiled
for our use. The prevaihing tendency to introduce
secular music in our sacred services is a matter'of re-
gret to all who have carefully consideredits degrading
consequences.  ‘That revival hymns set to such tunes
as “Home Sweet Home,” “Robin Adair,” “Tenting
on the Uld Camp Ground,” “ Annie Lisle,” and others,
may have proved serviceable outside the educative
organizations of our Church, we willingly admit; but
that these should be introduced into the praises of our
Sabbath Schools, nay, and ¢ven of our sanctuaries, is
an fnovation which we trust our Church (with all its
hterahty) 1s prepared to resist.  Such melodies, how-
ever good in themselves, carry with them secular asso-
ciations which do not in any way harmonize with the
spint of our Sabbath services. How passing strange
then is it, that many of our people will nse up inarms
at the introduction of a good old * Metrical Chant”
because it seems to flavour of the “ Church ,of Eng-
land,” forgetting that chanting is areturn to the simple
form of ancient Hebrew worship and quietly acquiesce
in the introduction of secularisms which insidiously
seek to sap the vitals of our sacred associations, and
thus Pharisec-hike, “ strain at 2 gnat and swallow a
camel” Truly, “truth is stranger than fiction.” That
we have abundance of good sacred music; and that
the principles and plans for furnishing good sacred
music are still within our grasp without the adoption
of secular melodics, we hope to be able to prove in
future papers. Yoars etc. J McL.

RevisioN o¥ THE AUTHORISED “JERstoN.—The Com-
pany appointed for the revision of the Authorized Version of
the Okl Testament concluded their forty-seventh session
on Friday aftemoon, Nov., 24th, in the ]Yems:xlcm Cham-
ber. ‘The following members attended during the session,
wlnch continued for ten days :—Mrz. Bensly, Dr. Chaner,
M;z. Chenery, Mr. Elliott, Mr. Geden, Dr. Ginsburg, Dr.
Gotch, Archdeacon larrison, Dr. Kay, Professor Leathes,
M:z. Lumby, Canon Perowne, Professor Robertson Smith,
and Mr. Aldis Wright (Secretary), fourteen in  all
Communications were received from Dy, Lindsay Alex-
andes, Dr. Douglas, and Dr. Field, who were ~unable
to be psesent.  The Revision was continued fiom 1 Chron.
cles xx. 1 to 2 Chronicles xx. 33.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

ToroxTo.—Knox Church, Toronto, on 3rd January.

Linpsav.—At Woodville, on 26th of Febroary.

BARRIE—At Barmrie, tst Tucsday of Febpuary, . -

STRATFORD. — In Knox Church, Stratford, on 29tk jan-
vary, at 10 a.m. : .

;{mcsfox.-—ln St. Andrew’s Hall, Kingston, on Tues-
day, Sth Jan., 1878, at 3 pm.

OTTAWA.— In St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, oa Tues-
day, sth February, at 3 p.m.

f‘znnnonovcn.-ln the Mill Street Church, Port Hopo,
in the third Tuesday of Janaary, at 1.30 p.m.

PaR1S.—Presbytery of Paris meets in River Street Church,
Parie, on first Tuesday of February, 3878, at 11 a.m.

LoxDON.~Next regular meeting in 1t Pres
Church, London, on tge last Tuesday in March, -

erian
78 at

= pm.

gcm.m.-—-ln Knox Church, Acton West, on Japuary
8th, 1878

GLENGARRY — At Alexandris, un Tuesday, January 8th,
at 17 a.m.

Rirths, Dlavriages and Deaths.

‘ MARRIED: *

At the residence of the bride's fafher, on the 25th Dec,,

¢ the Rev. D, B. Cameron, Acton, John Ruddick of

‘ecumsath, to Sarah Mariz, eldest acghter of Benjamin
Andegson, Esq., Esquésing. N

December 31st., at the sesidence 6f the bride’s fithes, Zo1
Sherboumne St., by the Reve A, M.~ McClefland, B.A.,
brother of the bridc, assisted by the Rev, Dt Robd, James
W. O'Ham to Lizde, eldest daugliter of Alexander Mec-
Ciiland, Esq. , L

Oz Wednesday, 26th ult., at the residence of the Pride's
fatber, by vae Rev. John Medlpine,: assisted by, the, Rev.
Principal Caven, D.D., John i:an uvoa,.,Ho%:bn, LA,
Head M s1es of High Schoo),. S8, L:(ﬁ;yfs, .to_Bella, cldest
danghter of John Sanderson, Esq., all of St. Mary's,
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SABBATH S6H00L FEACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON 1I1.

T3} as4 parraFUL 70 HIS Gop, {2 Chron.xiv.
1878. 1~11.
GoLpen TexT :—“LORD, it is nothing with thee
to help, whether with many, or with them that have
no power.”—Verse 17,

HOME STUDIES.

M. z Chron, xiii. 1-12.....Abijah succeeds Rehoboam.
T. 2 Chron, xiij. 13-22, . His victories over Israel,
% Ps. cxv. 1-{8 ........ Folly of idolatry.
+2 Chron. xiv, 1-11..,Asa faithful to his God.
F. Ps. iii, 1-8..........The Lord a Shield.
. Ps.xx. 19....... ... Trust in the Lord.
8. Jer. x. 6-13......%..God’s name mighty.

HELPS TO STUDY.

Rehoboam died after a reign of seventeen years, and his
son Abijah reigned in his stead. He was a warlike king,
brave in action, but imperfect in service. He proposed to
himself to re-establish his dominion over the ten tribes ; and,
backed by a 3ni1ita?' force of 400,000 chosen men, he marched
into the‘don.nniono Jeroboam, and stationed himself on Mount
Zemaraim, in the mountainous region of Ephraim. Here he
was met by Jeroboam, who could muster léoo,ooo warriors.
Abijah, after the frequent manner of the East, made a
haughty hal:angue to Jeroboam and his army. But, while
he was talking, the wily Jeroboain was acting, and flanked
Abijah’s army with an ambush from behind. 1he Judahites
raised a cry of dismay and a prayer to God; the priests
sounded their silver trumpets ; and with a shout the army of
Judah rushed upon Israel, and utterly defeated them. It is
said that they slew 500,000 men. After Abijah’s short reign
of three years, Asa, his son, reigned in his stead. His
name means ‘‘ physician,” singularly appropriate to one who
was the healer of his country’s ills. ~ Qur lesson brings Asa
before us as an example of

I, THOROUGH REFORM: verses 1-5. He did that which
was good and right in the eyes of the Lord : Deut. vi.
18; Jamesi. 22; Ps. xxv. 12.

To realize the Divine Presence continually with us is the
best safeguard. ‘“He who sees upon himself God’s eyes
will not stray far from God’s ways.’ )

He took away the altars of the strange gods : Deut.
vii. §; Ezek. xiv, 6; Acts xiv. 15. Ever since Solomon’s
decline idolatry had flourished. Asa strikes at the root of
the evil, by destroying everywhere its outward symbols and
instruments, (Note 1,) He removes temptations out of the
way of the people. This is still the duty of rulers, for in-
stance, in regard to the evil of strong drink. "

Commanded Judah to seek the Lord: Isa. viii, 19;
Amos v. 6; Jer. xxix. 13. It is not enough to remove temp-
tation ; instruction in the way of righteousness must be given.

The goal of all true leading is God. No human guide can
be followed wholly. Asa sinned in his old age, but his peo~
ple were safe if they obeyed his command “‘to seek the Lord.”

The kingdom was quiet before him, there was neither
invasion from abroad nor strife at home. Here wasa grand
opportunity, and the king improves it and sets us an example
of

II. EARNEST WoORK : verses 6-8. “He urges upon the
people their opportunity, The land had rest. The land
is yet before us. The way to avoid danger is to make pre-
paration for it. ~ *“ Walk while ye have the light :” John ix.
4 ; xii. 35. He recognizes God’s hand in their opportunity.
1t was the Lord who had given him rest on every side.
Israel, on the north, was too closely absorbed in civil strife
to trouble others; EgyPt was as yet restrained. But the
king further traces God’s gift to the people’s penitent return
from their idols. Because we have sought the Lord.
Godliness is the only fountain of national peace and pros-
perity. God does acknowledge and bless the people that
seek Him.

Therefore, let us build.—Industry and religion go hand
in hand. Faith stimulates to activity. So fenced cities
were built, and the army organized and equipped. Judah
furnishes the spearmen, and Benjamin the archers. God’s
warfare requires the varied weapons and abilities of every
Christian soldier.

Asa’s preparations were not made any too soon, Not
only the strength of his cities and valour of his army, but his
faith is now put to the test.

1II. FAITH AND PRAYER: verses 9-IL. .

Another Egyptian invasion threatens the land. King
Shishak had entered Jerusalem in triumph, and carried away
the treasures of Solomon’s temple. Then he had returned
to Egypt, and caused his expedition to be commemorated
upon the walls of the great temple at Karnak, little thinking
with what eager interest that inscription would be deciphered
2,800 years afterward, as illustrating the truth of the sacred
books of the nation he had despoiled ! No wonder his
successor {as is supposed), (Note 2) Zerah, the Ethiopian,
was fired with emulation, and resolved to see what e could
get out of so rich a city as the capital of Judah. .

But the result was very different. Zerah and his army
“ were destroyed before the Lord, and before His host,” and
the people they thought to plunder enriched themselves with
the spoil. .

Asl;owent out,—Although his army was greatly inferior
to the foe he did not hesitate. e had One with him who
was greater than all that were against him. Having done
his best, he cried unto the Lord : Ps. xviii. 6; xxxiv. 6.
Nothing with Thee.—Great and small are both alike.

In Thy name: Ps. xx. 7. .

{5 Against Thee,—Whata bold plea thisis. It assumes
that the Lord’s cause and theirs were so much identified, His
honor so much involved in theirs in this matter, that man’s
triumph over them would be triumph over Him. If this

notion rested not on strong foundations, it were egregious
presumption ; but, 1f it were well founded, it was faith.

Asa’s victory was the victory of l{azllz. I John v, 4. The
praﬁtical question, therefore, is How may we acquire this
faith ?

But is this a practical question? Does it concern us and
our Sabbath scholars? To show them that it does is one
chief task before the teacher in this lesson. Now evety one
of them has most real enemies. First, There are the temp-
ters to evil, whether it be bad companions, or the corrupt
tendencies of their own hearts—in either case directed by
the great enemy of souls, Secondly, There are the influ-
ences that hinder any disposition in them to do right, any
persistence in good resolutions and holy plans, the forma-
tion of any good habits. A lad whose heart is to some
extent touched by religion may resist many temptations to
actual sin, and yet he may yield to the less obvious tempta-
tion to timidity or weariness or discontent in the active ser-
vice of God. These are our Shishaks and our Zerahs : how
shall we meet them?

Let us meet them as Asa met Zerah,

1. He did not underrate his enemy’s strength, or overrate
his own. The whole tone of his prayer in v. 11 implies that
he felt as Jehoshaphat did afterward before the Moabites
and Ammonites, *“ We have no might against this great
company that cometh against us,” (Chap. xx. 12.)

2. Yet he had no intention of submitting. He meant to
Jfight. He ‘‘went out against him and set the battle in
array.” How few of us do that! How ready we are to
yield to temptation, and then excuse ourselves because the
adversary was so strong, without Zestimg his strength by
striking a single blow !

3. And tken, not in lazy despondency, but in cheerful
courage, he laid it all before God. It is, indeed, a beautiful
combination of prayer and effort, of resolve and trust, that
we have in the eleventh verse. ‘ We rest on thee”—and,
therefore, sit still? Nay, but ‘‘in thy name we go against
this multitude.”

That is true faith, Once more, how can we get it?
Does not the very fact that Asa had it, and Rehoboam had
it not, suggest the answer? 72 comes of a perfect heart, Not
a sinless heart, but a sincere heart; a heart really set upon
serving God, notwithstanding all weakness and all besetting
sin. Paul could say, ‘“Whose I am, and whom I
serve:” and because he could say that truthfully, he could
trust God even in the sinking ship.

The wavering, uncertain, halKhearted Christian has no
real sense of God’s love, therefore no faith in His presence
and help, therefore no strength against spiritual foes. But
enlist under Christ’s banner, put on'the whole armor of
God, take the shield of faith, and then we shall be able to
withstand in the evil day, and, hdving done all, to stand.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES,

How many of you would like to have me read one thing
from the Bible about Asa? (V. 2.) ‘‘Asa did that which
was goaod and right in the sight of the Lord.” Would
you like to know just what good things Asa did? I will
help you to know. Some of Asa’s people worshipped idols
instead of the true God. What do you think Asa did?
““Made them stop.” (Teacher reads v. 3 and 4.) Now
who can tell me what King Asa did that was good and right
in the sight of the Lord?

Let us. go back and think about King Rehoboam a mo-
ment. Did he command the people to obey God’s law?
Did he obey it himself? When King Shishak with his
mighty host came up to fight against Rehoboam, what did
God say? *‘Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also
left you in the hand of Shishak.” Then came a king and
his mighty host to fight against Asa; would God say to Asa,
I have left you in hishand? Why net?

When King Asa saw the great army gathering to fight
him, he began to pray to God: Help us O Lord, our God,
for we rest on Thee, and in Thy name, we go against this
great multitude. When the battle came, what do you think
God did? Helped them. Yes. God made King Asa and
his men very strong and they won the victory. The enemy
ran while Asa and his soldiers chased them, and they threw
away their clothes, and food and treasures. Asa and his
men picked up these and took them for their own, and took
their sheep and cattle also. Why was Asa victorious? Why
was Rehoboam defeated? What did obedience to God
bring to Asa? God’s help.

If you had to fight a great giant, what would you do?
Pray to God to help me. Welll there are giants, many of
them for you to fight; the giant Illtemper is one. 1If he
conquers you, he will twist your face into hateful wrinkles,
and twist all you do into hateful ways.

There is the giant Selfishness;; if he conquers you, he will
make you love yourself better than anybody else. Yes,
even better than you love God.

There is the giant Intemperance, if you let him conquer
you, he will make drunkards of you and take away all
your happiness on earth and in heaven. There are other
giants, ‘‘ ten thousand ” of them, that I might tell you about
who will surely come up to fight against you. I'am pretty
sure some of them will come to-morrow if not to-day. They
will try in every way they can to make you love the evil and
hate the good. Do you not know who is their King?
Satan. What will you do to get the victory over Satan and
his host? Let us repeat together Asa’s prayer: “ Help us,
O Lord God, for we rest in Thee, and in Thy name
we go against this multitude.”

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

1. There is an apparent contradiction between the state-
ment in this verse and that in chap. xv. 16, where we are
told that ““the high places were not removed.” But it is
obviated when we observe that the high places he removed
were those in which idols had been worshipped, whereas
those consecrated to the Lord himself were suffered to re-
main. The historian obviously notes this as a.sh{)rtcogning
to be deplored, yet not as a wilful or doom-bringing sin, —

tto. . :
K’vaes is literally Ashtaroth, which were the vile

symbols of the basest idolatry.

Zerah was probably Usarken I1I., fourth king of the 22nd
dynasty of Egypt, who began to reign about the same time
as Asa.  Usarken may have been by birth an Ethiopian, for
he was the son-in-law, ot the son, of the preceding mon-
arch, and reigned in right of his wife,

Zephathah at Mareshah., Mareshah means ‘“place at
the head or top,” and Zephathah, ‘‘ vale of the watch tower.”
A deep valley near the site of Mareshah, running down to
Beit Jibrin (Eleutheropolis), and thence into the plain of
Philistia, Mareshah is a city in the low country of Judah,
twenty-five miles south-west of Jerusalem.,

WHERE IS OUR CHARITY?

Is 'it not most lamentably clear that LOVE is the most
wanting of all the Christian graces, where we should have
expected to see it enthroned in majesty and ruling in power
—1 mean in the Christian Church? What do we see in
Christendom ? A vast complication of ecclesiastical ma-
chinery, churche; establishe£ and churches unestablished;
a vast accumulation of doctrines to be believed, duties to be
perfo'rmed, and rites to be observed ; a vast array of Biblical
leafnlng and criticism, in which every word is examined,
weighed, and defined. We have creeds, confessions, litur-
gies, prayer-books, catechisms, and forms of faith and dis-
cipline. We have bishops, priests, pastors, and teachers.
We lgave councils, convocations, synods, conferenccs, as.
semblies, and other ecclesiastical bodies, without nui..!er,
W¢ have commentaries, reviews, magazines, religious ncws-
papers, and journals of all kinds, and thousands upon thou-
sands of religious books, from the four-page tract to the
quarto volume, We have cathedrals, churches, and schools
—in short, a wondrous and complicated mass of mcans, in-
strumentalities, and agencies—but WHERE 1s our CHAR.
ITY, without which all these things are but as sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal? Where is that love which is
more excellent in the sight of God, not only than all our
natural endowments, but than all our spiritual gifts? Where
is that love which suffereth long, and is kind even to those
who are unkind to us, which seeketh not her own, which
thinketh no evil, but rejoiceth in the truth—that love which
believeth all things to the credit of others, and which cov-
ereth, with its mantle, all things that are faulty—that love
which hopeth where there is no evidence to convict, and
which, for the sake of others, cheerfully endureth all things
in the way of labour, sacrifice, and self-denial ?

“TO-DAY IF YE WILL BUT HEAR HIS VOICL.”

How simple and how mighty an argument is here to per-
suade you to turn to God #4és day. This day we hold out to
you all the benefits to be found in Christ—forgiverness through
his blood—acceptance through his righteousness—sanctificas
tion by his Spirit. Reject them, and you add not only an-
other act of sin to the burden of your guilt, but you add
another hardening crust to your impenetrable heart, 7/s
day refuse Christ, and by all human- calculation, you will
more’surely refuse him 2k next day ; so that, without at all
meaning to question the sovereignty of the Spirit of God,
who worketh whensoever and on whomsoever it pleaseth
him, the only conclusion that any reasonable man has a right
to come to, is, that this day, of all days between this and
Ju(lglne{xt, is the best and likeliest for your conversion ; and
your dying day—that sad season of tossings and heavings,
before the spirit is torn from its earthly tenement—is, in all
human calculation, the worst day of your life for turning
unto God. When the minister of Christ pulls aside the
curtains of your bed, to speak the word of Jesus Christ, the
ear that for a whole lifetime has heard the glad message of
salvation all unmoved, will, in that hour, hear as if it did
not hear: The heart that has so long turned aside the edge
of the Word of Life, will then be like the nether mill-stone.
‘ Zo-day, then, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.” —McCheyne.

DIVINE TEACHING.

Bishop Jewell, in his defence of his Apol well ob-
serves :—‘‘As the Scriptures were writtenpbyogg;,e Spirit of
God, so must they be expounded by the same 3 for withoyt
the Spm} we have neither ears to hear, nor eyes to see. ?l
is the Spirit that opens, and no man shuts ; the same shuts,
and no man opens. The same Spirit prepared and opencd
the heart of Lydia, that she should give ear to and consicer
the things that were spoken by Paul. In respect of the
g%glf,,‘(hc Prophet Isaiah says, * They shall be all taught of

EVERY thing in the last few years has shown us, that a
deeger. tone of divine truth in all who profess to h:ﬂd that
truth, is needed to meet the growing corruption of religion,
and the infidelity and lawlessness which casts off all religion.
God’s own light, as given us in His ‘Word, must be more and
more our guide through the darkness and conflicts of these
days. We are assured also, that ** when the enemy shall
come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard againt him.” "We may expect, therefore, frosh
truth to shine out from the Sacred Volume. The word of | Vos
phecy in general, and especially the hope of the Lord’s ¢ »m-
Ing, 1s as a ‘‘light shining ina darkplace.”—Rev. E. /74
ersteth. )

THYSELF FIRST.—Let us all adopt the sensible conch: * 1
of Dr. Taylor's little girl.  We give it as related in 2, ;-
Herald, Dr. Taylor relates that .aftcr preaching on the t: N
“‘He brought him to Jesus,” his little daughter said she 1i]. -d
it. “Ans who do you propose to bring to Christ,” co -
tinued the father. *I think T will bring myself first,” w..;
the reply. Go thou and do likewise, Bring yourself.’ The
Lord will not refuse other offerings, but no other will be
complete without yourself.  Religion is a personal consecra-
tion, and all egclent W0r§< has its root in a deep personal
experience. Give yoursclves to the i
5 ogewhatmou to 40 and hew o e iIt,-ord, and He will show
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“THAT'S THEE, JEM!"

A TRUK AND TOUCHING STORY.

WAS some few years ago sojourning at

a very beautiful and much frequented
English watering-place. 1 met with an carn-
est Christian tradesman of the town, whose
labors in the causc of religion arc many and
great. Although his occupation was not in
sclling books, yet he had, in a prominent
place in his shop window, an assortment of
Bibles, with an illuminated card containing
this announcement: “Luther’s Sword sold
here!” With one of these “swords” that
Christian soldier, whom I shall here call by
the name of Mr. Carr, fought and won the
following battle:

A band or “troupe” of young men with
hands and faces blackened, and dressed in
very grotesque costumes, arranged themselves
before this gentleman’s door one day for an
exhibition of their peculiar “performances.”
Thesc people used to be called “ Ethiopian
Screnaders.”  After they had sung some
comic and some plaintive melodies, with their
own peculiar accompaniments of gestures
and grimaccs, onc of the party, a tall and in-
teresting young man, who had the “look” of
one who was beneath his proper station, step-
ped up to the door, tamborine in hand, to ask
for a few “dropping pennies” of the people.
My, Carr, taking one of the Bibles out of his
window, addressed the youth :

“See here, young man,” he said, “I will
give you a shilling and this book besides, if
you will read a portion of it among your
comrades there, and in the hearing of the
bystanders.”

“Here's a shilling for an ecasy job!" he
chuckled out to his mates, “I'm going to give
you a public reading !”

Mr. Carr opencd at the fifteenth chapter of
St. Luke’s Gospel, and pointing to the cleventh
verse, requested the young man to commence
reading at that verse.

“Now Jem, spcak up!” said one of the
party, “and carn your shilling like a man!”

And Jem took the Book and read, “And he
said, a certain man had two sons; and the
younger of them said to his father, Father,
give me the portion of guods that falleth
to me. And he divided unto them his
living.”

There was something in the voice of the
reader, as well as in the strangeness of the
circumstances, that lulled all to silence ; while
an air of scriousness took possession of the
youth, and still further commanded the rapt
attention of the crowd.

Heread on: “And not many days after, the
younger son gathered all together, and took
his journcy into a far country, and there
wasted his substance with riotous living.”

“That's tie, Jem!” ejaculated one of his
comrades, “it's just like what you told mc of
yourself and your father!”

The reader continued: “And when he had
pent all, there arose a mighty famine in that
land, and he began to be in want.”

“¥hy, that's fice again, Jem!” said the
voice. “Go on!”

“And he went and joined himsclf to a citizen
of that country, and he sent him into his
ficlds to feed swine. And he would fain have

.

——

filled his belly with husks that the swine
did eat, and no man gave unto him.”

“That’s like us alll” said the voice, once
more interrupting; “we're all deggars, and
might be better than we are! Goon; let's
hear what came of it.”

And the young man read on, and as he
read his voice trembled : “And when he came
to himself, he said, ITow many hired servants
of my father's have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise
and go to my father.”

At this point he fairly broke down, and
could read no more.  All were impressed and
moved. The whole reality of the past rose
up to view, and in the clear story of the
Gospel a ray of hope dawned upon him for
his future. His father—his father's house—
and his mother's too; and the plenty and the
love ever bestowed upon him there; and the
hired servants, all having enough, and then
Aimself his father’s son, and his present state,
his companionships, his habits, his sins, his
poverty, his outcast condition, his absurdly
questionable mode of living—all  thesc came
climbing like an invading force of thoughts
and reflections into the citadel of his mind,
and fairly overcame him.

That day-—that scene—proved the turning-
point of that young prodigal's life. He
sought the advice of the Christian friend who
had thus providentially interposed for his de-
liverance. Commmunications were made to his
parents, which resulted in a long-lost and
dearly-beloved child returning to the familiar
earthly home; and still better, in his return
to his Heavenly Father! He found,as I trust
my readers will, how true are the promises of
the parable of the “Prodigal Son,” both for
time and for eternity.

¢ Ycs, there 1s one who will not chide nor scoff,

But beckons us to homesof heavenly bliss :
Beholds the prodigal a great way off,

And flies to meet him with a father's kiss.”

Robert Magrire, M. A., in Britisk Workmarn.

WORDS TO BOYS.

THINK I would ask permission, if Ihad
happened to be born in a city, to have the
opportunity of passing all my vacations in
the country, that I might lcarn the names of
trees and flowers and birds. Ve are as a
people, sadly ignorant of all accurate rural
knowledge. We gucess at many country
things, but we are certazn of very few.

It is inexcusable in « grown-up person, like
my amiable neighbour Simpkins, who lives
from May to November on a farm of sixty
acres in a beautiful wooded country, not to
know a maple from a beech, or a bobolink
from a cat-bird. He once handed me a bunch
of pansies and called them violets, and on
another occasion he mistook sweet peas for
geraniums.

“ What right has 2 human bcing, while the
air 1s full of bird-music, to be whoily ignorant
of the performer’s name? When we go to
the opcra we arc fully posted up with regard
to alt the principal singers, and why should we
know nothing of the owners of voices that
far trascend the vocal powers of Jenny Lind
and Christine Nilsson?

A boy ought also to be at home in a barn,
and learn how to harncss a horse, tinker up a

waggon, fced the ammmals, and cu a hundred
| uscful things, the expenence of which may be
1 of special service to himin after-life as an ex-

ploren or aitraveller, when unleoked+for ¢mer-
gencies befall him. I have seen an Ex-Presi-
dent of the United States, when an old man,
descend from his carriage and rearrange
buckles and straps about his horses when an
accident occured, while the clumsy coachiman
stood by in a kind of hopeless inactivity, not
knowing the best thing to bedone. The Ex-
President told me he had learned about such
matters on a farm in his boyhood, and so he
was never at a loss for remedics on the road
when his carriage broke down. .

I would kecp “better hours,” if I werea boy
again; that is, I would go to bed earlier than
most boys do. Nothing gives more mental
andbodily vigorthan sound rest when properly
applied. Sleep is our great replenisher, and
if we neglect to talke it regularly in childhood,
all the worse for us when we growup, Ifwe
go to bed carly, we ripen; if we sit up late,
we decay, and sooner or later we contract a
disease called #nsomnia, allowing it to be per-
manently fixed upon us, and then we begin to
decay, evenin youth. Late hours are shadows
from the grave.

If Iwere a boy again I would practisc
perseverancs oftener, and never give a thing up
because it was hard or inconvenient to do it.
If we want light, we must conquer darkness.
‘When I think of mathematics I blush at the
recollection of how often I “caved in” years
ago. There is no trait more valuable than a
determination to persevere when the right
thing is to be accomplished. We are all in-
clined to give up too easily in trying or un-
pleasant situations, and the point I would
establish with myself, if the choice were again
within my grasp, would never be to relinquish
my hold on a possible success if mortal
strength or brains in my case were adequate
totheoccasion. That was a capital lessonwhich
Professor Faraday taught one of his students
in the lecture-room after some chemical ex-
periments. The lights had been put out in
the hall, and by accident some small article
dropped on the floor from the Professor's
hand. The Professor lingered behind, en-
deavoring to pick it up, “Never mind,” said
the student, “it is of no consequence to-night,
sir, whether we find it or no.” “That is true,”
replied the Professor; “but it is of grave con-
sequence to me as a principle, that I am not
foiled in my determination to find it.", Per-
severance can sometimes equal genius in its
results.  “There are only two creatures,” says
the Eastern proverb, “who’can surmount the
pyramids-—the eagle and the snail !"—Ficld's’

Underbrush.

BOYS AND TOBACCO.

HYSICIANS are well agreed that the

use of tobacco by growing boys is full of
danger. Recent investigations—especially in
France—have demonstrated that a whole train
of nervous deseases are to be traced to this
practice. If you want to stop growing, if
you want to have a set of nerves that are like
those of an invalid old lady, if you wish to
grow feeble and thin, if you wish te look
sallow and puny—I_do not know any bettcr
way than to smoke tobacco. It will make a
drain on your ncrvous system which will be
surc to tell afterawhile. Let us hope that
if a thousand boys read this, some of them
will be saved from forming a filthy habit
which most men regret.

e T L e ool T 72
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Y [ 1 50 esi . e e e e s o at Centennial sur-
Oélé[ A‘?TO OCEAN, Rev. Geo. M. Grant’s, TRA&ELS IN SOUTH AMERICA. By d all other States. MMANSAS PACIFIC
Sniford  Fleming’s Expedition through Paul Marcoy. From the Pacific Ocean to W. CO. offers largest body of lands in
UELPH Cawa in 1872. With sixty illustrations. the Atlantic Ocean. [Illustrated by s25 en- ILANSAS at lowest prices and best terms.
Canada in 17 Wb sixy IO 4 go | gravingson wood, and o maps fom v | R Y ARG AR PACKEIC ROME:
- e author. N yal 4to,
SEWING For a Club of Feur Names. ::l;gtsh lg?h, gilt edges, bevelled boards - 3 .12 50 ?TEA ,? address, Land
- BONE NAPKIN R.INGS one doz - - 2 00 For a Clab ot Twenty-seven Names. X, P. R, Salina, Kansas.
MUSIC FOLIO, spring lock, with flaps - 2 00 .
Iachine Qompany | s W, L2 | e .
LADY’S WORK BOX, eight inches - - 200 triple-plate, chaste design -~ = - - - - 13 50 D D Y
l ORIGIN OF T}gFé }VORL% A\ti;:orﬁi]ng For a Club of Twenty-eight Names. 1 ENEELY & COMPAN ’
to Revelation and Science. ~ By J. V. Jaws GALLERY CLOCK, (smaller), gilt, eight
S IS o o | ORIt (T S S8, | BELL FOUNDERS, WEST TROY, N.Y.
THEPSTUDENTS ATLAS. Aannsiscing of ’;'" 'S:;Bz;‘;'g;}’ v:;;;z& o Fitty yeurs established. Crurcu Brirs and
thirty-two Modern and six cient maps, SABBATH R Himes, AcapEMY, FacTory B . d
mc‘mx}:ted on guards, with a copious index. 100 COpies, one year = = - - - - = = = 15 oo | Patent Mountings.  Catalogues Et-l;.::’ e"ﬁ", I;:g;z:':.
TS‘S).LCI(‘:’;{EéT-w'-th .eig-ht -art‘icl;s U : 22 Feor a Club of Ferty Names.
1 - . - L
ALLERY CLOCK, large gilt, eight days, .
For uﬂ%l;b of Five Names. - Gwmnd LOLS, Bilt, ght ¢ ﬂ?” 20 00 MENEELY & KIMBERLY,
HAND SATC St Tt S For a Clab of Forty-four Names, .
) de, ch
Iﬁig‘ég ﬁﬁ%ﬁxﬁ“i’?’ Ggflomn?k:zeﬁ oice 2% | A WALTHAM SILVER WATCH, war- BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N.Y,
S, INK STAND AND FLOWER VASE, ranted a good time-keeper - - - = - - 32 00 | Manufacture a superior quality of Bells Specia
THE OSBORNE SEWING MACHINES having combined - = = - - sm 2 50 For a Club of Fifty Names. attention given go‘guugcﬂ BRLLS.
, been awarded %}’C‘;{Ep‘;‘ igg}x{l}«‘(ﬁ:, electro-silver, pearl handle 2 29 C%Q,MBEIES' Egcvsﬁmng, Elnglisg Tilustrated Catalogus sent free.
. . RK, ; ition, ten vols., wil coloure :
Medals, Diplomas, and Certificates | THE, CATACOMBS OF ROME, and ther maps and engravings. Royal 8vo. cloth - 5 oo
) 4 teszmoxﬁvﬁrel‘:’uvl; triv i:hrow, A Cloth. 2 s0 Fer a Clnb of Sixty Names.
from the Judges at the o PEAST JOURNALS 'OF Dr. LIY: A SINGER SEWING MACHINE - - 30w
NGSTONE IN CENTRAL ) For a Clab of Eighty Names.
CENTENNIAL AT PHILADELPHIA, | E00%6 e s doth, Conimued b2 | COMMUNION SERVICE Fiwe piscer: | (oG Bohemli s <SRl B
may be taken as confirmatory of the ’;ﬁd"g"g‘; of Eggmt;‘l’;:iie&s from his faithful servants g:ioi}i};:‘lrespai:&c‘; :c‘:ﬁoﬂfl‘v:r“. d:;'gn' in 1amerer Manufacturing Co., ’
fudwes at Canadian Exhibitions, where the Osborne | - (~ 0 50 Susi. By Horace Waller, © DI e and e extra ‘
first position. £ Twywell, Northampton. article, specia Ly &€ 0 guaranteed to N ;
B S s | § RO Rt e, | e T I 0| pggyenTn pEs, Ropup.
the finest or heaviest goods. . : ill at once be forwarded.  Canvassers must not forget 8
Agents wanted whe;‘e pone have bee}:l:ppomted‘ h: liAmxg.fmay chs:?);; (:Eea;;;:li?g; 22?193\‘( l;x:?::sw;lrmd] on our books wiLl not bf allowed on lauhoﬁig mxﬁwfw;?l:a:'m
SBO “that the uniform pri o as list is completed, iled sta f all_sul ings, hurches,
WILKIE & O y the order. So soon as et 18, SOR Or B fer-up of Club is entitled will be

lp'l:, Canada. | and that the money must acCOm

Manufacturers, Guel ot 2 e as, and then “he premivm to

scribers sent in should 1 e e sihbes distinct be
. Be sure and write names piain Y, f° ro
TO $20 per day at home Samples | forwarded free of e XpEasH COMMISSIONS AL owvi:nc. e Rﬁp}ﬁs‘:%‘ e
$5 Portland, M §5 froe.  STIMEON Ne. § JORDAN STREET, TORONTO LACKETT 3
& Co., Por aine. o
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M. MCMASTER, Jr,,
2006 Yonge Street, 208

is now in receipt of a very full and complete stock of

Autumn and Winter Dry Goods !

and invites inspection of the following lines:
Matallasse Cloth and Seal Mantles and
Jackets from 75ets. up.

DRESS GOODS!

in all the new materials and colorings from sc. up.

GLOVES, HOSIERY, LACES, TIES, CORSETS,
(including Tuttel’s Celebrated Patent Extension Cor-
set,) and an endless variety of WOOL GOODS.

Just received, another lot of those celebrated two
button KID GLOVES at 4oc., the best value in the
city. An immense stock of BLANKETS, FLAN-
NELS, QUILTS, SHEETINGS, TABLE LINEN,
NAPKINS, and every .description of house furnish-

ing'goods at popular prices,
ﬁearly call is soh}:'i(ed.

Wu. MCMASTER, Jr.
HIRTS,
HIRTS,
HIRTS,
HIRTS.

AT WHITE'S,

65 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO.

Send for printed instructions.

A NNOUNCEMENT
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS.

During 1878, **The Sunday School Times” will
contain, week by week, Critical Notes on the Old
Testament Lessons, by Prof. C. H. To¥(: on the
New Testament Lessons, by Prof. A, C. Kendrick.
Meditations on the Lessons, by Prof. Austin Phelps.
Illustrative Applications by H. Clay Trumbull. A
Lesson Frame-work, giving the outhne and connec-
tions, by the Rev. George A, Peltz. Notes for
Primary Teachers, by Faith Latimer. Illustrations,
by the Rev. W. W. Newton. Eclectic Comment-
ary, by the Rev. Dr. Willard M. Rice, and Black-
board Outlines, by skilled teachers. .

Mr. Charles F. Richardson, so well known for his
literary work on *The Independent,” will give his
constant attention to the columns of ‘' The Times.”
Mrs. Rose Terry Cooke will write a serial story for
the encouragement of Christian workers. All this, in
addition to the other varied departments of the paper.

HOW TO GET IT.

If you will send your address and twenty-five
cents, you will receive ‘‘ The Times” every week for
three months. This offer is only for new subscribers.
The regular prices are : From 1 to 14 copies a year,
$2.15 each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each.
30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 each. Send
seven cents for a specimen of the Scholar’s Quarterly.

A Handsome Coloured Map

In cack Number for 1878.
Am«ns of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free,

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, _
610 Ch §t., Philadelph

RS. STOWE’'S NEW
NOVEL,

‘“OUR FOLKS AT POGANUC,”

BEGINS NOV. 28TH, IN THE
CHRISTIAN UNION,

Special Features for 18;77-8.

L.eoNARD Bacon, D.D,, ** Political Problems.”
. H. VincenT, D.D., “Sunday School Papers.”
pwARD EcGLesTon, D.D., *How to Hold our
Young People.”

Jos. P. Tuomrsox, D.D., R. W. DaLe, M.A., For-
eign Correspondence.

A X\%EMBER OF THE N.’ Y. BAr, ‘““A Layman’s
Thoughts on Preaching.” .

e 1,a1cus,” * Letters from my Library.”

_Henry WARD BEECHER, Sermons from Plymouth
Pulpit.
OSEP‘;l Coox, Boston Lectures(condensed.)

{YMAN AspoTT, Sunday-School Lessons,

~_Sent for balance of 1877 to Jan. 1, 1879, for $3. To
Clergymen, $2.50.

. Z'w‘:/fr:t two wumbers containing chapters of Mys,
Stowe's Novel sent free on receipt of postal card,

HORATIO C. KING, Publisher,
27 Park Place, New York.

Retail price $750, only $235; $650, $175.
Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, ; 12, $85;
9, $65; 2, $¢ wd mew, warranted,
15 days’ test trial. Other i 24

PIAN

. Hlustrated N allabout Y
t!:’;o. DANIEL F. TTY, Washington, N.J.

ConEEDERATION L1FE A SSociaTion.
Head Office, Toronto, Ont.

PRESIDENT.........covvviiiiivnnnnns

VICE-PRESIDENTS...........cocut.

........... .HON. W. P. HOWLAND, C.B.
HON. WM. McMASTER, WM. ELLIOT, Esq.

The following Statement shows the relative progress of Canadian Life Insurance Companies in their
FIRST FIVE YEARS i—

No. of Policies Amount

in Force: in Force:
Canada Life. .. eeuevnnsieeimesstonanenernsnnesesnsiernsesensonssoensnnnn 768 $1,306,304
Sun...iiiiiiiiiiiin.. N 1,361 2,414,043
Mutual . cavesesares not stated. 1,551.901
Citizens’ 314 years ....... i et 687 1,117,614
Confederation Life, ......ccovvveriniinennnnnnn. Ceveens 2,781 4,004,089

. The extraordinary progress of the CONFEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION will be seen by a com-
parison with the business of the Canada Life at the end of its EIGHTEENTH year, namely: from 1847 to 1865 :

Confederation—sg years,......cccveveereeericvunnnneenes

No, of Policies Amount

in Force. in Force.
2,453 $4,013,268
2,781 4,004,089

J. K. MACDONALD, Managing Director.

STUDENTS

Preparing for Christmas Holi-
days, and wanting anything in

CLOTHING

OR

FURNISHINGS

will find our stock the most com-
lete to select from, and terms
iberal as usual,

R. J. Hunter & Co.,
Merchant Tailors,
Cor. KING & CHURCH STREETS,

. OHN YOUNG,
UND ERTAKER,

361 Yonge St.

Orders attended to at any hour—night or day.
Carriages supplied when required.

Stanton & icars.

HE NATIONAL INVEST-

MENT CO. OF CANADA, (Limited),

10 King St. East, Toronto,

LEND MONEY ON REAL ESTATE

and
Purchase Existing Mortgages.

Borrowers may pay off principal by instalments as
desired.

LOWEST RATES OF INTEREST.
NO COMMISSION,

JOHN STARK, ‘WM. ALEXANDER,
Manager. President.

Brimiss AmErica Assurance Coy.

INCORPORATED A.D. 1833.

—_—————e

Corner Front and Scott Streets, Toronto.

CAPITAL $500,000.
F, A, BALL, Manager.

ASSETS Over $1,100,000.

D, PATERSON, Governor,

ORDER YOUR

COAL

FROM

SNARR'S
“SONS,
45 YONGE ST.

OAL AND WOOD.

On hand, a full assortment of all descriptions Coal
and Wood, which I will deliver to any part of the

i At Lowest Rates.

Orders left at Yard—corner of Bathurst and Front
Streets, Yonge Street Dock, or Office—8r King St.
East, will be prompty attended to.

P. BURNS.

all applicants. Itcon.

tains colored plate, 500 engravings,

about 150 pages, and full descriptious,

prices and directious for planting over 1200

varieties of Vegetable and Flowor Sceds, Plants, Roses, Ete.
Invaluable to ull. Bend forit.  Address

D. M, FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich,

QUN MUTUAL
Life and Accident

INSURANCE COMPANY
OF MONTREAL.

Authorized Capital - $1,000,000.

THoMAas WORKMAN, M. P., President.
T. J. CaxToN, EsQ., Vice-President.

M. H. Gavvrr, EsqQ., Managing Directoy.
ROBERT MAcAuLAY, Esq., Secretary.

HEAD OFFICE:
164 ST. JAMES S1., MONTREAL.

This Company is remarkable for the following
features of interest to assurers :—

1. It is a Canadian Company_incorp d by a
special Act of the Dominion islature, and invests
the whole of its funds in Canada, thereby giving to
its Policy Holders the benefit of their own prgmiums.

2. It has made the required deposit with the Do-
minion Government, for the absolute security of its
Policy Holders.

3. Its investments are of the most select character,
and command a high rate of interest, making it profit-
able to its Policy Holders.

4. Being under an experienced management, b
which its funds are hus 9de.d, recklessness, n;nstz
and ruin, incident to companiesin the hands of novices
are avoided.

With these and other inviting features made known
on application tothe Head Office or to any of its agen-
cies, there will be no cause for s:?rise that during the

past twelve months of unparalell
P Company e pr w pa depression in trade

MORE THAN A MILLION

of new Life busi besides Accid

TORONTO BOARD:
Hon. John McMurrich. Jnii B;l}}une, Esq, Q.C.,

A.hM.F Snl:ith, . W K
ohn Fiskin, E arring Kennedy, Esq.
{l Azlﬁus Mon-ison),, Es;?;',

Esq
on. S. C, Wood, MP,P.
ayor,)

MANAGER FOR TORONTO; R. H. HOSKIN,

a week in your own town, Terms and
66 §5 outht e, H. HALLETT & CO.,
ortland, Maine,

.




