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WESLEYAN MISSIONARY NOTICES,

IWNOVEMBER, 1872.

FORTY-EIGHTH REPORT OF THE WESLEYAN METHO-
DIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, CANADA CONFERENCE.

SErMONS weve preached in the Wesleyan Church, Brockville, on
Sabbath, October 6th, 1872, on behalf of the Society, by the Rev.
W. M. Punsnoxn, LL.D., President of the Conference, and the Rev.

J. BorrAnp, Co-Delegate.

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on Tuesday Evening,

the 8th Oct.

By request of the Committee, W. H. Gisss, Esq., M.P,,

of Oshawa, occupied the Chair, who, on opening the business of the

evening, observed :

T fecl deeply honored in occupying
thig chair. 1 owe cverything, under
God, to Methodism, and ought there-
fore to be Joyal to her intercsts. The
past year has been one of great pros-
perity, and we should remember thas
this imposed upon us weighty obliga-
tions. The day of small things, as re-
gards the Dominion, was past, and the
same was truc of our Mission work,
e have occupied the great territory
of the North-West, and we would hear
more about that great country from the

members of the Deputation who had
visited it during the past year. Our
work had now cz:osscé. the continent,
and our Socicty was pow about to
launch its ship on the Pacific, and he
hoped that ere long she would cast
anchor in the harbor of Yokohama, and.
our Missionaries would preach the
Gospel to the millions of Japan. We
have a glorious future before us in this
great country, and I trust our Mission
work will keep pace with our material
advancement.

The Rev. Dr. Woob read the Report, from which it appears :

The Society is maintaining 11 Mis-
sions to the settlers of British Columbia
and Manitoba, and 9 Missionaries; 34
Missions to the Indians of the Sasiat-
chewan, Hudson Bay Territory, British
Columbia, and the L'rovinces of Ontario
and Quebec, 28 Missionaries and 4
assistants; 138 Domestic Missions in
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebee,
and 158 missionaries ; 4 Missions to the
Germans, and 4 Missionaries; 5 Mis-
sions to the French, 4 missionaries, and

1 paid agent. Total,—192 Missions,
and 203 Missionaries. The member-
ship connected with the various Mission.
Stations is as follows : Settlersin Brit-
ish Columbia and Manitoba, 390; In.
dians in the Saskatchewan, Hudson.
Bay Territory, British Columbia, and
in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec,
2,253 ; on the Domestic Missions in.
Ontario and Quebec, 14,441; on the
French and German Missions, 299.
Total Members, 17, 383.

The Rev. Dr. TavLor read the Financial Statement, which shewed.
the following Income and Expenditure :

Subseriptions & Collections 874,839 65
Juvenile Offerings............. 14433 13
Legacies....coovverniiennreannnns 469 32
* Miscellaneous........... 1,254 78

From obher SOUTesS......rr. 2,885 40

-~ OtaL.vv.rvoeeneees $93,882 28

There is a nebt increase

over last year of...... 810,397 25-
The Total Expenditure... 87,710 46-
The Increase of Ex-

penditure over last .

7,421 6L
6,30
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The Rev. Mr. BorrLaxp was called
upon, and moved the first resolution,
which wasas follows :—*¢ That the Re-
gort, an abstract of which has been read,

« adopted and published ; and that the
following bethe officers of the Society for
the ensuing year,—The Rev, E. Wood,
D.D., and Rev. L. Taylor, D.D.,General
Secretaries ; John Macdonald, Esq., and
Rev. L. Taylor, D.D., Treasurers.” He
said:~~There are many things in the
abstract of the report just read that are
pleasingly suggestive. The evidences
that God is still with usin our great
misgsionary enterprise are clear and in-
spiriting. The liberality of our people
in supporting the work, and the many
triumphs of grace in the conversions
which our missionaries are enabled to
report, show that the great Head of the
Church is still with us. Thetemptation
to advert to several topics in the report
I mustresist, in order to confine myself
to the particular work placed more im-
mediately under my supervision,—the
French and Indian work of our church
in the Province of Quebee. Thatwehave
& mission work among the French Cana-
dians is known to many of our friends,
who think that we were late in commen-
cing this work. To relieve our church
from reficction on this subject, I re-
mark that the parent Conference of
Fngland sent amissionary to the French
as early as the year 1815, by which it
is seen that our parent church was the
first to engage in this work. It is true
that their missionary did not remain as
long in the country as the importance
of the case demanded ; yet he remained
sufficiently long to sow the seed which
germinated to the production of the
first members of the first church of
French converted to the Protestant
faith. And {urther, it may beremember-
ed that many members of our church
were united in council and effort—pecu-
niary and otherwise—with the first uni-
ted society of the several evangelical
churches, for this great work in this
country, We have now, however, a
mission to the Fremch distinctly our

" own. We have 6 missionaries thus en-

gaged ; men of God who are laborin

with much zeal and_effect .in this field.
Thework is opposed by many difficulties;
5 well organized priesthood—numerous
and jnspirited by enormous resourses
of wealth and agency. Yet, with the

blessing of God upon the labors, they
have srcceeded in bringing a number
from the darkness of popery to thelight
and liberty of the people of God.
There are some who question the pro-
priety, or at least the importance, of
a mmssion to people of Papal faith.
They evidently do not apprehend the
decidedly antagonistic character of Po-
pery to the faith of Christ. We admit
that popery has the truth in all its
fandamental verities, and yet it is pro-
per to show that side by side with each
truth is a fundamental error, by which
the truth is neutralized. They believe
in God ; but the honor due to God they
give to the priesthood, and thus they
rob Him of His glory. They belicve in
Christ as a Mediator, but by multipli-
cation of mediators they denude Christ
of His glory; they admit the sacrifice
on Calvary ; yet they know nothing of
this sacrifice, but as it is reproduced in
the mass. Thus while they rob God of
His glory they defraud and degrade
man ; facts that excite in the Teart
profound and strong emotions of regret,
if not of indignation. The restlessness
of the French, increased even when
they embrace the Protestant faith, is
felt a diffieulty in our work and many
times discouraging. In not a few in-
stances, communities that have been
impressed with the truth—and in refer-
ence towhom much hope has been entere
tained—bhave been blighted by the re-
moval of the whole, or greater part of
them, to the States, impelled in manyin-
stances with the desire to get away from
the influences of the priests and their
missions.  Still it is proper to say, that
while some go away carrying with
them the truth to the mneighboring
States, others return to our country
with the truth. A case of this kind
occurred some time ago. A young man
had been to the States where he was
converted. 'When, on his return, his
parents and friends learned the fact,—
and that he had leftthe Churchof Rome,
—they were much excited, and urged .
with much earnestness that he should
go and see the priest, not doubting but
that he would be able most readily
to convince him of his error, and induce
him toreturn again. He atonce acceed-
ed to their wish, and went with them
to the priest. The priest, moreover,
would not converse with him in their
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presence ; but took him into another
room. Having omitted to shut the
door after him, the parents of the
young man heard what transpired as
easily as if the conversation had taken
place in their presence. Hearing the
conversation, they were much surprised
to perceive that the priest could not
hold his own with their son. His quo-
“tations from the Scriptures, and the ar-
guments he founded thereon, were such
as to_confound the priest, and thus
the whole affair concluded in the dis-
comfiture of the priest, and in the
astonishment of the parents and friends
of the young man. This turned out
very much in the interest of the truth,
and in the fuller access of our mission-
aries to the family and friends. An-
-other incident of interest narrated
by one of our missionaries is as
follows : A priest knowing a young
woman to be in possession of a copy of
the Seriptures, went to her father to
ask if such was not the case, and being
answered in the affirmative,commanded
the father to take the Scriptures from
ber. Thefathersaid ¢ No, I will not do
that, but do you see ker, and converse
with her on the subject ; for I assure
you that she reads many things in
- the Bible that scems Very strange to
our religion.” The priest, however,
refused to do so, and left the house ;
the conscquence being that the man and
his family jeft the priest and his church
for ever. T must now make a few re-
marks upon our mission at Oka —the
Lake of Two Mountaing. About four
years ago the Indians of that place
were thrown into our hands. Owing
‘to the tyranny exercised over these
Indians by the pricsts of the place,
they revolted from them, resolving
never again to submit to their rule.
We then sent a missionary to labor
among them, and subsequently our
Indian brother, Sickles, was brought to
visit them. His labors among them
‘there, and since, have resulted in a
work of God the most interesting, I
venture to say, all things considered,
of any work we have in any part of our
mission work. To think that about

-four years ago the whole of this band

of Indians were under darkncss of
popery, that now about one hundred
and fifty of them are truly converted
-to God, and fully united to us in church

fellowship! They have their class and
prayer meetings, as any other society
of our people, and in these and our
other services they take much delight,
and on which they regularly attend.
Several incidents have occurred which
show that the religion they possess is
not a mere superficial thing. One of
these I beard from an unquestionable
gource, is as follows: A person dealing
largely in lumber was engaged in their
neighborhood, and finishing his business
on the Saturday, he asked an Indian
to drive him to his home on the morrow,
promising to pay him for his services.
The Indian looked at him and asked
hiin, ‘“Are you a Protestant? for I
thought it was only Romanists that
travelled on the Sabbath. But,” added
the Indian, ““if you will stay and go
to our meeting to-morrow, I will drive
you home on Monday for nothing.” Aa-
other was that of a young woman
who, on herdeath bed, was very anxious
to see Mr. Sickles, who was from
home at the time, Seeing her anxiety,
some person present proposed to go for
the priest. Tothisshesaid“ Notmno!l
do not want to sce the priest any more,
but do you sing for me.” This they
did to her great delight ; for when they
ceased she said : ¢ 0, I feel--so happy
while you sing, that I forget all my
sickness.” She then took her aged
grandmother by the hand, and said,
“I am going to die; but I am going to
Jesus : I shall soon be with Jesus.”
And then in great peace and holy joy
she passed through death toher home in
heaven. Another incident, and the
last T shall mention now, is : ‘That last
winter the priest at Caugnawaga, went
over to Oka, taking with him over
twenty sleighs, in each of which were
three or four Indians, male and female.
He arrived on the Saturday, and at
once sent his Indians among ours to
induce them to go to their church the
next day. But notwitstanding all the
pains they took to gain their end, not
one of our Indians would go with them ;
on the other hand a number of these
Indians went to our service in the
Sabbath evening school, and were evi-
dentiy much impressed. So mortified
was the: priest at his manifest failure
that, instead of remaining several days
to-effect and rejoice over a triurph .ge
promised himself, he left the nexs
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morning before the daylight broke upon
theplace. The treatment of these poor
Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains
by the priest of the Seminary, is such
as to excite the sympathies of all Chris-
tian hearts who know them. I com-
mend them to you, ray Christian friends,
that they may have a placo in your
sympathies, that your prayers may be
offered to Him who has promised that
¢¢ the rod of the wicked shall not rest
on the lot of the righteous.”

J. ListER, Tsq., of Hamilton, se-
conded the resolution,

An anthem was then sung by the
choir, after which the resolution was
put and carried unanimously.

The Rev. James ELLiorT moved the
second resolution :—*¢ That this meet-
ing recogniz:s the Divine adaptation of
Cliristianity as the only remedy for the
miserics of mankind, and rejoices in
the ample proofs which are given of its
power in the gathering souls to Christ
by the agencies of allQEvangelical Soci-
eties, from the nominally Christian
and the actual heathen world.” The
speaker was glad to take part in this
meeting. He had not intended to
make a speech, but as the esteemed
Editor of the GUARDIAN was absent
through sickness, he would occupy a
few moments. He sympathized heart
and soul with resolution, for it spoke
of gathering in souls to Christ,—not to
Methodism, but to Christ. He liked
it also because it recognized the work
being done by other Christian churches.
He was glad we could congratulate
each other on continued success. The
Society had never yet been compelled
to chronicle failure; and the present
year was one of the most successful in
its history. If our fathers who initi-
ated this work could be present, what

lowing emotions would fill their hearts.

t is matter of thanksgiving that all
the changes taking place in the
churches were ‘encouraging. Tt wasa
remarkable fact that until the era of
modern missions, the church had no
missionary hymns. It was inspiring to
mark the rich missionary biography of
the church. He knew of no more
delightful and profitable reading to a
man of heart than missionary bivgraphy.
He had a high idea of the honor of the
Christian ministry, but the highest
honor must be assigned to the faithful

—_—

missionary. He believed that if St.
Paul were on earth again, he would
find abundant material for another
11th chapter of the epistle to the
Hebrews. Tt was not fur senates to
legislate in regard to human salvation ;
it must be left to just such agencies
as that convened in that church to-day.
One-third of the world was nominally
Chuiistian, and the nominally Christian
part bad the iutellect of the worid and
must win, He was glad we had men
who had large estates and large hearts.
The possession of wealth would not
make a man liberal,—the grace of God
must do that ; but the man who used
his wealth and influence to bring living
sinners to Christ, would himself get
nearer to Christ. The speaker then
referred to the efforts of Rumanism to
exclude Protestantism in the Province
of Quebec, and urged tiw importance
of maintaining our missions in tlat
region,

DRr. LaveLy, of Kingston, in sceond-
ing the resolution, _aid, that in the
report which had been read, there were
inspiration enough to evuke a speech
from any one. The Socicty stands in
this position—it is free from debt, and
there is a surplus in the treasary. He
claimed, and it would be conceled,
that this could hardly be called a
Methodist Missionary Meeting, if it
did not recognize the doctrine of the
resolution, namely, the adaptation of
the Gospel of Jesus to meet the
wants of sinful men. It savesthem
from their sins, and conseyuent miser-
ies, cheers them in life, and supports
them in death. Now, eftforts must not
be diminished to extend tl.e vperations
of this Society. The people generally
know but little about sucrifice. None
know so much about sacrifices as the
ministers of the gospel, and especially
the missionaries of the cruss. And un-
til moreis known of real sucrifice, that
suceess which may be achivved, and
which God desigus to give, shall not
be realized, |

Jonxy Macvorarp, Esq., of Toronto,
moved the third resolution, which was
as follows :—¢ That we Jevoutly re-
cord our gratitude to God for the
tukens of his blessing upon tiis Society
in the past year, viewing our spiritual
successes and enlarged incuwme as en-
couragements to our faith in tlLe Di-
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vine promises, and stimulating to our
earnest and humble endeavours to
spread the knowledge of salvation be-
yond the boundaries of our own ration-
alities, as the liberality of the Church
and the openings of Providence may
indicate our abligations and duty.” e
said :—It is nine years since this So-
ciety beld its anniversary in Brock-
ville ; do not be impatient, thercfore,
should this meeting be a litile longer
than an ordinary meeting ; bear in mind
it only coines once in nine years ; there
ig much work to do to-night, and I am
persuaded you will do it well. It may
he expected that I may have a few
words to say about the Red River, be-
ing one of the deputation to that dis-
tant part of our work. Time was when
a visit to that land, the Red River of
the North, meaat a long and fatiguing
journey. To reach it from Toronto it
was necessary first o go to Montreal,
to follow the old canoe route of the
Hudson Bay Company, by water and
portage, to be bitten and tortured by
mosynitoes, as our good President was,
£o veaeh that land maimed and wound-
ed, and then to be shut out from civili-
zation for years, perhaps for many of
them. The journcy itscdf was one
which could be undertaken only by
thoze of vugged constitution, thoschav-
ing great powers of endurance, and
the:ze would be abundantly called into
exercise before he reached the end of
his journey. The land itself was a
senled land, apard from the traders of
the Hudson Bay Company ; none hud
some hardy adventurer undertook that
journey, and he, when he ventured, he-
came as much an objech of wonder as
he would have heen had he been an
Artic cxplorer ; and should he furnish
a paper oa that country less impors-
ant $han it is in the power of the mem-
bers of this doputation to fnrnish, he
was as corfain as he was a living man
to be made a member of the Royal
Geographical Socicty.  All this is now
changed. We came back not to find
that we are vbjects of wonder—-not to
be feted or made members of the Sen.
ate, for contribulions which we have
made to the existing knowledge of tha
country, bub to find that we are only
ordinary mortals ; that we have done
only what you may do, and do 80 quick-
ly that your friends will scarcely no-

tico your absence, The land is mo
longer a secaled land; you can now
reach it by lake and railroad in a few
‘days; and although our visit has been
80 recent, yet since then railroad com-
munication has been extended within
seventy miles of Fort Garry ; so that
now even an invalid can go there and
not only be none the worse, but much
the better for the journcy.  Sir George
Simpson, in a work which he published
of a “Voyare Round the World,”
spoke of that district as amazingly fer-
tile, very salubrious, and large enough
to receive the millions from the over-
crowded cities of the old world. When
examined before a selcet committee of
the British House of Commons, he
withdrew any statement of the kind,
and represented it as unfit for scttle
ment, and the clilnate so uncertain as
to render the growing of grain very
precarious. The Hudson Bay Com-
pany, I have no doubt discovered, ere
this, that their interest lies in diffus-
ing information about the country, not
withholding it, and that in proportion
as the land 18 opencd up will their own
interests be promoted. Well, I will
not detain yon with the journey down
the river, beautiful as it is, of the tor-
tuous windings of the river, so many,
{bat a distance of 250 miles by land is
extended to about 700 miles by river,
where all the bends in the river are so
alike that you cannot tell one from the
otler, and all so beautiful, that despite
thie unvarying sameness you can look
at.them day after day without tiring,
and feel that

¢ A thing of beauty is a joy for ever.”

Nor am I going to speak to iou about
the boundless prairie, strctching away
for a thousand miles, and I cannot tell
how much further—and fertile as
boundless, Nor am I going to speak
of the climate, charming as that was
when I was there, and pleasant and
heaithful as I was told the winters
were. Nor am I going to speak of the
political opinions which prevail, for I
hold that a society like this should
have nothing to do with political par-
ties, Their work is to do good to the
bodies as well as to the souls of men,
without reference to their politics, na.
tionality, or creed. My remarks must
have reference only to our work there.
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“You will remember that the effort for
the building of the Fort Garry Church
soriginated at the mecting of this Com-
mittee in Guelph four vears ago. That
was the first meeting of this Committce
at which the President sat, and his
.name was at the head of the subserip-
tion list, Very wise was the election
of the Rev. George Young for thab
work, who has so laborcd as to have
- secured the confidence of all classes of
the community. His circuit to day is
one of the most desirable in the Do-
minion. The church property itseif is
a beautiful property ; the church, as
chaste as any that I have seen in any
of the rural districts. The windows
are all of beautifully stained gluass, and
four designs in the centre show that
they have been the gifts of the Sunday-
schools from Main Street, Mount Zion,
Centenary, Hamilton; North Strect,
YLondon ; Ottawa, Brantford, Picton,
.and Quebec. I do not remember sece-
ing Brockville, but any neglect ihere,
you purpose, I'am persuaded, correct-
mgnow. Of the church itsclf, an In-
dian who came with Rev. E. R. Young
from Norway House, said, on sceing it,
“This is very beautiful. I am going
to heaven, and I hope it will be as beau-
tiful as this.” At the request of the
other members of the deputation, I
brought under the notice of the Gov.
- ernor of the Hudson Bay Company,
the Hon. Donald Smith, the matter of
a grant in Winnipeyg for an educational
.establishment, and with the same
princely conduct which marked all the
other acts of that Company towards
the members of the depulation, M.
. Smith said a suitable grant would be
given ; infact, all that would be need-
ed ; and when you are told that fifty-
feet lots werq sold in Fort Garry, while
we were there, for two thousand dul-
lars, you will understand that such a
. t means moncy. If we arc to do
our work there 73 we should do, we
must have our educational esiablish-
ment. The Church of England has one.
The Free Church hasone, We should
have one. We want about 83,000 to
.-.commence this work, and we have
_,food hope that we will get it to-night.
was in hopes, Sir, that you would
have the honor of commeucing this
work, as Oshawa had the honor, that is
-the Sunday-school, of eontributing the

bell, the only one in Winnipeg. And
let mc say of this bell that it not only
calls tn the House of God, but during
days of darkness, when the land was iu
the midst of a rebellion, it rang out not
only sounds of deliverance to thoe set-
tlers, but sonuds of welcome Lo our vol-
unteers who came to their help, Well,
Sir, I have in my hauds a noie about
this scheme : Tf it be true (aud you as
a politician will know whether it is or
not,) that one vote before 12 o'clock is
worth two after, then what I am about
to announce will have an important
bearing upon this effort. Mr. John
Torrance, who 1 regret is unable to
be with us, writes me with a readiness
and liberality which charvacterize all
his elforts in connection with cur funds,
to put him down for 3250, That isa
good comme.cement, and [ think as-
sures ug of the result. The resolution
with which I am entrusted has matter
enough to enable oue to speak for a
month ; it speaks of ¢ gratitude to
God, spiritual success, enlarged income,
Divine promiscs, providential epenings,
and increased liberality.” Now, upon
this Y must only ventuve a few words :
Whythe incceased wealth which is fow-
ing in so abundantly to Christ’s people?
Is it to make them mercasingly sordid ?
is it to lead them to say that they have
much goods laid up for many years?
What does the.remarkable prosperity
of the past few years -{the mosh re-
markably prosperous perhaps, the world
has ever seen)-—say tous? ¢ Speak to
the peple that they go forward”
What does the surplus mean, if it does
no$ mean that we are to take up the
openings which present themselves?
Would it be less imperative on us to
take up openings which were clearly
made for us even if the bhalavce were
against us? The work isGod’s, and He
will not only care for it, hut take care
of the workers. We have spoken of
God’s promises. ¢ ITave faith in God.”
These words ave sufficiently assuringto
me,even in the face of discourzgements.
There ave men here, and if they were
to tell us that in an enterprize involv-
ing an expendibure of $100,000, they
would stand by us and sustain us, we
should prosecute our work without fal-
tering.  Shall weattach an importance
to the word of any man, while we hes-
itate in obedicuce to God’s command
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to do his work. Iam to be followed
by the President, and must not longer
detain you, but trust that this evening
we shall raise the amount we require.
for this Institution.

The Rev. Dr.Puxsiiox, in seconding
the third resolution, said : My friend
Mr. Macdonald, in moving this resolu-
tion, said it was one on which a speech
might be made for amonth, But I am
not disposed to malkea speech to-night,
and were I so disposed, the taste and
temper of this congregation are not, at
this hour, dispose(i to listen. But one
thing you have the opportunity of do-
ing, under the influence of what you
have heard,—that is, to follow up the
challenge given in reference to the pro-
posed Institution at Manitobe. I must
say, I don’t like this pronunciation of
Manitobe, this Frenchified mode which
some purists have adopfed. But Mr.
Macdonald hasreally stolen my speech.
I have been dwelling on the hope of
giving some account of my visit, in com-
pany with him and with Dr. Wood, to
the Red River country. In this, how-
ever, he has anticipated me. I may
just note, with respect to our journey,
that while it was interesting, it wasa
most eventful journey. We were mer-
cifully delivered from the disaster of
shipwreck after we had crossed from
Sarnia, and were approaching the op-
posite side. 1 shall not soon forgeb
what I then witnessed of the wonders of
the Lord on that wonderfullake. After
reaching Duluth, we procceded by the
Northern Pacific Railroad. From what
we witnessed in this land journey, and
from a sense of duty to carry out the
advice of Mr. Wesley, to ‘¢ go net only
tothose who want us, but to those
who want us most,” there are many

laces through which we passed in the

nited States to which we should send
missionaries. Of these I may mention
Brainard, a village on the bank of the
Mississippi. I cannot tell whether or
not it is named after the celebrated
wmissionary, and therefore predestinated
to be missionary 'ground. Tt is a little
city in a forest. Each inhabitant seems
to have cut away the trees only that
were required to give space for his
house. Thus there were presented
vistas most picturesque and beautiful.
This town dates from a year ago last
month, and has now about S00 inhabi-

tants, We passed through it twice,
once on our outward journey, and
again, after an absence of three weeks,

on our return, and in that short time.

onc man had been shot, one stabbed,
and two Indians were tried by Lynch
law, and strung upon tall trees in front
of a saloon, with the appropriate name
of ‘“the last turn,”  We certainly
might send missionaries there with ad-
vantage if wo had the means, if only to
teach them reverence for human life.
Then there was the town of Moorehead,
of which Dr. Wood has a pleasant and
salubrious remembrance. There, every
second dwelling is a gambling-house, a
dance-house, or a saloon. There is no
church; no school, no Sabbath, every
one carries arms, and as one of their
own citizens remarked, “ Itis a dull
day which passes without a shooting.”
Possibly some missionary eifort might
not be wasted there, You may ima-
gine that travelling is not altegether
pleasant in these parts. I say nothing
of the voyage down the Red River for
700 miles, nor of the mosquitoes—as
blood-thirsty cannibals as ever stuck
spears into human flesh, nor of the dis-
comfort of the steamboat, nor of the
tortuous character of the river, which

.

winds so persistently and so extremely,.

that we passed by a man’s hougs on
two sides of it, and were half an
hour by the watch in getting from one
side to the other. I pass on to notice
our work: Our first Sabbath in Win-
nipeg was @ high day. Tirst, we had a
love-feast in the morning, starting in
good Methodist fashion ; then in the
forenoon I preached, after which the
ordination of the Rev. JohnMcDougall
took place. In the afternoon we held

a missionary meeting. In the evening,

Dr. Wood occupied the pulpit; an

this remarkable day closed with the
administration of the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, at which were present
Christians of all colors, white and red
and yellow, all animated by the one
hope, and rejoicing in the one Saviour.
We were made glad in witnessing these
results of missionary toil. I have al-
ways believed, as Mr. Elliott remarked,
that the Christian missionary is the
¢ highest style of man.” 1 esteem
most highly the office of the Christian
ministry. I would rather, if I know

myself, have the seal of its baptism on.
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my brow than the coronet of any earth-
ly patented nobility. The missionary
is, if possible, higher than the highest
in the ranks of the servantsof God, pre-
eminent where all are honored. The
Rev. Mr. Elliott spoke of the feeling of
themissionary whenleavingthe joys and
comforts of home. [After some further
remarks on the self-denying labors of
the missionaries, and an emphatic tes-
timony to the fidelity of our own men
in the North-West, the speaker pro-
ceeded]:—When Dr. Coke, of world-
wide missionaryfame, wasaboutleaving
for India, an uncle of mine, the Rev.
Mr. Clough, was one of those who ac-
companied him ; he was then a young
man of eighteen, ardent and sensitive.
They were driving in the doctor’s car-
riage from London, on their way to
Portsmouth, to embark on their long
voyage. A feeling of melancholy took
possession of the young man’s mind as
he thought that he was leaving, per.
haps forever, the dear hedge-rows of
his native county, hig friends, sweet
Christian Sabbaths, and the sanctuaries
where ho had been uplifted and bless-
ed, and he turned to the doctor with
the words, ¢‘Twonder if we shall ever
see all these scenes again?” ‘¢ Excuse
me, dear brother,” was the doctor’s re-

ly, X am dead to all things but In-

ia.”  *“Well,” my uncle thought,
““there’s not much sympathy here. I
must look into myself, and tomy God.”
And rallying his spirit and his faith,
he broke out into hearty singing, feel-
ing apangof not unnatural melancholy,
and then driving away the evil spirit
from his heart, as David did from the
unhappy Saul, with a burst of sacred
song.

¢ Gladly the toys of earth we leave,
Wealth, pleasure, fame, for Thee alone:
To Thee, our will, soul, flesh, we give ;
O take! O seal them for Thine own !

Thou art the God, Thou art the Lord ;
Be Thou by ail Thy works ador'd.”

It is difficult which to admire most, the
heroism of the veteran who had so
completely triumphed over the- world,
or the conduct of the impassioned, gen-
erous youth. Mr. Macdonald, in his
description of the effect produced upon
the Indian on first seeing the beautiful
church at Winnipeg has, happily for me,
not completed the description; thepoet-
ry of it he hasleft me theopportunity of

attempting to describe. Asthe Indian
first beheld the stained windows of the
church, he remained, Indian-like, for
a time in silence ; and then in rapture
exclaimed, ¢ Sagastao !’ ¢ The sun
rises.” Meet and beautiful is it not,
and emblematic of our work in these
regions beyond? Itis atime of pro-
mise, the shadows vanish, the darkness
isunder our feet. The sun rises not to
scorch and consume as with the ““blast
of the terrible ones,” but with healing
in His wings, and with light like the
path of the just, showing brighter and
brighter unto the perfect day. It is
said that Humbolt, when travelling on
the sonthern part of this continent, sud-
denly heard a sweet refrain from voices
ahead. Itwas from his negro guides,
who were guiding him through the for-
e:t : ¢ Past midnight, for the cross
bends,” refering to tie constellation of
the southern cross in the heavens., Itis
now, thank God, past midnight for the
nations, because the true cross bends.
It Lends towards all, that it may save
them. <“TForl, if I be lifted up from
the carth, will draw all men uunto me.”
Our object is to point to this bending
cross, and to proclaim the name of Him
who is lifted on it, and who is able to
save to the uttermost all that come un-
to God through Him. Now,in reference
to this work, have we the right sort of
faith in our cause, or have we thought
only of the adaptability of the gospel,
or been impressed with a vague im-
pulse of benevolent feeling? Let us
ascend the mount and view the land—
not Mount Ebal, that is the mount of
cursing and bitierness ; you won't find
a Christian lingering on the slopes of
that ; but to the summit of Tabor, and
then above the region of Swamp Sha-
dow, in the clear light and in the brac-
ing air. Look upon the cause, the
need, the sorrow, the conflict, the
triumph, as they are known to God.
Then, surely, as William Cany said :
““We shall attempt great thiugs for
God, and expect great things from
God.” Thank God, we believe in a
living Christ. Some one quoted the
passage to Dr. Alexander, of Prince-
ton, when he was dying : “I know in
whom I have believed.” ¢ Not so,”
said he, ¢ I know whom X have believ-
ed. I cannot have even a proposition
between me and my Saviour.” Have
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faith in this_living Christ, as living
‘Christians.  Lively faith will bring the
blessing down which only living
chucches can cliim.  Has ‘it never
struck you that the mi-sionary enter-
prise i3 an offshoot of Christianity ?
Only various forms of this living reli-
giont have this spirit of enterprise. Sad-
ducees have no missions—how can
ticy, when they have no immortality to
prociaim ? Infidelity has no missions—
why should it, when it only thunders
out the everlasting * No,” Philoso-
phy has no mission—Pythagoras and
Solen crossed the seas to learn, Lut not
to teach. Those only who have tid-
ings of life, and light, and power, which
are worth proclaiming, are baptized
with the missionary spirit and aims,
Now, inn the objects brouyght before you
to-night you have the Bdueation Tnsti-
tution in Mazitoba ; you have the new
Mission to Japan, and you have, as Mr.
Derland hias presented it, the claims of
the Freneh and Indiansin Lower Can-
ada. You will say we have too much.
One will jostle against or injurc an-
other. Nut at all. .Here let me, at the
hazard of rvepetition, tell you a story.
It was given me by a Scotchman, and
My Arnot gave us the idea in Excter
2. Did vou ever see a woman car-
rying & bucket of water from a well?
How unsightly she is,--that is if woman
ever ean be unsightly—all on one side,
oue shaulder high, the other low, dis-
proporiionate, without symmetry, aone-
sided and uncomely piece of humanity.
Howare yeu to restore the symnetry?
Give her two buckets to carry, aud she
walks perfoctly straight, From my ex-
nerience of the Cavadian people, I have
svery confilence in their faithfulness
and  develion in cvery good cause.
You kave a right to be thankful for
heing Canadians, I the Roman citi-
zen glovied in his citizenship so should
yen, Srom higher motives, in yours.
Tf he would say, ¢ Civis Romanus
sum,” veu assaredly may say, *“Civis
Canadiensis swn.”  Your country is
Targe and great, budnot by size is great-
ness measred. The best foundation for
a_great nalion is the religion of Jesus,
Your counivy, yeb young, is not yet
corrupied as many of the cities of
Buwrepe, and already some in the United
States. Noridicule is yeb heard in this
land when an appeal is made to God or

Gospel motives, and there is so fara
national respect for religion. Mr. Mac-
donald, in his remarks about Manitoba,
and the church and coming institutions,
is sure to have some scheme in hig
head. As Mr. E€liott told us, in giv-
ing we should stick to it, and T like
that way of putting it. If you belong
to the Methodist Church yon may be
sure they will make you stick to it.
Now there is_a luxury in the habit of
giving, that is continuing to give, not
a large sum once for all, aud live on
the reputation of it ever after. ¢ The
three day’s praying” of a rich man be-
fore he was able to dohis duty in giv-
ing would probably be only at the first;
the secom{ time it would be casier,
until eveutually he would reach the
beautiful unconsciousness of his own
good decd, that is, it would be done so
sweelly aud regularly that he scarcely
kuew what he was acting, just as phy-
sicins say the healthy man isnot con-
scious of his own limbs, they mnove so
perfe tly and so regularly. Now, why
should not good habits be as powerful
as bad habits ? It isnot the man who
gives the largest snm that can always
be accounted as giving most, but the
man who leaves least in his treasury.
I do not ask the question what has he
given ? but what has he left? I am no
tax comumissioner, and cannot tell you
what your proportion may be. This
I kuow, that since I adopted the
principle of proportionate giving I
ave not wauted the oggortunity of
giving, neither bave I been without
the supplies required. I wondered,
after the unexpected circumstances of
to-day, if an appeal was not at hand.
Well, it has come, and Y am willing to
say something, if I cannot do as those
who have alrcady giveu their $250.
Put me down S75 for the Institution in
Manitoba, 875 for the Mission to Ja-
pan, and $55 for the Iudian and French
work in Lower Canada. {Applause).

The amount of collections at the An.
niversary services was $130.

The thauks of the meeting were pre-
sented to Ministers and Laymen, to
Collectors, Subscribers, and Sabbath-
school Scholars, who have so gencrously
aided the Funds of the Scciety; and
especially to W. H. Gibbs, Esq., M.P.,
for his kindness and ability in presid~
ing over this Anniversary.
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REPORT OF THE DEPUTATION APYOINTED TO VISIT
MANITOBA.

By the President’s direction, the Mis-
sionaries in the Red River and Saskat-
chewan Districts were summoned to
mect the Deputation at Winnipeg on the
1stof August. Through thic zood Pro-
vidence of God, the whole of the breth-
ren were in Winnipeg,—with the ex-
ception of J. Sinelair, Native Teacher
at Oxford House,—on Tucsday, the
23rd of July. One party had been tra-
velling twenty five days, and another
twenty days. These were from the
Saskatchewan Distriet, who, having
their horses and travelling cquipage,
preferred camping on the prairie, in the
vicinity of the town, during the whole
of their stay, chvosing the air and free-
dom of such a home before the best ac-
commodation they could have in the
houses of friends who would willingly
have received them as guests for their

‘works’ sake. The Deputation being

completed on the 25th, by the arrival
of dessrs. Punshon aud Macdonald,
the following arc the names of the mew-
bers who constituted the Mecting,
which began its Conversations upoun the
State of the Work of God in this vast
country, on the morning of July 26th,
1872, in the Wesleyan Church, Winni-
peg, Province of Manitoba :—

The Rev. W. Morley Punshon, LL.D., Presi.
dent of the Conference.

The Rev. E. Wood, D.D., Secrctary of the
Missionary Socicty ; aud

J. Macdonald, Esq., Treasurer of the Sacicty,

Deputation from the Commitice end
Conference.

“The Rev. Geornye Young, Winnipeg, Chiirman
of the Red River District.

‘The Rev. George McDougall, Edmonton
House, Chairman of lhe Saskatchewan
District.

*The RRev. Michael Fawcett, High Bluff,

“The Rev. Matthew Robison, High Bluff.

“The Rev. Nelson R. Brown, Supcrannuated,
from High Bluff.

The Rev. Henry B. Steinhaur, White Fish

. Lake,

The Rev, Peter Campbell, Victoria.

The Rev. John McDougall, Woodville,
The}?ev. E. R. Young, Rossville, Norway

ouse,
The Rev. A. Bowermau, Winnipeg.
A Candidate for the Ministry, George

Edwards, employed by the Chairmab, was also
_present.

After religious cxerciscs, the first
question which engaged the atiention
of the Meeting was the gpiritual state
of the several Missions, The Deputa-
tion heard with pleasure, and gratitnde
to Almighty Cod, that al =l) the Sta-
tions occupied by the Society the
“signs” of true Evangelizal pro.petity

Vot . Pt P b
exist ; this they attribnle, in comnection
with the Haoly Suirit'sinflacuee, 10 the
devotedness of the missiviaries Lo their
high calling, other testimony than
their own bring given {hat they pay no
more attention to thc s culadties of life
than what they are compeiled to do

from & sense of duty in providing for
the wants of themselves and fanalies,
and presenting an example of industry
in their domestie arrangements for the
converted lndiaus to imitate. The con-
gregaticns in Winnipeg vary much, as
the people airive aud depart to other
locations. The building will easily ac.
commodate 250; at times the place is
crowded wwith a devout assemblage
The means of grace, peculiar fousasa
church, have been estaldished by Mr.
Young, and are mach apyreciated by
the maore spiritnaily minded.  Tp to
the time of the visit of the Deputation,
the only week-cvening service among
Protestants ju the Colony was hidd by
Mr. Young. Desible supplying Winni-
peg, the missionary has extended his
visiby occrsionaliy o a distance of 30
miles, —hence Bayae Niver, Nurgeon
Creek, Headingly, »ed Victoria settle-
meai, are places where he has been wel-
comed as acmindster of Chuist. Now
that an assistant bas beea given him,

nd the population ab {bkese appoint-
ments being rapidiy en the inerease, the
progpectsof usefulnessare very checring.

The High Blefi’ Missien was visiled,
embracng Poplar Taint and Portage-
la-Prarie. Mr, Robisou’s labors hero
have been greatly blessed.  The people
highly apprecinte the ordinances estab-
lished among them.  In addition to the
two churches already Duilt, prepara-
“tions are buing made for one at Gow-
ler's, and another at the Tortage. Mr.
Fawcett has catercd upon his lobors
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here iu a cheerful and self-denying
spirit. The Deputation regret the in-
conveniences he and his truly devoted
wife had to cendure for the want of
household accommodation. Should suc-
cess attend the efforts made for the
erection of a parsonage, or the hiring
for the time being of a nouse to shelter
themselves, we may anticipate continu-
ed prosperity in the discharze of his
ministerial duties, and of those associa-
ted with him in this truly missionary
field,  Settlements are forming-beyond
the Portage, which have already been
visited by the Society’s misisonaries,
and as these extend and increase in
numbers they should secure our prac-
tical sympathies by sending to them
additional laborers.

The statements of the Rev. E. R.
Young respecting Norway House Mis-
sion were full of encouragement. Iar
away from the many allurements to evil
which beset other Indian communitics
—especially in Ontario,—these converts
display a consistency of deportment,
attention to the means of grace, and
practical remembrance of religious in-
struction, which resudt in an intelligent
growth in Christian knowledge and ex-
perience. Beside visiting Oxford House,
and administering the ordinaucesto the
members of the church there,—which
is more than 200 miles north-cast of his
own Mission,—his visits to Nelson and
Beren’s rivers have been attended with
great success. At one time he met at
Nelson river 250 Indians, of these 110
have been baptized, 70 of whom were
adults; several of these were at Win-
nipeg, and sought an interview with
the Deputation for the purpose of en-
treating them to send a teacher to their
people. Two of them belonged to bands
500 miles still further north. The
whole region is purcly o fur-bearing
country, the pcop}:: unsettled and mi-
gratory in their babits, and yet hun-

reds of them are calling for that know-
ledge which can only be imparted by
the Bible and the servants of God. The
most feasible plan for supplying these
wants, as it appeared to the Deputa-
tion, would be to employ one or more
native agencies, and allow the Mission-
ary at Rossville to direct their labors,
and administer the ordinances of re-
ligion at their gatherings each year
for purposes of trade. The months of

April and May, and August and Sep-
tember, arc the best times of the year
for meeting large numbers of Indians at
Nelson river and other places. Norway
House is 340 miles north of Fort Garry;
and Beren’s river,—where the Hudson
Bay Company have a trading post,—
a little morc than half-way to the
Rossville Mission, being on the castern
shores of Lake Winnipeg, 180 miles
distant. Connected with thisis Pigeon
River, the residence of a small band,
ten miles by water, and six by land
from Beren’s river. There are 250 In-
dians, all accessible to your mission-
ary, 6S of whom have given in their
names for Church membership, and 10
of whom Mr. E. R. Young pronounces
to be soundly converted to God. The
land in this locality is very good for
settlement, and the fisheries inexhaust-
ible. As Rossville is becoming over-
crowded, and the soil there for agri-
cultural purposes only limited, if the
Socicty establish a substantial Mission
at Beren’s River, having the same
spiritual advantages which are enjoyed
at Rossville, no doubt a number of In-
dian families would make Beren's River
their bome, and thereby constitute a
growing, healthy Mission Station, mid-
way between Red River and Norway
House. The Indien, will leave his
hunting and trapping, and hesitate not
to travel 150 miles, if necessary, to at-
tend Sacramental service; and that,
too, without any reliance upon ritual-
istic merit, but purcly from the love
of Christ in his heart, and obedience
to the law of his Divine master. It
was reported to the Deputation that
for the want of the ordinances once
enjoyed ab a Mission Station 300 miles
away from Rossville,—transferredsome
years since by the Parent Society to
another branchof the Church of Christ,
~ 35 members had removed the whole
of this distance to Rossville for no
other reason than that they might
enjoy class and prayer-meetings, in ad-
dition to what they called a different
ninistry, without which they declared
they could not live.

From the long period of time Oxford
House bas been left without an or-
dained Missionary, there arc not the
same gmtifyini features of life and
vigor existing there which we all earn-

estly desire. Inthe judgment of the
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Deputation, this post should imme-
diately receive the appointment of a
minigter in full standing. Whilst ap
proving of the appointment by Mr, I
R. Young of the excellent brother now
.at Beren’s River, yet the authorities of
the Church would act quite in accord-
ance with the importance of the work
if they appointed an ordained man to
take charge of this Station, and for
which, in addition to the free-will
offerings of generous and esteemed
friends, it is hoped the Committee will
make suitable appropriations,
Lengthy conversations were held up-
on the religious state of the work at
Edmontonlouse, Woodville, Victoria,
and White Fish Lake,—Saskatchewan
District,—from which the Deputation
received favorable impressions of the
present healthy and prosperous condi-
tion of all the Missions. Lhe two day-
schools have received much support
fromthe Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company’s
Officers, and the settlers who have lo-
cated where these are in operation.
The Deputation are convinced that tae
Dbrethren there are truly devoted to
their work ; and whilst they bave been
preserved amidst many dangers in their
frequent and laborious journeys, God
hasgraciously owned their testimony of
the truth as it is in Jesus, so that the
Cree and the Stoney join their songs of
praise for converting grace with their
more favored Dbrethren, “the pale
faces.” The Deputaticn commend to
the Committee o new post selected by
the Chairman at Bow River, as a most
favorable point to operate among the
Blackfect, whose disposition to receive
.a Missionary is now very earncst, hub
whose wants caunot be fully met
until another Missionary is sent to
that District, which they hope will
1ot fail to be done early in the cusuing
spring. .
Upon the subject of Education, the
Deputation desire to draw the atien-
tion of the Church to the desirableness
of an carly cffort to establish a College
at Winnipeg. Mr. McDonald was re-
«quested to name this to Governor
-Smith, from whom he received the as-
surance that if the Wesleyan Church
entered into this enterprise the . B,
Ccmpany would provide, gratuitously,
«sufficient land for this purpose, A
Day-school should also be established

.

at Oxford House, Woodville, and Ed-
monton House, )

The Deputation feel much indebted
to Governor Smith for the great cour-
tesy and hospitality which they receiv-
ed from him during their stay at Fort
Garry, and for the interest which he
and other Officers of the Company
showed, especially in the trouble and
expeuse incurred in fitting up accom-
modations in their commodious new
warchouse for Dr. Punshon’s Lecture
on the evening of the 30th of July.
This large and respectable assemblage
wag presided over by His Excellency
Gov. Archibald, whose attendance at
the ordination service, in addition to
this, cvinced a catholicity of spirit en-
couraging to all labourers in the Church
of Christ., The proceeds of this lecture,
and one delivered in the Wesleyan
Churchk on the previous Friday even-
ing, when Jas. W. Taylor, Esq., Amer-
ican Consul, presided, were generously
presented by the President toward the
liguidation of the debt upon our church
and parsonage. The religious services
excited much interest in the settle-
ment, and were seasons of profit and
(Qelight.

In conclusion, the Deputation con.
gratulate the Committee on having
brethren in these Districts whom gen-
tlemen, in high authority, speak with
great respect, and hold them in much
esteem as Christian ministers; and for
them and their work they bespeak a
continued manifestation of that confi-
dence, sympathy, and liberality which
havehitherto marked all their dealings
with these new and distant Missions.
Considering the vast extent of their
work, their appeals for a few extra
grants are not very laree, to which it is
hoped a cheerful responsewill be given,
They would also press upon the atten-
tion of the Committee the following
resolution, being deeply convinced that
great good will result from its being
practically, and at an carly day, com-
plied with :—

Moved by the Rev. George Younig',
seconded by the Rev. Geo. McDougall,
—* That it is the unanimous judg-
ment of this Meeting that the remoter
Missions of these Districts should be
visited by an Officer of the Society, or
a genior Member of the Conference;
and we earnestly-solicit the General
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Lake Superior—Letter from the Rev, E. S. Curry.

Committee to make arrangements for
this desirable object as carly as practi-
cable.”

In the accomplishment of solonga
Journey, the Deputation would grate-
fully acknowledge their indebtedness
to the gooduess of God in preserving
them from harm. ‘Lwo of them experi-
enced a remerkable deliverance from
imminent peril on the waters of Lake

Superior ; an interposition of Divine
mercy to many others embarked in the
same steamer with Messrs. Punshon:
and MacDonald, which resulted in vol-
untary thank-offerings that will great-
1y assist in the erection of Providence
Church a$ Prince Arthur’s Landing,
commemorative of their marvellous
rescue, and their heartfels gratitudo to
Almighty God.

INDIANS ON TIIE NORTH SHORE OF LAKE SUPERIOR.

Tnoucu these wandering bands have been long without ministerial
visitation, how encouraging to know they have not lost their attach-
ment to the Suviour, His Ordinances, or His Servants, The following.
letter from our worthy and zealous missionary records remarkable-
fidelity and perseverance in the ways of the Lord. It is rather
humiliating to us as a Church that these fruits of former labors should
have beea left so long exposed to allurements to abandon the simple-
faith of tha Gospel. After waiiing seven long years for the ¢ Black.
Coats,” they repelled the solicitations to forsake their Church, by a
resolution to wait ¢ two years more,” and then, if no one came,  they.
would think about it!”

Troa the Rey. B. 8. Curry, dated Sault Ste. Mearic, Sept. 21, 1872,

I intended to have wrilten immedi- fray expenses. Considering the con-

ately after my return from Michipico-
ton, but pressing duties prevented, and
my recent illness caused further delay.
Our Camp-nceting, whichcommenced
on the 10th of July, was a success.
There were about two hundred present,
about twenty converted to God, and all
refreshed and revived. Our ministerial
‘help failed to arrive,—a parallel with
last year,—yet, through the blessing of
God on men and means of the post, a
band of preachers have been raised up
who do honor totheir office, and goo
service to the Church, and God owned
his own Word, and Divine converting
power was manifested, and souls re-
joiced in sins forgiven., We held a
missionary meeting on Mouday after-
noon, in order to give them some idea
of the extent of our work, and the
working of our machinery, and to in-
‘fuse » missionary spirit. We took up
-a collection amounting to-815, to de.

gregation and collection this was no
mean display of liberality. 1 have
never met an Indian who would not
ask for bread and pork if he were
bungry, and I nevermet one who was
a_debtor to the Gospel but would give
his last cent. for its support. Several
Indians spoke at the meeting. Chief:
John Waiskey, our Chairman, in feel-
ing terms, and with much gratitude,
acknowledged his indebtedness to the
Missionary Society, referring to his
carly recollections of the first visits of
the Black Coats,—~they then found him
and his father's family stceped in
heathenism. His parents werz soon
baptised with water, and soon after-
with the Holy Ghost, He hesitated:
for a while, but the minister offered
bim a little book if he would be bap--
tized ; he then consented, ashe wanted:
the. book,—he did not know what it
was then, but soon found that it was-a«
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little book of Ojebwa Hymns. Said
he: “Oh! that preciouslittle book led
me to Christ ; O, that book! the great-
est blessing that the Missionary So-
ciety ever gave to the Ojebwa Enes-
hanabeg.” “Chief Pe-an-pe-dan-sonne
said he was one of the few remaining
who connected the past with the pre-
sent. He was perhaps the oldest man
at that missionary meeting, and ex-

ected that his snn would soon go

own; but it would shine brighter i
heaven. He was one of the fitst con-
verted to Christianity in these parts,
when John Suuday and others first
came with the Word of God. He had
been sometimes long years without see-
ing a minister, but he always tried to
keep that religion which made him so
happy to-day. Last winter the priest
tried to get him to turn Papist, but he
said “ No.” He had seen Melhodists
live and die well ; he had never seen
Catholics live very well, or die very
well, nor be very happy. The Metho-
dist- people were his people, and theiv
religion his, and he wanted to be with
them in heaven. He thanked God for
migsiona-ies. )

Our meeting closed on Tuesday, to
meet again at Point Ivisguois on the
12th July, 1573, and at Michipicoton
on 23rd. July, 1873. 'We purpose to get
the Indians from Nippigon, Pie, Batch-
awana. J’Anes  Grand Tsland, and
‘Waiskey Bay, to attend the latter. If
we could secure a small grant from the
Missionary Fund to provide provisions,
and extend our meeting over several
weeks, it would accomplish more for
these wandering bands than we could
in six months’ visiting them at the
Posts. This would be a saving to the
Society in lessoning the travelling ex-
penses. We should have an Indian

reacher travelling among the five
hundred on Nippizon ; another at the
Pic, and surroundings, laboring with
the three hundred thero: a third at
Michipico¥en, ministering to the-wants.
of ihree hundred more; a fourth at
Batchawana, with Gaulais Bay and
Ogewaung in his boundaries, partially
supplyivg the wants of the two hup-
dred aud: $wenty Indiaps-and whites.
‘We regard the latter fisld as-an impor-
tant one; and -likely-yeb-to.be some-
what prosperous. - Jones-& Co., with:
an excellent saw mill and lumbering

operations, employ a considerable num-
ber of men. M. Hadden, of Gaulais.
Bay, is_also engaged in the same busi-
ness. Here, the Iand being very good,
it will not remain long unscitled.
Then, there should be a missionary at
Fort Francis, and another at Lalke
Saul, these two would have a popula-
tion of at least five thousand. Nearly
all of the above-mentioned posts are
asking for a school. At Michipicoton:
twenty children would attend during
winter, and forty in summer. [ shall
never forget my fivst visit to these poor:
souls. I wag informed that nearly all
had left for the hunting-ground, yet I
had sixty-two of a congregation. Y
arrived at half-past eleven on Saturday
night, and my cougregation began to-.
gather at snnrise for the eleven o’clock
service. All claimed o be Methodists
except two. This Sabbath was a high
day to those who have becn looking,
and waiting. and praying for the Black:
Coats vc come for the last seven years.
The meeting continued all day, and un-
1il two o’clock Monday morning, giving
ouly time for dinner and tea. At sun-
rise they again began to gather: we had
a short service with them, and then
packed up cur canve for a start; but
now the old and young began to come
and be brought for marriage and bap--
tism. We stood on the shore and
married and baptized until our time-
forbade longerdelay, and we had toleave-
these long-neglected, yet worthy souls,
while they entreated us with tears to
tacey with them a few days, Just a
few days before we arrived there the
Jesuit priest was there, and urged the
chief with his band to become Papists;
urging tha# we had left them and would
nob return ; bat the Chict said, ¢ Well,,
we have waited for one of our ministers.
to come for sevenr years, we ghall wait
two years longer, and then if he does
not come we will think abount it.” I
was anxious to know how they in any

-degree kept the fire alive in their hearts.

for so long a time. It came out durin,
our fellowship-meeting that God haﬁ
called away from them by the hand of”
death yearly one of the most faithful,
their dying testimony to the power of
our blessed religion to comfort and save
was lheir human instrumentality, and
their means of . Their last prop-
seemed to have been removed last sum-~
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mer when their class-leader, and two
other members of our church were
burned to death. We left Tommie
Wauboos there, the young preacher
who kept our Society together ab
Batchawana for five years, until we
could get authority to do so from
you.

A person looking at the names of
these posts or proposed missions as they
stand on this shect, appearing so near
each other, might conclude that less
laborers would meet the demand, but
the shortest distance between any two
of them is one hundred miles, along a
dangerous caast, exposed to the treach-
erous seas of Lake Superior, and the
mode of travelling is in a frail bark
canoe in the swmmer, and no possible
means of intercourse bztween them in
the winter, with one exception. The
greatest distance batween tvwo places is
about five hundred miles, My present
mission _cannot be less than eight hun-
dred miles in length, thus requiring
sixteen hundred miles travel to visit all

done, could we not have a school
teacher at cach of these places?—this
itself would be an oasis in their life’s
desert, and would tell favorably on our
future efforts to bring these thousands
of pagans to Christ.

Have not any of our Institutions yet
turned out pious young Indians, local
preachers, with sufficient ability to
take charge of some of these places,
and act as Preacher and Teacher un-
der proper supervision ; other churches
think so, for not long since I met
with two of them cmployed in this
capacity by another denomination.
And has not God yet given to our
church men with sufficieut wealth,
and zeal, and missionary spirit to send
the means of salvation to the multi-
tudes of heathen who ave perishing in
our midst for the bread of life? We
rejoice at the thought of soon having
missions to Japan, and other foreign
lands, and may God hasten that day.
And niay the Lord roll on our Society
a burden for the salvation of our own

the posts once. If no better can be heathen.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Wz regret to xceord the death of Mrs. Evans, the endeared wife of
the Rev. Dr. Evans, now in charge of the Mount Elgin Institution.
She willingly shaved the inconveniences of the extensive travels and
Iabors of her now bereaved husband, and in every place was much
beloved for her many excellences. After twenty minutes suffering
she passed to her eternal home, on the night of November 16, 1872,
aged 70 years and six months.

Orpixatioy.—For special purposes, the Rev. John Semmins was
ordained by the President, assisted by Messrs. Wood, Rice, Morton,
and Poole, in the King Street Wesleyan Church, Hamilton, Nov.
14th, He left on the following Monday for the Red River District.

—

SPECIAL DONATIONS.

M. A. Jarvis, for Berens River ...... eererrienaes Ceeeveneeereennriortesnrnans cees S17 00
«Divine Mercies,” (Ingersoll P. 0.), for the British Columbia Wesleya

MESSIONS ceeremrieiriiiiiirirreeiitietetietanssiesraiesersesseracrosessecsssnes wee 10 00
¢¢ A Lady in Pembroke,” by the Rev. R. Whiting, as a small token of

admiration of the Rev. E. R. Young, in his “‘work of faith aud

Jabor OF 10Ve . ivvvereiiircnrernicseenerasarencens cerrereenreeesnrennninsiseses 3 00
Legacy of the late Robert Craig, Lanark, by Edward Ball, and John

Mecllraith, Executors, per Rev, W. Sanderson......cceeeeerinse. e 100 00
¢¢ A Debtor to Grace,” formerly of Toronto, now in the United States,

by the Rev. W, J. Hunter.....ccoceeeiervennes evereressresearenenes 10 00
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