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4 OxE 18 YOUR MASTER, cven CHRIST ¢ AND ALL YE ARE BRETHREN.?

Muck pleasure is experienced in presenting lo the readers of the TTIBUNE, in the last and present numbers, so
Jull und clear @ vicw of the muvements of the vartous companies of the * LORII'S IHHOST." The precept, * Look
ttol cvery man on his own things, but every man also on the things of uthers,” has, it is cunceiced, a very important
application to the intercourse of denominations. Whenever this precest ts acted upon to the extent it should be, by
the sects, the absurd an iniguslous misrepresentations of which they are now guiliy, when speaking of eack other,

scill all be taid aside; and with them will pass away the painful keart-barnings of whick they are now the cause.

Wobements of Organizations.

From the News of the Churches.
ANNIVERSARY MEBTINGS.
SUNDAY-SCIIO0L UNION.

The annual n.ecting of this socicty was held unj
May 3,—F. Crossley, Esq., M.P., for Halifex, in thej
chair. The mecting was, as usueal, densely crowded.
Mr. W. 1L Watson read extracts from the report,
which stated that—

“The grants made by the committee in aid of!
foreign schools have been sent to France, Australia,
New Zealand, Canada, and cspecially to various parts)
of the West Indies, where Christian education is}
being extensively prosecuted under many outward
disadvaantages, which call for much sympathy and
aid. It bas afforded the committee great pleasure to
wituess the eacrgy with which the Paris Sunday-|
school Socicty is pursuing its labor, where the exist-|
ence of nearly 300 evangelical Sunday schools have
been already ascertained. During the last year a
union, under the title of the New South Wales Sun-
day school Union, has been formed at Sydney, and
the committee were agreeably surprised, ashort time
since, by receiving from Mclbourne, South Australia,
an order for books amounting to £300. The com-
mittce have also sought, as far as lay in their power,
to promote the cstablishment of & union in every
town of adequate size, so as to form a centre of Sun-
day school influence for the sarrounding district;
and they aimed to secure & systematic visitation of’
existing Unions once in two years, as a means od
keeping themin o state of healthful activity. They

'Devembcr, 1854, slightly cxceeded those of the pre-
_ leeding year, and amounted to £10,819, 25. 9d. The

committee believe that very few persons have the
slightest idea of the very little pecuniary support
given to the Union. The sum received on account
of the behevolent fund of the Union during the past
year, including the collection at the last annual
meeting, subscriptions and donations, and a small
legacy, only amounted to £357, 1ls. 1d., while tho
committee have been celled upon to make sixteen
grants in aid of the crection of new school-rooms,
amounting to £205, 10s.; to grant 217 lending li-
brarics at one-third of the retail prices, being =& gif¥
to the schools of £487, 7s. 2d.; to expend more than
£200 in books and money in aid of schools; to sus-
tain a system of visitation throughout the country;
and to provide a library of circulation and reference,
and a reading-room for teachers, at 2 nominal sub-
scription of 1s. per annum. The result has becn,
that after taking into account the profit made on
the business, the balance of £741, 10s., which stood
against the beaevolent fund of the Union at the com-
mencement of the year, has been increased to £805,
7s. 10d.,, and will be still further augmented, unless
pecuniary suppordis yiclded.”

COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.—CONGREGATIONAL.

The Committee of this Society state in their Re-
port to the Congregational Union :—

% The colonics continue to attract & Iarge measure
of public attention. Parliament is intentin devising
constitutions for their government, merchants in sup-
plying them with the necessaries and even the laxur-

have further sought to secure an enlarged use of thejies of ife, which they have done to an extent that
press, and greatly increased efforts to promote the hasunhappily occasioned great embarrassment to all
circulation and regular use of tho publications of thethe parties concerned. The Committee of the Co-
Uuion. Notwilhstanding the influcnce of many un- lonial Missionary Society desire with equal zeal to
fovorable circumstances affecting trade in gencral, provide for the spiritual necessitics of these rapidly
tho sales at the depository for tho year ending 3lstjincreasing communities, They decply lament that



90 THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

the resources placed at their disposal have been in-
adequate to meet the urgent appenls which have
been addressed to them from Austrnlia, the Cape of
Good Hope, and British North America. During the
past year they have been able to send but two ad-
ditional agents, and selected two others, who in a few
days will depart to their destination. More than 100
brethren are now faithtully laboring in the different
colonies of the British crown, the greater part of
whom were either sent out by the society from Brit-
ain, or trained for the ministry in the country. A
large portion of these are now entirely independent
of the society, and not a few are zealously laboring
with it to extend the gospel to the ‘regions beyond.’
The income of the society for the past year has
amounted to £5333. Though this is 2 considerable
advance on its a* 2rage income until the last four or
five years, it is still far below the nccessities of the
case. The Committee have, therefore, resolved to
oxert their utmost encrgies to raise the income of the
socicty to £10,000, which, with the generous aid of
the churches in town and country, they think it may
not be difficult to accomplish. The expenditure for
the year has amounted to £6060. The Committee
felt intensely the disadvantage of commencing ano-
ther year with a debit balance. They have, how-
ever, the utmost confidence in the zeal and liberality
of the churches; and fee! pursunaded that the deep
interest universally expressed in the operations of the
socicty will soon relieve them from the anxicties
which anexhausted exchequer cani.ot fail to excite.”

The meceting of this society was held at Poultry
Chapel,—J. Cheetham, Esq., M.P., in the chair. It
was addressed by Edward Baxter, Esq., M.P., Rev,
Dr. Archer, Rev. Dr. Brown, Cheltenham, Rev. An-
drew Reed, Norwich, and Rev. J. Stoughton The
following appeal nnd reference to passing events was
made by Mr. Reed :— :

« One of the ablest ministers in the north, who had
recently departed this life, the Rev. Jobn Glyde, of
Bradford, said. when reclining on his dying bed,
« Higher! higher!” Those who stood near him,
mistaking his expression, raised him higher in the
bed. *No,’ said he, faiutly, ‘Higher! hi~her! Ex-
Excelsior! excelsior!” and his spirit winged its way
to Heaven. What he said as he died, that he had
Jived. His constant aspiration while in this world
was to ascend higler and higher in spirituality of
thought and action; and it was this holy and blessed
spirit that was wanted in the churches. Did this
spirit prevail, socicties like the present would not
languish for want of funds. Christian usefulness
would be wonderously extended, and those who had
cried *Excelsior!” duringlife would depart with that
word upon their lips. The war in which they were
engaged, they were told, would absorb & sum which
was estimated as being equivalenwsto the savings of
the nation fora year. This was disheartening. But
let not that spirit creep into the Christian world;
there was a gr 2t danger of its doing so. This war
would make us feel more than ever our dependence
upon God, who alone could protect us; and he
trusted that one of its effects would be to extend the
kingdom of Christ in many directions, as it would be
sure to extend men’s knowledge in a geographical
and other points of view. There was something in
war which, lihe other severc operations, overcome
obstacles which had previously proved insuperable,
and which, in fact, nothing else could have got
through. The ailiance with France, too, would have
gnod cffects. The Napoleons had never been sincere
sympathisers with Popery; and they had had too
much Huguenot instruction, too much liberty; they
were suspoected by the Pope. The prospects of Pro-

testantism were therefore hopeful. Tho events which
were now transpiring were doing much to excits
thought, and to stimulate inquiry; hence the im-
portaunce of pouring into our colonizl dependencics
the blessings of the gospel of Christ. The presens
race of colonists were anxious for the continuance
of those religious privileges they enjoyed in their
futherland ; and they ought to be at once attended
to; because, if the present generation was neglected,
the next would be without the traditions and sym-
pathies of the present, and could have no such de-
sires as those which in the present generation so
greatly facilitated the spread of the gospel. 1le en-
treated them, therefore, not to let history have to
record respecting them, that they had been weighed

in the balance and found wanting,~—self-indulgent,
careless, wanting in God's great day.”

CHURCH COURTS AND UNIONS.
BAPTIST UNION.

The forty-third annual session of thisorganization
was held on the 20th April,—the Hon. and Rev. Bap~
tist W. Noel in the chair.

The report stated that the whole gain to the Union
last year amounted to 23 churches. The total gain
of members on 1045 churches had been 1716.  This
increase afforded an average of 13—an augmentation,

the Committee were happy to say, on the year 1852
and 1853. In addition to the usual analysis of the
association returns, the Committee had endeavored
to procure from the Churches the triennial returns
which, for a considerable periog, had becn solicited.
About 1357 churches bad responded to this request,
and an analysis of the returns afforded the following
facts :—826 churches reported & clear increuse, 289
reported the increase and decrease equanl, and 242
reported a larger decrease than increase. The clear
increase on 826 churches amounted to 5990; but,
deducting 1457, the number by which 242 churches
had dimished, the total clear increase was 4533, or
an average of 3% on the reporting churches. With
respect to the apparent diminution of the churches,
it was but just o say, that in several cases this was
only apparent, and not real, being occasioned by
large draughts for the formation of new churches,
and constituting rather & movement of members
within the body than a departure of members
from it.

After touching on the movemcnts made by the
Committec with regard to royal proclamations and
abolition of church-rates, the report coneludes by
noticing the sutistactory financial state of the Union.
The cash account showed a balance of £2, 10s., due
to the treasurer.

Among the resolutions passed was the following :
“That the Union sympathises with the fecling of
discomfort aud dissatisfuction which has so exten-
sively prevailed among the churches in relution to
the recent royal proclamation enjoining a religious
observance,—proclamations, by the phraseology of
which Nonconformists are so placed as to seem,
cither by their compliance to recognise in religion an
authority which they conscientiously repudiate, or
by their non-compliance to treat religion itself with
contempt or indifference.

' That the Union therefore declares, that, in com-
mon with their fellow-Christians of cvery denomi-
nation, in and out of the Establishment, the Baptist

churches maintain the duty and privilege of prayer
for kings and all that are in authority, and are al-
ways ready to unite with their brethrdn in special
seasons of prayer for the national welfare; but they
respectfully entreat the government not to continue
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in royal proclamations the usc of pbraseology whieh
is merely o lingering remnant of times of religious
intolerance long and happily gone by, and which
has at the present period no proper meaning or ap-
plicability.”

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ENGLAND AND WALRES.

The tweaty-fifth annual meeting of the Congrega-
tional Union touk place on the 8th May. The at-
tendance was greater than on any former occasion.

The Rev. Dr. [alley, of Manchester, presided, and
delivered the opening address. He veviewed the
history of the body for the quarter of a century
during which the Union bad existed, and character-
ised the influence whicl it had exerted both on the
Congregational body and on the community at large.
The following passage, relating to the theology of the
Congregational body, will be read with much in-
terest i—

“In our theology, as compared with that which
prevailed in the recolluction of our elderly ministers,
there is less of the systematic, the logical, and the
metaphysical. The change may not be very great,
but we are a great deal the better for it. We feel
more frecdom, and we are using our freedom to good
purpose. Our faith in the spirit and in the letter of
Scripture is just where it was, as rovted and ground-
ed as ever. But when we come to inferential reason-
ing from Scripture, or metaphysical reasoning on
doctrinal subjects, we feel that fuith in God's Word
is far better than faith in our logic. God's Word is
truth; but our inferences from it may be very fal-
lacious, cspecially when we get infereuce from in-
ference, until we arrive at a conclusion so far from
she text, that the inspired writers could not have been
thinking of it wlen they penned the words.

#So we acted with regard to making »ll our doc-
trines cxactly smouth and well-compacted at their
joining, as if every article of our faith must cxactly
correspond with every other, without the slightest
apparent discrepancy. A few years since, it was
not well uaderstood that divine truthes may be firm-
1y believed without our being able to connect them
togetherin a mutually-dependent and well-compacted
system. Doctrines were then deemed to be of great
importance if they only served as convenient liga-
tures to bind together the several limbs of the theo-
logical skeleton.  We do not say that any truths can
be really inconsistent with one another; but we do
gay, that the connecting principle may not be dis-
covered by the intellectual power of man; or, if it
be discovered by human sagacity, the discovery is
not to be armed swith the authority of & divine re-
velation.

#The illustration of what T have said may possibly
be found in the prevalence, some years since, of the
New England theology among us. 1} more readily
adduce my illustration from this source, because I
am a firm believer in its principles, although I dare
not clevate them to the rank of authoritative staud-
ards in the church of Christ.

# How methodically and firmly was the Calvinism
of that school built upon the foundation of phileso-
phical necessity! While one or two texts from St.
Paul were oceasionally adduced, whole pages of close
and compact reasoning about motive and causation
were made to determine the question of the decretive
purpose of God in the 3alvation of men. Instead of
Luther’s bondage of the will—the old Augustinian
doctrine of innate and helpless depravity—we had a
philosopbical necessity equally affecting all good
and evil beingsin the universe. A liberty of will,
according to the theology of Edwards, involved in

its consequences, not ouly Arminianism, but even
atheism, for, according to his doctrine of causation,
if volitions came into being without cause, so equally
may worlds. I do not know that he has ever been:
refuted; but I do know there are many Calvinists
among us who repudiate his doctrine of necessity,
and some evangelical men who demur altogether ta
the name of Calvinists, and a few holding a mild and
wmodified Arminian theology,—recent couverts from
Methodism, — who, renouncing the ccclesiastical
order of Wesley, do not, at the same time, disavow
his doctrinal views. These men exercise their minis-
try freely among us, if called thereto Jby any of our
churches. They maintain eery firmly (although
some of us may think not very consistently) the ab-
solute necessity of divineinfluence in the conversion
of sinncrs.

“Nor can it be denied, that the Calvinism now ex-
isting among us has Iaid aside many of the peculi-
arities it learned in New England—the stern and
repulsive aspect,—its lofty and unpopular bearing,—
s hard phirascology, borrowed from Locke and
Hartley, rather than from Paul and Jobn. We have
it essentially the same, but a more powerful instra-
ment of popular address, and far better adapted ta
the practical character of the present time. In say-
ing this, I cannot refrain from paying a slight tribute
of atfection and regard to one whose name, I doubf
not, has been mentioned on a previous occasion, for
he died before your last anniversary,—I mean Dr.
Wardluw, who probably has done more than any
other divine to bring about this change in the gene-
rul aspect of our Calvinism, by his very lucid illus-
trations of theextentof the atonement. And if with
his I might associate the name of another, who,
more acute indeed, if not more profound, and certain-
1y not less lucid, has done for us similar or even su-
perior gervice in respect to the province of God's
Spirit in the conversion of sinners,~I mean Dr.
Payne,~I shall sufficiently indicate my meaning
when I say our theology has in its popular character
reccived some modifications in our own time. If it
be said, Dr. Payne was no mean disciple of the
school of Edwards,—for he understood New England
well, and loved it much,—I reply, so much the bettef
for my illustration, for in him we have an instance of
one of the straitest sects of our religion among the
most free and evangelical in the application of the
truth to the waants, the responsibilities, and the cone
science of all men.

“ A word or two respecting the tendency of these
and similar charges. Too evident it undoubtedly is
that changes seldom stay at the right point. Oscil-
lation is the type of our movements. I should be
gorry to see Arminianism, however mild and evan-
gelical, the staple of our divinity, the teaching of oup
colleges, or the doctrine of our pulpits. 1 say this,
not because I deny its truth (though this, by the way,
{ do), but because I fear its tendency. Although 1
cannot make Calvinism, in any form, a term of come
saunion, yet 1 observe, whenever I lookin the history
of the church, that an Arminian theology leais by
a gradual process to an Arian creed, and that agai
by o speedier movement, to Socinian negations. ni
have not time to analyse the process of declension.
I do not know that I am able. But when I look sf
the Lutherans of Germany, after they came under the
influence of the mild semi-Pelagisnism of Melancthon,
or the Remonstrants of Holland, or the Presbyteriang
and General Baptists of England, or smaller bodies,
both in Europe and America, I should have great fesp
for the evangelical truth of our denomination, were
I to hear the theology of Arminius or Wesloy giving
its utterances gencrally in our pulpits.”
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Report of the Union.—The Secretary’s report, as
usual, touched on the leading points of interest in
the history of the Congressional body during the
year. It referred to intercourse maintained with
other churches, particularly the Congressional Union
of America; to correspondence had with the strug-
gling churchies of the Continent; to deputations sent
to the German Kirchentag, the French Lvangelical
Union, and the Congregational Union of Scotland;
to opportunitics taken to uphold the the principles of|
the denomination, in reference to the terms of the
royal proclamation on the fast, church rates, &¢.; to
the necessity of making greater exertions for the
evangelization of Wales; to the progress of the de-
nominational literaturc? and concluded by carnestly
pressing the solemn r-sponsibility of the brethren in
connection with the aspect of the times.

Iymn-Books.—Considerable discussion took place
on the report of a committee on a hymn-book, who
stated that in reply to a circular whether the congre-
gations would prefer one comprehensive book in pre-
ference to Dr. Watts' Psalms and Hymns, with an
appendix such as the Congregational Hymn-Book,
500 answers had been received, much the greater
part cordially approving of the proposal. The Union
approved of the report, and took steps accordingly ;
Mr. Conder expressing at some length his fear that
Dr. Watts might be thrown overboard, and the very
great evils that might result therefrom.

The Periodicals.— The periodicals maintained by
the Union (Clristian Witness and Christian’s Penny
Hagazine) had uot enjoyed so great prosperity this
year as on some former years,—a circumstance easily
nccounted for in the present state of the country.
Nevertheless, the prolits amounted to £513, 17s. 2d.,
wwhich sum hed been made available for their Aged
Ministers’ and Widows' Fund. For this they were
mainly indebted to the zealous exertions of Dr.
Campbell, the editor of the magazines.

Mussichary Schemes and Proceedings.—The virious
missionary schemes in which the Congregationalists
are engaged occupied the main share of the time of
the meeting. These will be found to have been
noticed under their proper heads, either in this or in
the last number of the News of the Churches. The
Congregational Board of Education, Continental So-
ciety, Home, Irish, and Colonial Missions, are af-
filiated with the Union, and brief reports from them
are submitted to the meeting ; but the chief procecd-
ings of these socicties take place at public meetings.
“We have acccrdingly noticed them under the head of
Anniversary Meetings.

8YNOD OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN COURCH.

This court held its sittings in Edinburgh, and was
opened on the 7th May, by a sermon from the late
moderator, the Rev. Thomas Neilson of Rothesay,
<vhich he was afterwards requested to publish.

Among several matters of routine, we observe that
the Hall Committee, in reporting on the new arrange-
ments for the theological seminary, brings out an en-
couraging increase of students for the past year. The
Committee on Ministerial Support, which is charged
with the duty of raising small stipends to the mini-
mum of £100 with manse, indicate their expectations,
from the increasing support given to the fund, that it
may rise soon to a minimum of £150. In an inter-
esting report on the Mission to the Jews in London,
it-was stated in the language of the missionary, Dr.
Cunningham :—

¢ And now is proposed the question,—How has the
‘Word been received? Answer.—The reception
given to it has been varied ; but I believe, upon the

whole, with somewhat decreasing hostility. By
some it i3 always steadfastly resisted. By numbers,
its precious truths have been individually admitted ;
and perhaps by others who are either living or dead,
it has been reccived in faith and love. During the
iast year, the doctrine of the fact and sovereignty of
divine grace, has been admitted by at least two of
the people ; the necessity of God's righteousness in
order to salvation, has been acknowledged by a
female ; the high claims of the New Testament on
our belief, by another; the fact that Messinh is pre-
dicted in various passages of the prophets, not so in-
terpreted Ly the Jewish writers, has been acknow-
ledged by numbers; the divinity of the Messiah is
acknowledged by a youth; and the leading doctrines
of the gospel are quietly admitted as true by num-
bers of the young and tender; and fresh views of
divir;lo truth are in some way or other contemplated
by all.”

The report on Foreign Missions so far as tho sta-
tion in New Zealand is concerned, was somewhat ais-
couraging. The natives had removed in consider-
able numbers from the district, and the missionary
complains of the spiritual indifference of those who
remain. On the other hand, the New Hebrides
Mission appears so ilourishing, that the court have
resolved to send out an additional missionary :—

“Your committee regard it as very wonderful,
while to all the members of the church it is a matter
for devout thankfulness, that out of a2 population of
about 1800 persons, who have been so recent!y—all
of them—in the depths of darkest heathenism, fully
one half, or about 900 persons, have renounced their
1dols, and have placed themsclves at the feet of the
missionary, to be taught the knowledge and the ser-
vice of the one true God, and how to be saved from
the wrath to come. This is the present state of mat-
terg, on Mr. Inglis' end of the island ; and the work
is still more advanced on the southern end, where
Mr. Geddie labors. The attendance at school is not,
as in favored portions of the old country, from twelve
to fifteen per cent., but from sixty to seventy per
cent., — threc generations being ‘not unfrequently
found in the same class, the grandfathers, with their
newly-acquired spectacles, running a dubious race
for literary distinction with their sharp-cyed grand-
children. The people have surrendered their idols,
a collection of which, we are informed, is on its way
to this country, that we may see what sort of gods
they were taught to worship. They have testified
their regard to the gospel by their ready obedicnco
to the missionary, and by enduring continuous and
arduous labor to which it is well known savages
have the strongest repugnance. They are rendering,
perhaps, still more costly sacrifices to the power of
truth, in relinquishing their long cherished but
abominable and wicked heathen customs,— their
polygamy, and other unchaste practices, their in-~
fanticide, the strangulation of widows, and their
hereditary feuds, and bloody wars. Each of the
missionaries has had the privilege of organising a
congregation some time ago, with good prospects of

increase, there being, at the date of the latest report, ™
cleven native converts at Mr, Inglis's station, and ~

twenty-three at Mr. Geddie’s. At the latter station
there were, besides, cightcen candidates for admission
under o course of preparatory instruction. Mean-
while, the gospel leaven appears to be spreading and
pervading the mass of heathenism which remains in
the island, encouraging the hope that, at no distans
period, the whole community will be prepared to
yicld subjection to the sceptre of Clirist. Surely wo
may take up the languageof the ancient church, and
exclaim : ¢This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvel~
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Yous in our eyes. Tho Lord hath done great things
for us, Whereof we arv glad.’”

The court, at the suggestion of the Commititee on
the Signs of Times, unanimously adopted the follow-
ing resolutions ou the Public-Houses Act:—

1. That the law recently enacted by the legisia-
ture, called the Public-Houses Act, by which the
selling of strong drink on week-days is greatly limit-
cd, and the sale entirely prokibited on the Sabbath-
day, is, in the estimation of this Synod, a law right
in principle, and fitted, when faithfully ndministered,
to produce admirable effects in the way both of
cheeking the sin of drunkenness, and preventing the
flagrant violation of the Sabbath-Gay. °

«2, That it has now been in operation for nearly
twelve months, and that there is abundani and de-
cisive evidence that already it has produced results
of the most gratifying description, in promoting the
quiet of the Sabbath-day, and on other days of the
week,—and in lessening, to a very large amount, the
anmber of persons confined iu prison.

«3, That the continued wyperation of this measure
is a thing to be desired by every loverof his country,
and every friend of religion and morality,—that the
Syunod would depricate in the strongest manaer any-
thing calculated to wealen its power, or to interfere
with its faithful administration,—and would, at the
same time, carnestly desire that the advantage of a
similar weasure should be speedily extended to the
whole empire.”

SYNOD OF UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIL

The Synod of the United Presbyterian Church met
in the Synod Hall, Queen Street, Edinburgh, on the
evening of Monday, 7th May. The Rev. Dr. William
Johnson, of Limekilns, the retiring modecrator, de-
livered the opening sermon from Ps, exxii. 9, T will
seek thy good.” After public worship the Synod
was constituted, and procceded to the choice of a
moderator. On the motion of Dr. Joseph Brown,
Dalieith, carried by acclamation, the Rev. Professor
M'Michael, D.D., Dunfermline, was chosen moderator
for the session.

Internal Administration.—Since the meeting in May
1854, seven ministers have been moved by death, 12
have demitted their charges, 1 hag been traunslated, 1
inducted, 1 suspended sire die, and one deposed.
Twenty-two prolbationers have been ordained, of
whom one is & missionary to Jamaica; 33 have been
placed on the roll of probationers.

Applications for Admission to the Church.—Applica-
tions were received from several ministers and
preachers, which were agreed to.

, The application of the Rev. Alexander Rutherford,
late of the Evangelical Union Church, and formerly
minister of the First Associate Congregation, Falkirk,
excited some discussion. Mr. Rutherford, who was
formerly in the Secession Church, has for twelve
years been a prominent minister of the Morisonian,
or high Arminian body.

% At the instance of the Synod, Mr. Rutherford rose
nd said, his application was, that suspension should
e removed, and that he should be restored to the
office of a minister in the church. He exceedingly
regretted the ambiguity of the prayer of his petition.
The reason of it was, that his mind was in dc'-¢ at
the time when he saw it hiz duty to sendin an ac-
knowledgment to the presbytery. He then saw his
way clear only to one point, snd that was to appear
before the presbytery and say that ho had seen it his
duty to acknowledge his error. H~ -wished to have
tho time that clapsed between August and May to
consider whether or not it would be better to apply

to be admitied into this church, or perhaps to some
other church. That point he had now considered,
and with the permission of the Synod, he would like
the prayer of the memorial to be that the suspension
be removed, and that he be restored to the office of
o minister of this church.

The admission of Mr. Rutherford being then agreed
on, tho Moderator addressed him in the following
terms i~ [ have much pleasure in stating to you, in
a public manner, that the prayer of your petition has
been answered by this church, that the scotenco of
sugpension has been removed, and that you are now
restored to the full status of & minister in connection
with it. Not only so, but this deed has been done
unanimously, and uot only unanimously, but in the
most cordial mauner. T think, sir, that all of uswho
know you are satisfied that whatever errors you may
have committed in connection with this subject, were
errors of judgment,—that youhave been always con-
scientious in the changes of opinion that have taker
place; and for my own part, muchag yqu have erred
in this matter, I feel my heart warmed to see the full
and frank manner in which you have come forward
and declared that, as an honest man, you have now
changed your opinions, and wish to come back to the
bosom of that church from which you had been
estranged. It does you much éredit that you not only
retracted your opinions, but had the manliness and
moral courage to come forward and ask re-admission
into that church with which you were formerly
connected.”

Mr. Cowper having intimated, in answer to a ques-
tion from the Synod, that the Reformed Church,
United States, with which he was formerly connected
did notsympathisewith slavery, and his own personal
ablhorrence of it, his admission was unammously
agreed to.

In regard to the only remaining applicatian, that
of Mr. William Anderson, it was agreed, ¢ That the
Synod remit the case of Mr. Anderson to the Aber-
deen Presbytery, with an instruction to examine him
on his literary and theological attainments, and, if
satisfied, torecommend him for admission to the
senior classes of the Theological Hall.”

Proposed Union with Associate Presbytery of Ireland,
—Dr. Robson suggested that the Synod should take
some step towardsa Union with the Associate Presby-
tery of Ireland, whose representative, Dr. M'Intyre,
had at & previous sederunt been asked to correspond.
Any difficulties which previously existed were now
almost, if not altogether, removed. In Dr.M’Intyre’s
name he had to ask that the consideration of the
matter should be remitted to the Presbytery of Glas-
gow, through whomthe subject was formerly brought
before the Synod. .

The subject was accordingly remitted to tho Preshy~
tery of Glasgow.

Summary of Principles—The question as to the
Synod adopting & Summary of Principles, prepared
and submitted by a Committee, steod over by ad-.
journment from last meeting  Mr. MiLeor, Strath-
aven, now opened the discussion, and moved :—
“That having taken the proposed Summary of
Principles into consideration, the Synod agree to.
proczed no farther in this matter at preseat.” Dr.
M'Kerrow, Bridge of Teith, moved.: “That the Synod,.
without entering on a minute examination of the
Summary prepared by the Committee, approve of it
as fitted to promote the end in view in its preparatjon,
namely, that of affording, especially to persons seek~
ing admission into the fellowship of the church, a
distinct account of its rise and past history, and of
the views of divino truth which it holds; and autho-

rise the publication of the Summary in & cheap form
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for general circulation. At the same time, the Sy nod'of Creich, in Sutherlandshire, was objected to by tho

declares that the Summary is not to be |egnrded in
any respect as an addition to, or as superscding the
recognised subordinate standards of the church,

‘which remain as stated in the Basis of the Union.”,
After some discussion, the two motions were put by character deficient.

the Moderator, when that of Dr. M Kerrow was carried
-by an overwhelming majority.

A Committee, consnstmg of Dr. Smart, Dr. arper,
ministers, and J. Young, with Mr. Peddlc as con-
vener, was appointed to superintend the printing of
the Summary, and was instructed to prefix to the
scries of questions composing the formula at the end
of it, the following heading:—“Questions which,
without having been formally prescribed by the Sy-
nod, may be proposed to appheants for admission into
the Church.”

Financial Missionary Statements.—The following is
the financial statement for the past year:—

The receipts for the Howe Mi-sion Fund were . £6,320 0 0
And for the Foreign, . . . . 14,230 4 8

l\hklng altogether o e L0550 4 &
In addition to 1,950 7 0

Qollected for the pnntlng and cxrculadon of (,hinesc
Testaments. ——
Amounting in all to . . . . £22401 11 8
A larger sum by £2200 than raised by our church
Sor missionary purpoaes during any preceding year.
While the expenditure for Homc operations  has
been . L380219 7
12,609 19 7

. .

And for Forelgn . N . .

Together . . X1067219 2
To which add the Chmcse 'l‘estamcm moncy xc—
mitted - . . 51 7 0

Making the whole expenditure . L 6 2

GRXERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND.

The , members of the General Assembly met as
wsual in St. Giles® church, Edinburgh, on the 24th
May. Lord Belhaven was present as her Majesty's
Commissioner. The Rev. Dr. Grant, of St. Mary's,
-preached from Matthew xix. 28. The assembly was
then constituted by prayer by the retiring moderator,
and the Rev. Dr. Bell of Linlithgow was unanimous-
1y elected to the chair. The assembly continued to
sit till Monday, the 4th June. The principal pro-
ecedings may be noticed under the following di-
visions :—I. Internal Cundition and Arrangements;
II. Missionary and Educational Schemes; III. Re-
Jations to Foreign Churches; IV. Public Questions
.and Miscellancous.

I —INTERNAL CONDITION AND ARRANGEMENTS.

1. Caseof Mr. Duff, of South ILeith.--A consider-
able portion of time was occupied in the discussion
«of certain preliminary points connected with the
prosecution of the Rev. H. Duff, for immoral and
Jrregular condust, now going on before the Presby-
fery of Edmbur"h The subject did not come before
the Assembly on the merits, which are still subd judice.

2. Case of Mr. Goodsir—Mr. Goodsir was for-
serly & parish minister of the church, but, having
gome doctrinal difficultics, resigned. He had applied
fo the kirk-session of the congrcﬂatlon he was now
fo connection with, for aid in reconciling certain
Jparts of the Confession of Faith with the Greek
New Testament. This request has been declined, on
the ground that such was not the business of a kirk-
gession, and that Mr. Goodsir had declined the aid of
tho clergyman cf the congregation. The Assembly
afirmed this decision.

s Case of Disputed Settlement—Creich.—~The Rev.
James Gunn, who had been presented to the parish

"parishioners, on various grounds; ameng the rest,
beceause his style of preaching was loose, uneditying,

'and unimpressive,—his prayers cold and formal,—

his Gaelic unintelligible,—and his former ministerial
The Assembly sustained some
of thuse objections, and by a majority of §3 to 18
carried a motion against proceeding with the settle-
ment of Mr. Gunn.

4. FElectton of an Agent.—The lamented death of
Mr. William Young, W.S,, having caused a vacancy
in the office of agent for the church, a considerablo
amount of conversation took place as to the future
duties and emoluments of the oflice. These having
been generally agreed to, Mr. J. Beatson Bell, W.S.,
Idinburgh, was elected by 8 majority to the vacant
post.

5. Applications Jor Admission to the Church.—An
application was received from the Rev. James Dick-
son, formerly & minister of the Free Church, for re-
admission. ~ The Assembly considered that sufficient
information had not been furnished them as to the for-
mer character of the applicant, and delayed the case.
A similar application from the Rev. V. Strauchon,
formerly of Gibraltar, was.likewise delayed.

6. Widows' and Orphans' Funds.—Reports wero
given in respecting these funds, which showed that
they were in asatisfactory condition; but no material
change had occurred regarding them.

7. Chapel Debls.—It was reported that, in addition
to a munificent bequest of £2000 by the lite Mr.
MWFie in aid of this object, £1100 had been raised
during the year, and, acting on the rule of giving
aid only to thosc who were making efforts to clear
their debt, several chapels bad been set entirely free.

8. ZT'heological Z'ruining.—An overturc from the
Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale in fuvor of the es-
tablishment of a more full and regular course of the-
ological training, and one from the Presbytery of
Linlithgow anent the superintendence of students
and preachers, werc remitted to a committee.

IL——MISSJIONARY AND EDUCATIONAL SCHEMES.

1. Management of the Schemes. — A report was
given in by a committee appuinted at a former As-
sembly, suggesting  variety of changes in the modo
of admiunistering the general business, and the prin-
cipal affairs of the different schemes. The repors
pointed to a general consulidation of the manage-
nent, but it was agreed to re-appoint the commiittee,
who were to give further attention to the sulject,
and report to next assembly. The report was gene-
rally approved of, Mr. Phin dissenting on the ground
that it did not go far enough.

2. Missionary Record.—Dr. Anderson, of Newburgh,
made some suggestions with the view of adding ip-
terest to the Musswnary Record :—

¢ OQur missionaries were all men of education, who
had gone the round of the stiences, and had oppor-
tunities during their college curriculum of becoming
acquainted with every branch of interesting rescarch,
and he wanted them just to apply their studies by
sending from time to time reports of the natural hi?
tory and ink vesting physical features of the countrie
in which they -vere stationed, more especially upon
all that bore upon the antiquities of inen, the lan-
guages, and the arts.  We owe to the missionariesof
the Romish Church, our first acquaintance with China
and other Oriental nations,and we cannot forget that
to two missionaries, while pursuing their higher ob-
jects, Europe is indebted for its knowledge of decimal
notations, and the immortal work, ‘Euclid’s Ele-
ments,’ first transinted from the Arabic into Latin,

by the Abbé Adhcland,in the eleventh century., And
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if these things were done in the dark ages, what
might not be expected in this age of light and know-
ledge. He d'd not want onrmissionaries to abandon
in anv degree their more peculinr duties. But the
two things surely were not incompatible. Science
and religion can be made to go hand in hand, and,
stationed so apportunely as they were in so maay
new ficlds of research, he doubted not but matters
of the most interesting and readable kind could be
furnished. What was it, we would ask, which im-
parted sneht a charm to the works of Kitto, now in
everybody's handz, but his beautiful delineations
and graphic descriptions of the land of the Bible, in
all its varied features of rural towus, and craggy de-
gerts, and remarkable vegetation, and wondrous
scenery. ITuving referred to some interesting details
conunected with Ceylon, Nassau, Athens, America, and
other missionary stations, the reverend doctor con-
cluded by earnestly pressing the subject upon the at-
tentive consideration of the Committee, and by ex-
pressing a conviction that in this age, pre-cminent
above all others in the desire and facilities of scien-

tific acquisition, they had at their command a staff of |increase.

literary officers who would not only revive the char-
acter of the Record, but add to the resources of the
church, and increase the interest of the public in all
its schemes.”

3. Reports of the several S:hemes—(1.) The Jew-

(sl Scheme—Mr, Tait, Kirkliston, read the report of[scheme,

the Committee for the Courversion of the Jews. It
commenced by referring to Cochin, whence Mr. La-
scron, who addressed the Assembly last year, had
returned, and where Mr. James Bonthorne, who had
been appointed his colleague in the work there, more
especinlly with reference to the heathen population
in this locality (though associated with Mr. Laseron
in hislabors, and supported by the Jewish Committec)
had arrived. The mission and schools had some-
what sufiered from Mr. Laseron’s absence, but were
again giving indications of decided improvement.
The missionaries at Carlsruhe, Darmstadt and Speyer,
were steadily prosecuting their work, and occasionally
perceiving the fruits of theirlabors. The Committee,
in last report, intimated that their attention had been
dirccted to Paris as an eligible ficld of labor among
the Jews. Their attempts, however, to procurc 2
suitable missionary had not yet been successful.
This subject would, however, continue to engage the
anxious attention of the Committee. The schools at
Cochin and elsewhere, supported by the Ladies’ As-
gocintion for the Education of Jewish Females, con-
tinued to prosper. The Committee regretted to re-
port a serious diminution of income. Their whole
income for the year was £2831, 3s. 2d., and the ex-
penditure £3396, 15s. 5d. Last year their income
was £356 more, and their expenditure £980 less.

once told bim that no such impression would eves
enter into his mind; that he would hold out the-
right hand of fellowship to any missionary from this
churel, as he had done to all the missionaries of the
reformed Christian church from wheresoever they
had come. This statement he (Dr. Aiton) thought
should dispel all such hesitation as the Committes
had expressed on thissubject. The rev. doctor, after-
referring to the importance of Jerusalem as a key te-
Syria and the East, expressed his belief that this en-
terprise would so pepularise the scheme, that they
would have no difficulty whatever in raising the
necessary funds, to which he believed that large
additions would be made immediately that steps were
talten to carry out this proposal. The Assembly re-
mitted this proposal to the favorable consideration of’
the Committee.

(2.) The Home Mission.—Dr. Simpson, Kirknewton,.
read the annual report of the Home Mission Commit-
tee. It stated that the scheme was largely and effi-
ciently fulfilling its mission, and that its operations,.
as well as the fruits of these, continued to extend and
On the other hand, the Committee deeply
regretted that during the past year the ordinary re-
venue of the scheme had fallen off from that of the
previous year by upwards of £800, of which fully
£500 arose from a decrease in the amouat of church~
door collections, the chief source of income of the
With regard to the income and progress of”
the scheme, the report stated that, with the exception
of about a dozen, all the chapels throughout the
country, (upwards of 200) were now not only open,
but for the most part attended by large congregations,
uany of them exceeding a thousand in number.
Under the branches for “aiding unendowed churches,®’
and emrployment of probationers as missionaries, tha
Commuttee reported that grants had been voted last
year in aid of 47 unendowed churches to the amount
of £2077, 15s. 10d., and towards the suppart of 48
mission stations to the amount of £2060, 18s, 9d.
Eight applications had been sustained since the
close of the financial year, and others were still un-
der consideration. At present there were in all 98
places of worship receiving aid out of the funds of
the scheme to the annusl amount of about £4250..
Under the branch of Encouragement to Prumising
Young Men, three applications were made during the
past year to the Committee, and these, after duecon~
sideration, had been sustained. The report concluded
by appealing to the sympathy of the Assembly and
of the Church in behalf of the scheme, and for the.
means of enabling it to maintain and to increase it
operations.

(3.) Colonial Mission.—~Dr. Arnot, vice-convener,
read the Committee’s annual report, of which the
following is an abstract:—The statements received

In support of an overture for the establishment of] from time to time from Canada are at once interest-

o mission at Jerusalem, Dr. Aiton, Dolphinton, moved
that the Assembly remit the overture to the Com-
mittee, with instruction to appoint an ordained mis-
sionary to Jerusalem as soon as the services of a
properly qualified missionary could be obtaiced, and
838 soon as other circumstances would admit. Ife
stated that when he wasin Jerusalem, be had been
most hospitably and kindly entertained by the Eng-
lish bishop there. Ie had drawn the attention of the
bishop to the anomaly, that there was no representa-
tive of the Clhurch of Scotland in Jerusalem, and he
said, that when he went home he would promote
by every means in his power the sending out by this
Church of a missionary there. But first he asked
the bishop's udvice and concurrence, lest it should be
thought they wanted to compete instead of ¢o-oper-
ate with the pishop's agents there. The bishop at

ing and encouraging. The history of Queen’s Col-
lege, Kingston, continues to be satisfactory. During-
the past year two ministers educated there were ap-
pointed to charges in Canada. The Committee have,
as usual, received an annual statement from the
trustees, from which it appears that there are in re-
gular attendance in that institution fifty-four stu-
dents, of whom nearly two-thirds are being educated
for the church. There are fifty-three students in the
preparatory school.  On the subject of the clergy
reserves, the trustces state that the question is now
about to be brought to a final settlement, and that a
very considerable amount of revenue will be secured
to the ministers of the Synod, while the sum of £500
per asnum will, in all probability, be secured to
Queen’s College. The Committee have repeated their
grant of £300 in support of this institution. Qalg

~



96 THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

one minister, the Rev. Duncan Anderson, had been
sent out to Canada the last year. Two missionaries
have recently been appointed to the Synod of New

- Brunswick, viz., the Rev. Robert Stevenson and the

Rev. Peter Keay. But there is room tor many more.
From Prince Ldward’s Island there bave been re-
ccived many appeals to the Committey, puinting out
the openings in that island for additivnal ministers,
and urging the necessity of sending them. The Com-
mittee have done all in their power, by advertising
and otherwise, to induce preachers to engage in the
work of the colonial inission, but niih very partial
success. They very much regref that so few spenk-
ing the Gaelic language are found willing to go
abroad. Another missionary has been appointed to
Prince Edward’s Island, viz, the Rev. George Har-
per. It gives the Committee much pleasure to report
that the Synod of Nova Scotin, atter having been in
a state of abeyance for ten years, has been reconsti-
tuted. The scheme for sending young men to this
country to be educated for the ministry has proved
successful.  The Committee have this year distri-
buted among the students the sum of £136, trans-
mitted for that purpose. The report, after referring
to various other colonies, stated in regard to
Ceylon :—

& The Committee consider it properto report to the
Assembly that, by a resolution of the Legislative
Council of Ceylon, the stipend of the chaplain of the
Scotch church at Colombo has been reduced from
£500 to £450, which will materially affect the inte-
r st of the successor of the present incumbent. A
change has also been made by the same body on the
title of the Scotch churches in Ceylon from ¢ Church
of Scotland’ to *Presbyterian Church,” whereby the
appointment to the chaplaincey will be open to minis-
ters not belonging to the Church of Scotland.”

From recent accounts from Australia, the Com-
mittee are able to report that, with one exception, all
the ministers seat out last year are now settled in
different parts of that vast country. The Committee
are satisfied that they are now fully warranted in in-
viting the attention of licentiates to this great and
deeply important sphere of ministerial labour. The
appended abstract of accounts showed the income
last year to be £3,239, and the expenditure £2,467,
there being a capital fund in bauk of £8,236.

(4.) Foreign Missions.—The repusi referred to the
operations of the mission in Calcutta, nombay, and
Madras. At Calcutta several young men had been in
training for baptism, but, with one exception, they
had drawn back. At Madras cight baptisms bad
taken place. At all the stations large numbers of
youth were under instruction. A sum now amount-
ing to £1,50C had some time ago been generously
gifted by General and Mrs. Campbell of Lochnell, in
aid of a mission to the Sikbhs, and it was now pro-
posed to commence such a mission. In regard to
funds, the committee bad to report a considerable
deficiency,—the revenue for the year being £2,908
6s. 6d.

Dr. Charles, Kirkowan, formerly a minister at
Calcutte, in moving the adoption of the report, com-
plained of the inadequacy of the funds, whether as
compared with the resources of the members of the
church or the sums raised by other Christian bodies
sengaged in the same great work. Xe ascribed the
comparatively limited success of the mission to the
deficiency of the Church in faith, zeal, and earnest-
ness; and never, until she shook oft carnality, sel-
fishness, and sloth, attained a higher measure of
Christian life, and woke up to a higher sense of her
responsibilities, would she rise and shine as she
.ought ou a dark, troubled, and sin-lying carth. The

reverend doctor then spoke to the result of the efforts
of missionary labour in India, and expressed his con-
viction that the various agencies employed there were
telling on the native mind, in a way that sooner or
Iater must issue in the moral and spiritual regenera-
tion of the pecople.

(5.) Fndowed Scheme.~—Dr. Robertson gave in the
report of this scheme, which was chiefly financial,
and the substance of it is contained in the following
abstract :—

“ 1.. Church-door collections and subscriptions,
and donations to central fund, and donations and
subscriptions for particular churches, £4,520 3s. 0d.
2. Contributions in complement of full endowment
of seven churches, and in partial endowment of three
additional churches, £10,704; value of endowment
of additional church by his Grace the Duko of
Hamilton, £3,100. 3. Additional subscriptions in
Dumbartonshire, £369 10s. 4. Provincial subserip-
tions, viz., the Duke of Buccleuch, £500 ; the Duke
of Roxburgh, £600; the Earl of ITaddington, £400;
Lord Douglas, £2,000; an heritor in Fife, £3,000;
Mrs Bruce, of Falkland, £500; Sir James Fergusson
of Kilkerran, Bart., £500; Mr. Campbell of Blyths-
wood, for churches in Paisley, £400; James John-
stone, Esq. of Alva, £400; James Lumsden, Esq.,
Glasgow, £300; Thomas Erskine, Esq., of Linlathin,
£200; Peter White, Esq., Gla ow, £200;
Aitken, Esq.,, £200; Knox, Esq., Glasgow,
£100; Edward S. Gordon, Isq., advecate, £100;
the Earl of Leven and Melville, £200 (in all £9,600
of special subscriptions); the total subscriptions for
the year 1854-5 being thus £28,293 13s. ; and the
amount reported up to the Assembly of 1854 having
been £165,907 158 8d., the gross amount of sub-
scriptions to the scheme had now reached the sum of
£194,201 8s. 84.”

(6.) Education Scheme—~Dr. Cook, Iladdington,
gave in the report of this scheme. It stated that
irrespective of normal schools, there were 181
schools connected with this scheme, including 13
female schools. The number of scliolars was about
14,000. Of the 181 teachers, 59 hold Governwment
certificates.  The receipts of the Committee for all
purposes, including normal school fees and grants,
was £8,359 15s. 7d., and their expenditure £8,5689
14s. 1d. The ordinary income of the Committee had
somewhat fallen off. In the normal schools 187 pupil
teachers had been admitted, of whom 39 were
Queen’s scholars.

The report proceeded to give an abstract of Pres-
byterial returns regarding all the schools in Scotland
examined by Presbyteries throughout the year.
2,599 schools in all had been so examined, being 955
parochials, 62 burgh, 640 subscription, 415 endowed,
and 527 adventure. The number of children present
at the time of examination was 166,699, being an
average of 76 to parochial schools, and 61 to other
schools.

In regard to agricultural schools, the report
stated :—

“In September, 1853, Mr. W. A. Ross, after
having studied for some time in the Glasnevin Train-
ing School, near Dublin, opcned an agricultural
class, under the direction of the Committee, inthe
Edinburgh Normal School. Eleven students attended ;
and their progress was such as to qualify them to
undertake the charge of elementary schoois, in which
it may be desired that agriculturalinstruction should
be given. During the past year, the number of
students attending Mr. Ross’s lectures has increased
to thirty. It may now, therefore, be anticipated
that e considerable and steadily-increasing number
of teachers will annually leave the Edinburgh Normy

/
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School, able and willing to conduct industrial
scliools as scan as the state of the agricultural fund
will justify the extension of the sphere of opurations,
and enable the Committee to take advantage of their
services. In iast year's report, reference was made
to two Assembly schools into which agricultural in-
struction had been lintroduced, under qualified
teachers,—viz., Comiscross, in the parish of Sleat,
Skye; and Sabiston, in the parish of Birsay, Orkney.
Colbost school, in the p-rish of Duirinish, Skye, has
since been added to the number.”

The report states the results at these schools to
have demonstrated their great usefulness, and the
interest which is taken in them by the pupils attend-
ing; and particular reference is made to the present
flourishing condition of the school-garden at the
parish school of Eyemouth, Berwickshire. In this
parish, 1066 square yards were last year handed over
Dby the proprietor (Mr. D. Milne Home) for the purpo-
ses of n school garden, of which 216 square yards
have been devoted to walks and flower-borders, while
tLe remaining 830 have been divided into ten allot-
ments, and assigned to the best behaved and most
regular scholars. The profit derived from the
whole plot of ground, after deducting tne price of
seeds, &c., is £3 6s. 34d., being at the rate of no less
than £19 per acre.  The land, if 1ot for farming pur-
poses, might yield a rent perhaps of £2 10s. per acre.
The Sub-Committee earnestly hope that the future
contributions to the scheme will be to such an amount
as may cnable them to develop and carry out its ob-
jects more extensively.

—

GENERAL ASSEMBLY QOF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

The Assembly met at Canonmills, Edinburgh, on
Thursday, the 24th of May, and continued its sittings
till the 5th of June. The Assembly was opened by
public worship as usual,—The Rev. Dr. Grierson of
Errol, the retiring Moderator, preaching from Acts
xx. 28, “The church of God which he hath purchas-
ed with his own blood.” The Assembly unanimously
clected as Moderator the Rev. Dr. James Henderson,
of Fres St. Enoch’s, Glasgow. The Assembly then
proceeded to elect a successor to the late lamented
Rev. Thomas Piteairn, one of their principal clerks.
Dr. Grierson, seconded by William Campbell, Esq., of
Tillichewan, proposed the Rev. Sir Henry W. Mon-
creiff, Bart., of St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh ; while the
Rev. Dr. Brydone of Duascore, seconded by the Lord
Provost of Edinburgh, proposed the Rev. J. Julius
Wood of Dumfries. Sir Henry Moncreiff was elected
by a large majority. We propose to arrange our
account of the principal proceedings as we did last
year, under the following divisions:—I. Internal
Condition and Arrangements; II. Missionary
Bchemes ; III. College and School Education ; IV.
Relations with other Churches; V. Miscellancous.

I—INTERNAL CONDITION AND ARRANGEMENTS.

The Assembly was not called to deal this year with
any ca.e of discipline, whether for heresy or irmmo-
rality, or with any local dispute of any magnitude.
The appeals and references from Presbyteries were
.chtieﬁy on points of routine, and of no great public
interest.

1. General Financial Report for the year.—The fol-
lowing. general abstract was given in, showing the
whole sums raised for the various objects of the Free
Church of Scotland, for the year from 31st March,
1854, to 31st March, 1855 :—

1. Sustentation Fund, « o0 o« .. £100,407 17 4

1 92}
U197 3 8
26,389 15 3

Total e e seeeeess £308,050 9 8

IIL Congregational Fundy « o o o0
1V, Misslons and Bcucation ... .
V. Miscelladeous,. o o s v sveone

A report was given in of the number of collections
made for the Missionary and other schemes of the
Church. The number of collections actually made
in the 758 sanctioned charges of the Church had
been 4411, while the number that ought to have been
made was 4548, leaving a deficiency of collections
not made 137. ILixplanations were given of the rea-
sons why these had not taken place.

2. Sustentation IFund.—Dr. Robert Buchanan gave
in the Report of the Committee for managing this
fund. The Committee and the Church had been
actively promoting a movement for adding a fourth
wmore to the ordinary revenue of the fund; so that
instead of £120, which had been the usual dividend,
£150 might be paid to each minister. The effects of
the movement had been in operation for about half
the year, and the resylt was, that the revenue of the
fund had risen from £95,179 5s. 1d to £103,553
17s. 3d., being an increase of £8,374 12s. 2d. This
revenue was suflicient, after defraying expenses of
management, returning sums paid by preaching
stations, and paying allowances to retired ministers
and others not participating in the full dividend, to
afford to each minister en the equal dividend a
stipend of £132. It was further reported that the
(capital) Fund for Aged and Infirm Ministers was
advancing favourably, and also the Capital Supple-
mentary Fund. Dr. Buchanan concluded his state-
ment by announcing that the late William M‘Fie,
Esq., of TLanghouse, had bequeathed £10 to cach
minister of the Church, whose income was not other-
wise supplemented, so that no minister in the Church
would this year receive a smaller allowance than
£142. A long and interesting debate, which lasted
two days, followed on the subject of the Sustentation
Fund. A great difficulty in adwministering this fund
lies in the cundeavour to reconcile two almost con-
flicting interests. One great object of the fund is to
secure the support and independence of ministers,
especially in ti.e poorer congregations, so that they
shall not be reduced to absolute dependence on the
resources of their individual congregations, which in
many cases are not able, and in Ssome cases may not
be willing, to aflord the proper means of subsistence.
With a view to this, the equal dividend system was
adopted, ecach minister receiving precisely the same
sum,—the congregation contributing £3000 getting
back the same as the congregation contributing £30.
On the other hand, it is obvious that this arrange-
ment is too-favourable to indolent and selfish congre-
gations, and presses too severcly on the liberal and
active. It is also plain that it tends to interfere with
the due extension of the Church, because each new
minister taken on the fund must so far diminish the
income of the rest. Some years before his death,
Dr. Chalmers became deeply impressed with the
serious nature of these evils, and employed his
utmost energy to induce the Church to depart from
the plan of an equal dividend, and resort to that of a
proportional dividend, each congregation to receive
back in some proportion to what they contributed, till
the stipend reached £150. His great argument was,
that by this means the liberality of congregations
would be largely stimulated, and the Church would:
be enabled to advance on & glorious career of exten~
sion, till the word of life was carried to the moste
destitute districts of the land. In 1853 the Assembly
adopted a different plan, known as the rating scheme.

11, BuildiugFund, ceeevaose 34,196 12 2}

The sums were 1aid down which congregations were-



98 THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

expected to contrihute to the fund, and the ministers
of congregations rising above the rated simsreceived
a corresponding benelit.  This plan hes not been
found to work well, and the subject of inquiry in the
Assembly was, What plan ought nuw to be substi-
tuted? On the one side, it was argued that the plan
of an equal dividend was the best that had yet been
devised, and that the Assumbly should resolve to
adhere to it, instructing their present Cummittee to
devise the best checks they could to mect the evils
fncident to it; on the ather side, it was proposed
that the subject be remitted to a Select Committee tu
tuke all plans into consideration and to report. The
following resolutions were moved by Dr. Candlish,
scconded by Anderson Kirkwood, Esq., Glasgow :—

“1. That the plan of an equal dividend is better
fitted than any other yet proposed to secure the ends
for which the Sustentation Fund was instituted and
is maintained; and while it i3 desivable 10 adopt
measures for preventing the decline uf the eyual divi-
dend, through the fuailure of congregations to dis-
charge their duty, these measures ought to be such
as tend to preserve the geoeral principle of the

lan.
Y 2. That inasmuch as the ecaisting regulations
fave respect to Church Extension and the Supple-
mentary Fund, as well as to the distribution of the
ordinary revenue, the Assembly, in suspending the
said regulations, instruct the Committee to cornsider
what arrangements may be made as to these other
matters, with a view to next .Assembly being in cir-
cumstances to place the distribution of the fund pur-
manently on the footing of the equal dividend.

¢ 3. That the Committee, as hitherto constituted,
ander its present Convener, possesses the full confi-
dence of the Church at large, and whatever change
or rotation of members it may be expedient to make
from year to year, no change in the general character
and functions of the Committce ought to be contem-
plated, and no separato Committee for considering
the matters cmbraced in the overtures need to be
appointed.

@3, That inasmuch as the prosperity of this fund

l’i"un(i, the principles un whick it is based, the method
by which it is distributed, and the madinery by
which it is administered, to inguite into the results
of past experience, to invite and obtain infurmation,
to consider the plans of distribution which may be
proposcd by the friends of the church, and tu report
to next General Assembly, it being understood that
the existing rights of all present incumbents shall be
preserved by the principle of an equal dividend beiug
applied to them, Lut that all new entrants to charges
from and after the date of this Assembly shall be
Lield to be subject to whatever regulativns may be
hereafter adopted by the Church in consequence of
the report of the proposed committee.”

The discussion which took place, besides embrac-
ing the points above noted, extended also to the fol-
lowing, Whetler the regulations under the * rating-
scheme” should be ounly suspended for a year, or
wholly rescinded ? Whether the appointment of suck
a select committee as was propused, would not imply
want of counfidence in the existing committee?
Whether the ordinary admiuistration of this fund
would not be best. committed to the laymen of the
Church? On the side of the motion of Dr. Candlish,
the Assembly was addressed by Messys. Serley of
Seclkirh, Bryce of Glasgow, (clder), Bannatyne of Old
Cumnoch, Campbell of Tillichewan (vldery, Burnsido
of Falkland, Water of Burghcad, Laughton of
Greenock, Gibson of Glasgow, Burns of Dundee,
White of Haddington, Nixon of Montrose, Wilson
of Dundee, and Professor Miller {elder). In fuvour
of the amendment, by Dr. Russel {elder), Mr. Cowan,
M.P, (elder) Mr. R. Johnstone, W. 8. (elder), Mr.
Milroy of Edinburgh, Mr. Bethune of Blebo (elder),
Mr. M. Lothian (¢lder), Mr. J. G. Wood, W.S. (elder,
Mr. Machenzie of Dunfermline, Dr. Hunna of Edin-
burgh, Mr. Thomas Chalmers (elder,) Dr. Horatius
Bonar of Kelso, Mr. W. Wood of Elie, and Mr. Sheriff
Montcith (elder.) The motion of Dr. Candlish was
carried by a majority of 257 to 101.

3. Wudvwes’ Fund.—The number of ministers con-
nected with this scheme is 596, and the acgmnulated
funds arc £46,760. There were as yet only 16

must mainly depend, wder God, not on any schemie widows aud 16 orphans ou the schenie. Cousidering
of distribution, Lut ou the liberality of the contriba- that the sum paid by cach minister (£7) was suffi-
tors, attentivn should Le cuncentiated as fur as pos-, cient to procure an annuity of but £25 tocach widow,
sible on the great olject of raising the revenue, amd|m.d £10 10 cach child, it was strongly urged by the
inasmudh as nothing Lut the ravival of vital gudliness convener, Professor Macduagall, that legadies and
throagh the outpouring of'the Spinit can anwahen and, donativns should be svught to increase the amount
keep alive a right sense of the value of the Chiristian | of these inadequate alluwances.
ministry and its daims to suppurty, the Assemibly | 4. Church and Manse Bulding.—The report of the
earnestly urge the impurtance of this whole subject; Chureh Buiding Committee was given in Ly Sir Henry
being always regardud and handied in & spiritual Moncrdfl.. The sam at the disposal of the <ommitteo
point of view, that it may have its duc place in theydaring the past year has been £2,800.  The com-
prayers and sympathics of the puople of God.” mitice, by applying the small sum of £784 in tho
The following amendment was proposed by Mr.;way of encouraging congregations to mahe efforts for
Dunlop, M. P., scconded Ly Reve W. G. Blaikie, | the extinctivn of debt, have sccured the extinction of
Bdinburgh :— debt to the amount of fully £2,362. The sum of
1. That the Assembly hails with great satisfae-] £1,600 expended on new crections has drawn out
tion the movement for increasing the income of the local cfforts to three times the amount.  Thus, with
Sustentation fund, commenced after the rising ofla.st,a. total sum of £2.00y, the talue of about L9,0vu hasg
Asscmbly, and recoramend that it should be prose- either been gained or secured.  The committee an-
cuted with the utmost vigaur. jnounce that they hase now wade arcangements for
2. That the cxisting regulations for the distriba-the ludgment of all the titic-deeds of Free Church
tion of the Sustuntation Fund having proved vosatis- property in a fice-proof charter-room connected with
factory to the Charch, and having failed in sccuring the New Coilege.  Cungregations are to have tho
she ohject for which they were enacted; be now privilege of depusitang thar ttle-deeds in this place
zescinded. of safety without any charge, and will, of course,
3. That as the cescinding of these regulations hase access to them at pleasure. Sir Heary tendered
aill necessarily leave the fund to Le administered by | bis resignation of the convencership of the Church
the Sustentation Comumittee, according to the method; Building Committee, as not cowpatible with the
awhich was in force previous to their cnactment, a}position he now holds as clerk ; and on the part ¢f
special committee bLe appuinted to take into coun-ythe committee, suggested Mr. Alexander Kirhcaldy as
sideration the whele subject of the Sustentation,his successor.
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The report of the Manse Building Committee was
given in by Mr. Meldeum. Lattle progress had been
made last year, but greater efforts would be put
forth during the present ycar.

5. Clearing of Debt.—Mr. Hog of Newliston, on the
part of the Committee for the Extinction of Debt on
Churches, Manses, and Schoolg, reported that this
committee had delayed the movement which last
Assembly authorised them to initiate, partly on
account of the depressed state of trade, and partly on
account of the coullection of the Natio “al Patriotic
Fuud, and the gencral movement on behalf of the
Sustentation Fund. They had, however, obtained
the sun of £8,750 from 78 subscribers, and they had
collected & full vidimus of the debts on all their eccle-
sinstical buildings. The sum of £50,000, raiszd in
five years, would discharge all obligations, and aid
all the conpregations which stand in nced of aid.
Immense relief would thus be given to many congre-
gations at present weighed down by the incubus of
debt.

Dr. Candlish took the opportunity to give an
account of a movement which has been privately
made, to wipe off the debt from the buildings con-
nected with poor Highland congregations. The
whole debt of 46 congregations, amounting to
£7,700, bas be n cleared off under the stimulus of
the encouragement offered by this movement. This
has been the work of the last two years, &nd has
been owing mainly to the zeal and wisdom of James
Cunninghaw, Esq., Edinburgh, whose remarkable
Christinn liberality and energy merit the warmnest
approbation.

Fromn Evangelical Christendom.
SARDINIA.

SHE 8YNOD OF THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH~—THE ORPHAN
§CHOOL.
Wellington Park, Durdham Down, near
Bristol, June 13, 1834.

Deanr Docror Steaxe,—1 have great pleasure in
sending you fur publication in Lvangclical Christen-
dum, the fulluwing interesting account of the lLie
Syuod of the Waldensian Churdh, from a letter lately
received from the Valleys, written by a friend present
on the occasion. I thank you for the admission of
tny letter of appeal, un behalf of our proposed
Qrphan and Industrial School for the Vaudois, in jour
last number, and will unlg, in addition to what I
stated then, add that I am anxivus to receive the aild
1 then solicited, and for the oljects proposed in that
lIetter. The happy results of the late Synud will, T
trust, plead cffectually with many to hadp us in this
important undertaking.

1 am, yours very truly,
Ropent MEeEg, M.A.,
Ionorary Secrelary.

# When I artrived at La Torre, just afortaight ago,

'this Synod, so much dreaded, has bLeen a time of

refresbiment, of Chrisuan sympatly, and spiritual
advancement.  They have now a Constitutivn regu-
larly furined and unanimously carticd—the audient
barriers bave been repaired and strengthened, but
not rudely broken down or removed; fresh efforts,
both for the improvemeut of their own people and
the evangelization of Italy are contemplated; and of
this meeting, which it was feared would be stormy
and destructive, it has been said that it is onc of thd
most important and beneficiul, as well as demor~
itrative of Christian principles, ever held in the
valleys of Piedmont. [ cannot enter into detail, but
will try and give you a proof of this, and sketch a
scene which took place at its close.

% Early in the session, a letter of invitation wis
sent to J. De Sanctis, requesting him personally to
give the reasons of his refusing to obey the orders
of the # Tuble)' andjoining a separate congregation.
Contr.sy to the general expectation, but very credit-
able to himself, he appeared, and was received as a
Minister of the Synod and pastor of the Church,
after expressing bis undiminished regard for it
Here, as far as all public demonstration went, the
matter rested; but there were unceasing efforts
made, and Christian men, of various denominations,
labouring for the return of this stray member, and
for the peace his withdrawal had disturbed. Nor
were their prayers and efforts in vain. Uun the art -
cle of the theolougical chair, thie subject was renew. d,
and the situation of Theological Professor was offercd
to M. De Sanctis. It was a moment of intense in-
terest to all present, and the utmost stilluess pre-
vailed, as he, with evident cmotion, yet clearly and
cmmphatically, expressed his attachment to the
Vaudois Church ; his affection for his brother pas-
tors, and his wish to obey the Fadle; but he could
not at once decide to accept the Professorship they
proffered. Ie¢ had a congregation from which he
could not abruptly separate; he had a wife whom he
wust consult; and he had a conscience which nust
be convinced that such a step wasright, ere he conld
venture to tahe it.  * Give me, then,” he ndded, “a
few days fur prayer and reflection, and rest assured,
whatever my determination may be, my gratitude,
attaclinent, and respect for the Vaudois Church and
its mebers can konow no dimination.” M. Mulle,
the cxcellent pastor of Turin, repiied with an emo-
tiun which was shared by all present, that if he could
see M. De Sanctis restored to the Church, he should
furget all his sufferings and injuries, and that he
should consider them as furgiven, if this day twere
vae of reparation and re-uuivn. le would there-
fure offer his hand to M. De Sanctis, wishing he
would accept, not refuse it.  Un this overture, M. De
Sanctis ruse from, his seat, and mecting M. Mcille
half-way, these two remarkable, and I truly believe,
sincere men, embraced cach other with  ach warmth
and emotion as drew tears not only from the gentler
half of the congregation, but {rom the eyes of the
moust rugzed mountaineers. It was a proposition,

I found all those in whose judgment 1 could repusce
most, looking forward with great anxiets to the
coming Synod. There was a spirit of iunovation and
change which alarmed the moderate, aud, whilst
all fclt that somc concession must be made to the
march of cvents, it was not without serious appre-
hension of the conscquences. Morcover, the dis-
union betwcen the principal Evangclists and the dis-
tressing reat in the new Churches of Turin and
Genor, was a further cause of alarm. It has, how-
ever, pleased the Great Ruler of Hearts to send }Iis'
Holy Spirit into the midst of His ancient Church, to
<alm their spirits, and soften their snimositics; nndl

most grateful to the excited feclings of all present,
and made by one of the pasiors, that we should all
unite in prayer and thanhsgiviag, which was ¢lo-
yueatly poarcd furth and most siacerely responded
tu. After which the assembly Lroke up.  The scene
may appear to vur British ideas sumewhat sentimen-
tal; but it was so evidently unpremeditated, so sin-
vere and heartfelt, that Ishall uever lose the impres-
sion of ity nor the conviction that it was one over
which the angels in heaven looked down with
rejoicing.

# Ca the whole, there is cause for lively gratitudo;
it suemed, 25 some one observed to me, ss if the
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Holy Spirit presidcd over our cuundils, restraining
every approach of the Evil One. And never was
there a Synovd which Las left such little cause of
regret, or from which every Larsh expression, or un-
scemly cbullition of temper, was so wcrcifully
banished."”

THE ORPHAN SCHUUL.

& 1 must now devote the remainder of my space to
tell you somewhat of our orphans. The piece of
ground for which we are in treaty is dehghtfully
situated, and we should at once begin to build, could
we get some legalities removed. The children at
present occupy the highest. etage of & house in La
Torre. 1 felt. on entering the room in which they
were assembied, the striking combination of interest
—past, - ¢sent, and future—which they presented.
The he ssckeeper, a former puml of Fastor Qbertn,
now .«n aged woman, was surrounded by a few ot
the younger children, to whom she was teaching the
v ,eful art of knitting ; the younger mistress, one of
the excellent Diaconesses of Eschalon, formed
another element of interest; and then the young
Vaudoises, stil clad in the coarse habit of their
country, their gentleness, modesty, and intelligence.
with all the suggestive interest of their past history
and present condition, completed a picture of various
hues, but of admirable harmony. There are those,
however, who may wish to view it less poetically :
and even here I find all the promise of future use-
fulness—cleanliness, industry, religious instruction,
strict morality—all that, with the blessing of God,
will render them valuable members of the com-
munity and patterns for the imitation of their
fellow-countrywomen. It is calculated that £4
annual will suthice to mamtamn a child. Thercfore,
although the sum of £1.000, winch we have col-
lected, is to be laid out in land and bwlding,
yet wo hope scparately to engage friends to provide
for the moderate wants of the immnates of our pro-
jected establishment. The Vaudos cluldren are
particularly docile and intelligent.  1s 1t not 2 proof
that the ancient tree, winch has so long borne pre-
cious fruit, is not yet exhausted 7’ &c., &c.
MEETING OF THE TURKISH BRANC{ OF TIIE

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.

On the 22nd of May another meceting of the

Evangelical \lliance was held in Pera, and it was

was distiuct, thus palpably indicaling to all the
source and centre of unity itslft But who could
have dreamed, even very lutldy, that Constantinople
'ahould have its May mectings, and amongst tham an
Evangelical Alliance gathering, sprivhled with Jews,
JArmenians, Greeks, Germaans, French, Dutch. Swedes,
Americans, and Euglish, and 1 don't know if there
might not be other races there. Lt us thank God
and take courage. and, not despising the day of
small things, hope to sec greater things than these.

Itis really difficult to determine which party in the
Free Church, the friends or the opponents of Union,
demonstrate the more conclusively the folly of per-
petuating the sepsration of the Free and United
Presbyterian Churches of Canada.  The speeclies of
both parties as reported for the Globe arce here pre-
sented in full, it being considered desirable to have
them recorded in the Zribune for future reference.

MEETING UF THE FREE CHURCH SYXNUD.
Lvening Sitting June 18th.
UNIUN WITH THE U. ¥ CHURCIL

The Clerk of Synod, Rev. Mr. Rein, having read
the minutes of the last Sederunt, proreeded to reac
the report ot the Committee appointed at the last
Synod to confer with brethren of the United Presby-
terian Church on the subject of the union, and men-
tioned that there were petitions in favoar of union
from the Preshyterics of Innishil, Whitby, Loadon, and
Lacbute.

Mr. Herox then, as Chairman of & mecting at which
petitions had been got up iu faver of union, remarhed
that the meeting Lad disapproved the letters which
had been written on the subject by the Committee
which had acted for the Church, and inclindd to think
those letters had Leen written by disguisid encmics
to union. e held that union was most impertant,
surrounded as the Church was by cacmics to civil
and religious liberty.

Rev. Mr. Gorvox rose to express his anxious desiro
that whatever result was arrived at, nothing should
be done that would have the effect of retarding
progress towards thie settlement of this great Christian
question. Hesaid nothing as to the time when union
might be right, and thought it unfavorable to any

a traly singular gathering. The chapel, to my sur-
prise, was more full than it was at the Missionary

immediate steps in thatdirection, that no answer had
been returned to the last letter of the Synod Comn-

mecting of the previous nech. Cuunt Zuylen De,mittee, sent officially threagh the proper organ of that
Nyevelt presided, and addressed the assembly in, budy. He therefure rose acrddy to deliver himself
French. I spohe in English. We had also a Ger- {fium all guilt in heeping back this univn.  The Head
man and an JArmenian specch, and otlier English of the Charch Law deddand that visible union would
speeches. And there were English, French, and e an linportant step in the progress of His Kingdom.
Armenian praycers respectiveds.  The -~scnce of the It was not rcdovant to the question that a member of
Greek language from this cuaneration, indicates the cithur Ludy might act wrougly in the matter. but
abscnce of a Greek Evangelical element. Therejevery individual manbur was responsible for the
was no interpretation attempted , so, that, except {o manncr in which he adted Limscdf, and the synod
the adepts in cach language, the addresses and should entreat every Lrother to reccive the questiun
prayers were somewhat unsatisfactery. I should with that sympathy, which its intcrest and the grace-
have becn glad, evca Ly an iraperfedt translation, to ful attitude assumdd Uy the friendly churdhnatorally
have gathered sume notivn of the varioas modes of  demanded.  The resolutions of that chiurih were con-
thought of this varivus congregation, but the thing ceived in a most friendly spirit, but there was a
i3 impracticable. In the singing, howerver, 2 curiousmucaﬁun within a qacestivn, and the chutch must tahe
practice is here adepted, the tunes and metres arc care, in attempting to unite with othicts, not to divido
so arranged that cach sing in their own language itself. While therdure, they might be restrained,
the same bymn together. and the effect is very from Christian prindipies, frum carrying out the union
peculiar and pleasiag.  Now ducs not this illustrate [ completely, nuthing should bie said ot done to <oun-
the idea of that Evangdical assembly in glory, teract it Union was wvidently Christ's mind, and o
waere the raleameld of all tongues unite in the;was in fact more interested in it than any Chosuan
chourus of praisc’ T the speeches and prascrs tov, body could be, because His glory was to be 1a1sed to
in all the languages, the name of * Jesas Christus™ +its fall heiglitly the cu-upirativn of all the churches.
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Besides at present the two churches were sv near one
anuther on the same ground. that they injured Christ’s
Kingdom by therr division. As to the means of
clfecung a unton, much must depend vn the mode of
carrying on e negountions, for if it were held as a
prehunivary that one side must just come over to the
othicr, befure there could be any thought of alliance,
nothing could be dune, each must open its mind to
the other, in a Christian spirit.  What had taken
place, in spute of the great minds engaged, he thought
should be cunsidered merely as the beginning of ne-
gotiativu.  He thowght the prayer by wlhich the pro-
ceedings hadbeon conineaced must have beeninspired
by the Spirit of God. The train of thought was so
excellent that he conld not have done better in his
remarks that to have fulluwed it from end to end,
and he Liedd that no union was pussible, if separated
brethiren weire to be treated as Amalehitesand Infidels.

Rev. Mr. McaAruster had long been in favour of a
union ot all Presbyterians.  He, therefore, thoroughly
agreed with Mr. Gordon as to what he =aid of the
prayer, and the sentiments of regard which ought to
be felt for the United Preshyterian Church. He felt
a warm desire for the success of that Church in the
work of saving suuls, and thought they should be
met, not only in friendly ingercourse. but for the pur-
pose ofassisting them and tifeir ministers in proscent-
ing that work. He confessed, however, notwithstand-
ing all that had been written, he was in the dark as
to the views of tin t church on the subject of the re-
ligions dutics of the magistrate; but this he weuld
say. that if the brethren ot that church agreed in the
statement of their doctrinal standard, he wentheartily
with them. Ttwassaid in the Testimony of the United
AssodiateSynud of theSecession Chuech.—+Religion,
abstractly viewed, is essential to the well being of
society and to the efficient eaercise of civil government,
and is, therefore, the concern of Legislators and civil
rulers as well as of all others in their several situatios.

“The &hristian religion, as might be expected from
its diviae otiginand intended universality, is the best
calculuted fur promoting the interests of civil socicty,
and therefore deserves the countenance of the Civil
Powers—as it is their own interest and duty to em-
brace it, so they ought to favor its introduction smong
their subjects ; and when it is introduced, 1t ought to
have the cutrol which belongs to it over the fur-
mation of laws, the swearing of oaths, and other
matters of civil jurisdiction.

*Liberty of conscicnce ought to L2 protected by the
civil power, but protection cannot be claimed in
behalf of principles vt practices ohrivusly hurtful to
the interests of ivil society, and still less in behalf of
thu:e who would subvertits cxistence.”

Bat he fearcd, as the Wesleyans had gone much
further in Arminianism than Wesley, that the Cnited
Presbyterian Church had also approached precipices
of esror, where he should fear to accompany them,

lest he shoald fall over. He fe#red they had gone)

muach further than the fathers of the church, and that
they now mude a distinct difference betwcen spiritual

mercly to common sense, which was very often only
want of sense. In civil affairs, as in religious, gov-
ernment was to take place according to Christ's
revealed will.  The first thing & magistrate had to do
was to counsider himself as a serva..t of his Lord,
bound to recognize Ilis word as the basis of all the
laws he might make for the regulation of society.
lie was also buund to put down everything contrary
to rceligion—such as blaspliemy, the profanation of
the Sabbuth, and all similar offences—in prosperous
times to direct the peopleto give thanks, and in times
of depression 17 hamble themselves. He believed
even that the magistrates were bound to advance
Christ’s kingdom, at least hy patting his word in full
circulation. People to understand civil laws, must
have a right education; they could not be ruled at
all without morality, and they could have no morality
without religion. The magistrate, then, must see
that the word of God was put into the hands of every
man, if he did not support the ministry, which did
not seem very expedient. Another objection made to
this view was that the kingdom of Christ was not of
this world. It was true that it wasnot, in its origin,
of this world ; but if it was meant that the men to be
found on the earth were not to become subjects of that
kingdom, he thonght it amistake. Some scemed to
suppose, that the kingdoms of this world would never
become the kingdoms of Christ-~that he would not
recognize anything civil,but have eversthingspiritual.
e (Mr. McA) did not understand that; but thought
the time would come when all would adopt the laws
of Christ. There was howerver, & special objection
from the difliculty our legislators woulld have to con-
tend with, if obliged in their position to act for reli-
gion. e acknowledged the difficulty, but thought
they should sct their faces as a flint to carry out the
will of the Almighty. Daniel when furbidden to pray,
so far from not praying, opened his windows and
prayed aloud that all men might know that he was
not to be controlled. The Apostles, too, nd great
difficulties , Lut did they act as if they thought they
sbould cither hold their tongues, or sbould just set
up Christ as another God, so that the people might
keep all their old gods, and have thit new onc into
the bargain?  So our members of Parlinment ought
to feel it a delight to go forth protesting against
everything opposed to the cause of Christ and his
blessed gospel.

Jlymn ~— Pray that Jerusalem may have Peace and

felicity.”

Prayer —TBy the Rev. D. Fr.aser.

After whuch Me. MoAwntster, saidhie felt that, no
doubt without any iutentivn uo the part of Mr. Fraser,
the Holy Sparit which had inspired the prayer, had
reproved him [Mr. Mcaiister] for the tashaess with
which he had spohen. He hoped it would be a
warning to younger ministers.

Rev. Mr. Fraser said his brother was mistaken ;
but Rev, Mc McAlister still excused Limself, saying
that Lis faalthad been caused by want of preparation.

Rev. Mr. Ross felt ao timidity o ~peaking his mind

and vieil matters.  That could not be. Every manjon this subject. e held that the two Churches did
was the sabject of Christ, and boand to do every thing) not stand un cyual ground as tv this matter, for the

lic cuuld for the Saviour's honour. It was, therefore,
impossible for the magistracy to fulfil their daties
withouut calling on Chnst for directiva.  Besides the
magistracy was not an ordir 2ace of God as Governor
of the wurld, bt of Christ .. s mediator, for God had
given the rovcrament of the world to Him. As to

tue heathen, if they were under any obligation at ali
God, as goverror, sincejof the Charch constitutivn befure the disruption, and

in this matter it must be to

upimion entertained of the civa duty of the magistrate
was part of the constitution of the Church; while in
the Caited Presbyteaian Church cvery one might think
as his (Mr. R's.) Church did, or otherwise. Ifthis
difference were adverted to, there would be greater
sympathy on the part of the United Presbyterian
Church to which he belonged.  With them it was part

they did not know Christ, butin Christian lands all, it was not dropped afterwards. It was ono of the ren-

onglht to know that they were under Christ's govern- |

svas gicen atthe Kingston Conference that the course

meal, and werc not, thercfure, to be answersble, tahenby theEstablished Church Jamaged the principle
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of establishments in the eyes of the community ; and
Dr. Ferrier left the Church, and joined the United
Presbyterian Church, becanse he entertained views
opposed to those of his brethren upon this point.
The deed of Synod also made this doctrine a term
of communion in the Church, virtually at least, and
it was n scrious thing to do away with any article of
the constitution. Another important consideration
was as to how fur both parties agree on the point on
which they differed.—Both believed that God had ap-
pointed Christ king of nations us weil as of the Church;
and never dispute the assertion that vherever the
word of Christ was made known every conscience was
responsible to him. The United Church held, like
them, that there was no moment in a man’s life when
this responsibility ceased, and indeed if any man
should say so, be would decline any Christian fellow-
ship with such man. All men were responsible at all
times—in the family—in the Church—in Parlinment—
on the Bench. It was as difficult to vemove from under
the canopy of heaven, as from the responsibility which
bound all creatures to the throne of God.  The refusal
to give credit to the United Church for these opinions
was their ground of compluint against the Church to
which he belonged though perbaps the complaint was
not well founded, inasmuch as expressions ought to
be understood in the scnse in which they were em-
ployed. Practically, again, there was no difference
of opinion between the parties, that a man might stand
up in Parliament and say, I oppose this measure,
because it is opposed to whe word of God.  All were
agreed that he might employ every resource of his
knowledge and draw arguments from political econ-
omy, history, or the bible to strike the individual con-
science. Where then did they suffer?  Justasto the
words *‘ formal” and “national” recognition of religion;
for while an individual might bring forward these
arguments and present them to influence others, it
was held by some members of the other church that
he ought not to insist on the bible Leing recognized
as the standard of law. They said that the civil
magistrate wiclded the sword, and that if the bible
was put into his hands he must wield the sword in its
behalf, secing that from the moment the bible was the
statute Look, he was bound to employ the sword to
cnforce it. Another argument was that in the dis-
chavge of bis duties the magistrate acted not for God
but for man. That his duties look God-ward; but
in the open discharge of them, his responsibility was
to men.—lie (Mr. R.) on the contrary, held that the
civil province was part of God's cmpire; and that
even civil liberty depended upon the recognition of
that fact. The main thing for which Government
was established, was the protection of human lite;
but what made human life and buman blood sacred,
if it were not the conviction that man was an immortal
being, made in the image of God. The security of
life, therefore, was involved in this matter. Again,
take religious liberty, and the foundation of the belict
of the United Prestiyterian Church, was, that the civil
magictrate had notbing to do with religion.—But
what was the foundation of their Church ?  Why, that
the conscience of each man belonged to God, and that
no law but his law ought to be obtruded on the con-
acience. Thus religious liberty was placed on firm
foundations. The question of the Sabbath was in-
volved in this question; avd thero was no difference
between the two bodics as to the opinion that the
magistrate ought to prohibit Sabbath Lreaking, nor
as tothe belief that he had nothing to do with forcing
his subjects to worship God, or not to worship him
in a particular way, and had only to put down any
open scandel within his province. The other church
rested the security of the Sabbath on the allegation

that it was a civil right. is Church bascd it on the
great truth that God bad claimed one day for himself.
Aguin, as to fasting there was less difference than at
first appeared. Some of we voluntaries in England
uad objected to fasting at the command of the Gov-
ecrnment on the same grounds on which he would
object: he meant that the command came forth ac-
companied by anathema and that it iguered all other
chiristians, but the established churches. e would
fust ; but would protest against the edict. While the
differences were small, the motives for union were
strong. One of the three petitions of the Saviour
was that the church might be one, and there was a
strong Teason for agreement to be found in the com-
mon Presbyterianism of the two churches; in the
gospel which both taught; and in the worship which
both practised, withh the exception tha¢ the United
church bad introduced a hymn book. Wasitnotalso
i motive for union that all lived in a country where
Presbyterianism was not understood. Geograpbically
they were fragments, and yet they differed between
themselves on pnints the world did not appreciate.
Again the two Celleges languished and were quite
ineflicient, while one would be prosperous; and spirit-
ual destitution could not be overtaken, whereas if
union were to take placegon sntisfactory principles, o
less number of miristers would be required, and many
hands might be spared for uncultivated localities.
The evangelization of the world was joined with the
idex of the Church being one—*That they all might
be one,” &c. In the old country, the rivalry of the
different denominations was sp great that they had
not time to go forth to save the world which perished
for lack of knowledge. Was there, after all, any
ground of union on scriptural principles 2—1If so, they
must go to the scriptures to find it out—and there i8
appeared that it consisted of having one body; onc
spirit; one hope of our calling; onc God and Father
of all: above all, in you all, and through vog all. If
perfection were insisted on, there could be no unity.
All stood on one vast, solid, eternal continent, and to
unite, all must draw towards the cenire, and not try
to push another off. Did not all hold in common the
Lord’s Supper, and the truth of the Word of Christ,
and did they not present him to the world as the only
hope of the lost.—Just as gravitation bound by co-
hesion, so Christ was the bond of spiritual union—of
the union between angels and the redeemed family—
between every individual Christian and the universal
Church. He concluded by moving for a Committee.

Rev. Mr. Roger said in this matter there were two
things to contemplate—what had already been done,
and what remained to be done. Much thankfulness
was duc that s0 much bad been accomplished, and
the more he contemplated the question, the wmore the
principles he stood to represent became important in
bis eyes. The question on that side, however, was
presented under gréat disadvantages. Patronageand
establishments had-got so confounded togetherin tho
jnblic mind, that the world could not separate them.
The establishment principlel What had that to do
with the question? It was the supremacy of Christ
which he conteuded for—1et establisbments go to tho
‘our winds. Oan the other hand, the term voluntary
principle gave no idea of what was intended. In
Canada at any rate, the church was free from esta-
blishments on one hand and voluntaryism on the
other, in connexion with the welfare and support of
the ministry ; but the veluntasy principle, or the es~
tablishment principle, made it alike imperative on the
church to maintiin and promute the ministry in its
high and holy mission. What had already taken
place should afford encouragement. The two church-
es had long acted together, in spito of differcnces
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which used to be thought great; but acting together
it was found that all were as one. There were clders
to be met with wha would say, *weare voluntaries";
but, in discussing tiie guestion, it would be found
that the mass of Christian men throughout the coun-
try thought alike. He scarcely met a voluntary who,
when conversed with, did not admit—*1 cannot de-
ny that” though there were doubtless some who
were led to deny from an idea of consistency. At
the samne time he did not think the division of the
Church was an uamixed evil. It was not necessary
that it should be an unwieldy mass like Rome; but
it was better, perhaps, told off into regiments, with
separate colors, uniforms, and officers, cach rivalling
the other to see who would do most in the cause of
Christ. Wi.hout this, too, it would be impossible to
demonstrate to the world that, in spite of difivrences,
there was still » geaeral principle of unity aud love.
Tle rejoiced indeed in that opportunity to express the
lTove he felt for the brethren of the other Chureh, and
should be sorry if a bitter word passed between them,
He thought the Church to which he belonged was
doing a great work. It was teaching the natious se-
veral things. They thought it was only when aman
said he was a christian that he was under the law of
hrist—the Clhiurch would teach him that he was
bound to obey that law if he were within its reach;
that national sins were to be put down. That word
national sins had led to a question being asked what
they were—whether drunkenness and worldliness
were not national sins? The Church must teach that
there were more truly national sins—sins to which a
nation set its seal, and for which thergfore, it had a
corporate responsibility to God, such as that for
which he feared the people of Canada might some
day have to render 2 very grave account.
Rev. Mr. Saxenniz said that last year when this
subject was taken up, semiments were avowed un
behalf of .the church with which it was proposed to
unite, which had not so far Leen disclaimed, but
which so long as they were held, must prevent any
progress being made in the direction of union. e
incurred great respousibility in assuming this ground;
"but bie had to unburthen his own mind, and starting
from the position that the other church must be held
by the avowals of its own comnmittee, he threw aside
all discussion about the duties of the magistrate, and
decided that union was impossible—that the Church
to which he belonged was notatliberty to enter upon
such an arrangement, even were the United Presby-
terian Church ready to do so. Where there was not
perfect unity there could be no true union, which
was strength, while to bring cncmies together was
but to create an idol of iron and clay. e had been
more than once on platforms with brethren of other
denominations, aud, on one occasion, one of them
had said to him that it was such meetings which
roused discussion of first princiffies, and that he
would ra ber be away than that the public should
think he waved bis own sentiments  There were, in-
deed, principles of separation as well ag principles of
cohesion that followed even from thelanguage of the
Saviour’s inte.¢ 83iry prayer, and there had accord-
ingly been separation from the ecarliest period of the
Church. The Reformation was also a separation;
and it was separation which gave existence to their
own Church. There were principles in the word of
God upon which taey were bound to separate; and
if o separate, then to remain separated. It was a
common argument, that you must give and take; but
there was, in such 2 maxim, no respect to truth, and
no true love to God or man. Give?—such things
were not theirs to give. Take!—no one had a right
to take them. Thero were great principles involved

in this discussion. There was Erastianism, which
practically denied the authority of Christ over the
Churchi; and there was Voluntaryism, which dis-
owned him as King of Nations. He beld that it was
the peculiar glory of that Church to contend that he
was alike King of Nations and King of Suints. For
that principle he had sacrificed the emoluments
of the Church he had left, and that principle he was
not prepared to give up.  Between Brastianism and
Voluntaryism, he saw no reason why they should not
make overtures to one as well as to the other.  Why
uot offer to unite with the Episcopal Church ? Why
not join with Rome? e saw no end to all this.
Rev. Mre. McMunray believed the discussion had
done good by drawing nearer to the standard of that
Church the brethren of the United Church, whose
members he believed were as much divided among
themselves on the points of diflerence, as some of
them were divided from the Church to which he be-
longed. Some members of the other Church held
opinions identical with those of that Church ; and,
so far as they were concerned, the union might be
effected at once; but, as concerned those with con-
trary views, it was not the duty of that church to
destre an uunion. The views he spoke of might be
illustrated in this way. Suppose a missionary en-
tered a heathen land and made the King a Christian,
the question would then come up, whether the King
ought not to take the Bible as the foundation of his
laws, and exercise his authority asa Christinn. Now,
those of whom he spoke hield that the King would bo
bound by his individual responsibility, but not as a
King. Thus, if it were the custom of the country to
sucrifice a certain number of individualson o certain
day to some idol, the missionary should, as he be-
hieved, teach that the King should put forth his au-
thority to prevent it; whereas those of whom he
spuke denied that he should do so. To such persons
e would propose this question: If the King re-
nounced his christianity, say at the end of seven
vears, should he command his subjects, supposing
human saerifices hnd been discontinued, to resume
the practice of murder, and should the missionary
teach that as the King was no longer 2 Christian he
was not bound by the Bible, and ought te tell bis sub-
jets that they might resume their sacrifices without
#sin? For his own part he held that the missionary
should teach the King that, though he did not be-
lieve, hie was still Lound to obey the law of Christ.
A Member of the Court said that the members of
the United Secession Caurch held no such doctrines
as were now imputed to them.  Everybody believed
it to be the duty of all persons to put down murder.
The Court then adjourned.

Af.ernoon Session, June 19.
UNION WITH THE U. P. CHGRCH.

The subject of union with the United Presbyterian
Cburch, was resumed, when various motions were
proposed.

Rev. Mr. McRuar rose to make a few remarks. He
was anxious for 2 union, but hedesired & union based
on scriptural principles.  Union ought to be dear to
all those who loved Cbrist, but never to lead to a
compromise on certain principles Iaid down. A great
question had been made of endowments, the milen-
nium and other minor mutters, which could be com-
promised without injury to the church ; but there
were other things of far greater importance, which
they were not allowed to cownpromise, as < the Head-
ship of Christ over the nations.” Ile supposed thero
was no one prepaved to say that the brethren of tho
United Presbyterian Church agreed with them on

this point; here they were decidedly at varianco.
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IIe was further not prepared to unite with the U.
Presbyteriaus without an inquiry into their view of|
the marriage affinity question. The position which
the lutter had assumed did not give much hope of a
union, it was too difficult to come to a basis on
which a univn might be effected.  The United Pres-
by terian *Committee had failed to reply to the last
cumnmunication of their Conuuittee.  And on what
terms was the Uuited Presbyterian Committee ap-
puinted 2 With whom were they to confer? Just
a3 well nith Methodists s with any othier denomina-
tion, it was a general cummittee, it might have
special reference to them, but he did not believe it
Besides, they have never retracted certain statemnents
brought furth by the Committee in furmer years, and
as long us thyse statements were not retracted, thicy
would hold them responsible for them. It was use-
less tu appuint 2 committee to hold communication
with thew, nunion could nut be thought of for years
to come.  Whilst the United Presbyterians adhiered
to their own upitions, they at the same time attri-
buted to them scutimeuts which they never pussessed,
and which they, un the contrary alvways discarded.
The Ministers of the Cuited Presbyterian Church
have slighted procunation recommending the Fast
Day on account of the war. (Sume members—' Many
of vur ministers did sv, tov.”) Well; then, I wish that
such niinisters be Lruughit bfure the Court. At uny
rate, they could aut be tou carcful aboat the pro-
propused univm, but they might neverthicless appuint
2 winmittee to meet oith them, and to learn whether
they were iudined to retract or not. But this Com-
nuttee vuglit to be iustructed that they (of the Frec
Church) would not cumpronise one ivta u} their prin-
dples, nor abandon une hportant or essential part
of their standard.

Rev. Mr. Ruueis remarhed it bad Leen said but tvo
truly, that appearances were at present very unpro-
mising and unfavourable to the progress of union.
e bad freguent vpportunitics to Lold conversations
with mwinisters of the T. P. Church, and he believed
their principles had often been misrepreseuted. Thuse
ministers bad told bhim they cunsidered it vain to
expect o univn as long as leading inembers of the
Free Church Committee assumed such a high posi-
tion as they actually did, and thus irritated them.

supremacy, he would think them unworthy of the
name of Presbyterians, and never say one word in
favour of Union. Ie did not mean to say, however,
that that union should be given up on account of
minor difficulties, fur such differences existed cvery-
where in all religious bodies—even between the
members of the present Synud.  If they were to wait
till cvery little diffirence had bLeen done away with,
they must surely wait till the happy time when all
would fecl alihe—when the great Shepherd of the
shedp would come aund tahe them all to Heaven,
there to be vne, and united fur cver. In an examin-
ation of the differeuces that existed between the two
Churches e would nut go uver the whole ground
that so many had alrcady gone over. The question
then arose how to cxamiue those diffcrences? Was
there no standard? Were United Presbyteriang
without a staudard? Why, they all agreed that the
Bible was the Lest standard.  But, some would say
that was rather a vague standard, as there were so
many different views of the Bible. Then they bad
anuther standard in which every christian principle,
cvery scriptural pruof was embudied—the catechiem.
And was the catechism of the United Presbyterian
Church the same ? e kuew the United Presbyterians
Lhad interfered with the Confession of Daith; but
they, themselses, Lud dune the same, and that whick
they Lad duie anay with had been most obnoxions
tu the brethren of that chucch.  He also read some
purtion of the “Rules fur the Church Courts of the
United Presbyterian Church,” as questions which
ministers Lhad to answer Lefore ordination, all of
which e did not objedt to, and dedared that if the
whole Synod did Lie would still do so. Thus, en
Jduse caamination, they would find that the dif-
ferences were really not important enough to keep
Ludies asunder thut bud so strung a desirefor aunion.
There were strong and powerful motives for a union.
Clrist Lad pointcd out the love of God and of our
neighbuar as the highest commandment. It wag
therefore, oar duty to unite whenever a union could
be effceted.—We should learn also, from the enemies
of truth, the wonderful effects of the Union. Every

masses of buildings destined to idolatry in this city.
None could deny that 2 union was desirable on &

IIe (Mr. R.) thouglt that to these circumstances they

Scriptural basis, and he knew that a union could be

must mainly attribute the unpromising aspect \\hich'bruught about withuut compromising one single

presented itself now to them.  That which had been
presented to the Synod about the T. Presbyterian
Church, scemed to throw cold water on his own feel-
ings, and to hecp him Lack from urging union.
However, they must learn to manifest sincerity, as it
had been said by & worthy Elder, they should show
the breticen of the T. P. Church their desire of uni-
ting, and present to them a basis of sound christian
principles un which the Free Church was willing tu
effect a union. Thuas they would heep from the re-
proach of rctarding the progress of the union, for if
they showed a hearty desire fur a speedy union, and
if the brethiren of the otlier church did not then re-
ciprocate, they and others would soon discover where
the fault lay. Many objections to the Union had
been raised, and errors of importance had been im-
puted to the brethren of the U. P. Church. It was
casy cnough to impute an crror, but very difficult
generally to prove it. He, for one, would not receive
any assertivn without a strong proof. At the same
time, if it could be proved that there was held on the
other side anything contrary to scripture, he would
certainly say, *‘let us not unite.,” It had been as-
scrted that U. Preshyterians did not held the supre-
macy of Christ uver all the nations of the earth. If
be belicred that they really did not recognize Christ's

principle of Scriptural doctrine. Ie therefore wished
that the Synod would weigh the matter well, and not
discard a union.

Rev. Mr. Laixe said he had a conference with

several brethren, when he suggested a motion which
met with the general approbation of the majority of
those that were present. His opinions were not less
.f.wourablc to union than those of any othrr member.
‘But true union must be the consequence of gond
understanding. e thought that too murh weight
was  ached to Sight differences.  He thought that
if the wo committeces had met last year, a union
'might have already been cffected. It was necessary
to ascertain what the U. P. brethren held, then they
'could say yes or no to & union. At the same time
the brethren of the other church ought to know on
what ground they, of the Free Church, were willing
to effect a union. He would therefore move,

“That the Synod having read the report of the
Committee on Union with the United Presbyterian
Church, and petitions on the same subject, express
their dcep regret that owing to & misunderstanding
of the deliverance of this Synod last year, th: Com-
mittee of the two bodies were prevented from meeting,
and thus understanding more perfectly the position
‘of cach ; and, being extromely desirous to come 0 2

one could perceive the strength of the enewry in the -

e ——

TS




Y

-

e e

E

THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

105

more thotrough understanding of that position, de-
clare it as their convictivn that the principal, if not
the only hindrance, to union is that this Syned con-
sider it the imperative duty of nations and magis-
trates, in their public and representative capacity, to
legislate and rule in subjection to the authority, and
in accordance with the dictates of revelation, where
these are huown,—3et appuint a committee to confer
with the U, P. Chuich, if ithey agree to such cun-
ference, and in the meantime tender them their fra-
ternal regards and recommend friendly intercourse
and interchange of goud effices Letween the winis-
ters an 1 office-bearers of the two communivns.”

Rev. Mr. Mensisse wished to make a few remarks.
e touk it for granted that in this Synod, fullowed
the principles of the Gospel, but did it fullow from
that that there existed no minor matters?  Still they
were united in the essential matters of faith, they all
Lad une God, one faith, one baptism.  They oughitto
distinguish well between essentials and nun-essen-
tinls, between tlungs necessary for the salvation of|
mun, the spreading and diffusion of Christ's gospel,
and things that we could do without. Diversity
existed everywhere, on Lills and in dales, in the
scasuu of the year, in the living creatures, in the
human voice, and ia the human nund.  Did not even
the Propliets differ, did not Paul teach otherwise than
James, Luther otherwise than Zwingli? and still they
Lixd been bLaptised in the same faith and washed in
thie same bluud of Christ.  To efiect a union we must
come near cach other. A friend of Lis thought once
he pereeived a2 monster at a distance before him,
when un approaching he recugnized the smiling face
of a dear fricnd.  The reason that they did not love
each vthier better, was, thatthey lovhed at each other
at too great a distance.

Rev. Mr. Inunis ruse to sccoud the motion of Rev.
Dr. Laing.

Dr. Bugrys thought it necessary in this time of cun-
troversy tu holdvata plein cummon sease deddaration
of what the Free Chatch held.  He then moved—

#That the Synud decply regret the circumstances
that lave Litherto kept asunder two bodies so nearly
at one, on great principles, as the Presbyterian
Church of Canade and the TUnited Presbyterian
Church ; and the members of this Synod carnot but
cherish just alarm, lest errurs of dangervus character,
regarding the nature of Christ's supremacy over the
nations, and the responsibility of nations, as such, for
the manner in which they deal with the written
revelation of God, have made serious inroads among
the Ministers and Mcembers of the United Presbyterian
Church in these lands. The Synod appoint a select
committee to draw up, and print in the Record, a
short and well digested declaration of principles as
held in the standard of the Church, in opposition to
thosenow avowed throughthe accredited organs of the
United Presbyterian Church, and the same committee
shall hold conference when desired with brethren of
other churches who may harmonise with us in senti-
ment on such vital matters, and farther, that this
committee shall be required from time to time to
vindicate from misrepresentations the doctrines really
held by this Church in its accredited standards, and
in the belief and practice of its members.”

The motion having been put to the House, 22 voted
for that of Dr. Burns, and 38 for that of the Rev.
Mr. Laing, which was accordingly declared to be
carricd.

The committee was appointed as follows, viz:—
Moderator, Dr. Burns, Messts. Tre, Laing, Ross,
McLaren, Inglis and Duncan, Ministers; Messrs.
Heron, Young and Fisher, of Hamilton, Elders; Mr.
Tre, Convener.

After tiunsacting some other routine business, the
Synod adjourncd.

From the Clasgow Sat. Post.

Secrssions FroM UsiTaniasisst.—On Sunday tho
21st ult., the Rev. Franklin Howarth delivered, at the
Commercial Rvoms, in Bury, Lancashire, a scrmon in
which he annvunced Lis firm belief in the Trinity, in
the atunement, and in the efficacy of buptism by total
immersion. Mr. Howarth informed his rather astun-
ished hearers, that he had arrived at this cunclusion
after a more careful study of the Scriptures, during
the past cightcen months, than he had ever given
them in Lis life before—although he had preached
in Unitarian pulpits for nearly twenty-five years.—
Inquirer (Cuitarian paper.) The Svuthern Presbyteran
states, that the journalsof Unitarianism are myurning
vver the defection of Mr. Baneroft, the distinguiohed
historian, the sun of a Sucinian minister, and hiraself,
for a brief period, one of their preachers, who .ately
took occasion at & public mecting in New Yourk, to
avow his belicf in the doctrine of the Trinity.
Missionary at the University, And when the faithfai
shall be able to praise us for these qualifications,
when our enemies must at least bear as witness that
the Inner Mission, as connected with the Universities,
is & body of men who, cousuientivusly fortificd by re-
pentance and faith in Christ, are honoarably consist-
ent in their professionof the trath, then will our work
Le safe, and then we shall gvercome not oniy the
hay, wood, and stubble of Professurs, ¢endowed with
learning, but wanting in practical wisdom, nut only
the Rousseau school 10 our Universities, but then we
shall overcome the world. But, genticmen and col-
leagues, dv not let us disgrace o1 r title of Professurs.
There is an admonition involved in it not easy of
vbservance. Professvres dicumur @ profitendo.  Let us
take heed lest the proverb be not employed against
us, Lucus @ non lucendo. Drofessvre a non projitendo ;
but to profess is, as you all know, to onfess it under
all circumstances, and to remain true tu it cven then,
when, should it be God's will, we shall have to suffer
fur it. Hence let our war-cry be— Lrofiter:, vertta-
temprofiteri, Christum profiters.”

LIFE IN NEBRASKA.

We find Nebraska to be a vast region. By the late
census it is estimated at 136,700 square iniles, or a
regivn as large as New England, New York, New
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, and even larger. If
organized as proposed by the bill of Mr. Douglas,
now pending in Congress, it will be larger still, as it
will embrace much of what has been known as the
Indian Tersitory.

We find the Northern part of Nebraska as cold as
New Englund, the interior as cold as the climate of
the middle States, and the southern portion with
.omething of the mildness of Virginia. There is,
however, this difference: Nebraska is more Asiatic
in its climate and general features. There are vast
prairies, high table-lands, thousands of feet above
the level of the sca, and rivers of almost intermina-
ble length. On the west it is bounded by the Rocky
Mountains, whose highest peaks are covered with
perpetual snow, A large portion of the Great Ame-
rican Desert is in this territory. Here mony an im-
migrant, bound to California, has lain down to die,
worn out with fatigue and hunger.

—

Accounts received at Odessa from the Sea of Azoff
state, that the quantity of wheat destroyed by the
allied squadron ot Taganrog was about 12,000 quar-
ters, and that at Marioupol the total of grain of all
kinds destroyed was about 68,000 to 28,000 quarters.
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D ° H ity.”  We add some judicious remarks on this subject
Roral wnd Beligiows Piscellony, |by the editors.
T e © o rmt s st WThere was probably some misapprebension in
From the Leeds Freeman, regard to the general strain of preacling that at this
> : SMATN y T time prevailed in the Particular Baptist Denomina-
A MEMOIR AJ‘\(SISR(;IR\I:E\;SR(}FI?I;EE LATE REv"tion. That there were a numnber of the pastors be-

. . lunging 1o that body, who gave an undue and most
Ed“c‘} by his Sous, Joux Baxter and Jaxes Caney pcrﬁiuuus pruminu)ntc to t%c speculative doctrines
Pixs.  London: Jarrold and Sons. jof theolugy, is unguestionable, but there was then
The prodaction of this memoir does not at all need a goudly baud of able, lcarned,and dey oted ministers,
the apology with which the writers have modestly who walhed in the neddle way between high doctrine
prefaced ity and our chief regret on dosing the vol- and Jow morality, who esteemed sound doctrine as
umne is, that they did not throw away their modesty  the true basis of (hristian morality, and christian
for the oceasion, and instead of compiling ~ Remaing,” murality as the legitimate development of sound doc-
amd calling themsehves ¢ Editors,” venture on biog-, trine, and the nutnber of these has vastly increaseq
raphy in the propersenseof the word.  Furassuredly during thelast half century. . . The ‘middle way’
Juhn Gregory Pihe was oue of the - excellent of the is now thronged by multitudes. A mutaal approx-
earth, and pity it would be that through any mista- imation has been gradually going ou, between the
Ken delicacy vn the part of his sons, the uppurtunity two sectivns into which the body is divided ; and for
should be lust of setting befure the chiurdies a vivid ourselvis we can only express regret that any middle
purtratituce,—v v id but not tou ntinate, —of @ charac-; wall of partition, in the shape of technical impedi-
ter that deserves not merely the veneration of 4 few,, ments, should be permitted to exhibit those as nomi-
but the study and imitation of all. - We heartily hope nally in twain, whose views of the leading doctrines
that the demand for the present work will soon make and ordinances of the guspel render thewm essentially
that course inevitable, and we exhort these “worthy one,"—(P. 38.)
children of a worthy sire " to address theinselves to;  Exactly so! We echo this expression of regret
the tash betimes, regarding it not merely as a duty, from our inmost svul.  Why the severence should
to therr father s memory ,—an obligation which they lounger coutinae we cannot pereeive, and we sincerely
may Justly consider they have already honourubly ibelicvc that tur thuse wlo are essentially oue to be
discharged,—but as a favour capected by the multi- apparently divided is a grievous mistake, whilst for
tudes to whoie lus name 15 sv greatly eudeared, andany to wilfully perpetuate the division is nothing
as an uct of humage tv the Redeouer whose image less than a sin. As forthe Y tedd ical objections”
he so largely bore. jalluded to by the editors, we are ignorant of their
A Bapyst nunester's Life in these days is not often, nature, and should feel deeply indebted to them it
eventtul, and we are to lovk to Mr. Pihe’s own energy, they would make The Freeman the channel of diffus-
of character fur whatever inudents give importauceing what information they possess on the subject.
and an aspect of dignity tu his ministerial carcer., We cannot imagine that in the present state of the
He was the sun of Dr. Pihe, & Presby terian minister,, denomination, when ministers pass freely without
at Ihghgate, whuse doctninal views did not, however,, censure and without remark from the pulpits of one
present tum frum sending his sun, at the early age of section to thuse of the other, when the oneness is
eighteen, to Wymondley Academy, with the view of jcomplete in everything but that outward compactnesg
Lus entening the muistry,  How far the young sta-, which gives entire unity of action, thcre can Le any
dent was already a Chitsstian we can hardly perceive permaunent or honourably defended barrier to the
from the memuir, but duning his stay at Wywondley | cousummation of a univn arising out of parchmeat
he became a Baptist, the ouly other Baptist in the conditivas or obsulete to hnicalities. At all events,
college beng vur venerable friend, Dr. March.  Both we iuvite the Messrs, Pike to a further insestigation
his own disposition, and the counsels of his father,,of the subject, and promise them the full vse of our
inclined hum to ddigence in study, and although the, columos and our own hearty co-uperation in Lring-
curniculum at Wymoudley was oot at that time very ing about an end that we believe to be eminently
severe, Mr. Pike left the academy with a mind very jdesirable, and one that would doubtless have been
fuirly furnished. It is to be noted, however, as char- ) cordially welcomed Ly their venerated father.
acteristic of the taition then thought adequate fur oy In the year 18v9, bLeing then twenty-five years of
thevlogic il student, that throughout the entire termage, Mr. Pike was invited to accep! the pastorate of
of his college-hife, he never composed, much less the General Baptist church at Derby. He had
preached, a suigle sermon!  So fur, indeed, was e, employed bhimself since leaving college not only in
from being sure of his own qualifications fur the wurk | the compo-ition of sermons, but in preaching extem-
to which lus whole svul was dirceted, that for sume  purancously, an art of which he became eventually
time after leaving coliege he becane a teadher in aja distinguished master. Baxter appears ever to have
school. remained his favourite model, and from the accounts
His becoming a Baptist was not pleasing to his here given, as well as from his several publications,
father, aud be was panfully uncertain what course it is abundanty manifest that Le acguired much both
to pursue, when an apparent accident threw Limof the unction and the facility of that eminent
into contact with the Rev. Joseph lughes, of Butter-jpreacher. During the first year of his ministry at
sea, to whom he communicated his desite of devouag,; Derby, no fewer than fifty-¢ight persons were added
hunself to the ministry of the gospel. Before this|to the church, and this remarkable degree of use-
peniod, the complexion of his religivus sentnmentsh.xd‘fulnnss su coustantly characterised his preaching
been frequently indicated by the admiration he cun- that we find it undiminishied after the lapse of thirty
fessed for the wntings of Baxter; and Mr. Hughes years,for in the year 1842, the first yearof his preach-
thought 1t right to recommend Mr. Pike to attachjing in the new and spacious chapel in St. Mary’s-
himseif to the General Baptist Body , advice whichgate, fifty-one converts were baptized. Seldom, in-
Mr. Pike readily followed, * because,” to use his own deed, has usefulness like this been vouchsafed to
words,  they go mn the muddic way between those who any  minister, Lut seldom, it must be confessed,
insist wholiy or chicily on the docirines of the gospel, have there Leen ministers to whom that secret of
and thoese who msist wholly ur chiefly on its moral- useful preaching, in Mr. Pike's own words,—* having
A )
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the heart full of the sulyect,”"—was so fumiliar as to him.

Abundant as his labours were in Derby and the
surrounding villages, Mr. DPike's energies were fu
from exhausted in so narrow a sphere.  His heart
hiad very eatly felt the yearnings, which are porhaps
common to zealuus converts, for the toils and perils
of the missionary field. Even before entering the
munstry, when attending for the fiest time the aunual
meeting of the Association, as & specator of its pro-
ceedings, hie ad ventured un sending to the brethren
an anonyinuvus letter on the subject of aissions,
which had so lighly gratified them that it was or-
dered to be printed. And now that he had guined
an honorable place in their assemblies, he used all
bis influcnce to induce them to espuuse the mission-
ary cause. e speedily cummenced a serics of ani-
mated printed appeals, which he cuntinued from yeat
to year, uaul they resulted, in 1817, in the furmatior
of a General Baptist Missivnary Society. This is onc
of thuse disunct denominational forms of activity,
the cummencement of wlhuch itis impussible to blame,
or indeed tu retrain fivm highly applauding, but
whose coutinuance as a separate soviety we cannot
but regret.  Mr. Pike was certainly not to blame for
advocating separate action. The reasons he gave
for it were suund, and will continue sv us lung as the
denominativn  is divided, bat there cannot Le a
doube that the effect of the whole division is tv weahen
the missivnary cause, tugether with all the other un-
dertakings of the clurgh.  Mr. Pike's fervor soun
kind.ed a clristian zeal in churches that were tov
generally Janguid , and what Audrew Fuller did for
ene scetivn of the denomination, this worthy ful-
lower in his steps did for the other. He was ap-
pointed seuritary of the new sodiety, and his time
was heucdfurtl largely occupied in conducting mis-
sionary curiespundence, travelling from place to
place, preaciing missionary sermons, and inoculating
the cliurclics with his own missivnary spirit.  We
had marhed several passages, illustrative of the self-

pastoral superinteadence of a clhiurch of about five
bundred members, and of a congregntion of double
that number,—that he ociasionally delivered a lec-
ture to the Young Men's Clristian JAssociation, at-
tended mectings in connexion with the Bible and
I'ract Societies in Derby and the neighbothood, and
took a very active part, both at home and in London,
w effurts to resist the endowinent of the Popish Col-
iege at Maynooth,—when this brief summary of one
year's empluyment is considered, it is obvious that
Lis mental and physical energics must have been
taxed to the ulmust, and we aced not wonder that
Le should remark, ‘I often thiuk of your dear mo-
ther's words, Zhere i no rest fur you here,—und so it
seems, the mussion alune is quite sufticient for one
persun’s business, and more than one could fully do,
if Lie had nothing clse to engage hin'  Aud if to
this lengthened list of savices is added the fact that
Lis official income, both from the chuich and the
mission, never cxcecded £180 per annum, it will be
cvident that his disinterestedness cqualled his de-
votedness, and that buth were displayed on a scalo
that has seldom been surpassed.”—(2’. 280.) .
A man with so mach employment on his hands
had need be ready bodh with his tongune and his pen,
aud Mre.Pike was fluent with both, ¢ fuund tine,
as half the world hnows, t&® write buoks which, if
they can make little pretensions to the artificial
graces of diction, have the far lofiier (harms of a
pu.lios that moves the heart, and an earnestness of
purpose that awakeus the slumbering conscience, and
whichi have been more eatensively useful, in all pro-
bability, than the writings of any ether author of the
preseat century. 1is * Persuasives to Early Piety,”
written in 1818, has probubly had mdlwns of read-
ers, and the numcrous iustances of its woefulness de-
tailed in this memuoir, are only illustrations of what
it must have effected in innumerable cases never to
be generally known. The * Guide tv Young Disci-
p'~ " is only inferiur to the carlier publication in at-

denying and laborioms cunstancy with which Mr. tractiveness and adaptation to its purpuse , aud these
Pike applicd Limself to this work for so many years, two norhs together place Mr. Pike on the same plat-
but we cannot do better than eatract the last of thew, form, as a teacher of the multitude, with the autlior
which will sufficicutly ealiibit the tenor of bhis life,jof the “Pilgrim’s Progress,” and the “Grace Abound-
and will show that the fluw of his energies was un-jing.” In point of geuius, indecd, there is but littlo
spent when old age was rapidly advancing, Hissvns,room fur comparison, but they possess the same
write of Lim in 1843,— strong ronvictions of truth, (he same simplicity and
& After the opeuing of St. Mary's-gate chapel, Mr. directness of address, aud what the vneaccumplished
Pike fult it necessary to abridge the number of his|by an imagination teeming with the sublimest im-
labours ablivad, and coufine himself more exclu- agery, the other effected in an inferivr degree Ly a
sively tv Lis charge at home. Bat even after this felicitous application of anccdote. In both there
they weie suffivicutly numerous and oncrous, as is;was the same mental habit of devotional feeling, the
evident frum the' fact, that during this year, which | “having the beart full of the subject,” which chiefly
may be tahen as an average specimen of uthers, he gives pungency to appeals, and ensures, beyond any
preachud from home on fifteen sabbathis, visited fur mere intellectual gifts, the success of the preacher
the purpose of preaching, or attending missionary ;and the writer.
meetings, ur, as was frequently 1the case, for buth,; In this multiplicity of labours, joined with which
gixt, -four tunns, and was engaged in these services,,during a considerable portion of Lis lite nas the tui-
or in tras elliug arising out of them, one hundred and | tion of missionary students, and the editing of “The
twenty-six days.  Whin to this is added, that a con-, General Baptist Repository,” Mr. Pihe spent upwards
siderable number of these services were on specal of furty years. Aflictions and ‘nfirmitics were for
occasivns, such as preaching Letore the quarterb'the most part reserved for that period of life when
confircace of the churdhies, the opening of new cha- they interfere less with active empluyment, so that
pels, tie vrdination of pastors and missivnaries, and,; his © reer of usefulness was almost without interrup-
therefure, requiring special preparation,— that ke tion. As age advanced upon him he cousented to the
was condudtiug an extensive correspundence on mis-|election of a co-pastor, and the arrangement un-
sionary :ubjects with brethiren in China, India, Ame- | donbtedly ought to have promoted Lis comfort and
rica, aud the churches at home, and invariably pre-,repuse.  We regret to find it was otherwise ; and wo
pared thc annual report, a document generally ex- hope that the facts whick have lately cume to light
tending to sixty pages outavo,—that he wrote, at the in referenie to the subject of vo-pastorship, both
desire of the Assuciation, the ‘Letter to the Charches,’, here and in the © Life of Clristopber Anderson,”—
sclectivns from which were given in the preceding fucts which are too probably only cxamples of a ge-
chapter,—that he wrote usually about six tracts neral rule, will meet with the most strious attention
a-year for the Tiact Suciety,—that he had the sole,of our ministers and churches. There is much need
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of a right understanding, and if it were possible, of
some due regu'ation of such engagements; for, as it
is, they tou frequently furnish fuod for the world's
scandal instead of ministering to the church’s
strength.

Thungh enfeebled by age and aflliction, and weighed
down by many sorrows, this veteran soldier of Christ
died with his armour on. On the afternoon of Sep-
tembier dth, 1854, he returned home from a walk in
the tuwn, at about four o'cloch :—

“Ie went into his study, and sat down to write
several letters. He had directed an envelope to his
cldest sun, and was about to write, making definite
arrangements for a contemplated visit to Bourne on
the 1Uih instant,  Othicr envelupes were directed, and
one note was just commenced ; but ouly a few words
were written, when his hand, in the geatlest possible
manney, was arrested by the resistless stroke of
death.  He was found by bis youngest dauglver, who
was surprised at his not coming down to tea, seated
at his hibrary table, his head resting upoun the desk,
his spectacles undistmibed, and his pen still in his
hand. The act of dissolution appeared to have oc-
curred, without a struggle or a pang, the counte-
nance betokening perfect repose and tranquility. .
The very last words h@ wrote were in acknowledg-
ment of a donation of five guineas from another gen-
tleman to the funds of that suciety which he had been
instrawental in establishing, and over whose inter-
ests he bLad watched with a solicitude that only ter-
minated in the very article of death.”—( 2. 386.)

That a life so hunorably spent should be clused
amid the general homage of men, is, or at least ought
to be, only a matter of course. All Derby was af-
fected ut Mr. Pike's decease. LEpiscopal clergymen
vied with Disseuting ministers in paying respect to
bis memory ; multitudes of strangers juined in the
long-drawu-out funeral prucession; while Loth the
pulpit and the press procdaimed lis praise and de-
plored his loss. For this ¢ Mcemoir and Remains,”
too, not a few will be grateful. It was right that the
very fragments should be gathered up for the sake
of those to whom every fragment will be precious.
But there s a wider dirde otill, there are the millions
to whom the “Persuasives” have made, and will make
Mr. Pike’'s name familiar as a “ household word,"—
for them, and for a yet larger class who perhaps will
never look at a bouk of religivus exhortation, but
who cannot fail to be attracted by a beantiful life, it
is very desirable that the story of that life should be
told again, and that the man, the preacher, the au-
thor, the mission-labourer,—his soul instinct at all
times with holy devotedness and Lenevolent zeal,—
should be briefly but vividly depicted to the world.
For such a task worthily performed, the world itself
will in due time, be thankful.

From Evangelicat Christendom.

HOPEFUL INDICATIONS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE.
Boxy, June 2, 1855.
25, Weber Strasse.
My Dear Brotner—You will be glad to hear that
the Church in Germany, is continuing to show signs
of hfein this land of the Rhine, so full of exciting
historical remembrances. This inteenal life of God
in the souls of men is making itself felt and mani-
fested in many ways, both in the established church
and among Dissenters. I mentivn the following
Jucts :—
1. Itis a fact that, in the upper classes there is 2
longmg after the pure truth of Gud, such as for many
years has been unknown bere. Ispeak not of all, or

even of the most, bat of mar—; and even thisis a
sign of the times, when we consider that, formerly,
every man who boasted of a liberal education, and
a smattering of philosophy, rejected with scorn the
saving doctrines of Christianity. The person of the
Redeemer was despoiled of its glory, and the won-
ders of redeeming love designated contemptuously
the “Blood theory of the faunatics.” Now, in many
cases, it is altogether different; and I know many
respectablo families where prayer, reading of tho
Word of God, and daily family worship are being
introduced. This i3 truly a token for good, and
should lead us in deep thankfulness to the throne of
grace.

2. Ttis a great fact, that the Dissenters from tho
Established Church, Mr. Ouncken and others, have
exercised a most healthful influence over the mem-
bers and ministry of that Church. Indeed, T have,
myself, no hesitation (though an Establishment man)
in saying that & main part of the present religious
movement in this land is, under God, to beattributed
to Mr. Oncken and the Baptists. They gave the im-
pulse, and others helped, and are still helping, to
diffusc over the land the rising tide. Many people

.{went to hear theirpreachers, not because they wanted

to he re-baptised, but because they wished to hear
the Gospel faithfully and earnestly preached.

3. The annual conference of the pastors of the
Rhine provinces, met here Iast Wednesday, under the
presidency of Mr. Von Bethmann Hollweg. The As-
sembly was numerous and brotherly, and manifested
very clearly that the old ecclesiastical forms do not
suit the convictions and intelligence of the age. The
first discussion was on the rite of confirmation,
which is still retained in the German Protestant
churches. The facts aro these: the law of the land
has appointed fourteen as the legal age for confirma-
ation, though the rite may be performed later in
some cases; till this is done, they have none of the
rights of citizenship, so that g servant cannotgeta
place, or an apprentice a master; before they are
confirmed they must profess their faith in the
Redeemer, according to a given formula. These
facts, taken together, have brought many of the
German pastors to the conviction that the present
mode of confirming is conducive to hypocrisy and
falschood. This wa3 asserted unanimously in the
conference. It was proposed to separate the act of
confirmation altogether from the rights of citizen-
ship, and that the State should accept instead of it
the pastor's certificate that the candidates were in-
structed in the Christian religion. This, however,
was felt to be too bold in a matter that belongs
formally to the State. It was finally concluded that
the pastors should give more time and diligeace to
the teaching and training of the young before agd-
mitting them to confirmation and the Lord’s Supper.
They then discussed the subject of improper mar-
riages, and the Bonn mission ; which were interest-
ing, mainly, because they show that the German
Church is fully awuke to the evils in which sheis
involved, and diligently seiting herself to remove
them.

4. It is a fact that the Bible is becoming the stan-
dard to which rcason, conscience, and all buman
convictions must bow. This change is proved by
the things which come within the range of my own
observation: (1) the carnest orthodox pastor, or
professor, is always preferred to the speculative
rationalistic one; (2) a number of theological stu-
dents have writ'en essays on the ‘“blessings of the
free circuiction of the Scriptures.” Tbe tone in
these essays is excellent, and I have no doubt they

will be blessed of God. (3) At thelast * Kirchen~
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tag,” the old common dogma of the Germans “the
Bible is not God’s Word, but God’s Word is in the
Bible,” was solemnly and ananimously declared to
be false. This is a mighty step in advance, and
shows that the German Churchies are returning to
the old paths of their futhers.

5. Theo spirit of love and toleration is making pro-
gress amongst us, ne.twithstanding the crotchets of
Stahl and his party; nor should you in England
think it strange, that full and perfect liberty of con-
science should not be all at orce and universally
admitted in Germany. It cost many struggles, and
much precious blood in England, before the tyranny
of the Beast was broken ; and before us in Germany,
there remains a terrible struggle still. The three
powers of infidelity, superstition, and tyranny, like
the there leavens (of the Sadducee, the Pharisee,
and Herod) are working in the masses and muster-
ing their husts for the battle. But He that sits in
heaven shall laugh, the Lord shall hold them in
derision. All things are your's, and ye are Christ's,
and Christ's is God’s.

# Ve fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so twuch dread

Are big with mercy, and will break
1n biessings on your head."?

War, Gramay.

From Evaugelical Christendom,

THE INNER MISSION AND THE GERMAN
UNIVERSITIES.

BY THE REV. DR. HUNDESHAGEN, PROFESSOR OF THEOLO-~
GY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF HEIDELBERG.

The paper of which the following is an abstract,
was read by the learned professor before a Special
Conference of the Inner Mission, recently held in con-
nexion with the Kirchentag at Trankfort. The
paper itself is not yet published, and we are indebt-
ed to Dr. Ilundeshagen for the courtesy with which,
at our request, he has supplied us with this abstract;
as wcll as to one of his colleagues in the University,
by whom it was made from the original manuscript.
—Eps.

1t was anticipated by many thatthe Professor would
have spoken of the exertions of the Inner Mission
smongst the students. But Dr. Hundeshagen's view
of the subject is, that the Inner Mission should not
take its initiative with the students but with the
Professors, Because the spirit of the University is de-
termined by its Professors. The speaker continued
somewhat as follows :—

“The Inner Mission is a work of the Ioly Spirit,
and aims at the inner man—se dirige sur la morale—
by the renovating influences of the Holy Spirit opera-
ting upon man. Were the Professors of but a single
University filled with the Holy Ghost, then every
chair would immediately become a Missionary sta-
tion. IHence the Inner Mission at, the Universities has
nothing to do with the sciences, which are subjects
of acquirement, but with the individuals who teach
the oui wces.  The object to be achicved by the Tniver-
sttees ¢3 i+ acquisition of truth, attained by the combi-
nation of united effurt extending in every direction.
The temporal result of this combined Ilabour is
culture of some given kind.—And the Inner Mission has
first to address itself to the collective spirit of the
Universities, as represented by the Professors.  This
is to illuminate them with Gospel light, and, where
needful, to renew in them a spirit of repentance and
faith, In former times the Ubiversities were very

highly esteemed, but now-a-days it is quite other-
wise. The official title of an ancademicul teacher ig
just now anything rather than a title of honour.
» Professorial-wisdom, Professorial-action, Profes-
sors;” these words, when employed by men in practi-
cal life, are associated with no small degree of con-
tempt. Invectives are, however, inadmissible by the
Inner Mission. It is thoroughly puerile for one
class to challenge the other as the sole source of
mischicf. At one time the clergy mu * bear all the
burden on their shoulders, at another diplomatists,
and at another soldiers. Now the Professors must
take their turn. Hercupon the orator proceeded to
show what object the Tnner Mission hastoachieve with
relation to the Universities. 1le does not think that
the Inner Mission should oppose the study of philoso-
phy. For although philosoplty has frequently acted
prejudicially to religious interests, still a profound
philosophic system is wholly opposed to shallowness,
wantonuness, and frivolity. But the Inner Mission
should be especially directed to counteract the im-
pression of the Rousseau school, which is well noted
by the majority of our German scholars, as serving
as o basis for what is styled * German culture.”
Rousseauism, opposed to superannuated injustice, to
the brutal despotism of public life, to scholastic cal-
lousness and misconduct in the hierarchy, to the
trampling upon individual rights and existence,
established and set up an ideal of humanity; in which
were constructed numerous theories of the rights
of man, of human happiness, philanthropy, &ec.
Throughout Germany the ideas of a purer, nobler,
and more beautiful humanity were diffused by Less-
ing, Herder, and Schiller. An ideal of humanity
forms the centre of this system.  Ience has origina-
ted an idolatry of humanity. The Inner Mission hag
especially to counteract this. It must obtain for
that system, which regards God as the centre, a
decided victory over that which, in the Rousseaun
school, is assigned to man. For Rousseau’s senti~
ments entirely subvert the fundamental conceptions of
spirituality.

Instead of saying, ¢ Be ye perfect, as your Father
in heaven is perfect,” Rousseau says, As your hu-
manity is perfect. Instead of saying, * Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and every
other thing shall be added unto youn,” Rousseau's
school says, Seck first everything else, and per-
chance the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness may be added likewise. God does not allow
Himself to be mocked, nor will e give His glory to
another. And for this reason IHis sentence has judi-
cially been pronounced against creature or hero
worship ; Creature-worship was originally metaphy-
sical, but necessarily terminated in the animal. The
animalism ( Bestialismmus, Thierheit, Brutalitat,) of our
modern humanitarians, accords fully with the simplo
optimism of the ancients. The just judgment of God
will overtake the animalism of Ludwig Feurbach,
which undertakes to refine humanity by an im-
proved mode of feeding it, and which, openly
cnunciated, would thus express itself :—* Man made
God .after his own image, after_the image of man
made he bim.” It is easy to imagine what great
injury this authropocentric mode of contemplation
would inflict upon the Universities, with reference to

their highest aim. It has betrayed many into the
coarsest frivolity, into notorious vulgarity, received
with applausive shouts by huudreds, and of clapping
of hands by thousands. It has at least deprived
others of warmn Christian heartiness in matters affect~
ing the State and the Church, their fellow-country-
men, and their nation, so that all their labours are

restricted to literature, and withheld from the active
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dutics of life—only willing to learn from literature, [untothem, forbearing threatening, knowing that your

they reject all practical experience. Here the speaker
referred to a passage of the celebrated author of
# Typpolitus,” who, by the strength of his genius,
the authority of his learned dissertations, and the
honesty of his purpose, has portrayed Germany and
German science to BEnglishmen most advantageously.
The passage ruus thus :(—“What we now have to do
is to rescue the prosecution of science from threaten-
ing degencracy and from inevitable downufal, since
practical experience, which is its necessary comple-
ment, i3 now rejected.” The learned marn certainly
needs quict and retirement, but let him beware of
perfect indifference to the passing affairs of life, from
indifference as to the welfure and misery of his fellow-
men. Humanitarinnism, as a tree. has borne some
beautiful but solitary specimens of fruit; it has borne
however no mature sterling fruit to serve as a basis
for our national education, no fruit for cternity, for
as “ Man does not live upon bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God,” so a
Fellow of a University does not live by learned lore
alone, but likewise by tiiat truth which procecdsforth
from God. Allthe higher blessings of life hang upon
onc word, that word is faith. Through the apprehen-
sion of faith the individual sciences are associated
with each other, and aggregated science with religi-
ous life. An education which has lost its fiith in
Almighty goodness can supply no appreciation of the
excellency which may exist in the noblest forms of
human virtue. But since faith is given by God to
none without repentance, the Gospel spirit of repent-
ance and faith must come to help to regenerate the
Universities. The Professor concluded as follows:
I have much at heart upon which I might have spo-
ken, but above all the method to be adopted by the
Inner Mission, in presenting itself to the Universities,
I might have reminded the Inner Mission, to have
remained true to its character as a work of the
Holy Ghost, to trust itself solely to the Holy
Spirit, and on no account to avail itself of
temporal aid, even though it should be urgent-
Iy pressed to do so. The Inner Mission has some
very peculiar difficultiecs at our highest educa-
tional institutions, because a very sharp look-out is
kept, not merely to prevent any intrusion upon their
own “religion,” but likewise to see that nothing be
obtruded upon the prejudices of the creedless or
feeble-minded. And why shall T not be permitted to
remind you that up to this very hour there are infir-
mities and short-comings in the Inner Mission, and
that possibly there may be many associated with it
who to this day are destitute of belief, or very weak
in faith, as to whom it migit be predicated that they
have not walked and do not actually walk in the
light of the Holy Spirit ? If we wembers of the Inner
Mission be not perfectly sincere, if we fear men more
than God, why then it can ncver come to pass that
the Universitics should be regenerated by the agen-
cies of repentance and faith. Therefore, dear breth-
ren, with the earnest admonition to increase in
knowledge and all understanding with reference to
Divine and human things, and ever renewedly to try
whether they be acceptable to or disallowed by the
Holy Spirit, and by Him only, and then to risc our
newly-acquired knowledge to a joyful and cheering
confession with the Lps, as the great Apostle of the
Gentiles witnesssed, in Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7, not merely,
# Servants, be obedient to your masters according to
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of
your heart, as unto Christ; not with eye-service, as
men-pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing
the will of God from the heart;” but also to witness,
as in Epb. vi. 9, “Ye masters, do the same things

Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of
persons with Him.” Dear brethren, hiad the Church
continnally given its testimony asthe Gospel doos in
the ubove instances, Roussean’s school would never
have existed. 1Iad the Evangelical Church horne its
continuous testimony, as your great Reformer wit-
nessed to the University of Wittemberg, 4. n. 1525, in
the terms of the Apostolic text, against the germs of
Rousseauism in the poor misled peasantry, and also
against the DPriuces and the Maguates who had
created duch confusion and tronble—had the Church
and its theologians not so entirely forgotten to
discharge their prophetic duties, witliout distinction
of persons, Germany would not have pre.cnted 8
moral and religious world, rent and split into hostile
factions, nor should we now have to combat creature-
worship in our Universities. Indefatigable, and
charged with the Holy Spirit as Paul was, daring in
the power of God, and fearless of man, as Luther,
such is the armour required for the work of the Inner
Mission.

FACTS FROM THE LEEDS FREEMAN.

Tur Privutive MeTnonist Consexion.—The thirty-
sixth Conference of the Primitive Methodist Connexion
held itg sittings in West-street chapel, Hull, The
services were numerously attended. To the credit of
many of the preachers, both itinerant and local, i
was manifest that while they wished to give utterance
to sound speech which cannot be condewmned, they
arc incomparably more desirous to convert sinnerp
from the error of their ways, than to make a vain-
glorious display of pulpit eloquence. T'emperance
meetings were also held, and were attended by a
large concourse of people. A camp-meeting was held
in the Corporation Field. Three preaching-stands
were occupied by delegates from different parts of
the country ; it is estimated that from 8,000 to 10,000
persons attended the services. Travelling preachers,
585 ; local ditto, 9,981 ; class-leaders, 6,832 ; chapels,
5,214, schools, 1,579, children, 126.680 ; teachers,
23,352; members last year, 107,813; this year,
105,907.

Tue Musiricent Poor.—The Rev. George Mulley,
whose name is so well hnown in connexion with the
Orphan House, Bristol. recently made known an ine
teresting fact. A servant woman had long heen in
the habit of giving him a guinea a year towards the
Orphan Asylum, and recently she waited on him with
£200, which she bestowed as a gift to the missionary
operations. Surprised, he enquired how with her
small means she could make such an offering, when
she said it was the savings of her whole life, which
she had accumulated as a provision for her old age.
By the legacy of a small annuity from a distant rela-
tive, she was now placed above the fear of want, and,

therefore, she desired to offer her savings as a gifs:

before the altar of the Lord. e adimire, as is most
justly due, the liberality of the rich ; let us not refuss
to pay a tribute to the munificence of the poor.

GEeNERAL Barrist AssociatioN.—The following ar-
rived too late for insertion in the report of this Age
sociation in our last. A resolution was passed at the
meeting expressive of desire for & closer union be-
tween the two sections of the Baplist denuriination,
and directing the secretary to correspond with the
committee of the Baptist Union on the desirableness
of holding its next annual session in the town of Not=
tingham.

Afflictions are not so much threatened, as promised,

to the children of God.

-,
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For the Gospel ‘T'ribunc.
DEALIL
NY TUR FORKSY
Mysterious change ¢ what terrors clothe thy brove,
Ay verging ou eternity we stand,
Cioth'd 1t 1o w.otal gube, we view thee now
With 1ron sceptee i thy wan tight hand.
Thou art, say what? the fiat of thy God—
The great specitic for the acting heart,
A withieriug breath thag sweeps o'er earth abroad—
Tehl, unnlon, tell—ay ¢, 1ol us what thou art,

BARD.

Art thou thie forfuit of uncheck’d desire 2

Go.d's retribution of delit quent man,

Nature's long sieep, or death’e eternal hire,

The consttmmation of crention's ptant

The pow’s iow vast, how veugefol is thy weath,
Thy conest as trackless as the wind's wild way,
Aud yet deth God define thy devious path,
Dircet thy goings, or conunand thy stay.

Insatiate victor ! thing’s a ruthle-s part §

10 =titl the pulse, 1o clog the wheels of life, .
o guatl the lite bicod o1 the beatiug heart,

And grapple nitaee in nuequal strite,

Whos¢ heart but pal-ies when he hiears thy tread,
Wiose soul hut quiyers 'neath thy eghaetly bre. *h,
Brave thy he were, yet heroisi’s tled

At thiestern preseuce of the Kng of death.

Disrohed moriahty, embodied here,*

By fancy’s ticuou=~drealiful sacrifice;

Nature cxclaiiug that .. vas bought too dear
1If for it plearures death imust be the price !
.Now »turtled con-civuce {10 her stupor wakes
Aud shoeks 10 tind her iunbereil years had fled,
With lrautic pray’r on wierey's ear she breaks
To graut hice respite Ciom thy presence dread,

The dying Christian, as thou drawest near,
Althd' no @nilt with palor shades his fuce,

A moment shrinks, they chatiut wheels to hear,
Hle Yongs, yeudreads, 1o ~sink in thy embrace,
Stiil not supinety do.h he shun ihe strife,

Tho' seraph’s hit him from a fricndly shore,
But bravely hatties for the God gift life

Tilt oue ueep quiver telts the straggle o'er.

The dark sout’d Deist hears thy coming tread
Aund quants to enter on the dark unknown,
Ihis boasting sucers, s empty courage fled,
Have teft the wreteh untended and alone ;
The panorauuna of eteruity

Doth specteat terror with her wand unroil !
Aghast hic gazes, and he fam would flee

For uow tuo late, he tinds he has a soul.

“The wartrior heroqat his country’scail

Forgets that tho ¢ ny'st siaap hia valor's crest

As swily winged upan the fated calt

You bear the bullet to his beating breast,

His valliaut heart ne’ce travails with a fear

Where ! elehing caunonr's loud toned thunders break,
Yet. can they breath perchance cowdense a tear,
Atleast a pator on that manly cheek.

The hoary ginner own’'s thee with a sigh,

In failing hearing, and iu sight growa dim,

Thy heralds 1ell hiae that thou'st drawn nigh,

In waning seuses und iu palsied tubd

His statl’ i3 broken, round the tomb he recls,

Y Jesus ! hie cries, ¢ Oh, ain 1 quite forgot 1?
But, Ah, Omuiputence, his sentence peals,

s The duor is closed,”? * depart, 1 know you not.*

Yet death, thou hast nottold us what thou art,
Wiheunce is thy pow’s to snap hic's silver chain,
To freeze the warnn tide In the beattug heart
And rend wortality’s bright haks o twain,

To tear the loved ones from cur arms nway,

To pluck the flow'r now withdred past perfuine,
To wrest the spirit from itscot ot elny

And blignt the rose-bud bursting intw bloom.

Art thou that pow’r by which just heaven wreaks
113 wrath on wan for his inconstaucy ?

Art thou—stay ! hark ! Eternal Wisdom speaks—
Death is the portal of Eternity,

The portat ! Ab, the my try now is sotved,

‘I'he my stic fear that caured the soul to shrink,
Tuat nitu.e (from her very law,) ab=olved

That almoat bade her to forget to think,

'Tis done, 'tis done, the doubits are now dispetled,
The gloomy clouds (around the heart.) withdrawn
*Gainst w hich in pride i1 oftentimes releiled 3

A sliver day spring now beginy o dawu,

Yet, Uh, what gloomy shaduwe hiere surround
This dark vented gateway to the Eternal's throne,
Ceunnesean horrurs hath the areade crown'd,
One silver cay of light hath lit aloue.

Rehigion, with a crystal lusire stands,
The wWord, like vest uents round her form doth play,
And points (a golden sceptre in her hauds,)
The wearied pilgritn to the “ narrow way 3
He enters, and the wiystic lord is puss’d,
He tinds his spirit in his lieht s free,
*I'is us, the conquest of the geave at last,
Elysiun pleasures and Eiernity,
AURORA, August, [855.

For the Gospe! Tribune.

THE LIGHT IN WIICH THE CANADA BAPTIST
UNION 18 VIEWED By OUR REGULAR BRETIIREN.

As certain remarks of the editor of the Christian
Messenger, who scems to think, in the n. e of his
brethren, manifest sad misconception of the naturo
and design of the C. B. U,, perhaps a few observa-
tions may assist him and his readers to a better
understanding

The first remark I shall notice runs as follows:
“This Union (viz., the C. B. U.) which the Montreal
Witness presumes is formed on the open Com. basis:
and which is ccrtainly not a Union of Regular Bap-
tists, as they themeelves allow.”

Was it fuir in the editor to give bis readers the
presumptions of the Montreal Witness, when he could
have easily had our own explanation of the nature
of our organization? Itis true he is not bound to
read the Zribune; but if he meant to treat us fairly,
not to say brotherly, he was bound to give our own
explanation in preference to the presumptions of any
stranger, if that was within his reach. Had he con-
sulted a short article commencing on page 331 of the
Tribune he would have scen that the basis of our
Union is no more open than it is close. It may be
the Close brethren will refuse to identify themselves
with the Union—that will be their blame; the door
is set wide open. Ile says, we oursclves allow our
Union is not a Regular Baptist Union. He will

< please to be corrected here ; for we assure him most
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decidedly that we allow no such thing. Our Co -
stitution -hows distinctly that it is our wish aud

intent tha all Baptists who hold those views of

Gospel trath called Evangelical should unite in one
body, and present an undivided frout to the enemy;
und, therefore, it is the design of the Union to em-
brace even Regular Baptists if Evangelical,  Indeed,
Regular Baptists in the strict and proper sense of the
terms (¢ c., Christians regularly baptised) are pre-
cisely the material we want. It is, however, difficult
to see what was the cditor’s object in giving his
readers the presumption of the Montreal Witness

when he immediately confesses that the Union is
formed to resuscitute those uperations which were

commenced in 1836, and suspended in 1848. The
editor of the Messenger certainly knows the Union
that carried on these operations was not on the open
Communin busis.  Perhaps he can easily account fur
this apparent inconsistency.

The next remark we notice runs as follows: #The
question of Upen or Close Conmmunion is one which
has Leen productive of no simall amount of agitation
among the Baptists of Canada, and the result has
clearly proved that it was impossible for open and
strict Communion Baptists to work harmouniously to-
gether in denominativnal operations.”

As to the * agitation,” there is no denying that it
has existed; but who has been to blame? To us it
seems quite clear that Strict Commuuionists them-
sclves have been solely to blame. It can be casily
shown that the “agitation” has been confined cn-
tirely to their ranks. The Open brethren have not
felt the least perturbation on the subject; nor ean it
be shown that they have, cither as a body or as iu-
dividuals, manifested any peculiar zeal to proselyte
their brethren.

We would congratulate our brethren that agitation
will now be at an end, for the editor of the Messenger
twice or thrice assures us Regular Baptists have no-
thing to fear but much to hope from the organization
of the Union; and this is somewhat unacconutable
sceing the Union is mercly the old one resuscitated ;
and while that existed they thought they had reason
to be agitated exceedingly, and their agitation was
such that its effects were felt from Montreal to Sand-
wich.

As to the imopossibility of Open and Close Baptists
working harmoniously together, I observe it does
sometimes appear to be impossible for Close Baptists
themsclves to attain to harmony of action; and, in-
deed, in that system which ignores the exercise of
Christian forlearance, it is imnpossible that harmony
canprevail; and the result of every attenpt to attain
it in Christian communitics on any other principle
will only go to demonstrate the impossibility.

But docs the editor of the Messcnger mean his as-
sertion to apply without qualification? Ur is it
applicable only to Canada? Surely, he caunot be
ignoraat that the English Baptists have been trying
co-operation in denominational operations,—such as

sustaining foreign and home missions, and even edu-
cational institutes, and we have never yet heard of
their coming to the conclusion that harmony is im-
possible. Very far from it. They realize greater
harmony, it may be presumed, in working together
than the Regular Baptists of Canada cnjoy working
by themselves. Then if there be realy an jmpossi-
bility of harmonious co-operation in Canada, itis
no proof .that Close and Open Baptists cannot har-
moniously co-operate in any circumstances, but
merely that they cannot do so in Canada, and tho
blame must attach to either the one or the other, or
to both of the parties. The Open brethren being
conscious of having done all in their power to obtain
union and co-operation with their Close brethren,
feel completely relieved from blame in the matter.
On the other hand, the Close brethren, having abso-
lutely refused to cu-vperate with the Open Lrethren,
except in the matter of receiving their coantributions,
are clearly chargeable with the impossibility; and
are of course responsible for the consequences. Un-
less thea there be sumcthing about the Open Com-
munionists of Canada, that is not about those in
England to justify our brethren in rejecting our over-
tures for co-operation, which, as far as we know, is
not cven pretended, it must be casy to decide where
the blame lies. If it was the the duty of the Closo
Baptists in Canada to scparate themselves from their
Open brethren, it must also have been the duty of
those in Englund to se, .cate from the Oper brethren.
But who wilf dare to say it? The cditor expresses
regret “that the line of demarkation was not dis-
distinctly drawn soon.” But is it, indeed, a matter
of regret that the complete schism now effected in
the Baptist body in Canada was not effected sooner?
And must it be viewed as matter of regret that as
perfect 2 schism was not long ago cffected in the
Baptist body in England? But who among them will
be prepared to sympathise in such regrets? Did
Fuller, Booth, Kinghorn, or their’compeers, regret
the want of a distinct line of demakration between
them and the Rylands, the lalls, the Hngheses, the
Coxes and the Carsons, &c., of Britain? Itis to be
hoped such regrets are chicfly confined to the Close
Baptists in Canada.

I now notice the following remark: “Now that
those brethren have formed themselves into a society
~the constitution of which defines their views dis-
tinctly, so that there can be no mistake about the
matter, &c.”

It is here insinuated that before the publication of
the Constitution of the Baptist Union, our views and
principles were indistinctly known,—that they had
been kept in the back ground, so that Close Baptists
were liable to mistake us for what we are not. We
repeal this insinuation, and deny explicitly that there
has ever been the least ground for it.  Though we
do not view it to be our duty to urge our views upon
our brethren, we have nevertheless frankly avowed
them on all proper occasions ; for we arc by nomeans



THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

113

ashamed of them. And though we do often find

in this respeet at least they have gained nething by

{
k]
C Close Baptists betraying gross ignorance of our absolutely refusing to unite or co-operate with uy;
{ principles, it is not for the want of the means of in- |{oF zhcxf-Atreutmcm of us has given us just provoca-
; formation. tion,—yea, has made it our duty to appeal both to
i . L themselves, and to a religions public as to the serip-
{ Had the cditor seen the Constitution when he|tual sounduess of our principles ; and whether these
“ wrote his remarks he would have known better than |be sound or not, the very appeal may gain more con-
- ’;%: that it was “on the Opsn Communion busis,” for it is|Verts to our views than would have been the result
;

of their co-operating with us. At all events, the
public appeals which we now feel constrained to
mitke, would never have heen made had we received
that treatment from our brethren which Christian
brethren owe to each other; for we hold union and
forbearance among Christian brethren to be of vastly

explicitly stated in the second article that #it is dis-
tinctly understood and agreed on that every separate
Church has power to extend or limit the term of the
Communion of Saints.” It is evideut, however, that
wherever the the editor obtained his information, he
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Lknew cnough to enable him to say that both Close
and Open Communion are on equal terms in our
Constitution, for he knew it was the old Canada
Baptist Unior resuscitated, in the constitution of

which both views of Communion werc on equal terms,
as he must bave been well aware.

Anvuther remarh worthy of special notice runs thus:
% All we ask is to be left to pursue the even tenor of
our way without molestation.”

The insinuation hiere is that Close Communionists
bad been hindered by Open Communionists from
pursuing the even tenor of their way, or molested in
doing so. DButis this the fact? Onething is certain,
they made it & matter of deep concern and caution
to avoid giving offence to their sensitive brethren.
When the C. B. Magazine was conducted by Open
Communionists they cautiously kept aloof from the
gubject entirely; but when it fell into the hands of
the Close brethren, the toscin of war was immedi-
ately sounded, the gauntlet was thrown out, and a
challange given, and the Committee of the C. B. M. S.
had to intcrpose and stop the discussion vecaunse
their primsary or sole object was union and co-oper-
ation among the Baptists of Canada as such, for
Missionary and educational purposes. The Register
certainly through its whole course left the Ciose
brethren to pursue the ceven tenor of their way,
and never once mooted the unwelcome subject till
forced to do so merely to rebut gross and shameful
lics and misrepresentation.  Assuredly, for all that
appears, the Close® brethren have been, in every in-
stance the aggressors. Yea, when the Open
brethren were straining every nerve to maintain
peace and union. Their Close brethren were con-
triving to start a new and hostile periodical with the
not well concealed object of demolishing the entire
operations that had been carrring on under the
guspices of the C. B. M. S, and the C. B. U,, and
with the avowed ohject of c.iterminating Open Com-
munion and its adherents from Canada. It is surely
then with a rather bad grace that our Close brethren
tell us “All we ask is to be left to pursuc the even
tenor of our way without molestation.” We solemnly
assure our brethren that nothing was farther from
the intention of the Open brethren than to molest
them. or to hinder them in any shape from “*pursuing
the even tenor of their way.”  Perhaps the fact that
the brethren still held their principles as Open Com-
munivnists was cause of molestation to the Close
brethren. If so, they could not help that. They
did much to avoid molesting, but they could not Iny
down their principles till convinced by evidence that
they were wrong. If our holding to our principles is
realy such cause of molestation to our brethren that
they will have nothing to do with us, it may happen
that will be a cause of molestation to them still; for
we still hold our principles, and it may turn out that

© Uscd io the ** Regular™ wesiern sensc,

greater importance than the sudden triumph of Open
Communion principles. )

The editor of the Messenger 15 at the pains to give
us 2 double assurance that Regular Baptists huve
nothing to fear, but much to hope from our organiza-
tion, and we would give them 2 tenfold assurance, if
that would satisfy thum that we had no intention to
frighten them.  Onr Constitutivn hulds vut the olive
branch to all Evaungelical Christians, even Regular
Baptists.  True, our’s is a Baptist organization, and
though we refuse the designation Regular. 1t is
chicfly because we think we could not assume it
without insuliiug muny of vur brethren who ae ay
truly Baptists as oursclves, and we hope to be alle
carcfully to avoid cven the appearance of this evil.

None need be frightened at our organization; it
aiins to keal not 1o Lurt, except it be the powers of
darkress, and to hasien on the day when the envy
also of Ephraim shall depart—and Judah shall not
vex Ephraim.  And they shall not hurt nor destroy
in all God’s holy mountain.” Z. K.

DENOMINATIONALISMS.

On the subject of Scctarian names, a venerablo
Presbyterian minister writes in a note ordering the
second volume of the Gaospel Tribune as follows 1~

“1f n real union is desirable it should be carried
into cffect at once. But it must have a eatholic name,
Christ for its head, the word of God for its rule, an:
Christtan lore as its hond of union. This is simple
but cfficient.  Sectarian names will never prowoto
union. More of this by and by, when I have more
leisure. Iun the mcan time ge on with your work,
and may the blessing of Ilcaven attend your la-
bours.”

Another much esteemed friend, als  a Presbyterian,
in a recent letter, afler naming the New Testament
church, says :—

“The great characteristic of which, T think wo
agree in believing, was that it provided an open doar
for the admission of all those who professed and gave
reasonable cvidence that they were follvwers of the
Lord Jesus in sincerity and in truth, that they trusted
in Him for pardoun, for sauctification, and fur final
perfection and cternal blessedness ; while it es-luded
all who made no such profession, or whose profession
was belied by a life evidencing that they were not
under the power of religion. The Baptist denomi-
nation, as ] understand it, goces & great way tow.ards
this, as far as concerns the terms of communion, if
vot of membership, in p@rticular churches.  Still its
very namwe indicates a certain degree of exclusiveness.
Is there no possibility of this little remnant of ex-
«lusiveness being thrown away by the ministers and
people of God who form this denomination in Ca-
nada, especially at this juncture when they are about
to remodel their orgapization in some measure?
Could not individual churches be formed on the ba-
sis of acknowledged Christian character being tho
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sole term of membership; and could there not be a
Union ot all such churches as chose to euter into it,
which adopted this as the sole term of membership,
and which gave satisfactory evidence each to the
other, that they carried out the principle, nnd were
in reality churches or assemblages of Christians.
Such a Union might at first be small, but those who
composed it woutd at all events be frec of the guilt
of sectarianism, of rending up the body of Christ, of
exhibiting to the world unscemly divisions amonyg
the disciples of the Lord, instead of that unity which
was prayed for by our Lord as the great instrument
of the world's conversion. The change itself would
not be great; it would simply amount to throwing
away the exclusive name, and aflirming the two al-
most self-evident propositions, that cach Church
shonld consist of believers and believers only, or of
those whom Christian chzrity could judge to be such;
and that all such Churches should hold communiun
the one with the other. The chanpe, as to the
amount of it, would not be great, but its results
might be very important. The body, instead of be-
ing a wmere denomination, would be 2 nuclens, a cen-
tral magnet, attracting to itself the Christianity of
the land ; or, it this was not practically the case for
some time to any very large extent, those who com-
poscd it would at least feel that they had cleared
themscelves of the guilt of schism, which has been
the bane of the Christizn Churceh ; that they at least
were not blameable, if any Christizn or body of
Christians was separated from their communion.”
These remarks were very kindly tendered, in view
of the part taken by the conductor of the Gospel
P'ribune, in the call for a convocation which recently
resulted in the reorganization of the Canade Luaptist
Union, as set forth in the last number of this journal,
by the constitution of which, the right and theliber-
ty is umalterably secured to every individual and
church in connexion with the Union, to carry out the
views entertained of the communion of saints, and
of the Union of Cliristians, just as far, and yef no
Sfurther in any particalar, than the parties themselves
severally understand to be in strict accordance with
the holy oracles of Divine truth. Here then,is an or-
ganization, of which the most rigid close-commu.
nion churches may be consistent membess; every
church being at liberty to rcject from its sacramental
communion the membership of all the other churches
in the Union, should its views of duty require such
rejection: while at the same time, every church is
at pericct liber ; to assume the nost thorough
Christian-communion attitude, should it sce fit so to
do, to the full extent of receiving to its communion,
aund to its church-membership, Pedo-baptists as well
as Baptists; in fiact to receive every one that God has
recvived, sitnply on satisfactory cvidence being fur-
uished that He f&as recaved them. Should any re-
proach such a Union on the ground that a part of its
members may refuse communion-fellowship {o the
Tost, it is answered that they would do it out of the
Union, and that their isolated condition would only
make the matler worse. It is thus seen, that the
Canada Baptist Union secures to its members a very
Iarge amount of Christian liberty, presenting the
broadceat basis for the union of cvangelical christians
at present known to exist in®Canada. But the name
is sectarian!  Sectarian it certainly is; but would
any good result from changing it for another, while
uv other could better represent the denominational
position of the Union? In a convocation of all the
evangelical dcnominations of Canada, having in view
the termination of the sects, together with their
aamcs, for the purpose of forming onc grand Union
of the whole, it may be taken for granied that in

such a convoceation the Baptists of the Canada Union
will be as furward as any other sect to lay its name
willingly at the feet of their brethren.

The position taken by this journal in relation to
the termination of denuminationalisms, and the
bringing in of Christian union, then, is simply this;
that the scets are already so exceedingly numerous
as to render unwarrantable the organization of ano-
ther, even though it should have for its exclusive ob-
jeet the promotion of Christian union ; as the expe-
rience of the past fully proves, that neither the dis-
interesteldness of its object, nor the carnestness of its
protestations, could long save it from uecing viewed
and treated by the generality of mankind in the
light of a new sect; thus aggravating the evil
it was designed to remedy; and therefore, that in-
stead of participating in the furmation of new sects
for the promotion of union, its friends must labour
dircetly to secure an incorporated union of their re-
spective sects, with such others as may be to them
approachable, until the end is gained. The bodies
thus incorporated being necessarily liberalized by the
act, will be thereby prepared for further propositions
of incorporation, {ill the Church shall be freed from
the blight of sectarianism, and the world be led to
Lelieve by seeing all Christians codperating as one
body for its conversion to Gud, and associating to-
gethier as one fold, uuder one Shepherd.

In promoting union by incorporation, it is con-
ceived that o sect of Christinns should demand of
another as a pre-requisite to an incorporated union,
any greater or more complete conformity in doctrine,
than would be implied in their joint endossement of
the following nine particulars :—

“ 1. The Divine inspiration, authority, and suffi-
vieney of the Holy Scriptures; 2. The right and duty
of private judgment in the interpretation of the Holy
Scriptures; 3. The unity of the Godhead and the
Trinity of persons therein; 4. The utter depravity
of human nature in consequence of the fall; 5. The
incarnation of the Son of God, his work of atone-
ment for sinners of mankind, and his mediatorial
intercession and reign; 6. The justification of the
sinner by fuith alone; 7. The work of the loly
Spirit, in the conversion and sanctification of the
sinner; 8. The immortality of the soul, the resurrec-
tion of the body, the judgment of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ, with the cternal blessedness of the
righteous, and the cternal punishment of the wicked;
9. The Divine institution of the christian ministry,
and the obligation and perpetuitity of the ordinances
of Baptism and the Lord's supper.”

Agreement in the belief of these necessary things
being all that is now required hy evangelical sects,
n order to their juint recognition of cach other as
christians, so far as doctrine is concerned, it scems
obvious that a more perfect agreement should never
be made a condition of their incorporation in any
case. Should it be objected that an incorporation of
Sccts on a doctrinal basis so gencral, would involve
the necessity of allowing a diversity of teaching in
the body'; it is answered, that so long as they exist
as separate sects, that diversity of teaching must
continuc under greatly aggravated circumstances—
circumstances which make it the interest of each
sect to magnify the impoatance of its peculiaritics,
and which doom them, severally, to hug, almost of
necessity, the chains of their respective crrors, from
which they might soon be liberated by a free inter-
change of corrective teaching, which their incorpor-
ation would sccure, .while it would place them sll
under circumstances, in which it would no longer
be their interest to megnify their differences; and
thus peace and harmony might again be restored to
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the church on carth; imparting to her, pn'ma!ive'stood by the commnon reader. Since the time the
power in leding all nations to the obedience of faith. | translation was made the use of these words has un-
In relation to the question of Church government, dergone a change, so that although at that t.u‘ne they
important modifientior of existizg systems will, conveyed the idca.of the original with suflivient ex-
doubtlegs, b induced by the progressive incorpom-’ng'tness, they now in some passnges present a very
tion of the various sects of christendom. This much, (different meaning. Thqs in Isaiah 43: 13; « I will
however, is already universally conceded, that o child,}v(_)rk, and who shall let it 7' here the idcg of the or-
of God wmay live and reach the kingdom of glory iginal would now be better x.mdvrslooq it it had been
under the worst ccclesiastical system, which finds | rendered I:{::(Icr,_ or restrawn, fnstead of let. The same
an advocate among cvangelical christinns; and way be said of the passage in Rom. 1: 33 Now §
hence, upon the doctrinal busis already enunciated, would not have you ignorant, brethren, that often-
all the sects may at once proceed vigorously with times l purposed to come unto you, but was let hi-
the work of incorporation, with the distinct under- therto"—i. e. was kindered. In 2 Thess. 2t 1,itis
standing that every church which cannot be induced said ; “ only he who now letteth will let :"—if the
to accept of the church government approved :}nd word' let be here taken in the sense of to allow or
adopted by the majorizy of the incorporating bodies, permit, the correct meaning of the pussage can not
shall, under all circumstances, be considered as fully be obtained. The Greek word here translated let
entitled to govern itself; adopting episcopal, Pre=by- significs to restrain. o
terian, or congregational forms, as shall to it appear, Lrevent, from its derivation, means to come before;
the most desirable. Each church would thus possess then by a slight change, to anficipate. In the presens
the government of its choice, while, in connection ,use of this }vord, however, there is another and an
with the union, it would enjoy all the advantages of inseparable idea connected with the original ore. viz,,
organization, in giving cfficiency to its efforts for,to Ainder. When it is said in Ps. 119: 147-8, « 1
the evangelization of the world, and in promoting us‘prc\'cntcd thg dawning of the morning—mine eyes
own improvement by o widely extended christian prevent the night watches,” the word prevent must be
fellowship. The ‘secession of minorities from the taken according to its derivative meamng. Thusun-
general body of christians, had never been nes essary  derstood, David in.timalcs that he rose before the
had the majority always refrained from foolishly as- dm)'n of the morning to make his supplications, &c.
suming the power of cnforcing conformity, a power, It is not necessary to refer to all the instances of a
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which the results prove, God never committed to
man. Let this power be ouly heartily and forever
renounced, in all its bearings ; none presuming to act
as lord over God's heritage in any respect. And
swhereunto all have already attained, let them walk
by the same rule and mind the same thing ; honor-
ing the right of private judgment in all cases wherein
they differ, and the succession of schisms among
christians is at an end. Should the advocate of any
particular system of church government, object that
a single church cannot govern itself according to his
views of church polity, it is answered, that the views
which will not admit of a church governing itself
nor.yet of finding a man to govern it, are views
which admit of being modified to an extent com-
mensurate with the demand; for certainly the ob-
jector could not be induced tc confess, that in the
event of his system becoming extinet, no body of men
could ever reproduce it from the word of God.

The kind friends, whose remarks on Union gave
rise to these observations, will please accept of them
as shadowing forth the writer’s reasons for refusing
to participate in the organization of a union sect, and
fur believing as he does, that the unior sought by all
the truly pious, will be better and sooner secured by
perseveringly diffusing among the sects a thorough
knowledge of cach other's doctrines and spirit, as
ovinced by their respective works and labours of
love. This course, it is conccived, cannot fail to

‘likc use of this word in our Bible; indecd they nre

(100 numerous ; 1 will, however, notice two cases of
importance in the New Testament: the first is in
Mate. 17: 25; #And when he was come into the
house Jesus prevented Lim, saying;” which means
that Jesus anticipated what Peter was about to say,
or spoke first. The other case isin 1 Thess. 4: 15;
“we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord, shall not prevent them which are aslecp.”
The Greek word here rendered prevent, sigmfies to
 do a thing before another,” « to anticipate.” And so
the Apostle says that those saiuts which shall be
alive on the carth at the coming of Christ shall not
ascend belore that the dead in Christ shall have been
raised ; but when #4ss shail have taten place, then
they * shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”

A. D.
Picton, July 1855.

MINUTES OF TIE 21st. ANNIVERSARY OF TUR
OTTAWA BAPTIST ASSOCIATICN, HELD WITH
THE CHURCH IN BREADALBANE ON THE 21s7
AXND 22xp. OF JUNE, 1855.

The introductory sermon was delivered by the Rev.
Mr. Hamilton, of Perth, from Phil. iii. 7,8. At the
close of the sermon, the Association was organized
by appointing Rev. Mr. Edwards moderator, and Rev.
Mr. Dempsey clerk.

awaken in all & desire for united fellowship and co-
operation, which must induce a constant drawing
together of the denominations, till_all names and,
sccts merge into ono glorious Body, having ¢ Chrisy

LOVE FOR ITS BOND OF UNION."

As the Mamillon Gazetle's “PLEA ror UniTY," can-
pot be noticed at length in this number, the author
of the Plea is referred to the preceding as indica-
tive of what would be the result of carrying out his
very appropriate supgestion.

For ihe Gosped Lribune.
LET, AND PREVENT.
There aro several passages in our English Biblo
ghere theso words occur, that are not readily under-,

Rev. D). McPhail having implored the divine blessing

lupon the deliberations of the meeting, the names of

delegates from the churches were called for, when it
appeared that 8 out of the 10 churches which compose
the Association were represented.

Delegates from other associations were invited to
take 2 partin the proceedings of the meeting.

The Circular Letter was called for and read.

A committee of arrangements was appointed and
the Association adjourncd to meet at 3 o'clock for
busingss. )

APTERNOOX BESSIOX.

The Rev. J. Dempscy conducted the devotional exer-
cises, after which the letters from the several churchies
wero taken up and read. It was then moved by

3
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brother McPhail, secunded by bruther Dempsey, and
carried. “That in view of the pleasing fact that
so many of cur charclies have been visited with an
cutpuuting of the Divine Spirit, resulting in the con-
versiun of many sinners to God, and the strengthen-
ing of believers, we were called upon in & special
manner 10 render thauksgiving and praise to our
Heavenly Father for his great mercy tumard us in
this respect.”

An eyplanation having been given by the Rev.
Mr. Hamilton of the pusitivn of the Julinstown A»-
sociation, which at its last ycar's mecting had passed
a resolution to sceh a uniun with the Assodiation.
Brothers Dempsey, McPhail, and Anderson were ap-
puintel a committee tu consider the application of
the Joulmstown Assuciation for a univn with the

Ottawa. It was then carcied by resolution.
1. That bres. Dempsey, Edwards, McPhait, Ander-

son, King, aud Rainboth be a cummittee to draw up a
constitutiun for  the Missivnary Society of  this
Assaciation.

2. That in cousideration of the great importance
of Lenevolenee to the Christian chariacter,—to the
suppurtand eatensiun of the gospel, and the advance-
meat of benevolent vbjects generally, we recommend
tu wur Lretheon the apustolical method of systematc
Lenevolentee as taught by the inspired Apostle in
1st Cor. xvi. 2., viz: * That every Christian lay by
him in sture, un the 1st. day of the week as God hath
prospured lin, and thus create 2 fund to meet the
claims of God npon him.”

On motion, the association adjourned, to meet to-
meorrow morning at 10 o'clock.

THURSPAY MORNING, JUNE 22.

The devotional cxercises were condncted, and a
sermon from Dsalms li. 4., delivered by the Rev. D.
McPhail of Osgood.

The Cutnmittee appointed to consider the applica-
tion of the Johnstown Association, reported, advising
that the application be laid on the table for one year,
and that we in the meantime send a delegation to
the next meeting of said Association. This being
agreed to, bros. Edwards, and Dempsey were ap-
pointed the delegates from this to the Johnstown
Association.

On motion, adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Brother Iamilton
preached from Jer. xxxi. 12.

Office bearers of the Missionary Socicty for the
present year were appointed as follows:—

President, Rev. J. Edwards; Vice-President, Rev. J.
King; Seeretury, Rev. J. Dempsey; Treasurer, S.
Tucker, Esq. It wasthen agreed thatthe next meet-
ing of the Association be held with the church in
Clarence on the third Wednesday of June, 1856., bro-
ther Anderson then to preached the annual sermon,
should e find it practicable—if not, brother Rain-
both. .Aud in like manner brother Edwards to pre-
sent the Circular Letter, or brother McPhail.

Thaunks having been presented to the brethren and
fricnds in Breadalbane for the kind and hospitable
manner in which they had eatertained the delegates
and others from the different churches during the
continuance of the meeting. The following resolu-
tions were in order cariied unanimously :(—

1. That the wonderful success which has attend-
ed the Grande Ligne Mission among the Freach
Canadians, in Canada Fast, proves it to be of God,
and thatbis blessing rests upon the efforts of his
servants who arc striving to disseminate the light of
the Gospel among that benighted portion of our

fllow subjects, we therefore recommend said mis-
sion to the prayers, sympathics, and suppurt of the
churches, and would urge upun the breathren the
duty of sustaining it to the utmost of ther abilsty.

2. That this Assuciation enter its strongest pro-
test aguinst the decisiun of the late purli.un@t, with
reference to the schoul systemn abuat to be introduced
in this country, as tending to widen the unhappy di-
visions already existing—to increase the demands on
the public treasury , while at the same time by di-
viding, the schools will in many instances be brohen
up, and in must places the cflicicucy of the educa-
tional systeutas patronized by the goyeenment of the
cvuntry will be greatly injured.

3. Thatsge regard the traflic i« Alcholic drinks
as the fertile ssurce of misery, paugperisi, and ctime,
and impousing unnecessary tasution upon the com-
munity to suppress and punish the violence of its
vietins, and secing that all urganizativns hcretofore
existing have not fully succeeding in removing the
evil; we, thercfore, consider a law prohibiting the
traflic necessary to prevent drunkeuness, and its
concomitant vices, and recommend the churches to
do all in their power and 10 usc cvery lawful means
to assist in obtaining such an enactment, and we do
sincerely deplore the conduct of those legislators of
parliament by whuse means the progre:s of such a
law has been retarded.

On motion, the Assodiation adjourned to meet in
Clarence on the third Wednesday in June, 1856.
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