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POLITICS A-LA-MODE

When Gulliver visited the Mathematical School of Lagade
he found the master teaching his pupils after a method scarce
imaginable to Europeans T'he proposition and demonstra
tion were fairly written on a thin wafer, with ink composed
of a cephalic tincture. This the student was to swallow upon
a fasting stomach, and for three days following eat nothing
but bread and water As the wafer digested, the tincture
mounted to his brain, bearing the proposition along with it
But the success of this method of teaching had not, up to
the time of Gulliver's visit, been very great, inasmuch as

the nauseousness of the bolus caused the scholars toreject it

# * neither had they yet been persuaded to use so long an ab

stinence as the prescription required It would seem that
the political teachers of this Province have been endeavour-
ing to instil the theories of the English form of Government
into the minds of the people, by a somewhat similar process,
just probable that
were we to shut out from our mind during a period of —say
twenty years—all political nourishment save that prescribed
by our local teachers, we should eventually comprehend the
political theories of our rulers. But we fear we shonld be
tempted to imitate the perverseness of the Lagado youths and
rebel against so prolonged and nnnatural an abstinence To
do full justice to prescriptions so unique, would be virtnally
impossible, inasmuch as we should have not merely to put
out our eyes, and destroy our sense of hearing, but also to
unseat memory from our brain,—a proceeding difficult of
accomplishment save by suicide So long as memory held
p seat in our brain, we should be recalling the political his
tories of Great Britain, the Federal States, and other coun.
ries, and such recollections would tend to upset the theories
orced upon us by new-fangled practitiorers. We have
een subjected to a good deal of curions treatment for some
ime back, and are already beginuing to doubt the practical
wisdom of our political teachers. Men are slow to believe

hat the dismissal from public employ of a man who had

aithfully served his country for a quarter of a century, is a |

ransaction calculated to set forth the beauties of Responsi-
le Government, or to reflect honor upon a constitution mod.-
od upon that of the land we love

it, but our politics are far more Lilliputian

We are yet young in

tical youth does not necessarily
o pueril les whereon weshould be go-
Ve ne o far to illustrate our political little-
Y Lieutenant Governor at Pictou,

ssion upon the broad principles in.

sitions of the Qurrn's Representative

dvisers, whereas an alleged want of

a Light-House keeper, was seized

acrimonious party warfare. One

OCTOBER 1, 1864,

of our leading political journals makes use of a Light-Honse
keeper in the most ingenions manner ‘ We say it is piti-
ful to see any man exhibiting himself in such a position,
but"-—now we have it,—* what shall we say of a once great
party when we see them reduced to the contemptible alter.
native of denouncing their own declared principles, contemn.
ing their own practice, and degrading themselves in a vain
attempt to overthrow the first principles of Responsible Go.
vernment, to relieve the Cabinet from all accountability to
the country, and to drag the Crown into a baleful collision
with the people.” This paragraph, although disfigured by
“ Tenure of

Office,” is in fair keeping with the contents of that ever

fewer grammatical errors than the minute upon

memorable blue bhook, to which called attention in a for
mer issue. The wisdom which connects the political career
of a Light-House keeper with a baleful collis'on between the
Crown and the people, is exactly on a par with the wisdom
which elevates every man wearing a decent coat to the posi-
tion of a danger

15 political partizan. But such wisdom is

too profound to be altogether convinecing, and we are san.
guine enongh to he that no immediate danger to the Crown
to be feared on account of one man's determined liberal.
ism. The Light-House service, although of great impertance,
is but a small item in our yearly expenditure (something
wer £1000 sterling,) and the number of hands therein em.
ployed are insufficient to organize ar y very disastrous revo-
lation. But the denouncement of formerly declared prinei.
ples by a “ once great party” marks an epoch in our history
worthy of consideration, and it behoves us to examine atten.
tively the soundness, or unsoundness of principles thus has
tily discarded. The journal from which we quote sums up
such principles in the following words * After the general
election in 1855, several members of the late government
boldly avowed on the floor of Parliament the doctrine that
belonged the & aud advocated the propriety

of displacing all office holders who were not the partizans of
the Government from office As the tendencies of such
advoecacy seem to us rather pernicious than otherwise, we
are inclined to regard the recantation of the doctrine in a
light the reverse of gloomy, nor can we find it in our hearts
to accept such recantation as a fair ground for censure. The
existing Administration, being Conservative, must be averse
to endorsing a theory so novel and republican consequently,
it seems the more strange that the reputed Government or-
gan should taunt the opposition for discarding Anti-Conser-
vative doctrines. Such conduct on the part of the leading
Conservative journal would appear inconsistent, were it not
that, in the case under consideration, the journal in question
attempts to justify on behalf of the Conservatives, a system
The Liberals

advocated an unwise doctrine in 1855, which the Conserva-

which it condemns on behalf of the Liberals

tives “strongly controverted” as * republican.” But, in
1864, the Conservatives, it would seem, not only carry out
the obnoxious “ republican” doctrine, but taunt the Liberals

| for having renounced it! We cannot at present understand

all this, nor are we, in order to do so, disposed to enter upon

< e e wats:
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that conrse of mental abstinence pictured forth in the earlier
portion of this article as indispensable for a just apprecin-
tion of Nova Scotian politics. We cannot however conclade
our remarks, without noticing a paragraph, the concluding

portion of which we italicise, on account of its significance

“This republican doctrine” (fo the victors, &e., &e.,) * was
strongly controverted by the Conservative party, then in op-

1 the same neiples they adv

position. a ated mhen in oppo-
This fact

entitles the Conservative party to all the praise which a

wition, were carr they obtained power.!

grateful people can bestow npon it. We question however
whether such marvellous condesension will be rightly ander-
stood by those who have noted the condnct of the Conserva-
1864

doubt whether the people would have cause to be a whit more

tives in And were the Liberal party in power, we

grateful for “ favors received.” The question arises,—how
long skall wo continue to indulge in party strife apon such
little matters ¥ We have in our political world some men of
sound capacity for business, and of intellect sufficiently com-
prehensive to grapple questions of vital importance to the

gree to leave small

Province. If such men would only

we should the more

matters to small minds adily progress
in matters really affecting onr present and future well being

as o loyal and prosperouns colony

MURMURS FROM THE SWAMPS
The Bull Frog happened to remark, in one of our lazy

agreeable chats on thiugs in general, upon the absurdity of
people preferring as a rule a walk through the streets to a stroll
through his favourite swamps, on the manifestly untenable

plea of its being safer and mo table. We observed

civilized community, care was taken

might pass along th

that, in

e streets with as [ittle ange
t

discomfort as possible

were the reg

able end had not as yet react

eynical friend said that, j

feared that Halifax had butsli

After a good deal of cogit

him, and going a

we cordially agree

eal way

that if the revers the rever

of expressing ou but which every one ean, or ought to
understand), Halifax was undoubtedly very much the other
thing. The Bull Frog here sounded a note expressive of
triumph, and a good deal more. and departed in a state of con
temptous pity for bipeds, leaving us to explain to the public
what he was too lazy to express at length

As we have stated above, the general endeavour in a town ol
other large commumity is 1o minumize the danze d d "
always, toa greater or less degree, to be met with in the streets
Our efforts in this direction have been sin rly unfortunate
or, with a perversity, not confined to this matter only, we have

for the sake of variety or love of excitement, endeavoured to

crowd as much peril, difficulty and annoyanee into our streets

On this latter hypothesis we have reason

as we possibly can

to be prond of our success. But leaying J#fp: lations as to
from_a stolid

danger and discomfort, or from

motives out of the question,—whether ¥

obtuseness as to what constitute:

that our side walks are in an

asilly and culpable negligence,
intolerably bad eendition is very evident to those who use their
eyes and reasoning faculties. 1t is one of the maxims of a free
country that every one may do as he pleases with his own, so
Jong as, by so doing, he does not endanger or inconvenience the
other members of the community
those who have the care of the streets of
they may be--have modified this maximinto the form, that every
one may do as he likes, so long as they, the guardians of the
way, do not—tumble into cellars and break their legs—fall over
gutters, fpeth out-—get run over, on the side

just where cabs and trucks ought to
vously from contact with the boxes,

, dang<heaps, &e., &c, &o, for the

Judging from appearances,
h. lifax—whoever

storing of which the streets seem to be thought eligible ware-
ouses—or fall into any of the other man-traps too numerous to
mention here, but which do such credit to the keen apprecia-
tion of our eitizens for the various forms of mutilation and
death. As
accidents have as yet happened, we must be for the present

this atrocious system of ethies, wkich

sudden unfortunately none of these convineing
content to live under
being interpreted means, in astate of semi-barbarism. But
this is no reason why we should accept the doctrine ; go head-
long into an open cellar, and, if not too much mangled to move,
get up erying, Kismet—It is fate,

Quite the contrary, Kismet is about the last expression we are

and go on our way rejoicing

likely to use on such an occasion. A gutter running across the
side walk and raised some three or four inches ahove it, is no

doubt a charming device to carry off the rain, but it is also
eminently ealculated to trip one up, an occurrence the more
probable from the small modicum of light vouchsafed to us at

night

shoots anywhere about the pavement, and flush with it, or several

ow it according to taste, and it would give a

inches above or
good deal of trouble to see that they were always properly

1l easier to cut firewood in the str

red. It is a good

wross the pavement, than to take care that
Noth

epers than to use the st

and shy it anyho

itd not annihilate er-hy ng can be more con

et as an u

venient for shopk packing

yom for unwieldy boxes and bales, and it wonld be obvic

the rest of us to con

them, t wre torn by the nails and fastenings, that it is

wgreeable t | onesell p ng an involuntary kotou

| ks an varchons and that it s almost eqnally

be sometimes oblized to take a cruise thropgh the

iddle of a muddy street, to get past at all. Tt saves a great

leal of trouble to use drains as s¢ and streets as dust-bing

but it wonld be just as logical to select vour neighbour’s house
es a receptacle for vour broken crockery, All these little fac

s are very plensant, and easy, and convenient for the one, but

ought the one to be a'lowed thus to endanger and inconvenience

the rest of the community It would be idle to answer that

1 1wy do way | therefore ery rets an
equal share of ad or may do =o if he cho Anyo
with an oun rvins and a little ima, ation, « ly e
ceive tha 1 1 & theory, on lewalksm pres
the appearance of chess ds one square po not «
tainly—secure, and ther abyss, while “spri
Y | oods™ might ¢ hopeless block. Tl
y of the mutual r troction, (mind we do not sa

that it wofessed 10 so many words, we have luc it from

facts, us the only one which can be reasouably upheld by

the Street ) ) this theory say 18 a curious instan
« 10 rths to which aberration of intellect may go in the

case of apparently sober-minded citizens, and authorises a spe

of tyranny +» more di<azreeable from |

) being so very si
Our theorists, or rather, we will hope, those nice old gentlemer
their lives, and will be much sur

be saddled

will of course when it is pmt_ in plain words, sco

who never had a theory in

from the

prised to hear that one can upon them

Actions.

for mutual attacks upon life

being advocate:

of perils not much, if at all inferior to sprin

the idea of

limb, by mear

The best thing then that they can d

will be soto alter the state of the streets, that they may be just

s sanguinary intentions

fied in professing | Practical exper

however more convineing to t

iese philosophical-by-a

P

cident gentlemen, than any quantity of argument : one tumble

into a cellar, one good cropper over a gutter, would go farthe
to prove the error of their ways, than Jony 8. MLy and Bycxu
combined. We don’t wish to see ther %
should like to see them convinced. '»
from various causes—open trap-door

rome to grief, |

wt

occurrence, and yet perfectly compa
precaution for public weal. The prv
that the most stringent regulation”
to life and limb. That however
can put forward, the pressure of |
nificant to affprd the slightest
perils, daily and hourly encov

:
§
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ware- & of our t hy-adrum life, we really had hurry and b itis | great extent identical with those of his landlord, and that ne
ousto § awful to contemplate the chaos that would ens le considerat would compensate a landlord for the existence of
B battered faces, fractured ribs would be the rule not the excep- | ill-feeling between h and his dependents. In this centi-
+ and tion. We should soon look like a hospital city, pre ment—in this reciprocity of feeling between the richer and
meing § attractions to Surgeons, Denti and Undertakers poorer ¢ ses—in this of feudalism lies the true seer
resent consideration of the slovenly, dirty erally d ful | England’s prosperity as a nation. [In this Province, on the con-
wkich BB condition of our streets, will convince one that 1 | trary, the people, taken en masse, are somewhat shy of politie-
But BB  out the Augean stables was trifling child's play, compared ians, and accepting no traditional policy, vote with reference to
head- BN thetask that Reforming Street Commissioners—when they come | measures rather than principles. In this respect we resemble
move, B8 —have before them. We willingly give everybody that has | Americans rather than Britons. But, setting politics aside, let

meing ever had, or now has, anything to do with the management | us tumn to a department placed side by side with politics in

we are of the streets, tull eredit for good tions, but would remnind | most w T libraries—the department of “ Art, science,
oss the them of a certain place said to | awved with such intentions, | and languag In scientific matters Americans compare favo
I, 18 no whilst we prefer more solid material. The profession of good | rably with Europeans, whereas their progre in the fine arts
is also tentions is however no excu for doing nothin and that | has been but small.  Nor is this strange, for while scientifie
P more nothing badly. [t is in meeting the aflairs of every day life culture is indispensable in an age of manufacture and machi-

o us at that a certain absolute lack of common sense, or cent re- | ne the fine art e not absolutely necessary to get a man on
1 coal gard for duties patent to a school-boy crop amon 1%, and | in the business world.  Since Mr. Power's statue of the * Greek
several which appears to us 10 be neither dignifie indicative of a | Slave” took the world by storm in 1851, we have heard little or
| give a very high moral tone Dulee et decorun wo patria mori sthing of American art, nor has America ever produced a pain-
woperly Won't some distingnished citizen devote himself to death, to | ter of extraordinary excellence; albeit Benjamin West's pro- i
streets call attention to thesa little oversights. The utterer of the luctions charmed a king who knew nothing of painting, In i
we that choice morsels of local conver on presente in The | this Provinee we have, all thin cons «l. done as well in ¥
we con things talk vould be just the man. We t be exigeant | the arts as car sbly be expected.  Setting genius aside il
packing ¢ as to the manner of his death, the only demand we make is, let | such on have vi sapitals can be justly "‘;
wiously it come quickly supposed to have a s 1 yreciation of art; but this reflects _3:,
s shy at - \ on us no eredit, inasmuch the veriest dunee will, if accus "' {
that it is i tomed to see works of standard exceller probably be a better f
y kotou OUR LITTLE AMERICANISMS art eritic than a genius from whom such opportunities have been , i .
alks are Living, 88 we in close proximity with the States, and num with not only in the fine arts that some fixed I/}' !
equally bering among our eitizens many families of American des standard of ac Iged excellence is necessary to guide our ]i' }
pgh the it is but natural that we should exhibitsome unmistakable traits | tastes ang n language a standard of purity is equally desi Pb !
s a great of Yankeedom in our every day life. Our railroads, our h rable, although such standard cannot be fixed by aught save 44 (‘
ust-bing and our press are conducted almost entirely upon American | Usage. Regarding such usage, a writerin the Edinburgh Review A BD)
" haues principles, and our ideas regarding recreation are more in accor- | JUstly remarks But ho e admit 158 Swas o SNRGH) !.E |
ttle fac dance with American than E ish taste It is just now the | Which is contin y legalizing expressions before unknown, or ‘, |
¢ one, bul fashion to abuse everything American and to forget all that | Proscribing expressions once familiar to our forefuthers, we are i
heannd Americans have done towards the advancement of civilization; | entitled to claim that these s I be governed by ‘l(
wer that a fashion to our thinking more hanoured in the breach than iy | the usage of d not of the illiterate and )
] the observance To condemn Americanism because it is Ameri the vulgar 8 on between the written &
Anyone can, is about as silly as to applaud Americanism because it is | and the spoken language of a country because it is written by 3
asily cor suti-English. The Americans are tially a practical | the more cultivated few, itis spoken by the less cultivated many li;t {
o prosent ple and their practice has opened our eyes to the fact that in | Those who write, labour on the whole to preserve the traditions I.l
~—=not ¢ certain small matters they have ere now gone ahead of the Bri- | and feaces of the language : those who speak to break them 1
tishers. An American picked Mr. Chubb’s lock ; the # America down. Hence in colonies or dependencies, where classical 85 1}
ck s outsailed all the English vachts of her time: and in peeling | standards are unknown, and literature itself is degraded to the 1
1o not say apples and sweeping floors Yunkee inventors stand unrivalled, | lowest forms of the « paper, the corru is 1"
»d it from In certain matters of sraver import—such as political econc far more rapid thun with us ; but these slang and cant phrases ;;
apheld by personal justice, and commercial morality, Americans have, it | of Americans and Australians tend to find their way back to o
8 instance i is true, gone so far ahead of the rest of the world that they are | England, and more than one of the most questic wable innova- 4}
goin th beginning to feel the inconvenience of isolation, and are ready ns of the day might be traced to base usages of this nature.” &
ses 4 spe- B to admit that they might possibly have dons better had they The “ slang and cant phrases of Americans™ are in very gen- it
very sil studied less contemptuously the maxims of the old world. We | eral use thronghout this Province, and it may not prove unin- ¥
rentlemer cannot reasonably expect that Engl ms can ever exert a few instances familiar tous all.  An English-
much sur much influence upoen American ;)wvl‘ﬂn'\ masmuch as the reia fax eating house and calls lor Oysters uld
from thei tive positions of the ruled and the rulers are based in eithe  after any particular fashion he will pro !
wds, sco country upon essentially ditferent grounds. In A ociety | bably say so. But the term “ Oysters” is not enough for the i
m life ar was originally founded upon a system of equality, whereas in nsely practical waiter, and the Englishman is asked whether ,“;‘ !
to spring England, even at the present time, the scienceof Govern- | he'll have them “on the half shell Now this minute inter i '
\ey can d ment is leavened with a spirit of feudalism. The election of | Tozation naturally leads one to suppose that Nova Scotians are B 4
1y be just the members of the Legislatare is the main-spring of the Ens in the habit of having raw oysters served up without shells, on fae
cal exper lish Constitution—the prototype of English habits—the founda- | a dish or plate, which, as we all know, is not the case. There e
ical-by-ac 8 tion of all legal authority. An English peasant that cannot | is in reality nothing gai 1ed by such distressingly minute expla- '
one tumbld' 8  write his own name is (although in most cases denied a vote,) | nations, on the contrary, the Englishman expresses his wants
1 go farthe S8  a person of more real political consequence than the free born v s than the Anglo-American ; the one says—* Oys-
nd Bgcxi  and educated Yankee who approaches a ballot box halt ters, vinegar, pepper,”—the other says—¢ Oysters on the half
ef, 1, between the opinions of two rival stump orators. In England, | shell with fixings.” Take another Americanism in common i
the right of voti- ~ is esteemed a privilege—in America, many | use—the term  on the street.” This is clearly incorreet, inas. !
men abstain {* ting, deeming themselves mere capital in l much as the term “ street” means a way, or avenue between
the hands who espouse politics as a trade. Every | houses, and what pair of lovers—however youthful, ever ven-
l-lnn‘ has been trained to shout at successive | tured to hint that a third party was “on the way”! In the
or for yellow, and it is ten chances to one | country we must perforce walk on roads beeause we have no
¥ ys can, in their own rough way, give per- | streets to walk in, but in town we walk in the streets albeit we
ations concerning the broad bearings of Whig | walk on the pavements. No Englishman would allow that he
‘ upon their own individual interests. Every | was constantly meeting his female relatives “ on the street,” nor
”* lish estate knows that his interests are to a | wonld an American officer exhort his men to keep silent on the
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ranks. But houses are built in ranks, the space between which
is termed a street; therefore, to say that Mr. Se-and
It is not likely

o is build.
iug a fine house on Hollis street is incorrect
however, that expressions so manifestly false as this, will ever
find their way to England
which are, we regret to say, gradually, but surely undermini

but there are other Americanisms

the purity of the English language. The term—* ungentle-
manly” is now commonly used by many English writers,
although none have as yet ventured to characterise a woman's
The needless introduction of the word

conduet as “unladyly

quite” so common in this Province—has also become common

in the English newspapers, although, so far as we can leam, it

has not yet been legitimatized in any modern work of standard

excellence. How often do we see in our city papers paragraphs
thus :—* Qu

at the opening, &ec.’

commencir

te a number of persons were present
The word “ quite” has here no obvious
meaning, although from its false usage, we know the sense in

which it is used. There is another vile phruse — whether

American or Nova Scotian we are unable to sav—which is ex-
tensively used by the lower classes, and tolerated by many

higher in the social scale. We allude to the expression, “ right

away,” which has by common consent been invested with the

meaning of “immedi This is not a whit

less slangy than the expression “in a jilfey but the latter is

in England acknowled

»d as slang, whereas the former is vir
tually becoming bona fide Haligonese, and may in course of

pe cross the Atlantic

a fresh innovation As regards the

uessing” and “ calculating” peculiar to the new world, we

presume such terms are indulged in perfect honesty, and that
Americans are, while conversing, really caleulating upon ‘the
tak-

if it mean

probable results of I present converse and 5o to s

ing stoek” of their companions e term * loafer

one lounging at corners and bar-rooms in search of sustenance,

mental or physical--is, we think, expressive and worthy of adop-

tion. In the slang of the torf again we are minutely and need-

lessly practical. Why do we term a trial of s

ed at the fastest
We might

understand the wisdom of the expression were we in the habit

rate possible for horses, a “ gallop under saddle” !

of galloping our horses in harness more cumbrous than the term

saddle” implies. This however is merely the slang of the racing

world, a thing of very small importance indeed. But we con
sider the gradual deterioration of a language so rich as ours, to
be no light thing, and we protest against the Americanisms

in common use as having a directly baleful te In many

class English

respects we speak more correctly than » midd

We have never heard a Nova Scotian leave out an A, nor are we

tainted with any special provincialisms ;(—but the lang

which we pronounce so ¢ tly 1s not, in some ca

st all, nor does it bear the test of being printed as

DOWNEY IN A FIX

We present our r

ders with an exact copy of a letter (addres

sed to an otficer high in command) from one who had forme:

served in the British Army. The moral conveyed by this curious
specimen of orthography is sad, albeit the letter is ludicrous
Poor Downey has, it would seem, made a mistake in enlist

under the Stars and Stripes, and, if he be still

P

living, doubtless regrets his choice of a livelihood. T

fellow’s implieit belief in the influence of an officer under whom
he had formerly served, shows that Downey is one of a class of
men upon whom diseipline has not be

thrown ay. Heis

naturally indignant at having be

nrobbed by one in a position

which he had in huppier times been taught to regard as sacred

his indignation looks for sympathy at the hands of these whom
he had served long and faithfully. But Downey forgets that he
is no longer a British subject, and his too confident appeals to
“the Duke of Cambrige,
end in nothing. We are sorry for Downey, but we see no direct
means of helping him [

and General “ Dakers” (Dacres) must
He is one out of many who have fool-
ishly enlisted in the Federal service, rather than re-enlist in a
service whose Captains are not given to robbing their soldiers
under false pretences. Downey, having served his time in the
British Army, may possibly have been seduced by brilliant pro-
mises 1o try his hand at soldiering, under what perhaps seemed

to him more advantagecas circumstances. But the result has
Downey, in liis hour of need, ap-

He forgets

been sadly disappoin’ing
peals to those who #.e now powerless to save him
everything save that nationality which he has so unwisely for-

feited, and in the bitterness of his heart looks for protection to

those who can no longer serve him. The seemingly hopeless
termination of Downey's career should be a caution to every

Desertions from this

soldier serving in British North America

Station are happily of rare occurrence, but desertion has in New

Brunswick been attempted far too often he following letter

deral service,

gives us an insight into the peculiarities of the F
sldier who had fought at

as exemplified in the case of an old

Alma, Sebastopol, and Lucknow. Poor Downey—having enlis-

ted witha clear conscience—has been shamefully treated, and

serve under Yankee banners

those who desert our service
are not only treated in a similar manner, but are also insulted
and reviled as renegades unworthy of tolerance. Downey’s

considered.  Here it is '

effusion must now |

Dear Sir,~Guner Danicl Downey has enlisted to serve the 21 New
York Cavelry for the term of one yeur reported at Almirn i was sent to
Fort Fedril Flill under a Captain and guard while on the way the Capt
asked me it i had eny five arms which i told him i had and he told me to
give them to him which i did with the promise of haveing them when i
got o this place amd i hope dear sir that you will entercede with the duke
of Cambrige Commander and Chief of the British forces to show how i
by this Captain of a revolver valued at forty dolars and ten
s in money

#0 10 more at present but remaines your obedient ser
Daxten Dowsey

h faught the battle of Alma in Comand Bellaclaver Sebastapool or

no and the relief of Lueno i | py this letter to
major general Dakers Willwich Kent England if no answer i will write
privetly another week Direct to Daniel Downey through Lord lions Dis
trict of Coly

that you w

SEVEN-PENCE-HALFPENNY

A philosopher, in the old and true acceptation of thé term, i.e.
one superior to pecuniary considerations can no longer exist,

unless he is content to shut up himself and his philosophy in

one spot for the term of No wandering over

the fac
wiruse ca

of the earth eould be managed without many and ab

lations as e of various coins, a

yroceeding
I

min 1o as they conld vagabondiz

about without money t the present age is increasing, and

¥
*d if they did, the

railway companies do not transport penniless philosophers free

aid travellers would be

of charge, and i
but little better off, as they would certainly be locked up as va-

i
grant Money then being necessary for travelling, and more-

over entailing abstruse ilations. it is obvious that the philo-

the real Simon Pure for better days. Possibly

vhen an universal ¢ oinage is introduced, he may again

appe

m the scene.  As at present the only approach to

universality on the part of coinage is, that it is universally di

he is senteneed to a long absence.

y every country » it large or small, has a different

coinage As if it was'nt enough for an unhappy wight, a stran
ger in the land, to be painfully conscious of tne precarious state
of his finances, he is obliged to go through most heart-breaking

sums, in order to form a remote guess at Kis labilities and

sets. This is a process the more pleasing, as, so complicated

are their conversions, no one under a senior wrangler ever brings

the first sh r the same twice ranning. The

them «

result, to the rifted travelle spendthrift recklessness or

lunaey,—two very good reasons for a general decimal erinage

Everyone knows the story of the man of an enquiring mind
who set out to travel in Germany. In the first state he reached
he changed an English sovereign, into a handful of the coin of

the country, supposed to represent that sum ; in the next state

he changed this handful for its equivalent there, and soon. On
returning to his starting point he endee

found that what ouglit to have beena s¢

shillings and nine-pence, thus painfuv’

Whether h
a tour through the Province

ness of riches cor
countries there is a valid res
coinage, in the fact that »
cireulation, and the inco
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perfectly gratuitous system of mystification, commend us to the
Who invented it? What is the use

things are not what they seem
You look ata

& coin you know to be equivalent to six pennies, and

currency of Nova Scotia
of it! In
Everythi

sixpenc

aling with it

what it is

y is what it is'nt, and is'mt

you are told that itis seven pence half-penny

r surprised

but not unwilling to turn an honest penny and a half, you
ge it for these seven pennies aud a half: but

Why that they are all

attempt 1o chan

myth, exist only

what do you hear!
in name, and that vou can only get six for it after all ind
those bank notes, that horrible imposition a 20s. note, no more

Why should

pennies? |

worth twenty shillings than it is worth fifty pounds.

shullings and nt

Nova Scotia indulge in ideal

even lhe

it though highly romantic, that the pound, the shillin

penny, that we worship, is not a reality, but a w “tical abstrac
tion ! This is deifying filthy lucre with a ven ce. It has

Paying or receiving money in Nova

wever its objections

Scotian notes is a serious matter, and to be entered upon

lightly ; there are those deceptive 20s. notes, and those five
dollar ones, to which the forr but are not equa
in value ; and a similar haze of doubt surronnds th » nd
and twenty de The difficulty i itly ted
by the decayed state of the majority of the note it
a matter of time to make out t value leed at
the first glance to tell with certainty, whether we have one
note, two, or half a one, in our hand. Is it not p to keey
market supplied with new notes ! It would be a loss to tt
banks certan as every note that resolves itself iu mpalpa
ble powder in our pockets, is so much clear gain to them B
they. don’t want these ance ga and it is very aggravat
crumbling to dust bef 1s eyes
| t ther da at looked
bad « 1t es, than any
els, and a close inspection and measurement elicited the cu
rious fact, that of the original note exactly 1. 59 juare ehes
remained, a sufficient bulk for commercial purpose i 0
tained, by pasting it on to odd pieces of black, whi‘e, and brow
paper. W ed hardly comark, th
note dissipated 1
two ideas in the Isa ce, i 1 ¢ f elty
to insist upon having any number of names for t ame thin
But what have we ! Take for instance, the 1 of twelve- pe
] we call it a quarte 2 shi or il 1= ¢
Half a crown answers to the dete e name of ¢
hillin laj v halfp Nixg « Seven-pe
halfpenny ora York I ‘ |
one! Phantasmagoria of quarters and fifteen-p York
shills L venl akilh f i ’ s and
1 rhosts of 20s fa in e $s variet 1rot our
brain. We light an odd piece of arithmetic in the fact
that two cents are equal to one penny, while it takes twelve a
a half to make sixpence. Itis of course the bounden duty of
op-keepers to assist the public by | imple and easy
prices. I I sums i es.
anvthing costs them seven-pence they are p v n 1
charging a shilling, T diminished wear and tear upon our
caleulating faculties amply compensates for the increased cos
But what is gained in pointof simplicity, orin pointof anythin
else, except a large protit to the vendor, when 1t s are priced
at seven-pence halfpenny, or, confusiol ) on ¢
three shillings and a penny halfpeany? On Aring such sum
we are at once weighed down by a vague sense of impending
misfortune, some monstrous batie feal of thmet has t
be accomplished, and we feel anything but equal to the ocea

is system, and

sion  The only conspicuous advantage

ance it would be a great one, consists in

We then find

he figures placed at the bottom of a possibly long co-

{oster extray

atic feeling experienced in paying abill

whigh generally represent the amount to be paid, don’t
ge in a calcu-

*uything of the kind, but a certain s
king out which we obtain a diminished sum, end

“e the real pull on our purses; we don’t see
principle in the plan, but the enjoyment is
There are, b

w, nearly every one has his own, and their

-the-bye, various ways of

nl’l;l:l"l{()( ;.

buat seldom ¢

peculiar charm is that th
best plan to our mind is to reduce the ires at the sta
lars, and after having converted these first into franes
into kreutzres, multiply by 40, or 400 if you prefer it, an.' divide
by 50 or 500 as the case may be; find out how much t is is in
Napoleons, and then bring it into pounds, shillings, and pence,
En ling; vou will now have something like e real
sum required, provided you vad mistakes i arith-
met Many prefer to verif 1 by 2o wrongh
1er way, but this is pre ive of dissatisfaction
as the chances are fifty to one they come
litferent
Extracts.
LADIES LETTERS
Sympathy is unquestionably a feminine attribute. e is ingular,
and to be pitied, who cannot answer for this from | pereonal ex
andl it had 1 be an especial req in the n i letter
' s u ' men’s
mu r delight u by their closer ir ! I life
th rder, the we 1 in littd ng k ' v which
. 1 All t 15} | wotnan
writ wri 1l ot
ty her subjec it s o \ y ot v
to flow ; sh hat <k to sa her own [uires
. . . u can be | I diffuse
s it \ pathy o n giv
men think it worth while to tell smaller th wn men; and it is
| . | t) 1d r character
atent ] v X | here w
ht that the 1 plere and
t scemingly uneve fife f bt ma field for interest
AT er hich \ gainer t 1) M
r subject, nor to exer v t v of
making » it of what to ¢ s s roit in
much ado about nothis £ the be we
Tve v | r under cire 1 ) | woul
have found whitever t
W ee, th hat in on nt women | L natura ) in
the art of letter-wr ' te « ! | 1
thi \ I A « A Y
1 haracter than n ) 1ever v public matter
Al treated from a private and per wtof view, We lke this
) 1 ty \ ught
never so far to f his eit i — !
o n. H 2 con ness uf some
thing he 1) rl I ' trivial
I \ 1 leta v e ver
h ha n their | 1
e} artm litern 1l . ! A\
t 1o their w nter ! f life
felicit ha Y might
nd | t I f } !
N\ o all & m the merit of 1l ! liment
A good ] | ' Tus
t he tcun
0 1 \ he | for i t -hand
Iy of'} or
11 \ 1l h a good
th el wtisfaetor the feminine pur
fl v them ater hat
wtter \ I'he lu o
Lrs. Carters amd Mi Lall !
nter Miss Burney lnys he th of h '
We look for the most dulect ri !
" fred fen f | I \ t
can prai i pa We do
this from our m n from n ]
how to take i thl 1
feature of pathy w r In
pen 1'he great test ¢ cel this art is, of con how
received—what effect it prod betore the seal is broken, W
what it may be about; the writer may live in seenes rer
ur knowledge mid personal interests ; hut weknow, on sight of |
writing, that she will either i \
connexion with her ™m herselt « armth

genee into ours
e of letter-writing begins earlier and lasts longer with women

than with men. Itis amazing what good letter rls sometimes write
They have a style peculiar to themsclves, in which everything is &
sort of quaint sham and pretence—the experience, the wisdom, ‘he sent
iment J.‘ humour. All is an imitation of something el a tone that
is canght from somewhere an echo of society, but put together with a
sweet audacity, an innocent swagger of the knowledge of the world and
of the heart, and an affected precocity, that are often perfectly engaging
We know nothing more cheerful than one of these effusions nspired
by hope and bright prospects, redolent of spring, and insolent with the
spirit of youth and virgin liberty. Our ideas of life guin a temporary
glow under the influence. We would particulary entreat young ladie
possessing this delightful gift 1o keep it for their friends, and not to

z
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i)
{ suppose that the eloquence du billat can be diverted into successful novel also, he was happy to find, answered his cxpectations. H B wretchod histor
’ ) writing. A note to s confidant may he quite a mposition in 1 a com | ) had met [ off quired
| 8 way ; the gravest eritic may read it with apj L v lering how it | ¥ m t | ¢l back 1 But, say wha
8 is done, how anything so graceful and | le out of sucl 1w redecn mpanying |
Al material ; and yet it may have no kindred whatever with the In the baths he now mad \ On the journ
and observation that toa we of fiction, If every portant w e hay J He was rey already advanc
! youn,, women does not kn it is often as much her friends’ fault | the v t 1 the pla i i I ht now be d
b a~ her own.—Saturday I | this rey i " alking in the
iy tof ro o th ) | B mind than he h
|/ hich would have established him as a man of fortune. Under counten R nan confirmed
A ) " } ad o | B closure to him «
e ARCHERY " o th \ @ hom he had 1 B his first wife, b
18 Judgment in every shot is demanded, and it is not too much to say | | s - ' ] poianee 8
| looked morals and r \ ) B tion
that t lescen s, no doubt, of t vho drew good - 4 ,
b =y - \tios, 1 Vi ! 1 For a long ¢
themse for W led On ) Ly ‘. - ’ ~ : it . " oy .
0 soher cole e o e | ! 1 month 1o deal with, &
B L b A 0 S hd " ) * views
1 ) ) 1 f wnd his long
| | ‘ 1 4 g
apply inver Phis, ' ) r ’ ¥ . I fays
o 4 - s v I'o part f \ ) of & less
shal ¢ i i » \ He T g to put
W 1 ' y fither ! ! ! ] unl
ca Hell \ X i 1 L o lirec
. ! v he wur fir )
\
1 I !
i t 1 th \ \ '
beam 1 1 - but bring m
| ) I ny a yet by b
. r
D | ; e ir
! al \ I 1 i t
Rt ! v I t week : I
| t | i 1 an
1 ] 1 ! w te
b | i
' . W
| W 1
1 h1
i t "
\ 1 | ! rea
\ 3 I I lie offo
A t n
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1 I
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I
“ and 1
i ( y
)
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’ I ' ! ‘
tif " [
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t 1
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M
A NEW REMEDY FOR & SICKNES ’ ; d tone
* ) ! { th by Schi v sep
re H r - B
| . I
’ : Y . " 0
\ tion
1 M |}
" ¢ |8
fact ! « I 1 | . r
continue | \ I 1 k !
mstead of reman * ' cted « | \ \ r L assy
} ¢ il u A Remark
| Ten Days i a b h P By George M Pi murderer of tained of
j ticipated w
1 Wh y ' rself W t f 1l fired th and deje
ranger,
\ At | man Jex
| FHE DIC} I') nd lau Lina way that mad h creep on his bone his ¢
: FROM THE GERM Understand this, friend, that he whose fate I hold in my hands cax d
| (c " \ not anticipate it his own act.  For the present, begone if you wonld ‘
! . escape thescaffold. To oblige you once more, 1 shall throw's veil over [§ wsioned
| After suchscenes sleep was not to be thought of; and Rudolph resolved | this murder whom nob
| if possible, to make trial of his dice 1 ery night. The ball at the I'hereupon the grave-digger set about making a grave for the corpse 8 play by re
! hotel over the way, to which he had been invited, and from which the | whilst Schroll wandered away,—more for the sake of escaping the hide B pened. A
! steps of the waltzers were still audible, appeared to pi afair oppor- | ous presence in which he stood, than with any view to his own peurit ‘1 or other t!
tunity, Thither he repaired ; but not without some ,lestsome of | from punishment. Seeing by accident a prisoner under arres at the [ by means
! the noises in his own lodgings should have r guardhouse, Sehroll’s thoughts reverted to his own confinement, “How play,. “V
| way. He was happy to find this fear unfour hiappy,” said he,“for me and for Chorlotte, had I then refusedtop “ha day pe b
s if caleulated only for his senses ; for when he inquired, with s life on such terms, and had better laid to heart the counsel of m he Lanted
carelessness, what great explosion that was which oceurred about midnight | spiritual adviser!” Upon this a sudden thought struck him up a certs
nobody ackuowiedgud to baviog beard it | Would go aud find out the old  elergymun, snd would uufold 1 had fo de
: 4
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wretchod history anAd situation. He told his wife that some private

affairs required has attendapee for a fow days at the tow " L.
But, say what he would, he could not prevail on her to desist from
. nying him
On the journey his chief anxiety was lest the clergyman, who was
eady advanced in years at the memorab ) n
might now be dead. But at the very f the town he saw him

valking in the street, and immedately felt | If m

mind than he had done for years. Tl

venerableappearance of the old

nan confirmed him still more in his resolution of making a full dis
closare to him of hiswhole past life : one only transaction, the murder of
his first wife, be thought himself justified in conceal we, with all
his penitence for it, that act was now beyond the possibility of repara
tion

For a long time the pion ayman refused all  belief
narrative ; but being at length convineed that he had a \
so deal with, and not disordered intelleet, he exerted h f 1
Il those views of religious consolation which hix philanthropic character
and his long experience snggested to hig as likely to effectun
Eight days’ conversation with the clergyman restored Schroll to the
hopes of aless miserable future.  But the good man admonished him at
parting to put away from himself whatsoever could in any way tend to

support his unhallowed conneetion

In this direction Sehroll was aware that the dice wer

he resolved firmly that his first returning b
bury in an inaceessible place thes  implements, that
but bring mischicf to every posse " oLe taa |
yet by his wife, whe was in the } its, and laughing protu
e inquired the ¢ No," said sh vou refused t )
your mot coming hither, and the natire of your
stweek : I, t shall have my mysteri As to your lea me i
~ le at aninn, that 1s asortof conrtesy which marri ) rin
" but that you shonld have travel hither for n I
I
n, that (yon will allow 'm aprice w 1 areel
Who th wt I ha ed W v 1 I
Who t ust let me know what I 10s8 Wi
So much 1 1l assar | v ) tl
s my informa a th and
esting companion, than an old ) wlin
All the efforts of Madam von Schrollshansen to ate the euric
f her hushand proved ineffectunl to v from him I
he repeated her attempts. |
\ \ his firy
hl i 1
vined 1o Schroll that of »
| L. A 1
f sell 1) id
v hall | to r
t ry luck of your d I to ¥
At [ | "
' 1po l s S 1 declared with
| ] N
I make m t S n, 1 e 1
1, that \ 1 1
1 that he enjoined as a | e th u !
I was told n | 1 b v
m he th ul ir
M il S !
( ! wh the use of t
Ladn N v
A sepa 1 herself \ I an
So am | fatl
But take n tl t
! b k Schrol le and ¢} 1 ] \
rly disheartened him at | he « )
Onee more, therefore, the dice were t¢ tried o r the pn
ih in any other wa if it wer laylal r. Th
1 snu at y all ¢ i
18 ol wa | 1t for son I 1l
ht throw the dice a 1
him a hiding not sufficiently secure for s instromer t
Remarkable it was on the very night when the last arrears were t
obtained of his father law's demand—a night which Schroll had
ticipated with so much bitter anxicty—that he hecame unusually gloon
and dejected.  He was particularly disturbed by the countenance of a
stranger, who for several days running had lost considerable sum I'he
man called himself Stutz; hut he had a most striking resemblance to
his old comrade Weber, who had «n shot at the sand-hill ; and
differed indeed in nothing but in the advantage of bl e youth
Searce had he leisure to recover from the shock which this spectacle
occasioned, when a second  oceurred.  About midnight another man

whom nobody knew, came up to the gaming-table, and interrupted the
play by recounting an event which he represented as having just hap.
pened. A certain man, he said, had made a covenant with some person
or other that they call the Evil One,—or what is it you call him *—and
by means of this covenant he had obtained a steady run of good luck at
play.  “Well, sir,” he went on, “and would you believe it the
day pe began to repent of this covenant; gentleman wanted to rat,
he Lwnted to rat, sir. Only, first of all, he resolved ‘-rl\z\l\l_\ to make
up a certain sum of money. Ah the poor idiot the little knew whom he

hag fo deal with: the Evil One, as they choose to call bim, was not a |

BULLFROG.

other |

-
/

man to let himself be swindled in that manner.  No, 80, my good frien
saw—1I mean, the Evil One saw—what was going on hetimes; and
he wrod the swindler fancied hir fon they t
t v wanted
an to laugh so londly at this pleasant fict !
Madam + Ml<h v was attracted the
) v her ; and she wa b
th r ] v n | the awalier
I I Iy langhed o t two
persons—Stutz and Schroll.  The first had again lost ey in
his purse ; and the » N ' ad
not forbear staring with fixed eves on tly r, who roa
gainst him. i ation i 1 wh por
FANZET'S COUNLENANCe seem: Iter at ¢ mon .
rema nch li exeeptt 1 ex) ! 1
with which he perseveringly r welf
At length he could endure t nd ) Sk
upon Stutz again | veah v v ir. 8 )
too much in aran of b k t thes {l v L}
lofer the f r pue § v wmother d \ ereupon
he put the dice into his pock
Stop!"said the strar t Schroll with
for he k o n wdful el th r
Stoy 1 ngzain 1 ' And tren Iv Schroll
th \ )
Ah! 1t t mucl |t} ) led
So sa h {f i
S 1 hetoS I ) i hroken
wl v led
ung mas, & W ! et
ri t t | 1A
H s ked i
1 | \ H |
| \
for \ e e I f
S awed
1 | ) v 1 from the
had W inferred
| I'he
and
MR, PERKINGTON'S DIARY
0 f \l | 1 o
‘ | | M | ¢ 1 .
I \ k
FWILIGHT IN THE NORTH
0 . | {
Lik \ I n I v he he f |
0 W '
\ is
And } \ e
W \ | decay
O the m northern tw ' hour !
And not or & \ Vil
Eart {
0 veet tw { rest
Wh wk clouds are driven aw and the stormy winds
Anc wl day s o | t, filling earth and heaven
light
Yo 1ld think ‘twas dawn come back again ut the ht is
in the west
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3.15. | Hal

HALIFAX ANI

3.30 fax arrive,
TWEEN
AN

yourt R.00 3.50 ‘ W ve, 1045
1.15. | Halifax arrive, 11.15

JAMES McDONALD

ndsor arr 7.00

lepart 7.00

GROCERY &
JAMES

IMPORTER OF

CIGAR DEPOT.
REEVES

AND DEALER IN
Coffee, $Sugar, Spices, f£lour,
PICKLES, SAUCES,
CADICE HAYANA CIGARS,

TOBACCO, PIPES, &e.,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
43, BARRINGTON STREET, HALIFAX, N. 8.

W. M. HARRINGTON & Co.,
IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN
GROCERIES, WINES, SPIRITS, LIQUEURS
PORTER, FRUIT, OILS, SPICES, CHEESE.
PICKLES, SAUCES
HAVANNAH CIGARS, E

TC
WHOLESALF

Ten, Meal,

{LE,

ETC.,
IND RETAIL

ITALIAN WAREHUUSE,

253, HOLLIS AND 50, WATER STREETS,
HALIMAK, &
ATTENTION!

Nos

mdon
Finest sparklin
brands Claret and Sauttrne—a
%, Osborne’s, and_ Newfoun
fine ol PORT WINE Amontillado, Lindsays, u-m‘d.l.::fv
:‘||| |‘{l|(|| S :h| br I\Au an and dry 100 dozen Ingram'’s and
oodhouse . MARSALA — v g i« . ot ve o
Wondhouse r and & small lot very cholee
Liqueurs.— Curagao
Maraschino, &e
Finest Sootch and Trish Whiskey. Hennessy's
lands and Old Tom Gin. Fine old Jamaica Rum
Base's and Preston Pans Ale, London and Dublin Stout-—pints and quarts

EF~ The quality of the above warranted
ARMY AND NAVY DEPOT.

THE BULLFROG

Published Weekly, Price Two Cents per copy. Terms of Ajver.
tising,—as usual. Communications, Advertisements, &o be
addressed to X. ¥.Z., Bullfrog Office, 111, Barrington 8¢, = ©
The Bnllfmg is Printedat the Halifax Industrial 8chool P
Barrington-street. Mr, W Theakston, Menager.

Has .
Moet & Chandon's
Moselle, Hook, and
in pints and quarts

Crenede, Cacao, Cherry Brandy, Absinthe, Noyau,

» pale and dark Brandy. Hol-

rinting




