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There are few days in summer when the
heat is so great that the average person
could not attend Sabbath School without
great discomfort, and it must be evident that
the individual who can go steadily to busi-
ness six days out of the week, and do a full
day’s work, ought in the same kind of
weatber to be able to attend church and
Sunday School for a short period on the
remaining day. Indeed, the church and
the schoolroom are likely to be the coolest
places in the city or the town.

Special care should be taken to make the
summer sessions attractive, not by breaking
up the grading or giving up the lesson—for
the class organization should be kept intact
—but by making the general exercises more
prompt and more sprightly. In this way
the school in summer may be made attrac-
tive and profitable and kept in good con-
dition.—Spfiday School Magazine.
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The ffon in the General As-
bly’ raining Course was held
ZO \ ay. Over 200 candidates pre-
mselves at more than 40 centres in

parts of the Dominion, from Prince
vard Island to Assiniboia. Most of the

candidates took the examination in all
three departments of the course. Many

were unable, for various reasons, to appear
‘for examination, who had studied the
course during the winter. Letters have been
received from various quarters indicating
avery deep interest in this movement to-
wards the better equipmeént of Sabbath
School teachers for their great work. The
examiners have been delayed by the meeting
of the General Assembly ; but it is expected
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that the results of the examination will be
announced before the end of the present
month.

The Report of the Sabbath School Com-
mittee to the General Assembly accounts
for about 3,000 Sabbath Schools, inall. In
the 2,847 actually sendingin their returns,
there are 21,872 teachers and officers, a gain
of 55 on last year, and 183,638 scholars, a
gain of 1,203, or counting the Home depart-
ment, a total enrolment of 212,245, Child-
ren’s Day collections amount to $7,612;
there was given to the Schemes of the
Church by the Sabbath Schools, $26,5626,
and for all purposes, $112,461. No less than
$20,783 was given to other purposes than the
support of the School or the Schemes of the
Chureh. The Committee asks whether
there should not be more concentration in
giving.

Y
WHERE THERE I8 NO VISION
By Rev. E. A. Mackenzie, B.A., B.D.

The ancient Romans observed the beanti-
ful custom of holding the face of every new-
born babe towards the sky, in token that
we are born to look above the world,
“ Where there is no vision, the people per-
ish.”” Emerson says that, living under the
lofty domes of great cathedrals, the most
menial attendant acquires a stately step. So
under the influence of the soul's visions
there comes into the lowliest life a dignity
and strength it could not otherwise have.
As well might one expect to grow prize
roses without the sun and the summer as to
grow into beauty of character without high
ideals.
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We need the constant vision of God. Un-
derneath a pretty gketeh, in which the
ghrubbery and flowers and paths of a garden
were plainly visible, was written, * Here is
the garden ; but where is the gardener?”’
After turning the picture into every con
ceivable position for some time in vain, at
last the right angle was obtained, and sud-
denly the features of the gardener stood out
go plainly, that where before one could see
nothing but the garden, now nothing ecould
be seen but the gardener. Life is full of
God's presence for those who have eyes to
see aright. He who is blinding men to the
divine vision is preparing them to run down
the steepest road to sin and ruin. On the
other hand, those who in any measure
quicken the sense of God in the hearts of
others, whether it be the mother with her
child or the teacher with the class, are doing
the highest possible service for humanity.

We need a truer vision of one another.
Competition and rivalry blind us to the
eacredness of human life, and in our eynie-
jsm we make it a cheap and common thing.
Oliver Wendell Holmes once said, * If you
look at & man. you see just enough to make
you suspicious of him. If youlook into a
man, you see enough to make you think &
litle more of him. If you look right
through a man, you sce enough to fill your
heart with compassion and to lead you to
help him.”" That is how Christ looks at
men. He sees more clearly into human
hearts than any of us, vet He never despuirs
of human nature, There is a legend that,
while walking with His disciples, they came
upon a dead dog by the wayside. While the
disciples could not conceal the disgust they
felt, the Saviour gaid, *“How white and
beautiful his teeth are ! He ever sees in
the most degraded and ginful some touch of
hallowing beauty through which His re-
deeming grace may come.

We need a clearer vision of heaven. The
strongest and purest lives are those stimu-
lated by “the power of an endless life.”
Travellers say that in Cyprus it is nearly
always sunshine. There are occasional

Samuel the Reformer

pass away, the air is filled with the fragrance
which the flowers have yielded in the grate-
ful shade. That is what the clear vision of
heaven will do for this life. 1t will fill our
days with sunehine, and when the clouds do
come, as come they will to all of us, there
will be no gloom in them, but instead of
horror and despair, they will leave behind
them the fragrance of the flowers of Para-
dise.
§t. Matthew's Chureh, Montreal.
b
CALM AND SURE

When the anchors that faith had cast
Are dragging in the gale,
I am quietly holding fast
To the things that cannot fail.)
I know that right is rfght ;
That it is not good to lie ;
That love is better than spite,
And a neighbor than a gpy ;
That the rulers must obey ;
That the givers shall increase ;
That duty lights the way
For the beautiful feet of peace.
And that somewhere beyond the stars
Is a love that is better than fate.
When the night unlocks her bars
1 shall see Him, and I will wait.
—Washington Gladden

.

SAMUEL THE REFORMER
By Rev, [ A McKeen B,

Dark days had come to Israel. They were
being grievously oppressed by the Philis-
tines, and they were making themselves ser-
vants in a still harder bondage by yielding
to the sin of idolatry. The priests were liv-
ing bad lives in the sight of the people, be-
fore whom they should have been placing
high ideals, and, in sign of God’s judgment,
there was no open vision. :

This was their darkest hour, but to meet
it the dawn was hastening. There was about
to be a reformation, and it was for such a
time as this that Samuel was born. He

came into the world as the « ggked of God,”

and even before birth he was dedicated to |

the Lord. ‘
»

|

clouds, of course, but even in the clouds
there is no gloom. They are warm and soft,
like the wings of a dove, and when they

i
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The Lord had revelations to make, and
there was need of one who would receive
them and make them plain. We do not un-
derstand the way of the human message as
it wings its flight through the illimitable air,
but we know that a delicately constructed
mechanism is required to receive and record
the ethergram. We do not understand the
way of the divine message as it came to
earth, but we know that all this time, as
God uttered His voice, it was not heard by
the multitudes, not even by Eli, but it
startled the child Samuel from his sleep, for
(God had made the heart of this child His
receiver. The work of reform began at
Shiloh ; for Samuel’s first commission was
to bear heavy tidings to Eli, and that day,
standing in his ephod of white linen before
the trembling priest, he spoke for God as he
predicted the doom of Eli's house.

Now Samuel grew on, and he continued to
hear God's voice. The word of the Lord
came to Samuel, and the word of Samuel
came to all Israel, and he was known among
the people as the Seer. The divine search-
light was put in his hands, and he turned it
to the place on the dark horizon wherc God
had disclosures to make.

In the work of reformation the personality
of Samuel had a place. The priests, Hophni
and Phineas, who made themselves vile,
were glain, Eli who restrained them not was
dead, and the ark of God was taken. Shiloh
was now desolate, and the religion of Israel
was in rnins. At this crisis the man Samuel
became the centre of Israel's religious life,
and bis holy, unblameable ar.d unreprovable
character rebuked and restrained the evils of
the time. He also led the way to purer wor-
ship, and as a faithful priest sacrificed at the
altar which he had built in Ramah. He
there, with clean hands and a pure heart,
prayed to God for the people; and so fer-
vently and unceasingly did he supplicate,
that he was ever after known ““as Samuel
among them that call upon his name” (Ps.
09 : 6).

The work of this religious reform was
made more effective and enduring by educa-
tional effort. Samuel founded schools, not
by endowing them with money, but by
planning and setting them up and becoming

.
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a teacher in them. From the schools of the
prophets teachers went forth to train others,
and by these means the people of that day
were raised to a higher plane of intellectual
and spiritual life.

This revival of learning left its impress
upon the literature of Israel, and through
portions of scripture written by men influ-
enced by these schools, we are still drawing
the far-off interest of investments made by
Samuel the reformer.

Orono, Ont.
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“ WHOSE I AM!"

By E'v. W. P. Archibald, B.D.

Paul was a true Christian hero. Tow at-
tractive the blending in his character of
strength and humility, of daring and devo-
tion! He reveals to us the secret of his
calmness, hopefulness and courage in the
words, *“ whose I am, and whom I serve.”
It was Paul's hold on God that kept him
firm amid blackened skies, fierce winds, and
rolling billows. His anchor held within the
veil.

Paul’s memorable confeseion may well
gerve as a motto for every Christian worker.
The consciousness of belonging to God
brings a gense of dignity and responsibility,
that will go far to elevate our thoughts and
purposes, and make our lives steadfast and
true. Every loval «uhcet of King £dward
VII. feels a thru. o« joy and pride, as he
thinks of the history and influence of the
great empire over which his rule extends.
The Christian owns a nobler king; he be-
longs to a grander and more enduring em-
pire. The true imperialism is that of the
kingdom of heaven : its citizens enjoy un-
mixed liberty and unbroken security.

The Christian worker is out on the service
of Him whose kingdom ruleth over all, and
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion.
He must be careful to do nothing to dishonor
the banner that has been given him to be
displayed because of the truth. It was a
magic word of the Iron Duke, as he rode
along the lines at Waterloo, ** Stand steady,
lads! think of what they will say of us in
England!”  When the foes of God and the
soul press us hard and we may be *empted




284 The Morality of Youth

to surrender or retreat, let u¢ think of what
they will say of us in heaven.

We are soldiers of ““ the cross that turns
not back.”” We are followers of the Christ
«who steadfastly set His face to go to Jer-
usalem.” How inspiring were the words of
the leal-hearted Nehemiah to the little bana
of returned exiles, who were striving to
raise Jerusalem from its ruins, * Remember
the Lord, which is great and terrible, and
fight for your brethren, your sons, and your
Jaughters, your wives, and your houses!”
Such memories created a patience and cour-
age that ensured success.

When we are beset by difficulties, or
threatened by enemies in Christian work, let
us cast out anxicty and fear by the thought
that we belong to God, and that failure or
defeat under divine protection and guidance
is impossible. Faith’s vision of the unseen
but ever-present God is the true strength
and inspiration of the goul. The shield of
the Almighty is thrown over us. The fiery
darts of the wicked one cannot harm us.

Fidelity to the uniform we wear and the
flag we carry is what is required of us. Let
the remembrance of our Saviour's love, in
redeeming us with His precious blood and
calling us to be workers together with Him,
keep the flame of loyalty ever burning on
the altar of our hearts! ‘Lo, 1 am with
you,” rings down the lines of the Chris-
tian army, from the lips of our inyincible
Leader. Forward, then, to vietory in His
name !

Q:nny Brae, 11.8.

.
TEACHER TRAINING

By Profussor Walter C. Murray —~

XIX. Tae MoraLrry oF YourH

What are the characteristic differences be-
tween the morality of the boy and thatof the
youth ?

The habits of the boy are molded by the
examples and precepts of his seniors. Itis
said that a certain metal when passing from
the liquid to the solid state gometimes takes
the impress of a leaf which shades it from
the noonday sun. So the shadow of the
example of parent or teacher is caught and

held fast in the character of the boy. The
keynote of the moral life of the boy is obedi-
ence. The boy repeats the action of his
seniors, without troubling himself about the
reasons that may be given for their rightuess
or wrongness, just as the tailor continues to
sew buttons on the back of the coat without
being able to give any other reason than
that it is the fashion.

There comes a time, however, when the
development of the boy’s reasoning powers
awakens in him

A Desige FOR REASONS.

He must have a reason, other than the wish
or command of parent or pastor, for follow.
ing in the footsteps of his fathers. He tears
the customs and beliefs of tradition to tatters.
This is what Plato calls *‘ thy puppy dog
stage.” Happy is the parent who realizes
that a new life is awakening, and who is
both sympathetic, and able to satisfy the
young revolutionist. Likethe tailor, he may
be able to justify the customs of to-day by
their utility in the past. Once the flying
corners of the coat were buttoned to the
back, to give the wearer greater freedom.
Or he may point to the present utility of an
ancient custom. Once it was wisein passing
astranger to press to the right, so that the
thick ghield might ward off an unfriendly
blow ; to-day this simple custom saves the
time and possibly the lives of thousands.

The morelity of the boy is instinctive.
Like the Chinese, he is an idolater. He
worships his ancestors and without question
follows in their footsteps. The youth claims
the right of freemen to challenge custom and
to take reason for his guide. For this rea-
son he appears

As A REVOLUTIONIST,
a reformer and idealist. The sanctions of
history and of experience he scorns. He
protests and claims the right to think and
act for himself.

There is, however, another cause for this
self-assertion. The consciousness of increas-
ing power must find expression. New and
strong feelings, passions hitherto unnoticed
and pected, ideas bserved and un-
dreamt of, thrust themselves into his con-
gciouepess. Sometimes they come with the

.
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enddenness and force of a typhoon. Ancient
custom, wise precepts, and time-honored re-
straints, are torn to pieces and ﬂung aside,
and the youth rushes headlong in a mad
career of dissipation and vice. No check or

stop he knows, until the gale of passion has
spent itself and the youth lies suranded on
the rocks of disease and poverty. Inothers
the awakening is as gentle and as beauulul
as the opening of the rosebud.

Tue VIOLENCE oF THE PAssions

of youth has led many to regard youth as
the age of vice and crime. Corre asserted
that ““out of 26,000 evil-doers arrested in
Paris in one year, 16,000 were less than
twenty years of age.” Morrison says,
““ Most of the recruits of the eriminal popu-
lation are to be found among lads of between
sixteen and twenty-one.”” (Crime p. 169.)
Another has said, * Inebriation is the char-
acteristic vice of youth.”

While it is true that the youth in the first
days of his freedom is apt to emphasize his
liberty by going to excess, there is another
gide of his nature that makes him more
amenable than before to the claims of
others. The social instinet blossoms out in
youth, This ig the time when vows are
made, pledges are given, and obligations are
entered into with willingness, although they
inay entail great sacrifices.

In youth, too, fear of the law is supplant-
ed by

DevoTioN To AN IDEAL.

The ideal may be embodied in a hero
whom the youth worships, or it may appear
assome Holy Grail, Inwhatever form it ap-
pears, it reveals the youth becoming less
gelfish and more altruistic. The boy's life
is centered in self. He may not be effusive-
ly selfish, but he is the centre of his little
world. The youth becomes acutely con-
scious of the antitheses between self and
others, and to the unthinking may appear
more gelfish ; but heis also more susceptible
to the appeals of others, and is capable of
abandoning self and devoting all his powers
to the service of others. We must, how-
ever, reserve for another article the social
characteristics of the youth.

Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.8.
— i
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Bible Dictionary

Y FOR THIRD @il’-e-ad. A country on the east side of
t

e Jordan.
Gil’-gal. A town between the Jordan and
’. The wife of Nabal, and after Jericho, which Samuel vigited on his yearly
hie death one of the wives of David. She cireuit, 1 Sam. 7:16. Here Aing was hewn
was & wise and beautiful woman. in pieces (1 Sam. 15 33); and here Saul was
A-bi’-shai. A sonof Ze-ru’-iah, David's crowned (1 Sam. 11:14, 15); and rejected,
gister, who accompanied David to Saul's 1 Sam. 15: 26,
camp and asked permission to kill the sleep- Heb/-ron. A town in Judah which be-
came David’s first capital.

ing king.
b/-ner. The son of Ner and uncle of Ish-bo’-sheth. e of Saul's younger
Saul. He was commander-in-chief of Saul’s  sons, who reigned for two yearsin M.l‘;mmm,

army and, after the death of that monarch, while David reigned in Hebron.
Is-/ra-el. A name given to the whole

proclaimed Ish-bosheth as king.
J.gag. An Amalekite king spared by body of Jacob's descendants ; also the name
gaul and slain by Samuel. of the kinfdom formed by the tribes which
A-hi’-me-le: The chief priest at Nob,  8¢| rated from Judah.
who gave David to eat of the shew-bread a’-besh-gil’-e-ad. A town of Gilead
which, by the law, belonged to_the priesta. rescued by Saul from the hands of the
A-hi-no’-am. A woman of Jezreel, a Ammonites, whose inhabitants afterwards
town in the hill country of Judah, and one showed their gmtimde b{ giving an honor-
of David's wives. able burial to the bodies of Saul and his gons.
A-mal/-ek-ites. The descendants of Jes’-se. A descendant of Nahshon, chief
Esau, Gen. 36:12. They attacked the of the tribe of Judah in the days of Moses
Israclites soon after the latter had left Egypt  and of Ruth.
(Ex. 17 : 8-16) and were doomed to destruc- Jez/-re-el. A city near the boundary line
tion, Deut. 25:17-19. They cuffered &  of the tribe of Issachar, which gave its name
crushing defeat from Saul, and soon after (o a valley forming part of the great plain of
d\sxgg«;a{:rmlr&he%lblellnstlor.\i.A G Esdraelon.
-tar-oth. The plural of Ash . ’ o
goddess of the Philistines (the Greek Venus). H:‘:);::’I;le lAnea);)gt 'v?({f:‘lfr';not 1“3"?‘“"’1
Bo"—e‘r-ll:ie'l-b.l. i\.u};‘wg in the fvxtreme 1:8 ¥ L
il ) gons 0 41
south of Judah, in which the sons of Samuel 5o/ g) qnd A-bi%.ah, Sonsof Samucl who

A-bi-

lived whil the Israelites. f 1
"’,,,?u'_'fl,j“{‘]‘f.?ﬁﬁfe..'_e -«sﬁ:,::ﬁane]mn were associated with their father as judges

means ungodly men. over Israel.
Ben’-ja-min. The youngest gon of Jacob Jo’-na-than. Eldest son of King Saul, a
and head of one of tlie tribes. brave warrior who died with his father and
his brothers A-bi’-na-dab and Melch’-i-

Beth’-le-hem. A townin the hill country i
of Judah ; the place of Rachel's death and shu’-a on Mount Gilboa.
burial ; the home of Ruth ; the birth-place Jor’-dan. The most important river of
of David, and afterwards of our Lord. Palestine, flowing from the Lebanon moun-
tﬂzlth’-rlhtn.i JA city at th‘e euste“l er'nd tains to the Dead Sea.
of the valley of Jezree on whose walls the bt &
Philisinee Y tened the bodies of Saul and o,g;’,{',,{a;;‘;';;*;;;gg;‘;giggglw}w family
Sthia e vomet o o ottt
o] i i LW 18880
Bethlehemite, and the second king o rael. e Teb-bosheth’s capital.

E/- t. A country watered by the Nile,
four hun- Na’-bal. A slieepmaster dwelling near

and in which the Israelites spent
Mount Carmel, the husband of Abigail.

dred years of slavery.
El-i’-ab, A-bi’na-dab, Shamm’-ah. Phil’-is-tine. A nation of Canaan which

Sons of Jesse and elder brothers of David. was frequently at war with the Israelites
i :ph'c-;;;’irm-i o g vt O:hg(’:"h until its power wag broken by David.

nad an 0! me m.h i 1
name, which inhabited the central portion ofnf:.’;““e,_ 'lilt'en::;‘ H :.‘f g:gnn:ilt?lim

Ofg?}::ii“ek Nk mnrking the place of the nll:pu.t gin% “miles north of Jerusalem, but
oall Mk Da - this is doubtiul.
farewell between David an Jonathan Sam’-u-el. The last of the ju A ks

Gib/-e-ah. A town of Benjamin, the resi- :
dence of Saul when he was called to be king, earliest of the great Hebrew prophets. He
and afterwards his capital. ruled over lsrael for thirty years.
Gil-bo’-a. A mountain lying to the east Saul. The first king of Israel, anointed
On it Saul was by Samuel at God's command, on the

of the plain of Esdraelon.
ddumy by the Philistines and met hisdeath. demand of the people.
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International Bible Lessons

Studies in the Old Testament from Samuel to Solomon.

LessoN CALENDAR: THIRD QUARTER

»

. August 2,
6. August 9.
7. August 16.
8. August 23,
9, August 30
10. September 6
11. September 13.
12. September 20..
13. September 27......

David §

.. REVIEW.

res Saul. 1 Sam., 26: 5-12, 21-2
Death of Saul and Jonathan. 1 Sam. 31 :
David Becomes King. 2 Sam. 2: 1-10.
Abstinence from Evil. 1 Pet. 4: 1-11.

.......Israel Asking for a King. 1 8am. 8: 1-10.
.....Saul Chosen King. 1 Sam, 10: 17-27.

umuel’s Farewell Address. 1 8Sam. 12: 13-25.

wl Rejected as King. 1 8am, 15: 13-28.

Samuel Anoints David. 1 Sam 16 : 4-13.

David and Goliath. 1 Sam, 17: 38-49,

Saul Tries to Kill David. 1 Sam. 18: 5

David and Jonathan. 18am. 20: 12

Lesson 1. ISRAEL ASKING FOR A KING July 5, 1903

1 Sam. 8:1-10. Study vs. 1-22. Commit to

memory vs, 4-7. Read Deut. 17:14-20 ;

1 Sam. chs. 4-8,

1 And it came to I“' when Sam’uel was old, that
he made hissons jud over 1s'rael.

2 Now the name of his fisstborn was Jo'el ; and the
",':":‘5‘“' his second, Abi'ah : they were judges in .deer-
she’ 3

2 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
)u(lgrmenh

4 Then all the elders of 15 rael gathered themselves
together, and came to Sam’uel unto Ra'mah,

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy
sons walk not in thy ways: now make usa king to
judge us like all the nations,

6 But the thing displeased Sam’uel, when they said,
Give us a king to judge us. And S8am’uel prayed unto

the' Lorp,

7 And the Lorp said unto S8am'uel, Hearken unto
the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee :
for they have not rejected thee, but they have re-
jected me, that I should not 1 n-ifn over them.

8 According to all the works which they have done
since the dn{ that I brought them up out of E'gypt
even unto this day, 2 wherewith they have forsaken
me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee.

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: how-
beit 3 yet protest mlenmli unto them, and 4shew
l:nem the manner of the king that nhn'll reign over
them.

10 And Sam’uel told all the words of the Lorpunto
the people that asked of him a king.

Revised Version—! be king ; 2in that ; 8 thon shalt protest ; 4 shalt,

GOLDEN TEXT

I 8am, 7:8. Prepare your hearts unto the Lord,
and serve him only.
DAILY READINGS
M. —1 Sam, 8: 1-10. Ierael asking for a king.
T, —1Sam, 8: 11-22, Advice refused.
W. — Sam, 9: 113, Baul's visit to Samuel.
Th Sam, 9: 14+ Samuel's message to Saul.

Deut. 17 1420,  The king's duties,
The best rule,
Reference by Paul.

CATECHISM

Q. 84, What doth every sin deserve?

A. Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both
in this life, and that which is to come,

TIME AND PLACE
B.C. 1079, while judges were ruling in Israel; Ramah,
a name borne by at least eight different places men-
tioned in the Old Testament, The position of the
Ramah of Samuel is in dispute. It was perhaps
within nine miles of Jerusalem in a rortherly direc-

tion.
LESSON PLAN
. A King Demanded, 1-8,
By the elders on behalf of the people.
II, "he Lord Rejected, 7, 8.
"ln spite of his past deliverances,

. The , 9, 10.
Concerning their treatment by the king,
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 240; 90; 2 (Ps. Sel.); 19; 149 ; 533,

EXPOSITION

By Rev. Prof. W. G. Jordan, D.D., Queen's University, Kingston.

Connecting Links—We now resume the
studies in the Old Testament from the point
reached in the closing lessons of 1902, The
time covered by the book of First Samuel is
almost a century. In the life of that cen-
tury Samuel as judge and prophet played a
great part. The hook opens with the story
of Samuel's birth, his dedication to the ser-
vice of the Lord, and his youthful ministry

at Shiloh, chs. 1 to 3. We then have the
sad story of the time of Eli’s house, and the
tragic death of the aged judge, chs. 4 and 5.
This begins a period of national disaster, in-
cluding defeat by the Philistines and the
loss of the ark of God, chs, 5 and 6. The
ministry of Samuel is blessed with the quick-
ening of national repentance, which leads to
reformation and victory, ch. 7 : 1-14. Samuel
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exercises a beneficent ministry as prophet
and ruler.

1. A King Demanded, 1-6.

V. 1. Samuel. The name means *‘heard
of God.” (Seech. 1 220.) Was old; sixty
years of age. He had ruled Israel as judge
for about twenty years, since the great vie-
tory over the Philistines at Mizpeh, ch, 7:
10-12. Made his sons julges over Tsrael ; to
aid him in the duties which, owing to
advancing years, had become too heavy for
him. The judges were men whom God
raised up from time to time, after the days
of Joshua, to deliver His people from for-
eign oppressors and to rule over them in
times of peace, tiod Himseli was the only
King of Tsrael.

V. 2. Joel; Jehovah is God.” Abiah ;
«Jah is my Father” These are good
names, speaking of faith in Jehovah and
recognition of His fatherhood. They sug-
gest the father's prayers, and place in a
stronger light the failure of his gons to walk
after his noble example. Beer-sheba ; *¢ well
of the oath,” which Abraham and Abime-
lech made there (Gen. 91 : 81), or possibly
«yell of geven in allugion to the seven
ewe lambs with which the covenant was
ratified, Gen. 21:29, 30, It was the most
convenient centre for the southern district,
which Samuel assigned to his sons, while
he retained under his own care the northern,
in which Ramah, the place of his regidence,
was situated.

Vs. 8, 4. Walked not in his ways. There is
no suggestion here, as in the case of Eli (ch.
3:13), of fault on the father's gide. Lucre;
(from Latin Jucrum, gain) used in the Bible
only in the sense of ill-gotten gain. Took
bribes, and perverted judgment.  The sin of
Samuel’s sons is one often condemned in the
Bible, Ex. 23:2,6; Deut. 16:9; Tsa. 1:23.
This acceptance of bribes is found to-day,
under various forms of government, and is
as harmful and as wicked as ever. The elders
of Israel. After the settlement of Israel in
Canaan, we find the title ‘“elders” applied
to high officials generally.  There were:
(1) Elders of cities, who acted as magistrates,
Josh. 20:4; Judges 8: 16; Ruth 4:2; (2)
Elders of tribes, or districts, Judges 11:5;

1 Sam. 30:26; 2 Sam. 19:11; (3) Elders of
Israel, a united body of the elders of the
tribes, which acted for the nation on such
occasions as at present. In New Testament
times the elders formed part of the San-
hedrim or great Jewish conncil.  With us
the title is given to those who hold a certain
office in the chureh.

V. 5. Behold, thou art old ; the first reason
for asking a king. Samuel was by this time
seventy vears old and his sons had been
judges for ten years. That Samuel had
grown old and weary in the service of God
and the country was reason, not for a
change, but for groiter gratitude and more
kindly courtesy. hy sons walk not in thy
ways; & gecond reason, gad and true, and
for this no one felt a keener disappointment
than the fathe: himself. Make us @ king.
But the people foolishly trusted more ina
change of government than in the power of
God to cure the evils complained of. Like all
the nations; & third reagon. 1f they had
looked carefully, they might have seen that
they were already too much like other
nations, in their forgetfulness of God. A
fourth reason wug & desive for a leader in
war, v. 20.

V. 6. But the thing displeased Samuel. No
doubt he was disappointed at the apparent
want of appreciation of his services. But
deeper than this, he felt that it was a rejec-
tion of God’s guidance. Samuel prayed unto
the Lord. He would not act on the prompt-
ing of his own personal feelings, but en-
deavored to learn what was the will of God
in the matter.

II. The Lord Rejected, 7, 8.

Ve, 7, 8. Hearken unto the voice of the people.
Samuel is told of God that the people must be
allowed to choose for themselves and learn
wisdom from their mistakes. According (0
all the works which they have done. The his-
tory of Israel had been full of rebellion
against God, which ghowed the basest in-
gratitude for all His goodness, and especially
for the great deliverance of the nation from
the bondage of Egypt. (Compare Tsa. 1:8,
8.) So do they also unto thee. Samuel should
not complain of the same treatment which
God Himself received from His people.

\
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From the long-suffering of the Lord, His
gervant should learn a lesson of patience.
(Compare Matt. 10 : 24; Jno. 15: 18, 20.)
III. The People Warned, 9, 10.

Vs. 9, 10. Protest solemnly unto them. — God
will not allow His people to bring evil upon
themselves without warning them against
it. Themanner of the king ; the way in which
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the king whom they desire will treat them.

Ve, 11-18 give Samuel’s description in
detail, The king pictured here is one to-
wards whom all the substance and the
pervices of the nation must flow. In vs,
1922, wo have the people’s rejection of the
warning given and the Lord’s renewed direc-
tion to Samuel to grant their demand.

APPLICATION
By Rev. G. B, Wilson, Ph,D,, Winnipeg, Man,

It came to pass, when Samuel was old, v. 1.
Boswell tells us, that Dr. S8amuel Johnson
had engraved on the dial of his watch, * The
night cometh,” so that he might be stimulat-
ed to earnest effort every time he looked at
the face of his time-piece. The example of
Jesus teaches us to see in the rapid flight of
time a reason for redoubled zeal, John 9 : 4.
Soon old age will overtake the youngest and
the strongest of usand compel us to lay down
our work, for lack of strength to do it longer,
We have not a moment to waste in idleness,
or to spend on unworthy objects. The task
of each day should be taken up and carried
through with such diligence and fidelity,
that when we grow old we can look back
on life and not be ashamed.

Joel..... Abiah, v. 2. The names embody,
each of them, the name of Jehovah. The
letters E. R. placed on certain buildings,
show that they belong to the government of
which King Edward is the head. The name
of God should be stamped on ourselves and
everything we have. We belong to Him,
He has created us. He supplies our daily
needs. Above all, He has redeemed us by
the costly sacrifice of His Son. We rob Him
of the honor which is His due, if we employ
our powers or possessions in a way contrary
to His will.

Turned aside, v. 3. Sometimes two trains
on different tracks run gide by side for some
distance, and then when a certain point is
reached, the two tracks begin to diverge., The
distance between them constantly increases,
until the train on the one track fades from
the sight of the passengers on the other, and
at last they reach widely scparated destina-
tions. Before choosing our path in life, we
should be sure about whither it will lead.
However little, at first, the wrong path

diverges from the right, we should beware
of entering upon it, because it unerringly
leads, in the long run, to destruction and
misery,

Took bribes.  An ancient practice, but none
the less vile on that account. To accept a
bribe is to acknowledge that one considers
money worth more than his manhood ; and
to bu bribed to a certain course, makes every
further step taken o lie. A country, where
the leaders accept bribes and the people
suffer them to do itunrebuked, is already far
gone towurd ruin

Thy sons walk not in thy ways, v. 5. We
may not bo responsible for what others do ;
but we are regponsible for the example we
set before them,  Even the very young have
companions who imitate them. How sad it
is, il by copying our conduct, others are led
to do wrong, and go evilinthe world is mul-
tiplied ! And what a joy to know that those
about us are helped to do right because they
w00 in ug what right is !

Samuel prayed unto the Lord, v. 6. God is
just a8 near to usas cur perplexities. To get
into His presence, we do not need to build a
ladder up to Him and then creep up round
after round,  Ail we have to dois to turn
our faces towards him,

Y“Speak to Him thou, for He hears, and
Spirit with Spirit can meet ;
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer
than hands and feet.”

They have not véjected thee, but they have re-
Jjected me, v, 7. Beware of rejecting an ambas-
sador of God, in however humble guise he
may come, Those whom God sends to speak
in His nume, He clothes with His authority,
and to despise them is to offer an insult to
God himself,
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So do they also unto thee, V. 8, Strange, is it
not, that thoee who toil unselfishly for the
public good, often receive ingratitude and
misrepresentation as their reward. It should
be a comfort to such to remember that they
are in good company. It was thus, as God
reminds Samuel, that all His faithful

Howbeit, yet protest solemnly unto them, V. 9.
Fair warning, is God's invariable rule. If
woe befalls us for our transgressions, we can
never say, 1did not know"" ; for conscience
within us, and God’s written word, as well a8
what we see with our own eyes all about us

with His people had been received. It was
thus with God’s own Son, when He dwelt
among men. The people whom He came
from heaven to save, nailed Him to the cross
of shame.

Hearken unto the voice, v. 9. God gives us
freedom of choice, but we ghall have to give
an account at the bar of congcience and of
God of the choices we make. The noblest use
to which we can put this godlike power, is %o
surrender ourselves to the gervice of Him
who gave it to us.

« Our wills are ours, we know not how ;

Our wills are ours, to make them Thine.”

of the of gin, afford warning that
none but a blind man ora fool can fail to
cee. It will add, not take away from, the
weight of punishment, when it falls, to re-
member that fair warning was given.

Samuel told all the words of the Lord, v. 10,
We should be glad if we have a pastor, or
teacher, or friend, who is kind enough and
brave enough to tell us all the words of the
Lord, whether they are pleasing to us or not.
We need plain warnings and stern rebukes,
as well as gracious promises and sweet en-
couragements, and to the former as well a8
to the latter should we listen with attentive
ears and obedient hearts.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS
By The Associate

Our name we inherit, but our character
we must make. v. 2.

Gold should be used for God, not wor-
ehipped as God. v. 3.

Fvils in the state require a change of
epirit, rather than a change of government.
v. b,

The will of God, and not our feelings,
should rule our conduct. V. 6.

The greater our mercies, the more weighty
are our obligations. v. 8.

God’s warnings are beacon lights to pre-
vent the shipwreck of our souls. v.9.

When the message has been delivered, the
responsibility of the messenger ends and
that of the hearer beging. V. 10.

1f David's visible deeds are greater or
more dazzling than Samuel’s, still there can
be no doubt that David's place of glory
would have been impossible without S8am-
uel’s less conspicuous, but far more influen-
tial career; so that all the greatness of
which the following century boastegoes back
to him as ite real author. —Ewald.

There seems to have been no effort on
the part of the people to spare Samuel's

feelings. He must have been already well-
nigh heart-broken at the evil conduct of his
sons, and it was the last drop in a bitter
cup to be informed by the unfeeling elders,
that he had outlived his usefulness. The
spirit of Christianity requires fineness of
feeling and courteous consideration of others,
and especially of the aged and gorrowing.—
Dr. G. B. Wilson.'

The aupmn?uest. of character is disap-
pointment and apparent failure. When the
flowing stream is with us and our plans are
ripening into fruition, it is easy enough to
be at our best. But what we really are does
not appear under such conditions. Let the
tide turn againgt us; let men avert their
faces and refuse our counsels ; let us be
driven to stand on the defence against the
world in arms ; then our true metal is ap-
proved.—F. B. Meyer.

They who have steeped their gouls in prayer
Can every anguish calmly bear ; :
They who have learnt to pray aright,
From pain’s dark well draw up delight.
—Houghton.

Kitto relates that when the English and
Dutch were competing for power and influ-
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ence in the East, the English, in order to
damage their rivals, circulated the dan-
gerons secret that the Dutch had no king.
The Orientals were astounded and dismayed,
and the Dutch, to meet the case, stoutly
affirmed that they had a very great king,
exaltipg for the nonce, their stadtiolder to
that rank.

The Lord explained the case to Samuel.
He said in effect, ‘‘Samuel, the elders ol
Israel have rejected me, they have not re-
jected thee. They are only making a tool
of thee; thou art become to them a mere
convenience, or ag it were a scape-goat.
They profess to be very deeply concerned
about the moral apostasy of thy sons ; they
do not care one pin-point about it ; they are
extremely glad to be able to seize upon any-
thing that will give a good coloring to their

case., Samuel, Israel has cast off its God.
Is it wonderful, then, that Israel should cast
off the servant ?"’—Joseph Parker.

The greatness of Samuel's character is
shown in nothing more striking than that,
after finding the change had the sanction of
God, he not only waived further opposition,
but led the new movement, with calm wis-
dom, to a successful issue. He could no
longer hope to be go great a personage a8 in
the past, but that did not concern him.—
Geikie.

“Let thy king be the man whom God
hath chosen, the Man of Calvary, whom He
hath exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour.
He will not exact from, but bring to thee.
He does not impoverish, but enrich. His
sceptre is the broken reed ; Hissteed a foal ;
His crown of thorns.”

LIGHT FROM THE EAST

By Rev. Professor RE‘ D.D., M}
Kina—Among ancient Eastern tribes the that there was a close connection between

appointment of a king usually marked the
transition from a nomadic to a settled life.
The king was the ruler of a permanent city ;
the wandering tribe was governed by a chief,
The fortifications and organized wealth of
the city were necessary to support the state
of n king and to maintain his power over the
surrounding clans.

Nearly all the Semitic nations believed

their king and their god. Very often their
word for king forms part of the divine name,
and their god was really a supreme king,
who, they believed, had originated the peo-
ple and who ruled over them all. The king
was always an important religions function-
ary, who was educated among the priests
and shared their secrets, which were care-
fully hidden from the common people.

' TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

hing material
'school.

Thi tion e
or th i
ible
AN 18

\3 / MacVicar, D.D., LL.D.
e Israelites judges during four
d fifty years, Acts 13 : 20. Samuel
\e last of them. He was sole judge for
twenty years. The duties of the office

werd arduous, and were felt by hian to be
espieially £o us he approached old age. He
thebefore limited his circuit, confining his

magisterial services to Ramah and its vicin-
ity, and delegating the work at other places
to his sons.

1. The people's demand for a king. This
action was taken with manifest unanimity,

and may be traced to various causes. (a)
The bad conduct of Samuel'ssons, They re-
sembled in this respect the sons of Eli, ch.
2:17. They walked not in the ways of
their father, v. 8. They yielded to what is
now, and ever has been, *‘a root of all kinds
of evil”’—the love of money, 1 Tim. 6:10
(Rev. Ver.). They ‘‘took bribes” and for
filthy lucre corrupted the fountain of justice.
Samuel's heart must have been rent with
anguish in hearing of their behavior. (b)
The demand for a king evidently arose from
ingratitude towards Samuel and his prede-
cessors. Barak and Deborah, Gideon and
Jephthah, Samson and Samuel had rendered
eminent services to their country when
attacked by Philistines, Amorites and others.
Why should this be forgotten? Even good

:
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men fail in gratitude, as was the case with
the elders who waited on Samuel. They
ignored what he had most recently done for
them, ch. 7:7-13. (c) The demand arose
from the desire to be “like all the nations,”
.5, This was foolish in the extreme. Did
they not know that the rulers of these
nations were often weak, tyrannical and
cruel? What more could a people enjoy or
wish for in the form of good government
who had God as their King?

9, The demand for @ king dealt with by
Samuel. (a) It was presented to him ina
manner fitted to give offence, o wound his
feelings deeply. He was bluntly told that
he was old, implying that he was infirm,
and unfit for the right discharge of the duties
of his sacred office, and therefore the whole
nation was suffering grievons injury. Fur-
ther, he was most unwise in having eleva-
ted his unprincipled sons to the position of
judges. They had undeniably proved ut-
terly unworthy of the high trust committed
to them. (b) Samuel showed wisdom by the
course he followed. jie appealed to the
King of the nation, whose rule was really
called in question. He laid the whole mat-
ter before the Lord, v. 6. The situation
was embarrassing beyond measure ; there
was a universal revolt against constituted
authority and order ; there were confessedly
just causes for complaint and unrest ; the
conduct of the young men intrusted with the
administration of Juatice was indefensible

_and ruinous to the interests of public morals.
They trampled righteousness under their
feet and furnished a most pernicious and de-
bauching example 1o the youth of the na-
tion. In these circumstances their father
did wisely in turning to God for help. What
ablessed privilege to be allowed tocry to
Him in our distress! Do we sufficiently
avail ourselves of the promise that God giv-
eth wisdom to them that ask Him, Jas. 1%
5? Do we constantly cast all our cares upon
Him, 1 Pet. 5: 77 Do we betake ourselves
to the throne of grace? Heb. 4:167

3. The demand for « king dealt with by God.
(a) He treated it as their deliberate rejection
of Him as their King. Samuel was only His
servant, v. 7. And, geeing they had volun-
tarily rejected Him, God would not coerce

them or destroy their free agency. It was
their part to choose whom they would serve.
(Read Josh. 94 : 15 ; Deut. 30: 195 John b :
40.) This power of choice involvesawful re-
gponsibility. (b) God directed Samuel to
yield to the people’s decigion, but to warn
them golemnly at the same time, of the con-
gequences of their disloyalty, v. 9.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By tor,

This is not & lesson on the best sort of
government, but upon the spirit that must
possess the people in order that any govern-
ment may be good. Let the teacher have
this fact well in his mind, that God’s con-
troversy with His people was not that they
wanted a king, but that they wanted their
own way, not God’s way ; that they trusted
in themselves, not in the Lord.

It was a great crisis. The weal or woe of
nation for all its future history turned on it.
Even quite young children will see this, if
put to them in a few plain sentences, and
will be thereby led to find keen interest in
the lesson. These three divigions may guide :

1. What the people wanted—a king. The
scholars will pick out the three reasons given
in v. 6. (See Exposition). They look like
strong reasons—Samuel, their ruler, an old
man : he will soon be gone ; his sons worth-
Jess and wicked ; & king will make us like
the other nations. But test the reasons—
Samuel is old, and his sons are unworthy ;
but has God no~more good men? The
history of how God raised up one judge
after another, Gideon, and Barak, and
Samson, and Jephthah, just when they were
needed, should have settled this question.
Then—the other nations have kings; 80
ghould we. Yes, if God thinks best; but
not otherwise. They were God’s people,
and He had shown in & thousand wonderfal
ways, from Abraham’s day onward, how He
could and did care for His people. The
people’s error was their distrust of God.

9. How Samuel acted. He was sad and dis-
pleased. How could he helpit? (Lot the
teacher bring this out plainly.) But he was
wise ; he took his case to God. This is the
road that always ends well. 1f we take our
perplexities to God, no matter how they
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turn out, we have done the best thing, and
we may rest content.

3. What the Lord said, vs. 7-9. In sub-
stance—Their quarrel is really with Me ; and
1 shall let them have their own way, if they
insist upon it (God never forces us); but it
will be a sad way, with a sad ending.

4, What the people did. Samuel was true
to God and to the people ; he held nothing
back. (The details of vs. 10-18 are very vivid
and interesting.) But the people were willing
to take the risk. They stopped their ears
to (iod’s message, and steeled their hearts
against Him, ve. 16, 20. The lessons that
follow reveal the consequences. The Golden
Text points ont the true way.

Some Test Questions
What office did S8amuel hold ?
Whom did he appoint to assist him?
Where did they live?
Of what crimes were they guilty ?
Who complained of their conduct?
What change was proposed ?
What rensons were given?
How did Samuel look upon it?
Whose counsel did he seek?
What directions did he receive ?
What was the sin of the people?
What warning was given to them?
What do we learn as to :

(1) The wickedness of bribery ?
(2) Man’s freedom of choice ?
(3) The value of prayer ?

(4) The sin of ingratitude ?

Prove from Scripture
That the Lord answers prayer.

For Special Study
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The * elders of Israel.”
2. Giving and taking bribes.
8. Loyalty to God.

The Catechism

Ques. 84, What sin deserves. Note two points:
(1) What cvery sin deserves—** God's wrath
and curse.’”” That is to say, God is angry
with sin, and punishes it accordingly. Let it
be remembered, however, that in God’s
anger there is no passion, nor resentment, nor
unreasonableness. It is a holy hatred of all
that is evil. There is nothing in God's anger
which is opposed to His love. Indee!, just
beeanse His love to men is sogreat, He hates
gin the more, which is their worst enemy.
(2) How long this desert continues. It lasts
throughout *“this life.” We see proof of
God’s anger against gin in the sufferings that
come upon those who live in it, Prov. 13.15.
Sin carries its ill desert over into the next
world, Matt. 25 : 46.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

By Mrs, Jessie Mlnm Johnston, North Bay, _Ont,
Subjects for the Quurler—i:he Golden Text is the basis of the subjects for the Quarter.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation.” Each lesson shows us God saving His people

by His dealings with them.

POINTING OUT

]

WARNING E

Symbol for the Quarter—1Let
the symbol be a ghield, on
S which print the lesson subject

and lesson thought for each
M Sabbath. Thig shield may
v either be outlined on the
board, or cut from paper of a
different color for cach lesson.

i T, THE Memory  Picture  Frame —
% ) Pieces of ssenti
paper representing
CHILDREN a picture frame, with names
oF of prominent persons in the
lesson, may also beused for
ISRAEL Review. - '

Lesson Subject—God saving




His people b showing them their sin.
Introduction—We are going to turn away
back in our Bibles and hear some more
stories about the children of Tsrael. Recall
briefly their crossing of the Red Sea, en-
trance into Canaan, ete. Recall God’s con-
stant companionship with, and care over
them.

Three Companions—1et U8 call God's com-
panionship His Good-will towards them.
When they reached Canaan, they met T11-will
from the people living there. During all this
time they had with them a very bad com-
panion, we chall call him Self-will. Hestayed
in their hearts. (Print SeLr-WiLL within ont-
line of a heart.) He led them into all sorts
of bad ways, grambling, disobedience, idol-
atry. Did you ever hear of a boy or girl who
had this companion? (Tell a story of a self-
willed child who suffered for his own sin).
Lesson—Do you remember the little boy
Samuel, whose mother took him to the
house of the Lord in ghiloh and said, ‘‘As
long as he liveth he shall be lent to the
Lord.” Well, God «porrowed "’ him and
used him and he became & great, good, wise
man, a judge of the people. Now he is old.
The children of Israel thought they would
not have any more judges. Self-will was
telling them to ask for & king such as other
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nations had. God had been their King and
had told his wishes to the judges and pro-
phets and thus ruled the people. (In asking
for a king they were rejecting God.) Tell
of the elders’ request and Samuel’s dis-
pleasure.

A Praying Man—Samuel was 2 praying
boy and also & praying man, V. 6.

God's Warnings—God gaw their sin. He
was displeased because they had taken Self-
will for their companion and had turned
away from serving Him. He told Samuel
to warn the people of the power a king
would have over them. They might be
gorry for their choice, vs. 10-18. Self-will
gaid : “Nay, but we will have a king,”
v. 19.

Golden Text—Samuel told these words to
the people. (Repeat whole verse.) God
had kept His promise, but they had again
tarned from Him. Print—** PREPARE YOUR
Hearms,” ete. (The analogy between the
preparation of a garden bed, taking out the
weeds, watering, ete., and the rooting out of
gin from our hearts, may explain the Golden
Text in a practical way.)

A Whisper Senteiice—(iod sees my sin.

Faithful to God we'll ever be,
And put seli-will to flight.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

By The Mu Editor

GOD

A KING EQUESTED

JECTED

It excites enriogity and thereiore interest, sometimes to begin the review a good piece
away from the lesson. Recall here, for instance, by a little outline of the story and a few
questions, the prodigious folly of Esau in selling His birthright for the mess of pottage—
what a poor bargain-maker he was. Now, approach the gimilar example of bad bargaining
in this lesson, by questions as to who brought the Israelites out of Egypt and into Canaan,
and whose leadership that leader followed ; what were the rulers that came after him called ;
who now ruled ; what dissatisfaction had sprung up ; what were the reasons given for it ;
what was the real reason ; what the people would gain by having a king ; what they cast
away in order to gain their desire. The bargain, a8 the Blackboard shows, was A Kine
Requestep ; Gop REJECTED. Leave the scholars the question, What ghall T gain by want-
ing and getting my own way and refusing God and God’s way ?
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Legson 11. SAUL CHOSEN KING
1 Sam. 10 : 17-27. Commit to memory,

17 And Sam’uel called the people together unto the
LorD to 1 Miz’peh ;

18 And said unto the children of Is‘rael, Thus saith
the Lok 2 God of Is'rael, 1 brought up Is'rael out of
E'gypt sud delivered you out of the hand of the
Fgyp tians, and out of the hand of all s kingdoms, aud
of them that oppressed you :

19 4+ And ye have this day rejected your God, who
himself ssaved you out of all your éadversitics and
your 7 tribulations ; and ye have said unto him, Nay,
but set & king over us. Now therefore present your-
selves before the LorD by your tribes, and by your
thousands,

20 8 And when S8am'uel had caused all the tribes of
Is'rael to come near, the tribe of Ben'jamin was

taken.

21 9 When he had caused the tribe of Ben’jamin to
come near by their families, the family of 10 Ma/tri
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken : and
when they sought him, he could not be found.

22 Therefore they enquired of the Lorp further,

July 12, 1903
ve, 24, 25, Read 1 Sam., chs. 9, 10.

1if the man could yet come thither. And the Lorp
answered, Behold, he hath hid himsell among the

stuff,

23 And they ran and fetched him the 2
when he stood among the people, he was higher
than any of the people from his shoulders and up-

ward,

24 And Sam’uel said to all the people, See ye him
whom the Lorp hath chosen, that there is none like
him among all the ‘\(-(lpl 1
shouted, and said, Goc

25 Then sam uel told the people the mannerof the
ingdom, and wrote it in & book, and laid it up before
Lorp. And Sam’'uel sent all the people away,
y man to his house,

26 And Saul also went 12home to Gibeah; and
there went with him 13a band of men, whose hearts
God had touched,

27 But 14the children of Be’lial said, How shall this
man save us? And they despised him, and brought
him no 15 presents, But he held his peace.

And all the people
save the king.,

Revised Version—! Mizpah; 2the; 3the kingdoms that oppressed you ; 4but; sgaveth ; 6 calamitics ;
Tdistresses ; #80 Samuel brought all the tribes of Isracl near, and; 9 And he brought the tribe of Benjamin
near: lothe Matrites; '11s there yet & man to come hither? 12to his house; 13the host, whose hearts;

14 certain sons

present.

GOLDEN TEXT
Isa. 33 :22. The Lord is our King; he will save us.
DAILY READINGS
. —18am, 9: 25 to 10: 8, Baul anointed,
1 8a 0; 1727, Saul chosen king.
Duty to rulers,
God’s council,
A king's trust,
*The Lord reigneth "
The King of glory.

.“'7‘?':;5.42

CATECHISM

Q. 88. What doth God require of us, that we may
escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin?

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us
for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, re-
pentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the
outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us
the benefits of redemption,

TIME AND PLACE
B.C. 1079 ; Mizpeh. This is Mizpeh of Benjamin ; to
be distinguished from Mizpeh of Gilead, Judg 10 :17;
¢ For another important gathering held here

seo Judges ch. 20, 1t is either alofty hill (Neby Sam-
wil) about 5 miles northwest of Jerusalem, or a broad
ridge (Scopus) north of the same city.
LESSON PLAN
1. A Bolemn Statement, 17-10.
Made by Samuel to the people.
I1. An Important Choice, 20-25,
Of Saul us king over Israel,
IIr, 'wofold Reception, 26, 27,
By loyal and by disloyal subjects.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 541;9; 76 (Ps. Sel.) ; 17; 67 ; 64.

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—TLis narrative joins
on to the last lesson, ch. 8. Chapter 9 and
the early portion of chapter 10 give an ac-
count of the way in which Samuel was pri-
vately made acquainted with the man whom
God had chosen as king, and relates Saul’'s
search for his father’s asses, his meeting with
Samuel, the gigns he received, and his private
anointing as king.

I. A Solemn Statement, 17-19,

V. 17. Samuel called the people together. He
summoned the national assembly or ‘‘con-
gregation of Israel.” *‘This body was com-
posed of all Israelites of twenty years old or
upwards (Num. 1:3) who had not forfeited
their privileges (Ex. 12:19), together with
foreigners admitted under certain condi-
tions,”* Lev. 19 : 33, 34. Unto the Lord. The
presence of God was connected with holy

places or with the ark, Gen. 28: 16; ch.
14: 36. To Mizpeh; the *‘ watch-tower.”
(Compare Judges 20: 1.)

V. 18, 19.  Said unto the children of Israel.
Samuel charges the people with, (1) ingrati-
tude towards God, who in the past had re-
deemed and guided the nation (compare Ex.
20:2; Hosea 11: 1§ Amos 2:10); (2) pre-
gent rejection of Jehoval’s teaching and
commands. I brought up Israel. Note the
contrast between what God bad done, and
what the people (and ye) were doing. The
kingdoms that oppressed you (Rev. Ver.). The
reference is to the deliverances recorded in
the Book of Judges. Ye have said unto him.
The request made to Samuel was virtually
addressed to God. By your tribes and by your
thousands. Along with the natural division
of the nation into tribes, of the tribes into
families, or clans, of the families into house-

|
|
|
|
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holds, of the households into men (Joshua
7:14), there was an artificial divigion intro-
duced by Moses, of thousands, hundreds,
fifties and tens, Ex. 18 : 25.

II. An Important Choice. 20-25.

Ve, 20, 21, Wastaken. 1t is probable that
the choice was made by casting lots, though
we cannot settle the precise method adopted.
The king was to be God's gift, but he must
be a popular leader. The casting of the lot
was a golemn appeal to Jehovah, Prov. 162
33, The tribe of Benjamin; the weakest of
the tribes, descended from the youngest
gon of Jacob, Gen. 85 : 18. The family of
Matri; not mentioned elsewhere. Saul, the
son of Kish. Kigh wasa farmer, described in
ch. 9 as a mighty man of power. Could not he
found; having hidden himself outof modesty.
Perhaps, too, he had been startled by
Samuel’s declaration, that the people in
choosing a king were rejecting God.

Ve 22, 23. They enquired of the Lord fur-
ther ; by means of the Urin and TaumMiM
which the high priest wore on the breast-
plate of hig ephod (Ex. 28: 30; Num.
97:21), as a sign of his authority to ask
counsel of the Lord.  The stuff'; the baggage
of the people who had come from a distance
to Mizpeh. Higher than any of the people.
For some further detail see ch.9:2. The
sculptures of ancient Egypt, Assyria and
Persia ghow how much store was set by
ancient nations upon bulk and stature in
their rulers. * Before the introduction of
firearms, strength was essential in a leader,

Saul Chosen King

as, indeed, it is still among the Arabs.”
And all the people shouted ; for joy because
their wish had been granted. God save the
king ; literally, “let the king live,” the
usual greeting to & ruler.

V. 25. The manner of the kingdom ; the
principles which were to govern the king in
his relations to God and the people.  (Com-
pare Deut. 17 : 14-20.)  In a book ; literally,
“in the book.” Perhaps this document was
added to the ** book of the law " kept by
the side of the ark ‘¢ before the Lord,”" Deut.
31 : 26.

III. A Twofold Receptian, 26, 27.

V. 26. Gibeah; a town of Benjamin near
Ramah (Judges 19:13, 14), the home of
saul and capital of his kingdom. Themen of
valowr, whose hearts God had touched (Rev.

Ver. margin). This divine touch fired the
hearts of these men with Jove and loyalty to
the king.

V. 27. The children of Belial ; ** children of
worthlessness,” that is, worthless (lawless,
ungodly, wicked) persons. How ghall this
man save us ! a true saving, but uttered in a
base spirit, and with these men it is the
baseness, not the truth, that is uppermost.
Brought him no_ presents. The refusal to offer
these usnal tokens of homage amounted toa
rejection of the king's authority. (See 1
Kings 10:25;5 9 Chron. 17:11.)  But he held
his peace ; literally, ‘‘he was a8 one deaf.”
This wise gelf-control was a better proof of
gaul's fitness for the kingship than his
strength and beauty.

APPLICATION

Mizpeh, v. 17. Each should build for
himself a *‘watch tower,” to which he
can go daily, and especially on the Lord’s
day, to look out over the past and survey the
Joving-kindnesses from the good and gracious
Father with which it has been 80 fall.  Itis
such a view that will send us to new duties
and trials with fresh hope and courage, and
a great resolve to prove ourselves less un-
worthy than we have been, of all our bles-
sings and privileges.

I brought up Israel out of Egupt, V. 18
At Sinai the Lord prefaced the Ten Com-
mandments with the gracious words, ‘‘1am

the Lord thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage " (Ex. 20: 2), asif to kindle the
Jove of His people into & fresh and fervent
glow, before He laid His laws upon them.
On the same ground Jesus claimed the obe-
dience of His disciples, when He said to
them: “Ii ye love Me, keep My command-
ments,” John. 14: 15. If we are tempted
to grow slack in our obedience, the remedy
lies in thinking of God’s love to us as re-
vealed in Christ. This will stimulate our
flagging zeal and intensify our languishing
devotion. !

B—T
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Ye have this day rejected your God, v. 19.
There are many modern methods of rejecting
(God. He is rejected when a voter casts a
ballot in favor of any law that will interfere
with the sacredness of the Sabbath, or
linder the cause of temperance, or put an
obstacle in the way of any other good cause.
He is rejected by those who practise dis-
honesty and untruthfulness in their business.
He is rejected by those, who, for the sake of
their own pleasure, break His laws. He is
rejected by all who do not ““do justly”” and
“Jove mercy” and *‘ walk humbly” with
Him. And if we reject Him in any of these
ways, it will count for nothing in His sight,
that we profess to believe in Him and offer
Him formal worship.

And Saul the son of Kish was taken, v. 21.
Choice to a pogition of responsibility may be
the stepping stone to higher attainments in
character, for added honors and duties ripen
those who already have the right material
in them. Or, alas! as in the case of Saul, it
may open the way to new temptations,
which there is not strength to overcome.
Covet not, therefore, loftier places, but rather
the virtue which fits for them.

.

Behold, he hath hid himself amony the stuff,
v. 22, Few virtues are rarer than the grace
of humility. Few qualities are so unattrac-
tive as over-confidence. Cocksureness gen-
erally goes with unfitness. Meekness ix
commonly the companion of great ability.
True Christian excellence gradually acquires
the charm of unconsciousness. [t becomes
as a little child. The fact that ‘men shrink
from great tasks, does not necessarily prove
that they are really unfitted for exalted
service, or that they would be justified in
refusing positions of trust involving great
responsibilities. He who enters lightly on
the duties of an important position is not
likely to put much earnestness and zeal into
the doing of them.

God save the king, v. 24. If the Israelites
had done wrong in asking for a king, they
certainly did well in praying for him. We
should always remember that those in posi-
tions of power have great responsibility and
many temptations, so that they need the
prayers of all Christian people over whom
they rule. If evils exist in the government
of the country, the blame is partly ours if
we fail to pray for our law makers.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

A careful review of the past helps toa true
pre-view of the futnre. vs. 17,18,

The mercies of God furnish the most pow-
erful motive to the service of God. ve. 18,
19.

In the Lord’s hands the feeblest may be-
come the foremost. v. 20.

We should show neither rashness in ac-
cepting nor cowardice in refusing great re-
sponsibilities. v. 21

There is nothing hidden from the eye of
God. v. 22,

The health of the soul is of more import-
ance than bodily strength. v. 23.

Royalty carries with it the right to loyalty.
v. 24,

Kingand people alike owe allegiance to
God, v.25.

As the harp gives forth its music under the
hand of the musician, the human heart
answers, in love and devotion, to the touch
of God. v. 26.

Our treatment of heaven’s gifts reveals the
nobility or baseness of our character. v. 27.

If a king had been chosen from one of the
leading tribes, the rival tribe might have
been unwilling to submit to his rule. But
the tribe of Benjamin was so weak in point
of numbers and influence, that the selection
of a member of it as king would rouse no
jealousy. Tt wou!ld have been impossible
for the king, had he been so disposed, to
raise so weak a tribe to the chief position.—
Dr. G. B. Wilson.

Look at the terrible possibility of God's
allowing men to have their own way !
Israel insisted upon having a king., God
gaid, “ In so insisting, you are rejecting and
grieving Me ; yet take him and seé the
end !” We may clamor until God's patience
yields to our importunity, and He inflicts
upon us the intolerable punishment of
allowing us to have our own wav.—Joseph
Parker.
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« o not many gay even of the Lord Jesus
Christ, ‘How ghall this man save u?’
Some rob Him of His saving power by look-
ing on Him merely as a teacher, denying
that He shed His blood to take away sin.
Others refuse to do Him homage because
they have never, like the publican, been
convinced of their sin, but are digposed to
boast, with the Pharisee, of their goodness.”

«The phrase, found only in this passage,
+men of valour, whose hearts God had
touched,’ deseribes those who were well dis-
posed, who reverenced the law, and wished
to build up the state. To-day we need the
same trust in God, the same loyalty, tore-
ally great leaders, and the same determina-
tion that the few reckless, lawless men shall
not spoil the life of the community and hin-
der noble enterprise. We havea God given
king in whose gervice we can work for
church and country.”

« Has the Lord touched your heart? Hearts
can be quickened only by the living Spirit
of God. 1n vain shall we try to serve Him
until our hearts are touched by His Spirit.”

« Is there a call for a Joving servant,
A messenger swift for Thee,
A hearer of glad, good tidings?
Here am 1, Lord ; send me.”

Light from the East

gavr’s Starvre— Primitive people, like
the more undeveloped races of to-day, were
much impressed by striking personal quali-
ties, such as gigantic stature, great strength,
a lion-like appearance and a stentorian voice.
Many of the most noted of modern Arab
leaders gained their ascendancy by physical
peculiarities, and the bighops of some of the
Eastern churches are chosen largely on
account of their commanding appearance,
because such personal endowments are still
considered special marks of the favor of
heaven. In thisinstance the Supreme Being
accommodated Himself to vi.® opinions of
the time, and gave Israel a leader after its
own ideal.

Trge Lor—The use of the lot by which
Saul was chosen was a direct appeal to God,
free from all bias of passion or personal in-
fluence. The method was probably similar
to that used in Rome, where tablets of wood,
with the names on them, were ghaken in a
vessel and one drawn by a blindfolded per-
gon. Office-bearers in the Christian church
were often chosen by lot down to the geventh
century, and among the Moraviang until
recently the same method of eelection was
employed to fill vacancies.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

Ch.9: 1toch.10: 16 describes the dra-
matic events which preceded the public
choice of Saul a8 king. We have in the les-
gon of to-day :

1. The election of the king. (8) It was pre.
ceded by the delivery to the people of a
message from God, a very plain and mani-
festly nlarming meesage, exposing the sinful
conduct that led to the business which had
brought them together. The Lord charged
them with ingratitude for His deliverance of
them from the oppression of Egypt and ““of
all kingdoms,” v. 18. The climax of their
wickedness was rejecting (iod as their king
and preferring a man in His stead, v.19.

How many to-day reject Chrigt as their King
and Saviour! (b) The choice was made by
lot. The lot was miraculous. “The whole
digposing thereof is of the Lord,” Prov. 16:
33. The practice of casting lots was common
among the Jews. For example, the land of
Canaan was divided by lot, Num. 26: 563
Josh. chs. 15, 16,17. Achan was detected by
lot, Josh. 7:16-18. Matthias was chosen by
lot, Acts.1:26. The way in which this
was done is not certainly known. The usual
mode appears to have been by inscribing
the names of the persons on pebbles or
pieces of wood, placing these in an urn
along with others without names, and then
drawing them. (¢) gaul hid himself. He
was sufficiently informed by previous events,
to induce serious thought. He is now over-
come by nervous excitement or innate
difidence. The situation was one of

——
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appalling solemnity, to be suddenly elevated
to the throne, to displace Samuel and to yield
to the determination of the people in reject-
ing God as their king. (d) The Lord revealed
his hiding place v. 22. He was brought forth
and proclaimed by Samuel as the one
« whom the Lord hath chosen ;"' and the
people, delighted with hi# commanding ap-
pearance and with the accomplishment of
their persistent desire, shouted their ap-
proval, ‘ God save the king,” vs. 22-24,
They have gained their end. They have
brought about a crisis in the history of the
nation. They imagine that they have re-
lieved themselves of the kingship of God.
But in this very transaction the hand of the
Lord was supreme, as Samuel was careful to
make clear to them in his announcement of
the result of the election by lot, v. 24.

9. The valediclory address to the people, and
the records made on the occasion. (a) Samuel
told the people the manner of the kingdom
(v.25), that is, he explained the nature of
the new regime under which they were now
placed. ‘He stated clearly the rights, privi-
leges, and constitutional limitations of the
monarch, as well as the rights of the people.
He defined what belonged to each party.
(b) To have the constitution duly ratified, to
prevent future misunderstandings, and in
order to have an authentic source of refer-
ence in case these should occur, ‘‘ he wrote
it in & book, and laid it up before the Lord,”
deposited it in the custody of the priests, the
keepers of the national archives. All this
was a most patriotic and generous work on
Samuel’s part, especially in view of the fact
that the people had deposed him from the
public office he had faithfully and success-
fully filled. The man of God is always the
true patriot and statesman.

3. The subsequent conduct of the people and of
Saul. (a) At the close of the traneactions of
that memorable day, ‘‘Samuel sent all the
people away,” v. 25. They returned to their
homes a divided people. (b) Those * whose
hearts God had touched’’ represented one
class, v. 26. They accompanied the king to
Gibeah, a distance of about five miles from
Jerusalem. They acted froma conscientious
sense of the duty of allegiance to theirchosen
ruler. Would that the people always did o

in relation to the ministers and elders whom
they call to be over them in the Lord! (c)
The representatives of a second class were
« children of Belial.” (See Christ’s account
of those who are of their father the devil,
Jno. 8 :41-44.) (d) Saul “*held his peace,” V.
27. He silently endured the sneers and con-
tempt of the *“children of Belial.” This
was commendable. Some men answer their
vituperations by their own inconsistencies,
only to give ground for further mocking.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Tt will be time gained to have the scholars
go over the chief points of Samuel’s discovery
of Saul,—the “‘choice young man’’ (ch.9:2),
looking for his father’s asses which had gone
astray, and directed to Samuel, the seer, for

_information ; the Lord apprising Samuel of

Saul's coming and of His choice of him (vs.
15-17) ; Saul's arrival, the feast, the early
morning anointing on the housetop, the
Spirit of the Lord coming on Saul to the
amazement of all who had known him. By
the time the story has been brought thus far,
the dullest will be on the alert. What next?

1. The people summoned for the selection
of a king, v. 17-19. There was plain talk.
Samuel hid nothing of the Lord’s mind—
reminded them of the Lord’s great goodness,
and of their black ingratitude in desiring
other than God Himself as their king. Don’t
wait until the end of the lesson for the practi-
cal applications. Here is a fine opening.

9. The solemn choice, ve. 20, 21. God
would, so far as could be, overrule the
people’s folly. He gives His own sanction,
the sanction of the lot (see Light from the
East) to the choice. Note alco that it was
from the smallest tribe, and an obscure
family, that the king was chosen. God’s
way of choosing His instruments is often
surprisingly unlike man’s.

3. Big Saul, shy and terrified, hidden
among the stuff. One’s heart warms to so
modest a man. If Saul had been as stroug
and great at every point and always, as he
was now in his modesty, it had been well
for him and for his people.

4, The joyous shouting of ‘‘ God save the
king! Let the king live!” It has its glad
side, for it is hopeful of & nation, when it
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honors ity rulers; Joyalty to their king
\nakes people loyal to one another. Tt had
its sad gide, too. Tt wasa people glorying in
ite shame : for had not God said, ““In desir-
ing a king, ye have dishonored Me.”

5. The record of the day’s doings—Ilaid up
t pefore the Lord™” asa testimony against the
evil daysthat were coming ; Saul's new-found
and enthusiastic friends ; and the bitter scof-
fing enemies of this man of God's choice.
Let the practical teaching at each point be
brought earnestly home. The Golden Text
has been waiting all the while ; it contains
the gist of the whole lesson. Trust not in
any man, but in the Lord. He is our King.
He will save us.

Some Test Questions
Where were the people assembled ?
Who had summoned them?
What former gathering held here ?
Who had summoned them?
What former gathering held here?
Of what deliverances were they reminded ?
What charge made against them?
How was the king chosen?
To what tribe did he belong?
Why did 8aul hide himself?
How was he discovered ?
Describe his appearance.
Explain ¢ manner of the kingdom."
What two classes in V& 26, 277

What do we learn as to :
(1) The ancient use of the lot ?
(2) Divisions of the Ieraelitish nation ”
(3) Limits of king's power in Isrnel ?
(4) The influence of the Spirit of God.

Prove from Scripture
That we should pray for our rulers.

For Special Study
(To be assigned the Sabbath previons.)
1, How Samuel first found Saul.
9. The deliverance from Egypt.
3. Christ our King.

The Catechism

Ques. 85. To escape the wrath and curse
of God. God Himself has provided the
way of escape. There are three stepg which
we must take. The first step is ** faith.”
We know whatit is to have faith in, thatis to
trust parents and friends. In the same way
we are to trust Christ, and He will take away
from us the wrath and curse of sin. The next
stepis repentance.”’ This means * a change
of mind.” We repent when we give up &in
and begin to do God's will. The third step
is “ diligence.” God has made certain things,
here called ‘* means of grace" and deseribed
in Questiunﬁ 88-107, channels through which
He “ vuunnnn'\mu-th" (imparts, gives) to g
all the blessings of salvation. We are to
make a diligent use of them.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Introduction—Outline a Crown, or use one made of gilt paper, placing it on the head of
one of the children, before the class, while you talk about who wears & crown.

What does
a king do? The name of our
king? Who had always been
the King of the children of
Tsrael 2 Could they see Him?
How did they know what He
wanted them to do? Recall
their request for a king such
as other nations had. The
name of the companion who
prompted them to ask this?
God is letting them have their
own way. He is kinder to
them than they deserve. We
shall gee what kind of king
they got. Under the crown
print, SAUL.




Saul Chosen King 301

TLesson Subject—(iod gaving His people, by
giving them a strong and brave leader.

Lesson—Here is a word picture of Saul, 1
Sam. 9: 2. Picture Saul going out to find
the asses of his father Kish and his meeting
with Samuel, 1 Sam. 9: 1-14. This was all
planned by God, 1 Sam. 15:17. Describe
their interview. Tell of the anointing of
Saul, ch. 10.

A King is Chosen—Picture the gathering of
people at Mizpeh and Samuel speaking to
them, ve. 17-19. See the procession of tribes
passing before Samuel! The tribe of Ben-
jamin ig selected. Then the families of
Benjamin puss by. The family of Matri is
chosen, and Saul, son of Kish, is the one
selected for king. When they look for him
he cannot be found. God had in some way
directed their choice, and ¢o they ask God
where Saul is to be found. When he is
found, how pleased they are with the strong,
brave leader that God had chosen for them !
They all shout *“ God save the king!”” (A
verse of our *‘ God save the king,’" may here
be sung.)

Golden Text—Print and repeat. God has
chosen a King for us, His own beloved Son.
Perhaps some of you can print His name.
Let us try. Guide the hand of one of the
little ones while he prints JESUS.

A Difference—Show some of the ways in

which Jesus differs from an earthly king.

1. He wears no golden crown, lives not in
a palace. 2. He is an intimate Friend of
the poorest, as well as the richest of His
subjects. 3. He knows each of His people
by name. 4. He sees each one. 5. He
hears our lowest whisper. 6. He knows
even our thoughts, 7. He is always ready
to forgive and help us. 8. Helis preparing
a home for us in His own home.

A Likeness—In gome ways there is a like-
ness between an earthly king and King
Jesus,

1. He is a leader of hig people. 2. His
people honor him. 3. He has power to
punish and forgive. 4. He has servants.
5. He expects obedience.

Repeat—W e are all His little servants. We
must obey Him. He is our Leader. We
must follow in His footsteps.

Whisper Sentence—God leads me.

Sing—Hymn No. 528, Book of Praise.

Jesus, high in glory,
Lend a listening ear ;
When we bow before Thee,
Children’s praises hear.

Though Thou art so holy,
Heaven's Almighty Kiug,

Thou wilt stop to listen
When Thy praise we sing.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

GOD SAVE THE KING!

What king waschosen in the lesson? By whom was hechosen? How? Describe the
wethod of ehoosing by lot. Who guided the choice of the people? By whom, then, was
the king really selected ? Who is the king of our country? What duties do we owe to
him? To obey his laws. Anythingelse? Topray for him. What hymn is a prayer for
the king? Gop Save miue Kiva ! Let us sing this hymn. Have we any other King?
Yes; Jesus is our King, What does he expect of us? To love and serve Him, Where
does He live? In heaven. Anywhere else? In the hearts of His people. Where do we
find His laws 7 In the Bible. What is the great reason why we should obey Him? Be-
cause He loves us and has died for us.  What made some men go loyal to King Saul? God
tonched their hearts, Who will make us willing to serve Christ? The Holy Spirit.
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Lesson 111

SAMUEL’S FAREWELL ADDRESS

Samuel’s Farewell Address

July 19, 1903

1 Sam. 12: 13-25, Study vs. 1-25. Commit to memory vs. 23.95. Read 1 Sam., chs. 11, 12,

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have
chosen, and whom i‘c have ! desired ! and, behold,
the Lokp hath set a king over you.

14 1f ye will fear the Lorb, and serve him, and
20bey his voice, and not rebel inst the command-
ment of the Lorp, 9 then shall both ye and also the
king that reigneth over you scontinue following the
Lokrb your God

15 But if ye will not 2obey the voice of the LORD,
but rebel against the commandment of the LORD,
then shall the hand of the Lorp be against you, as it
was against your fathers.

16 Now therefore stand sand see this great thing,
which the Lorp will do before your e{eﬂ.

17 Is it not wheat harvest to day 21 will eall unto
the Lok, sand he shall send thunder and rain ; 7that
ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is
yreat, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD,
in asking you'a king.

18 R0 sam‘uel called unto the Lorp ; and the Lorn
gent thunder and rain that day : and all the people
greatly feared the LorD and Sam'uel.

Revised Vi —1 Asked for; 2 hearken unto ; sand both y
well; ostill; 6that he may ; 7and ye shall know ; sindeed ; 9evil; 1

GOLDEN TEXT
1 Sam. 12 : 24, Only fear the Lord, and serve him
in truth with all your heart.
DAILY READINGS

M. —1 Sam, 12: 1-12. The upright judge.
T, —1 Sam. 25. Samuel's lmwdeﬁaddm.
W. —D § “Good and evil,”

eut. 50 : 10-20.
Joshua 24 : 14-25. Joshua's exhortation.
8-16. Folly of disobedience.
5 Promises,
Fidelity in service,
CATECHISM
Q. 86, What is faithsin Jesus Christ?
A, Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby
we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as
he is offered to us in the gospel,

19 And all the people said unto Sam uel, Pray for
thy servants unto the Lorp thx‘ God, that we die
not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil,
to ask us a king,

20 And Sam’uel said unto the people, Fear not: ye
have #done all this  wickedness ; yet turn not aside
from following the LORD, but serve the LorD with
all your heart;

21 And turn ye not aside : for then should ye go after
vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they
are vain.

22 For the Lorp will not forsake his people for his
E’ren name's sake : because it hath pleased the LORD

make you 19 his people.

23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin

nst the Lorp in ceasing to pray for you: but I
will 11 teach you the fzod and the right way @

24 Only fear the o, and serve him in truth
with all your heart: for consider how great things
he hath done for you. g

25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be
consumed, both ye and your king.

: 4be followers of the Lorp your God,
people unto himself ; 11 instruct you in.

TIME AND PLACE
May or June, B.C. 107; Gilgal, in the Jordan
valley not far from Jericho. It was the first encamp-
ment of the Israelites on their entrance into Canaan,
Josh. 4: 19. Afterwards it became & well-known
sanct! 51 Sam. 10: 8) and a place of national as-
sembly, 11: 14,15,
1. SBamuel om—.ll' 13-!:‘
's . 3
That king & or?:le obey God.
1I. Samuel’s Au ty, 16-18.
Confirmed by a miraculous thunder-storm.
II1. SBamuel’s , 1 -D?I.
'Of God's forgiveness and his own intercession,
1V, Bamuel's e
Founded upon past deliverances.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 238 ; 90 (Ps, Sel.) ; 1503 156 17 ; 268,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—The invasion of Gil-
ead and the siege of Jabesh by Nahash, the
Ammonite king, after the election described
in last lesson, gave Saul an early opportunity
of proving his courage and capacity, ch.11:
1-3. He raised an army and wrought a great
deliverance for the people of Jabesh. In
the hour of victory he showed his greatness
by rejecting the proposal to put to death
those who (ch. 10: 27) had spoken con-
temptuously of himself, ch. 11 : 12,13, Then
Samuel calls the people to renew the kingdom
and consecrate the king at a religious festi-
val, ch. 11 : 14, 15. The Jesson is a part of
Samuel’s address on that occasion. In vs.
1-12 Samuel gives an account of his own
career, of God’s dealings and of the people’s
unfaithfulness.

1. Samuel’s Counsel, 13-15.
\'. 13. Now therefore behold the king. The

people had just been reminded of their de-
mand for a king to deliver them, instead of
trusting in God, v. 12. Now that the king
has been appointed, Samuel shows what is
expected of both king and people. Whom
ye have chosen. This was the human side of
Savl’s selection as king. Behold, the Lord
hath set a king over you. This was the divine
gide. The Lord had directed and over-ruled
the wishes of the people for the fulfilment
of His own purpose. Samuel reminds his
hearers, that though they had now a king,
God is still the supreme ruler, to whom king
and people alike owe obedience.

Ve. 14, 16, If ye will fear the Lord. The
ordinary Version makes this verse give four
conditions of prosperity, namely : (1) fear
the Lord ; (2) serve Him; (3) obey His voice ;
(4) not rebel, while then introduces the promise
depending on these conditions. The Rev.
Ver. translates the latter part of the verse
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thus : “and both ye and also the king that
reigneth over you be followers of the Lord
your God.” This makes a fifth condition of
prosperity. According to this translation
Samuel leaves the promise to be supplied by
some such words as, ““‘It shall be well with
you.” (Compare Ex. 32:32; Luke 19;42.)
But if ye will not obey. Two only of the eon-
ditions of prosperity given in v. 13 are
repeated here, but they are the most im-
portant. Indeed, obedience includes them
all. Then shall the hand of the Lord be against
you ; as unfailingly as it would be for them,
if they obeyed. No one can break His laws
without suffering for so doing. As it was
against your fathers. In v. 9 Samuel had
rehearsed the history of the nation’s forsak-
ing of God for idols, and their punishment
by being given over into the hands of the
gurrounding heathen nations.

II. Bamuel’s Authority, 16-18.

Vs. 16-18. Now therefore. The people had
failed to learn the Lord's power and claims
from the life and teachings of Samuel. They
were now to be convinced by an outward
miracle. But it is nobler to find divine
power in a righteous life and faithful preach-
ing, like that of Samuel, than in thunder
out of a clear sky. Wheat harvest; May or
June, the hottest period of the year. Usually
no rain falls from the cessation of the spring
showers about the end of April until October
or November. “‘Rain in harvest' served
as a figure for what is out of place or con-
trary to rule, Prov. 26:1. Thunder and
rain. “Thunder” is literally ‘‘vogices."
(See Ps. 18:13; 29:3.) That your wicked-
ness is great. Like all the miracles of the
Bible, this one was intended to teach a
moral lesson. And all the people greatly feared
the Lord. (Compare Ex.9:28;19:16,) Fear
of this kind needs to be turned into real
reverence and unswerving loyalty.  And
Samuel. He was coupled with God as was
Moses, Ex. 14:31: The unexpected rain
was a “sign” attesting the truth of his
words and their divine authority.

III. Samuel’s Promise, 19-28.

Vs. 19, 20. Pray for thy servants. Compare
the request of Pharaoh (Ex. 9:28) and of
the Israelites (Ex. 20 : 19) to Moses. Added
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wnto all our sins this evil. They confess their
past sing, and also admit that the demand
for & king had been sinful.  Fear nol.
Bamuel believes in a merciful God, and
tenches that sinners need not despair, if
they are really penitent and seek mercy
with a sincere heart, 1 John 1: 9. Serce the
Lord, They must ““ do works meet for re-
pentance,’ Acts 26 : 20, With all your heart.
The first mark of true sgervice is heartiness,
earnestness, enthusiasm, Mark 12 : 30. Turn
not awide ; asecond mark. Ourservice should
be single. God will not ghare our hearts
with any idol, Matt. 6 : 24.

Vi, 2123, Vain things; literally, “mnoth-
ings.”” The same word is applied to idols
Ten, 41 : 20 (translated “confusion”) and
idol makers, Ten, 44 :9 (translated ‘‘vanity”).
(8ee alko 1 Cor, 8:4.) For; introducing en-
couragements to the service of the Lord.
The first of these is that they can count on
His help.  Will not forsake His people ; & most
gracions and loving assurance. (Compare
Heb, 18:5.) For his great name’s sake ; the
chief reason for the assurance. The reputa-
tion of God would suffer if He should forsake
His own. (Compare Ex. 32:12; Josh. 7:9;
Ezek, 20:9, 14, 22 ; Rom, 11:1, 2)) Tt hath
pleased the Lord. For God’s free choice of
iy people see Deut, 7:6-11. Having once
made this ehoice, He will not go back on it,
Jam, 1:17.  Ax for me; asecond encourage-
ment, Samuel promises to help the people
hy his prayers and teaching. God forbid ;
literally “far be it from me.””  To pray for
you; the first way in which Samuel promises
to give help, For other instances of hix
prayers, see che, 7:5;8:6 ;15:11. His power
a8 an intercessor is referred to in Ps. 99:6;
Jer, 1611, It was the work of the prophet to
spenk to God on behalf of the people, as well
a8 to the people on God’s behalf. Twill teacl.
wou ; asecond way in which S8amuel will help.
He may cease to rule, but he will continue
to instruct. He will gtill be able to help
the nation he loves and has served so well.

IV, Bamuel’s Appeal, 24, 25.

V', 24, Only fear the Lord ; a different kind
of fear from that of vs, 18, 20, That is the
foar felt by aglave towards a harsh master,
or by anenemy towards a powerful foe. This
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is the loving dread which a true child bhas of
offending his father. Serve him in truth ; a
third mark of acceptable service, to be added
to those of vs, 20, 21. For consider. The first
motive to obedience is gratitude,  How great
things he hath done for you. This appeals to
Canadians as much as it could ever have
done to the ancient Israelites.

V. 25. Yeshall be consumed ; the stern law
of sowing and reaping, Gal. 6:7,8. The
word here translated * congumed’” is ren-
dered by “perish " in ch, 26:10;27:1,and
is used in these latter passages of being slain
in battle. Perhaps this verse looks forward
to Sanl’s death on Mount Gilboa (ch. 31:1-4)
after the defeat of his army.

APPLICATION

. Behold, the Lord hath set a king over you, v.
13. No choice of men can depose God from
His authority over them. There have been
whole nations, like France, who have gone
w0 far as to deny that there isa God, and to
carry on their government as if He had
no existence. But He has continued none
the less to rule over them, and has brought
upon them the terrible consequences of for-
caking Him. It is told of Claverhouse, the
fierce persecutor of the Scottish covenanters,
that when he was asked one day bow he
would give an account to God for some deed
of crueity, he replied, in effect, that he would
give his account to the king, and as for God
he would take Him in his own hand. But
we may be sure, that however we may at-
tempt to do so, we cannot put God out of our
lives, and that we ghall at the last have to
give an account to Him.

If ye will fear the Lord, v.14. These words
of Samuel, in which he lays down the condi-
tions of true and enduring prosperity for the
nation and for the individual, were never
more needed than in Canada to-day. This is
a time with us of great material development.
Our population is growing. Riches are in-
creasing. But the true greatness of a nation
depends not on such things as these, but upon
the nprightness and integrity of its rlers and
its people. As individuals, we may win a
brief success by dighonorableand unrighteous
methods, but the only life that will be traly
successful in the long run is ane which is
ruled by the fear of God and a regard for the
rights of others.

Sce this great thing, V. 106. God does not
commonly answer prayer by euch miracles
as the one recorded here.  But we have only
to look about us to see answers quite as won-
derful.  When men are enabled, by the help
received in answer to prayer, to overcome

some evil habit and to live pure and righteous
lives, though they are eurrounded by many
temptations. we have as real a manifestation
of divine power as if we were to seea moun-
tain lifted from its place, or a stream turned
back from its conrse, or the waters of thesea
divided.

And all the people greatly feared the Lord, v.
18. The man who is guilty of some crime ig
filled with fear in the presence of the judge.
for he knows that the judge has authority
to pronounce the sentence of the law upon
him. But when the same judge goes to his
home, his little girl will climb up on his
knee and look up into his face with a confi-
dence in which there is no trace of fear. Tt
is because we are guilty of breaking God's
law that we are afraid of Him. The only
way to have this dread removed, is to con-
fess our sin and to receive the forgiveness
which is promised to us through the shed-
ding of Christ's blood.

Fear not, v. 20. God's message to the
troubled heart is ever, ¢ Fear not.””  When
the heavenly host chorused the Saviour's
birth, an angel soothed the startled shep-
herds with the words, * Fear not."” When
the fearful Marys looked at the empty tomb
and the displaced stone, their hearts grew
faint with nameless dread ; but the angel of
consolation whispered gently, ** Fear not.”
God even allows those who have been
comforted to comfort others. When
Paul’'s prison ship was wrecked and
everybody else had given up in despair, an
angel stood by him and said, *“ Fear not,
Paul,” and so filled Paul's own heart with
comfort that he was able to inspire that
whole ghip-load of people with his own hope
and confidence.

Yet turn not aside, v. 20, No one should
despair of rendering some worthy service to

————
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God. Manufacturers have learned to make
many useful articles out of materials once
thrown away as useless waste. So, however
our lives may have been broken and spoiled
by sin, God can take them and make them
instruments in helping our fellow men
and building up His kingdom.

After vain. things, which cannot profit nor de-
liver, v. 21.  Thereare many things in them-
selves desirable, such as pleasure, honors,
companionships, wealth, which in the time
of trial, sorrow, danger or death will be
found to be vain things which cannot profit
nor deliver. We all need keener vision, a
wakened and sharpened spiritual msight,
that we may not mistake the glitter for the

gold,the chaff for the wheat, the vain ap-
pearances for the eternal realities.

Pray for you, v. 23.  Every other means of
doing good is limited. This has no limit.
Qur friends may be separated from us by
distance, orso sitnated, that we cannot help
them by ourstrength or wealth, but we can
always pray for them. Our enemics may
be unwilling to listen to our offers of recon-
ciliation, but they cannot prevent us from
praying that God will give to them a better
mind. Those whose salvation we desire
may refuse to hear our invitations and
warnings, but we ean at least pray, that the
Lord will turn their hearts to Himself.  Great
is the power of intercession,

POINTS AND P..RAGRAPHS

Every gift of God brings its own responsi-
bilities. v. 13.

Noble men are the material of a great
nation. v. 14,

We ghould avoid the rocks on which others
have made shipwrecks. v. 15.

Sin is seen most clearly in the presence ol
God. v. 17.

The world fears no one more than him
who has power with God. v. 18.

Not only our sin, but our sins should be
confessed. v. 19,

The majesty of God is not greater than
His mercy. v. 20.

Our choice lies between the service of God
and the service of the world. v. 2L,

The divine promises are as unchanging as
the divine character. v. 22,

The bell of threatening is needed to rouse
from the sleep of indifference. v. 25.

There were they, agreat army, with sword
and spear, young, strong, and valiant, yet
they could not arrest in its fall one drop of
rain, nor alter the course of one puff of wind,
nor extinguigh the blaze of one tongue of
fire, YOh, what folly it wasto offer an affront
to the great God, who had. such complete
control over * fire and hail, snow and vapors,
stormy winds fulfilling His word!” What
blindness to think they could in any respect
be better off with another king.—Blaikie.

With all our knowledge of natural science,
it is still true that God is behind the forces
of nature, oontrolling and guiding them.
But, if we were more enlightened, we should
recognize the great truth, that God is even
more fully revealed in the still small voice,
than in thunder and lightning, 1 Kgs. 19:
12.—Professor W. G. Jordan, D.D.

Ambrose, a bishop of Milan in the fourth
centary, says that a Christian wife was on a
journey with her heathen husband, when a
terrific thunder-storm arose, which over-
whelmed the man with terror. His wife
asked the cause, He replied, *“ Are you not
afraid 7’ She answered, ““No, not atall;
for I know that it is the voice of my hea-
venly Father, and ghall a child be afraid of
a father’'s voice? The husband saw that his
wife had what he had not ; and this led him
to embrace Christianity.

“ Now that they have begun to fear, Sam-
uel can say to the people, ‘ Fear not.”  Now
that they have shown themselves alive to
the evils of God’s displeasure, they are as-
sured that there is a clear way of escape
from the evils....If God be terrible as an
enemy, Heis gloriousas a friend. No doubt
you offered a slight to lim when you sought
another king. But it is just a proof of His
wonderful goodness that, though you have
done thig, e does not cast youoff. He will
be as near to you as ever He was if you are
only faithful to Him.”
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0, who can tell how many hearts are altars
to his praise,

From which the silent prayer ascends
through patient nights and days!

The sacrifice is offered still in secret and
alone :

0O world, ye do nov know them, but He can
help His own.

—Adelaide Procter.

“1 bless God,” said Mr. Flavel, one of
the best and sweetest of the old Puritan
divines, on the death of his father—* I bless
God for a religious and tender father, who
often poured out his soul to God for me;
and this stock of prayers I esteem the fairest
inheritance on earth.”

“ Work ghall be prayer, if all be wrought,
As Thou wouldst have it done ;
And prayer, by Thee inspired and taught,
Itself with work be one.”

What the telescope is to the eye, the
bicycle to the foot, the telephone to the
voice, and the steam-driven machine to the
hand, in enlarging and increaging human
power, prayer is to the soul, because it links
us with the mighty power of God; it
touches springs that unloose spiritual forces
which are eternal in their duration and uni-
versal in their scope.—F. B, Mever.

Five Alpine climbers were roped together,

first a guide, next a travellerand so on. The
guide in the rear stumbled. In spite of the
notches cut in the ice he pulled after him
the traveller ahead, and those two, the
second guide, and then the second traveller.
The guide in front held his position by
driving his axe into the ice, and so all were
saved. The rope is intercessory prayer, and
the guide in front is Christ. —Peloubet.

Light from the East

Tuusper—The wheat harvest on the high-
lands of Judewa is usually in the early part
of June, and thunder-storms, although com-
mon during the winter, are exceedingly rare
in the summer. All primitive people regard
thunder with a certain guperstitious fear,
and in the Old Testament it plays a large
part in the communications of God to His
people, and in the discomfiture of their ene-
mies. Even to those of us who understand
its nature and cause, its startling sudden-
ness and awe-inspiring sound, combined
with the possible danger from the lightning,
causes congiderable uneasiness during a very
violent storm. Until very recently the
great body of people thought it a direct ex-
pression of the displeasure of God. 1 have
known intelligent men in Scotland so afraid
during a thunder-storm, that they would
fling down their tools and run to the house
whenever they heard the first peal.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This i b hing
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS
In the opening verses of the chapter, Sam-
uel declared hig uniform and unfailing in-
tegrity in the service of God and his people,
from his youth to old age. vs.2-5. The
people assented to the truth of this state-
ment. v. 5. He then recalled outstanding
facts in their history, showing especially the

material

wonderful works God had wrought in their *

behalf, and that to His sovereign goodness
and mercy they owed everything. He
pressed home upon their consciences the
lesson, that when they forsook God it went
ill with them, and when they cricd for

mercy He graciously granted them signal
deliverance and prosperity. They are now,
as the outcome of their own persistent de-
mand, under a changed form of government;
and in view of this fact, the following
points are emphasized in the lesson.

1. Their obligation to serve God remains un~
changed. (a) They have rejected God and
procured a king, but the fact that they are in
this respect like the surrounding nations,
that their sinful desire to this effect is grati-
fied, does not absolve them from allegiance
to God. They are still His chosen peculiar
people. The precepts of the decalogue are
gtill binding upon them, as well as the ordi-
nances of the Levitical Code. They are not

free to cease offering the sacrifices therein
enjoined and to resort to the worship of

D)}
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Baalim and Ashtaroth, and to otheridola-
trous abominations practiced by their heath-
en neighbors.  We shonld remember that
no ehange of human government or circum-
stances can release us from obligation to
God. At home, and from home, under the
watehful eve of parent, teacher, pastor, or
far removed from them all, our loyalty to
God should remain intact. (b) At the time
of the election of the king, when the
gmouldering rebellion of the people eulmin-
ated in practical action, they were distinetly
reminded that God did not give up his right
to rule them and to claim their ungualified
obedience. At that very moment Samuel
assured them that the hand of God con-
trolled their affairs, ch, 10 : 24, This gov-
ernance was to continue under the new
order. Hence :

9. The inevitable consequences of obedience and
disobedience are vividly stated. (a) II they
obeyed the voice of God and kept his com-
mandments, he would continue to deal with
them as he did with their fathers. Both
they and their king would enjoy divine pro-
tection, guidance, and deliverance. (Com-
pare Ps. 31:19, 20 ; Ps. 34 : 22). (b) If they
failed to obey, if they rebelled against the
Lord, then His hand would be against them,
as it was against their fathers, v. 15,
plague of the fiery serpents (Num. 21 : b, 6) is
an example of what is meant.

3. The miracle by which these soemn lessons
were enforeed. (a) Tt was wrought in answer
to the prophet’s prayer. (Compare Jas. 6:
16-18.) (b) The miracle consisted in rain
and thunder suddenly coming in the time
of wheat harvest, the end of June or the
beginning of July, the season in Palestine
when it seldom or never rains, when the
gky is clear and cloudless. (c) This pheno-
menon was well fitted to convince the way-
ward Israclites, that God held in his hand
destructive agencies, which he might employ
against them and their posterity. They
were accordingly overwhelmed with terror,
confessed their guilt, and specially their sin
in asking for a king, and implored Samuel
to intercede for them lest they should die,
v. 19. Their penitence was so far well ; but
how little dependence could be placed upon
them, their future career revealed.

307

4. The counsel and encouragement offered to
the people. () This counsel is characterized
by the utmost plainness and fidelity. Their
gins are not passed over in silence. They
had ginned and should repent and serve the
Lord. There is forgiveness with Him, vs.
20, 21 Ps. 130 : 4; Dan. 9: 93 Acts b : 31,
Their service should be sincere and not
merely formal—*“in trath,” not in labor-
jous pretence, whole-hearted—* with all
your heart,” mingled with fear, devout
reverence, and grateful recognition of the
great things the Lord had done for them vs.
24, 25, (b) On these conditions they might
count upon God's help and guidance, v. 22.
For 1lis great name's sake he will show
them Hig faithfulness. They had not chosen
Him, but He had chosen them and made
them His people, v. 22 ; Ps. 105:6; Tsa. 41 :8;
Jno. 15 : 16, (¢) They might depend upon
the continued intercession and instruction
of the prophet, v. 23,

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

A very striking feature in Samuel is his de-
termined standing up for God, even when
most of the nation had grown careless, and
his persistent effort to keep God in the peo-
ple’s minds, and to save them from the con-
sequences of their own folly in rejecting the
Lord. Samuel was a true patriot and a true
gervant of God : he did not care for himself ;
but he cared for God and the nation. This
fact, if clearly brought out, will cateh and
hold the class. To-day’s lesson illustrates it.
Saul (ch. 11) had shown himself a good
fighter, and had been confirmed as king at a
great gathering of the people. Samuel (ch.
12) takes occasion to deal afresh with the
people, especially to remind them, vs. 6-12,
of all the Lord had done for them. He now—

1. Presents a sharp aliernative, 13-15 ; fear,
obey, serve, follow the Lord and it ghall be
well ; disobey, rebel, and God's hand (awful
threat) will be against you, ‘“asit wasagainst
vour fathers.”” The teacher will eall the past
history of Isracl to his aid to impress this
terrible, but wholesome truth. The same
alternative is presented to usnow—with God,
or against ITim ; and the same result—God
with us, or against us.

9. Commands a miracle, 16-19, The details,
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the scholars will readily give Tt was the
thunder and rain socompletely out of season,
as if we ghould have snow in July, that im-
pressed the people. They felt that God was
in it, and when one feels his guilt he always
dreads God. They have at length found the
right path—the path of penitence.

3. Pleads with the people, 20-25. 1t is the
same alternative as in vs, 13-15, but in a dif-
ferent tone. That was like the thunder this
is like the gentle falling cf the rain, for the
people’s hearts are open now, and God’s ser-
vant, who, like his Lord, is gentle (Isa. 43 : 3)
delights to encourage. One great word of
this final plea, isin v, 22: God has chosen,
God will not forsake. Even little children
will be impressed by that great passage,
mountain-like in its majesty, Rom. 8 28-31.
Another great word is inv. 23. A good man’s
prayers for us are our greatest possession and
his greatest gift, Jas, 5 : 16-18,

Some Test Questions
Who had asked for the king?
By whom was he appointed ?
What would follow obedience to God?
What disobedience ?
Describe the miracle ?
What effect had it on the people ?
How were they to prove their repentance ?
What assurance was given ?
What does Samuel promise to do?

What motives to service appealed to?
What do we learn as to :
(1) God’s control of human affairs?
(2) The nature of repentance ?
(8) The kind of service God requires?
(4) The faithfulness of God ?

Prove from Scripture
That the Lord will punish sin.

For Special Study
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. )
1. Different kinds of fear.
9, Confession and forgiveness.
3. Sincerity in religion.

The Catechism

Ques, 86. Saving faith. Let us start with
the words “rest upon Him.” The little
child rests upon the mother’s loving arm.
The sick person rests his mind upon the
physician who has gkill in healing. The
scholar rests upon the wise teacher. In the
game way we rest upon Christ, that is, we
depend upon Him to gave us. Faith is here
called a ““grace.” This means that it is
gomething which God gives to us. We could
not exercise faith without His help, Eph.
2:8. Itiscalleda ‘‘saving'’ grace because
through it we are saved, Acts 16 : 31. Before
we can believe, that is, have faith in Jesus
Chrigt, we must know Him. Itis“in the
gospel " Heis revealed,”” or made known.

FOR TEACHER3 OF THE LITTLE ONES
Introduction—All place hands on top of heads. What do kings wear on their heads?

Who was the young king that God gave to

the children of Israel? One of you may
print his name, and also the
name of their good old judge,

TwO PATHS

WHICH WiLL 700 Fon.l.owg

Savr,—SAMuEL.  Recall lesson.

Lesson  Subject—God  saving
His people by warning them
wgainst disobedience.

The Best Friend—Talk about
friends. We all have friends.
Let the children tell you of
their friends. They will tell
you father and mother are their
best friends. Sing a verse of
«What a Friend we have in
Jesus,”” Hymn 404, Book of
Praise. How can we be Jesus’
friends? Hesays, “ Yo aremy
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friends, if ye do whatsoever 1 command
vou.” That ineans obedience.

Lesson—We are going to hear what Samuel
told the children of Israel about obedience
to God, their best Friend. You remember
God had always been their King; but they
had tarned from God and asked for a king
like other nations. God was displeased, but
let them have their own way, and you know
the name of the king He gave them. Tm-
press the thought that what God wants is
obedience.

Samuel’s Adviee—For a time the people
were turned agajnst Saul, but God helped
him to destroy some of their enemies, and
the people were gathered round Gilgal, to
receive Snul again as their king. Tt wasa
time of rejoicing. Here in their midst stands
up old Samuel with his long white hair and
beard. See him as he leans upon his staff !
He reminds them of their gin in forsaking
God.

Two Paths—He tells them of two paths
which are open before them. They must
choose which path they will walk in.  (The
incident of the thunder storm is to show
them that Samuel’s word is powerful, that
God ig with him.) Let us imagine Samuel
taking his staff and drawing on the ground
before him a line like this—forming two

pathg, one of which they must choose :

DISOBEDIENCE Ture Hasxp oF THE
Lorn—AGA1ssT You —Misgry—DESTRUCTION.

OBEDIENCE—Fear  Nor!—Tue Lorp
Wi Nor Forsake His Propre—Happiness
—SAFETY.

“(onsider how great things He has done
for you.” (What has God done for us?)
Serve Him ; obey His voice.

(Golden Text—Print and repeat. Practieal
lessons regarding service and obedience may
be had from Gal. 5: 13 and Col. 3 :.20.

A teacher of an infant class asked them,
“How bigmust you be before you can serve
and obey Jesus? Must you be as bigas 1
am? All that think so, may raise their
hands.” Quite a number thought they
must be as big as their teacher. Al who
do not think so, raise hands. Well, Mary,
how big do you think we must be before we
can serve and obey Jesus?”’  The answer
came, “Just as big as we are.””  No one is
too small to do something for Jesus,

Whisper Sentence—God wants me to obey.

Sing—

Jesus, cleanse and save me,
Teach me to obey ;
Holy Spirit, guide me
On my heavenly way.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

EARNESTLY
SINGLY

SERVE THE LOR

Question about the appointment of Saul as King. Bring out the point, that, although
he was chosen by the people, it was really the Lord who had called him to his high office
Make it clear that the Lord was still King of Israel and that Saul and his people were
bound to gerve Him. Then impress the truth that it is our duty, also, to serve the Lord-
In the lesson there isan answer to the question, How should we serve God? (1) With all our
heart, that is, EarNestuy. (2) Without turning aside, that is Sivany.  The Israelites were
tempted to serve idols along with God, and Samuel warned them against this. Ask for
some of the things which are apt to draw us away from the gervice of God. (8) In truth,
that is, SixcereLy.  There must be no pretence in our service. Now ask ; What does the
Lord promise to those who serve Him ? Shall we not all serve Him ?

SINCERELY
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Lesson IV.
1 8am. 15:13-23.

13 And Sam'uel came to Sanl : and Saul said unto
him, Blessed be thou of the Lokp : 1 have performed
the commandment of the LOED.

14 And Sam’uel said, What ‘meaneth then this bleat-
ing of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the
oxen which I hear?

15 And Saul said, they have brought them from the
Amal'ekites: for the people lklNd the best of the
sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy
God ; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

16 'Then Sam’uel said unto saul, Stay, and 1 will
tell thee what the Lorp hath suid 'to me this night.
And he said unto him, Bay on,

17 And S8am'uel said, 1 When ‘thou wast little in thine
own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes
of Is'rael, and the LorD anointed thee king over

1s'rae!

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said,
Go and \m-'rl{ destroy the sinners the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they be consumed,

on—! Though ; 2that which was ;

Revised Versi
troyed ; ©idolatry and teraphim,

GOLDEN TEXT

18am, 16: 22, To obey is better than sacrifice.

DAILY READINGS
5: 112, Samuel's command,
Saul rejected as king.
Saul's bitterness.
Previous disobedience.
Amalek condemned,
Acceptable service,
Better than sacrifice,

CATECHISM
Q. 87. What is repentance unto life
A. Repentance unto life is n raving grace, wherehy
a sinner, ont of & true sense of his sin, and apprehen-
sion of the merey of God in (‘hrlst.-lmh, with griefand
hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full pur-
pose of, and endeavour after, new nmdh'nce,

SAUL REJECTED AS KING

Study vs. 10-31. Commit to memnory vs. 90-22. Read 1 Sam., chs. 13-16.

July 26, 1903

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of
the Lok, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst 1evil
in the sight of the LORD

20 And Saul said unto Sam'uel, Yea, T have obeyed
the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which
the LORD sent me, and have brought A‘?g the king
of Am'alek, and have utterly destroyed the Amal ek-

tes.
21 But the people took of the ngnll‘ sheep and oxen,
the chief of the 3things 4 which should have heen
‘l“w‘illy ||‘enu'ﬂyed. to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God
n Gil'gal.

22 And Bam'uel sald, Hath the Lorp as great de-
light in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying
the voice of the Lorp? Behold, to obey i better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

28 For rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and
stubbornness is as siaiquity and idolatry, Because
thou hast rejected the word of LORrD, he hath also
rejected thee from being king.

sdevoted ; 4 Omit which should have been utterly des-

TIME AND PLACE
About B.C, 1065; Gilj 1 in the Jordan valley near
Jericho, the scene of the Just lesson. Thus the rejes-
‘saul oecurred at the place which, “K to this
time, had been for him assoc with bright hopes
and solemn warnings, chs, 11: 15; 1813, 14
LESSON PLAN
1. A Bearching Inquiry,

, 18-10,
By Samuel rega; ing the conduct of Saul.
11, A Poor Excuse, 20-21.
in which Saul laid blame on the people.
111, A Great Tnllll 20-23.
That worship Without obedience is worthless.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 527 ;2453 18 (Ps, Sel.) 1221 1232 5 248,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links- The mamn narrative
of che. 13 and 14 relates the incidents of the
revolt of Israel against the Philistines, then
at the height of their power. The story is
interrupted to give an account of, (1) an
interview between Samuel and Saul, in which
the latter was informed of his rejection,
13:10-15; (2) the disarmed condition of
Tsrael, 13:19-22, Inch.14: 47-52 there i a
summary account of Saul's wars and family.
Ch. 15: 1-9 tells of Saul’s campaign against
the Amalekites, undertaken at the divine

1, and his disol di of God's in-
structions to destroy them and their posses-
gions, In ve. 10-12 the Lord informs Samuel
of lis intention to remove Saul from the
kingship, and Samuel goes to meet the king.

1. A Searching Inquiry, 13-19.

V. 13. Samuel came to Saul. The prophet
shared the disappointment of the Lord at
the failure of Saul as king, vs. 10, 11. The
meeting of prophet and king took place at

Gilgal, the scene of Saul’s joyful proslama-
tion (ch. 11 : 14, 15), and where he was now
to hear the sentence of his removal. Blessed
be thou of the Lord ; originally a prayer, Gen.
14:19. Saul felt that Samuel was angry
with him, and tried to conciliate him with a
friendly greeting. T have performed the com-
mandment of the Lord. God thought differ-
ently—see v, 11, Saul was beginning to play
the hypocrite, professing to have done the
Lord’s will, when he lad really been grati-
fying his selfish desires.

Vs, 14-16. What meaneth then this bleating of
the sheep? A sharp inquiry, cutting like a
knife into Saul’s statement. And Saul said ;
like Aaron (Ex. 82 : 22), shirking his respon-
sibility and laying the blame on the people.
The Amalekites; & powerful tribe, perhaps
descended from Amalek, grandson of Esau,
Gen. 36 : 16. (See also Light from the East.)
They had opposed Israel in the wilderness
(Ex. 17 :8-16; Num. 14 : 45), and harassed
them after the entrance into Canaan, Judges

W
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8:13; 6:3. For their doom see Ex.17:16 ;
Num. 24 : 20 ; Deut. 25 : 17-19.  To sacrifice ;
more hypoerisy, covering up disobedience
with a religious profession. Thy God. Saul’s
gin made him ashamed to say ‘“my’’ God:
Stay, and I will tell thee. The poor excuses
are swiftly swept aside. Saul is brought face
to face with God ; and there, with all his
military skill and fine human qualities, he
shrinks and fails.

Vi. 17-19. When thou wast little. (Compare
ch. 9:21.) Saul is reminded that, as his ele-
vation came entirely from God, his obedience
is due to God. The head of the tribes of Israel ;
and therefore he should not have allowed
them to control his actions. And the Lord
anointed thee king. He should have used his
royal authority to restrain the people. The
Lord sent thee. Nothing conld excuse disre-
gard of a direct command from God. Goand
utterly destroy. Saul was but an instrument in
the carrying out of a divine purpose. The
ginners the Amalekites. By their cruelty to
God’s people they had richly deserved pun-
ishment, Obey the voice of the Lord ; words
frequently found in the books of the law,
Ex. 23 :21 ; Deuat. 80 : 20.  Didst fly upon the
spoil ; expressive of eagerness, pasgionate
craving.

II. A Poor Excuse, 20, 21.

Ve. 20, 21. Yea, I have obeyed. As proof,
Saul points to the very evidences of his dis-
obedience, (1) He has brought Agag with
him; (2) The people had brought hither

3m

the spoil for sacrifice, not for themeelves.
Either he was deceived himself, or thought
he could deceive God or God's prophet. The
chief of the devoted things (Rev. Ver.) It
might seem a praiseworthy act to reserve the
spoil for sacrifice ; but since it was * devoted ’
it did not belong to the Ieraelites, but to .
God.” Whatever was devoted to God, it
wis a gin even to touch, except to slay, Lev.
27 : 28, 29.

III. A Great Truth, 22, 23.

Ve, 22, 23. And Samuel said ; rending asun-
der Saul’s excuses in o *“ burst of prophetic
inspiration.” . To obey is botter than sacrifice ;
one of the great messages of all the true
prophets, Ps. 51:7; Heb. 10:5-9. Rebellion
is as witcheraft ; because both rebellion and
witcheraft (seeking the aid of evil spirits)
amounted to a denial of God. A keener edge
is given to this rebuke by the fact that Saul
had abolished witcheraft (ch. 28 :3), while
he himself was guilty of a sin equally
great. Stubborness is as idolalry and teraphim
(images) Rev. Ver. We may clear away the
outward signs of idolatry, but the real idol-
atry remains, if we set our will above the will
of God. He hath also vejected thee from being
king. * God rejects Saul from being king over
Israel, because he had rejected God from
being king over Saul.”

Vs. 24-31 give the patheticaccount of Sanl’s
confession of sin, the confirmation of his re-
jection, his plea not to be dishonored before
the people, and his worehipping of the Lord.

APPLICATION

I have performed the commandment of the
Lord, v. 13. Falsehood and hypocrisy are
most hateful in the sight of God. Heaven has
always forgiveness for the worst sinner, when
he humbly and frankly confesses his sin.
But there is nothing save the sternest con-
demnation for those who cover up their gin
with a profession of religious devotion, and
hope to drown the voice of conscience by the
loudness of their hallelujahs. The Saviour
who was all gentleness and compassion to-
wards the publicans and sinners, glowed with
righteous indignation when He spoke to the
hypocrites of His day.

This bleating of the sheep . . . .and the lowing of

the oxen, v. 14. As the voice of the beasts
testified against Saul, g0 every sin of ours will
find a voice. It is told of a prisoner charged
with murder, that one morning heasked the
jailer to put him in another cell. At mid-
night, he said, the prisoners in the next cell
tapped on the wall and whispered, “Thoun
art a murderer,” There were no prisoners
in the next cell ; the whispers were the echoes
of a guilty conscience. The one way of escape
from these accusations is through the blood
of Christ, which, with a thousand tongues
pleads for mercy and pardon.

They have brought them, v. 165, 1t is unmanly
to shirk the responsibility of our deeds. Only
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a coward will claim that his sin is due to cir-

Saul Rejected as King

his own. This is true with regard to the

[ or P hip, or p age.
We cannot evade the law of God. It holds
1 to account for our thonghts and purposes,
as well a8 our deeds, It is only sin itself,
which ean so blind men as to make them
think that they can eseape divine punish-
ment by putting the blame of their sin on
others.

Stay, and T will tell thee, v. 16. It i« not an
injury, but a kindness, to arrest us snddenly
and foreibly on the path which leads to ruin ;
to confront us with gome clear evidence of our
danger and ghow us just where we stand.
1f we will be warned and turn, as did that
other Saul of Tarsug, our life may be one of
noble gerviee and our death be gain.  1f we
rush on in ginful courses like this Saul, the
king, past the signal boards of divine warn.
ing, we inerease our guilt and render more
certain and terrible our doom.

Whenthow wast little, v. 17.  The appoint-
ment of Sanl was due to the Lord’s gracions
choice of him, rather than to any merit of

hegi of our salvation. It is not by
good works, but by the grace, the unde-
cerved kindness of God, that we are saved.
It i true nlso of all growth in the Christian
lifeand all advance in Christian usefulness.
In the worde of the well-known hymn,

¢, .., Every virtue we possess,
And every conquest von,
And every thought of holiness,
Are His alone.”

To obey i better than saerifice, v. 22, True
religion is very simple. The prophet Micah
telle us ina sentence what we muet do to
please God,  * What doth the Lord require
of thee, but to do justly, and to love merey,
and to walk humbly with thy God 2" But
while true religion is very eimple, it is at
the same time very exacting. Unless we
are honestly striving to do God's will, all
our care about public worship, and all
our attention to outward forms, will be
counted utterly worthlees in His sight.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Rin is the means of itsown discovery. v. 13.

Sternness i often the truest Kindness.
v. 16,

Girace is the strongest reason for gratitude.
v. 17

The patii of duty is eafer than the path of
desire, v. 10,

Good not done is a sin as well as evil done.
v. 20,

Religions ceremony is an inspiration to,
not a substitute for, religions service. v. 21

Our best offering to God is onrselves, v, 22,

God's rejection of us is the shadow of our
rejection of Him, v, 23,

Dr. Hugh MacMillan thus illustrates how
a good or evil choice may change, as in the
case of Saul, one's whole life :

“Three of the principal rivers of Scotland
rise from the same hillside. Only a very
small space separates the sources of the
Annan, the Tweed, and the Clyde from each
other. At a place called Wolf Clyde, not
far from the spot where the Clyde begins to

geen. The valley throngh which the stream
of the Biggar runs at this point stretches
between the Clyde and Tweed, and, as its
level is only a little higher than the bed of
the Clyde, during a high flood part of the
water of the Clyde overflows its channel
and rune into the Biggar, and is carried into
the Tweed. This happens once, perhaps,
in three or four years, and you can under-
stand how very easy it would be to gend the
Clyde to Berwick instead of Glasgow, to the
German Ocean instead of the Atlantic, and
so alter the whole character and history of
the east and west of Scotland.”

Mr. Amos R. Wells tells of a woman ina
jewelry store, who slyly took a diamond ring
from the counter and slipped it into her
mouth ; but the tag hung outside, for the
gtring had caught in her teeth, and all the
frantic twitchings of her_ lips failed to
loosen it.

@anl was like the man in the iron cage in
the * Pilgrim’s Progress,” who gave his his-
tory: ‘T left off to watch and be sober ;

flow, a strange thing may sometimes be , I laid the reins on the neck of my lusts ; 1

)]
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ginned against the light of the Word and the
goodness of God ; | have grieved the Spirit
and He is gone ; I tempted the devil, and he
is come to me; I have provoked God to
anger and He has left me.”

The lessons of the narrative dre :

1. The danger of mistaking partial for
complete obedience,

(a) God requires literal obedience.

(b) God’s language never exceeds God's
meaning.

(¢) Conscience is seen most elearly in min-
ute obedience.

2. The possibility of giving a religions rea-
gon for an act of disobedience.

(a) One duty must not be performed on
the ruins of another.

(b) God's commandment must
changed on man’s afterthought.

3. The danger of being seduced into dis-
obedience by social clamor.

(a) The people who tempt are
people who can gave’

(b) Where God has gpoken distinetly,
there should be no human consultation.”

not be

not the

The kingdom which was given to Saul was
like a rich farm ; but he did not cultivate it,
and finally the noxious weeds that he allowed
to grow up poisoned him wo death,—Peloubet.

Light from the East

Sugep Anxp Carmie—The Amalekites were
a band of roving Arabs roaming over the
south country of Judwa, and their flocks
and herds were their wealth, just as their
animals are the sole possessions of many
Arab tribes to-day, and upon them and the
produce from them they live a good part of
the year. The conguerors in every raid
still carry off the best part of the cattle
of the vanquished; indeed, that is the
purpose  which is usually behind  every
hostile expedition. The south country is
used to this day for raising flocks and herds,
which can be easily moved from place to
place, but it has never been found suitable
for settled inhabitants.

Wircncrarr—The practice of magic or
divination was from the beginning closely
connected with idolatry. It was a part of
the ritual of the kingdom of darkness, and
all appeals to it invol ed the worship of de-
mons, a homage to Satan which was treason
1o Jehovah and was possibly, to Sanl’s
mind, the worst thing of which a man could
be guilty. The punishment of the crime in
Israel was death (Ex. 22 : 18 ; Deut, 18 : 10)
and the law was rigorously enforced in
Saul’s reign, 1 Sam, 28: 3, 9.

TEACHING HINTS AND i{ELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

When God intimated to Samuel His de-
termination o set aside Saul as king of
Israel, the prophet's heart was rent with
angnish, * Heeried unto the Lord all night,”
v. 11. This 18 a notable example of com-
pliance with the apostle’s precept regarding
prayer for kings, 1 Tim. 2: 1, 2, Observe :

1. The sinful conduct of Saul. (a) That for
which he is condemned in the lesson is the
persistent disregard of the word of the Lord.
In ch. 13: 6-9 we read that, ‘“when the
men of Terael saw that they were in a strait,”
the king took it upon himself to officiate as
priest and ‘ offered the burnt offering.”
For this conduct he was rebuked by 8 1

who said to him,  Thou hast done foolishly :
thou hast not kept the commandment of the
Lord thy God. Now thy kingdom ghall not
continue,” c¢h. 13: 13, 14, His house asa
permanent dynasty in Israel was thus re-
jected. Notwithstanding this strong remon-
strance and forcible eheck on his career,
Saul went on from bad to worse, and became
a conspicuous example of one being often
reproved and hardening his neck, Prov. 29
1. (b) He failed to carry out God's com-
mand regarding Amalek. The Amalekites
were the hereditary enemies of Israel. Dur-
ing five centuries they manifested bitter
hatred and committed many atrocities
against the chosen people. (Sce Deut, 25 :
17-19.) The national safety required that
this public foe should be removed, and God
commissioned Saul to carry out the sentence

, of Deut. 25 19. There was to be no reser-
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vation or exception. But in plain violation
of his instructions, Saul spared King Agag
and the best of the spoil. Some may think
that he should be excused for this action,
that he was really justified in ehrinking
from the full execution of the stern and
awful work of extermination on which he
was sent. But this view ignores the per-
sistent malignity and hei of the
conduct of Amalek, and the fact that, while
God ig infinite in goodness and mercy and
ever ready to forgive, He is also righteous
and just, and therefore inflicts condign pun-
ishment upon the obdurately impenitent.

2. The efforts of Saul to justify his conduct.
(a) He met Samuel with the bland and seem-
ingly pious salutation, * Blessed be thou of
the Lord ; I have performed the command-
ment of the Lord,” v. 13. What effrontery
and shameless falsehood ! Surely he was
either blinded by seli-conceit or was con-
scious of acting the part of an audacious
hypocrite. Samuel atonce exposed his base
pretence by evidence, with which he was
surrounded, v.14. (b) The king's answer
deepened his guilt,  These animals, he
alleged, were spared for a religious purpose
—they were to be sacrificed to the Lord.
The holy end thus contemplated would
justify a departure from the letter of the
divine command. He had merely showed
clemency toward Agag. For this act he
deemed himself deserving of commendation
rather than censure, Besides, he was not to
blame, but the people, v. 15. But why did
he not restrain the people? Was he not
invested with royal authority for this very
purpose? It is vain for men in office to try
to shift responsibility from ti lves to
others, and to give an appearance of religious
gervice and zeal to palpable transgressions of
God’s commandments, The prophet was
not hoodwinked by this shallow, jesuitical
sophistry. He firmly stood for the word of
the Lord, as we should always do, and said
to the king, * Stay, and I will tell thee what
the Lord hath said to me this night.”” He
then recalled in pointed terms the steps by
which Saul had brought himself to the pre-
gent juncture, vs. 17-19. The Lord had
taken him from obscurity, and elevated him
to & position of great prominence ard power,

Saul Rejected as King

and had gent him on a special mission ; bm
he had proved utterly unworthy and dis-
obeyed the voice of the Lord.

8. The sentence pronounced upon him, and
the manner in which it was received. (a) He

a8 deposed from the throne of Israel. The
Lord rejected him from being king, v. 23.
(b) Thereupor he confessed his sin, his
transgression of the commandment of the
Lord ; but pleaded that he did so, ** because
he feared the people,and obeyed their voice,”
v. 24, Alas! this shallow penitence came
too late. The prophet refused to change his
attitude, and finally turned away in sorrow
and *“ came no more to gee Saul until the day
of his death,” v. 35.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Perhaps there is no better way of dealing
with the lesson than to follow the dialogue
verse by verse :

Samuel's arrival, v. 13 ; sent by the Lord
with a dreadful message, vs. 10, 11, grieved
to the heart for Saul’s wickedness, v. 11

Saul's pious welcome, v. 13. He ealutes
Samuel in the name of the Lord, and de-
clares he has obeyed God's commandment
in destroying Amalek, v.3. (For the dread-
fulness of that command and the reason for
it, see Exposition, and Analysis.) S8in takes
away our wits. Only sin could have made
Saul o simple as to suppose that he could so
easily deceive God’s prophet.

Samwel's sharp question, v. 14. The sheep
and oxen declare the falsehood of Saul's
words.

Saul's mean excuse, v. 15. He lays the fault
on the people, instead of taking it on him-
geli ; and pretends it is God's service : *‘ they
were spared for sacrifice,” he says.

Somuel's awful message from the Lord. V.16
is dramatic in the highest degree. V. 17
reminds Saul of his obligation to the Lord.
V. 19 contains, one would suppose, an un-
answerable question. But gin makes men
crooked. They will squirm rather than
confess. And go we hear :

Saul's base defence, vs. 20, 21—*1 have
doue right ; if there is anx wrong : the people
are the guilty parties.” It is but a repe-
tition of v. 15, and shows that sin has greatly
hardened Saul’s heart. He stands up against
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plain fact, as well as against Samuel and
against God.

Samuel's final reply, vs. 22, 23. It might
justly have been a bare word of rejection ;
but Samuel, like God, is fair, and so he rea-
gons even with this brazen offender. The
teacher should make time for the great truth
of v. 22, obedience of heart and life, not out-
ward form, the essence of religian. Then
the sentence falls ; and again it is fair—the
“hecause '’ is unanswerable ; Saul has re-
jected God's command, God rejects him as
king. The servant who disobeye is not fit
to be trusted with service.

Vs. 26-31 should be read. Perhaps young
scholars may not be able to sound the depths
of the passage—merciful is it if they cannot;
but it shows how bitter a thing sin is,
which go breaks up a strong man, and how
hard it is to win back what we have allowed
gin to enatch away from us. The burden of
the whole lesson is, Obey ! obey !! obey !!!

Some Test Questions
What does Saul claim to have done ?
Who were the Amalekites ?
Why were they to be destroyed ?
What evidence against Saul’s claim ?
For what does Samuel blame Saul ?
How does Saul defend himeelf ?
What answer made by Samuel ?
To what is rebellion compared ?
What was the penalty of Saul's sin ?
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What do we learn as tc :
(1) The gin of hypocrisy ?
(2) God's wrath against sin ?
(8) The importance of obedience to God ?
(4) The real nature of idolatry ?

Prove from Scripture
That the Lord rejects those who reject
Him.

For Special Study
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The Amalekites.
2. Excuses.
3. True worship.

The Catechism

Ques. 87. Repentance unto life. This ques-
tion tells us four things : (1) From what re-
pentance springs. We must know that we
are sinners or we shall see nofhing to repent
of, and we must be sure that God is merciTul
or there will be no use in our repenting.
(2) What goes along with repentance—sorrow
for and hatred of gin. But these are not re-
pentance. (3) What repentance is. It is
turning away from sin. In repentance we
stop going in the wrong direction and begin
going in the right direction, ~And then it is
gomething moré ‘than giving up evil, it is
earnestly desiring and striving to do right.
(4) To what repentance leads—to life. This
means eternal life, which God gives us on
condition that we believe and repent.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Introduction—Were you ever rolling a hoop and it ran off the sidewalk into the ditch?
Did you ever hear of a traim running off the track? Did you ever run off the track your-

selves when going along a
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narrow path? Recall the two
paths outlined by Samuel, the
path of disobedience and the
path of obedience. King Saul
started all right on this path of
obedience, but he *‘got off the
track” and on to the other
path of disobedience, forgot to
obey God.

Lesson  Subject—God saving
His people by teaching them
how to serve Him.

Lesson — Divide the lesson
into three stories:

Savr's Sin—Here are the
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men of Israel (strokes) gathered in a valley
(outline hills around) near & city (square)
belonging to the Amalekites. These people
(strokes) were enemies to God and to the
children of Israel, and God had told Saul to
go ot with his men and destroy every one
of these people for their wickedness. God
also told Saul not to keep any of their good
things, cattle, oxen, sheep, lambs—all were
to be destroyed. Saul disobeyed God. He
picked out all the best oxen, gheep, lambs,
ete., and kept them for his own use, and also
kept Agag, the king, alive, go that he might
have the glory of bringing home a royal
prigoner ; all of which displeased God.

Gop Axp SamueL—They are talking about
Saul. God tells Samuel how displeased He
is with Saul. Samuel likes Saul, and is
grieved that God is turned against him.
Samuel spent all night asking God, if pos-
gible, to please let Saul still be king.

SAMUEL AND SavL—These two are together
again. Saul says, I have obeyed the Lord,
1 have destroyed the Amalekites.” Samuel
gays, *“ Listen ! what isthat I hear, the bleat-
ing of sheep ! the lowing of oxen! Where
did they come from? “‘OF * said Sai !, * the
people spared the best of thase belonging to
the Amalekites to offer in sacrifice to God.”
Then Samuel told Saul just what God thought

Saul Rejected as King

of him, vs. 17-23. * He hath also rejected
thee from being king.”” It was no excuse for
Saul’s disot , that he i ded to offer
the sheep and oxen as a gacrifice to God.
Nothing can make up in God’s gight for lack
of obedience.

Golden Tert—Explain that God does not,
want outward service, if at the same time
there is not true worship in the heart and
obedience to 1is commands. 1f John goes
to church or Sunday School, and during the
week is quarrelsome, untruthiul, dishonest,
or greedy, God is not pleased with his acts of
worship. * Going to chureh,” *saying our
prayers,” ete., will not please God, unless
we have a true heart full of worship and
obedience.

Blackboard—Outline an altar with smoke
ascending. Print OUTWARD SERVICE, also u
heart, with TRUk BERVICE. Underneath print
the Golden Text.

Whisper Sentence—tod loves true service.

Hymn—

Though small is all that we can do
To please the King of heaven ;
When hearts and hands and lips unite
To serve the Saviour with delight,
They are most precious in His sight :
Such grace to mine be given. Amen.
—Hymn No. 532, Book of Praise

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

SAuL

EBELLIOUS
EJECTED

Ask the scholars to imagine a tall
that the oak has grown from & tiny acorn.
the sad picture of

to-day's lesson—SavL REJECTED.

and sturdy oak. They will readily be able to tell
The acorn is the cause of the oak. Now turn to

There was a cause for Saul’s rejection,

as there is for the oak. This was his rebellion against God. There would have been no

«8aur, Resecren ' if there had been no Savn REBELLIOUS.
God. But
he allowed himself to disobey God and do his own will, until, at last, he

Once he was humble and ready to obey
larger and larger,

wanted his own way in everything. Then lie was rejected.
And the surest way not to

jected of God we must not be rebellious.

He was not always rebellious,
little by little just as the oak grows

If we would avoid being re-
become rebellious ig

never to disobey God even in the smallest things.




An Order of Servi

*AN ORDER OF SERVICE: Thid Quarter

OPENING EXERCISES

1. SILENCE.

1. Repeat ix Concerr : Them that honor
Me T will honor, and they that despise Mo
ghall be lightly esteemed.

111, BINGING.

He leadeth me ! O blessed thought !

0 words with heavenly comfort fraught!

Whate'er I do, where'er I be,

Still 'tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

He leadeth me! He leadeth me!

By His own hand He leadeth me !

His faithful follower I would be,

For by His hand He leadeth me.
Hymn 297, Book of Praise.

1V. Praver, closing with the Lord’s

Prayer.

V. SINGING. w or Hymn selected.

V1. Responsive Sextences, Isaiah 11:1-4,

Superintendent.  And

forth a rod out of Jesse,
« School. And a Branch shall grow out of
his roots :

Superintendent.  And the spirit of the Lovd
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lord ;

School. And shall make Him of quick
understanding in the fear of the Lord :

Superintendent.  And He ghall not judge
after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove
after the hearing of His ears :

School,  But with righteousness shall He
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for
the meek of the earth :

Superintendent. And He shall smite the
earth with the rod of His mouth,

School. And with the breath of His lips
shall He slay the wicked.

VII. SINGING.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
Great David's greater Son !

Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun !

there shall come

He comes to break oppression,
To et the captive free,
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
Hymn 444, Book of Praise.

VI Reapine oF LessoN PASSAGE

IX, SixainG,  Psalm or Hymn selected.

CLASS WORK
(Lot this e entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian's distributions, or otherwise.]

1. Rown Cavw,

11, Oppering, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.

111, Mesonry Verses AND CATECHISM.

IV, LessoN Stupy.

CLOSING EXERCISES

I, ANNOUNCEMENTS,

11, Sisaing,  Hymn selected.

THL, REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK §
which may include recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan.

IV, SiNaiNG,
Phe Head that once was crowned with thorns
In crowned with glory now ;
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor's brow.
Hymn 64, Book of Praise.

V. Rusrossive Sextesces. Luke 2: 10, 11,

Superintendent.
them, Fear not :

Sehool,  For, behold, T bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people,

And the angel said unto

Superintendent.  For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour,

Sehool,  ‘Which is Christ the Lord.

VI, Benepicrion ok CLosing PRAYER.

#Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at 50c. per 100,




] Advertisement
SURLAY, WINTER & LEE

188 Yonge Street, Toronto

MING|

AND FOR IT PRAC-
TICALLY OFFER

PIANOS AT YOUR OWN PRICE

We are equipping a new Yiano factory, and in view of the
large expenditure involved, offer td huyers who will pay cash
bel%rc June 3oth next. large discounts from our regular
prices ; this special discolint™offer to include all pianos

on our floors, either new or used.
OUR STOCK

In anticipation of possible labor troubles, and consequent slow delivery from factories,
we have bought very heavily. We know our present stock to be the most complete
display of artistic and thoroughly reliable pianos ever shown in Canada.

We have no special interest in any piano, but show every instrument in the class
to which it really belongs as judged by their musical and mechanical excellence, as
well as by actual manufacturing cost and the results obtained after severe tests. In
other words, we give you the benefit of our extended purchasing as well as practical
experience.

Before purchasing examine not only one make of piano,
we emphasize

KNABE, HARDMAN,
GERHARD HEINTZMAN,

MENDELSSOHN, DOMINION.

A PO AS A WEDDING T, 7 B st it

This opportunity to purchase one so moderately should not be dismissed without
consideration.

but many, among which
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THE BOOK PAGE

Books for veview to be sent to the Evirors or
Tug Teacers MoNTHLY, Room 87, Confedera-
tion Life Building, Toronto.

In the Days of the Red River Re-
bellion. By John McDoungall, with illus-
trations by Laughlin, and portraits.
Wiliiam Bri yronto 13 pages ; price

The sub-title is better, ife and Adventure in the
Far West of Canada.” John "', a8 he is known by
Indians and Hudson Bay Factors and pioneer settlers
in all the great lone land, knows the land as few
can. He has been in it and of it since boyhood. He
is in it and of it still, His father, Rev. George Me
Dougall, was a Totable traveller and missionary.
“John " has been no whit behind, and no whit be
hind in his wonderful influence over the Indian.
“McDougall's Indians’' on the edge of the Roc
means rood Indians. The book is charming to read,
and is a vivid picture of the trapping, hunting, ro
mantie life, which is being quickly driven further
and further north by the incoming settlers,

The Bible in Br
» Flemi

azil. By Hugh C. Tucker.
vell Company, Toror
.20, net.

293 pages ; price

The author of this book was, during fourteen years,
the agent of the American Bible Society for Brazil,
His extensive travels gave him excellent opportuni
ties of becoming acquainted with the country and its

people. He has given us the results of keen nnd care
ful observations in a very readable form, To those
who are seeking information concerning the condi-
tion of the people in * the neglected continent,” and
the missionary work ca 1 on amongst them, Mr,
Tucker's book may be confidently r rommended.
They will find the instruction they desire, worked into
a most interesting and well-told story. This is just the
book to help those who are studying the Special
Monthly Topie for July in the General Assembly's
Plan of Study for young people’s societies,

The All Red Line. Fdited by George
Johnson. James Hope & Son, Otttawa. 486
pages ; $1.50, =" s

The completion last October of the cable between
Canada and Australin was a great event, 8ix British
governments had combined to earry out the project,
Canada's share was conspicuous, and especially that
of 8irfandford Fleming, the originator, The story of
the work is now told in detail by Mr, Johnson, and
able contributors, with a view to educating the pub-
lic mind for a still larger undertaking, namely, to
connect the Empire throughout by an *all red line,"
of Imperial telegraphic communication,

By Mar-
1 evell

A real and most helpful service is done by anyone
who makes the spiritual world and its inhabitants

A Residential and
Day School

$i. Andrew’s Colicg

TORONTO

for Boys.

Two Hundred Pupils in Attendance,

Re-opens for
AUTUMN TERM
on Sept. 9th,

Nine Masters, in addition to the Principal, in Residence.
Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College.
Upper and Lower Schools.

Separate Residence for :‘uniors.

1903 REV. D. BRUCE
Principal
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nearer and more real to men wne
walking on the dusty ways of common lite, 1In Mrs,
y book, the appearances of angels re
form the theme of wholesome
and encouraging meditations, There are sweet and
tender words for the bereuved and broken-he arted, in
the pieture of lost loved ones as in that bright and
blessed country from which the angels come, A clos-
ing chapter gives & practical turn to the whole
volume, by exhibiting, as not the least beautiful
angels, those who weara human form and minister to
the needs of others, in the home and other depart-
ments of everyday life. In these pages the lonely, the
downeast, the troubled will find cheer and consola-
tion, and the strong and capable, inspiration for un-
selfish service, Visions there arc on these pages, but
the writer is far from being a visiohary.

The Keys of the Kingdom and Other
Sermons. DBy R.J. Campbell, M.A of the
City Temple, London. The )

svell Company, Toronto,

ale. net.

day * the leader

Mr. Campbell was called the othe!
As the suceessor

of the Nonconformists in Englanc
of Dr. Joseph Parker, hie has become A very conspicu-
ous figure in the religious world. This volume of
germons reveals him as a preacher of rare charm and
power. They are marked by clearness and beauty of
style, deep spiritual insight, and great felicity of
illustration,
interpretations of old and familiar texts.

The reader will find fresh and Juminous  ABIETepository

e (continued)

| women whoare *  Summer Songs in Idlenesse. Ly Katl-
sDan ack

e chson. William Briggs,
71 pages ; price $1.00, net.

Toronto,

The iittle volume contains first, & collection of
poems, some 10 rand some shorter, in which love
and nature, in its various phases, ar the chief themes,
The opening poem, which is the longest of all, touches
the dark problem of suffering in the lower creation
and in man, to find the solution inlove. Thesecond
part is called s Kleepy Time congs,” and includes a
number of delightful Jullabies. Some of these have
's OwN and JewrLs and the
will be glad to see them in a

appeared in the Ki
readers of these pape
more permanent form.

The Presbyterian Pulpit is the general title of
a neat and attractive series of volumes of sermons by
emment American ministers, issued by ghe L
terian Board of lication, Philadelphia, at a uni-
orm price of 7o, per volume, which 18 excellent
value, The first four volumes of the series, The Sin-
less Chureh, by Dr. George T. Purves; For Whom
Christ Died, by Dr, William R. Richards ; The Well by
Stryker; and From Love
Johnson ; contain, cach,
gome of the

oshy

the Gate, by Dr. M. Woolse
to Praise, by Dr. Herri
eight quite characteristie  sermons,
preachers have much more than local fame,

The Church Economist, published monthly by
the Church_Egonomist Publish Cs o New,
York, ata subscription price of $1.00 a year, is & valn-
of up-to<late plans and methods in all
f modern church work,

the varied departments o

< o i
p Mr, W. H. SHAW, Principal

Central Business College, ‘Toronto

for positions of usefulness and
is the great work of a great school—The .g
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YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN

1 independence

Yonge and Gerrard Streets
TORONTO

With a regular staff of Twelve Teachers, o
fine equipment, including 100 Typewriting
Machines, our College gtands unsurpassed in
its]mw«-rlnprmlnv(-‘gnml results.  Catalogne
free. Open entire year. Enter any time.
Address,

W. H. SHAW, Principal
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St. Monica’s

RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHOOIL FOR GIRLS
170 Bloor Street West, Toronto

Thorough course in K
Languages, Music, Art
Elocution and Domestic
Science, and Physical
Culture. Prepares for
University and Depart-
mental Examinations

Kindergarten and Primary
Departments.

Teachers, Specialists in each
Department,

A Home School

Extensive Grounds

For Prospectus, apply to

MISS PHILLPOTTS, _4
oy Principal. E
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University of Toronto

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

HE regular course of instruction consists of r Se , of eight months each, commencing October 124
There is a distinet and w[';\r:\lt‘ course for each of the four years,

The degrees conferred by * University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine (M.B.), and
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) qu'h m« may take a combined course in Arts and Medicine if the vy wish to do so,
Artsstudents who are taking the Honor course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the requirements of the
primary work in medicine during their final years in Arts, and thus it is possible to obtain the degrees of B, A
and M,B. upon six years' University traiving

Attention is directed to the efficient equipment of the University laboratories for instruction in the
practieal subjects of the Medical curriculum. The new building of the Medieal Faculty has just bee n eompleted
at o cost of §175,000.00, in the Queen's Park, and affords extensive laboratory accommodation for Pathology
and Physiology which is unsurpassed. The lectures in the final subjects are also delivered in the new leeture
theatres, Instruction in the other subjects of the medical course are taught in the various science laboratories
and lecture rooms of the University.,

T'o meet the requirements of the Ontario Medieal Counecil, a course of instruction is conducted during
v Fifth year.  This is entirely optional as fur as the University of Toronto is concerned

Clinical teaching is given in tl oronto General Hospital, Burnside Lying-in Hospital, St, Michael's
Hospital, Hospital for Ssick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto,

There are special research scholarships offered. to graduates in Medieine, and every opportunity is now
offered for scientific research work in any of the various laboratories of the University, under the direct super
vision of the Professor in charge

The Faculty provide three me for the graduating class (one gold and two silver Theri are also
scholarships available for under tes in the First and Second years ; these are awarded to the candidates
on the results of the annual examinations,

Furcher information regarding scholarships, medals, ete., may be obtained from the Calendar
application to the Secretary

Biological Department, University
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Pamphlets and full information as to the Associa-
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w.C. M J. K. MACDONALD,
MANAGING DIRECTOR.

—"" Head Office, TORONTO.

ranksome

1ball..

A Residential
and Day School
For Girls

Will be opened Septem

cassssstRRRRS

dence of the late Hon. Sir Frank Smith,

ST, TORONTO

ber 7th, 1903, in the resi

Toronto

da, Toronto.

1, Winn

For Circ

riss £COTT,
e

G
ssssssawen ansssssssse

ntest parts of the city, witha

{ the Model School, Toronto, and




